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TO HIS E 
SACRED MAIESTY;, 


CHARLES II 
King of 
GREAT BRITAIN << 


Moay it pleaſe Your Majeſty, 


TI 15not one of the leaſt misfortunes 
FT AI. which hath befallentheſeIlluſtrious 
le 2x Pcrions, that having above a year 
fg! agoe been- ſummon'd by Your 

| RoyalCommand to give their at- 
tendance, they have till now been 
retarded from that happineſs ; but.if they ſhould 
attain to any without difficulty, it would be againſt 
the rules of a Romance ;. and for ſogreatan ho- 
nor, they have already expos'd themſelves by Sea, 
to the hazard of Storms; and bloody Fights in 
paſsing through the Fleets of England and Hol- 
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land, as they muſt now by Land to that of Bat- 


cels and Sieges, in going through the Armies of 
Flandersand of France. | am extreamly aſhamed 
they ſhould appear there to Your Majeſty in; this 


Engliſh diſguiſe, You having ſeen them before wn - 
| A 2 thek. 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
the habit of that Countrey which ſo well became 
them ; and I have no excuſe but obedience, for 
having ſtript them out of thatrich attire, to cloath 
them 1n lo plain adreſs. The ſtuft, how mean ſo- 
ever, I cannot but acknowledge mine ; but the 
many ſpots and blemiſhes it hath got inthe Preſs, 
| muſt diſfown, and the Printer muſt bear the 
blame of all thoſe faults, among which, ſome of 
mine, I hope, may flip away undiſcern'd, or at 
leaſt, ' undiſtinguiſhed, The brightneſs of their 
former glories muſt neceſſarily be much obſcured 
by ſuch a double cloud of errors, which cannot 
be diſpelled but by the beams of a Gracious Eye ; 
nor can the Fame they' have acquired in another 
Language, beat all preſerv'd in this, without the 
help of a very favourable Protection : And 
though they need that moſt in England, where at 
preſent they are moſt liable to cenſure, yer they 
now diſdain to ask it there, accounting it as high 
an infamy. for Kings to ſeek for refuge among 
thoſe that are proteſled enemies to Monarchy, 
as it is an honour to caſt themſelves at the feet of 
an opprefled Soveraign, whom the likeneſs of 
His Own, will not ſuffer to be unſenfible of 
their misfortunes. T hole of Artaxerxes boaſt to 
come neareſt that reſemblance, though many fatal 
differences deny them an equality, which his Ver- 
tues (though great) can as little pretend to, if com- 
pared with Yours ; for Your Majeſties early 
Valour never lay uſeleſs in the dangers of Your 


Roy- 


T he Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
Royal Father and His Kingdoms, but ſhew'd it 
ſelf remarkably both at home and abroad, to pre- 
vent, as well as to revenge His Murther, 
and hath, in attempting the recovery of Three 
Crowns (due to You nolels juſtly by Merit then 
Deſcent ) been manifeſted in more hazardous ad- 
ventures, and blefled with more wonderful eſcapes. 
Since then You ſurpaſs him ſo many ſeveral ways, 
why ſhould we fear Your ſucceſs will come 
ſhort of his * Or rather, why ſhould we not 
thence draw a credible Omen of a more glorious 
event? Your laſt miraculous preſervation giving 
us well-grounded hopes that You are reſerved for 
the ſcourge of Traytors and. Regicides ; for the 
Governing of thoſe Nations, that by undonbted 
Right ought to pay You their Obedience, for 
the redemption and felicity of all Your Loyal, 
but now enſlaved Subjects ; and for the Settlement | 
of an Empire, as Potent and flouriſhing as that of 
the Arſacides : Which reſtauration, as K 1s the 
chiefeſt bleſsing we can expect on Earth, 1s, of all 


worldly things, moſt earneſtly begg'd of Heaven, 
By, | 


From the m_— 
June 5th 1653. g IR, 


Your MaitsTiEg's 
moſt Humble, moſt Loyal, 
and moſt Obedient Subjett 


and Servant, 


CHARLES COTTERELL 


RE A D E R: 


mes Ince this Tranſlation of Caflandra was pat 
C&W * ;nto the Preſſe , the beginning of ano- 
MEE ther by an acurate Pen hath been pub- 
1 * liſhed to the World , which had given a 
flop to this, if it had ſlill been in the power of him 
that did it, though a good part of it was already Print- 
ed, and though many took upon them to af firm that the 
other was not likely to proceed any farther.  T his 
comes not therefore to ſtand in competition with it, but 
to acknowledge, that as it appeard firſt, ſo it deſerves 
the poo - all things ao. net fil hae oct 
raiſed an appetite (which are," I dare ſay, as many as 
have tafted it) may perchance be tonttnt to make up 
their meal with a diſh of the ſame meat z though not fo 
Shilfully ſeaſoned, nor ſo neatly garniſhed, He that is 
taken with the charms of a' Miſtreſs preſented toþis 
firſt embraces in the coſtly ornaments of her Bridal at- 
tire, will not certainly rejett her converſation aftey- 
ward in any ordinary dreſs of meaner apparel. Such 
i thuof Cas sRNDR a here, haſtily and carelefly 
thrown about her , which wukes her” ſuffer a greater 
diſgmſe by uncourtly Language , then by the plain 
Countrey garments wherein ſhe was ſo long conceal d : 
T he former, "tus confeſs d, hath decked her with an ha- 
bit befitting both her perſon and quality ; this is onely 
/ uitable 


To the Reader. 


ſuitable to her name and her mugfortnes. Her ten 
years ſtory ts ARriifeialh contrived , and with ſuch 
exatt decorum , that the truth whereon it is grounded, 
appears the greater fichon , yet neither can the ſtrange © 
"5 of the Grecian Conqueror, the fatal deſtrutti- 
on of the Perſian Monarchy , the deplorable end of 
unfortunate Darius , the afflifted eflate of his Royal 
Family in Exile and Captivity , the eafie compliance 
of his Subjefts with the prevailing Party , nor any 
other paſſage in it ſeem improbable to us, whoſe eyes 
have im as ſhort a ſpace been witneſſes of ſuch Revo- 
Iutions , as bardly any Romance, but ſure no Hiſtory 
Can parallel. She hath been recerved in France, and 
many Forem Countryes , with too general an eſteem, to 
confine herſelf within the limits of a particular ad- 
dreſſe to any ſmgle grjes now in England ; therefore 
ſhe preſents herſelf to all that underſtood her not be- 
fore, whohaving need of an Interpreter, may perhaps 
excuſe the errors of an ill one. © Let others delight 
themſelves with the beauties of the Original, as view- 
ing ſome curious piece of T apiſtry , rarely deſugn'd in 
lively colours and perfett ſymetry, without prying in- 
to the imperfeftions of the wrong ſide , where the left- 
handed Figures loſe the gracefulneſſe of their natural 
Poſtures, and where the multitude of thrumbs and 
knots zmakes the work courſe , and the ſtory it ſelf but 
barely diſcernable. 
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THE AUTHOR 
T O 


Ou have been pleas'd Caliſfa,to command that 


+" ..CALIS WA 
Y my laſt follies ſhould be made publick, and 
have given that to the diverſion of the world, 


which I had deſtin'd only to your own; ſure tis a want 
of goodnels, to a perſonthat never wanted zeal orre- 
ſpect to you, and who by this laſt proof of his obedi- 
ence hath teſtified with what ſubmiſston he hath re- 
ſign'd himſelf unto your will. If you had eſteem'd 


this W ork, you would have been more covetous of it ; 


and if you had conſidered it, as the iſſue of his fancy 
who will never be but yours, you would not thus have 

laviſh'd ittothepeople, who truly have no ſhare in the 

intentionthatmademe write it. Beſides, the ſucceſs of 
| 1tls very uncertainamongſt them, and one ſhall very 
hardly find charity enough thereto hope for the pardon 
of many faults, which you have favourably excuſed, 
or which ſe|f-love made you not perceive inathing that 
was ſo abſolutely your own. But why do —_ you 
ſhould take any care of the reputation of my writings, 


ſince you never tookany forthe conſeryation of my life; - 


and that you have ſhewn your ſelf more ſenſible of the 
fortunes of ſtrangers, then of one which hath 
ever been of your own making © I haveſcen you as 
it were marry your ſelf to the paſsions of my Heroe, 
and enter into his thoughts with ſuch marks of tender- 
nels and pity, as my real ſufferings have neyer been 
-ableto draw from you, I have ſeen your fair eyes,thoſe 
eyes which the Court hath, and doth yet look'upon 
with dazling and idolatry , ſhed tears at the _ of 

a ome 
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The Author to Caliſta. 


ſome adventurgs; -which jare c6itþer feigned or which 
hapned very ons agoe ; and | a thouſand times have 
at your feet. vaMly unploted that pity, which you ſo 
eaſily granted to imaginary mileries; Yes, at your 
feet have 1' a> chouland times /ſet forth the violence of 
my paſsion in tearms both more':exprels , and more 
touching then thoſe that did ſomollifie you; 'and.( if I 
may be permitted to ſpeak of my ſelf in ſuch a phraſe ) 
I have” not been lels eloquent in declaring my reall 
thoughtsto you,then inideſcribing thoſe ofa Macedo- 
nian, or a Scythian; and yetthe ſame words, which re- 
preſented theirmiſhaps to-you', with ſo much ſucceſs, 
have not found in youtheleaſt ſence of my-own miſ- 
forrahes: - You will tell me [have painted theſe illn- 
ſtrious' Perſons in colours which give them a very ad- 
vantagious' ſplendor, and that their admirable quali- 
ties made you embrace their intereſts, by an eſteem. 
which intfoduced that compalsion into your heart. I 
know, (Caliſta, that I am very far from that ſublime de- 
gree-of perfection, which makes my Heroes worthy 
of yaur tears and friendſhip ; but if they have advan- 
tages above me, by the qualities of their mindes and 
bodies ; and by the glorious marks of their births and 
actions, I have above them the glory of having ſerv'd 
Cali/ta,nay of having ſervd herw® reſpects & adoratiss 
worthy of her, & of having through the whole courſe 
of my paſsion, acknowledged with ſo much juſtice the 
diſproportion there is between Califla and my ſelf, that 
in that proud elevation of my foul, Cal/ta, as ſevere as 
ſhe is , could not condemn thoughts ſo full of zeal and 
. lubmiſsion,, nor finde occaſion to ghreaten me with a 
fall which probably I ought to have apprehended. 
Behold my glory, Califta, behold my advantages, and 


if 


T he. Anthor to: Caliſta. 
if you pardon a little preſumption jn him, who hath 
had ſo much as to lift up his eyes to you, I will takethe 
hberty to tell you,that by my manner of expreſzing it in 
another, you may know vertue 1s not unknewn to me; 
and that many only fail to practiſe 1t, becauſe fartune re- 
fuſes.them the occaſions; of this you ſee an example re- 
markableenough1ntwo Princes, whom | maketo live 
in'the ſame times; & whole fortunes are very different, 
though their. births and virtues be equal ; and chat 
by your own judgement the moſt unhappy, and the 
leaſt known hath very conſiderable advantages above 
the other, who was moſt favoured by the deſtinies, and 
who by the helpoffortune hath , in his glory, eclipſed 
the fame of all that followed him , as well as of all that 
went before him. You being generous as: you are, 
have taken the part of the more unfortunate; andifI 
dare reproach you with it, after your own confeſsion 
of it to me, you have been even in love with him; 
bluſh not, Califta, be was a Prince worthy of you; and 
without doubt the Fates ſhould either haverelery'd 
himtill your Age, or madeyou to be born in his, But 
the Gods took care that his reputation ſhould come 
unſpotted to our times, and that his life ſhould bepre- 
ſerv'd from a blemiſh , which you would. infallibly 
have caſt upon it; his Princeſs deſerv'd his affection + 
wholly , aud only you were capable to withdraw him 
from that fidelity , which renders himſo dear to you, 
and fo recommendable to all the world. 

Hitherto 1 have ſpoken to-you , as to Cahſta, thatis 
to ſay , as to the ſoveraign Miſtreſs of my life ;'and of 
all my choughts; now | ſpeakto you, asto her that1s 
to read this unworthy Piece again, and to whom | con- 
ſecrate it with my whole heart, and all my affections. 


a 2 Beſides, 


The Author to Caliſta; 

Beſides the conſideration of my love, I findin you all 
that can be deſired in perſons, to whom works of this 
nature are dedicated. Your quality is moſt eminent, 
too eminent for my hopes ; it hath hitherto madea 
part of my misfortunes,&c it isthat which hath made me 
paſs many years in your ſervice, without any other 
advantage then that of being yours, & of being ſuffer'd 
by you. An interefled lover (or rather a captive,who 
is your [dolater ) might ſeem ſuſpected in praiſing the 
beauties both of your mind and body; but the eyes and 
' hearts of all France take my part, and bear witneſs ge- 
nerally, that you are the moſt accompliſhed of all 
creatures. 'Tis therefore under your protection, that 
_—_— coms to put her ſelf;ſhe boaſts of having ſome 
reſemblance of you; and tis with you alone ſhe ſeeks 
for ſanctuary in the various changes of her fortune, 
you will not know her a great while, though ſhe keep 
_ very conſtant company, and will wonder to ſee 
er give the name to adventures in which ſheſeems to 
have no part atall ; but you ſhall ſee her come out of 
the dark, when you hope leaſt for it, aud will know 
her again,by lincaments that are not common, You in 
her face may find a part of that which ſhines moſt vi- 
Gbly inyours 3 and in her carriage you ſhall neither ſee 
any 'thing that can injure you, norany thing you can 
diſavow. If this Firſt Part divert you, the deſign I 
have to mind nothing but you alone, as the mark of 
all my thoughts, will oblige me to give you quickly 
the continuationof her Story ; and though be net- 
ther Doctor,nor a oe Learned man,l am certain 
you will never inſpire me with mean, low fancies, 
ſince you have inſpired into me the reſolution of li- 


ving and dying, Your, &c. 
CASSAN- 


The Firſt Part. 


BOOK, I. 


» PON the Bank of 4 River Emphrates, 
©), not many Furlongs from Babylon, two 


/ 1 


HE” 


der certain Trees, whoſe thick Leatingſs 
caſt a very pleaſing ſhade, He ofthe two, 
who by the richneſs of his arms, and the 
reſpe the other bore him, appeared to be 
the Maſter, unbuckled his Head-piece, and 
lying down upon the Graſs buried all the 
Eleven that troubled him, in a profound 
ſleep. But ſcarce had he taſted the firſt 
ſweetneſs of ir, when by the other that 
accompanied him, and by a ſudden noiſe, 
interrupted in his repoſe, preſently ſtart- 
ing up, he took his Horſeand Cask again, 
and advanced upon the fide of che great 
High-way, whence he was newly come, to know the cauſe of it. He ſoon perceived 

it by the-firſt object chat preſented it ſelf, which was a Combat of two Cayaliers, 

jn whom he inſtantly obſerved all the marks of an unuſual valour , and great ani- 
wiYhoſiry : Their Javelins ſhivergy in an hundred pieces under their Horſes feet had 
© given place unto their ſwords, which they 'made uſe of with fo much rage, 
and fo little caution, that he quickly judg2d the deſign of affaulting wr 

had, in thoſe two Warriours, quite extinguiſhed the care of defending themſelyes; 

and that to each, the loſs of his Enemies life was much more dear, or much 
more important, then the conſervation of his own. Till thenthe fight had balan- 

ced in the uncertainty of any advantage on either (ide, when one of them ( whoſe 
black arms and plume of the ſ:me colour, witneſled the grief that was inhis heart ) 
ruſhed _ bis Enemy with ſuch fury, that by giving him two or three rear 
wounds, he made him doubt of his fafery , and prefſing him the more eagerly as he 
found him grow weaker, hadthen without queſtion finiſhed a Combat, which ſeem» 

ed too tedious to his revenge, it he who was the SpeRatour of ir had _ caſt 
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2 CASSANDRA. Part T. 


himſelf between to part them, praying them to hold their hands, with the moſt 
civil intreaties be thought he could uſe-1n that encounter : Bur he in the black arms, 
whom powerful reaſons m:de to deſire the deſtruQtion of his Enemy, and whom 
the hope of Viftory had already made confident, cryed out with a terrible voice ; 
thoſoever thou art , tnleſs thou be a Protettor of crimes, and an Enemy to vertne, 
and unleſs thou Wilt draw upon thy ſelf the hatred both of the Gods and Men, op- 

ſe not the deſtruftion of the moſt crnel and diſloyal man that ever was. And ſeeing 
ſim perliſ in the deſign of parting them, he charged him with ſo much readineſs 
and force, that the Stranger, finding byQoſp firit ſtroaks the valor of that new 
Enemy, loſt the care of anothers ſafery, to think of his own preſervation. True 
it is, that the ſhame of offending a man, who had already an Enemy to fight with, 
made him for ſome time ſtand __ the defenſive , but ſeeing himſelf preſſed with 
ſo much vehemence by one whom he had injured, and ſeeing the danger into 
which he did precipitate himſelf, by ſparing an adverſary againſt whom he ſtood in 
need of all his force, he had almolt forgotten all conſiderations , when he ſaw ten 
or twelve Horſemen, who coming up to them full ſpeed, and having known the 
Combatants, took the part of him that was wounded, whom his weakneſs had 
already made but a looker on ; and two of the company having drawn him aſide, 
to carry him off to 'Babylon, all the reſt fell furiouſly upon him inthe black arms, 
killing his Horſe with ſeven or eight wounds, which made him fall upon the place 
Yetwas he not ſo ſurpriſed, but that he diſ-engaged himſelf from his Stirrups, and ha. 
ving an invincible courage, he ſet himſelf in a readineſs to diſpute his life gene- 
rouſly againſt them : When the Strangerſecing the inequality of the Combar, and 
deteſſingFkich exceſſive odds ; cryed 'out, Thy incivility ſhall not make me fail to 
do what becomes me, and ſince thon haſt more valony then conrteſie, I for thee will 
' hazard that life which thou wouldſt have taken fre#' me - And-at theſe words, 
falling in with a marvellous readineſs among thoſe that were newly come, he laid 
two of them at his feet, with the two firſt blowes he made, and gave him that was 
_—_— leiſure to leap upon one of their Horſes, and to come up to him, 
which he did with a wonderful dexterity. This Cavalier ſeeing himſelf relie- 
ved with ſo much generoſity, by a man whom he had uſed ſoill, atfirit admired 
his vertue ; but he became an Idolater of it, when he ſaw him lay rwo more of 
his Enemies dead upon«he ground , and charge :the reſt with ſo marvellous a cou. 
rage, that he ſeemed not to have any need of his help to defeat them all: butin 
concluſion, having vigorouſly ſeconded him, and he that accompanied the Stran- 
ger being joyned to his Maſter, they fought all thiree with ſo great yalour, and fo 
fortune, that in a ſhort time, they forced thoſe who could eſcape, to ſeek their 
afery inthe ſpeed of their Horſes. 

They ſtaid upon the place without purſuing them, andthe Stranger feeling: his 
Horſe tail, by reaſon of ſome wound he had received, forſook his back and leapt 
lightly to the ground; which he whom he had relieved perceiving, he alighted al. 
ſodrom his, and putting up the Beaver of his Helmet, went to Lute him with a 
civility very different from his firſt reception. The Stranger was much taken with 


his graceful faſhion, and when he ſaw his face at a nearer diſtance, obſery'd ſome-. . 


thing in it that was not utterly unknown to him ; ſgforgetting all manner of enmi- 
ty, he embraced him with a very great affe&tion. Generos me. F | ſaid the other ) 


or rather the moſt vertwous of men, if my life were dear to me, 1 be obliged to 
bim that had preſervedit , but haw great occaſion ſorver I have tie it , and what 
deſign ' ſeever Thad to loſe it, T will forget both to ſatisfie my engagement, and will n1 
more diſpoſe of a thing which you have ſo gloriouſly acquired, and which 1 ought to 
employ onely for your ſervice. My love to yuur vertne ties me much more ſtrongly 
then the obligation I have to you ;, and the knowledge you have given me of it, makes 
we hipe for pardon of an incivility, to which my juſt anger and de{pair tranſported 
me; Ton will without doubt excuſe it, when you ſhall heax the cauſe, and will judge 
you have not more obliged me by mine own ſafety, then you have injur'd -me in that of 
the Traitor Perdiccas. The Stranger by this Diſcourſe, and by the name of Per- 

diccas 


UMI 


diccas, judging of chat perſons quality, repaid his civilities with intereſt, and ſtrivi 

ro _reca or, Idea's, which time had almoſt blatred out of his remembrance, he 
ſhewedſo much the deſire he had to know him, that the other marking his impati- 
ence: 1 ſhould be ingrateful, ( ſaid he) If F ſhould hide bis name, whoſe heart ſhall 
wever be bidden from you;, 1 am the unfortunate Lylumachus, and now more unfor- 
twnate then ever, ſince. 1 am conſt rained to prolong my miſerable life, . to acquit my 
ſelf of what 1 owe to you. This nimeof Zyſmachns did abſolutely open the Stran- 
gers eyes; and looking intentively upon him,: he no longer doubted but that he was 
the ſame, whom he had ſeen appear with ſo much ſplendor in the Court of: Alex- 
ander the Great ;; he prais'd the Gods in his hearr, . for the opportunity rbey had: gi- 
yen him, to ſerve {o vertuous a perſon, but not being willing to diſcover himſelf 
yer unto him, he only replied, The name of Lyſimachus is ſo famous, as that of 
Alexander the Great is hardly more, and one muſt never have heard ſpeak of his life 
to be ignorant of the wonders of yours, IT did not expett unto my ſelf ſo glorious an 
event of this encounter ;,, and the [atisfattion I receive thereby makes- me forget the 
reſt of my _—_— Lyſimachus anſwered ſo obliging words, with all the kind- 
neſs that can be uſed in a mott perfe& friendſhip ; whereof having made recipro- 
cal promiſes, and confirming their promiſes with an infinite number of proteſtarions, 
Lyſimachns conſidered that Stranger with the ſame admiration he had done during 
the fight; and truly his aſtoniſhment was not without a very juſt cauſe, ſince the 
Gods had endowed him with all the moſt excellent parts that can render a perſon 
accompliſhed , his face was marvellouſly handſome, and through a beauty, which 


had nothing of effeminate, one might obſerve ſomething ſo Martial, ſo #SKling, h 


and ſo Majeſtick, as might in all hearts make an impreflion of Love, Fear, and Re- 
ſpe at once; his ſtature exceeded that of the talleſt men, but the proportion of it 
Was wonderfully exaR, and all the motions of his body had a grace and liberty 
that was nothing common: his age ſeemed to be then about ſix or ſeven and twen- 
ty, the Sun-burn and toil of a long journey had a little taken off the luſtre of 
his former beauty; and the length and negligence of his hair ſufficiently teſtified: 
the little care he had to preſerve himſelf, But this forgerfulneſs of a thing, which 


the importance of his affairs, and the accidents of his life had conſtrained him to 


deſpiſe, hindred not Lyſimachs from obſerving ſofair remainders of beauty, thar 


he conſidered him as anextraordinary perſorr; and the union of fo many excellent; 


rts added to the obligation he had to him, imprinted ſo true an affection in his 
gps neither lengih of years, nor the accidents which after happen'd tothem, were 
ever able to diminiſh. All things contributed unito it,” they were alike in age ; the 
graceful behaviour of Lyſmachus yielded little to thar of the Stranger, and if an 
exceeding deep ſadneſs had not ſomerhing impaired ir,there would have been bur little 
difference. . The Stranger who by common fame, and by what he had ſeen of it him- 
ſelf, was already well acquainted with his vertue, diſcovering with more heedful- 
neſs, as with more intereſt then before, ſo many, rare' qualities in him, conceived 
a very high eſteem of his-perſon, and made no reſiſtance agiinſt the powerful incli- 
nation which he felt take birth in him, coward a man fo conſiderable. After their 
aſtoniſhment was paſt over, and that they were come co themſelves out of the exta- 
fie, in which the merits of each ocher had mutually held them : the Stranger begin- 
ning to ſpeak, If 1 feared not ( faid he to Lyſimachus ) that my curioſity might dif 
pleaſe you, I would atk the cauſe of that hatred, which you ſhew you bear againſt 
Perdiccas ; ſince knowing the reputation of you both, ] newer heard but that yiu lived 
in the Court of Alexander the Great with very god correſapndence ,, and 1 but now 
ſaw you ſo furiouſly exaſperated againſt him, that the knowledge I have of your ma« 
deration makes me judge, ſo great an animoſity is cauſed by greater reaſons. Here 
it wasthat Zyſimachus conſtancy vaniſhed, and his tears overflowed with fo much 
violence, that it was a long time before he could anſwer him ; and affoon as he was 
able to ſpeak again, lifting his eyes up mournfully ro Heaven : Great Gods, (cryed 


he ) ſince you have permitted me to ſurvive the greateſt perfeftion you ever ſent into © 
' thirworld ; Tf you deſtine me not ts revenge thoſe illuſtrions perſons, add not one minute 
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to this life, which I dp bat [anguiſh in with borroxr,, and which T can draw out xs 
longer without ſhame. Towoblige me, ( continued he with an infinite number of ſighs ) 
by believing I have ſo much moderation, as not to precipitate my ſelf with ſo blinde. 4 
rage, into a Combat, the cauſe whereof Were ſlight or common , but T have ſo weigh- 
ty ai one, that it is impoſſible for me to expreſs th: leaſt part of it , and it ſhall ſatiſ< 
me to tell you, I proſecute that infamous Perdiccas, as the murtherer, or rather 
the burcherer of the fair Queen Staryra, widow to Alexander the Great, and of 
the Divine Pariſatis her ſiſter , #idow- ro his dear Hepheſtion. He accompanied 
theſe few words with ſo many tears, and doleful lamentations, that any other 
heart except that Strangers, would thereby have been touched wich compaſſion ; bur 
his being too ſenſible for ic ſelf, to take heed to the ations of Lyſimachus, he only 
changed colour twice or thrice, and looking upon him with a wandring eye, Lyſo- 
machus, (aid heY 7 conjure you by all the Gods, tell me true , is Queen vatyra dead ? 
Ic is be roo true, ſheis, ( replied Lyſimachrs ) and if you will hear her end in a few 
words ; know, That as ſen as Alexander the Great was dead, pityleſs Roxana, 
who during the life of that great Prince had been racked with an horrible jealouſie of 
her, giving Order that that poor Princeſſe .( who was at that time retired With her 
(ſter to the Caſtle of Calcis ) ſhould not be advertiſed of his death , wrote Letters in 
the nam: of the deceaſed King, carneſtly perſwading her to come with ſpced to Babylon. 
And to give a better foundation to that treachery, ſhe, and Perdiccas ſealed them with 
the Ring which that great Prince as he lay dying had put into the hands of that diſloyal 
manu, and which he ſhould have made.uſe of to another purpoſe, then the deſtyuttion of 
that which was deareſt to him. Thus were theſe innocent Ladies drawn into the ſnare 
which had been ſct for them; and that wery day this cruel Woman, and that horrible 
Aurtherer, cauſing them to be killed in their preſence, caſt their fair bodies into two 
wells, and covered them With a great number of ſtones. The Stranger ſtaid not for the 
end of this Relation, bur lifting up his eyes ro Heaven, Great Gods, ( ſaid he, with 
a tone quite different from his ordinary voice ) to day it is that I receive the effefts of 
your promiſes, and that after a ten years perſecution,* you grant me the repoſe you have 
made me hope for in theſe Countries, And at theſe words, after having looked upon 
Lyſimachus, with ap affrighted countenance, in. which death wasalready naturally 
painted, + he drew his Sword, *and ſertingthe point of it where the defeR of hisarms 
gave way, threw himſelf ſo ſuddenly _ ir, that neither Lyſmachas nor his Squire 
had means to hinder him, and fell ac their feet weltring ina River of his own blood, 
Atthenoiſe he made in his fall, and at the cry of his Squire, Ly/macha ſtarred out 
ef the deepſtudy, in which the renewing of his griets had buried him, and helping 
the Squire,who in deſpair of that accident,diſ-armed his poor Maſter with crys of a 
man beſides himſelf, mingled his tears with his, with fo great teſtimony of grief as 
made him judge that his friendſhip was already exceeding ſtrong, even in its yery 
birch, When he was unarmed, they found he breathed ſtill ; and obſerving his wound 
as heedfully as the trouble they were in would permit, they ſaw that the Sword (not 
having ſeconded his deſign ) had flipr along his Cuirafſe, and had only p-ſſed flant- 
ing between his Ribs : this making them conceive ſome hope of him, cauſed them to 
apply all their cares to ſtanch his blood, the loſs whereof had already ſo weakned 
him, that he had almoſt no longer trength ro move. While they were bufied abour 
this neceſlary office, the Gods ſent them two good honeſt Country men, who ſeein 
them in that condition, and couched with comp:ilion at fo fad an objeR, charitably 
offered them their afliſtance. Zy/imachw praiſed the Heavens for that happy chance 
and having learnt from them that their Houſe was in a Wood, not above two or three 
hundred paces diſtant from thence, he reſolyed to hve him carried thither,not think- 
ing in that change of affairs, that there was much ſafety for either ofthem in Babylon, 
the Squire moreover having told him, there were powerful conſiderations, which 
ſhould hinder his Maſter from retiring thither. This reſolution being taken, they put 
him upon the Squires Horſe, he gerting behinde to keep him up; and holding an Hand- 
kerchief upon his wound,they began to follow the two Country men. But before th 
arrivedat their Houſe, Zy/ſimachss ſpeaking to the elder : Friend,(faid be) ir 55 for 
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thy good fortune, if thou knoweſt hoW 19 make wſe of it, that the Gods have ſent thee 
this encounter ;, anyl if thou keepeſt that fidelity ta ws, which we yy for from thee, thou 
hoſt found an opportunity to enrich thy ſelf. T he Country man' having made prote- 
Rarions to himin very handfome Language, Lyſimachus ſiw he wasan underſtanding 
- man; and having alſo drawn Oaths from him char he would nor betray them, he com- 
manded him to goto Babylon, and having furniſhed bim with all the dire&ions and 
inſtrutions that were neceſfary,he gave him alto rwo Rings, bidding him keepone of 
them for himſelf, and give the other as a token to his Phylitian Amintas, and ſome 0- 
chers of his ſervants, which he thought he ſhould need in that retiremenc, with order 
co come preſently along with him, and bring all things that were needful for them, as 
well co cure the Stranger,avto to defray their expetices. Then having above all things 
enjoyn'd him ſecrecy, he ſent him away ; and being guided by the other, who was his 
ſon, came ar laſt to che Houſe, where preſently they were well reteived by Women 
they found there, who being informed by the young man concerning the liberalicy 
and quality of their gueſts, offered themſelves to ſerve them with all manner of difi- 
gence; atrec which they laid the poor wounded Stranger in bed, loſs of blood ha- 
vingalready deprived him of all ftrength and knowledge, 8 | 

Though Ly/machus misfortunes gave him matter of deſpair, andrhat being not to 
be comforced himſelf, he was little capable of comforting or helping another, yer 
his oblig1tion to chat Stranger,and the intereſt he believed he had in a miſchief which 
he had occaſioned by his Diſcourſe,adding to the inclinations he had already towards 
him, and to the incitements of his own vertue, made him reſolve not to forſake him, 
but to ſuſpend che remembrance of his own unhappineſs, thathe might give him aſ- 
ſiſtance to the utrermoſt, Afterwards coming to make refleion upon the cauſe of 
that accident, and how powerfully the ſtranger was concerned in the death of the 
Princeſs of Perſia, he could not divine the cauſe of it, ar1 expeRing till he could 
learn it either from himſelf or from his Squire, he confirmed himſelf inthe friendſhip * 
he had vowed to him, gueſfing by the proofs he had, that they were companions in 
fortune, and that che deſpair of both proceeded from the ſame cauſe, 

He was taken off from thefe thoughts by the return ot old Polemon and his Phy. 
ſitian Amintas,accompanied with ſome Chirurgions, and other ſervants he had ſent 
for ; Lyſmachus praiſed their diligence, and having recommended the Stra 
health to his Phyſinan, would needs ſee his wound ſearched. Afſoon as Jniatartnd 

roab'dir, he judged it not dangerous, and afluring his Maſter of his recovery, filled 
lim with as much joy as he was capable to receive. The faithful Squire w3s quite 
tranſported at ir, and waited upon thoſe that endeavoured his Maſters cure,with ſuch 
a ze1l asdid viſibly demonſtrate his affe&ion rowards him, The Chirurgions havin 
applied che firſt remediesto his wound, poured a certain cordial into his Larry 
within a while after made him recover his ſpirits, vght, and _—_ When he was 
come out of his ſwoun, he fixed his eyes upon the firſt obje&s tht p elented themſelves 
nuto him ; and ſeeing himſelf encompaſſed by Zyſimachxs, bis Squire, and thoſethat 
had dreſſed him, he tor ſome time conſidered both the place where he was, and the 
perſons that were preſent; and doubting of the truth of the buſineſs, he turried his 
eyes ſlowly upon thoſe that were neareſt him; and having lookt upon them a while 
without ſpeaking, Crxel E nemies, ( ſaid he, with a weak voice) w-at have 7 done to 
you that you ſhould perſecute me with ſo much inhnmanity ? Then feeling the pain 
of his wound, he laid his hands upon ir, and would have torn off che Swathes, if Zyſ- 
machus knowing his deſign had not ſeized upon them, eaſily holding him byreaſon of 
his weakneſs. The Stranget ſeeing himſelt hindred from his Reſolution, looke firſt 
upon him with a threatning eye; and then finding himſelf roo weak to execute what he 
had in his mind, he trove to move him by ſome tears which ran down his cheeks, and 
might have obtained any thing elſe of him, except what they demanded, Zyfmachns 
nearly touched with compaſſion, alledged all the Reaſons that mighe difſwade him 
from his deſpair, and ſeeing he vouchſafed not ro hearthem, and that in the end ic 
would be impoſſible to force him tolive, he reſolyedto try it point of Honour con!d 
work him tg his own preſervation, Sir, ( ſaid ke, with a morereſolute yoice wn be- 
ore 
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fore) till now 1 believed you vertuons,, but at laſt you force we totell you, you injure 
the proofs you have given of it by a, manifeſt unworthineſs , and Jyonjure you by all 
the my continued he ) and by the memory of the Princeſſes of Perlia ( if it be true, 
that you did love them ) ro aſſiſt me in the revenge I muſt take of their deaths , deſiring 
Jon to live but, ſo long, as to tear awa) the lives of their AMurtherers , for whom [ find 
my ſelf too weak, Without your help ,, both they and I do beg it of you, and if you 
be as much concerned in their loſs as youe Would have it beleeved, know that you cannot die 
but ignominiouſly, if you do not at leaſt endeavour it, as well for your own honour, as their 
ſatisfattion  [ have as much cauſe to die as you can have , and ſince in this extremity 
it is no longer time to conceal it, know that ] would nut have out-lived the Princeſſe Pariſi. 
tis, if 7 had not believed my ſel gs to ſatisfie her Ghoſt by the blood of thoſe that 
raviſhed her from me, This Diſcourſe had ſo much power over the mind of this deſpe. 
rate Stranger, that having maturely weighed it he was aſhamed of the deſire he had 
before to die, without revenge, and witneſſed his repentance. to Lyſimachus by 
theſe words; You have overcome, Lylimachus, bat remember the time you have de- 
manded, and never deſire me to lengthenit : Inthe interim, Araxes ſhall tell Jon the 
cauſe of my deſpair, and neither conceal from you the name, nor life of the miſerable con- 
panionof your misfortunes. After thele words, he no longer oppoſed the will of the 
Chirurgions ; and being forbidden to ſpeak for ſome few daics, Lyſmachm reſolved 
to ſpend that time in learning the whole Hiſtory ofa Life, which he judged to be full 
of very remarkable accidents.Bur becauſe the night was already a good way advanced, 
after having taken a light ſupper, and recommended the hurt Stranger to thoſe thar 
had the care of him, he went to bed, and rill it was day reſted as much as his gricts 
would ſuffer him. 

- The next morning aſſoon as he was up,he enquired after the health ofthe wounded 
Stranger ; and being told he was aſleep, he led his Squire into a garden, which the Ma- 
Nerof the Houſe kept trimm'd with very great care , the beauty whereof was extra- 
ordinary for one of his condition, being fitted with all rhings that could make a place 
delightful When they were come into it, they walk*d a while in the ſhade of a plea- 
nt: Alley; and after they had taken a few turns, Lyſimachs through a Hedge ; 
which parted two Walks, heard the voice of two perſons diſcourſing together , and [ 
having lent an ear with ſome attention, he diſcern'd that of old Pclemontheir Land- b- 
jord, who ſpoke on this manner: 7 am wot able to clear your doubts, Caſſandra, x 

but time and the abode you will make in this place may eaſily reſolve them ; for my part 1 
I will labour in it all that I can pefſibly, and proteſt to you by all the Gods, 1 will ſpare » 
neither my endeavours, no, nor my life it ſelf for your contentment. Jn the mean time, ; 
ſtrive to ſettle your mind, both from your frights and your afflittions, and believe thar 
Caſſindra's vertae is too conſederable to the Gods, to let it lie any longer under theſe 
misfortunes that pe rſecuteit. Pclemen making a ſtop at theſe words, the other with 
whom. he talked, after two or three ſighs, which were over-heard by Zy/ima- 
chus, was in probability ready to make anſwer, when both being, come to the ends 
of their ſeveral Allies, met at theentry into another, which went croſs them, This 
encounter made Ly/imachus ſee, that ir wasa woman of very fair ſtature, cloathed 
almoſtin a meer Country habit, who was diſcourling with Polezzen , This wasall he 
could diſcern , and ſhe who delired no witneſſes of her converſation, ſeeing her ſelf 
ſurpriſed by that company, turned her back to him as ſuddenly as well ſhe could, and 
walking haſtily away, went out of the Garden at alittle door that led into an high 
Wood, which grew cloſe by the wall. Zyſmachus in whom the conſideration 
of his own miſhaps had extinguiſhed that curiofity which is natural ro mankinde, 
ſought no deeper into that adventure, nor enquiredinto a ſecret to which he was nor 
called ; only he lifted up his eyes to Heaven, ina refletion upon his own misfortunes, 
occaſioned by the remembrance of anothers , and taking Araxes by the hand, led 
him to a pleaſing Fountain, upon the edge whereof being ſ:r down, and making 
bim fit by him, he put him in mirde of his Maſters command, and prayed him very 
civifly to recount unto him all the particulars of his life. The Squire who had recet- 
ved ſuch order from his Maſter, and who of hinelf was willing ta obey him, after 
"aying bethought himſelf a while, began on this manner The 
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THE HISTORY OF 
OROONDATES. . * 


vs N the Relation Iam to make you Sir, youwill ſee the true picture of the incon- 
ſancies of Fortune : and ſince my Lords command, and the deſire 1 have to ſa- 
tisfie you, engage me to the recital of a life through the whole courſe of it-full 
of wonders, I will endeavor to acquit my ſelf as well as peffibly I can And 
becauſe it were very ſtrange, if length ot time, and the variety of our troubles, ſhould 
not have made parrt of the accidents that make it up, eſcape my memory, 1 will en- 
deavour to recal to mind, the moſt remarkable ones : and ſince have the liberty to 
doit, I will diſcover to you things that are miraculous, and unknown to all the reſt 
of mankind. | 
Alchough my Maſters inability to perform it himſelf, had not conſtrained him-x0s 
vive this Commiſſion to me, he would have had very great reaſon howſoever foto do, 
ſince that in the miracles of his life, there Imve ſo many things paſſed to his advantage 
and glory, that his modeſty would never have ſuffered him to relate them to the full; 
Beſides, 1 am ſo well inſtruRted in them, having been preſent at the.greateſt parr,and 
havinglearnt thoſe from his own -mouth, of which 1 could not be an eye-witneſs,: 
that even to the ſmallelt particularities, I am not leſs knowing in themthen hime; 
ſelf. : | 
His name is Oroondates, which without doubt would be more known to you then' 
itis, ifthe neceſlity of his affairs had not obliged him almoſt ever to conceal it. His; 
birth is of the moſt illuſtrious ia the world, being the onely ſon and lawful heir-of 
the creat King of Scythia : ſo powerful, and fo terrible to his Neighbours, that even 
Alexander the Great himſelf, ro whom almoſt the whole Earth ſabmirred, never made 
_ againſt him, ( as yourſelf cantell better then ) but to his loſs and confu- 
10n, | | 
As for the quahktiesof his minde, you will know them, when you haye a little fre- 
quented his company ; and for his Perſon, you ſee what it is: yetI may tell you, that 
how graceful an outfide ſoever you obſerve in him, his Griefs, and the toillomeneſs 
of his Voiages, have taken offa great part of its excellency, having appeared with 
ſo much luſtre, while Fortune ſmiled upon him,that even thoſe who were moſt inſenſi- 
ble, never beheld him with an indifferent —_— King his Father finding in him from 
his very Infancy, the moſt excellent nature he could wiſh,and in a body marvellouſl 
handſome a ſoul capable of all gallant impreſſions, reſolved to nouriſh both wi 
ſo great care, that none ſhould be able to reproa ch him, for not having contributed all 
that lay in him, to ſecond Nature who had fo liberally obliged him, It was about 
that time that1, with many others of my age, was given him for a witneſsand com- 
panion of his exerciſes : bur as he ſurpaſled usall in birth, ſo did he likewiſe quickly 
out{trip us in the profit he made under hisMaſters, which was ſuch, asI believe I may 
tell you without falſhood, that when he was bur fourteen years old he excelledin 
kilfulneſs, vigor, grace, and dexterity ( either to ride a Horſe, dart a Javelin, and uſe 
all kind of arms, or in dancing, ſinging, and playing upon the Lyre, ) both all thoſe 
of his own time, and likewiſe all of tormer ages. Beſides the graces of his body, 
they that were near him obſerved much more advantageous ones in his manners 
and converſation ; His diſcourſe, and all his ations made appear the viyacity, and 
excellency of his wit, hisſweetneſs and goodneſs were adored by the whole world, 
and indeed he ſought for nothing with ſo much care, as the occaſions of obliging 
vertuous perſons , and when he met with them, he did it fo bandſomely, that his man- 
ner of obliging engaged them a great deal more then the obligationit ſell. His 
liberality was ſuch,thar he kept nothing for himſelf, and from his earlieſt youth, he di- 


{tributed allthe Revenue allotted him tor lus ſports and pleaſures,among Rn ——" 
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tlemen of his own age, with ſo much noblenefs and freedom, as made known ſuffi. 
ciently, he took as great delight in giving, as the moſt covetous perſons do in recei- 
ving. In ſhort, all A aQions, and all his thoughts, were truly Royal, and all Scy:hia 
with her King looked upon this riſing Sun, as the honour of his Connery, and the prop 
of its future glory and greatneſs. To ſay the truth, their hopes were not ill ground- 
ed, ant you will give meleave to tell you by the way, that his manner of education 
was more then ordinary ; and without doubt you will think it ſtrange among Scyrh;.. 
ans, whom you Grecians, Macedonians, and other more remote Provinces, have al- 
waies held for barbarous, cruel,uncivil, and ſuch as fived only according to theLarwy of 
Nacure, and 1 will confeſs to you, our forefathers were ſo , and that thereare ſtill 
ſome far diſtant places, where they yet retain ſomething of their ancient manners, and 
where they live with much leſs politeneſs then amongſt us. But inthe Courts of our 
Kings, inthe Houſes of perſons of quality, and in our good ' owns, they live with 
as much pomp as the Perſians ; are as much civilized as the Athenians, and have the 
fame Government that is among the Lacedemonians. . T homiris was one of the firſt 
that reduced our ſtragling Scythians, withinthe comp»ſ$ of wall'd Towns, 2 nd thoſe 
that ſucceeded her laboured in it with ſo great induſtry, that within a while the 
brought that free, warlike people, void of all craft, under the ſame Laws with the rel 
of Exrope ; ſo that I can aſſure you with truth , our great King Afatthexs doth at 
this day poſſeſs one of the greateſt, moſt flouriſhing, and beſt govern'd Empires of 
the wot 

But to return to my Prince, whoſe infancy I will forget, to paſs on to an enter. 
tainment more worthy of you : Arfifteen years old, he wasof the ſtature of the 
ealleſt men, and endowed ( beſides the dexterity I have already ſpoke of ) with ſo ex- 
traordinary a ſtrength, that all the world admired the effects of it : he was of a very 
healthful conſtitution, patient of cold, heat, and all other incommodiries, indefatiga- 
ble on foot, or on horſeback, nay, to ſuch a degree, that at that age,he had many times 
continued whole daies and nights compleatly .arm'd, and had already given many 

$ of an undaunted courage. He wanted no opportunities to fhew them, for 

the implacable War which was between the King his Father, andthe King of Perſ;a, 
ave him a thouſgnd occaſions to exerciſe that matchleſs valour, wherewith the Gods 
ad particularly bleTTed him, Not bur that you have heardſpeak of a War, the be. 
ginnings whereof are as ancient asthoſe of this Empire. Cyrus thefirſt Monarch of 

e Perfians, laid. the foundations of it , and promiſing himſelf the fame faciliry in 
ſabduing that Warlike Nation, he had found in conquering the cowardly and effe- 
minate Lydians, periſh'd in the enterpriſe with his whole Army. Daris, firſt of that 
name, deſiring to repair that loſs, and the diſhonourof the Perſians, loſtan Army 
there of roo000 men, and if this cruel War had any reſpit during the Reigns of their 
Succeſſors,it was their mutual weakneſs,or the multiplicity of their other »firs,rather 
then any end of their diſcord, which gave them that intermiſſion. Butthis old hatred 
being renewedin the hearts of the late King Darixs, and of the King my Soveraign, 
thoſe two exaſperated Monarchs ſolemnized it by the death of ſo many thouſand 
men, that the Land of the 7aſſagetes will look white yet for many ages, with the 
bones of Perſians and Scythians, which there ended unfortunately their daies. 

Tt was intheſe occaſions that young 2roorfates paſſed his apprentiſhip, and that be- 
ing ſctrcely out of his Infancy he made himſelf famous in ſo many encounters, by a 
thouſand ations of courage and diſcretion , that the King his Father conſidering him 
asa manſent miraculouſly from Heayen, the more to animate and improve him, did 
not think much, before he was full ſeventeen, to give him the command of ſome part 
of his Cavalry. We had repulſed Darixsto the hither fide of the Araxis, ( who 
a while before was entred in perſon into our Countries, where he had loſt fifty 
thouſand men ) and welay upon the Bank of that River enc1mped and entrenched 
almoſt within fight of one another, and fix'd in the eternal deſign of doing each other 
miſchief. There paſs'd few daies without ſome light skirmiſhes, encounters, or ſingle 
combats; but no occaſion in which Prince Oroondates made not himſelf remark-ble 
by ſome glorious ation, One day ( a day alas moſt fatal! to our quiet, and which 6 
many 
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many other unhappy ones have ſucceeded,) the King was adverriſed that the enemies 
Army, either through the negligence of their Commanders, or ſome other reaſons 
unknown to us, kept not ſo i{trit Guards as the Neighborhood of fo terrible an 
Enemy ſeemed to require, This intelligence made the Kingreſolve to aſſault.chem 


+ by nightin their Trenches, knowing well that for aCtions of that nature, the Scythje 


ans have the advantage above all other people of the Earth, The Councel of War 
having been held, and all Orders _u for char deſign, afſoon asit was night the 
Forces deſtin'd for the execution of it began to march, leaving in our Camp only 
ſuch as were neceſſary for its defence, The Enemies Scouts having diſcovered us, 
ran to give thz Alirm to their Camp ; yet their diligence could not prevent us fo far, 
but that having forced their Out-Guards, we were already upon the edge of their 
Entrenchments, e'te they had notice of us. Their Works were but of ſmall de. 
fence, and their little Trenches being fil d up with bruſh Faggots, which we carried 
for that purpoſe, our Cavalry entred ina manner withour rettiſtance. The horrible 
noiſe of our Marrtial Inſtraments, together with ſo unexpeRted a Surprize, ſtruck ſuch 
a terrible fright into the _ that before they could recover their fear, part of 
thejr Army was already defeated : Indeed this way of making War was ſo differenc 
from theirs, that I do not think it ſtrange, 1f inthe horrour of the dark, an aſſtulc 
ſo little foreſeen did cauſe ſome confuſion among Soldiers that were faſt aſleep. 
There wasa great number ſlain in the firſt onſer, but in the,end fazer, one of Da- 
rius his principal Commanders, Rallying ſome Forces as well as poſlibly he could, held 
part of onrs inplay, and gave'Darixs leiſure to draw up the reſt into ſome form of 
Battel.” Byt being deſirous co confine my Diſcourſe to 0rcondates ations, and ſpeak- 
ing of others only inaſmuch as they are neceſſary to my Relation; I will tell you, 
that having charged at the head of three thouſand Horſe, he beat down all that en- 
deayoured to make any reſiſtance, diſdaining through generoſity, to embrue his own, 
or his Soldiers Swords in the blood of men aſleep, - and without defence. He was 
eaſte ro be known, though in the dark, by a great white plume of Feathers, thar 
waved over the Buttock of an Horſe, whiter then Snow, and by a Stone extreamly 
precious among the Perſcans, which they call a Pyrope, and which faſtned on the 
top of his Head-piece caſt ſuch a flaming light, as was deſervedly to be wondred 
at. How miny aQions did he inthat obſcurity, worthy of the brighteſt day, and 
of the whole world to be Spectators. His Soldiers —_— by his example, 
ſtrove all ro follow him , and imitaring that ſpirit which thruſt him on amorgthe 
thickeſt blows, were by that conſideration enabled ts do aRtiors which ſurpaſs'd 
the ability of men : I was then with my Maſter, and to ſpeak truth, one of the 
neareſt to his perſon, which makes me the more knowing in thoſe things that hap- 
pen'd that faral night. To be briet, his-courage tranſported him fo tar, that he 
diſcovered Darius Tents, and knew them by the numberof the Guards that de- 
fended them : two thouſand Athenians ( beſides the Perſians of the ordinary Guard) 
had taken that charge that night by Dari»s order, under the command of one 
Patro who was alſoan Athenian, and had been ſome little time under his pay." 
This fight {tirr'd up a violent defire in the minde of our Prince, of winning ho- 
nor, and in that of his Soldiers, of gaining ſo remarkablea Booty, as the Equi- 
page-of the Richeſt and moſt Luxurious King in the whole world. Theſe two 
different conſiderations carried them on to this aſſault, with ſo much eagerneſs, 
and' reſolution, that after long and ſharp reſiſtance, in which we loſt the better 
part of our men, and wherein all the Athezians fell with moſt honorable wounds, 
we at laſt remained Conquerours, and were ready to break into the Tents with a 
confuſed throng, if the Prince who ſtrove to hinder that diſorder, and defired ro pay 
Darins what was due unto his quality, had not ſtopt us by entreaties and threat- 
nings. The profound reſpe& which every one bore him av to a.divine perſon, 
cauſedan obedience, without murmuring , and then CES his Horſeg aC- 
companied only by fifty of us which he choſe, whereof I-had the honour ©o be 
one, he m—_ with his Sword in his hand into the Tents, -makmg all che reſt 


ſtay in good order at the going in. But O Gods, what an aſtoniſhment mas 
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his, when in ſtead of Enemies which he ſought for, he by the light of an hundred 
tapers, ſaw a troop of Ladies, who inſtantly ſent forch molt lamencible crics, and 
ſufficiently teſtified the fright and terrour - which che light of us hid 6ccaſioned in 
them. They were ( as we have known ſince, and as we gueſſed then, by the retpeR 
the others " Ger them ) the old Queen Sy/gambss, Mocher ro Dariws, the Queen + 
his wife, and the two Princeſſes, Statira and Pariſatis his Daughters, 

You will not think this rel:tion ſtr:nge, ſince you know that during all our Wars 
they never forſook him, and that the great number of their Ch «riots, and the good 
order of their Equip'ge made their :bode in the Army almoſt as commodious as if 
they had beenin Per/epolis Darins was gone ouc of the tents, at the beginning of 
the alarm, haſting to thoſe pl ices where he thought his preſence was molt neceſ- 
ſ.ry ; he had ( as Icold you) left the charge of the Princeſſes to them that were of 
the ordinary Guard, and to thoſe Arhenians, who all died fighting obſtinately 
uponthe place. Judge if theſe Ladies were affrighted, ſeeing my Prince all ſmear'd 
with blood, his ſword in his hand, andaccompanied with fo many of us in the ſime 

ſture, enterintoa place of Conqueſt, witha fierceneſs which even in the midſt of 
blood would have had ſomerhing very pleaſing, if the trouble in which they were 
would haye permitted them to conſider ir. Ihe young Princeſſes more dead then 
living, ſhrunk cloſe to their Mother, and to old Sy{gambrs, thinking themſelves 
in ſome ſafety neer ſo venerable a perſon. That great Queen, to whom the Gods 
had givena heart equal c6 her qu-liry, blamed their deſpair, and waited for her de. 
ſtiny with p:tience, when the Prince ſurpriſed at ſo unlook'd for an objeR, which 
made him ſtand for a while ſtrucken ina confuſed amazement, at laſt recovered him- 
ſelf, and mide his addreſs to her with ſo humble a reſpeR, that ſhe quickly bi- 
niſh'd all manner of ferr, and prais'd the Gods, for having made Dariss Family 
fall into the htnds of ſo civil an Enemy. 

He had taken off his headpiece, and ler the poinc of his ſword fall to the ground, 
which moved the Princefles, being a little ferled again, to look upon him with a 
heedful conſideration. The heat of the fight, and the aſtonithmenr of chat ef- 
counter, had added a luſtre to his natural beauty, which in the opinion of thoſe 
Ladies, made himar firſt piſs for a God; but their eſteem grew yet to a greater 
height, when bowing downco the ground, anddireRting his diſcourſe to Syfgam- 
bis, he ſaid in the P-rſian Langurge, which he ſpe- ks with as much facility as if 
he had been born in Perſepilis : I ſhould not be pardonable, Madam, in the erronr, 
which night hath made me. to' commit, if its darkneſs did not plead for my excuſe, and 
if 7 did not proteſt to you before all the Gods, that had I known the ſex, and quality 
of thoſe perſons I have fo mortally offended, I world rather have been mine own d:ſtrutti- 
0, than have diſturb'd their quiet, or have offered ro come in among them ſo unreverent= 
ly, if my crime could be repaired, I ſhould not think my blood, no nor my life too dear 
fox its expi-tion ;, but ſince that is not in my power, be pleaſed t» give me leave, Ma- 
dam, to conjure you, and theſe Ladies alſo, to caſt away that apprehenſimm, which ſo 
wnncivil an entrance hath undoubtedly cauſed in you, Theſe that are with meobey my 
Orders, and neither they nor I pretend any greater advantage here, then the h-nour 
to ſerve you as Guards till the return of your own, and to have the opportunity of leſſen * 
ang ( by ſome ſmall ſervice, the ill opinion this rudeneſs has made you concetve of us, 
While he ſpoke on this manner, the Ladies were in ſuch ſuſpence between joy and 
admiration, that Sy/igambis could not of a long time find words to anſwer the Civility 
of ſo generous a Conquerour : from a Priſoner which ſhe beliey'd her ſelf, ſhe ſaw 
ſhe was not only free, bur till reigning and abſolute over thoſe co whom ſhe thoughe 
ſhe had been captive, Before ſhe would have accounted her condition moſt happy, 
if ſhe could bur have hoped to obtain the liberty of her ſelf, and her daughters, by 
a part of Darius Dominions : and this glorious enemy, not only gives up all kind 
of _ and pretentions to them, but even offers himſelf ro be their defence a- 
S1nſt his own Souldiers, and to do the ſame offices they could have expeRed from 
thoſe the Gods had made to be born their Subje&s. The Conſideration of this 


happineſs, and the admiration of ſo'preat a vertue, held her for ſome time in a ſu. 
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ſpended ſilence : but at laſt not to appepr uncivil, ſhe anſwered him with all the hu- 
mility her preſent condition could require. Jhoſcever you are, Sir, whether you be 
born amongſt men, or rather ( as your attions teftifie ) you ſpring from the blood of the 
Gods; neither 1 have words to praiſe you, nor Darius Empires to acquit himſelf of 
what he owes you, no mr heaven it ſelf graces enow to recompence your vertwe ;, the 
proofs you give of it, both to onr coſt, and toour advantage, ftrike us with ſo much ad- 
miration of your valour, and. ſo. great a ſence of your goodneſs, that we are doubly your 
priſoners; your modeſty hinders you from giving us that title, but our knowledge of the 
rights of war makes us take it, and that of your vertue will enable us to bear it with 
much patience She afterwards ſiid many other things to which he lent but little at- 
tention, having by misfortune fixt his eye upon the face of the Princeſs Sratira 
from whence he never withdrew ir, till he left her his heart in exchange ; A wonder. 
ful thing ! who would have believ'd that this young Prince ſhould find his own 
loGin bis firlt Conqueit, and chat he who had with an indifferent eye, ſeen all the 
beauties of Scy$;a die for him, ſhould in fight, in blood, andin horrour, meet 
thar which he had avoided in the mid{t of caſe, pleaſures, and delights 2 And yet 
it is£00 true, he yielded lymſelf at chat one only ſight, and that was the firſt mo- 
ment of his misfortunes, orrather the womb trom whence all his others have taken 
birth. 1 ſhall not need totell you that the Princeſs Statira, who was then but fif- 
teen yearsold, was the moſt perfet workmanſhip of the Gods; you have ſeen her 
ſufficiently to bear faithful witneſs of it ; 1 will only ſay thac the trouble and fear 
ſhe h:d beenin, giving ſome addition to her beauty, made her appear ſuch in the 
© eyes of my Prince, that he conſidered her not as a morral perſon. His eyes and 
heart were ſo intentively fixt on her, that he neither choughe on Fy/6gambrs, nor 
himſelf, and we heard a ftrnge noiſe of armes, and an intinite number of cries 
withoutthe rent before he could get out of chat deep extafie in which her beauty 
h:das it were entranced him, Arl:ſt one of our Souldiers entring the tent in haſte, 
To horſe, to horſe, Sir ( cri'd he ) wnleſs you will be ſurpris'd by Darius, who is coming 
here in p.rſon With the greateſt part of his forces. This was a moſt ſenſible blow unto 
the Prince, ſeeing himſelf conſtrain'd to depart from her, whom he had ſeen bur 
roo much already, and whom he had ſo little hope to ſee again; yet making vertue 
of neceſlicy, and difſembling his trouble, Ladies ( faid he ) 7 ſhall withraw my 
ſelf if you pleaſe, ſince by the preſence of your own ſervants, I can be no *_— uſeful 
to you, and that you will believe your ſelves ſafer under their protettion, then in the 
guard of a perſen, in whom you have yet bat little confidence , At theſe words he made 
them a low obeyſance, and putting on his headpiece, was going our of the tent, 
when the Queen, Darizs his wife, who had not yet ſpokento him, taking from 
her neck an Incarnadine Scarf, all Embroidred with flames of Gold, enterwoven 
with the Letters of hername, and that of Darixs together, put itover his ſhoulder, 
ſaying ; The Geas forbid, that having preſeru*d the honor and liberty of Darius his 
mother, wife, and daughters, you ſhould go away from them without carrying ſome 
mark of their acknowledgment along with you, keep therefore this poor teſtimony of it, 
Which I give you, and with it the remembrance of them who were too powerfully ingaged 
to you, tobe ever guilty of oblivimm. The Prince received theſe words, and the Pre- 
ſe;,t. upon his knee ; and prouder of that ſpoyl then of all he had fo generouſly 
deſpiſed, atter having tiken his lateſt leave, ſeparated himſelf at laſt, chongh ex- 
rreamly againſt his will, from chat Illuſtrivus Company , leaving them a very ſenſi. 
ble trouble for his departure, and carryingaway with him a fire in his heart, which 
he hath ever ſince conſery'd, and which cin never be extinguiſhed, bur with his 
life. | 

The alarm that had been giver'us was a very true one ; and to returnto the fight, 
I will tell youin a few words, that Darius, and Artabaſus, having drawn up the 
Army in Batcalia, while Aſ{azexs kept our men in play as well as poſſibly he could, 
charged our Troops with ſuch a vigour, that being much more powerful in number, 
they quickly recovered their affairs, and our men were beginning already toretire, 
when Darius by ſome of his Souldiers was told the defeat of the Athenians, __ 
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the danger of the Princeſſes. His love to them made him forget all other things, 
and leaving the body of the Army to Artabaſns, he haſted with a ſtrong party to 
fallupon us. Orcondates wisſcarce on Horſeback when he came, and judging him- 
ſelf not ſtrong enough, cauſed a Retreat to be ſounded, and retired in very good 
Order, yet with the loſs of two or three hundred Horſe, Jr began to be break of 
day, and our King who fear'd leaſt that ſhould diſcover his weakneſs, made his 
laſt Diviſions file off, and cauſing Artabaſ#s to be reſiſted by the beſt mounted of 
his Cavalry, he retired with the relt of che Army, not without a conſiderable loſs 
by ſme Charges the Enemy made upon the Rear. 

But admire Oroondates Fortune, and obſerve how all things contributed to his 
engagement in an affeRion that has been ſo ruinous to him, 1r was already broad 
day, and we were come 4 good way from the Enemies entrenchments, endeavou- 
ring to overtake the body of our Army, which was Retreating, when by the ſide 
of a little Wood that was hard by us, we perceiv'd a Combat of ſome twenty 
Horſemen : At firit we believ'd, ( as it was true ) that ſome ofthe Enemies ha- 
ving eng:ged themſelves too far in the purſuit of thoſe that retired, had found ſo 
brisk an oppoſition, as made them obſtinate in the fight, Yet Oroondates, to know 
the truth of ir, galloped direRtly toward them : we followed, and were witneſ- 
ſes ofa ſight thar fill'd us all with admiration : It yas a Perſian Cavalier, whoſe 
arms wereall covered with precious ſtones, who ſurrounded by a ſcore of ours, de. 
fended himſelf wich ſo wonderful a courage, that he was not far from makings them 
all deſpair of the Victory : He had made a Rampart of dead bodies and orſes ; 
but betides thoſe which we judg'd he had lain, we ſaw thirty or forty more lying 
under foot, as well Scythiansas Perſians, which made us knog, he had not been 
alone at the beginning of that ation, and that thoſe who accompanied him being 
kill'd in his defence, he was ler alone, to diſpute his lifetill ag:inſt ſo great a num- 
ber of enemies ; we all conſidered his valour as a marvellous thing, and if that of 
our Prince had not equalled it, and made us often fee ſuch Prodigies, we ſhould 
not eaſily have believed the teſtimony of our eyes. Our arrivall daunted him nor, 
and being reſolved to periſh, rather then yeild, he reſoly'dalfo to ſell his life as dear- 
ly as he could ; and ruſhing in amongſt the Scyrhians with greater fury then before, 
made two more of themtumble breathleſs ar his feer, then feeling that his horſe 
wounded in many places began to fzil berween his legs, he ſprung lightly to the 
ground, and endeavoured to prolong his deſtiny by a more then humane reſiſtance, 
whenour Prince already p.ſfionately 1n love with his vertue, and conſidering the dan- 
gerin which he was, ſpurr'd on his horſe into the midſt of them, and making him. 
ſelf known to the Scythians, caus'd them to retire with reſpe&, and ſhame at the 
inequality of the combat : Cowards,.( cryed he ) have you ſo little ſenſe of wer- 
tne, as mot to be moved by that of this gallant Enemy, rather to ſeek his conſervation, 
then” his ruine? Then judging by the richneſs of his arms, that he was of ex- 
ceeding high quality, he alighted from his horſe, and unbuckling his Cask, went 
to-embrace him with all teſtimonies of affetion, * Invincible arriour ( faid he to 
him ) pardon the brutiſhneſs of theſe men, who cannot yeverence in you, what they ne- 
ver poſſeſs'd in themſelves ;, and if you think I do you any ſmall ſervice in cauſing 
you ts be conveyed into your own Camp, with all manner of ſafety, grant me for all the 
rights 1 can pretend, but the hnour of your friendſhip, and I ſhall believe my ſel 
moſt. gloviouſly recompenced. The. Perfian was infinitely ſurpriſed ar an uſage fo 
lictle-ordinary ; and -judging by the behaviour of our Prince, and by the reſpe&t 
we bore him, that he' was a man of quality, he unbuckled his Helmet alſo, and 
let us ſce ſo rare a handſome face, that we began to loſe the opinion we had, thax 
no 'mans beauty could _ that of Orcondates, They were in age alike, their 
ſtature little different, and we believ'd with ſome appearance of reaſon, that the 
Gods had by ſo unexpeRed an encounter, brought together the two moſt accom- 
pliſhed Perſons of the Earth. They beheld one another with admiration, but the 
Perſian highly obliged by the magnanimity and civility of the. other, cook his 
Sword at the point, and preſenting it to him with much ſabmifſion, Generoxs 
Stir, 
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Sir, (ſaid be ) hitherto 7 have diſpmted my life and liberty ; but now ſince 1 can hife 
neither of them for one more vertuous then your ſelf, I render my ſelf your priſe- 
ner, with this ſatisfattion, that I yielded only to the braveſt of all men living. 
Oroondates tepping back with much reſpet : The Gods forbid ( faid he ) that 7 
ſhould pretend any other advantage from this encounter , ſave the friendſhip I have 
deſired of you ; you are free, unleſs you be engaged to bear ſome little good will to 
a Prince that ha's a moſt real paſſion for you ,, and invincible, unleſs you will Juffer our 
ſelf ro be evercome by my ſervices. The Perſian confounded, and exceſlively in 
love with the vertue of Orommadates, embraced him a ſecond time, with extream 
tenderneſs, and faid with much affeftion : Now it is that 1 am truly unhappy, 
ſince the Geds ſuſfer me to be conquered ſo many ſeveral waies, and that they Can ne- 
wer grant me the means to acquit my ſelf of the beſt part of what I owe you ; thongh 
if the Heavens had made me fall into the power of another, I might have offered him T rea- 
ſures, and Provinces fir my Ranſom, ſince I am Artaxerxes, Darius his onely ſon, 
and lawful heir of all his Empires, for I think I ſhould commit a crime, ( continu- 
ed he ) if I ſponld linger conceal from you the name apd quality of a Prince, who 
is indebted to you for his life, and whom the uſage he receives from you , together 
with the ſtrong inclination he ha's to love and honour yon for your merit, have made 
entirely yours. Judge, 1 beſeech you, of my Maſters joy, and aſtoniſhment, and 
whether he did not believe the Gods had taken care of his happineſs, and. thar 
they were guiding him to it by waies quite extraordinary, Certainly of all the joys 
he ever felr, that was the greateſt, and that which ſurpris'd him moſt, he defired 
nevertheleſs to hide the occaſion of ir, and to pay Prince Artaxerxes as Darius 
tis ſon, the reſpea@#he owed* him as Statira's Brother. After this knowledge of 
him, he renued his proteſtations with more reſpe& and ſubmiſſion then before , and 
the young Prince ot Perſia return'd them with ſuch uſury, that beſides the intereſt 
Oroondates had in his affteftion, the conformity of their perſons and manners joined 
to the eſteem they had naturally of one another, inflam'd them really with a moſt 
ardent friendſhip. They could never have been weary of giving each other teſfti- 
monies of it; but Oroondates ſeeing Prince Artaxerxes blood run down -from ma- 
ny places of his body, began to be extreamly afflitedat it, and perſwading him to 
get upon his horſe, which he forced him to acceptof, being the handſomeſt in all 
Scythia ;, he call'd for another for himſelf, and getting him to take the way towards 
his Camp, notwithftanding all Ataxerxes could do to difſwade him from ir, he 
never would forſake him till he was within fight of his Entrenchments. T his ſe- 
paration was very unwelcome to them both z and giving each other thelaſt farewel, 
with much trouble, the Prince of Perſia begg'd of Oroondares, with the moſt civilin> 
treaties in the world, to tell him his name, unleſs he had ſome reaſon to conceal it. 


| Butmy Prince not judging that convenient for the deſign he had, thought fir to tell 


him he was 0rontes Prince of the Maſſageres a vaſlal and near kinſman of the King of 
Scythia's. Artaxerxes ſatisfied with this knowledge, threw his arm once more abouc 
his neck, and departed from him with a moſt ſenſible = Oroondates was not leſs af- 
flicted at it, then he, but onthe other ſide, he was fo joyful for his happineſs, in 
having done that ſerviceto the Brother of her, for whom he had already fo ſtrong 
a paſſion, that he had much adoe to diſſemble ir. When we were returr'd toour 
Camp, the King who had been in care for his ſon, and who was inform'd of part 
of his marvellous actions, receiv'd him with an exceſs of joy., and cauſing his 
arms to be taken off in his preſence, he with much trouble perceived he had two or 
three ſmall wounds, but they were ſuch light ones, that the Prince hardly eyer kept 
his bed for them, . 

In the reſt of that Summers ſervice there paſſed nothing memorable , and the 
cold beginning to incommode the two Armies, they both began to think of draw- 
ing away t6 their Winter quarters, till the ſeaſon ſhould be convenient to take 
the Fieldagain: That ot the Perſcans diſlodg'd firſt, andin its retreat chere were 
ſome skirmiſhes, in which it received much loſs , but being as I cold you preſs'd 


by the Weather, and in great ſcarcity of proviſions and forage,we did not engage our 
elves 
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ſelves inthat purſuit. And the King ſeeing the Prince perfe&ly cured, after having 
iven out his Orders, and diſpoſed of his Army into ſeveral Garifons, return'd with 
Fi Court to /ſſedon,or Serica, a Town in Scythia, where he makes his moſt ordina-. 


ry Reſidence. FE: © 
But thoughthe Prince were ina good condition forthe wounds of his body, rhoſe 


of his mind werereally grown lo much worſe, that he had loſt all hope of rc covery ; + 


He ſtrove by a thouſand means to drive away anaffetion,in which he foreſ1w much 
miſchief, and hoped for lictle ſatisfaction , he propoſed to himfelt all che difficulties 
he had to break through, and all the dangers to which he was viſibly going to ex- 
poſe himſelf ; and the reſult of all his conſiderations, ended in a full acknowledge- 
ment of his faulr, bur in no hope at all of amendment. Uzfert#nate Oroondates 
( faid heto himſelf) by what extraordinary means the Gods have reſul'd to deſtroy 
thee, and of how great importance dve's thy miſery ſeem to be to them, ſince they lead 
thee on to it by ſo uncommon waies : was it not enough to make thee love With ſo much 
violence, unleſs they alſo made thee Ive with ſo much mpoſſibility of ſucceſs ? For 
in ſhort, wretched man that thou art, what deft thou hope for ? What wilt thou due ? 
And what will become of thee ? Think. jt thou the King of Perha will give his daugh- 
ter to the ſon of his mortal and irreconcilable Enemy ? Doſt thou believe he will pur- 
chaſe the loſſes he has ſuſtain'd by thy Fathers Subjetts, with ſo dear a price, and 
with ſuch an ingratitude for the death of ſo many thouſand men who have loſt their 
lives for his particular quarrel ? Knoweſt thou not that the War between theſe two 
Kings is not of the nature of other Wars ; and that neither the intereſts of their 
States, mor the defire of glory and greatneſs, laid the foundations of it, but that it 
z fixt to the perſons of the Kings, and of the Royals families ;, and that Matheus 
would willingly ſacrifice his Dominions for Darius his deſtruttion, and Darius Werild 
but ſmile at the leſs of all his friends, fo he might but overwhelm Natheus in their 
Ruines? Hope nomore therefore for his alliance, by waies of gentleneſs, and thoughts 
of a reconciliation, which thou oughteſt net to expett during the lives of theſe tYWvo Kings 
fence neither Darius will ever grant his daughter to Matheus ſor, nor Matheus e- 
wer ſuffer his ſon to marry Darius daughter : What canſt thou then pretend to, 
ſonce theſe Waies are forbidden thee? C anſt thou think to Wiz her ty the & word, and 
conſtrain Darius, the greateſt and moſt puiſſant Mcnarch of the world, to yicld thee 
that by widlence , which thou oughteſt to chtain by ſervices and ſubmiſſions ? 
But though thou ſhouldeſt ſurmount that difficulty, ( which #s not in the prwer of 
man ) couldeſt thou overcome Matheus his ſpirit, and teare that from him by force, 
which thou muſt never hope for with his conſent > And though by miracle thou had(t 
broke through all theſe obſtacles, ſhouldſt thou not ſtill have a more dangerous Enem y 
to combat ? And doeft tho believe that Princeſs, who ha's ſuck'd this hatred with 
her milk, who has alwaies been bred up in the Court of the King her Fathcr, with a horrox 
and deteſtation of the family of the Xing of Scythia, can ever arveſt her ſelf of her na= 
tural inclinations, to love the hereditary enemy of all her kinred ? Oroondates arguin 
with himſelf on this manner, upon all the croſſes he foreſaw in his affeRion , = 
theſe conſiderations tormented him ſo violently, that a leſs courage then his would 
infallibly have ſunk under them , but he having one invincible, and capable of the 
oreateſt enterpriſes, paſs'd over the top of all oppoſition; and grounding himſelf 
upon his moſt fortunate beginnings, upon the friendſhip of Artaxerxes, whom he 
had ſo highly and ſo n_ obliged, upon the eſteem of the two Queens, and 
of the Princeſs her ſelf, ( all whoni he had defended from the violence of his ſol- 
diers, and uſed with ſuch civility, though they were his lawful priſoners by the 
right of War ) and upon the probability that Darizs bimſelf whoſe mind and birth 
were Royal, would not perchance be inſenſible of ſuch obligations, as happily he 
had never received from his beſt friends : he began to diſſipate his former fears, 
and to theſe laſt conſiderations adding the aeceflity of his love, and the impoſſi- 
bility of being cured of it, he imbarqued himſei'f more and more upon thar ſea, 
the Tempeſts whereof he has endured tor the ſpace of ten wifole years, In ſum 
ſeeivg them diſ-encamp, and'that the King his father prepared himſelf to repaſs 
the 


ak 
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the Araxis the next morning , after having long diſputed with bimfelf. he at laſt 
rook one of the ſtrangeſt reſolutions tht ever fellinto the minde of a Prinee, ' and 
ſending for me at night, and calling meto his bed-fide, when he had commanded 
all thoſe that were in his Tent co withdraw; he faid to me with a voice alirtle 
troubled : Araxes, If among all my ſervants, I had not particularly obſeryd Jour 
conrage, underſtanding, and affetlion to me, I would not have male choice of Jon, *0 
truſt you with the ſecret of my life, anu to make uſe of you alone in a deſign, pon 
which all my happineſs and the ſetling of the whole remainder of my daies, doth 
abſolutely depend ,, but after having carefully conſidered both Jour perſon, and all 
gour former Aftions, 1 believ'd you would have judgement enough to ſerve me in mp 
Aﬀairs, valour enough to accompany me in dangers, and fidelity enough, never to 
deceive me, Theſe words obliged me to caſt my felt at his teer, and make ear- 
neſt proteſtations of my loy lty to him ; in which he obſery'd ſo much” aff-Ri> 
on, that raiſing m2 up, 2nd embracing me a thouſind times, he diſcovered his 
:ſſioa to me, and the deſign he h.d newly taken, which was ſuch as you ſhall 
ear by the reſt of this diſcourſe ; then h:ving given me It Orders, he com- 
manded me to g0 inſtantly abour the execution of chem, which 1 did with much 
joy ar the honor he did me, and aſtoniſhment at his ſtrange reſolution : 1 choſe 
the four beſt horſes ot his Stable, one for him, one for my ſelf, and two more 
for two ſervants, whoſe tidelicy was well known to me, and whoſe attendance only 
he meant to make uſe of in the Voiage he intended to rake. Afeer I had fitted rhis 
ſmall Train, and ſer things ina readinels ro depart before day, 1 went to wait up- 
on the Prince in his Tent, who inſte2d of ſleeping, had in the interim em 
the time in writing a Letter to his Father, whereof as I remember theſe were 
the very words. 


_ — ky 


PRINCE OROONDATES 


TO THE 


KING OF SCYT HIM. 


SIR, 
I Should not have left your Majefty, if you had not reſolved to draw inte 

Garriſon for this colder part of the year. Tbeſeech you by all the affetFe 
on, which hitherto you have honour d me with, to pardon methe liberty 1 ki, 
to make 4 little Journey during this time of reſt and idleneſs, 4 hs [4 
defire draws me from your Court, together with a deſign to mould 2 on 
in ftrange Countries, and gain inſtructuon in all things neceſſary to be news 
that I may become a worthy Son of ſuch a Father 1 my Yoiage ſhail not 
longer then the Winter, and aſſoon as yourQgi*/ty ſhall rake the Field again, 
you ſball ſee me with you, to render you loſe Jou ought to expelt from 
Jour Son, © | 


TY 
ns 


OROO NDATES. 


Haviag 


i 
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 Havingended this Letter, he wrote another to his Siſter the Princeſle Bercnice 


of whom I have not yerſpoken tg you, and who nevertheleſs deſery'd a particular 
commendations as well as her brother, ſince inthe exccllency of her wit and yer- 
twe!-ſhe equalls not only all the Ladies of her own, but even of all former ages, 
The King atter the death of his Queen, whom he had loſt many years before, had 
ten tare to have her bredup according to her birth, and the rare endowments thar 
were {een in her : and the Prince her brother who lov'd her infinitely, would nor 
depart, -without giving her proof of his remembrance by a Letter , having fol- 
ded them up, he gave them to one of his ſervants, commanding him not to deliver 
them till four daies after. When he had done ſo, cauſing all thoſe to go out of 
the Tent, which were ſuſpe&ed to him, he rook his richelt jewels, and the moſt 
portable money he had to ſupply our neceſſities, and giving it all into my culto- 
dy; he furniſhed himſelf alſo with admirable goods arms, and having paſs'd a great 


part of the night in theſe employments, we took horſe a little betore day, riding. - 


the way towards Perſepolis, and following the track off the Perſian Army, which 
haddiflodg'd fomeftw daies before. 

{I will not tell you the Kings grief for his ſons departure, nor that of the Prin- 
cefſe: Bernice, to whom he was extreamly dear : you may gueſs at that as well 
as-I, and you know it is of no importance to the reſt of my Diſcourſe , nor 
will-I ſpend time'in telling you the particulars of our Voiage, ſince we had in it 
bit very ordinary adventures, and that the tediouſneſs of them would without 
queſtion tire you : beſides I have ſo many —_ of moment to relate, that they 
hayeicaus'd a great many of thoſe of leſſer conſequence to ſlip out of my memo- 


ry.'- It isenough therefore if I tell you, that the next day after our going away, 


we cloathed our ſelvesin Perſian habits, which we had before provided, and having 
that Language reaſonable perteR, we paſs'd without difficulty, both through the 
Towns of Perſia, and amonglt their ſcatr'red Forces which we overtook in our way, 
as they were marching to their Garifons, We travelled at a good rate, and riding 
whole daies without other ſtay then what neceſlity compell'd us to, at laſt after a 
long journey, we arriv'd at Pexſepolis, whether the King and his houſhold were 
come ſome daies before us, and where they made their molt ordinary abode, as in- 
deed it was the faireſt City of all Afa,; and if your Great Alexander can be bla- 
ed for any of his ations, it is for having conſented to its deſtrution, and to the 
firing of the braveſt and moſt ſtately Palace inthe world, My Prince was over- 
joyed to ſee hitnfelf at the end of his Voiage, and tooka Lodging in the Town, 
where,we reſted a few daies, framing our ſelves in the mean time to the manners and 
cuſtomes of the Country, and informing our ſelves of what was moſt neceſſary for 
vs, till the Heavens ſhould offer my Maſter ſome fair occaſion of diſcovering himſelf 
to-Prince Artaverxes, It preſented it ſelf withina ſhort while, and the moſt ho- 
taurabſethat could be wiſh'd ; for our Landlord told us news, that contented him 
atreataly in thedeſign-he had not to make himſelf known, but ina handſom man. 
and to the purpoſe. We learn'd of him, that within leſs then a week, the 


5 


© obary other Nations: and to divert the Ladies from objeRts of War, and give 
ado frroof of their gallantry and dexterity, Artaxerxes and other young Lords 

»Obtain'd leave-of the King to make a match for courſes and combats on hor{- 
fp fo whichevery body ſhou admitted, and whereof the Princeſle Statira 
her-ſelf ſhould give the prize $ kind of combating has been uſed a longtime 
among the Perſians, and Y in amongſt us, and is on this manner, Two Cava» 
liers arm'd at all points, wixWMrong Javelins, whoſe heads are blunted, run againſt 
each other full ſpeed?” and meeting in the mid(t of the Carriere, ruſh with their 
Shields and Javelins ſo impetuouſly at one another, that if their darts break nor, 
one of them muſt of neceſſity fall zo the ground : the Conquerour is obliged to 
bear the ſhock of the ſecond, third, and all the reſt, till ſuch time as he be beaten 
down, or that he have no more enemies to encounter. If he be overcome, he 
thathath bad the better of him, is tied to the ſame conditions, till the laſt ; having 


got 


LIMI 


J birth-day was to be celebrated according to the cuſtome of the Perſians, and * 
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t the Victory of all the reſt, goes to receive the prize with a great deal'of pomp 
and ceremony. Oroondates, who knew the conditions of combars of this nature, and 
who in that exerciſe and all others, is one of the ableſt and moſt vigorous men in 
the world ; prais'd the Gods for that fair opportunity they afforded him., ro make 
his coming to that Court rema rkable, and to let the Princeſs whom he adored, know 
with how many graces the Gods had tavoured him ; So beingreſoly'd nor to loſe that 
happy occaſion, he gave me order to provide what wzs neceſſary, and prepared him- 
ſelf for that day with all the diligence that was poſlible. | 

Scarce did the day ſo much defired begin to appear, when he was already up 
and call'd for his Arms : but our Landlord told us, the Courſes were not till after 
the King had dined, which yer would be haſten'd, that ſo much more of the day 
might be beftowed in that diverſion. Why ſhould] detain you any longer, and 
protra& the time of which my Maſter was extream impatient 2 The wiſh'd for 

houre comes ; Oroondates compleatly arm'd, mounts on horſeback, and goesinto 
the plce appointed, being accompanied by none but me. The magnificence and 
ſtate of that gallant A rook his eyes up for a while; bur ſeeing the King, 
the Queens, and the Princeſles arrive, he deſpiſed all other objects, rofix his fi FP: 
—_ moſt Noble ones, and inſtantly ſought out her with his bodily eyes, who 
was alwaies preſent to thoſe ot his mind. The extraordinary richneſs of her A 

parel did not diſguiſe. her from his knowledge, and ſhe who ina flight Field-habir, 
by the light of a few torches, in the terrors of fight, and the apprehenſion of her 
captivity, ſhewed ſo charming : Now amidit all her Jewels in broad day-lighr, 


' and upon a ſtately Throne, appear'd to him fo glorious and triumphant, that his 


wounds open'd a freſh, and his flames were more then doubled. He was quite 
at a loſs in the conſideration of her , and if the ſound of the trumpets had not 
rouz'd him our of the deep extaſie he was in, to make him think of the deſign 
that brought him thither, he would have ſpent the whole day in that delighrfa 
contemplation. 

The Princeſs Pariſatis was cloſe by her, little different from her elder ſiſter, ei. 
therin the bravery of her dreſs, her outward beauties, or inward vertues. The 
Queens fate a little above them, andthe King accompanied by his brother Oxyarres, 
and attended by Artabaſus, Maze, anda great many of his chief Officers, whoſe 
age excuſed them from thoſe violent exerciſes, was under another cloth of ſtate; 
not far ſrom that of the Ladies. When Orocndates had looked upon them a little, 
he turn'd to behold Prince Artaxerxes, who at the head of all the young Cayali- 
ers, was mounted upon the ſame horſe he had given him at their parting, armzd 
all in bright arms; withour any device. After they had by lot decided who ſhould 
run firſt, they began the Courſes at the ſound of many trumpets, to the- great: 
contentment of the ſpeRators, and to the praiſe of many young Gallants, who in 
them gave great proofs of their force and a&tiveneſs, I will not tell you the partt- 
culars of all, but only rouch them that concern my Maſters affairs, and the ghread 
of my Diſcourſe. You ſhall know then, that after many brave carrieres, the honor 
yet belong'd to Cambyſes, Mazens his fon, when my Maſter having no longer parti. 
ence, came into play among the reſt , inſtantly the whole Aſſembly caſt their eyes 
upon him, and truly the hibit he ws in at that time, pleas'd me fo much, that 1 
muſt needs deſcribe it to you in two words. . All his armor was made” of litele 
ſcales of filver, edg'd with gold, and inthe moſt remarkable places, ſtones. of great 
life and value : the bottom of his cafſack ( high appearing under the lower parts 
of his curaſſe, covered his thighs to the upper pat; bis knee ) was purple, imbroi- 
dered with flames of gold very rare and artificial, hNleeve ( which coming” out of 
an antique work in gold, madelike a Lions mouth, co his arm-unto the elbow) 
was of the ſame , his buskins were leather filverd like ſca ed with gold, as 
his Curaſſe, faſten'd ar the mid-leg with golden muzzles, like thoſ@ofchis fleeves, 
and buckles of rubies ſet with excellent workmanſhip ; his head-piece madealſa of 


ſcales, was covered with a filver Dragon, whoſe creſt, wings and claws, were gold }—__ 


and in ſtead of flames, vomiting fo great a number of feathers near that colour, thar 
D my 
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my Maſters head and ſhoulders were all covered with them : Yet not ſo much, but 
that one might eaſily ſee the skarf he had received from Darizes his Queen, which ſuit- 
ed wondertully well with the reſt of his attire, and in which, hung a rich Sword, 


the blade whereof, crooked asa Cymiter, was of the beſt in $yri, and the hilt of 


the moſt curious work, His horſe was black as Ebony, with onely a little ſtar in 

his forehead, and of ſo perfe&ta ſhape, fo full of ſpirit, and of ſo proud a carriage, 

1n all his aires, that he did not — the grace and skill of his Maſter ; and 

he on the other ſide rode him with ſo much expertneſs and vigour, and put him on 

into the Liſts with ſo Majeſtick a faſhion, that he preſently drew the eyes, and I be- 

lieve the hearts of che whole Aſſembly. Cambyſes not diſdaining an enemy of ſo 

brave a preſence, came to receive him in the midit of che Courſe with more courage 

then good fortune, for he not only made him reel, but threv7 him our of his Sad- 

dle, with ſuch force, that flying over the crupper of his horſe, he made the print 

of his whole body upon the ſand. There was a great cry among the whole com- 

pany at Cambyſes tall, and Orundates finifl'd his Carriere exceeding gracefully. 
He had overturn'd two or three others with the ſame facility, when Hydaſpes, Arta- 
baſus ſon, impatient and jealous of his glory, preſented himſelf at the end of the 
Liſt. My Prince received him with joy, and leeing him ſerforth at the ſound of the 
Trumpets, did the fame, and ran upon himlike lightning , the courſe indeed was ve- 
ry fair on both ſides; Oromndates roughly ſhaken by Hydaſpes blow, loſt both his 
ſtirrups, bur he encountred Hydaſpes with fuch violence, thar he threw hima good 
way trom his horſe ; and having ended his carriere with the ſame gracefulneſs, he 
alſo unhors'd Zeſſzes an rbaſanes;, I ſay, that Beſſus, and that Varbaſanes,Mon- 
ſters of our Age, who have ſince baſely imbrued their hands in the blood of their 
Prince. My Maſter having diſmounted them, did the like to Mythranes, Aegabiſes, 
Oxydates, Ariobarſanes, Phradates, Oriobates, and Cohortanus,, and proud of fo good 
ſucceſs, ſet himſelf in order to receiye the Valiant Afemnon, who burning with 
Love for Barſina, Artabaſus daughter, prepared himſelf ro repair her Brothers dif- 
honour. You ſince have known them both : *Barſina afterwards being Afemnir's 
Widow, merited the Aﬀections of Alexander ; and that great Aemnon did ſuch 
remarkable things againſt Alexander, that his memory will never die amongſt the 
Perſians. The Prince of Scythia knowing the reputation of this Man,who was already 
at that time highly advanced, gathered togerher his utmoſt force to preſerve that ho- 
nor againſt him, which he had gotten againſt Hydaſpes, and cheretore when he ſaw 
bim move, he came to meet him inthe midſt of his Courſe, The violence of this 
encounter was fo great, that theiv Javelins broke in a thouſand pieces, and their 
Horſes not being able to bear: ſo unuſuala ſhock, ſtaggered backward, and could 
not recover themſelyes withour the help of the Spur, with which their Maſters having 
wakened them, got them again upon their Feet with much adore, and made an 
end of their Carricre, ſo that one could not obſerve any advantage on either ſide. 
A general Shout ſolemnized the excellency of that Courſe ; and they that were 
acquainted with Afemmon's Valor, already conſidered my Prince with admiration, 
while he' alone deſpiſed himſelf, and vex'd with Griet and Shame, took another 
Dart, by the example of Aemnn who had done the like, and ruſhing againſt 
each-other more impetuouſly then before, they made the whole Aﬀſembly admire 
a-'Cartiere: more furious then the former , bur of a different ſucceſs. Oro- 
ondates was ſoundly ſhaken, and the valiant J/emnor, atter having tottered 
a while, fell at laſt under his h feer, His fall caus'd great acclamations 
of wonder, which redoubling myFrince's courage, did at the fame time work 
a contrary effe& in ſome of thoſe that yer remained. But Prince Artaxerxes 
already paſſionately in love with my Maſters valour, would have made trial of it 
himſelf, and was adyaficing with that deſign, when he ſaw Rheſaces in the Car- 
reer, and Spichridates atone end, to take the place ofhim that ſhould be overthrown. 
Theſe two famous .Souldiers were they that made Alexander the Great run fo much 
hazard at the paſſage of the Granicxs, and who weze both lain: in that batrail, one 
by A{exander himfelf; and the other by the hand of C/yrxs ; being bothof chem truly 
valt- 
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valiant, they put my Maſter to ſome trouble , bur having beech diſmounted at the firſt 
Courſe, they gave way tO the impatience of the Prince of Perſia, who at laſt turned 
his horſe to take his Carriere againſt Oroondates. . Then it wasthat the whole place 
reſounded with an Univerſal ſhout, and that all the Aſſembly admiringthe yalour 
of this Stranger, and grounding their laſt hopes on their Princes courage, were in 
ſuſpence expecting the ſucceſs, and beheld intentively the Courſe of thoſe two War.. 
riours. They ſerour atthe third ſignal of the Trumpets, but being ready to meer, 
my Maſter unwilling to offend the Prince of Perſia, threw his Javelin to the 
ground, and covering himſelf with his ſhield, fare firm in his ſaddle, to receive the 
blow of ſo redoubted an hand : Artaxerxes dart was ſhiver'd in a thouſand pleces, 
and if it had not flipt upon 0rdates ſhield, he had run an exceeding great ha- 
zaird in that encounter; his horfe was ſo aſtonied with ir, that he flew back five or 
fix ſteps, ready to ſer his hinder quarters on the ground , bur my Maſter reviving 
him with the fpur, thruſt him forward, and fſetling himſelf in his ſear, ended his 
Carriere, almoſt without ſeeming to have beenat all diſcompoſed, All the worid 
obſerv'd this ation, and the King himſelt having conſidered it, witneſſed by the 
clapping of his hands, both rhe notice he had taken of it, andche marvellous eſteem 
he had of that noble Stranger, 

But Prince Artaverxes, who perceiv'd it as well as the reſt, and who by reaſon 
ofhis ſurpriſe, and the ſwiftneſs ot his courſer, had notbeen ableto ſhew the ſame 
conſideration of him, turn'd his horſe, quite aſtoniſhed ; and coming ſoſtly ro him, 
ſaid, being half netled ar thisaction : Tknow not why you ſpared me ſo, unleſs it were 
in contempt, yt I think, not my ſelf ſo incenſiderable, but that he with whomſoever I 
have to do, may td inneed of all his Forces ,, however, if it be out of any conſideratin 
of friendhip, Igemaia much obliged to you for it, and ask, you pardon for the vain at- 
tempt of my arms againſt yz. My Prince who could not defire a better occaſion to 
diſcover himſelf rook Ins hand, and bowirg in reſpe& to his very faddle, an- 
ſwered with a rexfonibie loud voice, He that would only bear arms for you will never 
mahe uſe of then a3 aiaſt you ;, and is net come fo far to ſeek you, that he might give you 
proofs ſo contrary to the deſire he ha's nrver tobe but yours. I cannot contemn a vertue, 
of hich I have already had ſo many teſtimonies ,, but ſince it hath abſolutely wann me, 
diſdain nit alſo the zeal of him, who hath dedicated the reſt of his life unto your ſervice. 
Artaxerxes more confounded then before, caſt his arm about his neck, and embra- 
cing him lovingly, wheſcever you are ( (1d he ) though it were the King of Scythia 
himſelf, I am already wholly yours, and the knowledge Fj your vertue, and my obligation 
to you, engages me [0 omg to beſo, that nothing ſhall ever be able to ſeparate me from 
that reſolution. But I beſeech you ( continued he,unrying the ſtraps of his head-iece) 
conceal n1 longer from me the face, nor name of him that hath ſo fully gaind my heart, 
and to whom I have vow'd my ſelf with all my affe&ions. 1 will obey you, replied Oro- 
ondates; and though neither of them are much known to you, perhaps they may recal in- 
to yorrr minde the Fdea of a perſon, to whom out of meer goodneſs, you have promiſed 
ſome part in the honour of Jour 7t membrance. At theſe words he unbuckled his helmet 3 
and the beauty of his face, and youth, producing their ordinary effet, , inſtantly 
drew the eyes, and theaſtoniſhment of the whole Aſſembly. Artaxerxes dazled 
as well as the reſt, knew him not at firſt ; but having looked a while upon him,and ea. 
fily recallingrto minde both the tone of his voice, and the features of his countenance, 
wes ſo ſurpriſed with joy, and with amazement, that not being able to expreſs either 
by word, or action, he remain'd a longrtimefilent, and unmoveable. When his 
wonder was overpalt, and that joy hid gotten the ſole place in his hearr,it broke forth: 
with a crie of gladneſs, and tears which he could not poſſibly retain ; and then lift- 
Ing up his hands and evesto Heaven, Great Gods ( cry'd he) moderate your mercy 
tome, if You will ant either hate me air, or be untbank ful - and having ended thoſe few 
words, he threw himſc!firto Oroondares armes, and hugg'd him between his with 
ſo much vehemence, th:t my Mzſter found he truly and ardently loved him. Ay 
dear Orontes ( ſud he, kiſſing him a thouſand times )zs it poſſible that it is you your ſelf , 
and that really I fee y.rt, and embrace you ? Geod Gods, if it be a dream, grant that is 
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may laſt eternally , and interrupting theſe words with infinite expreſſions of kindngſs; 
he would not have given them over of a long time,if the King who ſaw theiraQions 
from his ſtate, bur could not hear their words, had not fent Bageasto let him know 
he deſired to ſhare with him in his contentment, and in the tight of that gallant 
Stranger. ; | 
Artaxerxes had no ſooner received this command, but taking 9roondates by the 
hand. heled him to his father, ſhewing in his face ſo exceflivea joy,that ever y body 
judg'd he had ſome powerful cauſe to love him. Both of them having alighted, 
went up the ſteps of the Scaffold, and being come to the King, my Prince kneeling to 
ſalute him after the Perſian manner, Artaxerxes at the ſame time ſaid, Sir, to oblige yorr 
to pay this Stranger the honour that rs due to him, I ſhall only need to tell you he is the 
Princeof the Maſſagetes, Darins having learn'd by hisifon, the uſage he had recei- 
ved from that Prince, appear'd no lefs ſurpris'd then he, and riſing with a ſuddiin 
joy, took him up, and embraced him with much love and tenderneſs ; he began 
his kindneſſes often times afreſh, and obſervingchings in him which were far aboye 
ordinary men, could not be content to make an end of them. Ay ſon ( ſaid he) ( for 
(oit is I may withuſt title call him, by whom T yet poſſeſs this other which the Gods have 
given me ) what deſign ſoever may have brought you to this Court, know that you are 
here extreamly welcome ;, and that affording me the ſight of one of theſe two admirable per- 
fons, whom T have ſo ardently deſired to behold, you make me no leſs happie , then When 
you preſerd and regave me my only fon. If the Gods who have gramed me Empires 
in ſnbjettson, had not given you vertue enough to diſdain them, I world offer you part of 
wine ; but ſince all that I peſſeſs is below your merit, I can only offer you our hearts, 
and an eterual deſire to requite your generoſity by all that ſhall ever come within our pow- 
er; My Prince anſwer'd fo obliging a diſcourſe, with all manner of reſpe&, and 
ſubmiſſion, conſidering the perſon ot the greateſt King in the world, the kindneſs 
heexpreſſed to him, and the advantage he pretended by it. Darius having more. 
over kiſſed his cheek, { a remarkable favour among the Perſ,ans ) would himſelf pre- 
ſent him tothe Ladies, and having led him to their Scaffold, Zadres(faid he,coming up 
to them) give the Prize unto this Prince, not only of the Comrſes, but of the life and liberty 
of Artaxerxes.Before they could anfwer, Artaxerxes told them the pretended name of 
my Maſter;and thoſe great Princeſſes, ſeized with ſo unexpected a contentment, recei- 
ved him with teſtimonies of favour which cannot be expreſſed , the Queens embr-ced 
hit, andthe Princeſſes more reſerv'd ſaluted him very civilly. After all the particulari- 
ties of this reception, the Princeſs Statira,by the Kings command,gave my Maſter the 
Prize of the Courſes, which was a Bracelet of Diamonds, the faireſt, and the 
beſt ſer that could be found in 45a. There was a civil conteſtation between him, and 
Prince Artaxerxes, to whom he would have yielded that honour, which being en. 
ded, he kneeled down to receive it , and then it was that all the Ladies conſidering 
him more nearly, thought they ſaw the ſame perſon from whom they had received 
ſo great a ſervice, and of whom they yet dearly preſerv'd the remembrance, Whilſt 
they were yet in doubt of it, the Queen caſt her eyes upon the Scarf ſhe had given 
him, where obſerving the Letters of her own name, and that of Darins, 7t is too 
much ( cri'd ſhe) Great Gods ! it is toomuch , and ſhewing the Scarf to Syſgambr;, 
and the Princeſſes, made them ſee clearly who it was: then inſtantly they all roge- 
ther ſentforth cries of wonder which confounded the King, and the whole Compa- 
ny ; and they foperfely remembred all the lineaments of his face, thatthey were 
a{toniſhed at themſelves for having been ſo long, before they knew him. Ts he, 
(rid Syſegambis) *tis he. Yes Madam,(reply'd the Prince)7 am he who having com- 
mitted againſt you an irreverence unworthy of forgiveneſs, come noW to preſent my ſelf 
at: your feet, rather to expett puniſhments, then receive recompence from you. They were 
ready to have anſwered him, if the King, and his fon already inſtruted in the 
cauſe of their admiration, and tranſported more then can be imagined, had not in- 
terrupted them, to do him honours which it is impoſſible for me to relate. Oxyar- 
tes, Artabaſus, Nazens, and all thoſe that were neer Darius, ſaluted him with 
great expreſſions of friendſhip and reſpeRt : Even 1/emneon bimſelf, Hydaſpes, and 
the 
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the reſt of thoſe he had diſmounted, paſſed many Complements with him. and ſhew- 
ed much joy to have yeilded only to that hand, which in one night had preſery'd 
Darias his whole family. The King openly call'd him the Angel Guardiin of his 
Houſe ; and I remember, thar at that time, he brake forth into theſe Propherick 
words to thoſe that were abour him : Jt cannot poſſibly be ( ſaid he )- but that fo oreat 
and unexpetted a happineſs, muſt needs threaten me ſome very ſtranve misfortune. He 
ſtack bur a while upon this thought, and getting up into his Chariot again wks * 
Orondates accompany him to his Palace, where he c:us'd Lodgings to be appointed 
him, though he uſed great endeavours to avoid that honour : when they were come 
thither, the King entred into his Cloſet, whicher calling only Artzxerxes, and my 
Maſter, he made the door be ſhut, and leeing himfelt alone wich them, 7t is ims- * 
poſſible ( ſaid he to my Prince ) that being a Vaſſ4l and Kinſman to the K ing of Scyrhia, 
you ſhould have left his Court, to retire to that of his mortal and irrcconcileable E nemy, 
without very ſtrong and preſſing confderations, I beſeech you hide them not from me, and be- 
lieve that What canſe ſoever can have brought you hither, Jon my Court ſhall have 
both all manner f power, and a moſt aſſured retreat, The Prince of Scythia, after 
having with all humiliry given the King thanks for his moſt obliging offers, made 
him this anſwer, which he had contrived beforehand, 

T he Gods are my witneſſes, that in the two ſmall ſervices I had the honane to dy Jonr 
Majeſties F amily, I had no other aim bat that of my auty, and the reſpeit I thought my 
ſelf «bliged to bear toperſons of ſo high 4 quelity , and that T never propoſed unto my ſelf 
the glorious recompence I receive for them, without having merited the leaſt part of it ; 
Yet thoſe whom I had moſt frequented, and who had leaſt canſe to ſuſpett me, made not 
the ſame judgement of them ;, for aſſocn as I was r: turn d untothe K ins, I Was flandered 
for theſe two altions, bythoſe very men that had accompanied me in them + whether it 
were that their bruitiſhneſs diſapproved things ſo contrary to their nature, or that they 
envied the favour the Gods had granted me, or ( as itts moſt probable) that they con- 
ceived this ſpleen againſt me, for having hindred them of the ſpoyle they pretended to in 
prizes of ſuch ineſtimable value ; whatſoever it were, they accuſed me of treaſun and of 
hclaing intclligence with your M4aj'ſty, ana by their prattiſes ſo ſtirred up the King againſt 
me, that he reſolvd to put me to death , I received divers advertiſements of it, from 
many of my friends, but I deſpiſed them all, truſting to mine own innocence , till walking 
one day with the Prince of Scythia, that young Prince who ever loved me, and with 
Whom 1 Was brought up ; having led me afide to a by-place where his aftion conld not be 
obſerv*'d by any body, wrote upon the ground with the point of a Faveline he had in his 
hand,theſe few Words which [ read as faſt as he wrote them, Ive Orontes,0? thou art 
but dead ; but fiye to day, ifthou wilt notdic ro moxrow 2 and hawing pur 
ont the writing with his foot aſſoon as he ſaw that I had read it, he left me quite confounded 
and went back to the re(t of the company. This advertiſement had more power with me 
then all the reſt, and made me believe, that that young Prince being bound by Oath not 
to tell his Fathers ſecrets, had made uſe of that device to ſave me, without exaſperating 
the Gods againſt himſelf : I then ſaw plainly it was a truth, andcon(idering the danger 
that threatned me, I departed that very night withns ſmall a retinue as poſſibly I could, 
without having any other deſign, then that of flying from the K ings anger. * The next 
day being already got a great way from our Camp, Iremembred the Prince of Perlia's 
goodneſs, and the promiſe he had made me, after the ſlight ſervice I had done him. T al- 
fo call'dtominde the good fortune Thad had in the Encounter of the Queens, and per- 
ſwaded my ſelf, that being in diſgrace only for thoſe two occaſions, I ſhould not at all do 
anhandſomely in making your Majeſty my Santtaary, and that you would be fo graci- 
oHs as to protett an innocent Prince, baniſhed from his Country by the calumny of his E- 
memies. 

He added many other wordsto this diſcourſe; «t the end of which, the King faid 
to him; 7f we did not receive a great advantage by your diſgrace, we ſhould condole 
it with you , but how great ſorver our Obligations to you are, we cant utterly 
lay aſide the affeftion we bear our ſdlf : though the King of Scythia Were ot 


mine Enemy, I am bound by (o many conſiderations to protect you , that IT will 
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hazard my Empires, and my life it ſelf for your defence ; and becauſe it were not uſt 
Jou ſhould have been unhappy only for having obliged ns with ſo much genereſuty believe thas 
you ſhall find as advantageous conditions here, as among the Scythiars , ard that for the 
Province of the Maſſagetes which you loſe, I Will give you cheice of the Liſt of mine, 
without pretending to engage you, either to reveal the ſecrets of your Prince, or to bear 
arms againſt him. Oroondates calting himſelf at the Kings feer, kiff'd his hand in a 
thankful acknowledgment of his fayours, and _ ro his quarter, found or- 
der, was already given to ſettle him a houſhold. Pretently they provided him an 
Equipage worthy of his true quality ; and ſo great penſions were allowed to enter- 
tain him, that he could not have been better firted with zl things in the Court of 
« the King his Father. | _ 

See in what manner my Prince was received, and ſtaid by Darizs with ſo much 
ſatisfaRion, for his happy beginnings, that he loſt the remembrance of all che dan. 
gers to which he expoſed himſelf, and of all the difficulties he had yet to overcome. 
I had forgot to tell you, thatthe name of Orontes Prince of the Maſſagetes, was not 
an imaginary one; the Maſſagetes had really hada Prince of that name, of Oroon- 
dates age,and bred up with him, bur they had loſt him at the firſt paſſage ofthe Arax- 
#5, by the fall ofa bridg of boars, which ſunk unfortunately under him, and many 
others that periſhed with him ; this reaſon perſwaded my Maſter to take the ſame 
name again, he had already given himſelf, . at the encounter of Artaxerxes, belic- 
ving thatif the news thereot ſhould come into Scyrhia, he might paſs there for the 
true Grontes, who might be thought to have eſcaped drowning , knowing alſo, that 
notwithſtanding all the diligence that could be uſed, they never by any means could 
find his body. 

In the meantime the King of Perſca, who truly was one of the beſt, and moſt 
Senerous Princes inthe world, ſeeing himſelf ſo highly obliged to my Mailer, deſi- 
red to-requite the ſervices he had received from him, by ſuch proots ot love, and ſuch 
remarkable favours, as might ſerve for an example to polterity, and a ſpur to 
thoſe that were coldeſt in his ſervice. And indeed he heaped ſo many preferments 
upon him, honoured him with ſo many offices, and aſſured him of his good will by 
ſo many tokens, that within a ſhort time neither ſermon, Maze, Artzbaſs, nor 
Oxiartes himſelf were more conſiderable in the Court then he. Many perſons, e- 
ſpecially ſuch as knew his obliging nature, made their applications to this new fa- 
vourite; and to ſay truth, he had unreſiſtable charms to attract hearts withall, and 
wonderful ſtrong chains to hold thoſe he had attracted. All the riches he received 
from Darizs he ſhared among thoſe that were in moſt neceſiicy, and ſtrricned him- 
ſelf in his Domeſtick expences, to follow his liberal inclination. All ſuitors for of- 
fices, of penſions; addreſſed themſelves only to him ; and though he carried himſelf 
very modeſtly roward the King,and never asked any thing of him but wich baſhfulneſs, 
yet did he proceed fo handſomely, and with ſo much moderation,that without being 
accounted troubleſom, he afforded part of his favour to all thoſe that would acknow- 
ledgir. This manner of carriage, wrought an effe& very extraordinary in the minds of 
the Courtiers , who ſuppreſling their envious nature, beheld his fortune with glad- 
neſs, and never gave us knowledge that he had gain'd himſelf one enemy, tor a 
thouſand admirers; whether it were thar they knew him void of ambition, or that 
the marvellous aſcendent he hath upon all hearts exempted him , or that ( as it isalſa 

' probable ) he tyed them to him by good turnes, wherewith he obliged all the world. 
The Queen and Princeſſes moved by gratitude, and the inclination they had to yer- 
tue, together with the Kings command, ſtrove who ſhould favour him moſt, and 
deveſted themſelves of that gravity, which in Perſiais uſual among Ladies of their 
quality, to give him proofs of their good opinion. In all companies they let him 

ee the particular eſteem they hadofhim ; contrary to the cuſtom he had free acceſs 
and entrance into their Lodgings, and converſations, and by the Kings will and com- 
mand, helived with them inthe ſame freedom as Prince Artaxerxes. Butall the de- 
monlttations of love hereceived from the King, the Ladies, and the whole King. 
dom, were weak in compariſon of thoſe that were ſhewo him by that prince, te 
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gave his heart ſo abſolutely to my Maſter, and my Maſter engaged himſelf in fo tri 
a friendſhip with him, cliat never were two Lovers linked with a more violent 
paſſion; whether it were a huncing, or at other exerciſes, or in viſiting Ladies, they 
were never ſeth aſunder. Ar firſt Oroondates preſſed Artaxerxes to receive what was 
due to him from the Prince of the Aaſſagertes; bur he ſo often reſtified he was not 
pleaſed with thoſe reſpeRs, and conjured him ſoardently to forbear them, that my 
Maſter, after much reliitance, was at faſt conſtrained to let himſelt be overcome, and 
to live with him almoſt in the ſime faſhion, as he ſhould have done if his true quality 
had been known. This freedom abſolutely conquered Oroonaates, and plunged him . 
into that friendſhip, for which he hath ſince received ſuch ſenſible aMictions : And 
cruly I muſt confeſsro you, that the Sun. never beheld any thing more lovely then 
Artaxerxes,, and that I have not attributed any qualities to my Maſter, which that 
Prince poſſeſſed not as advantagioufly as he : You already know ſomething of his 
valour, his handſomneſs was admirable, his goodneſs went beyond ir, and 1n all his 
actions he had a grace fo little common, that it was impoſlible to know him, and nor 
co love him. I wonder nor if my Maſter was bound to him with fo ſtrong a chain, 
ſince I my ſelf havefelr the effects of his merits, witha pailion which ſhall for ever 


' make me reverence his memory. 


This remembrance made ſome tears fall from Araxes eyes, and Ly/imachins who 
tzll then had hearkened withourt interrupting him, coming as 1t were out of a trance, 
in which aſtoniſhment and arrention to the recital of thoſe extraordinary chings, 
had buried him : 7 bear a part with you (ſaid he) in your grief whatſoever it be ,, but 
you have told me ſuch ſtrange adventures, and Wherein T perceive I ſhall have a very great 
ſhare, that it is imp»ſſible for me to expreſs the confuſion you have put me in : Tet proceed 
1 pray you, and fear net that I will interrupt you, 

The Prince of Scythia (continued Araxes) did indeed receive ſome ſatisfaRion in 
the kindneſs of Artaxerxes, in the favour of Darizs, and in the love of his whole 
Family, and conſtrain'd himſelf as much as was potfible tor him, to teſtific his ac- 
knowledgement : Bur his paſſion, which was infinitely augmented by converſing 
with the Princeſs, could not be ſatisfied with thoſe contentments; and thoſe tavours 


- wherewith he was in a manner overwhelmed, how dear ſoever they were to him, 


began to be but troubleſom, when he turn'd his thoughts upon thoſe, whereon he 
had fixed his whole defires. He ſaw the Princeſs daily, entertain'd her with much li- 
berty, «nd was looked upon with a very favorable eye ; that great and vertuous Lady 
thinking her ſelf obliged to take off much of her ſeverity for his ſake, and ar leait 
to afford a good look to the preſerver of the whole Royal family , beſides, my Maſters 
rare endowments already prodacing in her ſome of their uſual effets, had made 
no light impreſtion in a mind already prepoſſeſt with powerfull obligations, This 
converſation perfeted the undoingof my poor Prince; and diſcovering charms 
inthe mind and manners of that divine Princeſs, which were more attra&ive then 
thoſe he had obſerved in her face, he gave himſelf fo over to his paſſion, thatby ir 
he loſt not only partof his invincible courage, but alſo che whole remainder of his 
quiet, The liberty he had with her, made him but the more ſad, and all he could 
do for himſelf in his preſent condition, was to be patient and wait the pleaſure of 
the gods, without attempting any other remedy. To expreſs love to her as Qroxtes, 
he ſaw but little reaſon, and leſs hope of being favourably received , andrto dif- 
cover himſelf, was the utter ruine of all his projets, and too evident a danger of 
his life, which yer he would have hazarded without difficulty, if he had ſeen but 
never fo little probability in his deſign. Theſe conſiderations, which he often did 
me the honor to communicate to me, made him reſolve ro keep himſelf ſtill undit- 
covered, and in the interim to endeavour to win the Princeſſes f:vor under the name 
of Orontes, till being afſured of it by ſome proofs, and having made himſelf yer 
more powerfull wich the King by ſome important ſervice, he might ſee more encou- 

ragement, and leſs danger to declare himſelf, 
In the mean time he continued his viſits, but he entertain'd the Princeſs with fo 
much reſpeR and warineſs, and with diſcourſes fo far from the inclinations he had 
r0 
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to her, thatunleſsby his ardent ſighs he gave ſome knowledge of his paflion, it was 


no eaſie matter for her to perceive it. Not but that he ſought all occaſions to pleaſe 
her, and todo her all kind of little ſervices with ſuch care and watchfulneſs as is nor 
to be found in one indifferent; his looks alſo ſpoke ſufficiently to mal him be under- 
ſtood by an intereſſed perſon : bur his mouth was alwaies filent, and his tongue tied 
up by ſo profound a reſpeR, that it left its whole bulineſs ro his eyes, and to his 
heart all the pain it ſuffer'd for the temerity he accuſed ir of, He continued upon 
theſe terms two or three days, and his diſquietsſo charged his humour, that grow- 
ing daily more melancholique, and leſs ſociable, he ar laſt was hardly to be known. 
Whenl undertook to comfort him, and to condemn the weakneſs he ſhewed, hean- 
ſwer'd me with nothing bur ſighs and ſobs, which piercing my very ſoul with grief, 
made me deteſt his ruinous patſion : His body grew quickly ſenfible of his mindes af- 
fiction, and his former good looks gave place toa fallow complexion, which left 
almoſt no mark of that excelling comelineſs, that w:s wont to work an aſtoniſhment 
in the Perſians, Artaxerxes, who from day to day obſerv'd ſo wonderfull an alte- 
ration, tooka great deal of pains to find the cauſe; but Oroondates ſtill put him off 


with ſome fain'd excuſe, and diſguiſed the truth from him by all che pretences he 


could invent. Hetried to divert him byall manner of paſs-rimes and exerciſes, but 
ſeeing all his cares were vain, he bore a part of his trouble with very much diſcon- 
tent, and was ſo exceſſively griev'd, that my Maſter knowing his affeRion by thoſe 
viſible proofs, conſtrain'd himſelf in his preſence, and forced his countenance to ex- 
_ a pleaſantneſs, of which his hearc was utterly uncap:ble. The King, who loy'd 

im dearly, uſed his endeavours to infuſe mirth into him, nor did the _ and 
Princeſſes forget any kind of divertiſement to withdraw him from a ſadneſs, which 
infected the whole Court. 

One evening the King being with the Queen his mother, where the Queen his 
wife, the Princeſſes his d:nghters, and the faireſt Ladies of the Court were likewiſe; 
the Company having long entert11n'd ir ſelf with the change of my Maſters looks 
and humor, and every one diverlly alledging the caule, the King giving his opinion ; 
Without doubt, *tis Love (faid he) that hath robb'd us of the Prince of the Maſſagetes, 
and he hath infallibly left ſome Beanty in Scythia, which perſecutes him here in Perſia, 
and ſo revenges her Country for the injury we dot, in depriving it of a Prince, who 
25 one of its chiefeſt ornaments, Artabaſus, who was near the King, replied: Do you 
think, Sir, that among (0 many Ladies as are here, there may not one be {urnd, whoſe 
beauty might have produced an effett ſo diſadvantageons to our contentment? For wy 
part, Tbelieve*tis among the Perſians, Orontes has loſt that liberty he preſerv'd among 
the Scythians, ſince he hath left rhat pleaſing humenr, and theſe freſh locks here, which 
he brought with him ont of his own country. If it be ſo( cried the King) and that 
among onr Ladies there be any ſo ernel, as to let him continue longer in a condition ſo 
worthy of pity, I declare my ſelf her mortal enemy, andſ\year by the Sun, [will receive 
all the harſh uſage ſhe ſhall ſhevy him, as done to mine own perſon, Artaxerxes, 
to ſecondthe King his Father, conjured all the Ladies one afcer another, to have 
compalſtion of his dear Oronres, and the Queen his mother added, 7 ds not believe 
that among all our Ladics, there ts any ſo flinty as to rejet] Orontes affettions, ner that 
the credit of a King, or interceſſion of' a friend can obtain much, where his mevits have 
been able to do nothing. Oroondates, who was touched to the heart withalltheſe dif- 
courſes,- would often have anſwered ſuch obliging ſpeeches; bur fearing he ſhould 
not have power enough over his paſſion,to keep himſelf from giving ſome knowledge 
of it, either by his words or ation, he went to join diſcourſe with the Princeſs R:- 
xana, Barſina, and Memnen, who were converling together near a window, and 
left them not cill the King retired : but during their entertainment, he had his eyes 
ſafix'd upon the Princeſs, and ſhewed ſo much diſtraRionin all his talk, that Roxana 
was like to have ſuſpeRed ſomething of the truth, | 

After that time, ſeeing how concern'Mhe whole Court was in his fad, or pleaſing 
humour, and in what manner his leaſt ations were obſery'd, he ſtrove ro diſſemble 
part of his diſcontent, and to give thoſe that were moſt curious, leſs occaſion of in- 
quiry 
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quiry after the cauſe of it, not being willing to diſcover that by his imprudence, which 
he did with ſo much care, even to the loſs of all his repoſe and quietneſs. Bur alaſs! 
the diſeaſe was already too violent, and his ſoul was too full of paſſion, roafford a 
room forany other thing. This conſtraint made him ſtill grow worſe, and he would 
have waſted away inſenſibly to nothing, if that, which happen'd to him ſhortly af- 
ter had not made ſome change, or rather alterationin hisfortune. 

The fairneſs of a day extraordinary clear, and temperate for the ſeaſon it then was, 
invited the Princeſſes, ro walk in the Gardens of the Palace, the greateſt Gallants 
waited onthem thither, and at their alighting out of their Chariots, Oroondates took 
Statira by the hand, Fydaſpes Pariſatis, Artaxerxes Roxana, and AMemnon his dear 
Barſina, Rheſaces, Ariobarſanes, Orſines, And iome others, led Ar/inee, Cleone, and 
other fair Ladies, whereof the Perſian Court was exceeding wellitored ; It is not 
neceſſary for me to deſcribe the beauty of thoſe Gardens toyou, you have ſeenthem 
in their greateſt glory, before the inſolency of ſome looſe women carried on your 
Great King tothe ruine of the braveſt Palace, and faireſt City of the world, - After 
that the whole company had walked together a while, ir divided ic felf according 
to the ſeyeral inclinations of the Ladies, one part ran tothe Fountains, another ſoughe 
for ſhade in Arbours ; ſome ſate down upon the graſs, and the reſt viſited the fair and 
ſpacious Allies, Statira being her ſelf alone with Oroondates, in a by-walk, twenty 
or thirty paces from all the Company, reſoly'd to take that rime to diſcover his trou- 
ble; and when ſhe thought no body could over-hear her, having lookeda while 
earneſtly upon him; Orontes ( ſaid ſhe ) after the proofs we have had of your noble. 
neſs and civility, have I not reaſon to believe you have alſo a readineſs to comply with 
Laaies, and particularly with them that eſteem you ſo _—_ as I do : 1 ny, who unfeion- 
edly acknowledge your generoſity more, then all thiſe you have obliged? My Prince a- 
ſtoniſhed ar the beginning of this diſcourſe, wasa while withour anſwering ; bur 
in theend, that he might not continue ſilent, Aadzam, (id he, with a very low hu- 
mility) there is ſo mach glory in pleaſing and obeying you, that though 1 were not enga- 
ged both by duty and inclination to that compliance, and obedience, 1 find too high recom- 
pences thereby, ever to forſake either of them ſo long as T live, I expetted mo leſs ( re- 
pli-d the Princeſs) from a civility ſo well known to me, but if I be nat ſatisficd with 
woras, and that the intereſt Ttake i: your good will makes me aefire proofs thereof ; 
will you not fall off from that obedience you promiſe me, and leave me the trouble and ſhame 
of ar:fuſal, which mine indiſcretion hath perchance deſerved? Oroonaates not knowing 
whither this Diſcourſe would tend, anſwered her trembling with love and reſpect; Vo, 
Madam, 7 will never fall back from the vow 1 have made to obey ou eternally ,, and 
ſhould I in that honour meet the certain loſs of my life, it is too advantageous tome, not 
toembrace it as my moſt glorious fortune, That's too much (replied Statira) 7 have ſenſe 
enough of my obligations to you, never to buy the greateſt good I could wiſh for, at ſuch 
aprice; and indeed it is nothing bat the deſire of its preſervation that makes me curious, 
and perhaps indiſcreet, in urging you to things whichit may be are both againſt your hu-= 
monr, and againſt your reſelution : In ſhort Orontes, that which T deſire of you, (both 
by the remembrance of your promiſe, and by the conſideration of that which you love beſt 
zu the world) is nothing elſe but the confeſſion of the true cauſe of your afflittiom. I con- 
jure you toit, Orontes, as much as it is poſſible for me, and I proteſt toyou it is not out 
of any curioſity in my humonr, that T intreat this of you; but out of the real compaſ- 
fron I have of your trouble, and 4 acſire to procure its redreſs, by all the means that 
ſhall depend upon my aſſiſtance, and the credit of the K ing my Father. If my Prince had 
Neen ſtruck with thunder, he could not have been more ſuddenly deprived of all ſenſe 
then he was at the hearing of theſe words ; he was not able to keep himſelf from tep- 
ping back,and changing coiour two or three times, with ations of a man quite belide 
himſelf, and was ſo inwardly touch'd, that the Princeſs who conſidered all his carri- 
age with aſtoniſhment, repented her Y of having preſs'd him ſo far; but much 
more, when liftingup his eyes,(from wt# he could not withhold ſome tears Jand fix» 
ing them upon hers; 4h! Madam, (ſaid he, with the tone of his voice quite alte- 


red) hat is't you ak, me ? He repeated theſe words twice, and then walkingabour 
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rwenty pices with her, betore he ſpoke, being entranced like a man inthe agony of 
deach, he had a thouſand deſignes in his head, all wich in che end gave place to his 
laſt reſolution, that being taken he made a ſtang, and turning row..rds the Princeſs, ſo 
chang'd, that ſhe was much croubled at it ; 7es, adam, (lid he) [will obey you, 
and though I ſee my death inevitable in what you acſire of me, I remember that jn the 
offers I made you, 1 exempredit not from the proofs of my obedience, \he Princcls as 
much ſurpris'd as he,and perhaps beginning ro doubt che truth, was very ſorry ſhe had 
gone ſo far, and interrupting him, laid, No, no, Orontes, 1 will have none from ou of 
that nature; I thought 1 had asked | emething of ſmaller momeat ,, but ſince it 1s of ſo 
great importance, I, if you pleaſe, will diſ-engage you jd all you have promiſed me. My 
Maſter, who atter a ſtrong conflict, had alre«dy taken his reſolution, and who withour 
doubt, would have been forry to loſe an opporcunity, which perchunce he might nor 
finde again in his whole life time, reſoly'd co break through that dangerous paſſage, 
and ſaid to her with a voice a little more confident ; Xo, no, Madam, *ris now too late 
to free me from a thing,to which 1 am alreaay engaged,both by my promiſe, and by other tos 
powerful cenſiderations , and that charitable care you expreſs for the conſervation of my 
life, will not be unuſefull to me, when you ſhall know it depenas only upon your ſelf ; the 
Gods are my witneſſes, (continued he, lifting up his eyes and hands to Heaven) ha: 
nothing bat your command alone could have drawn from my mouth a confeſſion which will 
be moſt fatal to me, and which without your expreſs injunttion, I would have carried 
with me ſecret and undiſcovered tomy grave : Yes, doubtleſs, I ſhould rather have choſen 
zo die in filence,, then incur your diſpleaſure by ſo preſmmptuens a Declaration : but ſince 
that beſraes the chligation to which your will has engaged me, T fee my deſtrultion evident 
on all ſides, hawever, I ſhall think it both more glorioms, and more juſtifiable, when by your 
own command, [I ſhall have told you, that you your ſelf are the cauſe of it : Let not 
thisinfolent confeſſion ſarpriſe you, Madim, or do not turn away your eyes through hor- 
roar or indignation, from this unfoxtunate mn: It's true, Madam, I have (aid ir, and 
if at the laſt extremityef my life I may be permitted to ſay't again, I die for you ,, andif 
one death bee too poor to [atisfie you, accuſe the gods fer having given me but one life, to make 
reparation for an offence, the expiation whereof would require a thouſand. | hePrince 
would have ſaid more, it the Princeſs touch'd to the quick with fo tree a Declaration, 
and who knowing her ſelfto be daughter tothe greateſt King upon the Farth, thoughe 
no Prince in the world oughtto ſpe+k to her in ſuch rearms ::s thoſe, had nor pull'd 
her hand away from him, and ſac down upon a green Bank, looking on him with eyes 
full of diſdain, while this poor Prince leaning a gainit a Tree, w-ited trembling, for 
the ſentence of his condemnation. She bechovught her ſelf a while whar ſhe thould 
anſwer, wavering between anger and compaſſion , ſhe had ready ſome good will 
rowards him, and though ſhe thought her ſelf highly offended, ſhe alſo remembred 
what he had done for her and hers, which indeed were ſervices con{iderable enough, 
co blot alight offence out of the mind of one fo nearly obliged : this reflexion ſoft- 
ned her alittle, but hindred her not from making this anſwer,with much coldneſs and 
moderation, Orontes, if the obligations 1 have to you for my Brothers life, axd the li. 
berty of our family, were -0t as great as the fault you are guilty of, 1 ſhould not want 
means to make you underſtand the nature of an offence, Which, without doubt, your good 
reception in this Court hath encouraged you to commit : but ſince whether I vill or mo, I 
am much indebted to you, and that by mine impertinent curioſity I have ſome ſhare in youy 
fault my ſelf, I will conceal't, upon condition you ſhall never entertain me again with 
ſuch like follies, and that you will utterly loſe all thoughts of them, on pain f my everlaſt- 
ing hatred, Theſe words went ſo near to Oroondates, that —_ im of ſpeech 
and ſenſe, they made him tall down at her feet, without any ſigne of life. The Princeſs 
rouch'd at that obje&, with compaſſion, aſtoniſhment, and perhaps with an affeRion 
then taking birth, caſt forth a great cry, atwhich two of her maids who were not far 
off came running, and after them Barſina, and emnon, and a while after Artax- 
erxes, and the whole company ; their griet&as very violent, but not long, and my 
Maſter coming to himſelt withina while, drew them out of that apprehenſion, into 
which his ſwouning had put them, He was much aſhamed co find himſelf, in the 
| midit 
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midſt of all that company, and in the arms of Arraxerxes, who bedewed his face 
with tears; bur when he had well recovered his ſenſe and reaſon, he fe:red he had 
by chat accadent diſcovered what he ſo much deſired to conce:1 ; and rifing up, beg- 
ged pardon of the Company, for the trouble his indiſpoſition h:d given them ; fo 
raking his leave of them, and of his Princeſs by a look that had ſomething of faral 
init, heretired with Prince Artaxerxes, who by.no means would forſake him; and 
with many others who accompanied him to his Lodging. 

Araxes would have gone on with his Diſcourſe , and Zy/imachrs hearkned ro him 
with ſo much attention, that he never thought of dining, and would hive paſt the 
reſt ofthe day, before it had ever come into his minde, if Amintas and Pulemon had 
not come t9 interrupt them for that purpoſe : They return'd into the houſe, and Lyſi- 
machu having made ſuch a meal as the diſquierneſs of his thoughts would ſuffer 
him, went to viſit Oroondates, whom he no longer could behold without admiration : 
he found him raking his reſt, and not being willing to diſturb ir, he rook Ayaxes by 
the hand, and brought him to the ſame place where they had p. 'd the morning, ſuffi- 

iently expreſling by that aQtion what he deſired of him. | har faichful ſervant, who 
&k his meaning, and who was never ſo well ſatisfied as when he was talking of 
his Maſter, without making himſelf to be entreared, began to continue his Relation 


on this manner. 


: The End of the Firſt Book. 
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feght and the remembrance of him that woulg overWvhelm thee in his ruines,if thou ſhoaldeſt 


| ſtillbe fo obſtinate as to keep his company : I endured t hy aſſiſtance as long as I was [ f- 


fered tolive,but that now that is forbidden me,and that: ] have received the cruel ſentence of 
my death, leave-this unfortunate man for ever, and go tell the King of Scythia the faral 
adventure of his ſon ;, tell him I am dead, by a Soveraign Decree, but a Decree pro- 
nounc'd by the faireſt mouth in the world ; tell him, That Darius cakes revenge by bis 
Danghter, for the Defeat of his Armies, and that 1 ſatisfic for the blood of fo many thou- 
{and Perſians, ſlain by him cruelly in the wars. He ſaid many other things, which 
pierc'd myvery heart with compaſſion, and made me anſwer with a deluge of rears, 
which I pour'd forth athis bed tide , 1 would nevertheleſs have alledged ſome rea. 
ſons, to ſettle him in better temper, but he ſtopt my mouth , ſaying, Jt is enough, A. 
raxes, /et"s talk no more on't ,, Statira will have me die, and I am fully reſold to obey her, 
oppoſe my intention no longer, ſince thou knowelt 1 am not ignorant of the means, Yes fair 
Princeſſe, ( continued he, lifting up his eyes and croffing his arms upon his breaſt) you 
ſhall be ſerv'd your own way, and you ſhall not at all ſtand in need of any bodies aſſiſtance, 
to puniſh me for the fon I have commilted againſt you : you forbid me to ſpeak, na 
1ou forbid me to think of my aſſettion ;, but then you ſhould have forbidden me to 
into your Tent that fatal mght, in which Tpreſer v'd both you and yours, from the nſ0. 
lency of the Scythians. That ſmall ſervice for mpich you confeſs your ſelf indebted to 
me Whether you will or no, makes-you conceal my crime , but that which you call crime, 
ought to be a thouſand times more conſiderable to you then that ſervice. Tn ſerving you in 
that encounter, I did but qp ation of a Prince ; but in forſaking all my friends, and 
aeveſting my (lf of all bonds of nature, to receive an inevitable deſtruttion at 
your feet, 1 have dont Jan attion of a Prince that lyves you, andof a Prince that dies 
for jou , *tis-true, "p0% afe ignorant of theſe obligations, but thoſe that are known to 
Jon, are conſiderabte enough, 1s make me expett the ſame ſucceſs in thoſe that are un- 

OWN. | . 
s You threaten me with your eternal hatred ; Ah ! Crael, and what have 7 done to 
you worth 'y of it ? Examinc the natare of m1me offence, and you will ſee I am not fo gmil- 
ty, but that my death may free me from part of that ſeverity ;, ſhall your hatred laſt 
longer then my life , And can you deteſt a ſoul that forſakes its body only to obey you ? 
No, no, dear Princeſſe, you are not ſo hara-hearted, that ſatisfattion will without doubt 
content you, and When I ſhall c:aſe to be, ſurely I ſhall ceaſe to be odious to you, 

He had a thouſand other things to this purpoſe, and though Ius'd all my endea.. 
vours to make him take ſomething torefreſh him, he ſtill obſtinately refus'd, and 
paſs'd the whole nighin complaints, that would have touch'd the moſt inſenſible 
hearts with pity. | 

When I came to his bed-(ide in the morning, I found him in a burning Feaver , 
Prince Artaxerxes who came into his Chamber afſoon asit was day, was exceedingly 
Srieved at it, and ſending for his Phyſitians, forced him by my intreaty to take ſome- 
thing in his preſence , without his help I ſhould never have brought him to it, but 
for fear he ſhould viſibly ſhew him his deſpair, he obeyed, yet aſloon as he wes gone. 
he refuſed all things, and mock'd at allthe Phyſitians preſcriptions. The King came' 
that day to viſit ; ty and expreſs'd ſo much trouble for his ſickneſs, that his grief 
was redoubled by knowing he had ſo many partakers in it, The Queens came thither 
alſo, and the Princeſs Pariſatis, for the Princeſs Statira, fearing that her preſence or 
countenance might diſcover ſomething, feigned an indiſpoſition to exempt her ſelf 
from that viſit, My poor fick Maſter, who made not fo favourable an interpretation 


Of her abſence, was ſo touch'd with that inhumanity, that his Feavour grew thereby 


uch more violent, Hepaſs'dthe ſecond night as he had done the firſt ; and it was 
no ſooner day, but he preſently call'd for his cloathes ; he wasin ſounfit a condition 
toriſe, that it was longe're he could perſwade me to obey him , but in the erd ſee- 
ing he would have no denial, and that he began to be angry with the Groons of his 
Chamber, I was fain to be patient and expe what would be the iſſue of his deſign : 
when he was ready, he went with much adoe into his Cloſet ; commandingmeto let in 
no body but Prince Artaxerxes; he had ſcarcely ſhut himſelf in, but the Prince ww 
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tred the Chamber, and coming ſoftly to his bed, he admired when he found him not 
there, but more when I told him in how weak eſtate he wasgottenup, and what 
charge he had given me. Before he ſaw him, 1 begg'd that he would employ his 
power tO perſwade him to have more care of himſelf, wherein he promiſed me to uſe 
his urmoſt endeavours. | 

Aſſoon as he was gon in to him, and he had bidden him good morrow, heran with 
open armes to embrace him ; but my Maſter putting him back as well as his weakneſs 
would ſuffer him, No, no Artaxerxes, (aid he ) *:is not to me theſe kindueſſes are any 
longer due ;, you muſt now change your manner of living With me, and with your errony 
loſe afriendſoip which I have not deſerved, and which 1 cau no longer keep without de- 
ceiving you ; Though the advantages I receive thereby are exceeding great, I cannot 
ſuffer my ſelf ſtill to be guilty of abuſing you, and having nothing more to fear, [ have now 
no more need to diſſemble. Artagerxes amazed at this diſcourſe, expected the end of 
it with trouble and aſtoniſhment, while Groondates forcing himſelf beyond the 
ſtrength his preſent indiſpoſition had left him, continued on this manner : Be zoe /o ſoon 
tranſported with wonder Artaxerxes, and ſince you have ſo much deſered to know the canſ* 
of my diſcontent, learn with it the crime, the name, and the quality of him you have ho- 
nonred with your friendſhip ; But rather ( purſued he, taking a Dagger which lay upon 
the Table, and preſenting the handle of ito him ) rake this ſteel for a revenger of my 


 Erimes, anduaſſoon as I have ſpoke the word, ſtrike through the heart of this diſloyal man, 


who hath repaid your open freedom with diſſimnlation ; let not our friendſhip diſſwade eu 
from it, for though 1 dearly preſerve it s memory, twill quickly be at an end on your 
part ; think not you ſhall infringe the remainaty of it by this aftion, ſince it is ſafe for yeur 
Eſtate, pleaſing to all your friends ;, and. ſince by ſending me out of this World, yon will 
free your ſelf of an enemy, Who were mat to be geſpiſed if bis hatred were hereditary, to 
conclude, conſider me nolonger as Orontes, Prince of the Maſſagetes, who had the hap- 
pineſs to do you ſome ſmall ſervice, but as Oroondates Prince of Scythia, and lawful 
Succeſſor to him that hath ſo ofter dyed the Fields redin the blood of your Subjits, and 
whom ( to make him compleatly guilty) the Beauty of the Princeſs Statira your ſiſter 
drew into this Court, Where her hatred hath reduced him to that wiſerable condition in 
which you ſee him : why do you delay ſtill, now yow know all this? you will not be tobe 
blamed for deftroying him, whom you have ſo much cauſe to hate ,, the King your Fathey 
will thank you ;, and your ſiſter, who before ſhe knew me, was taught to hate me from her 
Cradle, will think her ſelf extreamly obliged to you _ it, | 
Artaxerxet whom ſo unexpected hin ad made more uthmoveable then a 
Statue, knew not whether he were awake, or in a ſleep, and not being able to 
imagine ſuch _— things could be other then a dream, he was abſolutely. like a 
dead body, ſave that the tears which ran down his face, gave ſome teſtimony thae 
he was alive, In the mean time Oroondates perſiſted in his deſign, and angry to ſee 
him ſo ſlow to take revenge; theſe tears ( ſaid he) injure your conrage, and this irre- 
(elution wrongs the generoſity of Artaxerxes ; let not this occaſion eſcape to revenge your 
ſelf of a powerful enemy, and tooblige a faithful friend : my death will be more glori- 
ous, and more welcome from your hand, then from mine ewn , and though both ſhould re- 
fuſe to give it me, Love, Grief, and Sickneſs will ſhortly ſatisfie my deſires. Artax*» 
erxes Who till then had hearkened to him with attention, waken'd at laſt as out of a 
deep ſleep, and knowing that all he ſaw was moſt aſſuredly true, after having conſi- 
dered a while, he threw himſelf ſuddenly upon him, his hearr _ ſo preſſed be- 
tween a mixture of grief and joy, that he was a long time before he could ger ouc 
one word ; Though 0roondates loved him more then his own ſelf, ( the condition he + 
wasinrendring him uncapable to taſteany happineſs ) he at firſt received his kindneſs 
very coldly, but then coming to conſider, with what affeRion the Prince embraced 
him, after a Declaration, that ſeem'd juſtly to exempt him from it, he was aſham'd to 
let himſef be overcome in generoſity , and hugging him in hisarms, as cloſe as his 
weakneſs could permit ; he made him quickly know, he had not put off the affeRion of 
Orontes, though he had laid aſide his name and quality : They held one another a 
good while i» ſuch trait embraces, that they ſeem'd to be become one body , bur 
at 
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at laſt the time they ſpent in them having Rs diflipated Artaxerxes aſtoniſh- 
ment, and giving him leiſure to recover his ſpirits, he ſaid ro Oroondates, with a more 
ſetled countenance , Gr-at Prince, the errour your diſguiſe ha's made me live in, cau- 
fer in me as much trouble, as the honour of ſeeing you in this place aves joy for ſo unexpet1- 
ed a happineſs. I have failedinfinitely in my behaviour toward you, andif 1 were not 
. wry your goodneſs , I ſhould have no hope of pardon ,, as you ( it 1 may ay ſucha 
thing ) ſhall be a good while before you obtain it, for an opinion that has mortally offended 
me. Cruel Oroondartes, «could you believe that the chanse of your condition, and the 
hatped of our Families, could change my affettion to you, and that Artaxerxes was ſo 
cowardly to lay hold of ſuch a baſe occaſion, to revenge himſelf of an Enemy, from 
whom he has received both his life and liberty ? No, no, generons Prince, Peſterity 
ſhall not bluſh for a'crime, the ſtain whereof would remain eternally in the blood Royal of 
Perſia, and it ſhall never be reproach'd to me, that thy knowledge of Oroondates blcr- 
ted out my remenpbrance of our Obligations to Orontes, 71d you as Orontes, but I 
will honour you as Oroondates , and if the alteration of your quality allsvp me any 
remainder fe your former liberty s 1 will love you alwaies more then my ſelf, ſince it 1s 
impoſſible for me to live without your affeftion , receive great Prince theſe new aſſu- 
rances I give you of mine, and refuſe me not the confirmation of thoſe 1 have received 
from you. If Statira (whois too much honoured by your love ) have net the ſame in- 
clinations, and ſame ſenſe of the pains you have taken for her, Twill diſovn her, and de- 
clare my ſelf her moſt bitter enemy ;, I hope nevertheleſs that the knowledge of Jour 
merits, and of your birth, added to the force of my perſwaſions will be able to do much 
with her, againſt whom I take your part with ſo ſtrong a paſſion, that you ſhall ſoon per- 
ceive how dear your intereſts are to me, All the recompence I pretend to by it, is nothin 
but to change your diſcontented manner of life, ſince I can take no pleaſure in mine, whil, 
you are (0 affiifted, and that from henceforth you ought to relie upon my care, in whatſoe- 
ver ſhall concern you, 
It is not poſlible for me to relate Oroondates joy and wonder, his hope raiſing it ſelf 
by ſuch ſweer promiſes, he became quite changed in a moment , and theſe teſtimo- 
nies of a friendſhip which was ſo dear, and fo advantageous to him, produced very 
ſuddenand marvellous effeRs, both in regard of the health of his body, and of the 
quiet of his minde.and indeed, he ſo forgot his ſickneſs ro anſwer Artaxerxes freedom, 
and engaged himſelf fo far in proteſtations of ſervice and friendſhip, that he would 
not have givenover of a long time, if thit Prince who forſook not the care of his 
health, had not in a manner by force made him to go to bed, refuſing to hear any more 
till he was thereagain. When he had yielded to his deſires, Artaxerxes fate down 
by his bedſide, and there being no body but left inthe Chamber, he commanded 
me to recount to him my Maſters adventures, which till that day he was ignorant of, 
My Prince notwithſtanding all Artaxerxes endeavours to hinder him by reaſon of 
his feaver, would needs make recital of them himſelf ; not thinking any body 
elſe was able to expreſs the leaſt part of his paſſion , he took uprhe Story therefore 
from the beginnings of his love, not hiding from him the ſmalleſt particularities, even 
to the Princeſſes laſt words which had cauſed his falling into the ſwoun, the occaſion 
whereof Artaxerxes till then' was ignorant of, and he related it ſo feelingly, thatthe 
very remembrance of it would have pur him into the ſame condition, if the Prince 
who had hearkn'd to him without interruption, had not comforted him with theſe 
words. * Though your diſtruſt, and obſtinacy in concealing your felf from the 
* moſt faithful Friend you ever had, touches me very ſenſibly, I will not callto minde 
+ that injury, ſince you have forgorten greater, and of more importance, and with- 
** out conſidering the offence I commit againſt him by whom 1 came into this world, 
* I will employ my endeavours for you with ſuch care, that they ſhall not be anpro- 
" fitable. Statira loves me exceedingly, and you are exceeding lovely, theſe two 
© points make me hope for all manner of good fortune, if yours depend only upon 
© her, fince while 1 entreat heras your friend, 1 will counſel her as herbrother : 1 
"aſſure my ſelfſhe will hearken to us, and 1 already believe ſhe hates you not, conſt. 


**dering that beſides the obligations for which ſhe is indebted toyor, I dare ſwear 
Hg there 
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« there 2re few Ladies in the Court that have not ſome inclination to you; loſe not 
* this opinion for the words ſhe ſpoke, they are no figne of averſion; and it were 
* very {trange if ſo unexpeRted. an encounter with a diſcourſe ſo unlook'd for from 
* 2 man whom ſheever thought her inferior, ſhould not haye extreamly ſurpriſed 
© her: You know the cuſtoms of her ex, and eſpeci2lly of thoſe of her quality, 
* conlider them I beſeech you, and inſtead of caſting your felt into a defpair un.. 
* worthy of your courage, recover your former healch, your former humour, - and 
* expe all minnerof farisiation, from your own merit and myalliftance. And 
do you (replied Oroondates) expect from me 21l that you ought to look for from a 
Prince, whom you have driwn out of the grave, and who will not with lefs paſtion 
embrace the occaſions of {-crificing himſelf tor you, then he would that exceſs of 
happineſs you promiſe him. 

Afﬀeer theſe.paſſages and ſome others, 4rraxerxes took leave of him to go labour 
for his contentment, and to give him liberty to tzkea liccle reſt, Iſ-y reſt, ſince in- 
deed he now began to taſte ſome in ſuch ſweet hopes, and char he forſook the defire 
ot death, upon which he hzd ſo firmly fixt his reſolution , though rhe diforder he 
had commicced in rifing that day, h:d ſomething moved him, yec w1snot his fexver 
the more violentfor it ; and within two hours atcer the Prince of Perfa's departure; 
the Phyſicians found leſs diſtemper in his pulſe, and more fignes of recovery in. his 
yoice and countenance, 

In the mean time Prince Artaxerxes giving the Gods thanks for their fivour, in 
affording bim the means to require part of hiseng-getnents to my Maſter, reſoly'd to 
lay hold of the occafion with ſo much care, thac he might never be accuſed of ingra- 
ticude; and not being willing rodelay ir longer, affoon as he wasour of my Maiters 
chamber, he went (as I have learn'd lince) from Orcondates, to the Princeſs Sratira's 
Lodging, He found her wichout any other company: bur her maids, and notdefiring 
witneſſes of what he had toſiy, he pray'd her co goe into her Cloſer.  Whenthey 
were there together and had ſhut the door, the Prince making her fit down by him, 
after he had a while look d (ilently upon her, cook her h:nds and preſſing them gently 
between his : Siſter (ſaid he, with a voice leſs confident then at other times) is st 
not true that you love me well ? © Brother (:nſwered che Princeſs) I know not to what 
* end you ask aſſurances from me, of a thing which T believe vou do notdoube, | But 
Imean (teply'd he) that it is with a friendſhip more then ordinary, and that you will not 
refuſe to give me proofs of it, when I ſhall deſire them frtwi you. *©* They mult needs be 
* very difficult ones 1f 1 do (ſaid the Princeſs ){ince it 1s not craer that] am Starira,then 
*itis that love Artaxerxes more then all the: world, 7 a5k not ſomnch (reply'd he) 
and I will never envie another that which he hath deſerved better then I, wonder not, 
ffter, ( continued he) 1f I ask,you queſtions, which y:ur manner of living does without 
doubt make you think ſtrange : I aid really believe you lov d me, and upon that belief I 
have laid a foundation for my life ,, but ſee well tothe confirmation you give me of it, and 
remember, that if you have the heart to repent you, when T ſhall deſire proofs, you ought nd 
longer to hold Artaxerxes for your brother, but for the man Whom you have the moſt mor- 
tally offended in the whole world, and for him whom you will muſt infallibly ſend unto 
his grave. Till then the Princeſs was not moved at his diſcourſe ; bur ſeeing with 
how much earneſtneſs he ſpoke, ſhe anſwered him more ſeriouſly ; The Prince of 
* Perſia has ſo much affeRtion to his ſiſter, rh+t he will never defire any thing from 
* her, unworthy of either of them, neither will ſhe refuſe him her yery life, if he 
* askit of her, for a proof of hers. ] will ever be ready to lay down mine, for the con- 
ſervaticn of yours, (reply'd the Prince) and will rather con/ent to my ovon ruine, then 
to your diſadvantage : Tor have reaſe.n tobelieveit, deareſt ſiſter, and I alſo will believe 
that deſiring only things Which are eaſie, and which you onght to do, you Will not re- 
fwſe them, when your brethers (af, ty is concern'd, [n ſhirt dear foſter, not to detain 
Jou longer, it is mine own life I beg of you, in that of my dear Orontes, both of them de= 
pending abſclutely pon You, and you ought not to judge otherwiſe of the condition Þ. an 
im, then by that to which you have reduted him. If he die, it is impoſſible I ſhould live , if 
he live, I ſpall be indebred to you for my preſervation; and it is rat her me, then him ary 
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make to [offer the puniſhments of that, preſumption whereof yeu ao accuſe him, ponder 
wet, Siſter, *tis in the laſt extremity of his life, that he has aiſcovered ro me What paſſed 
between you, "and tis in the ſame extremity he hath made himſelf known, but known to 
be ſuch an one, that [ may without injury to the Crown of Perlia, beg that of you for him, 
which you might refuſe Ocontes. 

: Stick not therefore upon his quality, forit itequal to ours, and we have faund him tco 
powerfull to have any reaſon to deſpiſe him : I muſt not keep you longer in ſnſpence , beſides 
your obligation to him, and your love to me, you have alſo azſcretion enough to deſerye.to 
be truſted with a ſecret of this conſequence, and to perſwade me to diſcover te yen; . that 
it is no longer to Orontes, Prince of the Maſſagetes, you are ſo much indebted, but to 
the valiant Oroondates Sen to the Great Emperor of Scythia, and lawful Succeſſor of 
the moſt potent Empire of all Europe. Be net amazed, dear Siiter, but take this / tell 
Jon for athing as true, as to you it appears ſtrange. He is no longer a Fugitive Prince, 
who to flie the anger of his King, hath ſought for Santtuary in our Court : But a Prince, 
who burning for lyve of you ever ſince that firſt ſight, which was ſo fatal to him, and ſo 
advantageous to onr family, hath abandoned the tender affettion of his Father, and the 
Conntries over which Heaven made him to be borne a Soveraign, hath travelled thus far 
into his Enemies territories, and hath expoſed himſelf to ſo many evident dangers to ſee 
you, and to dedicate a life wnto you, Which he would nit preſerve but for your ſake. 
He would have gone on till, when the Princeſs who had hearken'd to him with much 
attentionand more aſtoniſhment, .nor ſuffering him to proceed farther, cryed our, 
O Gods! Brother, do you abuſe me, or muſt I give credit to what you ſay? ©You 
* ought to do ſo,(replied he)ſince 1 tell it you ſeriouſly,and conjure you to receive him 
* as his birth, merit, and the ſervices he hath done you, oblige you to do. W hat,would 

ou have me love the ſon of our ſworn Enemy, (ſaid Statira ?) Sure if you conſider 
Cow highly it will offend him co'whom we owe our being, you will not think it ſtrange 
if I diſobey you. © ſhall think ita greater cruelty then death ir ſelf (anſwered Ay- 
* raxerxes ) having vowed ſuch a friendſhip to the Prince of Scythia, that our fortunes 
- © henceforth are inſeparable : If you will not fave his life, 1 beſeech you detain me 
© here no longer, and believe you never ſhall ſee'Arraxerxes more but at his Funeral, 
- Is it poſſible (replied the Princeſs) you ſhould be fo paſlionately concern'd for 
him that hath ſo then ſhed the blood of your Nation, and with whom you can 
hope for no peace, ſo 'ong as his Father and yours are living? ©Buris it poſſible, 
«cruel Siſter, (/aid he.) you ſhould conſerye the memory of that, after ſo many ob. 
< ligations, which ought to have wipedir clean out of your remembrance , Are your 
5 intereſts in it greater then mine? And can you look upon him as 0roondates, who 
* hath made his valor appear to our loſs, when he knew us nor, and that his duty 
* obliged him to it, he conſidering him at the ſame time, zs the man that ſaved 
* the honor, theliberty, and thelife of you and yours, and who to ſee you, and ſerve 
* you, has made no difficulty to forſake his party, his kingdom, his father, and his 
*1life itſelf, which he is come to deliver into the hands of his moſt mortal Enemies ? 
* Shall a pretended injury make you forget ſuch real ſervices? And can it fo prepoſ. 
* ſeſsyou, asto keep you from knowing what you owe to the pains and hazards to 
* which he hath expoſed himſelf for your ſake? It is impoſlible (S:arira) that ever 
* you ſhould be able to requite them; and ſhould you do much morein fayor of him 
* then I demand, you would ſcarce diſengage your ſelf of a part of your own debr, 
* beſides what is due to his intereſts and mine. Let us conſider yours, ſiſter, fire 1 
* proteſted I would never deſire any thing to your diſadvantage , can you wiſh for 
**a greater Prince, or a match more ſuitable ro your birth * Would you have a hand- 
©* ſomer man; or rather is it poſlible ſo many excellent qualities, and that comelineſs 
* able to charm the rockieſt hearts, ſhould have ſuffer'd you to remain unſenſible ? 
* No, no, dear ſiſter, if you have been ſo hitherto, it is now time to let your ſelf be 
* conquered, You have defended your ſelf too longagainſt his merits, againſt the 
* obligations you havero him, and againſt the earneſt intercefflon ofa brother, thar 
* loves you far more then his own ſelf, 

To theſe words he added many others, ab'2 to ſoften a more ſavage heart then $:a- 
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tity's ;- inwhich, finding ſome inclination, they in the end forced her to yield to ſo 
many powerfull motives. She was a long ime 1n theſe reflexions, withour anſwering 
her brother, who ſomerimes embracing her wh much tendernets,and ſometimes fal- 
ling on his knees, forgot neither prayers nor tears, to move her to compaſlion, Atlatt 
lifring up her head, and coming out ofa deep itudy, ſhe look'd upon ham with ſome- 
thing a kinder eye, and caſting her arme abour his neck, ſaid, *Well then, brother, 
« what muſt I do to fatisfie you? - The Prince tranſported with joy, after he had 
ftraitly embraced her, ** You muſt cure poor Oroondates (anſwered he) by an uſage 
« contrary to that, which put him into the condicion you ſhall ſee him in,and by a difa- 
« yowing of the words you ſpoke to him. i/! that ſuffice for your ſatisfattion, re- 
plied the Princeſs ? No, no, filter (ſaid Artaxerxes) when you haverais'd hun a- 
« 5ain fromthe place where you have laid him, ow muſt acknowledge his ſervices, 
« by giving him leave to hope fora friendſhip, which he hath ſo well deſerved. © Well 
« (»ſwered Statira) I grant youall you defire, ſince you force metoir, andthar ic 
«1sjmpoſlible for me toreliſt any thing wherein you take ſo deep an intereſt ; For 
*« your ſake, will give him leave to love me. That's not enough, (cry'd Artaxerxes) 
« his affeRtion requires more then ſo, and deſerves that his own con{1deration ſhould 
* oblige you toit ; add bur that word (dear fiter) if you would have me the moſt 
< happy of all men living. You are very troubleſome (anſwered Statira ſmiling ) 
« yer ſince I havedone ſo much, I will refuſe you nothing more, but will leave to 
« you the whole care and management of an affection, into which you are going to 
* engage we, and wherein I foreſee aninfinite number of obſtacles; your prudence 
« ſhall make way through them if it can, and remember I have bur a ſmall ſhare in 
« the fault which you make me to commic. The Prince extreamly overjoyed, after a 
multitude of thanks, and dear expreſſions, ſtrove to make her caſt away all the fears 
that aſſaulted her, andrelling her the paxticulars of my "Maſters life, left her notcill 
he found ſhe had a great deal of good will coward him, andas much deſireto haſten 
hisrecovery. * ; 
That it a_ not be delayed longer, Artaxerxcs perſwaded the Queen his Mo. 
ther to go ſee him that ſame Evening ; the Princeſles her daughters accompanied her 
and he himſelf would needs make one, in a viſit of his own motioning, The Princeſs 
Statira entred into hischamber trembling; and conſidering what ſhe was going to 
do, and what repugnancy ſhe foundin her ſelf againſt thoſe things which her brother 
exacted from her, ſhe drew near my. Maſters bed, with ſo much confuſion, thar 
whoſoever would have obſerved her, might eaſily have found it in her countenance, 
Nevertheleſs having already ſome ſmall kindneſs coward him, and ſeeing him reduced 
to that ſad condition, only by the love he bore to her, pity compleated the introducing 
of affeRion, and made her reſolve to break through all difficulties, to ſatisfie her bro- 
ther, to require her obligations to my Maſter; and alſo to follow the incitements of 
an inclination which already began to gather ſtrength in her. After the Queen had 
asked him how he did, and talk'd a while with him, the Prince her ſon, asif he had 
ſomething to ſay to her, took her with one hand, and the Princeſs Paraſatiswiththe 
other, and led them to a Window, where he amuſed them with ſome diſcourſe which 
he invented for that purpoſe. | 
Then it was that Princeſs Statir was in ſo ſtrange a confuſion, that ſhe had. ve- 
ry much ado to get out of it, and troremember her laſt reſolutions, My Prince trem- 
bling with love and fear, durſt hardly lift up his eyesunto her, and quite aſhamed that 
he was yet alive,ſeem'd to ask her pardon tor it by his filence, and by ſome tears which 
utterly overcame her, andwere like to have made her ſhow ligns of her compaſſion 
which without queſtion would have diſcovered the cauſe of ir. But ſhe reſiſted 
ſtoutly, and coming near my Maſter, ſhe ſaid ſo low that ſhe could not be heard by 
any body but him, z/hat, will Orontes die then? © Yes, Madam, (anſwered he) he 
* will die, ashe oughtto do, andif he hath ſo long deferred to give you that proof 
*of his care to pleaſe you, do not accuſe him for ir, ſince he hath done both what he 
* could, and what he ſhould to ſatisfie you. Le: Orontes die if he will, (repliedthe 
Princeſs) ſo Oroondates live. Oroondates quite loſt in that ſudden ſu7priſe of joy 
*F an 
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and aſtoniſhment, was ſo ſtrucken fora time, that he could not finde words to make 
reply ; yer ſeeing that the Queen was ready to come back to him, he ſpoke theſe few 
unto the Princes. *Oreondates would live, Madam, if ſhe for whom he both will 
* and ought to die, did but conſent unto his life. The Princeſs 2nſwered him in 
haſte, She not only conſents to it, but alſo entreats, and if ſhe have any power com- 
mana: it, 

The Queen and the Princeſs Pariſatis, who drew near, hindred.them from fay- 
ing more : but Prince Artaxerxes knew eaſily by my Maſters face, that ſhorc time 
had been happily employed for him, he could not difſemble the joy he felt, and af- 
ſoon as the Queen and the Princeſſes were gone, he learn'd the iucceſs ftrom my Ma- 
ſter, with ſo many marks of fatisfaRtion, thar I thereby knew the ardency of his 
friendſhip to him berrer then before. Iris not poſsible for me to expreſs in the leaſt 
degree, how my Maſter was tranſported, what he did, whar he faid co the Prince of 
Perſia, how often he call'd him his God, and his protecting Angel , and how many 
proteſtations he made to him of an eternal fidelicy. Ir ſhall ſuffice me to tell you 
that the next day his Feaver was gone, and that this change of his life made ſuch an 
alteration in his health, that within two days he was our of bed, and within two more 
out of his Chamber. 

Thoſe that were concern'd in his ſickneſs, heard of his recovery with much 
joy; andI may truly ſay, it was almoſt a publick gladneſs, Oroondates vertue having 
in that ſhortabode, gain'd him as many friends, as there were perſons capable to un- 
derſtandit. Aſſoon as he wentabroad, he repayed his viſits carefully, and when he 
had ſeen the King, and the _ he wen to the two Princeſſes Lodgings, where 
he found them together, and their Couſin Roxana with them, He made his addreſ- 
ſes with the ſamefear, which of late did everaccompany him in Starira's preſence ; 
but Artaxerxes who came thither almoſt zs ſoon as he, holding Pariſaris and Roxana 
in talkto oblige him, gave him as free liberty ro entertain the Princeſs as he could 
defire. He was not willing to loſe the opportunity, and having look'd a while filent- 
ly upon her, he ſaid ar laſt withan inward trembling, 7 kzow #or, Madam, whither in 

wing me leave to live, you have alſo given me leave to ſpeak, but though 1 were for- 
bidden it for all things elſe, yet ought it at leaſt to be allowed me, that 1 may return her 
thanks who hath preſerv'd my life. 

The Princeſs to theſe words made anſwer : Oxr While familie hath obligations to 
ous the ſame nature, and I ſhould have had lictle gratituae, if Thad not comribated 
all that depended on me, toward the health of a perſon to whom we are all ſo much indeb- 
ted, © Thoſe ſmall obligations (replied the Prince) carry their recompence along with 
* them, and all the ſervicesI ſhall be able rodoe you, while I have breath, are too 
« sloriouſly paid already, if che charity you had to a dying man, be notextin@ to one 
* whom you ſee in better health, 7 did too good a work (anſwered the Princeſs ſmi- 
ling) when I aſſiſted your recoverie, ever to repent me of it while Tlive ,, and beſides 
my knowledge of your quality, your merits, and our engagements, my brothers [atisfalti« 
enis ſo dear tome, that Ito it will alwaies ſacrifice the better part of mine inclinations, 
Oroonaates with a deep ſigh replyed, © Since the Gods have not been liber:l enough 
© of their fayours to me,to make me worthy of my ſelf to ſerve you,] receive the for- 
rune they ſend me as proceeding from them, and if by the moſt holy zeal and the 
© moſt reſpeRive paſlion that ever was, 1 cannot merit the honour of being yours, I 
© ſhall eſteem my ſelf too happy, it tor the conſideration of that dear brother, you 
© will exempt me from the hatred ot our families, and if laying ir aſide, you per- 
© mit me to live as a perſon not indifferent to him that is ſo dear to you, 

The Princeſs who truly lov'd him, and deſired to favour him as much as ſhe belie. 
ved ſhe might, anſwered but with ſome violence to her reſerv'd humour, 1 forbid 
* you not to make more fayourable interpretations of what concerns you, and I ſhall 
© not take it ill, if you believe you are conſiderable enough of your felf, true it 
* is, I was moved by my brothers ſolicitation, to the ation which you call charita. 
*© ble, but I will confeſs to you, that if I had believ'd ] might and ought, 1 ſhould 
© have done that of my ownaccord, which I did by his perſwaſion, My Maſter 
was 
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was ſo ovcr-joyed at theſe obliging words, that he was ready to caſt himſelf ar her 
feer, and make known the nature of cheir diſcourſe by his ation; bur of a ſudden 
coming to himſelf, he preſerv'd judgement enough ro conlider the place where he 
was, and the perſons that were preſent, which made him reſtrain himſelf as much 
as poſſibly he could, ſo that he only ſaid with a countenance which diſcover'd the 
excc{s of his contentment ; 7 perceived well, Mad:m, from the happy moment Which firſt 
gave me to you, that [emething Divine forced me to reverence you in a quite extraordi. 
nary manncr, and I receive proofs of that Divinity in the abſelute power yore have over 
our lives; yer tock, mine away, by a ſentence which my temerity extorted juſtly from 
gorr fair mu! h. Jo3r: r.ſtored it me avam by words Which Jour compa ren Produced : and 
now you bleſs it with ſo rmdeſerved 4 mercy, that I have much ave to. knew my (elf, 
being drawn ont of an al "ſe of miſery, and rais d to a glory that ought to bernvied by 
the Gods themſeives. The rapture he w.'s in would have made him ſ1y more, if the 
Princeſs hid not incerrupted him on this manner. Oroondates, 7 with:ut queſtion 
do mere thin I eaght, it 1 confider whe IT am ;, but if I likewiſe couſrder who Jon are, 
and what y'u have dine for us, and particularly for my ſelf, methinks I ſhovild le moſt 
meratef:l, if I did not ſh:w ſome acknowledgement of that affettion, wheref Jou grove me 
[ great an do dangerous proofs. Tnaeed I] Was net pleas'a that Orontes hruld dare to 
love me, but ſince my brother thinks fit tha: Oroondates ſhonld, and that  Frould ſuffer 
him, and that he bing a Prince of quality equal to me, exprſes himſelf to fo mani(:ſt 
perils for my ſervice, 1 ſhould think 1 committed a fault beth againſs friendhip, and a« 
gainſt duty it df, if I abated nut ſomething of my firſt ſeverity : abxje it not [ pray 
you, bat live in ſuch a manner both for your own jake and mine, that the Prince of 
Scythia, and the Princeſs of Perha, may never be ſuſpetted to held! intelligence. The 
reflecting upon this thu:ght makes me tremble, and when thoſe obſtacles which frighted 
mot you, come into my conſideration, I am ſo confounaed at your deſign, that I can culy 
leave the c:mdr:tt of it to the Gods, to your own prudence, and my brothers aſſiſt ence; 
Oroondates ready receiving marks of affection from his Princeſs, which were beyond 
his exp<Ration, made her this anſwer : ** The mercy of the Gods, and Pr::'ce 4r- 
* xaxerxes goodneſs, which have given way co the birth of a moſt perte& affeRion, 
* will wichour d.ubt tavour the ſucceſs of ir; and that hereditary hacred which 
* makes my greateſt hinderances, will yeild, I hope, to julter conſiderations : for my 
* part, Aſadam, ſince youdo me the honour to command it me, 4 will carry my ſelf 
*inſuch a manner, thaca fortune I have never deſerved ſhall never be ſuſpected, 
* and though the Prince of Scythia ſhould be diſcoyered in the Court of Perſia, 
© the Princeſs Statira ſhall not at all appear more faulty then the Princeſs Pari- 

© {atzs. 
The remainder of their diſcourſe was cut off by the Princeſs Roxana, who being 
ſomerhing concern'd in it, c»me maliciouſly to interrupt them. Artaxerxes, and Pa» 
riſatis join'd company with them, and they altogether paſs'd the reſt of the day in 
an indifferent converſation. After that meeting 9rcondates employed his time (0 
well with his Princeſs, that he m2de a morvellous progreſs in his affurs, and preſs'd 
her with ſo much diſcretion, that at laſt he receiv'd aſſurances both by her words and 
aRions, that he was really beloved of her. This knowledge reſtored himto his for= 
mer health and humour, and made him ſuch in the eyes of the whole Court, thathe 
drew the hearts and admiration of all afreſh, Prince Artaxerxes being reſoly'd to 
oblige him to the uttermoſt, did him all che good offices that might be , burthe within 
a ſhort time was but little neceſl+ry to himtor the gaining of his ſiſter, for that Prin- 
ceſs obſerving from diy to day ſo many admirable qualities in the Prince who liv d on» 
ly for her ſ1ke, ſuffer'd her ſeltro be inſenſibly won to ſo {trong an affeRion ro my Ma- 
ſter, thar his paſſion had the advantage bur httle over hers. She carried her ſelf never- 
theleſs with ſo much reſervedneſs, that the ſevereſt of che age, no nor Diogenes himſelf, 
of whom your King had ſogreat an eſteem, could not have told how to condemn any 
of her ations, though they had been publiſhed to them.My Prince never imboiden'd 
himſelf fo far as to take the ſmalleſt favours of her,and accounted hunſelf more happy 
ina Kind look, or anobliging word, thenin the poſſeſſion of an Empire, Nor can] 
E 2 forbear 
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forbear to tell you by the by, ( though perchance you know more of itthen I ) thax 
as I do not believe ever woman was adorned with a more excellent beauty then that 
Princeſs, ſo neither do I think that ever beauty was accompanied with a more rare 
and eminent vertue ; her wit was marvelloufly quick and apprehenſive ; her humour 
alwaies equal, and fo full of ſweetneſs, thatall the world found themſelves charmed 
withir, her courage ( as you know ) without being much ſhaken, has reſiſted the 
rougheit aſſaults of fortune : her diſcretion and modeſty were wonderful, and her 
reſervedneſs ſuch, that though ſhe had a moſt true and real affetion, ſhe wasalwaies 
enough Miſtreſs of it, never to be carried to the ſmalleſt ation, that was againlt the 
ſevereſt rules of duty, though the time and opportunities ſhe had might have ſuffici- 
ently excuſed her. 
Oroondates ſeeing this abſtract of perfection, was even beſides himſelf when he con- 
ſidered his own happineſs; and though he were infinitely taken with the beauty of 
her body, that of her minde had ſo captivated him, that not being able to love a 
leſſer vertue, nor make account of a more eaſie conqueſt, he found ſweetneſs in the 
very difficulties he met with in his deſign, His acceſs to her was very open, for the 
King and the Queens thought they could do no leſs to him that had preſery'd their 
daughters,then to allow him their converſation , neither did he abuſe thar liberry;and 
to give no matter of ſuſpition, he entertain'd the Princeſle Pariſatzs as often as her 
ſiter, and ſeem'd notto tie himſelf more to her, then to Roxana, Barſina, ard other 
Princeſſes which he ſaw every day, and by whom he was look'd upon with a very fa- 
vourable eye. Artaxerxes was extreamly joyed, ſeeing ſo good ſucceſs in the purpoſe 
he had not to appear ingrateful, and took ſo good order to make him pals ſill for 0. 
rontes, that he was never ſuſpe&ed by any body. This happy change of his fortune 
reltoring him his former looks, and humour, with more advantage then betore, retur- 
ned him the affetions of the whole Court, and eſpecially of the Ladies, who ſeeing 
him excel in all things with a marvellous grace, had ſome trouble to diflemble the in- 
clinations which ſo extraordinary a man produeed in their hearts ; and if his paſſion 
to the Princeſs had left him in a condition to be ſenſible of that good fortune, he 
had wherewithall to ſatisfie himſelf in the teſtimonies of affettion he received trom 
the faireſt Ladies of all Perſia You have without doubt known many of them that 
were not exempt; but becauſe that diſcourſe would be too long, and not important 
to my Maſters life, I will only tell you what 1 cannot omit without concealing from 
you his moſt remarkable accidents, 

It was at the Wedding of Aemnon and Barſina, that my Maſter diſcovered an ef- 
feR of his merit, which hath ſince been very prejudicial co him, The gallant 2em- 
»o1 having made himſelf conſiderable by a thouſand noble ations, aſter a long ſuir 
obtain'd the fair Barſina, with the general conſent of her Father Artabaſus, the 
King, and the whole Court, who thought themſelves much concern'd in that alli- 
ance. The high eſteem of the Perſons made it a Solemnity to all Perſia, and their 
quality obliged the King, the Queens, and the whole Royal Family, ro honour 
Artabaſus houſe with their preſence. My Prince, who for his vertue, had contrated 


* a nearfriendſhip with 1Zemmor, was one in all the meetings that were made to cele- 


brate his Marriage, and appear'd every where with ſo much dexterity and magnifi- 
cence, that he ſhared the whole honour with the Prince of Per{ia, who likewiſe 
91ve a thouſand proofs there of his gallantry, and aRiveneſs, When the Pomps of 
the day were ended, there was a very ſtately ball, and the —_ the Princeſles, 
with all the faireſt Ladies, and of the chiefelt qualiry, were.preſent at it with fo ex- 
traordinary a luſtre, and improved their natural beauties with ſo many ornaments, 
and with the ſparkling of ſo many jewels, that truly my eyes were hardly able to be- 
hold ſuch glittering objeRts. My Maſter was ſeated near the Princeſs Roxana, who 
was indeed exceeding handſome, and very ſumptuouſly apparelled. You already 
know the rank ſhe held inthe Court, as daughter to Cohortatus, Darixs his Couſen 
German, and Governour ofthe Sacans, I will ſay nothing of her face, nor wit, 
you know much more of them then I, and we have ſo much cauſe to deteſt her, that 
tis hard for me to preſerve any remembrance of them to her advantage. . 
When 
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When 0rondates had ralk'd a while with her of the beauty of the Perſian Ladies, 

wherewith ke confeſſed himſelf ro be dazled ; Roxana after ſhe had looked earneſt- 
ly upon him, and by the divers changes of her countenance teſtified the inward 
trouble of her minde ; B=t zs it poſſible ( ſaid ſhe, ſo low that ſhe could not be over- 
heard ) you ſhenld have ſtill conſery'd the coldneſs of your Climate among ſo many 
beauties, and that the ſight of all theſe wonders ( as youtearm them ) ſhould not have 
made you loſe a lutle of that- indifferency n hich hath diſpleaſed them all ? © They 
< have too nuch of that themſelves to one fo unfortunate 2s 1 am ( anſwered Orun- 
& dates ) to be touch'd with the inclinations I may have : yet I am not ſo unſenſible 
* bur I have ſuch to them, as one ought to have to the tairett creatures of the whole 
* world. But, adam, Ido not want reſpeRt, and 1 know how to conceal what I 
* could not declare without temerity ; beſides thar, indeed I uſe my utmoſt endex- 
« yours to defend my ſelf from a wound, whereof I could not, withour much pre- 
< ſumption, hope for any cure. Tow are adiſſembler ( replied the Princeſs ) and you 
underſtand your ſelf well enough, and us too, to have thoughts quite contrary to your diſ- 
coxrſe , the Ladies here know how to value perſuns like Orontes, as well as in other pla- 
ces; and if 1 did not believe I ſhould be the Author of too much vanity in you, I would 
aſſure you there were few of them but would receive your affettion as a very happy for- 
tune. She bluſh'd ſo as ſhe made an end of theſe words, that my Maſter was almoſt 
out of countenance for her, and anſwered with a low ſubmiſſion: © You may make 
*your ſelfſport, adam, at the coſt of an unfortunate man, but can never draw him 
* by ſuch a Kind of jeſting, from the opinion he has of himſelf zyhen you have 
ſuch a ene as you ſhould have, ( ſaid Roxana, interrupting him ) you will hope for al! 
Jou ſhall defire. 1 think ſhe would have abſolutely diſcovered her ſelf, if Prince 
Artaxerxes who was deltin'd ever to do my Maſter good offices, had not come to take 
her out to daunce , or if when he brought herback co her place, he had not fate dif- 
courſing with them allthe reſt of that Evening, 

W hen Oroondates was come home, calling ro mind Roxana's words, and many of 
her former ations which he had not been concern'd enough to take notice of betore, 
he began to find that indeed ſhe loved him, .and by ſome ſecret inſtin& foreſeeing 
the croſſes that affeRion hath cauſed him ſince, he look'd upon the birth of it with a 
great deal of trouble. He reſolv'd nevertheleſs if ſhe perſevered in that humour, 
to uſe her as civilly as he poſlibly could, «s well to render what was due to her perſon 
and quality,as not to exaſperate a minde which he knew to be very ativeandunquier, 
and likewiſe that he might not give her any ſuſpicion of his loverto the Princeſs of 
Perſia. Afﬀeer that time he received many other teſtimonies of it ; and Roxana who 
thought ſhe had already broke through the greateſt difficulty paſs'd by no occaſion to 
let her looks and her diſcourſe give him tokens of her inclinationtoward him. 0- 
roondates diſſembled all very cunningly, and feigning not to perceive ir, carried himſelf 
to her, as he believ'd her birth, and her favourable uſage did much oblige him ;, bur 
ſhe not being ſatisfied with ordinary civilities, and her good opinion of her ſelf being 
ſtrong enough to perſwade her, he only avoidedthe knowledg of her affeRtion out of 
afear that he was unworthy of ir, reſoly'd to free him of that apprehenſion , and af- 
ter ſome difficulties ſhe found in her haughty humour, ſhe forced the laws of decen- 
cy, and oneday lipta paper into his ſleeve, which he found there when he was reti- 
red to his Chamber, he ſuſpeRed not the truth at firlt, but having open'd it, he ſaw 
theſe words, which he read before me, and which made him ſufficiently know the 
perſon that had written them, 


—— 


Roxana's Letter to Qrontes. 


T* zt poſsible, Orontes, that my paſt ations ſhould not have diſcovered 
my inclinations to you 5 and that contrary to decency and modeſty , 
You 
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you force meto declare I love you? Tis true Orontes, you ado force me to it, 
but make not a wrong uſe of it I pray you, and undervalue not her, who hath 
ſufficiently undervalued her ſelf, in doing that for you, which ſhe oueht- to 


have expected from you. 


My Maſter who did me the honour to acquaint me with his moſt ſecret affairs, did 
not conceal Rexana's aff:ion from me, and was pleaſed] ſhould uſe the liberty ro 
give him my advice; hercſolv'dro take no notice of that papery burif that Princeſs 
ask'd him concerningit, to feign chat it w: $1o!?, as it was probable it might haye been, 
hereupon he began to ſee her ſeldomer then he ws wont; and to avoid the occaſions 
of being -lone with her, ſeeking as much as he could, without ſhew of 2 parricular de. 
ſign, the opportunities of entert-.ining Sratira, to whom nevertheleſs out of diſcre- 
tion he would never ſ:y -anv thing of her Couzens paſſion, hiding that for her, which 
he choughr ſhe ſhould have concen led her ſelf In the mean rime he receiv'd ſo ma- 
ny proots of friendſhip from his Princeſs, as he had never wiſht for greater; and then 
itw-'s, that he was cruly happy, both by Artaxerxes aſſiſtance, and by Srarira's in- 
clination ; burFortune that makes her paſtime of our Deſtinies, hd only rais'd him 
r0 that heip!ir o! bliſs, ro hurl him with more violence into that bottomleſs ſea of mi- 
ſeries in which he his been roſſ'd the rem-inder of his daies, 

© Gods ( continued 4raxes, his face all wet with tears) cannot without blaſphe- 
my accuſe you ot injuſtice, {ince you heve conſented to the greatelt loſs thor 4/72 
could ever ſuffer, -nd thr tor the glory of one man you have permitted the deſtruRi- 
on of the chiefelt Huuſe in all che world ? It is well ( purſu'd he ) that Groondares is cv- 
ſent, for at this for:l relition you ſhould have ſeen him tranſported with the moſt fu- 
rious torms of grief that 1ny ſoul is capable to feel ; and indeed he has fo juſt a 
cauſe that / ſhould never blame him for 1t, ſince I think that I my felt ſh-ll not have 
courage enough ro recount a misforcune to you, which will infallibly draw teares 
from your eyes, yer will I do my utmoſt endeavourfor your {ke , and having had 
_ enough to bearit, perchance I ſhall aifo have enough ro make the recital 

It, 

Although the cruel Wars berween Perſia and Scythia ſeem'd almoſt quite extin- 
Suiſhd by the deaths of ſo many thouſand men, who had unhappily ended their 
days inthem, yet were they bur a little ſmocher'd, and thoſe rwo Kings whoſe hatred 
was irreconcilable, till keeping in their he 'rts * greedy deſire of deſtroying one ano- 
ther, watrch'd carefully for all occaſions that might bring their deſ1gnes co an effeR, 
The $cy:hian who the year before had been invaded by the Perfan, reſoly'd to pre. 
vent him che year following, and o carry the War home to his own doores, To that 
intent he cook the field with an Army of two hundred thouſand men, and paſſing the 
Araxis entred Perſia, where he did all a&s of hoſtiliry. The Siege of Selena a Town 
upon the Frontiers of this .jngdom, having pur a ſtop to the progrels of his Armes, 
the rumour of it c:me preſently after to Perſepolzs. Darius who *lready had his Army 
on foot ro have affaulred himif he had not been prevented, was not much ſurpriſed ar 
the newes ; and giving the Governours of his Province ſuch Orders as were neceſſary, 
prepared himſelf to go drive him our 1n perſon , but this deſign was thwarted by the 
news he received at the \-metime of Alexanders marching inco his Countries. Alex= 
andey had already made himſelf famous by the defe-t of the Triballians, and by the 
taking of Thebes,and though Darixs the moſt Porent Prince inthe world,deſpiſed that 
young ' onqueror, and threatned him with the rod as a childe, ll his Counſellors 
not making the ſ:me judgement of him,gave xdvice that he ſhould oppoſe him in per- 
ſon, andin the interim ſend one of his Lieutenants againſt the Seythians, The per- 
ſwaſions of his friends c:rried it from his firſt reſolution ;, and in the Counſell whi. 
ther my Maſter was call'd, it was determined, that an Army of two hundred thouſand 


men ſhould be ſent againſt the Scythians, under the ConduRt of Artabaſus, and that 
"0 


# | ta : £Fc 


by o* hos 


UMI 


Book Il. CASSANDRA 19 


# >» Yu 4; 


M4 Is *F +4 


of w_®= 4 > 
ge; CE. AS; 


ro give him morecredit and Authority, Prince Artaxerxes ſhould go along with him 
in perſon, he having by reaſon of his youth, refuſed the Command of the Army, re- 
fercing it ro the prudence of anold renowned Captain, | 

1 his was the reſolution taken in the Counſel ; Judge 1 beſeech you of my Maſters 
perplexity, ſeeing himſelf conſtrein'd either ro fight againſt thoſe of his own Nation, 
or by retiring to them, ruine his whole deſigne that was ſo fairly advanced , or ſtay at 
home with ſhame oy the Ladies, whil'it his dear Artaxerxes was expoſed rodan. 
gers, and to the fury of the Scythians. Theſe conſiderations held himfor ſome time 
10 uncertainty; butinthe end, paternall dury; and the proteRtion of his Countrey, 
yielded to the love of Sratira, and tothe friendſhip of Arraxerxes, and made him 
reſolve not to forſake a triend, to whom he was indebted for all his contentment, and 
all his fortune. Having heard he was alonein his Cloſer, he went to ſee him, be- 
ing arrended cnly by me, and found him as much aMidcted as himſelf, for the deſpair 
of a peace which he had fo ardently wiſhed for. a gr var of my Maſters in- 
tentions, he knew not yet what he ſhould look for from him, though he was fully de- 
cermined never to be his enemy, and rather to diſoblige him hacks Siveh him his 
being, then him to whom he had vowed ſo perfe& a friendſhip. Their mutual crou- 
ble was the cauſe they walked a while together , without ſpeaking, but in the end 0- 
roendates broke ſilence with rheſe words. Yox do not doubt brother (for now they call'd 
cach other by that name alone) but that in this confuſion of affairs ( which [ think For- 
tune manages on this faſhion purpoſely to ruine me) my aſtoniſhment tis very great, ſince 
that indeed I ſhould have no ſence of humanitie, if the tie of blood did not work naturally 
inme; and if ſeeing the ſharp affliftions which the Gods now ſend me, inſtead of the happs- 
neſs which you rais'd me to, I had conſtancie enough not to be touch'd with that alteration : 
Ne, Iconfeſs to you my courage cannot bear this ſtroak, with an equall countenance, nor 
without yielding {omerhing to the ſorrowes I foreſee, knowing what Enemies Fortune 
gives me to ſight againſt, avd that I muſt neceſſarily commit one crime, to avoid agrea- 
ter : yet belirve not dear brother, that this accident changes me, though it trouble me : for 
al:hongh I am Oroondates, ſon to Matheus King of Scythia, 7 am alſo Orontes, Stati- 
ras faithfull Captive,and Artaxerxes moſt faithtull Friend : I ſhall not fear to become an 
znathral ſun, that I may be a Loyal Lover, and a friend without reproach ; nor ſhall I 
make a conſcience to fight againſt a Father, Who comes to overthrow that Fortune which 
my friend ha's eſtabliſ” d me. That which I deſire of you, and which I ſhall moſt ardent- 
ly begg, is, that the new canſe you have to hate the Father, may not make your enmity de- 
ſcend tnto the ſon, who aught not to bear any blame for his deſignes, ſince he not only ts in 
nocent of them, but does even deteſt them, and prepares himſelf to ruine them. 

Artaxerxes having hearken'd to him patiently, anſwered, **Brother, I had proofs 
* enough of your friendſhip before, not to believe thatany accident could ſhake it, 
*and 1 wiſh the Gods may never look favourably upon me, if ic be not infinit- 
*ly more dear tome thenall the reſt of the world; orif Idefireto live for any 0- 
* therreaſon then to be Oyoondates Friend, and to merit hjsaffeRion by the teſtimo- 
*© nies of mine. I confeſs I was extreamly troubled to hear of the King your Father's 
< entryinto the Territories of Perſia, as well out of thefear I had to loſe you, as be- 
*cauſel could not hinder my ſelf from honouring him chat ha's given the world fo 
* lovely a Prince, and one ſo perfectly beloved by Artaxerxes ; but that this conſide- 
© ration, ſhould haye been able to diminiſh the friendſhip 1 bear to Oroondates, you 
*are cruel if ever you have harbour'd ſuch a chought: No, no, dear Brother, my 
*friendſhip is of ſuch a nature, that neither time nor accident can alter ir. I have 
*indeed conſidered as well as you all the difficultiesthat preſent themſelves, I have 
© ballanced cheduty of a friend, againſt that of an obedient ſon, but in the end your 
* skale proving the more weighty, I have taken a reſolution to refuſethe imployment 
* the King my Father gives me, to keep you company; if you forſake us to return into 
* $cythia, 1 conjure youto ſuffer me with you, inſtead of making me conſent ro ſee 
* you tightagainſt your own Countrey, My crime will certainly be lefs then yours, 
"* my engagements to you being greater, and no body can blame me for laying down 
* my lie for him that was the prei2rver of it. 0 Gods! reply'd Oroondates, can = 
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without diſſembling prefer the ſmall ſervice I have done you, before obligations that ue. 

Ger icanbe valued? and do you think that pretence will excuſe you for refuſing me a re- 

queſt that was made before yours ? Tour friendſhip to me is ſtrong enough alone, tomake 
Jou give me proofs of | this high conſequence , and do you not kyow that beſides the ſame con- 

ſideraticn, I have alſo my affettion to your ſiſter, which 15 a motive you. cannet alledge ?.. do 

not therefore any longer oppoſe a deſrre ſo full of Fuſtice, unleſs you will ruine the fortune 1 
hold from you, ſince howſoever, reaſon. aud my obſtinacy muſt carry it, © What will you 

<onſtrain me to inthe end ({aid Artaxerxes) and what will you ſay of me, if T ſuf. 

* fer my ſelf to be overcome by your pn, to conſent to athing of ſo little e- 

© quity ? 7will ſay ( anſwered Oroondates) that having perfetty obliged me hitherto, 

you were not willing to do the contrary, by the refuſal of a thing which Tſo earneſtly begg'd 
and that you reſolv'd to ab, what you could by no means avoid. * At leaſt (reply'd Ar- 

© :zxerxes) do not commit a crime withour any neceſſity , and fince you will not ſuf- 

«© fer me to accompany you into Scyrbia, ſtir nor from rhis Court atall, nor go to fight 

© with Enemies, that oughtro be ſq eonſiderable ro you; though your company be in» 
* finitely dear to me, 1 love my Siſter enough, to yield her the ſatisfattionI reap 
*byit; and do not you hate her ſo-much, 2s not to be able to paſs your time with her 
<c1]l our return, Leaye her not I conjure you, give her this teſtimony of the love 
* you bear her, and meof the friendſhipIrequire of you, 

' * If your other Propoſition diſpleaſ*d me (aid Oroondates) this offends me paſt expreſ- 
fron, far beſides my friendſhip to you, which will never ſuſfer you to run into any danger, in 
which I do not participate, I love glory, and hate infam ſufficiently, not toftay among 
the Ladies, while you are fighting Battels, * If youſeek matter to your valourto 
« work upon (anſwered Artaxerxes) you ſhall have enough here —_ Alexander 
© is already near Granicxs, and you may better employ that _— the Gods have 
* given you, againſt him, then againſt the King your Father. To theſereaſons he ad- 
ded many others, which were all but vain, to remove my Maſter from the firm reſo- 
lution he had taken to accompany him ; and the friendſhip he had vowed to that moſt 
deſerving Prince, made him not only forget the neareſt engagements of kindred, but 
alſo what he owed unto himſelf, and to the conſideration of Statira, from whom he 
could not abſent himſelf without moſt violent ſorrows, 

But ſhe poor Princeſle was not to. be comforted, for ſeeing the two perſons that 
were dearer to her then the whole world, ready to depart from her, to expoſe 
themſelves to howerly dangers, ſhe had not ſtrength of minde enough to diſſemble 
her affliction, Inthe mean time the beſieged pretling the King to ſend chem relief. 
He commanded Artabaſu to march away with the body of the Army; but the Prin- 
ces, who needed notto move ſo ſlowly, (taid ſome days behind him, totake their 
leaves; they made almoſt all their viſits rogether, and eſpecially that to Roxana, to 
whom-my Maſter would not pay that ceremony alone, leaſt he ſhould afford her an 
occaſion and conveniency to proſecute what ſhe had begun. She was yery ſenſibl 
troubled to find how induſtriouſly he ſhun'd what ſhe deſired, and expreſſed ſo muc 

ief to him at that ſeparation, that he could not hinder himſelf from bearing part of 
ic, © The night before they went away, after having taken their leave of the Queens, 
and the Princeſs Pariſatis,they wentto Princeſs Sratira s lodgings, whom they tound 
in her Cloſſet, ſo extraordinarily grieved that they deſpair'd of comforting her , yet 
did chey their endeavours, though ſhe gave bur little eare unto them, and preſaging 
ſome ſiniſter accident by her tears, they were forced to ſhed ſome with her, both to 
give their ſorrows vent, and to bear her company inher affliction, Artaxerxes to 


oblige my Maſter went out of the Cloſlet, and going intothe Chamber, paſs'd the 


time with his ſiſters women, while Oroondates kneeling upon a cuſhion which was at 
his Princeſſes feer, and taking her fair hands, whereon he paſſionately imprinted many 
laſting kiſſes : {adam (ſaid he) you would do me wrong, if you Were not moſt aſſured 
that your griefs were at leaſt as ſenſible to me, as to your ſelf, but if in the unhappineſs 
which ſeparates me from you, 1 might yet hope for any good fortune, O Gods, how infinit 
a one it would be to me, If I conld pretend to any ſhare in the tears I ſee you ſhed;, and if the 
departure of a brother, whom next to you I love above all the world, Were net the ſole occa- 


fron 
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fron of them. © You were ungrateful (anſwered the Princeſs) if you ſhould any way 
* doubr of my friendſhip, after the proofs I have given you of it, and bur dim-ſighred 
* if youdid nor perceive thr your going away does very ſenſibly afMlit me, *tis true, 
*[ love Artaxerxes better then my felt , but my affeRion to Orucndates does not at all 
*sive place to that Ibear to him; the tears 1ſhedar your departure areindeed for 

\ © both, bur if they can ſuffer a difference without injuring my kindneſs to my brother, 
* you may make a judgment ofthem to your advantage, and draw comfort fromir in 
* our commonaffliction, if you can take any info ſmall a matter. But is it poſſib/- 
(reply'd Oroondates) that this diſturbance your quietneſs receives from thoſe ſo iear 

e, ſhould not in ſome ſort alter your firſt intentions, and diſp:nſe with you for the promiſe 
yo made tothe Prince your brother? No Madam, [ ſee your noble ſoul has more regard 
1h a moſt ſacred affettion, then to the troubles our enemies are preparing for us; 1 Jay our 
enemies, ſince [ will never acknowledge them but for ſuch, and that the conſideration of 
blood is too Weak a thing, to oppoſe a paſſion like this of mine, This exceſs of $ooane(s 
would win my heart extreamly, if it could be more yours then it is already , but if I can 
yet obtain any thing more of you, give ſome _ to thoſe tears that kill me, and make me 
wat die by your ſorrow, ſince mine own is enough of it felf to rake away my life, and that the 
cruel ſeparation I am conſtrain d to reſolve upon, puts me rather in a condition to be T Come 
fort from you, then to give you any ; all which [can receive, conſiſts in the hope I have, this 
abſence will never be able to do any thing to my prejudice, and that you will preſerve ſome - 
remembrance of him, who adores you With all the Zeal the Gods themſelves can deſire 
from you. Dear Princeſs, may 7 keep this belief without preſumption? true it is, if I con- 
der you, and then caſt mine eys upon my ſelf, this hope is ſtrangled inits very birth, and 
turns to a fear that ſome more worthy perſcn *Cruel Orcondates, (ſaid ſhe, inter- 
* rupting him) the grief I feel already ſhould have been ſufficient to contene you, with- 
* out giving it any new encreaſe by your diſobliging ſuſpicions; your own thoughts 
* mult needs tell you, theſe jealoulies are but teigned, and yetthe atflitions they cauſe 
*in meare real ; Ah !Qrontes, or rather now Oroondates, how munch more reaſon have 
*Ito fear that abſence will wipe theſe light Idea's out of your memory, and make 
* you repent the pains you have taken for one whom you had only ſeen by night, and 
*1na ſudden ny ; andin whom ſince, time and long frequentation have madeyou 
* obſerve dete&ts, which that darkneſs had concealed from you, There is /o lirtle 
probability in that (anſwered he coldly) that 7 will not make you any new proteſtations, 
to put you out of an opinion, which 1 am confident you are very far from believing : and 
therhaving pauſed a while, zyel! Madam (continued he) ſince your fair month aſſures 
ne of a happineſs, which I never onght to have hoped for, I beſeech the Gods to keep you ſtill 
inthe ſame minde, and that they would never open your.eyes, tolet you finde how little I 
deferve ſo great a bleſſing. *and I (added the Princeſs) beleech them to preſerve you 
*from all Gm and command you with all the power I have, not to hazard tha, 
* þutto very good purpoſe, which is no longer yours; anleſs you will revoke the gift 
* you have made me of it, and if youlove my life, have fo much care of yours, that 
*You may be able to give me an account of it when Ipleaſe, Nothing engages you 
*roruſh headlong into dangers; and though your friendſhip to my brother, and that 
"you bearto me, have perſwaded you to take our party, you have no animoſity that 
* can incite you to ſeek your ruine inthat of your own Nation. 7 have vowed you [q 
much obedience (replyed he) that I will never err from your commands, and will preſerve 
my ſelf in hope to ſee you again, with as great 4 deſire as I wonld have forborn this voy- 
ags, if mine howonr, and the departure of Artaxerxes, Whom I neither can, nor onghtto 
leave, cold have ſuffered me. But O Gods (purſu'd he, kifling her hand again with 
incredible extaſies) hat do not 7 ow to the care you have of fortunate Orontes > and 
what cau he do to acknowledge the (malleſt part of it ? * Keep what he has promis'd 
*me (repli'd the Princeſs) and in his diſobedience foreſee the utter ruine of his hap- 
. pineſs,if fo be he ground it upon Starira's friendſhip. Bur alas ! (continued foe Weeping, * 
' and raiſing ber voice alittle) T know not what itis that my ſidneſs preſages; and 
*though 1 {trive to put it off, becauſe I ſee you participate 1n 1t, yet canl notover- 
* come my ſelf ſo far as to forbear it, Attheſe words Avtaxerxes being come in a-s 
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gain, and ſecing her all in tears. Siſter (ſaid he) you ſhould be aſhamed to ſhew ſo little 
conrage to them, Whom your grief touches infinitely, what could you do more if you ſaw 
one of us carried in a Coſſin, to receive the laſt duties of affeftion from you ? * Ah! cruel 
* brother, (cry'd Statzra) with what do you threaten me, and with whatuntortu. 
nate preſagesdo you redguble my ſorrows? will you nor pardon theſe ſmall reſti- 


<« monies of them, to the friendſhip I bear you, and to that you have given birth | 


* to? 7 aws very much obliged to you for both, (reply'd the Prince) b#t 7 ſhowd beglad to 


encreaſes ours, may make it be believed, that in this ſeparation you lament moxe then 
Brother ; not but that the proofs of affettion you give my Oroondates, are as pleaſing t 
me, as tohumſelf;, but dear ſiſter, theſe tears were more excuſable, if you were aepriv'd 
of all hope to ſee him again, and if they were not prejudicial to what We have hitherto fo 
carefully concealed. © Well then, (anſwered ſhe,) I will endeavourto bear whar is im- 
« poſlible for me to ſhun; but however, Oroondates, 1 recommend Arraxerxes to 


2» 10u bear this partinos with more moderation ; ſoexceſſiv? a ſadneſs, beſides that it 
e) parting ; 2 


* you; andyou, brother, have a care of Oroondates, ſince you-have commanded me: - 


* ro love him.” : 

© Aﬀeer this diſc and many others, ſeeing the day draw neer, they took theirlaſt 
leave of her, when' fhehad given my Maſter a Bracelet of her bair, which ſhe tied 
about her arm,and which he wore there a long time after,notwithſtanding allthe acci- 
dents that happen'd to him. . 

' At break of day they wentto receive the Kings commands, who embraced them 
a thouſand times, and could not let them depart without much trouble ; then getting 
on horſcback,, we marched after the track of the Army, which we overtook 
within three days. During the whole Voiage, they were inſeparable; Yet Prince 
Artaxerexs, who wndertook it againſt his will, was commonly ſo fad, thathe had 
but very little of his good humour left : And Oreondates conſidering to what extremi- 
ties his paſſion had carried him, and againſt what enemies he had taken arms, was 
ſometimes little leſs then deſperate ; but the remembrance of Sratira coming again 
into his minde, blotted our all theſe conſiderations, and overwhelm'd all his griets in 
thoſe which her abſence cauſed in him, 

The reaſonsI have already alledged, will hinder me froin entertatning you with 
the particulars of this Expedition, agd from drawing out a War inlength, which 
wasquickly brought to a concluſion. J will content my ſelf with telling you that 


- the Inhabitants of Selena, being advertiſed of our coming to relieve them, armed 


themſelves witha valiant reſolution, and defended themſelves fo Routly, that they 
gBave us as much time as was neceſſary for vs to come up ts their relief, and it was 
very lucky that that ſiege amuſed ſo potent an Army, which without that obſtacle, 
would doubtleſly much have indamaged Perſia. In the meantime we advanced with 
great diligence, and being within a days march of Selcza, a Council of War was called, 
and there was along debate-what reſolution ſhould be t:ken, butinthe end the ge. 
neral opinion was, that they ſhould attempt to raiſe the ſiege, though with the Fo 
zard of a Battel ; which they thought they might the better venture, ſincethe cou. 
rage of his Soldiers was not yet abated, but that with loud crys they ſtill call'd ro 
be led on ſtraight unto the enemy. Artabaſus encouraged by their eagerneſs, and 
perſwaded by the advice of all the Commanders, prepared hls Forces for that bloo- 
dy day ; and dividing the Army into three Bodies, he gave the Vanto his brother 
Tiribaſns, a very valiant man, and one who I the long exerciſe of Arms was 
grown to great experience. Heleft the Rere-guard to Narbazarts, and kept the 


Bartel for himſelf, having beſides theſe three, given his ſon Fydaſpes the command of | 


five hundred Chariots of War, arm'd with ſharpe Sithes, and fill'd with Afedian Ar- 
chers, who that day: did much miſchief ro the enemy, and to Prince Aptaxerxe: 
four thouſand horſe, which being looſe from the reſt of the Army, were to ſuccour 


thoſe that ſhould have moſt need of it : This was all the imployment he would rake, '8 


though Artabaſi with much ſubmiſſion offered to reſign whathe thoughr due to his 
birth and courage. 9roondates, who defired to befree from care, and to be as lirtle 
faulty as was poſlible for him, refuſed all command, and placed himſelf with the 
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Prince that he might fight near his perſon. This order having been takenin our Camp, 
we advanced into a grezt Plain ſome thirty or forty turlongs from Selena, free from 
all kinde of Trees, and very proper for a place of Batrel, The Enemy advertiſed of 
our coming, 2s already inc:mped, and expected us in very good order , for this 
praiſe mult be given to King Afathexs, that there arc tew Princes in the world, bur 
muſt yield to him in experience and condut. Night being near when we came thi- 
ther, Artabaſns gave it wholly to the Army to take their reſt, and to prepare for the 
day that was to follow ; and in the mean ume weincamped within fight of the Scy- 
thians, whoſe fires were diſcovered in grezt abundance : but nor _ ignorant of 
cheir cuſtom, we ſer fþrth ſtrong out-gv«rds, that we might not be ſurpriſed, and 
p21s'd almoſt the whdfe night in arms, 

Aſſoon as day appear'd, and that the two Armies faced one another, they caſt 
forchterrible ſhouts, which witneſfing their marvellous deſire to fight, joy'd the Com- 
manders with the hope of victory: Yet Artabaſus having adored the Sun, and cauf- 
ed ſ-crifices to be made drovkh the whole Camp, himſelf viewed moſt part of 
the herlts that were offered, whoſe intrails were all found defeRtve, either inthe 
liver or the heorr, and the fire they were burnt with, look'd all blewiſh, accomp3- 
nied with a black thick ſmoak,.nd which inſtead of riſing up ſtraight to heaven, ſpread 
itſelf in great clouds through (he whole Army, Some Victims having received the 
ſtroak, eſcaped out of the Trieſts hands, and ran through the Camp with horrible 
roar:ngs, which was the cauſe ofa very great diſorder : Beſides theſe unlucky O- 
mens,which Artabaſus andthe other Commanders underſtood very well, and which, 
not to ſtrike a terrvr into the Soldier, they yer feigned not to take any notice of, the 
dy was ſo extraordinary dzrk,, that we had much adoeto ſee one another, and ſeem- 
ed all ready to have put on mourning for the death of ſo many thouſand men, to 
whom it was to be their laſt, This hindred not the Armies from drawing near toge- 
ther in very good order, nor from ſhewing much impatiency to join Batrel, I make 
you judge of my Maſters thoughts, who with his eye had already found our the 
place where the King his Father was to be, and felt {trong remorſe of a crime, for 
which he expected a near puniſhment from the Gods. I did not doubt, for my parr, 
bur that my neareſt ſriends, which are of ſome note amongthe Scyrhians, were in 
their Army , yet having given overall thought but of my Maſters intereſts, Iforgot 
the remembrance of my own, and was afflited only with his diſcontents. Bur 
Prince Arra1erxes's trouble was incomparably beyond ours, His countenance was 
wonderfully ſad and there being no cauſe to attribute the change of it to any want 
of courage; one might yetread in his looks an unwillingneſs to go upon that aQtion, 
he came cloſe upto my Maſter, andſail ro him in his ear, Brother, Tow ſhall know 
it is by meer force 1 march againſt your Nation, and you ſpall ſee I had vather die, 
then injure Oroondates in the perſon of thoſe he is obliged to love, The throng of thoſe 
that incompaſs'd. them hindred my Prince from anſwering him , 'and in the mean 
time the Commanders ne the Ranks, and ſhewing themſelves to thoſe 
that were fartheſt off, did with cheir words and-geſtures'encourage the moſt back- 
ward, and finding in them as much ſpirit as they could wiſh, they gave the laſt Or- 
ders, and the Trumpets the laſt ſignal to begin the Battel : Then ic was that the 
faint light of theday, 'of it ſelf but very gloomy, was even quite darkned with a 
cloud of arrows ſhot from both Armies, and that the earth became covered with 
an infinite number of dead and wounded men, by whoſe fall the firſt ranks grew 
thin already. Bur that fighting at a diſtance not ſatisfying the eagerneſsof thoſe 
that were moſt fiery, they gave over the uſe of their Bows, and the firſt Bodies join- 
ing cloſe together, began to fight terribly at handy-blows. This firſt ſhock was 
given with to much fury, that ic quickly made the earth change colour, and the 
Scythian and. Perſian Squadrons mingled together pell mell, ſhewed an horrible face 
of cruelty, diſorder, and confuſion. The Scythiens had ſome advantage in this firſt 
encounter ; bur the reſt of the Forces came up to them that were more advanced, and 
Hyaaſpes with his armed v hariots falling in among the Scythians, made a wonderful 
[liughter of their Infantry, and by his —_ recoyered the diſadvantage of the Pep» 
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fans. Itis impoſſible for me to deſcribe the particularities of this Battel, for befides 
that the tediouſneſs of the relation would weary you, 1 could not be preſent in all 

laces, or witneſs of an infinite number of memorable aQtions which were done 
that fatalday, therefore 1 will only tell you, that inthis general mixcure of Forces, 
that little order and obedience which remained among the Soldiers, was in the end 

uite loſt ; and the Commanders of both fides being no longer diſtinguiſh'd in fo 
Grnges confuſion, contented themſelves with fighting in their own perſons. Artax- 
erxes ſtirr'd not from his place, bur reſtraining the impatience of the party under his 
command, feign'd to ſtay ſtill in expeRati6n of the ſucceſs, and to obſerve the weakeſt 
places, that he might ſuccor his own ſide to berter purpoſe, though in effect, he did 
it to defer, as much as he could poſlibly, the fighting amongſt thoſe, whom the conſi- 
deration of Oroondates made him love; and while he ſtood thus delaying the time, 
he was charg'd himſelf by a Body of Horſe, whichthund'ring in upon us with much 
fury, fd us in the end ro defend our ſelves. Fe ſpared them yet as much 7s he 
could, and had already received two wounds, befor his ſword had drawn one drop 
of enemies blood. Oroondates who perceived it, and faw how much that ſtrange 
temper and moderation might endanger him , riding ap cloſe ro him. Arraxerxes 
(faid he ) if your friendſvip to me, make you (uffer your ſelf tobe kill'd, 'my death ſhall 

wickly free you from that conſideration, He had not ended theſe tew words, when 
feing him receive a third wound, he flew ſo fiercely up9n him that gave ir, chat he 
inſtantly laid him dead under his feet , and ſtriking down another with che ſame rea. 
dineſs, he ruſh'd in among the Scythians with an incredible fury. Artaxerxes, whom 
neither his own blood, northe care of his own life could move, Teeing him in that 
danger, would not forſake him; but fighting for the fſatery of his friend, quickly 
ſhewed us proofs of an incomparable valour. 1 d:d my utinoſt endeavors to ſecond 
them, and keeping as cloſe to them as I could, I ſaw:he Perſians, animated by their 
gJorious example, fight with ſo much courage, that the firſt ſquadrons began to 
ſhrink, when a new reſerve which cameup to back them, compaſtus in on every ſide. 
Thereit was( O misfortune, which Aſa can never recover ! ) there it was that poor 
Artaxerxes being no longer withheld by any conſideration, but fighting for the life 
of his dear Oroondates whom he ſaw in extream danger, after his ſword had made a 
great heap of dead bodies, fell in the end himſelf, loting his life by an infinite number 
of moſt honourable wounds , rhe laſt teſtimony of his affe&ion, was an attempt he 
made to tufn his. dying breath into a farewel ro my Maſter, ſtriving to ſay, Adieu, 
Orou—He wasonly able to ſpeak the firſt ſyllables, and ſinking 3mons the horſes 
feet, gave us a ſad aſſurance that he had breath'd his laſt, 

Though Araxes did all he could to forbear weeping at this ſorrowful remem- 
brance, yerfell the tears inſuch abundance from his eyes, that he wzs conſtrain'd to 
allow them a free courſe ; while Lyſmachr moſt ſent bly touch'd with this fatal re- 
lation, and having his heart vreſe'd with grief and compaſſion, - witneſſed the great- 
neſs of his trouble by a ſtream of tears, and by very doleful lamentanons. Theſe ex- 
preffions of pity having held them a quarter ofan hour, Lyſmachwin the end ſpeak. 
ing firſt; This gallant man (ſaid he ) whom you have fo well deſcrib'd, and whom 
your recital has made me perfeRly in love with, died only for the glory of Alex an- 
der, and the Gods who had deſtin'd that great King to ſo many glorious conqueſts, 
facilitated his way to them, by the loſs of a Prince, who world without doubr 
have retarded them, if they had ſuffered Perfia to enjoy him ſtill, The begin. 
nings of ſo brave a life did wonderfully take me , and the end of it moves me ſo ex- 
ceedingly, thatit is impoſſible for me to expreſs it. But proceed, Ibeſeech you, for you 
have ſo engaged me with your ſtory, that I am nor leſs interefſed in the paſſages of 

our Princes life, then inthoſe that nearlier concern mine own, Araxes having ſerled 

imſfelf a little during theſe words, and wiping his eys. O Gods ! continued he, what 
do youthink became of poor Orcondates at this woful fight e Imagineto your ſelf, 
Sir all that rage and deſpair can produce in a heart like his, and thenyou may fancy 
ſome ſmall part of what he did. Seeing him he had fo ardently loved, trampled un- 
der foot by the infolent Soldiers, he made ſuch a ſlaughter. of chem in a ſhore ume, 
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that the blood wherewith he was preſently beſmearedall over, made him look dread- 
fully in a moment, he fought no longer for his life, bur having reſoly'd to loſe 
it, he meant to accompany it with ſo many others, that his friends ghoſt ſhould be 
thereby fully ſatisfied. Ar that time me thought he appeared bigger then he was 
wont to be, and the horror that atrended him which way foever he turned , and the 
blood wherewith he was died all over, making him hard to be known, ſtruck ſome 
terror even into me, Grief had quite taken away the uſe of his yoice, bur ithad ſo 
augmented his ſtrengrh, that ſeeming immorral and invulnerable, he made way on e- 
very ſide, and carried infallible death whitherſoever he went. The Gods know that 
I us'dall the force Ihad; and though they left me my life, ir was not becauſe of any 
care I took to preſerve it: But finding the way open'd, and without reſiſtance where- 
ſoever he led, I had no great difficulry to follow ; yet in the end we muſt of neceſſity 
have lien by it, and my Maſter in the points of a thouſand ſwords had found that 
death he ſo earneſtly delired, ifthe flight of a great number of our men engaging us 
in the midſt of them, had not carried us away alſo, in ſpite of us. Orcondates 
ſtrikes indifferently at all, but his endeavors were in vain, and the crow'd lifting 
him our of his ſaddle, drew him quite our of the ranks, do what he could in the 
world to hinderit. Afoon as he was gotten free from that thronging multicude, his 

loſs of blood had brought him to ſuch a weakneſs, that he fell down withour all ſenſe 

or ſign of life. Though I was extreamly wounded, I fare down by him, refolv'd 

that whatſoever became of me,] would neither forſake him dead norliving, bur ſeeing 
that our men by little and little left the field, 1determined to look to his ſecurity, in 

caſe he ſhould yet have any remainder of life in him , and making him be carried a lit- 

tle out of the Battel,by three foldiers who offered themſelves to do that office,I mount- 

ed the firſt horſe that I could light upon, and followed them in a great deal of pain. 

It was juſt about the time when the Sun was ready to ſer, and that the two Armies ha- 

vinp fought moſt obſtinately, were borh of themin a manner utterly defeated. Thar 

of Ne Perſians quitted the held alittle, by the cowardiſe of NV arbazanes ( ſince, the 

horrible murcherer of his King ) who that = appear'd unworthy of the charge he 

had, and ſhametfully turning his back, put the whole Rere-guard which he command- 

ed, in diſorder. Burt the Scythians were fo weakned, by as great a loſs as that of the 

Perſians, that they were not in a conditionto purſue them. 

Judgein the interim of the woful condition 1 was in, by that towhich T fyy my poor 
Maſter reduced, when we were ata little diſtance from the remnants of the Armies, 
cauſing him to be ſer down upon the ground, I unbuckled his Head-piece, the freſh air 
made Fm come to himſelf ; but ſcarce had he opened his eyes, when rurning them 
wildly upon thoſe that ſtood abour him, he _— out weakly, Ah! Artaxerxes ! and 
preſently ſhut them again, with all the ſigns of a man drawing to hisend. There is no 
doubt bur that I ſhould inſtantly have employed the ſmall ſtrength I had lefr, ro make 
anend of my ſelf, and keep him company, if Thad not been withheld by the ſoldiers 
who had aſfiſted me, and who ling me thatI could not without infidelity leave 
him in an eſtate which did ſo neceſſarily require my ſervice,made me take ſome hearr, 
and conceive ſome hope of life in him. We were but two hours riding from Briſa, a 
little Town where my Maſter had left his Baggage, and ſome few ſervants, before the 
Battrel : The remembrance of the conyemency I might have there, andthe knowledg 
that that Town, though bur a little one, was not ill provided of things neceſſary for 
his fuccour, made me reſolve to to carry him thither as well as poſſibly I could, cauſing 
him therefore to be ſeruponan horſe, anda good ſtrong man behind him to keep 
himup, we went a reaſonable pace, though my wounds had made me fo weak, 
that 1 could hardly fir upon my ſaddle. But my ardent affeRion to my Prince putting 
ſpirits in me,and being tavoured by the Moon, which ſeem'd pretty clear, coming after 

o cloudya day, and guided by thoſe charicable ſoldiers, who knew the Country, and 
were perfe& in the ways, we arrived at the gates of Briſa about two hours within 
night. We had much ado to getthem open'd;bur in the end, having told who we were, 
afrer the accuſtomed orders at ſuch times,and upon ſuch occafions,the Governor cauf- 
ed us to be admittedin, We went to ghe houſe where my Maſters ſervants oy tc 
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having gotten him to bed, che Phyſitians and Chirurgians of the Town were ſentor 
ro look to him , though 1 was _— hurr, yet would I not go to bed, rill | had 
ſeen his wounds ſearched, and had heard the Phyſicians opinion concerning them, af- 
ter a long diſpute among ihem, they at laſt agreed, that he might poſlibly live if he 
were diligently looked to, and tharno ill accident hapned to him, Having received 
this aſſurance, and ſeen the firlt remedies apply'd ro eight or ten wounds he had, 1 
went to bed in his Chamber, meaning not to leave him, though he had very caretal 
ſervants, eſpecially thoſe two we had brought out of Scythia, who in that neceſſity 
gave him very faithful attendance. | | 

I h-d five or ſix dangerous hurts, which yet the Phyſitians thought not mortal,and 
drefling them in the ſame manner as they had done my Maſters, they tryed their en- 
deayours to get bim out of his {woun , but notwithitanding all the care they could 
ufe, it was day before he ever open'd his eys; afſoon as he was come to himſelf, he 
app:ared wonderfully aſtoniſhed to ſee that he was yet alive, andcryed out as loud as 
his weakneſs would ſuffer him;0 Gods!do you force me tolive ſtill?He then held his peace; 
and after he had look'd earneſtly upon all thoſe that were about him, imagining the 
truth of the condition he wasin, Barbarozs people ( continued he ). you ſtrive but in 
vain to preſerve my life, and the Gods who have permitted you thus far to prolong it, have 
wot deprived me of the means to take it away. He would have made an attemp to riſe 
out of bed ; but he was ſo faint, that he was hardly able co lift up his head , conſider- 
ing” bimſelf in that eſtate, and purcing his hands where he felt the pain of his wounds, 
he light upon the plaiſters and rollers that had been bound about them, and thinking 
that to be che means to execute that his weakneſs would not ſuffer him, he began 
to-undo them, as he would have done yeſterday in your preſence , when = 
that tended him perceiving his deſign, hindred him from going any further : zyhat will 
you do, Sir ? ſaid the Governor ofthe Town, who was come to viſit him, Defend my 
ſelf from your cruelty, anſwered he ſharply, and looking with anger upon him, But do 
Jon net think.) reply'd the Governor ) that this deſpair offends 'the Gods in the higheſt 
degree, and that it is from them you onght to expett the end of a life you have received 
from their hands? © Since they have taken away that of Arraxerxes( ſays my Prince ) 
* they have given over all care of mine, and having depriv'd me of the comfort, have 
* depriv'd me likewiſe of the deſire of living. But $r (added the Governor) what have 
you done with that great courage, which made you be ſo much eſteem'd through the whole 
world? ? It is that ( anſwer'd Oroondates ) makes me run unto this death, which will 
* deliver me from a thouſand others;and I give you notice that all your cares are to no 
* purpoſe, for you cannot alter my reſolution, and that you may well augment my mi- 
* ſery, by making me defer the remedy ofit; bur cannot hinder me from faſting till I 
* have executed what my weakneſs and your cruelty deny me. 

My bed was ſo near to bis, that I could eaſily hear all he faid, andindeed I could not 
utterly condemn him, knowing wellchata friendſhip like that of his with Prince Ar- 
taxerxes, cemented by ſuch firong obligations, could not ſuffer ſo cruel a ſeparation, 
without exceeding freat violence; and to ſay truth,the merits of that poor Prince had 
imprinted ſo deep a ſorrow in my hear for his loſs, that I accompanied all my Maſters 
words with a flood of tears, and knew not what conſolation to give him, info freſh, 
and fo lawful a grief ; yet did | ſtrive to diſſwade him from that obſtinate deſire of 
death, and his life being dearer to me, (without compariſon) then mine own,1 did all 
that was poſſible for me preſerve it. Sir, ( ſa1d T, withholding my tears as well as I 
could ) 7r not your judgement yet come ſufficiently to you to conſider what you do? Aſſoon 
asever I ſpoke, endeavouring to turn his head to char ſide whence he heard my voice 
come ) /s it tho Araves? ſaid he. Yes Sir,(anſwerdT) Tam Araxes: Oh! prais'd 
* be the Gods ( reply'4he ) and if thou art (till my faithful Araxes, canſt thou ſuffer 
* the inhumanity of theſe that perſecute me ? Sir (faidT) 7 am as mach wounded, and as 
neak as you are ; and if T be able to do any thing, it is to advertiſe you, that you will make 
the Gods your enemies if you prrſiſt thus in your obſtinacy. * And thou mak'ſt thy ſelf 
*mine(repli'd he)if thou perfiſt in thine, and if thou beeſt ſtill my dear 4raxes,my con- 
*rentment ought to be more pleaſing to thee, then the griefs to which from hence . 
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« ward thou wilt for ever ſee me expoſed, and for pity(continued he with tears in his eves, 
ering that his faithful ſervants ſtirr'd not from him but watch'd to hinder him from his de- 
ſen) for pity favour him whom thou haſt made profeſſion tolove, andif thy good 
« will co him be notutterly loſt, be not ſo cruel as to oppoſe this ſweet end of all his af. 
*iRions : Now it is thatl have need of thy affiſtance,and that I by my death,demand 

* of thee a proof of thar fidelity which thou hal ſo often vowed me, 
1 was ſo plung'd in ſorrow, thatl could only anſwer him with tears, while he made 
ſuch doleful lamentations, as cleft the hearts otall chat heard him with compaſſion. 
Dear Artaxerxes !( ſaid he,all drow'nd in tears)if :hou haſt yet an remembrance left thee 
of him that lw'd thee beyond himſelf, deliver me from the Tyranny of thoſe that hinder 
me from following thee , and if the memory of our paſt friendſhip be not quite blotted out 
of thy heart, comfort him by thy fight at leaſt, whom thy loſs makes to live in torngemts, 
much more intollerable then that death which has ſo ornelly parted us, Thave not had the 
happineſs to give thee the laſt farewell; and if. my memory fail me nat, thy laſt care Was, 
to let me ſee thy friendſhip forſook, thee not with thy life : 1 had not ſo much as the means to 
cloſe thine eyes ;, and mine alaſs are open feull, but open only for tears, and for all dreadful 
objefts, Unjuſt andcrnel Gods, if you were thirſty of mans bleed, and that your cryelty 
could not be glutted by that of ſo many thouſands, whom the anger of the King of Scythia 
has ſacrificed to you, Why did you not pour out the poor remainder, that which yet runs 
in the veins of his wretched ſon, and preſerpe that of Artaxerxes, thougheven at the coſt 
of all his own ? Yes, monſter of hatred | yes unnatural F ather | [wiſh that the loſs of thy 
life could reſtore me my dear brothers , and to recover it at that price, I would lay afide all 
ſence of humanity, as thox haſt devefted thy ſelf of all manner of piety. The obſtacles 
of thy Guards, and theſe of my Wounds, ſhould be but weak to ſave thee, and I would flie 
to this revenge as eagerly as thou to thine, and to the ſatisfying of thine ambition. Une 
fortunate Stagira (continued he) how ill have I perform'd the charge thou gaveſt me ; and 
how mnch aſhamed ſhould I be to appear before thee, whom my cowardiſe has ſo mortally 
offended ! what ſhould I anſwer thee, when thou ſhould'ſt demand a brother from me, whom 
thou hadſt {o ftriftly recommended to my care, nay a brother that had built my Fortune,and 
a brother to whim [ was indebted for all my happineſs ? He brought forththeſe words 
with ſo many ſobs, that the moſt inſenſible perſons muſt needs have been toucked 
with them : For my part, not being able zbſolutely to blame them, Ithought fit w 
et paſs that firſt extremity of his ſorrow, withour exaſperating him any further, be- 
lieving one might better help that with time, which inits firſt violence appeared incu. 
rable, then by perſiſting to argue him our of it ſo preſently. By good fortune the 
Governor was gone, and they that tended him, not being too quick witted, aſcribed 
this talk (which was enou h to have diſcovered him) to a light-headedneſs which 
they thought his feaver might have cauſed. It was to ſmall purpoſe to tell him thar 
the making of thoſe vehement lamentationsdid prejudice his health; he was deafto 
all ſuch perſwaſions ; and if he m?dethem any anſwer at all, it was only entreaties 
thatthey would ſuffer him to die, or to let him be quiet; He ſpent the greateſt part 
of the day in theſe firſt paſſions wichout taking any thing, and without heark'ning to 
anything, if I open'd my mouth, he rebuked meas wellas the reſt, andI ſhould 
have deſpaired at 11ſt of doing any good, if I had not bethought my ſelf to bury the 
remembrances of his friendſhip, in the conſiderations of his love, and to make uſe of 
Statira's power, to preſerve her him, who lived only for her, when he had tor- 
mented himſelf a great while on this manner, his weakneſs made him give ſome reſpit 
to thoſe furious firs : And ſeeing him with hs eyes lift up to heaven, gh and ſob eve- 
ry moment without ſpeaking a word : Sir, (ſaid he) 7 will not perſwade. you to receive 
this affliction with an ummoved countenance ;, bit lik a man that is a little maſter of his 
paſſions : I cannot condemn ſuch lawful tears, but neither can I approve your deſpair, 
your weeping ſhews that you are a man, and that as ſuch you reſent the croſſes wherewith 
it pleaſes heaven to affiift you ; but your wilfulneſs to deſtroy your ſelf would prove you to 
be non? ſince you have (01 ittle reaſcn at this time When it is moſt neceſſary for you : Now 
ſince all theſe conſiderations can do nothing with you, and that one muſt no longer ſtrive to 
comfort you, either by reaſoning, or by the fear of the Gods which you have forgotten , ſuffer 
me 
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me Theſeech you Sir, to repreſent nnto your eyes that Princeſs to whom you had dedicated 
the remaiuder of a life, which you Will no\v mak; away without her conſent : Conſider, I 


| pray you, whether you can juſtly doit, and whether this obftinacy to diſpoſe of your ſelf 


without her leave, muſt not needs mortally offend her ,, remember Jour ſelf of the vows you 
made her of an abſolute reſugnation, and donot overwhelm her with ſo many loſſes, ſince 
that ſbe hath alreaa) is enough to ſend hey to her grave, unleſs ſhe preſerve her ſelf for your 
ſake; yes Sir, it is for you that ſhe wilt certainly preſerve her ſelf but ſhe has need of 
Jour aſeſtance, and you ought not to abandon her in an affliftion; in which the conſolation of 
a perſon ſo dear to her as your ſelf, will be ſaneceſſary. Think, upon it Sir, I beſeech you, 
#nd believe that if this" confederation has uo power With you, ſhe will have juſt cauſe to 
think, you never luved her, - To thele words I added divers others with all potfible ear- 
neſtgeſs, which wrought a very great effe& in the.quinde of my deſpairing Maſter ; he 
anſwered nothing for the preſent, but muſing deeply upon them, gave me liberty to 
urge many others of che ſame nature, and though the Phyſitians gave meorder to 
hold my peace for my own health fake, yet would I never give over, tillI faw he was 
alittle terled. Ar laſt he began to complain with leſs violence, and ſuffered his 
wonnds to be open'd and drefled, and took ſomerhing that was given him; -bur {till 
with ſo many fighsand groans, that I was not without ſome fear his ſorrow alone 
would be enough to kfll him. Seeing him in a way to permit the endeavoursthar 
were uſed for his recovery, I began to think of mine own, and to obey the Phyſici- 
ans, who injoin'd me ſilence. My Maſter alſo in the end, diſpoſed himſelf rofollow 
their dire&ions, and to prolong lus life to ſee Statira again, that he might begg leave 
of herto loſe it, 

The third day after the batte], we heard by the Governor, that the Scythian ſee- 
ins themſelves too weak to ſtay longer in. Perſia, were drawing off their broken For- 
ces, and that part of them had already paſſed the Araxis, But that beforecheir depar- 
ture, tothe end they might not leave the dead bodies of their Countreymen to the 
mercy.of wild beaſts, they had made a buge firein the Camp, and burrtdall thar 
great number of Carcaſſes, both frief\ds and enemies, which was a new ſurcharge of 
affliction to us, loſing by that means all hope of paying the laſt offices ro the Corps 
of Artaxerxes. Within two days after we learn'd that Arrabaſu, having inthe bar- 
tel loſt his ſon Hydaſpes, and his brother Tiribaſus, had encamp'd with the remain- 
der of the Army between Briſa and Selena, but that ſeeing the Scythians diſlodge, and 
having receiy'd Letters from Darixs,which call'd him back to ſerve againſt Alexander, 
who was already come into his Territories, he began to march away toward Perſcs 
polis, when he hadleft ſuch Orders as were neceſſary upon the Frontier. - ' | 


{ will not tell you Darizs his grief, nor that of the Queens and Princeſſes for the © * 


, . +4 a ' 
neſſes of it; but we have known ſince, that the King bore that loſswith ATICNCE + 


death of a fon, and of a brother, ro whom it was ſo due; we were toogar "a wit- 


then that of his Dominions, and that the Princeſſes by whom-he was ſo ardently belo-. 
ved, being weary of their lives when he was gone, were like to have followed him to his 


grave; andone may truly ſay, that never Prince was ſo generally bewailed in Aja; - 


though it were already much burtheped with your Forces, and that the conſideration 
of mensprivate loſſes might have taken away their ſenſe of thoſe'of the Royal mt 


ly. For us, I may tell you, that being in a place where we were attended with 


care, and looked to by men that were skiltul enough in their art, we were withitY'a \ 


ſhort time out of danger, but our wounds, eſpecially my Maſters, were ſo great and 
many, that wewvere forced to ſtay above {1x moneths for the cure of them. Do but 
gueſs at my Princes impatiency, who having given himſelf over to grief, had deferrd 
his deſign of dying only to ſee Statira, and by thoſe troubleſome wound-,” ſxw him- 
ſelf retarded from that ſight, in a ſeaſon when both his honor and his love call'd him 
away to her. He had her name eternally in his mouth, and a thouſand times a dxy 
kiſs'd the bracelet of her hair, which ſhe had given him at his departure, Aſſoort as 
he ſaw ſome probability of my being cured, he refolv'd.to ſend me to the Court, xhac 
he might hear from her, and let her know what was become of him ; but ſcarce had 
he begun to give me my inſtructions, when I was taken with a cruel relaps, _ 
brought 
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brought to ſuch extremity, that I was fain to keep my bed longer then he : this acci. 
dent was like to have kill'd him with grief, andnor daring to truſt a Meſſage of that 
conſequence to any of hisother ſervants, he reſoly'd to take patience, and wait cill 
we were both recovered, which he did, though with ſuch diſquiets as you are not a- 
ble co imagine. 

We were viſited every day by the Governor of the Town, a good old man, whoſe 
converſation was very pleaſing, and who made us partakers of all the news he heard. 
One day we ſaw him come into the chamber extraordinary fad,and my Maſter having 
ask'd the cauſe; Ah ! Sir ( ſaid he) now it is that the Gods indeed forſake us, and that the 
Royal Family of Perſia is threatned with its rnine, and this Empire with a general deſe- 
lation. Theſe words having ſtirr'd up a deſire in my Maſter to preſs him Eirther: he 
ſate down by his beds (ide, and faid, * Know, Sir, that this young Conqueror Alexar- 
© dex, whoſe fame is already ſo far ſpread, ha's paſt the Granicss, and with an handful 
* of men routed all the Forces the King had ſent to hinder his paſſage. The wonders 
* he has done, make him now paſs almoſt fora God, the obſtacle of a deep, ſwift Ri- 
* ver, the Banks whereof were of an inacceſſible height, and cover with an infinite 
* number of Perſ;an Squadrons, have nor been able to abate his courage, nor retard 2 
* Victory which he has moſt gloriouſly obtain'd ; but leaping himſelf firſt into the 
* water, and by his example, teaching his ſoldiers to deſpiſe a anger, which he bra. 
* ved with ſo much aſſurance, he waded through, and gain'd the ſhore in ſpite of our 
* oppoſition, ſo fighting firſt with his Javelin, and then with his Sword, he with his 
* own hand ſlew Rheſaces and Spithridates, ewo valiant Commanders, whom without 
* queſtion you have known. 
© The Macedorians imitating the valour of their King, did prodigious aQions, and 
*to be brief, for thirry or forty men they loſt, they kilf'd thirty thouſand of ours, and 
* put all the reſt co flight, remaining Maſters of the Field, and of all the Perſian Bag- 
* 5xge. Bur that's not all, this ViRtory hath made ſo great analteration of affairs, and 
*1mprinted ſucha terror of his name among the Perſians, that even Sardicit ſelf, the 
* capital City of the lower Provinces near the Sea, has yielded to him without reſiſt- 
* ance, wm. all the reſt have followedit with the ſame facility, except ſilerxm and 
* Halicarnaſſus, which made ſome defence , yet be forc'd them ina ſhort time - and 
* making himſelf Maſter of all the Neighboring Country, with little trouble, his heare 
* was ſo puffed up with that proſperity, and the little reſiſtance he met, that he over- 
*ranallthe Coaſt of Pamphilia ina few daies : but that which is thought ſtrangeſt of 
* all, and which makes the Perſians believe, the Gods take a particular care of his 
* Conqueſts,is, that that ſhoar, which was never wont to be without ſtorms, and which 
*in its greateſt calm,is as much troubled,as other Seas are in the moſt furious Tempeſts, 
* nay, which beſides is hardly Navigable by reaſon of the many Rocks that lie hid 
* all along the Coaſt in m abundance, ſubmitted it ſelf yoluntarily ro him ; and du- 
* ring his voyage, was ſo ſmooth and quiet, that the like was never known before. He 
* embarked at Phaſelide, and paſs'd the place commonly call'd the Scale, then afſaul 
* ting the Pyſidians, he overcame them, and conquer'd all Phyygia, in a very ſhort 
* ſpace. Now he turns his arms toward Paphlagonia, and Cappadocia, to take his march 
* into the higher Provincesof Aſa. The King whoſe courage is not lefſen'd with all 
* theſe changes, is now near $#ſa, where he is recruiting his Artny, to ſtop the courſe 
* of this impetuous torrent, that laies waſte his Territories with ſo ſwift a fury; *Tis 
* thought it will grow to three hundred thouſand fighting men, again whom this 
* Alexander, how valiant and invincible ſoeyer he appear, will not be able to ſtand 
* with bur thirty thouſand Foot, and five thouſand Horſe, which are all the Forces 
© his ny is compoſed of, True it is, they tell wonders of the goodneſs of his For- 
*ces, andof the order that is obſervedamong them, almoſt all his menare old ſoul- 


*diers, and moſt part of. them bore arms under King Philip, where Alexander knew 
* them, and choſe them all himſelf for this Expedition.: they all ſeem to be Captains, 
* all their Caprains Kings , and they that have ſeen them, make very advantageous re- 
* ports of a great number of Princes that are near his perſon, and {ay that one would 
* take them all for A/exanders, 
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This was the Relation the Governor made unco my Maſter, who accompanied ir 
with aninfinite number of ſighs, and with words which ſufficiently reltified the ſor- 
row that oppreſſed him, ſecing himſelf forced to keep his bed, while poor Darizs and 
that family which was ſo dear to him, were upon the very brink of ruine; Great 
Gods ! cryed he, are you ſo much concern'd in the glory of one man, that to raiſe him up 
Jou will deſtroy the image Which comes neareſt to your greatneſs * Ah | how juſtly do you 
puniſh the meanneſs of my ſpirit, and how dearly do you make me buy this life, which I (0 
wretchedly languiſn out ſince the death of Artaxerxes ! Then complaining co the Phyhi- 
tians of their rediouſneſs, he promiſed them exceſlive recompences, it they haſten'd 
his cure 4 and I know not whither his defire to be well, contributed any thing roward 
it, orthat indeed he was more caretully look'dro, burone might diſcern a viſible a- 
mendment in him ; and to make ſhort, withithin one moneth after, we were upon our 
legs, and like to be quickly in a condition to endure- the hardſhip of a Voiage, for 
which my Prince prepared himſelf. | 
Before our departure, we heard that Alexander was Maſter of Paphlagonia, and 
that he within a tew days, expected the ſame ſucceſs in Cappadocia, with the ſime fa- 
cility. Oroondates who defides the intereſt of Darius, wes already prick'd with emu- 
lation of Alexander's glory, being jealous of the Victories he obramn'd ſo gloriouſly, 
was no ſooner able to ger on horſeback, but he left Zyri/a with his retinue, after 
he had taken his leave'of the Governor from whom he had received great teſtimo- 
nies of affeion, and to.whom he gave very rich Preſents at his departure. 1f my 
Maſter had not known the hatred of the King his Father to the King of Perſia, he 
would have turn'd ſhort into Scythia, and begg'd ſupplies thereto afliſt him with ; _ 
but being well aſſured that King Aathens would contribute all that lay in him to ad- 
vance Darizs his ruine, he loſt all l'opes on that fide, and refoly'd while the Gods 
ſhould make ſome change in their affairs, to go ſee Srarira again, and ſerve the King 
her Father with his own perſon, as long as the fates ſhould pleaſe to continue his life, 
With this deſign having taken guides, we travelled great days journeys towards Sſa, 
where the King was recruiting his Army: but ſcarce had we ridden three or four,when 
we learn'd chat having gotten itup to the number, the Governor of Zriſa had made 
him hope for, he was marching toward Cy/icia,to meet Alexander,who being already 
Conqueror inCappadrcia, was coming towards Fyria to encounter him, Thus intelli- 
gence madeus change our Road, and caus' us to comelater to the King, then elſe 
weſhould have done. Before we arrived there my Maſter received news, whereat 
he was exceedinply grieved,which was the death ofthe valiant Ademmen,the braveſt of 
all Darius his Commanders, and him that Alexander apprehended moſt, as indeed the 
hearing of his death, was that which confirm'd him in his reſolution ot invading the 
higher Aa, ſeeing it was'no longer defended by ſo redoubted a Warriour. Orconda® 
tes gave ſome tears unto his. memory, and to the atfliion gf his fair Barſina, bur his 
ſoul was yer fo full of mourning for the loſs of his dear Arraxerxes, that be was much 
the leſs ſen{ible of all others, | 
Araxes would have continued his Difcourſe, ifthe night which was very near, had 
not made them retire, referring che continuation of ic till the next day : Zyſimachut 
had hearken'dco him with ſo much delight, and grew to have ſo muchintereſt in the 
wonders of the life he rel:ted, that he very unwillingly yielded co that intermiſſion , 
but being conſtrain'd to it by many conſiderations, he return'd into the houle, and ran 
tothe Chamber of Orondates, whom he found in a condition good enough for the 
: hope of his recovery, bur his minde was in ſo ſad an eſtare, that onelefs concern'd int 
itthen he, wou'd have been deeply touch'd with compaſſion; he would not make him 
ſpeak that evening, knowing how much it might do him hurt; and fearing co give/him 
occaſion to talk, he wiſh'd him good reſt, and withdrew into his Chamber,where after 
a light ſupper he went'to bed, and paſs'd the night, as he had done that before, 
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\ Ul forrowful Oroondates, more nearly touch'd with the loſs of his Prin- 
) ceſs, inſtead of _ any repoſe in a place which ſeem'd to have been 
created purpoſely for it, did there linger out the hours of his con- 
demnation(for ſo he call'd the neceſfity that conſtrained him to live) 
AM in pains more ſharp and ——_— then death it ſelf, Nighr 

» with it's darkneſs bringing back horrour and filence into his Cham- 
ber, brought back alſo moſt diſmal objeRts into his minde,and repreſented to him the 
wrerchednefſs of his preſent condition, in ſo many, and fuch terrible forms, that he 
was like to loſe his lite, with very grief that he was forced to keep it. Then it was 
thar all the p:ſ\ſagesthereof, as well the moſt pleaſing, as the moſt fatal came into his 
memory, and that he faw himſelf moſt cruelly affaulted , both with a remem- 
_ of the bleſlings he had loſt, and aſence of the miferiesin which he was over. 
whelm'd. | 

He made reflexionupon the ſtrange birth, the marvellous progreſs, andthe tragi- 
cal ſucceſs of his affe&tion, and from all.three, he conjeured that the Gods had ne- 
ver ingaged themſelves with ſo much intereſt through the whole courſe of his misfor- 
tunes, but to ſhewin his life a dreadful example of their wrath, and of the affliftions 
into which thoſe men precipitate themſelves, whom they have forſaken ; He em- 
. bark'd again upon that tempeſtuous ſea, which had toſs d him for the ſpace often 
whole years, and recalling to minde all the moſt memorable accidents of that time, 
where there wasany matter of trouble, he afflited himſelf really , but if there were 
any occaſion of joy or comfort, he wasſo little ſenſible of that, that he eaſily found, 
his ſoul being prepoſſeſs'd with impreſſions of grief, had no entrance at all left for any 
thing elſe, nor ſence of any other touches then thoſe of deſpair. But when having 
over-run all, he arrived at x & bloody Cataſtrophe of his love, and that after the cru- 
elties, abſences, impriſonments, jealouſies, quarrels, and rigorous commands of his 
Princeſs, he came to imagin her death,nay a moſt certain bloody and inhumane death, 
then it was that his —_—_ utterly forſook him, and that courage which had nor 
yeilded to the reſt of his miſhaps, ſunk under the burthen of an affliftion of ſo high 
a nature, He fancied before his eyes that fair and magnanimous Queen, remainder 
of the iltuſtrious blood of Perſia, and widdow to the greatelt man that ever was, hol- 
ding forth her naked throat to the ſword of Perdiccas, and to the bloody executioners 
of pitileſs Roxana, he repreſents her to himſelf all bloody, and dist:ared with a 
mulcitude-of wounds, which make that fair body hideous, and ſcarcely to be known : 
he then ſeeks her in the bottom of a well, under a heap of ſtones that buried her, and 
his _—_— working very ſtrongly, made him behold her in the ſtrangeſt and moſt 
eaſtly ſhapes his minde could poſſibly conceive, Then it was that he plang'd himſelf 
headlong into his grief ; and forgetting his reſolution of being cured, he ſent 
forth cries of lamentation, and gave himſelt quite over to ſighs and groans, ſwim- 
H 2 j ming 
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ming as it were ina river of tears, which ſtreamed from his eyes 2s two eternal ſour. 
ces. He broke the ſilence that was enjoyned him for his recoyery, and theabſence of 


Lyſemachus, Araxes and the Phyſitians,gave his tongue liberty to eaſe his heart of ſome 
part of it's ſorrow. Fair Queen ( cry'd he with an interrupted ſpeech ) if your ſoxl be 


nit utterly unlooſed from all earthly thoughts, and if you ſtill conſerve any remembrance of 


oxr faithful Orontes , Fair Queen, beautiful Statura, divine ſpirit , lock, yet upen this 
miſerable man ; and if you be the ſame Staura ſo religiouſly adored by poor Orontes, [ce 
that I am ſtill the ſame Orontes, by whom the divine Staura hath been ſo religiouſly ade. 
red : Tes 1 am ſtill the ſame, 1 declare it to my ovyn ſhame and confujion, Tam the ſame, 
unleſs I be changed by that meaneſſe of ſpirit which 1 have ſhewed in ſurviving you ; yes, 
dear Princeſſe, I live fill, though you, alas ! are dead , but if you know my affettion well, 
you cannet doubt but I will ſhortly follow you , this cowardiſe of which I accuſe my ſelf, is 
onely a cowardiſe in appearance, but is indeed an effett of my courage, and of my Iywve to 
you. I doreſciueto ate Statira, aſſcon as you are revenged ; and the numberleſs deaths I 
ſuffer in expettation of my laſt, eught to ſatisfie you better then one alone, whereby you 
have ontgon me. One death great Queen was enough for ou ;, but this unhappy wretch 
that was the occaſion of it, this unfortunate cauſe of Roxana's hatred ought to ſuffer ten 
theuſand,to recompence that one life he made you loſe He ſtoptat theſe words,to turn over 
a thouſind furious refolucions 1n his minde, and to invent as many kinds of revenge, 
which all ſeem'd roo light to his indignation , fire and ſword ſcem'd too gentlayor 
his ſatisfaction, and Roxana, and Peraiccas t00 mean, too feeble-ſubjeRs to wreak his 
anger ; he wiſh'd the Gods would reſuſcitate an Alexander to defend them, or that 
the whole world would take up armes for their proteQion. Nay, he who in the whole 
former courſe of his life had ever appear'd moderate, and molt religious, fell now to 
conteſt with the Gods, as if he meant to force them to take the part of his enemies. 
Great Gods ( ſaid he) you who to raiſe an Alexander to that pitch of glory, Which never 
any man before attain'd, have deſtroyed the Royal Family of Perſia, and beaten dn the 
pride. of ſo many mighty Kings , you who have ſubmitted ſo many Empires, and ſacrificed 
ſo many thouſand lives to his ambition ;, and who cn the contrary have made me linger 
out my miſerable youth in love, in irons, in unknown Countries, without name, without 
glory, and withou fortune, though you had given me both as eminent a quality as his, as 
higha ſpirit, and perhaps a Soul capable of ag great deſigns : If you abhorr'd her - be- 
ing lov'd by me whom you have ever frovned on, why dia you not at leaſt proteft hey for 
being ſo dear to that great man upon whom you ſhowrea down all your Favours? was it ſo 
great a crime in Princeſſe Statira, to have been lov'd by Oroondares, that the glory of ha- 
ving married Alexander coxld not blot it out ? Were you not ſatisfied with having tormen= 
ted, afflicted,and perſecuted me from my childhood, by the violence of my paſſion,by the death 
of my dear Artaxerxes, by long and inſupportable abſences, by the captivity of my 
Princeſſe, by an infinite number of weands, by long impriſouments, by the L:ſs of Datt- 
us and his Empires, by the marriage of Staura, by her anger, by the perſecutions of ROx+ 
ana, by my baniſhment, by ſuch toilſoms and dangerons wages, and briefly by ſo many 
hazards, by ſo many pains, and by ſo many croſſes, as the courage of your Alexander 
would infallibly have fainted ander , unleſs with my life you alſo reb"d me in the wery 
haven, of that Prize which I Was npon the point of receiving, and which I had ſo gle 
riouſly deſer'd ? Blind Divinities ! by What offences have 1 drawn your hatred ſo 
viſibly upon me? He ſpoke many other things of this nature, till ar laſt with cormen- 
ting himſelf ſo extreamly, his ſenſes were a little dull'd, which made him fall into a 
ſlumber, burying the choughts thar afflicted him, in ſome repoſe: But ſhe that was 
eternally in his imagination while awake, appeared to him likewiſe in his ſleep; and 
having entertain'd himſelf with her the reit of the night, at break of day he verily 
thought he heard her voice at his beds head, which having often pronounc'd his 
name, went on, ſaying, Ah! *tis he, D20ntes : nv dear D2ontes! Theſe 
words which he did effeRually believe he heard, waken'd himin a ſtart, and drawing 
the Curtain of his Bed, which wasa little open, he fancied that he ſaw in his Cham- 
ber the very face of his dear Sratira, This belief having maryelouſly furpris'd 
him, made him caſt forth a loud cry, and thruſting his head out of bed to lee her 
more 
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more diſtin&tly, her image ſuddenly vaniſh'd from his eyes. The poor Prince trou- 
bled with this viſion, and not being able ro diſtinguiſh whether the force of his ima- 
gination had repreſented a ſhape unto his tancy, which had nor appear'd indeed , or 
whether the Ghoſt of his dear Princeſs had really preſented itſelf unto his Gght \ I6> 
mained in a ſtrange perplexity ,, but the laſt perſwaſion being the ſtronger, heabſo+ 
lucely believ'd chat Sratira came either to comfort him in his afMlition, or to animate 
him by her preſence, to the vengeance ſhe deſired of him, Inthis conceit he cry'd 
out, Wherber flic you fair Princeſſe, whether flie you ? vaniſh not ſo ſoon from him that 
dies for you; dead as you are, you appear no leſſe charming to me then when you were a- 
live, and 1 ought not to be more hateful to you now, then when I was your dear Orones. 
He had ſaid more, but that he ſaw Ly/imachus enter, who coming to his bed-fide ro 
bid him good morrow, and ſecing him all ina cold ſwear, asked him the cauſe of that 
diſtemper , The Prince extreamly moved, and crofling his arms upon his breaſt, ſaid 
to him with a very deep ſigh, Ah! Lyſumachus, hat have 7 ſeen ? Ah) what have I 
{cen, Lyſimachus ? and ſtopping at thoſe few words, appear'd ſo much amazcd, thar 
Lylimach his defire encreaſed to learn what was the cauſe of it, and having conjur'd 
him to rell him ; z/hy do we delay, Lyſimachus ( replyed the Prince ) why do we longer 
defer this revenge, to which we have obliged onr ſelves ? Onur Princeſſes come to ſummon 
us to ut themſelves, and at the very moment you came in, Statira vaniſhed from 
eyes ; my eyes, my own eyes have ſeen her without illuſion, aud my ears heard that ſame 
voice, which while ſhe liv*d, was wont to pronounce my Oracles , 1 tell you ſeriouſly, and 
in my right ſenſes, I ſaw her, fairer, taller, and more amiable then ever ; and though I ſav 
her but as a flaſh of lightning, yet had I no afealy to know the features, which I have 
ſo deeply engraven in my heart. Lyſimachas at this diſcourſe joyning his hands to- 
gether, and ſhrinking up his ſhoulders ; © Great Gods (ſaid he ) fince you haye been 
© pleas'd our deſtinies ſhould be linkt together, never ſeparate them, but give anend 
* quickly, ro theſe miſeries which have laſted roo long already. Ido not doubt at 21! 
( continued he, turning toward the Prince ) * of the truth of what you ſay, ſince I my 
* ſelf had juſt ſuch another adventure ; for paſling through a long Entry near this 
* Chamber, the Ghoſt of the Princeſs Pariſaris appeared to me, ſhe had her very fa- 
* ſhion, and her very countenance; 1 would have caſt my felf at her feer, but ſhe ya- 
© niſhed away ſo ſuddenly, that were it not for what you tell me hapned to you alſo, 
©I ſhould believe my fancy abuſed me, and that 1 had only ſeen in imagination, whar 
©I indeed faw really, and without deceit. Oroondates hearing Lyſimachme bis confi- 
dence. Let's doubt no more on't Lyſimachus ( ſaid he ) Let s doubt no more on't : Our 
Princeſſes did without queſtion come to viſit us, to comfort us, and to ſollicite us to that 
revenge which we have promiſed them ;, perchance they likewiſe demand the laſt duties of 
29, and that their fair bodies which have yet no ather Tomb but a heap of ſtones, expett 
Funeral honors from us more (uitable to their quality : that's it which makes their ſpirits 
wander ftill among #s, and makes the churliſh Ferriman«deny them paſſage, as long as 
they are deprived of the Rites of Burial. Come Lyſimachus, let's go make them a gat- 
lant Monument of the ruines of Babylon, and appeaſe their Ghoſts by the $acrifices we 
owe wnto them ,, we know the obligations they require, let's go and offer them, and mingle 
eur own innocent blood with that of thoſe barbarous pecple that raviſh'd them from ns. 
Lykmachus anſwer'd him coldly - © Affoon as you are in a better condition to execute 
* your juſt reſolutions, I'll bear you company in all things, and will inſtrut you in 
*whart eſtate arethe affairs of Perdiccas, Roxana, and of all the ſucceſſors of Alex- 
* ander ; Inthe mean time 1 will employ this day in ſome particular ſacrifices, andin 
* viſiting a Temple of Apo{/o, which is but a little diſtant from this houſe : thereI may 
* pay ſowe part of what we ro the memory of our Princeſſes, and there I may 
* conſult tlie pleaſure of the Gods, both for you, and for my ſelf, our fortunes being 
* ſo chain'dtogether, that we have need bur of one Oracle for us both. At my re- 
*turn I will entreat Araxes to continue the relation of your Adventures, and after 
*that, I will acquaint youwith mine, and with ſome particulars of your own, which 
* without doubtyouare ignorant of, ſo ſhall you ſee what ſhare I have in them, and 
* know the mixture of our Intereſts, which from henceforward can never more be 
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ſeparated. If my Fortunes were better then they are(reply'd Orocndates) 1 ſhould be overjoy'd 
to have ſuch a Companion in them as jour ſelf : but being ſuch as by this time you partly 
find them ts be, I cannot but be extreamly troubled, by learning that my unhappineſſes are 
common to you : Þ't wait for your return and ( ſince you Will have it ſo ) for the health 
likewiſe which is wanting to this miſerable body, that I may ſecond you inour juſt deſigns : 
bnt after that, what ——_ ſoever you receive from the Gods, I am fully reſoltd not to lan- 
gniſh always in a life which I'carmot [pin ont longer without ſhame and horrour. ©I do 
*not at all love mine better (anſwered Lyſmachus) then you do yours, and if I {till 
© leave the diſpoſing of it to the Gods, *tis to obtain facility in our revenge, and to 
* 5xy the duty I truly owe them, according to the precepts of Philoſophy which I 
R = learn'd, and-to the leſſons of that good Philoſopher Calliſthenes, They had 
yet ſome other diſcourſes, after which Zy/imachws took leave of Orcondates, and went 
out of the houſe, attended only by his Squire, and the ſon of their Landlord, who 
was to be his guide. 

They took their way toward the Temple Zyſmachu meant to viſit , and becauſe 
it was not far off, and that they went a reaſonable good pace, they arrivedat the Gate 
of it in leſs then an hour ; *Twas contrary to the ordinary cuſtom of the Territories 
ſubje to the King of Per/ia, that thar Temple had been builcin that Country, forin 
almoſt all the other Provinces, they made their ſacrifices in the open air, and upon 
the tops of mountains : bur King Artaxerxes, one of Darius his Predeceſſors, our of 
ſome partic::}-r devotion, had caus'd thisto be built, within forty or fifry furlongs of 
Babyl:n, and not above five or ſix from the River Exphrates : he had alſo taken care to 
enrich it with a great number of Preſents ; and the Oracles that were delivered there, 
made it quickly yery famous through all Aa: the Platform of it was a Pentagone, 
and the Frontiſpiece appeared in Perſpetive, between two rowes of treesof an extra- 
ordinary height, which made a long Walk, whoſe other end reach'd to the bank of the 
River. This Front was marvelouſly high, beautified with many Statues, and parricu- 
larly with two Marble Pillars of an exceſfive height, upon which the God Apollo, and 
the Goddeſle his Siſter, were placed in their Chariots. © The Gates were Cedar ſtan- 
ding on the top of five or (ix Steps, of the faireſt Parian Marble that was ever ſeen : 
the Floor of the Temple was Paved with the ſame, and the Walls were all adorned 
with Pictures which repreſented the moſt famous ations of that God : There was his 
birth in the Floting Iſland, with the puniſhment of thoſe that were turned into Frogs, 
the Victory of Pythow, the Metamorphoſis of Daphne, whom the Gods ſeem'd till 
to embrace moſt ardently, inſenſible as ſhe was, the death of Coronis, and the tranſ 
formation of the fatal Crow, the Loves of Clytia, and of the daughter of Orchamas, 
who being half buried, implored the aſſiſtance of the God that lov'd her,the Deſtiny 
of fair Hyacinthas, and that of poor Cypariſſs , and in ſhort, allthe moſt remark- 
able Stories the Poets had ſung of that God, were painted there by an excellent hand, 
and enchaſed in Corniſhes whoſe materials were very precious, The acceſsto the Al- 
tar was hindred by a Baluſter of Braſs, which reach'd unto the Arch of the Temple ; 
the form of it was round, and upon it ſtood the God of the Stature of a man, his 
head invironed wii hraies, and glittering with Gold, Diamonds, and other Stones of 
creatvalue, that humane eyes were hardly able to endure the luſtre of them. Behind 
the Altar was the hole of the ſacred p-ſlage or Tunnel whence the Prieſts drew that 
fury which m:de them pronounce the, Oracles : but the coming to it was not permit- 
ted toany but themalone, who came thither through a Vault under ground, which 
led from their quarter to the Altar, 

Lyſimachus came into the long Alley, at the ſame time when a ſtranger who had 
newly lighted there, was walking near the Gate, and expeRing when it would be 
open'd: ſcarce had he left his horſe, but he came up to him, and ſaluted him moſt 
courteouſly: although he deſired not to be known, yer was he not willing to appear 
unmannerly, and ſeeing that he had put up the beaver of his headpiece, he diſcovered 
his face alſo, and return'd his falute with all manner of civiliry. Beſides the decency 
that obliged him, he was likewiſe moved to it by the ſtrangers handſomefaſhion, and 
conſidering him more nearly, he obſery'd ſo much beauty and Majeſty in his face, 

and 
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and ſtature, that though he had been bred neer Alexander the Great, ina Court, out 
of which ſo many Kings had iſſued, yet did he not believe he had ever beheld any 
thing that could equalit. He thought neverthelefs that he h:d ſeen the like features 
in ſome face or other, yet he ſpent no time to-{trengthen that conceit, bur followed 
the inclination which already moved him to ſome Kinde of reſpeR, and affeRionto 
him ; The Stranger alſo who ſaw ſomething extream gracefull, ſprightly, and martial 
in his carriage, conſidered him with admiration, and began tg ſpeak to him in the 
Perſian Language, with ſo ſweet and ſo obliging a countenance, that Z mach 
looked upon him, and hearkened to him as an extraordinary man, 7 believe Fir, 
(faid the ſtranger) that the ſame deſign leads us both hither, but 1 pray the Gods you be net. 
brought by ſo ill a Fortune as 1 am. 

* The goodneſs youexpreſs to me (repli'd Lyfmachws ) and the eſteem I have alrea« 
* dy for aperſon of ſo winninga behaviour, makes me beg of the.ſame Gods, to ſend 
*you rather any other fortune, then one like mine. 7 would to heaven (anſwered the 
ſtranger with adeep ſigh) 7 were as ſxrely equal to you in the good qualities which donbt« 
leſs yore poſſeſs, as 1 goe beyond both you, and all menliving, in misfortunes. * If to have 
* no more hope, butin the grave (ſaid Ly/machs) and to have loſt by a cruel, and un- 
* uſual death, the perſon a man loved, or rather the only thing for which he lived, bea 
* condition that can ſuffer any parallel, I confeſs there may be found very miſerable 
* ohes; bur if allchoſero whom misforcunes of the like nature have hapned, have nor 
* had paſſions asardent #s mine, and for as lovely objeRs as chat I bewail, rhey muſt 
© needs yield a prize to me, which 1, in ſpite of me, carry away from all the reſt of the 
* world. 

Hay the Goas be pleas'd to comfort you (repli'd the ſtranger) fince I "ſuffer ſome addi- 
tion to my griefs by the knowleage of yours;, for I am very far from that humor, which 
makes mnfortunate men finde ſome ſweetneſs in meeting with others as unhappy as them- 
ſelves : For my part, I Who hope no more almoſt for any but in death, and Who beſides mi- 
ſeries of the ſame natnre with yours, have alſo ſuſſered many others, under the burthen 
whereof I ſhould have ſunk, but for the particular aſſiſtance of heaven, will wait its plea» 
fare with the ſame.heart, which hath-made me bear a thouſand loſſes without murmuring, 
the leaſt of which ought to have ſent me to my grave. © This courageous reſignation 
(added Lyſimachws) * is a moſt perfeR mark of your vertue, and accuſes thoſe Gods, 
*to whom you ſo voluntarily ſubmic your ſelf, of cruelty andinjuftice; they will par- 
*don me this liberty of ſpeech, which neither comes from a want of reſpe&to them, 
*nor from an impious humorinclined to blaſphemy ; but if I may continue withoar 
* offending them (/aid he, walking under the trees) anidif we may be permitted to rea. 
* ſonof things that are above us, methinks thoſe cruel ſcourges wherewith they have 
* afflited you, ſhould rather have beengeftin'd to the puniſhment of Parricides, and 
* of many other crimes, which ambition or other motives, daily make the mon- 
* ſters of the preſent, and paſt ages to commit, and yet we ſcethem fortunate, and 
* come to extream old age,without being croſs'd by — to trouble the repoſe 
* of their proſperity. We have ſeen an Occhxs, predeceflor to Darius, bloody with 
* the murder of fifty of his brothers, his father Arraverxes the murtherer of his own, 
* of hiseldeſtſon; and many other Princes who for reaſons of State, have nor 
* forborn any kind of crime, reign and live peaceably to their kundreth year, with- 
*out any trouble,and without any ſenſe croſs; and we ſee poor Darixs, a good and 
* a generous Prince, with all his illuſtrious Family,the mirror of vertue, conſtancy and 

eroſity, perſecuted by heaven and fortune, and breathing out their lives at laſt by 
range and cruel ways, which ſeem to accuſe this Soveraign providence. We ſee an 
* Alexander, knownenongh through the whole world, taken away in the flower of his 
*age,& almoſt in the birth of his hopes,;& with theſe a great number of other perſons 
*eruly vertnous, who ſeem to have come into the world for nothing elfe, but ro make 
* ſport for the inconſtancy of Fortune, or to ſerve for the Butr of her perſecutions. 

The ſtranger who hearken'd quietly to him, after he had wiped away ſome tears 
which this diſcourſe drew from his eyes, anſwered with much moderation. Traly 7 
have made the ſame obſervation with you, andin the diverſity of things which I have ſeen, 
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have ſometimes faſten'd upon conſederations like to yours , I have indeed known many ve- 
ry vitious perſons, who have lived to a verygreat age, and very happily, at leaſt in ap- 
pearance ;, and [ have ſeen many vertuous men harſhly uſed by fortune, and given over to 
all manner of infelicity ; but this bath never made me accuſe the Gods of injuſtice, ner 
of want of pruvidence in humane affairs ,, and if you Will give me leave to tell you my opi- 
nion, I have alwaies believ d that there were as many different kinds of happineſs, as 
there are ſeveral kings of humors ;, and that as the trme ſoveraign good conſiſts cnely in the 
contentment of the mind, the very variety of inclinations may make the difference. So 
we may often deceive our ſelves, by accounting a man happy when we ſee him poſſeſs trea- 


ſures, which perchance he diſdains, to deſire the peſſeſſion of a perſon Whom he loves , and 


likewiſe make very falſe judgements of the Fortune of another, ſeeing him enjoy a Mi- 
ſtreſs, whom he would willingly forſake for thoſe treaſures that are denied him , On thes 
manner may we abuſe our ſelves in the opinion we have of the happineſs of vicious men, 
who though they ſhould obtain that felicitie which conſiſts in the ſatisfattion of the mind , 
and the fulfilling of the deſire, the remorſe of their guilty _— makes a war Within 
them unknown to 5, and troubling their quiet by continual aſſaults, renders them incapa- 
ble of taſting that ſweetneſs which they propoſe to themſelves inthe fruition of things de- 
fred, or in the being freed from thoſe they hate, cx apprehend. Do you think that Occhus 
ceuld feel any pleaſure in his Vittory over the Armenians, or find any tranquility intheſe 
Eſtates which he had ſecured by ſo many murthers, When he ſet before his eyes the death of 
fo many brothers, with whoſe blood he had cemented that greatneſs wherein he lived the 
- ſpace of many years ? and do you not believe that Artaxerxes deteſted the length of his life, 
when to ſecure it he ſaw himſelf conſtrain'd to ſacrifice that of a ſon whom he had dearly 
loved? Certainly if you make reflexion upon them, you will judge that the number of e: 
vils, theſe perſons ( happy in appearance) feel, is much greater then that of the goods, which 
make us believe them to be ſo ;, but though 1 ſhould grant you that theſe cruel men, theſe 
Parricides, and theſe monſters, did taſte a real happineſs, and that enjoying all they could 
wiſh for, they were neither troubled with ambition, love, nor remorſe of conſcience ; may we 
zot believe that the Gods have preſerv'd them ſo many years,to make uſe of them as Inſtru- 
ments of their Fuſtice, and ſcourges wherewiththey have puniſh'd athers, as faulty, and as 


wicked as themſelves? What do we know, whether they gave Occhus {» long a life for © 
his own happineſs, or for the deſtiny of his brothers , and whether it were rather their love © 


to him, that made them preſerve him, to deſtroy them, then their hatred to them, whoſe incli- 


nations perchance were worſe then his? Ought we not alſo to believe that they ſuffered | 


Artaxerxes to /ive to his hunareth year, onely ts uſe hin for the puniſhment of a ſon, that 


was to attempt againſt his life > This is my opinion for what concerns the proſperity of evil 


men, and the adverſity of good, though truly it be an affliction to all that have any vertue, 
Jet me thinks alſo it no way ſhocks divine Providence , perhaps thoſe that ſeem'd moſt ith 
mocent to us, were wot ſo before the Gods, Whoſe 7 ndgements are very different from ours , 
and are puniſh'd by the miſeries which we ſee them expos d to tor ſome crimes that are con- 
ceal d from us: but if they be free of them, it is without queſtion to make tryal of their 
wvertue, and to give it the brighter luſtre,that they ſend them ſuch afflitt:ons, The example 
of thoſe you alledge tome. | 

The ſtranger itop'd ſhort at theſe words,and as he was about to have gone on with 
his diſcqurſe, he ſeem'd prevented by ſome ſo preſſing remembrance, that it would 
not ſuffer him to proceed further. Zy/imachns who had hearkened ro him with much 
attention,and who admired his gracefulneſs, both in his diſcourſe, and inall hisa&i- 
ons, would have begun their converſation again, ifatrhe ſame time the Gates of the 
Temple had not been open'd, giving them liberty to go in to their Devotions, 

They entred both together, and ſtaying but little co obſerve the pictures, and 0- 
ther bezuties of the Temple, they kneeled down neer the Baluſter, and after they had 
pray'd ſoftly a while, the ſtranger raiſing his voice, and addreſling himſelf to the God 
to whom the Temple was dedicated, pray'd on this manner: | | 

Dwerfnl divinity,who doſt not only diſpenſe thy light to moztals, 
. but allo Doſft trilly pee being unto all things; Thou independent 
Being upon whom all others do depend - if the pzayers ofa A” 
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an may yet be heard, behold (thou Father of the Day) the moſt un- 
fo unate one living,p26ſtrate at the foot ofthine Altar, one who fo2- 
aking all youe of humane ſuccour o2 conlolation, expeas neither but 
from thy Divine goodneſs, Thouknoweft all my miſery,thou knowſt 
my lofles, and thou knowſt great God thn what a ſea Jhavefloated the 
ſpace of many years. Jfthy Juſtice be ſatisfied with (umany lofſes,and 
if after having taken ſo niluch from me, thou yet p2eſerveſt that inthe 
wo21d, which { ſeek with ſo much diligence : Cnlighten me thou fAu- 
tho2 of light, and guide my ſteps in the track of what J have loft : J 
art with all things elſe untroubled, but great Ood reftoze me that J 
ove, reſtoze me that which makes me live, 02 at leaſt reſtoze me a 
hope, which hath already fozſaken me, EL 
Thus the ſtranger ended his Prayer, and Lyſmachas who had harkened to it very 
attentively, and with as much compaſſion for his diſtreſles, as the remembrance of his 
own would permit, ſeeing that he had done and that the Prieſt being gone behind the 
Alcar, to wait at the hole of the ſacred Tunnel, for the anſwer of the God, he proſtrated 
himſelf wich all humility, and made his Prayer unto him intheſe words. 


PE Star of the day, thou Eye that beholdeſt all things, and by 
whom all things f, Two miſerable wzetches who have but 
One Deſtiny, caſt themſelves down at thy feet, to render what th 
owe thee,rather then to beg reliefo! alteration ofa Foztune,in whi 
they are void of ailmanner of hope, ſave that of death : they have 
loft ail that they could ioſe, and all that they deſired to keep, and can 
erpect no help trom thee, unleſs thou tn favour of them ſhou{[dſt once 
again uſe that power, which thou did communicate to thy * Son, 
and unleſs thou ſhouldſt reſtoe the lives of thoſe Jlluſtrious perſons 
to whom theirs were wholiy dedicated, , Aſsit them only in a mo 
juft revenge, and in the _ they have to pay what is due to the 
Spirits of them they have lo perfectly loved. 

Lyſmmachus ended theſe words with bowing himſelf to the very ground;and a while 
after the Prieſt came back before the Altar, ſo chang'd that one had much adoe to 
know him, he ſeem'd taller then ordinary, he had a wild affrighted look, and bei 
tranſported with the God thatpoſſe(s'd him, he in his rapture pronounc'd theſe wor 
with a dreadful yoice, | _ 

The ORACLE. Lind 
| Wo t the Dead Wait for the Duties of the Living, andlet the Living hope for the aſſiſt= 
ance of the Dead, the Dead ſhall build the Fortunes of the Living, and the living 
fall eſtabliſh the repoſe of the Dead. In the mean time I will have the living liue, and 
- _ reſt , and bath the living and the dead expetF my pleaſure upon the banks of 
uphrates. 

Aſter that the Prieſt had pronounced theſe words, he came by little and little to 
himſelf again, and though at the entreaty of Ly(machns, and the ſtranger, he wene 
back to the Hole again, yet would the God give no other anſwer, and left theminan 
uncertainty both of the ſenſe of the Oracle, and to which of themit was addreſſed. 
Each took itto himſelf, but not being able ro comprehend any thing by it, they re- 
ſoly'd to wait for the fulfilling of it, without informing themſelves, any further, and 
after they had offered ſome ſmall facrifices, —_— to the Cuſtome, and to the in- 
tention which obliged them to it, rhey took leave of the Prieſt, and went out of the 
Temple as ignorant of their Deſtinies, asthey were before, 

It the Aﬀaires of Lyſmachw, and thoſe of the ſtranger, or rather the ſorrowful 
condition of both could have ſuffered them to endure company, they would not have 
parted ſo ſoon, for they had already conceived fo high aneſteem, and ſo much good 
will for one another, y they could not bid farewell, without ſome trouble , but be 


I ——_ by urging Ny wg on horſeback, andthe 
anger departing his way, Lyfmachme likewiſe took his towards Polemons - houſe 
where he had left Oroondares, " I He 


* Aſcu« 
lapins, 
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He rode that ſhort way withour ſpeaking a word, ſeeming to be buried in fo deep 

a ſtudy, that chey that accompanied him, durſt not put him out of ir; when he was 
within two or three hundred paces of the houſe, he ſaw upon the right hand, near the 
River,an exceeding high wood, which appearedto him ſo deſert and ſolitary, that he 
hc ita fir place to paſs ſome of his melancholigue houres, and to entertain his ſad 

and dying thoughts, with this intent alighting from his horſe, and commanding his 
uire to lead him back to Polemons houſe, he thank'd his ſonne for m_ guided him, 
and diſmiſſed him alſo, entring alone, and on foot into the wood, where he walked up 
and down in the moſt gloomy ſhades he could finde, . and ſuch 2s were moſt retired 
fromthe company of men. There he revolved the words of che Oracle in his mind 
a hundred cimes, and after having as often examined chem, he underſtood o little, 
thit he g ve over all care of finding outany moreof the meaning of ir. In this ſoli- 
tnde his tears hadſiberty to break forth, and being nor ſeen by any body that could 


accuſe him of weakneſs, he mide lamentations and complaints,able ro have moyed the 


very trees to pitty : The remembrance of the viſion he had ſcen the morning coming 
then into his mind, made him conjurethe ſpirit of his Princeſs ro appear once more to 
bim, and that with the moſt ardentprayers, and the moſt tender moving words his 
paſſion could ſuggeſt. CES | 

Djvine Pariſatis (ſ:id tie, walking very ſoftly,with his eyes lift up to heaven,and his 
arms croſs upon his breaſt) if notwithſtanding your Divinity, you have already vouch- 
fſafed to comfort this unfortunate man by your ſight, and to lay aſide the ſplendor that in. 
virons you, to make your ſelf a fit objelt for the Weakneſs of his eyes, do not now refuſe him 
the ſame favorr, ſince he is ſtill the ſame, and that in ſo ſolitary a place you may with more 
Eberty honour hins with the commands he waits for from you. Diſcourſing with himſelf 
on this manner, he continued bis waik under the crees, till coming near a great Oak, 
he ſaw words cut itito the bark of ir, and then looking about upon the other trees 
which were neareſtro it, he ſaw they were almoſt all mark'd with the ſame charaReers, 
he drew near without deſign, and lifting up his head toward the ne» reſt, he perceived 
thenames of CASSANDRAG EURIDICE, ingraven upon the bark 
in greatLetters, and in divers places: After thisfight, being ar the foot of the great 
Ok and caſting his eye upon'the writing which reacht down almoſt to the very root 
of the tree, he read theſe words diſtintly which he found there, 

Whofeeyer thou art; whom Chance or deſigne ſhall bring into theſe felitary places, be. 
waile the misfortunes of deſolate Caſſandra : here it 5s that unhappy $he weeps and will 
weep the remainder of her days, both for What ſhe has left by her own faxlt, and for what ſhe 
has l:ft.by the anger of the Gods : -by hey tears ſhe will deplore what the Gods have taken 
from her, and by her te ars ſhe will teſtifie tothoſe ſame Goar, and to the memory of that 
which was ſo dear to her, the full repentance of her crime : She lov d that which ſhe ought 
26 Yowr, ſhe flill loves that which is now no more and to her grave will conſerve both her'farſt 
wnll laſt affettions, pure and inviolable. Lyſmachus was touch'd with compaſſion at 
the reading of theſe words, and lifring up his eyes to heaven ; Great Gods ( aid he) 
*Itis tiorupon me alone you pour'forth your wrath; andthe number of che unfor- 
*tunite is almoſt as great as that of men; then going on yeta few ſteps further,” he 
ſayra little Rock tanding upon the edge of a pleaſing brook, all covered over.with 
the like Charts; ' he there ſawthe names of CASSANDRA & EURIDICE, 
interwoven 'a huridred ſeveral wayes, and underneath theſe words graven wich'the 
fimehand of the former. Strive not O charitable Euridice, to aſſwage my miſcries by 
The” confolations thou giveſt me , that which I lov'd, and ought to love, either is no longer 
#n this world, or is no longer in it for me ; conteſt no more therefore with me about at ad- 
vantage Which thou haſt injuſtly a5ſputed for ; though thy loſſes be of the ſame nature with 
ming, thou haſt defended thy ſelf better then I from'that violent paſſion, which mak-s 
mine ſo ſenſible to nye, and it is onely the conſideration of my misfortunes, which makes the 
greateſt part of thine, 9 F 
'  Tyſimachas his own afflitions hindred him not from bearing a great ſhare in thoſe 
offs unknown Cxfſxdra, but he was yet more deeply roucht any. 
ing fet down upon the baak of thar little ſtream, he ſaw theſe words alſo ar the __ 
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chem, when be- ' 
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of the Rock, in the fame manner of writing. Fai# remainders of what I have /o 
dearly ld, whether part of you be placed in the rank, of the Gods, or that part of you 
Wanders ſtill among ſt men, ſince this heart which was open to you as long as it coulda, and 
as it onght, leaves you ſtill an entry, which ſhall never be open but to you, bebold with how 
many tears 1 ſolemnize your memory, and content your ſelf with the laſt duties I pay, 
beth to the aſhes and remembrance of that which was the better part of my ſelf, the thought 
of my other loſſes hath no part in my afflictions , and as all my felicities were bounded only 
in you, ſo your loſs alone hath ſetled this ſorrow in my ſoul, which can never be ſeparated 


rom it. | 
Lyſimachus could not make an end of reading theſe words, without letting fall fo 


tears, and the knowledge of others misfortunes, calling ro mind the remembrance 


of his own,affliRed him fo deeply,that he remained almoſt without ſence or motion-: 
when he was come a little to himſelf again, he cook off his cask, and ſtrerch'd him- 
ſelfall along by che ſide of the brook, which running upon ſmall ones made a very 
pleaſant murmure.. There it was that his eyes, after having ſhed abundance of tears, 
were clofed by a gentle ſlumber, caus'd both by his wearinefs, and waking the nights 
before > and that his body, as overburthen'd as it was with the paſſions of his mind, 
letit ſelf be ſweetly lull'd into a quieter repoſe, then his prefſentcondition ſeem'd ca- 
pable of, And indeed he made amends tor his former want of ſleep, by ſfucha ſound 
one, that night was already well advanced before it left him, neither perchance would 
he have waked ſo ſoon, but for the noiſe whichtwo men made, who were talking 
rogether very near him. When he had rouz'd up himſelf, he wondred to find. thar 
he was ina placefrom whence darkneſs had already driven away the day ; yer lifting 
up his eyes toward heaven, he perceiv'd through the boughs which robb'd him of 
part of it, a pale faint light, by favour whereof he reſoly'd toſeek out his way to Pele 
ons houſe, not doubting bur his ſervants were already in pain for his long ſtay; yet 
as he was upon the very point of riſing, he heard the ſame voice that had wakened 
him; and though he was looſe from all other thoughts ſavethoſe of death, yer ſome 
remaining ſpark of curioſity made him defire to learn what the®diſcourſe of thofe 
perſons mighc be, in ſuch a place, and at ſuch an houre. Theythart talk*d, were ſer 
cloſe by him , and making uſe of the delightful coolneſs the evening afforded, enter. 
tained themſelves freely without fear of being heard, Lyſemachas lending ag ear, 
heard chat one of them ſaid : But Aſtiages, would you not hold me for the moſt wicked 
of all men living, if 1 ſhould follaw ſuch pernicious advice, T believe your friendſhip only 
obliges you to give it me ; but conſider alſo wha 1,am, and againſt whom you counſel ; 
fach an attion, beſides that it would be ſhamefw, and horrible to the remembrance of all 
the world, would alſo draw the vengeance of the Gods upon me, and would never leave 
My _—_ conſcience any quiet. | 

* Thoſe that are much in love ( replied the other ) will never ſtick upon theſe ſlight 
* conſiderations; and thoughin other matters the tear of the Gods be to be com- 
* mended, in an enterpriſe of this nature it can paſs for nothing but weakneſs; a vio« 
*lent paſſion mayexcuſe all, andthoſe that are overborr by ſachan one, commit no 
*crimes bur ſuch asare very pardonable : ſhut up youreyes, Sir, againſt all that may 
*diſſwade you from your defign,.and call thatno longer yertue, which isindeeda 
* taint-hearted and an unreaſonable patience. Byt 5s it poſſible ( faid the firſt) rhar 
they who love perfeitly can ever bring themſelves to ds aftions that diſpleaſe the party 
Whom they love ,, and that you have ever been capable of that noble flame, you, I ſay, who 
give counſel ſo contrary tothe maxims of all theſe that are touched with it ? 

*I have lov'd moſt perfeRly (anſwered 4/tiages)bur not as thoſe ſpeculative Lovers 


_ *that content themſelves with a glance, or with a {igh, who diſcoyer their affe&ions 


*and idolize a face ten years together, without pretending to any other fruic by 
* their adoration, bur the ſight and entertainment of their Miſtreſs, My love, as.it 
*15 morereal, demandsalſo more reg] and-ſolid favors, and cannot feed upon thoſe 
* Chimera's which ſatisfie the imagination of theſe empty melancholly wits. Will 
*you have me ſet the dead has Sir, that among thoſe that love, ſome loye 
* ſimply out ofan affeRionto the thing beloved, and others out of love unto ws 

I 2 | Jelves 
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* {elves the firſt have no other aim but the perfeRion of their objeR, and ground 
* their happineſs only upon their own paſſion, they love (or believe they-love)a beau- 
* ty, notto be repaid with an affection by'the perſon thar poſlcſſes ir, bur meerly be- 
* cauſe they judge it lovely ; and theſe, Sir, merhinks are void of common ſenſe : The 
© |ater, to whoſe maxims 1 have alwaies {tiffely adhered, ſeek after a real good, and 
© their own contentment, 7s having only reaſon3ble opinions, and ſuch as natural in- 
©tin& is able ro furniſh them withal, They love, upon hope, thar they ſhall be 
© equally repaid, and tha: they ſhall raſte char happineſs in the enjoyment of the 
© thing belov'd, which they propoſed unto themſelves, betore they imbarked into 
© their paſſion; and theſe ingage nor themſelves ſo deeply, as ro continue their love 
© when they have loſt their hope : bur ler us leays both in their opinions, and let us 
©ſtick only upon what concerns you ; youthink, that by a ſweet pleaſing violence, 
*you ſhall offend her you love ; had you that conſideration when you pull'd her 
* out of the arms of her friends? or did you think you ſhould diſpleaſe her leſs by 
* thataRion, then bythis which would make her intirely your own? 
Ab! Aſtiages ( interrupted the other ) this thought alone makes me tremble , and 
conſider I pray you, that my Prince(s is not onely daughter to one of the greateſt Kings 
in the world,, but ſhe is the daughter of mine own King, and that the very attempt you 
propeſe, would deſerve a thouſand thunderbelts. 

ou ſhould have had this thoughr ( replyed Aſtiages ) before you came to the 
© rearms you are now upon , but inthe ſtate your affairs are at preſent, your condi- 
*tion cannot be worſe, and loſing no hope bur what you have already loſt, you ſhall 
*|abour your own ſatisfaRion, and enjoy a contentment for which you have forſaken 
*all others: 

But after all, ( ſaid the firſt ) what happineſ# can one taſte by forcing the poſſeſſion of 
a thing, in which the will alone gives all the ſweetneſs, and with what delight canone 
make much of the body, if the mind do net lend its conſent to welcome it > © They that 
* love, for the loye of themſelves, ( anſwered Aſtiages ) make no differetice in thar, 
*and favours are ſtill favours, which way ſoever they are obtained, think upon it 
*rherefore, $ir, {ince it js high time, and that all things are favourable ro you ; make 
* uſe of the power you have in this place, and conſider how great your grief will be 
* if you let (lip a prey out of your hands, which would never fall into them again. 
* I promiſe you, that after this aRion, you ſhall be poſleſſor both of the body and 
* minde together, for all that's paſt will vaniſh outof their memory, and ſhe will do 
*that by neceſliry, which ſhe would nor do by inclination, He made a ſtopat theſe 
*words, and ſeeing thatthe other anſwered him not, he continued on this manner : 
© Set before youreyes, Sir, the little = you have to enjoy her any other way, re- 
© member how many vain prayers you have ſpent ; how many unprofitable tears you 
© have ſhed, ler your paſt ſubmiſſions make you aſhamed, and bluſh for having ſub= 
* jeRed your ſelf ſo much, to her whoſe inſolent diſdaing make her almoſt unworthy 
* of your affection; talke np longer to her as a ſlave, but as a Maſter, and inſtead of 
* beleeching her as you have done hitherto, ſay boldly, 7 will, andif ſhe reſiſt after 
* that knowledge of your deſire, make uſe fearleſly of that power which the Heavens 
© have given you, and never apprehend the anger of the Gods, for a fault whereof 
* they themſelves have ſo often been your example. 

After thar the other had hearken'd ſome time to this Diſcourſe, coming of a ſud- 
den as it were out of a deep ſleep; Aff3ages ( ſaid he ) thou haſt overcome, thy reaſons 
are ſo ſtrong that it is impoſſible to defendones ſelf againſt them , and notwithſtanding all 
the refiftance I can make, I feel my ſelf ſo gently forced to conſent to what flatters me ſ0 
pleafingly, that it is very difficult for me not to yeild; Jle follow thy advice, and if the 
firſt means ( which Twill try yet for a while) prevail not, Ple have reconrſe to thine, 
and whatſoever comes on it, will accuſe none but thee of a fault I ſrall commit by thy per- 
ſwafions, * The Gods be thanked, ( replied Aftiages) who have at laſt given you 
© thoughts worthy of you, follow my counſel, Sir, follow it boldly, and ſpare not to 
* lay allthe faulr, and all the puniſhment you fear, upon me. Bt Sir, ( continued 
he, after he had held his peace a while ) we may perchance-ftay here too long, 3t it _ 
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dy late, and the Moon which begins to ſhine, will now diſcover to us the waies, which are 
ot wnknovwn tome; let's get out of this Wood, and return to thoſe in whom our ſtay may 
have bred ſome apprehenſions. 

Atthele words they aroſe, and Lyſimachs who believ'd ſo by the end of their dif- 
courſe, and by the noiſe they made in going away, roſeup alſo, The concluſion of 
their entertainment had informed him of the ill deſign they had, and — his 
affliction was able ro ſmother all other thoughts in him, his horrour of wicked aQi- 
ons made hitn reſolve to croſs their intention, and as much as poſſibly be could to 
hinder ir. The night being reaſonable dear, he followed them for ſome time, eying 
them ſtill before him , but in the end notwithſtanding all his care, he loſt ſight of 
them among the Trees : heendeavoureda good while to find thera again, bur after 
he had gone up and downthe wood to no purpoſe, he came to the bank of the Ri- 
ver, and knew the great Road to Babylon, and the path which led to Pel/emons houſe. 
Scarce had he gone fitty paces in it, but he met ſome of his own ſervants, who were 
come outto ſeek him, he quickly put them out of the trouble they had beenin, and 
return'd with them and Polemen, who was their guide to the houſe, which was noc 
far from thence, 

Though it was late when he came in, he would not go to bed, gor ſup, withour ſce- 
ing Oroondates, , when he knew by Araxes that he wasnot aſleep, bur would be ex- 
tream gladto ſee him , having expreſs'd much trouble for his abſence ſince ir was 
night. After he was entred into his Chamber, and that being come to his bedſide, 
they had embraced one another ; yell Lyſimachus, ( ſaid Oroondates to him ) what do 
the Gods ordain us ? © They have explain'd themſelves very ill, (anſwered Zyomachns ) 
* for their will is exceeding difficult to be underſtood : . I know not whether you will 
* be 2 better interpreter cthenI; and whether you can penetrate into the meaning of 
* the moſt obſcure Oracle that ever was. At theſe words, after having recounted his 
Journey, and his Encounter with the Stranger, he told him the words of the Oracle 
which he had moſt carefully remembred. Oroondates conſidered a while what expli- 
cation might be given them, and after he had muſed a izle, 1 know not ( ſaid he) 
what obſcurity = findin it, but merthinksthere was never a clearer one pronoun- 
ced, and that the Gods never diſcovered their wills more openly, nor more intelli- 
gibly. Let rhe dead( faies the Oracle ) wait for the duties of the living : Theſe words 
are all expounded of themſelves; the ſenſe without queſtion is, that choſe fair ſouls 


-expeR the laſt duties from us, and that the Gods reproach us for our ſlackneſs and 


delay. Andlet the living hope for the aſſiſtance of the dead : There is no doubt but that 
in what we have yer to do forthe ſacistation of thoſe dear ſpirits, their affiſtance 
is neceſſary for us, and if we be weak againſt ſuch powerful enemies, theremem- 
brance of thoſe we loy'd will infallibly redouble our Forces : This is that they come 
to offer us, andiis certainly the cauſe of the Viſions we ſaw this morning, Ir is by 
this affiſtance, that the dead ſhall build the fortunes of the living, and the living ſpall 


' eftabliſh the repoſe of the dead. All our fortune from henceforth tonſiſts in the death 


we ſeek, and therevenge we hopefor ; and by this revenge, and by the duties of bu. 
rial, we ſhall eſtabliſh the repoſe of theſe poor ſpirits, which wander yet about while 
their bodies are deprived of Funeral rites. Jn the mean time 7 will have the living 
live, and the dead reſt; and both the living -and the dead, expett my pleaſure pon the 
dA Euphrates. 1 ee more impoſlibilityin the execution of this co , then 
difficultyin the interpretation ofit : If the Gods will have me to live, they muſt re- 
ſtore me to my Pranceſs, as for the dead,they may ealily reſt, and expe their pleaſure, 
either upon the Banks of Z»phrates, or thoſe of Cocytas : and ſee dear Lyſimachas, 
how theſe poor ſouls obey them, and how, though deveſted of their bodies, they dare 
not forſake this place, carefully rendring to the Divinity, that duty which it yet exa&t- 
eth from them, Lyſmachxs confirm'd him ir this belief, and after fome diſcourſe 
they had upon that ſubjeR, he told him the ſeveral encounters he hgd in the Wood, 
He repeated part of the words, which with the name of Caſſandra, were ingraven 
uponthe Trees, and upon the Rock, and: then he related the conference of the two 
perſons, whom he had not been able to binder from their evil deſign. They _ 
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their wickedneſs together ; and Lyſimachw ſeeing it was very late, wiſh'd goodreſt 
to Oroondates, and fetired into his chamber, where after having eaten moderately, 
he went to bed, paſling the reſt of the night as he was accuſtomed to do, 

The next morning Araxes came to give him the good morrow-; and Zyſimachus 
after having enquired how his Maſter did ; I fear he is yet fo ill(added he char I ſhall 
not dare to beg the continuation of that Recital from him, which you began to me, 
ſuch a long-winded Diſcourſe would do Him a great deal of harm : But if you have 
ſtill the ſame deſire to oblige me you haveexpreſſed, 1 beſeech you to go on with ir, 
and tell me the reſt of a life, which is more dear to me, and more conſiderable then 


mine own, Araxes expeRted not to be more intreated ; 'but ſitting down in a chair, 


which was near his bed, after having thought a little what he had to ſay, he began to 
purſue his Relation on this manner, | -- 
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F you were touch'd by the beginning of my Diſcourſe, I doubt not but you will 

be ſo much more, by that wluch yer remains to be told you : Weare now going 

ro launch into the open ſea, and you will judge by the relt of this recital, that the 

ſmall misfortunes wherewith my maſter had hitherto been aſſaulted, were bur 
the Lightnings ofthat Thunder which threatned him, and the miſts which fore-ran 
that ſtorm which was to fall upon his head. _ You might ſpare me part of the things [ 
have to tell you, ſince without doubt you know them already ; but I will paſs them 
ſlightly over ; and will tell thoſe more at length which are unknown to you: 

Aſſoon as my Prince, with the death of valiant Afemnen, and the otherill news 
told you, had heard alſo of the diligence the two Kings us'd to racet, that they mighr 
decide the Empire of 4ſ5aby a ſecond battel, he was much afraid he ſhould not be 
PIR at that memorable day, and ſhewed his impatience ſo much by ſtraining his 
zorſes, and making them travel ſuch long journies, that he killd them within a few 
days , but having gotten others for money, and others again after them, we haſted 
on with ſo much ſpeed, reſting almoſt neither night nor day, that we came up to 
Dari his Army, the evening before that! bloody battel of 7/5. My maſter never- 
theleſs reſoly'd not to make himſelt known till after the tight, and todo Darins ſuch 
ſervice firſt, as might make his diſcovery more dear and welcome to him. 

Wearrived in a great Plain near the river Pindarns, time enough to ſee the Army 
paſs by in Battalia , and. becauſe their order in marching appeared to me extra- 
ordinary and magnificent, I obſeryed it very heedfully, and will tell it you in a few 
words, if you have not heard it already from ſomebody elſe. Daxins his Army was 
compoſed of the moſt part of thoſe ſeveral Nations that were under his ſubjection, 
at leaſt ofthoſe that were neareſt ro him, for the more remote, as the Aryacho/i- 
ans, Zogdians and Indians, were not ſummoned, becauſe of the haſte wherewith the 
King rais'd his Forces in that preſſing neceſſity. Of natural Perſians he had thirty 
thouſand horſe, and threeſcore and ten thouſand foot, all proper handſome men, 
gallantly mounted,and richly armed, The AZedes had brought ten thouſand bore, 
and fifty chouſind foot, The Batrians two thouſand horſe, arm'd with bartle-axes, 
andlictle light bucklers, ang ten thouſand foot arm'd in the fame manner, The Ar 
mMenians, 
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menians forty thouſand foor, followed by ſeven thouſand Hircaniap horſe, the brayeſt 
of the whole Army. The Dervices, a barbarous people, ſubjeR alſo to the King of 
Perſia, had no more then two thouſand horſe, bucforty thouſ:.nd foot, the greateſt 
part whereof, by reaſon of che ſcarcity of Iron intheir Country, were arm'd onel 

with Pikes and Javelins all of wood, having barden'd the points of them in the fire, 
From the Caſp1an Se2, and other Provinces of Aſia, there were come tour or five 
thouſind horſe, and ren thonſand foot. Belides the Forces which he had dr:wn our 
of the N:tions under his obedience, the King bad alſo thirty thouſand Greeks in pay, 
young valiant men, in whom he had a more perfe& confidence then in all the reſt. 
Thus have Ibriefly numbred the men whereot the Army was compoſed, their order in 
marching was this, Before all the Forces paſs'd the facred Fire ( which among the 
Perſians 1s held in particular veneration ) carried upon filver Altars, and followed by 
three hundred threeſcore and tive Mp who ſung after their uſual manner, and as 
many young men cloathed inpurple robes, this number being ordain'd, becauſe it is 
the ſime of the days that make upthe year, according tothe ancient ceremonies of 
Perſia. Theſe altars were followed by 7apiters Carre, drawn by twelve white hor- 
ſes, led by men in white robes, with golden ſwitches intheir hands. After the Carre 
came the largeſt and moſt beautiful hotſe that could be found, which they call'd the 
horſe of the Sun, not ridden, but led by men inthe ſame habit as the former. Then 
came the Kings renarmed Chariots, all glittering with gold and ſtones of price, much 
ficer for ornament then ſervice. The Cavalry of the ſeveral Nations, quite dif. 
ferent in their arms, cuſtomes and language, marched next, divided into many £qua- 
drons, whoſe number I need neither tell you, nor the names of thoſe that commin- 


ded hem: Iwill onely let you know, thar the firſt were thoſe the Perfcaxs call Im- 


mortals, a ſele& body, compoſed of ten thouſand men, cloathed in Caſſicks edg'd 
with gold, over which they had armes all gilt, and zbove them gre-trich chaines, 
wherwith chey adorn themſelves to go to fght,as ifthey went to ſome aſſerr bly of joy 
and triumph, . A little after them we ſaw the Doriphores appeare, (tis by that name 
they call the Kings kinſmen)being fifteen thouſand in number, more fir to adorn then 
to defend a Camp, the rior oftheir apparel, and the ſlighrneſs of their arms, making 
them almoſt uncapible to doe ſervice. My Maſter ſeeing them trick'd like women, 
looked upon them with ſcorn, - and quickly turn'd his eyes from them, to fix them up- 
on Darius,\whom he ſaw pals by, elevated highupon a Carre, wich much Pomp and 
Majeſty. 

This! Chariot was ſo ſparkling with Gold and Jewels, that it could not be beheld 
without dazlins, the (ides of it were inriched with many images of the Gods, imboſs'd 
in maſſe Gold, ina moſt rare and excellent forme; the Seat was covered with an 

le of the ſame metal, ſtretching out his wings to ſhelter the King from the Raine, 
the Sun, and other inconveniences of Weather. His habic was purple, imbroidered 
with little Suns of Gold, over which was a Mantle that reach'd to the very ground of 
Cloth of Gold, very light, buckled before with two Hawks made of Gold; who Gghe- 
ing together ſeem'd to hold each other faſt by the beak, in an exceeding rich Gar- 
dle hung a crooked Cymeter, ' whoſe Scabberd was of an entrie precious ſtone ; the 
Cidaris(as the Perfians call it)which he wore upon his head w:s of pure white Linnen, 
rowed with blew, but there appear'd very little of that, by reaſon of the great num- 
ber of Diamonds, and Poyropes wherewith it was beſet, The Chariot was inconi- 
paſſed with two hundred young Perſian Lords of the neareſt ro the Crown, and of 
the moſt eminent Families of the Kingdom, who being exempred from all command, 
becauſe of their youth, were to fighr near che Kings perſon , their Arms were-won- 
derfully rich, and their Javelins headed with Gold inſtead of Steel ,, theſe were fol- 
lowed by ten thouſand Pike-men ofthe Kings Guard, whoſe Pike heads were all of 
filver, and by four hundred of the Kings horſes, led in mens hands, after which follow- 
ed thereſt of the Infantry, | | 

About the diſtance of a furlong from the Rear of them, appear'd Queen Syſgam- 
biz in her Chariot, and Queen Ftatira her daughter inlaw tj rad and the two Prin- 
ceſſes likewiſe in theirs, accompanied with above forty others,which carried —_ 
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dies of Honour, and the chief Women that attended chem in that War, the reſt were 
on horſe-back,andin other Chariots which they call Armamaxa, wherein ordinarily 
are the Governours of the Kings children, and the Eunuchs of his houſe, who are not 
deſpiſedamong the Perſ;avs, as in other Nations : The Kings mony came after theſe, 
drawn or carried by ſix hundred Mules, and three hundred Camels, guarded by fiftega 
thouſand Archers, and ſome Squadrons of Cavalry. Then came without order a 
great number of Women, who accompanied their Husbands, or their Sons in 
that Voyage; andafeer all an infinite many ſervants and boyes, and all the Bag- 
gage, wherewith your Souldiers enriched themſelves within a few dayes after, 1 
could not much obſerve theſe laſt things that paſs'd before us, being obliged to fol- 
low my Maſter, who had not daign'd to conſider the reſt, when once his Princeſs was 
paſt ; he accompanied her with his eye, till he ſaw her __ with the Queens to go 
into the Pavilion, which was already prepared to receive them,and eafily to be known 
by a Sunmade with marvellous Arr, which was ſet upon the top of it within a Chry. 
ſtall. 
Though my Prince had very much adoe to conceal himſelf longer from her, for 
whom alone he h2d conferv'd his life ; yet having taken a reſolution ( as Itold you ) 
to make himſelf conſider ble once . -1 to Daring, before he difcoyered himſelf, he 
perſiſted in his deſign of expeRing firſt the iſſue of che Barrel, and ſeeing the nigh 
approach,that he might be the farther from the King,and from thoſe that might know 
him, he thought beſt to quarter among the Athenians, who were under the Kings pay, 
and whom Patro their Commander had recruited ſince that facall night, wherein my 
- Prince had defeated them, while they ſo gallantly defended Darixe his tents. Oroonda- 
tes diſcovered himſelf onely to Patro, androok of hima horſe of ſervice,fit forthe oc- 
caſion he thought he ſhould have ; but within a little after, we diſencamped, and 


while it was night, poor Darizs ill counſelled, and impatient of a ViRtory, which he 


held for certain, fearing leſt Alexander ſhould eſcape him, advanced forwarder, 
and ingaged himſelf in narrow places, which cauſed him theloſs of the battel. My Ma» 
ſter knew well the fault he committed, and advertiſed Parr of the diſadvantage that 
ground would: bring him, _ for. indeed, if in the Plain he quitted, he had imbacreled 
that infinite number of men and horſes, whereof his Army wes compoſed, and had ex. 
peRed you in good order, withour precipitating himſelf as he did between the Sea,cthe 
Mountain, and the River Pindarns, he might commodiouſly have made uſe of all his 
Forces : whereas having engaged himſelfin thoſe ſtrait, uneven paſſages, your ad- 
vantage was equal rorhis, and your men came upin Front againſt the firſt of ours, who 
could be bur very litcke ſuccoured by the bodies that followed them, beſides thar, the 
Infantry whereof your Army chiefly conſiſted, fought with leſs confuſion in thoſe nar- 
row places, then our Cavalry could do. 

- Darins , Artabaſus, and Mazems, found the Errour as ſoonas it was break of day, 
when they ſaw Alexander nearer then they beliey'd him, They would have retired to 
give themſelves more room, but*twas two late, and rhe Armies were already fo cloſe 

2r, that there was no more poſlibility of going back, nor of prolonging the de- 
{tiny of fo many Per/;z: as periſhed in that bloody day. 


. -Iwill not tell you the particularities of a Batrel, 'in which you without doubt were 


one of the firſt, you know both the beginning, and the ſucceſs of it, you ſhall onely 
hearfrom me, tha in the firſt skirmiſhes, my Prince having left the - Athenians, went 
and purhimſelf among the young Perſia Nobility who fought. without any com- 
mand; either near.the Kings perſon, or in other places where they thought there was 


-more danger to be hazarded, and more glory to be acquired, He was mounted upon 


Patro's horſe, which was a wondetful'brive and fiery one, his Armour was black, his 


Coatof Armes and Plumes, and the Horſe Tail that ſerv'd him for a Creſt, were all 
of. the ſame colour, for ſince the death-of Artaxerxes, he would never wezre any 0- 


ther: I never ſtirr'd one ſtep from him, andI ſaw him do things, which to ſay truth, 


-ſurptſ{s'belief, Good King Daris did very gallantly in his own perſon, inſomuch 
that you know he cloſed up to Alexander himſelf, and that they had fought ſome 
rime-without advantage, when they were parted withthe throng ot their Forces , but 
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in that ſeparation Darius was thrown our cf his Chariot, and ſurrounded with a 

reat number of Macedonians, who would certainly have {lain him , if he had not 
= reſcued by my Maſter , who fought hard by him, and hearing the report of that 
great Kings danger , which came from one to another, turn'd his horſe furiouſly a- 
Sainſt thoſe that were about him, and encountring Philoras, the firſt, and the moſt ea- 

er to have caken him , he ruſh'dupon him ſo violently, that he ſent him among the 
Forks feet ; he alſo overturn'dClyrx with his, and makingroom which way ſoever 
hemoyed , ſcattered that cloud ſo well, that he got Darizs from amongſt them, and 
making me ſtop Philotas his horſe , he gave him leafure co mount him again; ſcarce 
had hedone him that ſervice, when Alexander fierce inthe purſuit, return'd himſelf 
co the ſame plce, my Prince knowing the danger the King might run, ſecured himin 
a ſquadron of his men, and turning about to Alexander, went to receive that famous 
Conqueror with an incredible joy. | 

That was the firſt time I ever ſaw him, andifIremember well, his headpiece, 
and thereſt of his armour wereof ſuch bright and polliſh'd ſteel, char the Sun-beams 
&riking dire&tly upon them, made it almoſt impoſſible for ones eyes to endure to be- 
hold him. He was all enrich'd with Jewels', and his Coat of Arms embroidered with 
Diamonds; his Cask was covered with great white Feathers, with a horſe-rail in the 
midſt of them as white as ſnow , and which reached almoſt to the Crupper of that he 
rode, This greas Prince did not diſdain an enemy like my Maſter , and knowi 
thac it was he who had diſmounted Cyrus, and Philot as, and ſaved Darixs from the 
atrempts of the Aſacednians, he clave the preſs of his own forces,to make way to him. 
Their ſhock indeed was very ſtrange, and their horſes having met head to head, Buce- 
phalus had the advantage of my Maſters, and thruſt him back upon his gaskins, but @70- 
ondares ſpurring him up again, and ruſhing cloſe to Alexangers right fide, ran bim into 
the thigh with his Javelin, and coming up to him again, cut the ſtraps of his Cask, with 
a ſlaſh of his Sword, and ſhewed his head bare co all chat were about him ; *cwas then 
indeed that Alexander was in great danger , but he was quickly relieved by his own 
Soldiers , who got before him, and all rogether charged Oroondates, and thoſe that 
were with him, 

Here Lyfmachus interrupting Araxes, O Gods ! (ſaid he) what's this 7 hear from 
you | that Cavalierin black, armony , who wounded Alexander , and did ſo many gallant 
things in that battel, was he your Prince then? *© It waseven he, anſwered Araxes. 7 am 
witneſs, ( added Lyſimachus ) of ſome of his aftions, and I was one of thoſe that were near- 
eft to Alexander when he was wounded. 1 was likewiſe one of them that firſt oppoſea his 
fury , my did T eſcape ſome of his blows , he beat down alſo Craterus and Neoptolemus, 
in our ſight ,, and I muſt tell you true, that Prolemeus, Seleuchus and my ſelf, were much 
taken with his courage , and would not ſuffer him to be perſecuted ſo eagerly, as without 
doubt he would have been but for our hindrance. Our King, Who without knowing hin, 
gave him very great praiſes , ſhew'd himſelf pleas'd with us for that attion, and called not 
of him bg as a prodigy , or a man ſent by the Gods for the defence of the Perſians, ©* My 
* Prince | Inte Araxes) hath more obligations to you that you know not ; *ewas 
* thereby you were to knit this friendſhip, which ought to laſt aslong as your lives,and 
F N was only your own vertue that gave youa love to his, which was ſo profitable to 
* him, | 

True it is that I perceivedthe AZacedonians purſued us but coldly, and my Maſter 

in -his retreat took notice of their remiſneſs , which he imputed not unto that cauſe : 
He retired, but he retired like a Lion,and knowing that the King wasin a place of ſafe- 
ty, after many warnings and ſignals to come off, he yielded rothe number of Conque- 
rors, and to the darkneſs which began to overſpread the earth, and rob the Aſacedon-* 
ns of a part of their Victory. ' Yet was it ſo greatan one, that Darixs loſt a hundred 
and ten thouſand men, his Chariot of War, and all. his Equipage, except what he had 
tkefrat Damaſcus, which after the taking of that Town, fell all likewiſe into your hands, 
My Maſter overpreſſed with grieffor = unhappineſs of Perſ6a, of its King,and of the 
whole Royal Family, which was reduced unto ſo fad a Condition, would not forfake 
them in their misfortune, butreſolyed to periſh with them , ſince Love, — 
= K an 
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and honour obliged him to- accompany them unto the utmoſt, In this deſign he 
commanded me to follow him, and not ſo much ?s enquiring after his own ba 89ge, 
which we had left ſome days journeys off, he crofſed over the Camp, into which your 
Soldiers already came thronging, andinforming himſelt of thoſe thar fled, which way 
the King had raken , he followed the track of him cill the obſcurity ofthe night would 
no lopger ſuffer him to have the leaſt ſighe of ir. The darkneſs ſtopt him not, nor 
the wearineſs of his horſe, wounded with ſome lighr hurts, he had alſo received a 
few himſelf, bu ſuch inconſiderable ones, thar for the preſent he was but little troubled 
with them. We continued our way , committing our ſelyesto the tuition of the 
Gods , from whom my Prince implored no other fayour bur to ſee his Princeſs again, 
and that poor King oppreſſed with ſo many loſſes. Hisgrief kept him from ſpeaking, 
and his courage from making lamentations ——_—— him, bur by ſighs drawn from 
the botrom of his heart, he expreſled che nature of his aMiction ſo movingly, that all 
the nightlong [ durlt nor open my mouth to interrupt him, You your ſelt may 
judge whar his thoughts were , and in what manner he bore the ruine of a Family he 
had ſodearly loved. The Countrey through which we rode was very rough and un- 
even, and the trouble ofthe dark , rogether with that of the way, would perchance 
have made us fall into ſome precipice, if we had notofren beenovertaken by runa- 
ways, after whom we went ſtill enquiring news of the King, Queens, and Princeſſes, 
At break of diy we ſaw a body of Horſe appear, which retired before us, and ſtraining 
our Horſes to ger up tothem, we reached them within alittle while. Ir was Prince 
Oxyartes , Darixs his brother, with Afithranes , the Eunuch Bagoas, and Patro, he 
to whom alone my Maſter had m:de himſelf known before the batted, They were 
followed by two or three hundred horſe, among which we mixt our ſelves withour 
ſhewing our faces, or diſcovering who we were, till Patroobſerving my Maſters arms, 
and rhe horſe he h1d given him , after he had looked a while upon him, doubted nor 
at all burthat*rwas he. Aſſoon as he believed it cerrain, he cryed ovt with ſome kind 
of joy, andriding up to Prince Oxyartes, Ha ! Sir, (faid he) See here the protefting 
Angel of the Royal Family , he who yeſterday preſerved our King , and did things that 
ſurpaſs mans belief ;, thoſe are his very arms , and that the very horſe [ gave hins before 
the battel , and which he made nſe of ſo gloriouſly for himſelf , and fo fortunately for us, 
Withthefe words drawing near my Maſter,he himſelf diſcovered his face to him, and 
filled 9xyartes, andallthe reſt with joy and aſtoniſhnient, He had already learned 
from him , that char gallant man to whom Perſia was ſo much indebted for the ſafety 
of its. King, and for ſo many brave Actions as he had done in favour ofit, wasthe 
noble Oyotes, for whom the whole Court had wore mourning, and who had been ab- 
ſolarelychought buried with Artaxerxes.This fight ſurprized them ſo,that the remem- 
brance of their preſent fortune could not hinder chem trom mixing a great deal of 
joy, among the thoughts of their ſorrowful condition. Oxyartes embraced hima 
long rime wich demonſtrations of friendſhip , which drew ſome tears from both, 7 
always hoped moſt brave Orontes, ( faid Oxyartes to him ) that if you weregve , you 
wonld not forſake 4 in the misfortunes which the heavens have precipitated us into ,, comr, 
come ſee a King yet onceagain , who as well as his whole Family, is indebted to you for his 
life , which the Gods have preſerved only to ſerve for matter of your glory, your ſight will 
comfort him in his loſſes , and your =.” 4 will raiſe his hopes avain, which were ready t- 
terly to forſake him. 

My Maſter anſwered with all the expreſſions which the ſence of ſo much kindneſs 
could furniſh him with , and after the firſt civilities and embraces of the chief men of 
that Troop, Oroondates with imnpatiency asked news of Darixes , and of his Family., 
Oxyartes anſwered him, as they tl rode on their way, the Kings confidence of an in- 
fallible victory, perſwaded him to rake the Princeſſes along with him in his army, 
withour providing for their ſecurity; bur affoon as he begin to doudt of it, by reaſon 
of the diſorder he perceived amongſt his forces, he called Megabiſes, and the Ennuch 
Tyreas, and commanded them to fetch them out of their Tents, and to condu&. 
thern fecretly, and ſpeedily towards Damaſcus, whither moſt part ofthe Court-Ladies 
were retired, and giving them three thouſand Horſe for their Convoy, he recom- 
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ded them to the great Oroſmades , and then taking care of the battel again, he enga- 
ged himſelf among the enemies , where he had undoubtedly been loſt, if you had noc 
reſcued him by effets of more then human valour, afterwards being forced to 
yield to his ilt fortune, and to the prayers ot thoſe about him, he ſent me word b 
Bagoas, that he was going towards Vncha, a little Townuponthe bank of Pindarns,. 
ſome four hours riding from this place, and that he would expe& news of us, and of 
the Ladies, inalittle wood we know , and which is not aboye ten or twelve furlon 
from thence, but ſq privateand retired from the abode of men, that he could not have 
choſen a more convenient one to avoid the purfuit of his enemies, and to fit himſelf at 
that Town with freſh horſes, and things neceſſary for his retreat; this is known but to 
very few, and I diſcover it only to them whoſe friendſhip and fidelity I am well ac- 
quainted with, After this diſcourſe they redoubled their pace; but my Maſter by hear- 
ing of this news, was put into great perplexity , his love perfwaded him to leave the 
way toward Darins , and run thatwhich led unto the Princeſles, and to that purpoſe 
he was often ready to go from Oxiartes, that he might follow the incitements of his 
paſſion, but the conſideration of his honour quickly baniſhed that thought , and 
made him ſacrifice his Intereſts to the care of his xeputation , and to the remembrance 
of Darius his misfortunes, beſides, he call'd ro mind , that whether O:xyartesand 
thoſe thataccompanied him , interpreted his departure according to the truth, or ac- 
cording to other appearances, the judgement they ſhould make of it either way, could 
not bur be hurttull co his repoſe, and diſadvantageous to his glory. With this laſt reſo- 
lution he purſued the way in which Bageas, and ſome guides conduRted us : And to be 
brief,we came before it was noon to the wood, where the King was retired two hours 
before. Our Guides, who knew the ſecter pathes, after many turnings, brought us 
into the thickeit part of all , cloſe by a fountain, upon the ſide whereof we found the 
King, attended only by Mazens, A rtabaſus, Ar ohort anus, Roxana's facher, and abour a 
ſcore of his molt Ar & Officers, and ſuch as had been moſt diligent in following 
him. Thar great Prince was fer at the foot of a tree, upon the mantles of ſome of 
his ſervants, leaning his cheeks upon both his hands, along which one might perceive 
ſome tears tall to the ground : thoſe that were with him ſtood waiting round abour, 
ſeconding his ſorrow with a profound ſilence , and ſuch an unmoveableneſs, as made 
them ſeem ſo many Starues. Thoughthe King was deeply buried in his thoughts, he 
was raiſed out of them by the noiſe of our;horſes, and being ſurpriſed with a kind of 
fear , ſtarted up from the place where he fate, but aſſoon as he knew his brother, and 
ſome of the reſt, his apprehenſion vaniſhed,and he came a few ſteps forward to receive 
him , but with fo ſad a countenance, that I eaſily found his heart, as Royal and as ge- 
nerous /as it was, could not hold out againſt ſuch violent aſſaults of fortune, Aftera 
ſalute intermingled with ſighs, and with ſome tears, the King embracing the chief of 
our company, caſt his eyes upon Orvondates , and obſerving his arms rather then his 
face, 0 Gods, (cryed he,ſtepping backa little) 7s not that the man, or rather the God, that 
{aved me ſo miraculonſly , and did attions for my relief , that ſurpaſs the ability of men? 
*It isthe ſame ( a»/weredOxyartes ) and moreover he is a perſon very dear to youfor 
* many obligations of the like nature, Atrheſe words my Maſter having pull off his 
head-peace , caſt himſelf at his feet, and taking his hand, kiſſed it with much reve- 
rence and affe&ion, 

Darius atlaſt opened hiseyes, and looking more earneſtly upon him , knew him to 
be the fame 07ontes to whole loſs he had given ſome of thoſe tears , which he ſhed for 
Artaxerxes;, nay, that Orontes , who not content to have preſery'd his wife, his mo- 
ther, his ſon, and his daughters by ſo many a&ts of tranſcendent vertue , was come as 
it were out ofthe lower Forld to ſave him likewiſe , out of a danger whence nothing 
but the proteRting God of his Family could have delivered him. Aske me nothow 
aſtoniſhed he was, you may conceive that ſufficiently your ſelf, and'twill be enough 
for me to tell you, rhat if he had not been upheld by a tree cloſe by him, he wasal- 
ready dejeRed enough, notto bear ſo ſtrangea ſurpriſe without falling backward;and 
truly he was longer before he recovered his ſpirit, in that unexpeRed encounter, then 
in all the former accidents of his life ; burtinthe end comming out of his deep amaze- 
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ment, and lifting his hands and eyes to heaven, Great Oroſmaaes ( cryed he ) ſince thou 
haſt reftored me the [aviour of my houſe ,, all Alexanders ſucceſs does no longer terrifie 
me, and 1 by thy goodneſs find that = to revive in me , which but even now was quite 
extinzuifhed : And then turning toward my Prince, who was ſtill upon his knees before 
him, and bedewing his face with intermingled tears of griefand joy. My Angel 
Guartian( ſ1id he to him ) who never forſakeft us in thoſe extremities, wherein we have 
weed of thy aſſiſtance; My Son, my dear Orontes, or rather my dear Artaxerxes, ſince 
the Gods taking hint away from me, have in thee left me the better part of him, and alſo of 
my ſelf ,, come take again the ſame place in my affeftion, and likewiſe in my Court, which [ 
had given thee , and Which cannot Without injuſtice be poſſeſſed by any man but thee alone, 
Though theſe words pronounced with an excels of affection, and an infinite number of 
embraces, were able to hive drawn the envy of all the by-ſtanders, and particularly of 
Oxyartes, yet was he ſo generally beloved, and his vertue fo perfectly known, that nei- 
ther he, nor any of the reſt, made the leaſt ſhew that thoſe kindneſles had diſpleaſed 
them, and I know not whether they gave my Maſter the boldneſs ro do what he did, 
or that he had ſo reſolved before ;, bur I ſaw him do an aCtion, and heard him bring 
forth words, whicheither his deſpair, or his confidence in the Kings affeQtion drew 
from his mouth, when leaſt expected ir 
The King ſtill embracing him with much tenderneſs, and again calling him his dear 
Artaxerxet , endeayoured to raiſe him from the ground , but my Prince continuing 
{till opon his knees, © NoSir, (/aid he, with a louder voyce then ordinary) do not ſo light- 
* ly give that name to him you know not yet , and who muſt loſe it preſently , as alſo 
; 56. he hath hicherto taken upon him,cogether with his life and your affe&tion: Thar 
* which he has done for you , ought to have been done by any Prince, and by all yer- 
* cuous' perſons ; bur that which his friends have done againſt you , cannot be repaired 
* but by theloſs of thar which is deareſt torhem : In ſhort, Sir, I come not hither to 
© demand recompence for what 1 have done for you, but to receive puniſhment for 
* what they have done againſt you, and co eaſe your preſent and paſt aflitions , by 
* the ſatisfactidn you may receive in revenging. Artaxerxes, and ſo many thoufand 
* men as waited upon him to his grave. The King of Scythia has robbed you of a 
*$on that was perfeRly worthy to be loved : Do you take a Son from him whom he 
* loves moſt perfeRly, and by a lawfull exchange, puniſhin the perſon of his Son, the 
* murtherer of yours. In the falſe Oronres, you behold the true Oroondates, Oroondates 
* Son to the King of Seythia, your mortal enemy : Oromdates, who burning with loye 
* for the Princeſs Statira, ever ſince thar facal night chat gave him entry into your 
* tents, changed both his name and quality to ſerve her, though utterlyunworthy , 
* and under that deceit hath abuſed your real affe&tion. In fine, Oromdares ( who 
© hath perfe&Rly honoured both you and yours, but has not been able to ſave you and 
* yours from the damage you have received by his friends) did believe while your 
* loſſes were equal, that without crime he might avoid the puniſhment of choſe he had 
*innocently commitred : but ſince the King of Scythia has bereft you of a Son whom 
*youloved, who loved him, and whom he loved above himſelf, he thinks he ought 
- *no longer to ſhelter his from your juſt indignation, and hide him nnder the name of 
* a perſon whom you have honoured with your affeRion, | 
He would have ſpoken longer, if the King, more aſtoniſhed then if he had beenin 
another world, had not retired a ſtep or two, folding his arms upon his breait, and con- 
ſiderins him twice or thrice from head to foot, with eyes and with a countenance 
which ſufficiently teſtified the alterations of his mind, and the ſeveral thoughts where- 
with he was affiulted. All chat were preſent, were as much ſurpriſed as he,and looking 
upon one another with admiration , expected the event wth doubt and impatience. 
When the King, after having a while balanced his hatred to X/athexs,with the love he 
dore 7r-.zres,and the injuries he had received from the former in the death of his Son, 
and ſo many thouſands of his Subjes, with the ſervices the latter had done him in 
his. own preſervation, and that of all his family , and beſides, conſidering with what 
a grace, and whar a greatnels of courage he came to ſubmit himſelf to him, at a time 
when nothing could make him feek his friendſhip or allyance but his meer genero- 


lity, 


Book Ill, CASSANDRA. 69 


ſity, he yielded in the end toſo many motives, to his own inclinations to Qroztes, and 
ro the incitements of his own yertue ;, and coming towards him again, he raiſcd him 
up by the arm , and afcer baving kiſſed his cheek , he ſaid to him with much gravity, - 
accompanied with a certain ſweetneſs, which was very natural to bim : The Gods, 
Prince Oroondates , ſend an adaition to my afflittions, by giving me the kxowledge of you, 
at a time wherein I cannot, as I could have wiſhed, expreſs how cenſiderable it isto me, and * 
if you judge not of my heart by the generoſity of your own, you will without doubt believe 
that the neceſſity of his affairs , his weakneſs, and the fear of his enemies, make a conquers 
ed Kizg , drveſted of the beſt part of his eſtates, and abandoned by his friends, and ready to 
fall himſelf into the power of his adverſaries , receive a friendſhip now, which the hatred 
of our families, and the loſs of adear Son, might perchance have made him rejctt in his 
proſperity , but if with the Royal dignity, which the Gods have net yet taken from me, 
they have alſo leſt any credit tothe word of a King , 1\wear to you by Oroſmades , thar 
knowing you as1 do, in what condition ſoever 1 had been, the loſſes I have ſuſtained 
by your Father , ſhould never have extinguiſhed mine inclinations to ”—_ ſelf; nor 
ſhould the injuries I have received from him , ever have blotted ont the obligations 1 
have to you. 

T his is all I can proteſt to you , inthe ſtate you nov behold me ; and if you can yet de« 
fire the allyance of a Prince , reduced ty ſuch pitiful tearms , I offer it to you with prote- 
ſtation , that by my conſent , the daughter of mine which you honour with your affettion, 
frall never be but yours , and that 1 Will no longer efteem you but as my Son , and us the 
perſon that is deareſt ts me in the whole worla, 

My Prince more over-joyecd then one can imagine, at ſuch obliging words,and ſuch 
advantageous promiſes, caſt himſelf at his feet again, and embraced his knees with 
tranſports of an incredible affeRion : but the King having helped him up, embraced 
him tenderly, and then O:xyartes followed his example, and all the reſt were preparing 
themſelves to do him honour, and torejoyce attheir knowledge of him, as much as 
their preſent ſorrow would permit, when they ſaw a Troop of horſemen come toward 
them, whom they preſently knew to be Megabi(es, 2nd ſome of thoſe that had accom- 
panied him to convoy the —_ and Princeſſes, This ſight made the King to ſtar- 
tle, and going towards him without ſtaying till he came up ; ell, Aegabiſes, ( cryed 
he to him ) here are the Ladies ? Megabiſes caſting down his eyes, anſwered him 
with a trembling voyce, * Alas !Sir, They are no longer ours. How ! ( replyed the 
King, very much troubled ) Are they no longer ours? *© No, Sir, (ſaid Aegabi[es) They 
*are Alexanders Priſoners. Alexanders Priſoners? cryed the King again. * Yes, Sir, 
*( anſwered AMegabiſes ) for ſcarce had I gotten them five hundred paces from the 
*Camp, to condu them to Damaſcus, as your Majeſty had commanded me , but 1 
* was followed by Parmenio with part of Alexanders Cavalry ; we could not make 
© our retreat from them by reaſon of the Ladies, and of the incumbrance of their Cha- 
*riots, ſo that we were conſtrain'd to ſuſtain the ſhock of the valianteſt Afacedenians : 
* they fought like gallant men, and the Deriphores your Majeſty pave me, like fearſul 
* women, who after a faint reſiſtance, faced ſhametully about, and Parmenio not trou- 
* bling himſelf ro purſue them, ran to thefair prize they had abandoned : The Gods 
* are my witneſſes , 1 would have periſhed there , if my death could have donethe . 
* Queens any ſervice ; but ſeeing my ſelf alone , and wounded in tive or fix places, I 
* thought fit ro imploy the life 1 had left, intelling you what perchance you might 
* have heard from ſome other body with lels certainty. 

The King hearkned not to theſe laſt words , but being too ſenſible of this new 
aſſault of fortune , he threw himſelf upon the ground , and muffling himſelf with his' 
mantle, began to lament with ſighes and groans, which would bave rent the moſt 
ſtony hearts with pity. | 

My Prince leaning againſt an Oak , and croſling his arms , lifted his _ pitifully 
to heaven, and in his thoughts accuſing it for that ſodain alteration of his tortune, 
expreſs'd his grief more truly by his looks, and by hisfilence, then he could have done 
by all the words in the world. Oxyartes, Cohortanxs, and Artabaſus, accompanied his 


ſorrow with theirs, and all chere preſent were ſo ſtricken and confounded , that = 
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and deſolation never appeared ina more perie&t form, The King after having con- 
tinned ſome time in the poſture I have told you, diſcovered his face, and fitting up- 
right: Jt 5s too mach, O Fortune * ( cryed he) ir is 100 much ; though thou didjt per- 
ſecute me 4s 4 King, thou oughteſt to have ſparcd me as a private man, and to have content- 
ed thy ſelf with the loſs of my eſtates , without burthening me alſo with the loſs of my fami- 
ly : It was enough that Alexander trinmphed over my Empires , thou need'ft not have 
made him alſo triumph over the honour of my daughters, and over mine own too, and thou 
ſrouldeſt have been ſatisfied with bringing him into my Throne , without bringinging him 
likewiſe into my very bed | | x 

This thought violently tormenting him, made him do things miſ-becoming the gr2- 
vity and dignity of fo great a Perſonage, he tore his hair and his clothes, and jealouſic 
made him utter ſuch deſperate words, that all that were preſent trembled for tear, and * 
wept for comp ſflion, When he was a little fertled, he made Megabiſes begin his res 
lation again ; but not having patience to hear the end ofit, Ab !Coward, ( cryed he 
to him ) haſt thou then preferr d a ſhameful infamoxs life , before a brave and glirions 
death , and when thou might ſt have fallen ſo honourably at the foot of thy Queen , couldeſt 
thou deſire to prolong thy days only to ſhorten mine , by ſo fatal a news, and ſo prejudicial 
to my honour and quiet ? With theſe words darting a furious look at him, he put 
his hand upon the hilt of his Sword , but AZegabi/es quite beſide himſelf with tear, got 
our of his preſence, and by that ſecond flight eſcaped the danger that threatned 
him. | 

I could not in this aceident but admire my Maſters courage, and the power he h1d 
over himſelf : I doubted not, having ſo much knowledge of his love, but that his 
Srief was at leaſt equal to that of Darizs, yet how violent ſoever it was, his con- 
ſtancy of minde was fo preit, that he never _ one word that could accuſe him of 
weakneſs , or increaſe the afiRion ofa King , who being both Husband, Son and F:- 
ther, ſeem'd utterly to give himſelf over ro it, Whenhe faw the firſt brunt of his 
ſorrow a little paſt, he came upto him with a wonderful temper, and faid with a fa- 
ſhion which diſcovered the greatneſs of his courage, * Sir, although my paſlion for 
* the Princeſs your daughter , and the favour your Majeſty has lately granted me , had 
* not made me ſo highly concerned in this your laſt and greateſt loſs , the gods can tell 
© how large a ſhare 1 ſhould cake in your affiftion, and with whar pleature I ſhould 
*lay down my life to recover the repoſe of yours. The truth ofthis, and the Ho- 
© nour I hope your Majeſty will do mein believingir , give me the boldneſs to repre- 
*ſent unto you, that it is no longer with tears you muſt remedy your misfortunes; 
© they are nor perchance ſo great as your apprehenſion imagines them : though "4- 
* lexander be a Conquerour, and young, yet he is a Prince and vertuous; he in the per- 
* ſon of the Queens and Princeſſes, will without doubt conſider the Royal dignity, 
\ * and the care of his own reputation, In the mean time your Majeſty may re-de- 
* mandthem of him, and offer him Treaſures and Provinces for their ranſom : I will 
* accompany your Ambaſſadors, and viſit them unknown, to whom your intereſts and 
* my pafſion make me flye; if your offers cannot move him, and it by my careful en- 
* deavours I cannot releaſe thoſe Illuſtrious Priſoners out of his power , 1'll either kill 
* that Conqueror with this hand , which he hath already telr, and reſtore a calm to 
*your Eſtates, or dye gloriouſly , diſputing with him. the laſt drop of my blood, 
*che price of my ſervices , and the fruit of that infinite favour your Majeſty has grant- 
*ed me. 

The King hearkned attentively tohim, and caſting his arms about his neck , 7 4 
»ot doubt, Son, ( ſaid he ) b»t that you love us very much ; and that you Would caſt your 
{elf into any danger for perſons that are ſo dear to you ; neither did I expeF any thing 
{rem you , but ſuch effefts as are ordinary with you , and I ſhould rather hope to regain 
my quiet by your aſſiſtance , then by the help of all my Forces; but how great a change 
foever your valonr might bring unto my fortune , 1 canuot reſolve to let you go away 
from me, in a ſeaſon wherein your fioht is ſo dear, and your conſolation ſopleaſing to 
me : We may uſe ſome other remedies , and how liyw ſoever I ſeem , I have yet pi\verfal 
means to riſe again, for thongh Alexander hath ſciſed on a part of my Dominions, 1 
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have ſtill ten times as much as ever his Anceſtors poſſeſſed; I am going towards the Eu- 
hrates , where I can yet raiſe a million of men, and will cover the fields of his new Con- 
queſt, with ſuch vaſt numbers, that in ſpite of all his fortune, ll make him kno\y the dif 


ference there is between the Pertian Monarch, and a petty King of Macedon, 


«While you are making thoſe Levies ( replyed 0roondares ) 1'1l labour for the deli- 
*verance of the Princeſſes, and if Alexander reſtore them willingly ro your Am- 
« baſſadors, I'll wait upon them to your Majeſty, not that I can leave youin this - 
* condition , withour a very ſenſible grief , nor that my paſſion could draw me from 
«you, if my misfortune, and the King my fathers obſtinacy, had nor made me unable 
« to ſerve your Majelty with more than mine own perſon, for the King of Scythia's 
* hatred, and my knowledge of his nature, hinders me from offering you hs aſfi- 
*ſtance, ſince then I can be no otherways uſetul here, then asaſingle perſon, be plea- 
ſed ro give me leave to 50 to Alexander, where I may ſerve you' with much more 
* efficacy. Your Majeſty ſhall give no Battel , wherein, if I am alive, 1 will not fighr 
*þy your fide, and poſſibly before you arein thoſe rearms, I may have made an end of 
* all your Wars alone, . | 

They had yet ſome other conteſtations, which the hazard the King mighr run if he 
ſhould have ſaid longer ſo near his enemies, madethem puran end to, and my Ma- 
fer having at laſt obtained his permiſſion to go to Alexander's Camp , perſwaded the 
King to get upon freſh horſes which were brought him, and having taken his leave 
of him, of O:xyartes, and the whole company with many tears, he ſaw them take 
their way toward the Euphrates , ſtaying bebind with Afithranes , and thoſe thar 
were to accompany him in the Embaſſie, Wetollowed the poor King with our eyes 
and thoughts , and my Maſter having loſt ſight of him , appeared fo ſad, and ſo :MiR- 
ed, thatif his grief had nor beenabared by the hope of ſeeing his Princeſs quickly, he 
had been utterly uncapable of any comfort, - ; 

After this parting, I begantorhink upon our wounds, not judging that my Prince 
ought in that condition to ingage himſelf among rhe enemies , where perchance he 
might not find that help, and that repoſe which was neceſſary for his cure; he gave 
ear unto my reaſons, and riding with A£thranes toward thar liccle Town, which was 
not far off, we got thither wichih an hour : there we had our wounds dreſſed , and 
reſted che remainder ofthat day , andthe day following, The morning after we re- 
ceived a Letter which Darizs had written to Alex@#der, and another ro the Queens, 
to give the more credence to my Maſter ; that good King knowing they would not be 
unprofitable for him , and believing he would be glad co carry them himſelf, bur the 
next day Alexander s forces under the command of Crater , came and ſummoned 
that lictle Town, which finding it ſelf roo weak to ſuſtain ſo muchas their approaches, 


. caſt irſelf into the arms ofthe Conquerors. 


We had liberty to march away , and going out in the ſame equipage we came in, 
we berhoughr our ſelyes of another retreat , where we mightſtay the cure of our 
wounds, which were not great, but grown much worſe by our want of care to get them 
look'd to intime. We learn'd of the Aſacedothians, that Alexander was gone toward 
Harathen , which he already cauſed to be beleaguered, with anintent to be ar the 
Siege inperſon, though he was very much troubled with thewound in his thigh, and 
that he had ſent Parwenio with part of the Army to Damaſcus, where all the remain- 
ing wealth of Darius bis Army , with the wives ofthe Princes and Satrapes of Per- 
fa, were under the charge of A4rtaban the Governour of that Town, My Maſter 
= J- very unfic to perform his Embaſtie to Alexander , was by this news per- 

ed to put himſelf into Damaſcxs , which was not abovea days journey and an 
half from us, with an intention to ſtay there cill his wounds were cured , to ſee the 
fair Barſina , widow to the valiant Afemnox, and many other Ladies of his acquain- 
tance, to whom his afſiſtance might perchance be neceſſary in ſuch an encounter; but 
his laſt and chiefeſt motive was a deſign touſe his urmott endeavours to do Darins 
fome ſervice in'the conſervation of that place , which was of ſo high conſequence, 


. and though irong enough to endure a Siege , yet he feared in ſome danger of being 


loſt, for having formerly known Ar:aban in the Court, he who could very well judg of 
men 
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men, had obſerved ſomething in his carriage, which made him believe ſo greata truſt 
might have been put into better bands. 

Theſe conſiderations made him take the reſolution of going thither, yet being un- 
willing that the ſolicitations of the Princeſles liberties ſhould be ſo long negleRted, he 
delivered Darizs his Letter to Alexander unto Mithranes , whom he perſwaded to 
go direQly to Marathon, after he had earneſtly delired his ſecrecy in whatſoever con- 
cerned him , and made an appointment to meet him at Alexanders Army , whi- 
ther he intended to come to him, incaſe he ſhould ſtay there any time : ſo taking a 
Paſs-port from Craterss , and a ſmall Convoy which he gave us to Dameſcas, we let 
forward that way , and arrived there the day following before the Sun was ſer. We 
had a very favourable encounter in this Retreat, for we found our baggage , which 
having joyned with ſome part of Darixs his, was with it gotten into that Town, and 
the firſt we metas we entred , were my Princes two faithtul Servants. He was very 
glad of that conveniency ; but though his wounds troubled him much , yet would 
he nor goto bed till he had viſited the fair Barna, andrendred to that noble widow 
what he thought himſelf engaged to pay to his merits , and the niemory of gallant 
LAemnon, 

I have not time to tell you the ceremonies of this meeting, the reception he had 
from her ; in a viſit ſhe ſo lictle expeRted, and the tears on both ſides in the remem- 
brance of their mutual loſſes : It will ſuffice if I tell you that my Maſter received 
all the kindeſt welcome he could look for from a vertuous Lady , who had ever had 
a great inclination to his deſert. But the fſatisfaRtion of this viſit was moderated 
by the vexation of hearing that the Princeſs Roxana ( whom he believed to have been 
taken with the Queens) was in the Town, and that Prince Cohortanas her brother, 
who was ready to retire among the Sacans, whoſe Governor he was, had ſent her in- 
to Damaſcus with his mother , and many other Princeſſes , among which were the 
Daughters of King 9cchns , Darins his Predeceſſor,, the wife of Pharnabaſns, who- 
had ſucceeded Memon in all his Offices, the Daughters of Mentor, and ina word, 
all the principal Ladies of Perſia. Although he was exceeding ſorry for the encoun- 
ter of a perſon, in whoſe love he foreſaw many croſſes and incommodities'would be- 
fall him, yet would he not omitto pay herall thatthe quality of ſucha Princeſs, and 
her near allyance to his , conJd requirefrom his civility ; and from that very moment 
he reſolved not to deceive heragy longer; butif ſhe perſevered in the ſame humour, 
ro let her know his mind in tearms-as little —— as he could poſſibly, He 
went to viſit her as he camefrom Fayſna; ſhe was ſo furpriſedar'the fight of him 
and ſhewed him ſuch extraordinary kindneſs , and fo little ſuitable to her quality an 
modeſty , that Oroondates eaſily faw his long abſence had not at alldiminiſhed her 

aſſion : She had bewailed himas dead, or at leaſt as dead to her , and this ſo un- 
ped recovery of him filled her with ſuch an exceflive joy , that ſhe loſt the remem- 
brance ofall her loſſes, and of the general misfortune of her Countrey. 

It wasſo late when my Prince camefrom her, and beſides, he wasſo troubled with 
his wounds, that he could by no means make any other viſits, wherefore he com- 
manded me. to make his excuſes, and went home tothe lodging that was appointed 
for him; where he found Phyſicians and Chyrurgions, who making him get to bed, be- 
gan to Fall ro work.about. his Cure. The next day he was viſited by the Governor, of 
whom. his ill opinion was not cauſeleſs, for that Traytor, who in his heart hadalrea- 
dy ſold his Country , did by the coldneſs of his diſcourſe, ſufficiently expreſs the little 
contentment he received at his arrival in a Town which he wasupon the point of 
delivering into the enemies hand. This behaviour encreaſed my Princes former dil- 
like of him, to ſome doubt of his fidelity, and made him reſolve that aſſoon as he 
was in a better condition , he would openly oppoſe all the deſign hefeared he might 
have agiinſt the ſervice of his King, . Yerdid hediſſemble his choughts for the pre- 
ſent,' and waited fora fitter opportunity to declare himſelf, Afſoonas Artaban was 
gone;, his Chamber was full of Ladies, Roxana, Barſina, and her mother, Artabaſas 
his wite ; the Princeſſes Occhxs his daughters, and all the reſt I named, came to con- 


gratulate his return , and to teſtifie to him the confidence they had in his vertue , at 
a 


UMI 


mi Py AR tf = wy Ws Ld oe a ee ee oi 


--.2- -v 


UMI 


BookIll, CASSANDRA. 73 


4 time wherein it was ſo neceſſary to them : after having ſtaid a while, they Went a- 
way all but Roxana, who for that purpoſe came laſt, and meantto ſtay alone afte® 
the reſt, that ſhe might entertain him with more liberry. After the company was 

ne,ſeeing none in the Chamber bur her Women,and ſome of my Prince his ſeryants, 
buc both cheſe, and thoſe far enough from the bed, ſhe rook that rime to ſpeak more. 
dearly ro him, then ſhe had formerly, and to draw a knowledge from his mourh, 
which ſhe had not yet been able to draw ſom any of his actions. Her face ſpoke a 
great while for her, and the divers changes of her colour which foreran her diſcourſe, 
prepared my Maſter for a combat, which he could no longer avoid ; ſhe began wich 
aſſurances of her joy for his return, of the ſorrow his long abſence had caus'd in her, 
and of the fear ſhe had, ſhe ſhould have loſt him in thoſe dangers, our of which the 
prayers ſhe had made unto the Gods, had perchance delivered him. My Prince an- 
{wered her with his ordinary civility,and expreſs'd his acknowledgements in the moſt 
obliging tgarms one could make uſe ofinſuch an encounter. But Roxana, who was 
not ſatisfied wich his civility, requiring from him marks of ſuch a paſſion, as he was 
not capible of for her, fell into her diſcourſe again, with a great ſigh, and ſome tears, 
which it was impollible for her to retain. | 

1 wouldit had pleaſed the Gods, Orontes, ( faid ſhe to him ) that the firſt moment 7 e 
vir ſaw you, had been the laſt of my life; aud that the ſame ſhaft which wounded my 
heart for you, had ſent my body to the grave. I ſhould not then have been in that ex- 
tremity, to which my misfortune, and your inſenſibility have now reduced me, neither 

ſoowld I at this time have done a thing ſo unworthy of the Blood-Royal of Perlia, of a little 
beanty wherewith ſome have hitherto flattered my belief, and of that vert me whereof I have 
alwayes mad: ſo ſevere a profeſſion : It ts neealeſs, Qrontes, for me to tell you again that 
Ile you, my paſt ations have ſhewed it your, a writing of my own hand has confirmed 
it to you, and it is for you in ſhort, 1 utterly loſe that baſhfulueſs, which ſo well becomes 
young Ladies of my quality, andwhich ought never to have forſaken me but with my life. 
1have wreſtled long with my ſelf, before 1 could make this Declaration to you, and I long 
expetted that from you, which [ receiv'd from a thouſand others, and Which my vanity 
made me hope for, from a perſon leſs inſenſble then I find you are ; bat (ince you alone have 
andeceived me, I ought With the falſe opinion of my beauty to leſe alſo ſome part of my pride; 
and to tell you once again to my confuſion, that it is true 1 love you, and that it will be ve 
hard for me to live, unleſs 1 be beloved by you again. Tet is it likewiſe true,that this paſſion 
which deſerves the tearms of decency, does not withdraw me from thoſe of vertue ; and 
that if I had ſtill as much power over my tongue and countenance, as 1 have pureneſs in 
mine intentions, I ſhould not be blameable for my affeftion to you : I have always regulated 
my deſires to modeſt and lawfal pretenſions, and 1 have prevented my Fathers choice onely 
in the reſervations Towe him, and after my knowledge of his great eſteem of you. If my 
affeftion be not odious to you, I beſeech yan to have that opinion of it, and do not hate 4 
Princeſs, who commits faults onely for your ſake, yet ſuch as it is in your power to makg 
very lawful ones. | ; 

She ended theſe words ttammering, and caſting down her eyes with an aQion 
which did enough expreſs her ſhame and confuſion, for having faid ſo much, My 
Maſter more in diſorder then ſhe,remained a == while unable to anſwer her,cumb- 
ling over a thonſand ſeveral deſigns in his head: bur at laſt they all ended in the re- 
ſolution he had takento undeceive her, and not to repay a true affeRion with diſli. 
mulation, and with feigning which would quickly be diſcovered, and which his heart 
was not capable of, eſpecially with ſuch a perſon as Roxana, who was not of a quali- 
tyto be abuſed ; beſides that, the overture he had made to Darixs in the preſence of 
Cohortanxs himſelf, would not ſuffer him to uſe diſguiſe any longer ; not doubting 
but that Roxana would quickly be advertiſed of a love,whereof he had already made 
ſo manifeſt a Declaration, he thought fit therefore to prevent all others, and by a free 
ingenuous confeſſion, oblige her to be content with what he could do for her, and by 
thoſe proofs of truſt, make her to change the nature of her affe&ion, It is true, that 
he was long ſearching out tearms to ſweeten what he had toſay to her, and that nos 
finding any but ſuch as were hard enough to be digeſted, that deraurre and irreſoluti- 
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on put her into a very ſtrange exity ; but ſhe was much more daſh'd, when 
after ſo long a filence the heard cheſe words. 

' *Wondernot, Mad, at the confuſion in which youſee me, and let the trouble 
* of my minde excafemy incivility. T confeſs, thar Tam more then confounded, both 
* at the honour yotrdo me, and at'the part I am forced to play : if your qualiry and 
© deſert were meanex, and rhat I had weaker inclinations to honor youreally, and'un- 
* feignedly, I ſhould be leſs ancivil with you, and ſpeak to you with leſs freedom : 
© bat ſinee my reſpe{to you, and' my obligations ro your goodneſs, forbid me all 
© mander of diflimulation, I muſt break through a paſſage thar is very difficulr for 
© me: and diſcover unto you the obſtacle which the Heavens have pur in a fortune 
© whereof I acknowledge my ſelf moſt unworthy, The Gods are my witneſſes, 
« Madam, that the proofs I have hitherto received of the honor of your affeQtion, 
, _ knowledge 1 have of my ſelf hindred me from taking them otherwiſe 
© then'#s effects of your goodneſs ) would wichout queſtion have made me raiſe my 
*choughtsto rhe ſervice of fo divine a perſon as your ſelf, and chat] ſhould have been 
* the prondeſt of all men living, to have liv'd and dy'd for a Princeſs, that makes all 
* the Princes of Afia to ſigh for her : but Aſadam, beforeI had the happineſs to fee 

*you, this heart which is capable of all chonghrs of honor and reſpe& to you, 
© was ſo no longer of any impreſiion of love, and that deſtiny which brought me b 
*night into Darixs his Tents, made me leave thar liberty at Sratiras feet, whichelſe 
©ſhould have been due to you, and which a ſoul leſs prepoſſeſs'd, or prepoſſeſs'd with 
© anyother objet, would without doubt have dedicated to you, *ris for her 1 have 
©burrzd ever ſince , *tis for her I have left my Country, and chat T have diſguis'd both 
* my name and quality, ro expoſe my ſelf unto my enemies ; and in ſhort, 'tis ſhe a- 
© lone that caus'd me the honor of yourſight, and does now cauſe ſo much trouble in 
© me; that I cannot otherwiſe then by my reſpeRs, acknowledge that friendſhip where- 
* with you youchſafe ro honor me. Ar laſt the Maſqueis taken off, Darizs himſelf 
©had heard both-my name and my deſign from my own mouth, he has learnt the one, 
*and approv'd the other in the preſence of Prince Cohortanxs your Father, and by 
© his Royal word, has made me raiſe my pretenſions to the glorious poſſeſſion of the 
© Princeſs his daughter : Judge whether this ingagement be nor powerful, and whe- 
© ther beſides the conſiderations of love, theſe latter are not very ſtrong ones, the 
© Gods know with how mnch ſorrow I make this Declaration to you, with what 2 
© ſenſe of acknowledgement I receive the grace you do me, and at how deara price1 
©would buy the occaſions of ſacrificing my ſelf for your ſervice. But, Aſadam, this is 
© aflthit my want of power, and my engagement will ſuffer me to do, and if yon have 
*notasmuch goodneſs to confider ir, as you have ſhewed in your good wiſhes to me; 
© I ſhall die inappearance the moſt ingrateful, ant in effe& the moſt unfortunate of all 
*meninthe world: 

He ended theſe words with tears, which the compaſſion of Roxana, and the re- 
membrance of his aflitions drew from his eyes ; and looking upon thar Princeſs, to 
finde by her countenance which way ſhe had received them, he ſaw init all che marks 
of priet and deſpair ; and indeed ſhe was ſo rouch'd with chem, that but for the ex- 
cream force ſhe uſed in ſtriving to contain her ſelf, her grief would certainly have 
broken out with violence, ſhe was almoſt half an hour &re ſhe could ſpeak a word, 
ſighing and ſobbing, with ſo much vehemence, charher Women thinking ſhe had 
beenfick, ran preſently to give her heir affiſtance , but makingehem retire, and reco- 
vering her ſelf a lictle, ſhe with much ado got out theſe words as ſhe was riſing up. 

Orontes, Statira, Teonfeſs, is more worthy then I ;, but ſhe is not for you, ſhe is Alex- 
anders Captive, he will ſhortly be hers, and he is now her Maſter , Neither Darius nor 
Statira . can do any thing for you now ,, for ſhe is — loft unto you both. *The Gods . 
* ( replyed my Prince ) may ordain whart they pleafe concerning it ; butif after that 
*Joſs, I can conſerve my life, Iſhall do it onely for your ſake. 7f you give me that 
aſſ#rance ( anſwered Roxana) I ſhall be half comforted, and for my particular intereſt 
ſhall make prayers contrary to the good of my Country, and of the honſe from Whence I am 
deſcended. i 


After 
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After this diſcourſe having taken leave of him, ſhe went away fo ad, that it was ea- 
Ge in her face to read all the marks of a moſt powerful aMition, and left him fa 
couched wich her grief, andſo ſtrucken with her threatning prediRtion that it was im- 
poſſible ro ſertle him all thereſt of the day, After that time ſhe ſaw him almoſt dai- 
ly, and enrertained him with her paſſion, as much as her mothers abſence would give 
leave; he always anſwer'd her with the ſame civility, and conſtrained himſelf fomuch 
not to diſoblige her with unkind looks, chat ſhe loſt not the hope of being beloved by 
bim , at feaſt in default of Srarira, whoin all appearance was not like to eſcape eaſily 
our of Alexander's hands, 

He was often viſited alſo by the Princeſſes, Occhus his Daughters, by the wives of 
Pharnabaſus and Artabaſus , and by the fair ns, whoſe vertue and rare qualities 
wonne. all the inclination which his fidelity and the remembrance of $7atira could al- 
low : ſhe(as you are not ignorant)was of a very pleaſing converſation, very knowing 
in many Sciences, and particularly in the Greek, Tongue, but above all ſhe was endow- 
ed with a marvelous diſcretion, and modeſt freedom. WE, 

This knowledge of her moved my Maſter to diſcover himſelf particularly to her, 
and to tell her all the accidents of his life , exceptthe love of Roxana , which his di- 
{cretion , or rather his misfortune made him ever conceal from her with much care. 
His wounds hid ſuffered ſo much by his negle& of them at firſt , that he was forced 
ſtill to keep his bed, and while he was in that condition, he received fo ſenſible a grief, 
that ſince the death of Arraxerxes I had never ſeen him fall into ſo great apaſtion , 
Je was for theloſs of the bracelet which Statira gave him at his departure from Per» 
{cpolis,and which in all his unhappineſs he had dearly preſerved as his only conſolation; 
he was wont to kiſs it a thouſand timesa day , and inthe delicate hair whereof it was 
woven, ſeeing ſomething of the perſon he adored, and that wrought with her own 
tair hands, he received an exceeding great ſatisfaction by it in all his diſcontents, but 
one morning putting one of his hands to the armabout which he commonly wore ir, 
he miſſed that precious favour which he valued at ſo high a rate, inſtantly all his Ser- 
vants were imployed to ſeek it, but when he ſaw their diligence was vain, and that 
he believed it abſolutely loſt , he made ſuch pitiful — that all that heard him 
were deeply touched with a ſence of his lamentations, he wept, he tormented himſelf, 
he threatned his ſervants, and uttered words mi{-beſeeming the greatneſs of his cou- 
rage, taking it asan Omen of deſpair, andinterpreting the loſs of that gift, as a pre- 
ſage of that of the giver; all that day he was not to be comforted, butin the end, that 
heart which had reſiſted ſo many croſſes of another nature, was fairrto paſs over that 
likewiſe, or atleaſt diſſemble ic, to think of affairs of more importance. 

He was advertiſed by Bar/ina that Artaban was ready to deliver upthe Town,and fo 
many perſons of eminent quality as had taken refuge there, into the enemies hands, 
and thac to that intent he had diſpatched one Aardss to Parmenio , who wasencam- 
ped within a ſmall dayes journey of Damaſcus. This information confirming his own 
jealouſie, made him leave his bed to oppoſe as much as he was able, the deſign of that 
diſloyal man , but if by his perſwaſions he could not bring him back into the path of 
yertue and fidelity to his Prince , he ſaw no poſlibility of doing good any other way, 
being all alone ina great Town where he was known to none but Ladyes : and where 
all the Soldiers and the Inhabitants themſelves were at the Governozs Devotion , be- 
ſides , they had all taken ſuch a terror, thatthey trembledat the very name of A/cx- 
ander , and made no reſiſtance againſt the deſign of thar Traytor, who had deſtined 
to him ſo conſiderable a prey. He reſolved nevertheleſs not to ſpare himſelfin the 
buſineſs, and to give poor Dariss in his adverſity , all the proofs he ought to hope for 
from his friendſhip, for that purpoſe cauſing himſelf to be made —__ , and reſting 
upon a ſtaff, by re4fon of a little wound he had received in tus thigh, he wentto the 
Governors lodging , whither he rook no body with hin but me, I being already 
nearer cured then he was. Artabas received him with a feigned demonſtration of 
joy for his being ſo well recovered , but my Prince having defired him to go into his 
Cloſet, and entring with him, after having been a while ſilent : Arraban (faid he) Z 


know you , and the obligations you have to your good King too well, to believe you have any 
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intention to diſ-ſerve him ; it is a rumor which your enemies ſpread abroad, and which you 
ſhould de well to take ſome order in, that you may mak: appear to the whole world, the f airh- 
ful reſolution you have for the ſervice of your Prince. 

Though the Governor was A little moved at this advice, yer being upon the poirt of 
pulling off his yizor , he diſſembled his thoughts, and anſwered coldly, * They char 

make ſuch a report ofme , Orontes , are little acquainted with my deſigns , which 
* ſhall ever tend to what they ought , while no more is exacted from me then I may 
* perform, Tox may ( replyed Oroondates ) do Darius a moſt remarkable ſervice in the 
conſervation of this Town , and ſo many perſons of quality as ke ha's depoſited in your 
charge ;, the place is ſtrong enough to endure the ſiege of a more potent army then that of 
Alexander , and thoſe under your command are zealous enough for his ſervice, nat to for 
ſake you in ſo commendable a reſolution , which you are obliged to by your birth , by your 
Oath, and by the conſideration of your honor. 

The Governor who began to be angry at this remonſtrance, anſwered my Maſter 
ſharply : * Do not inform your felf concerning my deſigns, Orontes , nor teach me 
© my duty ina place which had not been truſted into my hands, but that I was known 
* capable of commanding in it, you are yet too young to give me my Leſſon, and 1 
*am but little obliged to receive it where I my ſelf am Maſter. Ac theſe words he 
roſe up without ſtaying for my Prince's anſwer, and going our of the Cloſſer, lefr 
him ſo ill ſatisfied , that without taking other leave he preſently went away to &ar/i- 
»a's houſe , and told her all the diſcourſe that had paſs'd berweenthem , aſſuring her 
of the loſs of Damaſcxs and of their Liberty, unleſs the Gods relieved themby ex- 
traordinary ways, He ſpent the reſt of that day in getting ſome to ſound the affeRi- 
ons of the Inhabitants, and to waken their ſouls to ſome remembrance of Loyalty, 
and courage againſt the Garriſon which ſold them baſely to their Enemies, but they 
anſwered hok: char ſollicited chem, ſo faintly, that my Maſter could do nothivg more 
for that time but deteſt the poorneſs of their ſpirit , and deplore Darins his misfor- 
tune, and the Captivity of ſo many noble perſons as would be involved inthe taking 
of that Town, 

The next day at Sun-rifing all the Forces were in arms by the Governors order, who 
ſetting Guards upon the ſpoil , that he might deliver it entire into Alexander's hand, 
caus'd the Gates to be opened that he might go out to meet Parmenio, who was not a 
bove ten or twelve furlongs from the Town, then it was that my Prince ſeeing all lo{t, 
reſoly'd to hazardall, and making his armsbe put on, and mine likewiſe, he got on 
horſeback , and being followed by me alone, went to the great Market-place, where 
the Aſſembly was made, and whether by the Governors command the Ladyes were 
already brought; as he paſs'd through the ſtreets he cryed out to thoſe he mer, 4h! 
Syrians heretofore the prop and honor of the Crown of Perſia : Giddy people | whither run 
you? confider what a Prince you forſake , and to what Tyranny you ſubmit your ſelves : 
He faid ſomething elſeto them in patling by , bur thoſe faint-hearred and affrighted 
fouls, gave no ear to his incitements, but ran on blindly to their captivity, as the only 
means to avoid death , the fear whereof had wholly ſeized chem ; when he was come 
into the Market-place which he found full ofarmed men, ard that by the meeting of 
the Ladyes ( already Priſoners ) his anger wasrais'd to the extremity : People of Da- 
maſcus ( cryedhe ) poor people , blinded by the perſwaſions of a Traytor, ſtay, hearkes to 
the Son of a King that ſpeaks to you , and will dye with you;, What terror ha's ſeized you? 
What loſſes have weakened you ? are not your Wall: ftill as ſtrong as ever? are not your For- 
ces ſtill on foot ? ſee whither you precipitate your ſelves , and by what baſeneſs you are going 
to proſtitute your Wives and Daughters to the inſolency of the Macedonians, you go to 
fetch them in your ſelves , thoſe happy Conquerors , and without coſting them one drop of 
blood you will bring them into your houſes , and into your beds, never conſidering what you 
owe unto your King , what you oWve unto your Families , and what unto your ſelves : you 
Lo to offer your hands to the ſhackles that are already prepared for you , but will not vouch« 
ſafe to employ them for the conſervation of your Hunony , of your Liberties , and pers 
chance alſo of your lives. And you ( ſaid he to thoſe whom he judg'd the moſt conſide- 


rable) yor men of Honour, whom the cowardiſe of theſe miſerable yrretches would bury 
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in their ruins, think yet upon your ſelves, and reſolve either to dye with me, who will dye for 
your defence , or oppoſe the treachery of thoſe that have ſo unworthily ſold you. 
Theſe exhortations did but very little good, and of all that great number of men, 


' there was none but young /lionexs, Artabaſus his Son, Ariſtogiton, Dropides, and Le- 


vertes, Athenians, Perſippus, Ontmaſtorides, Omains, and Callicratides, Lacedomonians; 
who preferring a glorious death before a ſhameful captivity, joyn'd themſelves unto 
my Maſter, with thoſe few men he went to meet the Governor, who advertiſed of the 
endeavours he uſed againſt him , came to oppoſe them with all his Troops. As ſoon 
as Oroondates ſaw him , 3#hat ? Artaban ( cryed he ) is it then in good earneſt that thou 
betrayeſt thy Prince, thy fi riends, and thine own honour , and that no confideration can diſ-. 
{wade thee from that infamons reſolution ? Artaban looking ſcornfully upon him : © Scy- 
* :45an (ſaid he) retire, and do not longer exaſperate my goodneſs which its thee 
© thisretreat, unleſsrhou wiltdye for the quarrel of the King of Perſia, having quit- 
*red the ſervice of thine own. 

Ah ! diſloyal ypretch (replyed my Prince) 7 muſt dye once, and 1 will never receive fas 
wonr from a Traytor. At theſe words, hiseyes ſparkling fire through the beaver of 
his Helmet , hetook a dartout of Ari/togirons hand, and raiſing himſelfupon his tir- 
rups , flung it with all his force at Artaban : that treacherous man by ducking down 
his head,avoided the blow,and the dart thrown by ſo powerful a hand, ffruck through 
rwo men, who fell inſtantly among the Horſes feet, Oroondates mad that he had miſt 
his aim, draws out his Sword and falls inafter Artaban, who hadalready crouded 
himſelf amongſt his men, to _ the death that threatned him; and while he fierce- 
ly perſiſted to make a paſſage to him , his Horſe was killed with an infinite number of 
blows , and fell ſo ſuddenly , that my Maſter having neither had the leaſure , northe 
thought to diſ-engage himſelf from his ſtirrups, lay under bim oppreſſed with his 
weight, and at the mercy of his enemies : I would have run into him, butthatT had 
the very me miſchance, and then it was that my Prince had certainly loſt his life 
with a thouſand wounds , if Artaban thinking he ſhould better his conditions , by de- 
hvering him alive to Alexander , had not forbidden to kill him, but made him be dif. 
arm'd and ty'd, with thoſe that had accompanied him, who indeed refiſted gallantly, 
but were at laſt fainto yield to numbers, and followed my Princes condition as they 
had done his brave reſolation. 

Oroondates when he ſaw himſelf bound , turn'd his eyes on all ſides, and ſeeing Rox- 
ana and Barſinanear him, Ladys, ( cryed he ) we run the ſame fortune, and we all yield 
to that of Alexander, he could ſay but thoſe few words to them in the Choller that 
tranſported him, fearing he might do ſomething misbeſeeming his ordinary modera- 
tion; the Ladyes lookt upon him with a very ſenſible grief, yet mingled with ſome 
kind of joy, for ſeeing him out of a danger, wherein they had deſpaired of his life: 
Artaban cauſing him to be ſerupon a Horſe , with his Leggsryed under the belly, and 
his hands bound behind him, cleft the hearts of all that beheld him with pity, and 
putting the ſpoyl, and the Garriſon into the order which your Soldiers found them in, 
went with us in this equipage unto Parmenie. 

I will ſay nothing of his reception, norof the order that Parmenio took about the 
Tpoyl, you know thoſe paſſages better than Ido, and not being willing to entertain 
you with any thing but my Maſters life , 1 will only tell you that Parmenio having re- 
ceived the Ladyes, and the more conſiderable Priſoners very civilly, and put bork un- 
der ſtrong Guards, Artaban preſented my Maſter to him. Parmenio conſidered him 
intentively, and much taken with his graceful faſhion, asked the Governor for what 
crime he had fo tyed that handſome young man, my Prince preventing Artabar's an- 
fwer , Let him tell you the Traytor that he is(ſaid he to Parmenio) and by atrae relati- 
en , oblige you to give me the puniſhments that are due tome , and him the recompence he 
deſerves. 

Parmenio who truly was very generous, was exceedingly pleaſed with my Maſter's 
confidence, and hearing all that had paſs'd from Arrabar's own mouth, he no ſooner 
knew the truth, but looking upon the Governor with contempt ; 1 donor wonder ( (aid 
he to him ) that you puriſh aftions which are (o contrary to your humour ; and [ no longer 
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think it ſtrange that Darius with ſo many millions of men, defends his Eſtate ſoill, fince 
vertue is ſo unworthily handled in them ,, but the Macedonians who are your Maſters , do 
reverence it in another manner , and mſtead of Fetters which you give it , preſent it with 
Crownes which it better deſerves : Attheſe words turning toward my Prince, he com- 
manded him to be unbound, declaring him free, and giving him power to chuſe which 

arty he liked beſt. My Maſter received that favour without pride, or meanneſs of 
Fine and having asked the ſame for me, with great civility recetved arms which Par- 
menio cauſed to be given him, 

But Artaban extrermly vextat his liberty, and fruſtrated of the recompence which 
he expeRed from Alexander for delivering him, or rather running to meer his deſtiny. 
Sir, ( ſ:id he, addreſling-himſelf ro Parmenio ) think well what jou do, it is wt Darius 
his friend Whom you ſet at liberty , but Alexanders mortal Enemy, he that wounded him 
at the battel of Iſſus, and who by a (olemn Oath has engaged himſelf tocarry his head 
zato Darius : My Matter looking upon him with an eye of indignation, Ah! perfidious 
* fellow (cry'd he j is it poſſible thou ſhouldlt open thy mouth 1nthe preſence of a ge- 
© nerous man, and that having branded thy ſelf by an infidelity without example, thou 
© ſhould'ſt before him condemn ſuch a Rionsas his vertue makes him to approve? 4r- 
taban emboldned by Parmenis's preſence , near whom he believed himſelf in ſafery, 
made this reply , 1» preferring the party of Alexander before that of Darius , 7onely 
yield wnto the Conqueror , and fullow the pleaſure of the Gods , Who will have all the earth 
ſubmit it ſelf to that great man ; but thou in forſaking before me , and Without neceſſity, 
thine own party, and the ſervice of thine own King, did ft commit a treaſon without excuſe, 
and in contratl ing a feigned frienaſhip with Prince Artaxerxes to ſacrifice him , and car: 
ry him to the ſlaughter among thine own Countreymen , where thy ſelf gave him his laſt 
Wounds , thou art guilty of a double perfideonſneſs, which never any former age could pa- 
rallel. 

I am not able, Sir, to repreſent to you my Princes fury, you may gueſs it when I te!l 
you, thatthe remembrance of Artaxerxes wakened it ſelt ſo powerfully in him, and 
made him ſo ſenſible of theſe reproaches , that he loſt the uſe both of ſpeech and rea. 
ſon , and tranſported with rage, never conſidered that he was before Parmenio whoſe 
Priſoner he was , nor that he was wichour all hope of any aſfiſtancethar could ſecure 
him ; but drawing our his Sword, flew inſtantly at Artaban, not being able to bring 
forch one diſtint word. The Traytor grew {traightway pale at the obje&t, and caſt- 
ing himſelf binde Parmenio, and the reſt therepreſent, ſtrove to avoid that death 
which he ſaw before his eyes. But Oroondates even belides himſelf with griefand 
rage, and not finding any obltacleable roſtop ſo juſt a fury, made himſelf way among | 
all choſe that oppoſed him,and with his ſword clearing his paſſage tothar diſloyal man 
ran him twice through the body, in the face of my thouſand men, who had not 
the power to hinder him; the Vilhin fell upon the earth, and with his blood vomired 
out his baſe and faithleſs Soul, | 

After this execution , Oroondates l1ying aſideall anger , and recovering his former 
temper, turn'd toward Parmenio, and putting up his ſwordinto the ſcabbard, ſaid to 
him with a ſetled countenapce, Great Parmemo, oW that Darius and I are both reven- 
ged, diſpoſe of my deſtiny with the Gods, I refuſe not your ſhackles, being free from thoſe of 
this Traytor , and I withont trouble offer theſe hands to you , which have puniſhed this pers 
fidionhneſs, and which were inſtruments in the want of __ I have ſheWwed you. Parmenio 
more aſtoniſhed than 1 can expreſs, eyed him often from head to foot, with an admi- 
ring look, and with inward motions full of irreſolution : this ation of my Prince's, 
wherein he had ſhewn ſo little regard or conſideration of him,after fo late and ſo high 
an obligation, exaſperated him infinitely againit him, and made him incline to his de- 
firuction : and onthe other ſide, thatrare generoſity which he had in one day teſti 
ed by ſo many gallant effeRs, together with the grace wherewith he accompanied and 
authorized all he did, {tyfled his firſt reſentments, and made his interel}s yields inſenſi- 
bly to the affeRion and eſteem that he had for him : but withall making refleRion up- 
on Artabans words concerning his Oath againſt the life of Alexander, and judging by 
ſo bold an execution, what ſuch a perſon was capable of , he feared he ſhould fail 
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induty to his King, if he ſhould preſerve him fo conſiderable an Enemy : in theend 
his perplexity being a little over, "Wholoever thou arr (faid he ) thou deſerveſt either 
* death or liberty , but the Gods forbid I ſhould give death to ſo valiant a man,'or li- 
© herty to ſo dangerous anenemy of Alexanders,it the Gods had rais'd him up buerwo 
* more ſuch, he might give over the hope of his Conquelts, and Darius mighr recover 
* that of getting up again into the Throne of his Predeceſlors.}Ar theſe words he gave 
him into the cuſtody of his moſt erulty ſoldiers, charging them to uſe him well, and to 
be anſwerable for him, ypon peril of their hives. | 

Diſloyal 4r:aban was puniſhed on this manner, his body remaining a prey to Vul- 
tures, and his head(as we have learnt fince)was cut off by a Perſian, and fent to Da- 
rins,yho by that fight receiy'd ſome eaſe in his misfortunes. Parmenio after hfhing puta 
Garriſon into Damaſecns, znd given ſuch orders as were neceſſary for the Province, 
took his way toward Afarathon, which Alexander had befieged, and where he knew 
he ſhould finde him yet. We arrived there in four days, and Parmenio leaving the 
priſoners under ftrong guards, went to preſent his duty to his King. 

After he had given him an account of the ſtately ſpoils he brought him, he made 
mention of my Maſter, andextolled his generofrty in ſuch rearms, as made him berter 
fatisfied with the raking of him, then with that of Damaſezs, and all Darias his 
wealth, and advertiſing him of the deſign he Id againſt his life, according to what 
they had heard from Artaban,& what he had teſtified himſelfin the laſt Barrel, where. 
of Alexander yer bore the marks, he gave him a greater apprehenſion of him alone, 
then he had of all the Perſian Armies. All theſe conſiderations made him defire to 
ſee him, bur, Sir, it is not neceffary to repeat that'to you which paſs'd between them, 
you were withour queſtion preſent, and that encounter was memorable enough for 
you to have ſtill preſerv'd the remembrance of ir. 

Lyſimachns ſeeing that Araxcs madea ſtop, ſaid to him, I was at that time abſent 
from the King, and Meleager, Polypercon, and my ſelf were by his command gone to- 
ward thelfle of Arada, which pur it ſelf into our hands withour reſiſtance: and though 
I have fince been told fomething of ir, *rwas with ſo much confuſion and 4uncercainty, 
that you will oblige me very much, by purſuing your recital withour interruption, 

Since youdefire it( replied Araxcs)Ile tell you that Parmenio, knowing the Kings 
pleaſure, caus'd my Maſter robe brought into his preſence ; he was not bound, but 
without arms, and ſo well guarded, that it was impoſſible for himtomakeeſcape, Aſ- 
ſoon as ever he was before Alexander, the gracefulneſs of his perſon produced its 
uſual effeRts, and 2s we judged by the actions of that King, drew his admiration, 
and more reipe& then the greatneſs of his fortune, ſuffered him to ſhew to other men: 
whether it were the Majeſty of his countenance, or the relation he had heard of him, 
or that which he had felt himſelfin the Battel, which cauſed him to fer that value on 
him. 

My Prince was then but in the twentieth year of his age, yer his ſtature was alrea- 
dy ſo adyantageous, that he was taller then Alexander by almoſt the head, and it 
was form'd with ſo exa& proportion, and accompanied with fo great a vivacity in his 
eyes, and ſo marvellousa grace in his behaviour, and in all his ations, that he was 
conſidered by thoſe that were preſent asa very extraordinary perſon ; and his out- 
fide eaſily perſwaded them to give belief ro the report thar, already ran of his vertue, 
and the greatneſs of his courage. Orvondates did not ſalute Alexander with that low 


. ſubmiſſion which he afterward exaRed, nor with a fawning humility which might 


have ſeem'dto beg fayor from him thar had ah abſolute power , neither did he effet 
an uncivil and unſeaſonable pride, but keeping himſelf in a juſt moderation, he paid 
him what he believed he owed, in perfe& liberty, ro a man ofhis quality, famous by 
the conſideration of fo many ViRories, | 
Alexander receiv'd him courteouſly ; and having look'd twice or thrice attentive- 
ly upon him : 7s ir poſſible ( ſaid he ) rhat you are that valiant man, that did ſo many ex- 
ploits in the Battel of \fTus, and whom Tencountred with fo little advantage to my ſelf, 
that I yet bear very troubleſome markes of it ? Orocnaates obliged ro Alexatider tor the 
praiſes he gave him, anſwered very modeſtly, *1 did ſo ſmall a matter in that Bat- 
*rel, 
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© tel, that but for the cowardiſe of thoſe of my party, my aRions would not have 
© been taken notice of, ,and the glory I received by them, is onely thatI turned not my 
®þack, till 1 had tryed the valour of a man who had put three hundred thouſand to 
© flight, 

- "ED was extreamly pleas'd with this modeſt, confident anſwer, and look- 

ing upon Hepheſtion and Prelomexs,he by his approbation of 1t,obliged them to expreſs 
the like, nd then turning toward my Maſter , But zs it trme ( ſaid he ) that you have 4 
particular deſign upon my life, and that you are oneof thoſe whom the hope of a thouſand 
talents bas made to promiſe my head unto Darins ? 1 ough my Prince ſeemed offend- 
ed at that queſtion, as I found by the colour that came up ſnto his face, he replyed 
withoutbeing moved. © The hope of a thouſand Talents, nor that of a thouſand 
© Empires, ſhall never make me undercake any thing but what honor ang vertue ſhall 
* command, bur the conlideration of what I ow unto Darizs, ſhall make mealways 
* attempt both againſt you, and againſt all his enemies, whatſoever a vertuous King 
* can deſire from a friend, againſt the Uſurpers of his Dominions, and the Perſecutors 
* of his life. : 
" This anſwer netled Alexander; but it alſo fil'd him with admiration and eſteem 
of my Prince, and caus'd him to reply, 7f Darius had had many friends like you, I 
ſhould perchance have been ſtill on the far ſide of the Granicus ; but if he had any one of 
mine in his prwer, and that he ſhould hear ſuch a Declaration from his month, I believe he 
world put him to death, and aſſure his life by the loſs of ſo So_ an enemy, *It 
* you have the ſame fear ( anſwered Oroondates, withour being daunted ) you have the 
* ſame power, and have ſtill the ſame intention, Alexander more ſurpris'd then be- 
fore, remaineda long time e're he ſpake again,ſhewing anunreſolvedneſs in his coun- 
tenance, while all that ſtood by, waited impatiently for the ſucceſs of this adventure; 
and I aſſure my ſelf, thar the molt vertuous of his triends, though they would have 
been very glad to ſecure the life of their Prince by the death of one of his enemies,had 
already ſo much inclination to him, that they could not have ſeen his without diſ- 
content, for my part | conſeſs 1 was afraid for bim, and trembled in the expe&arion 
of ſouncertain an event. 

But in the end, Alexander after he had long beld bis eyes fixt upon the ground, tur- 
ned them ona ſudden upon my Maſters face, and rifingtrom a chair, where he had 
ſtill continued ſitting, becauſe of the wound in his thigh, he ſaid, rouching him with 
his hand ; whoſoever thou art, Greek,or Perſian, Prince or private man, Thnow thee to 
be top generous, and too gallant, to attempt againſt my liie by ways contrary to vertae, and 
1 account my ſelf ſtrong enough to defend it whenſoever thou ſhalt aſſault it as a man of he+ 
mor ; I will not ſecure it by the loſs of thine, but will endeavor to make thee ſhare the dans 
gr, when the advantage ſhall be ſhared between us. I therefore leave thee thy life and th 
liberty, which from henceforwvard thou mayeſt employ for Darius, 7 fear thee not a hr 
to endeavor to win thee to us, after ſuch a Declaration as thou haſt made ,, neither do I de- 
ſpsſe thee ſo much, bat that if I conld now with howr, I would prefer thy friendſbip before 
the beſt Province of Aſia. Gothy way when thou pleaſeſt, andif thou beeſt at the Battal, 
make thy ſelf known, and remember thy brave reſalution, there it is that we Will fight for 
my head, and there ( more handſomely then 1 ſhould now) I may endeavor to take [, atisfatli- 
on for the wound thou gaveſt me. 

If my Maſters magnanimity pleaſed Alexander, that of Alexander ſo deeply 
wrought upon my Princes heart, that it took away all the hatred he had againſt him. 
or if there yet remain'd boy reſentmentin him, 'twas leſs for Darixe his loſles, a 
for the Captivity of his Miſtreſs, then for the grief he ſuffered by ſeeing himſelf 0- 
vercome in y_ Andindecd he has ſince confeſſed to me, rhat he had ſeldom 
received a more ſenſible one, and at that time, he by the diſcontent that appeared in 
bis face, did viſibly enough expreſle the trouble he felt for that occaſion ; anſwering 
Alexander onely with theſe words, ina ſadder tonethen he was commonly wont to 
ſpeak: **Tis now thatI deplore Darizs his fortune, and that T hold his Empire loſt, 
© by the anger of the Gods, {ince they have raiſed him up an enemy, that wins hearts 
* as well as battels, Hefaid no more, but taking leave of Alexander, he refuſed all 
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the preſents he offered him, except Horſes and Arms for himſelf and me, which he 
received at laſt in exchange of thoſe that had been taken from him. He alſo took 
his Equipage again, which Alexander caus'dto be reſtored to him entire; and con- 
rented himſelf with the ſafe conduRt he gave him, refuſing the convoy which he of- 
fered. to bring him in ſafety to any of the Towns that were - in Darixs his poſſeſſi- 
on. Thus parted thoſe two _ men, keeping intheir hearts ſuch an eſteem for 
one another, as by theſe paſſages you may well imagine, 

Araxes was in this part of his Relation, when he was intreated by Zy/machas 
to £0 into Oroondates his Chamber, to make his excuſes, if he ſaw him not that morn- 
ing, and to alledge unto him the impatiency he had to learnthe remainder of his life : 
Araxes did as hedefired, and ſeeing his Maſter was reaſonably well, he came back to 
Lyſmachns, and fittingdown again in his chair, at his requeſt, he continued his Re- 
lation on this manner, | 


The End of the Third Book. 
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Reondates having parted thus from Alexander, carried away with 
him fo high an eſteem of his vertue, and conceived fo true an af- 
fe&tion to his magnanimity, that he gave over all deſigns againſt his 
life, or at leaſt took a ſtrong reſolutionnever to aſſault him, bur at the 
head of his Army, and when ke ſhould be forcedtoir, either by the 

conſideration of hishonour, or by that of the ſafety of Darixs, and of his Princeſs, 

nor was it without a moſt ſenſible diſpleaſure, to ſee himſelf croſs'd in his intentions 
by obligations of ſuch a nature. Butthat high vertue which he loved and reverenc 
even in his very 'enemies, would not ſuffer him ſtill ro continue them, and would 
have made him more willingly conſent to his own deſtruRtion, then to that of fo ge- 
nerous an adverſary. 

They it was that he wiſh'd the poſſeſſion of his Fathers Crown, to diſpute with 
him upon equal tearms, both for Empire and Vertue, but neither did the humour 
of his Father permit him ſuch a hope during his life, nor his affeRion to Statire ſuffer 
him to forſake Perſia, no nor ſo much as to leave the Camp where ſhe was detained. 
When we were out of fight of Alcxanders Tents, my Prince turning toward 
me, Araxes, ( ſaid he ) now it is that all our induſtry will be neceſſary ,, aud though 
Wwe be habituated in Perſia, to live among ſt our Enemies, we have need now of a more t 
ordinary witineſs : we muſt change both our names and habits, and the better to a- 
woid the hnowledge of thoſe that may have obſerved my face, you muſt paſs for my Ma» 
fer, and. ſtudy to aft that part skilfully ,, by that means we may live among ——_ 

M onians 


hs —— 


02 CASSANDRA. Parr]. 


donians with more ſafety, and perchance the Gods will facilitate me ſome way to ſee my 
Princeſs, and to procure her deliverance. ; £ 

After theſe words, having given me ſome other inſtru&tions, we were come quite 
through the Camp of the 2Zacedonians, and finding a wood very commodious for our 
purpoſe, he commanded Cloaths of the Afacedonian faſhion to be taken out of his 
Sumpter, which he had caus'd to be made expreſly at Damaſcas , tor before Arta- 
ban's treachery broke out, believing that ſiege would keep him fo long, that he ſhould 
not be able to meet 24ytmranes in Alexanders Camp,accordingto appointment, he fur- 
niſhed himſelf with thoſe habits, with a deſign, if Darizs his Embaſſie ſhould take 
no effeR, to diſguiſe himſelf with them, as he now intended, and attempt ſome way 
to procure his Princeſſes liberty. We having pur them on, he commanded me to 
take fuch Jewels and Money as were of eaſteſt carriage, and keeping onely his two 
Scythian ſervants, who were apparelled in the ſame faſhion to attend us, he gave or- 
der to the reſt to go with all his other things to Babylon or Perſepolis, and to expeR 
news of him near Darizs, to whom he wrote Letters, which he delivered to them 
with Alexanders Paſs-port, that they might make uſe of it, in caſe it ſhould be ne. 
ceſſ:ry for them, to paſs with the more aſſurance : having diſpatched them with 
full direRions, we got on horſback again, and return'd to the Camp, where we arri- 
ved juſt when arathon had newly ſurrendred it ſelf, and that the King was making 
his entry intoit ; we retired to a quarteras private, and as far from the Kings, as we 
could conveniently finde , and my Maſter having ſhewed me a place where I ſhould 
come to,him again, ſent me into the Camp to hearken after Darius his Ambaſſador 
Burt having ſought him long in vain, I learn'd that he had had his audience, and was 
gone away very ill ſatisfied, having obtained nothing from Alexander, but very ſharp 
Letters, which he had written to Darizs. 

I afterward inform'd my ſelf cunningly, and without ſeeming to have any deſign, 
concerning the Queens, the Princeſſes, and the other Ladies that were priſoners, an. 
I learnt they were all under the cuſtody of Philotas, and Nicanor, Parmenis's ſons, 
that they were waited on with all manner of reſpe& and civility, and that of all the 
things befitting their quality, they wanted not any elſe but liberty ; they were guard- 
ed with ſo much care, that it was almoſt impoſſible to ſee them, and that thoſe thar 
had been taken at Damaſcns, as Roxana, Barkna, the Daughters of King Occhus, ant! 
the reſt, were not yet with the firſt, as the King had commanded , but that they all 
were kept ſo retired from the commerce, or frequentation of men, whether Perſians 
or Macedonians, that they were not ſo much as ſeen, except by very few. 

I broughc back this news unto my Prince, who was exceedingly well ſatisfied at the 
uſage they received; and very much troubled ar the difficulty of ſeeing them, he re. 
ſolved nevertheleſs not to leave the Army, hoping that the Heavens would fuffer him 
ſome favourable occaſion. 

The next day the Army march'd from Afarathon, and entred into Phenicia, we 
followed them all chat journey, my maſter making me ſtill go firſt, and doing me ſuch 
ſervices before company, as hindred ſuch as ſaw us, from taking notice of him, Our 
ſtay among the Afacedonians was much facilitated by the liberty which Alexander 
Fave to all perſons to retire amongſt them, and the welcome that both Perſians and 
other Nations received, who camein daily, and of whom his Army was already in 
great part compoſed, The very firſt days march we ſaw the Queens and the Prin- 
ceſſes paſs by in their Chariots, they wereall in black, and wearing a habit ſuitable to 
their preſent condition, drew tears from the eyes of all that conſidered them ; but 
the acceſs to their Chariots was forbidden by fo great a number of Guards, that ic 
was neceſlary to be ſatisfied with looking on them, without expeRing any other ad- 
vantage, | 

My maſter was ready to die for being limited onely to the ſight, and almoſt loſing 
the remembrance of his reſolution, was even upon the point ro make himſelf known, 
and ruine himſelf, The ſecond day we ſaw Hepheſtion, Perdiccas, and your ſelf, Sir, 
riding by the Chariots, and entertaining the Queens and Princeſſes; you were,] re- 
member, upona white horſe, which you made go ſo graceſully before the Ladies,that 

it 
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it moved us to ask your name, and thoſe of the two other Lords, The third day we 
h:d no more favourable ſucceſs , nor inall the reit of the march, till we came to $5- 
dim, where Alexander reſoly'd romake ſome itay, as well by reafon of the fairneſs of 
ofthe Town, as to depoſe Srrato, and putanother in his place, 

My Maſter dying with impatiency , paſs'd all the night near the Queen's Tents, or 
Lodgings , to watch ſome opportunity to lee them, and to make himſelf knownrto 
them, bur ic was impoſiible tor him to finde any : Iindeed had obſerv'd the Ey- 
nuch Tyres, but we never could tinde an opportunity to ſpeak with him in private, 
The fifth diy after our arrival at $:d9», we tiw them go our of the Town , and with 
their Guards , take the way towards the Garden of Abdolominas; that name is ſuffi- 
ciently known to you, and the beauty of that Garden, which hat good man, ( whoſe 
forrune wichin a iew days after wis fo lirange ) kept trimmed with an extraordinary 
care. Thoſe illuſtrious Prifoners found fo much delight in walking there , asthey 
got leave to be deſired of the King, that they might go thirher agiin ſometimes , du- 
ring the abode they were to make in Sidon; which being granted, and the Princeſſes 
pailing almoſt no day without ſeeking that diverſion there , which they were then ca- 

1ble of : Orcadares thought he might by that means obtain whar was with fo much 
itri&neſs forbidden him, 

To that end he went very early one morning to Abdolominns, and being inſtructed 
in his poverty, he at firſt coming preſented him with Gold and Jewels, and conjured 
him by the molt ardentPrayers his paſſion could invent, to give him admitrance into 
his Garden, and that it he could poſſibly, he wou!d nor ſuffer him co be pur our of ic 
all chat day. Abdolomines having conſidered the grace, and winning faſhion where- 
with he mide his ſuit, ler himſelf be overcome with his intrearies : and refuſing his 
Preſents, whoſcever you are ( ſaid he) you know me bt little, if you believ'd your riches 
could do any thing with me, my T rees are dearer to me thn all treaſures, and my Gar- 
den furniſhes me with enough to ſatisfie my ambition, but if you aſſure me that you have 
20 ill intent,as your corntenance world eafily perſwade me, Pl grant you your deſire though 
at be moſt expreſly forbidden ; neither ſhall I believe I offend the Gods in diſabeying thoſe to 
Whom they have not made me be born a Subjett, to oblige a max of ſo good preſence, and who 
makes his requeſt with ſo handſome a grace. 

* My Prince proteſted to him that his intention wasno other, then ro ſee ( if he 
* could poſlibly ) one of his Siſters, who had been taken with the Princeſs Statira, to 
*whom ſhe had che honor to belong, and thatif he might obtain that contentment 
*dy his favour, he would endeayour- to requite it by his ſervices, ſince he ſaw his 
* yertue made him deſpiſe the Gold and Jewels which he preſented to him. The good 
man touched with that winning Carriage which gain'd the heart of all the world, and 
approving ſo commendable a deſign , did not only grant what he demanded, bur alſo 
offered him his houſe, the retreat whereof might be commodious for him during the 
ſtay Alexander ſhould make in $4, and having forced him to accept that courte- 
ſie, hebroughtus himſelf intothe Garden, where he left us, after having ſhowed us 
private Walks, Grots, and ſecret Arbors where we might hide our ſelves in time of 
need. 

It is not neceſſary for me to deſcribe the beauty of a place which you have often 
ſeen, for my part, 1 was of opinion that rhe Gardens of Ecbataza, though they were 
molt colily , and artificially adorn'd, were bur little more delighttul , yer my Maſter 
not ſo much as regarding the pleaſantneſs ofit, waited there for the arrival of the 
Ldies, . with an unſpeakable impatience, and paſs'd part of the day in unquietneſs ' 
that cannot be imagined. Inthe end we were not deceived of our expe&ition; and 
when he began almoſt co deſpair of it, we ſaw the ſo much long'd for perſons appear, 
Alexander had always that reſpe& for them , that he ſuffer'd not any body to come 
into their Chambers, nor into their converſations, withour being introduced by their 
own pleaſure, leavingthem thoſe marks of Royalty, even in their ſervicude, This pri- 
viledge was very convenient for us, for aſſoon asthey were come in with the Ladies 
of their train, and ſome eunuchs of their houſe, the door was ſhur again , the Guards 
contented themſelves with incompaſling the Garden, and hindring all kinde 
of perſons from goinginor out, withour order from Nicamy, who had that charge 
M 2 thac 
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char day. - It is very difficulc for me to expreſs unto you the inward motions of 0- 
roondates at the ſight of his Princeſs, he trembled with love and joy, and was upon the 
point to have gone and caſt himſelf inſtantly at her feer, and have diſcovered himſelf 
to all the Ladyes; but upon berter conſideration, he defired ro doit withleſs ſur- 
priſe , and watch'd for ſome occaſion to ſhew himſelf to Srariraalone, rather then to 
them altogether ; which preſented ir ſelf withina little while , and as lucky a one as he 
could have wiſh'd. We were ina very cloſe Arbor, yet from it we might ſee the gate 
of the Garden , and know all that was done init, without being perceiv'd. We ſaw 
the Ladyes part ſeveral ways, according to their different inclinations:The Queens be- 
Sin to walk in the broad Alley, which went along the ſide of a little ftream, The 
Princeſs Pari/atis , with Apamia and Arſinoe, Artabaſus his daughters, and ſiſters to 
Barſna , withdrew into an Arbour; and the Princels Fratira making a great cuſhion 
to be c.rried by Cleone , the deareſt of her Maids of Honour, walked toward a Grot, 
where there was a pleaſing Fountain, My Prince having ſeen her paſs by, gaveher the 
le:ſure to retire as ſhe intended; and a while after flipt chrough a covered Alley, which 
led unſcen unto that Grot : He gave me leave to follow him, and going ſoftly, and 
withour noiſe, we came unto the entry of it, my Maſter trembling with love and re. 
ſpe, was even like a loſt man; but he was much more ſo when drawing near his Prin- 
ccis, he ſaw her laid along by the edge of che Fountain, and already faln aſleep upon 
the cuſhion which Clone had brought her.. Cleone to let her take her reſt, was gone 
our of the Grot, and walk'd gathering flowers in places from whence ſhe could not 
diſcover us. 9roondates drew near Statira ſo tranſported, that he hardly knew where 
he was; and ſeeing her faſt aſleep, he kneeled on the ground, and began to look upon 
her in ſuch an extaſie as cannot be expreſs'd to you, but by him that felt it. Then it was 
that numberleſs different thoughts aflaulted him, and thathe was ſeis'd with a greater 
apprehenſion then ever he had had in any battel:he feared that his Miſtreſs by ſo longs 
an abſence , might have blotted him out of ber remembrance , that her mind might 
have receiv'd ſome impreſſion diſadyantageous to him, and favourable to ſome other, 
that having only loy'd him to obey her brother, ſhe might believe her ſelf diſengaged 
by his death, from continuing thoſe proofs of her obedience, or that after the mif- 
fortune of ſo great a loſs, it might be thought a crimein him, to appear alive before 
her, whoſe laſt parting words had impoſed fo ſtrit a command upon him, to be care- 
ful of that charge : Theſe apprehenſions tormented him in ſuch a manner, thar they 
were eaſily to be read in his eysand countenance, and made him fear to waken her, 
leſt perchance her mouth ſhould give him proofs of a misfortune, which he was come 
to ſeek ſo far, and with ſo much pains and hazard, His Princeſs was laid upon her ſide, 
leaning her head upon one of her armes, and the other negligently ſtretch'd our upon 
her thigh, Her beauty, though grief had abated ſomething of her fleſh,and of the viva- 
city of her colour, was already come to perfection , her neck was halfuncovered, 
and her ſleeve being a lictle turn'd up,ſhewed part of an arm,to whoſe whiteneſs ſnow 
was but a mean comp: riſon , the blackneſs of her habic did ſet it off with the greater 
luſtre; and her hair which was of the ſamecolour, playing by the help of a gentle 
wind upon ſo much of her cheeks as appeared unto our {ight, diſcovered the delicare- 
neſs of her complexion ſo well by that oppoſition, that Ivory and Ebony were never 
better match'd rogether. Her eyes, though cloſed, had left free pxſſage to ſome tears 
which ſtealing along her cheek, ran down to her mouth , where they ended theib 
courſe , as the only place that was able to equal the beauty ofthe ſources from whence 
they flowed. 

I could not forbear making this little deſcription to you, ( though unſeaſonable, 
and no way proper to our affliction) when Iremembred the time my Maſter ſpent in 
conſidering her , which was indeed fo long, that 1 feared, he by his own fault would 
loſe the fair opportunity. the Gods had ſent him, He took norice of it himſelf at 
laſt, and recovering a little courage, after two or three deep ſighs, which he conld not 
poſlibly retain, he bowed his head gently down to ſtcala kiſs of thoſe tempting ru- 
bies , butthe fir{t rouch of them firuck him into ſuch a rapture , that not conſidering 
what he did , hefaſten'd his lips upon them with ſo much ardour , that his very ſoul 
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was all at his mouth , and had like to have ſtoln from him in that exceſc of love and 
contentment, The Princeſs waken'd by ſo cloſe and paſſionate a touch, and ſeeing 
her ſelf in a man's arms, ſhe, who thougha Caprive, had never ſeen any approach 
her, bur with ſuch reſpe&ts 2s are paid unto Divinities,was ſeiſed in ſuch a manner,thar 
ſhe could not expreſs how much ſhe was ſurpris'd and frighted , any other way then 
by a loud crying out; bur when ſhe ſtarted up to defend her felt againſt the violence 
of that enemy, and that ſhe had fix'd her eyes upon Oroondates his face, whoſe memo. 
ry was always preſent with her, and to whoſe ſuppoſed death ſhe gave thoſe tears, 
wherewith her cheeks were then bedewed, her aſtoniſhment turn'd into a cold ſhi- 
vering, which deprived all her {ences of their fun&ion , and made her after a ſecond 
cry , fall ſtrerch'd our in his arms, without any ſignof life. My Maſter quite be. 
fides himſelf; «nd tranſported with his paſſion, preſs'd her between his arms, bent her 
forward,and wetting her face with his tears,took kiſſes which had never been permit- 
ted him wich ſo much liberty , nor had he ever ventured on them with ſo much bold- 
nefs. In the mean time I ſtepping to the Fountain, and ſeeing how little help ſhe 
received from my Maſter , caſt water ſeveral times upon her face , but ſhe was in ſo 
deep a ſwoun , that ſhe came not to herſelf, and we were in an affliction hard to be 
expreſs'd , whenCleone , drawn by the Princeſſes cry , came running frighted to us; 
and atthe ſame timethrough another Alley, the Princeſs Pariſatis, Apamia, Arſince, 
and many other Ladies, 1 make you judge, Sir, of their aſtoniſhment and fear, both 
for the Princeſs whom they ſaw in aſwoun, or dead in the arms of two ſtrange men, 
and for themſelves, whom the condition of their preſent fortune made ewes or 
of every thing : they began already to ſend forth cryes , which would in the end 
have been over-heard by their Guards,when I riſing up, and leaving my Maſter intent 
about an imployment which their coming made him not forſake, addreſs'd my ſelf 
unco them, and dif-overing my face which was not unknown to them : Ladyes, (ſaid 1) 
Jou may deſtroy s;, but in ruining Orontes, you loſe the man who of all the world, is moſt 
affeitionate ro your ſervice , and Who comes to dye here , for no other end , but to give you 
proof of it by the loſs of a life which he layes down for your ſakes. 

Theſe Ladyes, though they were more dead than living at this accident,ceaſed their 
cryes at theſe words, and remaining immoveable, expeRted the iſſue of fo ſtrange an 
adventure, Inthis interim Cleone kneeling to Statira, unbuckled her robe, and cd 
ſo much water in her face , that at laſt ſhe open'd her eyes : Aſſoon as ſhe began to 
come unto her ſelf, ſhe cryed out, 4h! Orontes, and ſeeing him ſtill preſent, ſhe was 
like to have fainted away a ſecond time, My Prince kneeled down betore her, and while 
Cleene, more courageousthen the reſt , held her in her arms, he kiſs'd her hands, and 
bathed them in his tears, with ſo many ſobs , and broken ſighs, that ſhe being a 
licle recovered , ventured atlaſt to look upon him, and the reſt becoming confident 
by her example, _ tro.come all round about him. When ſhe ſaw her ſelf fortified 
by the preſence of ſomany, her fear began to paſs away , and fixing her eyes upon 
my Prince's , after having looked a while without ſpeaking , Are you alive ( ſaid ſhe } 
Orontes, or do you come after your death , to viſit Priſoners to whom you were ſo dear du- 
ring your life ? My Prince re-aſſured by thoſe words, and embracing her knees with 
ſuddenraptures of affetion , which cannot berelated, made anſwer, © Yes, Madam 
*L am alive, and being only born to live and to dye for you, I come to live and 
* dye here at your feet, andrender to you and yours, the ſervice I owe to both , till 
*the laſt moment of my life, | 

After theſe words, the Princeſs Pariſatis, and the Ladyes being a little ſertled, 
came nearer to him, and my Prince kneeling before Pariſatis , and faluting allthe 
other Ladyes with infinite civility , drew them by degrees out of the fright they had 
binin, and fill'd them all with as much joy asthey could receive in their captivity.$t4- 
tirg was ſorry my Prince had given ſo many proofs of his paſſion before thoſe Ladyes; 
but he who knew D arjzs his pleaſure, and who was upon the point of makinga more 
ample Declar:tion to them, was nor troubled at it, In the mean time Arfnce went 

to find out the Queens , to prepare them for this news, and free them from being as 
much ſurpriſed at ic as they themſelves had been, The amazement of thoſe good 
Princeſs 
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Princeſſes was not tobe equalled, and not being able to credit whit Ap/zze aid, nor 
to ſtay for my Maſters comming to them , they were going to the Grout: butasthey 
went they met him, who with che whole comp iny was comming toward them, afſoon 
as he was near them he fell upon his knee , and thofe good Queens hving lifted him 
up, embraced hima thouſand times, with tears of joy and affection, and expreſſed all 
the kindneſs to him which they could have ſhewed co Prince Artaxerves, it the Gods 
had rais'd him from the dead again. Are you alive then, Orontes ? (f:1d Queen $i/- 
gambis to him ) and have the Gods preſerved you to be a witneſs of or misfortunes, and 
of the r:ine of poor Darius, Tis now indeed, you ſee us truly Priſoners , and Priſoners 
of a Conquer:r leſs generous then you were , who from the firſt minute of our beins taken, 
effered us that liberty of your own accord , which Alexander refuſes both to the prayers and 
preſents of Darius. © Madam, (replied my Prince ) the Gods have ſaved my lite, after 
*4 loſs that made me hate it , becauſe they had reſoly'd that I ſhould neither keep it 
*nor loſe it, but your family I willingly obey them, and the powerful inclinztion 
that has forced me from Darixs, to come and dye in your preſence, or to employ my 
ſelf in'your ſervice , tothe laſt drop of blood that I have letr. 

Dariss his Queen learning by my Maſters words , that we had ſeen the King her 
Husband , after having expreſſed new txvours to him, began to enquire after that 
00d Prince ; and Oroondates drawing the Letter he had ſent him, out of his Pocker, 
preſented ir to them , meaning by the reading thereof to prepare them for the dif- 
courſe he had ro make. Sy/67ambis took it, and after ſhe had looked upon the Seal, 
which ſhe knew to be the King her Sons , ſhe broke it open, and read theſe words, 1s 
near asI can remember. 
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King Darius to Queen Sy/egambrs his moſt honor- 
ed Mother , and to Queen Szatira his deareſt 
Wife, HeaLTn. 


Hz that comes from ſaving my life , goes to ſerve the reſt of my Family; 
Orontes, whom the Gods have raiſed again for my ſafety, goes to labour 
for yours , and to imploy himſelf for your liberties , with that marvellous af 
feftion which makes him to forget his own Intereſts ts think of ours, But 
receive him" no more as Orontes , and repair by your ſubmiſs10ns the faults 

ou have commited, Honour in the perſon of a Prince , that has ſo perfettly 
obliged you , that of Oroondates Prince of $ cythia, who has drowned the ha- 
red of his Houſe , ina friendſhip which is ſo advantageous ts you , and which 
amidſt all our loſſes , ought to ſerve for our conſolation, Our Daughter Stati- 
ra, whom the Gods have given us for our happineſs, is his, both by the merit 
of his feed , and by the word of his Father, and of her King, Uſ: 
hims therefore as our Saviour » and as our Son; ſince that after ſo many 
loſſes his generoſity i ſo great, as ſtill to deſire onr allyance , endeavour to 
make it clear to him , both by your acknowledgement, and by the teſtimonies of 
your affect ion, | 


Darims, 
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The Queens finiſhed the reading of this Letter with an incredible aſtoniſhment, in 
which the Princeſſes kept them company, and particularly Sratira, whoſe diſcretion 
was to be admired, in diſſembling her joy in ſo ſudden and happy an encounter , their 
knowing of the Seal, and of Darixs his own hand, hindred chemfrom doubung in 
the leaſt manner of the truth of the Letter, but their experience of my Princes nature, 
gave them yet a {tronger belief, They began to uſe him with more reſpeR then or. 
dinary, and making appear that they expected a greater light into his affairs, by his 
own diſcourſe, they went together into a cloſe Arbor, and being ſer down upon tears 
of green Turt, they deſired him to declare the truth ot his life unto them; he yielded 
obedience to their commands, and in a few words made them an abridgment of whar 
1 have told you, excepting onely the love of Roxana, and the proofs ot affection he 
bad received from Statira, Thar Princeſs was extreamly faistied with his diſcretion, 
and all thereſt amazedart the laſt adventures you heard, as well in the barrel of 7/zz, 
and the reſcue of Dariz, as the generous paſſages with «Artaban, Parmenio, and A- 
lexander. When he hzd ended hisſtory to the perte&t contentment of the Queens, 
and to their great admiration of his vertue, they rendred him ſuch honors and civi- 
lities as almoſt confounded him, and exprefled their joy, both for the knowledge of 
him, and of his deſign, by ſach advantageous proots, that he thought himſelf glori- 
ouſly recompenced, both for allthe pains he hath undergone, and tor thoſe which 
in appearance the Gods had ſtill reſerved for him to ſuffer, 

Atcer many diſcourſes, Queen Statira turning toward the Princeſs her daughter : 
Daughter ( ſaid ſhe ) though you were not moved to the acknowledgement of what you ow 
Prince Oroondates, by the remembrance of our obligations to him, and by an inclination 
from which 7 believe you not exempt, and for which no body can lawfully blamt you ; the 
command of the King your Father is ſo expreſs, and that of the Qucen my Mother, and 
mine own likewiſe ſo juſt, that it 4s impoſſible for you to diſobey them, without drawing the 
continuance of theſe misfortunes that perſecute us moſt deſervedly upon your head. Diſpoſe 
yoar ſelf therefore, to execute ( as ſoon as it ſhall pleaſe the Gods to make an alteration in 
our Fortune) your Fathers Will and ours, ſince with the permiſſion of the Queen my Mſo- 
ther, 1 declare that it is conformable to his; 

My Prince at ſo obliging words caſt himſelfat the Queens feet, and Princeſs S:4- 
tira making a low obeitance, received the command, without anſwering otherwiſe 
then by a modeſt bluſh, wherewith her cheeks were overſpread, T hey then began 
to think of the meansof meeting again, and of deceiving the vigilancy of ſo many 
guards ; whereupon Or-ondates told the Queens the diſcourſe he had had with 44- 
dolominns,and the offers that good man had oft made him of his houſe,which was with- 
in the incloſure of the Garden, it was reſolved he ſhould {till make uſe of that re- 
treat, and that he might doit with the leſs danger, he ſhould quit his preſent habic, 
to take one more ruſtick, and leſs ſuſpicious, wherein we might paſs for workmen 
imploy'd to dreſs the Garden, and they on the other {ide promiſed him, that during 
their abode at $idon, they would not let paſs one day, without taking their walk there, 
ſince thatliberty was permitted them. | 

After having taken his reſolution, "_—_ began to grow late, and fearing ſome 
body might come in and ſurpriſe them together, the good Princeſſes bad him fare- 
well, and getting up into their Chariots, were carried back into their lodgings. We 
returned into Abdolomings his houſe, and my Maſter having embraced him a thouſand 
times, conjured him more ardently then before, to affiſt him, and excuſe him if he 
treſpaſſed ſo far upon his goodneſs, as to accept the offers he had made him ; and ſee- 
ing the good man diſpoſed to help him in his deſires, he diſcovered to him the de- 
lign he had todiſguiſe his condition under the habit of a Gardener, and begg'd fo 
earneſtly of him tor that employment, that he conſented to his requeſt, and furniſh'd 
us with ſuch clothes as we demanded, laying oursupfor us, and allowing us to con- 
uUnue in his houſe while Alexander or the Princeſſes ſhould ſtay at Siden, Toxaris, 
and Loncares, Our two Scythian ſervants kept our armsand horſes at the 1own, and 
took care to bring us meat, though Abaolominus would not have ſufferedir , bur my 


Maſter, to whom his poverty was not unknown, would not put him to any —_— 
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and did all he could to perſwade him to take his preſents, which he ſtill refuſed wich fo 
much generoſity and greatneſs of courage, that we often judged him worthy of the 
fortune which befell him within a little after. 

The next day Oromndates expected the Ladies arrival in the Garden, with an impati- 
ence equal to that of the day before, true it is that his minde was much more quiet, 
and that having nothing more to overcome but A/exanaers fortune, he thought him- 
ſelf in a high degree of felicity; they came at the accuſtomed hour, and fonnd him 
apparelied in a plain gray ſuir, yet not unhandſom, and ſuch as did not much dimi. 
niſh the graceful faſhion he had in his ordinary habit. Their firſt diſcourſe was of 
their affairs, and of the means that might be found for their deliverance, bur after 
they had ſtudied forthat in vain, and conſidered the impaſſbilities that thwarted it ar 
that preſent, they reſolved,to wait ſtill for the occaſions that heaven might offer them 
and not to uſe an unſeaſonable haſte that would bur ruine their deſigns,and take away 
all che felicity that might be found for the future : their converſation was long upon 
that point ; but the Queens judging of my Maſters impatience by their knowledge of 
his love ; and not doubting bur after ſo long an abſence, he defired ardently to 
entertain his Princeſs, were willing to leave him alone with her ; and taking their 
walk in theſe pleaſant Alleys, they obliged Pariſatis and the other Ladies to do the 
like, only Clcore remained with Sratira, but I taking her by the hand, walked at a 
little diſtance with her ; who not oppoſing my Princes happineſs, was content to af. 
ford him an entire liberty. 

Then it was that this paſſionate Prince threw himſelf before his Princeſſes feer, 
and that cementing his lips to her fair hands, he entertained her with the violence of 
his affeRion, in tearms whieh it would be hard for me to repeat, though I have learn'd 
part of them from his own mouth. There by a deluge of tears they ſolemnized the 
death of Artaxerxes, and endeavoured to comfort one another, for a loſs which was 
equally ſenſible to them. After they had given ſome time to that remembrance,07«- 
ondares wiping his eyes, Madam ( ſaid he ) 7 ſhould certainly have died, to keep company 
with a perſon whom I loved better then my ſelf, if my faithful Araxes, being leſs poſſeſ» 


ſed with grief, had not put me in mind of what I owed to you. I confeſs, Madam, 1 yielded F 


to that conſideration ;, and my friendſhip to Artaxerxes, mot being tobe overcome but 


by my love to you, my love got the vittory of my friendſhip, and made me preſerve that for bh 


you, which I had reſolv'd to loſe with him, and Which I ought to have loſt for him in ac- 
quiting my ſelf better then T did of the charge you gave me. 

The Princeſs, who had a mind to divert him from fo forrowful a remembrance , 
© You have put that life ( /ai4/5e ) but in two much hazard, which I ſo dearly recom- 
* mended to you; yer ſince you diſobeyed me fo ſoon, 1 beſeech you do ſo no more, 
*ifl have the power of it, I command ityou; and ſince itis impoſſible for us to fetch 
* back'my poor brother to life again, let ustake care that he neverdie in our remem- 
* brance, where we will raiſe him an everlaſting monument : And inthe mean time 
*revive your ſpirits as much as you can, and as our preſent condition will give you 
*leave; and knowing that all your griefsare as ſenſible ro me as ro your ſelf, reco- 
* ver your former looks, if you will have me finde thoſe features in your face, that 
* mademe love it, 

She pronounced theſe laſt words with ſo obliging a tone, and looked upon my 
Prince with ſuch a piercing eye, that he fell out of 6ne extream 1nto another; and pal- 
ſing from grief to joy in a moment, ſuffered himſelf to be ſo tranſported with his 
paſsion, that it made him loſe part of his reſpet; anddrawing nearer his Princeſs, he 
furpris'd her lips with his, and feal'd them with ſo much ferventneſfs, or rather forgot 
himſelt with ſo much ſweetneſs, chat ifhe ſeem'd as ifhe never would have parted from 
them, ifthe Princeſs had nor gently thruſt him back, ſaying, 7e # enough, Oroondates, 
abuſe not the priviledge ſo ſoon, which Darius his conſent has given you, and tir not u9 
the Gods yet more againſt us, by ſeeking pleaſures while our Family is afflifted with ſo ma- 
ny boſſes ; you will nat be leſs ſatisfied when you ſhall know I love you, by other proofs ; nw 

ſhall T love you leſs, though Turge you ſtill to continue that reſpelt which always pleaſed 
ze, and which becomes you ſoextreamly nell : My Prince a little aſhamed to & hunk 
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* ſo proved, znſwered her, © Madam, your goodneſs will pardon theſe tranſports, in 
* conſideration of their czuſe which pleads excuſe for them ;, and 1 hope you will not 
* think it ſtrange chat I pay my ſelf inone moment, tor the p: ins of a whole years 
* nor that a men grown inſolent by the approbation of the King ard of the Queens 
* emboldens himſelf toa liberty which their conſent ſeems to 2uthorize. Not That I 
* will meke uſe of it ifmy Princeſs be diſpleaſed, for fear much more to offend her, 
* then thct1 ſhall ſtir up the Gods againlt us, by the effects of my paſſion, and by my 
*moſt innocent intentions. But Madam, ought I co truſt my fortune, and may 1 with 
* ſome appe?rance of reaſon believe that your favour to me will continue ever firm? 
* ought 1 not to tremble ar the remembrance of A/cxander,and fear that that Conque- 
* ror of men may prevail alſo with the other ſex, and overcome your mind, either by 
© his fortune, by bis merit, or by the power he now hath over you ? That queſtion 
diſobliges me ( replied the Princeſs ) and if you think me fickle enorgh to yeild to any of 
thoſe conſideratiuns, you eſteem me but little, and by conſequente cannot love me mach, 
if it be true that perfett love is grounded upon the eſteem of the perſon beloved.; 1 live you 
Oroondares, both becanſe you deſerve it very well, and becauſe 1 believe you love me: and 
my affection cannot ceaſe, ſo long as thoſe two cauſes continue ; and though they ſhould buth 
fail, 1 know not whether I ſhould have reaſon enough left to wean my ſelf from it ; Fear 
not Alexander therefore any longer, ſince neither that fortune, nor that merit which you al- 
ledg, no nor the power he hath over me, will ever be able to ſhake the reſclation I have taken, 
and the promiſe I make to be never but yours, unleſs you change your humonr firſt, and 
unleſs you repent your having lov'd a Captive, the Daughter of a Prince di(poſſeſſed of 
his Eftates, and one who hath nothing of her former quality left, except her conrage. 
My Prince raviſh'd with the beginning, and deeply touch'd with the end of her dif- 


- courſe - * Ah 1 Madam (ſaid he ) donot accuſe me of a baſeneſs which 1 never can be 


* guilty of, he that feared northe difficulties that oppoſed his firſt deſign of ſerving 
*70u, will never conſider the changes of fortune, and if for mine own Intereſt I 
© might have beenpermitted to make prayers that were prejudicial ro you, I ſhould 
* alwaies have wiſh'd that the Gods had made you be born without that greatneſs, 
© which 1 would haverais'd you to, that 1might not have obliged you toabaſe your 
* ſelf ro me, nor to believe thatthe hight of your quality gave the leaſt increaſe to a 
* paſſion, which | conceiv'd for your perſon alone, but fince that notwithſtanding 
youre all divine, you yet vouchſafeto ſtoop ſo low as to me, and thatthis grear 
* diſproportion hinders you not trom giving me ſuch lofty hopes, the Gods are my 
* witneſſes that I enyy not their condition, and that 1 would not change my fortune 
*with Alexander, no nor with the Gods themſelves, 
| Beſides theſe diſcourſes they had many others, whoſe lengrh keeps me from repea- 
ungthem, and when they were fully ſatisfied by the mutual aſſurances they gave of an 
eternal affeion, they thought it time toreturn unto the Queens : So they went out 
of the Arbour where they were,and having call'd us, joyn'd company with them _ 
in one of the Alleys and continued with chem till they departed. After that day 7 
paſs'dmany others in the ſame tranquility, and my Maſter for that time was fo fari 
fied withthe condition of his love, that it almoſt made him forger that of Darixe his 
affairs, and of his Princeſſes Captivity : but within a very little after, that calm of 
Fortune was ſomething troubled, and it was by the arrival of the Ladies that had 
been taken at Damaſcus, who being brought to $i were put among the reſt. My 
Prince was glad indeed at the coming of Barna, and in ſhew for that of Roxana, and 
that Princeſs to whom then both the true affeRion, and true quality of Oycondates were 
no longer unknown,for ſome daies forbore her importunities, bur ſhe fell.into them a- 
gain a while after in ſuch a manner, that ſhe made him loſe much of the good will 
and eſteem he had for her, yet did he conceal her love with ſo much care, as well to 
follow the incitements of his own vertue, which obliged him co hide the faults of a 
perſon who committed them only for his ſake, as becauſe he knew her wit was able to 
croſs him in his affeRion, and perchance utterly to ruinir, if he ſhould abſolutely have 
offended her. 
Inthe meantime Alexander fell in love with Barſina, and as you know that new 
N paſſion 
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paſſion made him ſeethe Ladies often, whom before he viſited not at all, through an 
affeted continence, which many times had made him fay, that the Perſiaa 1.odies 

troubled the eye-{ight. Oneday when they were in our Garden, and my Prince wich 
them in his ordinary entertainment, the defire of ſeeing Barfna brought him thither 
your ſelf was with him, and Hepheſtion, Perdiccas, Lematns, and divers others, At- 
ſoon as ever my Prince ſaw him comein, he ſlunk away from the Ladies, and retired 
into a Corner of the Garden, where he fain'd to buſie himſelf.in a Trade wherein 
he was not very skilful, not giving over that imployment, of all the time the King 
continued in the Garden, and every time he took the like walks, he hid himſelf {0 
carefully that he ſuſpeRed not any body could obſerve him. In all other occaſions we 
kept our lelyes exatly upon our guards, but within a few daies after we had a terrible 
fright, whereof you know the cauſe well enough, though I believe not the effe& it 
wrought in us. | 

We were with Abdolominas in his houſe two or three daies after the King had been 
there, when we ſaw a great number of his Guards come in, and a manar the head of 
them who ſeem'd their Captain, I began preſently to tremble, bur my fear was infi- 
nitely increaſed when Abavlominns advancing toward them and asking them the cauſe 
that brought them thither ; he that was the chief of them made anſwer, we cometo 
feek for a Prince that lies hid here, diſguiſed in a habit nothing ſuitable to his qualiry, 
he muſt come before Alexander to whom he is not unknown, and receive from fo jult 
a King, the recompence that is due to him. Judge Sir, of my Maſters aſtoniſhment; 
then it was that he thonght himſelf abſolutely loſt, and no longer doubting but thor 
ſome:of Alexanders attendantshad diſcovered him in the Garden, his mind was peſtc- 
red with ſeveral thoughts, ſuitable to the condition in which he was , but he was 
quickly eaſed of his apprehenſion by' the fame mn who had already ſpoken, and 
who addreſſing himſelf {tillro Abdelominus , Prince Abdolominus ( ſaid he } be zir 
truck with wonder, but come and receive from Alexander the Crown of your Conntr:y, 
Jour vertue cannot continue longer hid, and great Hepheſtion to whom rhe King has 
teft the diſpoſing of it, chuſes you among all the Sydenians, to command a people that gives 
an univerſal teſtimony of yotr wiſdom and integrity ,, Leave off therefore theſe clothes un= 
worthy 0 9 preſent condition, and putting on thoſe that are appointed for you, come 
andgive thanks to Alexander and Hepheſtion, for the preſent which they make you and 
for the eſteem they have of your merit. 

Our aſtioniſhment was diſſipated by theſe words, but that of Abdolominus was ſuch, 
as you may imagin he could not believe of a long time but that they mocked him, and 
when he fiw them perſevere, he received that change of his condition as a misfortune 
ſent him from heaven, and behaved himſelf before them, and before Alexander as 
you _ and as all 4/a ( to whom this Story is fo well known ) ha's highly 

ubliſhed. 
f Lyſimachus interrupting Aravxcs attheſe words, I was with Alexander (faid he) 
when he was brought before him,and theKing after having conſidered him a while,/er 
#5 hear ( ſaid he ) ſince we deſtine thee'a Crown, in What manner thou haſt ſupported thy 
poverty. *I beſeech the Gods ( reply'd Abaolominas without being moved ) that I may 
* ſupport the Crown with the very ſame mind. This anſwer pleaſed the King ſo much, 
that he found it ſo conformable to the relation he had heard of him, that he confirmed 
Hepheſtims choice, and added to the Tetritories which Stato was wont to poſſeſs, 
ſome other neighboring Provinces, of which that good man remained peaceable King 
with a general approbation. My Prince ( reply'd Araxes ) was extream glad of his 
Sood fortune, and prais'd the Gods for a ſucceſs ſo marvellous, and fo full of Juſtice. 
This new King expreſſed great kindneſs to us, and made usmany advantageous offers, 
favouring us in our deſign, as much as he could poſſibly, but within a few daies af- 
ter Alexander reſolv'd to remove from Fydon, to go unto the fiege of Tyre. My 
Prince was much troubled at that reſolution which put him beſides all his convenien- 
cies, and reduced him to a neceſſity of ſeeking new inventions to ſee his Princeſs. The 
day before they were to go away, he conſulted along time with the Queens and their 
laſt concluſion was, to make uſe of Bar/ſn4's friendſhip, and of the power ſhe had 
over 
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over Alexander to obtain from him, that during the fiege of Tyre he would leave them 
in that Town, which was but a ſmall dayes Journey trom thence. ZBarſina was glad 
of that occaſion to ſerve them, and to free her ſelf from the diſcommadities ot the 
Army, and that very Evening being viſited by the King, ſhe ſo well repreſented to 
him , how the tenderneſs of the Queens and Princeſles, and her own likewiſe was 
ſuch , that they were not able to endure .the want of accommodition which they 
muſt ſuffer neceſſarily in that Siege , beſides how the unwholeſomeneſs oi the aire 
(ir being a Sea-Town) might prejudice their healths, eſpecially thatof Darias his 
Queen, who was not very well already , and of Sy{gambzs, whoſe conſtitution was 
weakned with years, thatthe King who truly loved her , and who likewiſe conſide- 
red, how their being there would incommode his Army, granted all ſhe defired and 
cave themall permiſlion to remain at $i4-», during the Siege , leaving a ſtrong party 
there to guard them. The joy ofthe Princeſſes was incredible at this news, but my 
Maſters was far greater, ſeeing his happineſs continue , when he expeRed nothing 
but the end of it. ' | Tt 
Alexander departed on this manner , and 0ronadates remain'd in his former (atisf4- 
Rion, and to compleat his good fortune, the Ladies having defired to lodge at Abde- 
lominus his houſe, that they might with more liberty make uſe of the Garden, ir 
w:s willingly granted them by NVicanecy and Seleucus, in whoſeruſtody they were 
lefe ; Thus my Maſter who under che habit that diſguiſed him, had free entrance 
thicher , was for the moſt part with them, and then he was in an high degree of con- 
trentment; the proofs he daily received of Statira'saffettion, having rais'd himto 
ſuch a point of felicity , that except the liberty of his Princeſs , andthe ſatisfaction 
of Darixzs , he had nothing more to wiſhtor , true it is, thathe often bluſhe for 
ſhame, to-ſee himſelfidle, and obſcured in a habit ſo unworthy of his birth, whileall 
Aſa was inarms, and conſidering himſelf in that eſtate, Araxes ( ſaid he often to 
me) art thou not ſorry for my miſerable condition, and for that hard neceſſity whith for= 
ces me to att a part ſo contrary to my courage, and to the beginniugs of my life ? muſt 
I remain with my arms acroſs , and languiſh mnder this mean apparel , uſing nothing but 
a pruning hook, ,, while Alexander ſ\veats xnder his.Curaſſe, and wins Empires with the 
edge of bis Sword? 9 Gods , what a ſhame, or rather what an unjuſt confiriint is thus ! 
and yet Araxes ( purſued he.) it 5s impoſſible for me to conquer it, and theſe conſiderations 


of mine honour , cannot dra me from a place , where thoſe of mine affeftion have tyed me 


faſt. | 
He often made theſe refle&ions , and was molt ſenſibly aficed with them, all his 


deſigns were forthe libertie of the Ladies, but though he atrempted many , not any 
of them could be effe&ted , and they were fo carefully guarded , thar be loſtall h 
ofdelivering them any other way, then by Darix his gerting ſome Victory, or by 
generolity of Alexander. rath 3+ 
In that time he was — perſecuted by Roxana, and that Princeſs not: be+ 
ing taken off by the little ſucceſs ſhe ſaw in ber love, preſſed bim with ſo much obſti> 
nacy , thatin the end ſhe forced himto an averſion :. true it is, that ſhe brought him 
to it by a thouſand malicious tricks , and by as many little inventions ſhe ſtrove.to 
make ſome breach between him and his Princeſs; and yet though he thereby felt moſt 
killing diſcontents , his diſcretion was alwayes ſuch, .that he would never diſcover.the 
cauſe. ofthem, andthar atthe price of his own repoſe , he preſerved a confideration 
of her, which afterward proved very hurtful ro him: He often ſaw the fair Far five; 
and liv'd with her in; a modeſtliberty ; having found fo much yertue in that Lady; 
and fo much freedome to him., that he thought himſelf obliged to honour the one; 
and to acknowledge the other by all manner of proofs of his good will : It wasupon 
theſe foundations, that Roxana built her treachery - ſhe firſt ( cunningly, and with- 
out ſeeming to have any deſign) made the Princefs take notice of therr familiarity ; 
ſhe made her obſerve the care he took to entertain her particularly , their kind look? 
ingat one another, and that confidence which they had not in others,and bethought 
her ſelf of ſo many little ſubrilties, all grounded upon ſome probability, thar in.the 
end ſhe made ſome imprefſionin Sratira's mind, ind beganto perſwade her , _ 
N 3 
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ſhe who art firſt ſight had captivated the hearc of Alex4ader the Great, might by a 
long frequencation have gain'd ſomething upon that of Groonderes.. To theſe thoughts 
ſhe added the remembrance of the Journey he had made to Damaſers, whither he 
had been carefull ro retire , to no other purpoſe bur to ſee Bar/ina, and trom whence 
he would not haveſtirr'd , if he had not been forced, having been carried to Alex- 
ander's Camp with her, and having itaid there only for her conlideration, _ 

All theſe things which malicious Roxans blew into Sratira's ears  whenſoever ſhe 
found opportunities , beganto move her, and touched her in the end fo ſenſibly, thac 
the grief of her ſoul appeared quickly in her face ; ſhe receiv'd my Prince more 
coldly. then ſhe was wont, and by little and little, grew to live with him in ſuch a 
way , that not knowing what to impute that change unto, he was eyen ready to 
dye with exceſs of ſorrow, and dehiring to find whatit was, aſſoon as might be, 
he laid hold of the firſt occaſion that offered ir ſelf ; nor was it hard for him to find 
one, for the liberty he had to entertain his Princeſs every day, did facilitate the means 
unto him. To that purpoſe , having met her one dayin the ſame Grot, where 
he had found her aſleep, there being no body with her but Clone, to whom their 
love was not unknown , he kneeled down before her , and ſeeing that ſhe kept her 
eyes fixt upon the ground without regarding him, he ſaid to her with ſtrange inward 


motions accompaned by a deepigh , 7t 5s exceeding hard for me, Madam, to imagine | 


the cauſe of your coldne(s toward me , out it is much harder for me to bear it without dy- 
ing; pardon me, I beſeech you , if T take the liberty to tell you , that I think this alter - 
fion very ſtrange , .and that the manner of youg carriage to me for ſome few dayes of late, 
þas put me into rorments which I cannot poſſiblyexpreſs, if I have tranſgreſſed, ſentence me 
#0 death,fince the leaft faults I can commit againſt you, deſerve not any lighter puniſhment jt 
ox have foundin this miſcrable man, any new aefetts that were unknown to you, diſcover 
them to me for Charities ſake , to the end I may either corrett them, or for ever baniſh from 
your ſight, a perſon to1 defettive to be loved by you : but if T be neither more guilty, nor 
more defettive , then 1 was before this fatal change , make me #ot dye with ſo mnch mnju:- 
fice, and ſo little knovledge of my crime. 

He ſpoke theſe words with much aRion and vehemence, and the Princeſs anſwe« 
ring only by ſome tears, which it was nor poſſible for her to withhold, after having 
in vain expected her reply; yhat, Madam , (continued he ) ave theſe then the tears 
you give unto my death , after having reſold upon it > Have you charity enough to be- 
wail my loſs, and yet not goodneſs m_ to let me know the cauſe? 

The Princeſs at laſt hfring up her head, and looking upon him with an eye , which 
though full of rears, enflamed him more than ever , made anſwer withour being mo- 
ved; * Orontes, Orontes, neitheram I'capable of change, nor you of tranſgrefling;your 
*inconſtaney is not to be blamed, finceit makes you torſake a Captive, for the Miltreb 
* of her Conqueror, and of her Maſter. My Prince underſtood not the meaning of 
theſ&words:, and replyed in great diſtraction : 7beſerch you , Madam , explain your 
ſelf better, and draw a man that is already beſides himſelf, out of the confu fron into which 
Jon have put him", whatſoever you intend to accuſe me of , the Gods knoW that I anz moſt 
innocent , and 1 expoſe my head to their loudeſt thunder , if T be guilty to you in the leaſt 
thowyhr. ©To love Bgrſina ( anfwered ſhe ) isnot to be guilty , ſhe is truly fairand 
© lovely , yet allher good qualities cannot give you a diſpenſation for your Oarhes to 
© me, norabſolveyou from the infidelity you commit againſtthe daughter of Dari, 
andthe ſiſter of Arraxerxes, for one of their ſubjects, ' Do not change your-coun- 
* tenance , Orontes ,( continued ſhe, turning toward my Maſter, who was quite furpri. 
*ſed, and counfounded at ſounexpeRed a Diſcourſe ) the truths diſcovered at laſt, 
*hre'canfe of your Journey to Damaſcas, and of your'itay amongſt us isno longer hid,” 
© and Thavefoundatlaſt, aguinſt my will, that I ferved for nothing but a pretence and 


* ttvak of your new affe&tion : but well ( purſued ſhe with tears in her eyes.) follow | 


* this laſt inclination, I oppofe not the advantage you find inthis your change and 

*though I cannot ſee it withour griefunto my ſelf, yer willI ſee tt withourany re- 

*ſentment that may be prejudicial co you. | 

My Prince quire amazed at this adyenture,, and not knowing where to « way = 
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that could juſtifie the conſtancy of his affefion, was able ro do nothing at firſt bur 
embrace her knees, and ſhed ſo many tears upon them, thar by his ſighes, and the 
vehemency of his ation, ſhe beganalready to believe him partly innocent, and to loſe 
ſomething of her former opinion. Bur when he lift up his head, and that ſhowing her 
a face all drowned in tears wherein his real paſſion was too lively painted , he was 
preparing to lay ſomething in his own defence , he ſaw Barina all alone paſling cloſe 
by che Grot, and ofa ſudden, withour conſidering that his ation might difpleaſe his 
Princeſs he ran diſtractedly #o her, and drawing her by che robe unto the entry of 
che Grot , he fell down upon his knees before her , and taking her hand with an ati 
on that marvellouſly ſarpriſed her , Barſina ( iid he ) 7 comure you by the light of the 
Sun; and by the pore þ of Oroſmades , and of all the Gods that hear , by the head of Da- 
rius, and j the memory of Memnon , to draw me ont of the Gulph , into which you have 
precipitated me ; and to declare before the face of Heaven , ana of thoſe Gods I have invg« 
hed, if ever by any of. my Words , or by any of my attions , T have expreſs'd any affeftion 
zo you, and if ever either here , or at Damaſcus, or at Perſepolis, 7 have liv'd with you 
in any other faſhion, then 1 might have done with mine own ſiſter, 

Theſe words pronounced with a tone quite extraordinary , did fo ſurpriſe Farſi, 
that of a long ime ſhe could not anſwer, and when ſhe had alictle recovered that deep 
aſtoniſhment, * Prince Oroondates,( ſaid ſhe) I know not why yourequire ſuch a de- 
* claration from me ; but whatſoever you may ſuffer for my conſideration, I proteſt 
*ro you by the ſame Gods you mentioned , that I am moſt innocent and declare be- 
* fore the Princeſs, that I never receiv'd , nor pretended to any of thoſe things from 
*you,, which aredue ro her alone, and which I deſireto yield her while [ live. 

Although Statira by her countenance witneſled the amazement this aRion cauſed 
in her, yet was ſhe very well ſatisfied withit; and notbeing able to attribute that in- 
diſcretion(in a man whom ſhe had alwayes known moſt diſcreer) toany thing but the 
violence of his paſſion, ſhe began to fall alittle from her jealouſie, and to ſuffer 0- 
roondates , who was now'a little ſerled , to perfe&rheundeceiving of her, by the aſ- 
filtance of Barſina, who repreſenting unto her the little probability there was in her 
{uſpitions, and the advantages the had given her, above her, as well in beauty,as 
indeſcent , left not any mark at all of the impreſsions ſhe had received; and when 
found ſhe wascured ofthem , and that ſhe learn'd from her mouth , how much Rox- 
&1a had contributed to them , © Ir nmſt neceſſarily be ( continued ſhe ) that this ma- 
*licious woman either loves Oroondates , or hates us; bur, Aſada, lend her your ear 
*no more , and believe that *cis not without ſome intereſt ſhe takes ſo great care to 
* make a difference between you. 

My Maſter bluſhc at chofe words, bur he diſcovered nothing of Roxana's affeRti- 
on, and imporcunities ; and addrefsing himſelfto Statire, adam, ( faid he ) the 
Gods without donbt have rais'd her up , tokeep me from loſing the knowledge of my ſelf , in 
the happineſs to which I am exalted, by the favour you have done me ; but ſince by an- 
other of the ſame nature , you "draw me out of the grave ; Which ſhe had prepared for me, 
1 conjure you not to hearken to her any more to my — ; and never to ſuſpett him 
of infidelity , who. can never poſſibly be guilty of it. © AndI( added Barſina ) for my 
* part, if I were handſome enough to give you juſt cauſe of jealouhe, I proteſt to 
* you, that aſſoon as ever I had my liberty , I wouldretire, and deprive my ſelf for 
: gy Oroondates his ſight , though 1 value both his company and his perſon very 
* mucH. 

The Princeſs aſhamed of what had happen'd , asked pardon of themborh, and 
caſting her arm about Barſina's neck , conjured her earneſtly to forgetit. In this 
manner they were reconcaled, and my Prince thereby grew more ſarnsfied then be- 
fore, in the aſſurance of being loved by his Princeſs. This little accidene ferv'd to 
make him: diſtruſt Roxana; and from thenceforward he avoided her as mucf 
as poſibly tie could , and lived with Sratira, in better intelligence thenever, ſhe 
having open'd her eyes, -and conſidered rhe lirtle reaſon ſhe had had in her ſuſpi= 
tions. 

Bnt ſome few daies after, Alexander wearied with the length of the —_ of 
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Tyre, came to refreſ/himſelfa little at $idwr, it wasbeliev'd to be for Barſina's ſike, 
and perchance that was his firſt intention : burin effe& that day he ſpoke to Princes 
Statira , and which: is. more, ſpoke to her of love, The Princeſs who had ever 
been made to fear that misfortune , anſwered him with much modeſty, and confide- 
red the condition ſhe was reduced to, without forgetting the quality of her birth, 
The next day he entertain'd her with the ſame diſcourſe , and before they parted, he 
made her know, that he was reilly in love with her, She conceaPd not the truth of 
their converſation from the Queen her mother , nor from $y/igambis, Pariſaris,and 
her companions : but ſhe diſcovered nothing of it arthat time unto my Prince , be- 
lieving that the knowledge thereof would affi&t him, and that Alexander's paſſion 
might vaniſh as ſuddenly as it was come , without my Maſters hearing any thing of 
what could not choſe but be moſt unplealing to him, But Roxanadid not theſame. 
and contrivins new kinds of malice upon this occafion, twodaies after Alexander was 
ne back , he came to my Maſter in an Alley of the Garden, and took her time fo 
well, that notwithſtanding all the care he uſed to avoid her , yet was it impoffible for 
him to get away. Tos fly from me, Oroondares, (ſaid ſhe, coming nearer to him) and 
Joufollow thoſe that fly you , or at leaſt thoſe that deceivt you, and deſpiſe you. See what 
it is, not toknow how to tak: your aim better : A Lady of meancr quality then the Prin- 
ceſs of Perlia , is unworthy of your affettion ; but alſo a Prince of leſſe power then A- 
lexander is unworthy of the Princeſs of Perlia's. [ alwayes told you that Statira was mt 
for you; but that pride you have ever had , made you mock, at my predifFions. I an 
mow a little ſatisfied , fince I am revenged, and if generoſity would ſuffer me to mak; 
ſport With anothers unhappineſs, I ſhould now have a fair occaſion to be even with 
0m. 
Oreendates heard theſe reproaches patiently, and waited theend of them with a 
marvelous coldneſs , though he was already touch'd with a deadly apprehenſion , 
and when ſhe had done ſpeaking, © Well Roxana ( ſaid he) whitherdo all theſe re- 
*proaches tend , and wich what new misfortynes, or what new afflitions do you 
* mock me? Ah the inſenſible man ! (replyed Roxana cunningly ) Oh the Phyloſe- 
pher ! how well he knows which way to take a reſolution in his croſſes, and to bear the aſa 
ſaults of Fortune with an equal countenance ! do not diſſemble Oroondates , nor do net 
fain a conſtancy , of which [judge you not to be capable , you are mextally ſtrucken , and 
:f you bawve lov'd as truly , as you deſired I ſhould believe, you will have much ad to 
bear this loſs. 

Though my Prince knew that young Lady was full offubrilty , yet was he troubled 
at this Diſcourſe , and croſſing his arms upon his breaſt : Bur, Roxana ( ſaid he to 
* her) will you tell me nochingelſe ? ;7har, (replyed Roxaza) would you have me the 
believe , | that you alone are ignorant of what is unknown to zo body elſe , and that you only 
have not heard of Stauta's fortune ; you I ſay that have more intereſt in it , then all they 
that know it? ©1I have indeed ſo much intereſt in it , ( anſwered my Prince ) that it 
© ſhall ever bethe maker of mine ; butI have heard nothing yet to perſwade me ſhe 
* is changed. How? .( ſaid Roxana ) do you not think hey happy then , in having ef- 
fetted her deſign , as ſhe has done, to make Alexander in love with hey, and inthaving won 
the heart. of that great man ſo much, by the induſtry which ſhe , and the' Qucens hav? 
uſed for that purpoſe, that he 1s diſpoſed to marry her within a few dayes , and by that 
wry to reſtore peace unto Perſia , and that ſplendor unto the family of Darius whichit 

as loft ? 

My Maſter at firſt knew the malice of Roxana, but when he made refleQion upon 4- 
texanders- Journey to Sidon , and that he remembred he had ſeen him ſpeak often to 
Statir4, which he had neyer done before, be began to fear part of what ſhe ſaid, and 
anſwered her with anun-aſfured voyce.. * Madam, by your malicious talk, you have 
*already. been like to ruine me; I know not what your deſign is, and though you 
* ſhould ſend meto my.grave; Lam ignorant what fatisfaRtion you can drawfrom m 
* death z rhis you ſay is not onely unkhown to me, but you muſt pardon me if I w 
"you, itis your own invention , and that Sratira will never uſe any induſtry to.make 

© any body love her : ſhe who is fo generally beloved by all thoſe thatknow her, and 
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« who can winthe heart, not only of Alexander, burof all men living without trou- 
* ble, and withour uſing any arcifice. Though Roxana felt her ſelf ſtung with thoſe 
words, yet did ſhe anſwer without being moved ; Tox may believe what you pleaſe of 
it, but be it as it Will, you ſhould never have heard this news from my month, if thoſe 
affairs were in tearms of being concealed, you may learn the truth of the firſt you meer, 
and of Statira her ſelf, who will not be abl: ro diſſemble it much longer from you. 
At theſe words ſhe left him in ſuch a confulton of thoughts, thathe knew not where 
he was, he ſardown upon a ſeat hard by him, and calling to minde all thoſe things 
that could confirm, what Roxana had ſaid, he fell into a mortal agony : true itis, thar 
his knowledge of her m:lice, and the late proots ſhe had given of it ina buſineſs of 
the ſamen ture, kept him a little from the deſpair which threatned him , he paſt the 
reſt of that day in ſtrange diſquiets, and the next appear'd fo fad, and look'd fo ill, 
that he was ſcarcely to be known : he walk'd in the moſt retired Alleys, and Statira 
who was troubled to be ſo long without ſeeing him, ſought him at laſt her ſelf, bein 
attended by none but Cleone, and having gone over almoſt all the Garden, ſhe fou 
him laid along cloſe by a ſtream that ran thorow it, his belly toward the ground, and 
his head leaning upon both his hands, down which ran tears that fell into the warer. 
The Princeſs ſeeing him in that condition, hearing him ſigh two or three times, made 
a{opuncertain what todo, while my Maſter, not thinking himſelf over-heard by 
any body, and not beingable to retain his choughts. 7t is roo much, great Gods, ( (-id 
he ) it is too much, andif my misfortune ve true, you or:ght not to have prolong'd my 
life by ſuche xtraordinary waies, to tear it away from me now by one more extraoramary ; 
but ( continued he ) he ſhall nat long enjoy this plori:ns conqueſt, and that goneref'y 
which diverted the anger of an enemy, fhall not ſtop the fary of a rival. He had 11d 
more if his reſtleſneſs would have ſuffered him to continue long in the ſame poſture, 
and if turning upon one ſide, he had nor perceiv'd che Princeſs, who hearken'd ro him; 
he was aſhamed to have been ſurpriſed in that manner, :nd wiping his eyes, he aroſe 
and bowed to the Princeſs with 1o ſad a face, thar ſhe read part ot his ſorrow in it, bur 
not deſiring to be free trom any that he felt, HoW now Orontes, (faid ſheto him )what 
wew diſaſter afflifts -you, and what onght T to fear by thoſe tears I ſee you ſhed, by that 
ſaaneſs I obſerve in your lorks, and by thoſe words I heard you ſpeak, ? 
My Prince conſtraining himſelf exceedingly to make anſwer, * Madam, ( ſaid he 
* that Alexander loves you, isan effeRt of the ſame merit that forced me to do ſo, but 
*that by your care you ſhould win him to ir, and thatro grin his heart, you ſhould 
*uſe an induſtry unworthy of your ſelf, is a thing which deſtroys the proteſtations 
*you have made me, _ takes away alife which you were once ple:s'd to defire I 
*ſhould preſerve. The Princeſs ſurpris'd atthis Diſcourſe, and rouch'd with pity, 
replied in offering him her hand, That Alexander /oves me is a thing moſt difficult for 
me to hinder, but that I (honld ſeek his love, or ever conſent to it while T live, 1s a thing 
Jon cannot ſay without ffending me, and which you cannot have from any body but Rox- 
ana. ©Itistrue, ( anſwered Oroondates ) Roxara.give me the firſt hint of it, but ſince 
* ſo many things have confirm'd it,- chart am bur roo well inſtruRed in it, to haveany 
*quiet, or Ne. wn to have any lite". | 
Statira looking upon him witha more chearful countenance, and with an eye able 
to drive away all tear, replied, / ever dowbted, that that 'malicions creature Would take 
occaſion from what is paſt, to trouble our contentment, but dear Oroondates, 7 wiſh 
the Gods you invoked the other day for your juſtification, Would make 'me periſh before your 
ever, if ever you had more canſe, then at this very time to be ſatisfied With my affection. 7 
confeſs Alexander has talk'd to me of love, whether it were to divert himſelf, or that 
perhaps he be truly in love with me ;, but if his Courtſhip has wrought any effeft upon 
me, and if | receiv dit from him any otherwiſe, then as from the deſtrojer of aur family, I 
defere to ſuffer all the torments which Qroſmades inflifts upos the moſt perqur 4 ſouls ;, true 
*-zr, TconceaP d it from you alone, as the perſon whoſe quiet was molt conſiderable ta, mee, 
end to Whoſe quiet I thought it moſt prejudicial ; be dear Oroondates, .do not Fea 
this rival, and receive Jet once agam the promiſe 1 make you, that, ſo long as 1 believe 1 
have your affetion, neither Alexander, mor any cther man but your ſelf, ſhall have the 
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leaſt part of mine ;, and that no reaſon of State ſhall ever make me wiolate the faith [ 
give you, and Which 7 will preſerve unto my grave. O Gods | what a ſtrange condition 
1s that of lovers, and how ſubjeft is it to ſudden and marvellous viciſſitudes | A minute 
before theſe words, my Prince defired nothing but death, and now he falls our of an 
exceſs of grief, into an exceſsof joy, which isnot imaginable, he inſtantly recoyers 
'his former livelineſs, and deteſting the malice of Roxana, imprinted a thouſand 
kiſſ:s upon the fair hands of his admured Princeſs, with tranſports and raptures thac 
are incredible, | 

Thus was his minde quickly cured again, and Roxana deceived inthe projet ſhe 
hidto advance her own 2ffzirs by chat means From that time forward, they both 
began to hate her, and reſoly'd not onely never to give credit to her words any more 
but not ſo much asto have any communication wich her, they did according to this 
determination, and four or five daies after, my Prince having met her, and deſiring 
utterly to bre1k with her ; Afadam ( ſaid he )-yonr plot has nor taken effet, and the 
Gods have hitherto preſerv'd ns from your malice ; but if you think to Win a heart by 
ſuch extraordinary ways, and ſo contrary to thoſe that are commonly prattiſed to gain 
affeftion, I give you notice that you are infinitely deceived , and as I open'd my minds to 
au at Damaſcus, with all manner of freedome, I do ſo now again, with the very ſame, 
and tell you plainly, Whether you will or no, that it is nmpoſſible for me to love you ; "tis not 
without conſtraining my humonr very much, that I tcll you this truth, and that I con 
gure you to let bimbe quiet, whom you have been already like to ſend unto his grave, He 
{t:id not to hear her anſwer, but going away, with a low reſpeR, left her in ſuch a 
confuſion 3s you may imagine, 2nd from that day avoided her converſation ſo dili. 

gently, that he was no more importuned by her, 
Two daies after the Princeſs meeting him, and taking him intc an Arbour, © 00x. 
* dates, faid ſhe, I will let you ſee how exaQtI am in my promiſes, and how carefully 
© I will labour for yout contentment , my new ſervantis not cooled fince his depar- 
© ture ; Ihave juſt now receiv'da Letter from him, which herel bring you, and to 
* which I deſire that you your ſelf would make the Anſwer, if youthink fit I ſhould 
* write any, ſaying fo, ſhe gave him a paper, and my Prince having open'dir, found 

* theſe words, 


L———— — 


King ALEXANDER tothe Princeſs 
ST ATIRA. 


T He Conqueror of your Kingdom, lets himſelf be conquered by you alone z 
and you alone have been able to do, what all Aſta hath attempted in vain, 
1 deliver up my Arms fair Princeſs ;, and take more glory inmy — then 
Thave taken in all my vittories ; but uſe not that with cruelty,which you have 
obtain'dwith juſtice ; and deal not with him as an Enemy, who declares him- 
ſelf your Captive, | 


ALEXANDER, 


My Prince was exceedingly troubled at this perſeverance of Alexaxder's, and from 
the very beginning foreſaw thoſe misfortunes, which have ſince befaln him ; he judg'd 
it not convenient for her to exaſperate him,inthe condition ſhe was in, leſt ſhe ſtould 
ra nn tier ſelf the indignation ofa Conqueror, and of a Maſter , and that there- 
fore ſhe was obliged to teturn an anſwer ; ſhe would haye had him di&ate ber Let 

ut 


” 
- a — __ ——— O—_ l_ 


Book IV. CASSANDRA. 9% 


uſed himſelf,and remitted that cargxo her own diſcretion, and the prudence 
hrs Queens . ſo having asked their advice and agreed with them, ſhe anſwered 


him in theſe terms; 
The Princeſs STaT1&a-to King Ausxanpas. 


c T HE quality you give me, ſuirsfslictle with the condition T'amre- 
« 1 qucedro, that it is almoſt impoſſible for me to keep them both; you 
«re ſtill unconquered, and ſhall ever be invincible,unleſs you be overcome 
«with other arms then mine; che fortune of our houſe having confin'd my 
«eyes tonogther employment, but only to weep for the deſolationot it, 
< vill not ſuffer me to make uſe of them, to any other purpoſe, nor:to ac- 
© knowledge you for other then my Conqueror, and my Maſter, firice I am 
*really your priſoner, | 


STATIRA, 


The Princeſs ſent this Letter by him, that had brought Alexandeys, and within two 
daics after ſhe recciv'd another, whereof as Lxemember theſe are the words; 


a 


King ALEXANDER to the Princeſs STaTiRA. 


T H E Maximes of Love are ſo different from thiſe of War, that the con- 
dition of a priſoner, and that of the Miftreſs of my heart, are not incom- 
patible 5 you need not keep them long together, but may quickly looſe the former, 
if you pleaſe to accept the latter : If you a ep we will make an exchange 5»: 
and if you diſdain not the pap ion of a King that dies for love of you, Ile quickly 
pay the ranſom of your liberty by that of 

ALEXANDER, 


The Princeſs by the advice of the Queens return'd him this ſecond anſwer , ' 


* The Princeſs STaTiRa to King ALkXanDER. 


**T" IS but to divert your ſelf from the toils of War, that you ſpend time 
* 4 in entertaining your Captives, I will ſtill preſerve tha title, ac- 
* knowledging my fat unworthy of that which my misfortune forbids me 
*toaccept; andT hall never defire my liberty, but with the freedome of 
. *the Queens, andthe happineſs of Darius ; the honour you do me ſhall 
* not make meforget my miſeries, nor rake from me the remembrance 
* of what is due to Alexander the Great, from the unfortunate 


STATIRA, 


T, 
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1 know not whether 4lexangers ambition was at that time ſtronger then hislove,and 
thathe would not engage himſelf furcher by Letters to reſtore the priſoners to liber. 
, and peace to Darius his Eſtates; or whether ſome other reaſon disfwaded him , 
bur the Princeſs received no more of them while we ſtaid at $idm, and my Maſter 
very wel ſatisfied with his ſilence a .coldneſs, did yer far ſome, time freely en joy 
all che contentments whereof his ſoul was capible: : . 4. hh 
But fortune grew weary of favouring him ſo long, and the taking of Tyre, quick- 
ly rob'd him ot choſe delights, which he taſted unſeaſonably, while all 42 was in 
mourang. ;- 1 hat ſtately ;Town was tikeng as:you know, after a ſeaven m6tths ſiepe, 
and Alexanders Forces-which he letf/at;Sygengreceiv'd order to come tg;joyn with the 
reſt, andbring up the priſoners. Julge Sr, of my poor Princes trouble, .and ima- 
gin that he was infinitely ſenſible of it ; though he had alfeidy prepared himſelf for 
that change. He bewailed thofe 60d Princeſles, who were going to ſuffer the in- 
commodities of an Array; true'itis that they were accuſtomed to them with Darixs, 
andthat.with Alexander: they were'but litde worſe accortimodared,-for indeed the 
King hadjtaken'care'to haverhem uſed-like Queens, . continuing their houſhold fer. 
vants about them, and endeavouring to make them bear the misfortune of their con- 
dition, by the noble uſage they received, they never heard a rude or unbeſeeming 
word,nor ever ſaw any body bur ſuch as rendred them all the reſpeRs they could haye 
required from Darius his own SubjeRs , bur Sir, I forgot to whom1 ſpake , you know 
more of this then 1 do , and I am confident were not ignorant of many things 1 have 
related to you. 2 * th | 
To proceed, I will tellyou that my Prince wasin aſtrange irreſolution, he could 
not reſolve to forſake his Princeſs, and to leave her a prey to Alexandeys paſſion; but 
on the other ſide he knew no means to ſee her as he had done, and though. the Gods 
ſhould have offered him a ſecond opportunity as favourable as the former, his know- 
ledge of Roxana's malice, would not ſuffer him longer to hope for any ſatety ſo near 
Alexander : and he fear'd with ſome appearance of reaſon, that her unquiet ſpirit, 
infinitely exaſperated againſt him, would in the end diſcover all his praRtifes to the 
King, and flie to all extremities, rather then ſuffer any calm in that happineſs, which 
ſhe often had openly diſturbed. Beſides ( and that reaſon was indeed the ſtrongeſt) 
the noife of arms awaken'd him, and as «Achilles beheld himſelf with ſhame among 
the daughters of Zycomedes, while all Greece was runing to the Siege of Troy, he 
conteraned the life he led, while all the world was fighting, and while Darizzs was al- 
ready in the Field; to recover whathe had loſt, orto decide the Empire of Aj;a by a 
. final battel;This laſt conſideration made him reſolve upon a cruel parting,and knowing 
that Darius was near Babylon, with the Army he had ſet on foot, he purpos'd to go back 
ro him again, and to run his tortune in wha part of the world ſoever he ſhould fight, 
having at laſt concluded it, after a very ſore conflit with himſelf, he communicated 
his intention tothe Queens and Princeſſes ; they didall they poſlibly could to keep 
him longer with them, but havingalledged to them the conſiderations that forced him 
to depart, and particularly that of his honour,and of the ſervice he owed unto Darims, 
he inthe end made them conſentto it, It is impoſſible for me to tell you their ſ2d A- 
dieus; imagin to your ſelf all that ſorrow can produce in hearts like theirs, for ſo cru 
el a ſeparation, and you may conceive a ſmall part of what they felt : the Queens 
embraced him a thouſand times, Pariſatis and Barſina gave him a thouſand teſtimo- 
nies of their trouble; and of their affetion : bur his Princeſs was like to dye indeed 
when he took his laſt leave of her; She beld him a great while in her arms, drown- 
ing himintears, which flowed from her eyes as two ever-ſtreaming ſources , ſhe 
ſpoke the kindeſt, tender'ſt words to him, that Love and Grief could put into her 
mouth, and brought him into ſuch a condition, that nothing but his tears bore wit- 
neſs thatthere was ſtill ſome little life in him. When ſhe was upon the point to get 
up into her Chariot, to obey the cruel Ordinance of the Conqueror, embracing him, 
and killing him forthe laſt time, Farewell Oroondates (ſaid ſhe ) remember alwaies this 
poor Priſoner, and be as att in the obſerving of your promiſes, as all the world ſhall ſee 
we reſolute to dje;rather then break Ng which I have given you : © And you Madam (re- 
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© ply'd my Prince ) never forget your faichful Oroondates, and to fave his life, which he 
* will imploy only in your ſervice, relilt Alexanders affetion , and defend him from 
* Roxana's malice. | 
They departed in this manner to go to Tre, and from thence to Gaza, which Alex. 
ander was preparing to beliege ; Good King Abdolominrs was very lorry for their 
oing away', but he would needs detain my Matter two daies __ as well to enjoy 
bis company , asto ſtay for a Paſport trom Alexander, without which he would have 
found it very difficult to get to Babylon, Abdolominus procured itas for a friend of his, 
andrill it came, expreſſed all the endearments to my Prince, he could any way invent, 
giving bim ſo many proofs of his affeRtion , that being extreamly obliged to his kind 
freedom , and moſt aſſured of his ſincerity , he in part diſcovered to him his quality, 
and the paſſages of his life : but he was ſtrangely ſurpris'd when art the return of him 
that had been ſent to Alexander ; he ſaw with him a Page whom he knew to be Rox- 
ana's, he was a little troubled at it, but not to appear utterly uncivil, he heard his Meſ- 
ſage, and receiv'd a Letter which ſhe writto him, having operr'd it, he foundin ita 
bracelet of hair delicately wrought, and folded up, and drawing aneyil omen from 
that preſent, he read alſo words to this effect. : 


— ————> OC 
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The Princeſs ROXANA tothe Prince of Scythia. 


I Ow great Fw the rigour you have ſhewed me is, I cannot imagine your 
heart ſo hard, and ſavage , as you diſſemble it ; the wildneſs of your 
_ may well have contributed ſomething towards that harſbneſs you ex- 
preſs, but 1 aſſure my ſelf , your deſire to pleaſe another, is almoſt the only 
cauſe of it, Give it over from henceforth Oroondates, and with it the hope 
of poſſe Ping one who already thinks no more of you, and to whom the Gods have 
deſttn'd a higher fortune, For my part , Tthink it not handſem in you to diſ- 
dain that I have already offered you; and my belief that you will acknowledge 
your faults at 7 » makes me ſtill continue the remembrance of you , and per- 


ſwades me to ſend you this Bracelet of my hair , which you will keep tenderly 


if you be wiſe , and if you think your ſelf worthy of the favenrs of 


Roxana. 


Oroondates was ſo amazed at this liberty,or rather at this impudency of Roxara,that 
he knew not what judgement to make of it : © O Gods! faid he, hath this Woman 
*loſt her wits; or if he perſiſt ſtill inthe deſign of gaining an affeQion, does ſhe fo 
* little underſtand the way ? See here Araxes( continued he, ſhewing me the Letter ) 
*in what terms ſhe writes; and do but mark if they ſeem not choſen purpoſely to abufe 
* me, and to make herſelfbe hated ; bur ſhe ſhall receive ſmall fatisfaRtion by it; and 
* if ſhe will force a Letter from me, to play me ſome new trick with Fratira, ſhe ſhall 
*be ſure to ſee nothing init to her own advantage : in this lumour he call'd for Paper, 
* and following his firſt inclinations, he wrote to her to this purpoſe, 
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OROONDATES wo ROXANA. » 


= TE you were of opinion that I diſſembled, you were notat all deceived; 

*] did difſemble I conteſs my complyance to you , bur I diſſemble 
* not in my paſſion for one more loyely then you are; you have indeed 
«* made me forſake a place , which your importunities made me hate, I 
© leave you without any trouble, and without any deſign to advantage my 
& ſelf, either by your remembrance, or by your tayours, Iobtained them 
<& yith too much eaſe to value themz and becauſe the Preſents of Enemies 
< are alwaies fatal,I ſend you back your Bracelet,and retain nothing of you 
«thatcan trouble the repoſe of 


ORrROONDATES. 


My Prince wrote this Letter againſt his humour , and againſt the reſpe& he had 
ever born to Ladies, but being much difpleaſed with Roxana, and judging that ſhe 
had written to him in ſuch diſobliging terms , with ſome malicious deſign, he meant 
to thwart her intentions byan anſwer,trom which ſhe might not be able co draw any 
advantage in caſe ſhe would make uſe of it againſt him , that was itchat made him 
write.on that manner , though he hath ſince repented himſelf ſufficiently, and havin 
ſealed up the Braceler with his Letter,in another paper, he delivered ir to the Page,an 
ſent him back to his Lady. The next day he took leave of Abdelominus, and that 
good min at his departure, made him all the kind profeſſions, and all che obliging 
offers he could hope for from a perfe& friend ; my Prince return'd him thanks wir 
much civility , and great acknowledgement of his favours, and could not part from 
bim without ſome addition to the ſorrow , which oppreſſed him already for his ſep3- 
ration from Statira. 

Thus it was that we went from $7don, and taking our way toward Babylon, we hait- 
ed 0n with great days Journeys, ſtayingas little any where as we could poſtibly. Our 
AMacedmian habits , and Alexanders Paſports favoured us much in the Territories of 
his Conqueſt, bur aſſoonas we had paſſed them , we put on our Perſian ones again, 
and travelled with the more facility in thoſe Countreys that were yet under Darius 
his obedience. I ſhould loſetime, if I ſhould tell you the particulars of our Voyage, 
in which we had no memorable encounter, beſides, we made fo little ſtay inthe pla« 
ces where we paſſed , that we obſerved not the diverſities of them , at laſt we arrived 
near to Babylon, and having paſſed the 7Tygris we found the whole field becween that 
Riverand the other of Exphrates covered with ſo many thouſand men, that we were 
in a greater admiration thenever of Darixs his power , who after ſo great loſſes was 
able yetto raiſe ſo great recruits. 

True it is that he uſed his urmoſt endeavours to make theſe lateſt Levies, and that 
beſides the Batriaris , the Zopdians, and the Indians, he had likewiſe drawn into his 
pay ſome of the Scythians, that inhabitedin Aſa on this fide of Mount Tmans , who 
notwithſtanding the enmity of their Kings, had offered to ſerve him againſt the Com- 
mon Enemy of Aſia : My Maſter having paſs'd through all theſe Forces, came to 
the Gates of Babylon, and to make ſhort, entred into the Palace where the King at 
that time made his abode : all thoſe to whom he made himſelf known as he went by, 
welcomed him with gladneſs, rendring him ſuch honours as they thoughr due unto 


his merit; and the news of his arrival which ran from one to another, beingar laſt 
broughr 
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brought unto Darixs, the good King ſurpriſed with a _ cannot be imagined 
came out to meet him with all the Lords that were then about him. Hefonnd him 
onthe top ot the Stairs, and my Prince kneeling upon one knee to ſalute him, the Kin 

raiſed him up with ſo many dear and tender expreſſions, that his affeRion to him He 
covered it ſelf moſt viſibly by thoſe proofs, and by the tears which fell down his 
cheeks for joy. 4 Son (ſaid he, holding himin his arms ) may 7believe my eyes, that 
1 ſee you again, and can it be that fortune having forſaken me ſhould ſtill leave me the con- 
ſolation I lock, for from you? Great Oroſmades ( purſued he, looking up to Heaven ) 
if the ruine of my houſe be inevitable , haſten it net ſo faſt but that I may have leaſure ca 
ſatisfie ſome-part of what I owe this Prince. | | | | 

*Sir, (reply'd my Ataſtcr)L am too glortouſly ſatisfied by the honour you do me;and 
* though 1 ſhould dye at your feet, 1 could never acquit my ſelf of thoſe favours 1 
* have received of your Majeliy : 1come hither to ſeek the occaſions ofit, and I for- 
*ſake the glory to which your goodneſs had rayſed me , for that of running the ſame 
* fortune with you. After ſome other paſſages of the like nature, the King gave time 
tothe Princes and Lords of his attendance , to welcom him in their turns, rhey'did it 
with exceſs of civility , and Prince Oxyartes, Afazens Governor of that Countrey and 
Lieutenant General of the King's Army , Aricharzanes, Oriebates, and many others 
whoſe names and perſons have been known to you ſince , ſtrove who ſhould honoyp 
him moſt, and in a manner confounded him with their Complements and teſtimonies 
of reſpe& and affe&tion. 

This firſt reception beingpaſt, the King appointed hima lodging in his Palace, and 
from that time forward uſed him as his Son,and as the only man upon whom he groun= 
ded the remainder of his hopes, Our Equipage had been there'a long time before, 
and Darizs having by thoſe that came withit , and by the Letters they had broughc 
him , learn'd all that happen'd to my Maſter before their departure, he himſelf told 
him whatſoever had befallen him ſince, except thoſe things which his diſcretion made 
him to conceal. Darizs who could nolonger contemn Alexander, was troubled at 
the proofs of his vertue , which he received by my Princes relation : and believ'dir 
would be very difficult for him to conquer ſo generous a perſon, and one who by fo 
many vertuous ations drew both the. Gods and men unto his party ; but yet healſo 
received ſome contentment , in the hope he had thatthe good act the Queens 
and Princeſſes ſhould ſtill continue. My Maſter heard from him that he had made 
a Truce tor two years with the Kingof Scyth;a his Father; who had yieldedto it, 
by reaſon of ſome troubles that aroſe in his Dominions , and of the threats he him. 
ſelf received from Alexander , againſt whom he made preparationswith a couragi- 
ous reſolution to dye upon his Frontiers, rather then endure the Yoke to which all 
Aſia ſubmitted, he alſo was very gld to ſee the Scythians that were under Darius 
his pay, and having made much of their Commanders that came to wait upon him, he 
promiſed to fight at the head of them himſelf, and being very well pleaſed that he was 
able now to do Darixs better ſervice then formerly he had done, he diſparch'd two 
of the principal Officers with Orders, Money, and Commiſsions, to make more Lea- 
viesin their Country. 

We were four or five months in theſe preparations for the War , and my Maſter la- 
bouring in them with much diligence, and eaſing Darixs as much as he conld\, made 
him, A/azens, Artabaſus, and all the old Commanders, wonder both at his vivacity in 
21] his ations, and at his experience in ſo green years, as ſeem'd almoſt incapable of 
it, Darizs who admired thoſe excellent qualiriesthe heavens had given him, was ex- 
treamly ſatisfied with his daughters happineſs, and ſeem'd to lament her captivity one- 
ly becauſe it retarded the means of his gaining ſo accompliſh'd a Sonin Law, When 
we had ftaid at Babylon aslong as I have told you , news came to Daring that Alex- 
andey being returned from the Temple of ?upiter Hammon, and having already crof- 
ſed through Zg3pr, was marching dire&ly towards us with all his Forces, beingreſol- 
vedto proſecute him, into what part of his Dominions ſoever he ſhould retire. This 
Intelligence made him haſten his preparations the more , and when he ſaw his Army 
in the condition he deſired, he went from Babylon with an intention to meet Alex- 
&r, uponthe way he heard he was coming, 
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Itell you all theſe things ſuccin&ly , as not concerning my Maſters Hiſtory particu- 
Jarly; and to go on with my recital as briefly as I can , Iwill tell you that Daring 
made a general review of his Army , where there was ſo many different ſorts of Na. 
tions, Armes, Habits, and Languages , that itis very difficult to reckon them, neither 
is it neceſſary ; and beſides , you have heard enough of them ſince to eaſe me of thar 
trouble. About that time my Prince's Levies which he had ſent to raiſe upon the 
Frontiers of Scythia, came up alſo, they were above thirty thouſand men, in ſo 
order , that the King grounded part of his hope upon them , and provided for their 

and quarter more carefully, then he did for the natural Perſians, 

With theſe Forces he piſs'd the T'ygris, and learning by Spies he had in your Camp, 
That Alexander was notfar off , he ſent forth Sryaropaces with a thouſand comman- 
ded horſe to diſcover, and diſparch'd 2Zazeus with fix chouſand more, to cut off paſ- 
ſages, and ſpoyl the Country where your Army was to encamp, believing with reaſon 
that by that means he ſhould incommodate your Forces, who received their ſubſiſtence 
only from the field : you felr the effeRs of ir, and I aſſure my ſelf that within a while 
after you found the Corn deſtroyed , andthe Villages burn'd, and yet ſmoaking with 
the fire he had ſet them on by the Kings command : the Victual of our Army was 
brought part by land in waggons, and part by help of the river : we quartered at Ar 
bela a Village then of very ſmall note, but ſince famous by our defeat; and having 
with a Bridge of Boats paſs'd the River LZycu in five dayes time, we went to encamp 
- near the Bomele another River , where the fertility of the Countrey , and the vaſt ex. 
tent of the Plain, gave the King as much conveniency as he could defire, to range the 

t number of Tis Battalions at liberty , he likewiſe cauſed all uneven places to be 
levelled, the Trees to be fell'd, and all things beaten down that could take away any 
part of his advantages ; but while he was carefully buſied in that employment, here- 
ceivedill news by {azezs, who return'd into the Camp, being repuls'd by your For- 
ces, and not having beenable to keep the Paſs of the River, where Srraropaces with 
his thouſand horſe had been cutin pieces by Arriſto» Commander of the Peonians : 
Upon this, and the intelligence he gave us that Alexander was not above a hundred 
and fifty furlongs from us, we began to diſpoſe our ſelves in goodearneſt to the 
batte], 

For this purpoſe the King viſited all his Squadrons in Perſon, cxus'd Arms to be de- 
livered to fuch as wanted , and made his Chariors be armed with ſharp Sithes, and 
heads of Javelins ; but while he was taken upwith theſe buſineſſes, and that with a 
marvellous diligence, he gave thoſe Orders that were neceſſary,a man was brought un- 
to him, whom his Sentinels had taken as he was coming overfrom Alcxanders Camp 
ro ours : His eyes were full of tears, and when he was near enough to be obſery'd, the 
King my Maſler , and _ others knew him to be Tyrexs the Eunuch , who having 
been taken by the Queens, had continued with them ever from that time : Theſight 
ofhim, and the ſadneſs that appeared in his countenance wrought ſo upon the King, 
that fearing ſome misfortune , he durſt hardly inform himſelt ofthe occaſion of his 
coming , and yet wanted patience to expeR what he would ſay, foreſeeing he had 
brou P: ſome fatal news. In the end, after having looked long uponthe Eunuch 

ating , Thy face( ſaid he ) preſages ſomething mortal, but Iprithee diſguiſe nit the 
truth from me , and flatter not him whom cuſtom has made ready to receive all manner of 
diſaſters. DoeFt thou not come , Tyreus, totell me the diſhononr of my houſe, and to affiilt 
8 Huiband, or a Father, with the ignominy of his Wife, or Daughters? | 

Tyreus anſwered with much adoe , aud lifting up his eyes, which till then had 
been fixed upon the ground : *I weep not, Sir, (ſaid he ) for the diſhonour of your 
*Family,it hath ſuffered none , but that of Captivity, and truly hath received from the 
* Conqueror all thoſe reſpets, and marks of honour, which it was wont to have 
* while with your Majeſty; bur Sir, I weep, (continued he redoubling his fiohs) 1 weep for 
© the death of anl1lluſtrious Queen, your dear Conſort, and my good Miſtreſs, who 
* hath lately breathed out her ſoul in the arms of your daughters, and of the Queen 
* your mother, 

Alchough Darixs had taken a ſtrong reſolution to reſign himſelf wholly to _ 
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will of the Gods, and with a Royal conrage to bear all the miſeries they ſent him, 
yet could he notar this fo new.,and ſo ſenſible aflition,remember that brave determi- 
nation, but receiving this loſs, as an arrow that ſtruck himto the hearr, he funk 
almoſt withour ſigne of life, in the arms of choſe that were about him , and when 
he recovered his ſence and ſpeech, he made ſuch woful lamentations, as touched then 
all moſt deeply with compaſſion, and the whole Camp learning this misfortune of 
one another, was fill'd 1n a moment with groans, and Funeral cryes. My Prince 
bewailed that Queen, as her vertue, the proofs ſhe had given him of her love, the 
intereſt of his Princeſs, and that of Darivs, rogether with his own good nature obli- 
ged him , But ſeeing the King in ſuch a morral grief, he diſſembled part of his own, 
ro give him that conſolation, which he received more willingly from him then from 
any. other, Darius was along hour ſighing and rormennng himſelf, not able to 
ſpeak one word with a ſetled judgment , and when by the aſliſtance ot my Maſter, 
of Oxyartes, and the reſt, his paſſion was brought to a little leſs violence, he refleed 
upon hisloſs, and ſtil] doubting ( though what Tyres bad faid might have made him 
hope the contrary ) that his vertuous Queen died for the defence of her honour ; 
0 Alexander ! ( cryed he ) what have 1 done againſt thee or thine, that ſhould make thee 
wſe me with ſo much inhumanity ? was I one of the Murtherers of King Philip, or of a- 
ny other perſon that was dear to thee, that thou hateſt and perſecureſt me, though I have gt= 
ven thee no cauſe to doeither , But though thou doſt aſſautt me in a. fair War, Wwhar glory 
canſt thou draw from this defeat, and what trophyes of honour canſt thou acquire, by the 
death of a poor woman, who never injured thee, and who only defended that by duty ; which 
thog perhaps didſt attempt by violence? 

The Eunuch hearing theſe words, addreſſed himſelf unto the King, and faid, * Sir, 
*I beſeech you uſe not Alexandeys vertue with ſo much in dignity, and donot ſoill 
* requite thoſe honours he hath paid to the deceaſed Queen, and to the reſt of your 
* Majeſties family yet remaining with him, he hath ſerv'd them all with great reſpe&, 
"and for her death ſhed not many fewer tears then your Majeſty , I proteſt to you 
*Sir, before all the Gods, Alexander received this news, as you have done, and was 
* as much afflicted at it, as for his brother or for his own ſon, he rendred the ſame du- 
* ties to her corps,which the Queen his mother could have expected from him,and for 
* his grief one could hardly have diſcerned a difference *rwixt youtsand his. The King 
looked earneſtly upon the Eunuch while he ſpoke, and having hearkned to him atten- 
tively, he fell in a moment out of one ſuſpition into another, and his jealoufie 
joyning it ſelf unto his grief, beganto torment him with exceeding violence, He roſe 
upfrom the bed he lay upon, and taking the Eunuch by the hand, led him into an 
inward chamber, where ſeeing himſelf alone with him : | Now it 5s Tyreus 
( faid be ) that I require proofs of thee, both of the fidelity thon oweſt me , and of 
the zeal thou haſt had for the ſervice of my Family ; behold the face of thy King, and if 
thou yet find'ſt any Majeſty in it, or any cauſe of reverence, which the change of my 
fortune cannot exempt thee from, ſpeak, to me With the truth thou oweſt bothto thy paſt 
oaths, and to the preſence of the Gods that hear us. I do not threaten thee with torments 
zo force it from thee ;, for if the misfortune of the Pertians, have not made thee turn Ma- 
cedonian, the command of thy natural King will ſooner draw it from thee, then fear of 
zortagee ;, 1 conjure thee therefore by the power of Oroſmades, by the bght of the Sun 
which we adore, and by all that thoa deſt acknoVeleage to be moſt huly, and moſt ſacred, to 
diſcover unto me the true cauſe of Alexanders lamentations, and of the ſorrow he expreſ< 
ſed for the deathof the Queen thy Miſtreſſe ; for what ſo moving pity can he have far 
the wife of his enemy, who has nat the leaſt ſpark of it for the deatht of ſo many thouſand 
men, as he ſacrificeth to his ambition, without having been at all offended by them/ ? how 
can her loſs ſo deeply touch him, whom my misfortunes, my entreaties, and my offers could 
mot move at all ? andin ſhort, what chaſte friendſhip can a young Conqueror have with 
the wife of a man whom be fer with ſo much civility | 

Tyreus who underſtood the Kings meaning by theſe words, caſt himſelf inſtantly 
at his feet, and ſhedding tears upon them, Ah ! Sir, ( cry'd he ) deal better with the 
© memory of the moſt vertuous Queen that ever was, and diſhonour not her after 


her 
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© her death, who honoured you ſo perſeRly during her life : She wasan example of 
* yertus, chaſtity, and conjugal affeRion ; and Alexander is one of generolity, conti- 
© nence, and moderation : neither the Queens, nor the Princeſles your daughters have 
© ever felt their captivity, butby your Majeſties abſence, and your enemie ha's ne- 
© ver uſed them otherwiſe, then as he would O/ympies, orour Queen Syſgambrs. 1 
© proteſt this to you Sir, by the Veneration I owe your ſacred Majeſty, and by the 
* power of the whom you invoked, thar if in all I have ſaid, Ihave ſweryed 
* 2ny thing from the truth, I conjure the Great Oro/mades to ſtrike me dead with thug. 
* der at your feet. 

The Eunuch accompanied theſe words with many oaths and tears, which cleared 
the Kings minde of the ſuſpicion that harboured init. When he knew the innocence 
of his dear wife, he began to be at a little better quiet, and having nothing to perplex 
him but his grief alone, he gave way to thar, and ſitting down weprfor ſome time with 
his face covered ; but when he was a little ſerled, he aroſe from his ſeat, and came 
back into the great chamber where he had left all the Princes, then lifring up his eyes 
to heaven, and claſping his hands together , Great Gods ( ſaid he ) if the prayers of him 
whom you have abandoned may yet be heard, be ſo merciful unto me as to _— ſucceſs to 
Perſia, and ſet me again by your aſſiſtance in the T hrone to which your goodneſs raiſed me, 
to the end that in my Vittory and re-eſt abliſhment in my Dominions, ] may be able to acquit 
wy ſelf of the obligation 1 have to Alexander, for the noble uſage my Family hath recei- 
ved from him , bat if in your divine Ordinances, whoſe decrees are irrevocable, it be de. 
termined that I muſt fall, and that I nauſt make rooms for more happie ſucceſſors, grant 
O great Gods, that never any other of mine enemies except Alexander, may ft after me 
pon the Throne of Cyrus. 

He ſpoke theſe words with fuchan aRion, and ſuch a tone, as made all that were 
preſent know, they came from the bottom of his heart; and having taken alittle reſt, 
at the entreaty of his friends, he ſuffered himſelf to be ſpoken to, and gave them leave 
to alledg all thoſe reaſons that could bring him any conſolation, 

The next day, though he believed himſelf much more powerful they Alexander 
and that according to probability, he might hope for the victory over him, he was fo 
ſenſible of his great humanity and vertue, that it made him think ſtill of peace, which 
Alexander had refuſed twice already, upon :he conditions he had propoſed to him , 
To thiseffe& he ſent ten Ambaſſadors, of the moſt conſiderable perſons of his Courr, 
with ample power to treat with him, and to offer him thirty thouſand talents for the 
Ranſome of the priſoners, and his daughter Pariſatis in marriage, with allthe Ter- 
ritorites in Dowry, that lie berween ZE xphrates and the Helleſpont. I need not tell you 
who know ſo well, how Alexander received them, but at their return, they brought 
anſwer to Darims from him, That heaven conld net ſuffer two Suns, nor earth two Sove- 
raign Emperours ; that if he Would yeild him the firſt place, and be contented with the ſe- 
cond he would grant him the peace he deſired ;, but if he Would not ſubmit to that condgti« 
on, he ſhould prepare himſelf to battel. 

Darins hereupon deſpairing of Peace, turned his thoughts wholly upon war, and 
diſpoſed himſelfin goodearneſt to the encounter... To this end having made a gene- 
ral Rendezvourz of all his Forces, in the great plain where they were encamped, he 
divided them into two bodies. At the point of the lefe wing, he placed a thoyſand 
Baftrian horſe, a thouſand Dates, four thouſand: Arrachoſrans and Scans , thele firſt 
Squadrons were followed by a hundred Chariots armed with Sithes, after which 
marched Beſſzs, with eight thouſand Za#rian horſe, ſeconded by two thouſand A7aſ- 
ſagetes ,, then {tood the infantry of ſeveral Countreys, ſeparated according to their 
Nations, and commanded by Officers of their own Provinces: Next theſe appeared 
the Perſians, Mardes, and Zogdians commanded by Ariobarzanes, and Oriobates, 
with many other mingled Troops ( whoſe names I neither know nor their Officers ) 
and fifry Chariots under the charge of Cradates, commander of the Caſpians, Ind 
ans, and people near the Red Sea, uſeleſs in fight, and who were rather ro make up 
number then do Service , theſe were followed by fifry other Chariots armed wich 
Sithes, and ſharp cutting blades, and by part of the Forrain ſuppbes that were under 
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the Ki , after them marched thoſe of the lower Armen, the Babylorians Bol- 
mage ted thatinbabic che Mountains of Cof/a, and then the as. a — of 
Enbea,the Phrygians,the Catalonians, andlaſt of all the Parthians ; Theſe were the 
Forces whereotche'left wing was compoſed : Upon the right were the Syrians, the 
Mede, and thoſe of the greater Armenia, the Cadncians, and the Cappadecians, with 

Chariots as the former : All che Army conſiſted of fifty thouſand cle, and two 
hundred thotrſand foot, After it was imbatrelled inthis order, the King made ir 
march about ten furlongs forward, and finding the plain very commodious for his de- 
fign, he commandedir to make a ſtand, and reſolv'd thereto expeRrthe Ehemy in 
00d order, and with a good dehire ro fight, 

The next day Maze being gone out ot the Camp again, with four or fivethouſand 
horſe ro make diſcovery, came back within a ſhort time after, with certain intelli« 
gence that Alexanders Army was very near, andthart they werealteady upon the top 
of a hill whence he was newly come : This news made the Perfians ſtand to their 
armes allthe reſt of the day, and of the night following; Darirs, who believed that 
Alexander by reaſon of the diſproportion of their Forces, would rather fall upon him 
inche night, thendiſcover his weakneſs in open day, and in a Plain where he could 
receive no advantage from mountains and rivers, ashe had done in Ci/icia, fer forth 
very ſtrong out-guards, cauſed an abundance of fires to be lighted, and uſed all ne» 
afery circumſpeQion to avoid a ſurpriſe, The night was ſpent on this manner, and 
as ſoon as day appeared, we diſcovered your Army encamped cloſe by ours , both of 
them began ro ſhout moſt terribly, and theſighr of one another wrought ſeveral ef- 
tes, and ſtirr'd up very different thoughts in the hearts of the Soldiers : My Maſter 
entring into the Kings Tent, gave him the good morrow, and found ſome of the 
Commanders already with him. Darix«expreſled much favour to each of them in 
I, and teſtifying the confidence he bad in their valour, obliged them by the 

nors he did them, to employ their utmoſt forces, notto contradit his good opini- 
on of them , but addreſſing himſelf eſpecially to my Prince, after having embraced 
him a thouſand times, he asked him what command he pleaſed to accept of, and at the 
head of what Troops he would fight; Oroondates having communicated to him'a de- 
hgn he had, and left a Commander in chief, over the Bodyof Scythians, in his ſtead, 
choſe out onely a thouſand from among them,and the moſt valiant Perfans, ro make 
uſe of them, as ſoon as he ſhould find an opportunity. | 1 

The Councel of War having been held, Orders given, and Sacrifice offered, the 
King put on his Arms, and with him my Prince, Oxiartes, Artabaſus, and the Princi- 
pal Officers of the Army , and when they thought ittime they got all on horſeback, 
except Darins,who having ſeated himſelt in his Chariot, went up and down the ranks 
every where, to animate with his voice and preſence the moſt faint-hearted,and raiſe 
them to a contempt of danger ; his countenance had an extraordinary Majeſty, his 
voice was louder and clearer then it was wont; and becauſe 1 was very near his Cha» 
riot, I heard him ſpeak to his Souldiers, in theſe or ſuch like words, 


DARIUS his Speech unto his Army, 


WE have been Maſters heretofore of all that the Ocean waſhes, and of all th: Hel. 
leſpont environs, but Wwe have loſt it all, and fight no louger now for the recove- 
ry of thoſe Countreys, nor for glory which is more conſiderable then our eſtates , but for 
our ſafety, and for uny Liberty, whichis dearer to us then owr lives : Heretofore we had 
new ſupplies, and places of refuge , We conldrecover in Cilicia, what we had lift neare 
the Granicus , we could retire into gyria,Wwhen we were beaten into Cilicia, bar now ne are 
reduced to ſuch extremity, that our places of retreat, our ſupplies, our Goods,” ony Cities, 
and all our lateſt hopes, are ſhnt up within the cirenit of this Camp ; here therefore it is, 
that we muſt either conquer to ſave what remaines. or lay onr bones in the preſence of your 


wives and children, who have no ther ſecurity but that of your defence. This is the fas 
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tal day , that muſt either eſtabliſh, or mterly deſtroy this Empire, which: for this two bun. 
dred and thirty years has been terrible to the Whole world. The Gods are witneſſes that 
1 have done my part for its converſation , 1 nave rais d forces, 1 have arm'd them, I bave 
brought them to face the enemy, and noW the reſt depends on you : do but dare to conquer, 
and never be frighted at a vain reputation, which can make no impreſſion in men of con- 
rage. It is but raſtme ſs, which hitherto you have feared, miſtaking it for true valour ;, ha» 
ving vented its firſt fury, like Serpents that have loſt their tings, you ſhall ſee it faint and 
anguiſh. This Plam diſcovers that weakneſs, which the mounta is of Cylicia concealed; 
behold the thinneſs of their. ranks, and mark how their Wings ſftretch'd out to the uttermoſt 
length, have left their battel empty, and without defence: as valiant as you count them, We 
eaſily may trample them unaer our horſes feet, andif We win this battel, the War is end. 
ed, They have noway to ſcape, being ſhut up between to Rivers, and their Camp bur- 
then d with our ſpoils,1s comberſome, and diſabled to retreat, what they have taken from us, 
will facilitate our victory, in Which you will buth find your ſafety, and recover all that you 
have boft. 

T 7 Alexander, whoſe name ſtrikes ſuch a terrour in the feartal, is a man as well as 
the worſt of yon, happy rather by our coWvardiſe, then his own valour. Though fertune has 
given [ucceſſe to his temerity, her favours will not laſt for ever whereas reaſon alone makes 
ewr felicity durable. Perhaps the Gods have thus affittted Perſia, only to make this En 
pire ( proud of an univerſal command) acknowleage a Soveraign power, and think, upon the 
frailty of humane affairs, which in proſperity does often eſcape our” memories. We have 

ermerly made war againſt the Greeks, wpon their Territories, now we repel it in our ovpn;, 
theſe are the viciſſitudes of fortune, but if you be aſſaulted with them, your K ing hath felt 
them much more heavily ,, forbeſides the publick, calamities, the miſeries of my family, 
ought to move you to compaſſion. 

My Mother, and my Daughters, your Queen and your Princeſſes are in the bondage of 

uy enemy, who brings them along in triumph that ſhould command you ; and but that 1 
fill reſerve my ſelf for yeu, I founld ſay, that I my ſelf were a Captive in my better part. 
Deliver my bowels out of ſlavery, and reſtore me my children from whom I refuſe not = 
My wife your Lueen, has already expired in bonds, and all that remaines of her and me, 
Pretch ont their hands to you, and conjure you by the God) of your C onntrey, and by the love 
you bear your own, to free them from chains, and from a captivity, whichis ſhameful both 
to you,and tothem that were born for you. I conjure you to the ſame my ſelf, and pray you by 
Jour houſhould God, by the eternal Fire we carry upmn our Altar, by the light of the Sun 
which riſes within the limits of my Empire, and by the memory of Cyrus, who added that 
of the Medes and Lydians wnto it, that you would ſave both the name and Nation of the 
Perſians from its utter ruine, and from its mtter infamy, and leave that glory to your poſtevi- 
ty which you received ſo entire ſrom your Anceſtors.T ou carry in your own hands, your goods, 
Jour lives, your liberties, and your future hopes, and in your faces a moſt aſſured vittory, I 


vead it in your eyes, and in your march; he that d:ſpiſes death, avoids it beſt, andit ſooneſt * 


catches the fearful that flie from it ;, Let's on therefore ( fellow ſouldiers) whither ſo many 
confederations call us ; I ſee the Enemies Army move, £ and receive them conragiouſly, or 
rather follow me, for 1 refuſe not to lead you on, and to be your example either of wvalonr or 
cowardiſe, 

The King ſpoke theſe words with a great deale of vehemence, and the ſoldiersan- 
ſwered them witha ſhout, that pierced the very clouds, from which he drew a good 
etmen of the Victory. Bur the two Armies being ſo near, that they were upon the 
point of joining batrel, all the Commanders ran to their charges, and my Maſter 
parting from the King, who gave him his laſt embrace, Sir ( ſaid he ) will either 
die generouſly to day, or reſtore nnto your Majeſty ſome parts of what you have hſt. * Go 
*Son ( ſaid the King ) may the Gods take as great care of thy ſafety, as of mine own, 
*and be fo gracious, that I may ſee youagain with much joy, as I part from you 
* with ſorrow. Weleft him onthis manner, and my Prince placing himſelf at the 
head of a thouſand horſe which he had choſen, went aſide from the reſt of the Army, 
while the Signal being given on both ſides,they preſently cloſed the battel wich great 
terrour and (laughter, Iwill omit to tell youany thing concerningir, you know the 
begin- 
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beginning , progreſs , and event of ; much better then1 cantell you, beſides that I 
going along with my Maſter , could only be a witneſs of the meeting of the two Ar. 
mies. | 
- After we had beheld their firſt encounter at a diſtance , my Prince made himſelf be 
conduRed by Guides , whither he had adeſign to go, He, by Tyrens, and by ſpies he 
had in your Camp, had learn'd both the place where the Priſoners were kepr, and 
the number of thoſe that guarded them, and taking a great compaſs, that he mighr 
not be diſcovered by your army , he went almoſt quite rougd both the Camps , and 
paſling under the favour of a little Valley, he came at laſt within ſight of the Tents, 
where the Princeſle's were : True it is, that by the way he wavered often full of ir- 
reſolntion; and remembring the l3{t words Alexandey had faid to him, he feared his 
abſence mighr be cenſured a kind of Cowardiſe, andas an avoiding the combat to 
which he had challenged him ,: This chought waslike to haye made him turn ſhort 
about, to ſeek him in the midit of all his Troops, and decide all differences with him 
by an encounter , to which he believ'd himſelf oblig'd by honour , and by intereſt; 
but in the end the conſideration of his love ſtrangled this thought , and made him 
take that opportunity to deliver his Princeſs, not doubting bur he ſhould find occa- 
ſions enough of tight with Alexander , whereas perchance he might never light of 
ſuch anocher, of giving that reliefto her he lov'd , which he aſſured himſelf ſhe ex- 
ed from him : This conſideration having carried it from his former , heturn'd 
coward thoſe that accompanied him, and looking upon them with an eye able to have 
infuſed courage into them , ifthey had wanted it, *My friends, ( faid he ) to dayit 
*is, that we ſhall gain a reputation, which will never dye in the memory of men, 
* and chat we ſhall 'do a ſervice to Darixs, which will be more conſiderable to him, 
* chen the conſervation of his Dominions; I ſhould not have undertakenthis exploit, 
* with ſo ſmallanumber, if1 were not well acquainted with your valour, and with 
*che incereſt chat moſt of you have in the ſacceſs of this enterpriſe. Some of you 
* muſt fight co day for the deliverance of your Queen, and Princeſſes, and ſome for the 
* liberty of your Fathers, Wives and Children, who are Priſoners with them, bur all 
* for your own Honours, and the ſervice of your King ; Let usfall on therefore ( m 
* dear Companions ) with confidence, and fight gallantly, or elſe dye gloriouſly wit 
* me who will not refuſe to loſe my life in your quarrel. 

After theſe few words , he flew like an Eagle upon thoſe that guarded the Priſon- 
ers, cloſely ſeconded by his party with cryes which ſtruck a terrour in them, and 
gave us much facility in the victory. They thac accompanied us, were indeed the flow. 
er of the whole Army , and that day they ſhewed ſuch remarkable proofs of it , that 
my Prince repented not the choyce he had made of them , and redoubling his hopes 
by the brave ations he ſawrthem doe , he forced the firſt guards without difficulty 
and breaking through thoſe that made any reſiſtance , with a ſuddenneſs that is not 
to be imagined, hein a moment covered the whole Field with dead and dying bodies. 
Afoon as there began to be a contuſion among the Afacedonians , the Priſoners roſe 
up with a greatſhour, and crying liberry,came and offered themſelves co our men,who 
raking off cheir bands, arm'd: them with the weapons of their Enemies, and ſtirring 
them up by their :example to Right fortheir own liberty , encreaſed our party by al- 
moſt the half; this addition ot ſtrength abſolutely defeated the Afacedonians , and 
my Maſter charging the firmeſt Squadrons with an extraordinary fury , purthem all 
to the Sword, and in a ſhort time made himſelfa free paſſage to the Tents of the 
Queenand Princeſſes. 

Here Lyſmachns interrupting Araxes, you had time enough ( faid he )todoir, 
and the King's refuſal ro ſuccourthoſe yon had defeated, — u all the leiſure and 
conventiency. you could deſire , he had already made Darjxs his firſt Battalions face 
about, aud was eager in the proſecution of his Vitory, when Polydamas came to 
him from Parmexio, to tell him thoſe thar guarded the Priſoners, andthe ge 
= _— , and roadvertiſe him of the danger of loſing them” "unleſs he ſent ſome 

peedy relief, 

The King turning towards us that were about him , Parmenio ( faid he ) has = 
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his wits today, and does not conſider that if we conquer,we ſhall not only recover our 
own baggage , whoſe loſs he fears, but alſo make our ſelves Maſters of the Enemies, 
and that if we dye, we ſhall ſtand in need of neirher, With this anſwer he ſent back 
Polydamas , and would not ſuffer any body ro (tir, ri{l the batrel was abſolutely won, 
_ that having long purſued Darius, he had loſt all hope of overtaking him, Then 
he began to think of Parmenio'smeſlage , and to march againſt you, bur it was ſo 
long firſt, that I have often admired, why you made fo little uſe of your Victory, and 
imployed your time ſo ill, whereof you had as much as you could wiſh. 
Learn then the cauſe of it, (ſaid Araxes, going on with his relation) and with it the 
ſid adventure of my poor Matter, - aſſoon as he had forced the Paſſage he deſired, 
and that having no more enemies to oppoſe him, he came covered with duſt and Blood 
unto Syſgambiſes Tent, he alighted from his Horſe, and entred with his Sword in his 
hand, attended by a tew ofus, leaving chereſt round about in a condition to make 
defence. aguinſt the relief that might beſenr, When the Ladyes ſaw him come in, 
looking almoſt in the ſame manner he did the firſt time they ſaw him, they were a lic- 
tle troubled ; but ſecing him addreſs himſelf ro them with refpe&t, they began to be 
re-aſſured , eſpecially when my Maſter turning towards the Queen , Aſadam, ( ſaid 
he ) you arefree , by the aſſiſtance of the Gods, let's not loſe time in talk,; but if you pleaſe 
make hafte to lay hold of this good fortune, having ſaid ſo , he took off his Cask,, and made 
himſelf known to the Whole company. 
The Queen who had received his words with a moderation worthy of her, and 
had ſhewed no ſign of joy unbeſeeming her gravity, look'd alfo more coldly upon 
him than ſhe was wont : My Prince not being able to divine the cauſe, and aſcribing 
it only to the ſurprifal of her minde, after having made an obeyſance ſuitable ro 
her quality, went to caſt himſelf at his Princeſſes feet, and embraced her knees in an 
inconceivable extaſie ; But ſhe having beheld him a while with an eye of diſpleaſure 
and indignation , turd away her face from him of a ſudden , and freeing herſelf 
roughly out of his hands , broke away to the other (ide of the Tent, leaving himin 
a confuſion that can bardly be imagined, much leſs expreſs'd; yer the neceſlicy of the 
time made him riſe up; and looking roundabout, he ſaw all their countenances fo cold 
to him, that he himſelf became more cold then Marble , and not being ableto pueſle 
the reaſon of his misfortune, © Gods, (cryed he) what ſtrange adventure is this? then 
conſidering his Princeſs, who fate ina Chair nor deigning to regard him, and the reſt 
of the Ladies in a profound ſilence, he was as much amazed, as if he had been faln 
from. the Clouds, yet taking a lictle courage, and kneeling down again before his 
Princeſs, Madam, ( faid he ) have you quite forgotten me , or do you in your preſent 
trouble take me for a Macedonian? The Princeſs at this broke filence , and not fo 
much as turning her eyes toward him, *© No, (anſwered ſhe) bur for a Scythian, and 
* by conſequence for a more cruel enemy than any Aſacedoniar. Though this word 
was a thunderbolt to my poor Prince, yet did he ſtrive to keep up'his courage in the 
need he had of it, and looking upon her with an eyeable to have banifh'd all her an- 
ger, if ſhe had vouchſafed to conſider him ; Aſadam, ( faid he) this is not a fit ſeq- 
ſon to make tryal of me , I think the reality of my affettion is not unknown to you ,, and 
though you ſhould have juft occaſion to reproach me , you ought totake a more convenient 
time , and employ this in perfetting that liberty which the favonr of the Gods , and the 
aſſiſtance of your Servants have procured you : Statira then darting an angry look 
at him, and repreſling ſome Fghs, which would not ſuffer her words to come ſmooth. 
* ly forth, © Ir is not by thy aſliſtance ( ſaid ſhe ) that I will be free, and I ſhall al- 
© ways preter Captivity, nay, death it ſelf, before a liberty I ſhould receive from thee. 
* If Darius be Conqueror, I ſhall be free without thee; and if he be conquered, 1 had 
rather follow his tortune , then be beholding to therelief of our moſt mortal ene- 
" My. | 

— My Prince hearkned co theſe words more than half dead , and the Princeſsnot ſtir- 
ring from her Chair, after ſhe had wiped away ſome tears which fell, whether ſhe 
would or no , continued on this manner : © Art thoureturn'd then perjured man? 
-and has. the Truce between our Fathers made thee take up thoſe thoughts again, 
* whic 
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* which thou haſt loſt? Nay, rather being bur half ſatisfied , thou comeſt back to 
”compleat thy Treachery, andto overwhelm a family by thy laſt perfideouſneſs, which 
* is already too near its ruine ; but gothy wa difloyal man, leave her now ar quier, 
* whom the change of her condition , and the misfortunes of Her houſe, have made 
* thee baſely to for{ake , I am not ſoabandoned by the Gods, but that 1 may finde as 
* 500d a fortune; Alexander loves me, and though I cannot love him, I will give my 
« ſelf to him, to puniſhc his heart of the fault, whichthou madeſt it ro commir. Ger 
© thee gone from before me for ever, and free me for ever from the fight of an enemy, 
© that hath ſo mortally offended me, and uſed me ſo unworthily. 
' My Prince who was ſtill upon his knee, and hearkened to her quite beſides himſelf, 
could not forbear interrupting her at theſe words. 7, Madam ? ( cryed he ) have / 
mcrtally offended you , and mſed you unworthily ? * Yes, perfidious man, ( replyed the 
© Princzfs) thouthy ſelf, and for Gods ſake ſpeak not one word in a ju%ttication which 
*is deadly to me, and indifferent tothee, I have proofs of it, which chou neither 
*canſt , nor wouldſt gainſay, and thy guilty conſcience does ſufficiently reproach thy 
* crimes; but if the memory of Artaxerxes had ever any power with thee, I con- 
* jure thee by the remembrance of him ; and by thoſe Gods whom thou haſt ſo often 
* invoked , in the falſhood of thoſe Oaths that have abuſed me; leave me to bewail 
* my fault in quier, forſake this hated Country for ever, where thou haſt been but roo 
* long to my unhappineſs, and never preſent thy ſelf again before her, who cannot 
* behold thee but as a dreadful objeR. 
 Whenſhe had ſaid thus, ſhe roſe up from her ſeat, and notwithſtanding all my Ma- 
ſter would have alleadged for his juſtification , ſhe would neither hear tum , nor fo 
much as look upon him. He was ſo deeply touch'd with ſo unexpeRted an accident, 
and with ſo untoreſeena change, that he was like inſtantly to havedyed with griet, 
and ſeeing that death was not quick enough in ſeconding his defire, he turn'd the 
point of his Sword againſt his breaſt, but then conſidering the undeſervedneſſe of 
that uſage he received from a perſon to whonhe had given ſo many and ſo gallant 
proofs of his love , for whom he had done ſo many remarkable z&ions, and whom 
he had ſo often obliged , with the hazard of his ownlife , and the lives of his Fathers 
« ſubjects which he had ſacrificed for her ſake, he reſoly'd to fall more nobly, and riſing 
up of a ſudden, after he had look'd a while ypon her with an eye that ſparkled with 
loveand indignation both together, 7: zs trxe, ( ſaid he ) Madam, I am treacherous, 
unworthy, axd diſloyal, but if I be, 'tis to my Father, and my King, to my Kindred and my 
C omntrey , whom I have betrayed , - and forſaken for you and ours, and "tis by theſe trea- 
cheries, and theſe diſloyalties, that T have often ſaved both you, and all your family , from 
Captivity, from death , and from diſhononr, tis by theſe treacheries that I have often emp= 
tied all the blood of this miſerable body ; and briefly; *tis by theſe treatheries that I have 
ruined my ſelf alone , while you and all your friends have profited by them. Theſe av: all 
the reproaches T can fear ;, but this unworthineſs you accuſe me of , it is truly to be found 
wn your ſelf, you feign that I forſake yotin your misfortunes , that you may thereby take 
a pretence to forſake me , when I had already delivered you ont of the hands of that Ene- 
my , whom you unworthily prefer before me : That's the true baſeneſs indeed, it is this 
Conquerour has made you forget him who forgot his kindred, his eſtates, and himſelf, to ds 
ſervices to you and yours , which neither you nox yours will be able to vequite : T leave you 
therefore for ever , both to make place for one more happy, andto free you, net from a dread- 
ful objett, but from an objeft that would make you bluſh for the falſeneſs of your Oaths, and 
. Would for ever reproach your ingratitude and infidelity. T hink no mive of unfortunate O- 
Foondates, sf yow would bave your conſcience be at reſt, and I will keep my [elf from thinks 
ing of you, by my death which is very near, but a dexth, which T-will ffrive to accompany 
With that of the rival, for whom you have forſaken me. 
_ Ar theſe words putting on his Cask again, ſo furious that none ofus darſt look him 
in the face, he went out ofthe Tent without ſalutingany body; juſt upon the tine 
when we heard the noiſe of your Troops, and that Amintas with part of your Caval- 
ry was already hard by. He leapt upon his Horſe, and commanding the Trumpets 
to ſound a Charge, ie raniw-meet hin with acierceneſs , 1 Know not what way ro 
expreſs, 
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expreſs. Amintas ſuſtain'd his firſt blows a while, but after he had received two or 
three wounds, ſeeing his Troops cur in pieces by che valour of my Maſter , and thoſe 
that accompanied him , he turn'd his þack , with thoſe he had ett, and ran to ſeek a 
new ſupply. My Prince guided by his deſpair, purſged bim cill he faw the body of the 
Army appear, and Alexander himſelf at the head of all his forces. Groondares who 
knew him by his.horſe , che richneſs of hig'arms, and by che rank he beld among the 
reſt,ran upto him with a terrible cry,and advancing above an hundred paces before us 
all, Alexander ( ſaid he with a loud voice ) 7am he that come from defeating thy T roops: 
I am he that wounded thee at the battel of Iſſus, and 1 am he to whom thou ſince gaveſt.i 
life, which I come to loſe bere by thy hands + Pardon me this ingratitude, I have lovdth:e 
as an enemy, but as a rival I cannet ſuffer thee to liue, unleſs thou takeſt away my life, as 


- thin baſt taken Statira from me. 


At theſe words he flew upon him like lightning, and the Troops being joyn'd, the 
grourid was quickly coyered with dead bodies on both ſides. Alexangey forbad bis 
men to touch my Prince,deliring to have the glory to conquer him without aſliſtance, 
but they ſoon found the difficulry he would have , and therefore many of them fal. 
ling upon him, parted them whether -y would or no; and delivered che King from 
the danger which cercainly threatned him in my Maſters fury. When he ſiw him- 
ſelf, in ſpite of him, ſeperated from Alexander , he fell upon the firſt of thoſe thar op- 

oſed him, and with his ſword open'd a way large enough to haveſaved himſelf, if 
be would have fled; bur being reſolv'd to dye, he rufh'd in amongſt the valianteſt of 
the Macedonians ; with ſo much rage, and fo little circumſpeRion, that in the end he 
received ſo many wounds, as made him tumble among the horſes feer, withour any 
appearance of lite in him, I ſaw well that Alexander was diſpleaſed at this aQion, 
buc I not deſiring to live after my dear Maſter, crowded in ſo far among the enemies, 
that after having received many wounds, I fell cloſe by him , and did all I could to 
embrace him dying , and to give him the laſt teſtimony of my affeion, inthe laſt 
moment of a life which [ thought wasat an end. Bur, Sir, the thread of my Diſ 
courſe has miſled me withoutqueſtion , and made metell you ina few words, a paf- 
ſage which was not unknown to you before. Itis crue, ( faid Lyfomachns ) 1 was a 
witneſs of that ation, where I ſaw the King in a violent grief for him, as he had ever 
felr, and certainly your Maſter , who was unknown to any body, dida&ions that 
ſurpaſs the power ofman, beſides the number of thoſe he ſlew, he ran Hepheſtion 
chrough- the right arm , hurt Peyaiccarin two ſeveral places, and overthrewCame, 
and. Aenidas dangerouſly wounded; Afenidas as he fell, kill'd his Horſe under him, 
and he was ſurrounded by ſo many others, that inthe end he kept company with 
thoſe he had beaten down. After the Field was cleared, and-all the Perſians defeat- 
ed, the King commanded FE xmenes £0 make the Body of that valliant Warriour be 


ſought, and torender him the honour of burial as the greatneſs of his vertue deſc | 


he ſhed many tears for his loſs, and ſpoke of him after , with expreſſions that ſhew 
he elteemed him asa miraculous perſon, but when'my turn comes, I will tell you more 
of it. -- 

: Araxes mould have proceeded inthexelation of his Maſters ſtory , when Amintas 
whe Phyſician came into the Chamber, giving Lyſmerhes notice that it was very late, 
and that Orvondates deſired very much to fee him and to dine with him. Zy/machnr 
who. adored him for the knowledge, which Arex+zs Diſcourſe had given him of his 
yertue', got up, andhaving made himſelfteady, went into his Chamber , where he 
gave him the good morrow , :and enquired after his healch , with perfe& reſtimonies- 
of affeRion. Oroondates return'd his kind endearments in a moſt obliging way; anda 
while after theyhxd dined , Lyſmachus who was in preat impatiency, intreated him 
to allow him alſo that afternoon to Jearn the reſt ofthe wonders of his life , and reti- 
ring with Araxes into the Garden, they fate down together, and the fairhful Squire 
beginning again where he had left, continued his recital in cheſe terms, 


- The Endof the Fourth Book. 
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Feer the defeat of our party, the Aſacedonian; diſarmed and ſtripp'd the 
dead bodies , I beleiveit was that which made me come to my ſelf for 
when they had taken off my Head-piece, the freſhairrevivd my fpirits, 
reſtored me my underſtanding: 1 no ſooner opened mine eyes, bur 1 
thought of my poor Maſter, andraiſing my ſelf up with a great deal of 
pain, I fate looking on all ſides, and faw him ſtill lie clo by me withour any ſigne of 
life. 1caſt my armyet once more about him, and groveling-upon. his face, 1 began 
to bewail his misfortune, as much as my weakneſs would permit me ; while 1 was 
thusemployed, 1 ſaw Cxmenes come, and a great many others with him , he ſoughc 
my Maſters body among the dead, opens. the order he had received from Alex- 
ander ; andinthe end, being inthe place where it was, and ſeeing me alive, Caſt 
thou not tell me(ſaid he)which is the body of the valiant man that commanded you, and who 
to day charged the King ſingle ſo couragiouſly ? That queſtion made me redouble my 
lamentations, and hanging down my head again over his, I cryed out, * Ah ! my 
Prince, my Prince : Theſe words were obſerved by Exmenes, and having asked me 
the ſame queſtion again, * Sir ( ſaid I ) he whom you ſeek for ismy Maſter : 1 have 
| * never forſaken him yer, nor will I leave him now; if you have charity enough 

*to make me be carried away with him: I have waitedon him during hs life, and 

*I conjure you by all the Gods, notto ſeparate me from him, but ſuffer me to [tol- 
| *low him alſoto his grave. Thy fidelity ( ſaid Eumenes) deſerves an exceeding great 
| reward: ſocauſing my Prince to be laid upon a hand-barrow, he made me be put 
upon another; and ſo both of usto be taken from among the dead. As they were 
going, one of thoſe that carried my Maſter, perceiv'd bim ſtira lictle, he preſently told 
E umenes, who coming to the body, and finding yet ſome warmth in it,7 his man (ſaid 
he to them that accompanied him), not quite dead, and I ſhould think I committed a 
great offence, if I negletted the ſafety of ſo conſiderable a perſon : Doe but judge, Sir, 
iftheſe words were welcome to me ; I lifred up my head with joy, and addr my 
ſpeech to Exmenes , Sir, (faid 1) if my Maſter have any life in him, fave I beſeech you, 
* for meer generoſity, both the moſt yertuous man; and one of the greateſt Princes in 
* the world. 

E »menes having given ear to whatT ſaid,commanded us to be carriedinto his Tent, 
and making us to be gotten to bed, caus'd our wounds to be look'd to with much care. 
The Phyfinans with many ſeveralexperiments, brought my Maſter at laſt unco him- 

ſelf, and conſidering his wounds yeryattentively, they were long in doubt, whether 

there was any hope of good ſucceſs; they believed that mine were curable, and began 

to uſe their endeavours for both with a great deal ofcharity, My Prince could bardly 

ſpeak all thatday, nor the nightfollowing, s 
T 
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The next morning, Exmenes being obliged to go after the King,who was already a 
great way off, in purſuit of Darixs, gave order to have us carried to Arbela, his ſer. 
vants obeyed him carefully, and having removed us gently to that little Town, put us 
iro a heuſe, and recommending -ys ugtothe Maſter of it, gave him. money to 
get us looke'to according to the command they had received from Eamenes. After 
their depdryte,our Hoſt ſeeing me in abetjer conditionthen my Prince, . came and 
asked me his name ; but ſcarce he had fearr'd ir was the Prince of Scythia, whom he 
had ſeen paſs by two daies before with Darius, when lifting up his hands to heaven, 
hepraiſed the Gods for pr ca they offgxed him, . of doing his King yer ſome 
erchogbchel he might giye rd gfiejchat was ſo dear ro him, and from that time, 
moyedby.z.hearty zeal, He rak to the Phyſitians, and Chirurgions of the Town, and 
beſought them to take care of my Princes ſafety, with words full of tenderneſle and 
affetion, Thoſe good men wrought upon by his prayers, and the knowledge they 
hadof ug ers their art ter-our recovery, and not being ignorant in their 
profeſſion, after having long conſulted, they agreed in opinion, that if withour incift- 
on they could get out the head of @ Javelin which wasin my Maſters body, their re- 
medies, withthe afliſtance of the Gods, might ſave his life; Thereupon they preſent- 
ly fellco work abour it, and by the help of their Inſtruments which they handled ve. 
ry skilfully, they inthe end drew it out without any inciſion , but with ſuch exceſlive 
pain, thatmy Prince: {\wdoned many times, and was like; to have died immediately, 
Aſſoon as:the man IP got.it out;they! dreſſed gs with more ſatisfaction then 
before, ;;andinjoynedrasreſt; and filence for many daies. ;1 was ſo much gbliged to 
my Maſter; that.aſſoen as he-could ſpeaphe enquired after-me, and being told that I 
was in the ſame Chamber with bim;and that I was in better health then hg, he expreſ- 
ſed muclyjoy atit : Butaſbonas his niemory was come to'him again, and. that he 
call'd toiminde the cauſe gf his wourids,and the cruel uſage he had received from $ra- 
tira, this grief afſaulted;him with ſo much violence, chat thatremembrxance was like 
to have mide him loſe a life, whoſe preſervation was labour'd with ſo much diligence, 
yet did he appear more nioderate then after the, death of Artaxerxes; whether it 
were that his heart accuſtomed to misforcunes, had learn'd at laſt to ſupport them with 
more patience, or that with more age, he had gotten more ſtrength of reaſon, and 
firmneſſe of mind,or that in effec, he in a generous and juſt deſpite, thought he ought 
not to die for one, 'who after having recerved ſuch remarkable ſervices from him, had 
us'd him ſo ingratefully and fo unworthily. 

True it is indeed, he complained in tearmsable to haye clefr the moſt rocky hearts 
with pity, and ſhewed a-wondertull concempr of his life, but he was not.ſo obſtinate- 
ly bentto loſe ic as the other time , . he core not offthe plaiſters from his wounds, nor 

id he oppoſe the induſtry the Phyſitians uſed for his recovery. It is certainthar ſpite 
fortified him very much, and that making refle&ion upon all his ſervices, and upon 
Statirdsingratirude, his reſentment ſtifled part of his ſorrow, and of his love ; and 
made himalmoſt repent of what he had done for her, and of the deſign he had had 
co die for ſo ingratctull a/perſon ; for inthe endafter having examined all the ations 
of his life, be foundthem ſo full of innocence, and of the proofs of a real affetion, 
that he could not attribute her change to any thing, but the inconſtancy: of her hu- 
mour, and to.a meanneſle unworthy ofher birth, which made her prefer an enemy, 
becauſe great and vitorious, before a Prince who had ſo faithfully ſerved her, and to 
whom ſhe was engaged by ſo many oaths, and fo many obligations ;. he repaſſed in 
his thoughts all the __ his love, full of ſo many memorable events, and of 
ſo many brave effeRs of his paſſion, and ſeeingall conclude (againſt all the likelihood 
in.the world) in a perpetual baniſhment, he toodin need of all his courage indeed, 


notto fink under fo powerful an aflition;ſometimes when he was more ſharpely tor- 


mented with theſe cruel remembrances, and that he call'd to minde the laſt words of 
Statira, which were too deeply ſerled there to be forgotten : ©1Is it poſſible, ſaid he, 
"' Starmra, thatit ſhould be you your ſelf, who pronounced this cruel ſentence of my 
©banifhment ? you, Tſay, who had ſo many waies teſtified unto me that you loved 
* me, and had by ſo many proteſtations engaged your ſelf that you would love mee 

ternally : 
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© ernally : [you who! had ſwornartiouſand times that youurduld never berbuamine 
and who by a/ thouſand proots' of my affetion were of aſſined chars wohbld ne 
*yet be-but yours? Are not you that ſame: Szarira ,, whom Tavid from theyiolence 
* of the Scythians;, "the ſame whoſe moſt deſtrumg Brother Dpefery'd from Ueath/and 
*$@priſonment;\ ſhe for whom Iforſook my: andany Countrey,> for whom 1 
* diſpniſed my quality, and. expos'd my-felf:zo numberteſs dangers; inhemid of 
*my greateſbenermies, ſhe for whom 1 fought-againſt mine :own Facherand my King, 
and received: wounds that brought me to:near unto my:grave;;} ſhewhbſe Fmther 1 
freſoued! from Ts great dabger;;- with the: peril of my life; ! fhe for whom 1 ſalfered 
«the captivity of 4rtabav, Parmento, and Alexandey,for whom reſiſted the iffetions 
of the fair-Rotama, for whom 1 laidaſtdeall confiderationthar't was the foh ofa 
* great King, to become a poor contemptible-Gardner,; and-ſhe,'that very ſhe, whom 
| bar'a moment: before my ruine-I with- the price of my blood had ranfor'd from 
*the bondage of Alexander? Yes, youare the ſame, nay more, you'are al{othe very 
* ame who after: ſuch powetfut obligations; -has had the heart to ſay ,- Ger rhee gone 
* from before me diſloyal man, and deliver me fur ever from the fight of my nooſt mortal ene-' 
<»7: Yes, Statira, 1am your enemy, and alltheſeations which I now: reproach you 
* with, are indeed che actions of awenemy;:butif you give;that name ro me,whom will 
* you call yonur'friend? From which of your belt and neareſt friends have you received 
*hetter Offices, then from this enemy ? Is it from that Alexander whom you prefer be. 
* fore me, and. for whom you forſike me? Has he left his Eſtatesto ſerve you? has 
*he otten ſaved the life, the honour, andche-hberty of both you and yours ?: Outra- 
©ces then, and mortal injuries paſs with you inſtead of obligations; -and ſervices 
*of the nature of mine, are accounted pnpardonable' offences. He'that has de: 
*ſtroyed your Countrey, burnt your Towns, ſhin your Subjects , —_— your 
* Father of his Dominions, and perchance byhis time of his life , he thar: bath-kepe 
©:nd doth keep your ſelf and all your Family1n a cruel Captivity, has without que- 
*ſtion both us'd you well, and' done you very good ſervice,” and I am he thar hath 
-* ug'd you unworthily and mortally offended you. + Alexander loves me, ſay you, and 
* I will give my ſelf ro him , you make him preſent which he has bighly' 'din- 
© deed,it is a recompence due to the infinite ſervices he hath rendred you,'& you know 
© his affe&tion to you, by many gallant proofs; 'and by a number of great obligations; 
* nay rather fay with moretruch, Alexanier is Maſter of all-Af2, and of a 
*part of Emrope, and I am baſely ambitious andiinconſtant,* which makesme change 
* with the face of fortune , and ſcorn any thing under the Conquerour of the world. 
* Oroondates loves me indeed ; Orcondates hath done me fervice; but Orcondates is 
* without power in his Fathers Dominions, and perchance is hated and.caſt off by him 
*for having lov'd me : I will therefore follow the betrer of theſe ewo conditions, and 
* forſake him that loves me , ſince he is unfortunate , for him'that loves me not,” ſince 
* he is great, ha PpY and victorious. *Tis thus you reaſon with your ſelf, Sratiraand *ris 
*rhus To from hence forward I will reaforywith my ſelf ;; I will forſake: $:atira, not 
becauſe ſhe is unfortunate, not becauſe herFather isdiſpofleſs'd of his Dominions, 
*not becauſe ſhe is Alexandeys Captive, /butbecauſe ſhe has not an heart worthy of 
© her birth, becaufe ſhe is baſe, becauſe ſheisfaithieſs,” 1 You may well pardon me 
*theſe words, Sratira, ſince you have fo ealilypardoned him whom you now love, 
*all che miſeries you have ſuffeted by him', -and that you can ſo quickly forget both 
* injuries _ _— | Ho bs _ TNT 
He would often ſay many other things,wttichall ended inche deſign of forgetting ſo 
ungrateful , and ſo ty a ny and 'df leaving Perſiafor char to'return into 
his own Countrey, and thereto recover that repoſe which he-had yoluncarilytoſt, for 
ſo many years, Afſoon as1faw him inthat minide, I endeayoured to:confwnitiim in 
it, by all thereaſons I could alledge .: ſometimes hewoukld ſeemabfolutelyreſoly'd 


| _ but withinan hour after , Statira appearing to Ins fancy more fair, and more 


ung than ever, took away all thoſe former reſolutiens:: and I pertav'd againſt 
rhe , that he would have a mighty difficulty to free himſelfof a paſſion, that was 
to laſt as long as his life, Yet he having a wonderful greatcourage; his indigna- 

Q 


tion 
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tionwrobght powetfully-upon him , and ſeeing himſelfdrivenaway with ſo much diſ- 
dain,bya perſon whom be thought be had ſo dearly bought, and % well deſerved, he 
made a co over his pafſion, worthy of him, and diſpoſed himſelf in the end not 
to love her any more, for he was notable to pull up a fo deeply rooted affection, þy:t 
at leaſt roobey her, in depriving himſelf for ever of her ſight, In the mean time the 
Cer bod ebohaiein our cure ; and within a lixtle time they no longer 
doubted of my Maſters recovery. Bur the uſage he had received from Dariz his 
Datightee hindred himnor from chinking upon her Father whom he cruly loy'd , and 
fc 'misforcunes he lamented with as much ſorrqw as his own ;; when be had often 
inquired news of him , he heard that he p1ſs'd through 4rbelathe ſame night after 
his defeat, yet thathe ftaid there but a very little while , and that fince he was gone 
inco Afedia; with a deſign fill to levy new forces, and to tight as long as he had a man, 
or a dropef blood in his body : that Alexander had purſued him, with a reſolution to 
ſeek him , in what corner ſoever of his Territories he could retire to, judgin that che 
end or the countenance of the War conſiſted in hisperſon alone , and that fo long as 
Darius wasalive, or at his liberry , he muſt not hope for any calm in the States he had 
uſurped from him ; and this was all we could learn at that time... I will not trouble 
you with telling how we paſf'd all the time that our wounds forced us to ſtay at Ar- 
bela, ir would be buttedious, and to no _ ; let ir ſuffice if I tell you that they, 
were fo great , thac notwithſtanding all the care that was had of them, we could not 
be in a condition to get on Horſeback in four whole moneths : true it is, that my Ma- 


great nh aproenpnrt and made him _ twice or thrice very dan. 


y, in the apprehenſionof thoſe thar had us in , yet atlaſthe mended rea- 
bly well : and though his afMiRtions;; rather than his wounds, had made his face 
hardlyto be known, hean the end grew able to endure a journey, But when we were 
preparing go depart, weheard very doleful cryes through the whole Town , and ſaw 
our come in with tears inhiseyes, and geſtures of a man in very great ſorrow. 
Ab ! Sir, ( ſaid he to my Prince as he entred into the Chamber ) what wofwl news 4 
I bring you ? Poor Darius our good King has ended his life by the treachery of his own $ub- 
Jes , and had no other comfort in his death, but what his ſpirit may receive by having been 
bewailed of Alexander. | 
Theſe words were like a thunder-ſtroak unto my Maſter , and though his own dif- 
Naſters had in ——_— = =_ _ Hp C—_ misfortune , yet was he 
| ſodeeplytouch'd to sloſs, our all that were preſent, thought 
he would have dyed wich grief, 1 will not repeat all his complaints, he made no fewer 
for him, than for Artaxerxez, and for two whole dayes he would not ſuffer any body 
to ſpeak thar.came to comfort him , the third day being a little ſettled by therement- 
brance of his own miſeries, he permittedour Hoſt to make him the relation in a few 
words , of what he-had heard concerning the death of that poor Prince, which he did 
ER) good King being b Capital City of 
* Sir (ſai our ing being come to Echatans , ital City of Ade- 
* dia, where he was often wont to make-his abode inthe $ _ found himſelf 
* deſtiture of all his Forces except thirty thouſand Foot , four thouſand were 
* Grecians under the command of Patro; and three or four thouſand Baf#r;ian horſe 
* commanded by the diſfoyal Beſſxs; having made ſome ſtay in that Town, he heard 
* there how Alexander had already made himſelf Maſter of Babylon, by the means 
* of Mazeus whodelivered thar place, the Province, his Children, and himſelf into his 
© hands wichour reſiſtance; that Abuiites Governor of Suſa, and Tyridetes Gover- 
*nor of mu had followed Afezexs his example, and that without drawing 
* Sword, he had gottenall that Country inlefs time, he could well have ſeen ir, 
* andchat he was coming wich very long Marches coward him , being not very far off 
_ — is news 'dtofly no farther, bur totry his fortune for 
"the laſt time, andto dye honourably if bewere conquered : with this defign be 
* 00k. the Field again ro meechim , and holding a Councel with Arrabaſus, Befſw, 
Narbazanrr,andthoſeother Commanders that yet remained wich him , ' 
© what was beſt for-him todo; Narbaramy a or pur nn ro _— 
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* poſite the Empire for ſome time into Beſſus bis hands,under whom Fortutiewould 
* perhaps change her countenance. = O91 ICE 

* The King was ſo offended ar this motion, that drawing his Sword, be would have 
* kill'd that inſolent fellow , if he had not been hindred by thoſe that were preſecit : 


*The Confpirators ſeeing their evil deſign diſcovered , refoly'd to pl itin execution; 
* and for that purpoſe ſecretly ſeducing the hearts of the Soldiers already weary with 
t ſo long ſufferings, they drew them all unto their party. - Patro who commarided the 
*Grecians, had ſome information of what was plotting, and being truly o—— and 
*faithful, he earneſtly beſeech'd the King to receive him and his men for the guard 
* of his Perſon, andin a few words laid open to him the conſpiracy of the Traytors; 
* the good King hoping no more for any ſafety after ſo many loſſes, or not defiring to 
*live any longer , after he was forſaken by all his Soldiers, gave him kind thanks for 
* his as and offer, but made no uſe of either; and beingthatnighe reti- 
*red into his Tent, with his ordinary Guards, he ſaw himfelf abandoned by all ex- 
* cept only Artabazus , and ſome few Eunuchs. Afſſoon as he ry Ln his 
* misfortune, he gave Artabaz a _ embrace, and 4 tO recom- 
* pence his fidelity, he conjured him with the moſt prevailing words he could deviſe, to 
* 50 away from him, and from thenceforth follow a better Fortune : but when he 
. 4 Artabazus would not obey him, he made him be pull'd away by force , and 
* conſtrained him whether he would or no to take his way toward Parthia; After 
* his departure he diſmiſs'd his Eunuchs, rewarding them as well as he was able in his 
* preſent-condition. Go, ( faid he to them ) think, of your Joſey, end your ſelves 
no longer to the Fortune of a Maſter that muſt dye very ſhortly , but had rather dye by the 
premier Foſs, and Narh jand wickonrany teſped 
* Preſently after Beſs, and Narbazares came inzand wi | i 
*himin — of Gold, they made him be put by force into Ae ened Chart 
*ot covered with skins, drawn by unknownhorſes, and driven by men in an unknown 
* livery, carrying him many dayes in that manner , ſo-that no body knew whar was 
*become of him , but when they heard that Alexander was attheir heels, theyran to 
* the Chariot and commanded the King to ger on horſeback,to ſave himſelf with them 
* out of Alexanders hands; but the Prince preferring any other condition be. 
* fore the company of thoſe Traytors ;. tefuſed they' have had him doe, 
* with ſo much conſtancy and reſojution, that thoſe Monſters exafperated by his re- 
* fiſtance, and fruſtrated: of all hope of making good conditions with 4/exandey by 
* delivering him up,wounded him mortally in divers places,and cutting the hamſtrings 
* of the Charior horſes, ſaved themſelves by flight. Within alittle while after, a Af 
* cedonian named Polyſtratus ranning to a Fountain , found: the good Kingin the pings 
* of death; and having known him by his own diſcovery, he gave him water at his en- 
' treaty,and good Darias taking it very kindly from. hum, This (faid he) i: the loft of wy 
misfortunes , that having rectiv'd this comrtefit , I bavenet the ability torequite it \, but 
Alexander hat recompence thee for it, and the Gods him, forbys woble uſage of wy mother, 
fe, and children, 7; | by | 1430 7 QATIFOC OL 
Th: theſe words he took him by the hand,and defiringhim thar he would pie it ur- 
*to Alexander on his beftalf, he yielded uprhe laſtbreath of alife which A 
* more fortunate end. Preſently after Alexander himſelf came thither;- and Polyſtre- 
* rzs having told him what he had faid , -he-ſhed many tedrsupon his body; and cove- 
a _ ou his own Cloak , ſent it to Queen Syſigambrs, to render hitn the honors 
*0 1 | 1-61 :; 19 POnfooitet ot 2300; { 
Thus fad Refation did ſo ſtrongly renew my Maſters grief; that he wis ich harder 
to be comforted then before ; and for five ot fix days he gave us cauſe tofear he would 
fall back into a worſe condition then thathe had newly recovered; 'burinche end 
deinga little ſettled , we took leave of our Hoſt ; and though we had toſtall our bige, 
gage, Ihadyet ſome few Jewels ſewed-upin that remainder of tay cloartwthe Aface- 
donians had lefrme; by this means my Maſter recompenced thoſ. thar had done him 


ſervice;and having bought arms and borſes we departed from rhols ja{ffoer months 
ain the dactel, warn — —_ 20 20- $:(280.5% © 
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. When, weweregnow way , he thought all objeRts in Perſia brought Sratirg intg 


his remembrance, and deſiring to free himſelf from choſe perſecutions, he reſoly'd to - 


00kAF wpſſeonas poſſibly he could, and tor ever to forſake'a Country wherein 
. had. been qverwheimed with all manner of loſſes and aflitions, Thisreflexion 
made.bim.believe that all che:miſeries he had felr, had been ſent him frotn Heaven as a 
puniſhment of the crime: he had committed in leaving his Fathers party for a fooliſh 


conſideration of lave ;. and ſerving /in his own perſon his moſt mortal enemies againſt - 


him, which fault he repented as much gs the violence of his affeRion would ſuffer him, 

d being, willing ta repair the trouble which he doubted not bur his abſence had cau. 
{4 in þjsfriends , he determined to return to them again , hoping that his abode in 
Perſia-;\apd what he haddone for Darivs i was - unknown to them : Ask me not 
whether! I confirm'd him in this deſire , and whether I was joyful to go receive the 
welcomes of my kindred, and to retire with him from thoſe continual diſaſters which 
bad perſrtuted usin Perſe. This reſolution being taken, we travelled through X/+- 
dia ;. «ndtben entred into Battria, after that we went into Hircania, and having paſ- 
{ed-the: draxes aneintothe Afratique Scythia , through the Province of the A7aſ- 


fagettes. 333 ils 


You know that Scythva is divided intorrwoparts, one whereof is in Exrope, and the 
ether in-A/ic, they' are: ſeparated by the Mountain 7-»as , and are both ſubje ro 
King Marten, who-makes-his abode ar 7ſſedon in Europe, You will diſpencg with 
me,if (48 Leauld ) I relate not the parricularities of our Voyage, in which we had no 
conſiderable encounter; -:and befides the recital of then would be fo long, that I had 
betcer 5@ll pay enly matters of more importance , and nottrouble you with accidents 
of ſo little conſequence. I will only ſay, that my Prince was ordinarily ſo fad , and 
ſo weakar.-46d akenod ich his afMictions, that I my ſelf ſhould hardly have known 
tim, avd,LwasalmoGoeutofhope of being able to bring him fo far as 7ſedor. After 
we.had, graf6'd through-the. Afcarique Sexhis, we paſs d Mount Tmans, andentred 
into Evnpe,: where wthe firſt Village we came at, my Prince deſired to inform him- 
ſelf a-licxle of the ate: of: the Ki e;"and enquiring of our Hoſt, as a Stranger 
moyed; wich-curioGty, he got him to-retihim all he knew concerning the King his Fa- 

$ andihe whole State, Iv: L 22t 

Our Kingdome '( ſaidthe. Hoſt )- thanks be to the Gods, is in very great tranquil- 
Irpcengeps.ſome: Provinces far remote, which having riſen up in arms not long ſince, 
<tqrced ihe King to ſeodan Army againſt them under the Command of 4»/aces, who 
* already: deftared themn.in-ewo: great battels. As for forreign Wars , we have not 
i been. moleſtoll with aryſince the Trace with Perſia; and our King keeps his neigh-, 
* bours ja- {yok a fear of his power , that they are content toenjoy their own Territo- 
* ries peaceably; without attempting any thing againſt his. ''Some two years ſince he 
* married aſccond wife, whoſe.name was Seratonice,a Princeſs,but his ſubje&and ſiſter 
*19 Ar/acompyRrince of the: pſedonr. Allthe Kingdom blamed this Marriige, ſo un; 
" equal.baihoforageand quality; and the-leaſt paſſionate were of opinion , that the 
"King hearing nonews of our Prince, and having beſides him no other Childe by his 
* former; wiſh; buc-the Princele: erenics, hada defireto geta Succeſſor to his Empires, 
* Trys tis, Hhavehe.King ery > ror inhis affeQion, and to pleaſe hisnew Queen, 
* has asic yexe forgattheca Dominions, xr the charge of them up- 
. on lis Brothanin Law Meſuromer, who hoverns with more liberty now that Arſaces 
-i8 abſt f 4.,) * NL. , mantis, N23! | * , (1247 ' 


My Prince interrupting our Hoſt at theſe words, Tyr Arſacomes we/l, ( frid 
he): 61) J, $4mer-tH{ Thhe chat Arlaces/ © ; of whom you have now made mention tome 
emice.; {16 is;he (replyed the Hoſt!)- whoſtandsin competition with 4r/acomes for 
*he fk pjgce ibour King's-favbur bar heddiſputes it onely by vertye'; the other 
* by-thgc power! of:zbe Queets his Giſker/)! Not burrhat 44ſacomesis traly wiliantand 
- Ly\Hutabty-chas know :r/acee dop'publiſh- wonders of him which Jam noe 
* abletardaty hom eichera Anttrinr;orn Partbiccby birth;/and of forge © year 

wichout 


© has. aan inthe Coacr; dt [came;thitheratfirſia private/an,, and ſerv wi 
. nag or office in our Armies; but ſince his vertue having made it ſelf Known in me 
een"; fy . «ny 
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* ny ſeveral zneounters, he was advanced inthe Court by Thedates : beitbilficn 
- coming in ,;did the King ſome remarkable ſervice, if dell takeri notice bt"a5 an 
* extr-ordinary man, he tollowed his affairs ſo well, that from/fteÞþ to ſtep he $riſen fo 
* ſuch a-height, of fayour,, that he hath no equal in credit biit "4//acomer 1s true 
* indeed tht all the world is pleaſed with his good forrune , "ant thir it iSby his 
* counſels we 'have been eaſed of many burthens which opprefſed us before; , <Ar this 
*rime he is abſent, as I hivealready told you, 'and is gonero chiſtiſe the'7 aro S$q- 
* thian and -Agatirſian Rebels , whom ſince his departure heh $beitenintwa ſet bat. 
* tels; and this is all 1 amabletotell you concermng Arfacet. Arſacomes is now with 
* the King, and it is believ'd that bis favour has ſq blinded him, rh-c by the #Mftance 
* he receives from the Queerr his Siſter ,” he hag not only rais'd bis thoughes cache 
* Princeſs Berenice, bur doth alſo pretend nnto, her'openly. Thee are the p iges we 
* can” hear by thoſe tharcome from Court; wheti you come nearer tot yoy will learn 
*other news bove my capacity, and wherewith it would neither be eafie nor cemly 
*for me to entercain you, FA 
This was :{l we learn'd of our Hoſt, and my Prince, who in, another ſeaſon would 


he repaid her enibr: ces with the f:me © #1 being in the end gor looſe from 
her; 'co receive thoſe he expected from his Father: 'He was'n CSE it 2M+ze to fee bim 
thanpe colour twice or thrice; andinſtead of aff-Qionate wel, ons, to hear him ſpeak 
a furious Tobk at him” oe youthen Qragnda- 
af” alt Pcmies ? art F that 
er and Pit Ring , aud Wybe going 
a Army where Twas is Perſon, 
ts." th ptrehanee lngir aget wo 
| # tha 
| + We T 
Be allyange with aba Ue4 gan 
Y deftrut LTH £ by — el 
lie Wasnpr able tq ſpeak co 
_ — eley; ie 
;. and paving nothing.to reply 
Th og oo 


- 
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"pardon ; but Sir, befides my repentance 
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* feet, and the ſubmiffion wherewith I came to expoſe my ſelf to all the puniſhments 1 
© have deſerved, 1 have ſuffered ſo cruela pennance, that your juſt anger would not 
© have enjoyned me ſo ſharp an one. nt 

The King no way mollified by theſe words : No, perfidions wretch , (faid he) think 

»ot to ſoften me by 4 arc'd ſubmiſſios ; then diaft not believe 1 had been ſo well acquainted 
with thy crimes , but thiu ſhalt recerve a 7 ms for them , which ſhall ſerve from 

orth for an example to all unnatural children , and Parricides liks thy ſelf; take a- 
way this ingrateful ſon brfore me ( continued he, turning coward the Captain of 
his Guard ) and let him be carried to the Caſtle of Sercy , we'll firſt take order for his ſe- 
Curity , and then conſider what kind of puniſhment is dxe to him. At this ſentence my 
Prince aroſe from before him , and believing he had ſitisfied what he owed unto his 
Facher , he was ſo diſpleaſed with him for fo inhuman anuſ.ge after ſolong abſence, 
that he deigned not to ſay one word to him in bis juſtificicion; but followed the 
Captain of the Guard, after he had only demanded har I might not be taken from 

him, 

We were brought to the Caſtle of Sercy, not far diſtant from the Town, it is a very 
ſtrong pl-.ce, deltin'd for che impriſonment of Princes, and furniſhed wich all things 
neceflary for recreation, as a fine Garden, af-ir Park, and all other orn+ments that 
can befir a Royal 'alace, We were ſhuc up and kept there two whole years, without 
being able to pacifie the Kings anger. He ws ſerved according to his quality, but ſo 
Kirictly irded , thar all hope ot liberty was forbidden him : True it is he laboured 
not at alſfor ic, rior ever made any attempt to eſc+pe, or ſo much as ever got the King 
to be ſpoken co for his enlargement I believe che Princeſs his \iſter , and all vertu- 
ous perſons ſollicitedic wich much induſtry ; bur the power of che Queen his Mother 
in Law , to whom his death, or at leaſt his captivity was very important, was ſo great 
overthe Kings will, ch:t her conſiderationalone ſtrangled all the good motions which 
nature, and che counſell of importi.J1 friends could work in him, we belicved indeed 
thac the impreſſion ſhe gave him made him perſiſt till in that diſple-ſure , and that as 
long as ſhe h:d credic with the King, ſhe would oppoſe my Maiter's liberty , but be. 
fides chat , we knew his nature flow to be angred, but much ſlower to be reconciled, 
A's long as Darius was alive ( ſaid he to thoſe thr ſpoke in favour oi him) we ſaw his 
wot , nor ſhould we ſee him now if his Fortunt were yet on foot , and [ will make him know, 
that we could have ſpared the foght of him ftill, 

In the mean ume my M ſter, to whom neither his liberry, nor the pleaſures he 
mighr have enjoyed in the Court, were atall conſider: ble, endured his Impriſonment 
very patiently, and found a much gre>rer quiet init, then he had done in the throng 
of affairs, and in the converſation of the world : his mind ws now become ſo ont of 
love wi. b ordinary diverſions , that nothing but ſolicarineſle alone could pleaſe him : 
andinthathumour, © Araxes (would he ſ-y to me ſometimes? ifthe King knew how 
* sentle a puniſhment this reſtr21nt is, he would without queſtion ſer me at hberty,and 
* would not ſuffer me to enjoy a tranquillicy wherein I caſte ſome ſweetneſs, but rather 
* would precipitate me into thoſe innumerable misforranes which I have but coo much 
* felt already. It were of great importance tome to ſee ſome Scythian faces , after 
* having ſolong ſeen, and loſt the ſighe of my f ir, and faichleſs Sratire; andI might 
© by their help recover, whar her infidelicy h+s made me loſe. 7 har which is moſt 
© lovely zmong them, has ſome reſemblance of what is moſt imperſeQin her ; and the 
© converſation of Scythians would be wonderfull delightfull co me zfter that of Darims 
*and Artexerxes, Invent, thou King of Scythia, another kinde of chaſtiſement for 
* him who is no longer inan eſtate toreceive any addition to his griefs by all thy cruel. 
hy goager—- _ done what he ſhould againſt me,and my ſoul has no free place left for 
q to af! | 1333 
_. He often entertained me with theſe and the like diſcourſes , and led a life that made 
me wondera thouſand times how he could out-laſt ſo many days : bur the Gods whoſe 
wrath was not appeaſed, and who deſtin d him yer to ſharper ſorrows, and to his laſt 
loſſes, were pleaſed toprolong the courſe of them, leſt they ſhould loſe the ordinary 
ſubje& of their crueſcies, No body was ſuffered to come intothe Calile to wandofo 
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which were ſet 0 —_— thecould neygr ſpeak one w 
lone , though ſhe expreſs nr det Ae and requeſted it wigh@ear 
porrunity. The Prince her brother who lov'd bes Gearly, v 
it, and — greater ovini, #4t were poſſible, 1h 
the mean time he waſted bimfelf daily by his ſadneſs, and widadrawing itzothe moſt 
On fakery ines af te Fare, tht ere Ee be 
which he Ganges ſpent whole dayex..; Tenthe page oicerroregoſenng tr 
ſelf unto the eyes of his minde niore beautifull , and moxe 
all the reſolutions vaniſh which be had taken ro forget her z =—_ —_ 
inthe ſame condition he bad ſeen herin, when her 1 of 
affeQion, he found the ſame ſweetneſs in her eyes, and 
with ſhe drew him back almott from his grave; he t 
thought poſſeſſed him, bur aſſoon as it made way for : 
gentle, ſweet , obligir Sratite, he fo a Seatira hs ek 
gainſt him , be yererem led wich fear and was 12a, earn dmirahd I 
oY man canes, i tea: 
Behold (would he lay tometimes) & youth extreap!y well ſpent and 9, 
into 4 very fair haven ; behold a happy ſucceſs 0 Ja mary lapours, — Con- 
cluſion of a love grounded upon ſuch marvellous begwnings ; if was Er ſag 
expoſe my ſelf to ſo many croſſes, ' and toſo many giſaſters ,; as this Fro 
perpetually roſs'd withall, to reap this brave, this loridu3 recomspence. fauna, the beſt be- 
lov'd, and the moſt aithleſs of all 3) bow generoy Jon hors ow e. 
and is how fit a ſeaſon , axd how handſomely you heeve- ws je dt wt fs ſo 
axtient hatred of our F amilies, certainly you have ga all;- 
on , and have fairly reveng 'd the Perfians theſe toſſes t hed h iro 
Scythians. 0 how happy art thow Al day wh nas 
red to by ways ſocoutrayy to thoſe I prabtiy'd, and ta have wonng /axw- 
ments, and by outrages, Which I have loſt by ſo much love, by pop F Hey and by ſo ma- 
ay ſervices and well ſatisfied art thaw Roxana, to ſee tby prediitions 
avd = in rateful , this braitiſ® , and thig wieivid man ; puniſied according to thy wh, 
o_ a chaſtiſement that was moſt juſtly due to him. 

ughts of this nature were rf rye rue ud mere ing 
oog babe fe of a Fountain whoſe ſource he often a tears, when 
the water of it wasalittle ſettled from the grouhlewhich wk i fa ing mad wy cauſed, 
and that he could read the marks of his aMiFion jnchealcerazion gf his face ; Wereie 
poſſible ( would he ſay ) that Sratira could ſet me in this condition, touched with pity, 
C_ pa hee a ne? IR /WOIROIIE — 

own heart * 


ns would come inno more, I would nqt.acceptit, hut made mc 
reſolution-I had taken , toifix my ſelf 1 bl cothe gogdor vil forme of my 
; mn. be lamented my contden, a 5s m b A ob- 

e to accompany m it 4 ſo unfertyngtet ent gug thee im 1); 
_ and I am (o % toſee thee _—_ thy youth wp ſo » 1m ano ate , thatwy 

d thereby receive 4 well enfbl addetion, retsre. from me I rf freer 47 
meght , and ar T could wiſh , I vans Them ren rate fa 
thy ſelf with my good deſires, andex pet? thy reward he Gods , Who wizhout 
millm {off 1 lle rgo ite arc T, eſe words drew tears out of my 


eyes, bur not the deſign out of which I ſercediniraruy t forlaks 
-him whileI lived. Ma PTE _ 
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yer: was alrady'run our ſinck che: beginving:of our impriſonmene, when we 
learmd byour Keepersthar the Macraimmi; were entred Sc5thia underithe command 

of i! and my-Prince asked- the Captain of qur (Guards whar'order the Ki 
ok abputir;/ Sir, CubPrered be ) It is bub very few dayes fince 4 riaibatGovernor 
© domivt fot Alex a+"! is" come inco ourFrontierswirh an Army of forty thouſand 
*men:the has done no great marrers yet'; 1and as the King was thinking to raiſe For- 
*ces ro ſetid: or lead'thither himſelf for the defence of bis Country ; he heard rhar the 
*: valiant £#yſkces Was eoming homewitorious with bis), after having doneſuch aQi- 
< on66ftoutage ; adipobd condutaainlt his rede) Sobjeds, as furpzs belief, The 
4 Nawundelia clurige hisDeſign ,. and inſtantly he-dripatch'd a Meflenger with all 
© ſpeed unto A#rſates; fendinp him Ordet ro march with his wholefſtrength againſt 
©the' *Afitedonians,! while he rais'd more to come and joyn with himunder the com- 
© maridof #+/acomes; every body hopes for a happy ſuctetsof this War bythe valour, 
© and g6d fortuhe &fArfares ; and allrheKingdome prepares cheertully;;. co oppoſe 

*thisenemy of the wholeearth, + {4 --/ OG), Doll 
Do'bat ſee; Sir/how'love,, and prief, thoſe two fatal and ruinous paſſions, had 
changd'thy Maſters'tmihd 2s well as his body, and how they had diveſted him of all 
his fortner inclinations! to'leave no acceſs for any bnr themſelves. Informer times he 
would haye been extfemely moved atſuchan occafion,and woutd not have been able 
ro' endure his impriſonment}, when it wasneedful ro take up arms for the defence of 
his Country, and thatthe King his Farther was fain ro ground his hopes , and the pro- 
teQion of his Dorgihions ; -upon the viour and fidelicy of a Stranger, of mean and ob- 
ſecure birth; bur'then he tecery'dthis newes, asthe relation of a Story in which he was 
notardllconcern'd;” arif'made.no ſhewin the world either of ſorrow for the troubles 
of his Cotmtry, or bf envy tothe glory'of that A-/aces who poſſeſſed his ns ndren. 
dred'thoſe ſervices to his father,which in all likelihood he ſhould rather have expeRed 
from-him ; - be only ſaid ro him that had made hint chat relation ; 7f / were not ſo cri* 
minal #3] am, and that the King would honour me with this enterpriſe, I would ſerve him 
” it , perhaps with leſs prudence and leſs valour , but at leaſt with as much fidelity as 
Arſaces, Two moneths after the advancing of theſe Forces, news came to Court, 
and tows alſo, that Ar/aces had piven bartel to the Macedonians, that he had kill'd 
—_ General Arimbas, and nd: gotten fo abſolute a viRtory , that ſcarce a man 
eſcaped. Rt 21 v 

All Seythia made honefires for this good ſucceſs, and they of Jſedon prepared to re. 
ceive Arſaces, who all covered with Lawrels wasreturning into a Country which he 
had reftored to quiet! by many viQories gloriouſly obtained ; within a few dayes af- 
ter we heard chat he was come, and thiitthe King, the whole Court,and all the people 
had rendred him honours worthy of his vertue and ſervices ; but within a hot han 
we were told how.the King without any conſideration of his deſerts, had caus'd himto 
be pur in pn the reaſon of his diſgrace being known but to very few. My Prince was 
ſorry for hi fathers ingratitude, and would willingly have diſpoſed himſelt to help that 
gallant man,ifhe had had any power to help himſelf: To what purpoſe, Sir ſhould ire 
you longer with ſo tedious a thing, - and tell you the particulars of our impriſonments, 
which are not of any conſequence : I will therefore paſs by theſe ſmall matters, and ler 
u know, that two years were almoſt expired ſince our reſtraint, when my Maſter 
by ſome of thoſe that waited on him, that the King his Father was at the Caſtle 
gate, and that he was coming in to ſee him with a ſmall Train. Oroondates was ſurpriſed 
with ſo'unexpeteed 2 viſie,from him who ſeem'd to have laid afide the name of Farther, 
to take up that of his moſt mortal Enemy: and not loſing time to conſider what might 
be the cauſe that bronght him, he went our of his Chamber to receive him , he met 
bim it the Court of the'Caſtle, attended by ſome of the Principal of his Officers, and 
having ſalnted him wich an humble reſpe& and ſubmiſſion, the King us'd him ina very 
different manner, from the reception he had given him at his arrival in $cythia; and 
having rais'd him-upwith a kind embrace : Son, (faid he) you have ſuffered enough for 
4 fault , which ( ta ſaytyuth ) deſersd ſome puniſhment; but now I come my ſelf to releaſe 
You ont of an impriſennent , which the inveterate hatred of our Family againſt that of wy 
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ſia ha's perchance made to laſt too long. The Prince without exprefling any jay at this 
newes of his enlargement, reply*d, * Your Majeſty next to the Gods my 2 of 
* my Deſtiny,and enther haſten or retard my liberty, peconfing to the greatneſs of my 
* fzulr, and according to your Royal pleaſure. #4 ſon ( anſwered the King) tt us 
blot what is paſt, ont of our remembrance, and endeavour beth of, #5 30 makg amends by 
eftions contrary to thoſe that made this difference between us. , _ Sora 
After this diſcourſe, thoſe thar atrended the King, ſaluted my Prince with tears of 
joy, and ſuch expteſſionsas viſibly teſtified, that the affeRion which his rare vertues 
had kindledin the hearts of his friends, wes not yet extinguiſhed, and that all Scythia 
which mourned for'his captivity, would receive bis Freedom as the beſt fortune thar 
could befall ir, when he had return'd their embraces, the Ki leaving the company 
in the Hall, entred into an inward room, whether he call'd y bis ſon and Arſace> 
mer, and having walk'd a turn, or two, he beganto ſpeak thus unto my Prince. _ + _Y 
* You muſt needs confeſs Groondates, that you have infinitely failed in what, you 
*owe tome, in —_— owe unto your Countrey, and in what you owe unto. your 
*{elf, and1 will confeſs too, thatl perchance have likewiſe proceeded againſt you 
* with a rigour very contrary to the former teſtimonies of my affeQion, and to whar 
*you might have hoped for from a father who had not ſeen you of many years: we 
c bs bin both of us too blame; but the knowledg of our mutual faults;can neither wipe 
* out of our mindesthe _—_— of nature, nor thoſe of vertue, and as I finde 
* char the remembrance of yours, hinders me not from conſidering you ſtill as my fon, 
*nor from giving you proots of my former love by the confidence I will have in you z 
* $oT hope alſo that the remembrance of the uſage you have received from me,will nog 
* hinder you from conſidering me till as your Father, nor from giving me proofs of 
* your former obedience and fidelity, by uſing that confidence I have in you as you 
* oughtro do. This aſſurance ( Son) together with the belief I have that you have 
loſt nothing of that vertue, whereof from your firſt years you gave ſuch ot 
*hopes, encourages me to put you againinto oy Te ; you have now a brave 
* occaſion to make your ſelf remarkable , and I ſhould think 1 did youa mortal inju- 
*ry, if I ſhould truſtthat command unto another, which by right is due onely unto 
*you. Know then that ſince the defeat of Arimbas, Zopirio bis brother, Governor 
* of Thracia for Alexander, ha's paſt the Boſphorns at Byzantium with an Army of 
* fifty thouſand men, andis entred into our Territories, where he does all 5s df ho- 
* ſtility , his coming ha's wrought ſuch an effeR among the people whom the name of 
* Alexander ha's {truck with terror, that moſt part of the Towns upon the ſhore of 
*the Exxine Seca, and upon the banks of the River Boriſthenes deliver themſelyes upto 
* him already, and ſtay not for the coming of Alexander, who with a much more pu- 
*ifant Army, is —_— himſelf as a deluge to overflow our Dominions ; you 
* have here a gallant occaſion to defend your Countrey againſt the Uſurper of the 
*whole Earth, and to decide your old quarrels with your particular Enemy ; My 
* which makes me now unable to bear the toyls of War, will not ſuffer me to 
*this Conqueror in mine ownperſon, nor to-go and fight with him upon. ghoſe limi 
* which never any body yet invaded, but to theirloſſe and confuſion , I have 
* ted them againſt his Father, and you my ſon ſhall go and defend them againlt him: 
* ſelf; Some of my Counſellors oppoſed the choice | made of you, and'repreſented 
* to me, that my rigorous uſage of you, did in part diſpence you from the fidelity y 
"owe me, and fotbad me to truſt you withan Army, upon which I have g 
" our ſupport and conſeryation ; but my knowledge of your good nature, of 
. un love to, glory, and of the emulation, you. ought to haye againſt Alexander, 
*ha's drowned all theſe ſuſpicions, and I have moreover confideretl that yer will fighe 
* alſo for your ſelf, and thatin deceiving me, you would but deliver up unto the enemy 
' thoſe people that mult hereafter obey yon, and thoſe. Eſtates you muſt hereafter 
* poſſeſs. I have drawn thoſe Forces out of Garriſon, that returned home with Ar- 
* ſaces, and have already made them begin their march toward the Z «xize Sea,where 
* Zopirio makes this progreſſe; you ſhall go farth from hence, and overtakethem, to 
*command them while 1 make new Levies, m_w ſhall follow you as ſoon as they = 
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*in7teiflinefs, arid = addicion you may increaſe your Army before the'atri- 

wy of 'Alexantey, bur 1 mean you ſhall away ro morrow morning, without ma- 
*king any fon tay, withont cotning into 7ſedþ», and without ſeeing any of your 
FIT, but choſe that ſhall make the Voiage with you , I have particular reaſots to 
*ifpitth you with this diligence, and to morrow you ſhall finde ar this Caſtle gare, 
; > your Equipage in,Order, and all thoſe that muſt attend you in this expedi- 


* The Ptince anſweted this long Diſcourſe of his Fathers, no otherwiſe but with s 
ſow reverence, arid fome-proteſtations of his defire to do him the ſervice he was ©bli- 
gedro.” Yer chough he was almoſt abfolutely taken off trom all choughr of States 
Aﬀairs, that deſire of glory which ſtill remained in him, and the love ot noble ati. 
ons; whith bis ſorrow had not extinguiſhed, made him with joy receive, not the 
news of his liberty, bat of an occaſion to bear arms again, and to diſpute of valour 
with -41:+2nder, arthe head of an Army, which happineſſe he yet had never had, 
chowgh he always had moſt ardently defredit, He demanded leave of the King to 
ſeethe Princes Bernice his ſiſter, but it was refuſed him, and the King commanded 
him hot ro enquire the cauſe thatmade him fend him away ſo ſuddenly, and  fe- 
cretly. The Prince reſign'd himſelf to his Farhers pleaſure, wichour murmurin 


£ 
abd ſpent the reſt of the day with him in receiving Orders and Inſtructions for chic * 


ar, 

- Thenexr morning afſoon asit was day, the King himſelf led him our of the Ca- 
le, where __ found a yery braye retinae, and among the Officers appoinited 
Ar Hik houfe, he knew Toxaris and Loneater, thoſe two faithful ſervants whith he 
had 16 acthe batcell'oF aHybe/a, and who a while before were return'd into Sejehiy, 
Afrer having ronthrovghan infinire number of dangers, and endar*da long capriviry 
among the Macedonians, My Maſter was extreamly glad to ſee them, and having uſed 
them with greac kindneſs, as the faithful companions of his fortune, he with much 
civility embraced all thoſe who by his Fathers eleRtion were to attend him, The King 
ſaw him ger on horſeback, and having taken his leave of him,return'dro Jfſedon,afſoon 
as we were gone. | D: 

My Prince being accompanied by Ar/acomes, T heodates, my Father whoſe nameis 


Cleoreſtes, and two or three hundred of the chief men ofall Scyrh5a, followed the Ar: 
A was two or three days march before us,and took the =y toward that patt 


, Whi 

of Seythi which is is called Sendica; and which is ſituate berween the Zxxis Sea,and 
the River ZBerifthenes, The fourth day after our departure, we got up to our Forces, 
and upon the banks of the River Hypanis, my Prince made a general muſter of then, 
he found them very weak, and admired che King his Father would ſend him with {5 
pdor a — apainſt the Conquerors of the whole wold. The odon had aritid 
thoufan horks, the Sarmares four thouſand, the Aſaſſagetes five thouſand, the 
Agatirfans three thouſand, the T awroſeythiani three thouſand, the Apripeans two 
thouſand, the Namadians three thouſand, the Hyteans, the Baftlides, and all thoſe 
that are near the Lake of ZBuges ſix thouſind, and the Sararchians twothoutand . be 
had n6 Tofancry at all, for you know the Seythians never make uſe of ary but in-great 
PR, . and where they are conffrain'd to bring upall their Forces 1 
"The Pritice having found by his Muſter Rolls, that his whole Armytonfiſted of nd 
tnore then five and thirty chouſand Horſe divided it into three bodies, he gave the firſt 
df ret thouſand to Avſacomer, the ſecond of a like tumber to 7heodares Prince ofths 
Sarmate, and kept a third of twelve thouſtnd for himſelf, making my Father Cler 
refte; bis Lieatenant, and giving himthe command of that body in tis place, whenf6- 
ever he ſhotild be forcedto gotoay other part of the Army where his preſence wi 
neceffary. There yer tenain'drhree thouſand horſe, and my Prince wis pleas'd char! 
ſhould havethe honor to command thern 4s a looſe teſerveropive relief tothoſerhat 
Mould firft ſtind in need of affiſtance. ' / Z 
This being ordered, the Army marchd'ftrait tothe Borifbenes, and having paſed 
fr over a Bridge of Boats, advanced roward the City of ©b;opolis, which was then 
befieged by Z pri, being the onely placechat had had the courage to make a gene- 
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rous defence.” Thbelieve , Sit, Bo, will be content I ſhould cut off as much of the diſ- 
courſe of rhis War, .asT can po TRICE tell you therefore, (omitting many particu. 
larities of ſmallimportance ) thatt _—_—_ we paſs'd the Boriſthenes , wereceived 
intelligence;, that Zopirio advertiſed of our haſty advance raward him, had raiſed his 
Siege from the place which he had block'd up betore, and was coming to meet us with 
C ng. | o a. © kad 
—_ gave the Gods thanks for his braye reſolution , and though he kpew the. 
weakneſs of his Forces, yet would he nor ſtay for the Supplies the Kiog his Father 
had made him hope for , but m—_—_ he wauld encourage thoſe he had , ſo well by 
his example , that he ſhould infallibly obtain the ViRory : with this confidence he 
march'd ſtrait toward him; and ro fhorten this relation, the third night after, wedif- 
covered the fires of his Army in a great Plain which is berween the Cities of O/hiepelic, 
and Miletopolir, and the Boriſthenes and the Naywbe. This fight putcourage into the 
Scythians, who indeed are the moſt Warlike of aff men living, elpecially for the defence 
of their Territories. = 

My Prince had much adoe-to keep them in that night; and affoon as eyerthe 
Sun began to reſtore his light unto the world, the two Armies ſaluted one another 
with ſuch dreadful ſhouts, that the Banks ofthe Danube ecchoed with them, and ma- 
ny birds aftonied with the loud ſhrilneſs of that noiſe, fell down affrighted amo 
the Souldiers feet. Oroondares at the very firſt peep of day , had caus'd the ſignal 
the battel to be ſer uponthe top of his Tent, which was in a field G=les, two crofle 
Javelins proper. The Scythiansno ſooner faw it appear, but they ſent forth a ſecond 
ſhout , full of joy and eagerneſs to fight, from whence my Prince drew a good pre- 
ſage of the Victory. When he was gotten up, he offered ſacrifices in company of all 
the Commanders to 7piter, to Apollo, and tothe Goddeſs Tellus, and to Aars the 
faireſt Horſes of the Army; and having given out Orders to the principal Officers, 
he ſent them away untotheir Charges. A while after he put on all hisarmes excepr 
his Headpiece, which Toxaris carried after him; and mounting on horſeback, he viſi. 
ted all the Troops one after another, obſerving and carefully correRti ng the defeRs,gi- 
ving all inſtruions neceſlary for the winning of the battel; and exhborting them to 
doe gallantly, by the moſt preſſing words the defire of ViRory could pur into his 
mouth, fy friends ( faid he to them) rheſe you have now to fight withall are nat the 
Perſians, your antient enemies , whom you have alwayes conquered more eaſily than 
you could meet with them; I will not flatter you , nor make any ſcraple to tell you that 
which might ſtrike terronr into Cowards , but will onely adde vigour to that noble conrage 
which alwayes accompanies you mpon ſervice , and which hitherto has made you vitforious 
over all thoſe that have dared to encounter = They are Macedonians » they are Thra- 
cians, two valiant, warlike people, and to be plain, they are port of thoſe Forces that have 
made their King the Emperonr of the World : They are the Uſurpers of all the Earth, 
who not being ſatisfied with that Tyrannons Domination they have got by violence ovey 
ell Aſia , Africa, and rhe better part of Europe, would yet extend their Empire over youy 
Liberties and your Lives : Let this difference of your enemies raiſe you to extraordinary 
atchievements ;, you cannot conquer them without difficulty , but neither can you conquer 
them Without glory, nor withont fruit ;, upon the winning or loſing of this day , depends 
the repoſe or utter ruine of the Scythians. If rheyprevail, Alexander will without 
flion, have a free entrance into our poſſeſſions ; and that mighty Army herewith he 
marches already againſt us will advance withour reſiſtance into the uttermoſt parts of 
Scythia, and into the ſecreteſt plates of your abodes , and families; but onthe contrary, by 
their defeat , he will give overthe deſign of invading you; or if he ſhould perſevere init, you 
will howſoever g ain an infinite advantage, by having learn d to conquer thoſe pho were ne- 
ver conquered. 

He faid many other things to this e, and finding they had produced che effeR 
hedefired , hemade the Army march in Battalia ſtraight unto the Enemies, who ad- 
vanced likewiſe in very good order. Thenit wastharI obſerved a chearfulneſs in his 
countenance I had never ſeen there ſincethe pnhappy accidents of his life , which 
had quite taken away his lively humour : Ihad never ſeen him before at the head of 
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an Army under his own command, .and1.conſidexed him there with ſ@-much plea. 
ſure, 'that it is hard for meto paſs QVEr in fence, hisgracefulneſs, both in command; 
'bgs. and in all the orher; Functions of. his Crgh, \, He had fo nghle,,” and yer (0 
lovely-a fierceneſs in his arms, that, he moved; oth loveandfear inallthatlook'd 
upon him ;” when the Armies were drawn nearto-one another , he pur on his Cask; 
atl covered with plumes , and ſtones otvalue, and ſetting himſelfat the head ofthe 
Battel , he commanded Ar/acomes, who led the Yan-guard, to begin the Charge. 
Scarce had the Trumpets given the Signal , when,the firſt Squadrons cloſed witha 
fary hard to be expreſs'd;, rhe Thraciang bad not the leiſure to make uſe of their Arg 
rows , for the Scythian falling in (nel forced. them to fight. at handy;blows 4 
This firſt encounter was very bloody , bur after hzying long conteſted for the better, 
our Cavalry began to put their Foot into diſorder , when Z opirio perceiving it, Xame 
vp* with the main body of his Army , and thundring inupon our men made a terrible 
ſlaughter of them , before they could. be relieved by Groondares./ .. I kept uponthe 
right Wing , with my threethouſand Horſe, andobſerving the diſadvantage of our 
ſide, I ruſh'd intothe midſt of the Enemies, and recovered our affairs a little again, 
while my Prince moving forward with:his Battalion made the fight formerhing leſs un- 
equal, Zopirio who, as; well as my MaRter, had parted bis Army into three Bodies, 
made his fk advance, .,and Theodates by his example, and by the Princes command, 
led ori the Rere-guard to oppoſe him. Then it was that the rwo whole Armies being 
ingaged fought with marvellous courage and obſtinacy,, each having taken a reſojuti- 
on to conquer , or periſh ypon the Field , and I may well aſſure youwith truth, char 
of ſo many thouſand menthat fell that day , there was hardly ſo much as one that xe: 
ceiv'd his death in runnigg away ; 'the, 7.bracian and Aacedonianintantry , ſeeing 
themſelves trampled under foot by the: Scythian Cavalry , kill'd their Horſes with 
Javelins , .and keeping cloſe together, covered themſelyes with their ſhields, and bore 
up ſtiffely againſt them to hinder their being utterly routed. Our Enemies ſurpaſs'd 
us in number, and they were much better arm'd than we , butthe yalour of our Ge4 
neral, and his wonderful readineſs ingivingſcaſomable relief where there was moſt 
need, made them loſe all the advantage , which their number*, and the difference 
of armes gave them over us. He hadalready done miraculous things;, and by reaſon 
of the blood that was all over him, could hardly be known but by-tns ſtature , and 
the blows he gave , when Zopirio ſeeing the day incline already to qur party , obſers 
ved him among all the reſt, and conkidering that the greateſt part of the Victory 
conſiſted in the death ofthat Commander, he broke through his own men ,. and ha- 
ving a ſtrong Javelin in his hand , after he had defied him with a loud cry , herufhd 
upon him, and ſtriking him while he was otherwiſe employed , the point of his 
Javelin paſſed between the mailes that defended his Arm, and gave bim a lighthurg 
in the hinder part of his Shoulder.' . Zopirio ſeeing his Javelin engaged in my Mar 
ſters Arms, letit go, andwas a_—_ ting up his Sword , to ſecond his firſt blow, 
but my Prince turn'd about to him with ſo. great a fury , and ſo admirable a readineſs, 
that Zopirio frozen with fear , beganto repent his boldneſs., when the blade that ſel 
dom fail'd of makinga mortal wound, | finding paſlage through the defe of his Cu- 
raſs, under the arm which he had heaved up, ran himquite chrough.the body, ang 
made him drop downdead among the horſes feer. The death of their General did 
much abate their courage, and the Scythians who faw him fall, ſentfortha fierce 
cry , which ſtruck yera- greater terror into them , and without doubt haſten'd their 
defeat. Certain it is, that-we found not ſo much refiſtance among them as before; 
and that in the end the ViRory declared ic ſelf openly for us. To what purpofeis 
it, Sir, to.keep you ina tedious Relation, che Enemies were defeated, as without que: 
ſhon you have heard , but their obſtinacy was ſo great, that not oneof them ever 
turn'd his back, or ask'd quarter, and our Victory was ſo abſolute ;-that after the 
hear of the Fight , my Prince had much ado to ſavea ſmall number, though miſe: 
rably hack'd by. the cruelty of the Scytbiavs, Six thouſand of ours were flain upon * 
the pl*ce, and more then ten thouſand wounded: ; Afr this notable ViRtory, m 
Prince taving given thanks unto the Gods, retiredjnto his Tent, and would nor k - 
er 
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fer bis wounds to, be dreſs'd,, tillghe bodies of the principal Officers were ſought, and 

rticularly ;Zopiriys,,, which: be commandedtorbe honourablyburied. _ asif he had 

cen the beſt, gf, bis friends, - Offifty thouſand fighting menthat had followed him 
of one :5 Ixold,yog avoided the fury of ourarms by flight, and all the reſt died moſt 
gallancly upon the place , except thoſe few Priſoners which my Prince ſay'dffom the 
hke, deſtiny, yhole ranſorze. he-piid himſelf cochoſe that had rakenthem * ard ſer 
them art lbercy, giving leave to zhoſe that would coſtay in his Camp ill thei wounds 
were healed aioging chemmbgrewichall co pay fortheir cure, and ſhewing them as 
much kindae!s.,as whey could bave hoped for trom their. own kindred, - He alſo'vave 
order to hv#. ihe woundgd men of- his wn Army carefullydreſs'd, ' to-havethoſe 
that h:d foyghgwell recompenced accordingto ther deſerts , and to have the fpoyle 
Ciſttibured with juſtice, and-yurhour confuſiori, He bad threeurrs himſelf: yer bur 
light. ones , aud ſuch as kept him only three os four dayesin bed, . Aſſoon as he was 
well enough co.nide on horſeback again, he made his Army .difincamp, and/ſending 
his ſick and\wounded men to'0/bzopolss.in Waggons, He marched with his Forces to- 


. wards ſilerepolis,,, and the,oher. Towng whbich/had ſhameſully deſerted their Kings 


party, to receiverhe yokeof the Macedonians! !!M.letopolis was the firſt he laid fiege 
to, and that City which had not had the courage to oppoſe their Enemies with ho- 


- pour. and juſtige;; bad yet lis tubbornneſle to ſtand out againlt their lawful Prince, 


and to refule him entrance, whether it were becauſe they were diſ-affeced to their 
King, or char.che knowledge,of their-fautr; putting them our ofhope of pardon, 
made them reſolye to expect relief from \Avexander', or bury themſelyes in their own 
TWNes.. 31+ 111! "fl13f @: 7? 
© The place. yas; very ſtrong , and kept us a moneth without the watls, bur inthe 
end after the:loſfe: of ſome:ot, opt men ; our Prince having ſtorm'd it vigorouſly on 
all fides', carried it by aſſault, : and his'mercy was-fo great, that aſſoon as Fe faw him- 
ſelf Maſter of+ig, he ſtopr the execution, and being ſatisfied with the death of thoſe 
that were {lin.upon the breach, ke generoully pardoned allthe reſt , though the 
had not ſo'much as a hope of ir, and placing a reaſonable Garriſon in the Town, fu 
fered the Inhabit-nts ro enjgy1@lheheir former. Immanities and Priviledges, This AR 
of Clemency was blimed by mapy of his party;, wh could not approve his ſo great 
entleneſs, to a. place ſo ob(inatelyirebbllions, and who maintained, that to terrific 
uch as were guilty of the ſ:me crime , and were yet to be fubdued , he ſhould have 
utterly deſtroyed it. | 25 02aW;11 * beg 
_ But my. Prince ſmiled at their Maxims ,, and following the inclinations of his own 
enerous nature, attain'd by that moderationyro the end which they would have had 
Fm rend co by contrary means, for within-atew dayes after; the report of his mild- 
nels being ſpread through xhat revolted Province , all the Countrey ſubmitted it iy 
voluntarily untorhim , and within lefs then three moneths , fourteen Towns that ha 
declared for, A{cxander, returned again totheir obedience; and put themſelves into 
his hands, © 74947, Caliorbi4;:and Orchilachia, ſeated upon theFrontiers of Taxrica 
Cherchoneſus food out the, deitiny of X{letepolis, and havingreſfiſted tothe laſt ex- 
tremity , were taken by force-like it , and received almoſt the.like fayourible y. 
ſage. ich £ } 2c " 108 
, paſs lightly over theſe things, to ſhorten the Relation of matters notmuch im- 
portant, that I may come to the concluſion of my Princes loves : I will tell you 
therefore, that while we lay before Orchilachia, my Prince ſaw two or three of his 
Guard come into his Tent, who preſented a mn unto him. Oroondates having ask- 
ed them whychey brought him before him, Six , ( anſwered they ) he i; newly come 
oxt of the T o\vn , and being fatlen into the hands offour men ; he frayed them to bring him 
wnto you , to Whom he would tak ſomething of great tonſequence , we neglefted not to do (0, 
ard though be (peaks the Scythian Tongue ſoill, that we had much ads to underſtand him, 
and made 6.02!) [ee that he ignut of this Conntrey , we believed yeti\that your knotyledge 


in Foreign Laiguares , would afſiſt ou to araw that benefit which you may hope for from 


bu intelligence. | 
_ Oreondates wilto while they were ſaying thus ; bad conſideredrhe Stranger , obſer- 
| ved 


126 CASSANDRA. Part 1, 
ved features in bis face that were notunknown to hi,” and having calfd me, to re- 
quire belpfrom my tnethory , the manafter he had faluted him upon bis knee, faidr9 
him inthe Perſian Tongue, © I fee you have forgot me, Sir, but if you pleaſe to caltro 
* minde thoſe Perfons 1 have ſerv'd , you will remember that I have had the honour 
* ro do you ſome ſervicealſo, 3% T's | 
| Theſe words, and the tone of his voyce, put us 6ut of doubt, and made ns know 
bim preſently, ro be the Eunuch Tyrews, that fairhful Servanttothe Princefles of 
Perſia, who had been taken with them by. Alexander, and had never left them 
but to carry the news to Dari of the dearh of the Queen bis Wiſe | -and whohad 
led us- himſelf ro $ + 29 0r his Tents, where he had continued after my Mzſters fa. 
tal adventure, This knowledge of him infinitely ſurpriſed my Prince, who rifi 
from his Chair , embraced the Eunuch with great kindneſs, and'with tears which he 
could not refrain, at the remembrance which his ſight awakened in him, 0 T7 yrews, 
( faid he ) is ir peſſible that I ſee you, and that you have been able to forſake the Ladies you 
ferv'd, to come into Scythia ? * Sir, ( replyedthe Eunuch ) if my being inthis Countrey 
* has ſurpriſed you, the cauſe of it will ſurpriſe youa great deal more, 1'etell it you! 
© when you pleaſe to give me the liberty , and will giveYoua faithful account of the 
* charge that has been truſted co me. & 

The Prince {tartled at this Diſcourſe, and was aſſaulted with ſo many ſeveral ins , 
ward motions, that the changes of his countenance witneſſed the diſturbance of his 
minde ; his mouch was open twice or thrice to ſpeak, but in theend he cameto 
himſelf, and conſidered that without queſtion the Eunuch had things to tell him, 
which required not ſo many witneſſes, This was itthat made himreſolveto ſtay 
ſome few hours, thar he might difcourſe with him, . and hear what he had to ſay at 
berter liberty; with&his choughe, yell, Tyreus ( ſaid he ) we will talke together anen 
at night with more leiſure and comveniency ; in the mean time I will aſſure you , that what 
buſineſs ſeever brings you hither , you are very welcome into a place where I have ſome 

- power , and where I will endeavour to requite part of the conrteſies I received from you in 
r Comntry. 
After theſe words he afforded me the liberty to embrace him , and to renew the ac- 
uaintance which we had made _— in Perſia; 1 took care to give him accomo- 
Dog toreſt himſelf, ro welcome him with all the good entertainment I could give 
him, and to divert him the remainder of the day , while my Maſter thought ofthe 
affairs belonging to the Siege as much as his new impatience would permit him, - 
When 'it was night , and that my Prince after ſupper had gotten free from the Com- 
manders, and other Officers that had buſineſſe with him, - he retired into his Chame 
ber, and aſſoon as he was in bed, he ſent meto call in Tyrexs , and cauſing ſtools to 
be ſet by his bed-fide , he commanded us to fit down, and to make every body elſe go 
forth. We were no ſooner left alone, but addreffinghimſelf ro the Eunuch , Tyres: 
( faid he) wow we ave at liberty , or rather I am noWw ready to receive , by your diſcourſ 
mo#t ſenſible renewings of my grief, and perhaps ſome change in my preſent condition : Speak 
without flattery 1 pray you, to him who can neither have any addition to his ſorrows noy hope 
for any , rb joy. The Eunuch being fate down by his Command , and having be 
thought himſelfa little of what he had to ſay, began his Relation on this manner. 


cc ————— 


The Hiſtory of 
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=- E Diſcourſe I am to make unto you , Sir, will ſatisfie you, and affli& you 

both ; and I think that never any news was ſo equally divided between 

joy and grief, as that I bringis like to be to you, I ſhall tell you ſome things which 

I could not be preſemt at my felf, but I learn'd the truth of thera from Cleoxe, and _ 
t 
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the Priciceffes.0mn tnoutby ond infirutted my ſelf vary, walkin themy .beſorg'l under 
rook the buſineſs that was impoſed upontme.;; - /; ..; WluaRh oil: it; dig ebony nada 

After that by Alexanders command, the Queens and Princeſſes were gone fron 
Sid Andhat with anioft ſenſible forrow, they ware ant: {on pombe | 
orders of the Conqueror; hey pn Te dalready; ſed tn 
bleck'd up; during that-Stegethey. were lodg'd inambauſenear the Town, where fe 
lexander wilited then often and where he renewed his-perferue ns Of Sharia... That 
generousPtincelſe teruembring her oblgarions £0. you, and the promiſes\fhe had 
tmadeyou, rebitedall his importunities:wich a wondetfyl courage, Qnd yet-with-ſe 
much civility and-gracefiulneſſe, that Alexander inſtead of being, taken off; vras v24 
ther the more inflamed by her coldneſs, and finding by converſation the beauties of 
her minds; 4s he had dready@bſerved thoſe of her body, he gave himſelf abſolutel 
ro her, and forgot all the paſſion he had formerly had for Zay/ina. The Princeſſe 
was cxtredmly croubledagit but havihgdn admirable difetetion, ſhe diſſembled part 
of her thoughts, and diſcovering the reſt, behaved a fuch a macner,chatwich- 
out exaſperdcing a poyCangenes whoſe power was, abſalute over: ker, ſhe gently 
extinguiſhed rhoſe hopes; which her civilieyand favorableuſage might make him to 
concetve. .  Frue it is, tht dfexander tad fo many eniployments, tliar ſhe: had much 
reſpite by:them, and during; the time 'of, quiet, her [entertainment was-onely con» 
cerning you; | Clcone- hath give me-aſſarance-of it, -and/told me that the know 
the Queerwihole Family had of your affeQien,allowing her the liberty oa diſcourfe of 
it with the Princeſs her ſiſter, Bar/na,and thoſe other Ladies that were deareſt to her, 
the ſweereft conſolation ſhe hadin ber muisforrimes, wis ſteſpeak inceſſantly of you, 
and to hear thepraiſesthoſe Ladies gave:you in her preſence, as well 6o-bege wine 
of therrinb,-as becauſe they —_— rm ſhe m__ thereby. :Afcer the tx- 
king of Guza,we were fawuro mthence into Zoypr,and eKahgproag oftied iv 'ro 
bes the Princeſſes btought at Nile, to Meapice/cithe thither rhe ſame way 
alſo himſelf, /There it was charreſt made hip fall into this old profeftions, and he ſpent 
all bis abode itithat Towrinprofecuting his fove :: The Princeſle uſed him as ſhe had 
done before and carried her ſelf ro him with fomuch-moderation and verme;rhatſhe 
increaſed his e(teem of berthe:chore; and'way commended by che Queens iand byal 
thoſe rhar obſerved/herdepartment and diſcreet behaviour; Bur thac greac:Ptince nor 
being able o:continue idle, and norſuffeting the rhoughts of Love' to barpthoſe: of 
War, which had ever been predominancinhs tninde, deparced from Menghit,uihere 
he left the Princeſſes, and in the mean time over-ran all Zgype hich: be brorighrudader 
his obedience, and having taken a fuddetrrefolucion/wenttovifit the Temple of 7apire 
Hammos. 1 willnotentertain you with his Yonge, - buewall pnely tell you'thatafter 
his departare, one day ( aday' alas! fatal tdehe:repoſe ofithe whole remaliitier of ker 
life,and moſt contrary to yours,as we have ſufficemlyknown)the Princtfobeiltgatt a- 
tone in her Chamber, was told that a ſervantiof yours was come, who defiredttq ſpeak 
with her ftom' you. She trembling witli joy — ro. bebroughc 


a, bur not having patienceto ſtay his fhe ran ox toweethim, 
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knew tum to be 1rbares; One of the Officers of your hoafe, whom you hadtaken'in 
the-Courr'vf Payſia, 1d 21! 1 % vd no} 4 It blunyr wot 

My Privee interrupting 7yes: at thefe-words: ; 1::i2 430 (Raid be!) Beleft hits 
»7 Sidon, with money to go Whither he would, be having exeuſed wrcy bee 
could mot wait upon me in my journey, by reafes of Jon Hidlifiofirien be bax:\ Aﬀoon as 
he was comeinro her Chamber with her { ſaid Tyrews, gomgon with his Relation) 
the Princeſs enquired newsof you with prear' impativnicy:;\{4ett- hint ifi Hiyrcienia, 
(anſwered Arbares) ready ro Paſsthe Araxir to retire indd Fexrbie;and frotewhence 
he ſent me. back incothis-+Gountrey 20 bring you this\ Letter 2: The' Dridceſowho 
—_ you trad been with the King her Father, was infinitely troubled ac-whar the 
Heard, andraking che Lenter ſhe brake ir openwich fuch akin beatc, 8 preſaged 
thoſe aftlictions which the ſince has ſuffered byir : aſſoonas ſhe had raken off rhe pa 
- in which it was folded up, the firſt obje that preſented itſelfunto hereyts,wasa 

acelet of hair, which figtitmade her tremble, and rook away her courage; #0 = 
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s hardly'able to; read the Letter ; yer ftrivingto recolle her ſpirics, ſhe read 
theſe wordemeball he Gal inche mon, 


F you Were of opinion this T difſembled, you were not at all deceived, 1 did diſſemble 1 
| 7 arp rephec os, F 1 diſſomble not in my paſſion for one more lovely then 
Jorr ſelf, you have indted wi me forſake a place which your import unities made ht to hate; 
T lrave you therefore bur 1 leave you without any trouble and without any defign to advan- 
tage myſelf, ether by your remembrance, or" by your favors ; 1 obtained them'withteo 
winch caſe to valuethem ; andbecauſe the Prifents of E memes are always fatal, 7 ſend 
you bark your Bracelet, and yerain nothing of you that can trouble the repoſe of 


OROONDATES. 


- WhenOrwndates heard the words of this Letter, not/petmicting the. Eunuch to 

\ 0:Geds | ( faid he) Tyreus, what's this you tell me. what, was that Letter 
then which [wrote unto Roxana, carried wntomy Princeſs, as being addreſs do her, and 
did her Bracelet which I ſent\back, fall into'tbe hands f Seatira ? Not that you ſent 
her back} the Eunuch, |bur another, which-( if you.remember ) you loit at Da- 
maſcus,andwhich the. Princeſs aſſoon asever ſhe ſawir, knew. to be the very ſame 
which ſhe _— you, when you went away with:Arraxeyxes to fight againſt the 
Scythians; bat hear the reſt I|beſeech you, and your wonder will be ſufficiently clea- 


; Sir, ofthe Princeſſe's aſtoniſhmene, at che reading of this Lenter, the hagd 
rw wisfo well knownto her, and atthe fight of liar Bracelet, whereof ſhe had 
neither forgotren the work, the hair, northe faſhion, having received both by a man 
whofhe knew belong'd to you;and was of forne account in your family;ſhe made him 
oftenrepeat what he had {azd, that ſhe might not be deceived, ſhe often looked ear- 
neſtly -upon every part of the Bracelet; and often with a ſctled eye read over and 
examined every word of the Letter, She ſaw.ſo little probability ;in this adventure, 
that ſhe could neither give credit to her eyes, her ears, nor her memory, ſhe believed 
ſhe was either aſleep, or befides her ſelf and ſtrove either to get awake, or recover her 
ſenſes , but when ſhe was affured of her misfortune, by / now which it was impoſſis 
ble for her td contradit, her courage and her orſook her, her ſpirits Fir, 
and letting both the Letter and Braceletdrop out of her hand, ſhe fell into. a fwoun, 
and ſunk backward in the Chair ſhe ſate upon. C/cone who onely was preſent at that 
accidenc, - ran to her Miſtreſs, and unclaſping her robe, did all ſhe could to bring her 
to herfelf, but finding ſhe was too weak to doe it alone, ſhe call'd her companions 
to her aſſiſtance , when ſhe was cometolife again by their endeavors, ſhe looked 
uponther all with a dying eye,and commanding Cleone ſoftly, to bid them all with. 
draw, ſhe made her ſtay {till with her, being as you know more truſted by her then 
all the-reft. - Then it was that ihe greehhork over to her grief, and charſhe uttered 
complaints of your ſuppoſed infidelity, winch Cleone could never repeat to-me with- 
out tears; : ſhe weptall chatday, and would not hear one word of conſolation, nci- 
ther would ſhe be ſeen by Barſina, nor Pariſatis, no, nor by the Queens themſelves; 
ſhe paſs'd the whole nighe in lamencations, and the next morning Clrone, who truly 
ever honored yon moſt , going about to alledge ſomething for your juſte 
fication ;. Hold thy prace ( faid ſhe) rhow fool, againſt thine own opinion, and againſt com- 
on ſenſe, open not thy mouth ro defend that treacherous man, can he deny his own hand is 
his Letter ? Is it not ſealed with his own ſeal ? Can he diſavow his ſervant "ap roy 
it * And can we miſtake this Bracelet which we wrought with our own hands, the hai 
nts 50999597; wo 1s there an one ene ? Is there any trick of 
Roxana's, 0 any ſpadow that ve may be deceived?. Do but ſpeaknow,Cleone,and 
believe I ſhall be meſt peyfefHy obliged torbee, if thou canſt find any invention to diſgniſe 
mm —_— or if by any reaſon thou canſt perſwade me that I am ont of my wits, or that 
Tam "ot | 


Cleone was dumb at this Diſcourſe, and having noching co anver againſt ſuch - 
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ſible ceſtimonies of your falſhood, ſhe cquld geither excuſe. yqu, nor condemn tho 
reſenement of her-Miſtreſs, Since; her ſwouning ſhe had nat ſeen Arbates,. to. agk 
him-more parciculars of his Maſters infidelicy, ( you will pardon me, Sir, .if I, .uſe 
that word, ſoit was ſhe called your change, and.allthe names, ſhe could: give iz were 
pardonable enough, to fo jult an anger, as hers was in appearance ); and. the farce of 
her ſorrowtful diſpleaſure wrought. ſo powerfully upon her,, chat ſhe. fel] ex > bs 
fick, Alchough ſhe had taken a, ſirong refolytion to congealthe cal of om 
thoſe bens wn. + were deareſt to-her, yet wasjti abſolucely 1mpodlible ;.q allogn 
as ſhe was viſited by Barna, the Princels Pariſatis, and by the Queens, the. 
not-forbear breaking out into, a floud of tears, and ſhewing.them the fatal Letter 
which had brought her into that piriful condition, ſhe confefsdunto hem ie feogg 
inclination ſhe had: had to you of a longtime, and asked pardon for the fault ſhe 
had commirted, in, giving way, by Artaxerxes his perſwajjons, to. that affetion 
without their conſent, expreſſing her choughesjn ſuch {ad and, moving tearms, thar 
ſhe quickly fill'd. them all with compaſſion of her, and dereſtationof you,they,all.coo- 
demn'd your proceedings as molt contrary to generolity,ro the ſanity of your oaths, 
and to civility ic ſelf, and moſt unworthy of a Prince of your quality, or of a,man.tqu- 
ched with any ſenſe of verrue. Nay, even Barſjza, who tillthen had born/a. won- 
derful greac friendfhip to you, was one of the readieſt ro condemn, you ; and: rakin 
the part of that afflicted Princels, ſhe ſhewed a horror againſthe, ulage the had fu 
fered from you. "" | 

Roxaxa viſited her ſometimes asſhe was obliged, and at firſt ſpoke more moderate- 
ly of it then the reſt, avoiding all occaſions of diſcovering by any of her aQiong, the 
intereſt ſhe had inthe buſineſs; but when ſhe ſaw ber fully confirm'din the belief. of 
your infideliry,and that ſhe found the time properto ſtrike her blow, ſhe negleed nor 
the opportunity; Madam(would the often fay to, her) the Gods, have.at laſt been: plens,d, 
that you ſhould be diſabuſed, and that the ſincerity of my intentions ſhould be mage.mani- 
feſt mnto you, 1 gave you mtice ſufficiently of the humor of that diſlozal man , but, my tajth- 
ful advertiſements were ſuſpetted, and you rejetted that \vith (corn, 'mbich I (pake op, of. 
real affeftion , but you are not the onely one he has deceiv'd, he "made ſhew here to (gh. tor 
many others : Barlina though ſhe bſembles it,' is.not exempt from his perfedionſneſs., and 
ſmce we are no lopger in terms to as/g miſe any thing from you, 'ſigff.e7 we vom to confeſs. u- 
to yo, that I my ſelf have been deceiv d by him; and that. that talſe man has a thouſand 
times in your abſence, taken the ſame Oaths,, autd 'mage the ſame Proteſtations. tame, 
which I doubt not but you received from him : but the, Gods were at leaſt ſo merciful tome; 
that I never gave much credit to them, nor ever granted him any fawor, which he tqy.brag 
of among our Enemies. 1 Lam 

She us'd to ſay many things to her of this nature; and though the Princeſs neither 
loy'd her, nor bad any great faith in her, yer beingir a conduwion fit to belieyg any 
thing that confirm'd your infidelity, ſhe would give her the, hearing with ſighs, and an- 
ſwer her onely with rears and ſobs; bur aſſoon as ſhe was alone, or none but Cleoxe 
with her, ſhe would pour forth her reſentments in words able ig make the rougheſt 
natures melt into griet and pity. 1s it poſſible ( would ſhe fay ) that Oroondates.the 
"ſon of a King, and one whoſe verwein appearance was equal.to his quality, he that 
*forſook his Country and Friends, to ſerve me,and:who teſked bis love to me by ſuch 
"gallant proofs, ſhould be capable of a baſeneſsſo unworthy of-hig birth, and fo con- 
*trary to that vertue, and to:thoſe proofs of-his. gaſlion ? Bu is it poſlible char 1 
*ſhould doubt of it, after the aſſurances he has given me of ic with his own hand ? 
*Orratlier is it poſſible I ſhould live, after ſuch unqueſtionable marks of my ,ughap- 
pineſs 2 'No, Sratir, credulous' Statira, facile Statira, amorous Statira,: and. un- 
*fortunate Stata, by thy credulity, by thy facility; and by thy amoroufneſs, chou 
*oughtelt to die for the expiation of ſo many faults, for- the reparation which' chqu 
*owelt to the illyſtrious blood of Perſa, and wſeparably to tye reyenging furies to the 
* heart of that diſloyal man, whom thou haſt beliey'd, whom thou haſt ſuffered, and 
' whom thou haſt loved. Die then, miſerable Sratirs, linger not our a life full 'of ſo 
*many diſaſters, full ot ſo much, ſhame, and full of ſo much repencance ; do 44 
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« ſurvivethe ſcorn of that inſolent Enemy, but by a favorable death; prevent the laſt 
* misfortunes of thy family - thou mayeſt yet die like aPrinceſs, ard likethe dzugh- 
*ter of a King ; and ifthou ſtay a few days longer, thou maieſt perchance ſee the ruine 
* of him, 4 all his friends, and die deveſted of all the marks of thy former quality, 
© Go thy way to that dear Brother, who innocently precipitated thee into thoſe miſe 
© riesthat arethe cauſe of thy deſtruRtion , reproach him with the infidelity of his 
* friend, and ſhew him thy repentance for having outliv'd a brother, whom thoulo. 
© vedft to dearly, though his friendſhip has proved moſt fatal to thee. 
" She would continue for ſome time in this deſign of dying, ard then of a ſudden 
changing her reſolution and diſcourſe, ©*What ( would ſhe ſay") ſhall 1 die for that 
©Traitor,who uſes me with an indignity which is beyond ex:mple, and which was ne. 
© ver praQtiſed againſt Maids of the moſt vile and mean condition? Shall I die for that 
" teful man, who after having received a thouſand proofs of myaffeRion, is not 
© aſhamed totell me that he diſſembled with me out of compliance, that he hs for 
© one more lovely, that he leaves our company only to-ſhun my importunities, that he 
© forſakes me hers ho rrouble,thar he ſleights my favors becauſe he had obrain'd them 
© ro0 eaſily, who ſends me batk my hair, asa fatal preſent of his moſt crnel enemies, 
* and who will retain nothing of me that can trouble his repoſe, and his new, or real 
* affeQions? No, no, I ſcorn to die for him, 1] bave doneenough without dying, and 
© that would be my utmoſt ſhame, and his utmoſt vanity, he would be roo proud. of 
© that, the traitor, and would brag with too much infolence, that he: had made the 
© Princeſs of Perſia, and the daughter of his fathers Enemy, die for love : I will ra- 
* ther live to hate him,and to deſpiſe him , and though I begin too late, and amonely 
© wiſe to my own coſt, and to my own confuſion,itis no matter, thoughI change laſt, 
©1 change at leaſt with juſtice, and have the ſatisfaion to do that without a crime, 
© which he has done with a baſeneſs dereſted both by the Gods and men. | 

She many times would fall into theſe and ſuch like ſpeeches, which it would be 
hard for me to repeat ; and inthe end with time, and the confolation of the Queens, 
of her ſiſter, and ofher other friends, ſhe arm'd her ſelf ſo ſtrongly withdefpite, and 
reſentment of the injury ſhe had receivd from you, that if ſhe conld not reſolve to 
hate you, ſhe reſolved at leaſt to uſe all her endeavors todo ſo, and to blot out of her 
minde as much as ſhe could poſſibly, a remembrance thar could not but be moſt faral 
to her. This reſolution made her receive thoſe remedies that were given her for the 
curing of her ſickneſs ; and it was labored with ſo much care, that within a while after 
ſhe recovered, and left her bed, healthful in all appearance, butin effe& ſo ill, and 
much changed, that ſhe moved compaſſion in all-them that frequented her, and by her 
converſation engaged themſelyesin that affetion, which none that ever knew her 
could avoid, Shethen ſtroveto baniſh you quite out of her minde, forbad Cleoxe &- 
yer to name you to her, tore all your Letters, and pray'd-her Siſter and her friends, 
not to bring any thing into her minde, by any way of actions or diſcourſes, that might 
make her [ much as think of you , yet it was not without ſtrange violences,nor with 
mn feeling thoſe bitter pangs, which you may well imagine, it you have truly lov'd 

er, 

During our ſtay at Memphis, Alexander's abſence ſheltred her from his perſecuti- 
ons; but after his return from the temple of Z«piter Hammon, he found her {0 
much altred, that he was extreamly ſenſible of it , he tried all the ways he could poſ- 
ſibly to learn the cauſe, and not being able to diſcover any thing, he believ'd chat 
her Captivity, and the misfortunes of her houſe, were the only reaſons; this confide 
ration obliged him for ſome time to importune her leſs then he was wont, and in the 
interim he made her and the Queensalſo be ſerved with reſpeRs and honors, ableto 
have partly abated the unhappineſs of their condition About that time he gave order 
for the building of the new City of Alexandria ; and leaving Penceftas, and Eſchi 
lasto commandin E gpt;he caus'd us todepart from Afemphis, to go toward Baby- 
lon, whether he had heard Darius wagretired; and his diligence was ſo great, 
within eleven days we incamped upon the Bank of the Exphrates, and having paſs 
it with a Bridge of Boats, within four days after we came unto the 7 ygris, The cot! 

| rage 
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conducted you, if you remember, unto the Queens Tents, and _ been witneſs of 
age you received 


wondred no more, as1 had done, ata fault which could not be excuſed by a lefler cauſe 
then.chic which 1 have faithfully related. on | 

Tyreus hwing made a little ſtop at theſe words, 7 do net marvel (id my Prince, wi- 
ping ſome tears which chat remembrance drew from his eys)if that poor Princeſs ſo ma- 
licionſly abuſed, conld not endure the ſight of him, whowith ſo much probability , ought to 
paſs in her opinion , for the baſeſt of all men living. Alas ! how juſt was her diſpleaſure, 
and how cunningly , and artifitially was that plot contrived ! but proceed, Tyrevs, for 1 
well ir34gin? this.is not the laſf of my misfortunes. - | 

Aicer the Bartel of Aybela ( purſued Tyres) I retnain'd as T was before , in the 
ſervice of Syſpambis , and the Princefles, and the day after that bloody defeat, Ide- 
pirred with chem, and paſſing through Arbele we arrived at Memninmin three days, 
and from thence march'd with Alexander direfly to Baby/ow, Bur ſcarce were we 
upon our way, when Afazexs the Govyernour of that Province, came to meet him 
wich -his Children, all his friends, andthe principal Inhabitants of that oy , and 
preſenting him the keyes of irbrought himin , and accompanied him himſelt within 
the Walls: Bagiſtaves, Governour of the Cittadel, and Keeper of all the Treaſure, 
delivered up both into his hands, and the Citizens having hung the Streets withrich 
hangings, adorned the walls of their Houſes with rheir moſt coſtly Furniture , and 
firewed the ground all over with Flowers, receiv'd him asa God, rather then as a 
Man, and ſubmitted unto the yoke with an Univerfal applauſe. Alexander us'd Afa- 
z2eus, Bagiſtanes,and all the Inhabitants, with mach gentleneſs, and entring into the 
Town at the head of his Forces, he took poſſeſſion of what the cowardiſe'of his new 
ſubje&s gave up to him, | | 

In this interim, it would be a hard matter for me to reprefent the ſeveral incli- 
nations, which che Princeſs had toward you, after your coming into'the Tent; 
how much foever ſhe {trove to hate you, ſhe could not be contented with your death, 
and believing you were ſtain inthe Battel, ſhe was certainly like todye with grief, 
but being come to Babylon,ſhe heard Alexander ſpeak of you,and heard from him,that 
the valiant man , who had done ſo many wonders for her liberty, was not killed, and 
that Zaumenes having by his command taken him from among the dead bodyes, had 
e:us'd him to be carried to Arbela, where they had left him alive, and with hopeof 
recovery, Thenobleneſs of her heart , rather then her love; made her rejoyce at this 
news ; and remembring outof how tmany dangers the Gods had delivered you, ſhe 
believ'd you might eſcapethatas well as there(t ; and though ſhe no longer had any 
Giga upon you, yetdid ſhe make ſome Prayers for your conſervation , and begg'd 
of the Gods to bring you back happily into Scythia, for a recompence of the ; 
you had done her Family , out of your meer generoſity, it wasto that yertuealone 
the did aſcribe chem all, - and' though Cleone pur her in minde of the Ms 
S 2 ye 
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ave: dane her, and chat Zarpraxemembred'herof yourlaſt words; ſo contrary to 
ty and-to the report of 1rbares, who ſaid he had + hv in —_ 
n44.,, K&Ady :1£0 pes the Araxis, W ſhe bad-feen you with 'Darins , fighting for 
her (ery co .ube.laſt drop of your blood; ſhe knſweredthatin thoſe words , Tow had 
| 1; as well aria your former profeſſions; thae being wpon the point of entring into 
Sepnhna , the nger of the Ks or Father ( who perhapsbbad been advertiſed of your a 
bode -+# the(G vert of hes Eney) wit howt dowbt made you return to Darius, where 
Velour bad made yon fght ; +/+ nw wor" ſnetrſs. And when Barfina preſſed her 
(THAT. CC ion, and ſaid ro her ; ©BurMadam, how valiant foever he be, or 
3 &rifitly ſoever bagiſh'd from tis Qountrey , what could thoſe paſſionate words 
* bepoketo you ferve.him for, and ao what purpoſe wasthar deſpatr which he ſo vi- 
*&bly relbed , if really hedid not love you. 

Bu Berlina { replyed the Princes). hat conld the ſending back of my bracelet ſerve 
hins for., \aredto what par poſe was that Letrer ſofbarp, and ſo full of injuries and indigni- 
tics, of really he had lov'd me ? Do youthinktbeſe latter ſignes of his love, clearer then 
theſe former procfs of bis. batred and contempt ? or can you imagine any thing that ſhould 
have thliged hin unto it , ar any daxeling of owrejes, rhat ſhould have made us miſtake his 
Letter, avd my Bracelet ? beſpdes , ( purſued ſhe );f you took worice, he zever ſpoke one 


word 19.pacifie me; and after he had contented himſelf, with telling me, inſteadyf a juſtifica- 


tion, that if I had any thing to reproach him with, I might take a convenient ſeaſon he arro- 
fa#tly aphr aided me-with luis ſervices , and went ont of the T ent withont ſo much as vouch- 
[afing 38-give men [alite. Do you net jwage Barlina , that in permitting me to make re- 

reac! + ab Fog he conf efſeid 1 had canſe to do ſo, and that in not deigning to bend his (pi- 
xt to /oape ers of juftifecation, be bad leſt all the reſpet# he had,or had feigned to have here. 
tofare watp me ? Though the Princeſs diſcourſed on this manner, yet did ſhe not ceaſe 
often to make reflexion upon your laſt words , andupon your laſt aQions, and in the 
yocextainty they cauſed in her, ſhe remained in ſuch ſaſpence between her firſt incli.. 
nations; 208 the refolttion ſhe had raken to love you no more, that if you had re- 
wrind ac 'that time, you might without queſtion have blotted out much of thoſe im- 
prediions ;; but noc hearing any newsat all of you , ſhe inthe end abſolutely believed, 
that you bad mKterly forgotten her. 

In. the; mean while Alex evder expreſſed his love to her by an infinite number of 
proofs, and during the tay he made at Beby/on, ſhe hardly paſs'd one day withour vi- 
ſiting har - 'Qne time when be was in her company with Prolomexs and Lyſimachus, 
falling with-tbem the diſcourſe of the bartel of 4rbe/a, and of the diverſe en- 
counters.he- bad had with you , he defired the Princeſs very earneſtly to tell him your 
name 48d quality ; and ſhe having anſwered that ſhe knew you not ; xphoſeever he be 
( reply dcbe King ) if his birth be equal to bis wertue and graceful faſpion;, he is exceeding 
Wrory to hedeaned, that through his V alour \vas able alone to make me efteems him ;, the de- 
elaretien he-made in coming wp to me , of his love to you; made me take a more expreſs care 
. © either of his ſafety , or of the hanour of his burial. *Tis by this, Madam, (continued he) 
Ju: may: ken the nature of the leue I bear you, ſince be Ypho by his own confeſſion had (6 
$168 4 thriſt intake away my life , finds the preſervation of his own, in the care of his very 
ritual; and fnce I loſs the remembrance beth of mine awn intereſt, and of mine own ſafety, to 
fexve, ajien/on why loves ou tothe prejudice of my happineſs and of my life it ſelf. Thizis 
to hawe ans affeftion very pure, and very free from common conſiderations, and if you conſi- 
a _——_y p Jon will certainly loſe much of that humour, which makgs you diſdain 
4 Princemhnds dying far you. 

0 Mae crthim very modeſtly : © Sir, Idiſdain not fo Hluſtrious a Per- 
«dn, neither do 1 receiyethe Honours you do me , any-other way then as the ſtate of 
$ ry prefers condicion.may permit me; I.confe(sI have greatobligationsto you, and 
*þy rheir- greataebs, ' 1: Rrive as much, as I.can poſlible, ro counterballance the Evil 
you haye-doge'vs; hue Sir,whar. particular marks ſoever you give me of your affeRti- 
* 0 wivoll waywould you have me to rexcivethe proofs andexpreſlions of your love, 
* while you, perfecute- my Father with ſo-muchcruelty , and that not being ſatisfied 
*wihtheuſwpation of tis Dominions , youaim ſo eagerly at his life, and refuſe him 
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*the retreat of,a little tornar! ,jxbich is kill he harh tefr of PUMALYTHY 
: Vt poſlaſſed ? Which, way would. yOw tmve mereceive'ti bHfets JdW't MKOR 

* of your liberty , fo long g6;Lam deprived ofmmicown, wkffowwllyet: et 
' believe my ſelf your Queen and your Miſtreſs , fo long asI know Tam really 


© Priſoner, and your Capuve ? Alexander was aſhamed ar Ne and 
hand hiding the blufh i, Bf G7 0 = 
much renſotr hitherto, bit mA nE aſe with t avryy if 1 
have made againſt Darius, wag E pr, \#nd Yor fe be firm Fu rg pro 
ſecution of my Vittory, it is oy : to F-7 _ of Fam res. / "wap « » to have the _ 
of uſing him generouſly ; is it that ] may my ſelf reſtore t da, 
uh from hims, amde> minke: Jon Mifireſs ia Iyehe r gfe ob Fir 
rather then by ſucceſſion. \\\ 


© When we ſhall rock og thepelleds rt Aries coated = 


* affeQion you rod ro\ er Dog wiibe Hunghtalhanorw 
t ledge chi "Ob Ke \tidn as KGGp _ - nor WA (ao ein yep 
« Connnand h [= ft My ugoh it hondr yo on, IY deths 
*cordingro the Yrecatneſs' whe dts; bay whe fav ; ——_ lus... 
Alexander As = ſarRed \with is wnliver" Ridns | = gle 
« from that rimerforward he abored to inker Eby & | 2þ Eh 
might be pleaſing'r0 ber,  . WH 


| II he bad fnida monthge od notes i rw thee * 
Abulites che Governour of that Town, did as Mazexs had dobe;and 

Alexander upon the bank of the River Hydaſpes, delivered it up into hone with 
infinite ſtore of ſpoyle, and- fifry thouſand Talents. That Town pur anend to the 
Princeſſes voyIgts, jd Alexander finding by Statira's countenance and diſcourſe, 
how much ſhe wastroubled to run after all his expeditions,and to endure the incom- 
modities of his Army, .gave the w_ to reſide } Ph TOY, from whencechey;hnve 


hevet ſlirr'd firce char tie, Ravi ne 5 them to Archelavs; Xenophilbr, 
and Callicrares , with three honifh a x their Guard }, 9nd for 
the Garriſon of the Town. Before hind _—_ e wr: ro take his leave of them, 


and talking with Statira , while Hepheſtion who was in ow with Fd atis, and fa- 
youred by the King in his affeQion, was —_— { ſai did >) 1 ans for- 
ced to leabt jou ( but thou 144 from hertet , ALS One from you; 
perhaps I 7 fur come back one Val Lay all 2 4 wh and 1 pray the Gods 
to grant that I may be able to cdlquer” your minde , "as t for - me able to conquer K ing- 
doms , and that I may find you as much ſoftewd at my rernrn , 4s { leave Jou obdgraje at 
” ure. 

w* e Princeſs re plyd, ©You ſhall alhvays finle me neſt realy t6 4K 
ebork. 56 wore wotth a the fayorsyou do bY bers I will neverralemy ative 

[4 [ 


© wite by the will 6 f my Parents , a pep Qoger wore ftom you!!:, * 
the Princeſs Fg folfowed h& dwh 2 itioRs he nous hy woul equllec hugs wich 


ſs obliging! terms; but beirg' extreimly diftt48 the wes not wu = 
ViRorious Prince by her diſdains, nor give him occaſion by her deportment, to PIE 
that reſpeR which h& had'ever ſhewed her. He departed on this manner from S»/a, 
and left them by his abſence in a very great tranquillity : it laſted for ſome time with- 


out interruption, but within a while after the een FT = by 


tes her Nephew,ard the Governdr of theProvinte'd of h ax; who 
Alrx avider by his tefiſtarics anÞri6t being able to/ oeaes Ard i 
with him from a T6wh where hs yegtmy. —Þ- dtid reduced to aiemi., 


bis ſuffered berſelf r0/ be tirge# « great white Bltote the 
make arty requeſdt6 M/exar{sy; IRGLLNEY forced tc 
of Maderes, who had flrr'dup char diſpleaſute on Hs 

in his favor , aid beſoughe hint gract her'© 


ſparch'dto the King wiethe Bare, ar dro Th 
alſo his re-eſtabifhinent ini is Commands. atid's he c6riſervati 


of his Poopld,. with the ſkrvEinirhinicics did daVititiges 


e 
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«6; 4 back ſome &f his Servants with-me, who. brought a Lenarroths ved, 
nd, tro the Princeſs; that to theQueen contgined only Civittiel;ard the'o- 
x Princes, waess near'as Icamirememberintheſe words ; 1310 OOO 
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ive Madatss be life to the, :\Qucen who aked it of me, and I give the 

whole Province to my Princeſs who asked me nothing ; 1 wouldit pleaſed 
the Gods that ſhe weve; ascafie to be entreated ;' and that ſhe wonld loſe all her 
rigor /$0 -m8 -45 quicklyus the remembrance of m—__ difsipateg all my anger 
againſt thoſe that huve relation to her, 1t is onely of you fair Statira that I, 
:mplort the ' ſame ings which theſe varquiſes Feqpie have obtained, ſince it 
is for you alone that 7 ſuffer much ſharper pains, thenthoſe which they appre- 
bended'; uſe me but as T uſe them., ayd do. yt diſhonour your Conqueſt by 
ſhewing cruelty in his deſtruttion , who hath rendred himſelf without any re- 
ſiſtance +1 hope for this effet# from your gtneroſity', 'and onely from your good- 
og fertbeſgay of)! 15 voto: ad ee 
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- ' The Princeſs Payiſatss received one a [fo from Hepheſtion, but I having no intereſt 


init ,*never deſired, to learn which was: The Princeſs Statira by the Queens advice 
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anſwered Alex njey to this purpoſe : 


7 


' 


The Princeſs'S T ATI RA t King 
ALEXANDER. 


, Ro* in the ſafety of Madates, and in all your Ations, - we receive 

© proofs of your vertne, I ſhall always have a moſt juſtly deſerved va- 
<lue of it, and for the favor our friends have received from you, deſires 
*full of acknowledgement and eſteem 3 this is all thata Captive can do 
for her Lord , and all that Great Alexander can expe from the unfor- 


© runate 
| STATIRA. 


She received yet ſorae other Letters, which it is not neceſlary for me to repear, and 
after theſe Meſſages, O Gods! canIhavethe heart to tell it you? theſe poor Princeſ- 
ſes received the fatal news of the death of poor Darivs, and within a {n dayes the 
body of that great Prince which A/exandey ſent them ,--to beſtow upon it the honors 
of Burial. ' Be pleaſed, Sir, to give me leave to be briefin this ſad Story, and ( as the 
induſtrious Painter) to cover that ſorrow with a Vail which I am notable to repreſent: 
Ic will fuffice me- to tell youthat all the moſt dolefull and lamentable expreſſions of 

if and deſpair, a ol then to the full inthe aRions of thoſe Princeſſes, and that 
beingover elmed with ſuch a bloody ſurcharge of aMiition, they with all hope of 
cotifolation , loſt all th&ir remainder of courage and reſolution, they lay many days 

| proſtrate 
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roſtrate upon the ground, vailed and ſeparated from all converſation, and ſolemni- 
zed this laſt loſs with ſo many tears, that we doubted their lives would find a paſ- 
fage through their eyes. -1 will not weary .-you with reckoning up the ceremonies 
which were obſerved atthe funeral of that great King, they were too deeply afflicted 
to affe& any extraordinary pompin ſo ſorrowful an aQtion , and Darixs was too 
deeply buried intheir hearts, to ſuffer them to.umploy their cares in the Fabrick of a 
Monument, leſs ſenſible, and leſs worthy of the aſhes of that great Prince, Upon 
his Tombe they offered tears of blood, locks of their hair, and made imprecations a- 
g1inſt Alexander; but ſcarce had they allow'd any ref] pit to their firſt tranſports of grief 
when he arriv'd at $/a, whicherthe deſign of viſiting them, and giving them ſome 
conſolation, had brought him with ſome of his friends. Among thoſe that accompanied 
him was Prince Oxiares the deceaſed Kings brother, who had been found among the 
priſoners, and whom the King after he had favoured him as his quality and vertue de- 
ſerved, hd received into the number of his friends, and ſerled again in all his digni- 
ties : he would needs wait upon him in a viſit to perſons that were ſo near and dear to 
him ; and indeed the ſight of him gave them all the comfort which this laſt blow of 
Fortune had left them capable to receive. He ſadly mingled his tears with theirs; and 
for Darirs his death expreſſed all the refentments of a good Brother, and of a yertu- 
ous Prince, HP | | 
Alexander found thoſe poor afflicted Ladies in a chamber the windows whereof 
were cloſe ſhut up, and ſcarce could he perceive them in ſo gloomy and tyournful an 
obſcuriry. By the light of certain great Tapers, he ſaw ſo many tears fall from the 
eyes of the Princeſs, that his heart was nearly touched with compaſſion. Thar firſt 
day he did nothing but weep with them, the next he endeavored mn them ſome 
conſolation, he ſpent many others likewiſe in that imployment, and never defiſted 
from that care till he ſaw their prict a little abated, when they found they were ſome- 
thing in berter condition, and that he judg'd the Princeſs capable of other diſcourſe, 
he fell again into profeſſions of love, and renewed his proteſtations with ſo much ar- 
dor, that ſhe thereby underſtood the violence of his paſſion better then ſhe had eyer 
done before. Her grief was very ſenſibly redoubled by it, and having ſuffered him 
ſome time with patience, when fhe ſaw he perſevered with obſtinacy, ſhe could no 
longer keep in her indignation, nor hide the reſentment ſhe had againſt him who had 
deſtroyed their houſe, and one day when he'had urged her extraordinarily, after 
having looked upon him with an eye inflamed with anger, Sir ( ſaid ſhe ) you axe yet 
dyed with th: blood of Darius,and by thoſe winning marks of your affettion, you would oblige 
his Daughter to love you ; the Queen my Mother lately expired under the pams foe ſuffered 
in ber Captivity, and you would have me look with a loving eye upon him that has ſent her 
z0 her grave 1, the fields are yet covered with the carcaſſes of a million of our Subjetts, and 
of the moſt eminent of our kindred, the ruins of our faireſt Cities are yet ſmoaking with 
the fire that has devoured them, and all the Countreys which heretofore obeyed the King 
my Father, are at this preſent objetts only of terror and deſolation, and you would have me 
give my ſelf to him who has laid them waſte, to the murtherer of my neareſt friends, and 
to the cruel deſtrojer of the kingdom and Family of Perla. / No, noSir, "tis not by ſuch 
like obligations, *tis not by the blood of her friends, nor by the rnine of her Eſtates, that the 
heart of a Princeſs is to be Wonn ; hop great verue ſoever ſhines vikbly in you, and what 
marks of greatneſs ſoever acknowledge, I cannot conſider you otherwiſe then as the mur- 
therer of my mother, and the murtherer of my father. Give at leaſt ſome truce to her whom 
you have deprived of a father that was the greateſt of all the Kings of the earth, of a 
mother who moſt tenderly lov'd her, and of the hope of the moſt flouriſhing Empiye in the 
wortd, Enjoy that peaceably which they and Irefign to you, [neither envy you your Vi- 
tories, nor your Kingdoms ; emvy not me therefore the repoſe I beg, and ſuffer that all that 
remains of Darius may ſpend the remnant of her life in tranquility, in ſome little corner of 
thoſe Territories which were formerly his, It is not till the extremity Sir, and after the 
toſs of the hope you had given of Darius his ſafety, and re-eſtabliſhment, that I make 
this requeſt to you, and this declaration. T have carried my (elf toward you hitherto as a 
Princeſs, who though ſhe had a thouſand cauſes to hate you, had yet a father to preſerve, 
and 
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and. I ſuffered ap affeftion which the death of the Queen my mother, and that of ſo ma- 
ny thouſw of our Subjefts, ought to have made me reje(t with horror, onely to make uſe 
f it; #0 tht advantage of a Father, whom the Gods had yet been pleaſed to leave me. You 

ave deprived me of bom ſince, beth contrary to pity, which is natural to men, contrary to 
the wveneration due to ſacred perſons ,, and contriry to the promiſes you had made me your 
felf ; you have proſecuted him to the laſt moment of his life, and never gave him over, till 
you had ſeen him breathe out his ſoul by ſo cruel a death, that your ſelf, andall that wear 
4 Crown, - onght to tremble at it with horror. Now that I have ſuffered all, and loſt all, 7 
have nothing more left to apprehend, nor nothing to deſire; and Tneed no longer diſſemble 
with a perſon, whom I no longer fear, and from whons I no longer hope for any thing. I am 
net ignarant, Sir, of the power which Vittory and Uſurpation have given you over me,but 
neither am 1 ignorant of the meays to free my ſelf from it, aſſoon as 1 ſpall ſee you endea- 
vor to abpſe it ;, and the Gods who have cans'd me to be born a Princeſs, have taugnt me 
the way to die alſo like 4 Princeſs. 

Thefewords ſtruek Alexander with a very great aſtoniſhment, and ſhe had hard- 
ly ended them, when riſing from before him, ſhe went into another Chamber, and 
would neither 'ſee him nor hear him any more, notwithſtanding all the intreaties 
thac were uſed to her, and all the commands ſhe received from the Queen. Alex- 
ander admiring the greatneſs of her courage, and not beingable to contradict the 
truth of het reproaches, was yet ſo ſtung with chem, that he proteſted before Sy/igam- 
bis, he would never importune her more while he liv'd, and that he would change the 
deſign he had had for her advantage; unto the favor of ſome other Miſtreſs. So with- 
outnialingany longer ſtay ar F»/a, he took horſe with thoſe that had attended him, 
and carrying back Oxiartes with him, he return'd unto his Army,which was in the ſame 
place where he had left ir a few days before. 

Before he went away, he gave order'that the Queen and the Princeſſes, with all the 
companions of their fortune, ſhould be no longer kept as priſoners, knowing well 
that after'the death of Dariws, and the loſs of all they had, their ſureſt retreat was 
under his protetion , he therefore ſettled great allowances to maintain them, and 
lefe thetti in aperfe& liberty. Hereupon many of the Ladies whoſe husbands and 
Fathers had continued ſtill at their own-houſes, or had been re-eſtabliſhed in them, 
and their commands, by Alexander, went home again unto them : Roxana's Mother 
was one of that number, being ſent for by her husband, who having retired into his 
Government, had not yet felt the power of Alexander. She departed from S»ſa,when 
ſhe had taken her leave of the Queen and Princeſſes, and took her daughter Roxana 
along with her. Fratire who loved her not, was not ſorry for her going away , and 
though cunning Roxana ſhed ſome diſſembling rears ar that ſeparation, the Princeſs 
to whom her malice was well enough known, ſhewed but very little trouble for part- 
ing with her. 

The daughters of King Occhue, fair, and vertuous Princeſſes, and the daughters of 
Mentor, remained ſtill at $»/a, Barſina would not forſake Sratira, with whom ſhe 
was knit in a moſt conſtant friendſhip, though ſhe heard within a while after that 
her Father Artabazm with the reſt of his Family, had heen courteouſly receiv'd by 
Alexanzex, and placedin the number of his deareſt, and moſt conſiderable friends ; 
and certainly his vertue deſery'd that uſage, for having preſerv'd fo inviolable a fideli- 
. - his deceaſed King, that the changes of his fortune had never made him capable 

change. 

The , of ſa would at that time have been reaſonable fair, if it had not been 
compoſedofperſons, whoſe faces were the true piRures of ſorrow and deſolation 
theſituation of that Town is very pleaſant, and the conveniency of the Walks in- 
vited the Princeſſes often to divert part of their melancholy in them, They ſpent a 
whole year there without being troubled with any new diſquiet, and hearing every 
day the marvel{ons progreſs of Alex anders Forces, they learn'd how he had vanqui- 
ſhed the Harder, and conquered all Hyrcania, how he had ſubdued the Draches , the 
Eveygeres, the Hydaſpians, and all the people that inhabit near Mount Caxcaſus, how 
+he had alſo made the Barians and Zogdians ſubmitunto bim, and how all the Ter- 
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ritories that heretofore were under Darixs, had already receiv'd the HMacedmian 
yoak, and lived under them ina ſtill calm, anda very perfeRobedience: The moſt 
eaſing news they heard, was that of the puniſhment of Beſs, whoin after hee 
ad ſeiſed upon Battria, Alexander hed taken, by his own cowardiſe, and the con- 
ſpiracy ot his friends ; and chat great King, deteſting ſo wicked a fellow, ſtain'd with 
= murther of his Prince, had deliver'd him into O:xiartes hands, who to revenge the 
death of his brother, had czus'd that Paricide tobe pytto death by an extraordi. 
nary kind of execution , he made four Trees to be bended down by a.great numbet 
of men, and cauſing the legs and the arms of that diſloyal man he | ried unto 
the branches of them, they being all let flip with violence, tore every one its 
quarter, and diſmembred that miſer;ble wretch, with marvellous ſudderinels, Alex- 
ander pardoned Narbazanes at the interceſſion of the Eunuch Bageas, who was in 
oreater favor with bim, then he had been with Darixe. 
| After this news, they heard another, at which they were very tnuch ſurpriſed and 
that was the Marriage of Alexander to Roxana, which by the haſtineſs of it; fild 
his whole Court, and all A/a, with aſtoniſhment. Ar theſe words, my Prince inter- 
rupting the Eunuch, zyhar, ( ſ:id he) has Alexander then married the wicked Roxana ? 
Yes, Sir, ( anſwered the Eunuch ) and learn but in two words how that adventure was 
related rous, Alexander being come into the Province of the Sacans, Roxana s fa- 
ther who was Goverror of it, after he had delivered up-all the Townes, and the 
whole Countrey into his hands, made hum a very ſtately reception, anda n » 
nificent entercainment. His faireſt ornament in the Kings eye, -was his daughter Rox- 
ava, whoactompanied by thirty other Ladies, choſen among the moſt beauriful of 
allthacProyinee, waited upon the King all the while he was at meat, andthat Prince 
who had formerly ſeen her near the Queeps, with an indifferent eye, thought her ar 
chat time ſo:atrrative, that he became paſſionately jn love' with her, and having by 
longabſence, by his great imploiments, and partly by diſdain quenched the affection 
e Me Seotns he reſoly'd to m: ke Roxana his wife, and not deferring longer 
toeffeR it, he declared his intention to his friends, and to the Father of thar Princeſs, | 
and having the conſent of 3ll, either through fear, or through compliance, hee 66n- 
ſfammatred the-marriage the ſame day, and r2is'd that prod, malicious wotnan, to a 
fortune which ſhe had never pretended to. © — | 
\The 2ueen, and the Princeſſes were amazed at this news, and though they did 
hotatall enyy ber advancement,their knowledge gf her humor made themi apprehend 
her power, and fear ſome part of thoſe misfortunes which have fince befaln them, 
Yet Statira was exceeding glad that ſhe was by that marriage delivered from Alexan- 
dr; importunities, and began to live with more tranquillity, then ſhe had donefince 
the loſle of Daxizs; and tlie belief of your ſuppoſed infidehry : In the mean time 
notwithſtanding all the care fhe had taken to blot you our-of her remembrance, yer 
could ſhe-nox uxcerly do it, bur you rerurn'dinto it in ſo many, and fo different forms, 
thatſhehardly knew you any more.  __ as OO : 
- Scarce cid, Yau begin to appear unto her imagination, is that brave Oroondates by 
whom ſhe had becn.ſo perfeRly loved, and from whom ſhe had received ſo many ſer- 
vices, burpreſently a new fancy repreſented ov, as that faithleſſe, anddiſ-obliging 
Tos of Scythia, .who: had ſo cruelly forſaken her, and ſo mortally injured her : 
hbeſpent themoitparr of her life jn cheſe different thoughts, and ſeem'd fo looſned 
ſtan allorber.cares, and allother divertiſements, that the en, the Princeſs her 
ider;-and. berbeſt. Blends, had with the hope, given-oyeralſo the endeavor of mha- 
king herorgetherſadnels.. \ I WW 4 99 Wicks hdr | ' 
__ nece{ſary,for.mez Sir, to tell you all the leſſe important particulars of 
ife;\ during Alexanders ablence there bapned nothing remarkable at 'F»/@, bur 
inghe.end, two yearsafter his departure, we. heard he was renin thither, having 
bdyet the Zagies,. and all che people. chat inhabit on this ſide of the River Ganges. 
bePrinceſſesxecray'd this news, with, their ordinary moderatjon,-. and to ſhorten 
this Diſcourſe, within ſome days after they ſaw him' come bark with a Triumphant 
army, laden with-the Spoils of the. greater part of the world,  Aſſoon as m_ 
21 "uy ; Sas = arrived 
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a mel Mo Yeedt tovifitthem, andrendred them all the civilities and honors 

could hayee 2d from thoſe whomrhe Gods had made to be born their ſubjecs, 
He entertain'd the Princeſs with Diſcourſes full of reſpeR, and remembring the reſo- 
lutipn h he had taken at his departure, and the affeion he had promiſed to his Queen 
Roxana he continued a few days ina yery'great coldneſs, and eonyerſed with her in 
terms fall 6 f indifferency. Burt in the end the ſight of her waken'd bis paſſion,which wag 
burkaid afleep; ahd the charms of thar fair Princeſs working their uſual effeRs, wiped 
out of his 'minde horh all his reſolutions,” and all the impreſſions which the beaury 


and ſubtiſcy, hen had made init. 


That ne n had aid behind at Paſargarda, by reaſon of a ſickneſs that hin- 
dred her from accompanying the King to S*ſa, and it was her abſence ther gave him 


a fuller liberty to fall again into his'old affe&tion. He began his Courtſhip afreſh ' 


with more earneltneſs then before, and confirming himſelf by the cuſtome of Perſ6a, 
which perchits, the marrying of many wives, he return'd unto the ſervice of Statira 
with that deſign, and labored to gain her conſent, by allthe proofsit was poſſible to 
give her af hi ve. Hefound 4 the ſame he had lefe her when he wentaway,and 
received anſwetsfrom her, that would a thoufand times have repulſed, or a thouſand 
—_— :Iperate another man, whoſe courage had been lefſe firm and conſtant ; 

Pritice being invincible inall things, perſevered with ſounſhaken a re. 
aig bites er'minde with ſo 'mnch patience, thatthe Princeſs conſide- 

_ AF ubmuſſi of, and reſpe& he ſerved her, being ina condition that 


| hn me of authotiry'oyer her, began ro loſe ſome part of her averſion , or of 


nr had apainſt him ; ahd accuſtomed her ſelf co receive Hm, and ſuf- 
fer hi a, niote mildneſs and compliance then ſhe was wonrbetore; not that ſhe 


could' lilpoſe herſelf rolove'him, and ſway hee minde into a ſecond paſſion , after 
having n iſo untapy ini the former; for having been ſo ill dealt withial by the firſt 
man ſhe had ever lov' . ' ſhe hd conceiv'd a general indignation againſt-all others, 
burat Text The broughther {elf ro look upon him as the greateſt Princein the world: 


andas he, who of all men living, did atthat time expreſs moſt affeQion to her, Altx 
ander was eo rented for a while with'this alteration, which he thought very advan- 
rageous to hum, hoping that ket might win her inſenſibly, and that: having 'obliged hey 
w, oo e compliance and eſteem, he might at laſt engage her inthe affeRtion hee ſo 
ROPE. but,wh ben Hefound that at] his hopes were vain, and that ſhe conti- 

wry he ſame teins; he rhouþhe beſt to beg the eſſtance of her'friends, and 
of tho bo rom ny 4ut ority over her, and having vainl loyed the credit of 
Clone, ths "and of the Princeſs Pariſatis her ſelf, he Are ed himſelf to Queen 
Syfgambis ,and diſcovered his heart, and paſſion unto her, in ſuch moving, and obli- 
ging 6 $f at ſnpering with a mind already full of eſteem of him, he wrought init 
alſo-a'gf eſsanddefire to procure his farisfiRtion in that defign, Wheti 
ſhe was led, 4, Re ſent f6r the Princeſs i into her Chamber, and ra.) commended 
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to you ; and which is ne longer conſiſtent With reaſor , no, norwith generipeey it ſelf ;, if 
== of bis aftions have pre. we of tears , and of complaints againſt him, let ns be- 
lieve that the.Gods who bad deſtined him to an univerſal Monarchy , and to the ruing of 
our family, could not hav imade the reliqnes of it fall into the hands of amore gentle grid 
indulgent Conqaeror, and et us tonſider that rhe ewil! that he has done us, ani vtnch by the 
wilt of the Gods , hewaz decried ro do ns, if they can be connterpoiſed by obligations, .are ſo 
by thoſe he viluntarily hath [aid upon #s; ..1n ſhort, Staura, fray,or rather let us all fear 
h may change his humor , and graw weary at laſt of intreating her Whom without puniſh- 
ment he may conſtrain : This is the Connſel: I give you , both for your own interdſt and 
ours; and fince.that by the dtarh of my dear Children, there remains none but my ſelf, who 
hath any lawfxl power over you , i] command you as much as 1 can-do now , nt tareſſt his 
affeltion any more, ſo long as he ſpall ſue for yours by means that are ſo gloriows to you,and by 
offers of a Crown which raiſe owr honſe again to a much greater ſplendor then that from 
whence it 5s fallen. OY 62, % {gp ff 
Having ended theſe words, ſhe left the Princeſs alone,with liberty to digeſt them:ſhe 
atfirſt choughe it extreara-difficult, and deftaded herſelf a long time againſt the eon- 
ſideration of her obediencets the _ .8gainſt the dangers wherewnhJhe threat- 
ned her, and againſt the adyantages ſhe prapoſed unto her ; but being ſorne few da 
after urged again, with' the hke or —_—— , ſeeing herſelperſe 
cuted by thofe friends je Tram, rs. a her eyes to the truth of thoſe 
reaſons they alledged graves Ly ar Alexander , whom ill then ſhe had beheld 
only with diſdain , ſhe ſaw: tn his perſon chat was not truly great, and truly 
amiable. He is ( as you know.) a very handfomi Prince, in the flower of his age,and 
endowed ( beſides that valour which has made'him the gfeateſt of all mealiving) wich 
all the qualities that can render a perſon moſt «ompleat, The Princeſs conſidering theſe 
things, without that animoſity. which before had hiddenall the tyſtre of them from 
her,and remembring that by your infidelity,ſhe was more thendiſpenſed with,for the 
promiſe which ſhe had made to you , and of which ſhe believed you would never ex- 
a the performance , ſuffered herſelf-in the exd., ( though with very much adoe ) 
to be overcome by ſo many appearances of reaſon, and by rhe'perſwaſions of all thoſe 
that had any credit with her. J a 

Oreondates Gould not forbear interrupting the Eunuch in'this part of his Relation 
with ſo many ſobs, and ſuch lamentable complaints; that heforced him to break off 
the thread of his Diſcourſe ; and melt into tearsof compaſſion. His fire was kindled 
again by this recital , and ſo much of his affeftion as was ſmothered by the beliefof 
his Princeſſes infideliry, broke forth again into ſuch a violent flame, by the knowledge 
of her innocence, that he became more ardent, and more paſſionate then ever, He 
was 2 great while before he could ſettle again, and when Tyrexs ſaw him alitde re- 
covered, he went on with his Story = this _— As i) 

I witl notrelateunto you, Sir, the joy of Alexander, nor the ſumptnious prepa- 
rations for the Wedding, bur will only tell you, that within a few dayes after he had 
her conſent, he married her publickly at S»/a, with all the pomp, andall the magnift- 
cence, which the high quality of two ſuch eminent perſons require, and crown- 
ed her Queen of all the people that lived under his obedience, That Wedding was 
not celebrated alone, for with the liking of the King , Of ambis ,, Artabaſus, and of 
all thoſe that had intereſt inthem., Hepheſtion marri the Princeſs Pariſatis, and 
ſhortly after Prolomeus, and E umenes, Apamia and Arſinoe, Artabaſus his two 
er Daughters, 'and many other Princes, and Lordsofthe Court, were we ro 
the Princeſſes, and Ladies of Perſia, The Kingthen ſeeing himſelt ble 
ſor of that beauty , for which he had ſigh'd ſo long , deſired to ſtiflethe remembrance 
of all paſt misfortunes in an univerſal joy, andreſtor'd thoſe happy dayesto Perf, 
which had ſo long been baniſhed thence. Syſgambis took the ſame place witt bim 
hadenjoyed with Darius,8really gave him the affeion ſhe had born unco that 
ſon. Oxiartes and Artabaſus were 1n greater ſplendor & authority then they had been 
under him, and allthe m_ began generally nnder the mildneſs of hisReign, tore- 
cover breath after that tedious burthen of their miſeries, and hope of that quier res 
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which-had forſaken them... The King having got ſorich a prize of Beauties.,. took his 
revenge \upon them , for allthe Ig had madehim ſuffer , ad made much 
of hisfaic Queen , with:ſadear atendernels , that ſhe began'to GE—_ out of 
ation; which ſhe-bad' yielded to only out of reaſon of State, ſhe began to:con- 
demn char-obftinacy ,» which had ſorlong made her fly from her own happineſs, and 
by the ſtrength of hes verrue, baniſhing all thoſe zomembrances, that could withdraw 
hee fromehie\tove fhe-qw'd unto the Husbahd which the-Gods had given \her,ſhe gaye 
herfelf\ ro love him in good earneſt , *as her duty, andthe proots of his affeRion ob- 
higed ee: "Then ir-was-to, pleaſe him\/\fhe. drove away all thoſe ſorrows which 
were. Wwonr” to appear- inher troubledconmenance , and by a complyance worthy to 
brieſteanet; ſheer forth her beauties with all the ornaments, which the misfortunes 
of her-hvafe had cauy'& herto lay aſide.” ++ + T RTE | 

- But fearce' had ſhe begun to taſte the ſweetneſs which this change of her condition 
night have brought her, when Queen Roxanacame to S#ſa;ſhe had not yer fully reco- 
veredi the fickneſs thac had retained-ber at Paſargards, bur having got a hint of the 
Kings-reldpſe inco his gwen pafſion , and His defign for: fevond marriage, ſhe reſoly'd 
16. break 'by the -meang the had ina xeadineſs ;/ but bring advertited of it too late, 
ſhe-arttYed' not at Sw till eight dayetafter the wedding: '- I can very hardly tell you 
pod yer of her difpteafure atjr; iz che words which jealouſie; and the compe- 
titivn 6! liflval bo rar. 41 rem , made herto bring forth: It bein 
6s fodder: intherpower to hinder 4-thing already done; ſhe took a-refohntion atle 
tw lidivte-cheir minds rp eres wr ur could, and'ro put'Sratiraagain into her 
firſt affsRibrt, chereby-to wither ter from what ſhe owed toa Husband, whom ſhe 
defivedsitb/ipoflels alone.) Wich thisdeberminirion.he'wene to viſir herthe next day 
after het arrival ; !and"after' a ſalurefall of civility and diflimulation,”and an hour of 
indifferentdifcourſt ;'flikpray'd herto-withitaw thro; her Cloſet, for ſhe had ſome- 
thinpt@lay to heripeit :  The'Queendid as ſhe deſired, andiftiutting the dore, 
whert | ; \Rexan; broke filence intheſe words; 7t is hard for me Afa- 
dar, fonger to conpeal the ebligatiow which you have tome ; and the defire I have to be 
bitter |belwed of you thin T have been heretofore, forcet me to declare that "tis tome alone 
you owe this eſtabliſhment , and this greatneſs to which you ave now raiſed, 

The Princeſs aſtoniſhed at th beginning, would bave reply'd, when Roxana per- 
ceiving her amazement, purſued on this manner , Ler not this diſcomrſe (urpriſe you 
Aladdin; T fey Sebing Ont truth , and [will quickly make you ſee it by infallible proofe; 
946246! ſpeak, enfainedly , when 1 labinred for your happineſs, I did not pretend to 
thirs'F:niw poſſeſs; for prrchance I ſbould not have been ſo good a friend as to procure that 
Fortune! foy you to'my ovon prejudice , Which ſince that time the Gods have granted to my 
ſelf: but. having always believ'd , that only the daughter of Darids was worthy to be the 
wife of Alexander the Great, 1 uſed my endeavorrs to </peſe her to love him, and t» 
drivronr of her minde alltheſe thoughts that might withdraw her from a felicity which ſhe 
prjottell out of canſiderations that were, juſtly to be blamed. That Was it which made me 
oft e#s. 88: about tt a difference between you and Oroondates , and which made me at 
Laſt flnde' a me angev baniſh him out of your heart , and tointroduce an affettion that would 
beinrare aduantageons to you. Trueit is Madam, that my knowledge how firmly you were 
fie wpon"\a. perſon as nuhappy 4s your ſelf, maae me takg recourſe to all kind of inventions 
phat F:mmaght ,. to give |you inclinations more profitable to your ſelf ; 1 feigned to love him, 
uy #9. Wiz him from-jou;, and though I laboured but in vain, and that he ever prefer- 
ved bid- fidelity ro you enewulable , IT fortunately drew the means from that d5ſſimulation, to 
malls 'hink uteerly loſt your favonr , and to make hips paſſe in your opinion , for guilty and 
diftoyal;" though he\were in effelt, the moſt faithful", and the moſt innocent of all men ti 
11.44% ay? 5 , *rrion ro}, « 


'Statsra interrupting her at theſe words , © Ah !Madam (aid fe ) what is this you 
« tell me? Was Ordadaterinnocentafter the proofs be gave me of his infidelity, which 
< are ſo clear and viſible, tharir is not poſfible for bim to ſuffer theta himſelf if he be 
<yevative? Hoe wat. fo. ( replyed Roxana coldly.) abd 7 would wit corifeſs wnto you the 
treachery 1 uſed, if my deſign had not 'been-very goody and the ſucceſſe very _—y 
"007 or 
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for yt: and 16 make it appear to 99 Madars(contini'd The) all Hikwwrleilge yi Hole Bib 


his inconſtaricy ,\ comes onely' from the ſending bxth of the BYkepltt you $iv 0 bing} ind 
ten 4 —_ Sith you nh oe of his ferwants, as for th Bravelet if wet a Was 
in his hands after the time he was at' Datnaſcus , Whete 7 marlsir tobe frollth fmt bans by 
the ſame Atbates, who brought "it''to you , and whom I by giftt toryapted to deceive his 
Maſter ; and after\Wvard to forſake him to ſervt'me inthe deſign 1 had againſt him: Then 
for the Letter 3t was not intended to you, and if you hurve it ftilt\, you muy 's ove it hath 
no. Superſcription upon it , but that by which it was direlted to you , was writtiy pen an 
other paptr , in which both the Letter and Brutelet were folatd vp. Beſides, there is no 
gytat probability , thoſe words: ſhould have been Written to bt for whom he had taken ſo 
much pains; if their ſenſe had ſome reference*to your condition , if agreed mth more 
with mine; and indeed I was the perſon to whom it was addrefftd ; being the Anſwer of a 
Litter 1 writ 'to-hims to Sidont, by @ Page that went along with the man , who cath from 
Abdolominus rs fetch a Pdſt-port' for him; -the Brdcelet he ſent me back was wie of my 
own hair , and 'the Letter 1'whote , was in the moſt diſ-obliging terms 1 conldimvent , to 
draw ſuch an Anſwer from him as I defired : by good fortune he Heturned mis [wclf an one 
as I conld have wiſh'd for my thefign , and tolet you ſte 1 hatos nit forgotten them, theſe 
Wwere- the very Words of both.” With that ſhe reptared firſt her own', and thin thit ſhe had 
received {rom Oroondates, without omitting a ſyllable , dani then continued, $eting it 
ſo proper and in terms that ſmited ſo well with my imtention , 7 put this true Bratelit with- 
1m it, and having ſent for Arbates ; whom I had gotten to leave his Maſter at hlj depar- 
twre from Sidon, he readily andertook, the carriage of it , and didnot only fold it ip in a 
looſe cover juſt as it was before , but counterfeiting Oroondates his hand ex att{y, direfted 
it ro you , and furniſhed me alſo witha trick z0 "4 the perfebt impreſſion of his Seat? have 
heard ſince that he acquitted hinsfelf like wiſe mn the delrveriny of it as well as 1 could have 
deſired , and aſſured you that he had left his Maſter in Hyrcania , though you muy have 
lear'd ſince that at that time he had not ftirr'd from Darits, T4 OT NO 
After theſe words ſhe laid open unto her alf the reſt of her treachery, and made 
it ſoclear and viſible to thar poor Queen , that there remained not the leaf doubr ei- 
ther of her wickedneſs, or of your innocence. This difcovety ronch'd her heart 
ſo deeply with griefand repentance , thatalfHer blood retiring thither"] left her frir 
body pile, cold, without motion, ſtretch'd uportrthe bed where they were fitting. Wic- 
ked Roxana, who would have been gladder t6 have ſeen her dead then itt a fw/ouri, go- 
ing to the door call'd in onely C/cone, and ſhowing her her Miſtreſs in that cafe, could 
do no leſs, though againſt her will, then aſlift her endeavonrsto brirſg het to lifeapain, 
and having thrown cold water irther face, they at laft ſxiv her open her eyes; 4ttl be- 
ing ſet up by their affiſtance , ſhe look'd ronnd about her with fo ſorrowfallan eye, 
that without donbt ſhe moved compaſſion eventn her, who had put her itico char 
eſtate, DE pant: 
Roxana coming with a feigned officiouſtieſs to comfort her, ©Madam, ( faid the 
*Queen to her) let me alone T pray you; = by your wicked inventions may well 
* give me my death, but ſhall never by Oroondares his innocence,” make me fail againſt 
*what I owe unto the King my Lord and Htiband. I knoty how to dye fat the expt- 
*ation of the crime I have committed in forfaking and niakirig deſperate a Prince to 
* whom 1 was ſo highly obliged, but 1 ſhall alſo know how to defend my ſelf as I 
* ought from a remembrance which I can no longer lawfully, preſerve.” Be ſatisfied, 
*Madam , you ſhall quickly poſſeſs Alexander alone ; but he alone ſhall poffeſs my 
* heart and all myaffetions , during theſhort remainder of mylife, | © 
Attheſe words Roxana going away, left that poor Princeſle, with no body but C/-- 
one, in ſuch an exceſs of grief , that I want wordsto repreſent ir to you. | Arid cer- 
tainly all chat a moſt paſfionare ſorrow , and the rethaei of ſuctra crithe could pro- 
duce in an afflicted ſoul, rormented hers fo cruelly , that Crone was deſticure of all 
hope of her ever being ableto bear tharlaſt affaulr of fortune;,  thoughſkie had ſu 
ported all her former ones with ſo 'muctf courage. Then it wasthar y{ tir laſtwords, 
and your laſt aQions came all into her memory, and rqaking a juſt reflexionupon 
them , ſhe found fo many marksof your love and innocerice ,” that ſhe could nor ima- 
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gine by what charm ſhe had been bewicched to believe a thing ſo far from all appea- 
rances of truth. I cannot tell you, Sir , what a Floud of Tears ſhe ſhed atthis re« 
membrance , nor what complaints ſhe made for aloſſe , which ſhe had cauſed unto 
herſelf by her own credulity. Cleone ' got her to bed, where ſhe preſently fell into 
a violent Feayer ; within two hours after ſhe was viſited by the Princefs her Siſter, 
now wife to Hepheftion, and by the fair Barſine. Afſſoonas ſhe {aw them come in, 
ſhe could nor forbear ſending forth a loud cry , whereat they were extreamly furpri- 
ſed. Ab ! my dear Sifter; Ab ! my dear Barſina, faid ſhe to them, and ſtop- 
ping at thoſe firſt words, left them to judge by her ſilence, of the confuſion of her 
Col Theſe two Princeſles aſtoniſhed at thar reception, drew near unto her Bed, 
and Cleone cauſing all the reſt that were in the Chamber to go out , gave them liberty 
ro ask her the cauſe of her afflition, in a time when ſhe ſeemed to have buried all the 
remainders of her diſcontent, and the Queen opportunity to diſcover the ground 
of her ſorrow to them; and ſoſhe did, bur with ſo many ſighs andrears , thar thoſe 
two Ladies who were well acquainted with all the particulars of her life , and who 
had ever been much concern'd in all the accidents of it, by that ſhe came to the end 
of her relation, appeared ina condition little different from hers, and accompanied 
her with a deluge of tears, which her preſent grief and the remembrance of your 


misfortune, made to . waxyrrag er pt red their fair eyes. © Well now, ( purſued - 
W 


© the poor Queen , ſhe had told them the treachery of Rex4an«) to what do 
* you condemn this credulous, or rather this faithle, this ungratefut. Woman © and 
by what expiation do you believe ſhe may repair a fault of the nature of hers > Who 
© can reſtore her the dear Oroondares, which ſhe has loſt by herjnconſtancy? Or 
* rather though ſhe ſhould recover him , who. can give her the power.to love him 
* without a crime, whom ſhe hated without a cauſe, and who had loved her wich- 
F out any. reſervation? Poor Prince, how well thy fidelity has been requited ! And 
© what an Mappy conduſion of fo brave a paſſion asthine , was this laſt uſage of this 
© unthankfull woman , which made thee fly from her , and from a life that was much 
© leſs dear tothee then ſhe! How fortunately haſt thou imployed thoſe years , which 
© thou haſt ſpent in ſerving, and loving her more then thy ſelf 1 And how juſtly the 
© the loG of thy Youth, of thy Eſtates, of thy Kindred, of thy Repoſe, of thy Blood, and 
© peradyenture of thy Life hath been recompenced | 

She made many ſuch like complaints, nor could the conſolation of thoſe dear friends 
diminiſh any thing of her afflition, and indeed they appeared ſo deeply touch'd 
with it themſelves,that they were bur little able to comfort her,by their Diſcourſe. Af- 
ter ſhe had a long time accuſed herſelf of her fault, ſhe gave way to another thought, 
and juſtifying herſelf ro you asis if you had been there , © But dear Oroondates ( con- 
*tinued ſhe, if at leaſt my preſent condition may permit me without offence , to ſpeak 
© to you ſtill by that name ) how guilty ſoeverIam, yetam I not without ſome ex- 
*cuſe, and as you were moſt ſharply by your knowledge of my change, ſo was 
*ir very hard for me tobe inſenſible of fo = appearances of yours , and though 
" ©*Tloydyou, Iwasa weak, ſimple woman, and too innocent to diveinto a Treache- 
* ry, ſomaliciouſly contrived , and ſo cunningly managed ; I have loſt you, but be- 
* lieve rather chatT have loſt my ſelf, and if 1 have caus'd ſome diſcontent to you, I 
© have made my ſelf a hell of torments for the remainder of my miſerable life. 1 have 
* siven my ſelf unto another , thinking that you no longer defired to have me , but 
. the preſent I have made to him of an unhappy Creature, give him the entire 
* poſſeſſion both of my body and of my minde , he ſhall not enjoy them long; and 
* my duty which will not ſuffer me to give Oroondates that which ought only to belong 
*to Alexander, permits me to give that unto my grave, which ir forbids me to take 
*from Alexander, and which my inclination forbids me to refuſe Orcondazes. 

, After theſe ſhe ſpoke many other ſuch like words, and would not have put an end 
to her lamentations, if the King advertiſed of her beingill , had not entred into her 
Chamber.He camecloſe to her bedſide and exprefling his afflition by the diſquietnefs 
into which that ſudden alteration of her health had put him,he made her ſuddenly re- 
pentall the kind motions ſhe had had co you, & forked ber ſtrongly in the __ 
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ſhe had taken; to keep her affeRionsentire for ſo, worthy a.husbagd, of whom, .ſhe- 
was ſo perfectly beloved. KT WEED | " 

She concealed the cauſe of her,indiſpolition from him, as well.as poſkibly ſheccould, 
and the King having iſs'd her very ardencly ; Madam, ( aid be): if 1conld deſerve 
to have my life, and my health dear:to you, I would-conjure you to preſerve both, of, - 
3n your own, fince it is impoſſikle, you ſhould feel any fickneſſe, but that 1 ſhall be at. leaſt 
as ſenſible of it as your ſelf. dr is | FY 

© The honor youdo me, Sir, (replyed the Queen ) in cheriſhing my life, ſhall, make 
* me endeavor.to preſerve it for you, and your conſideration ſhall always, make ic 
© dearer to me then mine own, The King, anſwered her, with, thoſe kindneſles thas 
were permitted him, butthey were ſuch as had little conformity with the, bumar.ia 
which the Princeſs was at, that time, and he would perchagge have ſaid a great 
while with her, if: her. ſiſter, Pariſazis, who eaſily judg'd, in whax: a conſtxaint ſhe 
was, in the preſence ota great many.,who had accomparyed him, -hadnot deſired her, 
husband Hepheſtion to ger him away.That Favorit whoſe pawer-wich che Kings abſo- 
uce, pur bim-in- mind how:incommodious ſo long a vifie mightbe unto the Queen, 
which conſideration inſtantly moved him to-retire. Aſſoon;as ever hewas gone; 
«Poor Oroondates, ( cryed the Queen ) I now am able to do nothing fox thee, comenc 
*thy ſelf withhe tears I-give thee, and conteſt no- longer, tor my. Deart, agialtyche 
*lawful poſſeſſor: of it ; the Gods who: will not ſuffer me-c9.doe any! ching;bug 
* weep ſor thee, have given me intitely co bim, and if thouhaſt. 1d me periefily, 
* than oughtelt never to wiſh thar:L for thy ſake ſhauidabate; any, of chat yertue ithax 
* obliged thee to love me. C11.) Liana 1:3 1 hte 3: 

She held her peace, becauſe S1/gambz came in, to whom, out of reſpect, ſhy faid 
nothingar that time of whar had happen'd to her, and having paſs'd the: raſk of che 
day inthe company of thoſe. dear-friends,. ſhe ſpent the in,diſquiesand.can; 
flies, which itis umpoſlible for me'to repreſens, Laye andduy,. fought along 
in, her breaſt; but in the end:dbty; gpurbe-maſtery, and made,aer:cefplve racherto 
ſuffer death, then any blemiſhinſo pure, andiſa-unſported}a;life, . Neveuheleſs dhe 
thought ſhe- was. abliged-ro: juſtific her ſelf] ſome. way .to.y98; Andlinceyourinnor 
ence was knownco her, ſhe putpaſed ikewiſn:tq give you aſlurance of: hors, apd to 
take away-thar impreſſion you might have of ansnhidelityy which: were not: pardona» 
ble after ſo great.obligationsashersto you. -'Wathin awhile after, the. news-getwe to 
Suſa, of Zopiris's deteat, and-it:was;afſured; at Court, #hat:the-Prince:06-Kobra 
hadkill &himwithhis ownhand,; and thatthe: in: perſen-eommanded- the: -6f 
the King bis Father. Alexander was troubled for the * loſs of Zapsrie, and at this 
Army, and thereupon gave order that his whole Court ſhould wear mourning for 
three days; but be did not prepare himſelf to take revenge, though there wasa 
ſtrong rumor fpreadabroad, that he would come in perfon into this Country , for 
indeed Zopirio had not undertaken that War by-bis Orders, but unknown to. hi 
and out ofan unjuſt deſire to make himſelf grear. ; 

The Queen was infinitely pleaſed to hear news both of _ life, and of the place 
where you were, and when ſhe had long conſulted with Clone, what means ſhe 


ſhould uſe to give xe Grigfaion, 'and\whom, the ſhouldremploy in the bu- 
lineſs ; ar la BR Wh yHet uport ine\din veY c found fidelity e- 
nough to be truſted with a matter of that importance ; and afſoon as the Queen 


was ableto leave her bed, where her indiſpoſition kept her for ſome days, ſhe ſenc 
forme into her Cloſer, whither ſhe admitted no body but Cleone, and after having 
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« Alexander the Great! that romy grave I will preſerve the fidelity 1 have ever had 
© anto your Family, and that I will lay down my life with joy,-if your Majeſty 
© candraw any ſervice, 'or advantage from the loſle of ir, 


f by. wit mo leſſe from) you, (replyed the Queen ): and that is i# that -cbliges me to 
e chnice of © you amory all my ſervunts, to give you 'a commiſſion, not of ſo much 
NN EE dal nates, Cleone will inſtr»# you fully in it, and when you have lear- 
ned from os what I have given her charge to tell you, you ſhall know the reſt from my 
oWn month. 4 
Having faid fo, ſhereturn'd into-her Chamber,and left me with Cleve, who infor- 
med me atlarge of all thepaſſages 1 'have now relatetl to you, and added 'many par- 
ticulars of the Kings Loves, which the fear of being tedious, hath made me forbear 
to repeat;and when ſhe had made anend of inſtruQting me. That which the Queen de- 
fires of you, (continued ſhe) .is, that you ſhould go and finde out the Prince, and 
deliver him a Letter, which ſhe writes to him for her juſtification. and for the peace 
of her own conſcience, To this end you muſt go into that part of Scythia, where 
he has defeated Zopirio ;''#nd if it pleaſe the 'you meet him, you muit make 
him the recital of-rheſe things I have cold you, and repreſent unto him the Queenes 
innocenice,-in the fame manner you have heard ir. F 
When ſhe had —_—_— me my leſſon, ſhe went unto the Queen, who coming 
back with her, gave me the Letrer, which ſhe had -writren to you, and charged me to 
bee ſectet arid dihpentin'my Voiage , ſhe furniſh'd! me with: Gold arid Jewels, to 
ſupply thoſe! ies that might befatl 
ſer forward afſoon as1 could poſſibly. | 
F departed from S»{# the next morning, and having informed - my ſelf of the 
way; Ann ray more eaſfly into this part of Scythia, where we are, 
through Thraciz, and by the Boſphoryr,' then by Hyrcania, Battria, and the Mount 
Iman ;- and with this defign, being after a reaſonable long Journey arrived ar. B;- 
zaxtizes, 1 embarqued in a Veſſel that' was bound for this Countrey andgoing to 
ſerSait, there beingalready a free conimerce among thoſe people, ſince the time thar 
your ſubjeRts had pur themſelves under the dominion of the Macedonians. Being lane 
ded- at the- neareſt' Port unto this place, 1 came-ſtraighc unto this Town, andthe 
nextdayafter my arrival, 'you beganto lay ſiege unto it ;- this morning having re- 
ceiv'd new affurancesthatyou commanded the Armyin perſon, I ask'd leave of che 
Governor to come forth, ' which was eafily granted me, and by that means 1 obtain'd. 
the happineſſe to ſee you once again,” andto acquit: myſelf of the Commiſſion that 
had been given me, d e301 i 191d IBN HL 
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me; 'and-diſmiſs'd me with a command 'to 
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H E Eunuch ended his Relation on this manner, and my. Prince, who. 
had hearkned to all the latter 1 of it in a mortal agony, and had 
accompanied every word with a ſtreata of tears, having heard the 
concluſion, gave himſelf fo over.to his lamentations, that itwas-not 
M.  poflible for him ro. ſettle himſelfac all, in/4bove an hout/"In the 
beginning he had prepared himſelf for che worſt events he could appretwad:;: and 
though in Statira's _— he hadlearne nothing but what he bad ever expected, 
the aſſurance he receiv'd of his/Princeſſes innocence and repentance, xevivingallchoſe 
flames, which hisdeſpite, and an abſence of three years had almoſt ex L uſ 
plunged him into bis firſt paſſion with more violence then ever 3 and the. knowledge 
of her eng+gement and of her yertue, forbad him ever to pope for any rellef from 
her, who was no longer in a*condition t6/ tequite, 'nor perhaps ro faffe# His 
affeQion, AG afrT 30 G MIRTONRSTITLS © CO10T 002 2710 TUOVY 20 Wi 
In theſe deadly thoughts, be receiv'd her Letter which the Eunuch preſented him, 
and having open'dit trembling, he knew the Writing of that fair hand, which he 
had kifs'd with ſo much ardor, and which he defpaired ever to kiſs again while he. 
livd, he joynid his lips wp thoſe lovely charaQters, and bedewed them with ſo many 
tears, that he was almoſt Ke to have waſh'd them out, his fear made him take them 
away, and caſting his eyes upon them, after having begun with a deep t1gh, he read 
theſe words. 


Queen STAT1IRA to Prince) R.00N DAT ES, 


Bs, f Calf 90:0 1.98 935 015719 abbst 0 t19t21 : 

. [ Know not-generous Prince, how you wilt lookuporithe Lenterot this 
© Zouilty, orrather of this unfortunate creature that writes ro you, If 
V you 


- 
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*you turn away your eyes through averſion or reſentment, caſt them 
©yer upon it, through compaſſion and generoſity ; and refuſe nor 
©ro ſee theſe ſorrowtul, and theſe laſt marks of my grief, and of my 
©repentance - They are all that T now can give you, nay, I make 
© my ſelf faulty in ſtill conſerving a remembrance, which I can, ng 
© longer conſerve without a crime, and which I loſt when I could nor 
<loſe it without ingratitude, But how great ſoever that ſeverity of 
Cyertue is, which ties my affection tp a. Husband whom I love, as 
<[ ought to love him ; I think my ſelf” obliged to fatisfie a perſon, 
©by ſome proteſtations of my innocence, to whom beſides my lite, 


© my honour, and my liberty, Iowe much more, You will learn pare * 


© of it from the mouth of Tyreus ; and if you yet conſider with ſome 
* ſpark of goodneſs, the weakneſs of a woman malicoaſly abuſed, 
* and the av of rhoſe appearances that deceived me, you will have 
© more pity for my misfortune , then indignation for my change , 
© and judging of my heart by the greatneſs of your own, . you will 
<yer do me the favour to believe, that all the Empires of the Earth 
© could never haye been able ro work any thing upon me, if I had 
© thought I had ſtill had any part in you, Give credit to this truth 
< our of compaſſion, andceaſe to hate her, who lov'd you more then 
© her ſelf, while ſhe could, and behey'd ſhe- might, and who now that 
© ſhe canno longer, loves you ſtill more then ſhe ought ,; this remain- 
<der of an affe&tion which was heretofore moſt juſt, continues with me 
© rotorment me for my crime ; but if I cannot blor it out of my ſoul, 
© will keep it there only for my puniſhment, and convert it to an uſe 
© which ſhall not injure that I owe unto the husband whom the gods 
*have given me, I ſhall always remember you, as him, to whom of 
© all men living , my affe&tions were moſt lawfully due, and from 
*whom the Gods have taken them, onely becauſe they knew me un- 
*worthy of his : I will conſider you, as the proteQting Genius of our 
© Family 3 I will make prayers for your grofperity; and will begg of 
© Heaven torecompence what you have done for us, This is all I am 
*to render you, for ſo many great obligations, and it is all you cannow 
©hope for from this unhappy creature, if you ſhould yer aftord any mo- 
©*ment of your life to the remembrance of the unfortunate 


STAUTIRA. 


I know not how to expreſs into what a miſerable condition this Letter put 
poor ſad Prince , he let it fall upon his bed with a great cry, and began to ſigh with 
ſo much violence, chacl fear'd his ſotrow. wouldinſtantly have deprived him of hi 
life; he wasalong time before he was able to ſpeak one word that could be under- 
ſtood, then ofa ſudden crying our like a man beſide himſelf , *Ab ! $tatira, ( ſaid 
©be) how unſcaſonably your repentance ggmes ! Ang bow much too late are bh 
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<andeceived! Why do you 'acknowled mefor yniccerey Be yo "Y wi 'y 171 
6 acknowledge ie for youts? And'why q —_— we hire ; e bow þ Mg z 
© me withour a crime, finge you ceas'd to love mie, when without a cri I 
* hate me? Why do you kindle" thoſe flamey rin, who ney 
« extinguiſh while you live? And why do you force mie ro! 
« duty, you force your ſelfro-loye meno m —_—_—_— _ 
* Heremaineda while in this thought, then falling preſently into another, * No; no, 
« Statira , ( purſued he ) you ſhall not ger tree at ſo cheap a rate, I am not ſo eaſily to 
« be ſhaken off, nor can ſuch loſſes as I have ſuffered, be ſo lightly repaired, yoyr pray- 
«ers for my.proſperity canhot content me Me us i vaſhy elieye t pſt = 

$ 


© by making requeſtsunto the Gods for my neſs and rmy repoſe, you who are the 
© only _— chat has deſtroyel mytha fp) Noday repoſe,and who have caſt me 
© headlong from that high degree of felicity, ro which I have riſen by my ſervices, into 
* that depth of miſery, in which you would have me ſpend all the remnant of my days; 
© 25k therefore of thoſe Gods to.whom x AAA 3: dhyr chey wou!dengi- 
© hilate what is paſt, that they. would revoke your nerd Be” nd that they Srould 
treſtore you again to the condition in which you were when, yeu. orſook,me.. bold 
* the means to ſatisfie me ,' bar itce you lidpe hot fot ir, hog nor” o.mucttas defre it, 
1nd tht that affeRion yon bear Your Hushind petimits you nbr co mile wiſhes 1n 
© my favour, and to his diſadvantage , reſolver, to Tuffet thar pune ye 

© cropoſe unto your ſelf, not only a remembrance. oF H7omndater) Aota Fai amor 
© of the love you gave him heretofore , but Oroondates himſelf from whom youthave 
* not yet eſcaped  youſhall yer hear his reproaches, and perchance he yet may have + 
* the happineſs to breath-one x life th your preſence, which cannot poſſibly be bu 
* yours. 

After theſe and ſome other paſſionate Diſcoarſes full of lave and deſpair, he com- 
manded us to retire, and while ] carried che Eantich to take his teft, and that't my 
ſelf endeavoured to get as muchas my ſenſe of his msfortane would ſuffer me, he 
languiſh'd out the night in diſquiets a great deal. more inſupportable thendeath ir 
ſelf, It was no ſooner day bur he ſentro caffu?\, andaſfoonas we were alone by 
his bedſide, Araxes (faid he to me ) we muſt abroad at #n, "and ſince the Hedvens 
bave made thee unhappy in my friendſbip th thee , thou St beep my: miſery co any n- 
to the end; 1 was infinitely troubled co hear this Solution , bur beingſtedfaſt in my 
deſign of running his fortune throughout, antl never to leave his fervire while 1 had 
one moment of lite : Sir, (replyed I ) 7never will forſake Jort, and into mhat Corner 
of the world ſoever you go , Araxes will not part from you , nor will ever dye but at your 

ect, | dy 
F My Prince having tenderly embraced me at that Anfwer ; Dear friend, (fad he ) 
the Gods will give thee the recompence thy fidelity deſerves, and if by their mere) there 
happen any change in my condition, thou ſhalt have ſuch a ſhare i my fortunt, that they 
ſhalt not perhaps bewail thy youth , which tho loſeft in company of this miſerable man, 
fince therefore thou ſtill perſevereſt in thy firſt affetiun, I give 6 [ame Order for my 
departure , that 1 gave for my firſt Voyage into Perſia, 1 will bave but the ſame. Equi- 
page , and the ſame perſons that went with us, but We ſhall #t*d a Bargque to paſſe aver 
zo Byzantium, that's the way I mean to take my journey; endeavonr therefore to procure 
me one , and to ſet our buſineſſes in ſuch aforwardneſs , that we niay depart within two 
dayes. | | _ 
When! had received this command, I went inſtantly from him, and was 16 ſoon- 
er out of hispreſence, but I remembred, thatinthe Army we had a man of X2;lero- 
polis , nearly obliged unto my Prince , who might eafily accomodate us with'a Bark, 
and carry us himſelf unto Byz.antizps, where he had a great deal of Acquainitance : I 
had madea particular friendſhip with him,having " weal, Har to be a very honeſt man, 
and going immediately to ſeek him, T diſpoſed him to all I deſired; and ſent him away 
preſently to the Port of Hypuleon, to ſer the Veſſd in a readinefſe that was to carry us: 
I ſpoke nota word concerning my Maſter, bur promiſed that 1 wouldbe with him with- 
in three dayes. 
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My. Prince was oyer-zoyed at this happy ſucceſs, and by good fortune the Town we 
: "Was ſurrendred hat very day, and left almoſt.no more matter to continue the 
Watre in that Provitice,,; Orcondates being reſolv'd to. depart he next day at night, 
ſetled ſotne neceſſary Orders inthe Army , and provided bimſelf of what he thoughr 
moſt needful for his Journey ; two. hgures before. he went away , he wrote this 
Letter to Arſacomes , commanding one of his Officers to give it him after his depar- 
ture. | | 


Prince OROONDATES to AR- 
SA CO MES. 


+... 


'Y cruel deſtiny forces me ap from you , without having the time 
or means to bid you farewell; you will command the Army which 
I lezve you, and which I could not commit into better hands then yours; 
enquire not after. the cauſe of: my departure ,: nor the place of my abode; 
and let the King my Father know , 1 forſook ndt the Army he had given 
me »: while. bis Countrey had any'need of my preſence , and he of the ſer- 


vice of fy tos gal . OROONDATES. | 


We took Horſe two hours within night, and being followed only by Tyrens, Tox- 
aris and Loncates , wetrayelled the way toward Hypoleon , which is a very noted Ha- 
ven upon the Exxine-Sea; and riding by Moon-light, we arrived there by break of 
day. Wefound our Barque inthe beſtreadineſs we could have wiſh'd., andthe wind 
very right for our deſign : My Prince commended the diligence of him1 had em- 
ployed, and promiling him great recompences, went a Ship-board, then making the 
Mariners hoift Sail, we lanch'd out ſtreight roward Byzantium. 

Now, Sir , make a little reflexion upon my Maſters fortunes , call to minde the firſt 
ations of his life , remember the beginnings of his love, the marvellous continuation 
of it, and think upon the end which the Gods ſeemed to have put unto it, and from 

this conſideration draw a knowledge of the perſecution of Heaven, and of the in- 
conſtancy of Fortune : He in the 'courſe of his affeftion had fuffered all that the 
courage of man was capable to endure; and when Fortune after having taken all 
from Fm , made ſhew to promiſe him ſome ſhadow of quier, yet bur a falſe one, arid 
bought with the loſſe of his true quiet , and of all his hopes , that unſtable Goddeſs 
envied him even that appearance of repoſe whictſhe bad granted but by force, and 
took that alſo from him, which he enjoyed againſt her will. 

Behold my poor Maſter , yet once again in the wideworld, behold him more 
paſcionate then eyer, and behold him burning and flaming, evenin the mid(t of the 
waves that carried him ; his Barque though it cutthem with a wonderful ſwiftneb, 
ſeem'd too flow by half to his defires, and though the winde carried us with a {tiffe 
and favourable gale direQly toward Byzantium,yet did it not ſwell our Sails ſufficiently 
to ſatisfie the eagerneſs of hislove, nor blow impetuouſly enough to ſecond the im- 

tiency that tranſported him, he diſcovered it by a thouſand aRions contrary to 
is former moderation , and by a thouſand ſayings which rerain'd bur little of the o- 
lidity of his wonted Diſcourſe : ſometimes he ſeem'd to us reaſonably chearfull, and 
ſome glimpſe of hope which ſhin'd yer into his ſoul through the midſt of ſo many 
obſtacles , put him for a few moments into ſomething a mere pleaſing humour : he 
then revoly'd the paſſages of his Princeſſes Letter in his choughts , and calling to mind 
thoſe words wherein ſhe expreſſed the remainder of her affte&tion moſt to the life, he 

Jaid 
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laid new foundations for happineſs uponthem, and found matterts raiſe his deje&ted 
hops which had been buried ſo many years. 

Who forbids me to hope ( ſaid he ) but that this Princeſs may again take up ber affeft;- 
en, with the knowledge of my love, and of mine innocence ? but what ſhall make me doubt 
it, ſince ſh: aſſures me of it her ſelf ? does ſhe not confeſſe that ſhe loves me ſtill , and that 
ſhe Will conſerve her affettion for a puniſhment of his crime? I am certain then ſhe loves 
mie , and by conſequence 1 am moſt aſſured that I am happy, and that I am contented, fince 
tit upon her love alone that Thave ever grounded my happineſs and my contentment ;, be 
ſatisfied therefore Oroondartes, ſince thy Princeſs loves thee, and that moreover ſhe would ſee 
thee ,, for towhat other end did ſhe cauſe thee to be ſought out with ſo much care, and ſo much 
hazard of her reputation and quietneſs;, and to what intent ſhould ſhe yet Write ſo paſſic- 
nate a Letter fothee, if ſbe did not deſire to draw thee to her once again ? She loves thee 
then, and ſh: would ſee thee; comfort thy ſelf therefore, and obey hey, ſince by that conſolati- 
on and obedience, thou recovereſt all that thou haſt loft , and goeſt to live in a happier conde- 
tion then thou couldſt hope for: | 

This thought woukl keep him for ſome time reaſonable well pleaſed , but then of a 
ſudden the marriage of his Princeſs coming again into his memory, together with the 

conſideritionof her vertue, and of what ſhe owed, and would undoubtedly pay to ſuch 
a Husband as Alexander; ſhe whom he knew to be of an humor to hold herſelf tothe 
ſeverity of her duty , though to a man.much leſs conſiderable, thenſo great and ſo 
gallant a perſon, thinking alſo upon the Proteſtation which ſhe made to him of it her- 
lelf, and the aſſurances wherewith the Eunuch had confirmed it, all his hopes va- 
niſhed , and he became more ſad and melancholly then before. *Tis true ( ſaid he ) 
* Ftatira loves me, but ſhe loves me for her puniſhment, and not for my ſatisfaRtion, 
* this is but a new matter of grieffor me; ifT were ſtill hated by her, I ſhould only 
* ſuffer my own torment, but now ſeeing her languiſh in anaffeRion , which by her 
© own confeſsion muſt onely ſerve to make her unfortunate , I ſhall be anha 
* both chrough her miſeries, and through mine own, her Letter is only a mark of her 
* acknowledgement, and a duty ſhe renders to him whom ſhe had uſed foill, and 
* whom ſhe had been ſo faithfully ſerved ; ſhe had been very cruel if ſo many expreſ- 
*ſjons of my love , and the knowledge ſhe has lately had of mine innocence, had not 
*extorted from her ar leaſt as obliging words as thoſe of herLetter, it isa great deal 
*lefs then ſhe owes me after all that I have done for her , and though ſhe had ask'd 
* counſel of Alexander himſelf, he would not have taken it ill that ſhe ſhould give 
*me this ſlight ſatisfaction, ſo longas ſhe gives herſelf entirely to him. 

This laſt thought cat himdownagain fo extreamly, that as often as it came into his 
mind, he would be immoveable,and {tretch'd our upon the deck with very little appea- 
rance of life in him; then of a ſudden coming our of a deep ſtudy in which thatre- 
membrance had buried him, © Gods ( cry'd he ) perchance at this very moment while O- 
roondates weeps and fighes , Alexander is taking kiſſes from the inviting lips of my dear 
Princeſs ; and perhaps that face which I have ſo much adored , is at this wnſtant cemented 
to his, who has been the murtherer of her F ather and Mother, and the deſtroyer of hey whole 
Family , that fair body, that excellent mind, that admired All is now bis own, that glori- 
ors, that happy rival peaceably poſſeſſes bath, and diſdaining what I after ſo many ſervices 
got only now and then by ſtealth , he with authority reaps thoſe favours which my reſpet# 
ſcarce ever ſuffered me ſo much as to have a thought of, In this and ſuch like entertain- 
ments he ſpent whole dayes and nights; and having had no other employment, we en- 
tred the Haven of Byzantium , with a very favourable wind, which had continued du- 
ring all our paſſage thither. 

My Prince would not go into Byz.antiwe till it was night, andthe next day keeping 
within doors,ina by-lodgiug,which he that provided us our ſhip,had taken for him, he 
made Treas and Toxaris buy Perſian habits, with ſuch other things as were moſt ne- 
ceſſary tor our Voyage, and the morning after,wetook horfe to travel by land dire&t- 
ly to Sa/a. The way was long, and all the while we were going in it, my Prince paf- 
fed his timeonly in ſuch thoughts asthoſe that had taken him up while be was at ſea; 
and for the moſt part was inſo profound amuſe, that topleaſe him , we —_— 
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wholedayes without.internuption : afrer we had ſpent many in our Journey, and had 
encounters which I will omit becauſe they were nox of any moment, we at lat diſco. 
vered-che great Cityof S»ſa. At fight ofir my Maſter could not retain his ſighs, nor 
forbeartouceer\ ſuch words as though chey were addreſſed to things inſenſible,did noc 
the leſs feclingly expreſs the perſecution he ſuffered by his thoughts. 

Alexander and thoſe of his Court had never had burone hour to take notice of his 
face , and fince that time his three years abſence, and ihe greatneſs of his ſorrows, 
had made fuch an alterationin ir, that *rwould have been almoſt impoſlible for per- 
ſons by whom he was ſo little known, ro obſerye any features that could have diſcove- 
red him; yet would he not pur himſelf inhazard , bur as little as poſſible he could : 
and judging what caution was neceſlary for the importance of what he undertook, he 
ſtaid tall day had given place untothe night, and entring the Town when itwas dark, 


he rookalodping by Tyrexs bis direCtion, in one ofthe leaſt noted, and the leaſt fre- 


quented places, and very near the gatesofthe Ciry. There he commanded meagain 
to take the Perſonage of his Maſter , before company, and deſired Tyrexs to keep the 
Houſe for a few dayes , and not ſhew he was returned, that inthe interim he might 
watch anopportunity to diſcover himſelfunto bis Princeſs, as he intended. 

He was tormented allthe night by the moſt cruel rhoughts,thatthe ſoul can be afi- 
Red with, and conſidering Alexander: telicity , and the difference of their preſeat 
conditions, though they were both ſhut up within the compaſs of the ſame Walls: 
©55 ir poſſible (ſaid he) char that Princeſs of whom 1 was heretofore ſo much beloved, 
© ſhould. now have buried all the remembrance ot poor Oroondates, inthe embracesof 
* that happy Husband, andtbat ſhe ſhould not at leaſt interrupt his endearments , by 
* ſome figh in favour of him ? But isit poſſible poor-ſpirited Orcondares, that while 
* he hugs her in his arms, chou ſhould'ſt lye (till with chine acroſs, and let thatunjuſt 
© Uſurper poſſeſſe her quietly , who ought only to be thine, and whom thou had'ſt 
* bought with ſo much blood,” andſo many ſufferings ? No, no, Oroondates, waken 
L , to make him ſleep eternally, he muſt not live, that injurious raviſher of thy 
© happineſs, that tormentor of thy ſoul , and that irreconcileable enemy of thy repoſe ; 
© Hee's not immortal whatever Divinity he hath afeRted, and the blood thou 
* haſt already drawn from his veins , tells thee at leaſt he is notinvulnerable ; he muſt 
* dye therefore, and thou by his death muſt recover her, who cannot be thine while he 
*hath life , and who while the Gods leave thee any , cannot, nor ought not to be 
© his. Scarce had he taken this reſolution, but the remembrance of Alexandeys ver. 
tne altered it : That glorious Enemy had twice given him a life , which he might 
lawfully have deprived him of, and which the conſervation of his own obliged him 
to deſtroy : Thoſe two generous aQtions had ſo wonn his heart, thatit was nolong- 
er able to hate him , nor to have any other inclinations but thoſe of love and eſteem, 
If my intereſt ( ſaid he”) obliges me to take away his life, was he leſſe intereſſed in the loſs of 
mine , by the knowledge that I had deſigns againſt his , and by the proofs he had already 
that 1 was not an Enemy to be deſpiſed? but if I were inſenſibleof the motives of vertue 
and acknowledgement , have 1 forgot What T owe unto the Princeſſe? He is her Huſ- 
band, aud moreever ſhe loves him : I could not attempt any thing againſt his life, without 
offending hers , nor without making her an accomplice of the death of a Hucband, whn is 
moſt worthy of her and of her affettion , let us therefore preſerve our reſpelts to him fox ever, 
let us reverence What ſhe loves, and what ſbe ought to love; and if our life have already 
reach'd the term that the Gods had appointed , let us not endeavour to prolong it by the iſs of 
the moſt glorious one that ever was. 

He argued thus with himſelf in Alexanders defence, and continued a long while in 
theſe vertuous motions , but the violence of his loye begfaning againto torment him, 
drove away part of thoſe conſiderations, and the day which began to appear while he 
wasintheſe debates, found him ſillunrefolved what he ſhould do : he ſeem'd never- 
thele& ro incline alittle to revenge, and his paſſion not leaving him the free uſe of rea- 
ſon; thruſt -him whether he would or no upon thoughts, which itis moſt difficulc for 
humane nature to avoid. 

Notlong after he was up, Loxcates who had been walking abroad near _ la ro 

rought 
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brought him home word, that Queen Sratira was to take the air after dinner, alo 
che river fide, which (as you know ) runs cloſe by that Town. This news made a f 
den alteration at his hearr, and after he had muſed a long while in an uncertainty, he 
commanded three horſes to be made ready, and having dined temperately, he got on 
horſeback, raking Toxaris and me to wait upon him ; Our lodging was near one of 
the City Gates, fo that without being ſeenof many, we got our into the fields, and 
raking the way that led us toward the River, we arrived in the place whither the 
Queen was to come, but my Mafeers impatiency having made- him come abroad too 
ſoon, we ſtaid along while looking for her coming, and my Prince alighting under 
certaintrees, and giving our horſes to Toxaris, made me lie down by him upon the 
graſs, and during the time we were in this expeRation, he broke forth into the moſt 
paſſionate expreſſions that human choughtsare ablero imagin. 

Inthe end we ſaw the chariots appear, and my Prince ſtanding, waited with an 
inward ſhivering for the approach of her he adored : we were ata little diftance from 
che place where the Chariors paſſed, bur near enough to diſcern Sratira, ahd to ob- 
ſerve that the King was with her, This ſight made my Maſter tremble every joynt, 
and put him again in thoſe diſturbing conflicts that had kept him all night awake, he 
changed colour many times, and ſeeing him in ſuch a caſe asT had nevet ſeen him in 
till then, 1 apprehended the effet of ſome ſuddain and violent tefolution. After he 
had continued a good white in theſe trances, he began to bea little ſettled, when the 
Chariots made a ſtand right againſt the place where we were, Meleager mounted u 
on a wonderful handſome horſe, was talking with the King who ſate on one ſide of t 
Chariot : After ſome diſcourſe which we could not hear, Meleagey alighted, and the 
King leaping out of the Chariot, went to that gallant horſe to get upon him , the 
hork: was extream fiery and unruly ; and though two or three men held him, the King 
had very much adoe to throw himſelf into the Saddle , but affoon as he made him 
feel the ſpur; he fell a plunging and running ſo furiouſly, that the Kings ſtrength and 
$kill were both uſeleſs to govetn him, he no longer obey'd the hand nor heel, and 
having made 100 bounds, without givingthe King teafureto caſt himſelf off, nor thoſe 
that were round about to ſtop him, he tooka ful carrier toward the River, the bank 
whereof was ſomething high ; and flung himſelf headlonginto the Current. Bur Sir, 
you perhaps were preſent at this accident, and without queſtion you know part of 
thoſe things that paſſed there. Lyſimachw prefently making anſwer, I was at that 
time (ſaid he) in a condition which would nor ſuffer me to be there;and though I have 
heard part of ir, Ibeſeechyou interrupt not your diſcoutſe, ſince I am hitherto ig- 
norant , what ſhare your Prince may have inthac buſineſs, This horſe ( continued 
Araxes) having thus precipitated himſelfintothar deep and rapid ftream, went tothe 
bottom with his burthen,and within a while came up again without it: This miſchance 
did infinitely ſarpriſe the whole company, and with affrighted cryes looking what was 
become of the King, they ſaw him a lictle lower, ftrugling with the waves, whith ſom- 
times toſſing him up, and ſometimes ſwallowing him again, made moſt of thoſe thar 
were preſent deſpair of his ſafery ; you know he eould never ſwim, and that he was 
wont often to complain of the careleſsneſs of thoſerhat had had the government of 
him, becauſe they had nor made him tobe taughtin his youth; many leapt into the ri- 
ver to ſave him,'bur it was ſo impetuous, and the banks of it ſo ſteep, that *rwas im- 
poſlible for them to help him), .and two or three being drowned, took off the edg of 
all them that had yerany deſire to hazard'their own life for that of their Prince. My 
Maſter and 1 were alſo runto the rivet'(ide, alittle below the reſt ofthe company, and 
being likewiſe witneſſes of the Kings manifeſt danger,we were aſſanlred with yerydif- 
ferent thoughts: Iam aſhamed, Sir, to confeſs'my own unworthineſs ,- though the . 
perilin which I ſaw this great Prince ſtruck me-with ſome trouble' and compaſſion 
as well as the reſt , yet my Maſters intereſt inthe1oſs of a life, which was __ 
ble with his, gave me ſome touch of joy, and made me hope this accident would pur 
an end to his misfortunes : but while I was rejoycing at his happineſs, I faw him 
plunge himſelf into the water, with a maryellous ſuddennefs, dividing the waves with 
ſo much force, that in a moment he ſ\mwamunto the King, who deprived of ſenſemade 
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no longer any reſiſtancc againſt the-violence of the ſtreamthar carried him away: My 
0G BA him by che hair, and ſwimming with one hand,drew him tg > + ac 
with a wondertul ſtrength,and with ſuch difficulty char ny other man but he, would 
infalbbly have periſhed-m che attempt : I had thrown myſelf into the river after him, 
and knows his generous intention,ſeconded him as well as poſſibly ] could. Aſſoon 
as we Were gotten to the bank, my Maſter lifting up the King by the feet, made him - 
caſt upa.great deal of che water he had ſwallowed, and recover his ſenſes, but with 
ſo litcle.underſtanding, that he could not diſcern ar thing that was done in bis pre- 
ſence; Nor being ſatished with this ation, he took him jn his arms, and forgetting 
the caution he formerly tad of diſcovering himſelf, be carried him through the 
company to the Queen his wite, who more dead then alive at chis accident, did by 
her tears expreſs her true affeRion to her husband. 

My Prince laying him gently down before her, Aſadam, ( ſaid he ) receive yet on: 
ſervice more from hiws, of Whom you na langer expetted any, and by the nature of this, 
acknowledge what you owed to all theſe athers 7 have done you, The Princeſs was fo 
troubled at thefaxſt accident, that we could not judge by her countenance, whether 
the amazement we qbfery'd in it proceeded from her knowledge of my Maſter, or 
from her former fright, neither indeed had we the leiſure to learn, for riſing up in+ 
ſtantly, he went with all poſlible haſte rhrough the company that ſtood round about, 
and running to our horſes, he vaulted readily upon his, and inviting me by his ex- 
ample to do the like, we clapt ſpurs torhem, and riding away full ſpeed, loſt fight 
of the company in a moment. . | 

Lyſimachus ſtopt Araxes in this papt of his ſtory, crying out, Good gods |! is 
it poſſible that our Age ſhould haye produced fo vertuous a grams And was it 
your Prince then, to whom Alexander, was indebred for his life > Was he the man 
who vaniſh'd from eyery bodies eyes like lightning, he who was thought to have been 
miraculouſly ſent from heaven for, his preſervation, and he tro whom the King, and 
the whole court afterward offered-facrifices as to a God ? Did Oroondates, to whom 
the Kings death was'of ſo great conſequence,and fo neceſſary,and he who bur a mo- 
ment before had had ſuch excuſable deſigns againſt his life, a his own ſo viſibly 
for its conſervation? Certainly this generality has noexample, and of all the ſouls 
that ever were createg, none but only his could be capable of it. While Perdiccas, 
Meleager, Leonatus and many others which were preſent, ſuffered him to periſh with- 
out relief, he receiv'd his life from him,to whom it gave a death; and whole own could 
not be ſaved bur by his deſtrution,  Lyſpmacives holding his peace after theſe words, 
Araxes took up the thread of his Diſcourſe again, and thus went on with it, 

We. gallop'd away fo ſwiftly, that in lefs then half an hour we were gotten a- 
bove threeſcore Furlongs from Alexanger, and thoſe that accompanied him. Yet 
could we not ride, withqut much, trouble, the coldneſs of the water in a ſeaſon that 
was not very hot, had half benummed us, and our Cloaths yer full of it, were ex- 
traordinary heavy : True it is, that: they disburthen'd themſelves of a good part of 
it by the way, and.we marked our track ſufficiently, to diſcover whither we were 
gone, if, any body. had bad a minde'to follow us, but they were all ſo concerr'd in 
the Kings condition, that I believe their care-of him took them up wholly for the pre- 
ſent; we {truck our of the way, 'and rod croſs the Fields, and within an hour 
diſcovering certain Cottages, far from the great Rode, my Prince thought good wee 
—_ thither to.dry our ſelves, andipaſs the reſt of the day. When we had 
alighted, the Maſter of the, houſe, at my intreaty, - made, us a greatfire, and fitting a 
couple of ſuch beds as bis poverty allowed him, we went into them, leaving the care 
of-our horſes and of drying our clpaths.unto Toxgris While we ſtaid there, 1 
could not. retain my thoughts, \nor. forhear extolling my Prince's generoſity to his 
face, expreſſing how.mach I bad been troubled, to ſee bim oppoſe that happinebs 
himſelf, which the Gods had viſibly ſent him. But bis modeſtyfirſt cut off the 
courſe of thoſe praiſes 1, was running on wichall, and: then the greatneſs of his cov- 
rage quite, ftopr my mourh. ON RRITY 

Araxes, ( ſaid heto me) let ns mit pretend by baſe waies, to that which is net dye 
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to ſuch as are capable of baſe inclinations : if the Gods will not by other means reſtore 
what they have taken from me, let us reſolve rather to bear the | of: then recover it with 
fo much ſhame, and meanneſs of ſpirit : Alexander has no fortune, but what he has 
very well deſerv*d, and if the Gods Who have deſtined to him the Empire of the whole 
Earth, have not exempted from it what I pretended to, let us not oppoſe their wills, op 
at leaſt let us oppoſe them with more glory, and by the ſame ways, which gain'd him that 
we would diſpute for. 

* Bur, Sir, (replyed I) though you ſhould not have obſerv'd in what manner Hea. 
*ven labouredſo viſibly to your advantage, what ſhame had you received by ſuffering 
* what Meleager, Perdiccas, and divers others ſuffered without caſting themſelves into 
* the danger,whereinto you precipitated your ſelf, and what cauſe would Alexander 
© have had to complain, if his mortal enemy hag not given him that ſuccour,which he 
© found not among his chiefeſt friends ? | 

1 ſhould have been extreamly aſhamed, ( anſwered Oroondates ) if by my faults, Thad 
let periſh the greateſt of all men living, by whom ] am injured only through my own mig= 
fortune, and by Whom 1 have been obliged only through his generoſity ; beſdes, one could not 
without infamy have avoided the danger there was in helping him, nor without inhuma- 
nity could have refuſed my Princeſſes tears the ſafety of a Husband whom ſhe loves, 
and whom ſhe ought to love. . Though Alexander had had nocauſe to complain of me, [ 
ſhould have had a great deal to complain of my ſelf, and being my own ſatisfattionis 
dearer to me then his, the reproach I might have usd unto my ſelf, ( for having fail 'dto 
dre a noble ation, either through fear of danger, or conſideration of intereſt) would have 
been much more ſenſible to me; then that I could have yeceiv'd from him, of Whom I nei- 
ther pretend to thanks, nor recompences. 

Wih this and other ſuch diſcourſe, we ſpent the time till our Cloaths were dry, 
and when the night was near, we got our ſelyes ready, and taking horſe again not 
long after Sun-fer, we made our Hoſt bring us into the great Highway, andas it 
grew late rode {traight to Sſa, where we arriv'd within little more then an hour. 
The G:res of the Town did notuſe to be ſhut, and in ſpite of the darkneſs we found 
our lodging, where we alighted. Afſoon as my Prince was in his Chamber, * the im. 
patience of ſeeing his Princeſs, ſet him uponthe rack more then ever, and being re- 
foly'd td execute whar he had forethought, he calld 7yrexs ty make uſe of him in 
that occaſion, His ſo long abode with Darixs had gotten him a great number of 
friends, who at that time held the ſame place near Alexander, which they had enjoy- 
edduring the life ot the deceaſed King ; He was moſt aſſured of Prince Oxiaytes his 
friendſhip, that of Artabaſus was not unknown to him,- neither did he doubt of 
Mazeus, Oxidates, Bagoas, and many others, to whom he beliey'd he mighr 
with ſafety commit his perſon, and the ſecrecy of his affairs. Among the Ladies alfo he 
knew divers, to whom he would have made no difficulty to tfuſt himſelf : the Prin, 
ceſs Pariſatis, andeven Queen Syſigambs, had expreſſed roo much affeRtionto leave 
him any ſuſpition of their good wills. Apamia and Arſimve then Wives to Prolome 
and Exmenes, the daughter of King Occhms, and the daughters of Mentor, - had 
appeared too affeRionate to his intereſts,to make him fear any alteration in them.But 
amongſt all rheſe, he thought the fair and vertuous Barſa was ſheinwhom he 
might have the greateſt confidence, and from whom he mighe hope for the beft af 
iſtance, and when he call'd to-minde the modeſt friendſhip, -whereof ſhe had gi. 
ven him ſo many proofs, and the report Tyreas bad made him of het perfeyerance in 
taking his part in the deepeſt of his diſgrace, he judg'd he cogie not to diſcover him- 
ſelf to any other, andthat he ought to give over the care of the remainder of his 
life to her alone. - | ; | 

Having taken this reſolution, he would not defer the executing of ir, and for 
that purpoſe going out of onr lodging, accompanied only by-Tyrexs, atnd my. ſelf, 
he went unto Bay{ina's, being guided by Tyrews, who knew the firecy and turnings 
of Syſa very perfeQly, and who had been oftenſent by the Queen his Miſtreſs unto 

houſe. Tyres having made himſelf known to the Porter, brought us in, and by 
the help ofthe Candles that were upon the ſtairs, conduRted us into a private = 
| X Barlmns 
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Barna having ſupp'd, was retired into her Chamber,where by good fortune ſhe was 
at {on time without other company ſave one of her waiting women, T7 yrex who 
knew the houſe, and was known by every body in it, went up to her without dic- 
culty ; but no ſooner did Zarſina ſee bim, when ſurpriſed ar his arrival, ſhe ran to 
him.to enquire after the ſucceſs of his Voiage. After ſhe had welcomed him, andre- 
ceived him very civilly, O Tyrews, ( faid ſhe, ſpeaking reaſonable ſoftly ) what new; 
do you bring #s ? ©None bad, Madam, ( anſwered he) but ] have left rwo men be. 
© [ow in the Hall,who will tell you more certainly what I bring you, if you pleaſe to :d- 
© mit them to ſpeak to you in private. 

Barna without informing her ſelf any farther, either of their names or condition, 
entred into her Cloſer, and once again bidding 7yr:#s welcome, ſhe prayed him to 
ferch thoſe perſons from whom ſhe expected very pleaſing news. Tyrexs came back 
to us, and telling my Prince how Bar/ina had received him, led us through a Gallery 
to a door that went into her Cloſer. Ir was preſently open'd to us, and my Prince 
finding Bar/ina there alone, judg'd by her umpatiency of the truth of her friendly 
affetion. Aſſoon as ever we appear'd, ſhe aroſe from her ſear, and came toward us 
with much civility, but ſcarce bad ſhe caſt her eyes upon my Maſters face, when in 
ſpite of the change which ſome years had made in it, the knew him by the light of 
many tapors which made the place as bright as day : Art firſt ſhe was amazed, and 
by her filence teſtified the contuſion ſhe was in, but within a while after, recovering 


her aſtoniſhment, ſhe could not forbear caſting her armabour gay Princes neck, and + 


embracing him with ſuch kindneſsas diſcovered the freedome of her;friendſhip to him 


more then ever : Good gods, Sir, ( faidſhe )) is it you, and are we yet indebted to 


Jour love, for a happineſs we never expetted again, and which we had no reaſon in the 
World to hope for * Has not then the ingratitude you have found amingſt us, and the loſs 
of what you had ſs gloriouſly acquired, kept you from coming again into a Country, Where 
you have ſuffered ſo much, and where you have gained ſo little ? Doe you come, ( cot 
tinued ſhe with tears, which grief andjoy ſhared equally berween them ) do you come 
to ſee her in the arms of another, whom ſo many ſervices, and ſo many gallant aitions in 
favour both of her, and of us all made ſo lawfully yours, and whom your common misfur- 
runerather then the fault of either of yow, has unjuſtly robb'd you of ? 

This thought touch'd them both ſo ſenſibly, that it was impoſſible for Zar/ma to ſay 
more, azid for my Prince to anſwer ber otherwiſe, then by a ſtream of tears, which he 
pour'd forth out of intereſt,to ſecond thoſe which ſhe ſhed our of charity;but when he 
was a little ſettled, and that having return'd her kindneſles in filence, he was ſer down 
by her, he look'd upon her a while with an eye able to make her die with piry, and 
then taking ber hands, which he preſs'd with tranſports of grief, and tendernek,, 
* Madam, (faid he ) behold this caſtaway of Heavens anger is return'd, this miſerable 
*baniſh'd man, or rather this faithlefs,this unworthy man, whom you have oftentimg 
* condemn'd your ſelf unto the torments he has felt ; behold him more ardent, and 
© more paſſionate then ever,and as if his paſſion receiv'd increaſe from his misfortunes 
© as they grew up, and reach'd to the greateſt hight they could atrain to, fo ft like- 
* wiſe did it re-double, and mountunto the higheft pitchto which there was a poſl 
* bility tor it to riſe. Ireturn, Madam, bur Iretnrn to die in your preſence, or to re- 
* ceivethataſſiſtance from your goodneſs, which youhave been always pleas'd to 2ford 
* me; youhelped me charitably in my proſperity, and forſook me not in my adver- 
* fity, you allo are the only perſon to whom I now have recourſe, and from whom I 
© cometo beg ſome relief, and ſome conſolation in the ſmall remnant of my lite; 
*do not refuſe, ſweet Madam, to take this unfortunate man -under your proceRion, 
*and todo ſomething forthe conſervation of a life, which he no longer hopes tor 
* but from you, I require from your friendſhip, no proofs chat may_be prejudicial 
*eicher to your yertue, or to what you oweto Alexanders perfon, or condition: 
©the inclinations Ihave, and have ever had to you, are full of too much reſpeR, 
*and thoſe 1 have had unto the Queen aretoo noble, and coo pure, to change cheir 
*nature now; I have not with my hopes, loſt my remembrance of what is due to 
*ber,and royour ſelf, and all the fayour Ilook for from:;you, and which 1 beg of 
- YOu, 
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* you, by that pity which your tears expreſs to me, is nothing but to ſee, and ro dif- 
* courſe with my Princeſs, which you may eaſily procure me without danger to her, or 
*to your ſelf. If I may but yertell her upon my knees, that I am, and have been al- 
* wayes conftant , and thatI was never faithleſs, I ſhall then dye fatisfied, and nolon- 
* ger envy Alexanders happineſs, but confeſs my ſelf obliged to you alone, for fo forty. 
* nate a concluſion of my life. 

My Prince brought forth theſe words, and ſome others which he accompanied 
with ſo many ſighs, that Bar{ia's heart being rouch'd with grief and compaſſion, ſhe 
was not able ro anſwer him, and when ſhe had a little recovered her countenance, and 
wiped away the tears, that had bathed both her cheeks and neck , ſhereplyed witha 

t deal of trouble, * Sir, the Gods are my witneſſes, that I was not much more 
* deeply grieved for the loſs of my dear Memon , then I am for your afflictions , and 
* that fred which brought me ſo near my grave, had bur little adyantage over that 
<[ ſuffer for your misfortunes; Yes, Sir, I proteſt ro you, by the memory of that dear 
* Husband , I would willingly reſtore you part of your contentment, with part of 
*my life, and ſhould be ſo far from conſidering Alexanders intereſts, that 1 would not 
* ar all conſider mine own, to ſettle you agiin in that happineſs , which was ſo law- 
* fully your due., and which you ſo unjuſtly and unfortunately loſt ; Iam coo much 
*concern'd in your affairs,” to have laid alidethe remembrance ofthem , and your 
*yerrue has too powerfully won me , to leave you any belief, thac I can receive the 
* occaſions of —— you, otherwiſe then as my greateſt bleſlings. Make not uſe 
er conjuration, to oblige me to do for you, all that ſo vertuousa 
*Prince can ever deſire ; I will labour for your ſatisfation wich much eagerneſs and 
* fidelity, and perhaps with more ſucceſs then you expeRed, require the reſt from your 
* own courage , ler it ſupply my weakneſs, and the Queens want of power, and find 
*in it a love wherewithal to ſatisfie a noble and generous ſoul like yours, perchance 
*the Gods will make ſome alteration in yourfortune , this day wanted but little of 
* being che happyelt you ever faw , and he who is now the obſtacle of your joyes , is 
*commonly expoſed to ſo many dangers , that it is not likely that hindrance can con- 
*rinne long. This ſight you defire of me thall not be hard to be obtain'd ; I have 
*thar good fortune , that the Queen inall the accidents of her life has honoured me 
*with her firſt affe&i@s . and1yet have hopes that the endeavours thar I ſhall uſe in 
*itwill not be unpleaſing to her. | 

My Prince not being able to ſuffer her to ſay more, caſt himſelf down before her, 
andembracing her knees with raptures full of affeRion, {aid all chat his acknowledge- 
ment of ſo great an obligation would put into his mouth, and made Proteſtations to 
her, which might have been thought due. only to Statira. Barfina having rais'd him 
up with much reſpe& and ſhame, to ſee a'perſon of ſo highquality in that poſture, re- 
newed her promiſes to him, and having given him encouragement to hope much from 
her affiſtance, and made him abate ſomething of the violence of his grief , ſhe began 
to enquire aftet the p3ſſages of his life, for thoſe years he had ſpent lince he went from 
Perha. | 
the Prince was willing to content her , andto that end, related ſuccin&ly all that 
had befallen himin $cythia, andthe moſt imporrane particulars ſhe was ignorant of; 
bur when ar the' concluſion ſhe learn'd that it was bt who had fay'd 4lexander that 
afternoon , ſhe was ſo ſeiz'd with admiration, that ſhe could not forbear exprefiing 
by exclamations full of wonder and amazement. O Gods ! Sir, ( cryed ſhe) bave 
fon then taken fo painſul a Voyage by Seaand Land , to give that enemy bis life, who 
gives you your death , and did you fa viſibly expoſe your own, to preſerve one that is (of#- 
tal to you? O miracle of vertue and generoſity! there was. no _otaer aition remain 
ing but this alme', to crown all thoſe gallant ones you had done before +, if youhad come 
ts Sufa but one day later then you did, or that-you had been but alittle leſs genevons then 
Jou are, you would now perchance have been the happye(# of all men biving ,. but great 
Prince , hope from fo many marvellous events, for. an advantageous ſucceſs untg your 

11 but foee muſt be one 
day yours , and the gods were very unjuſt , if ſugreat awvertue ſhould wt in the oy con 
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ſtrain Jorome to yield it the vittory, Aﬀtertheſe , and ſome other ſayings; which her 
aſtoniſhment produced, ſhe in exchange of his recical, gave him ſome account of the 
life, which the Queen and ſhe had led during his abſence, ſhe inlarged her ſelf a lictle, 
upon ſuch matters as he had not learn'd from Tyrexs, and ended with thoſe that hap. 
pen'd fince that Eunuchs departure, | 

My Prince informed himſelf curiouſly how ſhe ſtood affeted ro himat that preſenr, 
and heard that her inclinations to him werelittle different from thoſe ſhe had exprel- 
ſed inher Letter, and that knowing herſelf obliged to love her Husband, ſhe endea- 
voured by all marner of ways to bury the remembrance of my Prince; not that ſhe 
has any hope (added Barſina) to effe& it , but her vertue is ſo perfe&, and the proofs 
ſhe receives of the Kings affeRion are ſo great, that ſhe makes incredible atrempts, to 
root thoſe thoughts our of her heart , which are hardly conſiſtent with the love to 
which ſhe believes herſelf engaged, dut how ſtrong ſoever her reſolution to that pur. 
poſe is, we ſcarce can paſs one day without ſpeaking of you, and no ſooner has thac 
mention awaken'd you in her memory, but her Soul is ſo aMlicted, char the perplexity 
I ſee her in at thoſe times, has made me often reſolve to avoid all occaſions of dil. 
courſe. © And for Roxana, (ſaid my Prince) how is ſhe employed row ? * In bewalling 
* herſelf ( anſwered Barſina ) for the little affeRion the King expreſſes to her, having 
* siven himſelf ſo wholly to the merits.of Sratira, that he ſeldome ſo much as beltows 
*a viſit on that other Queen, ſhe is fallen into ſucha jealouſe, and vexation at it, that 
© ſhe is not to be comforted , and they were ſaying to day at my Fathers, that not be- 
*ing able toendure the Kings viſible negleR of her, and his extraordinary fondneſs 
: of Statira, ſhe is reſoly'd to go away within a few days,to paſs over her ill humour at 
© Babylon; the loſſe of her company will be bur little lamented by any of us, and we 
© have all conceived ſuch an averſion againſt her,chat we wait impatiently for the hour 
* of herdeparture, » 

Ah the wicked Creature \ cryed my Prince , and makinga ſtop at thoſe words, gave 
ear to the reſt of the news Barſina was telling him. It was grown very late while 
they entertain'd one another on this faſhion, and Oroondares not to incommode Bar 
fina any longer , would have retired unto his Lodging , but ſhe would not ſuffer him 
to go from her Houſe , and commanging that ſome Chambers alittle out of the way, 
ſhould be: made ready for Tyrexs and thoſe that were with , ſhe caus'dusto be 
conduRted to them, not accompanyingmy Prince herſelf, for tear thoſe honors ſhould 
diſcover ſomething of his quality. She bad him not good night;, till ſhe had promi- 
ſed him, that he ſhould ſee the Queen the next day, and makingus paſs for 7 yreas 
his friends or ſervants, rook away all the ſuſpition her people might = had of my 
Maſter. Ask me not how he pad thereſt of that night, inthe expeRationof an 
happineſs he had been incouraged to hope for, the day appear'd before he could cloſe 
his eyes, and ſcarce could the length of his former watchings cauſe him to take a little 
reſt in the morning : It wasreaſonable late when he awaked, and was not yet got- 
ten up, when Barſina ſent to know if Tyrexs were ready, we knew very wellic 
was my Prince whom ſhe enquired after , and _ went into her Chamber to give 
her the good morrow from-him, where hetold her how he had paſs'd the night: Af 
ſoon as ſhe was dreſs'd , and that ſhe knew my Maſter was ſo too, ſhe came into his 
Chamber , beingatrended only by a Waiting woman, whoſe fidelity was well knows 
to her, and with whom 1 had formerly made a friendſhip, -When ſhe had bidden 
him good morrow, and us'd him with all the modeſt kindneſs ſhe could invent, ſheled 
him througha Gallery into the Cloſet, where they had converſed the night befor, 
and after ſome Diſcourſe, whoſe lengrh hinders me from repeating it; ſhe ——_— 


the Table ſhould be ſerved in her Cloſet, where ſhe dined with my Maſter,not admit- 


ting any body but the Woman , and ſome Servants who could not know us; yet bow 
ſoeverſhe before them gave the chief honors to Tyres , to keep Oroondates the more 
from being diſcovered, Afſſoon as we had dined, and that ſhe beliey'd the Queen was 
riſen from the Table , ſhe gave' order to have her Chariot made ready to go tothe 
Pahee,* but before that was done, they brought her word that Queen Sratira was 
coming to viſit her, asſhe often did, and chat ſhe was already ar eG ; _—_ 
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peRed a good fortune , . made my Prince's heart leap for joy, and tremble with ap” 
rehenſion - It is hard for me to expreſsrhis inward motions to you , but it is rue, 
that he was ſo beſides himſelf , that in his whole life time I had never ſeen him in ſuch 
a condition, In the mean ume ZBarſina having given him charge to ſtay inthe Clo- 
ſer, ſhut the door, and ran down to meet the Queen, ſhe found her at the bottom of 
the ſtairs , and having receiv'd her asſhe was wont to do, ſhe help'd her by thearm in 
her coming up, and waited upon her in her Chamber, The Queen who made that 
viſic , to diſcourſe with her inprivate, bad all choſe that came with her, to ſtay inthe 
OQut-chamber , and raking only Clone in with her, commanded her to ſhur the door; 
that of the Cloſer was a little open , and my Prince coming gently to it, faw her enter, 
but ſo charming, and ſo raviſhingly beautitul , that he was1ike to loſe his ſences in the 
extafie, which he was ſtruck into by the ſight of her. - Good Gods! how will it be 
lible for me to repreſent this encounter to you , and to-make you comprehend the | 
agitations of his minde, and the tranſports unto which his ſoul waselevated : heat 
firſt became as cold as marble, but afterwards thar Ice giving place to the Fire which 
was more efſential ro him , he appeared more ardent and inflamed thenever, yer not 
without quaking and trembling in ſuch manner , that he had ſcarce ſtrength enough 
to ſtand upon his leggs. 

Inthis interim the Queen was ſet down,and making Barſina ſit by herher face chan- 
ged color divers rimes,and in all her aQtions ſhe ſeem'd ſorroubled,and prepoſſeſs'd ci- 
cher with ſome new thought, or ſome new accident, that it was a long time before ſhe 
wzs able co ſpeak , after ſhe had continued a while in this perplexity, which put Bar 
na into ſome diſquiets, Dear Barſina (faid ſhe ar laſt) 7 ans the moſt confounded « any 
Woman living , and tis the confuſion I am in which makes me run to you, as to her is 
whom of all the world I finde the greateſt conſolation, the accident that has happened to 
me, will without doubt ſurpriſe you , and 1 aſſure my ſelf that you will partake in my joy, or 
in my grief, or in them both together. 

She made a ſtop at theſe words, and ſeeing that Bayfina hearkened to her atten- 
tively , and bythe alterations of her countenance witneſfed-how deep an intereſt ſhe 
rook in all things that concern'd her fortune, ſhe went on'thus : K now that the ſame 
accident , Which had like yeſterday to have made me loſe my Huaband, made me recover O- 
roondates, but I] ongy recovered him to loſe him again; and the ſame moment that pre-= 
ſented him to my ſight, robb'd me alſoof him fer ever , 7 ſaw him With theſe eyes, hins 
that is in the world for nothing elſe bat the ſafety of all that have relation to me';" and the 


ferrow I was in at that time , bindred me not from knowing the air of his face, from diſcern- 


ing the tone of his voce, nor from underſtanding the ſence of his words, *T was in his arms 
1 ſaw my husband cold,and in a trance,and twas from him that I recetved him, as a preſent 
he made me of a good which { had loſt. *T pas be himſelf, (my dear Barſina) or if *twere 
mot his body. ( 45 the ſuddenneſs wherewith be vaniſhed fromour fight makgs me to fear ) 
"tas atleaſt the Gheſt of him who having been created onely for me and mine , came ont of 
the Elizian Fields juſt. at: ſo fatal a minmee ; tv preſerve all that 7 had yet left. ta loſe ; my 
tears drew him thit her without doubt , and ſtifling in him the conſideration of his ovon inte- 
reſts moved\ bim tothe conſervation of that perſon which ruined him. Alas, (continued 
ſhe,breaking forth intotears,and'ilerting Lerhead fink gently upon ZBar/ind's ſhoulder) 
Alas , dear Oroondates, .avd tos dear for my quiet , and too dear for my duty. Whether 
it be that thou ſtill laveſt me alive,, 'or that thy ſoul diveſted of its body , dath-fill preſerve 
its firſt inclinations to me ;, - why doeſt thou retyrn nov , beth to diſturb my quiet., and to af- 
fail my duty ? If my quiet was dear to thee ,, my duty alſounght tobe confederable;, nor 
canſt thow trouble the one .,. mithaut arming:thy ſelf againſt the other, with thoſe ſame arms, 
againſt which 1 never could defend my ſelf.” | | 
Her fobsincerrupred the progreſs of theſewords,and Barſina taking her in her arms, 
and mixing her tears with hers, © Madam, (faid ſhe) comfort your ſelf, ſince you have 
* no new cauſeof affliction, and tharif your ſoul be yet capable of any joy; you have 
*lefs matter of griefthen conſolation. Orwndatesis living without queſtion, and you 
* bave re Fenn d aſervice from him., which a ſpirit without a body could not pof- 
* fibly reader you, 1 0D 
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Ah 1 dear Barſiga , replyed che Queen , with a deep ſigh d rawn from the bottome 
of ber heart) if he be drad, it is 1mpoſſible I ſhould live, but if he be alive and near 
1s, what do you thinkovill become of me ? bow ſhall I receive him whom I have #s'd ſo ill, 
and how ſhall I wſe my ſelf if I receive him otherwiſe then as being the Wife of Alexander ? 
Shall I banife him once again , him to whom 1 am engaged, by ſo mnch affettion, by ſo 

| Gathes, and by ſo freſn Obligations ,, and if 1 cannot baniſh him , how ſhall I ſee 
hins > how fad I (wffer him, whom I can neither ſee mor ſuffer without martally ffend- 
ing wy Huaband, avd mortally offeuding wy ſelf ? bow ſhall 1 love hins without blame, 
whom I neither ca nor wild hate ; end how ſtall I hate him without blame , whom I nei- 
ther ought wor can {ove ? do but ſee Barſina , the miſery of my condition , I can- 
not conſent ta Oroondates-his death, nor can 7 conſent to fee him yet alive , I muſt 
therefure dye my ſelf , by that means my grief will be ſatisfied , and my duty will remain 
wnblemiſbed ; I fall acquit my ſelf to Oroondartes, ado Alexander, of what 7 owe to 
both, - aud ſpall likewife pay what 1 awe to my duty, and to my affettion. She would 
perchapce have faid more, if my Prince quite befides himſelf, and in the condicion 

u may imagine this diſcourſe bad put him, could have had patience longer, and if he 

ad not thrutt open the Cloſet door , running to her with ſo much ardency and ſud- 
denneſs, that he wasat her feet, almoſt before ſhe perceived he was in the Chamber, 

Judpe Sir , in what caſe that poor Princeſs wasar the _ of him , ſhe firſt gave a 
great:flreek , and then letting erſelf faltinro the arms of Barna and Cleome , who 
made haſt to hold ber up, ſhe remained with folictle fence or motion, that ſhe ſeem'd 
rather to. bedead thanabye. Tyrexwsand I came in atthe ſametime, and were wit- 
neſfes ofthe moſt moving ſpeRacie we had ever ſeen, and certainly there is no heart in 
the world ſo barbarous, that would not have been rouch'd with compaſſion. My poor 
Maſter lay proſirate before the Queen , and kifs'd her feet with rapturesable to have 
carried forth bis ſoul along with them , and the Queen looking upon him in that po. 
ſture with a dying eye, had neither aſſurance enough to ſpeak to him, ſtrength eno 

to raife him up, norasIchink, underſtanding enough r6know what he did; the whole 
room was ina profound ſilence,and Burſina intentive upon their aRion,ſeem'd as much 
aſtoniſh'd as they themſelves , and made no attempt to-draw them out of the conditi- 
on they were in. 

My Maſter open'd his mouth to ſpeak three ſeveral times gand as often his ſighes 
and ſobs ſtrangled his words e're he could get them out , but in the end recalling his 
great courage A little , in that neceſſity he had of ic , he ſtrugled fo with his paſtion, 
that he ar laſt brought forth theſe words in reply to thoſe laſt bis Princeſs had ſpoken. 
*Frouble not your felf any longer Madam, to think what ſhould become of you, 
© nor tO frank what reſohution you ſhould take , for the intereſt of your duty and 
* for the eſtabliſhment of your quiet; he who by your ownconfeffion, came into the 
* world for nv other end but merely to ferve you, and to pleaſe you , returns notto 
* you now to- trouble a-quiet which-muſt needs be dear , nor toaſſaila duty which is 
* conſiderable to you; neither come to —_— you, or tochallenge you of your 
« word which you have broken, andwhich you are now no longer in a condition to 
* keep, your own heart, and-your own Conference ſpeak enough to you for me, and [ 
«have docking to recall -into. your- memory whiehbotkt of them have noe often re- 
© preſented rot, I return only, Madam, to fee you onee again, the perfor for whom 
* only have lived; to favethe life of a Husband who is dearto you, and who ought 
*ro- beſo for the conſiderarion of his verene'; and to yield up a life at your Ret, which 
* thave kepronly for your fake, and which 1 will keep no longer, ſince you have now 
\ drawa-ſtom it ali the ſeeviceitisablero.doyou, fince itis prejudicial toyour quiet, 
*and to your duty , and ſince it is not pleaſing enough to grye me any defire to pro- 
© long -ir. ' Behold the reaſons, Madam, that me iither, but how ſpecious fo- 
© ever they-may ſeem, they ſhould not have recall'd mefrom thar baniſhmenr to which 
you hd';condemn'd me; if youtadnotrevoR'dityour elf}; and if Fhad not learn'd 
*eharmine innocence was not-unknownto you , and that? Why, 
*byc in having rais'd my thoughts wo « hagineſſe, "which Atex ander alone con! 

* awfully aſpire to ; the Gods have granted him a fortune , which ws Bibi oa 
* but 
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* bar him, and have givenyou him fora husband, who of all men livingis leaſt unwo!- 
«thy to poſſeſſe you ; let him live without any fear of lofing,what cannot worthily be 
© hut his; and do you live without any remembrance of the oaths which you have vio- 
* lated. Iquickly will deliver him from the apprehenſion of a riyal as fearleſ as him-. 
*ſelf, and you from a remorſehat may trouble the calm of thoſe delights you ought 
*ro enjoy. ; 

The « Prince would have faid more, but the Queen, who during his diſcourſe 
had rais'd her ſelf a little out of the aſtoniſhment in which ſhe ſeen'd to have been bu- 
ried, hearken'd to his words with conflicts, which i were impoſfible to repreſent, and 
look'd upon him with eyes,which chough drowned themſelves, made him live and die 
a thouſand times in a moment, then it was that love and duty renewed their diſpute 
afreſh, andthat both of them diſtracted the minde of that poor Princeſſe with incre- 
dible vehemence. But in the end though duty got the upper hand, yet was it not able 
to hinder love from giving ſuch expreſfions,as it could not have forbidden withour in. 
humanity : and that tair Queenafter ſhe had long enough conteſted it, let her ſelf 
fink atlait upon my Prince, and caſting her arm about his neck, joyn'd her face to his 
with ſuch a tranſported ardency, that both of them were like to have yielded up their 
ſouls, one by the ſweetneſle of chat reception, and the other by the violence of that 
ſweetnefſe, The mixture and force of their different paſſions, had put the n 
ſo beſides her (elf, that ſhe appeared inſeperable from my Prince, and ſeem'd _— 
forgotten her ſelf in his arms ; and my Maſter who could not die more ha ily, nor 
more gloriouſly then in hers, begg'd of the Gods either to prolong his blik or to fi- 
niſh his days in that condition : The Queenin that aRion had not the ſtrength to 
bring forth one word, but the name of Oyoondares only, which ſhe repeated twice or 
thrice, with ſo much tenderneſs and affeRtion , that ſhe expreſſed her mea ning there- 
by more eloquently, thenſhe could have done by all the words which the eſtate ſhe 
was in at thac preſent, could have putinto her mouth, In the end ſhe withdrew her 
ſelf from her kindneſle, and fitting down again upon the bed fide, where ſhe ſate be- 
fore, ſhe ſeem'd extreamly out of countenance for an ation that had fo viſibly teſti- 
fied her want of power over her paſſions, and put her handkerchiefup ro her face to 
cover the bluſhes which died it, and to wipe away the tears which ran down her 
face, 

When ſhe had a litrl# recovered her ſelf, ſhe looked a while upon my Prince with 
aneye, which dying as it was, com manded him to live, and then with much adoe for- 
ced out theſe words, though they were ſo interrupted with her ſighs that they were 
hardly to be nnderſtood. what teſtimonies ſoever you have newly veceived of the af- 
feltion I ſtill bear you, I know not ( Prince Oroondates ) which way [can carry my ſelf 
toward you now ; If 1confider my preſent condition, and what I owe to my lawful huſ- 
band, and to mine own honour, I can neither ſpeak to you, hear you, nor ſee you ; but if 1 
remember what is paſt, and r<call him into my memory, who was my dear Orontes, who 
was my life, who was my all, "tis not by ſpeaks to you, by hearing you, or ſeeing youns 
nor by giving you my heart, my ſoul, and the little life I have yet remaining, that I can 
ſatisfie the leaſt part of my obligations to you * What Will you therefore have me do, and to 
what do you deſtine this unhappy creature, Wha had deſtined her ſelf to you alone, and who 
had never been but yours, if the Gods and her own misfortune rather then yours, had nat 
diſpoſed of her to another ? I know all you can ſay againſt me and all I can alledge for my 
Tuſtification, but you are too _ to confound a wretched woman With your reproaches, 
and I an; both too guilty, and too much obliged to you, to go about to clear my ſelf of & fat 
which I cannot repair, and for which I ſuffer at leaſt as much as yos.. It is true, moſt ne« 
ble, and meſt faithful Oroondates, I onght to have been yours by all manner of rights and 
by all manner of reaſons, and you ought to have been mine, by that ardent and pure affeiti- 
on Which I really bore you';, bat you ſee the heavens had otherwiſe ordain'd, and the ſincerity 
of ony love, has not been able to defend us from ths anger of the Gods, nor from the malice 
of oney enemies. Now my dear Oroondates,(7 ſay my dear Oroondates, fince'in:/pite of all 
the reaſons that can forbid me, you are ſtill, and to my grave ſnall alWpays be dear to me.) 
ſince by that cruel decree which has ſeparated #s for ever, 1 anz able now to 4» nahing for 
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Jou, what do you require of me ? you know my want of power, my reputation I am ſure is 
dear to you, and that vertue Which made you yeſterday run into the jawes of death, to reſcue 
him from thence, who has ſent you thither, puts me in ſafety from all thoſe thoughts that 
might offend it. By what means then can I preſerve unto my Lord, that which can be 
PT) | 5 his,and ſatisfie part of thoſe deep ingagements you have laid upon me ? O Gods 
(continued ſhe, lifting up her hands and eyes to heaven) Gods who have powred down all 
Jour cruelties upon the Royal houſe of Perfia,, why did you not bury me in the ruins of it, 
and why aim' d you not all thoſe darts of vengeance at me alone, which were the drſtruttion 
of poor Darius, and which rob'd us of our dear Artaxerxes. 
Her tears which overflowed moſt violently, would not ſuffer her to go on, and I 
muſt confeſs ro you Sir, that Barſina, Cleone, Tyrens, and I, kept her ſuch faichful 


company inthat employment, that we were incapable of giving her any conſolation. - 


My proor Prince who had not ſtirr*d off from his knees, and who ſtill embraced hers 
with raptures of affeRion which cannot be expreſſed, nor ſcarce imagined, received 
ſome comfort indeed by finding that her love was not extinguiſhed, but he was ſo ſen- 
ſible of the grief in which he ſaw her overwhelmed, that his own thereby was unſpea- 
kably redoubled, He nevertheleſs drew ſome relief from his great courage, and uſing 
infinite violence upon himſelfto ſettle his paſſion ſo far that he might beable ro ſpeak, 
* Ceaſe Madam ( faid he) ro give mea double death, my grief is ftrongenough alone 
* to ſend me to my grave without the help of yours, nor ought you to be longer in 
* pain which way to ſatisfie me, ſince the tears you ſhed for this miſerable man, have 
© but too fully requited all he ever did for you : weep no longer for a misfortune, in 
* which your charity _— you be concern'd, Ialone ought to bewail ir,ſince it 
* belongs tome alone : the Gods could not more equally match the moſt perfe& of all 
* women, then with the greateſt af all men, and you ought not to murmure for what 
* they have done againſt me, fince for you they have done all that in reaſon you could 
; with, Poſleſſe without diſquiet, and without ſadneſs the Empire they have reſtored 
© yon,enjoy the tranquility wherein they have re-eſtabliſhed you,and never diſturbe it 
* with the remembrance of this unhappy wretch,whom you have juſtly abandoned,and 
* who will quickly abandon himſelf to the laſt, and moſt aſſured of all remedies. Theſe 
words were ſo ſharp unto the Queen, that it was impoſſible for her to ſuffer them 
longer without interruption, 

Cruel Oroondates ( ſaid ſhe looking ſidewiſe upon him ) yo# ſhould rather keep your 
ſelf to the juſtice of your cauſe, then make your ſelf faulty by reproaching me with ſo much 
inhumanity : reproach me with your ſervices if you will, reproach me with the falſeneſſe 
of my oaths, and the violation of my faith Which I had given you, and I will confeſs all 
without reply, for though I be innocent in my intention, 1 am too guilty in the effetts, ever 
 topretend to juſtifie my ſelf, but reproach me nomore with a baſeneſſe which I never was 
capable of, I have ſhun'd Empire too much, ever to give occaſion to have it believ'd that I 
found any ſweetneſs init, and the repugnance T have ſhewed againſt that I now enjoy, has 
given cauſe enough to have it thought T eſtabliſhed not my happineſs in that, I am indeed 
more happy then Tought te have hoped, in the poſſeſſion, and in the love of a Prince Wor« 
thy of a better fortune ; but Tnever found any felicity in that wherein you eſtabliſh it fot 
me, and tis only the conſideration of my duty thas has made me taſte any ſweetneſs, where 
”) inclination made me to feel a bitterneſs : = are not therefore unfortunate alone, nei- 
ther ſhall you run to death alone, if all ſuch as are ſo muſt run thither ,, 1 do not love that 
E mpire and that tranquility you reproach me with ſo well, but that I'll keep you faithfull 
company, and if it be thereby that you deſire proofs of my affettion, that without 
Will be more eaſie to me, and more lawfully permitted then the leaſt of thoſe I now could 
give you. Thoſe you have received to day, though weak and fruitleſſe, are yet truly to be 
blamed, and Icanno longer without fault, diſpence with my ſelf to take thoſe liberties 
which are now forbidden me ; but I have given them for thisonce, to the memory of what 
Jou have heretofore done for me, to the reparation of a crime which 1 cannot better repair, 
to the pains you have taken in coming to me again, after the loſſe of your hopes, to the ſafety 
of a husband, whom you fo generouſly reſtored me; and in ſhort to 'h remainder of a paſſi= 
6n which I was not miftreſſe of. All theſe conſiderations render my firſt ſlips a 
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and you from henceforth will hgve ſo wuchregargof me, as wt to defire to make. her more 
criminal whon you have.lry ao perfettty. (L., v3'5;; LANE 
Orcondates knowing thealm of her diſcourſe, ſuffered her not to continye'it, and af- 
fer he wasriſeg pp, crolſjng his, arms upon his breſt, and retiringa ſteportwo, * Yes 
Madarh (,{a#d be ) you haye dane coomugh for me, and you have reafon'to repenc 
© the reſtimonjes 1 have rege3ved to day of your friendſhip, 1 have merited them ſo 
* lictle, chat you ought toHlnſh having granted them, and this miſerable man who 
* is of {0 ſmall value, and has done you kach poor ſeryices,. could not juſtly hope for 
« ſuch favours from the greateſt Queen inthe world, | 
' The Queendrawinga ſigh from the bottom of her keart reply'd; You are toblame 


Oroondates, ts put me yet again im minde of the merit of gour perſon and. ſervices, you 
know that 1 am ignorant of neither , and 1 have already confeſſed to you, that the gift of 
my heart, of wy life, and. of my very ſaxh, could not acquit me of any part of what T owe 
10u, and ſhall owe you to my grave, how mych ſoever I ſtrive to ſatisfie yow. No Oro- 
ondates / an not ignorant of it, nor do 1 diſavoly it, the gods alſo are my witneſſes, that 
if I were at my own diſpoſing, 1 would giue my ſelf entirely to you ; and that if they had 
left me a thouſand lives, I wonld willingly loſe them all to requite part of my obligations , 
but What cax 1 ao more tg cap ingratitude, and what can you pretend to, or what can | You 
bope for from. me, beyond t w confeſſion, and that deſore ? Do you not know the ſtrift rules 

my dutie ? and do you. not know that I am ſtill the ſame Statira, in whom you hereto= 

ore have lov 4 ſame littleryertue ? | 

My Prince who hearken'd pd her attentiyely, and who while ſhe ſpoke ſeem'd to 
devour her with his eyes, interrupting her ofa ſudden, © Well Madam, ( faid he with 
an extraordinary tone ) do you hive in this ſeverity of your rules, and I willdic inthe 
* feyerity of my. Oaths, and of the Proteſtations 1 have made you I approye your 
* noble reſolution, and1 approve that intire affeftion you bear to a busband worth 
* ofxyou, bux you alſa mult approve, thag not being ablg to live without that hope 
* which Ky me die, 1 breathe out my foul at your feet, which ever was, and never 
*canbe bur, yours, With theſe words inſtantly drawing out his ſword, and clapping 
the pummel of it to the floor, he ruſh'd upon the point with ſo furious a ſaddennefs, 
that if Barſina who way cloſe by him had not giyenthe hilt of ita kick, which ſtruck 
the ſword a good way from him, be had runtimſelf through, before we could have 
been able to hinder it, My Prince fell all alongupon the boards, but he was ſo aſha.. 
med, and fo afflited to haye miſs'd his deſign, that bis grief was not far from execu- 
ting preſently, what Barſina's ſpeedy aſſiſtance had diverted, We ran all ſpeedily to 
him, but he appeared ſo confounded for having fo ill effeRted his intention, that he 
durſt ſcarce lift up his eyes upon us that ſtood about him : The Queen exceſlively at- 
frighced, caſt her ſelf upon him, and embracing him with mortal crances, endeavour- 
ed to drive away his deſpair by the ſweetelt kindneſles, and the moſt effe&ual words 
her affeion could furniſh her withall, z/hat, my dear, my beloved Orontes ( aid ſhe, 
holding him ſtill in her arms, quite faintingand dejeRted | you that were heretofore, and 
who in ſpite of the rigour of my deſtiny, are Jet my life, had you a will to give me my death 
by fo cruel a means? had you then ſo little care of my life, and of my reputation, that you 
had a minds to ſacrifice both unto your ſorrows, withont conſidering that for you alone imy 
life is (ubjeft tothe moſt bitter afflition that any ſoul is able to bear ? Ah | hard hearted 
Oroondates | if your reſentments require blood, and that you would have me die, as this 
attion did viſibly teſtifie, content your ſelf with making me [uſſer one death alone, turn 
the point of that cruel ſword againſt this breaſt I offer yu, pierce this heart which once 
Was yours, and in which.you ave ſtill ſo de raven, that dutie can ſcarcely introduce 
bim it obliges me to receive into it ; If one of ns muſt die, "tis [ alone, 1 alone am guilty, 
perjured faithleſs, and you are falt innocent, ſtill firm, ſtill conſtant TI am ſhe who have 
unwort hily betrayed you, and baſely forſaken you, and you are he who hath too generonſly, 
and too faithfully lod me. -. 

She ſ1id manyother words. to. him with ſo much vehemence and tenderneſſe, thac 
a heart of Adamant would doubileſſe have been ſoften'd by them ; My Prince an- 
lwered her not but with his eyes, and caſting looks at her in-whichdeath was natural- 
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ly painted, he made her underſtand ſufficiencly, that he was bur little capable to rel. 
liſh ber arguments, nor to take the reſolution the would have / hom him. The Queen 
who appretiended the effeQs of his deſpair,and who fear'd he {till perſifted in the de- 
Ggn of dying.; 'reſoly'd not to omitany thing to draw him from ic, beleeving thatin 
ſach an extretalty, gratitude aid pity commanded her to ſlacken ſomthing of that 
ſeverity to which ſhe had eyed her ſelf. Forthis effet, ufinga little violence upon 
her humoux, and ſeeing that he open'd not his mouth'to reply; zhar my dtar Orontes 
( faid ſhe ) wonld you then have me to believe that you no longer love me, and that with the 
power I had over my ſelf, I have alſo loſt all that you had given me over you ? come to yoar 
ſelf 4 little for my ſake, and confider that you are not ſo unfortunate, as perchance you have 
beleeved ; I am ſtill Statira, if you be ſtill Oroondates , and ſince in ſpite of all the laws 
of duty, and of decency, you force me to confeſſe it, if you love me ftill a little, ] love you 
ſtill above my ſelf ;, do you defire any more , T ſubmit my ſelf to your judgment ( my dear 
Orontes ) and if you think I can do any thing more, 1 am ready to obey you ;, if you have 
Jet, your reaſon about you, this declaration will ſatisfie you without queſtion ; and if you 
et have any friendſhip to me, you will be contented with thoſe proofs I am able to give you 


of mine. | 
Though my Prince knew well that the ſweerneſs of theſe words tended only to alter 
ys deſign of dying, and that through theſe kindnefles, he perceiv'd the Queen abated 
othihg of her reſolution, yer did he feema little ſerled , and raking her hand which \_ 
he ſeal'd with many laſting kiſſes, *Madam, (ſaid he ) Lcaſl Heaven to witneſs, that 
* I havenever fwerved from the yow I made toobey you. all my life, and pray the 
* Gods to ſend me ( if they can) greater evils chen thoſe they have already made me 
* ſuffer, if to my laſt moment I perſeverenot in that reſolution. The defire you have 
© to ſeeme yet endure more, ſhall hinder me from giving that end 'whichI had deſti- 
* ned to my miſeries; I will live, fince you command me, and moreover I willlive the 
* way that you command me ; if you will but ſuffer me to love you and ſee you, I will 
* ſarisfie my felf as well as I:can, with that friendſhip Gutar? me ; ; nor will I ever 
© urge any thing from you, either contrary to your \awlg or to that dury you op. 
©poſe me with. | | 
Upon theſe conditions ( replyed the Queen ) 7le endeavour tolet you ſer, that I will 
not be ungrateful to you ; and notwithſtanding I know how great a fault I commit, and 
to how great dangers IT certainly expoſe my ſelf, Ile break through all for him, whoſe 
1am more then I can or ought to be, and whoſe 1 would have been entirely, if the Gods 
had been pleaſed to ſuffer me. | 
I ſhould never havedone, Sir,jfI ſhould repear all the Diſcourſe they had together, 
itlaſted as longas did the day, and the concluſion was, that by Barſina's intermiſſion, 
they might ſee one another again ſometimes, and that my Prince ſhould content him. | 
ſelf with words and looks, without ever pretending to any other proofs of the Queens 
affeQtion ; nay, and ſhe faw ſo much difficulty and danger even in them, that ſhe 
could not reſolve upon that liberty without mortal apprehenfions. They parted 
when it was even almoſt night, and the Queen getting up into her Chariot again, left 
my Prince at Barſina's in an eſtate that __ my expreſſion. The loſle of his 
hopes was the tomb of all his joys ; andthe happineſs of his rival, who had for ever 
diſpoſſeſs'd him of what he had fo lawfully pretended to, was ſuch a matter of afMiQi- 
on to his ſoul, as left him not any roomfor a real conſolation, yet how great an a- 
yerſion, or how great an inſenſbility ſoeyer ſhe ſhewed fot the thoughts of his feli- 
city, his kromledg of the affeQion which his Princeſs had ſtill toward him, did much 
allay the ſharpneſs of his grief, and flattered him ar leaſt with this kind of comforr, 
that the misfortune which deprived him of the poſſeſſion of her body, did yet leave 
him ſome intereſt in her mind, 

In this conſideration he found wherewithal to leſſen part of his diſpair, and Bar- 
fina,who moſt affeRtionately concern'd in his contentment, ſet it often before his cies, 
and endeavoured by all the reaſons ſhe could alledge, ro make him paſs his life a lictle 
leſs unpleaſantly ; but beſides the conſolation ſhe gave him by her Diſcourſe, the good 
offices ſhe did him contributed much more unto it, and indeed ſhe laboured for his 

quiet 


— Mts re re ee OOO _ Pr gy. 


UMI 


Book VI, CASSAYN DRA. 163 


quiet with ſo much affeRion & ſo diſcreer a —_— my Prince will neyer loſe the 
remembrance of it, nor the deſire to _— it though with the loſs of thar life which 
ſhe alone prolonged. She feign'da fickneſs, and for ſome time ſhe kept her bed,to give 
the Queen pretence to viſit her, and thoſe ro whom the friendſhip that great Princeſs 
bore her was notunknown, thought it not ſtrange that ſhe went to ſee her every day: 
Tn theſe favourable occafions, my Maſter found bothan abatement; and a redoubli 
of his ſorrows, for taſting inconceivable delights in choſe ſmall favours ſhe grant 
hini, he found death in the reſtraint of others, which were reſerv'd for one more hap 
py; he often complainedot it to the Queen, and being as a man he could not be nelly 
fooſned from his ſences, he now and then took liberties beyond what were voluntarily 

icted him , andi by ſome of his aRtions teſtified that he was not abſolute Maſter 
of his deſires. Bur that diſcreet Princeſs, though ſhe could not juſtly condemn them, 
reproved them with a pleaſing Majeſty, and uſing the Empire ſhe had over him, hand- 
ſomely , and without tyranny, ſhe reduced him by reaſoning, within the limits of his 
former obedience, 

Beſides the viſits which Barſina received from the Queen, during her feigned in- 
diſpoſition, after ſhe came abroad again, ſhe had tecourſe to other inventions for my 
Prince's ſatisfation; ſhe would never ſuffer himto leave her houſe, and being per- 
fealyloved and honored by all choſe of her Servants, who of neceflity wereto ſee him, 
ſhekept him there withour any great danger, us'd him with ſo much ſweetneſs, & ſo 
many teſtimonies of friendſhip, that ſhe made him recover part of his more lively hu- 
mor : She often procured him thefight of the Queen in a feir Garden ſhe had without 
the town,and ſending us out of the houſe before day, ſhe would come with the Qu. to 
the garden inthe afternoon, and bringing her either alone, or attended only by Clrone 
into. private Arbours where my Maſter waited for her, gave him the convemiency of 
entertaining her now and then an hour, Tyres was gone home again to the Queen, 
and his fidelity being very well known to her, by his means their interviews were for 
the moſt parteffeRted. Three or four months were ſpenit in this manner of life , my 
Prince never diſcovering himſelf all that while to any body but Barſa ; though ( as I 
have already faid ) he had a great number of friends of both ſexes in the Court, whoſe 
fidelity be did notatallſuſpeRt; bur his conſideration of the Queens honourand quiet, 
made him ſo cautious , that he would not ſhew himſelf ſo much as co the Princeſs Pa- 
riſatis, The Gods know with what affetion both ſhe, and Queen Sy/igambis, as 
likewiſe Prince Oxiartes and Arrabaſns, with many others, would have welcomed 
him ; and with what joy they would have made him partaker in their fortune , bur 
the intereſt of his love had fo baniſhed all thoſe our of his minde , whom elſe he 
would gladly have receiv'd into it , that his ſoul wasno longer capable of any thought 
without the compaſs of bis paſſion. Their moſt ordinary meetings were at Barſina's; 
and one day they were there together , when the Kingas he return'd from Hunti 
heard at the entrance of the City, that the Queen was at the Princeſſes houſe, where- 
upon without going to the Palace , he alighted at her gate, and went upſtairs without, 
giving any notice of his comingf: Scarce was Bar/ina advertiſed of ittime enough, 
to run and meet him without theC hamber door; and my Prince ſurpris'd with ſo un- 
expected a viſit, had hardly time to ger into the nextroom, where he ſer down in a 
dark corner, on the farther ſide of a bed. From thence he heard the King as he came 
in, ſay to Bar/inainthe Queens preſence , Madam you have r1bb'd me of my Miſtreſs, 
and theſe frequent viſits will at laſt make me jealous, ſhe has given herſelf ſo wholly to you, 
that I can ſcarce enjoy her a moment, The Queen anſwering for her, © Thinkir not 
*{trange ( replyed ſhe ) and believe it is an effeR ofthoſe rare qualities which you 
* found jn her, and that I have too much ſympathy with your Majelty to haye inclina- 
* tions different from yours. | | 

They had many Diſcourſes, after which the King being weary with the toyl of hun- 
ting, had a deſire to ſleep, and having a while ſtriven againſt it, heask'd pardonof 
Barſina for the liberty he took at her houſe; and being well acquainted with the 
Chambers, he went into that where my Maſter was retired, to throw himſelf upon 
the bed, which he remembred he had ſeen in it. Hepheftion, Prolomens, Stlencus, Anti 
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gonus , Leevatur , and many others, {taid with the Ladies, andthe King alone went to 
take'his reſt , where my Prince had takenſan&tyary. O Gods ! with how many dif, 
ferent thoughts was he aſſaulced, ſeeing him comeinto the Chamber | the antipathy 
he had againſt the raviſher of. his happineſs ;. the deſire to free himſelf from a riva] 
whoſe life was the deſtruRion.of his own,and his belief at firſt that he was diſcovered; 
and: that be was the cauſe of the, Kings coming'into that Chamber, made him pur his 
hand upon the hilt of his ſword, with a defign'to run him through the body, bur after 
that firſt motion: was over, his'care of che Queens reputation, which thataRion 
would viſibly have ruined, the conſideration of Barſma to whom he was ſo nearly ob- 
liged, and the remembrance that a good number of Alexandeys friends were inthe 
next Chamber, ready to oppoſe his intentions, and to make him periſh himſelf if he at- 
rempted any thing, with-held bim, and made him reſolve nor to make any noiſe, nor 
to {tir out of hiscorner if he were nat forced to. jt. | | 

In the mean time the King not diſcoveringhim , by reaſon of the darkneſs of the 
place where he was, threw himſelf upon the bed, and lay fo near him, that he wanted 
but very little of touching him , my Prince ſtirr'd not atall, nay and kept in his very 
breath as much as-poſlible he could till he was afſeep, which. was not long, for the 
King had: ſcarce laid his head upon the Pillow, before he fellinto a flumber ; Alas! 
what were then the chqughts of this poor Prince, ſeeing himſelf fo ner to him, whom 
the free poſſeſſion of what he had deprived him of , permitted to take fo ſweer and 
pleaſing a reſt; and what a conſtraint did he uſe;upon himſelf, ro keepin thoſe lighes, 
which chis conſideration drew from the bottom of his hearr. 

Thoufleepeſt ( ſaid he withio himſelf) chou fleepeſt bappy Alexander, and 'tis not 
© {o much the poſſeſſion of chy Empires, as that of my Princeſs, which gives thee this 
* calm and quiet repoſe; thou ſleepeſt without being interrupted by any care , and 
* without being troubled by the remembrance of any loſs, butI wake whole dayes and 
* nights, not out of enyy I bear thy Vidtories, but out of the grief which chou haſt 
* ſettled in my heart for ever, thy eyes are ſhut to give thee peaceful reſt, and mine 
* are open only to thoſe tears whoſe ſource proceeds from thee, thou takeſt that fle 
* without diſquiets, which thou baſt robb'd me of for ever,and thou enjoyeſt that wich 
* tranquility, and alſo with injuſtice , which was lawfully due to none but me. Ah! 
* thou who art the ſtealer away of my repoſe, and the tormentor of my days,thou who 
* though ſaſt aſleep, utterly defenceleſſe, and abſolutely expoſed unto my mercy, doſt 
* yet cruelly and unjuſtly tear away my life ; behold thine ownis in my power, and 
* with how much eaſe I could deprive thee of that ,- which thou takeſt from me with 
* ſo much inhumanity. 

In the middeſt of theſe thoughts wherein he floated with mortal agonies, he open- 
ed the Curtains a little, and ſeeing Alexanders face turned toward him, he was aſſault- 
ed with inward motions which carried him beſides himſelf , and left him almoſt yoid 
of ſenſe upon the Chair where he was fitting, He had oftentimes a mind to draw cloſe 
to his ear, and fay * Awake Alerander , awake , is it poſlible thou ſhouldeſt Neep fo 
*near thy greateſt enemy, does the conrage thou haſt proved in him, make thee ſo (e- 
* care, that thou haſt no ſuſpition of foul pliy? how generous ſoever thou knoweſt 
* him to be, doeſt thou believe that in this diſpaire whereinto thou haſt precipitated 
* him, he is till capable of all the incitementsof jn__ ? up Alexander, riſe to 
* diſpute upon even terms, for that happineſs which is not aſſured to thee fo long as 
* have any life. Statira cannot be thine ſo long asI am living, diſpatch me out ofthe 
*world, and when I am dead thou may'ſtfleep ſecurely , thou ſhalt do thy ſelf no 
* injury £o meaſure thy ſword with mipe,my qualityis as eminent as thine own,and tis 


* only fortune that advanced thee above me, by the Empires ſhe has given thee. He. 


continued for ſome minutes in the deſire of ſaying thus unto him, bur after he had a lit- 
tle bethought himſelf, the conſiderationsT have already alledged difſwaded him from 
it, and afloonas he tound that he was faſt aſleep, he roſe up gently from his place, and 


walk'd as ſoftly aspoflibly he could coward a door, which led through a gallery to his 


own Chamber, without paſfing through Barſina's, but as if his griet had blinded him, 
and kept him from looking carefully to his feet, he by chance ſtumbled againſt a ſtool 


and 
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and fell all along upon the floor, with ſuch a noiſe that the King waker'din a ſtarr; 
he ſite up inſtantly on tHe bed, and drawing opencheOurrain, he ſaw a man of an ex- 
traordinary ſtature, and a majeſtick faſhion, who was cloſe by the door, ready to go 
our, ch& King wis Fighnad at Ry and $ked him aloud what he was, butmy Maſter 
ſeeing himlelt diſcovered, opened the door without replying, and ſhutring it ater him, 
got to his own lodging. Alexander roſe upa little ſurpriſed, and going into Barſina's 
chambet*, «old the company into whar aff apprehenſion the ſight of he man had pur 
him, the Queen and Bar/ina both changed colour ,+but Barſina making it up as well 
as ſhe could, without dqubt (ſaid ſhe e p- King) 'trs {9me. one of my.Servants, who 
came in'not knowing your Majeſty ws 1h the Chamber , and then perceiving the ers 
rour he-hzd committed; gorour amazed, without having the confidence to g1ve your 
Majeſty an anſwer. The King was fatisfied with thisexcuſe, and within a while af: 
ter going away, and taking the Queen along with him, he gave my Maſter and Barf 
»4 leafure to entertain themſelves with that accident rhe reſt of the day, | 
The peep refleting afterward upon that encounter, uſed more warineſs in her 
viſits then ſhe had done before, and took care with all imaginable circumſpeRionthar 
her ſtoln meetings might-nor be diſcovered 
'Twas about that time that the whole Court was poſleſſed with the Kings forrow, 
and that by his Command it changed both face and habir for a while; - The death of 
Hepheſtion , Alexanders favourite , or rather his ſecond ſelf, and huband to the Prin. 
ceſs Pariſatis, was cauſe of this deſolation; Iwill neither tell you of the King's mourn- 
ing, nor of the pomp of that Funeral , choſe things are ſufficiently known to you al- 
ready , nor will ] entertain you with the lamentation of that fair, noble Widow; all I 
ſhall (ay is, rhar my Prince was very (enſ(bleiot her misfortune, and that he was exceed- 
ingly troubled he could not viſit herin ber affliction , and give her ſome conſolation; 
ifthe had been capable of any in ſofreſh a loſſe. . The Queen bore a great ſhare in her 
ſiſters grief, and complyed fo far with that of the King her husband , "that for ſome 
dayes ſhe kept her Chamber, and for manyjafrer ſhe wentabroad, viſieed onely the 
princeſs her filter, ro whom her affgRion wasls.real; rbar ſhe had as preat a ſence of 
her ſorrow as ſhe herſelf, Koa 1 TOE 
This difcaſter deprived 'my, Prince -of cheiſight of her, but there paſs 'd few dayes 
wherein ſhe comforted him not in that redious abſence, by two or three words under 
her hand, which 7yrexs brought him to Barſme's,and which my Prince read,and kifs'd 
with ſuch exceſs of contentment, as alone was able to diſcover the greatneſs of his 
paſſion, I remember one day he receiyed a Letter from her, the words whereof 


were ſomething to this purpoſe, 


Queen STATIRA to Prince OROONDATES. 


I; were not juft, while my Husband and my poor Sifter give 
themſelves over 20 their grief, that 1 alone ſhould run to ſub- 
jGs of Foy; and | am pardonable, if for # ſhort ſpace I loſe the 
fight of what 1 lowe,to comfort ber,whbo bas newly loſt for ever, 
what ſbe low'd; compaſſion eud decency enjoyn me this puniſh- 
ment ; but believe my Orontes, that it is as barſh tome as to 
your ſelf, and that it 14 as difficult for Statira to keep berſelf 
from ſeeing you, as it is blameable for the wiſe of Alexanderto 
deſire it. ; 


My 
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My Prince anſwered her to this effeR, 
Prince OROONDATES to Queen STATIRA, 


bc Is juſt that I ſhould ſuffer while the whole world is in 
| « mourning z and I have too much intereſt 1n what 
< concerns you, to ſuffer the affliion of the Princeſs your 
«(jſter, without the mixtureof my own misfortunes:ſhorten 
<< them I-beſeech you'as much as you are able, and give rea- 
« ſonable limits to that compaſſion, & that decency,unleſs 
«you will give very ſhort ones to my life; not that T ought 
(© to love it, ſince it is troubleſome to you,in obliging you 
< to ations which you think are blameable;bue neither can 
cc [ hate it, ſince by the violences you uſe upon your own hu- 
« mor, for its conſervation,you teltifie thar it is dear to you. 


| 


\. They wrote many others, which did alittle ſweeten my Maſters weariſome impati- 
ence; and the fair Barſ#na took ſo much care to make the rime of his baniſhment leſs 
tedious, that if he was not really ſatisfied, he feigned at leaſt before her to be very 
much pleas'd with the charms of her converſation. 

' "Thedayesof y_=_ mournng being expired , the Queen had the liberty to ſee him 
ain, but ſhe had much more conveniency within a while after, when the _— 
ving rendred thoſe honours to his dear Hepheftion , which only the Gods exaR trom 
Men, caus'd the Mains and Tails of Horſes to be cut off, the Battlements of City- 
Walls to be beaten down, and made his Funerals famous by the expence of twelve 
thouſand Talents, departed from S»/a {as you know) to diſcharge his griefupon the 
Cofſeans , a barbarous people near to _ £ _ whom heran, asat ſo many wild 
beaſts, calling that expedition the facri Hepheſt:ons Funerals. You know alſo 
that Queen Sratira ſtirr'd not from $»ſa, but wicked Roxana having had the liberty 
to do ſo, retired to Fabilon, and delivered her Rival, and all her Friends, from a ſight 
that was very inſupportable to them. | 
The abſence of thoſe two perſons afforded my Prince great facilities in entertaining 
the Queen, and there paſs'd but very few dayes, wherein he had not the happineſs to 
ſee her either at Bar/na's Houſe , or in her Garden , or inthat belonging to the Pa- 
lace, whither- Tyrews brought him by Cleone's direRtions, and ci | bat whole 
hours with her , in extaſies and raptures, which cannot be conceiv'd but by thoſe who 
have lov'd like him, and which would abſolutely have ſatisfied him , if he had not 
thought of the advantages which Alexander had above him, and of the Command that 
had been laid upon him, never to pretend to greater. Inthe mean time that vertuous 
Princeſs behaved herſelf roward him in ſuch a manner , thatthough ſhe expreſs her 
acknowledgement, and rendred him what ſhe beliey'd ſhe owed to one that had 
done ſo much to ſerve her, yet ſhe never exceeded the bounds of her duty, nor ever 
abated any thing in his favour, of what ſhe knew to be due onely to her husband, ſhe 
never [et (lip one word aPainſt him; and when my Prince by any of his ſayings, or any 
of his ations, made appear that he had a deſign againſt a life, the loſs whereof alone 
was the eſtabliſhment of his, ſhe would check thoſe motions ſo gra cefully, and accom- 
pany her ſpecious reaſons with ſo many tears, and ſuch urging prayers, that ſerling 
im more thengver inthe admiration of her vertue, ſhe alſo confirmed him tron 
in the reſoJution of never diſpleaſing her by any of his aRions while he lived, One 
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day whenin her preſefice and Ba#ſn4's, he lereſcipe ſomethrears againſt him,and ac* 
caſed himſelf of che cowardiſe he ſh2w2d in ſuffering him co live, the Queen after ſhe 
had a liccle ſharply reproved him ; Dear Oroondates ( continned ſhe ) 7 may and 
ought to confeſſe to you without doing you any injury, that T love ths King my Hautband as 
much as [ought ig love him, and that n1 body can attempt againſt hig life, without ſtx1.. 
king direfHy at marie ; but thuugh I'wer? void of thoſe inclinations T have, and ſud" have 
towards him, and that I could without grief ſee the loſs of hin whoms' the Gods have given 
me for my husband ;, what doe you think, I owe unto my own conſideration , and with phat 
eye dre you believs the care of my reputation would ſuffer me to look upon my huchands mur- 
therey,? do you judge that I conld with decency receive him for my fecon husband, whoſe 
hands were ſtained with th? blood of my firſt ;, and though I ſhwld- ſhut mine eyes againſt 
all th:ſe conſiderations, and ſhrnld throw my ſelf blindly into your armes, what opinion 
would you your ſelf have of me, after ſo ſhameful and ſo baſe a lightneſs * Nom, dear 
Otontes, n:v:r exa7t any one thing from me, that may injure the Yertue which »bliges you 
to love me , I will k-ep my ſelf in your efteem, ſince [was not able to keep my ſelf whtl for 
you; and [will keep a hushand who deſerves it, and whom next to the Gods I hold only from 
Jour ſelf. © But 4 reply'd the Prince ) ſince your rexſons areſo plauſible, What will 
you have me doe'? 1 would have yu live and ſuffer ( anfwered the Queen) as 7 
live and (uffer , and I wnld have you waite, as I doe, the pleaſure of the Gods, who per- 
chance will bring ſome change either to your fortune, or your inclinations, Jn the mean 
tinie content your ſelf with what I vt for you, and though it be very little in compari ſox 
of what you have dont for me, you ought yet tovalnt it, if you conſider what it coſts mie, 
ed what I hazard to afford it you... 


. Witch cheſe and ſuch like words, ſh for ſome lictle time would moderate the vio- 
lenceof his diffrent pifſions; and when ſh? ſaw him ſo far tranſported by the pow- 
erofthe obje& that moved them, as tomike —_— take advantage of opportu- 
nities, to the prejudice of her vercue, ſh2 would uſe her authority ſo handfomely, and 
inthe mid(t of all thoſe charms that made her tovely, ſhe likewiſe would appear fo ter- 
tible, that in a moment ſhe made him rep2nt the chought of a-deſign ſhe diſapproved, 
et did ſhe not ſo much truſt to the power ſhe had over him; or to that ſhe had over 
ſelf, as that ſh would often caſt her ſelf into the occaſions of exerciſing it; bur to 
avoid them as much as ſhe could poſſibly in thoſe interviews, ſhe was commonly ac- 
compnied either by Bar/#n4,or Cleonz,or at leaſt was at ſo little a diſtance fromthem 
that ſh2 ſeldome g1ve him che means to' perſiſt in a behavior that diſpleaſed her. They 
lived ome months on this minner without any remarkable croſle; bur in the end, the 
Quzen who fele a remorſe, and a repugnancy to her humour, ina kind of life which 
ſh: believ'd ſhe could nor continue with innocence, and who (after having vainly con- 
fulted wich Barna, and with my Prince himſelf,to what all thoſe praiſes could tend) 
ſw no help nor remedy if chey ſhould be diſcovered, reſoly'd to cut off the courſe of 
them, though wich chem ſhe ſhould have been fain to cut off that of her life, and be. 
g1n to prepare my Maſters minde, with words premeditated to that purpoſe; Bur at 
the firſt overcures ſhe m1de ro him concerning ir, he fell into ſuch a paſſion, and waſh- 
ed her feet wich ſo many teares, that ſhe left all hope of making him reſolve eaſily up. 
01 it, but not the deſign of reſolving her ſelf, upon what ſhe beliey!d ſhe ought ro 
do. [think indeed, ir was not withoat ſtrange confli&s of minde, that this remem- 
brance of her duty carried it from her affe&ion, and we found by the changes of her 
coun:enance, and by the ſadneſs which for many days preceded her declaration, that 
ſh? brough: not her ſelf to it without exceeding violence: About that time ſhe recei- 
vedLetters fromthe King,who having deſtroyed the Coſſeans was gone toward Baby- 
lm, 1nd entreated her to come thicher ro him, aſſoon as ſhe could poſſibly, 

This deſire of his which ſhe received as a moſt abſolute command, perplexed her 
minde wichdifferent thoughts, and gxve my Prince matter of contriving new expedi- 
ents to continue the life he led, ZBarſina who meant ro accompiny the Bueen whi- 
therſoeyer ſhe went, offered him the ſame afliftance at Babylon, he received from her 
at S»ſa; butmy Maſter knowing how great an inconvenienceit wasto her, wauld not 
abuſe her goodneſs towardhim', he nevertheleſs was reſolyed co make the ſame yoy 
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t not to hisrepoſe. | Bas ka 
hy could not perceive it without ſuch grief as cannot be repreſented ; and 


Caminganent omenfrom her ſilence, which of late time was grown uſual to him, 
he ask” 


* ro you, that if the heavens had made me to be bornfor you, my defires. were moſt 
* readily diſpoſed to it; I wonld have deſpiſed the hope of all Empires of the world, 
*and all the felicities which the moſt happie creatures _= ever knew, to have that of 
* being yours, but ince my cruel deſtiny " oppoſed it, and that contrary to all 
* appearance, and to my firſt intentions, it hath given me to another, you ought not 
©to think it ſtrange, if-I withdraw that frpm you, which you can no longer lawfully 
* keep; and whichI can no longer afford you, without the loſs of my reputation, the 
* loſs of a quiet conſcience, and the loſs of myſelf; I confeſs I owe you much, but 1 
© have not now the ability to pay you; and be your reproaches whatever they can, it 
© is fir I ſhould repreſent unto you, that.the husband whom the Gods have piven me, 
* is not ſo little conſiderable, bur that he deſerves all my affeRtions: what rights ſoever 
© your paſt ſervices,and my inclinations have given you over my life, you-have now no 
© longer any to diſpute them with him, nor I ſtill to grant you, what can be no bo- 
*dies but his, Give me leave therefore Sir, to conjure you with theſe tears which it 
* is impoflible for me longer to refrain, to forbear the courſes, which we cannot con- 
* tinueany more without our ruine, and not to think any more of this unhappy wo- 
* man, who isnolonger worth your cares, nor in a condition to requite them - or if 
© you wil yet preſerve any remembrance of her,that you would carry itfar from hence, 
* and nolonger waken by your preſence, thoſe flames which duty ought already to 
© have extinguiſhed, and which death ſhall extinguiſh for ir, if ir cannot draw that 
* power from your abſence : beſides the conſideration of what I ought to do, the c- 
* ſtate you are in, the paines you take, and the hazards to which you expoſe your ſelf, 


* for ſome ſhadow of favour, ſo light and empty that it merits not the leaſt of your 
endeavours, 
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* endeavours, do really ſtrike re with compaſſion of you, youare deſtin'd co better 
*:mployments, and worthy ofa better fortune, and the Gods would puniſh ic upon 
*me, if I ſhould longer retain inſo picriful a condition, the moſt accompliſh'd perſon 
* they ever created. Gothen, Sir , carry to ſome other place thoſe admirable quali- 
*ties, which had gained you this unfortunate Princeſs , and which yer will gain you 
* one more lovely, and more happy, and leave her to the conduRt of her wretched de- 
© tiny, who can no longer pretend lawfully-to you, and from whom you can no lon- 
< ger pretend any thing. 1 make youthis requeſt, by all that you acknowledge to be 
* moſt ſacred, and conjure you by all the friendſhip you hererotore have promiſed me, 


" *2nd by all the Empire you have given me over your will, to leave this miſerable trea- 
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* ture for ever , or at leaſt never to appear before her , ull ſhebein a condition to re- 
* ceive You. © | 

\ 1 make you judge Sir , what effe& theſe words wrought upon my poor Prince, he 
had hearkned co them with changings of his countenance, and alterations able to melt 
the moſt frozen' hearts with pitty; and when he heard the concluſion of them, and ſaw 
them endinan eternal baniſhment, notwithſtanding all the ſuccour he required of his 
courage , he could not get enough from it , to make him proof againſt fo violent an 
aſſaulr ; he broke nor forth into cryes, norinto tears, thoſe ſhews of grief were too 
weak for the greatneſs of his ; but he had not power enough over his ſences, nor over 
his forces, to keep them from forſaking him, his eyes cloſed themſelves, his head ſunk 
gently upon his ſhoulder, and by little and little his whole body fell cold , and immo.. 
vable upon the bed where he wasfitting. _ 

The Queen who had prepared herſelf for alfthe worſt events that could happen, 
could not fee him in that condition , without a moſt ſenſible aflition , nor withour 
making war with her fair hair and lovely face , which grief had altered almoſt to an 
impoſlibiliry of being known ; ſhe ſpoke the maſt compaſſionate words , thatever 
ſorrow made thoſe perſons utter, who have been the molt deeply touched with it, and 
did ſome aRions, which if they had not been excuſable by their cauſe, would have bin 
a lictle unbeſeeming her modeſty and quality, bur yet the never ſtirr'd from her laſt 
reſolucion and diſpoſed herſelf rather to dye,thento detrat the ſentence ſhe had pro- 


nounced, 

Barſina , Cleone and I, were about my Prince, andlaboured to fetch him again by 
allthe remedies that can be made uſe of in ſuch an occaſion, bur he was in ſo deepa 
fwoun , that it was above an hour ere we could obſerve the leaſt ſign of life in him. 
Though the Queen was yet reſolyed.not to ſtay for his complaints and reproaches, 
yet could ſhe not leave him inthat eſtate,bur aſſoon as ever ſhe ſaw him open his eyes, 
ſhe roſe up from beſide him, and wiping away her tears, compoſed her countenance zs 
well as poſſibly ſhe could, and prepared herſclfrq give him the laſt farewell, My 
Prince having recovered his ſenſes, and ſongs all buſie about him, turned his ſighr 
ſlowly on all fides , and ſeekingout her with his eyes; when he was come to himſelf 
enough to remember the command ſhe had newly impoſed upon him , he ſaid onely 
theſe words to her with a feeble dying voyce : 7 will obey you, adam, never fear it, 
will obey you. The Queen not permitting him to go on,, * I hope ſo, my dear Oroca- 
*4ates, ( aid ſhe) and with this aſſurance, I give youthe laſt farewell, and the laſt kiſs. 
With theſe words, comingcloſe to him, ſhe kifs'd him for the laſt time indeed; and */ 
Chamber ſo beſides herſelf, thar I believe ſhe hardly knew how 
riot. | | 

My poor Maſter accompanied her with his eyes as far as he could , without ſtirring 
from his place, and cryed out after her , with a yoycethat ſhewed how weak he was; 
Farewell the moſt belrved, and the moſt ingratefull of all women living , farewell for e- 
ver inhwmane Statira, Farewell, fince you fear tobe preſent at my death , and yet feared 
wet to give it me. Heuttered many other complaints, and was preſently ſeized with a 
moſt violent feaver. Barſina would not leave him in that condition, and chough ſhe 
had purpoſed to have gone along with the Queen, Sy/gambis, and Pariſatis, who all 

Z departed 


. getting looſe from him , withour ſtaying for any other —_—_— went out of the 
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departed that very day; ſhe made her extaſesto them, promiſingthsQueento wair 
upon her at Babytn!, afſoon as ty Pritice was recovered: thus the Queens went a- 
way from Saſa, and Zrfina returning to her Houſe, began to rake care of my Maſters 
health, X tt = 36 
We had already gothim to bed', and thargoodPrincefs knowing the violence of 
his Feaver, ſent for afl the moſt kilfull Phyſicians, - and iployed them in his cure, wick 
a diligence that cannbt{ be iniagiritd; ſhe was ſo: handſomely induſtrious, and foaf- 
feRionately carefufabouric , that ſhe'vifibly expreſs'd the reality of her friendſhip ro 
him , bur the poor Prince was ſ0 ill kndled by his fidknefs , that within a few dayes 
the Phyſicians began to deſpair of his —_—_ Do but judge, Sir, of my affliftion, 
and of Barſna's, tofeea perſonthat was fo dear to us, and whoſe excellent qualities 
we were ſo well acquainted with , dye in her houſe, and in our arms. Certainlyitis 
very hard to repreſent it ro you ; and when we reflected upon all-the'accidentsof ſo 
fad, ſorr:gical a concluſion, we appeared to be moxe roached with his fickneſs,'then 
he himſelf. In the mean he lay in a continual ſtudy; and for many dayes was depri- 
ved of all manner of knowledge, his frenzy made him ſpeak many __ things, 
and the Phyſicians afcribing all ro that, made nothing of them, though they were 
able to have difcovered ſome paſlages of his life, . - I- 

They continued many days in a belicfthat he would dye, and the Gods are my wit- 
neſſes, thartnot being able ro think of ſeeing Scythia again withourhim, nor of living 
after him, I took a refoſation to accompany him in the grave. But when welealt 
expeRted ir, a favourable criſis gave ſome glimpſe of hope to thoſe that had him in 
hand; and to make ſhort, that 1 may not keep you longer in a narration , whichal. 
ready exceeds a reaſonable length, his youth and vigorous conſtittation'faved him, and 
inthe end leffened the danger wherein he had lien for many days. : Afſoon as the Phy- 
ſicians beg1n to give me aſfurance bfhis recovery, and that by the diminution of his 
feaver my confidence of it wasencreaſed , Irurned my thoughts to the ſertling of his 
minde in quiet; but not feeing the leaſt hope of it, while his fortune was ſuch, I took 
a reſolution fomerhing ſtrange , but worthy of the affeRion I bore my Maſter, and 
after having a while digeſted it, I came to his bedſide , and knowing that no body 
oyer-heard me, * Sir, ( {aid I) fince the Gods have ſo viſibly delivered you from a 
* death which without their particular aſſiſtance was infallibly verynear you , they 
* have without doubt thought of the eſtabliſhment of your life, and do now reſtore it 
© you, beyond the hopes of all thoſe that have looked to you in your fickneſs, to make 
*you languiſh ir out in misfortunes and diſaſters, You muſt live, bur you muſt live 

** happy, and to that end you muſt baniſh all _— that detain you in your preſent 
* miſery. Since Alexanders life is incompatible with yours, he muſtdye, and you muſt 
*loſe all thoſe conſiderations that may diſſwade you from a thought, in which alone 
* your ſafety is to be found, if the Queen loves you , her deſire to be intirely and 
* peaceably yours, will make her bearthat lofſe with patience, and ifſhe love you 
©not, the fear of diſpleaſing her ought not to be more conſiderable to you, then your 
* own life; yet to keep you clear from a crime , which you might believe you ſhould 
* commit in diſobeying her, Araxes will take that charge upon him , and this hand 
© ſhall free you from that enemy, beforeyour own be able to underrake it : If Ihe 
* ſo fortunate as to do youa ſervice of that-importance,1ſhall prefer my condition be- 
* fore that of any manalive, and if I periſh in the difficulty of that enterpriſe, I cannot 
* fall more gloriouſly, then in ſacrificing my life to the repoſe of him, to whom I have 
* wholly deyoted it. 

My Maſter having turn'd his head toward me while I ſpoke , caſt his arm abourmy 
neck , and embracing me a long time, Dear Araxes ( ſaid he) 7am ſo nearly obliged 
ro the fidelity of thy affettion , that thy conſideration alone is enough to make me deſire to 
tive ftill, that I may requite part of the good ſervices I receive from thee ;,, thy thoughts 
are moe penerons, then they are juſt ; and thou aveſt as much agree with mine in propoſing 
rhe death of Alexander , as thou croſſeſt them in offering thy ſelf to be the attor of it. Tet, 
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Alexinder hunSepens my -reaſun no ſooner yeturn'd to me xg din, but 1 decreed his. yuine ; 
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be ſhall aye " Conqueror of. the whole earth 4 but he ſpall dye anely by the hand of Oro< 
ondates. - / will ſtay no longer then till [ have recovered my. ftrerigth, and I will either oþ« 
lige Statira's affeition by givin her the means to ſatis fie what: ſhe owes me, of pmniſb her in- 
gratitude , by ſacrificing him before ber eyes , whom ſhe ought never to have fvt'd unto my 
prejudice ;, in thus deſpair whereimto ſhe has precipicared me , all conſiderations are extin- 
##1ped , .and. 1 am now quit, with both of them by ſo many attions in their favor ; and to 
their advantage, ._ 1 have paid Alexander all / was indebred to him., by fating his life 
which his beſt friends ſuffered him to loſe , and ſince it 1s deftruttive of mine, he ought not 
ro think it ſtrange , if I aſſawle it fairly, I vill zeither uſe poyſon, nor have recourſe to any 
ſhameful wayer, to ſend him out of this world, but I will divide the danger (0,that the great= 
ex ſhare ſhal{infallibly be mine-own. _ If Iptriſhin the enterpriſe; Statira, you ſhall for ever 
be delivered from the importunities of this miſerable mah, and you ſhall with tranquility en* 
Jo, that greatneſs for which you meanly have forſaken me. _ oat 
* He ſaid many things of chis nature, and knowing his humor, 1 perſiſted not to con- 
teſt with him about the Propoſition I had made. During the reſt of his ſickneſle, 
he perſevered in this reſolutton , and 1 know not whether it haſtned his cure, but in 
effeR by the cares of Barſina , and of thoſe that had him'in hand , he recovered his 
healch ſooner then wasexpeted , and left his bed two moneths after the dyy he ſick- 
ned, bug he was yet ſo weak, that of another whole one, .he was not ableto ride on 
horſeback, | _ , ir da ol: Eg 

| This Relation is too "Ong, Sir , but to come to a Coneluſion of it ; I willtellyou, 
that aſſoon as he had gotten ts ſtrength again, and that he found himſelf able to ex- 
ecute what he hadin his mind, he preparedfor his departure. But before he went 
from $/a, the diſquietneſsI felc for his misfortunes perſwaded me to conſult the plea- 
ſare of the Gods tor hinr, and for that purpoſe viſiting the Temple of Oroſmades, 


where famous Oracles are given, after I had made my prayer, on his bebalf, the Gad*- 


commanded us to ſeek'our repoſe upon the banks of EZ »phretes., and without giving 
me any other anſwer ſent me back , with ſome little hope and ſatisfaRion. -_ My Ma- 
ſter alſo was ſatisfied with it, and moving that Babylon, where Alexander then made 
hisabode, was ſituate upon that River , h 
the will of the God that ſent him whither he already bad deſign'd to.go. You may 
de pleaſed to diſpence with me, if 1omitco tell you whatpaſt at the paſting of my 
Prince andthe fair Barſina; you may eaſily judge your ſelf, that the ſence of her laſt 
obligations , together with the remembrance of ſo mapy former ones , put into his 
mouth the moſt acknowledging words , and the moſt hearty proteſtations of friend- 
ſhip he could deviſe, andthat he went not from her without expreſſing his trouble by 
many tears, | nt, 4 | 
A wholeday was ſpent in their farewels, and my Prince not having diſcovered his 
deſign unto Barſina, contented himſelf, with ſaying he would ſee her again ere long, 
and that he would not make his journey toward Scyrhia,' without taking leave of her 
once again, That good Princeſs was a little comforted with that promiſe; bur ſhe 
could not ſee him take horſe, without being extream ſorty, for his departure. Thus 
did we go from S»ſa, -and take our way towards Babylon; you may well enough ima- 
gine the thoughts that entertained my Prince during that Voyage, without my ſtand- 
Ing to, deſcribe them to you; he perſiſted ſtill in his laſt refolution , and his impati- 
ency haſtned him on fach manner , that the ſpeed of his horſes ſcarcely could ſuffice; 
ſometimes when he was moſt ſharply perſecuted with his remembrances, he could not 
fordear crying out , Thow ſhalt dye Alexander , thou ſhalt dye , and thow no longer ſpalt 
Poſſeſs her whom thou bindreſt me from poſſeſſing : his ſadneſs was Gminaaliyed by 
this thought ,- and the fierceneſs that + it was viſibly to be found in his coun- 


| Thusdid we paſs the time, till we arrived within three dayes journey 


ais enemy ; he heard that he ended his life inthearmes of hisfriends , — - 
_—_ F 


LIMI 


e heliev'd his jhtention was conformable to 


| of this place; | 
and when my Prince was moſt animated, -and moſt firmly reſoly'd upon the death of 
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the wickedneſs of ſomic.of his domeſticks; who were ſuſpeRed to have poiſoned him, 
Statiza was a'Widow , -hefreed of a rival, and the Earth depriv'd of the. greateſt man 
itever bore: In ſhort, thereit was we learnt that the great and vitorious Alexander 
was dead at Babylon three dayes before. | 

You will have much ado to believe, Sir , what now ſhall tell you ; Iknow you 
doubt not but that by all manner of reaſon , my Prince ſhould have rejoycedat this 
loſs, as the beſt fortune that could befall tum , for my part I confeſs] was-infinitel 
over-joyedatit, and was ready to have faln down upon my knees, torhank the 
for the mercy they had granted us, bur I ſaid my ſelf by confidering my Maſters 
countenance ; who after having held his eyes long fixt upon the ground, ſhed rears 
ſuddenly, and ſpoke words ſo far from ( whar in all probability ) one ſhould have loo- 
ked for, that I ſhould have ſuſpeRed any other ay hypocriſie and diſfimulation, 
bur I was fo well acquainted with his generoſity, that I queſtioned not the reality of 
his grief, but hearkned with admiration to the moan he made, forthe death of a man 
whom he was reſoly'd to kill, and which he oughtto have deſired as his own life. He 
enderſtood well enough what an m—_—_ tharloſs was to him , and I believe thatar 
firſt hearing he was touch'd with ſome ſenſe of joy , bur coming to refle& upon the 
admirable qualities of that deceaſed Prince, his noble ſoul was ſo moved with that re- 
' membragge, that it was impoffible for him to refuſe , what he believed due from all 
vertuous perſons to the memory of the greateſt man that ever was. This change of 
his affairs, made him alſo change his reſolution, and after he had paſſed the nightin 
the thoughts which that revolucion caus'd, we took Horſe afſoon as it was day, and 
proformie our Voyage: This report was confirmed unto us by all we met, and 
moreover we fieard the Diſpute that roſe among the Princes, abour the ſharing of his 

My Maſter being come within a Dayes journey of Baby, diſpatch'd Toxaris this 
ff ther , and with order to inform himſelf whar paſſed , and to inquire newes of Queen 
Statira , and bring him back word to þ place which he appointed him withinthree or 
four hours riding of that City, Toxaris parted from us, but he made us wait all the 
day following without heating from him, My Prince being in pain for his long ſtay, 
ſent Loxcates after him with the like Commiſſion. Loncates returned no more then 
be, and myPrince impatient of their delay, after having expected that whole dayal- 
"- ſo, weftthiae way himſelf, with an intentionto ſend me likewiſe, and to ſtay for my 
coming again, near the place where we met with you, and where after the newes 
which (in ſpite of che tears my Prince had ſhed ) had rais'd his hopes , and had made 
me believe, that we were forever gotten under ſhelter from the perſecutions of For- 
tune , we learnt from your mouth the faral Death of that great and vertuous Queen, 
for whom alone he had preſery'd the remnant of his life. 

Behold , Sir, (purfued Araxes, ſhutring up his Relation ) behold the end of my 
Prince his Adventures; if the courſe of them hath roncht you with admiration, the 
concluſion of them will without doubt touch =u with pity, and you will judge infak 
libly , that never vertue has been ſo perfetly tryed, thatperchance never man car- 
riedit to ſo high a point, and that Fortune never fixt herſelf ſo obſtinately to perſecute 
any man; ſhe never gratified him with any of her favors, butinſtantly ſhe was ready to 
throw him headlong into a bottomleſs pit of miſeries, and when affer an infinite num- 
ber of ſtorms, ſhe ſeem'd to have brought him into the Haven, there it was ſhe made 
him nd his ſhipwtack, and tuined hin by the atmoſt crofſe that ſhe could, and by the 
onely ore which he had not vettadund 

Araxes thus finiſhed this long narration, and Zyſmackrs whom the recical of fo 
many wonders had firucken with great admiration, after he had remain'd for ſome 
time-deeply-buriedina ſtady, lifting up his eyes _—_— Heaven, ©O Oroondates 
© (cryed he) the brayeſt of all men living ; thou Miracle both of our age, and ofalla- 
0 ges paſt; have I prolonged my miſerablelife, ro ſuffer withyon as] do, in the mi{- 
*fattunes of yours, and muſtI carry co thegrave the ſorrow I feel for the miſeriesof 
*fo divine a petfon? Wasnotthe conſideration ofmy own, ſtrong enoughto bring 

me 
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* me thither, and were not my owndiſaſters ſenſible enough, without the mixture of 
* yours? Certainly ( continued he, ws 909 Araxes ) if that fortune which fol- 
* [owed deceaſed Alexander with ſo much conſtancy and affeRion, had burdeclared 
* herſelf a little in favour of your gallant Prince, he would not onely have obſcured 
* his glory, and cur offthe courſe of his great ViRories, but alſo have blotted our of 
*the memory of men, the luſtre of all thoſe that went before him , and have ſub- 
« nitted all the habitable world to his Dominion. Alexander had no quality which 
* your Prince poſſeſſes not with all manner of advantages, and he appears ſo free from 
*all his.vices,and from all thoſe thar can give the leaſt blemiſh to his admirable vertue, 
* that only his misfortunes make us know him for a man, whom ſo many miraculous 
* aRions might with juſtice make to paſs fora God. 

' Lyſimachus would have faid more inthe affeRion that tranſported him , ifir had 
not been already night ; that conſideration made him return into the houſe, that he 
might not longer loſe his company, whoſe tranſcendent vertue had fo powerfully gai- 
_ him, and whoſe abſence he no longer could endure with patience, 
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F O you not believe, Calſts, that 'tisan inhu- 
2 maa thing to trouble the repoſe of the dead? 
? Andare you not ſatisfied, that by ceaſing to 
;} live, I ceaſe todiſpute with you for any ad- 
i vantage , unleſs you violate the priviledge 
of Tombs,and pul me from my grave, where 
I have reſted two thouland years, to draw homages,and ac- 
knowledgements from me, which hitherro I never;owed to 
any body?If chey jultly are condemn'd,whoby the words of 
conjuration call up ſpirits from the infernal ſhades, what do 
you expe for the violence you. uſe to me? For to ſay truth, 
fair Califts, 'cis you alonethat bring me back into the world, 
whence I departed ſo many ages ſince; andthe Empire you 
have over him who makes me live again, recalls me now out 
ofrhe dark, where my abode has been obſcure indeed, but ful 
of great tranquility. My former life was ſubje& to ſo many 
misfortunes, that che remembrance I ſtill retain of them 
makes me fear thisſ{econd,for which you cauſe me to be boen 
again; but it had likewiſe ſo many notable advantages, as [ 
cannot with juſtice complain of him that revives me,though 
he renew my griefs to publiſh my glory to the whole world 
the troubles of the Ape I liv'd io, tbe diſaſter of my. family 
and the brightnefs of chat flaming light which in few, years 
kindled 
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kindled almoſt all the Univerſe,did in part abate the luſtre 
of it; butchis neceſficy which your commands have impoſed 


uponthe Author of thy new life,makes me come forth from 


under ay-heap of arms, and of dead bodies, from under the 
ruines gf our houfe;.and from under the flames that conſu. 
med my-Country,todre(s my ſelf up again in my former or- 
naments,and to breath a more gentle air,& a more quiet life 
undegyour proteRAion. I agk you pardon therefore, O Calt- 


ſtazifmy firlt words expreſſed ſome reſentment againſt you, 


you ought to receive them,as coming from a perſon not yer 
well awake, and who having much ado to ſhake off a ſleep 
of twenty Ages, had not yettime enough to know who you 
were. Now that;by theþcams of your fatr eyes, this firſt 
clond oftny ſtill dizeling fighit is diffipated, & that you ap- 
pear ſuchto me,as I my ſelf appeared heretofore to my illu- 
ſtrious adorers , I come to wait upon you without murmu- 
ring, & f ſhould ſayT eftabliſh my retreat at your very feet, 
if _— France 1 did not know you are too generous, and 
too good, to require ſuch ſubmiſſions from a perfon of my 
ſex and_ quality.'. I wasa Woman as you are, I-was belo- 
ved by the greateſt Perſonages upon Earthas you are, and 
if I dare ſay to Califta, I was fair as you are; It is but by 
wy Authors example, I make this compariſon, he ſeems 
to have drawn my PiRure by your Face, andbecauſe heis 
born in an age toofar diſtant from mine,to recover my true 
image, he has painted me ſuch as you are in his heart,and he 
believed with a great deal of reaſon, that to be infinitely 
handfom , I muſt of neceffity reſemble you. He could not 
have form'd an Idea more advantageous ro mezand to ſay he 
has made me like Califla, is enoughto make known to all 
theEarth he has made melike the higheſt perfe&ion that can 
be found init. 'Theſeprayſes cannot be (uſpeRed of flat- 
tery , in the mouth of one who would be your Competi- 
tor, itſhe returned into the world, with any other intenti- 
on then to ſerve you;'tis with that deſign I have already told 
you the beginning of my adventure, and 'tis by your ex- 
preſs command, [am diſpolcd ro give you the continuati- 
on of them ; if a thouſand perſons whole ſatisfa&ion I re- 


gard'nor, do after you, finde either diverſion or tediouſneſs | 
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in them,let them chaak,or accuſe no body but your ſelf.But 
if your -Soveraign will enjoyn- my Author ſtill co%go. on 
with them,-give me leave, *Califi,, to do an office. below 
my {e16,'2nd to forget: both the greatneſs of , my birth, and 
the ſeverity of myfex, to imploce your favour to him ; if 
he be little worthy of your atffe&ion, he is alſo but Ktle 
confident to beg it 3; and beſides your commands reduce 
him to 2 necelllicy of deſiging ſome relief. Iris very hard 
for him ih the viokegceofthe Paths. he ſuffehs, to deſcribe 
the paſſions of others pleafingly ; andit is juſt you ſhould 
conſider both the greatneſs of his reſpe&, and the dignity 


of the perſon that intercedes fot him, © « :« 
V } EF | 
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Any wonder at tbe title of this Work, and ſearch 
for this CASSANDRA, of whom there 1s 
ſcarce ſo much as alight menttonmade in the firſt 


parts : but if they bawe the patience to wart for 
the Concluſion of theſe adventures, they ſhall finde ber tobe s 
perſon conſiderable enough to grve them her name, As for other 
matters , ſech neither for Sciente, nor fine Diſcourſe, perchance 
thou ſhalt find aeither in this Piece; and I may ſay nnfeignedly 
it is written with too little pains, or rather with toolutle care, 
to hepe for any thing ftudy:d, or delicate in it. In what I write 
( after my obedience to an abſolute command } my only aim is to 
divert my ſelf ; 1 find no other advantage in this employment, 
and I am wery far from pretending glory from athing which | 
bawe not ewn'd, and which I will forſake when I can no lor< 
ger diſavow it. 1thinknewvertheleſs, though other beauties be 
wanting init ,one ſhall at leaſt find few things that thwart either 
probability or decency ; nay, to that degree, that 1 fiad moſt 
difficulty to accommodate thoſe paſſages to a likelibood, which 
are really in the HiStory. Me thinks it dors not ill mingled 
with Romance; and of thoſe accidents that are feign' d, there 
are not many inwhich I could be contradified if I would make 
them paſs for true, T ſay notbing concerning the faults eſcaped 
in Printing, the firſt Part is full of them, and 1 believe 1his 
will be but little better, 
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BOOK I. - 


Les RAY ES Diſcourſe made ſuch an _— in Lyſimachas that 
2% he looked upon Oroondates as a ; and conſidering by what 
gallant proofs his vertue had ſhewed ir ſelf , he could hardly 
imagine how the Gods had endowed one man with ſo many ad- 
mirable qualities. After that by a thouſand expreſſions, and 
YR 9 2 thouſand endearments full of reſpe&t and affe&ion, he had 
ae tcltified how much the Relation of his life had wrought upon 
| him , he retiredinto hisChamber , and going to bed', imploy- 
elthe beſt part ofthe night, (which his griefs would not ſuffer him to ſpendin ſleep ) 
in the remembrance of thoſe wonderiul events which Araxes had recounted to 
him, 

Aſſoon as it was day, he left both his Bed and Chamber, and going out of the 
Houſe, took his walk in the neighbouring Wood, which he had dedicated to the en- 
tertainment of his ſorrowfull thoughts. Scarce did he perceive the firſt beams of the 
riſing Sun ſhine through the boughes, but he turn'd away his eyes , cither through 
ſhame to enjoy its light, after the loſſes he had fuſtain'd, or through anger to ſee 
that Witneſs. of his paſt Felicities,” and of the change of his preſent Fortune, When 
he had held them a while fixt upon the ground, on a ſudden lifting chenwup'to that 
glorious Star ; Divinity of Perſia (cryed he ) is ir poſſible rhos ſhouldeſt appiar with- 
out a Cloud, and that thou ſronldeſft wear no morning for thy moſt illuſtrions Adortrs, 
«nd for the muſt worthy perſons thou ever ſhinedf# upon? Art thon then alone unſenſible, 
and diſ-mtereſted in theſe ſtrange revolutions , in which the whole pyorld is ſo much con- 
cem'd? O what a viſible mark of thy Dwvinity 1s this imipaſſible natuye of thine in this 
encounter ! And how powerfully does the inconſtancy of onr eftate , and the immummiability 
of thine , perſwade thoſe that are leaſt touched with ſenſe of Religion , that th axt really 
4 God ! | | 

He reaſoned thus with himſelf, and walking ſoftly under the Trees, he ſtrove by 
Diſcourſes of the ſame nature, to engage in his fortune , all the objects char preſen- 
ted themſelves unto his ſight, Then after thoſe firſt motions, which made him blind- 
ly talk to things inſenſible, he made a long refleRion uponallthe paſt accidents of his 
life ; and running lightly over the firſt of them , he ſtuck upon che laſt with ſo _ 
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2rief and reſentment, that the remembrance of his misfortunes was like to have made 
tim loſe a life which his misfortunes themſelves had rot t: ken away, Bis deep mu- 
ſing led him before he was aware, near the River fide, and when he thought leaſtot 


any ſuch thing, he ſaw himſelf cloſe by a man who had newly alighted under thoſt 


Trees,and who having left his horſe with the Squire that waited on him,wz1ked up and 
down with an intention like to his. This encounter made Lyſmacks lift up his eyes; 
aud fixing them upon the Strangers face, he in it obſerved ſuchadmirable features, as 
made him remember he had ſeen him ſomewhere elſe. This thought cauſing him 
to look earneſtly upon him , he quickly knew it wzs the ſame Strnger whom he had 
met at the Temple of Ape//o, with whom he had long diſcourſed , and withwhom 
the Oracle had been contuſedly pronounced co him, This Stranger who had dearly 
preſery'd the 7dea of Lyſimachus , knew him alſo as cafily, and having accoſtedbim 
very civilly, =_ embraced each other with much affeRtion, and ſhewed as much joy 
for that unexpected meeting , as the remembrance of their misfortunes wotild fuffer 
them. They renewed their kindneſſes many times, with as great demonſtrations of 
friendſhip, as if they had been eſtabliſhed many years, ſo ſtrong are the charmes of 
Vertue to make it ſelf beloved , and fo eaſily do thoſe Perſons that bear its marks diſ- 
cern one another, and ſeperate themſelves from the common, by that powerful cha- 
rater it hath imprinted on them. Lyſimaches after thoſe words of civility, poke thus 
unto the Stranger : know net, Sir , what Fortune detains you ſtill in theſe parts, which 


I thought you had forſaken ,, but whatſoever it be, 'tis a great advantage to me , ſince 1 ' 


thereby reap a happineſs , which 1 hoped not for , and which I receive as a moſt eſpecial 
favour from the Heavens. : 

The Stranger obliged by theſe civilities, replyed, * If at ourfirſt encounter, the 
* company ofa man , whoſe misfortunes have made him ofa ve unpleaſing humour, 
* hadbeento be endured, ' I would not have left you, and whatſoever hecetlity of af 
© fairs had called me otherwhere, 1 would have deferred the execution of them, rather 
* then haveparted from ſo vertuous a perſon, 

T his good opinion you expreſs , ( anſwered Lyſimachus ) z« ſo glorious tome, that if 
you have it really , I eſteem my ſelf exceeding happy, and exceeding well recompenced for 
the ſrong paſſion I have to honour you , both through my knoWwleage of your worth, and 
through a moſt powerful inclination. After theſe paſſages , and many others of like 
nature, the Stranger willing to yu Lyſimachus an account of his abode inthat Coun- 
trey; * Thecauſe ( faid he ) of my ſtay upon the banks of this River is without doubt 
© the fame. that detains you alſo, and the command we received together from the 
© Gods, to wait their pleaſure upon the banks of E aphrates, keeps me {till here in ſome 
* hope, that their goodneſsto me is not abſolutely extinguiſh | 

May the ſame Gods, ( replyed Lylimachus ) whows you ſerve ſo religiouſly, and whoſe 
part you took ſo zealouſly at onr laſt meeting , make your Fortune equal to your Vertne, 

and I proteſt to you by thoſe Powers themſelves , my heart Will then be as truly touch'd 
with a paſſion whereof I no longer thought _—_— , 44 it could be by the recovery of thoſe 
happineſſes I have loft, The Stranger highly obliged by the Crates of this Dif 
courſe, caſting his armabout Lyſmachss his neck, made anſwer, © You know me ſo 
* little, that I cannot but blame your goodneſs, which makes you ſo eaſily grant your 
* friendſhip to one that has not deſerved it, and who could not juſtly hope Br it, but 
'by the knowledge ( which you cannot yet haye ) ofthat which he really bears to 


u, 

*T ss true, (ſaid Lyſimachus ) 7 am yet ignorant of your name and birth, but your Ver- 
twe diſcovers it ſelf by ſuch viſible marks , and the Gods have accompanied it with ſo ma- 
ny graces of nature , that 7 cannot be accuſed of lightneſs foy having given my ſelf entirely 
to you , without requiring a more particular knowledge of what you are ;, not but that the 
intereſt 1 now take in you, makes me long infinitely to learn a name Which muſt needs be 
very famous ; but I will alwayes regulate my aefires according to the will of thoſe that are 
fo confuderable to me as your ſelf, and I Will never exalt proof sof friendſhip from my friends, 
Which may either be troubleſome, or prejudicial to them. 

The Stranger coming out of a little Study , in whichthis Diſcourſe had butied _, 

lifte 
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lifted up his head , and looking upon Zymachns , * Your fatisfaRon (aid he) ſhall 
ever be ſodearto me , | thatI can receive no trouble by being made acquainted wi 
*your deſires; and though indeed finceI came intothis Countrey I never diſcover 
*my ſelf co any body , I ſhall make no difficulty for your ſake, ro break a reſolution 1 
* had taken onely tor ſuch as are leſs conſiderable to me then your ſelf. - I was bor" 
© in one of the Provinces, which heretofore were ſubje&tto Darizs, of Parents'verY 
© noble, bur very unfortunate ; force and invaſion having made them loſe the Crowns 
* their Anceſtors had worn, my name hath gone ſo lictle out of thoſe Countries where 
* I have paſs'd my dayes, that I believe it hath not yer reach'd your ears , andTknow 
*[ ſhall learn you nothing of my life, when I-ſhall tell you Tam call'd-Ar/acer. The 
Stranger would have gone on, when Lyſmachsc interrupting him at the name of A+ 
ſaces , What? (faid he, ſtepping back a little, and looking intentiyely upon him ) Are 
you that valiant Arſaces , whoſe name reſounded ſo londly through all Europe, who de- 
feated Arimbas with his Forces, and reſtored peate to Scythia by ſo many fignal Vitte- 
ries ? "yy | | 

The Stranger ſhewing ſome aſtoniſhment at this difcourſe , anſwered Lyſmachus 
very modeſtly : ©I did not believe that ations of ſo ſmall momentas mine ate, had 
*croſs'd the Countries which ſeparate us from thoſe where they were done; bur ſince 
© notwithſtanding the ſteightneſs of them they have come unto your hearing, 1 will 
©confeſs to you, I am that ſame Ar/aces , who had the honour to comtnand the 
*King of Scythias Army , when Arimbas entred upon his Territories, and when'the 
* juſtice of his cauſe gave us the victory over him, 

Lybmachss at this Diſcourſe embracing him with great affeRion, 7 eaſily gmeſſed, 
(faid he ) that ſome illuſtrious perſon was hid under ſo handſome an outſide; po what we 
have heard of your marvellous attions , has ſuch conformity with thoſe marks of greatneſs 
which ſhine viſibly in you, that the ſight of you ſtrongly perſmades me to believe all that hath 
been told me concerning them, 

Arſaces was going to reply in theſe words, with a like civility,when he washindre& 
by a noyſe, which made them turn their heads; and caſting their eyes towards that fide 
where they had heard it, they faw a Cavalier ofa more than ordinary ſtature, arrhet 
at all points, who came riding toward them full ſpeed. How great ſoeyer his haſte 
ſeemed to be , by the diligence he uſed , and by the wiftneſle of his horſe, 'he made 
+ſtop when he came nearthem, and addrefling himſelf ro' Ayſaces his Squire, asked 
him the way to Babylon; and the Squire having ſhew'd it him ,” he ſpurr'd'on at the 
fame rate as before, and was a great way from them in a moment. The Beaver of 
his Helmet wasup, and Zyſmachus having hadtitne to obſerve his face , 'fawthar he 
was a man of very cool preſence. Bur Axrſaces had ſcarce caſt higeye upon him, 
when knowing him by the ſtrong /dea which was ingravenin his heart, he changed 
colour twice or thrice in aninſtant, and by a general trembling ſh ewed the greatnſs 
of his aſtoniſhmenc and ſurpriſe z but getting ſuddenly out of it, by reaſon of the 
neceſlity that forced him to ſhake 1t off, Great Gods | ( cryed he, very fiercely ) behold 
the beginning of the performance of your promiſes ! With theſe words, calling for his horſe 
and Cask he hardly allowed himſelf time to take leave of Lyſmachs, and beſeeching 
him in a few words to pardon the important neceſſity which conſtrain'd himto leave 
him for a while, he buckled his Cask;, and vaulting upon his horſe, gave a looſe inthe 
track of him thac was paſt by , with.ſo much ſpeed and fury., ' that thoagh the other 
was ſo ſurpris'd at his precipicate departure , he had not the leiſure to offer him 
tis aſſiſtance, and beinga faot ,. and unarm'd, he knew he was not in a condition to 
follow him ,. wherefore judgi that.chough he ſhould return unto Polemons houſe to 
furniſh himſelf, he could not be able to reach them who made away ſo ſwiftly, he 
ſtood till with his armes acroſſe,, and quickly loſing theminthe duſt that roſe from. 
their horſes feet, he was very ſenſibly troubled at that accident. Theſight and 
knowledge of Arſaces had produced in him a moſt powerful effeR; and having vowed 
hima firm andreal friendſhip,he was much a ſo ſuddena ſeparation. This hin- 
dred him from walking there any langer , ſo he turned iritothe houſe , meaning ve 
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tell his r to Orvendates. With'this deſign, and that of ſecing him, he wentins 
to his Ch ,where he found him inreaſonable good health, and Aminias aflured 
him that withina few dayes be would be able to leave hisbed. Zyſmachas drawing 


near unto him, bade him good morrow with his wonted affeRion, and after having * 


enquired, how he did, he related to him his encounter with Ar/aces, and ſpoke of 
him in, tcarms which diſcoyered theardent friendſhip he already had conceived to. 
ward him. Oroondates. was ſurpriſedat rhat adventure , and thinking upon the obli. 
gations his Country had yntothatman , he wiſh'd himſelf in a condition to ſerve him 
ia his affairs. | 7 bil! 110 

He asked Th Oat pot 4 queſtions concerning him, and ſeeing with what Prai- 
ſes be extolled his good. qualities, he ſaid to him witha forced ſmile, If al that have 
ſeen and-canverſed with Arlaces in Scythia, ſpoke not of him as you doe , and publiſhed 
not the (e Wonders of him which you have obſerved, 1 ſhould be jealous of the friendſpip you 
expreſſe, toward him , fearing it might perchance maks me loſe 4 part of that you have pro- 
miſed me; but truly I have heard ſo much good of him , that I think not that ſtrange, I 
have beard. from you. I knew not what occaſion can have brought him into theſe Coun- 


tries , wor which way he has eſcaped ont of the impriſonment wherein he was detain'd by the 


King my Father, but. I receive ſome conſolation , in this beginning which the Gods have 
given to. the accompliſhment of their promiſes, By his encounter of that Stranger , after 
Whons he made ſuch haſte, he concerves that they are working his repoſe , and you know the 
Gods. promiſed it us together , and that they declared their wills and intentions to us by the 
ſame Oracle, | | RN 

<1 hope you will quickly be able (replyed Lyſimachus ) to aflilt in it your ſelf, and 
©the health they are now reſtoring you is a great ſtep to what we wait for from the 
© Heavens. | In the mean time 1willinſtrut you in the condition our Enemies are in, 
© and after your knowledpe'of that, we will conſider what courſe we ſhould take in our 
© revenge. Jnot only deſire that information from you ( anſwered Oroonaates ) but if you 
remember the promiſe you made:me, I demand the recital of your adventures which you are 


engaged to, both by your word , andby the intereſt 1 take tn all that converns you , ſince 


brſodes that which friendſaip' gives me in yours , my own art likewiſe intermmgled with 
them, and 1 from you may learn ſome particulars of my Princeſſes life, whith hitherto have 
ny -diidedloader ) cnn 

© I am--willing to ou (r Lyſmachss) a on is Diſcourſe be 2 
© moſt ſenfible renewing of my griefs , twill ſtrive to bear it, both to give you ſatiſ. 
*fa&ion., and ro acquaint you with things, which itis very juſt you ſhould know. Ar 
theſe words he made a ſtop, and _—_ down upon the bedſide, after having 
thought a while upon what he. had to ſay, he began his Story on this manner ; 


EC IC 


The Hiſtory of 
"'LYSTMACHUS, 
A tough my birth perhaps is not emknownto you, I will tell you, not only that 
I 


rn a Prince among the Aſacedonians , butthat Tam ofthe ſame blood 
with deceaſed Alexander ; that Philiphis Father and Amintas which was mine, were 


Couſen germans; and that my Grandfacher worethe Crown , which byright ofel- 


derſhip deſcended upon Philips Father. I will not entertain you with the parciculars 
of an infancy which had nothing conſiderable but my education with Alexandrr. 
TherankT held in Maredonia, as one of the neareſtto the Crown, obliged King Phi- 
kp to eauſe me to be bred np with his ſon, and Prince Amintas my Father contribu- 


ted all that depended '6n him, torepair my defects of nature, by the induſtry of the . 


Maſters he provided for me, I was five or ſix years younger then Alexander , which 
hindred me from hearing the Lectures of Ariſtotle che Phyloſopher , under whom 
he had already profited very much, LeforeT had reaſon and ſolidiry enough to draw 

any 
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any b-nefit from the inſtruttions of that learned man : Butin requital, the wiſe Cat 
/ifh-nz5 rook care to read to me, and us'd his endeavours to form my manners accor- 
ding to vertue and to the true Philoſophy , whereby if 1 was not bertered; I ought 
only to accuſe the perverſiry of mine own nature. The ſyme care was taken, to make 
me expercin all exerciſes of the body, and [ may ſay without yanity, that with facili 
tv enough, 1learn'd all things fit and neceſſary tor a perſon of my quality. I was not 
above fourteen years 01d, when a) Fang me with him to the liege of Zizantium ; 
where Alexander ſerved his apprentiſhip, under the moſt prudent 2nd moſt politick 
Commander of all thoſe that were before his time, and I was not above (ixteen when 
I departed with him, ro bear him company in his Expeditions, My Father was dead- 
a few months before, and chough my kindred us'd ſome endeayours to keep me {till 
wich them, my love to the King, and the defire of glory, which began already to be 
kindled in my hears, carried it from all their intreaties, and conſiderations of m 

ouch, which was the only c+uſe of all chetr apprehenſions. 1 left Aacedonia then 
wich the King, who as young as I was, made ſome accbunt of me, and had already 
puc me in the rank ot Ptolomezs, Hepheſtion, Craterus, and of thoſe other Princes who 
were molt dear, and moſt conſiderable to him. Since it is an abridgement of my life 
alone which you require, you will diſpence with me if I relate not that of Alexander, 
with which mine has always been interwoven, and beſides, not __—_ neceſlary to 
repeat the les remarkable parricularities, I will paſs over all events that hapned to 
me before chat fatal hour, wherein I begin to love. And I may aſſure you with 
truch, ch 'r at chac unh*ppy moment; I began a new life, and that the importance of 
thoſe 1ccadents which have befallen me ſince, hath blotred out of my remembrance 
all thi my heart wasable to feel in a condition of indifferency, and tranquility, TI 
will not therefore ſay any thing ot Alexanders progreſs in Greece, of the Siege of 
Thebes, nor of the deteat of the Triballian., which were the beginnings of our Con- 
quelts, Neither will 1 entertain you with our p-ſT ge into Aja, nor the famous 
Bartel of Granicus, where the King, with to much danger of his own perſon, gave 
ſo many proofs of an admir»ble valour. You have ſufficiently learn'd his marvellous 
ſucceſſes, »fter chat noruble Victory, the _ ofallthe Towns upon the Sea-ſide, 
his proceedings upon the Coalt of Pamphilie, the Conqueſt of Phryg:a, of the Py- 
fidians, and of Cappadreia, in els time then others would have needed ro run through 
them, and the reft of thoſeg1ſſ-ges which we relared ro you , during your ſtay at 
Bir/a, unrill chat bloody barrel of. 73, where your ſelf did things that oughe never 
to periſh in the memory of man, the greatneſs of which aQions did in ſome ſort 
mke -mends tor che cowardiſe of ſo many rhouſ:nds, whom ſo glorious an example 
could not animate to their own defence. It was that fatal day I was a loſer aswell 
as Darius ,, and being of the victorious party, was perchance the only man who was 
conquered, and the only man who lamented his misfortune, while the whole Camp 
reſounded with ſongs of triumph and rejoycing. 

After a thouſand ſpeRacles of deſolation and cruelty, which uſw-[ly accompa 
defeats of that nature, the Sun was beginning to decline, when being engaged ich 
a thouſand horſe which | commanded, in che purſuit of certain Perſians, by whoſe 
refiltance we were exaſperated,] chanced to meet Parmenio,returning unto the Camp, 
with the Queens and Princeſſes of Perſi priloners, This prize begin already to be 
divulged there, and the confirmation I received of it by this encounter, touched me 
forth time only with compaſſion, and with ſome conſiderations of humane miſery, 
upon occaſion of ſo remarkable an example. Parmemo reſpeRted me enough, to give 
me liberty to draw near the Chariots in which they were. 1 wasinvited toit by cu- 
riolity, and by thedeſire of doing ſuch ſervicesto thoſe illuſtrious perſons in their 
misforrunes, astheir preſent condition could expeR from one of my quality. Thoſe 
that wee about che Chariots made way for me to come upto them, and when I was 
neer enough to bet:kennotice of by the Queens, and Princeſſes, 1 falured them with 
all the humility, which che greatneſs of their birth could require from the me:neſt of 
their ſabje&ts. They rerurn'd my ſalutation , andI conſidering their faces, obſerved 


in the countenance of the Queens, and particularly of Sy/gambrs, more Sy 
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then the change ofcheir fortune ought in probability to have allowed them Thar 
oreat Queen ſcemetl to Have received that blow trom Heaven withoutbeing moved 
at icbur-the Princeſſes in whom age had. not yet ſertledrhat firmneſs of minde, ex- 
prefſed their griefs morefreely, and by their tears whichr:n down from their fair 
eyes, conform'd thertiſelves to the ftate of rheir prefent condition, .This obj< tou. 
ched me with a compaflion which it was 'impoſlible formeto diſſemble any longer; 
and receiving the impreſſion of that deſolation which appeared in them, had no trou- 
ble to conipoſe my countenance to ſuch a ſadneſs as decency required in that occaſi. 
on.  Ithought my ſelf engaged rotry'if 1 could ſweeten their ſorrows by ſome words 
of conſolation, and make them judge by the opinion'I ſhould give them of the firſt 
' Macedonians they met withall,that they were not fallen into the hands of barbarous 
people, "and that their Captivity ſhould nor be fo difficult to be born, as they per- 
chance had apprehended. | n ; 

For this parpoſe, drawing neer to 2ueen S7ſgambrs, | ſpoke to herin the Perſian 
Tongue which 1 had learnt in Macedmia, and which 1 had perfected ſince my coming 
into Perſia: Madam, id I, riding along by her Clarior, and bowing down through 
reſpeR; ro the very ſaddle bow ) if your Majeſty wilt vouchſafe to hearken to thoſe whom 
their duty, and the misfortunes of War have made Enemies to your family, and Who by 
theſe crntt reaſons tor contributed to your unhappineſs, I ſpall compre you, not to ap- 
prehend your Captivity otherwiſe then by the abſence of your friends, and to believe, only 
that inconveniency ſhall 'miake you find you are a priſoner”, 1 am ſnſſiciently acquainted 
with the Kings vertae,to vive you this aſſurance on his behalf, and I have convers d enomgh 
with rhe Macedonians, t0 affyre you alſo that the preſence of your 7Majeſties will imprint 
a wi reſpett in their hearts, and give you the ſame authority among them, as among the 
Perſians, © | 

The ®ueen having inform'd her ſelf of my quality by ſome of them that were about 
her, or having conjeRured ir by the honours they paid me, turning toward me with 
much civility,replyed ; ''* 1f among the AZacedonians we find many like your felt, our 
* Caprivity will be much more ſapporcabſe then we hoped for ; and if forcune reſtore 
* us notthar liberty ſhe hath deprived-us of, we will endeavour to ſweeten the loſs of 
*it, by the hope of fuch'uſage as is wone to be received from vertuous perſons, I con- 
feſs ro you, that while Fy/7ambis ſpoke on this manner, my conſtancy was leſs then 
hers, and that though the bi ought forth theſe words without tears, *rwas not with 
out great difficulty that withheld mine. 

After ſome diſcourfes of the ſame nature, which 1 had with the Queen her daugh- 
ter inlaw, leavingPaxmenio to entertain them, I went to the Chariot of the Princeſ. 
ſes; the luſtre of their admirable beauty dazled me at firſt, and ſorrow appeared in 
their countenances with ſo many charms, and ſo many advantages, that they ſeemed 
to have borrowed anextraordinary addirion from it. The Princeſs Srarira's right 
arm lay upon her ſiſters ſhoulder,and the Princeſs Pariſatis leaning one of her cheeks 
againlt Sratira's face, their tears mixt themſelves confuſedly with ſuch a grace, that in 
chat aimable diſorder, wherein love languiſhed with pity, ſadneſs appeared in its 
chiefeſt triumph , their necks were almoſt quite uncovered rather through the injury 


which in the violence of their grief, their fair handshad done their apparel, then 


through any affected deſire, to et forth their excellent beauties co our view ; their 
' hair by the ſame violence was half untied, flowing upon their cheeks and ſhoulders, 
and the brightneſs of Pariſatis treſſes mingled it ſelf in the blackneſs of Sratiras, 
with ſuch a pleaſing confuſion, thatthe eye of the minde loſt it ſelf inthe care of un- 
mixing them.They did not ſo much as caſt an eye upon any obje& about them, but l- 
miting their looksto one another,ſeemed wholly taken up in the conſideration of their 
diſaſters. The little heed they'took of me,gave me liberty to obſerve them carefully; 
and conſidering them asthen, only with eyes of admiration and reſpeR, though I 
found ſomthing extraordinary within my ſelf, yer did 1 ſettle no judgment, nor frame 
any deſign, only I infer*d by what felt under my ſenſe, that thoſe two fair afHicted 
Ladies, were the two moſt beautiful perſons / ever the Gods created, I rode a 
long ume bythe (ide of their Chariot, before they deigned to caſt their eyes upon = 
X an 
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and aſſoon as ever they turned them toward me, I ſaluted them withthe ſame ſubmi(. 
ſion I had ſhewed unto the Queens, but they return'd my falutation with ſolanguiſts- 
ing a faſhion, and put themſelvesagain in their former poſture, with fo little hkeli- 
hood of raking farther notice of me, that I had notthe courage to ſpeakto them, and 
incerrupt their filent entertainment. | | 

We marchr on this, till we cameto the entry of our Camp, 'and though the day 
was ſo far ſpent, that there was hardly light enough left to diſcern any thing, the 
firſt obje that preſented itſelf anto their ſight, redoubled, their grief with fo great 
violence, that we believed it would have killed rhem , it was King Darixs his Charior 
which he had quitted, retiring himſelf with hisbow, and part of his Armes. This 
fight perſwaded the Princefles he was dead, and then it was-they fill'd the aire with 
Funeral cries, and ſuch ſad groans, that the moſt barbarous' of our Soutdiers were 
thereby deeply touch'd with compaſſion; they pronounc'd Darizs hisname aloud,and 
ſent forth imprecations againſt us, which made us judge thar this laſt affliction procee- 
ded from ſome other cauſe then a Caprivity,which chey began already to ſupport with 
more moderation, I addreſſed my ſelfto one of their women, and asking her the 
reaſon of thoſe new lamenrations, I learn'd: that they were caus'd only by the meet- 
ing of that Chariot, and by their belief that the maſter of ir had periſh'@ with his 
Forces. I was deſirous to free them from that fear, and being confident Dayizes was 
neither ſlain, nor priſoner, and that he had lefthis Chariot onely ro ſave himſelf on 
horſeback ; I ſuffered them no longer to continue in that apprehenſion, wherefore 
drawing neer the Princeſs Pariſatis, and having often beleeched her to hear me, 
Madam, (aid 1 ) be whoſe loſs you bewail, is in ſafety, and I proteſt to you with trath, 


'that King Darius is neither dead, nor priſoner. 


The Princefles ſettled themſelves a little attheſe words, and Pari/atrs looking up- 
on me, with eyes wherein-rthrough grief, one might ſee ſome beams of joy. break 
forch, © Whoſoever youare{ faid the ) thar comforts us in'our affliftions, with' this 
*welcome news, may the gods be pleaſed to recompence yoo for it, but Theſeech you 
* flatter not our ſorrows by a deceipt which would only ſerveta prolong, and aggra- 
*vate them. She ſpake thefe words with ſuch a grace and Majeſty, thattrom char fa- 
tal moment, 1 felt ſuch inward motions, as compaſſion alane could not .ſtir. upin my 
heart, anddeſirins to draw her out of that doubt whetein, ſhe fill remained, Par- 
meni» and I confirm'd what I had faid, with ſo many proteſtatious, that their fear 
begin to vaniſh, and their cries to ceaſe. 

In the mean time they alighted from their Chariots, and Parmenio conducting 
them into certain Tents, where he continued to guard them, 1 went to wait upon 
the King, and give him account of ſo important a prize ; I' found him in Darizs his 
Tent, andin the Bath which that King had cauſed to be prepared to waſh himſelf af- 
terthe Battle, bur Alexander fill'd his room, and having from, me learnt the arrival 
of the Priſoners, he commanded Leonatss to go and vifirthem from him, and encou- 
rage them to hope for all manner of civility, and good uſage; 'then givingus leave to 
wichdraw and refreſh our ſelves after the toils we had undergone, every, one retired 
unto his Tent to take his reſt. When was in bed, the paſſagesof the day came into 
my memory, and calling to minde the face, and words of Pariſatis,l found fomething 


| about myheart, which I was not wont to feel, -and was troubled with Fr wk of 


which I had never been ſenſible before. Beſides the effe& which her face had produ- 
ced in my foul, the ſweetneſs of her words had penetrated into it with ſo delight. 
tula ſound, and her looks had made fo deep an impreſhon there, that I'perceiv'd 
my inclination to lean rather toward her, then the Princeſs her ſiſter, , I ſpent pareof 
the nightin very pleaſing 1dea's; and my love not being yet ſtrong enough to torment 
me with any violence, {trove to deceive me, by diſgwfing it ſelf underthe vail of 
compaſſion, till its forces were encreaſed to ſuch a height, that it might declare i 
ſelf, with chat tyranny, which fince it hath praRtiſed upon me.” . Nor. but that the 
Princeſs Pariſatis was capable to ſtir up paſſions moſt violent, evenin their,very birth, 
but 1 12d ſeen her fo little, and till that day, had found fo little diſpoſition in my Heart 
to foreg9 its liberty, thac Ithink'irnot ſtrange if atthat firſtmoment, her-beauty did 
B b not 
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not ſettle ſo abſolute an Empire over it,as her admirable qualities have ſince eſtabliſh- 
ed there, for the remainder of my life. - 

The next day, the King went to viſit them himſelf, and ſeeing me at his making 
ready inthe morning with many others, Cowſes ( faid he ) fince you are already known 
to theſe Princeſſes, 1 mean you ſhall facilitate my acceſs to them ; go I pray you, and 
diſpoſe them to ſuffer my viſit, and prepare them for the ſight of a man, to whom Without 
queſtion they bear little friendſhip. 1 received this command very joyfully,and ſeeing 
that the King was almoſt ready to go our of his Tenr, I went to theirs, whither { 
would notenter without being introduced by their command. Aſſoon as 1 had oþ- 
rained permiſſion to ſee them, I was ledinto the Chamber where they were toge. 
ther, and having humbly ſaluted them, I acquainted them with the Kings coming, 
and the charge he had given me. Syſgambis who was a wile diſcreet Princeſs, re- 
ceived my diſcourſe with much civility, and by her words expreſled a great ſenſe of 
the honour the King intended them. He came in preſently after, and brought He- 
pheſtion with him, having out of reſpe& left all the reſt of his attendants at the door, 
Hepheſtian as you know [4 wr his heart moſt abſolutely, and certainly notwith. 
ſtanding what has paſle between us, I muſt give this teſtimony,to truth, that the 
King amongſt all his Followers, could not have choſen a man more worthy of his 
favour; You have ſeen him enough to remember that he was perfeRtly well taſhior- 
ed,and that in valour, wit, and gracefulneſs, he yielded to none among all the 11 
cedonians ;, be had a great dexterity in managing the Kings will, and uſed his for- 
tune with him ſo well, that it was never ſhaken, His ſtature being taller, and his 
garb more majeſtick then Alexanders , S7hgambis at firſt took him to be the King, 
and caſting her ſelf at hisfeer, paid him what ſhe beliey'd was due from a Captive to 
her Conquerer, and her Maſter , bur 1g ro ſtepping back with a great deal of 
modeſty, ſhewed her the King, and by his ation made her perceive her miſtake, $yþ- 

ambjs thought ſhe had committed a very great error, andto obtain the Kings par- 
Won forit, kneeled downagain with her daughters, beſeeching him to excuſe the ig- 

norance of a woman, who bad never had the happineſs to fee him. Alexander ra 
ſig her up with much reſpet, Tou were not at all deceived, Madam, ( aid he ) for be 
indeed is my ſecond jel 

After thathe comforted her with the kindeſt words civility and generoſity could 
furniſh him withall, and by aſſurances of the ſame uſage ſhe could receive from Dari- 
#5, Their grief was ſomething abated by that hope, and the King who would not 
make his firſt viſit too long, confirm'd his promiſes again, and went out of their Tent, 
teaving themas well ſatisfied as they could be in their misfortune. He kept his word 
exatly which he had giventhem, and from that very day gave order to ſettle their 
honſhold again acording to the greatneſs of their quality, to furniſh chem with 
thoſe Officers they wanted, and with guards for their perſons, reſtoring them all 
that ſplendor which their Captivity ſeem'd to have taken away, Inthis interim my 
condition was very much changed, and that ſecond ſight of Pari/atis, had fo weak- 
ned my heart, that it was no longer able to defend it ſelf, nor to avoid thoſe mortal 
wounds, which 'it hath ſo dearly conſerved, and whereof it neither can nor wil 
be cured but by the end ofmy lifealone, Sorrow appeared ſo charming in the coun- 
tenance of that fair proſtrate Lady, and her eyes though full of water, threw ſuch 
fiery piercing dartsat me, that being quite diſcharged with love and compaſſion, I 
went forth with the King in ſuch a perplexity, that Ihad much adoe to know where 
I was. WhenlI was gotten into my Tent, that Idea cameyet more ſtrongly into my 
remembrance, and notwithſtanding all the attempts I made to blot it out, my paſſion 
being whetted by that difficulty, aſſaulted me with greater violence, and ſeem'd to in- 
flame itſelf with anger, at the reſiſtance I made againſt an affeQion that was ſo glo- 
rious to me. Doeſt thou defend thy ſelf ſo obſtinately ( aid love )) againſt the beanty of 
Pariſatis, and maſt the maſt accompliſhed of all creatures have ſo mach adoe to intro 
duce her ſelf into thy heart ? Deſt thou think thou canſt owe thy liberty, for which 
thou feragg/ef ſo undecently, to a more fair or mere illuſtrions perſon ? Or doeſt thew 
believe thou ſhonldeſt do a mean ation, unworthy of thy courage, if thou ſhouldeſt delrur 
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up thy arms to the greate# , and mo#t perfett Princeſs in the World? 

Thus Love argued to compleat his Victory, bur reaſon replyed thus in my defence : 
* That which thou alledgeſt, O Love! were powertul enough to procure thy entrance 
*into a ſoul leſs cap'ble of chy impreſſions, bur choſe \:me advantages which make Pa- 
* i/atis worchy to be adored, do likewiſe fertle a deſpairinus, which is the cauſe why 
*we oppoſe thy birch. Forrune has not enriched me with Crowns, which he ought ne- 
* ceſl.rilyro wer, wha ſhall dare to declare his aff-Ctions to the d:ughter of the grea- 
*reit King upon Earth, neither has Nature endowed me with quylities to win the 
* love of the molt accompliſhed of all Creatures. True iris, ( continuedT) taking 
* part with my reaſon ) ch1t"it would be a ſtrange preſumprion , to raiſe my thoughts 
*0 her, who juſtly might diſd1in even Alexander himſelf , as viRtorious as he is, and 
* who with truth, believes ſhe my boaſt co have no Equal inthe World, unleſſe her 
{Siſter m1y diſpute that advantage with her; but though che Gods hd raiſed me to as 
* high a pitch of greatneſs 2s that of Dayizs , it is not probable his Daughters ſhould 
* be reſerv'd for his moſt mortal Enemies, 

By theſe conſiderations | {trove to hinder Love from cntring, but my Arguments 
were t00 weak, and notwithſtanding all my endexyours to keep ir out , either by the 
remembrance of Pari/a:is's birch, or by the chought of that hatred, which ic was likely 
the houſe of Darizs bore'tq all Alexanders party , I did but vainly oppoſe its Forces, 
and che power of my deſtiny, In ſhort, 1-begantolove, but to love with ſo much 
violence , thac no- ion ſettled with length of time, did ever torment a Soul with 
more vehemence, then mine expreſſed even inits very birth. Alas! when theſe firſt 
choughts rerurn into my minde, and that I refle& upon the beginnings of my Love , I 
finde how much re- ſon | hid indeed to reſiſt it, and bow great an obligation 1 had to 
my good Genius , which ro wichdraw me from thar paſſion ſo faral to my repoſe, did 
charitably repreſent unco me all thoſe evils, which ſince have felr, In the mean 
time | lov'd, as i have already told you , but I loved wich fo much filence and diſcre- 
tion, and with ſuch power over my tongue and -Rions, that it was hard for the moſt 
intereſted Perſons, to finde any other -|ceration in me then that of my countenance, 
And truly my - ﬀ ion ſertledir ſelf with ſo much reſpe , rhar fora long time I con- 
ſidered - ari/atis as a Divinity, ro whom ought to pry my vows,no otherwiſe then as 
adorations and \*crifices, h. vingform'd fo high an Idea'unto my ſelf, that I beliey'd 
the whole Earth was infinitely below her, I had the h1ppineſle to ſee her oftentimes 
with the Queens, and che Princeſs her (iſter, and che acquaintance I had made with 
them the day they were t:ken, added ro many petty ſervices, which in their misfortune 
Idid them with much diligence and ffetion, give mea freer acceſs to them, then all 
the other Princes of Alexandeys Courr, 

'Itis rue, that my qu licy afforded me ſome advantage above many of them, and 
though my youth exempted me from many offices, which their 2ge was more capable 
of then mine, yer was I conſidered inthe Court asone of the neareſt ro the Crown, 
and among thoſe Illuſtrious Princes, 2s he who of all the Princes was molt ſubmiſ. 
five to them, and who moſt/ardently ſought the occaſions to lefſentheir misfortune 
by all manner of ſervice and good Offices; the condition they were in preſented op- 

rtunities every day , either in their own Perſons, or ſome belongingto them, and I 
aid hold on them with ſo much joy, that in the endI obliged them all ro fomepirgicu- 
lar good will tow:rd me. I think Hepheſtions love took birth aſſoon as miner 
though the Kings favour give him great advantages, he 2buſed them not of along 
time , and conſidering how much Pari/atis wasabove him though a Captive, he look- 
ed upon her *|wayes with the ſame reſpe& , ſhe could have required from him inthe 
Court of the King her Father. . He viſited her very often , andthe power he had with 
the King, giving him a thouſand means to oblige thoſe Illuſtrious Captives, made 
his company the more conſiderable to them. : 

We were at the Siege of Marathon , when the King receiv'd Daria his firſt Let- 
ters by the hands of Afythranes , you know what they contain'd, and the Anſwer 
which Alexander return'd, but I will tell you that he was exaſperated not onely by 
the tearms of that Letter , which truly were too imperious fr one making a requeſt, 
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bur alſo by the ſuperſcription which Darius wrote to him as to a private perſon, with- | 


out giving hini-rhe Title of King. Alexander was fo incenſed at it, that he re. 
fuſed all he deſired of him , and fo the Princefles loſt the hope of liberty tor that time, 
L would not-carry them chat unwelcome.news, but I was there when A4ychranes ha- 
ving had permiſſion to wait upon them. before his departure, cameto cell itthem 
himſelf, They received it with much trouble, bur alſo with much moderation , and 
the _ keeping themſelves within the hounds of their ordinary conſtancy , per- 
rgitted che young Princeſles to deplore their Captivity with ſome tears. 1 had much 
adoe to forbear accompanying theirs with mine, and I gave them ſo many teſtimo. 
nies of the ſhare I took in their ſorrow, that they thereby received no ſlight marks 
of my affetion. Drawing near to the Princeſs Pari/atis, who ſate upona Chair 
with an Handkerchief wiping away the tears which fell from her fair eyes. Madan, 
(faid I) the Gods are my Witneſſes , that the honour of your fight is more precious to me 
then the Empire of Alia , and that I cannot defire your liberty , without makins wiſhes 
againſt mine own happineſs , but thoſe ſame Gods will alſo teſtifie for me, that I would net 
onely forſakt mine oWn intereſts to reſtore it you, but that I would give my life with joy, if the 
loſs of it could be any Way advantageous to Jon.. 

The Princeſſe thinking herſelf obliged by this Diſcourſe , took the Handkerchief 
from her eyes, and turning them toward me withan air, which as ſad as it was, ex- 
preſſed her acknowledgement , replyed: © Lyſimachas, theſe are the effeRs of your 
* ordinary gunerathy, and your compaſſion of our deplorable deſtiny,puts thoughts in- 
* to your mind, whichare indeed worthy of you, I know not what fatisfaQion you 
*can draw from the ſight of miſerable afflited Creatures , but I may truly aſſure you 
* both for the Queens, and for our ſelves, that in our misfortunes your conſolation is 
* dear to us; and your perſon moſt conſiderable. 

' Thad a fair occaſion enough to diſcover my ſelf abſolutely,and matter good enough 
to ſpeak , but fear forbad me, and reſpeRtyed up my tongue, onely allowing me to 


make thisReply; 7 reap ſo great 4 glory from the honour you do me , in ſuffering me, and 


ſeparating me from the number of your enemies , that of this felicity continue , I will nevey 
envy the fortune of the moFt happy perſons npon Earth, 

Having ſaid thus, I drew near the Princeſle S:atira, endeavouring by the like Diſ- 
courſe to ſweeten the ſharpneſs of her grief, true it is, that ſorrow appear'd more 
lively in her, and now making reflexion upon-it, I believe that beſides the miſ- 
fortunes of her Captivity, the thought of your abſence, or of your loſſe , was the 
greateſt partof her affliftion,ſhe never gave any reſpite to the deepneſs of her melan- 
choly, and how great care ſoever was taken to divert her,ſhe never was ſenſible of any 
of thoſe things, which perchance gave ſome abatement to the grief ofthe Queens, 
and of the Princeſs her ſiſter, After the taking of Aſarathon, we went into Phenicia, 
and during all the Voyage, I had the happineſs to march near their Chariots, ir is 
true , that Hephe#ion of whoſe diligence I began to be ſuſpicious , and many others 
with him , often kept me company, but I had ar leaſt my fight free, and the preſence 
of my Rival, and of my Companions, did not deprive me of a liberry, which I ſhould 
not have taken inthe greateſt ſolitude. The fourth or fifth dayes march, while 1 was 
delighted in their converſation, and chat by the abſence of HepheFion, I poſleſsd my 
Prinegffe.a lictlemore peaceably , Cleander ( the moſt bruitiſh of all men living, and 
he om Alexander ſince made uſe of for the death of great Parmenio ) having that 
day charge of the Priſoners, and of the Baggage, came upto the Queens Chariots, and 
with inſolent words exprefling his anger to ſee them go ſo ſoftly, commanded the Cha- 
rioteers to drive on faſter. 

This diſreſpe& roueh'd the Princeſſes very nearly , and reading their Difpleaſure 
in their Countenances , I could not forbear blaming Cleaners carriage, and ſhewing 
him that ſuch perſons were to be us'd with greater Reverence , but thatunmannerly 
Fellow , after having replyed that 1 was too young to give him inſtruQtions , redou- 
bled his Command , and not thinking himſelf readily enough obeyed, ſtruck the 
Queens Charioteer in their preſence, and one of the Eunuchs who would have ſaid 
ſomething-in his juſtification, This ation making the Princeſſes ſee they were really 
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Captives, afMi&ed them fo ſenfibly,that they could nor diſſemble their diſcontent, and 
enflamed me with ſuch anger , that I loſt all conſideration and fear of diſpleaſing the 
King , and crying our to C eandey to defend himſelf, I took a Javelin our of a Soldi- 
ers hand , and ſpurring up my Horſe diredtly to him, aſſaulted him fo ſuddenly, that 
all he could doe, was to lift up his arm, and receive me with the point of his; it glan- 
ced upon my arms without doing me any hurt, and the fury wherewith I precipitated 
my felf againſt him, hindering me from finding the defedts of his Curafs , made my 
blow miſs ofitseffe&t , and my darr flye into five or fix pieces. The tears which that 
affront had drawn from the eyes of yr fair Princeſs, had fo animated me, that with- 
out being moved by the cryes of thoſe who endeavoured to part us, I drew my 
ſword, and coming upto him again more enraged then before, after havingreceiv'd 
a ſecond ſtroke with his —_ , which gave mea light wound in the ſide, I ran my 
ſword.under his right arm , which finding free entrance, to the very hilt, appeared al- 
molt all of ir behind his ſhoulder ; the wound was not mortal , bur yer ſo great, that 
Cleander fell among bis Horſes feet with very little ſtrength and knowledge. 1 made 
a ſtop ſeeing him fall , bur I could not forbear to ſay, Get thee Tone into the other World 
thou inſolent fellow, to injure Queens, and Princeſſes, and toteach thoſe, who are like thee, 
that puniſhment 1s inſeparable from crimes of this nature. : 

By his fall my ſword remained ſtill in my hand , and putring it up intothe ſcabbard, 
I drew near to the Chariots, and addrefling my ſelfto Sfgambi, Madam, (aid I) 
pardon I beſeech you a raſhneſs full of irreverence , in a man who ſaw himſelf wounded in 
the moFt ſenſible part of his ſoul, and believed that if this rude fellows fault had been of an« 
ot her nature , we Would not have ended the quarrel in your preſence. 

Thoſe good Queens,and thoſe fair Princeſſes were fo troubled at this accident,that 
they had much adoe to ſettle themſelves, and after a good while Syſgambrs anſwered 
me thus , * Sir, your generoſity is great, but our injury was not conſiderable enough, 
* to require ſuch violentremedies, and the offence we receiv'd was too light to be re- 

* paired with the blood, and perhaps with the life of ſuch a perſon. 

Though ſhe ſaid thus to me, and that their goodneſs made them ſorry for Clear- 
ders ance , whom all beliey'd to be moſt dangetouſly wounded, yet did I neyer- 
theleſs perceive by their faces, they were not diſpleaſed with that ation, and I found 
cauſe to hope that proof I had piven them of my reſpeR, and of the part took in 
their intereſt, would not be unprofitable ro me, In the mean time Cleandey was car- 
ried away, andthe noyſe of this accident being come to the Kings ear, and to all my 
friends, Ptolomens, Craterus, Philotus, Antigonus, Seleucus, Meleager, Polyperchon, and 
all thoſe who had ſhewed any affe&ion to me, came and offered me all the affiſtances 
1 could expe& from their friendſhip. Some of them thought it beſt for me to abſenc 
my ſelf, and avoid the Kings anger for a time, while they labouredto make m 
peace, and that we ſaw what would become of Cleanders wound , but the reſt whoſe 
opinion I reſolv'd upon , beliey'd it better for me not to ſtir from the Camp, and that 
my aRion not being ill, I ought notro fear any thing from fo jtiſt, and generous a 
Prince as Alexander. It hapned according to their hopes, and the King _ infor- 
med of the truth , though Cleandeys friends endeavoured todiſpuiſe it, inſtead of 
blaming what I had done, condemned Clearder, in ſuch a way, as might have made 
his friends afraid for him , if he had not been puniſhed enough for his fault already, 
The King excuſed it to the Queens himſelf, and ſatisfied them abſolutely by words 
which ſhewed hgw much he diſapproved thataQtion. \ In the mean time we arrived 
at $idon, and notwithſtanding my ſlight wound for which I never kept my Chamber, I 
had the happineſſe to ſee the Princeſle every day. When they ſaw me alone, and thar 
they knew Cleanderys recovery was not deſpaired of , the remembrance of what I had 
done for their ſakes coming intotheir mind , made them full ofacknowledgemen 
and moved them to return me ſuch civil obliging thanks, that thereby 1 knew we 
ingratitude findes no place in Souls that are truly noble, Butthisacknowledgement, 
was gener"| amongſt them, and Pari/atis whom I was defirousto __ to a particu- 
lar good will, and to whom] every dgy gave particular marks of my affeRtion, carried 
herſelf co me as the Princeſſe her ſiſter , and not taking notice with how greardili- 
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gence I tyed my ſelf ro his ſervice , kept berſelf{till within the limits of civility and 
elteem. 1 cannut berter repreſent unto you che condition 1 w:$1n, then bythe de- 
ſcription Araxes made to me of yours, when you were in the ſme tearms, | be- 
came ſad, and melncholly like you, 1 avoided comp :ny,and the ſociety of my triends 
like you, andlike youl loſt a good part of my he.Ith, and berter looks. 1came to 
my Princeſs an hundred times with a firm reſolution to diſcover my ſelf , and to dye 
by her command, for the puniſhmenr of my cemerity , rather then periſh languiſh- 
ing, or in the violence of a torment, which without b-ing known would infallibly 
bring me to my grave. Butas often as I purpoſed that deſign , ſo often my reſpe& 
made it vaniſh, and the preſence of Pariſatis diſlipiting all the courage had left, 
ſectled me 2g ininmy intention to dye in ſilence, r.cher then offend her by a preſum.. 
ptuous deciaration, On this manner I piſs'd all the time we were at S$iden, and all 
tht we | id at the Siege of Tyre. Judge of my ſuffcrance by che length of my (i- 

*znce , and ofthe greatnels of my reſpect, by the violence I uſed upon my ſelt during 
a whole year : The King 1nd 4l| my friends wondred at the altertion ot my humor 
and countenance, they otcen : sked me the reaſon of ic, and I 1-id it upon ſome bodily * 
indifpolition , without diſcovering the true cauſe, Prelomews the deireſt of ali my 
friends , us'd his urmoſt endeavours to find it our, but though my moſt ſecret thoughts 
had never been conceal'd from him , I then diſguiſed the cruch to him, 2s well as to 
others , and of a long time he could not dr:w a true conteflion from my mouth. 

After the ſiege of Tyre, the Ladies ( as you know ) were c-rried tothe ſiege of Ga- 
24; there it w schit my wounds grew worſe by the continual preſence ot Pari/atis, 
and my deſpair alone, made me reſolve to bear the wotſt evenis] could »pprehend 
from declaring my felt. It w.'s not without great conteſtations, and great difficul- 
tyes, Lobrain drhateffeR from my cour:ge; but conſidering the miſer ble condition 
of my life, 1 determined to hazard the remainder of ic, to ei abliſha berter, or loſe 
that which I onely lingred our in pains; and corments that were injupportable, With 
this delign, coming one d y into her Chamber, and finding her alone imployed in the 
reading of Homers 1liads, which ſhe underſtood :s well 2s her own langu ge; the 
fear of diſturbing her , made meretire a liccle, burſhe perceiv'd me, and laying down 
her Book upon the Table, call'd me back, and ar che \ me time wiped her eyes by 
reaſon of ſome tears which rin down upon her Checks : my -pprehenſion oi any 
thing che concern'd her, moved me coask the cauſe of her trouble , bur ſhe inſtant. 
ly compoſed her countenance, and making a pleaſing ſmile ſucceed her tears, 7 canner 
conceal my weakneſs from you, ( 1 1d ſhe ) but muſt conſeſſe, 1 was net able to read An- 
drom:che's lamentati-ns for the Liſſe of bx dear Husband, without being touch'd with com= 
paſſion , nor withour accompanying with mine, thoſe tears which probably ſhe ſhed upon that 
OCCAaſnon, 

Thi Diſcourſe drawing a ſigh from the bottom of my heart,obliged me after a great 
conflict in my ſelf, co ſpe- k to her on this manner : © I connot think(Mad \m)of the dif- 
* ferent cauſes, and different effeRs of pity, wichoutrefleRing upon my own misfortunes, 
* which ought ro draw from me , for mine own intereſts, a greater abundance of tears, 
*then you have beſtowed upon thoſe of the ſad Andromache; nor without blaming the 
* injuſtice 'of nature, which gives you a ſence of compaſſion, for perſons you never 
* knew, and yet would withour doubt refuſe it you, for thoſe thatare moſt affeRionate 
"to your ſervice ; you bewail the loſſe of Heftor, who dyed in the quarrel of his own 
* Countrey , and not of yours; who neither lov'd you, nor knew you, and to whoſe 
* death you did not at all contribute ; and yer you would without any touch of pity, 
*ſee him dyeat your feet; nay, which is more, dye for you, who of all men living were 
© moſt perfeRly yours, you would ſee him bre: the our his life without being movedat 
*it, and without ſweetning che cruelcy of his deſtiny by one look, by one {igh , or by 
© one word in his favour, | 

Though the Princeſs was ofan apprehenſion quick enough to underſtand the ſenſe 
of theſe words, ww did ſhe not dive into it at the firit , and without making a longer 
refletionupon them,, ſhe replyed , 7 am lirtlg obliged to you Lyſimachus , for thinking 
me ſo ill natured, I know not from which of my attions you have drawn that opinion , but 
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7 ds not believe I have ſobewed my ſelf ſo unſenſible in the a cg þ my friends, and 
of thoſe whom nature, or any reaſon engaged me to love or efteem, Tas l:fs think, I 
ſhould without a real compaſſion, and without being nearly grieved, behold the 5uine of 4 
perſon, whaſe deftruttion Thad cauſed, and to whom 1 ſbould be obliged for any particular 

elFon, | | 

1 would not ſtay the execution of my deſign any longer, and judging that 1 ought 
not to loſe ſo favourable an occaſion, 1 fell upon my knees before her, and not heark- 
ning to the commands ſhe laid upon me to riſe, * The Gods, Madamy.(faid1 } 
© the Gods who are witneſles of the Declaration you rsake in favour of me, are alfo 
* witneſſes of my thoughts, and know thar it isnot cillthe laſt extremity of my life, 1 
* beg of you the effects of that pity for one that dies for you. It is true; Madam, I 
* yield up my ſoul ar your feet, unleſs you ſerthat compaſſion awork which you 
* boaſted of, you will never havea more juſt occaſion to make uſe of it, and you 
* can never uſe it toa man that will ſerve you, or adore you with a more profound 
* reſpe&, and amore holy zeal then mine , I have ſuffered before I came to this laſt 
* remedy all that a ſoul is able to endure without making it known, and 1 bave one- 
* ly declared my paſſion to inſenſible witneſſes , and if my eyesand the change of my 
*[ooks and humour, have given you any knowledge of ir, *rwas without the con. 
*ſent of a ſoul, which opens not it ſelf unto you now without a violent conſtraint : 
* In ſhort, Madam, Lyſimachxs adores you, ifit be a crime, he comes to confeſs it 
© before you ; if this preſumption muſt be repaired by death, Zyſmachus comes 
*ro ſuffer it at your feet, And that he = end his life by the mott glorious of all 
* deſtinies, he begs of you ſome ſlight mark of, thatxcompaſſion, which you have for 
*the unfortunate, and to which you have engaged your ſelf for him. 

Thad ſaid more in the rapture that tranſported me, if lookin n the Ptincefs, 
1 had not ſeen her countenance change twice or thrice, and of A den bedewed with 
a few tears, which ſhe could not poſhbly retain, As we are ready to flatter our ſelves 
in the belief of what we ardently deſire, I took them ar firſt ro my advantage, as 
though piry had drawn them from her fair eyes indeed; but within a moment after I 
found diſdain wasthe cauſe ofthem, and that her diſpleaſure at hearing a Declarati- 
on of Love from one of Alexanders followers, had forced her to ſhew thoſe marks 
of her grief, and of her indignation. She darted a ſcornful look at me, and then of 
a ſudden turning away her eyes ; 7 knew the misfortune of my condirion ( ſaid ſhe ) 
enough before, Without your putting me in minde of it, was [wfficiently confirmed 
that I Was a Priſoner, withont this new aſſurance : Tes, Lyſimachus, 7 am fo, and more- 
over 1 am expoſed to all unhappineſſes which Captivity carries inſeparably along with it. 
T his conſideration exempts you from that reſpett, Which in another ſeaſan Would be due to 
the Princeſs of Perlia, and onght to Fifle that reſentment in me Which I am no longer in 4 
condition to expreſs. > 

Theſe words pronounced with an accent divided between grief and anger, ſtruck 
me ſo tothe quick, and wrought ſo deeply upon me, that I remained in a confuſion 
which I am not able to repreſent ;, Irepented me a good while for having diſpleaſed 
my Princeſs, and in thar thought durſt not ſo much as lift up my eyes to her, bur 
floated ina ſtrange irreſolution, Yet in the end n_ to conſider, how unjuſtly 
ſhe accuſed me of want of reſpe&, I purpoſed to juftihe my ſelf, and let her know 
it wasnot the change of her condition that had encouraged me ro commit tha fault ; 
with that intent though ſhe look'd no more upon me, bur lean'd ber elbows upon 
the Table, and her head upon her hand, I fpoke to her againon this manner : *1 
* acknowledge, Madam, I haye been infinitely to blame, and that the diſproportion 
* there is between you and all men living, oughteither to have ſtrangled my paſſion 
*in its birth, or this confeſſion in my mouth, which hath offended you. 1 know 
* you are both the moſt accompliſhed, and the greateſt Princeſs in the world, nor will 
*I alledge for part of my juſtification, that Lam borna Prince, and that all my An- 
* ceſtors have worn, thoſe Crowns which 1 want, to dare ( with any probability of 
* ſucceſs ) pretend to the Daughter of the greateſt of all the Kings upon Earth, This 
*confideration cannot excuſe me for a fault, which your will and my knowledge have 

con- 
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--*condemiid;s6but-if guilty-as'T am, I may yet beg anyfavour from you, 7 conjure 
* you'by. all:that you-account moſt holy ant: ſacred; to believe that the condition 
- *whickthedliance of war has reduced you to; did-not atall authorize my Declara- 
-©tion 4-and&thar | conkd nov\have confidered- you with more reſpect and ſubmiſlion 
© in the Throne of Dariz, no, norin that of the Gods'themfelves, then I do in thig 
< Captiviry; tixthe misfortunes whereof you would impute my crime ; my -conrage is 
 *not capableaf ſo. much baſeneſs, and £o-whar eſtate ſoever Fortune ſhould either 
{ ©predipitare}or taiſeyowup} ſhe: catmot deprive you: of what the Gods and your 
 * Birth: have given you; -nor'difingage me from a ſervitude for- which alone 1 was 
{© born;;rand for which alone I will die,” though itis not in- my power to repair the 
© offencdT have committed/againſt you,' I have bath power and courage enough to 
:* puniſh it, and 'withimy; blood to pay: the price of thoſe rears which'my temerity 
rad your fair eyes, 3% | 
| pronounc'd theſewords with anaccent, which made Pariſatis believeIhad ſome 
deſign againſt my life; ahd ſeeing 1 was riſer'up, and. that after a low obeyfance, I 
- was goingifrom ber; ſhe rais'd up her head;'and call'd me back again. ' Although ſhe 
| lav'd menor, nor had —_— to engage herſelf tro me in any other affeQion, 
1 . then whax:civility; and the acknowledgment of ſome ſmall ſervices obliged her to;yet 
did fhe not hate me:enowughito ſee mediecand that for the expiation of a taulr, which 
:after having a litthe digeſtedir; ſhe judg'd not worthy of ſo ſevere a puniſhmenc, That 
: WaS'it wtichperfwvaded-Bevtd call Me-back, and ſeeing me return trembling,and with 
'aRionsofa'/man'quite (o[th his paſſion; after ſhe hada while ſought 'our tearms to 
expreſs her ſelf, ſhe ſpokb tq me onthismanner : Lylimachus, 7 cam Hake off that 
| trouble, which our with Bate ſotledi9 my minde, but I amt willing to baniſh the belief 
1 # hat; that my captivity alone had eneomraged you, to diſcover your thoughts to me 
l ;withrowmuch liberty, [know that you areas generous, as Thave found Fo beld, and 
Twill wuely accuſe my 5" I and the'-eaſuntſs of 'my humoar, for the diſpleaſure 1 
weceive 31 alone will ſuffer the puniſhment of it, and 7 will infliit no othey upon you, then 
What jou before impoſed npon your ſelf, wy tears will be better recompenced by your ſi- 
denc:, rhet by your blood; T efteen you mech narver to contribute to your ruine, and we 
are enoagh obliged to yon, to: take cave to prevent it, this is all Tcando for you, and if 
you be noy'contented with a particulareſttemwhich 1 have had of your perſon, and Which 
by the repentance of your fantt you may yet hope for, I achnowledge my ſelf very unable ta 
give you ſatisfattion, | Va | | | 
Theſe words pronounced with much majeſty and moderation, gave me indeed 
fome knowledge of the good nature of chat Princeſs, and of her generoſity which 
could not-conſent to the deſtru&tion of a perſon that lov'd her, and ro whom ſhe 
thought ſhe had ſome light. obligation , but they gave me no mark ar all of that at- 
feQion. which I required, nor any hope to engage her toit , and yer they were ſo 
ſweet tome; and wroughtſuch an effe& upon me, that they baniſh'd a good part of 
my deſpair, and drove away that deſire of dying, which thoſe ſhe ſpoke before had 
ſertled irimy minde. Ikneel'd down again before her, and kiſfing the hem of her gar- 
ment with a profound reſpet. * Madam, ( _—_ this guilty man deſerves not the 
© mercy youſhow him,: bur fince you conſent to the conſervation' of his life, which 
w_ * bis rafhieſs gave you juſt cauſe to hate, he will regulate irin ſuch manner, that you 
* ſhall never repent your goodneſs; and not being able to freeit from that violent 
* paſſion which you have condemned; he by his ſilence and diſcretion will repair the 
* greatnefs,of his fault : I will offend you as little as poffible Þ can, with my dif- 
* courſe, and freeing you from being troubled with my tongue, 1 will content my ſelf 
* that a/tmy ations andall my looks, tell you what 1 have in my heart, That par- 
© ticular elteemyou. make me hopefor, 15roo high, and too gloriousa recompence 
* for me,i and if 1 ſhould pretend-to more, from a perſon all divine as you are, T 
* ſhould be the blindeſt and moſt preſumptuous manupon the earth, 
\. . The Princeſs was: going to reply, I know not whether ſharply or mildly, when 
two of her maids entred- the Chamber, and interrupted our converſation : The 


Princeſs $;atira came'in within a while after, and we ſpent part of the day in pw it 
ifſe- 
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different entertainment but ifthe ſorrows of that Princeſs would have ſuffered her to 
be concern'd in the affairs of others, ſhe might eaſily have foand ſomething extraor- 
dinary in the troubles that appeared in both our faces, Pariſatis could not look 

me without bluſhing , - and when I took notice of the confuſion 1 caus'd, and 


- thought upon the diſpleaſure] had ſtirr*dup in her, I fix'd my eyes upon the ground, 
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and anſwered the diicourſe of the Princeſs her ſiſter, with fo,much diſtraQjon, thar 
ifher minde'had not been powerfully prepofleſſed, ſhe muſt needs have obſerved the 
diſturbance that was viſibſe 1n mine, 

After that day I paſs'd many others, not without violent diſquiets, but at leaſt 
with a little more repoſe, and with this conſolation, that what I ſuffered was known 
unto my Princeſs, and that I wasnot hated of her ; this was ro me the moſt adyan- 
tageous thing I could believe, and how great teſtimonies ſoever I gave ber both of 
the continuation, and ſincerity of my paſſion, by the aſſiduity of my ſervice, and b 
athouſand ations full of reſpec and diſcretion, ſhe kept her ſelf alwayes, with ſuc 
a moderation, and with ſo perſeRt a ſeverity within the limits of that eſteem ſhe had 
made me hope for, that fear'd with a great deal of probability ſhe would. never be 
rouch'd with any other inclinations toward me. 1 1:id little to her of my love, and 
when any word of it eſcaped me, I repairedit with ſubmiſſions, which abated part 
of the diſpleaſure ſhe received thereby : As 1 ſtrove to make ſome progreſs in my 
deſign of winning her heart, Hepheſtion on his fide ſpared no endeavours to introduce 
himſelf into it. I am ignorant how he diſcovered his paſſionto her, and how Pari- 
ſatis received the firſt overture of it , bur this | know, his fortune was no better then 
mine, and that ſhe us'd us both with ſo much equality, as it was very hard to obſerve 
a difference , yet at that time I found that Alexanders aſliſtance upon which my ri- 
val grounded himſelf, gave me rather ſome advantage , and that my Princeſs fear- 
ing her fayourableuſage of him, ſhould be attributed ro ſome mean compliance for 
Alexander, took an occalion contrary to Syſigambis's advice, to deſpiſe him, for that 
which made him conſider. ble to all others; not that ſhe hated or diſ-eſteem'd him 
Heph-ſtion was of to0 gr ceful a preſence, to cauſe any averſion, and his yalour an 
good qualities were ſufficiently known, to' make her eſteem him very much, We 
mer often at her Lodgings, and though we had ever been good friends before, the 
hinderance” we were to one another begin to alienate our mindes, and afterwards 
conſidering the diligence, andthe aQtions of each other,. with more heedfulneſs, as 
with more intereſt then we had done formerly, that which deceiy'd indifferent per- 
ſons, could not long abuſe us that were concern'd, and our fight piercing more 
clearly into the intentions of a rival, diſcovered them quickly to us with fo perfe a 
knowledge, that we no longer doubted what we had feared, but gave that jealouſie 
anentrance into our ſouls, which hath ſince tormented them with ſo much violence. 

You know that after the tiking of Gaza, and ſome ſtay the King was conſtrain- 
ed to make there for the cure of two wounds he had received in that Siege, we took 
our way toward Egypt, and the King, the whole Court, and the Ladies, went by boar 
upon the Nile to Memphes. y_—_ that voyage, and our abode inthat Town '; He- 
pheſtion and I vied who ſhould get the greateſt ſhare in Pavi/aris's favour, I forgor 
none of thoſe licrle cares, that could make the truth of my affeRion be taken notice 
of, nor did [ let paſs any occaſion to ſet before her eyes the greatneſsand purity of 
my zeal, with all the reſpe&, ' and diſcretion ſhe deſired. The King who already was 
paſſionately taken with the Princeſs Sratira, gave ber many teſtimonies of his love, 
and ( which was more hurtful, and more inſupportable to me )) having perceiv'd that 
of Hepheſtion to Pariſatis, he ſwell'd his courage by the aſfiltances he, promiſed him, 
and ng 55 rs toſerye her openly, Theſe difficulties did not diſheart- 
en me, burtort; ing my ſelf _ the obſtacles 1 foreſaw, I reſoly'd notto aban- 
don ſo glorious a delign but with my life. Inthe meantime the King departed from 
AMemphis, to viſit the ny of Zupiter Hammon, and not being willing to take the 
Princeſſes along, in ſo painful, ard fo dangerous a Voyage, left them at Afemphis, 
under the guard of part of his forces. My duty, and my honour obliged me to 
wait upon hum, and carried itagainſt my inclination, which made all places hateful! 
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fo me,where my Princeſs was not. mp who ſtirr'd not from the Kings per- 
fon, wentthe voyage #f6,which was no-fmall confolation ro me. Before our de. 
parture having watch'd my opportunity when my rival was with the King, and thar 
che Princefſes were in the Gardens near their Lodging, I found meansto addreſs my 
ſelf to Pariſatis who was iti an alley with eApamia, Arſmee, and ſome oftheir maids, 
haying givenher my harid to help her in her Walk, the Gencleman Uſher char led her 
withdrew, and yielding me that honour, Teft me the liberty to entertain her ; when 
we were far enough from the other Ladies not to be overheard, and thatI ſaw them 
buſied in #particular converſation, Ttook occaſion to ſpeak unto my Princeſs, A44- 
dam ,((aid 1 ) it z5 mot to momma with the remembrance of a paſſicn which you iſe 
approve, nor to call into your minde a famlt which you have condemmed, that 1 open my 
mouth” yet ence again before you, but it ts to proteſt to you at this rigerons departure, that 
in being ſeparated from you, I am really ſeparated from my ſelf , and that the muſt ſenſs- 
ble grief Ifeel, is that abſence will deprive me of the occaſions of doing you ſome ſmall ſey. 
vice ; net but that you have imprinteda great deal of reſpett in the fouls of thoſe that 
ſtay behinde with you, but the duties of a perſon, tyed by a moſt powerful inclination, are 
very different from thoſe, which are paid onely to your quality, cd to your meri: , and 
morecve® which way ſoever they ſerve you, 1 ſhall envy their happineſſe ſo much, that 
the remembrance of their good fort une will moſt ſenþbly wa" the diſcontents of this 
tedions and erwel voyage, towhich 1 ſee my ſelf condemned. . ] do nat repreſent my ſuf- 
ferings to you, to oblige you to an affeition Which with juſtice I can never hope for, but to 
draw from your goodneſs ſome mark of cornppaſſion, for this glorious, unfortunate 
man, who Without marmuring endures the gallanteſt, and the moſt cruel of all tor. 
ment ys. 

The Princeſs, ſeeing I held my peace at theſe words, replyed, *©I ſhould be very 
* ingrateful, Zy/machw,if I did not acknowledge my lelf obliged ro the good will you 
expreſs to me with fo much diſcretionand refpe&R, bur I ſhould alfo be a diſſem- 
*bler if I could hide the trouble you cauſe me by your perſeverance in a deſign, 
* which I oppoſed inits birth ; not through any averſion, or undervaluing of you 
, —_ bur through the knowledge of the difficulties you would meet withal in my 
* humour, and of thoſe which the heavens do ſo _ wayes produce againſt your in- 
* tentions, I know your birth is illuſtrious, and I have eyes as well as others, to dif- 
*cernthe adyantages of your perſon : -This conſideration hath indeed given me all 
©the eſteem,you can with reaſon deſire, from a Princeſs who knowes you, and is 0bli- 
*gedtoyou; butT am notthereby _— , from what Ioweto my ownquality, 
* and to thoſe perſons to whom my birth hath ſubmitted me; ir is from them alone 
*I will receive thoughts beyond that eſteem I have of you, andif youſhould ſee me 
* engaged toit for ſome other body, accuſe only my obedience, andnot an inclina- 
*tion which ſhall never declare it ſelf in favour: of another, rather then of Lyme: 
* chus. 1donot think you have any reaſori to complain of a confeflion, I make to 
*you with a great deal of freedom, neither do I believe, that withour a deſign to 

_.. *offend me; you can defire any more. | 
"* + She bluſt'd at theſe words, as aſhamed to have favoured me ſo much ; and 
though being well explain'd, I found very little change in my :condition, I received 

Ivy, them as a moſt adyantageous obligation; and not being in a place where I could 

caſtmy GIF at her feet, to give her thanks for it, I bowed down with much reſpeR, 

andanſwered'z-7 never hoped Madam ) that my fortune ſhould attain that pitch you 
have raiſ*dit to, and having adored, as ſoon as lov/d you, T1 alWayes belie*d, that for 
the accompliſhment of my glory and happineſs, it was ſufficient my vows, and adorati- 

ons Were not unpleaſing to you, Withour pretending to any acknowledgement, which 1 

could not aſpire to without much preſumption.” 1 ſee too well, the obſtacles rhat oppoſe 

my moye perfett felicity, and 1 will expett from Heaven, and from your ſelf, both the 
alteration of oxy fortunes, and what you ſhall ordain concerning my life. In the mean 
time, Madam, be pleas d that at this rigorous departure, I may for my conſolation, make 
nſe of that hope you gave me, and that to ſave me from deſpair, I may believe, that Hes 


pheſtion not bring more zealons, nor more paſſionate, ſoall neither be mare my 
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Lyſmachus. 1 ended theſe words with ſome fear of having diſpleaſed her, bat that 
Princeſſe , who had @eakneſs at all in her minde , was buthetle moved at chem, and 
having ſtay'd a while before ſhe made anſwer, * Zy/imachns ( ſaidſhe )I pardon 
* this hberry for the ſame caufe , that made me pardon the others you have taken, and 
*1 not onely excuſeit, but to ler you ſee I am not cruel;;hwill alſo confirm the pro. 
* miſeI have made you, It is true I ſuffer, Hepheſtion , both for his merit, and by the 
* command of the Queens, and becauſe it is from cheir will only, nextto that of Da- 
* ris, that I will receive the rule of my whole life; but be-certain, thatif my incli- 
* nation alone can eſtabliſh the happineſs of both, Hepheſtion by it, ſhall never have ad- 
* yagtage Over you, v1 

1 wasgoingto reply , and it was likely our converſation would have laſted longer, 
if the King had not come into the Garden, and with him Hepheſtion , Perdiccas, Se- 
leucus, Antigonus, and many others who interrupted us. The King drew near to the 
Princeſs Statira, and Hepheſtion comming up to Pariſatis, .took that hand which he 
found free, and being an obſtacle to me all the reſt of the day, had alſo the diſpleaſure, 
roſee me take revenge on him the ſame way, and deprive himby my preſence; of the 
means to entertain her in particular, 

We took our leaves that evening, and the next morning by break of day, we got on 
horſeback, and travelled toward the Templeof 7apiter Hammon, | will not trouble you 
with the particulars of our Voyage, you haye without queſtion heard ſpeak of it, and 
the relation of it is but lictle important to the knowledge of my life. My adventures 
were like to thoſe of the reſt of the Company , . but my thoughts were without doube 
more noble, and the abſence of Par:/atis, forced thoſe complaints from me,which the 
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which we waded through,” and having reaet'd the bank with an incredible difficulty, 
we found'all the Countrey burnt , and yer ſmoaking, for 2 Mhvs had fer it on fire by 
Darins bis otabmand =: The King lay their two nights , to reſt the Princeſſes who 
were wearicd with that haſty Voyage, and in ſpight of the ecclipſe of the Moon which 
put ſome rerrour in his'men, and was taken by the tnore fearfull fot a very il 
augury , the third he marched with the' ſame aſſurance roward the Enemy, Here 
L cannot omit to recal{ unto your memory , an accident which overwhelmed us 
all with ſadneſſe , and to. make you judge of my grief by the afiftion of my Prin. 
ceſle. | | 

I was with the King when one of the Queens Eunuchs , came to give him notice, 
that Darizs his Wife was dying, and thar ſhe was already in a ſound in the arms of the 
Princeſſes her daughters, Certainly how great ſoever my ſurpriſe was at the hearing 
of this news, the King ſhewed little leſs, and laying afide all bulinefſes wherein he 
was employed, he ranunto the Queens Tents , with a ſorrow which appeared moſt 
viſibly 1n him, But O. Gods! how great was our afii&tion, when at our coming 
into the Chamber , we ſaw her expire , and our fair Princeſſes faint away, at fo ſad a 

Racle . | 
9Ikk fadden-death of hers ſurpriſed usthe more, by how much it appeared extraor- 
dinary; ' and rhough a fewdays before I had heard her complain of ſome indiſpoſition 
cauſed by the'troubleſomeneſs of that journey , yet had we never ſeemher ina con- 
dition that could give. us-any. apprehenſion of a death which did almoſt prevent her 
fickneſſe. All the moſt mourntull expreffions that ever grief ſent forth, ſhewed 
themſelves, viſibly in our Princeſſes , andthe greateſt ſenfibihry it ever produced, ws 
imprimed really in my heart, The Kingtomforted the Queen Mother ,' with the 


ſweeteſt and moſtobliging words, compaſſion could furnifh him withall, Fepheſti- , 


on held Pariſati's head, who languiſhed with little ſhow of life , Id the fameto 
S$tatira , who deeply blned in her forrow , ſeet'd to prepare herſelf to accompany 
to. her grave,, a. Mother' ſhe had moſt perfectly hononred, and mingled my tears 
with hers, endeavouring} to comfort her 'as mach as my own afiQion would per- 
mit. Þ did nor hear what Hepbeſtion faid ro Pariſatis," and though I etvyed him the 
happynefs' of having prevented me ,. grief ſwallowed up my jealoufic for a few mo- 
ments, arid made me without trouble behotd the ſervices he did her. It isgo0t neceſſ2- 
ry I ſhoutſrentarge my felf farther upon: this matrer , I ſee this diſcourſe draws rears 
from yourieyes, and; yow have already: ſufficiently learn'd all 1 can'tell you of this 
fad Adventyre : I will onelyſay, that Alexander after having wept a long while, and 
paid unto: Syſgambis all ſhe could have expetted from Dariny himſelf;  rendred alfo 
untothe d n albche honowe tHateould have been required from that dear 
Husband,, he .caus'd hero bv interred xwith'n Pomp'worthy of her Quality”, .and of 
the gloty of her Anceftors.-': Some dayes were ſpent in that'Soſemnity , and mmedi- 
_ afterohe King prepated himſelfrs give battle , having ſeficback Darinshis Am- 
 -Þ will notemertain you with the pirtieufarities of the ſiieceNſe of that bloody bat- 
tle ; whergiaviyou did: miraculoisAQiors;, and wherein Ted thn made 
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looks expreſſed my acknowledgement of that favour , and thanked the Queen with 
the molt reſpe&ful words the greatneſle of that Obligation could fuggeft, The King 

raced me with a Viſit while they were there, and 1 remember it wasin my Chamber 
- ſpoke of you to the Princefle Statira, and thathe held char Diſcourſe with her 
which you have heard fince from Tyrens, Hepheſtion and Perdiccas , who hal been 
wounded by your hand , received the ſame honor, and withina few dayes after we left 
our beds, and were in a condition to repay their Viſits with uſury, From Babylon be 
went to $»ſa, and there ic was the Princeſſes put a period to their Journeys, and 
that the King thought fir ro exempt them for the future , from the weariſomneſle of 
his Voyages. During our abode there we viſited them every day , andthe King paſ- 
fionarely in love with Sratira, ſolicited her with a great deal of obſtinacy , bur yet 
accompanied with very much reſpec and civility. And Hepheſtion ſeeing himſelf fayo- 
red in his paſſion by the king, roſe to ſuch a pride, that he declared it openly, 
and pretended in the ſight of the whole World, to her whom he was nor worthy to 
look upon without adorations. Sy/:gambis gave way to it through prudence , and 
reaſon of State , yet Pariſatis could not forbear expretting to Hepheſtion , how much 
that preſumption had offended her; bur as he naturally was very eloquent, and 

raceful in all his aRions , he excuſed it ſo many wayes, and alledged ſo many reaſons 
= his juſtification , that ſhe was conſtrainedart firſt to diſſemble ir, and a while after 
abſolutely to pardon him. But the temerity of his proceeding wrought ſuch a dif- 
pleaſure 1n-me, and ſuch an hatred againſt him , that from chat time I ſought an oc- 
caſion to quarrel with him , without offending my Princeſle , and grichout exaſpe- 
rating the King, who took his part more ſtrongly ; but for which conſideration, 1 
ſhould not have deferred my refentments. His thoughts were lictle different from 
mine , and his belief that I was an obſtacle to his intentions, and that I was in her 
favour at leaſt as muchas he, kindled'him with ſuch a rage againſt me , that he had 
much adoe to conceal it. 

*T'was about that time that Pro/omens , my deareſt Friend ; and one of the moſt 
valiant and vertuous Princes inthe World , fell in love with Apamia, Artabaſus his 
Daughter , and Frumenes with Arſince her Siſter. Ptolomwens diſcovered his paſſion 
to me with a great deal of freedom, and obliged me in fuclt manner by the openneſs 
of his carriage, that I was conſtrained to lay my'heart naked to him,and eruft him with 
4thingT had fo carefully hidden from atl the reft of mankind; he gave me great conſo- 
lation, and offered himfelf to ſerve me againſt-Fepheſtion, inall encounters which 
that competition might produce between us. Within a ſhore time after, we departed 
from $x/a, but before we wentaway, I preſs'd my Princeſswith ſo much love, and 
difcretion , that ar laſt I drew this confeſſion from her mouth ,” That if choſe Perſons 
to Whom Ber birth had given her power over her will, ſhomd enjoy her tolove me, ſhe would 
receive that comgand in my fawvony, with leſs diſpleaſure and mort ſatisfaltion , then for 

any othey man living. | 

This aſſuranee produced a joy-in me,which it would be very lard for me to expreſs, 
and gave me all the comfortI could receive, for an abſence'ttat was like to be of long 
conginuance. 1 know not how Hepheſftion was s'd by her, buta while after our depar- 
ture being inthe Province of the Vxiavs, he took the boldneſsto write toher,and to 
ſend his Lerrer with thoſe the King wrote to Syſigambr;;and to rhe Princeſs Statira,by 

the Meſſengers that came from them tointereede in the behalf of 2Zadates.” Thnew 
nothing of ir at"rhat time , - bue-ſhortly after being at Pey/cpais,, rwo ortlitee dayes 
before it was ſeton fire, we being boch in theKingsPalace; he paſſed by the tHoking 
upon a Lerter, and making a flop asit wereto finiſh the reading of it, he brought 
It ſo'near my eyes, that he gave me leafure ro obſerve Pariſatiss hand, and the chara- 


Rers of her Letter, - and not fatifed with having given methat knowledge, he let 
Itfall army feet, as by chanee;' and ſome of thoſe that were-aGour us, ſtepping for- 
ward to take it up,, Leave this himowr to me -alobt##( fad hewith an infupportible 
ride.) all that comes from my Prineiſſe , is ſo divine and ſacred , that onely Hepheſtion 
4 worthy to touch it. Thoughfhat ſaying offetidet all thoſe who had offered to doe 
Hitelar ſervice, hiscreditwith the King kept thetfrom replying , but I had cot _ 
« © e 
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fame conſideration , and my jealouſic laying before my eyes the advantage he had 
above me, and the belief that choſe words were meant to none but me , I was not 
capable of choſe arguments that ſwayed others, but without conſidering the place 
wherel was, Icame a little nearer to him, and taking my time as he roſe again, after 
he had taken up the Letter,and that to ſpite me the more he had kiſt ir, and ſtood fold. 
ing it up again before me, I faid in his ear with a reaſonable loud yoyce, Hepheſtion is 
leſs worthy of that honour, then any body elſe. 

He changed colour hearing me fay fo, and turned briskly toward me , bur as he 
was going to reply with as much ſharpneſs, asthe place where we were would ſuffer 
him to expreſs , all thoſe that Itad taken notice of our actions , ſtept berween us, and 
che King having heard of it, came tous, and reproved us very ſeverely. When he 
had told us of our fault , Hepheſtion ( continued he ) 7 world have you to conſider that 
Lyſimachus is 4 Prince ;, but alſo Lyſimachus, 7 world have you remember that I love 
Hepheſtion as my ſelf, I know not what intereſt obliged you to make him that Reply , but 
1 doe not mean that you , nor any body in the world , ſhall criſſe him in the deſign of ſer- 
ving Parifatis, ſince it is I that inſpire it into him, and will aſſiſt him in it againſt all the 
world. 

Theſe words went very near me, but the command he laid upon us toembrace 
each other in his preſence , was but lictle more pleaſing ro me , we _ him with 
much coldneſs, and though afterward he commanded us to love one another,it was not 
poſſible for him to gain theſe proofs of our-obedience. In the mean time 1 was moſt 
ſenſibly afitgd , and the ſight of Pariſaris's Letter , had wakened my jealouſie {6 
violently , that it was impoſſhble ſor me to taſte any repoſe, my eyes were no longer 
capable. of ſleep, and while others unwearied themſelves in their beds, from thoſe 
toyles and labours which are inſeparable from the profeſſion of armes, I ſpent whole 
nights in mine, in the conſideration of my niisfortunes, and of the advantages which 
contrary to Pariſatis's promiſe , Hepheſtion had viſibly obtained above me. *©Muſt 
* then ( faid I) themoſt accompliſhed of all Creatures, and ſhe upon whom the Hea- 
* vens have powred down all their graces, be blemiſhed with that Vice , which of all 
* othersI ſhould leaſt have ſaſpeRed her to be guilty of?What reaſon,O fair, but chan. 
* ceable. Pariſatis | What reaſon moved youto give me thoſe glorious hopes, where- 
* with I believed my paſſion too highly recompenced, if you had a deſign to fayour 
* another with them, both to the. prejudice of my life, and of your own pres 
* What offence have I committed againſt you fince then, and what ſervice have you 
* received from Hepheſtion, that ſhould have obliged you, not onely in favour of him 
* tochange thoſe promiſes you had made me, bur alſoto grant him honours, to which 
*I never yet ſo muchas pretended ? Ah ! Zyſimachas, ( continuedT) it is with juſtice 
© the Heavens chaſtiſe thy preſumption, thou haſt rais'd thy thoughts to a Prceſs too 
© divine for thy unworthineſs, and the Gods make uſe of Hepheſtigp, not to procure 
* him a fortune which he merits no more then thou, but to puniſh thee for thy fooliſh 
* raſhneſs., as they ſometimes have made uſe of thee to croſs a happineſs to which he 
* undeſervedly hath pretended. | 

In theſe thoughts I paſs'd the night of the deſolation of Perſepolis , and thus it was I 
entertained my ſelf, while Alexander himſelf with a Torch in his hand, ſet fire upon the 
faireſt Palace, and braveſt City inthe world. 

The King after he in the ruines, of that ately Town , had left marks of his fury, 
and debauch , took the Field again, to-proſecute Daris- tothe uttermoſt; and not to 
hold you inthe recital of things you know already, withina while after, we heard of 
the lamentable death of that great King, and were witneſſes of the moſt pitifull objeR 
that ever was beheld, You know the ſorrow Alexander expreſſed upon that occa- 
ſion , with how many tears he bewailed thardeath, and with whatpomp he ſent the 
body to the Queen his Mother , and to the Princeſſes his Daughters, to render him 
the laſt duties of burial, ' I will only tell you that my paſſion for the Princeſs P ari/atir, 
and the conſideration of that great Kings misfortunes , plunged me in ſo deep a ſor- 

row, that of a long time I was not to he comforted, and that only love,and the deſire of 
ſceing my Princeſs again, furniſhed me with ſtrength enough to wait upon thee King bu 
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the journey he made to Syſa, to vilie,” andcomtort then in their extreameſt aMi- 
ion. You know how hearrived there, how he wasTeceived by the Queens and 
Princeſſes, how he teſtified urtothem, the ſhare he bore in their ſorrow for thar 
lofle, and what uſage by found from the Princeſs Statirs, when after the freſh oc- 
cafions ſhe had co hate hini, be would needs renue the diſcourſes of his paſſion. I 
wilt onely tel}.you what concerns my ſelf, and let you know that 1 was.ſo deeply 
aMicted, both with my Princeſſes ſorrow, and that, which my own jealouſie caus'd 
in me, that I had no Difficulty co accommodate my countenance to the grief which 
appeared in thoſe fair deſolate Ladies, After that the firſt dayes of the greateſt mour- 
ning wereexspired, and that they were capable of other entertainment, then that of 
graves, 1addrefſed my ſelf to Princeſs Pariſatss, and fell again into my. old path, 
notwithſtanding all the King had ſaid, who zsI have told you, had forbidden me to 
croſs Hephbeſtzons deſign ; but I not onely deſpiſed that command, bur ſhould have 
diſobeyed the Gods themſelves, if they had requred any proofs of that nature from 
my obedience.  Ifoundno alteration in my Ptincefles humour, more then-what her 
lait loſs had cauſed, and though ſhe receiv'd me not with fo lively a countenance as 
before, ic was not the more. ſevere for being more dejeted. I did not laccompany 
her ſadneſs, and I expreſſed mine to her ſo many wayes, that two dayes before our 
departure, being alone with her, ſhe asked me the reaſon at my trouble : and ſeein 
that] fixtiny fight upon the ground, and anſwered her onely with a ſigh, ſhe — 
me a ſecond time to cell it her, With that I fr up mine eyes, and having looked up- 
on her a while without ſpeaking, Aſadamr, ( laid Iatlaſt ) mypaſſion for yow cannot 
be equalled bat by the reſpett that accompanies it , as alſo the greatneſs of my veſpett to 
70m, cannot be compared but untathat of my paſſion ; It us that reſpett, Madam, which 
keeps me in that perfett reſignation, WhereWwith I have laid my life, and all my thoughts 
at your feet, and *tis that reſpeft and that reſignation Which make me ſuffer in ſolence, 
and without murmuring , receive all thoſe uſages that can open me a paſſage to my Grave, 
as from my Swoereign, and from be? that canmt erre in her carriage toward me: Fir 
proof 1 proteft unto you, that if you bad not impoſed your command upon me, you ſoould 
never have learn'd that from my mouth, which you diſcovered in my face, over which 
have nit had the ſame power. I will tell you therefore, ſince you enjoyn me to it, that af- 
ter the pardon you had granted to my fault, and the gooaneſs you expreſſed in tolerating 
its countenance, I had anifeed that deſpair ont of my minde, which began to ſettle it ſelf 
there, and efteemed my ſelf moſt happy in thoſe limits you had given unto my hopes, and 
in the promiſe you had made me never to grant my rival any advantage over me, 1 con- 
feſſe this hope had begot apride in me, but Hepheſtions vanity quickly caſt it down, and 
his ſhewing us yur Letter, made. thoſe fair hopes quickly vaniſh, which I had unjuſtly 
conceived, but yet not without your permiſſion : I cenfeſs to you, Madam, this change 
of my fortune has touch'd me w nearly, that I have nt conrage enongh to bear it ; and 
though perchance I have enough to diſpute for you, with Hepheltion to the laſt moment of 
my life, 1 have not any that ts proof againſt the Declaration yru make in favour of hin ; 
1 doe nit at all urge the promiſe you made me, there 15 no engagement of a Severeign to 
bis Subjefts, and I have no right toexatt that from yon, which you were pleas'd to grant 
me out of meer ; 

I ended theſe words with the ſame confuſion I had ſhewed at the beginning of my 
diſcourſe, and the Princeſs after ſhe had hearkened patiently to' me, replyed withouc 
being moved, *Itistrue, Ly/imachrs. Ihave infavour of you taken a liberty to do 
* what Lmight well have forborn; but whac fault ſoever 1 committed, I forgot not 
* thoſe reſeryations it was necefſary for me toadde, and Iremember I often repre- 

* ſented to you, with what deperidance I ara tyed to- the will of thoſe- perſons to 
* whom my birth hath ſubmitted me, and my own intention never to ſwerye from ic 
* whileT live. This ſufficeth for my juſtification, andas you havelearn'd. that I re. 
* turnedan Anſwer to Hepheſtions Letter, you ſhall learn alſo when you pleaſe, thac [ 
*I diditby the Queens expreſscommand, and that ifI can be blamed inthat ation, 
**us onely for the reſiſtance I ſhewed in obeying ber, both through the repugnance I 
*found in my ſelf, and perhaps through your conſideration. Withopt ber —_— 
* order, 
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© order;1 'worild not ſo much as have receiv'd his letter,but ſhe was folliciced by 4/ex+ 
* anders entrearies,t0 which ſhe could refuſe nothing in the freſh obligat:on ſhe had ro 
© him,and the deplorable condition of our affairs. Bel:old what I beheve due ro your ſa- 
* tisfaRtion; 'and for mine own 1 will tell you, that you-oughygor to think ic ſtrange 
© hereafter, if I obey the onely perſon to whom the Gods have left any lawful power 
* overme; and although I eſteem you, at leaſt as much as  Hepheſtion, and that per- 
© chance in my inclination you have ſome advantage above him, be certain that as long 
* as 1ive, I will follow onely thoſe motions the Queen ſhall give me. 
It would be h:rd for me to repreſent unto you the different effeRs this diſcourſe pro. 
duced in me;on the one fide,the care = Princeſs took'to juſtifie her ſelfro me,and the 
' preferring of me before Hepheftion, by her own confeſſion, did extreamly joy me; 
but the proteſtation ſhe made, to regulate her will totally by that of Syſgambs, 
which | knew to be for Hepheſtion rather then for me, overwhelmed me. in a mortal 
ſorrow. Theſe two paſſions wfoughr each its effeR, but they were ſo. confuſed ar 
thar time, that they Hindred one another from breakingtorch in my Princeſſes pre» 
ſence, - I made as ſhort a refleRion upon them as poſſibly I could, and aſfoon as I 
was come to my ſelf again, lifting up my head, and lookingupon my Princeſſe with 
a languiſhing countenance, Madam, (faid1) 7 dee not deſerve the care you vouch- 
ſafe to taks for my ſatisfuttion, neither was it indeed to complain of you; nor to demand 
reparation, but only to obey you, that 1 made this confeſſion of my misfortune. If the 
will of Syligambis alone, eſtabliſh Hepheſtions happineſs, 1 ſhall bear it with more pa- 
tience, then if it came from your own inclination, and the favours I ſhall receive purely 
from your ſelf, will be much more dear, and much more cun|, derable tome, then thoſe to 
which others ſhall contribate, but this I know, that from what hand ſorver my unhappineſs 
comes, | I ſhall never be able to end my hopes but with my dayes, nor ſuffer the lſs of them 
but with that of my life. © 1 doubt not but the favour of Alexander gives thoſe advanta- 
ges to Hepheſtion, which my birth ought to give me above him , nor do 1 doubt but that 
conſideration makes the Yuen declare for him, and by her authority deſtroy all my heper, 
but if my miſery be inevitable, the happineſs of athers is not very certain, and ſince I have 
had the conrage to ſerve you, I ſhall alſo have ſo much as never to give over that deſign, 
but with the laſt = of my blood. | | 
I brought forth rheſe words with fo fad a tone, that ſhe was tonch'd with com- 
paſſion, and would perchance have given me farther marks of it, if we had not been 
interrupted by Hep-:eſtion, who entringinto the Chamber, came and took his place 
on the other ſide ofthe Princeſs, That troubling of our converſation redoubled my 
hatredof him, andduring the ſtay we made yet at S»ſa, we thwarted one another as 
much as yy we could. I couldentertain my Princefle in particular, but once 
more before our departure, and thenI conjured her, with the moſt ardent prayers 
my paſſion could invent to = me the fayour Hepheſton had obtained already, and 
ro be pleas'd, that ſince he had gotten that advantage of me in an abſence which was 
burſhorr, 1 might be permirted during anabſence which was to be a very long one,to 
write to her, and by that only comfort ſweeten the rigours of ſo cruela ſeparation:ſhe 
was not offended at that requeſt, but ſhe ſtopt my mouth by ſaying, that it was 
* onely by Syſigambrs's command, ſhe had received Hepheſtions Letter, and that if I 
* could obtain the ſime permiſſion of her, ſhe would ſhow no difficulty on her part. 
Ifaw well enoughthat anſwer wasa- refuſal of what I deſired, bur being within 
the rules ſhe hadeitabliſhedrto her ſelt; and wherewith T had promiſed to be content- 
ed, Thad nothingtoreply againſt it, | I doubted nor but that _— and many 
others had already perceived, or at leaſt ſuſpeRted my intention, but 1 would not 
hazard my ſelfro beg char favour, fromHher who already declared her ſelf for my ri- 
val. -Treſtified my ſorrow by the ſaddeſt words I could invent, and took my leave 
of het, without beingable to obtainany thing elle, | 
We departed from Swſa,as you have heard, andthe King having left the Ladies 
inthat Ciry in perfe-liberry, went to/ joyn with his Army again upon the way t0- 
ward Pa#thia. You may well exempr me from rearing all oor Voyages, and all A- 
texanders victories, you have learn'd a good part of them already, andthat _ 
; W 
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would require many whole dayes, beſides they contain nothing particnlarly of my ſelf, 
but the wounds I receiv'din ſeveral encounters, and the deſquiets my love made me 
ſuffer. 1 will only tell you, that we entred into Hyrcanta, and that having ſubdued 
chat Province ina few diyes, we marched againit che Afardes, whom we conquered 
with the ſame facility. 


After them we ane Agriaſpes, and the Arrachoſians, ard after the taking of 
the City of the Aſamacencs, we made war agunſt ſome Provinces which draw 


their original from the Scythians, and live wholly according to their manners,though 
they are not under the dominion of the King your Father, After that we paſs'd 
the Tanars, andentred into the Territories of the Zogdians, where thegHins profe- 
cuted his Conqueſts with the ſame ſucceſs, and having made himſelf r of that 
Countrey, he adyanced into Battria, where he deteated the difloyal Beſſres,and ſettled 
that grear Province under his obedience. It was inthoſe Countries his manners 
were corrupted, and chat among delights he lolt all that he had lefr of the Grecigy 
diſcipline. Then it wzs he began to ſpend whole dayes, and nightsin debauches, » 
diſfoluteneſs, and that he exacted adorations from bis followers, which alienated 
ſome of their hearts, and exaſperated him {o far againſt his beſt friends, that by their 
deaths he gave moſt fatal teſtimonies of the alteration of his nature, He caus'd the 
unfortunate Phil2tas, to end. his life in rorments, made the great and renowned 
Parmenio, to whom he owed a good part of his Conqueſts, to ſuffer death by the 
hand of Cleander, and with his own killed C/irzzs, one of his moſt neceſſary and moſt 
faichful friends. True it is, that Philvras and his father were ſuſpeRted of .a conſpi- 
racy againſt his perſon, and that C/iras by his infolent words, drew the Kings anger 
upon him, but inthe death of the innocent, and vertuous Caliſthenes, my old Tu- 
tor, whoſe intereſts were like to have buried me in his ruines, he ſhowed mzrks of 
the greateſt cruelty, and of the molt blameable ambition that ever was, The ver- 
tue of that great man, which could not be ſwayed co thoſe baſe  adorations, which 
he ſaw part of the Macedomians toop to, did fo animate that Prince, jealous of his 
ory, that he commanded that learned Philoſopher to be pur in_irons, and acculing 
Pim for having medled in the conſpiracy of Hermolaxs, he caus'd his noſe, lips, and 
ears to be cut off, and ſhutting him up in a Cage, refuſed him even dearh it ſelf, 
for a concluſion of his miſeries. 1 could not ſuffer che deplorable condition both of 
ſo vertuous a perſon, and one to whom I was infinitely obliged, without ſhowing 
ſome marks of compaſſion, which were like to have been my deſtruction, 1 viſited 
him in priſon, and having with tears { which that pitriful objeRt made me ſhed in 
abundance ) offered him all theſervicesI could do him in his misfortune, and which 
he was in a condition to hope for , he deſired meto help him to'poiſon, bar he defi- 
red it with ſuch urging prayers, that could nor refuſe him ſo cryel a mercy, andyer 
the onely one he could with reaſon wiſh, in the wotul eſtate to which he was reduced. 
I ſent him that faral preſent ſecretly, and with it the means of ending; by one dearh 
alone, the miſeries of many others, to which he was inhumanely deſtined.” Fhe 
King having been advertiſed ot it, was kindled with fo great a fury againſt me, that 
he commanded my perſon to be ſeiſed0n, and inzhe firſt motions of his wrath, whs 
ready to make me feel the moſt harſh, and cruel uſage his reſeritment could ſaggeft, 
but in the end he remembred I was a Prince, and the conſideration of the alliance 
that ryed us together, —_— part of his anger, and ſaved my life, againſt which 
he hadalready pronounced the ſentence of death. He cauſed meto be ſet at liberty, 
bur with the moſt bloody threats, his diſpteaſure could bring forth, and a proteſts- 
tion Never to have regard any more to my quality, if ever 1 wes fo infolent,. or fo 
unfortunate as to croſs him in his intentions. True it is, that beſides that cauſe of 
complaint, the manner of my carriage toward \Hepheſtion, tad given him man 
others , he had often commandetd me to be his fiicnl.oad had faund me o lictle dif. 
poſed to obey him, that he was thereby infinitely exaſperated againſt me, we never 
[poke to, nt never ſaluted one another, and ina quarrel he had with Craterws, I 
offered my ſelfunto hisenemy, and preſſed him with ſo muctiearneſtneſggo accept 


my ſervice, that all the world ſaw eaſily, it was rather my hgtred to HepPon, then ' 
D d my 
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my friendſhip to Crarerz, that made me embrace his intereſts with-fo much affe- 
Rion. Inthe mean time] wes rormented by my paflion with ſuchwiolence, that ab- 
ſence in which other ſouls tind remedy and eaſe, ſeemed ro hay produced a contrary 
effe&t in mine. Inall occaſions where Alexander tought, (in which 1 may ſay wich. 
out vanity, I was not the laſt) the Image of Pariſatis was alyayes preſent ro my me. 
mory, even in the midſt of diforder, blood and: contuſi nd all the moſt diſmal 
and molt dangerous objeRs, could neyer put herourt of it for a moment. I diſcour. 
ſed of her onely with Prolomexs, and the nearconfidence we had in one another, ſuffe- 
red me to declare my moſt ſecrer thoughts ro him alone. We were at Maracuds, 
when im the trouble it was to me, that 1 could not write to Pari/atis, not ha» 
ving be&Mble at my coming away, to obtain that permiſlion, which 1 had begged 
ofher, Prolomens thought a good while upon what I ſaid, and being ſpnſible of the fad- 
neſs which he found in my words and countenance, after he had conſidered a little, 
Dear Brother ( ſaid he ) the Gods do without doubt inſpire me a menns for your [atisfatti- 

and if you approve of what I ſhall propoſe to you, 1 believe you may get Letters con- 
veyed ro Parifatis, 

I embraced him dearly at that Propoſition, and beſeeching him moſt earneſtly to 
diſcover what he knew toward my happineſs, The gods and my good fortune ( con- 
tinued he ) have been pleas'd, that in ſpite of the ebſtacles I have met withal, and of the 
difficulties I have cvercome, 1 by the greatneſs of my love, and by my ſervices, have won 
the favour of Apamia, as you have heard already from me : That Princeſs is as dear 
to Pariſatis, as her ſiſter Barſina z5 to Statira, ana-7 believe that of all the Ladies near 
her perſon, there ts not any hath a more free acceſs to her ,, ſhe truſts her with her moſt 
ſecret thoughts, and prefers her viſibly before all thoſe ſhe loves. 1 am vain enough to 
promiſe my ſelf, that ont of her friendſhip to me, and her eſteem of you, ſhe will not avoid 
the occaſion of doing you goed offices, and that if you truſt a letter to her, ſhe will not one- 
ly deliver it toPariſatis, but will alſo make her well ſatisfied with her liberty, and pardon 
yours, ſhe hath a great deal of dexterity, a great deal of freedom, and a great deal of pow- 
er with Pariſatis. To merrow 1 will diſpatch Lycaſtes the moſt faithful and underſtand- 
ing of all my ſervants, with Letters to her, if you ſend any one of yours along with him, to 
bring you back word what ſhe hath done for you. 1 aſſure my ſelf you will receive ſatisfafti- 
on 'from her , and] will b:ſeech her ſo ardently to ſerve you, that my prayers ſhall not 
be unprofitable. 

I accepted Profomers his offer with much joy, and chough I was in a continual fear 
of diſpleaſing my Princeſs, I paſſed it over at that time, and aſſuring my ſelf upon 
Apamia's diſcretion, that ſhe would ngr give her my Letter without ſuch precaution 
as was neceſſary, In the end reſold write to her, and with that intention ha- 
=_ left Prolomens, that he might have leaſure to think of this diſpatch, I went away 
to do the like,” and after having long bethought my ſelf of words to ſweeten the fault 
I committed in uſurpinga favour, which had not been granted me, I at laſt wrote to 
her in theſe tearms. 


Ly$S1MACHUS to the Princels Par 1SaTis. 
Madam, 4 
F the Queens permiſſion bad been neceſſary for the liberty 1 
take, 1 ſbould have followed your Orders with a mo$t perfedi 
obedience; but not addreſſing theſe lines without the mediation 
of one that is dear to you, ether ber confideration will make you 
pardon wy fault, or her diſcretion will keep it from your know« 
ledge, of theſe words have the bappineſſe to employ your eyes 
.. for 
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for ſonte few moments they will recal auto your memory the image 
of the moſt faitbfull of all. men living, and the remembrance of 
thoſe gl-rious bopes,to which you bave given me leave torgiſe 
my thoughs/ Were I bit near enong! to the gods to bope you 
bad ftull conſerv'd the Ideaof bim who «dores you with all the 
reſpe&+ we owe torhem;' ſhould ſuffer the rigonrs of this cruel 
ablence with a courage , which begins to forſake me with my 
hope, and ſbould only fight to obtain glory, wbereas now I a it 
only to ſeek a death, io which my miſeries make me run,as tothe 
only remedy not forbidden me. But if my unhappineſs be as 
great as my temerity, and if the Idea of this unfortunate nan, be 
either troubleſome to you, or be ſlipt ont of your remembrance, be 
will wuhbout ſor» ow lay down alife , which be cannot keep 
without hope, and will dye without any atber grief, then that of 
depriving you thereby, of the moſt z.ealons,; aid moſt faithful 
of all thoſe that ever adored you. 


' 


This was what 1 wrote unto my Princeſs at that time, and having piven it to Beols- 
menus, he ſhewed mea Note he had written-inmy favour to Apamia, which he folded 
upin his Letter romine. Ithink the words of it were thefe, or to this purpoſe, 


P roLoMEUs tothe Princeſs Arawi a, 


FLyſimachus bs ſafety were not much dearer to wether my 

own,! ſhould not demand proofs of my Princeſſes frieadſbip, 
of nhe nature of thoſe 1 now deſire; but 1 put my life with that of 
this dear friend into ber bands, and am enconraged by ber god 
neſs to bope ſhe will have ſome care of their conſerwatios ; ſhe 
hath all power with the-Fxince(y Patifatis, 16: if I any 
with ber, 1 conjure her to get bertereceivelyſtwachuabs 
Letter, and to do ſarmeibing more (if 31: be floſſeble)far bis ſadiſ> 
faftion : 1 ſbail take. this favour oy tbe greaeii-I can reretue 
from her, - yexy to that of ber friendſbip. 2500 


trey of the $274ns, whither che 'Kitig was 
Aatacanda fone few dayes after, and erofyd the Yenipps, $65 ho defeated certain 
Troops th-t were drawn toggthet to, hinder out patl-fe, 


charge ro make alf che haſte chey cop, wich Fe to come back to us into the © 
to. the Proyimce of Naw: | That Countreypy c mediation of Prince Oxyeres; 
: | . 'D ' % 47 ST 1 P & put 
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pur it ſeltintothe Kings hands , and from thence he marched againſt the Sacavs, bur 
Prince Cobortanus, Roxana's Father, who was Governour of that Province, cameto 


meet him, and —_ him as his King , made very magnificent entries for us, 


all the Towns of his Goverriment, and without drawing ſword ſubmitted to 
bim, all the Countrey under hisobedience. You have heard how, courteouſly the 
King uſed him, and moreover how it was there he fellin love with that crafty Wo- 
tnan ,-'and accompliſhed that marriage which was _ by all his friends , and 
which hath cauſed us ſo many misfortunes, and ſo much ſorrow. 

The whole Court was taken up with the Pomp of that fatal Marriage, and Roxana 
was inthe higheſt pitch her ambition had ever made her aim at, when Prolomess his 
Eſquire, and mine return'd from S»ſa, Prolomews by his , received a Letter from A- 
pamia, but mine came back empty handed, 1 began to be afflicted at my misfortune, 
and to expreſs my grief for a thing, which nevertheleſs I was prepared for before, 
when Ptolomexs found x little Note in his Letter , which we believed contained an an- 
ſwer of the Commiſſion he had given unto Apamia, he read her Letter, the words 
whereof I do not remember, beſides the recital of them is no way important to that of 
my life; and after that we open'd the Note we found theſe words. 


The Princeſs Aeamia, to Prince ProLowEus, 


£ Jo by the ſucceſs, with what care I have laboured for 
* & your friends intereſts, Pariſatis's minde is not eafily to be 
< managed, but T have ſo perlecuted her,that without doubt 
*I have drawn more from her then you expeRed ; do not 


accuſe me if you be not both ſatisfied, and believe E will 


©loſe'no occaſion of doing your friend all the good Offices 
©*hecan hope for , froma perſon who hath a moſt particular 
* eſteem for his merit. | 


A little below theſe lines we ſaw others, which we inſtantly knew to bemy Prin- 
ceſſes hand , and caſting my eyes upon them with incredible tranſports, Ptolomens 
ard 1-read theſe words. 


©Apamia 'isthe moſt troubleſome Creature in the world; 
© ſhe is not contented with having made me receive Lyſims- 
cbs his Letter, but will alſo make me aſſure him my ſelf, 
Fthat-I -have not forgotten him, and Iam willing to give 


© that teſtimony of my friendſhip to her,and Lyſimachs that * 


* of my eſteem. _ 


I read theſe words over a thouſand times, and kiſs'd the Letters as often, with 
ſuch” exceſs of joy, as Lam notable to repreſent, See what my condition was, ans 
in what manner I acknowledged the merit of that Princeſs, and the price ofher fa- 
yours, ſince after a. ſeryice of many years , I was ſoover-joyed to receive words 
which ſcarce ſurpaſſed the limits of ordinary civility; and yer itis moſterue , that 
per Ss never lover welcomed the favours he had moſt ardently deſired, with greates 
raptures of contentment, then I ſhowed ag ghe ſlight marks of my pn re 
Wag membrance, 


LIMI 
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membrance, I would not ſtop at fo happy beginnings, burmaking uſe of the ſam® 
conveniency , and of Apamia's goodneſs , who afliſted me with ſo much freedorn, 1 
wrote to her many times during the reſt of our Voyage, and-wasus'd by her wich 
that equality whichT have ever found in her moderate hamour, Within a tew dayes 
after , Craterus and | were ſent with a flying Camp againft Haſtenes and Catenes, the 
moſt inſolent Barbarians that ever were , and who yet refufed the yoke to which all 
Aſia had ſubmitted. We defeared chem ina pirch'd Battle, and Carexes being kill'd 
by my hand , and Hauſtenes taken Prifoner , the ww no more to doe in thar 
Countrey , but prepared himſelf for his march into the Z»diex. It wasat thattime 
thatthe misfortune of the Phyloſopher Call;thenes, and mine alſo happened, asIhave 
told you already, and although 1 ſtood then _ very illtearms in the Kings opi- 
nion, yet would I not fail to attend him through honour in that expedition, as 
moſt dangerous of all choſe he had ever undertaken. You have heard the ſuccefſe 
of that famous Voyage, how we entred into the 7»dies, the Towns we ſtormed, the 
Battles we gave , andthe notable Victory the King obtained of Porxs, to whomhe 
generouſly reſtored his Kingdom. From thence we went into the Countrey of the 
Sophites , rook the Ciry of the Oxyarakes by aſſault , where the King with ſo grear 
danger of his perſon , ſhew'd ſo many proots ofan admirable valour; we paſg'd the 
Gedroſia, and over-ran all the 7ndies with the ſucceſle that accompanied the King in 
all his expeditions. Why ſhould I keep you longer in a ſuperfluous relation? In 
ſhort, after having done things that ſurpaſs belief, and made the bounds of his Em- 
pire almoſt as valt as thoſe of the whole Earth, the King with his Triumphant Ar- 
my took his way toward $*/a, and arrived there two years after his departure from 
thence. 1 have told you ſuccinly whar paſs'd in many years , but I will recountthe 
'more important aceidents of my life, ſomething more ar large , and the recital of 
them will without doubt be lefs cedious to you, You heard from 7 res the Kings re- 
ception into that Town , after what manner he carried himſelf to the Princeſſes, and 
how by theſight of Statira, he grew more inftamed then ever, inthar love , which 
the rigorous uſage of that Princeſs, a two years abſence , the great imployments 
he had, and the charms, or rather the artifices of wicked Roxana, had almoſt ex- 
tinguiſhed ; you know how he fell co ſerve her moreardently then before , and how 
that courageous Princeſs continueda long time the proſecution of her former rigour, 
and generouſly diſdain'd that authority which the chance of war, and the misfortunes 
of her Family had given him over her. I will not tell you how I was received by the 
Princeſs Pari/atis, I found her the very ſame, and that moderation I had alwayes ob- 
ſervedin her, from the birth of my affeRion, had not forſaken her, nor never parted 
from her ſolong as the Gods were pleaſed to continue her among mortals : Certain ir 
is, I never ſaw ſogreata firmneſs and ſolidity ina minde, nor didI ever ſee her wa- 
ver in any reſolution her duty made her take, 

Yet I may fay without waky, that at my arrival ſhe went a little beyond the 
bounds of that eſteem , within which ſhe ſeemed to have limired my pretenſions, and 
that if ſhe did not expreſs ſome love to me , ſhe at leaſt ſhewed me marks of a great 
deal of good will : I received them asthe Sovereign felicity , to which I had ever ray-- 
ſed my thoughts , and beganto hope for the moſt advantageous change in my fortune, 
that] had ever propoſed-unto my feff, . Ireturn'dthanks to the Princeſs Apamia , an- 
ſwerable to the greatneſs of my Obligations, and found her ſodiſpoſed to the continu- 
ance of her good Offices, that 1 abuſed her go« oftentimes, to entertain my 
Princeſs at her lodgings out of Hephe#3ons preſence. And truly I was not ſo unfor- 
tunate , bur that by the length and diligence of my ſervices, I gain'dall that could be 
pretended to, from a perſon of her humour, and likewiſe hopes of being preferr'd be- 
fore Hepheſtion , if it —_ abſolutely upon her own choyſe, bur how great aſſu- 
rances ſoever I received of her fayoar, I could never perſwade her to make any re- 
fiſtance againſt the will of $yfgambis , nor ever to follow any other Lawes while ſhe 
lived, then thoſe ſhe ſhould preferibe her. That was my misfortune, and —_—_ 
ruine, and my rival fortified by the Kings affiſtance, imployed his interceſſion ſo 
powerfully to Sy/gambir , that Sacatubicoas Queen, finding greater — in 

Qatcuing 
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matohing her Daughcer to Hepheſt5on , who had an abſolute power with Alexander; 
took his part, opeply.; and declared her intentions publickly, She commanded the 
Husband , and whoſe. allyance the change of their condition made them ro accept 
with joy, 2sthat ofa Prince, who by the favour of the greareſt man _ Earth; was 
at. thartime the ſecond perſon in the World. : 1 beard from Apamia the firſt news of 
the misforcune I had ever feared}, ſhe was wiling to flatter me , by the relation ſhe 
matle of che grief this command had wrought 'in Pariſatis, but I was eafily unde- 
ceiv'd, and judg'd with probability, thar albeit ſhe inclined to my fide, the graceful! 
faſhion of my Rayal, his Valour, and the other good Qualities he poſſeſs'd very advan- 
tageouſly , would _ comfort her , _ ſhe. perhaps had receiv d that com- 
mand with ſame diſpleaſure, I nevertheleſs beſeeched 1pamia, to belp me tothe 
means of entertaining ber with more liberry ,. then I ſhoald have from thencefor- 
ward at the Palace,and Parifatis was content to give Apemia that proof of her friend- 
. ſhip, and me chat recompence of thoſe ſervices ] had done her,ſince my ill fate forbad 
me to hope for 2 greater one. 1 had the happyneſs to ſee her arthar Princeſſes Cham. 
ber, and hving cit my ſelf at her feer, 1 faid all cthara moſt violent pafſion could 
; into the: mouth of a deſpairing man, I ſpared neither words nor tears ro move 
er, but though I fhirr'd up ſome piry in her, and that found her rouch'd with 
ſa mach cenderneſsand compattion, it was impoflible for me to mike her change her 
reſolution, or draw her inthe leaſt manner from the tearms of that obedience , to 
which ſhe had ſubmitted herſelf, 7 do zo diſavow, Lyſimachus, ( faid ſhe ) bat that 
ger. fervices full of reſpect and diſcretion, have really wrought'in me ſome good will tw 
wird you, and [ give you proofaof it , which you camot but acknowtedge , if you have 
not chang'd your humour; yet ncicher can you. deny but that through the whole courſe of 
your affettion, aud in all the aſſwrances I have given you of my eſteem, 1 have ſed all 
thoſe precantions that might free me from your reproaches ; I efteom: you very much , and 
if\ you force me to fay more, 1 bear a goed wilt toward you , which goes beyond an eſteem, 
and which I never bore to any other body in the world , but I have not ſo ſtrong an affeition 
t0J0u , 4s to make me forget what To\ve unto my ſelf , and to\vommit fawtts that would 
worm my reputation , and do a mortal injury to that illuſtrious bleed whence 1 ans de- 

' faded | 


» © Madam, ( ſaid 1, interrupting her ) Idemand no proofs of you, that can offend the 
* ſevereſt Vertue [do not require that you ſhauld openly oppoſe the Queens will, nor 
* that in ſpite of her commands you ſhould rye-your ſelf to the fortune of a miſerable 
* man; but what-wrong ſhall: yog do your ſelf , or yourbirth , or your repucation, 
; though you ſhould take the pains to repreſent unto her the fincerity of my affeRion, 
and t 
* with more (atisfaRion , then one to the advantage of my Rival; ſhe will not accuſe 
© you «f meanneſs of ſpirit, nor willſhe thinkit ſtrange you ſhould be pleas'd with the 
* ſervices of Zy/jmachas, lince ſhe ſuffers and furthers the ſuicof Hephefion , who, 
* hace the Kings fayour, cannot boaſt of any adyantageover me. 

- Lyſimachns , ( teply'd the Princeſs) never defire thoſe things of me, which I neither 
ht , mor will ever be of an bumony to grant you; 1 value Hepheſtion very mech, 1 
aw obliged to hims forthe ſervices he has dowe me , and 1 have mo averſion to hit perſon, but 
wt withitanding this declaration , which 1 make td you withtruth , if you can perſwadt 
the Zyeen to. ache. me my inclinations , and ta: leave it to my own diſpoſing whe I will 
make: choyce of Hepheſtion , or of your ſelf, 7 proteZ+ rayoust ſhall never be but in your 
fievour. Behuld the greate$# yow caw ever hope fon: fram me , and I beſaeh you to defirem 


wore. es 240 f x1 5, 4 
" This wzs all Licould obrainof her , and reticing a little rom me ; ſhe'kefeme ina 
mortal aftligtion,' accompanied with an unprofitable conſolation. In former times! 
ſhonld have received ſuch aidiſcourſe, with cranſporrs of joy", bur then my-misfot- 
rune was £00 near; and effects: were too neteſfary for me to be fatisfied with words 
alone; ic was ao.envugh that ſhe wiſh'd, it wasrequifite t6 doe ſomething in 

- favour, and[ wee ao longer ina conditionto be fatisficd with fruidehs deſires, 1p: 


. 


Princeſs! her Daughter to receive his ſervices, as from one whom ſhe deſtined for her 


gh you ſhould let her know , you could receive a commandiin my favour, | 
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all the night after, inthoughts full ofirreſolution, and in conſiderations of my misfor. 
runes, which were like to have ſent me to my grave : All my deligns ended in the 
death of Hepheſticn , but before I came to that extremity, which wasindeeda way 
ro my revenge, but notto the free poſleflion of my Princeſs, I reſoly'dto try the means 
Thad yertlefr, and uſe ſome endeavours to turn Sy/gambrs to my fide, I ſaw but lit- 
tle "ollibiliry init, but [would not neglect any thing that could ſerve for my pre- 
ſervation. I could not entertain her in particular of all the day following, but the next 
after, hearing ſhe was alone in her Cloſer, I deſired admittance, which was very civilly 
ranted me. Afſoon as I wasalone with her, I fell down upon .my knee, and not- 
withſtanding all ſhe did to make meriſe, I continued ſtill in that poſture, and ſpoke 
to her on this manner : 7t zs no longer time, Madam, to ack, youpardon of a fanlr, for 
which I ſee my ſelf ſeverely puniſhed, and for which T have already ſuffered all the pains 
that conld be due to the blackeſt crimes. T have been infinitely to blame, for having rai- 
fed my thoughts unto the Princeſs Pariſatis, who cannot be worthily ſerv/d, but by the 
greateſt King in the world ; but 'tis a fault, which certainly ſhe hath forced me to com- 
mit, and againſt which I have made all the reſiſtance, a juſt knowledge of my own deme - 
rit could inſpire. I have done amiſſe, in having without your conſent, ſervd her who 
draws her birth from Jon, and all whoſe intentions are governed Wholly by yours , but 
that ſame knowledge which made me defend my ſelf long againſt her charms, th me from 
declaring to you, ſuch ambitions deſigns, and would fl tye up my tongue, if the fortune 
of my rival did not authorize my preſumption. Since you ſuffer Hepheſtions prerenſions, 
1 may without offending you, make confeſſion of mine, and take the boldneſs to declare my 
live, from the allowance yon afford to bis. Though fortune or his deſerts have given hin 
the favour of a King, the Heavens made me to be born, with ſome advantage above 
him, and I am of a blood to which he thinks it an honour to be allied in a very remote 
degree. Tlay thoſe things before your eyes, only to obtain pardon for a fault, which you 
have pardoned in him, and not to draw from your Majeſty a conſent to my happineſſe, 
which I can neither hope for by my birth nor merit : *Tis only mypaſſion, the pureſt 
and moſt perfett that ever Was, that intercedes to you now in favonr of me, *tis that which 
makes me embrace your knees, and beg a life of you, which I will not keep but for the ſers 
vice of your family ;, be pleaſed to ſufſer me to ſerve Pariſatis with the ſame hopes that 
Hepheſtion doth, azd incline onely to him who of us two ſhall make himſelf moſt confider- 
able by hzs ſervices, or Who by his adorations ſhall oblige the Princeſſe to favour him 
with her choice, it 1s a mercy ful of juſtice which I beg of you, and which I conjure you 
to grant me by the memory of Darius, and by all that you acknowledge to be moſt holy, and 
moſt venerable. 
lIendedin this manner, kiſſing the hem of her garment, and embracing her knees 
with ations which mollified her without doubt, and made me diſcover ſome marks of 
compaſſion in her face, But after having patiently heard me, | and madeyet ſome at- 
tempts to raiſe me up, ſhereplyedintheſe words. *The Gods are my witneſſes, 
* Lyſmachus, that your perſon is very conſiderable to me, and that your Diſcourſe 
* has touch'd me ery ſenlibly , I know the greatneſs of your birth, and am acquairit- 
*ed with the merit of your perſon, both of them give me juſt inclinations for you, 
"and make me account my Daughters happy, to finde in their misfortunes, and in the 
*ruine of our Family, that ſuch as your ſelf yer turn their eyes upon them, And'1 
*beſeech you to believe, it is notthe favour of Alexander, neither the need we have 
* in our preſent calamity, of a ſupport near the King, thar makes me prefer Hephe- 
"ſtion before you; nor yet leſſe any advantage I have obfervedinhis perſon more 
"then yours, that thoves me to. approve of his deſigns, bur bis having made them 
"known to me ſooner then you, and the promiſes whereby Iam engaged to the King 
'andtohim, you are notignorant, thar among perſons of our-quality they are,in- 
' violable, and you know beſides, that they to whom1 have given my word, arein 
*a condition to makeme keep it, andthatI am little capable to diſputeit with them. 
'T hope Lyſmachus, you will be ſatisfied with theſereaſons, and that you will not at- 
. tribute a pure effe& of my misfortune, to any want of good will or reſie | 
This was the anſwer I had from Sy/ſgambis, and I by it was fo mortally ſurcharged 
| with 


& 
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with grief, that it was impoſſible for me to diſſemble it from the Queen, I roſe up 
frombefore her, withour replying, and went out of the Cloſer ſo changed, thar | 
could hardly have been known. | 

Hirherto Orocndates had hearkened to Lyſmachns, without interrupting him, bur 
when he wasin this part of his relation, he could not forbear ſaying to bim with a deep 
ſigh, Ah, Lyſimachus ! phat a reſemblance our m'sfortunes have to one another ; and 
how much you Will afflitt me by the recital of your diſaſters. TI ſhall be too much concern- 
ed inthem, ts hearken to them with curioſity; but 'tis no matter, let's break, through 
theſe dangerous aſſages, and ſince the remainder of our lives are deſtined only to. miſerics, 
let us not Teo entertain each other with any thing but matters of ajfliftion. 

Oroondates holding his peace after theſe words, and diſpoſing himſelf to lend ar- 
tention, Lyſfmachas went on with his Diſcourſe on this manner. 


The End of the firſt Book. 
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Hich way ſhall I be able ( great Prince ) to deſcribe the exceſſe 
of my affliction, after the cruel ſentence of Sy/;gambis ? Ima- 
gine your ſelf all that love, jealouſie, grief, anger, and de- 

- ſpair can produce in a ſoul mortally agitated with al theſe pafli- 
ons, and you may go near to conceive the motions thattor- 

mented mine. I paf'd the reſt of theday in tranſports of a man- diſtracted,” which 

cauſed a fear in Prolomers, who forſook me not in my misfortunes, that I was in 
ſome danger of loſing my ſenſes. But for his hinderance I ſhould not have deferred 
my reſentments longer, but he perſwaded me to try yet the Kings favour, thereby to 
free my ſelf from thoſe reproachesI might receive one day, of having offended him 
unjuſtly, To fatisfie him I went to the Palace next morning, and getting the King 
moved, to grant me leave to ſpeak with him in private, he ſent for me alone into his 
Cloſet, I drew near to a window upon which he was leaniog, and having made my 
obeyſance to him, with a countenance quite changed, he in my eyes found' marks of 
my deſpair , Ithink he doubred what was the cauſe that brought me, but he diſſem- 
bled it, and having asked me very coldly, 7 come, Sir, ( faid 1) to beg of your Xa- 
jeſty, what a Prince who hath the honour to be of your blood, hopes he may obtain, and 
what a moſt juſt King may lawfully grant to one that hath moſt faithfully ſerved him; 

T require of you neither Treaſures nor Provinces for the price of the blood 1 have liſt in 

your ſervice, my ambition is more noble, and more legitimate, and if it be blameable 


having made me raiſe my eyes to the Princeſs Pariſatis, 7 have preſcribed jus? Rows 4 
thoſe 
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thoſe deſires it hath bred in me ,, ſince it is not that Princeſs I dewand for the yecompence 
of my ſervices but only the power to ſerve her with an advantage equal to that of my rivals; 
let your Majeſty be pleas'd but to reſtrain your auth»rity, and not to declare Jour ſelf for 
Hepheſtion, againſt a perſon who hath the happineſſe to be near you ;, leave but Pariſatis 
the liberty of her choyce , and thoſe that ſerve her, the hope of being recompenced according 
to the merit of their ſervices. 7uſtice ſpeaks in favour of my interets, and its conſiderati- 
on alone may move a King , who hath alwayes fulloWed it exaftly, to grant What he would 
refuſe tomy birth, and ſervices. PE.” 

The King would not ſuffer meto ſay more, but interrupting metartly , * Ly{ma- 

*:bus, ſaid he, my intentions were ſufficiently known to you, to keep you from 
* asking me a thing which I neither can, nor will grant you, Iam not ignorant of 
*your birth and ſervices, neither are you ignorant of CY | bear Hepheſti- 
*,x, nor of the promiſes I have made to afliſt him in an affe&ion which he diſcover. 
*ed ro me before you did yours, andin which I ſtrengrhened my ſelf by the hopes I 
have given him. This knowledge ought not onely to have diſſwaded you from a 
* moſt unjuſt requeſt, but ought alſo to have curbed thoſe defignes which you have - 
* nouriſhed to the prejudice of my intention , and of the command I gave youto the 
*contrary, 
Theſe £A went ſonear me, that it was impoſſible for me to ſuffer the continu- 
ation of them without interruption, and though che death of Clyrz« had baniſhed li- 
berry of ſpeech from Court, my rage blinded me fo far, that I could not forbear to 
make this-reply. | 

I never failed of my obedience to your Majeſty , while you required noother proofs of 
it , but ſuch as were within your power; and Hepheſtion never obeyed you more readily 
then I whenſoe're Jou commanded us to aſſault a wall, or charge into a Battalion ;, but 
when you forbad me to love Pariſatis, 7 confeſſe I diſobeyed you , as I ſhould have done 
the Gods themſelves if they had impoſed the ſame Command upon me ; I love her , and 
ſerve her, and Imnſt love her and ſerve her to my Grave ; my paſſion for her never with- 
drew me from any oecaſion whither your intereſts called me, I have the marks of it all over 
my body , and ſuch as this happy Favonrite cannot ſheW the like. If by the number of my 
woznds I cannot diſpute With him for Alexander's favour , I will _ with him to the 
laft drop of my blood , for the poſſeſſion of Pariſatis, let your Majety be but pleas'd to give 
u leave to decide ony pretenſions with our $ words, let Pariſatis be his, who is the more vali- 
ant , or the more hapyy , and let death be the portion of him that is the weaker, or the more 
unfortunate. | 

The King could hardly contain himſelf at the hearing of theſe words, and his anger 
breaking our through his eyes, and the changes of his countenance , would withour 
doubt have terrified a perſon from whom his diſiſters had not taken away that affe&ti- 
on which we naturally bear to life, Burt 1 beheld him withour fear, as likewiſe with- 
ontfear I heard him make this anſwer, R | 

*This is not the firſt time Lyſmachas , that you have given proofs of your irreye- 
rence, and contempt of him co whom youare born a SubjeR, I remember it ſtill y 
well, and I ſhall be ableto bring you again within the limits of your duty, whenſoe- 
ver you ſhall cake the boldneſs to go beyond them : inthe mean time I forbid you 
not only to croſs HepheZtion in his love, but ſo much as ever to look upon Pari/aris, 
"and I proteſt to you by Zapiter Hammon , and by the Soul of King Philip, thatif you 
difobey what I command, by all the authority 1 _ over you, I will have noreſpe&t 
*atall unto your birth, bur will ſubmit you to the ſeverity of our Laws, as the meaneſt 
* Macedimian, 

He brought forth theſe laſt words with ſuch a thundring voyce, that they eaſily 
were heard by them in the next Chamber, and not giving me any leiſure to reply, he 
Opened the Cloſer door himſelf, and went out to the Company, who quickly obſerved 
n his face, the ill bumor 1 had put him in. I came outafter him, and paſs'd through 
the Chamber ſo blinded with griefand rage , that I hardly knew my deareſt friends 
4 I went by them, Prolomens followed me, and Antigonus, Polypercon, Craterus, Eu- 
menes, Meleager, and many others, whom favour did not baſely make to forſake their 

Ee * friends, 
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friends, came preſently after to my Lodging, and offered me all the aſliſtance I could 
defire from their friendſhip. I was ſo tranſported, that I had ſcarce the judgement to 
thank them for their offers, and Prolomens having eas'd me of that care , they retired 
within a while, and left me art liberty to digeſt my anper, and to let my grief break 
forch with violence, Then it was that I diſcharged my heart, by words tull of paf- 
ſion, and that I poured forth againſt Alexangers injuſtice , all that rage, and reſent. 
ment could pur into the mouth of a deſperate man ; Iwalked faſt up and down, and 
making a ſtop now and then with furious exclamations, I ſtruck a fear of my fafery 
inco them vat were about me, 

what! (ſaid 1) will they then thus by authority take Pariſatis away from me, and my ſoul 
with her ? Shall a Tyrant diſpoſe of what I alone have lawfully acquired , and ſhall his 
Minion triamph over my life for a reward of his flatterics? No, ne, Hepheſtion, No, no, 
Alexander , you are nt yet at the end of your deſignes , and to give you notice that Lyſi- 
machus is alive , is enough to perſwade you , that you ſhall nt carry away theſe illuſtrious 
ſpoils wi thout blooaſned : Yes, Rival, I have an heart ſtill, and I have alſo an hand to pierce 
thine a thouſand times, and with thy life tear an image thence, which it is unworthy to con« 


erve. 

i In the like ſpeeches, and motions full of fury, 1 ſpent thereſt of the day, all Pre 
lomens his Councels , and thoſe of my other friends, who came to viſit me, not being 
able any way to abate my ſorrows , nor moderate the violence of my reſolutions; 
When Prolomeus ſaw I was reſoly'd to runto extremities, and that I no longer gave 
ear to the reaſons he alledged , he gave over arguing againſt my intentions, and only 
rold me, that whatſoever my deſign was, he would blindly follow my fortune, and 
never ſeperate himſelf from my intereſts. I thanked him for his affeRion, as much as 
I conld in that condition, and having aſſured him that I would not refuſe the proofs of 
it, when they ſhould be neceſlary for me , 1 begg'd ofhimto viſit Apamia, and to at- 
rempt yer ſomething on my behalf, WhenlIwasrid of him, Ibethought my ſelfof 
the means to'ſee Hepheſtion , and nor finding it very eaſte , by reaſon of a great num- 
ber of perſons whom favour kept ſtill cloſe abouc him. IJ beliey'd I could not declare 
my intentions otherwife to him thenby a Letter, which 1 might withour difficulty 

get delivered to him ,. by ſome ſervant of mine who was not knovn unto his Family. 
With this deſign I call'd for Paper, and wrote to him in theſe rerms:; 


LYSIMACHUS to HEPHESTION. 


G [? is not by the Kings favor, Hepbeſtion,that Pariſatis is 
* *to be diſpured for,that Conquelt is too illuſtrions to be 
* obtain'd by any other price then that of our bloods; our 
*Swords ſhall decide our Conceſtations, and ſhall give the 
© Conqueror that glorious recompence of his valor, & death 
tothe conquered for the puniſhment ofthis ambition. T hele 
© hall be the laws of our combat, and is to obſervethem 
Cthat I ſtay for you in Saturns field, with my Sword alone 
© other armes would but retard our deſignes, and would 


© {air ill with the deſire of Conquering, or dying preſently 


. Having written this Letter I called 7imantes, who of all my ſervants was lealt 
known at Court ,” but not leaſt capable of ſuch.a Commiſſion; I inſtructed himin 
what he had to doe, and having injoyned him ſecrecy upon his life, I paſs'd the night 
inthe impatiency you may imagine, ; "4 
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All the Court was full of our Aﬀairs ; and: very few were'ighorant of the cauſe I 
had to quarrel with Hepheſtion, but there were fewer who believed, that after having 
receiv'd ſo expreſs a command to the am—_——_ the King, and ſuch frefh threats, 
I would ſo quickly run to extremities, w my deſtraiion appeared mevirable, 
This w3s it chat facilitated my deſign, and hindred Hepheſtions friends and mine from 
keep ey would have done, if chat opinion had notmadethemalirtle 
confident. Yet ] not doubt but that Hepheſtion would have a great many with 
him ar his riſing, and that Prolomers, and ſome others of my friends would:come earl 
ro my Lodging, whereupon 1 got abroad by break of day, and mounting my bel 
Horſe, 1 went out ofthe Town alone, after having given Timentes ſuch other orders 
and inſtruQtions as were neceſſary, he diſcharged that truſt very diſcreetly, and I 
will tell you the mannerasI learn'd itfrom himſelf, Scarce did the day beginto ap- 

5 a he was at Hepheſtions gate , he went into the Court, upſtairs, and into 
the great Chamber withour difficulty , the entry thither nor being hard for a man of 
any faſhion; but drawing near the door of the Anti-chamber, with many others, who 
waited for Hepheſtions riling , he knocked ſoftly , a door-keeper opened it a lictle, and 
having rebuked him for the noiſe he made, while Hepheſtion was aſleep , © know the 
© orders well enough ( ſaid he) to. pay him tharreſpeR, ifI were not forced to break 
*it, by aſtronger conſideration, tell _ Maſter that I have a very important adver- 
*tiſement to give him , andchat for the ſafety of his life, he oughtro admit meto the” 
* ſpeech of him wichour further delay. \ 
" See how far this man hazarded his life to ſerve me, there is no doubt but if F7e- 
pheſtion had not been truly generous, he had been in manifeſt peril; - and it was thac 
knowledge made me make uſe of ſo dangerous a way. The door-keeper having 
made ſome of Hepheſtiops principal Servants acquainted with what 7 imaxtes had fai 
they were of opinion together, that the buſineſs was of conſequence enough to-waken 
him for it, and thereupon ing preſencly to his bedlide , they interrupted his ſeep 
to tell him what they had heard from 7imanres. Hepheſtion preſently commanded 
him to be broughtinto the Chamber , andgo his bedſide ; andiceing Hepheſtione fer- 
vants were retired, he delivered my Letter to him, ſaying, he in that paper ſwnld finde 
the advertiſement he had to give bim. oy wal an] 

.. I know not what Hole thought when he ſaw himſelf deceiv'd, but T5mones 
told me he read it without being moved, and without ſhewingany other marks in 
his eyes and countenance, ſave of anger and fierceneſs. When he had made an end of 
reading it , he faid (fo low as.he could not be over-heard by thoſe char were onthe 
far ſide of the Chamber) Yow are a diſcreet man, and I am not lefſe bligedgo you then 
wr Maſter. | | 3 2 J 
I theſe words he call'd for ——_— : _ yarn his = _ ſhould 
made ready , and brought preſently to the Gate, being extreamly reſpected b 
his Servants , "be was 0 ugh i farther informing theniſelves ofkis Kncations, 
and was no ſooner dreſſed , but he went out of his Chamber', and nor fuffering any 
of his People to attend him , came down into the Court, ard took the Horſe he had 
iven order for, The place I had appointed him-was ſufficiently known, it wasthere 
the King us'd often to exerciſe his Troops, being a Field not above ten or twelve fur- 
longs from thar City. He gallopt his Horſe full ſpeed through the fireers of 8»/«, 
and carried by an impatiency like-mine , went out.of the Town;and came to memuch 
ſooner then I ex When 1 ſaw him appear all my blood was moved, and all 
my paſſions ſtirr'd up with ſo much yehemence,, that they deprived me ofthe judge- 
ment 1 cp hs ap Ya a weed inſuch like Cong I ran to mecthim with 
my Sword rea awn , and.with-a threatning cry, not having modeſty to 
forbear ſaying Nilere ir is, thow unjuſt rnniſber ofmy happings: that we will de- 
cide our pretenſions, otherwiſe then by the favour of thy Maſter, and thou ſhalt ei- 
ther loſe Pariſatir with thy life, or win, her with mine. He ſtaidnotto anfwer 
me, neither indeed did 1 givehim the leiſure, bur ruſhing upon @ wwe 
then judgement, 1was received fo vigorouſly, that at that firſk Encounter oor Sword 
having met without effe&; our Horſes wen Reagan with their 
WF + haun- 
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haunches, ive: raigthem-up apain with the Spur, arid having takeriaCherle career rg 
make therh recover the ſhock , weturn'd _—_ _ upto nts; with 
the fame tmpe! as before , bur-ygith a different ſucceſs. '' Þ wounted Fepheſftion 
with-the — Sword in the Niaer , and Hephe(tionſttiking'ac me ork is 
gave! me-a very flight ronch on thehead ; but his fword.comips down upon the poll 
of my:Horſe, he:received.a wound wherewirh I xvas CO ee 0 
with my.own. That vigorous Eng bimſelf hurt , fell a leaping and bonn- 
ding, and in' ſpite- of all 1 could do ro'ftop him; ran away with me above an hin- 
dred paces ;, Hepheſtion followed exceeding fiereely , and holding his Sword at. 
moſt- ar-ty_'reins., 447 Lyſimachns;, '( ſaid he-) is it thus thou'fighteſt for Pari- 


ſatis. | 
Thefe words kindled ſuch a rageinme, as1 canntiotpoſlibly repreſent, and having 
tamed. ithar firſt fury:of my Horſe , I urtn'd his head ar laſt againſt Hepheſticn ; who 
had overtaken me, ahdprefling violently upon him , his Sword flipr againſt my ribs 
withoureacring int my body , and 1thraſting mine under his arm, ran bim through 
the thigh, and najted-1t ro the- cantle of his/ Saddle ; the difficulty was ro-ger my 
Sword out. again ,' and'judging rharT could not tieve time enough , without evinga 
great. deal ro my:enemy', quirredir', ' and flew'to the hikts of his, 'which he had hfc- 
ed up,.and carch'dfaſthoſd of itwith a deſign to wreſtit our of his hatid ; Hepheſtien 
had not-foreſeen'my:iment,, and \cherefore 'it was not hard'fortme to cffeRt it, ] 
ſeiſed upon the guard ſoto my advantage, thitſputring myHorſeatthe ſame tithe 
heftivs was\confirain'dro ter irgo; dur he neither loſt heart "tbr judgement, for 
ag-mine outofhis rhigh , wi anunpatalle'd'\eourape, he had alres got it it 
's' hang before'L could rurn about , and came back'ro me more farjous then at the 
winidg ofthe fight, © ' we ror 5 r% 0 __ 
——_ -—— dl our defigns'were both-the ſme ; bye our preciprration 
madethicin vain, and fortunate to one anorher;' in Read of tilting the points into each 
other bodies.as wehnd reſoly'd, weran both into the ſaddle bowes; 'bur with ſuch4 
forte; that try Sword brokelinto three pieces, and Hepheſtion's bending to the - 
iles, \{prxing our of his hand , aridſelt aniongour Horfes feer. - With'that ſeeing 


- ſelves deprived of our Swords, we began another kind of combat, and caſping one #- 
- notherfaſtabout the body, and at the fame inſtant capping ſpurs'ts/our Horfes, 'we 


| we-beganto ftraggleforzheupper hand; we ſtrove Oprear whille for chat advanti 
| Jos Irma) irdny times; eo terectnins honoree we grew weak; and 
ceo 


pull'd:each other: cut” of 'our Saddles , and fell down erupor'the fa 


may ſay. withonr Yaniry , that Mephefliar's wound , and the abundhrice of Blood! that 
ranfrom it, made the viRtory incline already to my fide, and gaye me probable hopes 
of obitiniop ir, whenwe were ſurrounded by @preat many Horſeitien, who had enyi 
nite oaciabas aſa ents eardess them,ſ6 mbehwere we tranſported wi 
rage , and blinded n the deſire of Viftory, {' They were our tom hoy ephry: 
having been advertiſed by our Servants of our departure, had taken hotſe in alf'triſte, 
and run' after us wich all the diligence that was neceſſary, to hinder the ſucceſs of our 
conibar; Amongſtmine, ſaw Privemeins, Meleagey, Antigonnt, Craterns, arftig. 
ny: others , and Heplyſtion among bis, ſaw Perdicons, 'Selemens,"Ermarus, Calſuider, 
Nearthas., and divets more., whim eitherhe eonfideration of his power , or that of 


| tis vertne bad erigaged to him, but at chat ririethey riohe of them took ſides: bi 


mcneceiremed with lejdrning 68,20 eupreflick Bay KimoRYJE UL, " FHeplePirs 


friendscarried him away to Su/x;,' and/itine ſtard with me, not in that ſtate 
of po there was =_ for wme'u Conte,” Cr ner and _ 
ings #made themapprehenfivewithimuch'reaſon;” ard they all believed , T could tide 
wel: manage of mylar, he anget were oyer; Twasin 
ſuch@ :rage-ar che/ifſne/ of 'out*Combar ,''and arthe knowledge wy condition wis 


but made worſe\,>ahd my hopesth&thore weakne(, that I ſhut my'ears along time » 


gainftvall'they:propoſed forty Taſtty. 1 would have retarn'd boldly, into 
Town j'and have d ny Ko Mieenorfry {mced\ vinjevcetev 
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oult| bgve-made ane ſuffer, The Geds forbid ( faid i): rhat [hints fly for Hepleiti- 
3 and that that 'hapþy; F avourite ſhould trizanph auey we in Sula all manrer of way es, 
while, 1 hide my ſelf ſhamefully to ſave my life , neither my birth mor corrage, will - 
me to mild. to hams; and if the wrathof a King: be-to be avoided, tis onely by thoſe; who 
have drawnit upors themſelves by evil athions , or Who lovetheir lives fo dearly , that: chey 
are afraid to loſe them ;, for my part [ eve ever aiſpiſed mine, and bave ſd many cauſes to 
hate it ,| that the care of its preſeruarion ſhall never make me do any thingeontrayy tomy 
inclinations , nor to that gemerofit y yaw have inſpiredinte me by your examples. Ttisifor 
cowardly fouls to fear like flaves , 1 am born a freeman, and a Prince, and will newer do 
a baſeneſs , that mig ht make you bluſh for me, and render-me muwarthy of the glory of my 
Anceſtors. 130 5 ' 24:05 7 "720 

I ot theſe things, and divers others ,, but 0ntheother fide they alledged fo many 
reaſons to me, and uſed,the power they had over me fo imperiouſly., thac i wascon- 
ſtrain'd' to obey , and. go whicher it pleaſed them. to have me, betorethe King could 
be adyeruſed, and cauſe me to be purſued. - Theyxarried-me ro/at Houſe-which .&- 
balites had , about xn hundred furlongs from S/z ,/ it was ina Wood farfromany 
High-way, and my friends believ'd I mightlye there to be cured of my wounds, while 
they uſed their endeavours to make.my peace with the King, They -lettme there wich 
Ptolomeys , who ſtaid to keep me company; anda while atter they ſent me Chirurgi- 
ons, and ach of my Servants, as were molt neceſſary for me; //\my rage was riſenro 
ſo high a picch , that of a long -trme I was not capable of any diſcourſe, and Prof 
menus had very much ado- to perſwade ine to. jet my wounds be drefs'd; theywere 
ſuch ligart ones , that 1 hardly kept.my bed at all for them, — 
were periectly healetl. | ] heard news every day from S/a, by my friends, who came 
t9-vilit me; and gave me a faithful acconnt of all thatpas'd at Conrr.; Fromchem1 
leart'd the extremiry of rhe Kings anger, and in what manner it was broker forthg be 
was not ſo well able to difſembleir, burchar he loudlyredoubled bis threats againſt me, 
and proteſted I ſhould never obtain; his pardon. Heſeemed ney robe ſa- 
tished for the preſent with my abſence, and not believing I was 'fo.tiear him, /he uſed 
no-great induſtry to bave me taken; butif he had;.my friends were alwayes at waech, 
and ready to remove ne from the place whereE was, aſſoonas they ſhould finde 
I was therein anydanger , I believe CI it was caſie for my enemies 
to. ſuſpet the place of [my abode ,):being ſo near ; andfooken viſitedby my 
friends,: but they were very circumſpe&&iritheir viſits, \and I'rHifk thareither 
fon himfelf, ont of generohty, hindted the ſearchwhch elſe wonld;have been made 
for me, or 'that my. friends prevented it by chexr authorary ioth&Courr, ' eſpecially 
Ptolemiwes and Criteria , whoſe: vertae 'and quality were fo ronfitiered , that 
had: no equals inctedit.excepr Hephes#im: I learn d:alſo that mjne enemics 
were - not dangerous | but: that thatinbisrbigh wasgreat, and required time for the 
healing: of ic, thar-the; King ſpeno all: che ime; avd1 fide; which he not 
with Sraiita', and thatthey waited for nothing huwhis-cureto x marr!- 
age. This news drove me back again into my deſpair , andimo the moſt violattee- 
ſolutions that rageicould fi Let hizs not thnnkg/rtharb eſt apex me (faid 1 to.thoſe 
that ſpoke to me concetnibg him) awd /et him accom his pretexfeons but nnvert ain, while 
Lyſimachus is alive 4; I will tive to rromble bis ripoſe'etermally , and into the mnidit of a 
thouſand guards , will 1oxrry him d.death which betelivzer he has wooded; After that 
effect of my deſpair, d& Adexdnder ws fir worſt ," and: when 7 ans{atirfied, tet bins pour 
the moſt arradtwl frorws of hirindignation npon me, wet himrenew the of Philg- 
tas: ax Callifthenes, j#the. per ſor of biymeareſt K in/inang and let him make his cructtics 
be as much talked of as his Congmefts; to which 1dntbe contribu edche-beſt part of wy 
blood; . will expetbit al withont\ teryant;) provided. 1 be veveng ed, and] will langh ut my 
my own defirntzon, fo my rival maybe Vivid in my rams. 1 a 6 $ "7840 

Theſe, were :myortinary diſcourſes;. and 'twas.in the, and moreviolen diſquiets 
I pak'd alt the time my; wounds kepr.ms attharhouſewbere1:was confined. Ailoon 
as I was inibetter condition , rs py to ſuſfertheablence of Pova- 
tis, and in ſpite of the counſels of all» my friends;:1+ would — 
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They in vain oppoſed:-that intention, and all they could obtain ram,me, was that 
would not go into the Town but by night ,. and that I would retire to Prolomers his 
Lodging. I obeyedthem in that, and whenit was dark, I cook horſe with them, ang 
being very well accompanied, 1went tothe City, and to the houſe of thar dear frieng, 
My retreat was ſecret enough, and would have beenſo a greatdeal more, if I could 
have contained my ſelf withinthe limits that were ſer me, and without the thought of 
ſeeing Pariſatis. Bur ſcarce yas1 at S»/4, when that deſire awakened it ſelf ltrong- 
lyinme; and I conjured Pr to make Apamia endeayour my ſatisfaRtion. Thar 
Gichal friend undertok the employment moit affeRionately, and had no great difh.. 
culty to perſwade his Princeſs to favour my deſires with her offices ;- yet in the 
a my aff:irs were in, ſhe neither thought it very eafte, nor very ſafe ſor me, 
Syſigambis was already reſolv'd upon Hepheſtions marriage, and the Prineeſs hayi 
heard her fair intentions had diſpoſed herſelf ro be obedient ; Apamia's perſed 
know hereof made her foreſee the difficulties, ſhe propoſed them to Prolome- 
4s, bur he urged her ſo carneſtly, that to pleaſe him ſhe was willing to try alwayes 
imaginable ro content me. With this deſign, after ſhe had bethought herſelf in vain 
of other means, ſhe feigned herſelf not well ; Pariſatis who could not be without 
her, having wanted her company a whole day, ſentto know how ſhe did, and hearing 
ſhe kept her bed ,-guve ber notice ſhe would ſpend the afternoon with her, Apamia, 
bythe Meſſenger that came from her, begg'd that honour with as little company as 
ſhe*could , that ſhe _ have the opportunity to entertain her in particular, Pro. 
lomens afſoon as it was break of day, and before there wasany company ſtirring to 
diſcover them inthe ſtreets, had brought me to Apamia's, and that Princeſs baving | 
ſhut us up into her Cloſet , Iwaited for Pariſatis's coming , with ſuch an impatiency, 
as you may imagine. She failed not to comeatthe appointed hour , and when ſhe 
was ſate down by Apamia, and had enquired concerning her health, that Princeſs ſce- 
ing ſome of her Maids there , who might perchance have been gained by Hepheſtion, 
commanded her own to' divert them, and to carry them into a Garden while ſhe 
diſcoutſed with Priſatis. Thoſe cunning Wenches obeyed her, and aſſoon as the two 
Princeſſes were alone , Prolomens and 1 cameinto the Chamber.. Pariſatis no ſooner 
ſaw me but ſhe changed colour, and turning towards Apamia, Ah ! Conſen (ſaid ſhe) 
you have put a trick upon me. v7 
I gave not Apamie leaſure to reply , but anſwering for her, and caſting my ſelf at 
Pariſatis's feet; *Madam, (faidI) if this fair Princeſs has deceived you to fayour 
© me, you may pardon her an effect of pity , which nay forbad her to refuſe to 
* the moſt miſerable of all men living; true it is, that ſhe was touched with compaſſion 
& the _—_— of my I _—_ _— ſhe owed that conſolatiorito 
im who perfectly you, a eligiouſly adored you. Do not 
* therefore ( moſt divine Princeſs ) envy the only heppizebl have left after ſo —_ 
* years ſervice; and ſince my hopes are extinguiſhed, be not jealous, if havethe good 
* fortune, yet once again to renew thoſe Proteſtations at your feet, which I have made 
* tolive anddye for you; | | 
Pariſatis would not ſuffer me to proceed, but having commanded me to riſe, ſhe 
made anſwer with,her ordinary moderation. Jt 5s tyxe , Lyſimachus, that yowr fight 
did really ſurpriſe me , and that 1 ſuffer it with ſome trouble , not that ] ewvy your com 
rentment , or that I am ſorry for your happineſs. Heaven is my Witneſs that I ſhall ever 
. wiſh you a good Fortune , and that to procure it you, 7 ſhall with much joy contribute all 
that depends on me; ] am too much obligedto you, ever to have ot her _—_ of you 
and Tefteem your perſon too much , to ſuffer any thing to your diſadvantage : but , Lyle 
machus, 7 an no longer at liberty to follow my own inclinations, nor can 1 longer ſuſfer 
the continuance of defignes, after the charge the Queen bath given me tothink no 
more of any body Bt Hepheſtion. T he Gods know how 7 received that command , nor 
is it neceſſary 1 ſhould tell yon again what I have confeſſed already to my confuſion. Now 
you have exaſperatetmatrers | ant ſtirred up the King again#t you by the violence of your 
£2576 ſee you with a greardeal of fear, knowing that yew ſee not me Without a greas 
deal of 


er. | Behold the reaſons, Lyſimachys , which oblige me to be rrowbled at Jour 
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fight 1.1 which force me alſo to conjure you to break, off theſe comrſes , and ſubmit your ſelf 
u [ 1; 10 the Law that ts impoſed upon me. -, 

Theſe words touch'd me.ſo nearly that 1 had much ado to forbear interrupting her; 
Iretired a ſtepor two, and croſſing my arms upon my breaſt, What? Madam(fſaid 1) 
© have you then taken the lait reſolution , ro fign the Decree of poor Lyſmaches his 
* death? and ſhall chis unfortunate man who hach ſo faithfully ſerv'd you, have no other 
* recompence for all his ſervices, bur the glory of having rendred them to you,and the 
« orief of ſeeing them blotred out of your remembrance ? do you then out of ſome 
© conlideratiog of Fortune , or fome phantafie of Syſgambrs's, prefer Alexander's 
© Favourite before me, he who of all his Followers has contributed moſt to your loſſes, 
* and who hath never lov'd you perfeRtly , nor ſerv'd youdiſcreetly? and can you 
* have the heart toſee him dye at your feet, in whom you have nouriſhed fſach fair 
* hopes, and who hath adored you theſe five or fix years, with all the ſubmiſſions 
© we owe unto the Godsthemfelves? Can you without grief ſee him breath out his 
*$oul , who never was but yours, and will youpive your ſelf to his Rival while he fa» 
* cilitates his happineſs by the lofs of a life which he had dedicated to you ? Have 
*you then reſoly'd it Madam, and does this cruel reſolution come fromthe hearc 
* of Pari/atis | Pariſatis whom I have alwayes conſidered asthe moſt accompliſhed 
©Maſter-piecz ofthe Gods, and whom { never thought capable of an injuſtice, and 
© of an inhumainity , which muſt blemifſh che faireſt life that ever was ? Pariſatis 
hearken'd patiently to this Diſcourſe, and with much ado retaining ſome tears which 
compatlion would have forced from her, ſhereplyed : Yon are nnjuft Lyſunachus, ts 
arcnſe me of your misfortune , ] have contributed methins toward it , but the obedience to 
which I was obliged , and for which ] thought I had prepared you. Not but that He- 
pheſtion (ſince you conſtrain me to ſay fo.) ir worthy of as grod a Fortune , nor that I 
have any occaſion to be unſatisfi:d with his ſervices ;" but if the Gods and the Yneens plea- 
ſure had deſtined me to Lyſimachus, 7 ſhould have received that command without mur- 
muring, Which perhaps I recers'd now without much ſatisfattion. After this laſt confeſſion, 
hupe for mthing from me , but compaſſion of your misfortunes , and wiſhes for your proſpert- 
ty ; I ſhall be eternally indebted to-you, and will confeder you while 1 live as the man of all 
others , in whom I have obſerved the rareſt qualities, - and to whom I am the moſt obliged. 
This is all you can require of me , and if it be tre that you have lov'd me really, you ought 
wo longer to opyoſe tha” which my duty exatieth from me, and to Which my will is ſwayed as 
it owght to be. Theſe hait words abſolutely ſettled deſpair in my heart, and ba 
niſh'd from chence a pare of that reſpe& which till chen had ſo imperioully reigned 
there- my blindneſle ſuffered me not ro conlider any longer that I was in the preſence 
of Parifatis, andthe tear which was wont ever to 2ccompany mein her ſight, having 
forſaken me at that time, I could not forbear ſaying : © Madam, your reſolutions 
* are commendable, but you will be likewiſe pleaſed that I declare mine to you; know 
© that Syſgambis , andthe King diſpoſe vainly of you, - and they ought never to hope 
*chat Hepheſtion , nar any other man inthe world ſtall poſſeſſe you , ſo long as Ly- 
* kmachiss is living , it is through his bloodthey muſt make their paſſage toyou, and 
**is in theirs I will inde my repoſe and revenge, Let Hephe#ien defend himſelf 
*if he can from this hand which he has felt already, let him ſhut himſelf np, let him 
* ſtrengthen himſelf with a million of Guards, it ſhall be inthe very midd(t of them, 
* that 1 will ſtab this enemy of my life , and that I will make him find his Funeral, in 
"ſtead of the marriage which he hopes for, This 12ſt chonghe ſo cranſported me, that 
being no longer my own man in the rage that poſſeſſed me, I went out of the Prin- 
ceſſes Chamber wichourt ſo muchas ſaluting them, or taking any leave of them. Prole- 
2eus Was gone away before, while we were diſcourſing, not believing I would appear 
in broad day light in the {ireets of S»/a, and his departure gave me the morefa. 
cility in miae. I went down the ſtairs, and finding a Horſebelow which I cauſed to be 
held there, I leapt inſtantly upon him, and without further reaſoning I tooke my 
way towards Hepheſtions Lodging , being fully reſoly'd either to be lain inthe ar- 
tempt, or to kill him in the middeſt of allhis People, Conſider a little into what a 
blindneſſe my Paſſion had precipitated me, Iwent about a buſineſs whereof the ex. 
ecution 
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ecution was impoſſible , and wherein my deſtrution was inevitable; and indeed I ex- 
peed an infallible death, for if I had had the leaſt care of my life, T ſhould not haye 
gone head-long into ſo manifeſt adanger, and out of which I had fo little likelyhood 
co eſcape, I ranfull ſpeed through the ſtreers of Sa, and being come to the gate of 
Hepheſtion's Lodging , I entred into the Court with the ſame fury , but ſcarce hadI 
alighted, and turn'd coward the ſtaires,when the guards having known me got within 
the door , and preſenting the points of their Halberds, forbad me toenter, Thereit 
was I percciv'd the xy of thoſe deſignes which Paſlion alone inſpires into us :; but 
being reſolved for death, I had already drawn my Sword, to make my mw 
through the Guards, or find the end of my life in the points of their Weapons,when the 
King who came often to viſit Hepheſtion, enteredinto the Court attended by many 
of his Followers , and his ordinary Guards. He ſhewed a great aſtoniſhment at that 
encounter, and commanding me to be taken alive , Iwezs preſently environed on aft 
ſides, The Gods know, and fo do ſome of thoſe who were preſentat that aRtion, that 
I made a reſiſtance which was not ordinary, and that if the Kings often redoubled 
command had not been more powerful then cheirreſentment, 1 urg'd them ſuffici- 
ently to give me my death. I wounded Leonatus in two places, I ran Fyileches 
through the right arm , and made ſome of the Guard fall at my feer who never roſe 
again, but while I by this defence endeavoured to exaſperate them againſt me, felt my 
ſelf ſeized on behind, thrown down, and diſarmed, The King commanded I 
ſhould be tyed like ſome furious beaſt,and being commonly not Maſter ot his paſſions, 
he ſuffered himſelf eaſily to be ſo far tranſported by his anger , as to make it appear 
by moſt ſevere, and fatal reſolutions : at that rime he could not eontain himlelf ſo 
well , butthat looking upon me with eyes ſparkling with indignation, he faid thus to 
me : You have not onely mock'd and lighted my Commangs Lylimachus , bat you have 
alſo offended me in the better part of my ſelf. The dignity of all Kings us concern'd in my 
affront , and never did $ubjett abuſe it ſo comtumaciouſly, and ſo anworthily, but I will re- 
venfe their Quarrel With mine ovon, and will find out puniſhments which ſhall be able to 
tame this rage, 1 did not vouchſafe to anſwer thoſe high threats, but looking upon him 
with an eye which teſtified how little I was afraid of them, I exaſperated hin: more 
by that diſdainfull filence , then Iſhould have done by ſome ſharpe reply, He turn- 
edtoward thoſe that were about him , and ſaid : Lylimachus 5s a Lyon , but we will 
uſe him like a Lyon, and ſhall perchance be able to quell his fierceneſs, After theſe words 
he commanded I ſhould be carried to the dungeon , and kept like a Tyger, or ſome 
other more furious Creature, I was ſhut up in a very cloſe priſon, and guarded with 
ſuch care as was neceſſary for the cuſtody of a man of my humour and condition. All 
my friendsfell down at the way feet,and repreſented to him whatſoever their friend- 
ſhip could make them ſay on the behalf ofa Prince of his blood,and of a man that had 
done him faichfull ſervice, but he was ſtill inexorable, and nor onely refuſed them my 
life, bur knowing how much I deſpiſed it, he reſoly'd tomake me feel my death by 
the length of thoſe torments , and bythe ſhame of choſe puniſhments to which he 
deſtined me. Inche meantime TI wis ſtrictly impriſoned, and judging thatby my cap- 
tivity I had loſt the hope of char ms had propoſed unto my ſelf, I deſired no- 
thing more thento end all my paines, and avoid the reproach of ſeeing Hepheſtion tri- 
umph over me during my life, and of enjoying Pari/atis after my death, To that end, 
ſeeing my ſelf deprived of all Weapons which might ſerve my deſpair, and not havin 
ſo much as my hands free , Irefoly'd to ſtarve my ſelf with hunger, and by a death 
could ſo cafily compaſs, avoid the infamy of that which the Kings intended me. There» 
upon I refuſed the meat they brought me , and continned near two whole dayes with- 
out receiving any nouriſhment at all. * None of my friends had the liberty to ſee me, 
and ſcarcely was I ſuffered to have a man to ſerve me. But Prolomexs having learn” 
my obſtinate reſolution from my Keepers, was like to have dyed with grief, and taking 
recourſe to all inventions that could prolong my life, heat the laſt bethought himſelf 
with Apamia, of an expedient to preſerve me a while longer, and wrought fo well by 
her means, with the Princeſs Pari/atis , that I received this Note from her in Priſon, 
when I had loſt all hope of bearing from her any more. 4 : | 
4 The 
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The princeſs PARISATIS to Prince LYSIMACHUS. 


life which bath been, and ts yet wery dear to me ; I conjure 

bim by all the affefion be hath born me, to conſerve it, and 
if I bave ftill any power with bimto end it, but by the will of 
the Gods, and of Pariſatis. 


[| Should newer bave believedthat Lyſimachus could bate ; 


< © Gods! ( cryed I, as I madeanendot reading theſe words) inhumane Pariſatis, 
©{r what rorments do you reſerve me yet - Are you not ſatisfied with thoſe I have 
* already ſuffered; and do now ſuffer for you, being deprived of all hope of recom- 
* pence, but you muſt deſtine me to endure pains which yet | have nor felt? you de- 
tire withour queitionto h-ve me ſee youin n—_ arms, NOr are you content to 
*have me di-, unlets you fſ-mble ar my death, all that can;make ic odiousto:me; 
Well then Pari/aris, | obey you, and the Gods-are my witnefles, I would obey 
©you as blindly, if you ſhould impoſe upon me-yet greater difficulties, 

This was the invention Pro/omens uſedro make me ear, andit wrought the effeR 
he had imagined, 1 took che meat they brought me, and though my life was as 
baceful to me as before, Pariſatis's command, and the knowledge the gave me, that 
ie was not indifferent to her, hindred me trom doing any thing vo-pur anend toit..In 
the mean time my friends ſtirr'd not from the Kings teer, nortetr any thing unat- 
tempted to ſave me ; but Prolomens was ſo urgent inthe buſineſs, thar rhe King” fear- 
ing leſt in the-extremicy he might cauſe ſome revolt, and knowing! his credit am 
the Xſacedonians, made his perſon to be ſeiſed upon, and put into a place of ſecurt- 

: My other friends were extreamly griev'd at chis ſurcharge of afflition, thengh 
hey were in no ferr of Prolomens hs life, which chey knew was very conſiderable 
tothe King, bur they nevertheleſle were not at all che colder; ' and \not-content with 
their own endeavours, they made the Qyeenand Princefles taimercede for me.” Pa- 
riſatis who ſ1w me reduced to that miſerable condition onely for her fake, imployed 
her filters credic with the King ; bur all their anterceffions were yain, and healledg- 
ing his O-th, and the importance of the example, would never ſuffer himſelf ro be 
perfiyaded. He thought fic to-obſerve fome formof juſtice-1ri my death, and tothac 
purpoſe, ſent Perdiccas and Nearchss, to priſon to-me, with: Judges to examine 
andarryign me,  They<:meimo the place where I was kept,” and having made me 
acquainted with their Commiſion, and the command they had received from the 
King, they would have'examined me, 1 did not: deign to- anſwerthe ; and 
onely turning coward Perdiceas, with an. afſuredneſs which ſafficiently diſcovered 
the htrle fear 1 had of their proceedings; Tell the King, ( ſaid Eo) that 'tis mor. need- 
ful to examine him, who declares his crime alond, and that the torrares of miſerable 
Philotas are not neceſſary to force 4 confeſſion from my month, I would have kill'd He« 
pheſtion ; 7 world kill- him yer-if I were at liberty; and the hope of my life ſhall never 
make me give over the deſign Thave againſt his, unteſs he give over his for Pariſatis. 7 
think this 1s all my crime, and "tis of anature not to be diſ-avowed, fince it draws no 9t- 
famy along withit , I neither hope, nor ack for pardon, nor ſhall I complain of a deftiny, 
like that of Parmenio, Clytus, and many others, who like me, have of ten ſaved tha hfe 
of Alexander, with the hazard of their ovon, andwha in a thouſand occaſrons have ſpent 
. that ſame bliod for his ſervice, the remaind'r whereof he poured out' to ſatisfie his crw- 
elty. Tell him moreover, Perdiccas, that -1 ans of his Family, you ave allied to it 
Jour ſelf, and that conſideration ought to oblige you, to help' me to a death, either among 
the arms of ſoldiers, or the paws of wilde beaſts, Without the infamy of executioners; 
tis your intereſt arwell as mine, and Alexander _— alſois concerned in it, 

F 


This 
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This was what Maid to Perdiccar, and notwithſtanding all the queſtions the Judges 
asked me, they received no other anſwer, bur an intreaty not to trouble me any more, 
They return'd on this manner, and related to the King what they had done, and 
what had ſaid : That liberty of ſpeech, and the contempt I ſhewed of him, did (6 
exaſperate him againſt me, that *twas impoſlible for him codiflemble his rage. Lyſ- 
© mach, ( ſays he ) braves us like a Lion ; but we have tamed both Lions and A 
* phants, and will make his grave in the bellies of thoſe beaſts he imitates, So withone 
deferring any lorger,he (notwithſtanding all that could be alledged to diſſwade him 
from ſo cruel a reſolution ) condemned me to be devoured by a Lion, | 

I know not whether the words 1 had ſaid unto Perdiccas, touching the King of my 
death, moved him to appoint me that, to free his blood from the ſhame of an infa- 
mous puniſhment, or whether he intended by the fury of that cruel beaſt, to quel the 
rage I had expreſs'd in my laſt ations. But whatſoever it were, that was my doom, 
and Penceſtas, Python, and Neaptelemus, had the charge to pronounce my ſentence 
andcauſeitto be executed. J have this obligation tothe memory of Pari/atis, that 
the news touch'd her very nearly, and her knowing the King could not be mollified, 
aMiced her ſo ſenſibly, that ſhe fell ſick with it. 'Twas an effeR of her comp: ſlion, 
and of her generoſity, for I never ws vain enough to believe ſhe lov'd me, but to 
faytruth, 1 have heard fince this accident produced the ſame effeRs in her, thar 
could be hoped for from that paſſion,and chat ſhe deplored the misfortune of a Prince 
who periſhed onely for her, with allthe tears, andall the words compaſſion could 
draw from the eyes and mouth ofa generous n- My Judges came unto my pri- 
ſon attended by a great number of guards, and Python having pronounced my fen- 
rence; teſtified a great deal of ſorrow to me both tor my misfortune,and for his which 
had conſtrain'd him to take thar office by the Kings expreſs command , His fellow 
Commiſſioners madethe ſame excuſes to me, and though I knew them to be friends 
to Hepheſtion, | believ'd they were not much joyedat that employment. 1 hearkned 
tothe ſentence of my death, withoutch2nging countenance, and ſid ro them with 
an affured voice, The King obliges me in putting ſome difference by this kinde of death, 
berween me and baſe Malefaftors ; Let's go Python, and let us ſpew him we can brave 
death for his ſervice, and receive it joyfully when it delivers us from his cruelties, and 
from the tyranny of our fate 

After theſe wordsI went out ofmy priſon, without ſtaying to be bidden, and walk- 
ed without terror in the midſt of the guards through a Gallery, that led to the 
Court which was appointed for me to ſuffer in; 1 looked upon it- without any ap- 
prehenſion, but though I had no defire at all to live, yet had 1 a mind to let Alex- 
axder ſee by the laſt ation of my life, thatin putting me to death, he did not deprive 
himſelf of the moſt inconſiderable of all his ſubjeQs , and that perchance I had de- 
ſerv'd his proteRtion, and his aſſiſtance inſtead of the puniſhment to which he con- 
demned me. This little deſire of glory, made me turn toward Pexceftas, and his fel. 
low Commiſſioners, and looking upon them with a countenance,which ſeem'd ro de- 
mand ſome courtefie. The King (ſaid T ) hath ſeenme kill Lions for the defence of 
bis perſon, and he knows that ſo long as Thad arms, I never feared any kinde gh enemy ; 
but being bound as now 1 am, I foal be but an unpleaſing ſpettacle to youu, and you Will 
ſee me torn in pieces without any reſiſtance ;/ if your Commiſſion do not forbid it you, tet 
me have but my hands free, and let one-of your Guards lend me but his Gantlets, I ack, 
weither Sword nor Javelin of you ;, without armes I cannot free my ſelf from death, mii» 
ther is that my intention, but onely to give you ſome divertiſement at the end of my life, 
and ſome knowledge of the difference there 1s between Lyſimachus and ordinary per- 


ſons. 

I made no difficulty of yaoking ſome words of vanity at my death, which I ſhould 
not have utter'd in another ſeaſon, My deſire was not granted at the firſt, as con- 
trary to the charge they had, but Pexceſtas praying his friends to defer the execution 
till his recurn, made haſte rothe Palace, and falling upon his knee 'before the Ki 
beſought him earneſtly to grant me that tavour ; at firſt it wes refuſed him, butin 
end the King was ſo much preſs'd by thoſe that were abour him, and by Sy/igembus ror 


= 
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(if who /hapaedto-be there , .that be my deat is fey we though I ſhould 
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not. Ro — wound his naily in __ afhnn_h bur ſeeing his jaws open, 
' andfeothy wit + S opp nad -haad fuddeuly inco is.Fhroat, _ 
Ganrulet defended me from, hys ; Tecth YEr4H well but eds dinted.it in many 

laces, and almoſt broke it in pieces, inthe mean time I to6k him by the Tongue, and 

viog þ 'dif ont ofhis mout *\Ljoy 'd\myleft'hand unto my Noh and ſetting m 
knoes: {iffely againſt che-hinder part of the Lyoos head, and i my feer as ſtiffely agai 
theground , 1 rugg*d with ſo 6 ametviokace, tl toreit outby the very roots : The 
Lyon loſt his Fs. ity oftht pin, and'diſcharging the reſt of his 
rage againſt che'Eirch, vr rv withhs Teeth, apd watred with his blood, 
he gaye me the leaſureto wore Skull in pieces with my Gauntlers, 

Orcendates who till thenthad hearkned attentively to Zyſimachas , interrupted him 
in this place ; faying;, If 7 ty to hear this attion from your oWyn wouth , it Was not 
becauſe I was ignorant of it , the fame thereof is ſpread as far as the reputation of Alex- 
_ and that proof of a irable hag ſhall never periſh in the m——_ of 


"Two not nao lar! whlved Z fimachus, but aneffeR of my Deſpair, and 
* of the anger of the Gods who would n.. give me leave to dye in the = of 


*my:ſuffering; and who Jeftined me to more ſenſible ones, which felt a 
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yomited his life our with his blood, 1 from hispawes, and roſe 
up all ſmeared with bis blood , pat pFharar ap ps ar jaw pany fue a 
ces of my. bady...:Scarce was | up butI aw 1 perry rope, Pyt 
anid: A eoptole ms, who were come down into the Gourt 


d.who with tears iti their 
Ef2 cyes 


> = entfarce CE es 


220 CASSUNDRA Parti. 


edrhe to rejoyce with,me for that Vidory I appeared the leaſt joyful of allthe- 
am, and li upon my Judges with a ?ardetere countenance,Sexd forth. 


Lioi mere orrons' they un VF-re? fad) or command that a great many be let looſe. 


rogether ; if yeh wild pep ze them. kill Lyſimachus 3jthont difficulty. \- T'made me this 
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lingly, nor-will 1 ever, bus by 1be neceſſity which duty impoſes 
npun ne; zet what Low ſoever it preſeribes me,bemoſt certain, 
that which 1 am;preſſed t6 ſhall never obtain'd,, but by1 +be 


fafety'and Liberty of Lyſimachus: Jo:be mean time 1conjute | 
* Jonts live,ond to liens it 1s the woſt acceptable ſerwice, I ton 


ever rertive from you. 1 hope for this proof of your offeGion, 


| anddſite it of you with all my beart. 


This ſecond command of P ari/atzs was neceſlary ,.to make me reſolve to fufferebe 
tediouſneſs, of my reſtx2int; .bur ff rhe fear WE offending her which-never forſook__ 
me, I wis no lon capable ofthat'reſolurion, , Truly: — I wasin, was © 
the moſt lamentaBle' one _thar ever Was, andhid it not been for ſome limple of 
hope, which my Princeſſes care piade eto conebive, my prief alone would without 

doubt have executed , what my hands durſt not te rhe for fear of diobeyig | 
her, .1 was waited og Well woe: with an ternal filence, and what —— 
Lenquired of my Keepers, concerni pee Th ariſatis, $tatira, H and prev 
could neyer hear any thing at all, This perſiſting to-conceal from me , 'what paſſed 
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at Court, made me ſuſpe& the trurch of my mif-fottanes , and I believed ie was noe" 
without an expreſs order, they ſo obſtiriately refuſed what I ſo earneſtly demanded: I 
wondred why che King delayed my death ſgfong, and fometimesT faid unto my Keep» 
ers, What hinders che King from throwingthe laſt darrs of bis crueley ar me , and: 
* why docs he not free himſclf from fear , by freeing Hepheſtion from his enemy > 1f 
the life of thar Favourite be dear to him ,* why does he nor provide for his ſafery, and® 
why does he not diſpatch that man our of the world;who will never ſuffer him to con 
riaue ittit; *if he be once at liberty? Tsir nor, ( puefuedT) betauſe he deſtines me to 
Deathsfar more ſenſible then that 1 have eſcaped, and thar he will not have me dye tiff 
I hrve felt my utmoſt miſeries , and with'mine own eyes-bebeld happy Hepheſios itt” 
the arms of Pariſatis? This thought tranſported me exceedingly ; "that I was ſome. 
times whole hours belites my ſelf , nor could 1 fix my minde upon leffe fata) reniem- 
brances. _ NY Ba "Ea In 
*O-Parifaris1 (ctyed Ithen) what favourdo yott believe you do me, in labour- 
*ing for my fafery, and for my liberty?T-have loſt one ofrhemfor you, and wilt nor 
*have'the other without you: 'Demandrather my Dearh ofthe King; or rather de- 
© marid it-of your ſelf, who are the only Miſtreſs ofar;; intercede for mero thar cruel - 
$ Pariſatis , who has forbidden me to dye, and give notmy rival theprice of a ſafery, 
« which 1 abbor without you; and whieh þ cannot receive if 1 loſe you. 
" Tafuch like Diſcourſes, and'in ſuch like thoughts, I paſs'd full twency dayes withote 
hearing any newes of Pariſatis,  Ptofomens,, or any of my ſriends; bur] detain you 
too long tipon a tedious SubjeR, I muſt ſhorten the recical ofir,' ſince theſe partj- 
(hars are'not important: 'F wondted atthe length of my impriſonment, or rather 
ar that'of ny life , and1 could nor deviſe what I oughr to expe from thar:myſtery, 
when one Day being in my ordimry entertainment ,Yfaw my Chamber dobr open; I 
youchſafed riot to lift up myhead , to ſee who tatnt'in; when an extraordinary laſtre- 
firiking' my-eyes , made me look up, to eonſider the Perſons that cameto viſit mes *F 
am not able to tell you my aſtonilhaien ent; whenT knew chem to be the Princeſs St,- 
tira; the Princeſs P ariſatis her ſiſter , Apamia,, Arſimee, Cleme, and Ptolomins , and 
Eumeties with them, and manyorner Ladyesthat attended them. This ObjeRinter- 
tupted my melancholy thoughts , and"made me ſtart-up from'my ſear to meat and 
teceive them according to the greatneſs of their quality ,-and of the honour they did 
me, I caft my ſelf inſtantly at rheirfeet ; bur rhoſe-grear Princeſſes intreated me'to 
riſe, and after they were ſate down by the care Prolomens took ropay thoſe Civilities F 
; was obliged to in my Chamber, the Princeſs Pari/atis whenſhe had berhought hetu 
ſelf awhile what ſhe ha to ſay, IR TI IPEIEN! 
this Vift reve ſurpriſed you, Lyfimachus,che words Which I have to fay, will ſurpy iſe 
i Firs ; p that Ty wor hr ug many trials that Lyſimathys hath Rb 
ved me, and were not my conſcienceclear from all the reproavhes he can uſe ; I ſhonld never 
have ventared to make a neceſſary Declaration, and ts ake him much greater , and rwwich 
- more difficult proofs of his friendſhip, then all thoſe he has already fhewid me: -In ſhort, Ly: 
. #$imachus, 7 come to give you the laſt marks of my afftftion, and to reeeive the la teffime- 
vie of yours, But before I declare what 7 have dome for Jow., avid \phat'7 defere of Ju; 
he pleas'd that by the remainder of that EF myire you have glven mt over you , 7 
L #4 aſſurance , and engage fon to grant what 1 hope for fram you , of W hat nature ſoever 
A - y 0 1 . 9 F is , a IE) 


The beginning of this Diſcourſe cauſed a ſtrange perplexiry-in my minde,and made 
me ſe peer of my misfortunes : Bur while i waited trembling for the continiz- 
jon of it, 1 ſawthe Princeſſe had made ſtop to hearkento my Anſwer. I caſt my 
Efherſert a ſeconime, ay Ro Mo 
* dam,(ſ4id 1)by the reſpect we owe tinto the Divinitiesthat hearus,and by that I owe 
"onto your ſelf , which is much more confiderable'to me, that there is bur one onely 
Fhingwherein Icandiſobey you, andthatifyou forbidime norto love you, 1 will ex- 

, . Ecuteall your Commands asrelig) as youcan 0 T9) TT: 
* \ The Princeſle ſeem'd ſacisfied with thi Diſcourls;:and heviegebmmundolmens 
Me, ſhe continued hers on ths manner : Afrir+bir afſurexce, Lyfimachus, 7 wil 
make 
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wake -10- more difficulty to opem my ears to yow ,, ro let you kyow, what it would be hard 
for you to be longer ignorant of jad: 16 make thoſe requeſts te you , which I diſpoſed my 
ſelf to.,, with a great deal of. fear and diſt ruſt of my, Forces. Know then that the cauſe 
ih brings #s ther , is noother then to bring you from hence , and with your liberty to 
reftore, yow the Kings favours, and much.yreater advantages wear his perſon; then thoſe 
Jaw: have loft... | The wy Adother hath been carefally-jnduſtricus in the buſineſs, 
the. Queen wy- Siſter: rejriſed the King ber huhand the conſent he deſinedof her, till ſoee 
hed got m certain\ gram-of (our ſafer ;- neither did 1 yield that which was required of 
me; till the Kitg's:word-had freed me- from thoſe fears 1 was in for you ; but onely Hes - 
pheſtion cond obtain',' what: all of n# had begg d ww vain , and inſport, tis to that enemy 
Jay are indebted far your life and liberty , he imployed'bis power in it handſomely, and with 
{ugceſs, aud roweh'd my heart more by the generoſity of that aition , then by the memory of 
all his ſervices. But withall , Lylumachus, *tis for the price of your ſafety that Alexan- 
der has obtain'g: Statira- for bis. wife , and that Hepheſtion hay, married Pariſatis. Be 
vot aFtoniſped I befeech you , ( laid he, ſeeing me grow pale, andalmoſt like tg faintin 
Ptolomens his arms ) but call up your great conrgge in a miſ-fortune for which you were al- 
rtady prepared, or at leaft ought todpave bren fo, by the reaſons T have often alledged to you. 
T rw6. it 15 Hepheſtion 35 my Huband), 'the -> the Qurens'command , my duty, and 
the merits of his ſervices have giuen me to, hins, 1 will. not urge form Juitifucation, 
whey'7 have told. you's thouſand times, but - [ will onely conjure you , by all the power 
over; yo I. have! yet left.,' to; gonſemt to this alteration of my. fortune without attempti 
any- thing, againſt. your [tlf.,. 0. change that violent paſſion which has brought ou = 
great: extremwings ivta. @ more moderate.'friend/bip , ſueb a- one as 1 heretofore could 
have; defired' from Attaxerxes , and which Twill requite by the [ame incline I had 
heretofore for, that dear Brother'\;j and laſtly ( which I moſt earneſtly egg of you fa 
attempt avling ape? hins whom the Gods. heve ' given me for my Hushand. 1 will 
not alledge what he has done for you ,, after that. yow bave dene againit him.,, , and in ſpite 
f threats, and.' daily deſigns ag ainft bis life 1, this ſervice is too inconfiderable. to 
Frangle your intereſts, and generofity alone obliged him to ſave the bes ena 
; he.is on 


the. leſſe whereof he might have ſecured hirown.: But inſport, L;yli 
band, avd you cane touch his life, without whhing your paſſage to it through wine. Yas 
hot pays ym piles wh er ad 4p pe. 
wy, id not look with an egeof hatred upon her you have ſo perfetHy loved. ] thought fit a | 
repreſent this uino-you, though the propniſe you have Already mage me, might fabny me 
from that carey ha hires let you ſee, 1 will neither abuſe your affettion, nor make any re- 
queſts to you that are not reaſanable, Who will furniſh, me with words (generous Prince) 
to expreſs the : motions. of my. \Soul , at the concluſion of this ſad diſcourſe; or rather win 
will. furnsþ \me\ with an heart\ to remember this miſerable part of my life, and not expire 
in your preſence ? "'B ut Whyſbonld Taye at the remembrance of a Mixfortune , fence I ſup- 
ported the Misfortwne it ſelf without dying, and that I have conſerv'd my life, aſter events 
which were yet more fiat, :..-\-. 2 . 

Iris cre, . this cruel Declaration, and theſe rigorous Commands kill'd me not, but 
the, condition-they'reduced ae to, was little different from that of a dead body. 1 
funk down between P rolomess bis arms,with very lictle ſence or knowledge and look 
ing 0pon Pari/atis without ſpeaking or ſtirring, I by that ſilence and unmoveablenchs, 
expreſs'd my griefmore tothe life,then [ could have done by the ſaddeſt words which 
the /gteatneſa of my affliction epuld put into; my mouths All the company ſeem 
ed to- participate 11-my ſorrow:; and Pari/atss: herſelf had-not conſtancy enough to 
difemble herwrompaion:: :;Her: fair eyes ſhed ſome tears in ſpice of her , and 'rwas 
in ſpite- of me: _ xemainedaliye-, after that facal ſentence of my death, And 
evaly! when I ixefle: upon thas: deplorable part of my life, I can accuſe nothing for 
its conſervation ,. but qu vs ofthe , who ſaved me from the paw otthe 
Liort , and: whicb/prolenged my dayes ſtill ; to, reſerve me to my utmoſt nusfortunes. 
When I had continued a longfistein trances which deprived me of ſpeech, andſcem- 
edrofbrbid merheuſe ofaltmy fenſes, 1 began to be aſhamed of my weakneſs , and 
did my: befrendeavours to ſhew.ſome marks of courage in the moſt dangerons ow 
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hadever met. It was with much difficulty it gave me ſtrength enough to ſer. 
= ſelf, and to conſider the conditionI wasin, andall the reſt of the =o : 
their faces had borrowed ſome of the ſadnefſe of mine, and thoſe deſolate perſons 
ſcem'd rather to have been come thither to pronounce the decree of my death, then 
to reſtore me my liberty. ; 

I turn'd my eyes ſlowly upon Pariſatis's, and having look'd upon her a while 
without ſpeaking, art laſt with a broken {gh I faid to her. Are you then Hepheſtions 
« wife Madam, and was it to give me that pleaſing ſpeRacle you forbad me to die 
Iforbad you to die ( anſwered my Princeſs ) becanſe 1 ſhould have been very ſenfible of 
Jour death, and becauſe your life ſpall ever be very dear to me ;, and I com Jon to 
live, that in you I might preſerve him Whom 1 will love as my brother, ſince 1 cannit 
love him as my husband, * lam infinitely obliged to you (replied I with a feeble voice) 
*and1 receive no light mark of your affection, in the command you lay upvn me, to 
« sjve that paſſion to Hep heſtion which I have had for you. 7 do not require of you 
( pl Pariſatis ) that you ſhould love him as ardently as I believe you have lov d me, but 
1 with all my heart beſeech you not to hate him who frum henceforth muſt be the better paxt 
of my ſelf,, and not to injure in his perſon that of Pariſatis, to whom you have expreſſed 
wore affettion then ſhe deſerved, and more then ſhe was able to requite, Nor do 1 forbid 

<# rolove me, on the contrary I beſeech you to live eres may love me, and I aſſure my 
ſelf my husband will not be jealous f the affettion Which ] yet jo pr Jon ; but I en- 
treat you to reduce it within ſuch bounds as may permit me to ſuffer it, and to cut off all 
violences, conſerving only a pure good will towards me, as I will toward you ſo log as I 
live. Do you not promiſe it me Lyſimacbus ? Arttheſe words making a ſtop, ſhe pur 
forth her hand to me, asto give mea pledge of the friendſhip ſhe offered me, and to 
ak aſſurance of that ſhe required from me. Although 1 ſaw my death infallible on all 
ſides, I would yet die handſomely however, and vll —_— pulp ive her.cauſeto 
commend the ſincerity and perfetion of my love. With that deſign not reſiſting 
any longer, © I anſwer'd : Yes, Madam, I promiſe you that I will never diſobey you. 
* while | live. 1 will lay my neck under —_— oot if you deſire it, and withre. 
* pe and ſubmiſſion will kis the very hand that murthers me, it you command me,: 
*1 willdo more yet, andif for the ſame remnant of my life I cannot change the na- 
* tureof my affeRion, I at leaſt proteſt to you, that you ſhall never be troubled with 
*it, and that neither you nor your husband, ſhall ever haye any cauſe to complain of 
*my words or ations. Having ſaid thus I took her hand which ſhe held out to me, 
kneeling down upon one knee, I kiſſed it with a profound ſubmiſſion. That wag 
the only time in my whole life 1 ever had that favour, and though the Princeſſe 
bluſtyd to ſee me give my ſelf a li I had never taken before, yer did ſhe not en. 
vy me ſo ſmall a ſatisfaonin the loſs of all my hopes. After chis aQtion all the Ladies 
came kindly to me,and endeavoured by words of conſolation to ſweetenthe exceſſive 
prief wherein I was buried, but I was inſenſible of all thoſe teſtimonies of their 
will, and appeared ſo prepoſſeſſed with my misfor@ne,thar they almoſt loſt hope of e- 
ver ſerling me while liv'd. It would be hard for me to tell you Prolomens his kindneſ. 
ſes, & the I receiv'd of hisaffeRion : after the time that he had been ſer at liber- 
ty,he mar married Apamia,for he had her conſent, as likewiſe Artabaſus & the 
Kings,andif he had pleas'd his mariage might have been celebrated with the Kings, 
Hepheſt ions, and many other Lords who matched themſelves with the Perſian Ladies, 
bur he was not able to reſolve upon ations of rejoycing whileT was in danger and 
captivity, and therefore would needs defer his happineſs till the alteration of m 
fortune. «Fr ſince had kept her ſiſter company, and hadretarded her wedding with 
Exmenes out ofthe ſame conſideration. 1 gave Ptolomens thanks for that laſt teſti- 
mony of his friendſhip, as well asI was able, in a conditiow which made” me incapa- 
ble of all things: Before I went out of Priſon, I learn'd from him mote at large, th; 
after my viſtory over the Lion, the Queen, and the two Princeſſes her daughters,had 
been upon their knees to the King to beg my pardon, . that Pariſatis made Sratirs 
imploy all the power ſhe had with him, in that ſhe her ſelf had made FHepheſti 
deſpair of poſſeſſing her, otherwiſe then by my fafery and: hiberty, That p 
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224. CASSAN DRA. Part 11, 
either ſer on by that confideration, or. by his own generoſity, nobly embraced that oe- 
afion of ſerving them, and that wonnded as he was, he waited upon them to the 
King, and felt down with themat his feer,and never tir'd from thence till he had ob- 
tainedthatT ſhould be fer at liberty, and reftored to the ſame favour I was in before 
my diſgrace. That the King granted them their requeſt with this reſervation thac I 
ſhould continue in prifon till his gr a2, and Hepheſt;zons were accompliſhed, fearing 
leſtI ſhould trouble their weddings by ſome new folly : That after this aſſurance of 
my life,order was given T ſhould be betrer uſed then before, but that my keepers were 
forbidden upon pain of death, to cell me any thing, that paſſed at Court, or to let in 
any body So could give me the leaſt notice of it , that this was che cauſe why 1 was 
ignorant of thoſe faral marriages, which were celebrated with much pomp and mag- 
nificence, preſently after Hepheſtion was cured, He added for my conſolation, that 
the Princeſfe Pariſatss was like to have died with grief upon her wedding day, and 
thatall they who had ſeen her in that condition were afraid her marriage-bed would 
have been her grave ; that ſhe had fainring firsin the Temple, and that by her ſadneſs 
ſhe. had abared much of the publique rejoycing. After allthis diſcourſe which] 
hearkened to withour being moyed, and as a perſon who no longer had any intereſtiy 
the world, the Princeſſes would needs have me out with them, and accompany them 
to-the King, whom they intended to preſent me to that very day. I-ſuffered my felf 
to be guided by their will, as a man who had none left of my own, nor any other moti- | 
on then what was given him. They cauſed me to come up into therirCharior, and carried 
me with them :s a victim to.the Alcar,or art leaſt as a man deprivedof fence,and know- 
ledge all choſe we met as we went in, renewed their proteſtations of friendſhip t9 
me, andfollowed in, a croudto Syſga- bis's chamber, where the King was, attended 
by the chief of his Court, except Hephefen, who would not redouble my- griefs by 
his preſence, without having cauſed me to be prepared to fee him; Aſſoon as ween- 
tred into the chamber, the King made forward to meet the Queen, who held-me by 
the hand, and wirhouct giving her time to ſpegk, or me hardfy to kneel down, he gaye 
me tys hand, and lifting me up ſaid, Let's not talk of what is paſt, Lyfimachus, we 


| have both done amiſſe, and our faults are mut#al, but my will is that from this time fur 


ward We bold a better correſpondenice, and drown the remembrance both of my rigour, and 
of your diſobedience, in better uſage:. With theſe words he embraced me tenderly ; and | 
though my ſorrow ſeem'dto have extinguiſt'd in me all ſence of any thing, the ye 
neration I had ſtill remaining to the! perſon of my King, made me fenſible of his fa 
your, and obliged me to anſwer, Sir, 1 confeſs my ſelf as guilty as a man can be, 
© but your Majeſty has not been inſenfible your ſelf of that paſſion which has been 
*the cauſe of all my faults, nor c#h Ialledge any thing bur love for the juſtificat- 
© on of my crimes. Lets /peak,no more of it (replied the King) Love me as Alexander, and 
IT will always remember you as Lyſimachus,ſaying chus,he embraced me a ſecond rime, 


* andhavingexpreſſed a great deal ogkindneſſe ro me, he exalted my combar againſt the 


Lion with praiſes which made the Whole company know he eſteem'd that aRion in 
finitely, and that ir had touch'd him more then all the prayers which had been made 
to him in favour of me. After theſe diſcourſes and ſome other, to which I was not 
able ro make anſwer, ſo exceedingly was I caſt down with the violence of my afflii, 
on, the King ask'd me for his ſake, and Pari/atis's , if I would not ſee Hepheſtion, This 
queſtion made me tremble,and change colour, and if the King had obſerv'd my coun- 
teriance, he might have found the alteration he had cauſed init; yet 1 forced my ſelf to 
anſwer, That 7 World neither diſobey him, nsr the PrinceſſeParifatis, while I liv'd, Con 
ſider alittle I beſceech you, and wichall admire the wonderful change of my humour; 
ſee how mild I was grown, and how different from that furious Lyſmachis who but 
a few days before ran with his ſword drawn unto Hepheſtions houſe to kill him inthe 
middeſt ofall hisfollowers, and who to fatisfie his paſſion, had blindly precipitated 
himfelf into a molt evident, death, who had deſpiſed the Kings threats, oe-beeed 
the puniſhments prepared for him, and Qhur his. eyes againſt all manner of confide- - 
rations, tq content his rage. | 


| nly, when 1 make refleQion upon this ſudden Metamorphoſis, 1 cannot _ | 
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ently admire the power of Pariſaris, whoſe will had in a moment carried mine from 
tvetaicy rothe other, nor forbear concluding by this proof, that never man e- 

led me in the perfeRion of Love. Iris a ſmall matter to undertake Combats;'to 

headlong into dangers fora perſon that one loves, glory alone caninſpire us' with 
theſe deſignes ; but ro deveſt ones ſelf of the moſt preſiing and moſt violent thoughts 
a ſoul is be to conceive of ſuffer, to caſt off the intereſts of a 'mans own life, to: e- 
ſtabliſh the repoſe of his enemy, by the-loſſe-of his own, andto paſs froman excels 
ofrage, to ſuch ſubmiſſive reſignations, is that which we fee 'in very few perſons , 
and if in what you did at $»{aforthe ſafety of 4/exander, you had nor ſhown an 
admirable example of a generoſity of this nature, 'T ſhould fay, it were that which 
appertains to no body but Lyſmachus alone: Inthe meantime Hepheſtion to whom 

King had ſent to give notice, came into the Chamber , and though I had done 
all that poflibly I could to diſpoſe my ſelfro thar interview, and to recall all the cou- 
rageI hadleft, for thar aQtion, I could not keep.my ſelf from waxing pale, nor from 
trembling, and expreſſing thereby, and by the trouble of my countenance, into what 
a perplexity thar (1ght had purme,- I was like to have fallen ina ſwoun, and if I had 
not been upheld by ſome of my friends who were near me. I ſhould without doubc 
have ſunk to the ground, and'by that ation have laid my ſelf-proſtrate before my 
Conquerour, and the poſleſſor of Pari/atir.  Hepheſtion without farther Ceremony 
and without ſtaying for the Kings command, came toward me with open arms, { 
though my confuſion made me uncivil, and kept me from going to meer him, , he was 
content to come the whole way, and wasfo modeſt as to accommodate his: counte- 
nance, not to the happineſle of' his condition, but to the misfortune of mine: -Hee 
embraced me = times, without being repulſed by the coldneſſe of my reception, 
and with much tenderneſſe made proteſtations of friendſhiprto me, which 1 had not 
conſtancy enough to anſwer, The'cauſe of my ſadneſſe and confuſion was fuffici: 
ently known to'procure pardonsfor my incivility from perſons who knew thatin ano- 
ther ſeaſon, and in another condition, .1 ſhoull have behaved my ſelf otherwiſe ; 
and phone eafily excuſing it himſelf, did not fexm cooled by my filence, bur ſaid 
rome with avery obliging faſhion, 7 would it pleated the Gods, Lyſimachus, ther / 
could buy your friendſhip with any other price. except. Pariſatis ; they are my witneſſes, 
that 7 have nothing ſo precious, but I'wonld givest jiyfully ; and.that after that of my 
Princeſſe, and of my King, I ſhould never account wiy ſo dear. | 

Notwithſtanding the trouble, or rather the diltra@ion I was in, was not utterly in- 
ſenſible of this Diſcourſe, and drawing a fighfrom the bottome of my heart, * O. He- 
* pheſtion | ( faidT ) how as Patriſaris due toyou, and how well hath the King 
* placed his affeRtion, enjoy both peaceably, and forget what rage produced in him 
* who was not capable of it for any thing but 'Pariſatis. 

After theſe words, we embraced one another again many times, and the King 
made me promiſe him, that I would be Hepheſtions friend all the-reſt of my hife. 
Certainly he deſerved that friendſhip very well, from any other body except Bk - 
chas, and his good qualinies, wrough as great an eſteem-in me, as in thoſe to whom 
he always had been dear. Beſides, his manner of carriage obliged me to toa will 
rowards him , but if I was content to love him as Hepheſtion, who was gallant, no- 
ble, generous, and one who behaved himſelf roward mein a very winning faſhion ; 
1 could not look upon him as Pariſatis's husband, without conlidering him as the 
raviſher of my happineſfe, and the deſtroyer ofmy repoſe, and of my life. The 
King and the Queens, but above all the princeſle Pari/atis expreſſed a great deal-of 
joy at this reconciliation, and within two dayes after Prolomens ſeeing ſome change 
in the condition of my affairs, married his dear' Apamia, and Exmenes the Prin- 
ceſs Arſinee her ſiſter, The Whole Court intereſſed it ſelf in this alliance, and upon 
that occaſion renewed the rejoycings of the former Weddings, Bur though I was 
Prolemens his neareſt friend, and that 'T participated in his particular joy, I had no 
ſhare at all in the publick, nor didT make one in any of thoſe meetings wherewith 
his marriage was ſolemnized. The nextday after it Roxana came to S»ſa, and with- 
in two more, 1 ſunk under the burthen _ my afflictions, and not being able 
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to refiſt the violenceof my ſorrow awe; I fell fick, Then itwas I prais'd the 
Gods; believing 1 might let them and nature work, - without diſpbeying Pariſarzs ,it 
ſufficed menor to layviolent hands upon my ſelf, and to.take the remedies preſcribed 
me, that I might notrebel againſt her commands ;- but I was not Maſter of my grief, 
andif iteffeced of ic ſelf, wharmy hands had not the hiberry to. execute, I was nor 
to be condemnedfor that. This was the account I gave her, and that which I alledged 
for my juſtification; when ſhe comphined of che Jietle care 1 had to pleaſe her in the 
conſervation of a tite which ſhe had eommended tame. nd) of 
The King whoſeformer hatred was changed int0 a'xeal affection, to me, and who 
| looked upon my ſorrows with muth. compaſlion, jp a great deal for my ſick, 
neſſe ; The Queens appeared afflicted ac it, and did me the honour to viſit me often, 


but Hephe/Hon was he who behaved himſelf the handfomelicſt in chat occaſion; hee . 


was not ſatisfied with'being everydayat my bedſide, nor with ſhowing himſelt next 


Prolomens the moſt diligent of all my. friends; neither did he,think ir _ that 


the Princeſs his Wife came many times to ſee me, hut-he accuſed- her himſelt of il 
nature, and ſallicited her to viſitme-oftner, he brought her divers times himſclf, and 
going away withour her, gave me as-much liberty to entertain, her as I could. wiſh; 
Truc ir is that by long conyerſing with that Princeſſe, he had a pertect knowledg of 
her verrue,and his aſſurance of it made him the leffe ſevere in guarding that whichran 
no hazzard under ſoſafe a caſtody.So civil, ſo free, and fo obliging a comportmert, 
gained very muchuponme, butitimpaired my condition ; for , Pars/ati,*s affeRion 
to her Husband, was redoubled by the frankneſſe ofthis proceeding. and by the cont 
dence he:had ofher;; and it wrought a:beliefevenin me, ;that, J could not .without 
baſeneſs undermine the affeion ſhe owed unto ſo generousa Hasband, and towhom 
I was neatly obliged. This conſideration and that of her vertue kepe my mouth al. 
moſt always ſhut, and hardly permitted me ſo muchas to complain mn her preſence, of 
thoſe rorments which becugin meto my grave; true itis, that my looks ſpoke to 
with eloquence enough, and that —_—_ ſhe eaſily might read, all chat my 
mouth could have made her rehend. - Truly I have all the cauſe inthe world to 
acknowledge her good ature, whereof I could not defire any proofs which I recei- 
ved not from her every day, and though-ſhee nd way abuſed the liberty Hephe/ion 
= her, but was rather obliged by bis freedome to live with more reſeryedneſle, 
ſheneeded to have done if her Husband had been leſſe generous ; yet did ſhe 
_— ſhe could or ought to do, thatſhe might not be accuſed, of ingrati- 
. She was by my bedſide with A/inve, and A/pafia one day, which was the-moſt 
dangerous of all my ſickneffe, the Phyſitians being at that cime almoſt in deſpair of 
my recovery; the knowledge my weakneſs gave me, that I was drawing near my end, 
brought me a real conſolation , and the hope I had,that I might perchance be ſo hap- 
py as to finiſh my days in the fight of my Princeſle, made me turn my eyes ſlowly to- 
_ her, and looking =_ her with thar reſpe& which I had eyer perfeRtly conſer- 
, after two or three ſighs drawn from a weak and dying breaſt, 1 with the little 
ſtrength I had left, poke to her on this manner : To day it #, ( Madam ) I /ſball ar- 
rive at the end of that Race which I have glorionfly run, and 1 ſhall ſee that happy con- 
clufions of my pains, and of my life, whith 7 ever propoſed unto my ſelf , I call the Guds 
that hear us, to be Witneſſes of the Laſt proteſtation I make ts you, that through the whole 
courſe of that noble paſſion I have had for the Princeſſe Pariſatis, 7 never aſpired to 4 
more advantageous fortune then that of dying for her. Not but- that the greatneſs of 
my love, and the encouragement of your promiſes, had raiſed 'me hopes that were too 
high, and had blotted ont of my mind the knowledge of my ſelf, to. make me pretend un- 
to a prize which I conld not worthily took upon ; but if at the laſt moments of a lift 
which I loſe for you, you ought to give any credit to my Words, I conjure you to believe, 
that I have always equally eſteemed theſe two advantages, to poſſeſſe Parilatis, er ro dit 
for Parifatis : the firſt has been denyed me, and the Gods have granted me the laſt. He- 
pheſtion has rhe happineſſe to poſſeſſe her, and Lyſimachus the glory to die for her. 1f 7 
have been jealous of eſtions fortune, he ought to envy ty defbiny ; and if his paſſr 
6: contd not be more happily recompenced, mine could nat have a more honourable concluſs* 
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on, After the Declaration 1 make to you of this truth; {uffer me, I beferch >, HMadam, 
ſuffer me for pitit's ſake , totell you once again at the extreamity of my life, that 7 ye 
yours , and that 1 yield mp to you aſoul pure , and clean even to tothe fmalleſt thought, a 
ford. that was never touch d but for you alone , with that paſſion Which drives it from rhis 
body., to make it take a more gallant flight ,, a ſoul tnat parts not from its body to ferſuke 
Jour ſervice , but. to tye its far _—_ wnto you;, whitherſcezer you move your foct, 
this faithful ſpirit ſhall wait upon you , but will nu borrow any ſhape that may affrig ht 
Jou,, and bring neither viſible ndr palpable , it without being perceiv d by you , wilt taſte 
the moſt ſolid happineſſes , tts nature is capable to enjoy. - Be not jealous of its good for 

tune, fince it ſhall not be incommudions to you, andif 1 yet may be permitted to importune - 
Jo: With my prapers., give me leave to conjure you to afford ſome moment of your life, to 

the remembrance of the mot faithful of all thoſe rhat have ever loved you , and who \vith 

4 moſt perfett joy bequeaths you a life Which he had dedicated to none but you alone. 

My weakneſs would not ſuffer me to ſay more, and ſcarce had 1 ſtrengeh'enough 
to. pronounce the laſt words diſtintly. Bur how great conſtancy ſoever ry 
had ſhown chrough the whole courle of her life ; it: was impoſſible tor ber to di 
ble her compaſſion, and to retain rears which running alongher cheeks, fell down 
from thence upon mine, Thar ſight gave me alt the coſolation Icouldreceive, but 
aſſoon as ever the had wiped her eyes, turning them toward me with an air that was 
languiſbing, and imperious both together. 

*N9,-Z1/machns (fad ſhe) 1 will never conſent unto your Death , nor can you 
© without. putting mineindanger abandon your life as you doe; it is as dear to me , as 
«you can, and ought to wiſh, neither can you neglect itafter this knowledge, wichour 
© andnifeſt rebellion: . | | + 
..Ewasnotableto reply , and when I'would have put forth my hand to give her the 
lak-afſurance of my fidelicy, _ failed me, andIfell into ſucha weakneſs, 
as,made me loſe boch all knowledge, and the ufe of all my fences. © The Phyſitiansde- 
firedthe Princeſſeroretire, andthey labored about tne with fo much care, thar they 
brought nie to my ſelf again, rhe reſt of the day wasHent in opftyingremedis, and 
cahtrary to their opmion, and to-thar gf the whole world, the mg following 1 had a 
very. favourable. criſis. In ſhort, the Gods would hor Taffer ine to dye, and from 
that day they that wafted upor! me , 6þſerved a viſible amendmeht.* AJl my friends 
ſhewedan — joy, and P ariſatir appeared not the lealtfarisfieg ar it, they 
all continued the' provts 0 wr ot will ctowhrd me, and contributed whatſoever 
depended upon their aſſiſtance, edward my recovery. Why ſhonld I hold you longer 
in this tedious Narration wy recovered - the _ : a———_— Is orno, got 
up again from ,that-ficknels ,- upan;which I had grpu laiftgpes.” left m 
Bed, and my Cab hot thar merral ſorrow, which ought'rs LOR thonghe bs 
to my grave, yet had not the ſtrength to ſend me thither, ſo ſoon as I deſired. I ſaw 
the Court again in greater pompand ſplendor then ever ithad been; and I obſeryed 
joy" tn allf faces extepr my own', and Queen Statira's, the reaſon of her o—_ 
unknownto me, yee now I no lopger doubt but that ir was cauſed by the Diſcourſes of 
Roxana, and by the knowledge of your innocence, - | 

Alt obje&s of joyto me, were objedts of deſolation, and though my friends uſed 
all their endeavours to comfortatid divert me; nd that the King was very kinde and 
liberal ro me, their cares were all unprofitable," and did nothing bur aggravate a ſor- 
row which was no longer in a condition to ſuffer either remedy or conſolation, The 
King to make me*amends for the: fofſe of Parsſatis, would have married me to a 
Priiceſs of the ſame quality, the Daughter of King Occhns, Darixs his Predeceſſor, an 
exceeding. fair andyertuous Lady. '-»But Ithank'd him for that honor, in tearms that 

made; him fee 1-was: not capablevf a fecond affetion. In the meantime lived asa 
man who deſired;onely:to dye, and I drew marter of ſadneſs from all manner of en- 
counters, 'If I ſaw:the King ſormecimes |} I could notlook upon him asother thenthe 
Author:of my wihappines, and theunjuſt Atbirator of my miſerable Fottune,, if 
I faw- Hepheftion, 1 could not confiderhiin as other thett the Murtheret ofmy Life, and 
the Ravither of Pariſatis; and iflcaſt a—_ upen Pari/atis, I beheld her no lon. 
& 2 ger 
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as the Miſtreſs of my Soul, bur as the wifeof FHephefFion. - This burthen of ai. 
ions made me reſolve to leave a place where all objects were fatal ro me. To that 
end, having asked the King leave for a few dayes, I wentfrom $»/a with a ſmall rain, 
and with A4bzlites his Permuflion, retired to that houſe of his where 1 had been dreſ&d 
and had lienconcealedfor ſome time after my Combat with -2 cn . the ſituation 
of it was very pleaſing, and ſuitable to my ſolitary, thinking humour, it ſtood ingn 
exceeding high Wood,, near the River Hydaſpes , and was beautified with Fountairis, 
Grots, Allyes, Arbours, and all manner of fuch ike Ornaments, I ſpent ſometime 
there, .in an entertainment conformable ro my preſent condition; ſometimes I ſought 
out the gloomielt ſhades in all the Wood, and lying down at the foot of fome Oak, I 
recall'd into my memory the paſt accidents of my hfe ; and making a mixture of ſad 
and delightful choughts , 1 was ſo ingenious in tormenting myſelf, that I drown'd all 
the ru and contentments I had felt, , in the remembrance of my laſt misfortunes, 
Other while ſitring by the River ſide; and fixing my eyes uponthe Waters, which rol- 
led impetuouſly away , I compared the laſting of the Delights I had enjoyed, unto 
the ſwiftneſs of their ſtream , and Pari/atz coldneſs to the coldneſs of that element. 
That Princeſs hid at leaſt this cauſe to prayſe the fideliry of my love, that in all my 
deepeſt melancholly, I never accuſed her in the ſmalleſt thought, nor ſpent one mo- 
ment in the deſire of ſhaking off the yoak ſhe had impoſed upon me fortheremain- 
der of my dayes. I never complained of her, I never made any wiſhes againſt the 
pleaſures ſhe enjoyed with Hepheſtion,, nor did I ever repine at the years I had ſpent 
in her ſervice with ſo little fruit : 1. kept my ſelfalwayes without wavering in my firſt 
inclinations, and neyer repented thatI had given my life to her,who had given herſelf 
to another. The place ofmy retreat was known to very few, and-not being willi 
to be troubled in my ſolitade by the viſits of my Friends, I bardly had diſcovered ir fo 
much as to Ptolomens. Yet could I.not hinder many others from learning where 1 
was, nor my ſelf from being often viſited by thoſe that were moſt affeRionate'to me: 
They attempted;in vain to bring me back to Court, and inſtead of working that defire 
in me by their Diſcourſe, they made me think of ſeeking a farther retreat that might 
be unknown to all men living. |, I was not onely viſited by my friends, but in my ſoli- 
earineſs Treceived alfo a Letter from Pari/atis, which ſhe wrote to me, as I bavelear- 
ned ſince, by Hephe/tons conſent, Although 1 ſeem'd inſenſible of any happinef,, 


- yerwas I ſufficientlytouch'd with one of that nature, and the inward monons where 


with I read her Letter, were very farfram tharindifferency I ſhowed to all things elſe. 
The words of it I think were theſe, @rto this purpoſe. its 


' PARISATIS * LYSIMACHUS. 
X- Hough I bave my at all bed to Lyſimachus bis 


4... exile, 1be whole Court a:k me what ts become of bim, and 
they accuſe none but me for his voluntary baniſhment; lenvy 
not the delights you tafie in your ſolitarineſs ,, but I pity your 
friends, whom this retirement bath deprived of your Company, 
and particularly. Parilatis, to whom ut ſball ever be dear. 


. Ff chis Letter had commanded me expreſly to return to Court; there is no queſtion 
bur how great an averſion ſoever I had to it, the perfe&t obedience wherewith I-had 
reſign'd. my ſelf wholly to the will of Pariſatis, would have made me forſake my de- 
fart; . but ſeeing it left meſtill theliberty of that abode, I tirr'd'mvt from thence, but 
ſpent ſome Moneths in my melangholy thoughts, and in reading the works of good 
Call;ftheyes, which he had bequeathed to me alone, as to the deareſt of all his Scholars, 
,nd he. who had the moſt perfetly honoured him'during his Life. * Inthat Phyloſo- + 
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| ſoung her pleafure by Apirnia and Hind by beÞ thorns whether The would 'becor- 
K rene. ſhould bait; upon! her. Thar Princeſs who" had realfyJov'd Hepteſtior, as 
her duty ;*and rhe merit of ſuclia Huband obliged her” ,- cot{d'tor reſolve to feeme 
ſo ſodn 2nd /gdr* Hpamrie to defite tie'tharT would defer by intehtions for a while, 
and;not 46 cHinfd le fitange'; if ſhee was hor able Fet to diſpofe herſelf toſce tne, 1 
rertived this ComttaneWithour mutmiring , and chang! 54 his order of my Viſits, I 
wenbto the Palace widi' Prolowery."'F found the Kits ir! bed, -and hjs C hamber fill'of 
cher Ptincipal| meh \of4ſ8 Tore ,- who bydejected couttenances , ind a profoand {i- 
lente:; ps eb-atcorppan ny the ſorrow of their Prince; indeed 1 "tw: immoderate, 
_— Jombrames rratſporte him to eryes, aridaHions unbeſecming his quality, and 
wat, v5 arheſs/of tis conrage. The teafohs1 have alledged rhade me come with fear 
Chambet ;'&d Kindred wie from making'tmy addreffe to him with aſſurance, 

Ce Bnkived tieja the teceptivn he pave me; and calling me to Him afſoon asever 
he fawime, he par forth. his-hand ,- and made mEtome cloſe to his bed ſide. I kifled 
his hand which he offeted me, and- the King wiping away ſome reares, wherewith his 
cheeks were yer-weet, - At/ Iaſt, + epheſtion's dead ( Taid he , and having made a ſtop 
at thoſelirſt words, Tout have cape Rival Lyfttrichus, ( continued he) bat 7 aſſare 
m) ſelf" you att" Jarans Crongh to rejoyee At tt. | anſwered him onely by ſome 
rears y 3vhich theſe Tad Objects s niade me ſhed! 'and which confirm'd him in that opi- 
nion.”. This knowlridge;; il hy he) weves me 'to live yen very well, and cauſes me ne 


ein fo beb alt wo grnſt the poor man that is now gone , Bar alſo obliges me to 
gites aſh pens Rc SM <#h inmy bart, 1replye@ only withan humble 
a fine; and reeiing:amongtherth; 1 conterm'd my countenance, and my filence 


1of; alt rhe 16@HpaH or ha Ring kept his bed 4 yer! a few dayes, whereof Tet not 
cnrijl withour>d68p ry duty tO Bit difigeritly: In the beleft his Chamber, 
hbvithpeonimaraded the whole Cott» pur on Monthing, and His firſt going abroad 


vas with i10- otdvr #arehtion then 6 er Uſarts. Be commanded me to waite 
upizv<dn; after MWin' ey the tobe 5k dif ſhe wbuld give waytoit: 
ſhro yielded tv "680'6f complacency , ot ing tre fo much 4s to refuſe a favour 
—_ 10] went at6rg h the King ta take that Viſit], and 
B; hirn'4at6! the C that —ta 6 of, found heri m—— 
ogitynn its Ora ht fv VI the eatheſs © Wh r afi5pn td of 
Thane" twrMother; the + 4, Apamia, abd man yote 
teowbrewith Seriahd by the ry, or Dew ſoletnnized ber 
= rorþ oat RÞRNE6H; he Kt ning herbed-Nde" mi wr} nn 
with hers; arid rhh42 Het ff eW revinetetheres, Keep her conifany 


in:her-lorrow;, then Wow het'#ny f SUSE ey contirweg a long —_ 
mate enrertalnniert ; Wee thei Ir RT fat bw. 2 them ſeavero ſpeak , they 
ſai ifhe ſaddeſt wards! ir 'ever Lodbced Hr WHIE"Bift hai Sik the cer deeply 
roddvd with-ir) After chardd coverage te ting ad; me; and preſenting 
me- fixaſelf t&-P arif avs, priyct het'to'rec Xs man Who Had nor rejoyred at 
pou My: looks eafily fetnded Foie SEES fight of my Princeſſes 

kaving rouch'&me with aphrmble Her:* = - but lictle different from 
hem rf Hh '& tte, C ahh forth Raving bowed her head 
ro-fte:] erode! me” Jen thay Ine that in ew Fo cibe#s Fits any other re- 
ceprion;atal rhut thouph the fight'of me did ſothethil renew her ſorrow, hermisfor- 
runexdidinor mak! te {Perion, Who hid ri6t at all contributed ro jt, "At rhat firſt 
Viſit fid hothih Her: as4xtft b Hl reaſon of ET fefenr, to whotn out 
of reſpet;,! welefr our w hole ation , fs becabſ; t her little apablein 
thdoleohdiczohof apr nit _ tht, that of her fofſe. 1ralked a while I * 
winkiche; Quets) he "Mter , bit | [4s of My very far fort the chonghts which 
"ad k HY on a5 they were,could not Bur paſs for very crimiral 
in-fo\freſhi2h Ai ceſs Gy ot a good wrule , bur 1 bote her fo 
GE re Ne cr av _— pk ng my thtencionsro! her a 

| tT'neyer- -ming any" ung o love,among 

difrondts of ednfolativn. 
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This conſtraint nevertheleſſe was very hard to me, and-when I was alone with her 
Thad much a do to conceale mythoughts, but I had atleaſt this ſatisfaQion, that 
they were unknown to her, and char cub ſilence was eloquent enough to make ic 
oF be underſtood, - You. know that. a little after Hepheſtions Funerals, the 
King having heard that the Coſſeans a barbarous arc near S»ſa, were revoleed,de- 
parted thence, and marched-trait againſt them with a defign to facrifice them to his 
triends- ghoſt, , At our going away, 1 treſpaſſed upon my reſpeR, to let Pariſaris 
fee, Lwas ſtill ZLy/omaches., With that deſign, boning the. liberty to entertain her 
one day before we deparred, after 1had prepared her by my looks, for the Diſcourſe 
I had to make, 1 ſpoke to her onthis manner : Madam, if 7 were not upon the point 
of a departure which perobance will ſeparate me from you far ever, I would not open my 
month to: interrupt your ſad remembrances with that of the faithful Lyſimachus ; you 
know that. fince youy loſfe I have forgot my inter«{ts to ajflict my ſelf With you, and I 
proteſt to you I would. perſevere in the ſame courſe if 1 were ſtill to cominge here, and if 
[ were not yeturning to places where the chance of War, which hath ſpared me hitherto to 
ſerve you, may probably make me fall as well as others, That eines alone. forces 
me beyond the reſpett 1 haup invielably obſerved toward you, and conflrains me to declare 
to you, that if the Gods have diſpoſed of my, deſtinies, 1 ſhall die withont ſorrow, provided 
you ſuffer. me to die yours, and that you diſovon not him at the end of his life, who ſerved 
ou moſt religiouſly as long as you were ih 4 condition to permit him, who troubled you not 
while You were in anather ehate, and who in ſpied his own intereſts, doth Participate Ve- 
»y muob in your affiictions. If the Gods who have delivered me from many dangers, bring 
we back to you again, I will without 'murmering, follow the Laws you ſball impoſe wpon 
me, and will keep my ſelf- (everely. within that abſolute reſignation, a ary by may 
boaſt I have ſubmitted to your will : give me leave only at this departure, to flatter my 
ſelf with an hope that I am not indifferent to you, and to believe for the repoſe of this ſoul * 
which yeuer was but yours, that the memory you ove to the aſhes of Hepheſtion, hath noe 
blotted out of your mind the remembrance of Lylumact co 
The Princeſs remained a while. without anſwering, as being aſhamed to have lent 
anearto ſuch words 1n a time that ſeem'd to condemn them, but at laſt ſhe ſpoke to 
me in theſe tearms, * This Diſcourſe, Lyſmachus, is ſo ynſcaſonable in the condition 
*Inowam, that I was not able to hear it without being moved ; nor thatI think 
*it ſtrange from you,to-whom I have obligations enough,to make m2 bear with much 
* oreater offences; bur it is ſo lictle conformable to-my preſent eſtate, and my loſle 
*1syerſo freſh, that I can neither approve, nor hearkento what you ſay, without #4 
*lighrneſs extreamly to he blamed , I am content nevertheleſsro pardon this faulc in 
* him, ro whom I am much indebted, and will moreover aſſure him, that if after 
* the death\of my dear Husband , I could be capable of a ſecond affeQtion, it would 
* never be to any body but Ly/imachns. I beſeech youto preſs me no farther, nor to 
* deſire any thing more from me, in a ſeaſon that makes diſcourſes of this nature very 
*condemnable, 

I thought not this reply ſtrange,and though P ar/atis ſeem'd by her words to forbid 
her ſelfa ſecond affeQtion,l excuſed it withourt loling my hopes, knowing that her grief 
and decency it ſelf required ſuch an anſwer.I therefore urged her no farther, and teſti- 
fyingthat [ was exceedingly fatisfyed with her inclinations toward me, I took "nf 
leaye of her, and departed with the King. 

We marched againſt the Coſſeans, and the King tranſported by his grief, and exaf- 
perated by the rebellion of that people, did notonly defeat them in battel, bur hunt 
ing them out, inthe moſt retired places where they hid themſelves to avoid his fury, 
* facrificed them all to Hepheſtions Ghoſt, without exception of age, ſex, or condition. 
he appeared ſatisfied after this execution, bur inſtead of returning to S»ſa, he weneto 
Babylon, and ſent to the Queens and Princeſſes to come thicher ro him. You know 
what paſs'din that time at S»/a, your ſelf made a part of the moſt memorable events; 
and were againſt your will, a witneſs of the departure of thoſe pa ey I 
ſtirr'd not from the King whothen made extraordinary much of me, and gave me 2 
great many of thoſe teſtimonies of affe&ion, which he had formerly given Hephefts- 
on, 
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or. Tn the battail againſt the Coſſears, where he himſelf led the right Wing, he fayo- 
red me with the commandof the left,and _ ſeen me defeat the EnemiesI fought 
againſt, he did me honors,and gave me praiſes which I neither deſerved nor expected, 
and not being at all ſatisfied with expreſſing his favour to me, by the honours and of- 
fices he raiſed me'to, he promiſed me now the poſleſſion of the Princeſs Pariſartss, 
andengaged his word that he would get her to conſent unto my happineſs. That hope 
revived a joy which had fo long been exringuiſhed in my foul, and made me bleſs thoſe 
ſufferings that were to be ſo eloriouſly recompenced. In the mean time we march'd 
towards Babylon, but by the way we met the South-ſayers of Cha/dea,who came tothe 
King purpoſely to difſwade him from that Journey , they aſſured him from their 
God, that it would be fatal to him, and chat he wasthreatnedwith an infallible death, 
if he entred into that City, but he laugh'd at their predictions, and paſs'd on without 

ivingany farther ear toany of them : He knew he was attended there by the Ambaſ- 
fadors of many Kingdoms, which his reputation forced ro ſubmit themſelves unto 
him, and to receive without refiſtance, that yoak he meant to impoſe uponthe whole 
Earth. 

' This reaſon made him haſten his Voiage, or rather the power of his deſtinies for. 
ced him to it in ſpite of prefages, and the counſels of his friends. Being nearthe 
walls, a flock of Crowes after they had fought a great while before him fell fome of 
them dead at bis feet ; but he mocked at that adventure, ayd told his Sooth-ſayers, it 
was not able to daunt a gallant courage. He entred into that fatal Town, where 
was received with greatPompand —_— and finding there the Deputies of 
Gretce, and many remote Provinces, ve them audience, and ſent them home 
with,rich Preſents. © Withina while after the Queens and Princeſſes, withthe reſtof 
the Ladies arrived there, where the Court was greater and fairer then ever, and Ly- 
fimachu fortified with the hopesthe King had given him, and with the good recepy- 
on he had from his Pgjncefs, was more chearful and more contented then ever he had 
beenin his life: Within a few dayes after our arrival, the King himſelf preſented me 
to Pariſatis, and holding me by the hand, Sifter ( ſaid he ) youwnſt receive Lyli- 
machus for my ſake ; before I gave you the man, Who of all the world Was deareſt to me; 
and now I offer you him whom 1 eſteem moſt, who is neareſt to me, and who has beſt de- 

erved you. 
F "Twas = ny preſence he ſaidthus, and the Princeſs having look'd upon 
her, anſwered the King only wſth a low' obeifance, and though ſhe was Miſtris of 
her perſon, and of her aQtions, ſhe leftic to her Mother ro make reply, which ſhe 
did very civilly, and as much to my advantage asI could wiſh, Inſhort, all things 
nto contritte to my happineſſe, Pariſatiss humour grew diſpoſed toward it, 
and made me hope for a Declaration in favour of me, when once the time of her 
mourning was expired, and that ſhe might receiveme with decency. But about that 
time Queen Statira wasnot very well, and the Phyſitians adviſing her to take ſome 
Country air, the King perſwaded herto retire for ſome days to the Caſtle of Calcs, 
which was not above two or three hundred Furlongs from Babylon, and the Princeſs 
her ſiſter who loy'd her pany, and could not brook her abſence, would needs keep 
"i company. I had waite m_ them, if ſome imployments the King gave me a- 
tthat time, had notin conſideration of my honour kept me with them, Their 
ſtay there was to be but for a few days,and yet I was mortally aflited at that ſepara- 
tion, andthe great violences my heart ſuffered upon that occaſion, were but the omens 
of thoſe ſtrange revolutions which hapned within a little after. Alas ) when I re- 
member the words which that ſecret and unknown preſage made me ſpeak to Pariſ- 
tzs, and the grief which contrary to all ſhow of reaſon oppreſs'd me at ber departure 
for ſo ſhort a Journey, | cannot ſufficiently admire the tore-knowledg the Godsoften 
give us of our misfortunes. Theſefair Princeſſes went from Court, but they went 
m thence for ever, and within a ſhort while after fell that ſhining ſtar, which did 
already ſpread his lighe over the whele Earth. In brief, the fatal hower of the 
greatneſs and beauty ofthe world was come, and the royal dignity was to ſuffer an 
Eclifſc in the perſon of the greateſt King that ever was. He telc himſelf ill firſt, ar 
. the 
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the houſe of Theſſalus a Median, and in the midſt of the Feaſt among all his friends, 
he ſent forth a loud cry ona ſudden, and ſunk down inthe arms of thoſe that were 
about him, as if he had been {trucken with a mortal blow. I was one ot the firſt thac 
ranto him, and asking him with others the cauſe why he cryed out, and the xature of 
his ſickneſs; Let me be carried away, ( {aid he ) I am but a dead man. 

Though this accident amaz'd us all, his command was executed, and he ws carried 

reſencly from Theſſalus his houſe unto his own Palace ; he was inſtantly viſited by 
bis Phylicians, bur they could find no ſign of his diſeaſe upon his body, and though 
at the ſame time he was ſeiſed with a moſt violent Feaver, it was impoftible to diſco- 
ver the cauſe of it : the King ſaid that at the ſame moment he cryed our, he felt be- 
tween his ſhoulders fomething like a ſudden ſtab with a Dagger, and that from thar 
time he was tormented with an exceffive pain, The skilfulleſt Phyſitians did all that 
was inthe power of Art and Nature for the recovery of their Prince; but he grew 
viſibly worſe and worſe,and at lalt began to make them fear their endeavours were all 
in vain : the moſt general opinion was that he was poiſoned, and that belief made 
chem who had him in hand (trive to ſtrengrhen him with Antidotes,and to driveaway 
the venome by the moſt Soveraign remedies. Queen Roxana fortified by the abſence 
of her rival, kept ſtill cloſe by tis bed-ſide, and Syſgambis ſtirr'd bur very little 
from him : ſome would have had Queen Statira advertiſed how he was, but the King 
abſolutely forbad it, and knowing ſhe was not well before her departnre from Baby- 
lm, he was affraid that news would redouble her Sickneſs. The fourth day after he 
felt ill, che Soldiers crycd out that their King was dead, and that out of ſome conſi- 
deragons that misfortune was concealed from them. The contrary was affirmed to 
them, but they perſiſted in their belief, and comming to the Gates of the Palace with 
cries and tears, deſired that if their King were alive, they might have leave to ſ&him; 
The King being told of their impatience, commanded the Gates to be ſer open, and 
that they ſhould be ſuffered to enter one after another; all the Officers had that 
honour ft and after them the Soldiers, The ſight of their Prince drew tears from 
the moſt flinty of them, and the Macedonians conſidering him in that bed as in his 
grave, bewailed his loſs with moſt pitiful complaints, the King was thereby touch. 
ed with compaſſion,and looking upon choſe who {tood neareſt to him weeping; com- 
fort your ſelves my friends, ( ſaid he ) the Gods Will have a care of you, and will give you 
after me, a Prince werthy to command ſuch generous Forces. 

The Kings patience was to be admired in this ation, for notwithſtanding his bei 
ſo very ill, he kept himſelf (till in the fame poſture, and ſuffered all the ſoldiers to 
come one after another to his bed(ide, and to kiſs his hand, which he held out of bed. 

When that ceremony was ended,and that only the Princes, andthe moſt conſiderable 
ofthe Court were left in his Chamber, he laid himſelf a little berter at eaſe,and turning 
rowards ns, We muſt yield, (faid he) to the fate of the Kacides, from whom Iam deſcend- 
ed, who almoſt all died in the thirtieth year of their age. 

The next day he cauſed himſelf to be removed to the Palace which is on the other 
fide of the Lake z bur there as well as inthe other place, he yras tormented with fuch 
violent pains, and ſo weakned, that at laſt he ſw his hower was come, and thatit 
wastime to forſake the Earth which in ten years he had reduced almoſt all under his 
Dominion. This aſſurance moved him to aſſemble us all together , we were ſo con- 
ſtzntly near him, that it was not hard for him ſo to do, and when he ſaw us about his 
bed, he embraced us all with much tendernefle, and pulling a ring off from his fin- 
ger, he gave it to Perdiccas, commanding him to take care of his Burial, and to cauſe 
his body to be carried to the Temple of Z«piter Hammon , Perdiccas in the name of 
all the reſt, asked him to whom he would leave his Empire; To him that is moſt wor- 
thy of it { replyed he ) and by that anſwer he ſhowed the greatneſs of his courage, 
which in the laſt moments of his life, made him preferre vertuous perſons, before 
thoſe whom nearneſs of blood, and kindred, might have made conſiderable to ano- 
ther. His brother Aridewus was living, and amongſt us, and Queen' Roxana was 
with childe ; and yet theſe conſiderations hindred him not from adjudging the Uni. 
verfal command to him that beſt deſerved ir. + asked him laſt of all, i= 
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he deſired to have thoſe honours given him, which are due unto the Gods, and to 
thoſe who like him, had gloriouſly acquired a place inthe Heavens. hen you ( ſaid 
he ) are all happy, and in peace. | 

Theſe were his laſt words, within a while after his ſtrengch failed him, and the uſe 
of ſpeech forſook him with his life. 

Behold in ſhort, what the end was of the greateſt man the Earth ever bore, and 
of whom poſterity to the laſt ages of the world, ſhall never ſpeak but with aſtoniſh- 
ment He-remain'd cold, and unmoveable amongſt us, and his death dejected us 
on ſuch manner, thit we all ſeem'd tohave breathed our our ſouls with him, Never 
was ſo great a conſternation ſeen in ſo generous perſons, and che courage ot {0 many 
g:llant Princes, who in a thouſand dangers had made themſelves a thouſand ways 
remarkable, ſeem'd to have taken flight with the ſpirit of Alexander. 1 will- not de- 
ſcribe the height of onr afflition particularly, it ſhall ſuffice meto tell you that ir 
was ſuitable to our loſs, and that the Macedonians bewailed him as their God, and 
the Perſians as their lawful King, and the greateſt that ever had reigned over them. 
Andin brief, you need only make a little reflexion upon the life ot that potent man, 
to comprehend the effeRts his death produced in all choſe that knew him, 


For mine 'own-part, I will affure you with crutch, that his loſs imprinted ſuch a ' 


grief into myhearr, that I w2s hardly to be comforted, 2nd though 1 had received 
ſuch uſage from him,” as wasenough toaliemte the affeRtions of che moſt zealous 
the liſt teſtimonies he gave ofhis love, had wiped them all ſo clean out of my 
memory; thatthere remained not the leaſt ſign of them ,” and the remembrance of 
that great Prince hisadmirable vettues ſettled fo deep a ſorrow in my. breaſt, as for 
ſome time I ſuſpended the thoughts ot mY Tove, to give chem wholly to the cohſidera- 
tion of our general loſs. 10-gl 
- Fhe-nexr'day we met altogether in the Palace with a general conſent, and 
admitting none itto our Aﬀembly bur the Princes, and the moſt conſiderable Com- 
manders, we began to deliberate what honours ſhould be rendred to the body of our 
King, and who ſhould be his Succeſſor. Perdiccas baving placed the Kings Chair in 
the midſt of the Hall, upon which was his Crown and his Arms ; lid the Ring there 
alſo which the King had given him at his death, and by the ſight of that obje& drew 
.new cries and tears from the whole company, which of a long time afforded him 
not tharſilence he demanded. They all were willing he ſhould ſpeak firſt, and when 
he ſaw the Aſſemby ſerled, he began his Diſcourſe with the praiſes of the deceaſed 
King, and with' the revenge that was to' be taken for his death upon thoſe Parri- 
cides -( if they could be diſcovered ) who by poifon had ſhortned ſo brave, ard 6 
gloriousa life. - He went on with recommending thoſe honours that were to be ren- 
dred to his body, and to his memory, and ended with the care that was to be taken 
in the ele&tion of a Succeſſor worthy to poſleſſe the place of our late King, To that 
end, he mentioned Roxana's being with Childe, and concluded it fit to wait till ſhe 
were delivered, that her iſſue might enjoy the Crow of its Father. Peygiccas his 
motion was ſeconded by ſome ofthe company, but a great many others oppoſed i, 
and particularly Nearchus, Prolomens, and my ſelf, who knowing Roxana's ſpirit, 
and her enraged jealouſie ag1inſt Queen S:atira, and the Princels her Siſter, deſired 
ro prevent the ſtorm which threatned them in the authority of that ambitious Prin- 
cels, Ptolomers repreſented unto the Aſſembly that the condition of our affairs 
would not permit the ſtaying for an uncertain birth, nor the Government of a 
Child who perchince would prove of a different ſex fromrthat which ought co have 
the command over us, and then' propoſed to elea Prince by plurality of voices, a- 
mons thoſe ofthe blood-Royal, and to yield the Empire to him with an Univerſal 
conſent. / I believe that his friendſhip to me, perſwaded him partly to givethat coun- 
ſet ro'the Aſſembly, knowing that by nearneſs of alliance I waslike to haye good 
pretenſions to it. Profomens his authority procured him inſtantly the attention of the 
wholecompany, andpreſently after Ariſtos nominated Perdiccas, Alexanders Suc- 
ceffor: S6me of his adherents approved that EleQion; but we oppoſed ir ſtiflely; 
. an@Aeleager one of the boldeſt, and valianteſt Commanders in allthe Army, but 
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given him ? Theſe words appeaſed allche Tumult, and the Princes having paged 
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fa faRious turbulent nature , was not ſatisfied with contradicting tloſe that voted 
in favour of Perdiccas ; bur after having alledged the injury ir wsto other Prirces, 
who were more conſiderable, . he crowded through the preſs, ard putting bimiclt a- 
mong the Souldiery, began to fiir up a ſedition. - All things were going intoa ſirznge 
diſorder, when 1 bethought my 1elfofthe wrong that was doneto Alexanacrs law- 
ful heir, and though my own intereſts were ſufficientto have opt my mouth if ] 
had been of an humour to prefer them before juſlice, I could not ſuffer them to goe 
on farther , without propoting what my Conſcience, and the conſideration of the de- 
ceaſed King enjoyned me; and :ddreſling my ſelf to the whole Aﬀembly, har 
weed is there ( ſaid 1) to Waver longer in the Eliftin of a Prince , whom the Geds have 
left ws,, and who is amongſt us? 15 not Aridzus, Alexarders Brother , and the Sin of 
King Philip ? why will you deprive him of the Crown, which belcngs to him by right 
and by ſucceſſion ? ard why will you fruſtrate him, of what Reaſon and Nature have 


chem a little, though their intereſts made them of a different opigion, behey'd they 
could not with juſtice oppoſe ſo lawtull an EleQtion. Aridexs thereupon was calld, 
and Aeleager to ſpite Perdiccas , having guarded him into the Hall with anarmed 
Band , he was ſaluted King, and named Philip by the Souldiers. , Though this Ele- 
&ion appeared moſt juſt , the Princes were not very well pleas'd withit,, and know- 
ing there were ſuch defeRts both in the body and minde of that Prince, asrendred him 
in a manner incapable of ſo important a Charge , they deſtined it to the Sonne thac 
ſhould be born of Rexana, when he ſhould be of a firage and condition to execute 
it, and named Perdiccasand Lecnatus his Guardians, ſubmitting themſelves unto the 
new King , untill ſuch time as A/exanders Son ſhould be able to hold his Place. This 
was that which gave Roxana that authority which hath proved fo fatal tous, and the 
conſideration of Þ King her Husband , hindred me from oppoſing thoſe advantages 
which were aimed at for her Son. 

This order appeas'd the uproar for a day or two , but preſently after it broke forth 
again more ſtrongly thenever. Many Afacedenians loſt their livesin it, and Aelea- 
ger was aſſaſſinated in the Temple by the command of Peydiccas, who had uſurped 
the greateſt authority, Theſe diſorders obliged us to aſſemble our ſelves again, and 
not being able ro agree about the EleQtion of a Prince, we reſolved to ſhare the Ter- 
ritories Alexander Fad conquered , towards which we had contribured the beſt part 
of our Bloods. We left King Philip ſome ſhadow of Soveraignty amongſt us, and 
with a common conſent divided the Provinces that were at our diſpoſing, onthisman- 
ner. Prolomens had Egypt , and part of Africa; $yria and Phenicia fell to Lax 
medon , Cylicia to Phibotar, Lycia, Phrygia, and Pamphilia, to Antigonus, Caria to 
Caſſander , and Lydia to Menander, Emnmenes had Copano and Paphlagonia, Leo- 
natus the leſſer Phrygia, with the Coaſt of the Helleſpont, and 1 for my part had 
Thracia , Pontus , and Media; the remainder was divided among the relt , about 
which 1 will not enlarge myſelf, and Peraiccas keeping his Superintendence of Z a- 
bylm , w:s contented with governing the King , and being General of all his Armies, 
Goring ſtill with Roxana, in expeRation of the birth of her Childe, whoſe Guardi- 
an he was declared, retaining by that means the greateſt ſhare in the Authority b 
reaſon of Philips weakneſſe , who did nothing without him , and who followed no 
other counſels but his, This order having been taken inour affaires, I left the care of 
mine to Ptolomers , and went from Babylon to pay unto Statira what I owed unto 
her after the greatneſle of her loſſe, and unto the Princeſs her Siſter all the teſtimonies 
of affeRion ſhe could expeR from me in the change of their Aﬀairs. Care had been 
uſed to conceal that misfortune from them, and it was done but with too much indu- 
ſtry. Here it is, ( generous Oroondates ) that you have need of all your courage, 
and that you mult reſolve to hearken to thefaral , bloody Cataſtrophe of our lives, E - 
ſhall rell you nothing which you have not learn'd from me already , bur if this renews 
ing of ſorrow , produce in youthe ſame effects it doth in me, you will nor be exempt 
from that perplexity which now I am in, and which hardly leaves me ftrengthto finifh 
this dolefu! relation, ; 
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Lyfimachus made a ſtop in this place, as torecover new Forces, and wiped away 
the tears wherewith his cheeks were already wer, while Oroondates by his fighs expref- 
ſed how ſenfible he was of that recitat, and prepared himſelf to hear the |:menc: ble 
concluſion of his Diſcourſe. After fome moments ſpent in filence, Lyſimachus pro 
ſecured his Narration thus. Icame to the Caſtle ofCa/cis, where | behtev'd | ſhould 
finde the Princeſſes , but my aſtoniſhment w2s not to be equalled, when | ſaw the 
houſe empty , and learn'd from ſome Servants who were left behind , that they were 
ne away the day before, having receiv'd Letters from the King , which call'd them 
ack in haſte to Babylov. Fhis news ſurpriſed me infinitely, and made me apprehend 
part of thoſe misforcunes which were befillen, 1 knew the King had been dead five 
or fix dayes, and that he conld not have writ char Letter which had made them depart 
fo ſuddenly. 1would nor ſtay to talk longer where I could hear nothing more, and 
taking horſe preſently again , Lreturn'd with all ſpeed ro Babylon, I ran inſtantly to 
Queen Ftatira's Lodgings , but being told ſhe w:s not come thither, I went full of 
aſtoniſhment and confuſion to Queen Fyfigambir's, and 2s I went up itairs the beat- 
ing of my heart foretold me , the Tragick adventure ] ſhould meet chere , and when 
1 was brought into the Chamber, 1 was witneſs of a ſight that made me divine a part 
of my misfortunes, All Sy/ſgambis's Maids were ſtretch'd upon the floor, and hil'd 
the rooms with moſt woful cryes and groans, and that great Queen having her head 
covered with a Vail, lay by them herſelf, and with the force of her courage, reſtrain- 
ing her cryes, ſhe expreſſed her forrow more to the life, by that mortal ſilence, Hard 
by them lay a man all bloody, whomin ſpite of the trouble 1 was in, I knew quickly 
ro be the faithful Eunuch 7yreus, Notwithſtanding the ſtrange ſurpriſe this encoun- 
ter had cauſed in me, 1 forbore not to draw near unto the Queen, and kneeling down 
uponone knee, I conjured her to tell the caufe of her newafMiction, to him thit would 
dye to ſerve her. She hearing my voyce, lifted up her Vail a little, and ſ:id, 4h! 
Lyſimachus , the whole race of Darius is extintt, 7 leave the care to you to revenge with it, 
the memory of Alexander, and of your ſelf, 1 am aſhamed to dye the laſt of all my Family; 
but if I have ſurvived the boſe of Darius , 7 will not out-live that of Alexander, andof 
my daughters. 

At theſe words ſhe covered her face again, and put herſelf in her former poſture, in 
which as I have heard ſince, ſhe continued till ſhe had ended her dayes. Judge, I be- 
ſeech you, whether her diſcourſe and ation did not touch me ſenſibly,] turn'd roward 
Tres, from whom I believed 1 might ger a more particular knowledge of what was 
hapned, and asKking it him with impariency, Sir, ( ſid he) the Gods have left me this 
remnant of life , to diſcover the murther of our Princeſſes , and to publiſh that horrible 
parricide , which the darkneſs has concealed from the whole world, and to which the Sun 
would have abhorred to lend his light. I deſire no more ſtrength of them then what will 
ſerve my turn to make this fatal relation, and then I ſhall withont grief forſake a life, which 
1 cannot conſerve after the loſs of my deareſt Miſtreſs. 

This Difcourſe did fo ſurpriſe and dejeR me, that having deprived me of part of my 
ſenſes, irſcarce left me my hearing free, rounderſtand 7yrexs his words, who continu- 
ed on this manner. 

I will not entertain you, Sir, with the divertifements , the Queen and the Princeſs 
her Siſter found ar the Caſtle of Calc;s, whither the Queens indifpoſition had cauſed 
them to retire; this recital wonld be bur little important , and lefle ſeiſonable at this 
time , beſides Ifeel my Rrengch decay fo faſt, that it will nor ſuffer me to enlarge my 
ſelf upon that SubjeR, it will fuffice1f I rell you, that by the change of air, the Queen 
had recovered her health , but by a mortal ſ.dneſs, which ſeldome h1d a minurcs re- 
ſpite , ſhe preſaged her approaching misfortune, and h rdly tound any ab»rement of 
her ſecrer griefs, inthe converſation of the Princeſs her ſiſter. She |-nguiſh'd our her 
life on that faſhionto theend , and to come to it ina few words, know that yelterday 
an hour or two before Sun-ſet, ſhe was told that one of the Kings guard h d brought 
her a Lerter from him , ſhe commanded him to be brought in , and asking bim news 
concerning the King, he only preſerited the Letter to her, and by thac aQion made her 
qppahend] ſomething of her diſaſter, Having open'd ic trembling, ſhe read cheſe words 
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King ALEXANDER to the Queen 
STATIRA. 


! Commanded that my ſickneſs ſhould be concealed from you, ſo long'as F hoped 
for 4 Recovery, but now that I feel the approaches of Death, I ſhould be very 


ſorry to depart this World, without ſeeing you, and giving you the laſt Farewell, 
1 intreat you therefore to come hither , ſpnce my are.” will not ſuffer meto 
go to you , and refuſe not this laſt teſtimony of your Aﬀection, to him who loves 
you mare then himſelf, | 


ALEXANDER, 


Although this Letter was not written with the Kings own hand , it was ſealed with 
the Signet, which he was wontto uſe, and the Kings ſickneſs kept the Queen from 
ſuſpeRing any thing, She made anend of reading it with a loud cry, and not wavering 
at all about the reſolution ſhe ſhould take , ſhe gave order te have her Chariots pre- 
ſently made ready , and by her ſpeedy obedience expreſs'd che greaneſs and ſincerity 
of her affeRions to her Husband. The night was already near ar hand, :nd ſome of her 
Servants perſwaded her to defer her Journey till the next day , bur ſhe was diſpleaſed 
at thar motion, and though darkneſs began already to overſpread the face of the Earth, 
ſhe got up into her Chariot with the Princeſs her Siſter, and ſer forward on her way, 
being attended by a very ſmall Train. Her impatiency to ſee the King, made her 
cauſe her Horſes to be drivenat ſo high a rate, that ſhe was near ZBaby/on 1n leſs then 
three hours ; but when we were within five or fix furlongs of the Town, we were en- 
vironed by a Troop of armed men, who having ſurrounded the Chariot, commanded us 
to retire, or they would kill us; and puttingthemſelves in a readineſs, to doas they 
had threatned,they ſo terified thoſe fe:riul ſouls, thatthe fear of death,made them rake 
flighr, while they rurn'd out ofthe way to the — Princeſs coward an houſe of 
Rexana's without the City. ' ButI bore my Miſtreſs a ſtronger affe&ion, then thoſe 
baſe Servants, and Ireſoly'd to follow her to the utmoſt, and never ro forſzke her bur 
with my life, which 1 could not value out of her Service. Theſe good Princeſſes ſeeing 
themſetves Captives,and alone among thoſe ſtrangers, ſent forth moſt lamentable cries, 
and fearing (with probabilicy) ſome violence againſt their Honours, they would have 

evented their Deſtinies with their own hands, and had done fo, if they had not been 

indred by Cleme , who alone had 2ccompanied them, becauſe ſhe alone was in the 
Chariot with them, We arrived atthart Houſe of Roxaxa's, which I preſently knew, 
and from that knowledge drew moſt fatal preſages, there they made them alighr, and 
the Commanders of that Troup, in ſpite of their cryes andrefiſtance , forced them to 
go up a pair of ſtaires, and from thenceenter into a room , where I had been many 
times before; under fayour of the darkneſs, I gotin amongſtthe reſt, and not lofin 
ſight of my Princeſſes, I ſaw them led into that Chamber, which we found hung wic 
black, and the wicked Roxanain it. The Captain of the Troup having diſcovered his 
face, was known likewiſe to be Perdiccas, and theſe poor Princeſſes ignorant as yer, 
what they were deſtined to, waited forthe end of that Tragedy with ſome apprehen- 
Fon, but with a great deal of conſtancy. Roxana coming up tothem, Aſada, (cid 
ſhe, tothe Queen ) Alexander is dead, if you lov'd him well you will not be ſorry to fol- 
low him, nor is it juſt that you and yours ſhould one day diſpute for the Empire, with their 
Heir that ſpall be boyn of him, *tis againſt my will I conſent to your deftruttion, but can- 
met ſecure my ſelf by other means. 


The Queen was ſo ſurpriſed with Roxan's firſt words, which inform'd by of her 


husbands death, that ſhe had ſcarcely ſtrength to hearken to the reſt, much leſſe to re. 
ply; nor indeed had ſhe the leiſure given her, for Perdiccas making her and her fiſter, 
and Cleone go down a back ſtair led chem into a lictle Court appointed for their execu- 
tion, while Rexana looked outat a window , to be witnels of chat doleful ſpecticle, 
How ſhall | be able,Sir,to relate what in ſpite ofthe darkneſs, I ſaw with mine own es; 
yes, *twas with mine own eyes, I beheld thoſe picilels Butchers, ſacrifice thoſe divine 
Princeſſes to the malice of Roxana, and preſently throw their bodies into two Wells, 
and a great number of ſtones after them... Theſe great Princefles received their deach 
without murmuring, but I ſent forth cryes, which quickly made me-to-be known, and 
caus'd thoſe executioners to turn their Swords againſt me , and pur me into the condi- 
tion in which you ſee me, : 25 gi 

Tyreus would have proſecuted his Difcourſe to tell me which way he got to S7/f-. 

ambis's Palace , buthe' was ſeized with ſuch a weakneſs, as took away his ſpeech with 
his ſtrength. Neither indeed was I in a condition to hearken to him any Tonger, chis 
fatal relation having left me bur as much life as w:s neceſſary to revenge the Princeſ- 
ſes. - With that deſignI recollected all my Forces, and courage, and onely crying our, 
Are you dead then, Pariſatis? I went out of ky need Chamber, without ſpeaking 
a word more. I ran inſtantly to Perdiccas his houſe , fully refoly'd to ſacrifice 
him firſt unto my Princeſſes ghoſt ; but I heard he was gone out of the City at the 
Gate which led towards Emphrates. 1calld for my Armsand an Horſe, and without 
more company, I went after him with a reſolution never to return to Babylon , but 
eo pierce my heart with my own Sword, after having dyed it in the bloods of Perdiccas 
and Roxana. Some SouldiersI knew, whom I met without the Gate, aſſured me they 
had ſeen that difloyal man paſs by alone, and that he in their preſence had ſent away 
ten or twelve Horfementhat were of his Company,to whom he had given ſome Com- 
miſſion or other. This news made me ride after him with the greater confidence, and 
within a little while Imet him in the place , where youretarded my juſt revenge, and 
whete by the hindrance you gave to ſo lawfula defign, youurg'd me to an incivility, 
which would have merited no pardon, if the cauſe of it had been of eſs importance, 
but which nevertheleſs could not keep you from ſhowing marks of your ordinary ge- 
neroſity to him that had ſo little deſerved it, and who by the happineſs of your en- 
counter, hath receiy'd all the conſolation he was capable of in the exceſle of his miſ. 
fortunes. 

Lyſimachus ended his Narration thus, and 0roondates whom the recital of theſe laſt 
accidents had put into a ſtrange Prmy, at firſt onely lifted up his eyes and hands to 
Heaven, and by his ations and filence, expreſs'd a ſorrow which all the wordsin the 
world could not repreſent, Bur after he had continued ſo a while, 4h ! Lyſimachis; 
( cryed he ) let ws dye, ſince owr Princeſſes are dead, we have liv'd too long, and my Soul 
burns already with impatience to follow that of my lovely Scatira. 

He made a little pauſe at theſe words, and then going on ofa ſudden , No, no Lyſi- 
machus ( continued he ) let «s net dye till our Princeſſes be revenged, my Wounds cannot 
detain me _ , and Perdiccas and Roxana, have no Sanitwaries that can ſecare them 
from onr hanas. 

Lyſimachus anſwered theſe Tranſports only with ſomeſighs which thisrenewing of 
his grief forced from the bottom of his heart , and Oroondares having for ſome time 
kept him company in that entertainment, and having a little paſt over that firſt vio- 
lence, Dear Companion of my Fortune, ( ſaid be, with a more ſettled yoyce ) 7have 
found in your life ſo many marks of your vertue, that I am extremely ſorry I never en 
Jojed the happineſs of your friendſhip till the concluſion of my dayes , be not diſpleas'd at 
the occaſion that gave it me; but if you be troubled at the delay 1 interpoſed in your re- 
venge , belitve the Gods had ordain dit ſo, that I might not be fruſtrated of the ſame [a 
ref afiion, and that you in ſo jult an enterpriſe, might have a Companion who hath an equal 
mntereſt with you in it. 

© There isno doubt ( replyed Zy/imach ) but thatT feel my ſelf infinitely fortified 
*by your aſſiſtance, and that your conſideration alone has made me conſerve a life, 
*which nothing elſe was able to make me prolong ; bur it js alſo true , that my gric 
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* for not having known you, till now that I ſee you periſh by the ſame deſtiny, will 
© moſt i -n\bly zedouble thoſe ſorrows which will .25cnnte' me to rmy —_ — 
ondates, would have made anfwer,and they were going to proſecute their ad conver- 
fation, when their ſervants came into the Chamber, and Brced them to take a repaſt, 
which they could willingly have forborn, in the condition they were in, if the preſer- 
vation of their ſtrength had not been neceſſary, tor effeing the deſign of their re. 


venge. 


The End of the Second Book. 
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_ HE two Princes employed the reſt of that day in contriving what means 
they ſhould uſe for their revenge, 'and their intereſts from thence- 
| forth being inſeparable, as well by reaſpn of the tye of friendſhip, as of 
the union of their fortunes, they open'd their hearrs mutually to one ano- 
ther, and reſoly'd to dye rogether, and appeaſe the ghoſt of their Prin- 
ceſſes by the blood of their Enemies, and by their own. 
For that end, they determined thar in the interim while Oroondates was recovering, 
Cleantes, Ly/ſmmachus his Squire, ſhould guy oo Babylon, where he ſhould in- 
form himſejf under-hand, concerning the eſtate both of their enemies, and alſo of 
their friends, eſpeciilly of Ptofomens, who but a few dayes before, had a body 
ofan'Army, and in whoſe aſliſtance Lyſimachas has grounded _ of his hopes. 
Cieantes departed with this charge, and the Princes remained in their ordinary en- 
tertainment, | 
The next day Oromdates by the Chyrurgians permiſſion, . lett his bed, and began 
to walk up and down his Chamber. Ly/ſmachas was gone our, betimes in the morning 
according to his cuſtome,to converſe with his forrowful thoughts in the Wood, whi 
he had deſtined ro that employment. They led him co the bank of the Euphrates, 
where lying down, he mingled ſome of his tears with the waters of the River, and 
deplored his fate in words very ſuitable to the condition of his fortune, Hee was 
deeply buried in a actackity indy, when he was put beſide it by the noiſe of certain 
Horſes which ſeemed to come toward him ; he fate upright, and turning his head to 
thit ſide whence he had heard them coming, faw three men on Horſeback, whereof 
one compleatly armedand bravely xs Pra Sr to be theMaſter oftwo Squires, 
that attended him, 
They had left the Freat Road, to draw near untothe River, and when they were 
upon the bank, a little below LZyſmachns, the Stranger alighting rook one of hig 
# Squireg 
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Squires with him and leaving the horſes with the other, while he watred them, ſoughe 
a place. fitto reſt himſelfafter the weariſomneſs of his journey, and leaning upon his 
Squire came to lie down hard by Tyſmachns, but. where by rezſon of the buſhes he 
could not diſcoyer him. | 

Though Lyſimachws was little concerned in others fortunes, and little moved at any 
other conſiderations: ſave 'thoſe'of hisown miſhaps, he could not forbeare looking 
upon that ſtranger, who was of a very fair ſtature, '4nd whoſe armes were very rich 
his Cuiraſſe ſeem'd to be of flyer damask'd with gold, and the caske of the ſame mar. 
ter, and of the ſame work was covered with a plume of black and white feathers 


which waved negligently upon his ſhoulders. {x fmechu loſt ſight of him as he lay 
down, but in requital he could hear what be faid withour being perceived, ang 
lending his ear with ſome attention, heard that after two or three violent ſighs he 
ſpoak thus unto his Squire. / abſolntely forbid thee evey to take wp the defence of that tra 5 
tour any more, his infidelity can never be juſtified, and that difleyal Scyrllh, ought never 
to hope for. any thing but death, for a reward of his perfidionſneſſe : and "tis only to give 
it him, that 1 will ſcck him ſo long as T live; I will return into Scythia, whither perhaps 
he is already retired, to ſtab him with a thouſand blows in the midſt of all his friends, and 
give ar exemplary puniſhment of-a, treachery without —_ The (ranger accom. 
panied theſe words with deep lighs,and his Squire ſeeing he had done ſpeaking, *The 
* gods forbid ( faid he ) that ever I ſhould oppoſe your anger, or undertake to jultific 
©*Orentes, who is apparently guilty'of a molt horriþle ingratitude, but how do wee 
* know whether bebe in a coridifion to fear your threats, and whither death have 
* not already ſtolne him-from*your revenge ? Ah ! friend ( replyed the ſtran- 
ger ) if Orontes be dead, I will + a> follow him , but if he be yet alive, he ſhall die 
for the. expiation of his ingratituae ,, T eaſily incline to that belief, nor on-ght I to have 
hoped for other uſage from aScythian, though he be a Prince, and that his birth ought to 
have exempted hjm from part of the inhmmanity of his Countrey, after ſuch obligations us 
he hath to me, and ſuch uſage as I have receiv'd frow him, nothing but his death can 
ſatisfie me ; 1 Will therefore diſpatch him if he be alive, and this ſame hand Which for his 
ſake I have deftined to another uſe, ſhall free the earth from that _ of infidelity. 
Lyſimachus whom the name of Grontes had made attentive, harkened to this diſcourſe 
with more intereſt, then he, had taken in it at firſt, and finding by the purſuit ofit 
what anill deſign the ſtranger had aguinſt Grontes Prince of Scythia, he beliey'd his 
threats'could be adreſſed to none but his friend, who was Prince of Scythia, and who 
had piſſed his time in forraign Countries under the name of Oyontes, This belief 
kept him from hearkning longer to the talk of his enemies, and nor being ab'e to 
ſuffer him to be threatned and injured in his preſence, in whom of all men living he 
had found the greateſt vertue, andto whom, he had vowed the greateſt friendſhip: 
He aroſe ſuddenly from his place ; not regarding what noyſe he made, and advan- 
cing toward them, he ſhowed himſelf, and made them ſee he had heard all their dif 
courſe. The ſtranger ſurpris'd at his coming, and diſpleas'd to have been overheard, 
and interrupted, ftart up, and putting the beaver of his caske halfway down, which 
before was up, he gave not Zyſmachas leiſure to quarrel with him, but preventing 
him with an angry voice ; F/hoſeever thou art ( ſaid he ) thou ſhoweſt thy felf indiſcreet 
to interrupt thoſe that call thee not to their converſation. ,* Lyſimachus who ſ1w himſelf 
prevented in his intentions,and who came not co make excules,replyed, briskly, *The 
* converſation I have interrupted, concern'd me too much to ſuffer the continuance 
* ofit; and T heard thee injureand threatena man the ſight of whom would make 
* thee tremble, and to whom'T am to00 much a friend to pardon the wrong thou doeſt 
© him. The Stranger at theſe words ſtepping back, and lifring up his eyes to Heaven, 
cried out, O Gods! ſhall I be ſo fortunate as to find a man that takes the part of that tray- 
; tony, and againſt Whom I may diſcharge part of my juſt indignation from which you hide 
him ? If thou wilt have but a minates patience ( ſaid Lyſumachus ) 7 will Live thee that 
ſatisfaftion, I have armes and horſes hard by here, and though perhaps my ſword alot 
were ſufficient to defend my friends intereſts, thy choyce of ſo conſiderable an enemy, makes 
me believe thee too conragious, to take the advantage thous haſt, The {tranger enflamed 
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order to tell Oroondates if be asked tor him, that he would be back gun preſently, 
and that a bulineſfſe of importance obliged him to leave him for ſome tew momencs. 
He gallopt away toward the River, and within a very little while came upto the. (tran- 
who wayted for him with an impatience as grextas his. No ſooner did he fee 
im, but inſtantly he got upon his Horſe, and taking a little carreere to quicken him, 
he appeared to have ſo good a ſeate, and to be fo firme in his ſaddle, that Zyþ- 
machys conceived an exceeding high opinion of him. - The ftranger having ſtope 
his Horſe, drew neare him with a gentle pace, and without uſing any other civilay ; 
I find thee conragious enough (ſaid he ) for the friend of a Traytour, but ſince thoy haſt 
wndertaken it, reſolve to pa) for him, and to waſh away hus infidelity with thy blood. Thele 
wordsrais d Ly{imachs his choller to the higheſt degree, yer made heno reply ; but 
having looked on him with eyes that ſparkled with tury, he turn'd about his Horſe, 
and taking a dart from the hand of his Servant that had followed him, while the Stran- 
ger did the like, he trotted off a little ro make his carreere ; when they had taken area- 
ſonable ſpace for it,they faced about, and ſetting ſpurrs co their Horſes, ran at one a- 
nother with an impetuouſneſſe which can be compared to nothing but that of thunder; 
the ſhock was wonderfull furious, and their javelings being broken to ſhivers even 
within their very gauntlets, without ſhaking.them, they ruſh'd againſt each other with 
their bodies and ſhields ſo forcibly that their horſes too weak to ſuſtain ſo potent an 
encounter, fell backwards, and caſt their Maſters both upon the ſand. They gox 
upagain with a great deal of nimbleneſs ; and drawing their Swords came cloſe tope 
ther in a moment, and laid on ſuch weighty blows, that their mutuall knowledge of 
oneanothers ſtrength made them fight with more circymfpeRneſs,: and negleR no- 
thing againſt ſuch redoubled enemies, This refletion ſav'd them a great deal of 
blood , and having fought almoſt an hour without being able to draw any on either 
fide, the ſtranger to whom that tediouſneſs ſeem'd inſupportable, forgot his fencing, 
and throwing his ſhield behind his back, he took hisSword in both hands, and ſtruck, 
fuch a heavy blow, upon Lyſmachws his head, that he was aſtonjed with it, and red- 
ed backward two or three fteps. The ſtranger proud with that good ſucceſs, preſles 
his enemy, and thinking to beat him down witha fecond blow, oo ferch'd Frm "A 
gain out of his aſtoniſhment, and not being any longer defended by his ſlyeld;re- 
ceiy'd a thruſt which paſſing between the mails of his fleeve, wounded hin in'the 
righe arm. The heat of the fight kept him from feeling the a of his hurt. ac 
a 


firlt, but within a while atter, lofle of blood ſo weaken'd his arme, that he had Gary 
ly ftrength to hold his ſword, and without the help of the res was no langer 
able to.make uſe of it, Lyſmachw, perceiv'd it by the feebleneſle of his blows, agd 
by the blood he ſaw run down upon his armes ; andthough that ſkranger's pride, had 
rais $hisanger to the gxtremity, yer could he not forget his\natural generofity;, and 
retiring a lice, Thow art nolowger in a condition ( fajdhe) to revenge thoſe Wrong s tep* 
0: me., which thou baſt receiv*d from the Prince of Scythia': or Combat ſhall end heresf 
thaw wilt , but after this tryall T have had af thee, 1 wonld nat counſel! thee to neea/wre 
thy forces with hiz , which are above mine without compariſon. The ſtranger ,who 
the ſight.of his blood had kindled with fury, and wha beleev'd.himfelf injured hy 
Laftohes bis words, anſwered only with a great ſtroke, which glancing upon the 
lide of his cask gave him alight wound uponthe ſhoulder , and Gegadingit mth 
T1 many 
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many others, made him quickly know, he was not capable of hearkening to what he 
faid, nor of chanking him for his offers, and advice : Lyſmachms then loit all the con- 
ſideration he had offim, and ſtriking him a back blow under his chin cur aſſunder 
the ſtraps ot his headpiece, which fell upon the ground, leaving his head naked, and 
difarmed. | - : : 
Ly mach had lift up his arm again, when looking upon his enemies head, he ſaw 
a faire long hair, which forcing certain knots, and fillets wherewith it was ill tied 
up, inſtantly covered his ſhoulders, and part. of his body, and conſidering his face 
more heedfully, he ar laſt perceiv'd it was a woman, and one of the faireſtinthe 
world, againſt whom he had fought with ſo much animoſity. While he was begin- 
ing to repent himſelf, and letfall che point of his Sword, ſtepping back a little, that 
.Warlfke dame, to whoſe cheekes ſhame and anger had given a colour which en- 
creas'd her beauty, flew at him more fiercely then before, and thruſting her Sword at 
his very eyes, with a threatning cry, F/y not ( faid ſhe ) neither be aſhamed to” have 
us'd. thy armes againſt a woman, who hath often died the fields in the blood of ſuch as 
thou art; 1 am not ſo weak, that thou ſhould ſt need to deſpiſe me , and there ts mire 
honont to be wonne with me, then tho thinkeſt for. She accompanied theſe words 
with a ſtorme of blowes, and enraged by the contempt ſhe thought Zyſmachns ſhow- 
ed of her, ran upon him with ſo much fury, and ſo little caution, that he was often 
afraid ſhe would give her ſelf a death with thoſe armes which he no more would 
turne againſt her ;* heretired ſtill warding her Þiowes, which the wound in her arm 
already made bur faint ones, and when he ſaw he was out of their reach, and thatthe 
faire Amazone was forced to give him ſomereſpite, to the end ſhe might take breath, 
Madam ( faid he ) I will rather turn the print of my ſword againſt my ov heart , then 
make uſe of it againſt you, 1 know too well What 1s due to your ſex, and to your beauty, 
and 1 ſrouldbe glad if I conld with a good part of my own blood, repaire the loſſe of that 
which my [acrilegions harids have drawn from your fair body , if this [atisfattion content 
or not, pierce this breſt which I offer to you, I will take off my cuiraſſe, that you may th 
mote eaſily do it, and in the ſad eftate of my fortune which makes me wiſh for death, I 
cannot hope for a more glorious one then that 1 ſhall receive from ſo fair a hand. How 
exceſſive ſoever the anger of this valiant Lady was, ſhe could not but abate part of 
it, at ſo great repairations, and ſo profound ſubmiſſions : and beholding Zy/imachss 
with eyes whereineven through the rage that enflamed them,one might obſerve ſome 
gentleneſſe. *I cannot ( ſaid ſhe ) gueſle at the cauſe why thou ſlighteſt me thus; 
© thou haſt hot yet had ſo much advantage over me; as to find reaſon to contemn me. 
I will never pretehd to any greater ( replied Lyſimachns) then the occaſions of (erving 
ow, and you are armed ſo many ſeveral wayes to conquer men, that the viftory will always 
be yours infallibly. * I deſire none ( anſwered the Amazone ) but what I can winne 
** with the point-ot my ſword, and though 1 be a woman, my profeſſion is to fight 
' ©with men; nor have I gained fo little reputation in that rune that you ſhould 
-© need to be aſhamed ofour Combat : it ſhall end here ſince you will have it fo, and 
*that it would be ignoble in me to perſiſt in ir, but I could wiſh alſo you would quit 
*the intereſts of a Traytour, who never deſerved the affeRion of ſo vertuous a perſon 
* as your ſelf, Theſe words were _— to have renewed the quarrel if a man had 
ſpoken them ; but Zy/machns who had not been able to endure them trom oneof z- 
nother ſex, and who would have taken up the defence of bis friend againſt the moſt 
valiant living, thought fir to combat the reſentments of a woman with mildneſle, and 
was content with anſwering thus, as he put up his Sword. 7 know not what injury you 
can have receiv'd from him who is really the moſt generous and thy moſt. reſpeitive 10 La 
dies of all the ment in the world ,, Thave ever ſeen bim moſt 'averſe from ſuch crimes as 
thoſe you tax him with, and in the recital which has been made me of his life, I did not 
hear that ever he had any buſineſſe with you , but if he be ſo unfortunate as to 
have offended you, I will engage my ſelf that he ſhall give you all the ſatisfaftion you can 
defere of him. For that I paſs my word to you, andin the mean time, Madam, be pleaſed 
#0 accept the offer I make you of a place hard by, where your wounds may be dreſſed , 1 
have Jeviews there who are skilful in that art, you may be there more privately, 
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alſo more conveniently then at Babylon, and inthat place it is youſtall receive all Wamer 
of duty and wo {rom Orontes. : 

At theſe words the Lady's countenance.was dyed with a colour, which Zy6machus 
knew not whether he ſhould attribute co joy, or anger. And after having wavered a 
long timein the conſideration of what anſwer ſhe ſhould return. I believe, Orontes, 
* ſo tar from hence, (ſaid ſhe)and ſodifferent from what you report of him,that I know 
* not what ſatisfaction you can make him give me; but yet your offers are ſo civil, that 
*[ cannot refuſe them; and ſince you defire to have it ſo, Iwill go along with you to 
; remedy for the wound I have received from you. | 
© Saying thus, ſhe put forth her hand to him, and —_— Squires, ſhe leaned 
upon'the arm of Hyppalita, the perſon with whom ſhe had calked, and whoalſo 
wasa Woman , and went with Zy{machxstoo toward the Houle, it was ſo near, that 
they got not on Horſeback , and Zyſmachss ſending his Servantwho had been ſpe. 
Qator of the Combar, before to: preparea Chamber , led her thither ſoftly by the 
Garden'Gate. They found Polemon there, who was come out to meet them, and to 
uſe the civilities he was obliged to in his houſe ; his wife carried the fair Amazone to 
her Ch:mber , andeffered her all rhe ſetviceſhe could expeR from thoſe of her own 
ſex. While rhe woman undreſs'd her to put her to bed, Ly/mackhas withdrawing out 
of reſpe&t , went no Orneptte i Chamber. o_ was the = " he had left his 
bed ſince bus wound, and Ly/imachas giving an exattaccompt of all that hadhapned, 
ſurpriſed him with a marvellous eros. | _ 

After havinglent him a very quietattention, 7 find ( faid he ) twothings in this ad- 
venture very remarkable , Lylimachus his friend/o3p , and the Woman's d, I be- 
heve I have deſerved neither of them , and as 7 never obliged Lyſimachus ſo much as to 

afford mee a bare good will , ſo likewiſe 1 do net think that ever 1 by any of attions gave 
this Woman cauſe to hate me , theſe are the effiftsof chance , which blindly ſends us 
bath good and evil Fortune ,, but fince after. having fo generouſly defended my quarrel, 
you oe alſo engaged: your ſelf for me , I Will free you from that obligation , and if this 
fair Lady be capable of receiving a reparation for rboſe wrongs ſhe pretends T have done 
her, 1 will give it her fo ally, that Ja# ſhall have nothing mare to deſire for the diſ-enga- 
ging of your word. [ will go into ber Chamber ith you , afſoon as ſhe 35 in a condition to 
receive our viſit , and I will ſubmit wy ſelf to {nffer whatſoever her reſentment ſhall en- 
un me. | | 
While they diſcourſed on this manner , , Zyfiragehwy bis Chirurgion waited upon 
the —_ Lady, and having {carch'd her wound, he found there was neither 
fierve.nor artery touch'd, and rhough her arm wasrun quite throygh , he promiſed 
| her a ſpeedy cure, ' After he had applyed thy ta ies, he went to the Princes, 
and having given them an account how ſhe was, be look'd upon WR hurt, 
who already had put off his. arms; he found ic fo Night a one, he thought he 
ſhould; not need ro: keep his bed , aor bis Chamber twodayes ; when he had 
drefs'd-it, they {ent him back. tothe Lady to know whether it would not be incom- 


modious for her to be viſited. She received the 


| Mateo very call , and having told 
Amintas ſhe ſhould be extreamly well pleaſed to ſee bis Maſter , (4 re rd 


it; bur he went into her Chamber with Orgondater;r: ſhe gave thema reception full of 
civility, and commanding Hyppalits; to ſer Chairs by her bedfide,chey fate down and 
preſently the Lady having thank'd Zyſmaches for his care of her, turn'd her eyes up- 
on Oreondates , whoin moſt civil tearmsexprefs'd histrouble for her wound , and ha- 
ving' anſwered his firſt words exceeding courteoully , ſhe look'd yery intentively up- 
on him, His wound had taken off fomethingof thaclively colour, which was wont 
to'increaſe the luſtre of his natural handſomnels, and his ſorrows had in great meaſure 
abatedit , yethe had features ſtill left, accompanied with ſo great Majeſty, that ſhe 
conſidered Flt not without admiration, 


While ſhe was in the ſame aſtoniſhment at the gracefult preſence of thoſe two 
Princes, that they were in at her excellent beauty , Lyſmachas ſpoke thus unto her, 
I cannot expreſſe , Madam, the trouble I receive, in ſzeing 8 reduced to this condition by 
him; who of all the men in the world, will while he lives 
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but thiſe are the fruits of the profeſſion you follow , and as you have extream great ag- 
vantages above all the reFt of your ſex, ſoare you likewiſe ſubjeft to thoſe accidents from 
which thty commonly are exempted ; ' the moſt ſenſible griefe for it ought tobe mine , whoſe 
prophane hands have born arm: againſt a per ſon.totally divine ; and donbtleſſe it will be re 
doubled, if after the promiſe I have made you, I ſhould not contribute, Whatſcever you tould 
deſire , for your ſatisfaltion; T have found the Prince whom you complain of, mo#t readily 
aſpoſea.r .- xp himſelf to any you can wiſh, and tis for that end I have brought him into 
Chamber. © 

* Into my Chamber , ( cryed the Lady interrupting him ) and where is he ? With 
theſe words ſhe drew the Curtain of her Bed quite open , and ſeeing no body elſein 
the Chamber, ' ſhe looked upon Zyſimachnr, with an eye thar accuſed him of deceipr, 
and humanity, and which obliged him to continue, Yes, Aadars , he 5s in your 
Chamber, and in your preſence ;, Tow ſee before you , (added he, ſhewing her Oroonde- 
tes) that Printe of Scythia whom you accuſe of infidelity , and if your reſentment ag ainit 
him be as great as. you have teſtified , I wonder you have been ſo long before you knew him.; 
Lyſmachas holding his peace at theſe words , Orondates began to ſpeak, and while 
the Lady look'd earneſtly upon him , * If I be ſo unfortunate , Madam ; ( faid he )as 
*to haye offended you , 1 will give my life for the expiation of my faults, the Gods 
* are my Witneſſes, I never had ſuch an intention, and thatI am ignorant of the rea- 
* ſons. you have 'to.complain of me, but be.they what they can , you ſhall finde me 
* moſt ready-to give you ſatisfation,. and to dikengage my friend of the word he has 
given you for me. | ; 

Oreondates having ſaid thus,. remained ſilent , and the fair Stranger nnngd fgh 
from the bottom of her heart, ' conſidered him a while without replying, and then of 
a ſudden turning toward Lyſmachu , and beholding tim with a diſcontended eye, 7 
alwayes doubted (faid ſhe) that you knew not my Trayter, fince you were ſo forward to em- 
brace his intereſts, With theſe words ſhe turned her head on the other fide, and ha- 
ving continued a. long time ſilent, in the conſtraint ſhe ſuffered to force back ſome 
ſighs that, would have burſt forth, whether ſhe- would or no , ſhe at laſt, lift up her 
eyes to Heayen, and joyning her hands upon her breaſt : © Fort»ne, ( cryed ſhe) 7 
aske thee pardon, 1 was to'blame to conceive any glimpſe of hope, and 1 ought to have known 
thee better, after ſo long a time as thou haſt perſecuted me. 

; Whenſhe had ſaid fo, ſhe ſettled herſelf a little, and looking very heedfnlly upon 

Oroondates , It is true, Sir,( parſued ſhe ) that you never offended me, but it is true alſo, 
that you are not Orontes , 4t leaft not that Orontes, whom 1 complain of , and whom I 
accuſe of infidelity. * 1 confeſs, (replyed the Prince) that Orentes is not my true name, 
* but *tis that under which I have paſs'd part of my years , atid which I have ever born 
*inforein Countryes, Beſides Iam ® Scythian, anda Prince as he whom you accuſe, 
* and I know very well that $cythia bath now no other Prince whois called Orontes. 

The Lady having hearkned to him patiently ;- And what is become then ( faid ſhe ) 
of Orontes , Prince of the Maſſigetes, and N to the King of Scythia? . * It is true, 
© (anſwered Oroondates ) the m6 Las had fore a Prince of that name , who 
* was very dear to me, both by reaſon of his merit, and of the near allyance between 
* us, we were of the ſame age, andwere bred up together, but impartjal death robb'd 
* us of him, juſt when he was grown marvellonſly hopeful to all his friends. 

The fair Stranger gave ear to this Diſcourſe with trembling , and not being able to 
ſuffer the continuance of it without interruption. And aboat what time; Sir, (aid ſhe 
much troubled ) dyed that Prince whom you knew ? **Tis eight, or ten years, ( re- 
* plyed Oroondates ) ſince he was drowned in the Araxis, by the breaking of a bridge 
* of Boats, which involy'd part of our Army in his lofſe. TheLadies face attheſe 
words came to its former colour , andexpreſling a little more tranquility, then had 
appeared in it a few minutes before ; 3You1dit had pleas'd the Geds , ( ſaid ſhe, with 
a great ſigh ) that the faithleſſe Orontes had dyed then really , as he did in the opinionif 
every body, my Soul perhaps would yet be inits firſt repoſe, and perchance I ſhould net 
now be the moſt unfortunate Princeſſe in the world, withent doubt , ( continued ſhe, 
turning to Orcondates , you mnſt needs be Prince Oroondates , Son tothe King obey 
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thia, 7 have heard from Orontes, that he was bred up with you, and your countenance eaſs- 
ly perſwades me to believe all he told me to your advantage. 

Oroondates caſting down his eyes through — and reſpe&, *I am indeed (faid 
© he)chat unfortunate Prince of whom you ſpeak,and though hitherto I have confeſs d 
*;t bur to very few perſons, you ſhall ever be one of thoſe, for whom I will have par.. 
« ticular conſideration, Iam aſhamedto own him for my Kinſman, whom you accuſe 
* of infidelity, and by whom you have been injured,but how faithleſs ſoever he be,it is 
*rrue, that that Orontes whom you complain of, is Son to the Princeſs 7homiria , the 
*King my Fathers Siſter , Iknow not whether hebe ſtillalive, but notwithſtanding 
- © his nearneſs to me, I ſhall be one of the firſt to condemn him, and declare my ſelf 
* againſt him, if he be capable of infidelity roward you: |. 
| The fair Amazore anſwered theſe words with a great deal of civility ; and asking 
him pardon for the errors ſhe had committed before his quality was known to her, 
ſhe learn'd from him alſo the name of Zyſimachas. That knowledge comforted herin 
the diſadvantage ſhe had in the combat with him, and by moſt obliging words teſtify- 
ing her eſteem: of his valour , 7f you be that Lyſimachus ( faid ſhe ) who was alwayes 
ſonear to Alexander the Great , is it poſſible that the face of Thaleſtris ſhould be unknown 
10y0u; and that you ſhould not rememier you have ſeen me upon the Frontiers of Hyrcania, 
in an Equipage remarkable enough to have preſerv'd ſome memory of it > Lyſimachus 
ſhowing a great aſtoniſhment at theſe words, * What, Madam, (faid he) are you then 
* that great Queen of the Amazones, who came to meet Alexander upon the confines 
* of Hyrcapia, with ſo ſtately a Train, and co whom the King ſhewed reſpects worthy 
*of the birth, and vertue of ſo great and ſo generous a Princels?7 am the ſameThaleſtris, 
* (anſwered the Amazone ) who viſited the Court of Alexander for conſiderations wery 
* different from thoſe to which perhaps ſome attributed my fourney, 

*I was at that time (replyed Lyſomachss ) = upon an expedition, where the King 
* had ſent me with Craterns, and Prolemens, but when I came back to Court, it was yet 
*full of the fame you hadleftin it , nor did any body talk there of the fair g- of 
* the Amazones, then other as a wonder that had filld our Army with aſtoniſhment, 
The fair _ made anſwer with a great deal of modeſty , and their converſation 
' would have laſted longer, if Amintas had not defired the two Princes to let the n 
take her reſt the remainder of that day, and not engage her longer in Diſcourſe which 
might be hurtful to her, The Princes obeyed; and having takentheir leave of her, re- 
tired into Orcondates his Chamber, 

Though Polemon their Landlord lived plainly, and out of the confuſion of the 
Court,yet was he of one of the beſt Families in Babylon,very rich for a man of his qua- 
ty, 'and the houſe whether he was then retired, oneof the faireſt and ofthe beſt receit | 
any where near the City, this made the abod of the Princes the more commodious, ' 
and they were lodgedthere very handſomely, ind with room enough. Scarce had they 
dined when Cleantes, Lyſimachus his Squire, return'd from Babylm, whither his 
Maſter had ſenchiini the = before. They preſently enquired after the ſucceſs of his 
Journey, and Cleantes gave them an account in few words. © The face of affairs { faid 
*he) is not muchaltered ſince your being there, Roxana is ſtill abſolute in Babylon, 
* by the ſubmiſſionof Pexceſt. , who is at the deyotion of her and of Perdiccas, who 
*i5 now almoſt quite recovered.of his wonnds. They have uſurped fo ſoveraign an 
* Authority, chat nothing is done bur by their Orders , eſpecially ſince the greater 
* part of the Princesare retired into the Territories that are fallen to their ſhare, Ane> 
© genus is already gone towards Lycia , and Pamphilia; Emmenes into C appadecia; 
* Leonatis tothe lefler Phrygia;, Caſſander is upon his way into Caria ; Laomeden in- 
"tO Syria; and Menander into Lydia ;, Ptolomeus concerning whom 1 informed my 
* ſelf moſt , and from whom TI learn'd what was become of the reſt ; would net ſtir 
* without hearing of you; Ifound him, Sir , ( continued he , addreffing himſelf ro 
* Lyſimachxs) incamped with an Army two hundred Furlongs on the other fide 
*of Babylon, and if I had not told him where you were , he was coming back with 
* his Forces to make Perdiccas give an account of you, upon the report of your having 
* fought wich him, I am notable to tell you how welcome I wasto him , nor _ 
muc 
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* much he participates in your ſorrow; he would have come hither with me , but 
© that 1 aſſured him you would be with him very ſhortly,and I prayed him to ſtay with 
* the Archy,to preſerve a power which would perhaps be neceflary for you.He yielded 
* to my intreaty with much ado,and commanded me to bid you be contident he would 
© be eyer ready to give youall the proofs you could defire from his friendſhip. 

' Cleats having to this Diſcourſe added many particulanicies of his ſhort Journey, 
and anſwered many queſtions Zyſmachns asked bim ; the Princes began todelibe. 
rate what they ſhould doe , and after long conſultation of the means they ought to 
uſe for their deſign , they agreed that inthe interim while Qroondates was pertectly 
cured, Lyſwachw ſhould go up to Prelowews, and with him arm all his friends, to take 
a ſolemn revenge for the death of their Princeſſes, He hada great many whom he be- 
liey'd he could eaſily diſpoſe to his intention , and Perdiccas and Roxana food too 
ſtrongly upon their guard,to be ſurpris'd and puniſh'd for their crime inanyother way, 
then by open force , and to ſaytruth, (added Zyſmachrs ) the death of thoſe two 
perſons would not ſuffice alone for the reparation ot our loſſes, whole Armies ought 
to periſh for the expiation of their guile, and it ought to be waſh'd wich the blood of 
their whole faction. We muſt drownall Babylon with it, and offer a ſacrifice to our 
Princeſſes, that may be worthy of them ; I will joyn all the vercuous Princes that are 
among Alexander: Succeſſors unco our party , and our confederacy ſhall be ſo ſtrong, 
that the Traytors ſhall infallibly be overwhelmed. Oroondates approved Lyſomachns 
his thoughts, and conſented to bis depirtureche nextday , though hjs C hyrurgion 
entreated him to ſtay a day or two longer by reaſon of his wound, which might be 
ſomething incommedious to him , but Lyſmachas was too impatient to hearken to 
his advice , and Ptolomews was too near him to defer fo ſmall a Journey longer. When 
they had tully reſoly'dit , they ſpent the reſt of the day in their ordinary converſati- 
on, and the next morning no ſooner did the Sun y”_ , but Lyſimachus was up, and 
called for his arms. Oroondates aroſe afloon as he , and notwithſtanding all Amin: 
tas his perſwaſions , would needs go down, and accompany Lyſmachws to the Gate, 
Tcould do no mare ( (aid he ) if my life were dear tome, then take ſuch care for its preſerva- 


tion. ; 

With theſe words he went forth, and reſting himſelf upon a ſtaffe, and upon Arax- 
es bis arme, he waited upon Zyſmachas down the ſtairs, The Hopſes ſtood readyin 
the Court, and Lyſimachus taking onely Cleantes with him, Jefrthe reſt of his Officers 
to ſerve Oroondates, and the Amazone Queen. Lyſimachus had taken his leave of 
her the night before; and had affured her he would return again within a week at 
the fartheſt, he gave the ſame promiſe to the Prince of Scythia, who burning with 
impariency to accompany him, and bidding him farewell with tears : Go, Lyſimachus, 
( ſaid he ) go dear brothenof my misforfes , labour for our common repoſe, aud leave me 
wot long n_peth, though I can ſerve'you but as a ſingle man, I will ſerve you as one that 
15 moſt highly and paſſionately concerned, 

<1 prefer your aſliftance "9 Lyſimachas ) before the help of all the world, 
*and I ſhall march more boldly with you , thenif I were invironed by all the Troops, 
© which heretofore accompanied Dar: After ſome other Diſcourle full of affeRion, 
of proteſtations of friendſhip, and of inſeparable union in their intereſts, Zyſimachu 
got on horſe-back, and taking his way towards Prolomexs his Camp , left Orconda- 
tes ſenſibly grieved athis deparcure, but having an exceeding firm courage, he com 
forted himſelf with the hope of his ſpeedy return, and the necefſicy of that ſepata- 
tion, 

'He would not goupagain into his Chamber , and although Ayaxes preſs'd him to 
it very earneſtly , he neglected his entreaties, and feeling he had ſtrength enoughto 
walk, he wentinto the Garden, and viſited the pleaſant Allies, which till then he had 
not ſeen. Araxes helped him in his walk, and the Prince having with his aſſiſtance 
taken a turn or two-in the Garden, went out at the little Gate which led into the 
Wood; ' Having a while conſidered the fair ſpread Trees, the Rocks over-grown 
with .moſs, and the many lictle ſtreams which rolled along upon the gravel with a 
very pleaſing murmure ; hat a delightfnl place i; this, Ataxes, ( faid he ) for ove " my 

Conartion 


Book III; CASS ANDRA. 24.7 
condirion; I dedicate 4 good part of my time to be ſpent in it, and do not wonder if Lyſima- 
chius found conſolation here. Wh. e | , 

Having ſid chus, he took a beaten path, and following it ſoftly, came tothe ſide of 
a fonnta1n, which was very beautiful for one that was beholding to none bur nature;he 
fate down on the bank of it, upon Araxes his Mantle, and calt hiseyes upon a Brook, 
which raking irs ſource from thence, emptiedir ſelf : bout two hundred paces off into 
the Emnbrates. While he was in his deepeſt muſe, he thought he heard tome perſons 
ralking bard by him,and having his imagination {t1l prepoſeſs'd with the remembrance 
of St.tira, and the viſion he had ſeena few dayes before, being ſtill preſent to his me- 
mory, he believ'd he heard ſomething of the tone of her voice, and ofthe Princeſs her 
ſiſters ; be rouz'd himſelf ina ſtart, and lendinganear with more attention, Didf 
thou hear nothing ? (21d he to Araxes, who was by him ina ſtudy, *No,Sir,anſwered 
* Araxes. Ah withogt doubt ( replyed the Prince) 7 deceived my ſelf, and only my 
wounded fancy, brought this ſound unto my ears. | | 

He was confirm'd inthar conceipt, when he could hear no more noiſe, and letting 
himſeitlooſe ro the conſideration of his misfortunes, he continued nearan hour in 
an entertainment ſuicable to his preſent eſtate : in the end he grew weary of ſitting 
there, and riſing up with Araxes, he went up farther into the Wood, and followi 
the courſe of the Brook, he came inſenſibly to the place,where Lyſimachns a few days 
before had found che names of Caſſandra,and Eridice, engraven upon the Rocks and 
Trees. Oroondates had been told that adventure, by —_— and knowing the 
place by the tokens he had given him of it. Here it 3s (laid he) Araxes, that ſome 
unfortunate perſons like us give themſelves eaſe by communicating their diſaſters to 
things inanimate, O gods? have they not reaſon to complain to them, ſince they finde you 
ſo little ſenſible ? 2k FOES | | 

whoſoever you be, ( continued he, caſting his eyes upon the names of Caſſaxdra, and 
Emridice ) afflicted ſouls, comfort your ſelves, by the encounter of ſuch as are in the ſame 
condition, and ſuffer nat your ſelves to be caſt down by misfortunes, Which ordinarily per. 
ſecute the vertuons, 

A ſudden fancy that came into his mind, hindred him from goingon with that Dif. 
courſe, and making Araxes caſt up his eye, Look here with me I pray thee,(laid he)and 
tell me, if theſe charatters are not very like my Princeſſes : the bark and ſtone upon which 
one cannot engrave with ſuch facility as one may write upon paper, have a little di/gui- 
ſed them, yet if thy memory be good, thou canſt not deny but that many ſtroaks have a 

- great reſemblance, 

Araxes was of his opinion, and this encounter obliged him to read the ſame Zyſ6- 
machus had done before, he had gone bur a very little way in it,when he cryed our,9 
gods! Araxes, What is this I ſee ? Tit poſſible th: defling of this afflited Caſſandra, 
Should agree ſo much with that of my Princeſſe, if ſhe were yet alive ? Certainly if the 
Gods had continged her in the world after the loſſe of Alexander, and that ſhe had preſer- 
ved me in her remembrance, I ſhould have believed ſhe her ſelf had writ theſe words. 
But alas ! Aroxes ſhee's dead, and if any ſpirit, under the name of Caſſandra, hath gra- 
ved them here, to recall her into my memory, and to put me in mind of what Towe her, 


that cares very needleſſe, ſince there is no moment, but that re ance, and 7 art 
inſeparable. 


Having ſaid thus, he went on with his reading, and the farther he read, the more 
he was confirm'd in his opinion, Afﬀer he had ſpent ſome timein that employment, 
his reſtleſſe thoughts made him deſire ro go to ſome other place, ſo following the 
current of the Brook, he came to a pleaſing graſfly place, where he found two 
women aſleep ; their habit was very plain, and little different from that of Polemeons 
wifeand daughters. They were laid along upon their ſide, and embracing:one a- 
nother, their faces withthe help of their looſe hair, hid each others mutually. 4- 
raxes had formerly told his Maſter the encounter Lyſmachas and he had in the Gar- 
den of that unknown Caſſandra, and remembring that ſhe was apparelled as thoſe 
two women, he beliey'dit was ſhe her ſelf, and That Z aridice whoſe name was in- 
terwoyen with hersin ſo many places. That which Oroondarer had read nant 
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the fortunes of thoſe two women, and the reſemblance he foundin them ro thoſe of 
Statira, and the Princeſle her filter, would have been enough to have ſtirr'd up a de- 
fire of knowing them, in a man lefſe aMiRed , bur his ſoul was ſo taken up with grief 
that there wis no room in it for ctriofity; beſides he beliey'd rhem to be of a quality 
anſwerable to the habirchey wore, and to the'condition they were in, not being ig- 
norant that Love and Fortune exerciſe their ryranny equally upon perſons of all 
eſtates. 

He paſsd on without interrupting them in their repoſe, when Araxes more euri. 
ous then he, turning back to conſider them, ſaw an open paper fall from one of their 
hands, which the wind carried preſently to þis feet ; He took ic up,though his Maſter 
would have diſſwaded him from it, and bringing it with him to read it when they were 
a little farther off, they walk'd on gently, and taking an Allie they met withall, retur- 
nedinto Polemons Garden. Araxes led his Maſter tothe Fountain, where he had rela. 
ted the beginning of his life unto Lyſimachns,and when they were ſer down by the ſide 
of it, Araxes drawihg out the paper he had taken up, *See here, Sir, (ſaid he to his 
* Maſter.) that which will learn us ſomething of this unknown Caſſandra, who mingles 
* her misfortunes thus with ours. 

At theſe words he looked upon the Writing, bur ſcarce had he read the firſt line 
when giving the paper to his Maſter, * Ah ! Sir, ( ſaid he ) what's this I ſee? Look] 
* beſeech you, your ſelf, upon CharaRers, and words thar confound me; 1 he Prince ta- 
king the paper from Araxes his hand, had no ſooner caſt his eyes upon it,but he cryed 
out, Ah! Araxes, there is no donbt but this writing u direfty like that of my deceaſed 
Duten. Read the firſt wirds ( replyed Araxes ) and without queſtion your aſtoniſoment 
will be increaſed; Oroondates infinitely ſurpriſed at this encounter, began with ſtrange 
inward motions to read theſe words. 


The unfortunate and happy Caſſandra; unfortunate by the change of her 
ortune, and happy by the fidelity of Orontesz To her too faithfal 
Oronres, | 


—_— 


Gods, ( cryed the Prince ) what do I ſee ? Will Fortune mock me, or 2m 1 
that Orontes to whomare direRed the words of this Caſſandre, whole writing, 
and whoſe thoughts are ſo conformable to thoſe of my Princeſſe? Ah 1 no, ( purſu- 
ed he ) 'ris without doubt to the revived Orontes, Prince of the Aſaſſapetes, and this 
Caſſandra'to whom his fidelity is ſo dear, is infallibly the cauſe of che complaints of 
the fair Queen ThalefF475: he whoſe name I have ſo long uſurp'd, muſt needs have 
ſome'mixture in my adventures, but, O gods! isit poſſible thartwo perſons ſhould 
write ſo\like, and have ſo equaldeſtinies? Read,'*Sir, ( ſaid Araxes ) that which is 
under this Inſcriptiqn, -and'perchance you may draw ſome farther knowledge from 
__ The Prince followed his counſel, and beginning to read again, he went on 
thus; . $' 
*I:know not in what manner I ought to look upon my fortune ; two different re- 
* mhembrances, 'O faithful Oroxres, conteſt within my foul for you, and againſt you. 
* What doe I not 'owe-unto Orontes ? but alſo what doe I notowe to my condition, 
*andto:an illuſtrious memory ? my inclination, and, my duty put my mind into an 
*©qualballance, and-both have very weighty reaſons, but all the reaſons of my in- 
*clination yield unto my duty, and all thoſe of my duty vaniſh in preſence of my in- 
* clination. Alas! if we could make an accommodation between them, how happy 
* would be the deſtiny of Caſſandra, and how little would ſhe be troubled for the 
*-change-of her fortune, if a more conſiderable loſſe, had not ſettled a more lawful 
*forrow in her heart / ſhe nevertheleſle loves her faithful Orontes, 2s much as he 
* can, and oughtto defire; but ſhe has ſome ſcruples remaining,which ſhe cannot over- 
come, 
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© ome if ſhe will be worthy of his affeRtion. Ir is a continuation of the anger of the 
© Geds, who only preſent happyneſſes to her , when ſhe is no longer ina condition 
©*Oreceive them, We had found a Haven indeed ( my dear Orontes ) but itis worſe 
*hen ſhipwrack, and if you love meas I believe, and asI know youdoe, you oughy 
f not to defire of me — — 
" Oroondates turn'd over the leafe to make an end of reading the Letter , but he faw 
nothing written on the other fide, and judgd that the party had either wanted time, 
or will to finiſh it. Alas! with how many different thoughts was he aſſailed at the rea- 
ding of theſe words: he peruſed them agiin many times, and being ina confuſionfull 
of perplexity, he could not expreſs it better then by his ſilence. | 

He looked upon Araxes, holding his arms acroſs upon his breaſt, and having con- 
tinued along time without ſpeaking, ( Araxes ſaid heatlaſt ) wheream1? Sir( an. 
ſwered Araxes ) I am as much ſurpriſed as you. Burt ( replyed Orcondares) is not this 
Statira's hand , and are not theſe the very words I ought to have expeRted from her, 
if ſhe had ſurvived her 1lluftrious Husband? doeſt thou not find in this Diſcourſe,thar 
{ame ſevere Vertue, which made part of my misfortunes, and which would have pre- 
pared new difficulties for me, if the Gods ſhould have ſpared her ſtill unto theworld. 
Ah ! without queſtion it is her ſpirit that bath inſpired theſe words into Caſſandra, 
and that hath guided her hand, to frame CharaQters ſo like to hers. Araxes an» 
ſwered not his Maſters doubts, but muſing upon this adventure ſtroveto draw from 
it ome cauſe of conſolation for him. Whar doe we know Sir, ( faid he ) butthac 
the Gods may miraculouſly have preſerved that vertuous Queen, and whither thisun- 
perfet Letter , may not by ſome chance or other have fallen into the hands of theſe 
Women we found aſleep? Ah Araxes (replyed Oroondates Jlet us not flatter our ſelves 
fooliſhly , the Queens death is too certain to be ſtill doubted of, and it isnow un- 
known to no body; yet I ſhould believe ſhe had written theſe wdrds after 4/exanders 
death;.if two difficulties did not ſtagger me , the firſt is, that cill her own death ſhee 
kn of the King her Husbands, and the other this name of Caſſandra, which 
brings all out of ſquate,and puts me into a ſtrange confulion, Whatſoever ir be ( faid 
Araxes) 1 will return if youthink fit,to the place where we light upon this Letter, and 
if I finde thoſe. Women there till, I may perchance draw ſomething from'them to 
clear our doubts,and give you comfort.Run Araxes,(cryed the Prince) run,] pray thee, 
and though I be no longer in an eſtate to conceive any hope , offerat leaſt, our afſiſt- 
ance unto that perſon, who in ſo many things is conformable to my Princeſſe,  Arax- 
es riſing from his Maſter, went out of the Garden, and the Prince fate ſtill by the foun- 
tain, ſo taken up with the conſideration of this laſt adventure, that he never in his life 
had been in. ſo profound a muſe. After having bethought himſelf every way, he 
could imagine nothing elſe but that Caſſandr2's Letter was without doubt intended to 
Orontes Prince of the Aſaſſagetes , and that it was neither impoſſible, nor unheard of, 
that the wricings and fortunes of two ſevergl Perſons reſemble one another, 
He had continued above an hour in this confuſion of thoughts , when Ayaxts came 
back to him again, and aſſured him he could nor finde chefe women in the place 
where they hadleftthem, and that he had ſought them in vain all-over the the wood, 
and along the banks of the River, Oroondates was exceedingly troubled atir, and reſol- 
ved to ſeek them himſelf, when he had gorten a little more frngh, After ſome diſ- 
courſe whereof this encounter furniſhed them with matter enough, he roſe up,and go- 
ing+out of the Garden return into his Chamber. Aſſoon as he was hs ſenr to 
know of Hippolita , if he might ſeaſonably viſite the Queen her Miſtreſle, and hayjng 
had an anſwer,he went into her Chamber to wait upon her, He ſaid nothing to her of 
j apicions he ad concerning 0rentes, for fear of afliting her, and of ſtirring upa 


againſt him which already was very violent.He dined with her,ſhe having deſi- 
red him,and after dinner ſhe beſcecht him to give her a licrle berrer knowledge of his 


adventures then fortune yet hadfavored her withall,hereuponthe Prince made her an 

abridgment of his life, and though our of modeſty he blemiſhed the luſtre of his moſt 

gallant ations, be fill'd her with an admiration,and an eſteem which made her conſider 

him as ſomething more theri mortal, bo” Hons was not ſq ſhort bur that ae * 
K 
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der of the day was ſpentinit, and thecloth was laid for ſupper, and lights-brought in 
before he had made anend. The Queen raviſhed with the wonders ſhe had heard, 
made a ſhort meal,and being willing to requiteQrvondates his freedom, who had made 
her a frank confeſſion of the moſt ſecret paſſages of his life, offered herſelf to givebim 
the relation of hers, with the ſame truſt and aſſurance. Oroondares teſtified that he 
would receive that favour with a great deal of reſpeR, and having ſetled hisattention, 
he heard the fair Queen begin her Hiſtory in theſe tearms, 


The Hiſtory of THALEST RIS Queenof 


the AMazoNs. 


Ith how great vertue ſoever a ſoul is fortified, human nature hath weakneſ- 

V V ſes which it cannordiſavow;and how great refiſtance ſoever it make through 
principles of vertue, againſt irregular motions, if it be not ſupported by an eſpecial pro- 
vidence from Heaven, it is very hard for it not to yield ſometimes, and pive moſt yi. 
ſible markes of frailty ; the paſſions have gotten ſuch an Empire over it that it cannot 
without great difficulty ſhake them off, and if we ſometimes win the viRtory, I hold 
it a much more advantageous one , then thoſe we obtain from foreign Enemies. I 
would it pleaſed the Gods this were not fo great a truth, and that ir gave me not 
matter for a diſcourſe which cannot chooſe but be unpleafing, Ir is not to be wondred 
at if my adventures are mingled with choſe of a Scythian, nor is it ſtrange if 1 recount 
them to a Scythian Prince, ſince alſo Iam a Scythian my ſelf, and that the firſt ori- 
ginal 'of the Amazons came from that-very Scythia you ought ro command, Perhaps 
1tis not unknown to you,, but to refreſh your memory I will tell it you again in a few 
words. | , 
A long time after the fiege of Troy , two Princes of the Royal blood of Srythia, 
Plinos, and Scholophites, being driven out of their Countrey by civil warres, wandred 

and down with their Troops many years , to ſeek a ſettled gbode for themſelves, 
their Families, and thoſe that accompanied them , After divers tedious Voyages,they 
came-into that part of Cappadecia, which is called Themiſcira , and there upon the 
bankes of the 7 heymedeon having defeated thoſe that oppoſed their paſſage, yy 
reſolved to put an end to all their Journeys, and to make their habitation int 
pleaſant Fields, the moſt fertile , and the moſt delightfull. of all Af. They 
put thar Deſigne in execution, and having made themfelves Maſters of the Country 
1n a little while, they extended their limits very farre, and by many Battels aſſt 
red themſelves of an exceeding ſpacious Territory ; Their Dominion maintain'dit 
ſelf many. years, but in the end their Enemies having drawn them into ambuſhes, 
cut ' them all in pieces. The. V.Viddowes of theſe valiant men, ſucceeded them 
in Courage, aud being arm'd with an admirable reſolution, themſelves defended 
the Chyntryes of their Husbands Conqueſt, againſt cheir Murtherers, with { 
rarea Valour , that they ſentthem back with loſſe , and confuſion, and made prond 
by that, pood ſucceſle, they kill'd, or drove away all the men that were left _ 
them., and eſtabliſhed that Monarchy of VVomen which hath laſtedever fince, 
which as/t believe, hath ſpread it's reputation over all the world, 1 wil! rot entertain 
you with-their laws, but will only tell you, that having decreed not to ſaffer any men 
amongſt them, chey concludeda Treaty with their Ngzghbours , ang by Viſits which 
thay -rhade: upon their Frontiers, at certain ſeaſons appointed for thar ſe,*3nd 
which I know not in what tearmes I can.explain toyou, they provided for the conſer- 
vation, of: their kinde,; Theſe words made the Queen bfuſh , bur ſertling herſelf a 
little ſhe went 0n. Tha Children that, were born by theſe meetings, if they were males 
were ether kill'd,, or garried out of their Dominions., and, the Daughrets were care- 
fully-hred-up ; theirwhole.exeraſe , from their moſt tendet infanty, was only that of 
armes,;| 4nd.to give theriha grexerfaciizyin ſhoodng with cheir Bowes, they cur off 
thin righs Breaſt, frem whence in proceſle of crime they.took the name of Amazons. 
Hamiagelabliſh'd:visgorder amongſtthemſclves, which ever ſince hath been _ 
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bly kept, they choſe two to whom they ſubmitted themſelves, and while one 
of them enlarged the bounds of their Monarchy by che Sword, the ocher ſtaid at 
home to goverathe Countrey. The molt famous among the firſt were Lampeds, and 
Aartefia , who not content with the Territories they JRun ſſeſ'd, rais'd two 
mighty Armies, came a great way into Exrope , ſubdued a od, part of it, uſurped 
divers of the Cities and Provinces of A; , and conquered alarge extent of ground, 
which their poſterity ſince hath not been able to conſerve. Ortrera, and Antiopa, ſuc- 
ceeded them, thoſe two Queens againſt whom Herca/es made War, and whoſe two 
Siſters he carried away, enalippa, and Hippolita, who afterwards was Wife to King 
T heſens. 

ther theſe reigned that valiant Penthafilea, who was laine at the ſiege of 
Troy, by the hand of Achilles, and who as ſhe dyed made her Conquerour ſo 
much in love with her, I will notrell 4 gi the names of thoſe that followed her , nor 
will I ſay any thing of all that paſs'd among them ill the Regn of Queen Aſineres 
my Mother , who is deſcended in a rightline from thoſe gallant Queens I have ſpo- 
ken of, She had but newly began her Reign, when ſhee brought, me into the world; 
ſhe preſently grew extraordinary tender of me, inſomuch that ſhe would not ſuffer 
my right Breaſt to be cut off, as ſhe had done to all that were hefore me, whether 
it were that ſhe feared the danger that might come of it,or that ſhe deſired topreſerve 
my body from that deformity. 1 was brought up with wonderful care , and the affe- 
ion of the Queen my Mother, making her finde more beauty and gracefulneſs in 
me,then I really had ,cauſed her to improve both with ſuh induſtry,as could not pro- 
ceed , but from ſuch a paſſion as hers : ſhe deſired to have my manners form'd to 
ſome ſweetneſs and civility, and among the Martial ſpirits that were infuſed into 
me, ſhe likewiſe made ſome morality to be mix'd, and to the exerciſes of the body, 
added alſo ſome exerciſesof the minde , able to purge it from thoſe bloody humours, 
that were predominant amongſt our Women. 

I grew expert and vigorous enough in thoſe of the body , and by the toyle of hun- 
ting whenſoever I had any ſpare time, 4nd by the care of my Miſtreſſes, Ibecame ſo 
ſtrong, and ſo skilfull, that when I was but 16, years old, there were but few womena.. 
mong our Amazzs, whom I could not diſmount,and whom I was not able to Zong 
either how to draw a Bowe , or how to fight on foot, or how to ride an Horle vigo- 
rouſly. Theſe were our ordinary paſſe-times , and upon the banks of the rapid 
Thermadoon , we drew up Battalions every day, and kept upthat Warlike humour, 
which had maintain'd them for,many Ages. The Queen my Mother bred me to 
that averſion againſt men, which is general amongſt us , and exhorted me daily, ra- 
ther to ſuffer death , then to ſlacken any thing of our antient cuſtomes , or ſubmit my 
ſelftothat ſex, which hath uſurped foryrannical an Empire over ours. I would-it had 

leas'd the Gods (great Queen) that I had followed thy counſels, Iſhould tot then 

ave drawn Heavens anger upon me for my difobedience , nor ſhould | have preci- 
pitated my ſelf into misfortunes, which 1 can attribute ro,nothing but that alone, 
I will not entertain you with the particulars of my Childhood, which are too trivial 
for your hearing, but I will fe: them over, and content my ſelf with celling you, 
that I had compleated my fifteenth year, when the Queen my Mother at berre. 
turn from an Expedition, in which by reaſon of my youth, 1 had notwaited on her, 
prefented the valiant Orichiato me , a perſon of a ſtature extraordinary amongſt us, 
of a moſt Martial Garb, and of a moſt excellent Beauty. . She was pet all arma'd; when 
the Queen my Mother brought her into my Chamber, and Tthought her ſ@ hand- 
ſome, that I found no difficulty in obeying the command ſhe gave me to lave and c- 
ſteember particularly, | | I 

T his generous Lady (aid the Queen to me ) though ſhe was not boru among us; 
yet having the ſame inclinations , hath *caft her ſelf voluntarily into onr party , and in 
all the encounters we have had with the Cilicians , ſhe hath ſhowed proofs of ſuch an ad- 
mirable valour , that 1 tooke her a long time for Bellona , whom I thought the defence 
of ther ſex , had armed in onr favour. In onr laſt aftion ſhe diſ-engaged ma from a 
throng of Enemies, where elſe 1 had ny periſred, and ſuccopred me in ſo great 

Kk 2 extre- 
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extremity , that. I cannot deny but that 1 am indebted to her for.mylife; fee i n9 fete, 
killed the moſt Valiant 'of all our enemies With her oma hand, and overthrew all that mags 
any v5: op againſt hep. ; In ſhort, ſhe hath begat in, me ſo much a; Imiration , 4nd ſomuch 
love, that next to py, enelp Dayghicr , ſhe ſhall ever be to me the aeareſt perſon in the 
world. =... _ | | + ta OE. 

She ended rheſe-words embracing her , and by her example ; obliged me to wel- 
come. her with an exrraordinary kindnebs. Orithia receiv'dit with a great ſubmiſſion 
and' made proteftations of fidelity ro me , in ſoreſpetul and fo cawvil tearms , thac 
from thar very moment , I eſteem'd her extreame worthy of the judgement the 

ueen had. made of her, *1am moſtreadily diſpoſed ( ſaid I to her ) to ſecond the 
© Queens affeRions, with mine , and to requite the vercue of this fair Stranger by all 
the proofs ſhe can deſire from my Ton yon Orithia kneeled down upon one knee, 
ar theſe words , and kiſſing my hand which 1, putforth to raiſe her up : Madam, 
( aid ſhe,) 7 make 4 vow never to be but yanrs, ard from this inſtant I dedicate my ſelf 
unto you with a paſſion which ſhall never end but with my life, © M 

She pronouticed theſe words fo gracefully , that I was touch'd by them with an 
affe&ion , and caſting my arm oncemore about her neck , Ipromiſed her aneternal 
friendſbip. . Shee went our of tiny Chamber to pur off her arms, and -returtr'd thi- 
ther within a while after in ber Womunsappard. in which [thought her {o lovely 


© *Although.you ſee me now in the exerciſe of arms, have not been bred upin it,and 

*hat litrle valour the Queen your Mother exalted with more Fon then juſtice, is 

6.1 - + ne ” - 4 Y x . is bat? i no . | ' 
rattfer an effe& of my mistorcunes , then of m' the Daughter of the 


«dechaltl Print dfche Maſſagcies ;, Ind Neece tb the Kiig of Scyrbia, to whom our 


*ro caſttheir eyes pop me: I hada nacaral averſion to men; 'byt jt was viſibly avg- 


* menteq by the offer the King made me of one of lis Fayourites, whoſe birth was 0 
*inj n , but the King who defired, with my Fortune to recompence the ſervices that 


” . P 


* have Sober choſenmy Graye then his Allyance,, whom [ beheld'as no other then a 
* deadly Enemy , and'a Monſter: Sap to devour me. I neeq nat tell you how 
how often'T caſt my ſelfattheKings feet; :and how may im- 

le 


. © begg'd 
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*begp'd aſſiſtanceifrom the Gods, and cxld for help from fy own —_— . Ire 
c 


« foly'd byflight ro-ayoid the miſery that threarned'me , and knowing my ſelf to bt of 
*1 reaſonable ſtrong conſticution,” I diſcovered my ſecrerto no body*, but one'of my 
* Women , in whom I had petfeGt confidence, and bywhoſe means I procuted a fuir 
«of Mans Apparel, ſo getting away with her,;-the night before that day which was 
«appointed for my tatal Weddirig', left 7/edo# withour any other deſign, then that 
«of flying to the worlds-end; Bit I would avoid 'the misfortune intended me. I 


«went out of the Kingdome- with a- great deal of trouble, and incommodiry , but 
* by little and little, 1 became inured to the toylſomneſle of travel; and finding my 
{ſelf trong enough'to bear arms, the general indignation I had againſt men, made me 
* reſolve to doe my uttermolt againit them', and'to conquer the weakneſs of iny na- 
*rure., ro follow the incitertithrs of my harred;-' ' My knowledpe that you were their 
<iniphicable enerhies, made metake my Journey tliis way , andto abridge att unne- 
© ceffary relation; aftet the wearrſomneſle of al0ng Voyage Tirrived arthe Army 
* of the Queen your Mother. The Mid that came away with tte ffom 72dos; for. 
*ſook me nor , and except her cqmpany , Twas leftquite alone,” withour ſu port, or 
\4cquaintance , if the-Queen had not charitably received me, andifthe Gods had 
*not increaſed my Forces, to make-me doe that great Princeffe ſome conſiderable 
*ſervice. gray Te | 

In thefe tearms Orichia recotinted her adventtires fuccinAlyto me, and the krigyy- 
ledge of her quality obliging me to look upoh her with more refpeR then before;, I 
depan to'uſe her ; 'asif ſhe had'been my Siſter. ? confirm'd the affarances CES 
had given her ofour proteion, and offered her out affiſtance for the recovery of her 
inheritance, and to take ſatisfaRion for the violence that had been uſed to her. ' She 
thanked me for my offers with very civil and paſſionate expteffions, and protHed 
ome that her higheſt ambition wasto ſpend theremainder of her life with me. 7 

efer that advantage ( ſaid ſhe) before the Province of the Maſlagetes, nay, before all 
beyrhia ; and if my Princeſſe diſdain not my ſervices ang affeftions, 7 will never payt from 
hep: but to be carried tomy grave. © 4G p obrim 367 HT ure 

Fanſwered theſe words no otherwiſe then with a thouſand kiffes, which T-gave her 
with-& prear deal'of intiocence andaffeRtion ,! and having teſtifiet{thar her oompatry 
ſhould alwayes be mibre dear ro-me,t obſerved m6freJoy in. her cottitenance, thetithe 
condition of her Fortane ſeem'd in'reaſon tb permir':- From that iy 1 liy'd exceed- 
ing freely, and familiartywithher; ſhe was lodg'd1t1 Chambers Hear'tb mine, "and 
the Queen preſently ſettled her 2 Family, and furniſh'd her with all Servants neceſ- 
ſity; I ſaw hereveryday; #ndthouph ar fir fhieexpreGs'dherfelf wick fone diffi- 
aw in our Language, ſhe had quitklylearr/dit] aadfpokedivers others ſo flgent- 
iy; and gracetully.,-thar her 6onvetſarion waswondrouſly delightful : We wete al- 
wayes together at. die exerciſe ot other, and ſeeing Her far more expert, theh it Was 
probable ſhe ſhould be',” for the lirde time. ſhe had prattiſed them, 'f received infirt- 
A615 from her , arid adtniring what nature ha&wronghtin berinſo/fhort a ſpice” 
form & my ſelf 'b herexample Uin #profeionThiJever uſet. 'T was alſo defirons 


to'lexrn'-ſome'6 'th6fe Tongtics the knew , ſhe txught me the Geek, the Perſian, 


Qiicn thy Mothers Within doors;"abtoad a bitte, andia aour ordinary 
tithes! We wereitiſepatable! and if forterimes I had Deen but'ayhile rithourka 


vetfionT had a aint vers of oit'cuſtomes , and m 
reſ6hition-rather to-let the Crowttfall to-another Family , theh to-piye it an Ther. 
neil 6 $2 approved that 
modeſt intention, antt confirm'd me in it by reaſons, which made me yer more in love 
with her vertue. * Ja 
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In the mean time, when we were hunting together, if ſhe faw me obſtinate in the 
pane of any dangerous beaſt, ſhe would withhold me gently , and when the beaſt 

ing preſ#d home, turn'd to a bay againſt us, ſhe would caſt herſelf before me, and 
expoling herſelf ro the danger of my ſecurity , made me viſibly finde my lite was 
without compariſon dearer to me then her own. All theſe aRions, together withthe 
grace wherewith ſhe accompaniedthem , and her charming converſation, abſolutely 
maſtred all my affeQtions, and even made me fooliſhly fond of her. She liv'd on this 
manner a whole year amongſt us, - giving me no proofs of her love, but ſuchas were 
very innocent. | | "0? 

In this interim: our Neighbours made many incurſions into our Territories, and 
weentred often into theirs, andinall thoſe occaſions Orithia ſhowed ſo many proofs 
of an admirable valour, and of a prudence infinitely beyond her age, that the Queen 
my Mother gave her moſt important commands in her Armies, and undertook no Ex- 
pedition of any moment , without her advice. 1 about that time begamto gointothe 
wars, anddeſiring to paſs my Apprentiſhip with ©rith;a, I never ſtirrd from her ſide, 
ſhe was oftentroubled atir, and her care of my ſafety hindred her from running on in- 
to dangers, as ſhe did when ſhe had no other life ro look to but her own, ſhe prom 
ally blamed the ardour that carried me into the thickeſt of our Enemies, and though 
her commands often call'd her otherwhere , ſhe would not move a foot from mee; 
and when ſhe ſaw the point of any Sword or Javelin turn'd againſt me,ſhe oppoſed the 
paſſage of it, and neglected all the blows that were made at her, to break thoſe that 
mighe have wounded me. Alas ! dear and faithleſs Orirhia, how welcome to me 

. were thoſe firſt reſtimonies ofthy affe&tion, and how ſweet is the remembrance of 
them ttilluntomy memory - Certain'it is, thou forgotteſt nothing that could be done 
to make thy ſelf be loved , and tha thou livedſt onely for Thateſtris , neither was ſhe 
ungrateful to thoſe proofs of thy affeftion , but gave herſelf ſo abſolutely to thee, 
that Orithia, as ſhe was Orithia, could not defire any thing ſhe poſleſs'd not entire- 
ly... We had belieged Phryne , a City inCilicia, upon our Enemies Frontiers, and 
our Rams had made a reaſonable breach ; Orithia at the head of fix thouſand Ama- 
2-025 , prepared to. aſſaulc it : ,I would needs fighr by her ſide , and notwithſtanding 
all ber prayers to:diſſwade me from it, I was obſtinate in my reſolution, chat ſhe 
was tonltrain'd to ſuffer my company. She maxrch'd through the midſt of our Enemies 
Darts and Swords, with ſucha fierceneſs as froze the hearts of the 7rojavs, when 
lah ſhook their Walls, and with her dreadful Goygos, carried terror, and death 
into their City. Hnm. 1 

She went undauntedly up thoſe ruines defended by valiant men , and deſpiſing a 
doud+ of Arrows , andStones that came pouring upon her ; ſhe covered me with 
ſhield, and encouraging onr Women by her glorious example , in ſpite of the reſe- 
ance of our Enemies, got tothe top of the breach. We fought already at handy 
blowes, and I, may ſay without vanity , that I had already ſlain ſome , and given 
proofs of valour conſiderable enough in one of my age , when was ſtunnedeither 
with. the ſtroak of a Club, or with ſome Stone , and fell down at Orithia's feet with- 
out ſenſe or motion, and certainly it was great good fortune, to fall ſo near her, ſince 
that without her aſſiſtance my death had beeninevitable. Never was 7ygre/s when 
robb'd of her young, ſo furiouſly ſenſible of her loſſe, as Orithia was oblerv'd to be 
by them that were near her , 'from whom I heard it fince, ſhe flew with a great cry 
upon ſome of the Enemies, who went to make an end of me,and ſheltring me with ber 
Body, and her Target, gave deathto all that came near her, and having made a Ram- 
part of dead Bodies, which lefther free room enough, ſhee took me upin her arms, 
and qnoing towards Xſenalippa; one of our women who commanded with her, Me- 
nalippe , ( ſaid ſhe) the Vitory is ours , take cart to proſecnte it. 1 canneither fight nor 


live , unleſs the Princeſs be in ſafety. | 

. Attheſe words.concinuing to make way with her Word , ſhe came down with her 
burthen, chroygh the ge ſhe had open'd herſelf before, and carried mee out of 
the Fight with ſach unpaciency, and ſenſe of ſorrow as ſhe afterwards expreſs'd to me, 


and3s only ſhe wasable co repreſent, Aſſoon as ſhe had taken off my Cask, the freſh 
air 
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air I took, reſtored me to my felf, and Orithia ſeeing me open myeyes, was like then 
to have dyed with joy, as before ſhe was with grief. I obſerv'd the mixtureof joy and 
fear in her countenance, and defiring to aſſyre her , *Tis nothing ( aid 1 ) my dear 
Orithia, 1 was onely fell'd, and I need nothing but a little reſt. Her face grew ſettled 
at the hearing of theſe words , bur not being ro@/contident of them, ſhe look'd upon 
my Head, where ſhe found no wound at all, by reaſon of the goodnefle of my 
Head-piece which had defended me , and chat fight compleating her joy, ſhe tooke 
mein Ge arms,and carried me on into my Tent, where ſhe laid me upon my bed, bur 
all che way herface was firmly cemented ro mine, and [ received kiſſes from her,which 
might have made me know the difference there was between her affeRtion and thar 
of our other VVomen. The Queen who with a good part ofthe Army, had conti- 
oued in Arms within the Camp to give Orders, and who had in vain, endeavoured to 
keep me with her, no ſooner heard che news, but ſhe came running frighted to me; 
bur finding me reaſon1ble well , and knowing ſhe was obliged onely to 0rithia for my 
fafery , ſhe made ſuch dear expreſſions co her, as it is impoſſiblefor me co repeat: but 
that valiant Amazone, no ſooner had ſeen meina place of ſecurity, andlearned from 
our Chirurgions char there was no danger of me, but forcing her affeRion,ſhe left me, 
and went back to the aſſault, from which no other conſideration but mine could have 
been 2ble to draw her, | 

Her preſence there was very neceſſary,and the Enemies who by ber abſence,had re- 
covered hearr, loſt it agsin at her return, and made bur a vain reſiſtance againſt her ya- 
jour, and the new Orders ſhe gave. But as her return was fatal to chem, ſo likewiſe 
was it very profitable to them, and her mercy ſaved divers of them from the furyof 
our V Vomen, who would have put all tothe Sword without exception, Orithia op- 
poſed their intention ſucceſsfully , and the creditſhe hadalready gained among chem, 
made them ſlacken ſomething of their ordinary cruelty. VVhen ſhe had ſer the Town 
inſome Order , and had left Menalippa to command there, ſhe came back to us, and 
found me almoſt recovered of my blow ; yet wasit incommodiousto mefor 4 few 
dayes, and during the ſtay we made ar that City , which the Queen entred'the text 
morning, 1 kept my bed continually, 

I will not entertain you with' the reſation of that Warre , as long as'it 
hſited, 1 received proofes of this' nature, from Ovichia's affeftion; bur it being 
ended by an advantagious peace , we entred again into our own Territories, ws 
took our way towards the Capital Ciry , which as the Province, bearesthe name of 
Themiſc ira. ; ks, 6. 

It was about that time Alexander invaded Af, and as an impettonus Torrent over- 
ran all thoſe Provinces, the greater part whereof ſubmitted to him without d#awin 
Sword. Our Neighbours of Cappadorie, and Cilicia, yielded without reſiſtance, a 
voluntarily underwent chat yoak which he impoſed upon all the Barth. , 4/drander 
&s'd them favourably, and continued to them their fortner Governours, and cheir an- 
gent Priviledges. h 

The Queen-my Mother knowing hetſelf t00/weake to reſiſt ſd potent an Bnemy, 
Wezrie to —_— es, and ſent Menalippa', and Clyttmneft#uto him, torepre- 
ſent, that his generoſity obliged him to leave u5 in car formes Liberties, and not td 
imploy thoſe v1Rorzous armes which had conqueret all Af, againſt feeble Wotaen. 
Alexander receiv d our Ambaſſadors with uchebvi ity, and k4vingrold chem thar he 
had no intention to trouble their quietneſs, nor 0ub Lawes, he tarntd his Forces ano- 
ther way, and entred not int6 our Countrey; The Queen wasextremely glad the 
had diverted that ſtorm, and the had rakert that by Orithia'sadvite-, who 
had acquired ſuch a reprtativey amongſt one Womerr, thareverybody conſidered 
her as an extraordinary Perſon ,, and by the fweetnefſe of her manners and converſt- 
fon, ſhe had ſo med the hexris'df cle whole Comer , thar ſhe'w2s doch hee delipht 
yy pur de us: fd he cabal vel 

mee had beeri' near upoti rwo' years amongſt us; when from her ni vely- 
tefſe, ſhe fell into a deep melantboly chr 4 al ſhe poſſibly couldeo/diſrife 

ie, 


256 CASSANDRA.. PartH. 


it, but it was quickly to be perceived in her countenance, which wasfo viſibly alte. 
red, that *ewasno longer in her power to diſſemble it, the affeRion I bore her mide 
me one of the firſt that rook notice of it , and having often yainly attempted to learn 
the cauſe, I did all that poſſibly I could to divert her from that ſadneſs. I made 
meetings of our. gallanteſt Ladyes, whoſe —_— might have been capabl-to 
charm part of our diſcontents, 1 made hunting Matches, and Journeyes of pleaſure 
upon the 7yix, ( which is one of the moſt delightful Rivers in the world, and which 
waſhes the Foundations of our Walls ) races, and combats on Horſe-back for exer.. 
ciſe and for diverſion ; but her melancholy was not ar allabated by them, and1 
clearly found, that only her affetionro me , made her comply with us in thoſe our 
paſs-rimes. 

We were together one day inthe Gardens of the Palace, accompanied with ſome 
of our Maids, who out of reſpe&, kept at diſtance fromus, our converſation was 
for a while abour indifferent matters, and our Diſcourſe being at laſt fallen upon her 
melancholly : Oritkia ( ſaid I) it is impoſſible 7 ſhould longer diſſemble the cauſe I have 
to take a thing ill from you ;, if you loved me ſo Well as T doe you , 1 know you would 
not conceal from me the cauſe of your diſcontents, and if I dare ſay more, amonyſt 
us you would not be ſenſible of any. This ſadneſſe in onr company , viſibly demonſtrares 
an abatement in your affeftion , nor have you ſo much cauſe tolove your own friends , but 
that among perſons who love you ſo dearly, you might finde wherewithall to comfort your 
elf in their abſence. If it be the loſſe of your EFtate that afflits you , you know you are 
Miſtreſs of onrs , and that I ſhall be never more joyed , then when 7 ſhall be able to ſhare 
mine with you. + 

Orithia after a deep ſigh , fixt her eyes upon my face, and ſtriving to retain ſome 

tears, which would ow burſt-forth with violence ; ſhe replyed : © You aretoo 
* senerous, my fair, and my too dear Princeſſe, to make fo ill a judgement of 
* my thoughts, and to ſuſpe&-meof a baſeneſle unworthy of your affetion. I 
F ws the Gods once more to witneſſe , that it is without compariſon more dear to 
*me, and more conſiderable then all the Empires of the Earth, and that forit! 
© would forſake my neareſt Kindred, my Countrey, and that Life ic ſelf, which I have 
*siven entirely to you. After this proteſtation exempt me from taking new Oaths 
* to aſſure you, that it is neither the abſence of my Friends , nor the loſſe of my 
*Fortune , that troubles the ſweetneſle of the retreat , which I have found under 
* your proteRtion; my ſadneſs hath more lawful , and more glorious cauſes, and 
©to make a naked confeſſion tq you of it, know it proceeds onely from my love to 
*you.- I love you, my fair Princeſſe, with an exceſſe worthy of you, and my 
« affeRion is accompanied with thoſe tranſports and __0y Which uſually ſteal 
*away all joy, and diſturb repoſe, I dye when I am from you, and I conſume 
* when 1 am withyoy ; I think youlove me too much , and yet I think you love me 
© not enough; and my Soul in theſe continual troubles, hath loſt all its tranquil 
*lity. 
' Orithia had ſaid more ,- but that interrupted her with my kinde indearments, and 
though I found ſomething that was very odd in her Diſcourſe , yer was it ſo obliging 
to me, that I could/not forhear,caſting my arm about her neck, and embracing her 
ſtrictly a good while. ' 2401 "167 | 
She repaid my kiſſes with more fear and reſervedneſſe, then ſhe was wontto doe; 
and getting looſe firſt from my embraces : Dear Orithia (faid I ) if what you 
zell me were a truth, I ſhould be as melancholy as you , fince ] may proteſt truly 
to you, that my affefttion yields not at all to yours , and that the Qucen my 'Mo- 
ther is not mate - dear to, mee , then your ſelf, and yet it produceth quite contrary 
effeits in mee, and 1 finds ſo great acontentment in laving you, and being loved by you, 
the if your ſadneſſe did not afflift mee , our affettion wonld cauſe nothing 1n ne 
Ht 70)- : 4 ; 
| « Alas! (replyed Qrithia) how. different are our Fortunes | Know, Madam, that 
"6s ndt my preſenr; ſuffering thar occaſions all my ſorrow, but my torelight ofthe 


future ' 
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* future that plunges me into this deadly melancholy. You love me now ; and 
* more then I deſerye ; nay even as much as I could wiſh, but alas ! this affeRion; 
* which gives me an imperteR happineſs, frees me not from my fears, and will with- 
* out doubt forſake me, when I ſhall ſtand in greateſt need of it ; you will ceaſe to 
*r0 love me when my affeQion ſhall be truely known to yon, and I ſhall ceaſe toliye, 
* when you ſhall ceaſe to love me, 

* She made an end of theſe words with much adoe; and fixing her eyes upon 
the ground with ſome kind of fear and confuſion, remain'd a long time in that 
poſture, without looking upon me. Bur being deſirous to draw her out of a dif- 
cruſt which grieved me, Ay dear Orithia ( ſaid I) 7 cannot gaeſſe at the cauſe of your 
ſuſpicions, nor do I know what proofs you have of my inconſtancy, that you fbould appre- 
bend ſuch ſtrange effefts of it. T law you really as my ſelf, and if it be in my friend/bip, 
that you eſtabliſh your bappineſs, live in aſſurance that you ſhall be ever happy ; ſince I pro- 
reſt ro Jou by the Majeſty of the gods that hear us, the affettion which Thaleitris bears you 
frall never end but with ber life. 

Orithias Countenance clear'd up a little at this diſcourſe, yet not ſo much, bucthat 
I found ſhe was not quite cured of her apprehenſions : 1 was preparing my ſelf to 
drive them away by new affurances, when the _ my mother came into the 
garden, and broke off our conyerſation. We had afterwards, diyers times; the 
lame calke, or little different, and by a thouſand teſtimonies of my friendſhip, 
leadeavoured to take away choſe jult difquiets that tormented her. The promiles 
I made to love her eternally wrought ſome effeRt indeed, and often rais'd her 
out of that deep ſadneſs in which ſhe had ſeem'd buried, ;but there ſtill remain'd 
ſome trouble in her mind, whereof I could not deniethe cauſe, ſhe received my 
kindneſſes with more fear andreſpeR then formerly, and ng longer gave her ſelf 
thoſe libertics ſhe was wont to take, Sometimes when Iembraced her, and with kiſſes 
conjured her to be merry for my ſake ; *Ah ! Madam ( would ſhe ſay )-Iam un- 
' worchy of your cares, and of your favours , let this culpable Orithia die, who 
*berrays you, and abuſes your _ and your innocence: I rob you of fa- 
* yours I have not deſerv'd, and I ought to give account for them, as tor a theft, 
*which I unworthily am guilty of, to the faireſt, and beſt Princeſs in the world. 
I anderſtood nothing of all theſe words, and I fear'd often, when I heard her 
ſpeak them, that her melancholy began to diſtrat her, Thus beliefcauſed in me 
avery ſenſible afflition, and made metake recourſe to all the inventions that might 
divert, or prevent the misfortune I apprehended. The Queen, to whom ſhe was 
very dear, as ſhe ought to be, in conſideration of her good qualities, and ofthe 
ſervices ſhe had done her, was extreamly concerned in her trouble, and every day 
offer'd her whatſoever ſhe was able to contribute to her contentment. The chief 
of our Ladies, whoſe hearts ſhe had wondertully gain'd, ſtrove in emulation of each 
other to chear her up ; bur all their cares were to no purpoſe, and all of them 
rata vain attempted it, at laſt the fatal hour came wherein I was to be un- 

eceived. 

Neer:to the gardens of our Palace there isan exceeding high wood, one of the 
faireſt in all Capadocia, which ſeparating it ſelf to the very banke of the river ris, 
is one of the moſt pleaſant places to walk in, that Af affords , there are a 
great number of faire, ſpacious alleys, and in little by-rurnings where one may 
inſenſibly loſe ones ſelf, are private arbours, with ſeats of turfe, and little 
bankes of the ſame, where one may liedown ſheltered from the heat of the fun, and 
notbe interrupted in their retired th 

I was one day in this Wood with my maids, and having walked a while upon the 
banke of the river, 1 went aſide with Hippolita, the deareſt of them all, and the 
very ſame you ſee now here with me. 1 entred by chance into one of thoſe pathes, 
that ledtothe ſecret arbour, and having followed 1ta while, when I was neer one 
of them I heard a voice interrupted with ſighes and ſobs, and drawing 2 lictle 

L1 nearer, 
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nearer, I diſcer'd to be 0rithia's, who thinking her ſelf not overheard by any 
body, in ſuch a private place, complained in a very pityfull manner, I was glad 
of that encounter, and' beleeving 1 ſhould thereby learn the true cauſe of her af.. 
AiRion, -I forbad Hippolita to come any further , not being willing ſhe ſhould 
hear the ſecrets of that dear friend, though I had never concealed my own from 
her. When I was alone, 1went torward gently, and without making any noiſe 
till 1 came cloſe to the arbour, and peeping —_ the boughs that grew about ir, 
I ſaw mydear 0rithia laid along upon one of thoſe green bankes, holding a han- 
kerchief to her eyes, wherewith ſhe wiped away. the tears that fell in great abun- 
dance. | 
This obje&t touched me deeply with compaſſion, butemuch more, when after 
having continued a whilefilent, ſhe began to ſpeak agiin in theſe termes. 3/hy deeſ 
thou deferre any longer, miſerable wretch ? and what deft thou hope for yet from heaven, 
but that death, for which thy mind ought already to be prepared ? lſe that life 
really; which thou yet haſt only loſt in the opinion of the World, and be no longer obſtinate 
to trio againſt thy deſtiny ;, thou mayeſt yet die with rhe friendſhip of her thou loveſt, a 
sf thow defer thy death till after the knowledge of thy deceits, thou wilt certainly die wit 
her anger, and her hatred; and inſtead of the tears, which ſhe now Would give unto thy 
grave, thou Wilt carry nothing with thee thither but her imprecations. While Ori- 
thia ſpoke theſe words;her back was toward the entrance of thearbour , and not be- 
ing able to marke her ations well enough, in the place where I was, I ſtole in- 
ſenſibly to the door, where in the poſture ſhe then lay, ſhe could not diſcoyer 
me. © There Iobſery'd her more heedfully, and after many ſighes I heard her go 
on thus. was it neceſſary, O Gods! was it neceſſary, you ſhould raiſe ſo many im- 
poſſibilities againſt my 'happineſs,- and: that you ſhould oppoſe the Lawes , 'and pow 
ers of a whole Monarchy againſt- the preſervarion of my life ? for in ſhort, what cas 
I expett? what vain hope ſoever I flatter my ſelf withal, that which I love 1s too pure, 
and too perfett, to make uſe, to my advantage, of the immadeſt cuſtomes of her country : 
and beſides, 1 lywve her too well, to ſeek my fortune by thoſe wayes ;, and ſhe I love, Ions 
her ſelf too well, to overturn for my ſake, the conſtitutions of a Monarchy, Which has 
ſubſiſted ſo many years, and to forſake'a'ſcepter, for an unknown, and a deceiptfull O- 
rithia; Die then, miſerable wretch, \die, and make Thaleltris ſee that thou embraceſt 
death, rather then the occaſions of offending her any more ; thy blood hall waſh away part 
of the crimes thou haſt committed againſt her, and ſte without doubt will pardon them, 
when ſhe remembers thou dyedſt to give her reparation. 1 underſtoodalmoſt nothing 
by theſe words, though they put me into ſtrange ſuſpicions , and yetI was ſo troubled 
at them, that contrary to my reſolution, 1 could not forbeare making a little noiſe, 
I know not whether it were that, which withdrew 0rithia from thar dialogue with her 
thoughts, but ſhe turn'dabour, and caſting her eyes toward the door, diſcovered me, 
I am not able to repreſent her confuſion to you , being got up, ſhe began to look 
upon me, and obſervingin my countenance as much amazement as appeard in hers, 
ſhe beleev*dI had heard all thatſhe had ſaid before I came, and that ſhe had infall- 
bly diſcovered her ſelf. This belief made her grow pale, and tremble from head to 
foot, with ations of a perſon quite beſide her ſelf , ſhe neither durſt look me in 
the face, nor ſtir from the place where ſhe ſtood, and keeping her eyes faſt upon 
the ground, remain'da long time in a poſture that teſtified her ſurpriſe, and her irre- 
ſolution, Art laſt ſhe broke her ſilence, and unmoveableneſs, and caſting her ſelf 
of a ſudden at my feer, redoubled my aſtoniſhment by that ation , 1 wzs already 
ſer down upon one of the ſeats, and beholding herin that condition, I had neither 
ſtrength to raiſe her up, nor courage to aske the cauſe of what I ſazy ; but ſhe drew 
me out of that perplexity, when without lifting up her eyes to me, Madam ( faid 
ſhe ) it hath pleas'd the Gods that my deceipt ſhould be at laſt diſcovered, ard my happineſs, 
though but an imperfett one, has in the end begot an envy in them. T his miſerable man, 
whom they ſaved from the waters, was to periſh by a more noble deſtiny ; and that acath was 
too common for a perſon whom they reſerved to ſuch extraordinary fortunes, I am an 
impoft or, 


" BookIll., CASS4ANDRL. 259 


Impeſtor, I am 4 Deceiver, I have abuſed your geodueſs , With an impudence that de- 
ſerves no mercy; and I ſubmit my ſelf to the rigour of thoſe Lawes, which your ſex 
hath eſtabliſhed againſt ours, you may take m_ wpon the Brother , for the Sifters 
Treatheries , and puniſh the true Orontes , for the crimes of the falſe Orithia. | 7 am 
that Prince , equally happy and unfortunate , ſaved from ſbipwrack,, to end his life more 
plariouſly at your feet , and teo proud of his fate , ſince he revived from an ordinary death, 
onely that he may aye for love, and that of toe faireſt and moſt lovely Princeſſe in the world, 
I implore not your goodneſſe here, to obtain a pardon which I have not deſerved, the Gods 
are my Witneſſes , that I nolonger love alife which begins to diſpleaſe you; and I preteſt 
alſo before them , that 1 will not abate any thing of my affettion to you , though you pro- 
ounce the ſentence of death againſt me. OY Impoſtor ſaid many other words, 
but I gave no exr to them, and was ſo ſeiz'd with thatunlook'd for declaration, that] 
had ſcarce any ſenſe or knowledge remaining, 

Inſtantly all my thoughts ran toward revenge , and my reſentment laid the cheat 
that had been put upon me, before my eyes in ſo lively colours, that Icould not bur 
break forth with violence : All the favours he had ſtoln from me, all che familiari. 
ties I had innocently granted him, came thronging into my memory , and making 
- amixture of ſhame and anger, kindled in my face a colour like fire and in my mind a 
deadly wrath , yes, wrath , ſhame, and deſpite, joyn'd all together to tranſport me 
to the ruine of that Deceiver, and made me believeI ought toexpoſe him ro the 
rigour of our Laws, and with his blood waſh off the injury he had done unto mine 
innocence, 

In theſe firſt motions, after having looked upon him with a threatning eye, © Tray« 
*tor, ( ſaid I ) thou ſhalt dye, and fincethy Treachery is without example, thy Death 
* ſhall ſerve for an example, to all thoſe ofthy ſex , who ſhall attempt to put that 
*Tyrannical yoak again upon ours, which we fo nobly have ſhaken off, Hopefor no 
* mercy from her thou haſt ſo unworthily offended ; andfince thou haſt baſely abuſed 
* that innocent affeQionI bore to thee, dye for the reparation of a Crime , which all 
*thy blood cannot waſh away. 

The feigned Orithia, while I ſpoke theſe words , continued ſtill upon her knees, 
and aſſoon as I had ended them : Yes, Madam, ( replyed ſhe, with an aſſured 
voyce) I will dye, and I value that death above the Empire of the Amazons. 'T is 
no ſmall recompence to Orontes, for the ſervices he hath done you , to have the ho- 
nur to dye for you; and I proteſt to you by thoſe fair eyes, which will light me 
to my grave, I aye ſatisfied , fince for the reparation of the offence I have committed, 
I give you a life that never was but yours. Onely, Madam , if the remembrance 
of that affettion Which you juſtly accuſe me for having unworthily abuſed , be not cri- 
minal in your minde, I conjure you by the blood I am going to ſhed , to receive it for 
the expiatron of my guilt, and not to preſerve any hatred ( p. my death } to him who hath 
o—_ -—_— the Princeſs Thaleſtris , but alſo who to ſatisfie her, dyes for the Princeſſe 
Thaleſtris, 

While he ſpoke on this manner, I made ſome refle&ion upon the ſervices he 
had done me, and upon the proofs which with ſo much hazard he had given me of 
a moſt pure, and perfe& affetion; This conſideration mollified me a little , and 
his conſtancy of his laſt words added to the grace wherewith he accompanied them, 
made me flacken ſomething of the ſtritneſs of my firſt motions which had deſtined 
him to death, andmademe believel could not withour ingratitude and inbumanity, 
ſacrifice a life which he had ſo voluntarily givenme , and which he had often ſet at 
nought fog;the preſervation of mine. 

In theſ@laſt thoughts I caſt mine eyes again upon him, and forcing back ſome ſighs, 
which hindred the courſe of my words, *I will not take thy life, ( faid1 ) 1 giveic 
. to thoſeſervicesI have received from thee, and I leaveit to the remorſe ofthy own 
Conſcience, which ſhall revenge me for the offence thou haſt committed, Live to 
repent thy Crime , but live ſo Fir from hence, that I may never ſee thee upon our 
_ Territories again, 
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Having ſaid thus, I roſe from the place where was ſate ; and went out of the 
Arbour ſo troubled, thatI knew not whatto do with my ſelf. Itookno heed whar 
became of Orontes , and going back to the place where I had left Hippolita, it was nor 
long before found her again : She preſently obſerved an alteration in my cotmnte.. / 
nance, and having uaket me the cauſe,' * Ah ! Hippolita, (iaid1) whac (trange 
© news have I to tell thee, bur ſtay tillwe bein my Chamber ; Iam now ſo beſide 
* me, that I am not ableto tell thee. % ws 
' This Wench was very diſcreer, andI had ſo perfe& a confidence in her , that I wag 
wont to diſcover my molt ſecret thoughts to ber , aud indeed that which was befaln 
me was important enough to be concealed from every body elſe, 2nd the life of Orox- 
res was in too manifeſt a danger , it he had been known by our other Women”: After 
that the reſt of my Maids were come to us again, | went b2ck roward my Chamber, 
whither I was no ſoonercome , but having commanded Hippz/ira co bid every body 
withdraw, I related my Adventure to her, She was wonderfully ſurpriſed atir, 
and bore the ſame part in that misfortune ſhe was wont to bear in all things thar 
concerned me, yet ſhe having naturally a great deal of goodneſle , and the feigned 
Orithia having taken much care to gain her triendſhip, ſhe deplored his diſaſter with 
won that begot ſome piry in my felf, and took the liberty to accuſe me of ſome in- 

umanity. 

At fil I wasangry with her , and with ſpecious reaſons juſtified my uſage of him, 
but in the end comming to remember all the aftions of that counterfeit Amazun, 
and repreſenting ro my ſelf her graceful faſhion , and her excellent qualities, Iwas 
carried away to ſome complyance with Hippc/ita's Diſcourſe, bur 1 could not per- 
ſwade my ſelf to repent what I had done, yet did I atleaſt incline to ſome compaſ- 
ſion of that Prince his misfortunes, and to a great deal offorrow for my own, which 
had conſtain'd me to baniſh a Perſon for ever , whoſe meritand former ſervices had 
wrought in mea ſtrong inclination, 

Wee ſpent the reſt of the day in that entertainment, and the night following 
I was toſſed with great diſquiets, this accident furniſhed matter enough to cauſe 
them, and the day began to appear , before I had ever cloſed my eyes. When 
it was Dinner time, the Queen asked for Orithia , but ſhe came not, and her 
Servants of whom they enquired after her, affirmed that fince the day before ſhe 
had not returned unto her Lodging. Thatanſwer pur the Queeninto ſome trouble, 
and having cauſed her to be ſought all the reſt of the Gay in vaine , ſhe wasex- 
treamly grieved, either for her departure, or for the accident that might have be- 
befaln oe 

Can it be poſſible , ( ſaid ſhe that our deare Orithia- ſhould have left ws, 
without bidding us farewell > But ought we mit rather to feare ſome misfor- 
tune ſeparates h:r from us, and deprives us of the moſt amiable Perſon in the 
world ? 

Theſe words which the Queen ſpoke in my preſence , began to touch my 
heart, and the Gods who dettined me' ro many diſaiters, already gave an un- 
profitable repentance. At night being retired into my Chamber, and ready to go 
to bed, Hippolita delivered me a Letter, which ſhe had receiv'd from one of 0rithia's 
Women , whom of all about her ſhe truſted moſt, I judg'd inſtantly that it came 
from her , and would not have taken it , but chat 1 was perſecuted by Hippolira, who 
was abſolutely reſoly'd 1 ſhould ſee the laſt marks of the affeQion of a perſon that 
had ſo perſelyloy'd me; I was forced to yield to her; and affoon asI wasinbed , 1 
rookit, and breaking it open, I read theſe words. 


The 
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The Guilty ORT T HI «A tothe Divine 
THALESTRTIS: 


Madam, 
[ Depart, as you have commanded mt, and with your fight , T forſakt 


this Countrey, from whence you have baniſhed me for ever: 'Tw nott0 
avoid death, that I goe away, for 1 ſhould have runne boldly to demand it of 
the Queen, for the puniſhment of my crime, if I could have died in that 
manner, without intereſcing you in my death ; the cauſe of it would with- 
out queſtion have broken forth, and you womd have received 6 leaſures 
by it which would have afflitted me more ſenſibly then death it ſe } I goe 
therefore to ſeek it {* from hence, and to free the Earth from that am- 
bitions Orithia, who by the pang of her crime, hath merited your in- 
dignation ;, nor could ſhe, how ever, have reſiſted that remorſe to which 
you gave her over, and which wonld juſtly have puniſhed her, for having 
troubled the tranquillity of your ſoul, T brege of the Gods to reſtore it you 
for ever, and ts conſerve it as entire to you, as I have and will unto my 
grave, that paſſion which leads me thither, by its violence, by your will, and 
by the knowledge of my fault, Inthe mean time, moſt divine Princeſſe, 
if the prayers of one ſo guilty may be receiv'd by you, ſuffer me yet once again 
to implore your pardon for the offence I have committed, and at the ex- 
treamity of my life, to conjure you, not to hate the memory of a perſon 
who hath offended you, onely in leving you, and who hath lov'd you, onely with 
the moſt. pure, and perfect affettion, a heart is able to conteirve, Grant me 
this favour with generoſity, as I give you my life with joy ; and if the fault 
of the guilty Orithia, come ſometimes into your minde, remember that i 

e was too blame, "twas rather through love, then malice , and that t 
ſhe was imprudent, though ſhe was preſumptuons » Jet Was ſhe ever fait L, 
and died as ſhe had lived yours, 


I know not how to expreſle to you, Sir, with what motions my ſoul was couch- 
ed, at the reading of this Letter, but certainly tenderneſſe and pity never produ- 
ed more ſudden, nor more powerful effeRts in an heart prepoſſes'd with anger, 
and reſentment, then they didat'thattime in mine. Iler the Letter fall upon my 
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and looking upon gals, without one word, I ſer forth my ſorrow by my ſilence 
and by ſome rears, which 1 could not poſſibly retain, Then it wes that ©rithiare- 
preſented her ſelf unto my eyes, in her moſt lovely ſhape, and if to baniſh thoſe 
thoughts that argued for her, 1 tancied her to my ſelf as that preſumptuous Orcores, 
who had malicioully deceived me, and abuſed my favours, and my eaſinefle, ſhee 
would return withina moment into my memory, as that charming Orithia, who had 
expoſed her ſelfunto ſuch manifeſt hazards, ro ſee me, and to ferve me, whoina 
ſtorm of blows had ſaved me from a death, which without her help bad beenin- 
evitable ; who by her valopr had reſtored me the Queen my Mother; who bya 
thouſand ations of that nature, had hererofore won my heart with a moſt abſolute 
Empire, and fora concluſion died for me, and died with a reſignation anda fidelity 
which the rigour of my uſage had not been able to ſhake, 

O Gods ! how fenlible was this remembrance to mee, and how nearly did that 
conſideration rouch me.! I crook upthe Letter again, and reading every word of 
it over and over diverstimes, I ſuffered my ſelf to be inſenſibly carried away into a 
compaſſion very little different from that which is called Love. All that Prince his 
good qualities, and all the proofs he had given me of his affeion, appeared unto 
me then with ſo much advantage, that it was impoſſible for me to defend my ſelf 
both againſt che grief for his misfortune, and againſt the birth of char paſſion, for 
which I ſince have ſo much ſuffered. 

In ſhorr, Sir, if I lov'd him as Orithia before, I began now to love him :s 
Orentes, and could neither finde ſtrength enough in the conſideration of that 
vertue 'I hid propoſed unto my ſelf,” nor in that of our Laws, to reſiſt the vio- 
lence of my deliiny. I ſpent the night in cruel! — and if I went to ſhut 
my eyes, in hope that fleep would give ſome reſpite ro my diſquiets, Orontes 
came preſently into my imagination, with thar gracefulneſſe which accompanied all 
his ations. | 

It is mot" ju$t ( me thought he ſaid ) Thaleſtris, that you ſhould enjoy a repoſe, which 
Jon have robbed me of for ever ,, awake to think upon this unfortunate man, whom you have 
ruined ;- remember that I have forſaken my Countrey, my kindred, and my life it ſelf 
to love you, that Thave witneſſed my love, by proofs, Which perhapps have no example, 
and that for all my reward you have baniſhed mee from your fight for ever , If you 
will be quit with mee, and capable p that ſleep you ſeek, for, reftore me the yeares, 
which with ſo much perill of my life F have ſpent in your ſervice , put your ſelf 
again in the condition, you were upon the breach of Phryne, and into fo many other 
dangers, from Which my valour- alone hath delivered you ;, and in ſport, if you cav 
poſſible, make all that is paſt, never to have been, and you ſpall be free from that remorſe 
to which I leave the care of revenging me, and with which 1 may more juſtly threa- 
ten you, then you can me. gh 

This Diſcourſe ſeemed to argue inceſſantly in mine cars , and my grief making 
my fancy work other. WP. þ Tpaſs'd from this thought to amore difmal one, 
andimagined 0ronteseither dead, or dying for me. 

Rebold, Thaleſtris, ( ſaid he, in my minde ) behold the brave effeft of thy crw 
elty; I could not live after the ſentence of death thou didſt pronounce againſt mee, 
and my .own hand hath freed mee from thoſe miſeries, to which thou inhumanely 
hadſt. condemned mee. - See the happy concluſion of a Love full of reſpeft and fidelity ; 
and [ee the worthy recompence of the ſervices I have ſo zealouſly, and ſo diſcreetly ren- 
drt#thee.- LROmy 

In theſe thoughts and entertainmentsT paſs'd the whole night, and the next morn- 
ing I was ſo ill that I could not riſe allthatday. I made no difficulty ro truſt Hippe- 

lita with my diſquiets, and with the birth of my affeRtion. That diſcreet Wench en- 
deayoured to comtort mee, and to bamiſh from my minde thoſe thoughts which fruit- 
leſly afflited mee; She repreſented how p91 cable thoſe refleions were , and 
though ſhe took 9rontes his part, her belief that the miſchief was then paſt remedy, 
made her ule all attempts ro put him our of my remembrance, The Queen my = 
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ther came to ſee me in bed, and being her ſelf deeply afflicted for the departure, or 
los of 0richia, ſhe thought it not ſtrange that I was ſo ſenſibly prieved. 

I ſpent many days in ſtriving with my ſelf to baniſhthat ſad remembrance ont of 
my minde, and to that end diverred my ſelf with company, hunting, exerciſes, and 
all che paſt-times, which formerly had been able to charm part of my diſcontents, 
but I no longer found the ſ:me vertue in them , and whereſoever I was,or whatſoever 
1did, the image of Orontes was ſtill before me, and by his reproaches troubled the re- 
poſe 1 vainly ſought for, 

Sometimes when I was alone, or accompanied only by Hippolita, after havi 
long ſtruggled with my diſquiets, * Ah! Grextes, ( would I cry ) notwithſtanding all 
*the cauſe thou haſt to accuſe me of ingraticude, if my thoughts were known tot 
* thou would{t without doubt be fatished, and thou never defiredſt more affeRion 
* from me, then 1 now have granted thee. But alas | how fruitleſſe is both my af- 
* fection, and my —_— ; thou wilt never return into this Countrey where thy 
* ſervices have been {o ill requited, and perchance thouart no longer ina condition to 
*be ſatisfied with either of them, | 

I never ended theſe kinde of ſpeeches without ſome tears; and that long War [ 
made againſt my ſorrows, and againſt my remorſe, wrought a very great alteration 
in my humour, and in my countenance. I will not detain you longer, Sir, in the tedi- 
ous recital of my diſquiets; I had ſpent many moneths in this courſe of life, when 
my grief received a fatal ſurcharge , and 1 had net yet dried up my tears for the loſſe 
of Orithia, when the death of the Queen my Mother gave mee a fad occaſionts 
pour them forth afreſh. That good Princeſſe who ſo dearly lov'd me, was taken a- 
wayin the flower of her age, and a ſudden, violent Feaver, robb'd me of her in the 
ſpice of eight days. 

I will not trouble you with particularities of her ſickneſs, which had nothing re- 
markable, bnt will only tell you, that a few hours before her end, having ſent for 
me to her bedſide, and alledged ſome reaſons to comfort me for her loſle, ſhe gave 
me inſtructions co rule by, and conjured me with the moſt ardent intreaties her affe- 
Rion could furniſh her withall in that laſt period of her life, never to permit that our 
Laws ſhould be violated, and to | army for the conſervation of that liberty, which 
our predeceſſors had obtained by their ſword, and which till then we had fo coura- 
geouſly defended. I anſwered her onely with my tears and ſighs, and within a few 
moments after I had receiv'd her laſt embraces, 1 ſaw her ſhut ber eyes for ever, This 
remembrance interrupted the fair Amazons diſcourſe, and cauſing her to ſhed tears, 
obliged 0rooudates to ſpeak ſome words of conſolation to her, bnt within a while 
after being a lictle ſertled, ſhe went on with her ſtory on this manner, 

I make you judge, Sir, of-the greatneſle of my afflition, and will not ſpend time 
in painting it forth unto you, ſince the greatneſs of my love to ſo gooda Mother,may 
give you ſome knowledge of ir, J didallthat the weakneſs of Women makes them 
uſe to doe in ſuch like encounters, I wept, 1 tore my hair, 'and was for many days 
incapable of comfort; butinthe end, my grief wore away, with time, reaſon, and 
the perſwaſions of my friends, who deſired me to leave off my lamentations, to take 
ſome care of governing my ſubjects, 

I was ſolemnly Crown'd,and receiv'd power over that Scepter, in a ſeaſon when 
my youth and paſſions made me incapable of any over my ſelf, 1 began my Reign 
with tranquillity enough, and 1 was willing according to Orithia's counſells, to ſwee- 
ten the harſhneſs of our Laws a little, and take away from them that ronch of @- 
vageneſs which they had. I forbad our Women to kill any of their male children, 
and commanded chem only to make them be carried away among the C eppadexians,ov 
other of our Neighbours, and to change them for ns if they found any op- 
portunity. I ordained, that thoſe men who by Tempeſts or any other accidents were 
caſt upon our Territories, ſhould not be ill uſed, and that they ſhould onely be made 
to go forth of them again, withourreceiving any other injury. 


264 CASSANDRA. Parr I]. 


Lakred many other things in the ſeverity of our Cuſtomes, and put a milder face 
upon my Government, then it was wont to have under the Reign of former Queens. 
L causg'd our Towns and Sea-Ports to be fortified, our arms to be well kept, and our 
exerciſesto be continned with great aſfiduity. Our Women became more aQtive and. 
more courageous, then ever they had been; and finding in me (as they faid) a ſtrength 
and vigour above my ſex,they grew warlike by my example, and diveſted themſelyes 
of all their weakneſſes, to acquire a true yalour and fortitude. The time I had to 
ſpare from theſe imployments, was ſpent in reading, or in other exerciſes of the 
minde, and a good part of it was given tothe remembrance of my dear Orirhia, 
I repreſented her to ny ſelt ſometimes as Orithia, ſometimes as Orontes, but always 
as a perſon infinitely lovely, and infinitely beloved of me, | 

My dear Orithia, ( ſaid1 ſometimes ) 7/hy didſt thon appear unto mine eyes, but as « 
flaſh of Lightning, and why did the Gods preſent thee unto the unfortunante Thaleſtris, 
enely to take thee from her ſight for ever ? But (ſaid Iagain) cruel and imprudent 
Thaleſtris, why didſt thox baniſh her thy ſelf, whom now thou vainly beWaileſt ? Or ra- 
ther, why deſt thou vainly bewail the want of that Which thou haſt loſt only by thine own 
will ? 

I diſcourſed often with Hippolita upon that ſubjeR , and bringing into our talk all 
the a@Qions of that feigned Amazon, which were the moſt capable to have made us dif. 
cover her, we admired at our blindneſſe, which had laſted for ſo long a time. Ir is 
true, that Orontes had lived with ſo great a modeſty and ſo great waxineſs amongſt 
us, thatir was not eaſie to know him for a man, and beſides, that deceipt was no- 
thing ſo difficult amongſt us, as amongſt other Women, and though I have wondred 
to ſee ſach like diſguiſes in Hiſtory, asthat of Achilles among the daughters of Lyce- 
medes, there was no ſuch cauſe of wonder amongſt us, in whom that Martial pre- 
ſence, and humour, which might have diſcovered the truth of his ſex, amongſt 0. 
ther women, was as ordinarily found, as amongſt men. This was itthat favoured 
the deceipt of Oyontes, who in the fierceneſs which accompanied him in fight, in his 
words and in hisaQions, had nothing that was not common in our Women. The 
real affeRion I then bore him was ſo ſettled in my heart, that if I had not yet re- 
caind ſome care ofa reputation, which contrary to our Laws and Cuſtomes I was 
reſoly'd to keep inviolable, Iſhould have ſent Fippolita to ſeek him, with charge to 
bring him back to me, if ſhe were ſo happy as to finde him in Scythia. Beſides this 

ideration, I was withheld by the difficulties, or rather by the impoſlibiliries! 
mer-wich in the ſtate of my affairs, ſince I could not think of taking Orontes for my 
husband, without forſaking both the Empire, and Countrey of the Amazons, who 
for my particular intereſt would never have conſented to the loſle of their Liberties, 
and oftheir Cuſtomes. Theſe reaſons made me take patience in my misfortune, and 
turn all my thoughts to my ordinary imploiments, and to the care of my Goyerr- 


ment. - - 

I paſyd a whole year without other troubles then thoſe of my mind,and with much 
more'tranquillity in my Dominions then in my heart. I at my coming to the Crown 
hadconkrm'd the Truce, which the Queen my Mother h:d made with the Cilicians 
our Neighbours, and our uſual Enemies. MNeobarzanes had been their Governor 
ander Dayizs, and having of fate followed Alexanders party, he by him was con- 
firm'd in the abſolute Authority of that Kingdome, andin as Soveraign a power, as 
if he' had been lawful King of it. That ambitious man defiring to enlarge his Con- 
fines,” and ro extirpateus Women, who had always held him play, and often pur him 
corhe worſt, rook the Field, and invaded our Territories with an Army of thirty 
thouſand men : They at ficſt made ſome ws. nr upon our Frontiers, and defeated 
ſome of our Forces, whom the Trace had made fecure and neglipent; but within a 
while aſter being ſare down to beſiege one of our Cities, they gave methe leiſure to 
raife an Army as fitouip as theirs. -T march'd ſtraight coward them in good order, 
and with great diligence, and they no foener had the tiews, burchey raig'd their ſiege, 
and advanced tomeetus with Colours flying, The Armies met in a plain, which 
is 
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is between the ri: and the Thermodvon, and having heard that Neobarzants had given 
the command of his left Wing to his Brother T:{aphernes, a'man who by his yalout 
had acquired a mighty reputation in War, and kept the right Wing for himſelf . 1 
. followed his example, and giving tny left to Afea/ippa,1 took the right my felf, thae 
7 might encounter Tiſaphernes , whom I believ'd much more dangerous then his Bro- 
ther. 1 was notdeceived in my expeR:tion, for at the fhock ofthe two A rmies, 75. 
ſaphernes and 1 charged one another , and having broken our Javelins withour ef- 
fet, we began a combat with our Swords, the fight whereof would have been ple- 
ſing enough, if we had been permitred ro continue in it, bur the Crong having pirted 
us, we ran both togur Commands. I will not weary you with the lation of that 
Bartel, it was G_ bloody, and the Victory was diſputed by the death of a 
great number ; bur in the end it proved ours, ahd the Enemy loſt the Field, with 
fifteen thouſand of their men , bur not withour having ſlain ſeven oreight thouſand 
of our Women, and wounded many of che reſt, The night hindred a more general 
defeat, and the next morning by break of day , theCilicians finding their loks dil. 
encamped , and drew off from us, the incommodity of our hurt V Vomen, and the 
ſaddenneſſe of their departure, kept us from hot purſuing them ; we nevertheleſſe 
march'd after them, and falling often upon the Rear of ſuch 2s were caſt behinde, we 
accomp:nied them to their Frontiers witha great deal of execution, While we were 
in doubt whether we ſhould enter into their Territories after them, intelligepee came 
to us that they had received a ſupply of ten thouſand men. This news hindred us 
from p1ſling farther , and made us ſtand upon our Guard , and Neobarzancs and Ti- 
ſaphernes were ſo puffe up with it , char within three dayes after they preſented us bat- 
tel ag2in, Some of our Women to whom riper years had given more experience, and 
more fear ofdinger, were of opinion we oughrto refuſe ir, the'more cours geous de- 
fired it, and I held part with them , and had a minde to decide the buſineſs by a gene- 
ral defeat. The ground inforced me to divide our Army int three Bodies , and I 
gave the third to Cliremneftra, Aſſoon as the appointed day appeared, the Armies 
were in Batralia , and march'd towards one another with a great deal of eagerneſle, 
The day was very fair, and the Sun ſhining upon our Arms made the two Armies a gal- 
lant Gght , bur it wis quickly changed, and all the beauty they had in their drawing 
near, w2s in{tancly loſt in horrour, and in the blood that was ſpilr, 

My Narration would be too long, if I ſhould deſcend tothe particulars of that 
battel, bur I believe that never was any more bravely fought,and char animoſity never 
produced more ſtrange effes. All the Squadrons were mingled pell mell, and we kil- 
led one another without order,and without piry, when Ti/aphernes knowing me 2gain, 
made wiy with his ſword to come to charge me, and afſoon as he was within hearin 
T pray thee ( cryed he ) /et us finiſh the Combat we began at the former battel, and let us 
withdraw out of this crowd, that we may end it without hindrance,and withos: advantage. 

Ianſwered him onely with my head , and making him a fign to follow me, I put on 
my Horſe to the place where I fawthe freeſt room. He came couragiouſly after me, 
and when we were got out of the thick multitude , ſeeing me turn abour, he ſtruck 
me ſuch a blow upon my head, that he beat down my creſt, with the plumes that coves 
red it; and perceiving me a little dazled , he went to redouble it, butIraſ'd dire&! 
upon him , and luckily finding the defeR of his Curaſs, I ran my Sword uptothe hilcs 
in his right ſide. 75ſaphernes fell dead with the wound, bur he was hardly down, and 
my Sword free in my hand,when was charg'd behind with a ſtroak which was like co 
have laid me among the Horſes feer. I clapr ſpurs to mine, and facing about taward 
him that had ſtruck me, I ſaw Neobarz anes himſelf, who to ſuccor, or revenge his bro- 
ther, fell upon me witha great many of his men , I ſought him our in the middeſt of 
them,2nd aiming my Sword art his very eyes,I gave him ſuch a terrible ſhock, that Iſer 
him beſide his Saddle, and made him tumble under the feer of his Followers. They got 
round 2bourt him preſently, and ſome of them helping him again on horſeback, the reſt 
came pouring 'vpon me with exceeding fury ; Ihadthen been ina greatdeal of dan- 
ger , if Menalippa had not refcued me with ſome of her Troops , and the Enemies 
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drawing up theirs within a very ſhort ſpace, the moſt dangerous, and bloody ſervice 
provedto be there, We fought ſo obſtinately , that both Armies were almolt defca. 
red , but though the ViRory according to probability was more likely to have been 
theirs, we obtained ijtat the laſt, with the death of above ten thouſand of our Wo- 
men. That greatloſle did ſo exaſperate me againſt Neobarzanes and his Soldiers, thar 
1 wasblindly obſtinate in the purfuit of them : true it is, that I diſdained all the reſt tg 
fixfupon the perſon of the Chief , and by killing or taking him Priſoner, to decide our 
eternal quarrel, This deſire made me fall in eagerly among the run-aways, and not 
conſidering that I was followed by but few of my Amazons, I ingaged my ſelf in a 
Wood, af# Neobarzanes had rallied part of the Cavalry he had left, I found my 
errour when I was inthe middeſt of them , but *rwas too late to help it, and the Ene- 
my having diſcovered the ſmallneſs of the number that purſued them, made an halr 

and inviron's us 0n all ſides. I may ſay without vanity, that we in that occaſion did 
all chat valiant and deſperate perſons could do in ſucha like encounter; 1 made part 
of them that oppoſed me fall at my feet , and getting to Neobarzanes in ſpite of 


them, Idiſmounted him a ſecond time, but he was inſtantly taken up by his men, and 


our reſiſtance ſerving only to exaſperate them againſt us, they charg'd us ſo furiouſly 
oneyery ſide, thatall our Women were ſlain upon the place, and my Horſe being kil- 
led with a thouſand wounds, left me upon the = at the mercy of my Enemies. [1 
expected nothing from them but death, and I ſhould certainly have receivy'd it, if Neo. 
barz.anes had not commanded them ro take me alive. They preſently went about to 
do it, andit was impoſſible for me to hinder them; ſo that after having vainly defend- 
ed my liberty, 1 was taken, diſarm'd ofmy ſword, and tyed upon anhorſe, which was 
preſently ſent away, for fear I ſhould be reſcued by the Troups that were left behind, 
they carried me away with ſo much ſpeed,that within an hour I was brought to Phrine, 
the ſame City which before we had taken by the yalour of Orithia, and which the 
Cilicians had afterwards recovered from us. There it was that Neobarzanes gathered 
up his run-aways, and ſhut himſelfin with them , though the place was not yet very 
well fortified ; but he knew our broken Forces were not ina condition to beſiege it, 
nor to attempt any thing upon his Territories withour freſh ſupplyes. This conlide- 
ration made him reſolve , there to expeRthe event ofthat War , that he might give 
Orders upon the Frontiers, till more ſtrength came to him from 7har/#s, Judge, 
Sir, of my grief and ſhame to ſee my ſelf in the power of my moſt cruel Enemies, and 
of the 4mprecations I uttered againſt fortune that bad ſuffered me to fall into their 
hands, and not to periſh inthe fight with the valianteſt of my Women, - I began to 
deplore my captivity , with the ſaddeſt words my ſorrow could bring forch, when I 
was led before. Neobarzanes ; ſome light hurts 1had which they vouchſafed not to 

et dreſs'd, nor 1 todeſite that favour, nor to hope for any from them atter the loſle 
they had ſaſtain'd. Aſſoon as N eobarzanes ſaw me, he could ſcarce forbear revilings, 
and the remembrance of a brother whom he dearly loved , and whom I had killed 
before his face, was ſo powerfully renued in him, that he was ready to have put mein- 
ſtantly to death, but having caſt his eyes upon my face , he found ſomething there 
that mollified part of his anger , and reſtrain'd the 7) any of that fury which 
carried him headlong to my deſtrution. Yet could he not ſo well contain himſelf, 
but. that looking upon me with eyes ſparkling with wrath , The Gods , bloody Woman, 
( aid he )) have delivered thee into his hands , whom they have deſtined for the Revenger of 
thy Cruelties , and if the death of my dear Brother , and of ſo many thouſand of my Sol 
diers , which cryes for vengeance againſt thee, cannot be ſatisfied withthat of one Woman, 
1 ſhall at leaft have this ſatisfaction to puniſh the Head for the crimes of the whole Boa), 
and to appeaſe my Brothers ghoſt by the blood of her that deprived me of hies. 

I heard theſe words withour being terrified , and having look'd a good while upon 
him with a diſdain that might have incenſed him more, I replyed at laſt without be- 
ing moved , *IexpeRted neither fayout, nor good uſage of thee, ( Neobarzancs | and 
* T ſhould think it a ſhame to receive that from thee which thou never apt 8 
*body : doe not believe thon canſtaffright me withthy threats; Fortune the ow 
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* deſsthou adoreſt, and who puffs op ſuch empty ſouls, never had any Empire over 
* mine, and can neither dejectir, nor tubdue ir to chee ; thou alone art guilty of thoſe 
« cruelties with which thou repro2chelt me. I have defended my Territories, which 
© contrary tothe Law of Nations, and thy promiſe given, thou unjuſtly didit invade; 
* and if thy brother, and thy ſoldiers have fallen in thy quarrel, they died like valianr 
* men, and have received thar puniſhment for chy crime, from which thou freed'ſt thy 
«ſ:\f by flight. Theſe words were enough to redouble his fury, and carry him to ex- 
treamities againſt a perſon who braved him, and injured him, though a priſoner. But 
that litcle beauty wherewith ſome had flattered me, upon which he caſt his eyes with 
moſt baſe, and guilty deſigns, ſuſpended his anger, and bindred it ffom breaking forth 
with violence, bur not him from anſwering with a ſharp and dangerous ſmile. ce 
will ſee whether thy conſtancy Will hold out to the end, and if thou wilt be as conragions in 
the certainty of thy death, as thou art in the expeftation of a pardon, which thou vainly ho- 
peſt for, by reaſon of thy ſex. Though he ſpoke theſe words with a cholerick voice,hee 
calt looks at me which were ſufficient to make me doubt his violence, and command- 
ing me to be taken away, he had alſo the care to give order that Chyrurgians ſhould 
be ſent ro dreſs my wounds, I was carried back into the Chamber, which was given me 
for my priſon, and though my Captivity caus d as much grief in me, as a couragious 
heart was capable to feel, ſome remainder of that deſire which we have naturally for 
life, made me give way to the care that was taken of my wounds, Aſſoon as I was in 
bed, they were ſearch'd and dreſs'd, but they were ſuch flight ones, that the Chirur- 
tans did not doubt bur they would be healed in a few days. I was not a little con- 
m'd in my belief, that Neobarzares his anger was aflwaged when I ſaw women 
ſent to wait upon me, from whoſe ſight I receiv'd much conſolation, That was the 
thing I had moſtdeſired in my misfortune, and I feared nothing ſo much, as to ſee 
my ſelf among men, whoſe converſation I was not uſed to, and from whom I ap- 
prehended violence. The ſecond day of my Captivity, I learn'd from the Women 
that ſerved me, that they did not believe that Neobarzares would put me to death, 
and the third they cold me he had ſent to enquire after my health. AsI had not been 
terrifiedby his threats; ſo neither was Itouched with that alteration, and I refolv'd 
forthe worſt events a Captive could expeR, except the loſs of my honour, for the de- 
fence whereof I determined to ſuffer death, if any body ſhould go abour to aſſaulr ir. 
The fair Queen was in this part of her Story, when ſhe was interrupted by Amin- 
tas, who came to ſee her wound ; 7 m—_— put forth her arm, and after he had dref- 
ſedir,and aſſured her of a ſpeedy cure, ſhe ſer her ſelf in her former poſture,and went 
on thus with her Diſcourſe. 


The End of the Third Book. 
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SIX HE uſagel had received from Neobarzanes , at the beginningof 
Sw my captivity, began quickly to alter for the better , and the wo- 
" men, that were appointed to wait upon me, began to ſerve me 
with very great diligence and reſpet. MNeobarzanes ſent often 
WD to ſee how 1 did, and when my wounds permitted me to leave 
Sh my bed, he came himſelf into my Chamber, 1 was furpriſed 
F at that unexpeRted viſite, andif1 would have followed my firſt 
BD motions, I had given him a reception, which without que- 

ſtion would have kept him from coming any more : but con- 

fiderins the power he had over me, and how much his former behaviour might be 
excuſed by the death of his Brother , and the loſſe of his Army, I believ'd it for me 
to receive him as a man that repetited his having uſed me ill, though his pretences 
for it were ſpecious enough, and as a man whom 1 ougne not to exaſperate, if 1 
had deſired to ſecure whit it was in his power to take trom me by violence : Theſe 
reaſons obliged me to uſe him reaſonable civilly , which without doube confirm'd 
his evil intentions, and that paſſion which had mollified him, and which brought 
him then into my Chamber. When he had enquired after my health , and was ſet 
down by me : Madam (faid he) 1 doubt not but you are much offended with me 
for my firſt uſage of you, atid that you ſtill keep ſome reſentment of your ill welcome, 
and of the threats which my grief made me utter againſt ſo fair a Queen, andone 
worthy of a better fortune , and of a better reception; but your goodnefſe will pardon 
thoſe tranſports in a perſon, who by your hafte have loſt a Brother ( who was ex- 
fremely dear to him, and whom vertue made very conſiderable to the whole world,.) 
and ( by the hands of your Souldiers) an Army of forty thouſand men, the Relicks 
"whereof can hardly be perceived within this City; you will without queſtion have ſome 
regard to ſo lawfull an anger, and will judge ofthe cauſe that ſuppreſſes it, by my for- 
vetting ſo great , and ſolate offences, *Tistrue the blood of my Brother , and ofall my 
Gouldiers , demands ſome ſarisfaQion from me , bura force more powerfull then nature 
or reaſori of State, forbids mee to give them any to your diſadvantage, and diſarm's my 
rage, after having difarm'd my heart of all that could defend it againſt you, I think 
this knowledge is ſufficieat to make you underſtand my inclinations, and I cannor 
M m decdare 
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declare them better then by repreſenting to you that they diveſt meof thoſe of nature * 
ind of my moſt tender affections; nor can 1 more truly ceſtifie that1 love you, then in 
.ofing for your ſake the remembrance of what I loyd moſt dearly. Think nor this 
Declaration ſtrange, 1 Know 1t 1s a Diſcourſe to which you have not been accuſtomed, 
but we daily ſee greater changes; andif you had ſuffered the acceſs of men,” you weuid 
doubtleſs have engaged them in thar paſſion which hath made me abſolutely yours, 
you hate them only, becauſe you know them nor, and *ewas an irregular caprichio 6 your 
Predeceſſors , that deprives you of the ſociety the gods haveeſtabliſhed, :nd by which 
and for which, the world ſubtiſts. You may if you ple: ſe make ſome refleRtion upon wh t 
I have ſaid , and ifamong men whom you have alwayes ſhunn'd , you can finde any one 
worthy of your affeions, be plezs'd ro caſt your eyes upon me, who have given you 
mine firſt, yith an exceeding great reſpe& , :nd a moſt zbſolure Empire. 1 :m not 
able, <ir, to expreſs how much 1 was incenſed at this Diſcourſe, :nd how ruchT reſented 
thit Captivity which conſtrain'd me to ſuffer it, if I had been at liberty , 1 would 
have puniſhed that inſolent Fellow with my own h-nds, and would have m-de him 
feel that force to the purpoſe, of which he had twice had experience to his ſh.me. 
but I had roo many re+ſons ro moderate my fury , ſo that I ſuffered it not to riſe to that 
extremity ; and I ar th-t time had prudence enough to diſſemble part of it, but not 
power enough over my face to keep it from being inflamed with a colour, like fire, nor 
over my tongue to hinder it from replying ſhirply : Remember Necbarzarcs that I am 
a Queen, though 1 be your Priſoner, and 'that if the chance of War hath given you 
ſome power over my body , my minde is ſtillin its former liberty, and does no way 
partake in the changeFof my Fortune. This firſt knowledge you give me of men, confirms 
me in my intention of hating them , if you perſevere in yours, and this freedome you 
take to a. Queen, whom her diſaſter hath brought into your hands, is a ſtrong obſtacle 
againſt that eſteem ofthem , you deſire to work in me , therefore give over an unpro. 
ficable care, and a more unproficable affeRion , and believe ] ſhall value you asmuch, if 
you uſe your Fortune generouſly, as I ſhall deſpiſe you, if ic encourage you to unjuſt 
liberties, and ſuch as you cannot give your ſelf without eta Though 
Neobarzanes was ſtung with this anſwer , yet did he not ſhow himſelf much movedat 
it, and after having continued a while filent, he onely replyed, I doubtgg you would 
not receive this firſt overture of my love without ſome diſplealure , but I a hoped that 
time might ſweeten the ſharpneſle of your firſt motions, and make you finde th t 1 may, 
without offending you, or abuſing the power 1 have over you, make youan offer of 
my affeRions. - Time ( faid I ) thall never make me loſe my firſt reſolutions, nor canit 
doe any thing to your adyantage , but by ſuch uſage 2s is due to Priſoners of war of 
my quality, If you are my Priſoner of war ( anſwered Neobarzavcs ) 1am your Prifoner 
of love, and if you uſe me with any favour , I ſhall no longer conſider you as a Captive, 
but as the ſovereign Miſtreſs of my heart : Uſe me EDI ) as Thakſtris, who 
within theſe few dayes hath conquered youin two et battels, and who by the defeating 
of your Forces, hath ſhewed herſelf capable of another entertainment then tht of your 
loves. Neobarzanes was touch'd with theſe words, and anſwered me with a ſmile 
mingled with ſome ſharpneſs : You are capable both of War and of Leve, and will mzke 
both, if you follow the courſe of your Predeceſſors, how great averſion ſoever they 
have expreſſed in their government ”_ men , they have not conſerved themſelves 
without them, nor were you born your lelf without their affiſtance. This reproach made 
me bluſh for ſhame , and confirmed mein the diſlike of that ill cuſtome which neceſſity 
had introduced amongſt our women , whereupon I ſhew'd Neobarzares that I reſented 
it, by theſe words : If my Predeceſlors had done amiſs, 1 will not imitate them, and 
though I were ſo baſe as. to follow their evil cuſtomes, or ſo imprudent as to aboliſh 
their good ones, and ſubmic my ſelf to a man by lawfull wayes , 1 ſhould never make 
choiſe of Neobarzanes. Time ( replyed he, riſing up) will inſpire you with other 
thoughts, and mitigate that cruel humour , whuch ill becomes fo fair a Perſon: 1 give you 
leifure therefore to conſider, and to reflet upon the cordition you are in and upon 
what you doe deſpiſe. He ſtaid not for my anſwer , but making a low congie went out 
of my Chamber, having firſt recommended me to the care of the Women that waited 
on 


que. Tremain'din an anger, which it would be very difficult for mee to dricribe, 
-and-of all char day., I could gor digeſt che [words be had: ſaid; nor. lis) xeproachts 
of-our. cuſtomsz This,remembrance "wrought fa firong) an-averſion-in/ mee; / rhat 1 
thgught- it impoffible for mee ©o endute! company ſecond time, and-1ſertled niy 
{alk in therefolution of dying in bis. hands then to; oblige him by che'leaſt fo- 
yon, othytheleafi word, trom whence be could draw: any adyantage. i The :wiome 
thac ſery'd me already :bore me a real 'affeRion, and weremot, ſotied to:Nerbaramicr 
kis-atcertſts, but bar cheyus'd all ;their endevors to give mgdotne confolation. ,+4 con- 
tine: five or fix: daies without: his coming to..Jee me; and-4-employtd-rhent in be- 
wailing my misfortune, :3s mich as} my- courage could (uffer\nie” . Have !E rien ( ſaid 
Jowhen,1 was preffd with the yolence of myFrief ) baniſhed iy lovely, aid my faith- 
fab 1Goontes, £0 receive: Neoberalaves 2: and have I ſoill uſed] andiſo ill requited-vertue, 
Surſarggocc1and ſervices, torerompencenice, uglinels2-and-feurvie ofaghi2*Ah I'if 
our Laws were co be violated, ſure it would be in favour of Orontes, and mor'of. Neo- 
barz.anes 4 Obs beart whuch defended it feligrang thar't6b<[inbumanely: aganſt 'the 
rms 05. chas; layely impoſture;: s\ proof againii the perſecutions of a Barbarian, not 
ie fear-al;fecond: aflault;; having eſcaped +he firſt : fer tharcrnel mandarax himſelf 
wth: what ſooter! rage tan produce, fall ande chis-ſoulmn'an unſhakeri:ſear;- and 
fince/my cruel gdeftinic! forbidg1 me. to gree-nty{elf to-:my dear Orthinytbouh New 
barz.aves; arid: afl.men liviogihall aaulc wv. bus an vain. ' Diſcourſes, and:choughts: of 
this nature were my ordinary Entertainments, and though I bore my" Capriticy with 
moderauen cnoughy,. that remembrance dhenttew both Gghs :and tears:frdnd'me.” 1 
forh&«imes:queſtioned my womgn;: and erideayouted to learn of them, if:odr Amratornes 
flidinoc attempt ſomething vn rue 1 if Neobxz2ancy did not rhinkwpon ome 
wraatiefor mybberey.; bur w it were that they.knewit not, or were enjoined ſi. 
knee, I-could never ger any,infotmation from them. not9:cs  n! mnlld{ gated! 
- ;Soine; few d. jevatter, N eobiereanes (cameito:mb again, and' afſoon as he had: ſaluted 
me,: Well Madzm{ faid he )! have you thought iipon out lalt'Diſcourſez aad: haveyoh 
fackrd any thing: of that ſeverity which [makes ,you difdain:-iny/affeRions 7» Neo- 
barzdnes (anſwered t) in whar conditions ſoryer you ſeelme, : know that mnbthing& 
able to ſhake my reſolurions,::and thor you caciies hope for bur: lictle farisf{ion,: 
yor pernicious defigns ; nor, but i am endined winpeace with-you, if you wilt make 
jawſol -propotitions, nor would T, torecover my hberty ,i rafaſea- reaſonable! rreatis, 
which may reſectle our Territoriestn that qquideneſs you have-diſturbedy -but if you 
have any other thoughts, b:mfhthem for evet;; 3nd hope fornothingſfogra'courage 
which mistortaneicannor dejec- 1 hope ( replyed'/Neobarwancs;) that you willchearken 
to:reaſon, and to the adyancage of the offers: make you ; bur hope for cio:hiberty' Tu 
{ſtris; by any'other-treatie; then by that which1 propoſe; and confidet char I neither 
abiſe-my fortune nor the power 1 have over you, .by making propoſitions which/would 
de advantagious xo: you, though in perte&? liberty : .You are not 'ignorant, Madam 
thitin my affeftion ro you, I may ſeek for. help by. all-nianner of waies, cand* thar 
the death of my Brother, and of ſo many thouſand of my men, doth ſufficiently difpence 
with me, if 1 have .not thoſe conliderations whichare dueto _— of 'your: quali- 
ty, and frees me from the reproaches I might fear, for having nfed violetice-to'a Cap- 
tive; who is (tain'd' with blood'that was fo dear to me. Bur Madam,':twteftifie that 
my: love to-you'ss full of a real eſteem, 1 will-oaly fue for yours by lawtul/ 'means, and 
Iwilt forger: you-are my- Priſoner co make you, my wife, by this alliznee we will 
umte/ ogr Provinces; we will giye your women lawful ar\e 4 and abolifh:/'euſtoms 
that are enemies to Nature, abd deteſted both by the gods and men, to live ina more 
reaſonable OY tranquility, 1 knew very: well,” that gnworthy 
man-made not thar propoſition our of any efteem he had of me, -nor out of any ſence 
of verrue; bur that finding advantages to himſelf,” bythe alliance he offer'd nie,” which 
he could neither hope for by my death, nor .by uſing violente; be was: fallen upoa 
that thought, not«being ina condition, after ſo great loſſes, to profic any ocher! way 
by having taket>me,- nor to-conquer a Country, which I had--pot left - defticute of 
perſors' able 'to defend it againſt him, And indeed, I receiy'd*r&hat ER C_ the 
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ſcorn it deſerved, and looking diſdainfully upon bim: Think not Neobarzaves ( faid1) * 
that my impriſonment hath ſo far abafſed my hearr, as to find 0 + mand, re 
offers you make me. 1 ama Queen bybirth and vertue, both of them are wanting in 
thee,and thou art indebted to fortune, andyp the goodneſs of Darixs for that greatne fg 
which thy baſe ſubmiſſion to Alexander hath fince conſerved , *Tis not for thee our 
laws ſhall be aboliſhed , andifthe gods ( continued I with a ſigh) had fo decreed ir, that 
alteration was' reſerved for another, not-Neobarzants. He was fo netled with this 
anſwer, that he face a long time without reply, witnefling his irreſolution by the di- 
vers changes bf his countenance ; bur-in the end, after having darted an angry look 
atme : Well, well, 7halef#ris ( ſaid he) ſince you diſdain my offer, diſpoſe your 
ſelf ro ſarisfie me by other-wayes, this ſhall:never be propoſed to you again, andyen 
may be'aſſured, I willoo linger negle&-the power I have over you;” | He pronounced 
theſewords with a thundring- voice, and wear our of my Chamber, without giving me 
the leifure ro reply,  -: | Ts 

I was fo Fc atthis Diſcourſe, that of a longrime I was not capable of any rex 
ſon , but I pretencly. recovered my ordinary reſolution, and that inviolable deſign of 
dying for the defence of whar he chreatned ; the-women that waited on me, gave 
me counſcl|to mollifie him; and diffemble part of _— which 1 diſcovered 
with roo:much ſharpneſs ; they os wall punt 'that by that fierceneſs, I ſhould 
withour doubc tir him up tothe violence.l ought to apprebend, and char by managing 
him with -more dexterity, ''T might perchonce bamuſh thoſe pernicious deſigns : 1 
eſtcem'd.their advice very-prudent, and ſometimes was minded to follow it; but aſſoon 
as that þarbarous fellow, preſented himſelt betore me, as he did every day; I had 
much adge toi teſtrain the motions of my anger, andof my, juſt diſpleaſure. ' Yerdid1 
diſſemble-them now and. then, and ſuffeted his perſecutions a whole' month without 
driving him to extremity ; ſometimes he flatter'd me, from flatteries he often 
felt to threats; bur his tlireats and flatteries were equally unprofitable, When he wis | 
fully aſſured of that; and had loſt all hope of fatisfying his deſires by gentle means, he 
reſoly'd upon the violence which be had till. then deferr'd, and coming into my Chan- 
' ber wich thaci ntention, he had madefignsro my women to withdraw, and when he was 
alone with me, having tied me a while with a wandring look ; Itisno longer time 
Thaleftris ( ſaid he) to: diflemble my laſt intention, 1 am weary of ſuffering a pain 
which, Ican remedy my ſelf, and of ing vainly to her whomI1 can compel to ſatishe 
me : I hays made you offers, which :you imprudently diſdained, and 1 will offer 
you nothing.now, butthe choice of death, or of my love. Though theſe words ſur- 
_ nie-extreamly, \yet-was I not.at allin doubt what anſwer | 1 ſhould return, but 
oking 
pref 


_ him with more ſcorn thenever : Thy threats ( ſaid 1) cannot terrifie me, 
I prefer death before thy affeQtion, and all manner of tortures before that ſatisfation 
thou demandeſt. Since thou deſireſt death ( _— be ) thou ſhalthaveit, and fay- 
ing ſo, he.roſe up ; and drawing a da ich he wore concealed, he life up 
his arm to ſtrike it into my breaſt. Notwithſtanding 1 was very indifferent in matter of 
life, yet was it not ſo odious to me, as to give that Monſter the contentment ofta- 
king it away, and remembring that I hadtried his ſtrength before, 1 flew upon him, and 
ith my left IR which was up to ſtab me, I with my other, which 
was free, caughc hold about his middle, and after ſome ſtrugling laid him onthe floor: 
I quickly wrung the dagger out of his hand, and was preſently in a condition to tear - 
away his infamous life without any difficulty , but that baſe wretch who lov'd it 
more then 1 did, was'affraid of Joſing ic, and begg'd itof mee withword's, which 
I eng Spirit ; = 8 h wy 0 of that 
mercie, I tho 0 unworthy to receive death from a 
making my ſelf Miſtreſs of my juſt reſentment, Riſe coward (hid I ) thou For as 
neither death nor pardon from Thaleftris, and therefore ſhe will givethee neither, 
but leaves thee a life which ſhe cannot, - without diſhonor, take from ſuch anone as 
thou art ; thou kneweſt before my ſirengcth was above thine, and-thou ſhale know 
ger es goodneſs is equal co thy baſeneſs. Neobarzanes made me no anſwer atall, 


but his eyes full of ſhame, and confufion, he went out of my Chan, 
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and left me Miſtreſs of the dagpet T had wreſted from him : if 1 had been in anot 
eſtate,chis adventure would have afforded matrer of pager, and there was canſe enough 
to deride a man, who fo weakly atrempred ſach high Enterpriſes, but the condition 
I was then reduced to, made me inſenfible of any diverſion, and would not ſuffer me 
to draw any joy, from the diſgrace of that deteſtable villain, nor fromthe a e 1 
had over him. The women that attended on me, who came running at the noiſe, and 
who were witneſs of part of the buſineſs, believed that Neoberz.anes would have ſome 
ſenſe of the _— I bad ſhewed him, and that withour doubt he would be touch'd 
with a favor he had fo lictle deſerved ; but I knew his baſeneſs tbo well, ro expe 
any good from hint, and it was rather for my own fatisfaQion, then for that hope, I 
had let him live. T remajn'd three or four days without ſeeing him, or hearing from 
him; and 1 began to believe there tnight be ſome amendment in him, when I was ſur- 
priſed with the accident I am going ro relate, ant'reduced tovery extremities, [ 
wasin my bed, where I taſted- thar little repoſe my diſquiets would ſuffer re} when 
- two h6nrs before day, I was awakn'd by a dreadful hoiſe in the ſtreet; I askt my women 
what the matter was, -but they were as ignorant of it asI, and my windows were ſo 
ed, that there was no poſlibility of looking out to ſee, while I was in ſome trouble 
reaſon of that noiſe, which" till redoubled with horrible cries ; 1 heard a loud 
knocking at my door, the firſt blow was followed with many others, which made 
me finde they had an intent to break it open; I was unwilling to be caught in bed, 
and Gifting a looſe coat haſtily about me, I leapt into the floar, and preſently lai 
hold of Nrobarzaner hisdagger, being reſoly'd ro defend my life, or mine honour tomy 
laſt breath : Scarce was I gotten into this p - When my Chamber door was 
beaten open, and by the help of cerrain watch candles, which I alwaies kept burr 
by night for fear of ſome ſuch ſurpriſe, I ſaw Neobayeanes comein with his ſword drawn, 
accompanied with a great many of his Followers in the ſame equipage. IT ftraighe- 
way doubted of his crnel intention, ' and in 'a moment confirm'd iny ſelf in the 
reſolution I had taken, Afſoon as he perceiv'd me, Thaleſt7is ( cried he with a 
terrible voice ) 1 miiſtdie; ſince my hopes are dead; 'ahd fince | loſe thee and my ſelf: 1 
will keep thee from laughing and triumphing ac my ruine ; He had hardly ended theſe 
words, -when he flew Gredy at me; and withone-gjving me leiſure to reproach his 
ingratitude, after the mercy I had ſhewed he made a thruſt at me, which had 
run me quire through if 1 had not bowed my to avoidit , I eſcapedthat by 
ſtooping ſuddenly; and ſtriking up the point of his ſword with the d I had hejdin 
my hand, 1 made it flip over my ſhoulder, and 'running underit, I ſeized upon the guard 
with my left hand, -and with niy right; 1 ſtabb*drhe dagger inco his breſt unto the 
hilt : That perfidious wretch fell dead at my feet, and his ſword remaining in my hand, 
Iſer myſelf ro diſpute my life againſt choſe that were come along with him , they alf 
turn'd their points upon me, and made me ſee they meant to revenge the death of 
their Prince by mine; the two firſt that advanced, 1 quickly laid at the feet of their 
Companions, and made them judge that though x was but a woman and in my ſmock, 
they ſhould not effeR their purpoſe without difficulry ; I retir'd to the wall, that 1 
might not be aſſaulted behind , and =_— cowardly villains making a half circle 
about me, began to preſs me ſo furioufly, that I utterly deſpaired of ſafety : Idefended 
my ſelf nevertheleſs, like a wild bore againſt ſo many hounds, and ſometimes ruſhing 
forward at thoſe that were more eager upon me, I made then flie back to the other 
fide of the Chamber, and pave them both terror and death ir ſelf, in the middeſt of 
thirty ſwords that efvironed me ,, but in the end, my reſiſtance would have been 
unprofitable, and — ſelf wounded in divers places, I alfo found my ſtrength 
began to faile me, andrhatI prolong'd my deſtiny but in vain, when we hearda greac 
noiſe upon the ſtaits, and ſaw a great many come m arm'd, wlis —_—_——_— cfel- 
lows that were about me, prefently gave ſome of them what they , the 
Leader of them did the greateſt execution, and ſtriking no blows that were not morral 
quickly cover'd the floor with blood, and with dead bodies : when they had made 
themſelves a paſſage rocome to me, Courage ( cried one of my Defenders ) | 
Madam, youare delivered, and your enemies are deſtroyed; being yery well a _ 


depen my Amezeec from whom] received thar aſltance,,, When ſaw my. el fo 
” ſuccaured, 1 felt my forces redouble, and defiring to have a ſhare in,my revenge, 
I jqyned my ſelf to my valiant deliverers, and wich them finiſhed. what «they had {g 


courageoully begun, all our Enemies l@ſt their lives, ,and our 4w4zazes ( among whom 
Lhid already diſcover d Adcna/ippe, and many ochers) were ſo exaſperated agaigit theny 
MAAC CO SOFES Eeaber '- then a: ſpe:cle full, ,of. horror. , eb ig, 
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ceng of che rrpaga 4 bad regeive Lay Yogthoſe proceedings,” and geuing a 
lrthe lope; irom the mbracgs ; My, dear, 6a 2 ); 1 hold 'my lite-froms the 
od:s,88d from you,. ler; us. nor. fr them -up agg. 3s rer1the mercy we, have-res 
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wn, 6-0 {taying.in,g Chamber full ol blood, and: dead bodies; but another was 
found by ahe aſlltance of the women that ferv'd me, who at che beginning. of our fight 
had, hid themſelves 1n;2, Cloier, whence they were ferch,our tm, a terrible fear, bur 1 
reaſſured; chem, and; promiſed themallmanner of good uſ:ge , they brought me into 
the belt Chamber there was, where heing' got to bed,..my wounds . ſearch?d, were 'nor 
found: dangerous, and.,my Chyrurgians, w o.had done their part. in 'my deliverance, 
having «pplied their, fi remedies.caghem, left, me. to my reſt, while AMenalippa by 
my command, weat, io gpiet the diferders in, the Town, and to do what was requiſite 
in eh. encounters. ;1.reRed, chat fall remainder of the night, and the day - fol- 
lowjng without being. zxerrupted, np body: coming into my Chamber but only. Hip. 
polizay: and-ſome women, , who were neceſl.iry ro-wait upon me, and with whom 1 had 
nodiſconre, by reaſonof the charge my Chyrurgians had given mee to the contrary, 
burnight being come, I call'd Hippulita to my bed-ſide, and having embraced her many 
timeswith- expreſſions of my former kjndnels, Lasked her divers queſtions, and deſired 
kerto relate the taking of the Tqwa,,, but ſhe would not. obey -me, praying me to 
rake my. reſt, you are not yerwell enough Madam ( ſaid ſhe )co hold diſcourſe, baye 
patience;/bilt/to night, and to morrow I will give:you. an exa& account of all youcan 
demand. 1,.was willing to be adviſed by ber, and. making my. curtains beadrawn, 1 
ſpent the night as I' had done the day, ;. but with great ſhow of amendment, and more 
quigtneſs of minde, then; L had felt of many months. The next morning Fippolirs 
came r9my bed-ſide, and having bidden me good morrow, 1 commanded hertotell 
me, whazſhe had deferg'd the diy before. Iam readily diſpoſed ry fatisfie you Madam 
(-aid-ſhe-) and: if whar | bave to: ſay, could: haverbeen heard by'you wichour alcbrati- 
+ would: no+ bare delai'd- to give. you contentment ; but lbefeech you be plead 
tC me ſend theſe maids our of the Chamber, that 1 may entertain you with che 
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more liberty. 1 gave herleave to doe as ſhe deſired , and Hippolita, bidding them with- 
draw , remained alone with me , and being by my command ſer down cloſe by my bed, 
ſhe ſp-ke ro me On this manner. Se | 

When your Majeſty engaged your ſelt inthe purſuit of Neobarzanes , I was not one 
of the laſt that follow'd you , and ſhould certainly have had the ſame fare with my com- 
panions., if the Gods, who reſerved me to ſerve you more profitably then I could have 
done in thatencounter , had not ſuffer'd my horſe to fall down between my leggs, of cer- 
tain wounds he had received in the fight, by this accident I was deprived of the 
means of waiting upon you, and reduced to a neceſlity of _ back a foot into the 
body we had lett ſtanding upon the place of battel , I there found the difmalrelicks of 
a bloody diy, and a thouſand images of terrour and deſolation, of thirty thouſand 
women we had brought from Themsſcira, we had not ten thouſand remaining ; the 
yreater part whereof were wounded, and unfit for ſervice. The Enemies had loſt 
twenty thouſand men in that laſt battel , and thoſe two defeates had left them onely 
thoſe few Souldiers, who tooke refuge in that City, I found the Camp in an alarme, 
for your Majeſties abſence, bur it encreaſed , when the night was come, and that they 
heard no news. of you; a great many went ſcattering from their Troops. in ſearch of 
you, and I afſure you I was none of the backwardeſt , bur all che night having been 
vainly ſpent abour it, the whole Camp was fil'd with cryes, and an univerſal conſter- 
nation ; All the next day was beſtowed inthe ſame employment, and the remnant of 
the Army, divided it ſelf into above fifry ſeveral Companyesto ſeek you, To what 
purpoſe ſhould I detain you in this Diſcourſe, or with the general, and my particular 
complaints ? the third day, it was thought fit ro ſend a Trumpet hither, to learn whe. 
ther you were dead, or a Priſoner, andin caſe you were alive, to make Propoſitions for 
your liberty , which they promiſed to ger you to ratifte. Iwould needs go along with 
the Trumpet ;' and the Law of Nations, which our Enemies had not yer forgotten, gave 
us acceſs to this Town, and to Neobarzanes. When they had blinded us, we were 
brought before him , and aſfoon as we open'd our mouths to enquire after you, your 
Queen is living (faid he) but her condition is little better then if ſhe were dead; 
Hope not for her liberty any manner of way, and get you gone preſently out of my 
Territories , unleſs you would have me violate a Law that gives you ſome aſſurance a- 
mongſt us, We'defired permiſſion to ſee our Queen, bur it was refuſed us, and we 
return'd from this Town without carrying any thing, but the confirmation of your 
Life, and of your Captivity, I am not able to tell you, Madam, which was the greater 
in ty minde, and in the mindes of all your SubieQts, the joy to know you were alive, or 
the ſorrow to hear you were inthe power of a pityleſs Enemy. Yer did we prefer the 
latter before the former, and though the report of NVeobarzaxes's harſh nature, and his 
late lofſes made us in fear for you, we believ'd neverthelefle , that if he had any 
knowledge ,” or ary ſenſe of Honour, he would have ſuch conſiderations both'of the 
Royal- Digniry, and of your Beauty , as would be able to take away part of his fa- 
vageneſs, Yer this belief made us not ſo confident, but tharwe till had terrible ap- 
prehenſions, and all the Camp was in ſuch grief and deſolation, as it wouldbe im- 
poflible for me-ro repreſenr.:- The remainders of our Army were not ina cofidition 
ro-artempt your deliverance; tior to aſſault a Town, in whichall the forces the enemy 
hid' left were ſhut up together, - ' Five or ſix dayes having been waſted in fruitleſſe deli 
berations, another Trumpet was ſent, in hope that Neobarzazcs's anger might be ap- 
peaſed, and that he might hearken to Propofitions then, which in his heat he had 
rejeCted , bur that Monſter would not ſo much as ſee her , and forbad her, upon'pain of 

ath , ro come any more within his quarters. This ſecond refufal made us of 
ſo ſpeedy a deliverance , andafter new conſultations , Aſexalippa, who commanded our 
Forees, gave us/6rder to diſ-encamp and retire near ſome of our Towns, there to expeRt 
rew ſupplyes from Themiſcira; with which it was reſoly'd ,- we ſhould atrempt your 
deliverance , and the recovery of this City by open force. Clremneſtra went about to 
haſten up the ſupplyes which were reſerved for an extremity , and we remained near 
Callira , whither we ſent our wounded Women, and gave Orderto recruit our Troops 
with all imaginable diligence. 'My ſorrow for your being taken was ſo great, that 8 
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took no care, to have a ſlight hurtor two dreſs'd , which I had received inthe batrel, 
but the entreaties of my friends having prevailed over my will , I was conſtrair'd to 
ſuffer the remedies that were given me, and to conſent to thepreſeryation of a life, 
which I could not value without you; and which 1 would not have kept, if the hope 
of your liberty had forſaken me, I will not entertain you with our imployments at 
that Town, and will onely tell you that after three weeks ſtay there , we heard that 
Clytemn:ftra, whole diligence was to be admired, was already upon her march , and 
drawing nezr us with her. ſupplyes. This newes rais'd our ſpirits, and we reſoly'd to 
advance boldly to this City, and periſh under the walls of ic, or purchaſe the liberty of 
our Queen with the price of our blood. The day that our forces were augmented by 
that addition, being entred alone into a wood, upon the edge whereof we were en- 
camped, to entertain my humour, which your misfortune had made penſive, and melan- 
choly'; when I had walked there a while , I heard one that followed me call Hippolita, 
Hippolita | That voyce made me ſtop, and turning toward that fide where I had heardir, 
I aw a' Woman come a great pace after me, and ſhe drew nearer me, me thought I knew 
her face, and when ſhe was within ſuch a diſtance, that 1 could diſcern her p ainly, and 
recall her features into my memory, I knew her, ( ſhall I tell you Madam 2 ) I knew herto 
be the noe, and rhe generous Orithia. 

I could not hear this Diſcourſe , and the name of Orithia without an inward trembling, 
nor without interrupting Hippelita, by crying out , O gods Hippolita , What doe youtel| 
me? Irell you a truth Madam, (anſwered Hippolita) Ah 1 Hippolita, (ſaid I) do not abuſe 
me, and believe that 1 am notable to pardonſuch a deceit, I deceive you not Madam, (re. 
plyed Hippolita) and if you will have buta minutes patience, this aſtoniſhment will ceaſe, 
to give place roa more reaſonable one. Ah ! Hippelita ( ſaid I ) ſuffer me to doubt ofthe 
truth of your report, What, is Orithia come back amongſt us, when we leaſt ex- 
pected her, and when ſhe was moſt neceſſary to me? You ſhall hear the truth ( anſwe. 
red Hippolita ) if youwill give me leave to contirue my relation : Make an end ( replyed 
I) but make an end preſently , for Iam no longer ina condition to lend thee quiet atter- 
tion, -and thou haſt ſo ſurpriſed me, thatT have ſcarce any ſenſe, or underſtanding left, 

I am not able Madam ( purſued Hippolira) to tell you how much I was aſtoniſhed 
at ſo unexpeted anehcounter, I was ſtruck dumbe with wonder art 'that ſight, and 
though I knew Nrithia to be a man, Tſuffered her to embrace and kiſs me as ſhe had for. 
merly done, without defending my ſelf againſt her expreſſion of kindneſs, and I confeſſe 
moreover, though your Majeity may blame me for it, that I could not forbear to repay 
her @-part of them, nor to uſe her as that Orithia, who had been fo dear to you, 
and to whom you had fo great Obligations, 1 was atlaſt ſomething aſhamed at my 
eaſineſſe , and withdrawing my ſelf from her embraces, Ah ! Orithia (cryed 1) is it your 
ſelf? yes (anſwered Orontes) *cis I my felf , and I know you to be too dear unto my 
Princeſſty to believe , that' you are now ignorant who Iam, *Tis true Qrontes- ( faid1 ) 
I know you, the Queen hath concealed nothing from me, andI am indeed the one 
body'that can boaſt of that advantage. The Gods be prayſed, ( ſaid Orontes ) *tis wi 
that belief.1 have ſought you out, and that 1 have addreſſed my ſelfto you, before 
L ſhewed : my ſelf to your Companions, and 'tis ' upon the confidence I have in 
your-gogtneſle , that I caſt my ſelf now into your armes, that I may finde ſome op- 
porturiſty! by: your means, of doing my Princeſle ſervice , or ofdying for her, as 1 have 
alwayes:liv'd for her : the Gods have preſery'd my life for that purpoſe , and have not 
ſuffereil me! to loſe it, knowing it might yet be uſeful to her , to whom 1 have given it 
_ But, O dear Hippolita , what may I hope for from you? will you conſider me 
as ah Ragmy- after the deceit I have uſed, andafter-the owning ofa ſex, againſt which 
you have-fo great an averſion? or will -youſtill preſerve'ſome remainder of that good 
neſs-to, me; whereof 1 have received ſo many teſtimonies ? I was much. troubled what 
anſwer-};fMhould:make, both by reaſon I was aſhamed to be ſo eaſily reconciled to2 
man; 4nd to promiſe. \hm my affiftance, after the markes you! had ſhown hi 
of ., your [-anget , and by. reaſon; of, my uncertainty whether you" would ap- 
prove';of,what, 1 did;\-bur when I remembred your laſt thoughts 'of him, your 
ſorr6w, for--his loſe, and the affe&ion you really bore him, and, when to that re- 
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membrance, I added the conſideration of thoſe ſervices we mizht receive frem him in 
the delign of procuring you liberty, at a time when that va'ovr , he h2d fo oten 
tried to your advantage, was fo necettary for us ; | be:icved I ſhould not differve vet, 
in keeping him amen: ft us, by the hoje ct thote good cthces I michr do bim. 5 his 
thourht was the cauſe that atter I had been long filent, } at Tait relied; I will never 
be againſt you Orontes, and thuugh my xrowledge- of vour fex might excuſe me it I 
ſhould not do what you may dehire tr. m me, yet that of vour vertue which makes 
ou'dear.to the whole world, and that of your ardent aff. &:on to the Queen, vu here 
of you ought to give her proct- in a ſeafon when the tath ſo much need of them, oh 
lige me particvlarly to ſerveyou; 1 wwuld it pleaſed rhe Gods, we were in ſuch a cone 
dicion that 1 might do it, but } hope we ſhall quickly be ſo by your afliftance, and my 
hopes-are ſtrongly raiſed by your return. You may continue amunytt u * with the 
fame afſurarce as you did befor your departure, you are known to no creature here 
but me, and it you ſhow your ſelf ro my Companions, you will certainly be received 
by them as Or:thia, whoſe memory is very dear to them, and at whole loſs they were 
ſo ſenſibly atfticted. Orontes havinz return'd me {uch thanks, as he thought due to the 
offers I made him, was willing to follow my counſel, and after many other diſcourſes, 
the length whereot hinders me from repeating thcm , we went together into» the 
Camp : As ſoonas he.appeared there, the firſt that knew his face, cried out that Ori. 
this was come avwain, and that report flving trum one to another, was in a little time 
ſpread throumh+he whole Army, We went to Mcnalippa's tent, and ſhe received her with 
demonſtrations of friend({hip, and reſpe&t, which had never been rendred to any bur to 
her, and inſtantly after, all the principal women of the army, running by troops to 
ſee her, received heras a Goddeſs ſent from heaven for” our alliftance, and tor the ſafe. 
ty of our Qu1cen ; there was hard!y one but would needs kits her hand, and all cried 
out that their Queen was now as good as at liberty, fince the Gods had reſtored Ori. 
thiz tothem ; ſhe ſpent all that day in receiving welcomes and civilicies, and after Cl). 
temneſtra's arrival with her ſupplics, M-14/ippa would have putt the command of the ar- 
my into her hands, but Orith:a retuſed it very modeſtly, and being urged to it by the 
general cntrearies, ſhe was contented to ſhare it with her. Preſently they tell to con- 
filer what ſhould be attempted for your deliverance z Menalippa, Clytenmeſtra, and my 
ſelt with all the reſt, were of opinion to beftege this Town, having already ſufficient 
forces to undertake it, and knowing that the tupplies Neobarzanes expeted were not 
ef arrive:!, we believ'd this Town, being ill fortified and ill provided, might be ta- 
en by force, before their coming, which according to the diſtance of places, could 
nut be very ſudden, Burt when Orithia had hearkned to our propofitions; I do not 
doubt ( ſaid ſhe) my valiant Companions, but that you will ſucceſsfully perform 
what you (hall undertake, and I believe this City may be as ſoon taken as view'd, by 
perſons of ſo great courare ; but friends, you do not remember, that the Queen is in 
our enemies hands, and that when he fees himſelt brought to extremity, he will expoſe 
her firſt co the fury cf your arrows, either to ſave himſelf, and ſtop the courſe of your 
arms by that coniideration, or to revenge his loſſes upon a perſon whom we fo dear- 
ly value. I befecch you, let us think. upon. her conſervation, and fince we have taken 
arms for her alone, let us ſave her from a deſtruftion, which the rage of that cru- 
el man would make inevitable. We may more ealily carry the Town by a ſurpriz2 in 
the night,. then by a formed fiege, and we may march in the dark fo ſecretly, and 
fo warily. that we may be upon the walls, before the enemies ſo much as ſufpe& it. 
It i} hard for them to have any ſpies amongſt us, they have no women adventrous 
enough to t:ke rhat employment, and 'twill be very difhcult for men to conceal them- 
ſelves amonoſt our torces, if all the Officers take care to look exatly amoneſt thoſe un- 
der thceic command ; by that order we fhall be ſecure, 1 pray you let it be obſerved, and 
let the care of this ent-rprize be left tro me, who with the afliſtance of the Gods, and 
of your va our, ry miſe you an infallible ſucceſs in it, All we that were of the 
Councel. apyroved 2rich:”: defien, and admired her prudence, we inſtantly refolv'd to 
follow i, and rhe (Othocrs having received ſuch Orders, carefully overlooked all the 
women they commanded, whole faces were never (o little unknown to them, _ 
Nn thi: 
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this precaution, among fifteen, or ſixteen thouſand , whereof our Army was compo- 
ſed, befide thoſe we had Jefr wounded at Calira, Orithia choſe out eight thouſand for 
the effe&ing of her enterprize, leaving the reſt to Clytemn(ſtra with order not to ſer 
forward, till three dates after our departure. From the place where we were, we had 
four daies march unto this Town, and.Ori:hia having informed her ſelf by thoſe who 
beſt knew the Countrey, in what places we might lie conceal'd while we were upon the 
way, caus'd our little Army to take vidual for ſix daics, leaving the reſt to the forces 
that followed us, and which were to arrive two daies after us. She made proviſion of 
ladders, bruſh-faggots, and all neceflaries for her deſign, and having carefully taken 
order for every thing, and viſited all her ſelf in perſon, as ſoon as night was come, 
we began to march, being guided by women of the Countrey, who were perfe&tly ac- 

nainted with all the by-paſſages, and at break of day we made a halt in a wood far 
Con the high waies, and on the edges of it we ſet forth Corps de guard, to keep our 
ſelves from being diſcovered z we reſted there all that day, and the night following 
continued our march, advancing with the ſame order, and the ſame diligence ; wemade 
a ſtop again as ſoon as day appegred, and fo marching only by night, and ſeizing in« 
differently upon all perſons we met, we arrived near this Town , two hours within 
the fifth night ; it was neither very clear, nor very cloudy, but dark enough to favour 
our approach, and light enough to give us the means to know, and diſcern objetts, as 
much as was necefſary. When we were within a few furlongs of the Town, we met 
ſme ſcouts which the enemy had abroad, but they were fo ſurpriz'd by ours, who had 
prepared themſelves for that encounter, that it was impoſlible for them to get awa 1 
and carry news unto the Town of our arrival, After they were all kild, or ta - 
ken, and that Oritbia by thoſe that eſcaped the fury of our women, had learned how 
- the Town-guards were ordered, and how little care'Neobarzanes*'s love had left him for 
the conſervation of the place, the divided the army into four bodies, giving the firſt 
to Menalippa, the ſecond to Arethuſa, and the third ro Amalthea, keeping the fourth 
her ſelf, with a defign to ſtorm the Town in four ſeveral places ; Menalzppa had order 
to give the alarm on her ſide, which was that we came in at, to draw the enemies thi. 
ther, while Orithia took a compaſs to fall on at her poſt, and while Amalthea, and Ave. 
tbuſa drew off to the right, and left hand, to make their aſſaults where they were ap. 

inted, You know that the fituation of this Town, which ſhe had formerly taken 
her ſelf, was not unknown to her, and that ſhe was acquainted with all the avenues, 
and the weakeſt places; for my part I deſired to fight near her, and leaving commands 
to them of riper years, I kept inſeparably with her, All things were executed as ſhe 
had given diretions, Mexa/zpps came up boldly ro the Town, and being preſently 
diſcovered by the ſentinels, gave a very hot alarm, faggots were inſtantly thrown in- 
tothe moat, and ſome ladders clapt to the walls, which (as it was belicved it would) 
made the greateſt part of the ſouldiers that were within run with all ſpeed unto that 
place : when Menalij pz had engaged them in fight, the followed the order that had 
been given her, and knowing that place whither moſt of the enemies forces were drawn, 
would be too difficult to be entred, before the reſt were aſſaulted, the managed the 
buſineſs diſcreetly, and contented her ſelf with holding them in play ; and drawing 
them thither more and more, without running on headlong to no purpoſe. In the 
mean time we arrived at our poſt, and Orithia cauſing the moat to be fill'd up in little 
time, and finding the curtine almoſt quite upmann'd, ſhe fer a ladder her (elf, and ca» 
led the walls with her ſword in her hand, as proud Capanews, that deſpiſer of the Gods, 
and of their thunder, did at the fiege of Thebes, or as ambitious Briarews clim'd moun- 
tains heaped upon one another to defeat the Gods. We followed her with a reſolution 
little different from her , and endeavoured to imitate a valour , whereof in ſpite of 
darkneſs, ſhe gave us a thouſand proofs. The place where we fell on, was not ſoun- 
furniſhed of ſouldiers to defend it, but that we found a ſtout reſiſtance ; yet Orivhis's 
courageovercame all difficulties, and after a combare obſtinately diſputed, many ladders 
beaten down under her, and a {tower of ſtones and arrows, ſuſtain'd upon her cas, 
and upon her ſhield, ſhe got to the top of the wall, and laying hold of one of the bat- 
elements threw her (elf lightly up ; then inftantly by a cry of viRtory, inviting us to 
follow 
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follow her, ſhe ſtruck aterror into thz hearts of our enemies, ' and preſently after ſent 
death amongſt them, both by the blows of her ſword, and by the falls ſhe gave them, 
from the top of the walls into the {treet ; as ſoen as they ſaw her, accompanied with 
a ſmall number of us, they loſt courage, and leaping down themſelves, or flying 
away in diſorder, left the wall without defence, and gave the reſt of our women leiſure 
toget up without any oppoſition ; within a ſhort ſpace all our Bripade was in the 
Town,and Orithia marching at the head of us all-bloody, led us ro thoſe places, where 
there was yet any reliftance, and charging the enemies in the rear, carried utter de- 
fruftion and deſpair amongſt them. Why ſhould I keep you ina needlefs relation ? the 
victory was ours on all ſides, and Menalippa having open'd herfſelt a way- by our a(- 
fiance, Amalihea and Areth»ſa found little oppolition, and were quickly gotten into 
the Town. Then it was, the ſtreets began to be overflowed with blood ; and thatour 
women glutted themſelves with the revenge they fo eagerly had thirſted after, AY the 
men were put to the ſword, nor was it in Oritbia's power to fave them from the fury 
of, our Viragoes; that was all her buſineſs, when ſhe found they no longer reſiſted, 
and though your intereſt had ſtirred up a molt violent anger in her, ſhe could not be- 
hold thoſe ſpefacles of cruelty, withour being touch'd wich much compation, She 
enquired every where for you, and promiſed pardon aloud, to whoſoever could bring 
her where you were. No body hearkened to heramid(t thoſe cries, that horror, and their 
firſt apprehenſions z but coming ro ſave the life of one who ſeemed ro be an Officer, 
- Madam (faid he) in requital of your goodneſs, I will do you a confiderable ſervice ; 
come preſently along with me, it you will prevent the death of your Queen, whom 
deſperate Neobarzanes is going (© kill with hisown hands, it you run not inſtantly to 
reſcue her, Orithia enraged as a Lionchs at this news, followed the man, and, promi- 
fing him exceſſive rewards,it ſhe could fave you,by his means was ſpeedily guided to this 
houſe, and got into your Chamber time enough, to do youa ſervice of the fame nature 
with thoſe you had already received from her. 

Scarce did I give Hippolita leiſure to make an end of this diſcourſe, but cried out, O 
Gods ! Hippol:ita, what doſt thou tell me ? was it Orontes then, to whom 1 am yet once 
more indebted for my life? was it Orontes himfelt, whom I ſaw do ſo many wonders 
for my faſety, at the head of our women? and was it Orontes, who projected, manaved, 
and executed this enterprize ? *T'was even Orontes himſelf ( anſwered Hippoliza) nor 
had he vaniſh'd from your f1-ht without making himſelf known, bur for tear of difſ- 
ptealing you, zfier the rizorous commancis you had laid upon him : believing, unfor- 
tunate man, that he had nut done enough for the expiarion of his crime; he came 
only to ſave you, not to preſent hiniſelt to you ; and though your Kind remorſe, and 
laſt inclinations were not unknown to him, he durſt not hazard himfeit in that PTCe 
ſence from whence you had baniſhzd him for ever. How, Hippelira (replied I extream- 
lIymoved) are not my laſt inclinations unknown to him ? and from whom &id he 
learn them? From me Madam (an{wered fhz coldly) to whom you imparted them. 
Whar, ſaid I (raiiing my voice with an angry tone) have you then told Oromter, my 
ſorcow for his abſence, and-the aff-Xion which | really have born him lince hi: depar- 
erie ? It iz true Madam (anſwered Hippolits) that T rold him all, to comfort him in his 
aflition, and to animate him in an enterpriz2 upon which your ſafety depended; the 
fidelicy of his Jove touch'd me with a ſenſe of pity, and | bzlizved I ought no longer 
to conceal his happinets from him who gave us hiz life ſo liberally. I am not able, 
Sir, to repreſent the trouble, theſe words produced in me, nor how much 1 was 
aſhamed tc ſeemy paſſion diſcovered, It was impoſlible for me to difſemble ir, and 
lookins upon Hippolitz with an angry eye, Ah! thou indiſcreet and difloyal wench 
(crizd I ) is this ghe care thou haſt of my reputation, and haſt thou made this uſe of 
a ſecret wherewith I ſofreely truſted thee ? haſt thou thus fixt an eternal reproach upon 
my daye:,and: wilt thou make me bluſh tor ever, for a fault which 1 diſcovered to none 
but thee alone ? Ah ! never hope for pardon from me, nor let him for whom thou 
halt dj:honoured me, ever expe any, for th? confuſion he makes me ſuffer by bis 
imprudence ; this laſt ſervice might have obtained ir, both forhis diſobedience, and 
for his former faults : but my repatation, whereof thou haft been fo laviſhly prodieal, 
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forbids ever to ſee him any more, who not content to have dif; lea®d me by his love, 
to have deceiv'd me by his diſguiſe, and to have diſobey'd me by his returry , hath 
known to my ſhame that: he had made me figh, that he had made me in love, and 
that he had made me fooliſh : Ah 1no Hippolita, let him never come before me again, 
if he be innocent of thy fault, he is guilty of mine, and I am reſolved yet once 
more to banifh him ; who to aggravate all vs crimes, hath Jearn'd from thy mouth, 
that I lov'd him ; 1 had rather put my ſelf again into the condition from which he 
hath delivered me, then be obliged to ſee him, becauſe I am engaged to him for my 
life ; go thy wayes cherefore indiſcreet Hippelita, go and repair thy fault, by forbidding 
him to ſee me, and reſolve either to free me from his fight, or to abſent thy (elf 
from mine for ever. I ended theſe words, with fo loud a voice, thar they were eafily 
to be heard into the next Chambers, and Hippolitz, who knew my weakneſs, and m 
firſt motions very well, ſeem'd but little moved with them : and when ſhe had heard 
me patiently, of a ſudden putting her handkerchief to her eyes, Ah! Madam, (fad 
'ſhe) how lawful is your anger; and *tis with a great deal of juſtice, The Gads 
have taken away this unfortunate man from your reſentment ; *ris well for him the 
deſtinies have call'd hinv hence, fince after ſo many ſervices you prepared him 
fo unworthy a recompence ; be no longer offended Madam, be no longer in choler 
againſt that unhappy man ; he is rather in a condition to draw tears from you, 
then imprecatious, and the death he hath newly ſuffered for you, ſecures him trom 
all your anzer, and ſatisfies you for all the offznces you have received from him. I was 
f troubled at this diſcourſe, that I could not permit the continuation of jt , and turn. 
ing ſuddenly toward Hippolita : How, (faid 1) Hippolita, is Orontes dead? He i:, Ma- 
dam, | ns Hippolita ſadly) and with my own eyes I ſaw him breathe out his life, 
of thoſe wounds he received, for your deliverance ; his blood hath waſh'd away our 
common faults, and his laſt words were the firſt he ſpake to me, to affure you that 
he dyed yours, and that he dyed with glory and fatisfaftion, fince he was ſo hap- 
y as to dye for you. Theſe words went ſo ncar me, that I loſt both ſenſe and know- 
</n and my ftrength forſaking me, I remain'd cold, and in a ſwoun in Hiffpolita's 
arms; ſhe would not call in help, but running to water that ſtood in my chamber, 
threw ſo much of it in my face, that ſhe fetch'd my ſpirits again; no ſooner did 1 
open my eyes and my mouth, but I employed them in tears and cryes, and not belie- 
ving my ſelf longer in an eſtate to diflemble my grief, cr rather my deſfair, 1 did all the 
ations, and ſpcke all the words that could be expe&ed from thoſe who »re moſt deep» 
ly touch'd wich it, Dear Orontes (cryed I) art thou dead then, and doth this wretched 
woman, wlio is indebted to thee for two lives, ſurvive thy death? Haſt thou yielded 
up that faithful Cul, which my ingratitude was not able to repulſe frem an atfe&ion 
I had fo little deſerved ? and didft thou return from thoſe places whither my cruelty 
had confined thee, to accompany the life thou re-gaveſt me, with the loſs of thine 
own ? Ah cruel ! If there were aneceſlity of thy dying, why dycdſt thou not far from 
hence, and of ſome death unknown to me? and why cameit thou, to open thoſe 
wounds again, by this laſt effe& of thy love, which time had already half - cloſed 
up ? I had ſuffered enough for thee before, and yer wouldeſt thou agyravate my for» 
rows by the laſt my heart was capable to feel? Yes, dear Orontes, this ſhall be the laſt 
of all my affli&ions, and if by my ingratitude I have made my ſelf unworthy of thy 
love, Iwill teſtifie ro thee by my death, that 1 am not inſenfible of that affeRion, 
wherewith thou mayſt lawfully upbraid me. I accompanied theſe word: with ſo many 
ſighs, that one muſt have been extream hard-hearted, not to be moved with ſome 
compaſſion ; but Hippolita uſed reproaches tome, in ſtead of conſolaticns, and abufing 
the aff:Ajon I bore her, You are too blame, Madam, (faid ſhe) to afflit your ſelf for 
athing you had before decreed, and whereof the Gods have 'fav'd yuu the labour ; *is 
much better that Orontes dyed 'of his wounds, then it you had kill'd him your ſelf, 
after this laſt ſervice he hath done you ; a ſecond baniſhmene would certainly have 
been his death ; you are at leaſt exempt from thoſe complaints, which you muſt juſtly 
have expeRted from him, and you ought not to bewail the loſs of that, which per- 
chance you would refuſe yer, if the Gods would reſtore it you. I took th:ſe words 
very 
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ill from Hippolita, and looking fidewayes upon her, Cruel girl (aid I) renew 
my ſorrows by thy reproaches ; and fince thou giveſt me my death by arecital, 
which thou mighteſt have diſguiſed from me, prepare thy (elf to ſee me part from 
thee for ever; thoucouldeſt have concealed, not only Orithia's death, but even her 

in alſo, it thou hadſt been ſo minded'; but fince thou wert willing her death 
ſhould be known to me , thou ought'ſt likewiſe to be willing I ſhould accompany 


her|to her grave ; never ſpeak word to me therefore of conſolation , but repreſene 
my ingratitude to me, if thou canſt, ina blacker and more hideous form ; to make 
my death the more ſorrowfu), and the more painful. Since Orontes is dead, I make this 


laſt true confeſſion, that I lov'd him,.and yet love his memory more then my (elt; and 
- though ' thy indiſcretion made me ſomething diſpleas'd with him , his laſt ſervices 
and ,my own inclination were able to have reconciled me, and 1. ſhould without 
doubt have pardoned all to my dear dliverer, to my dear Orizh1a, or rather to that 
dearer half of my own heart. Pardon her then Madam (faid a voice which I heard 
at my bed's head) pardon this, happy Orithia, who defpiſes all other wounds, ſince ſhe 
can dye of nothing but of love. Theſe words and the tone of the voice that ſpake 
them, made me caſt my eyes toward the place whence they came, and turning about 
I ſaw Orithia upon her knees, cloſe by the other fide of my bed, Ar thi: ſecond fur- 
iſe I was almoſt like to have fainted, as I had done at the former, and I was inſtant- 
ſs aſſaulted with ſuch different motions, that 1 remain'd in a manner void of under- 
anding. 1 was as ſenſible of joy fer Orontes his life, as it was fit in reaſon I ſhould 
be, but I was ſo vext tohave been ſo malicicutly deceived by- Hippolita, and ſo our of 
countenance, for having ſo openly declared a paſſion fo full of violence, to Orontes, 
that my ſhame and anger wanted nct much of equalling my fati-faftion; I was two 
or three ſeveral times ready to break forth into indignation, buth againſt Cr nies, 
and againſt Hipplita, to puniſh their laſt deceits, by an eternal baniſhment, and m 
own imprudence by the moſt ſenſible diſpleaſure I could polhibly receive, My ml 
was open to pronounce that laſt ſentence to Orontes, but my inclination, ſtrengthened 
by the laſt ſervice he had rendred me, was too powerful to ſuffer it, and beeing like. 
wiſe too weak to overcome my ſhame, and to declare my ſelt more openly, I continued 
in theſe terms; and thoſe two pallions being equally ſuſpended, kept me irreſclute, 
filent and immoveable. In the interim Orontes being (till upon his knees, and not daring 
to lift up his eyes towards my face, made an end of overcoming me by his words. 1 
come not, Madam (faid he) to draw any advantage from a confellion you have 
made in favour of mce: beſides that that happinets was above my hopes, 1 have 
made my felt unworthy of it by my deceits, and by my diſobediznce ; but my deceit; 
have not wanted puni(hment, though they might jultly have been exemprt-d, becauſe 
they wanted not excuſe ; nor is my diſovedience without ſome prerence, 1ince that I 
might not fail in performing the command wherewith you torbad mee ever to ſee you 
again upon your territories, | have ſtaid till you were upon your enemies, before 1 
preſented my ſclf unto you ; not that 1 am innocent, Maqgam, I confeſs 1 am truly gvil- 
ty, fince | have offended you ſo many ways, and my ſervices ar2 too hivhly rewarded 
| by thoſe tears, which the opinion of my death hath drawn from your fair eyes, all 
. my blood 15 not of ſuſhcient value to repay them, ani a thouſand ives, it-the Gods 
had given me ſo many, could not acquit me of any part of ſo hi2h an obligation ; 
I come to ſubmit the remainder of that one I have, to the remainder of your diſplea- 
ſure. I come to lay at your feet that life which ſhall never be but yours, and I- will 
leave it there for your f(atisfaftion ; rather then Janguiſh it out in abſence from ycu: 
Envy me not the fclicity the gods have granted me, and be not angry, that from 
the mouth of Hippoliza, and from your own, I have learn'd that you have had 
ſome ſenſe of my misfortunes ; tis a happineſs, which only your goodneſs, and the pu- 
rity of my affeRion could procure me, but *ris alſo a bappineſs, whereof I will never 
make my ſelf unworthy by my a&ions, and which 1 will receive as a mercy which 
I had neither deſerved nor pretended to, He ſaid a great deal more, and I gave him 
leafure enough, being in a confafion, which made me unable to reply, and which 
ſcarce would ſuffer me to look upon him; I floated a long time very much res 
olv' 
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ſolved, and was in a conflit berween love and ſhame, which did not trouble 
licele, and which put Orontes into no ſmall perplexity ; but alais! 1 had fo greagan 
inclination.to him, he had ſo many wayes obliged me, and accompanied his words 
with ſuch a grace, that at laſt .1 delivered up my arms, and putting forth my han 
him, with a bluſh which baſhfulneſs caſt upon my face, You have got the vi 
Orontes (aid 1) but abuſe nor your conqueſt, and ſpare my mouth a more ample 
feſſion. Gratitude, pity, and even my inclination, forced theſe words from me 
I was ſo ont of countenance when 1 had ſpoken them, that not.having the confidence 
to look upon him, I rurn'd my head on the other fide, while Orontes, raviſh'd with his 
fortune, imprinted a thouſand kiffes upon my hand, which 1 had given him, and b 
words full of rarture, expreſſed the violence of his paſſion 3 bur I could not ſettle my 
ſelf, nor digeſt rhe fault which I committed, and notwithſtanding the joy which his 
recovery, and hisconſtancy cauſed in me, whe® I remembred that it was a Man, to 
whom | granted that advantaxe ; 1 who above all other women had particular reaſons 
to hate men , who ought to have fled from them by the example of all my predeceſ. 
fors, and who could not ſuffer them without the violation ct our Laws, and the lok 
of my Dominions, or withour quitting the re(clution 1 had taken to exempr my elf 
from the immodeſty of our cuſtoms, 1 was in fuch a perplevity, and confution as you 
can hardly 'magine, In the end I made an attempt to overcome my ſhame, and to get 
out of that deep abafhment z and while Oronte, tipon his knees continued to make pro. 
teſtations of an cternal fidelity, with more tranſ;ort, then coherence in bis diſcourſe, 
I curn'd rowards him, and pulling back my hand, which 1 had let him hold till then, 
I ſpok to him on this manner. I know not Vrontes, which way I ſhould carry my elf 
to you; norin whatterms I can declare the condition of my foul, After what you 
have heard from my own mouth, I can no longer ſay you are indifferent to me z but 
if this accident, and Hippolita's indiſcretion, had not Jaid open my thuughts, you 
ſhould never have known them; and if my ſenſe of the obligations I have to you, had 
not been as powerful in my heart, as my inclination, I ſhould never have conſented to 
ſee you, after your knowledge of my weakneſs ; it is now but too-much diſcovered 
toyou. and 1 would it pleaſed the Gods, that wich the power I had over my {If be. 
fore, 1 had loſt a life which I can no longer preſerve in its firſt eftate, and n irs firſt in- 
nocence ; not that this affetion, wherewith I recompence the «ff<Ct+ of yours, and 
which 1 can no more difſemble, hath any thing in it imp ure, or unb-{ceming an ordi- 
nary vertue ; but yer it is very faulty, ſince it overthrows our | aws, crofles the laſt 
command: of the Queen my Mather ; and,in ſhort, reduces me to fuck terms, that | 
n** ther know what ! vuyht to do, nor what will become of me. The Gods who have 
ſuff-red the birth: of it (hall, if they pleaſe,take that care ot its yrogre(*, which 1 give over 
to them, and will ackncwledye, lince chey arcall juſt and clear-{t»hiced, that I cannot 
keep to the ſtritne(s of our Laws, withour oftending more natural, and more ancient 
ones, which they have eſtabliſhed amonyſt us ; nor be an cxa& Amazon, without being 
an unſenſible and an ungratefvul woman. I defire you allo Ormtes, to contider ir, and to 
be ſo careful not to make an ill uſe of the fault you cauſe me to commir, what I ne- 
ver may have any ccca{ion to repent it. 1 ended thele words with ſo mach confuſion, 
that I ſcarce knew what Idid, and Ormtes received them with fo great ſhew of joy, 
that of a long time he was nct able to anſwer me otherwiſe, then in that confuſed 
Janguage wherew'th he had already entertained me, and which gave me a fuller afſu- 
rance of kis paſſion, then the moſt eloquent expreſſicns cou:d have done ; but when 
he had a tle recovered that firit inward trouble, he ſpoke ro me on this manner. 
The Gods are my witneſſes, Madam, that I arrive this day at that ſupreme devree of 
happineſs, which.l never propoſed unto my felt as other, then a prize above any rea- 
ſonable hope, and that I would not change a part of my fortune for all the, advan- 
rages of theirs ; and I conjure them alſo to throw me down headlong from this glo- 
ry, to which your goodneſs raiſes me, it {ince 1 had the honour to (erve you, I ever 
cheriſh'd, or conſidered my lite, for any other reaſon, then becauſe *rwas yours, and it 
ever cither fears, or difficulties have alienated my thoughts from you for a moment. 
Both in my firſt felicities, and in my laſt misfortunes, I alwayes Icoked upon you a3 
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my,only Divinity, and as my Divinity juſtly provoked to wrath, and T conſider you 
now as her who cqually (hews both «the power and the goodneſs of that Divine Na- 
6 Continue therefore to be all good, as you ſhall ever be all powerful ; and if 
yol think you are guilty of any fault in having abaſed your ſelf to a perſon fo Fr: [e 
rthy of your afte&ion, think alſo that if any exceſs be pardonable, *ts tha: of 
pier from that alone will I receive all your tavours, and not from an ac:nc w- 
edgement to which you are not obliged coward him, whole ſervices were all requited, 
by\the glory of having done you them. I conſider with you the greatneſs of what you 
ava done for me, and the obſtacles the heavens oppoſe againſt my higheſt happincf: ; 
but ſince they have hitherto favoured me with ſuch extraordinary mercies, they will 
likewiſe\afſiſt me to the end, and 1 from them hope for a concluſion of my love, as 
fortunate as the beginnings of ic have been wonderful ; be but you pleaſed, Madam, 
not to oppoſe what they ſhall do fer me, (provided neither your vertue, nor your dig- 
nity be ingaged) and ſuffer me t& live with you as Orith4ia, till they ſhall produce oc- 
cafions whereby I may hope for a final change of my condition, 1 will live near you 
with all the reſpe& Orontes ows unto Thaleſtris, from which Orithis, by your conſent, 
has ſometimes been excuſed, and briefly I will remember 1am Orzntes, that 1 may no 
longer pretend to thoſe favours, which you heretofore granted to Orithiz, Orontes made 
an end of theſe words without ſtirring from the poſture in which he had fill con- 
tinued, and ] found in themſo much love, ſo much refpe&t, and (if 1 dare fay fo) 
much juſtice, that I could refuſe him nothing he demanded. I ſhould be too tedicus in 
my ſtory, it I ſhould repeat all our diſcourſes upon that ſubje&, the whole morning 
was ſpent in them, and at laſt I conſented he thould ſtay with me under the habit of 
Orithia, ſince his age might yer ſuffer him for ſome time, upen condition he ſheuld 
content himſelf with ſceing me, and talking with me, without hoping for greater 
favours. Aﬀter this permiſſion, he appeared ſo well fati:fied, that he could hardly 
contain his joy, and having endeavoured to expreſs it a thouſand wayes, he beg'd my 
ardon for the deceit of Hippolita, 1 was no longer able to refuſe it him, bur granted 
it, after a gentle reproof, When we had converſed a great while, I defired that Oror- 
- tes, inſtead of the faigned adventures he formerly had told me, would then relate 
the truth of thoſe that had befallen him, as well before vur acquaintance, as fince our 
ſeparation. As ſoon as I expreſſed that curioiity, he was ready toobey me, and fitting 
down by my bed fide, began thus : 

I ſhallnot need to tell you again Madam, that my name is Orontes, and that Tam 
Prince of the Maſſagets, and Nephew to the King of Scythia, upon whom that Province 
depends : You know theſe truths already; and concerning my birth, 1 have nothing 
more to inform you. Neither will Ienlarge my elf in the particulars of my infancy, 
which are not at all conſiderable, and whereof the recital would be troubleſome and 
impertinent ; 1 will only ſay, that 1 was bred up in the Court of the King my Uncle, 
with his Son Orondates, a young, Prince whom the heavens have endow:d with all the 
advantageous qualities they can beſtow, and who (if the effe& anſwer to thoſe hopes 
he hath already given, and to the beginnings of his life) mult needs be now one of the 
moſt accompliſhed menupon the earth. I was conſtantly with him all the time I lived 
among the Scythians, and having been an inſeparable companion in all his exerciſes, 1 
was fo likewiſe of his firſt ations, and was ſo happy as to receive all the proofs of his 
friendſhip I could defire ; to ſay the truth, I bore himſuch an aff:&ion as would not 
ſuffer me to part from him, and having mo Father whoſe authority could recall me 
from the Court of the King my Uncle, I there ſpent my younger years with a great 
deal of pleaſure and fatisfaftion ; and was not yer ſixteen , when the King having 
raiſed a mighty Army to go againſt Darizs, who had pafſed the Araxis with two 
hundred thouſand men, took his Son along with him in that expedition; I was too 
firmly tied to him, and already too emulous of glory, to ſtay behind art 1ſe4o2 while 
he went to the wars, wherefore I departed with the whole Court, and the King put- 
ing me (as young as I was) at the head of the Forces of my Country, gave me leave 
to begin my apprentiſhip 'under ;him. I will not relate the particulars of that war : 
There were two battels given, whereof the advantage was uncertain, and the —_ 
ceeding 
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c eeding great on koth ſides; There paſs'd many encounters, and many skirmithes, ang 
in thoſe occalions Orondatcs and I made our firlt eflay:. For his part he ja 
things whoſe memory {till Iaſt-, :and will for ever,amoug the Scythians ; and 1 may 
without vanity, that in my beginnings I had ſuccels enough, and eain'd fome reputay. 
on. Inthe end, Darns weakned” by the decay of his forces, which were waſted 
fighting and by licknets., repaſ#d the Arazis over many bridges of boats which 
cauſed to be provided, and King Mathexs gave order we ſhould paſs it after him, 
and make the ſeat of the war in his territories. 1 was one of the forwardeft to © 
him, and marching at the head of my troops, I enzavged my felt with them irthat 
paſſage; where | ſuffered (as it ir hath'tince proved) a happy ſhipwack, and died in the 
opinion of all thoſe that knew me. Scarce had I croſsd part of the river, when the 
boats whereof our bridge was compos'd, being broke looſe from one another, the 
planks ſunk under us, and the foremolt of my men fell with me into the ſtream, which, 
as I believe, devoured a great many of them. The weight of my arms, though they 
were not very heavy, carried me to the buttom, and. within a while after the force of 
the water brought me up again; I had learn'd to ſwim from my child-hood, and 
endeavoured to make uſe of that «killtofave my ſelf, Ir fortun'd that 1 was arm'd that 
day rather for ſhew and eaſineſs, then ſervice ; and ſcorning arms of better proof, f 
had only a little Moricn ſet with ſtones, and a thin back and breſt enrich'd on the 
fame falhion., that lightneſs of my arms was a great help ro my ſafety, and though 
they were heavy enouyh to trouble and hinder me very much in my ſwimming, yet 
did they not drown me, as without queſtion thoſe would have done which I wore 
commonly upon ſervice. I no ſooner 'aw my felt above water, but I inſtantly imploy- 
ed the ſtrength of my arms, and of my breath, to reach the neareſt bank ; 6H 
river was ſo broad, and ſo rapid, that after having vainly atrempted it, I 1- rhe hope 
of getting thither, and feeling my ttrength and my breath fail me, ſo that | was nor 
able to ſtruggle againſt the violence of the waves, I ſuffered my felt to be carried aws 
by the current -without reſiſtance, and ſwam with more caſe, but with les hope of 
ſafety; after I had ſtriven a white longer for'my life, my arms were fo tired, that they 
refuſed me their afſiltance, and the heavinels of my wet clothes and of my armour, 
being no longer ſupportable, ſunk me. often to the bottom, and made me ſwallow 
a great, deal of water, I had neverthele(s this happincſs that my ſenſes forfook me 
'not in that extremity; and being at that tim: exempt from all thoſe paſſions rhac 
cag?make one hate or deſpiſe his lite, I had no other thought but how 1 might fave 
mige. I was already in deſpair of 'it, and was hardly able to ſtir any longer, when 
wEw4l juſtled by ſomething that beat me under water, and preſently after coming 
"apain, and caſting my arms on every fide, 1 met with a piece of wood, which | 
catch*d at with all the ſtrength I had left, and joyning my right hand to my letr, rather 
through inſtin&, then reafun, 1 laid hold of the edge of a board, and by that help gct 
my head and ſhoulders out of the water, Though thar 1 had drunk in, had taken 
away part of my underſtan/'ing, yet had I ſo much till as to obſerve I held by cne of 
the boats of the Bridze, which bcing untied from the reſt, was carried down the 
{tream; 1 hung faſt upon th* edge of it a long while, not havins ſtrength enough to 
get into it, but when | had reſted a while in that poſture, and recovered, breath, I made 
a ſhittto raiſe my ſelt a lictie; and recalling all the vigour 1 had left, I eſcaped out of 
the water, and got into the boat 3 as ſoon as T was there, not being able ſo much as 
to ſtand upon my lens, 1 lay all a'on”, ard giving my ſelf over to the condo of the 
gods, and tg th: current of the river, I b gan to take breath after my long ſtrugling, 
and *o coaſt rp rartof the water I had ſwallowed ; within a little after it grew night, 
and that bincred me from ſeeing the banks or the way I went, The river being very 
impetuous carried me away exceeding ſwiftly, and having neither oar to row unto 
the 1d2, nor ſtrength to make uſe of it, though I ſhould have had one, 1 was necefli- 
tate ro Jer it follow the courſe of the ſtream, at the pleaſure of my deſtiny. till the 
retit of day, and of my ftrenyth; I was fo extreamlv weaken'd that a food part of 
the night was ſpent before I was able to ſtand upon my feet , bur beſide; my wearineſs, 
} ſuffer'd very mich in many other reſpe&+; the wetneſs and coldneſs of my clothes, 
which 
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which I was fain to endure all the night, together with exceſſive pains in my head and 
my ſtomach, caus'd by the water which was got into my belly, and which I could not 
well get up again, brought me to faintings, wherein I was like to have died for want 
of help. In the mean time the boat went down very faſt, and the night was not quite 
ſpent, before I was above 11x hundred furlongs from the place where I fell in. At laſt 
- day appeared, and with it my hopes returned, and ſome part of my ſtrength, I far 
up, and looking about roward the banks on both fides, could ſee no body; I was 
carried away in the fame manner above an hour longer, and in the end I perceived the 
{moke of a few chimnies, and caſting my eyes towards the ſhore on the fide of Perſia, 
I faw certain men walking ; the Sun was already riſen, and the day being fair, and 
clear, they ealily diſcovered my boat ; I got up with much ado, and judging I was too 
far off to be heard, belides that the nuiſe of the waves wou d not ſuffer my voice to 
reach to the bank, I litt up my hands as high as I could, and then bringing them down 
again wich a beſeeching aCtion, I continued a long time begging help from them by 
figns. In the end they underſtood them, and two men getting into a little boat, which 
was tied to their bank, began to come ſtraight toward me; as they drew nearer 1 
redoubled my ſigns, and though I was carried down very (wittly, they rowed fo hard 
that they quickly overtook me ; They lai-i huld of my boat, and taking me into 
theirs, turned back to the ſhore from whence they came : we there found a venerable 
old man, who judging by my habit that I was of quality, received me with a great 
deal of reſpe&, and affeCtion ; I, with a tew words in their language, which I ſpoke 
reaſonably well, gave him thanks for th: obligation I had to them, and promiſed 
them all the requital they could expe& from a grateful perſon; but the old man who 
was unwilling to oblige me to the halves, ſeeing me benumm'd with cold, and that 
I was hardly able to ſtand, caus'd the two men who had brought me to land; to take 
me under the arms, and lead me to his Houſe, which was not above a hundred paces 
from the place where we were. 1 was preſently gotten to bed, and the good old man 
having obſerv'd the richneſs of my arms, cauſed them to be carefully lock'd up in my 
chamber, for fear the ſtones that were ſet in them, ſhould tempt ſome of his ſervants 
when I was in bed he felt my pulſe, and found mein a violent feaver, and though I 
was of a r:aſonable ſtrong conſtitution, I had labored ſo extreamly toſave my ſelf, 
and had ſuff:red ſo much by being cold, and wet all night, that I think it not ſtrange 
if my health was thereby impaited. My charitable friend ſent to the next Town, ' for 
Phylicians to undertake my cure, and affired me that he would be as careful 
of me himſelf, as if I were his own ſon. The etfe&s were anſwerable to his promiſes, 
and during all my ſicknefs, which was long and dangerous, I was waited upon as if 
[ had been in my own houſe, and amongſt my moſt attefionate Kindred ; T he good 
old man viſited me as often as I could admit him without inconveniency ; and he 
gave me his aſſiſtance ſo civilly, and fo courteouſly, that I ſhall never forget ſuch 
powerful! obligations. He was a man of no inconſiderable qualiry , who having 
ſpenthis youth in the war with much eſteem and reputation ; was in his age retired to 
that houſe, the ſituation, and building whereof was very pleafant, and wherein he liv'd 
ſo quietly, that he ſcarcely heard ſo much as the noiſe of arms ; his diſcretion was 
ſuch that he never ask*d me my name nor my country, and I made no great haſte to 
tell him them, fearing he would fall off from his affefion, and good uſage, when 
he ſhould once know me to.be an enemy to his Nation. This doubt kept me from 
ſending my own party word what was become of me, not having any body whom 
I durſt truſt with ſuch a meſſage, and I reſolv'd to ſtay there tilll were recovered, with= 
out ſaying any thing, fince the Gods had made me fall into the hands of ſochari- 
table perſons. I will not hold you, Madam, in.the tedious relation of my ficknel*, 
nor how I paſſed my time while it for'd:me to keep my bed ; all my theughts which 
fince have nobly chang'd their nature, were then bent upon nothing but the recovery 
of my health; I will only tell you, that 1 kept my bed above fix weeks, and that of a 
moneth after I was not. able to get on horſe-back, nor to endure the hardthip of, a 
Journey. As ſoon as I began to walk about my chamber, my Landlord, whole name 
was Araſpes, often afforded me his company , and being of a gentle converſation, 
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he made me paſs many days delightfully enough. Although he enquired but little 
afrer the Armies, yet being but a ſmall days journey from them, and having two ſons 
there, he often heard news from thence ; I had been almoſt two moaneths in his houſe, 
when he told, me the Scythian Army was repaſling the Araxis to return home, and 
that the Perfians were retiring alſo, This news troubled me very much, ſeeing my 
ſelf left behind alone in a ftrange Country, and that within our enemies dominions . 
but I'was comforted by my knowledge of 4raftes his virtue, whom 1 believ'd fo gene: 
rous, that he would not alter his former uſage, though he ſhould come to know me, 
When I was able to legve my Chamber, he carried me up and down his houſe, the 
lodgings whereof were very fair, and the ſymmetry «kiltully compoſed. One day, 
which | ought to call the firſt of my life, though it was the firſt of my pains, and of 
thoſe happy ſuffrings for which I now ſee my (elf fo glorioutly rewarded, the good 
old Araſpes led me into a gallery beautified with divers piftures : after having viewed 
many rare ones that bung on the one fade, we turn'd to the other, where were the pi. 
. Rures of certain women drawn to the lite, which preſently attrait-d my light, and 
admiration ; I asked Araſpes the names of thoſe fair Ladies ; you may ſee them all at 
the bottom of their pi&urez, (aid he) and to inform you how they came into my 
hands, know that I have a fon in Darizs his Army, who hath done nothing but travel 
from his child-hood ; there are few Provinces in the world, which his curiofiry hath 
nat made him vilit, and becauſe that among ſome of thoſe qualities the gods have 
given him, he is reaſonable good at painting, he took care tc) draw the pifures of 
the faireſt, and muſt conſiderable Ladies of thoſe places where he made any ftay; and 
of.thoſe whoſe piftures he could not take himſelf, he found means to get them of 
the moſt excellent painters in their ſeveral Countries, and at his return he dreſsd 
this gallery with them as you ſee. This diſcourſe invited me to look more intentively 
the faces of thoſe eminent perſons, and caſting my eyes upon the meaneſt, I aw 
a Lady full of Majefty, and in whom notwithſtanding the number of her years, one 
might obſerve remainders of an excellent beauty, and underneath Syſizambis Queen of 
Perfia. From that venerable perſon I turn'd unto the next, in whoſe face I found a great 
deal of handſomne(s, and an extraordinary ſweetneſs ; by the reading of. her name, 4 
found it was Stitirz Queen of Perſia, wife ty Daris, A little below theſe two Queens, 
T looked upon two faces, whoſe beauties were as different as brown and fair can be, 
yet in that difference agreed to appear equally the Maſter-pieces of the gods, who never 
formed any thing fuller of perfe&tion, and if the Painter flatter'd them nor, *cwas 
neceſſary to confeſs that Nature had ſet forth all her $kill in the making of thoſe two 
admirable ſtrufures ; I was nor fo fardazled with the fight of them, but that I read 
their names, and ſaw they were Statira, and Pariſatis, Princeſſes of Perſia. Aﬀeer theſe 1 
ſaw Barſina the Daughter of Artabaſus, Roxana the Daughter of Cohortanus, and Aſpaſis 
the Daughter of King Occhis, and of a great many other Perſian Ladies. Araſpes and 
his ſon had placed thoſe of their own Country firſt, and next to them 1 ſaw a Lady 
whoſe ſtately preſence, and ſparkling eyes witneſſed the ambition of her minde, and the 
vivacity of her wit ; it was Olimphas Queen of Macedonia, and by her Cleopatra her ri- 
val and Miſtreſs to King Philip the father of Alexander, When I had confidered the 
countenances of theſe Ladies, I beheld two whom 1 inftantly knew, apd whom the 
Painter had very juſtly rank'd among the faireſt of all the world, they were Berenice 
Princeſs of Scythia, -and Stratomice Prince(s of the Iſſedoms, 1 was much pleas*d with the 
fight of a perſon to whom 1 had the. honour to be very near, and looking heedfully 
upon her, I judged by the reſemblance of that piRure to the true Berenice, that the 
Painter was excellent in his art, and that without queſtion he had made the reſt very 
like who were unknown to me. Aﬀter theſe I ſaw Adz Queen of Cariz, and Cleophs 
Princeſs of the Muſſegnes, and truly I obſerved in thoſe two Princeſſes all the features 
of an exat beauty ; but 1 fixt my eye more earneſtly upan the face of a woman arm'd 
at all points, and who diſcovering only a part of it through the beaver of her Ca 
which was ſet up, ſhew'd me all the Jincaments of a pleafing fiercencfs, and of a 
look able to imprint both fear and reſpet; The extraordinary faſhion of her habit, 
cauſed an impatience in me to know her name, which I ſaw to be Minotbea, Quenet 
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the Am 1zoms,after T had read that,I kept my eyes a while upon her ; but,O gods ! ſcarce 
had | taken them off, when I caft them upon the pifture of my divine Thalgſtris ; your 
age ſeem'd nct to be above thirteen, or fourteen, and yet you were arm'd as the Queen 
your Mother, excevt your head, which was quice uncovered, and whcſe fair hair hung 
down in long trefſes upon your ſhoulders, and ſo ro the bottom of your coat of Arms, 
One of your hands was laid upon a table, where your helmet flood, and in the other 
you he'd a dart, the ”m_ wheregt reſted upon one of your feet : 1 will not tell you what ; 
my thuughts were of youat that time, being you arenot ignorarit what they have been 
fince, nor will I deſcribe the beauty I tound in a pifture, whercof by the favour of the 
gpds, and by your goodneſs, I may contemplate, and admire the Original g but I will 
unfeignedly atfſure you, that from that very mement I began ro be yours, and to frame 
deſigns ro ſerve you : all the other beauties, though they had drawn my admiration, had 
not yet won my affe&ion; and I looked upon them with an indifference, which 1 could 
no longer keep, when I beheld you: *Tis true my paſſion ſettled not it ſelf in my hearr 
with violence at the firſt, nor do I believe a piftare able to beger love ſo powerlully, 
but in effe&t 1 in my opinion preferr'd you far before all the reſt, and I thought 1 ſhould 
be moſt happy, if I could finde the occaſions to ſee you, and ſerve you. I had often 
heard talk of your cuſtoms, and judging that a man could not introduce himſelf 
amongſt you without much danger, and difhculty, 1 defired to know of Arafpes which 
way his ſon had gotten your pi&ures, fince men were ſo ſtritly forbidden to enter in- 
to your territori:s. For all that, anſwered Arofpes, this ventrous boy lived man 
moneths among. thzm, where his youth, and a womans habit, wherewith he was diſ- 
guiſed, made him paſs for one of their ſex, and gave him all the facility he could defire 
to ſatisfie his fooliſh curiofity, Araſpes had no ſooner ſaid thus to me, but I preſently 
formed a confuſed, unſettled defign of what I-after executed, and when I had dif- 
courſed a while longer with him, of what he had learn'd from his fon, concerning 
your cuſtoms and che ſeverity of your laws, I retired, into my chamber. After that 
timeI ſaw that lovely piCture every day, and when I was from it, the remembrance of 
that obj<& troubled my minde, and cauſed ſome'diſquietneſs in me. 1 refiſted a long 
while, and endeavoured by divers arguments to oppoſe the birth of my affe&ion, but 
either the force of my deſtiny, or the fanfie of my youth carried it againſt the conſfide- 
ration of all dithcultiesz and knowing that .our Army was return'd into Scythia, and 
that there was no hope of overtaking it; I having no paſſion, nor powerful reafon to 
recall me into my own country, reſolv'd to play a trick of youth, and take a turn 
Into your dominions, to ſee whether the Painter had not flattred you, and whether 
the beauties of your minde, were correſpondent to thoſe of your body. Since Araſpes 
his ſon (aid I to my (elf) hath dared it, and executed it, what ſhould hinder me 
from undertaking it ? ſhall I have leſs courage, and leſs cunning then he, and ſhall 
not I do that for ſo lovely a Prince, which he did to fatisfie an unprofitable curiof- 
ty? What reaſon obliges me to return into Scythia, and what reaſon forbids me to 
form my ſelf in forreign countries, to many things which are befitting perſons of 
my quality ? am I of an age to make a retreat, and to do nothing but after a mature 
deliberation ? No, no, Orontes, *tis a ſhame to fear, thou muſt be bold, and hazard 
ſomthing, thou art of an age wherein follies are pardonable, and it thou foreſeeſt an 
difficulty in thy enterprize, thou ſhalt alſo gain glory by overcoming it ; if thou mult 
needs love, *tis beſt to love ſomthing great, and extraordinary ; the gods favour ad- 
ventrous defigns ; and they have given thee ſpirit enough to drive all obſtacles before 
thee, In this reſolution I waited for my perfe& health, and for the* recovery of my 
ſtrength, and when |! fel my ſelf in ſuch a condition that I might undertake the voy- 
age within a while, I was willing to repay the kindneſs 1 had received from Araſfes, 
by a truſt ro which he had ſufficiently obliged me z his diſcretion had been very re- 
markable, in hiding the defire it was probable be mighe have tro know me, and I 
thought thag without being ingrateful I could no longer conceal my ſelf from him, 
nor-diſtruſf man to whom I was indebted for my life. To that end being one day 
alone with him in my chamber, after ſome other diſcourſe. Father (faid I) I were the 
moſt unworthy of all men living, if I ever ſhould: loſe the remembrance of your fa- 
Oo 2 yours, 
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vours, and IT were moſt ingrateful, and uncivilif any fear, or any conſideration ſhould 
withhold me from paying what I ow you. 1 confeſs I am obliged ro you for my lite, 
but I mnſt let you know that your generoſity is yet more commendable then you ima- 
ginc ; and that in thinking to fave a man, you have fav'd an enemy to your coun- 
trey, and one of thoſe who came to bring the war into your territories. Yes, Araſpes, 
I ama Scythian, and not to fruſtrate you of thoſe advantages you may hope for by 
_ this encounter, I will tell you that I am born a Prince ; after the obligations I have to 
you, I will not make you loſe the rights that you have upon! your Priſoner : I am ſo, 
Araſpes, and 1 proteſt to you by all the gods, that I will not depart from you without 
your permiſſion, and that if you reſtore me my liberty, I will pay you my ranſom 
with all the acknowledgement you can hope for from a Prince, whom yon have deli- 
vered fromdeath. Araftes was aftoniſhed at this diſcourſe, as he ſhewed by ſome altera- 
tion that appeared in his countenance, but his vertue was not ſhaken by it, and havin 
looked upon me with more reſpe& then he had formerly, Sir, (faid he) though | 
had known all this, before thoſe ſmall ſervices I have done you, it ſhould not have di- 
miniſhed any thing of that affe&ion wherewith I did them, but would only have 
obliged me to render more exaftly, what is due to a perſon of your quality. I will 
never conſider you as a Priſoner, nor as an Enemy, neither will I pretend to any other 
advantage by this encounter then the glory of having ſerv'd a vertuous Prince, and one 
who vouchſafes to acknowledg it. After theſe words he fpake many others ſo full 
of generofity, that I was troubled at my being fo little able to requite him. We had 
a long contcftation, and ſecing I could not overcome his civility, I rook-my arms out 
of a trunk whereof he had delivered me the key, as ſoon as he ſaw me ſomthing 
better ; the ſtones wherewith they were inriched, were worth above thirty talents, 
and having then nothing to offer him in requital of his kindneffes, 1, with very affe. 
Rionate intreaties, prayed him to accept them, but he obſtinately refuſed; and dif. 
ſwaded me with powerful reaſons, that I was compelled to moderate my preſent, and 
to keep back part of what I offred him ; I will never ſtir from hence, while I live (aid 
I) unleſs you take ſomthing of that I preſent you ; That fon, whoſe curioſity is fo 
praife-worthy, ſhall for my ſake one day wear this curaſs which I give him, and tince 
you will limit the liberality of a Prince, far from his own Country, and who per- 
chance may ſuffer ſome want in a journey he means to andereake, by pleas'd to ſend 
one of your ſervants to the Town to ſell ſome of the ftones of my Cask, and to 
mea horſe, and arms of Tower price; *cs the only means I have to furniſh my 
for a youthful voyage which 1 will make you acquainted with before my departure, 
Notwithſtanding all the reaſons Araſpes could alledge, to put off the preſent I urged 
upon him, yer was he conſtrained to accept it, with proteſtations to keep it for ever 
to him and his, as a mark of my exceflive acknowledgment, and of the good fortune 
he had to ſerve me, I told him my name, my quality, and the accident that had 
brought me Mto his hands, and then the defire I had, to take a different way from 
that of our Army, and to go by his ſon's example, to vitt the Amazons, whoſe Prin- 
ceſs had touch'd me with an earneſt longing to know ber more particularly ; he ar- 
gued againſt that deſign with very ſpecious reaſons , and repreſented thoſe dangers 
which ought to have diflwaded me, but when he found I was wilfully bent upon 
it, and that he ſtrove in vain to divert me, he would not ſuffer me to undertake 
that voyage alone, but told me his youngeſt ſon ſhould accompany me , fince he 
was then at home, and that his age was capable of a diſguiſe like mine. I reccived 
this offer very joyfully, and being extreamly farisfied wich the behaviour and vertue 
of that young man, Iembraced him as the future companion of my adventures, and 
gave way that his father ſhould command him to go and take order for our equipage, 
he carried my cask to the next Town, and returned the day after with handfom arms, 
two good horſes, and cight talents in gold. I gave fonr of them to the ſervants that 
had waited on me during my ficknefs, and left the other four to Laſcandſy ( that was 
the name of the youth who was togoalong with me) to defray our expences. I had 
alſo ſome rings of good value, which I reſerv*d for my utmoſt neceflities. Aﬀer having 
taken this order for my departure, I took leave of good Apaftes, ro whom 1 _ 
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thouſand proteſtations of an everlaſting friendſhip, and of a perfe&t requital of his 
favours, in the perſon of his ſon,” and of all that had any relation to him, if it were in 
my power to oblige them, He ſhed ears at our going away, and accompanied us with 
wiſhes and'prayers for our proſperity. We went on this manner from his houſe, and 
rook our way through Hyrcania and BaGriqna, Not totronble you with the particu- 
lars of my voyage, which are ot no conſequence, I croffed over unknown countries 
without any conſiderable adventure, and, during all my journey, I entertain'd my («If 
with the pleaſing remembrance your pifnre had left me. * ſomerimes thought with 
my ſe]f, that perchance the Painter had flattered you, that perhaps 1 might find you 
very different from your piture; this thonght did not a little perplex me, but when 
I remembred that of Bererite and Stratonice whom he hidd ſo naturalty repreſenred, 
l imagined that he had done as well in yours. But howſoever (faid TI though this 
Princeſs ſhould not prove o fair as her pifture, and that ſhe be not beautiful enough 
to confirm me in the affeCtion her picture hath beeun in me, my voyage willnot be 
altogether unprofitable, and I ſhall inſtru& my ſelf in forraign parts, concerning many 
things I ſhould not have learr'd in Scyzthia, Our apparel was ſuitable to the habit of 
the Countries where we paſs'd ; Laſcaris was perfeR in the languages , and I had 
knowledge enough in them, to paſs freely through all Darizs his Dominions, We 
came into Cappadocia, and having travelled through part 6f ic, we got ar laſt unto 
your frontiers. Before we entred into your territories, we bought our ſelves wo- 
men's clothes, and having put them on, went ftraight to the chief City of Themiſcira, 
where we arrived, within a ſhort time, and took a Todging, not loiig before the 

en your Mother began her march againft the Ciliczans, We had very little trouble 
to difſemble our ſex, neither of us being then cighteen years 'old, and being both 
cunning enough. in concealing our felves, and in avoiding thoſe miſtakes that might 
have diſcovered us. The firſt time ſaw you was at the Temple, but 1 found your 
beauty ſuch, that my eyes were dazled with it, and my heart not only confirm'd in 
its inclinations towards you, but mortally wounded, or rather utterly loſt in that paſ- 
fion which till then had ſpared it ; The changes of my countenance were almoſt like 
to have given ſome knowledg of my inward pain to thoſe that ſtood near me,and when 
paſſing by me as you went out of the Temple you afforded me a nearer view of thoſe 
admirable features which the Painter had but imperfectly repreſented, I was nor far 
from cafting my ſclt at your feet, and diſcovering the nature of my love, by ſome 
ſtrange cffe& of it ; ou | contented my felt with kiſſing your robe asI ſaw others do, 
as you paſs'd by, and retired to my lodging as much confounded at that fight, as 1 was 
fatisfied with my voyage. 1 ſaw you again many other times, yet without giving you 
any occaſion to take notice of me, not being willing tro make my ſelf known to 
you, but by ſome conſiderable ſervice, I will not tell you at large what my thoughts 
were then, the events have fince given you ſufficient knowl:dge of them, and that reci- 
tal would engage me in a tedious length. In the mean time, the Queen your Mother 
went forth with her Army againſt the Cilicians, and though 1 could not. abſent my 
ſelf from your fight without an extream trouble, yet would I needs be one in that 
expedition, believing that in the war I might find ſome occafion to make my ſelf re- 
markable, and to endear my acquaintance to you; I put my (elf in among the forces, 
without any command, and the gods favoured my good intentions fo far, that in the 
firſt encounters, Idid the Queen ſervices of ſome importance, which obliged her to 
take me near her perſon, to keep me there with a great deal of goodneſs, and to 
preſent me to you, at our return. Behold, Madam, all that happened to me before 
the glorious hour, wherein you received me into your ſervice, which I will call the firſt 
of my life, fince I never lived indeed, till I had the honour to be yours, 

It was in theſe terms that Orontes told me the beginnings of his life, and I lent him 
amarvellous attention to the end of his diſcourſe ; but after 1 had talked a while with 
him, and Hippolita, concerning things he had related, caten a light meal, and ſuf- 
fered my wounds to be dreffed, 1 defired to know what had befallen him,fince the time 
of his baniſhment from me, hoping for nolek ſatisfaftion thereby, then 1 kad receive 
ed :y his firſt adventures, andhaving ſent all ſaſpe&ed perſons out of my chamber, 
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I prayed him to give me that relation ; and Orontes, wichourt ſtaying for a more expreſs 
command, began again in theſe terms. 

My fault was ſogreat, Madam, that as well as you, I judg'd my puniſhment to be 
Juſt, and when you pronounced my fatal ſentence, I had neither cauſe, nor dehire to 
murmur againſt ir; you ſaw with what tranquillity of mind Ireccived it, and the hea. 
vens that beheld my ſtay inthe arbour after =_ were gone, were witneſſes that your 
ſevere decree, made me neither accuſe you of inhumanity,nor complain of my deſtiny , 
yet having a heart which was not impaſſible, and which being capable of all the tor- 
ments of ſorrow, could not be more deeply, nor more juſtly afflicted with them,then in 
this encounter, it ſunk under ſo violent an afſaulr, and gave no longer car to conſtancy, 
nor to Philoſophy ; my firſt motion tended toward death, and | judg'd that even our 
of ſelf-love 1 ought to die, thereby todeliver my ſelf from a thouſand miſeries more 
cruel then death it ſelf : and that in reaſon I ought to give =_ ſatisfattion for the 
fault I had committed ; all my thoughts agreed in this relolutivn, and | believed my 
love could not have a nobler concluſion, then in giving you the remainder of a life, 
which I deſired not topreſerve after 1 had made it unworthy to pleaſe you, and to be 
owned by _ It is moſt juſt (cryed I of a ſudden) it is moſt juſt, Thaleſtris, that 
you ſhould be ſatisfied, and though you have not commanded me to die, that ſparing 
of my life is an effe& of your goodneſs, which 1 ought not to abuſe ; you bad me live 
that I might be ſenſible of remorſe for my offence, but you forbad me not to die, 
that 1 might free my ſelf from fo great a torment, and you will pardon me this 
fmall diſobedience, which puniſhes and ſatisfies me both together. I am unwor- 
thy to live for you, and *tis impoſſible I ſhould live without you : conſent therefore to 
the loſs of a life, which cannot be odious to you, without being infupportable to 
me, and condemn me not to a great many lingring deaths, fince one alone, and a 
ſhort one, is able to deliver me from them all. I ſpoke many other words full of a 
juſt anda quiet deſpair, and riſing up from the carth where I had continued unmove- 
able after your going away, I already had put my hane upon the hilt of my ſword to 
execute my laſt reſolution, when the Gods ſent the officious Laſcaris to prevent it 
*rwas that young man, Araſpes his ſon, whom I ſtill kept with me, and who under 
the name of Laſcaria had all that while liv'd among the women the Queen your Mo- 
ther gave me ; and to whom alone I had truſted the ſecret of my love : and indeed his 
diſcretion was exceeding great, and though his years were hardly more then mine, yet 
was he little inferiour in prudence, to thoſe of ripeſt age. As ſoon as he came into 
the arbour he obſery'd an alteration in my countenance, and conſidering my eyes 
which had a wilde, fatal look, and the ſuddenneſs wherewith I ſtarted up, and had 
begun to draw my ſword ; he ſuſpe&ed my intention , and catching faſt hold of my 
arm : Ah! Sir (faid he) what will you do? le die Laſcaris (anſwered I ) fince 


Thaleftris will not have me live, Dye Sir (replyed Laſcars) the gods forbid I ſhould ' 


ever conſent to that, while 1 have any life : and what ſo weighty cauſe have you to de- 
fire death, and to give it your ſelf with your own hands ? The anger of Thaleſtris 
(aid 1) and the impoſlibilty of living after having offended her. Ah ! Sir (replyed 
Laſcaris, pulling my hand wi h all his force from the hilt of my ſword, and confſtrain- 
ing me to fit down upon the ſeats of green turf which were in the arbour) come to 
your ſelfagain, and conſider how much this deſpair is unfitting your courage, and 
how much it thwarts the authority of the gods. He continued making me a long 
diſcourſe tothe ſame purpoſe, to which I anfwered only by a few ſighs , and ſeeing 
me inſenfible of his arguments, and but little diverted from my reſolution : At leaft 
Sir, (ſaid he) grant this favour to your faithful Leſcari, to let him know the cauſe 
of your deſpair, and if it be a lawful one he will diſpoſe himſelf to die with you. 
Though I was but little capable of any diſcourſe, 1 forced my gricf to comply with 
the defires of that youth , whoſe affe&tion had ſtrongly obliged me, and having 
told him my adventure in a few words, he became as ſad, and as unmoveable as my 
ſelf. Yet did he alledge all he could deviſe for my conſolation, and cndeayour'd by 
cunning expoſitions, to ſweeten the ſharpneſs of your decree ; but finding I was not 
moved with all he faid, and that it would be very hard for him to difſwade w _ a 

reſolution, 
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reſolution, which he aw fill written in wy face, he caſt himſelf ſuddenly at my 
feet, and preſſing my hands between his, Sir, (ſaid he) if the affeftion of one 
who forſakes all his friends to tie himfclH inſeparably to your ſervice, -hath deſerved 
any thing of you, and if the conjuration Ivuſe in the name of Thalefris be conſi- 
derable to you, grant me the favour. which 1 beg, fince ic i; net contrary to your in- 
tention, and that you cannot refuſe it, unleſs you will have me die here in your 

reſence. I only- beſeech you to delay your reſolution for two days, that thoſe 
fopes I yet have for you, may be made clear by knowing the will of the gods ; you 
may leave this Court, fince you cannot appear in it by reaſon of Thaleſtrzs*s anger, but 
as we £0 away we will paſs by a Temple of Bellona's, famous inthis Province, to 
whoſe Oracles, if the acce(s were permitted unto men, they would come from the 
fartheſt parts of the earch; there you may inſtru your ſelf concerning the pleaſure 
of the gods, and after their anſwer follow your own, inclinations, which I will ne- 
ver refiſt while you live. 1 was ſo extreamly obliged to:this young mans fidelity, that 1 
could not deny his requeſt , and having prcemiſed him that delay with an Oath, 1 ſer- 
led his mind from that fear he was in for me. 1 was not willing to make a longer 
ſtay in that C— and having ſworn tohim once more that I would not attempt any 
thing againſt my lite, and that I would ſtay for him ar a place in the wood which 1 
appointed, he went back tothe Palace, to fetch a couple of good horfes, and other 
things which he thought neceſſiry for our departure. 1 ſhould never have done, Ma- 
dam, if I ſhould defcribe all the thoughts wherewith my ſoul was combated ; that 
recital would be of a tedious length, therefore I will only tcll you, that never 
heart was in a more deplorable condition, and that the defire of death never was fo 
peaceably confirm'd. Laſcaris returned within a lictle while, bringing two good horſes, 
arms, money, and jewels, which by the Queens liberality and yours, we had in great 
abundance, and which he took without my direttions, 1 got on horſeback, and 
travelled toward a little Town, two or three hours riding from Themiſcirs, But ſeeing 


"with Laſcaris one of my women, in whom I had found a great deal of affetion to- 


ward me, and whom he had brought to help him to lead the Horſes, and carry the 
arms, I took her along with me to the place where we lay that night, that from 
thence I might write the letter you received from the hands of Hippolita, and ſo having 
made her get up behind Laſcaris,I went out of the wood with a ſorrow which I find my 
ſelf unable to repreſent. We arrived at that little Town, where 1 paſſed the night in me- 
lancholy fits, or rather in mortal agonies,and rifing by break of day,l gave that wo- 
man my Itrer cloſe fealed up, with expreſs order mat to deliver it to any body but Hip 
polita, and tuok horſe to go unto the Temple Laſcaris had teld me of. We got thither 


' before it was noon, and after I had prayed and beg'd of the goddeſs to whom it was 


dedicated, to let me know her pleaſure, ſhe returned this Oracle, 
The Oracle. 


Live, go, and come to th' edge of Themiſcire, 
Erethe Sun's courſe a ſecond.time expire, 
Thou on ber Empires borders ſhalt recover, 
The lovely objeft which made thee a Lover, 


I am not able totell you, Madam, in what manner I receiv'd this Oracle, and,which 
was ſtronger in me, the grief to fee my ſelf reduced to a neceſſity of living, cf dif- 
obeying the gods; or the Joy which their promiſes revived in me by ſuch pleafing 
hopes. Iremained a long time without mo:ion, wavering in the diverfity of thoſe 
thoughts, and then of a ſudden lifting my hands and eyes to heaven, Great gods 
(criedT) exa& not an obedieuce from me which I no longer am in a condition to 
ma you, or if you will have me live, reſtore me new forces, or more evident 

opes then thoſe you have confuſedly given me, all things "conſpire to have me die, 

and ſhe who diſpoſes of my fate with -you, hath pronounced a ſentence which you 

have not revoked. Theſe words, ſpoken with a loud voice, ſtruck wonder in all thoſe 

that heard them; and the Prieſteſs who took me for a woman could not imagine oy 
cau 
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cauſe of my deſpair, Laſcaris in the mean rime came 'to me, and not being able to 
diflemble the joy, which this Oracle, fo conformable to his defires, had wrousghe iri 
him, Well Madam (ſaid he, uling that term becauſe of them'that were-preſent) will 
you doubt ſtill of the goodneſs of the gods, and will you- without their conſent fa- 
crifice a life, the diſpofing whereof they have reſerv'd unto themſelves? Ah ! Laſcaris 

anſwered I with a deep figh ) my fortune is but little altered, and this command of 
the gods, is only an effect of their goodneſs, which would baniſh a juſt deſpair by 
unjuſt hopes z they cannot force my ſoul to continue in a priſon, the abode whereof 
i5no longer ſupportable ; and they will pardon me a diſobedience which I am forced 
to by a power not inferiour to theirs. What, Madam (replyed Laſcaris) will you add 
impicty and blaſphemy to that attempt againſt your life- which hath already hai- 
nouſly offended them ? and do you diſdain both their exprefs commands, and the pro. 
miſes they make you in words that are ſo lictle obſcure? did they ever ſpeak lefs confu- 
ſedly, or leſs doubttully ? and can you yet be uncertain of a reſolution you ſhould 
have taken ina moment? To theſe perſwahons Laſeeris added many others, and de- 
firing the Prieſteſs to aflift him, in requiring the obedience I owed unto the gods, 
and in confirming the hopes they gave me, they ufed ſo many arguments that at laſt 
they made me conceive ſome glimpſe of them, and defer my deſign of dying, till 1 
ſhould ſee my (elf fruſtrate of my expefation. Behold, Madam, which way I came 
to be content. to live, and to paſs the time of that baniſhment which you and the 
gods had enjoyned me in other Countries ; being this part of my recital was moſt 
important to my love, I have enlarged my ſelf moſt upon it, and I will tell you more 
ſuccin&tly what has happened to me ſince. I went out of the Temple, and got on 
horſe-back, yet doubtful in what kingdom I ſhould paſs my exile. 1 was reſolved not 
to return into Scythia, and conſultet a great while with Laſcaris, whither I ſhould go. 
In the end I determined to travel indifferently, and without deſign, into-all thoſe 
Countries where I could have free paſſage, and putting on man's apparel again as ſoon 
as we were upon your frontiers, I entred into C:licia, which after the time of your 
truce lived very quictly under Neobarzanes. - I vifited Tharſ#s unknown, and all the 
faireſt Citics of that Kingdom ; from thence I went into Paphlagonia, which I paſt 
through without any remarkable adventure, and having alſo travelled about Lycis, 
Caria,and Pamphilia, I had a mind to ſee Greece, and came into Ewrope {ix months 
after my departare from Themiſcira, I-relate theſe things briefly, not being willing to 
keep you long in the recital of events that have nothing memorable ; but this I may 
afſure you, that what voyages ſoever I made, I was inſeparable from you, and you 
were always ſo preſent to my remembrance, that all the obje&s I met withall, were 
never able to put you a moment out of my mind. My thoughts maintain'd a piti- 
leſs war againſt me, and recalling into my memory thoſe happineſſes I had enjoyed in 
your company by my deceit, the confideration.of their loſs touch'd me fo nearly, 
that I have wondred a thouſand times, how I had ſtrength enough to out-laſt eighteen 
or twenty months exile, O my divine Princeſs (cried I ſometimes) with how ſweet a 
conſolation ſhould Ibe bleſſed, If I could hope that the miſerable Vrithia had yet any 
place in yeur memory, and that without hating her you could remember the favours 
ſhe hath ſtollen from you ! How happy would my deſtiny be, if you did but fay 
yet once again to your ſelf, My» dear Orithia, I envy thee not thy delightful thefts, 
and I pardon thy love, and thy deceit in confideration'of thy ſervices! Oh! how wel- 
come to me:would.this knowledge of your relenting be ! and how {wittly would it 
make the,ages of baniſhment run out ! but, O juſt Thalefris, is it poſkble you ſhould 
indeed hate'that Oritbiz, whom you have fo dearly loved, and all whoſe crime is that 
ſhe loved;you ? Was that an offence-worthy of the puniſhment you bave inflited. oy 
me? and-if ſuch a divinity as your ſelf can ſuffer the. atfeFtion of ;a,man, could yan 
defare,a more pure, ora more diſcreet one ? Ah! Thaleſtris, you. wilh ane day returo 
unto your ſelf, and by the promiſes of the gods I kope, will underftand the; nature 
of my fault, and that you will judge it puniſhed ſeverely enough, by rhe pains Iatfes 
for its expiation. Theſe were my ordinary thoughts ; and. when ;{ talk; with Laſc-r44 
we never difcourſed of any thing but you. In theſe contemplaripns I viſited part, of 
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Greece, 1 view'd the ſtately Town of Athens, where I converſed with the great Phocior, 
and the eloquent Demoſthenes ; I ſaw the famous Sparta, and from thence paſſed into 
Achaia. There it was I learned that Agis,King of the Lacedemonians, had ſhaken off the 
yoke which Alexander had impoſed upon them ; and that, taking advantage by his ab- 
ſence, he had made an incurſzon into the Territories or the Atolians, and Achaians ; 
That Antipater, Governor in Macedonia for Alexander, was marching ſtraight towards 
him with his forces, and was at that time encamped near the City of Megalopolis. 1 
believed that war would afford me ſome matter of divertiſement, and that I might 
ſpend part of the Summer there with more pleaſure and more glory, then in my in- 
different voyages ; 1 bethought my ſelf a good while before 1 made choice of my fide, 
but in the end I remembred the obligations you had to Alexander, and the conlidera- 
tion he had ſhewn of your Dominions, when he ſubdued thoſe of your neighbours ; 
and participating in that ingagement, I fixt upon the defign of acquitting you, and of 
ſerving him art leaſt in my own perſon ; who had dealt ſo civilly with you. I waver'd 
no longer therefore in my ele&ion, but going to Antipater's Army, though at firſt I 
was unknown to him, I made my ſelf remarkable in ſome encounters, with ſucceſs 
enough to be taken notice of, and to make him deſire to know me. Having learned 
of me ſomthing of my quality, and ſeen me cffe& ſome enterprizes which were rea- 
ſonably hazardous, he was pleaſed to efteem me more then I deſerved, and gave me * 
imployments in his Army above my age, and above my capacity. I nevertheleſs was ſo 
careful to diſcharge them tolerably, that he thought not he had any reaſon to repent 
himſelf, and when he heard that Ag intended to give him batte], he truſted me 
with the command of part of his Cavalry. My defire to cut this relation ſhort, keeps 
me from telling how the Armies drew near to one another , and how they were 
ordered, and diſpoſed ; but*tis hard for me to paſs over the valiant a&ions that were 
done by the King of the Lacedemonians, ſince one may truly ſay, that never man fought 
with more valour and generofity. I ſhallſay no more then truth, when I tell you he 
broke like thunder into our Battalonians, and that he carried vitory along with him 
whitherſoever he went, he was of an extraordinary ſtature, gallantly arm'd, and 
bravely mounted, Caſſander Antipater's ſon, who led the left wing of his father's Army, 
would have oppoſed his fury , but he ruſhed ſo imperiouſly upon him , that he 
made him tumble among the horſes feet, and charging into the very place where Anzi- 
pater was in perſon, in ſpite of the defence of all choſe about him, he wounded him 
ſo in two places with his ſword , that he fell to the ground , but being taxen up 
again by thoſe that werenear him, I came to that place withina minute after, and ſec. 
ing that valiant King bloudy all over, force his way into our ſquadrons, I flew upon 
him, after I had defied him with a loud cry. Although I injure modeſty in ſpeaking to 
my own advantage, after the praiſes I have given to the valour of that Prince, | 
will nevertheleſs tell you that our encounter chanced to be very equal , and we 
ſhock'd each other fo forcibly , that we came both to the ground and our horſes 
with us ; we diſengaged our felves preſently from our ſtirrups, and began a combat 
on foot, which cauſed ſome of thoſe that were fighting to hold their hands and look 
upon us; we quickly wounded one another, but the number of marvellous aftions 
he had done that day, having wearicd his body, though his courage was indefatigable, 
and the bloud he had loſt before having weakened him, more then the wounds I had 
the fortune to give him, he was almoſt unable to fight longer, and I hoped for the 
victory with likely-hood , when a great many of our men coming to that place 
would alſo have fallen upon him ; but I oppoſed their fury, and did fo much by my 
entreaties, or by my threatnings, that I kept them from it, and gave the Lacedemont- 
ans leiſure to fetch off their King, and deliver him out of that throng, from which 
he was no longer able to free himſelf, By his retreat the viftory declared it (elf abſo. 
lutely for the Macedonians, and Antipater proſecuted it fo hotly, that almoſt all the 
Lacedemonians were defeated; but their valiant King , being unwilling to ſurvive 
that loſG, alighted ont of a Litter in which they had rut him, and though ſo weak 
that he was hardly able to ſtand, he cauſed himſelf to be carried back into the fighr, 


where afterhe had done things that ſurpaſs belief, and raiſed a Breaſt-work of dead bc 
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dies round about him, he ſunk at laſt, as his predeceſilor Leonidas at the ſtrait of 
Thermopiles, and falling, tired with conquering, upon the heaps of thoſe he had flajn, - 
received a death , which cught to make him live for ever in the memory of men 1] 
have enlarged my felt, contrary to my dehign, upon this paſſage, becauſe I was moſt 
ſenſibly grieved at it, and that the memorable end of {o great a Prince deſerved a 
particular mention of him. By that only victory Antipater ſetled Alexander's affairs 
again in that Country, and believing I had contributed ſomthing towards it, he did 
me honours, and ſhewed me kindnefles which were confiderabie enough. I continued 
with him till having no more enemies to fight witha!l. he began his march back into 
Macedonia, ThenlI took my leave of him, and of his ſon, though they both were very 
earneſt to keep me with wg and offered me very advantageous conditions. A 
year was already expired ſince my departure from Themiſcira, and I had a deſire to 
return into Aa, butl travelled a different way from that I came, and was willing to 
ſpend the time that ſtill remained, in ſecing thoſe Provinces which were yet unknown 
to me. 1 went into Parthia, and the Countries of the Mardes, and of the Batirians, 
whither the diſloyal Beſſis was already retired after the murther of his King ; from thence 
L entred into Hyrcania, and in the end I came upon your frontiers, There I put on wo- 
mans apparel again, and there the firſt news I heard was that of your captivity. 1 
need not tell you, Madam , the greatneſs of my ſorrow, my pallion is ſufficiently 
known to you, to give you ſome gueſs of it, and you may well imagine that hadit 
not been vr the promiſe of the gods, and my belief that in this encounter I might 
finde ſome occaſion to ſerve you, I ſhould have ſunk under that affliion. I ſummoned 
all my courage together to im-loy it for your ſervice, and beoging of the gods to 
grant m2 extraordinary force:, I went with ſome confidence toward the place where 
your Army was encamped. Before I would diſcover my ſelf ro the urber women, I 
deſired to learn of Hippolitz, wiom IT had ever known to be moſt diſcreer, in what 
eſtate my affairs were in thi: Country, and whether 1 might yet paſs for Orithia, I 
was ſo happy that I found a tavourable occaſion, ar you have heard, and received com- 
forts from her which raiſed my hopes again. I icarn'd of her (and be this ſpoken, 
Madam, without ſtirring up ycur anger) that you had beſtowed ſome tear- on my de- 
parture , and that my memory was not indiff:rene to you ; *!] my »fili&ions were 
counterpoized by the joy rhis knowledg cauſed in me, and i: ſo redoubled my courage, 
that I accounted all things too weak o retard the defirn 1 kad to deliver you. You 
have heard from H ppol:ta, all that paſſed from the time of my arrival to that of your 
deliverance, and I will add tc whar ſhe hath told you, that as we marched toward 
this Town, I prayed Mexalippa, and the chi-f of thoſe women that had acceſs to you, 
not to ſpeak one word of my being return'd, but to ſtay till I diſcovered my ſelf, be- 
fore you heard that news from any body elſe. This was it that favoured the diflimula- 
tion which we uſed ſo happily for me, and retiring after the fight, while the wo- 
men did their duties to you, I found means when you were in bed,. to ſpeak with 
Hippolita, and to plot that with her, which ſhe ſo cunningly hath cffe&ed to wy ad- 
vantagec. 

_ ended his ſtory thus, and by that concluſion of ir made me bluſh again, and , 
fetch'd back part of my ſhame, and part of my anger, but being no longer in terws 
to diſſemble my afs:&ion , I gave him all the modeſt proofs of it he could delire. 
From that day he carried himſelf towards me very ditfterentty from his former man- 
ner, and cutting off all thoſe I'berties 1 had granted him as Or:rbia,- never gave me any 
cauſe to blame him tor want of reſpe&; or of diſcretion. Iam too tedious in my rela- 
tion, but I will ſhorten the reſt of ir, and tell you that bcing carcfully drefſed, and 
looked to, my wounds were quickly cured , and not being ſtrong enou; h to keep 
the field in Czliczz, againſt thoſe ſupplies which in probability would arcive wictkina 
while, I contented my ſelf with putting a Garriſon in that Town, and as ſoon as | 
was able to endure a Chariot, I returned into my own Territories, and took my way 
toward Themixira : But before I was gotten to my chief Ciry, he that ſucceeded Neon, 
harzanes, ſent to defire peace with me, and the misfortune? I had ſuffered by war, 
together wich the counſels of Orontes, whoſe thoughts were very averſe from it, ar 
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ſwaded me to grant it him upon reaſonable conditions, and to eſtabliſh an alliance 
wich him, which lince hath not been violated. - I ſhall not ſtand to recount the welcomes 
] reccived from my fſubjedts, after a (liarp ,and dangerous captivity z nor the honours 
they rendred to my valiant deliverer, whom they beheld as the proteing goddeſs of 
Themiſcira ; ſhe took again her former lodgings in the Palace, and her former ſervants, 
and had a great deal more authority amongſt all our women theh in times paſt, bur 
ſhe abuſed ir nor, and managed their reſpe& to her fo diſcreetly, that ſhe inflatried 
them all with a violent affe&ion ; for mipe own part, I muſt confeſs to my confufion, 
that I found ſu many amiable qualities in her, and had ſo many cauſes to be pleaſed 
with her love to me, that Ipreſerved not the leaft remainder of my former inclinati- 
ons, but gave my ſelf to her as muchas my virtue, and the informatiotis I had re- 
ceived from her ſelf could permit me ; we had no more but one thought, and if I may 
fay ſo without bluſhing, we had no more but one ſoul, and one will; 1 made no 
longer any difficulty to open my heart to him, and to confeſs that I loved him more 
then my ſelf, bur what advantage ſoever he drew from that confeſſion, he never em- 
boldened himſelf to take thoſe liberties that were forbidden him ; My women often 
admired, that they no longer ſaw that familiarity berween us they had formerly ob- 
ſerved, and rhough our converſation was more trequent then ever, they found, but 
knew not the cauſe, that we had baniſked thoſe kifſes, and embraces, whichin former 
times were wont to make a good part of our entertainment, All the ſweetneſſes that 
a modeſt affetion can produce, were taſted by us with a perfeR tranquillity ; we were 
inſeparable , except at thoſe hours when decency forced us wi aſunder z wee 
communicated our moſt private thoughts to one another, and Orontes as he was 
diſcreet, and reſpe&tful, could defire no greater. proofs of my affe&ion ; But being 
we could have but one aim, and that only marriage could give it a lawful conclu- 
fion, we lad no ſmall difficulties to overcome.. I loved Orontes enough (lince in ſpite 
of his ingratitude I muſt avow it) to forſake my Kingdom, and retire into Scythia 
with him, being our laws were enemies toour intentions, and would not ſuffer me 
to take him for my husband, and keep my Empire ; but he was troubled I ſhould 
abandon it for him, and before we came to that extremity, would endeavour to pre+ 
ſerve it, and to aboliſh thoſe cuſtoms, whereof he had already made me (ee the er- 
rors; we ſtrove therefore both of us to make our moſt conſiderable women abhor 
the infamy of them : whenſoever occaſion was offered, we repreſented to them, how 
ignominious it was to go #nd ſeek out men, for ſuch ſhameful ends, and by ſuch res 
proachful ways ; and when they alledged neceſſity which had left them no other means 
to have poſterity, wetold them it was better to be the laſt Amazons, then to make 
the race of them eternal by ſuch ſtrange means, and that it was much more ſeem- 
ly to live [ike all the reſt of the world, then to maintain our ſelves by cuſtorns ſocon- 
trary to honour, and virtue. Our pony amongſt them, ſtood us in good ſtead, at 
our firſt diſcourſes upon that ſubje&, for they would never have ſuffered 'them from 
perſons that had been leſs conſiderable ; but by lictle and little they grew accuſtomed 
to them, and gave us ſome beam of hope, thar'in time ſome of them might hearken to 
our propoſitions, In theſe employments we paſſed a whole year, and Orontes, who al- 
ready was in his three and twentieth, and who uſed much induſtry to keep the hair 
from growing upon his face, which quickly would have diſcovered his ſex ; by reaſon 
of this troubleſome obſtacle, which was like ſhortly to croſs his contentments, began to 
think of expedients either to make progreſs in the minds of our women, or to con- 
vey us into his Province of the Maſſagetes , which my blind affe&ion had already 
made mee reſolve upon ; when our deſigns were thwarted by a ftrange revolu- 
tion. 

Our neighbours of Cappadocia, who had always lived peaceably with us, having re- 
ceived ſome {leight mat 'by thoſe mi of ours who =_+n neareſt to their 
frontiers, and having refuſed that farigaQion I offered them, declared war apainft us, 
and began to raiſe forces to invade our Province. Secing I could not divert that ſtorm 
but by reſiſtance, I alſo cauſed leavies to be made, and in ſhort time ſet on foot an 
Army able to oppoſe their intention: and to carry the war, wherewith they threatned 
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us, home into their own Country, But when our Army was ready to march I found 
my (elf not well, and though my ſickneſs was bur fleight, Orontes, who believed the 
toils of that voyage might make it worſe, perſwaded me by all means to give myſelf 
reſt at home, and to leave the condu@ of the Army to him z he had much ado to ob. 
. tain my conſent, as well by reaſon I was deſious to go in perſon againſt them who 
made themſelves my enemies without occaſion, as becauſe I was troubled to let that 
part from me, and be in danger, whichat that time was dearer to me*then all the 
world. Burt healledged ſo many conlideragions, and prefled me with ſo much earneſt- 
neſs, that I was compelled to yield to his entreaties ; upon condition, that as ſoon as 
my health would ſaffer me, I might follow him with new ſupplies. 

I will not ſpend time in the particulars of our farewels : he ſpoke the moſt touch. 
ing words that a real paftion could bring forth, and I reftited my forrow to him by 
my tears, and by all the modeſt kindnefſes he could defire, Alas! I knew not that our 
ſeparation was tobe for ſolong a time, and that ignorance abated part of my atti. 
Gon ; he went away, and all my joy and conſolation, or rather indeed the better 
half of my foul departed with him. I remained at Themiſcira with all the grief which 
his abſence, and the preſages of my misfortune could poſlibly cauſe, but yet with hope 
to goafrer him as ſoon as I had recovered my health. 1 believe that defire hattned it,and 
ſcarce had he been gone a month when I felt my ſelf perfe&tly well again.I had alſo forces 
in a readineG to go and ſtrengthen his Army, and was already preparing my ſelf with 
a great deal of joy for that deſign, when I heard news which retarded the effeRing of 
my reſolution. Alexander, after he had ſubdued the Mardes, was come into Hyrcanis ; 
and his drawing ſo near my borders, cauſed in me ſome ſuſpicion, and diſturbed the 
tranquillity of my minde. Though Neoþarzanes, as I have already told you, raigned 
cffeftively over the Cilicians, yet he commanded only under the authority of Alex- 
ander, who at the beginning of his paſſage into Aſia, had brought that Country under 
his ſubjc&ion; and I at that time had notice given me, that he ſhewed himſelf fo 
concerned in Neobarzanes his defeat, that he promiſed to take a remarkable revenge 
for it; and to that purpoſe was crolling through Hyrcania, like atorrent to overflow 
our Province, 'which til} then was alone exempt from the yoke he had impoſed upon 
all the reſt, ,,, This news gave me a hot alarm, and being conſcious how. unable I 
was to refit a Monarch that was Maſter of the beſt part of the world, and eſpecially 
when I had.ſcnt moſt of my forces againſt the Cappadocians, 1 was in a ſtrange perplexi- 
ty ; for in 'effc& it had been a manifeſt folly to oppoſe that Conqueror with a hand- 
ful. of women, which were not able for one day to ftop that Army, viftorious over 
all, Aſie, and-ſome part of Exrope. | Theſe confiderations made me ack the counſel of 
our moſt prudent women, and after having thought of all manner of expedicnts, to 
divert that ftogm from falling upon cur; heads, they told me with one accord, they 
knew .nq other way to free us, but my: going in perſon to meet that potent King, to 
offer him,my Dominions; and to juſtitic the defeat of Neobarzanesz his generofity, and 
his reſpeX £0 Ladies, were known all over'the earth; and they belicved that, an affured 
means, tg; keepimy Country.in its firſt tratquillity : I did what I could to avoid that 
journey, . which hindred me from the ſight of: my dear Orontes, but there was a neceſli- 
ty of yielding to the importunities of. all; my counſellors, and to the ſtrength of all 
their reaſons; befides, I-was,touched with ſome defire to ſee that mighty Prince, whoſe 
fame was ſo;adyantagcaully fpread through the whole world. When I was reſolved up- 
on that voyage, I cauſed.my equipage to be prepared, and having ſent to defire a 
Paſs-port, from thoſe that. commanded in Hyrcania, I ſet forward from Themiſcirs with 
three bundyed womey, gallantly mounted, and richly armed ; In this condition I went 
out of my own Country, under favour of the ſafe condu& which had been granted me, 
and havinp croffed part of Hyrcani:, without any encounter worth the relating, I came 
to Alexander's Army. Having ſent ten of my women before to meet him, and advertiſe 
him of my coming, and to:demand audience ; they brought me a favourable anſwer, 
and afſured;-me that the King would receive me very civilly, and witha great deal of 
reſpe&': I was not deceived. in my cxpeRation, for that great Prince came to meet me 
and alighting -as ſoon as he. ſaw me appear, he by that reception made me hope my 
voyage 
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voyage would be as ſuccef*ful as I could with, I and all-my women were. in the habic 
of our ſex, and I had no other arms bur a ſilver curafs enriched with ficnes of value, 
and a lice cask of the fame, ſhaded with a great plume cf ſeveral coloured feathers, 
and environed with a circle of gold made in faſhion of a Crown: my gown was of a 
light cloth of {ilver, tucked up above the knee with diamend-bucklesz and my leg 
beins hal naked, was alſo half covered witha buskin (uirable to my curaſs ; In a 
carf of rare embroidery 1 wore a ſword which the unfaithful Orontes had given me, 
and I held two javel-n* in my right hand, All my train was'in an attire little different 
from mine, and the ling ſeemed to be very much pleaſed with fo unuſual a fight; in 
{tcad of yiving me that vidturious hand which I demanded, he kifled mine very 
courteouſly , aud affured me, that what. delign ſoever.: brought me to him, I 
ſhould find he would be ready to lerve me; when had Jocked a while upon him 
with admiration, I made him acquainted with the cauſe of my coming; and not being 
ignorant of the Greck rongue, which I bad learned of Orextes, 1 declared my innc- 
cence touching Ne:obarzanes his mictortunes, and proteſted that I came for no other 
end bur to lay my Crown at his teet, and offer him that lirtle Empire, againſt which 
he had not vouchiated ro imploy his victorious arms, The King having heard me 
with patience, anſwered extream modeſtly and civilly, aſſuring me he had no inten- 
tion to trouble my Dominions, nor to take the part of thoſe againkt me , whoſe 
crimes had beer) their own deſtryRion ; he likewiſe oftered me his affiftance, and pro- 
tetion againſt all manner of enemies, and by a great many noble prorhiſes freed me 
of all my apprehenlions, Afﬀcer this firſt converſation, he fell to complement; and 
leading me himſelf into coſtly tents which he had given order ſhould be made rea- 
dy for me, heenlarged himſelf upon the praiſes of our. beauty, and that martial ver- 
tue which raiſed us above all other women , and expreſſed that he thought him- 
{lf much indebted ro me for the pains I had taken, and for the honour I did him: 
My narration is too long already to entertain you with all the particulats of our diſ- 
courſe , but after that day the King, carried me to view his forces in battalia, and 
cauſed them to be exerciſed before me, endeavouring to give me all ſorts of diver- 
tiſement. By hi- entreaties I ſtayed twelve cr fourteen days in his Army, believing my 
ſelf obliged to comply fo far with a perſon of fo extraordinary merit. During that 
abode, 1 recciv'd all kind of honours and civil uſage, and was wftneG of fome of that 
Prince his aCtions, in which truly I obſerved ſomething more then humane, and Imuſt 
tell you (though perchance not without a bluſhing) that ſome of my women were 
ſo impudent as to rell me, 1 ought to give them a Princeſs of the race of that great 
Conqueror , but Ireproved that motion ſo ſharply, that they had not the boldneſs to 
ſpeak of it any more. When I had ſtayed the time the King defired me.and received all 
manner of ſatisfa&tion,and marks of reſpe&,I took my leave,and began my journy home- 
ward,carrying with me an eſteem ſuitable to the fame of him,which before was ſpread 
amoneſt us. I return'd through Hircanie with the ſame facility, as I came, andentring 
into my territories, 1 continued on my way With a reaſonable quiet mind-to the City 
of Themiſcira, where I arrived two months after my departure. The firſt news I met 
Withall, was a viftory Orontes had obtained over our enemies, of whom he had lain 
cight or ten thouſand upon the p/ace, net having loſt above ſix or ſeven hundred of 
his women. |. was exceedingly joyed at this good ſucceſs, for many confiderations;and 
by her that brought me the news I received a ktter from him, the words whereof were 
theſe, or not much unkike., - -- 


Orithia to Queen Thgleftris. 


Tots of yaur arms, Fair Princeſs hath defeated part of your enemies, and * tis your 
deſtiny, both near and far off, to conquer all that dare makg trial of thcwr. Orithia dics 
with a deſire to ſee you. But ts ſatisfie it, ſhe will make haſte to overcome thoſe exemies you bave 
leſt,and will not purchaſe the bappine(s of your fi2ht,with ahe leaſt danger that might threaten 
Jou, as by the painfulneſs of a journy which might prejudice a health not well confirmed; have 4 

care 
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care of it, dear Princeſs, T beſeech you, ſince it can receive no alteration, but will be fatal 


to the repoſe, and to the life of Laar fairbful Orithi 
var 14, 


Theſe laſt marks of his affeRiori, whether true or feigned, touched me very tenderly, 
and obliged me to anſwer him in theſe terme. 


Queen Thaleſtris to Orithia. 


Knew very well, my dear Orithia was invincible, and that ſhe would triumph over my ene- 
I mies, 4s ſhe had triumphed over my ſelf ; if ſhe bad as little left to ſubdue on that ſide, 
as on this, ſhe would bave nothing more to fight withall; but becauſe that conqueſt is not ſo 
entire, as this ſhe hath gained upon my beart, ber return will not be ſpeedy enough to give me 
patience 10 (tay for ber ; nor to retard the defire I bave to ſee ber upon the field of her vidto= 
1). Theſe aretbe impatiences, which my lovely and dearly loved Orithia caxſeth in ber 


unchangeable 
Thaleſtris. 


I ſent back this agſwer by her that brought me Orithis's letter, which was come to 
Themiſcira a fortnight before me; and burning really with a defire to ſee ber, and par- 
take in her vitorics, I prepared my ſelf very chearfully for that ſecond voyage. But O 
gods ! when I was buſicſt in ſetting things in order, and in drawing forces together to 
depart, I received a ſecond letter, a one of Orithia's women, in whom ſhe had great- 
eſt confidence ; I opened it with ſome apprehenſion, the cauſe whereof was unknown 
to me, and caſting my eyes upon it I read theſe words, 


The abuſed Orontes to the faithleſs Thaleftris. 


F I have been ſo ſimple as to hope for fidelity in a woman, a weakneſs is tobe accuſed of it , 

which appearances that were (pecicus enongh ſeemed to authoriſe; and I believed T might 
conſerve yonr affeltion, only becauſe I bad well bought it, and well deſerved it , Though I bave 
bem ſo unfortunate a5 to ſpend ſome years in your ſervice, I ſhall be wiſe enongh to retire, now 
that you bave made your ſelf unworthy of my affettion, and of my eſteem, T beg not of the gods 
#0 puniſh your fault, you have done it ſufficiently already by the under-valuing you bave ſhewed 
of your ſelf, by the contempt you bave deſerved from the whsle world,and by the ſhame you have 
for ever fixt upon your memory ; Live in the infamy )ou have ſought with ſo much pains, and 
ſince your ambition is ſo nobly limited, loſe the remembrante of mine, which ſc blindly had 
bounded in you alone ,, I leave your armies, your countrey, and your ſelf for ever,and I carry 
away nothing with me in this voluntary baniſhment, but my repentance for having returned 
after my firſt. Tf the gods ſend me my death,] ſhall prefer it before the afflition of ſeeing you 
again, and if they cantinue my life, I will paſs it wholly without ſo much as a thought of you, 


When I read this letter, by good chance 1 had no body by me, but Hippolita, who 
ſeeing me grow pale, and ftagper at the end of it, put forth her arms to hold me up, 
and kept me from falling on the floor. Which way ſhall I be able, Sir, to deſcribe the 
greatneſs of my affliftion, in ſo unexpeRted a dyſaſter, and how ſhall I make you 
to conceive, what I find my ſelf unable to expreſs ? I eannot better compare my for- 
row then to that of the Princeſs Statira, when by the crafty deceits of Roxana, ſhe 
received that fatal letter which hath cauſed all your misfortunes ; and I believe that as 
there was a great deal of reſemblance between theſe two adventures ; ſo alſo they pro- 
duced the ſame effeQts, 1 had fainting fits like Statira, I tore my hair,and weptlike her, 
and,like her,I ſaid all that rage and pricf can inſpire into diflrafted perſons: I paſſed 
all that day in reſtleſs ftartings, or rather in convulſions, and if Hippolita had not care- 
fully obſerved my aQtions, I ſhould have uſed my own hands againſt my life. The next 
day, after I had Tong tormented my ſelf, I called for her that had brought me that 
-rnel letter, and having commanded her to tel] me in what place, and in what a condi- 
tion 
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tion ſhe had lefe Orithia, ſhe rold me that within a while after the battel ſhe had 
won, ſhe was taken with an exceſſive ſadneſs which kept her for ſome days in bed, and 
thar as ſoon as ſhe was a little better, ſhe took horſe, with no body but Laſcaria, 
and having commanded this woman to follow her till the was two or three hundred 
paces from the camp, ſhe gave her certain rings for a reward of the ſervice ſhe had 
done her, ſiri&ly charging her to deliver that letter into my own hands, which ſhe 
would not truſt into any bodies but hers, and bidding her tell Menalippa ſhe might 
take the command of % Army, which ſhe forſook for ever; and that when ſhe had 
given theſe orders, ſhe took a way quite different from that which led back to the 
Camp, where ſince that time ſhe had never appeared. This account perfe&ted the 
ſetling of deſpair in my heart, and put me into the moſt lamentable eſtate, that a 
ſoul was able to conceive, I began torefle& with repentance, upon the proofs of af- 
feftion I had given to that ungratetul man, for whom 1 would have aboliſhed our Laws, 
and forſaken a Kingdom, to run after meaner pretenfions, and thoſe uncertain ones 
roo; I examined all the ations of my life, which could poflibly have given him any 
ſuſpicion, or diſcontent ; and finding them but too full of innocence, and affe&ion to 
him, I plung'd my (elf into an abyſs of ſorrow and vexation. 1 had ſome conceit that 
my journey to Alexaner might have diſpleaſed him, but my ftay there had been ſo 
ſhorr, and all my aftions had paſſed ſo openly,and had been eyed by ſo many witneſſes, 
that 1 did not believe, he could from thence draw matter fe all thoſe high abuſes , 
and that unworthy uſage, To that inconſtancy, wherewith he caſt mecff after ha- 
ving received ſo _ teſtimonies of my affe&ion, he added wrongs, and upbrai-!. 
ings of ſhame and infamy, the terms whereof I could not digeſt. Hoppolitz who had 
often read over his ſharp injurious letter, could find no words to excuſe him, no, nor 
free her ſelf from thoſe reproaches I uſed#ro her for having favoured his baſe pernicious 
deſigns. 1 willnot repeat, Sir, what my griet and my reſentment made me ſay, that 
recital would be of a troubleſome length, and I will fatisfie my (elf with telling you, 
that after having ſufhciently wept, and deplored my misfortune, I at laſt made hatred 
ſucceed my love, and took a firm reſolution to go and ſeek him to the world's end, that [ 
might puniſh his perfidiouſneſs, and revenge the unpardonable injuries he had done 
me. I then contradifed all that the conſideration of that difloyal wretch had made 
me ſpeak unto our women, to th: advantage of man; and [ then animated them to 
the averſion which they naturally had to that ſex, by ſuch words as made them Judge 
] had ſome new occaſion to hate them. My ſorrow did not fo little torture me, but 
that it. cait me intoa ſickneſs. which forced me to keep my bed or my chamber, 
above two months ; during all that t'me I heard not one word of that Traitor, and 
as ſoon as. 1 was recovered, after I had concluded a peace with the Cappadoctans, by the 
mediation of ſome of our neighbours, who enterpoſed, I put the government of my 
ſtate into CMenalippa's hands, and went from Themiſcira, without other company but 
Hippolita, and this other woman whom you ſce with me; we cloathed our ſelves in 
mens apparel as now we are, and to*begin my ſearch, I took the right way toward 
Scythia, believing the difloyal Orontes was retired thither, and thatI there might glut 
the rave wherewith I was ſo juſtly exaſperated againſt him; I will not trouble you 
With the particulars of my voyages, nor of my encounters, I will not repeat the names 
of thoſe places where I paſſed, nor of the Provinces I travelled through ro go into 
your Country, you ſhall only know that after a long painful journey 1 arrived in the 
Province of the Maſſagetes, fn that people had w_ no news of their Prince, froni 
the time he fell into the Araxis, and were then governed by an old Princ?, to whom 
the ſucceſſion by nearneſs of blood did rightly belong ; not being ſatizfied with that 
I paſſed the mount Imaus, and entred into Exrope z and into the Province of the 1ſe- 
dons, to viſit the Court of the King yout father, where I believed I might hear news 
of him, I ſtayed there in a vain expe&ation three whole months, and it was at that time 
when you were inpriſon, and that a valiant Commander named Ar/aces, was gone 
with the Army of the King your fathet, to the frontiers of Scythia againſt Arimbas, 
who invaded them ; I was fo deeply buried in my paſſion, that is hindred me from 
informing my ſelf of your adventures, and I only heard what the meaneſt of ihe 

people 
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people could not be ignorant of, I ſometimes ſaw the Princeſs Berenice your fiſter, 
whom I thought far beyond jimagination, but the reſulution I had taken to keep my 
ſelf always unknown, was the cauſe I neither waited upon her, nor diſcovered my 
{elf to any body ; the inſtruRions I had received from Orontes, gave me knowledge 
enough in the language of his Country, to make my felt be underſtood of all the 
world, When I had ſtaycd at T1ſedor as long as I have told you, I departed full of grief, 
and went towards Arſaces his Army, where I thought defire of glory might perchance 
have ſtop'd him before his coming to Court, I got thither within a few days, and 
was one of the firſt at that bloody battel, which was fought upon the confines of your 
Kingdom, where I ſaw the valiant General do a&ions of ſo rare a courage, that ] 
ſhall ever preſerve the memory of them, as of a Prodigy. I continued in that Army 
without making my ſelf known for other then a young voluntier, till it began to 
march back toward Iſſedon, ard then ſeeing my ſelf as unſucceſsful in my laſt hopes 
as I had been in my firſt, I returned into Aſia, which 1 viſited almoſt all in a years 
time ſpent in travelling up and down there ; in the end after long wandrings to no pur- 
poſe,l came into this Countrey with ſcme hope that among ſo many Princes, where.. 
of Alexanders Court was compoſed, | might learn ſome, news of my faithleſs Oronzes, 
againſt whom I have preſerved my indignation ſo ſtrongly, that time ſhall never be 
able to wear it out of my mind, Behold (continued Thaleſtris ending her narration) 
the abſtra& ofa life full of misfortunes,pardon me if in ſome xglaces I have too much en- 
larged my ſelf, and if I have paſſed over others too ſuccinitly, ſince only the moti.. 
ons of my paſſion made that difference. See now it my anger be not juſt, and ifI have 
not a lawtul cauſe to bate that prince, who by his infidelity hath rendered himſelf un- 
worthy of rhe honour he hath to be allied to Wo : 

The Queen ended her Story of this manner, 'and Oroondates having hearkned to ir 
attentively , Madam (faid he) I cannot chuſe but be Orontes his enemy, after the 
knowledge you have given me of an infidelity without example ; yet when 1 remember 
the proofs which wi:hout intermiſſion he ſhewed of ſo real a paflion, after which 
we ſee him fall into a baſeneſs without any probable ground, and when I call to 
mind what ſubtilty and calumny have heretofore done againſt mine innocence, 1 am 
forced to ſuſpend my judgment, and believe that either you have been deceived by 
others then Oroztes, or that Orontes hath been deceiv'd himſelf, by very ſtrong appear- 
ances ; for indeed ſo ſudden, apd ſounexpeRed a change is contrary to common lenfe, 
and paſſes my imagination, and I arp fully perſwaded, that there is more innocence in 
Orontes his intentions, then the hath been in the cffc&s, either of his grief, or of his 
inconſtancy. The Queen would have replyed, but Oroondates,ſeeing it was extreamly 


* late, and that fo long a diſcourſe might impair her health, took leave of her till the next 
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day, and having bidden her good night, retired into his Chamber. 
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afhrlares rafſed that night as he had done many others, and the day fol- 
Fe lowing was ſpent in thoſe ſad: imployments which his deadly griet* had 
; W$ alrcady made habitual to him, yet did he afford part of ir to the enter- - 
$$ {ainment of the fair Amazon, and diſcourſed a great while with her, 
z touching the cauſes of Oronres his infidelity, which he could neicher com- 
prchend nor excuſe ; the friendſhip he had born that Prince, made him 
ſeek out reaſons to juſt fie him ; but the Q 'eens (jirit grew fo incenſed againſt him, that 
he was fain to give over h's defence, and condemn him wich her. The converſation of 
that Princeſs diverted his ſorrc w- tor ſome few moments, yet no ſooner was he our of 
her preſence, but he plun-ed him{elf fo deeply in his aftliftions, that wichour a molt par- 
ticular aſſiſtance of the gods or rather without an apparent miracle, his life could not 
have ſubfiſted in ſuch viclent affaul s, Ah ! my dear Princeſf', (faid be ſomerimes) how 
great is my patience, and how great proofs do | now give you of the truth of my affe- 
Qion ! certainly the moſt happy perſims never found more. difficulty in reſolving © die, 
then 1 do, inenduring to live; reccive this laſt reftimony of my love, as the greareſt I 
*ever ſhewed you, and by this ſevere conſtraint, judge how dear the defire of ſatisfying 
you is to me, even after your deathir ſelf. In ſuch like diſcourſes, and in ſich like 
| thoughts, he lingred out five or fix days, at the end of which his wound was almoſt 
_ healed, bur his ſtrength was nor ſo ſuon returned, and his ſadneſs had brought 
im fo low that a longer time was requiſite for the recovery of it. He walked every 
day in the woud, where he ſought out thoſe places that were moſt gloomy, and moſt 
conformable to the eſtate of his minde; all obj<Rs of pleaſure ro him were fatal, and 
thoſe that repreſented any thing of wo, gave him the moſt real ſatifation. Thateftris's 
wound was quickly in a good gondition, and permitted her to leave her bed within a 
few days, The cighth after ['Fmachus his departure, which was the ſame he had made 
them bope for his rerurn, was almoſt quite expired, and the Prince of Scythia began to 
be troubled to ſee him fail « f his promiſe, when his Squire Cleantes arrived ; Orcondates 
eſentlv running to him enquired news of his Maſter. He is in Prolomews his Army Sir, 
(an'wered Cleantes ) and you will ſee the cauſe of his ſtay, in this Letter he hath writ- 
_— oy ; ſaying io, he preſented hima paper, and Oroondates having opened it, read 
racie words, 


[yſemachys to Prince Oroondates. 


Ur Common off :irs binder me from ſeeing you again ſom as T intended, but the cauſe 
of 1t will procare your pardon for a delay which troubles me very much. Thoſe Princes 
my 


302 CASSANDRA. Part IT. 


my friends, whoſe aſſiſtance was needful for our revenge, were all difperſed, and ſome of them 
were already upon their way to thoſe Provinces which are fallen to their lot, Prolomeus and 1 
laboxr to get them together again, and that care will neither be wnprofitable, nor unnecſſary, 
Perdiccas and Roxana,whom our proceedings,and t he remorſe of their crime bave made ſuſdi. 
ciow, draw forces towards them again,and by our example keep their frinds about them, The 
report of your virtue has gain'd you a great many here, who will be as much concerned in your 
intereſts, as in their own,and particularly Ptolomeus,who bath prayed me to beg bim a part in 
that friendſhip, which you have done me the honour to promiſe me , 1 beſeech you ſtay for new 
of us in the place where you are, without any other diſquiet then what you receive by our loſſes, 
and moderate your grief, th .t you may recover your ſtrength ; the gods promiſe ju as great a ſa. 
tisfaftion, as we can im reaſon deſire, and I promiſe my ſelf the continuance of that goodneſt, 
you have ſhewed.unto your faithful 

Lyfimachus. 


After that Oroondates had read this Letter in the preſence of Thaleſtris, he asked Cle 
antes more particular news of his Maſter, and Cleantes when he had civilly preſented 
his Maſters humbleſt ſervice to the Queen, as he had been expreſly commanded, an. 
ſwered that he had left him with F:olomews, from whom he had received a welcome 
ſuitable to their ancient friendſhip ; he ſaid moreover that Prolomexs his Army was 
out above three or four hours riding from them, and that it conſiſted of ten thouſand 
foot, and four thanſand horſe, that Exmenes was _— toward Cappadocia with ten 
thouſand men, but that they had ſent to call him back, as likewiſe Anzgonus, and Poly. 
peron, and many others, who were beginning to take their way toward their ſeveral 
Provinces ; he told him alſo that Lyſimachus conjured him, for many reaſons, not to 
ſtir from Polemor?s houſe, fince it was however neceffary the Army ſhould draw that 
way, and that he would wait upon him there, before he had gotten up his ſtrength 
azain : Thuugh Oroondates was exceeding ſorry for Lyſimachus his delay, he was com- 
forted by the hope of his revenge, which he already ſaw in a very good forwardnefs, 
he acked Cleantes many queſtions, to which he anſwered very pertinently, and the 
fair Amazon being already well inſtruſted in their affairs, was defarous to intereſs her 
ſelf in them as in her own, and proteſted to Or-ondates, that ſhe would run his fortune, 
and chat ſhe would ſecond him to the death in ſo lawful an intention. Oroondates, who 
could not flcight her afliſtance after the knowledge he had of her valour, returned her 
thavks with great civility, and cxtolled her generofity in terms that fatisfied her very 
much. The next day he ſent back Cleantes to his Maſter with this Letter, 


Oroondates to Prince Lyſemachus, 


| T trouble for your abſence, is moderated by the cauſe that retards you ; it is 200 juſt a one 
M to be complained of, and your intentions roo generow to be diſapproved ; if your goodneſs 
bath gained me conſiderable friends, it will likewiſe kgep me in their good opimon by the ſame 
ways, and will procure me a place inthe eſteem of great Ptolomeus, the advantage whereof 
will be 19tally mine ; Beſides thoſe gallant Warriors you have armed to maintain our quarrel, 
we have bere ellona, who engages ber ſelf in our misfortes, and whoſe aſſiſtance will be 
both zloriow. and beneficial ro ws ; ſhorten our diſcontents the moſt you poſſibly can, and be 
pleaſed to undertake nothing without giving a ſhare in your glory, to bim that bears a part in 
your miſery, 


Cleantes being gone, Oroondates continued with the Queen, intending to ſtay in that 
houſe , there to exveft news from Lyſimachws , as alſo the recovery of his health, 
and the pleaſure of the gods, who had conftned him to the banks of Exphrates. 
The ſervants LyFmachus had left were ſo careful of him, that within a few 
dayes his wound was quite cloſed up, and within a few more perfe&ly hard- 
ned. his ſtrength began to come to him again, and though he recovered not that 
fleſhinef*, and that lively colour he formerly had , he got up a good part of his 
wonted vigor, and within a ſhort time found himſelf in a condition to bear arms 

again, 
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again, and to execute whatſoever his reſentment could require from him. - Thaleſtris, 
whoſe wound had been much lighter, was cured as ſoon as he, and ſhe might have 
hoped to be ſuddenly ſtrong enough to begin the ſearch of her fairhlefs Orontes again, 
if the deſign of aſſiſting Oromdates, and thoſe of his party, hadnot tied her to their 
intereſts with ſo much aff:&ion, that ſhe ſeemed to have forgotten her own. The 
Prince of Scythia acknowledging himſelf infinitely obliged -unto her goodnefs, repaid 
her all manner of civilities, and took as much care to divert her, as the extremity of 
his ſadneſs would permit him. He walked often with her by the river fide, and in the 
wood, where his encounter of the names of Caſſandra, and Exridice, whoſe misfortunes, 
and whoſe charaGters were ſo like to thoſe of his Princeſs, moved him again to a curi. 
olity of learning news of thoſe ſtrangers : and remembring that Araxes had ſeen Pole. 
mon diſcourſing in his Garden with unknown-Caſſandra, he believed he might from him 
receive the information he detired ; to that end having ſent for him, he prayed him 
courteouſly, to tell him what he knew concerning them. Polemon without ſtaying for 
a ſecond entreaty, Sir ! (faid he) both the quality, and the adventures of thoſe fair 
ſtrangers are unknown to me, and I can only tell you, that perchance the earth never 
bore more fair nor more lovely perſons; they were in this houſe ſome few days, but 
now they are gone away ; and as I was ignorant from what part of the earth they came 
hither, ſoam 1! Fkewiſe to what place they are retired ; this is all I am able ro let you 
know, and I moſt humbly beſcech you Sir, not to delire any more of me. Oroendates 
judying by this anſwer, that either Polemon knew no more then he had told him, or that 
he had ſome reaſon to conceal it, was not willing to preſs him any further. 

Polemon”s ſervants went every day to Babylon to fetch proviſtons, and Oroondates 
would needs fend Aro:es with them privately, to inform himſelf concerning Barſina, 
and many other perſon*, who formerly had born him friendſhip, but above all he gave 
him order to enquire after Toxaris, and Loncates, of whom he had heard nothing, and 
whoſe loſs he bewailed as that of ewo moſt faithful ſervants. Araxes acquitted himſelf 
very diſcreetly, of thoſe commiſſions he had received from his Maſter ; and;at his return, 
told him that Burſins war nct at Bubylon, no more was Apamia, nor Arſinoe, who were 
gone from them with their Hu*bands , that King Occhus his daughters, and all thoſe per 
ſons that had any affinity to the Bloud Royal of Perſia, had forſaken the Town to avoid 
the cruelty of Roxana, Perdiccas, and Caſſunder, who menaced them with a general 
ruine, that Perdiccas made the forces of his Allies to advance on all fides, to defend hin 
againſt thoſe that were diſcontent-d,by whom he was already threatned ; that there was 
not ſo much as any mention of Arid«us, and that he had preſerved nothing at all of that 
ſhadow of Royalty which had been given him; that a moſt exat guard was kept at 
the Gares, that they got in Arms, and Vital from all parts, and that in ſhort they 
prepared themſelves all manner of wayes for a war ; that te had ſoughr diligently 
after Toxaris, and Loncates, but could hear no news of them in the world. Araxes 
having given his Maſter this perfe& account, furniſhed him with matter to entertain 
himſelf for the reſt of that day, and and to drown part of his ſorrows in the thoughts of 
war. Thenext day he ſent one of Lyſimachus his ſervants to him, to give him notice of 
= being recovered, and to pray him carneſtly not to leave him longer in a ſhameful 
idleneſs. 

After the Meſſenger was gotten on horſe-back to go toward Prolomens his Camp, Oro- 
on4ates went abroad and took his ordinary walk along the river : he had leng enter= 
tained his melancholy thoughts npon the banks of it, when having his face turned to» 
ward B:ibyl-n, he ſaw a Cavalier armed at'a]l points, coming along, the great road 
the little defire he had to meet with any body, made him ſtep afide among certain 
Sallows that erew by the edge of the river , yet he went not ſo far out of the way, but 
he could obſerve, that the man, whoſe Beaver of his Helmet was down, was of a very 
fair ſtature, and that ke carried a woman behind him, whoſe face was covered with a 
vill, and her habit like that of the two women, whom he had fourd aſleep not long be- 
fore, and out of whoſe hands fell the Letter of the unknown C. ſſ-n4r2. The arms of 
this Cavalier were ſmzar'd in ſome places with bloud, and his horſe had ſome light 


hurtz: The woman embraced him very cloſely, and he turned towards her ſometimes, 
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and returned her kindnefſes with grgat demopſtrations of atte&ion-- Oroondates- did 
not much confider it ; bu: % was extreamly ſurprized, when, in the diſcourſe of thoſe 
ewo perſons, he thought he heard the voice of his deceaſed Queen ; he lent an ear 
to that ſound in a great amaze, but the horſeman was quickly a good way off, and 
the poor Prince attributed that opinion to the preoccupation of his minde, which 
had formerly produced the like effet. This belief having redoubled his diſcontents, 
O grief! (cried he ) is it not ſufficient that thou troubleſt my reaſon, but thou mult 
alſo corrupt my ſenſes ; and muſt thou needs imprint thy ſelf afreſh in my ſoul, by 
allthe obje&s that come before my eyes, and all the noiſes that enter into my ears ? 
art thou not abſolute enough in my heart already, without ſeeking new forts of ty- 
ranoy, and doft thou not torment it with inhumanity enough , unleſs thou aggra- 
vateſt my misfortunes by new kinds of cruelty ? This reflexion having much aug. 
mented his ſorrows, plunged him into fo perfc& a melancholy, that he continued on his 
walk along the river, not thinking what he did, till he came within ſight of the walls 
of Babylon; at laſt he perceived he was gotten above fifteen or 1ixteen furlongs 
from Polemon's houſe, and was already turning about to return thither, when his cars ' 
were ſtrucken with a doleful ſound, and hearkning to it with ſome attention , he 
diſcerned the voice of one that lamented. His griet had not extinguiſhed that gene- 
rofity of mind, whereof, he kad ever made ſo high, and fo regular a profeſſion, and 
his fortune at chat time, by a moſt fantaſtical caprichio gave him a very ſtrange cc- 
caſion to exerciſe ; he ſaw a horſe hard by him, which having broken the reins of ' 
his bridle, fed at liberty upon the graſs that grew on the bank of the river, and caſt- 
ing his eye a little further off, coward: the place where he had heard that raournful 
voice, he perceived a trace of bloud upon the carth, and having follow-d it a while, 
he at the foot of a tree beheld a man compleatly armed, and the graſs about him dicd 
with the ſame blood, wherewith the field was ſprinkled ; his charitable humour made 
him draw near that wounded ſtranger, and asking him preſently both how he felt 
himſelf and who had put him into that condition , without ſtaying for an anſwer 
he pulled off his cask, and taking his Curaſs off Iikewife, he began tv ſearch for his 
wounds, - This man by that aſhſtance breathing a frecr air then before, began to look 
upon Oroondates, and with a feeble voice prayed him to try it he could ſtanch his bloud. 
The Prince of Scythia was already endeavouring to do it, and having torn part of the 
linen he wore, made rowlers of it, wherewith he began to binde up his wounds 
with much dexterity and pity; he had one upon the thigh, and two in his body 
from which he had loſt ſo great a quantity of bloud , that he was hardly able to 
move. When by the help of Oroondates the courſe of it was alittle ſtopt, the ſtranger 
finding eaſe, and looking upon him from whom he had received that relief ; Who- 
ſoever thou art (faid he) that fo charitably aſſiſts me, know that thou haſt done this 
office to neither an ungrateful perſon, nor one unable to m_ it ; I have ſome credit 
in this Country, which thou mayeſt make uſe of, if the gods grant me my life, and if 
thou canſt make me be carried to the _ Theſe words obliging Oroondates, to 
eye this man a little more intentively then he had yet done, he obſerved a great deal 
of Majeſty in his countenance, and features which were not utterly unknown to him ; 
he began to promiſe him all manner of aſſiſtance, when the ſtranger ro ſtir him up to 
it the more; To the end (faid he) thou mayelt not believe thou halt employed thy 
charity upon an ordinary perſon, and «ne from whom thou couldeit exye&t nothing 
but common hopes, know that Iam called P-:/iccas, Never did Thunder-bolt, falling 
at the foot of ſome young Shepherd, {trike kim with fo ſtrange a ſurprize as that did 
the Prince of Scythia, when he heard pronounced, that hated that deteſted name cf 
Perdiccas, Atfo great an aſtoniſhment, all his bloud retired to his heart, his fac: grew 
pale, the. linen he yer hejd , fell out of his hand:, and tinking down, he was 
near looſing his ſenſes, and his underſtanding, all the words in the world, and all the 
moſt natural, and moſt powerful expreſfions, are too weak in this place, and can 
but unperfe&tly repreſent Oroondates bis thoughts, and the cſtate he was in at this ad- 
venture, That Perdiccas, that Monſter, whom he could not conſider as other then 2 


murtherer, yet ſtain'd with the richeſt bloud that was ſo dear to him ; and he _-_ 
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death he had not only ſworn, but whoſe death alone was the cnly aim of his lite, 
and the only cauſe why he had preſerved it , that horrible parricide, againſt whom 
thouſands of men were at that time taking up arms for his quarrel ; by a miraculous 
decree of the gods, is delivered into his hands, yet delivered in ſuch a condition, that 
he cannot give him the death which ought to limit both his life and his misfortunes, 
but without honour and without reſiſtance. ?Tis true, the nature of the offence he 
hath received, may well excuſe his revenge, which way ſoever he executed it, and that 
now he no longer ha's to do with that glorious enemy, for whom ſo many illuſtri- 
ous ations, and more lawful injuries, had heretofore given him more generous re- 
ſentments, and more particular conſiderations ; but with this Tyger, who violating 
all divine and humane Law, had newly ſtab'd his dagger into the boſom of his love- 
ly Statira, of the Queen of his foul, nay of his own Queen tco; that abominable 
mnrderer of the widow of his King, and the greateſt ot all Kings that ever were, 
and with him in ſhort into whoſe breaſt he ouzhe to ſend a thouſand deaths, if he 
were capable of ſuttzring fo many, without any reſpe& to his weakneſs, and without 
regarding a generoliry which was no longer ſeaſonable, nor decent in thoſe terms , 
to which fo jult a deipair had reduced him. Indeed any other ſoul but his would have 
run headlonv to that revenge without pondering the fitneſs of ir, and any other Lo- 
ver but hz would have embraced that occation to fatisfe fo lawful ananger, without 
having any conuideration of honour, for him that had extinguiſhed them all in the 
horror of ſo dreadful a crime ; but Oroomdates his mind was of another temper, and 
though he was a man, though he- was a Lover, though he was deſperate, he was 
not capable of killing a wounded perſon, nor of taking away a life which he was 
not able to defend againſt him; yet. would he not pardon him neither, but how 
firmly ſo:ver he was reſolved upon Perdiccgs his death, he could not reſolve to take 
ſo ſhameful a time to give it him; and in thoſe deadly trances wherewith he was 
cruelly combated, the motions of his eyes, and the alterations of his countenance 
diſcovered his perplexity. . Perdiccas was not ſo far fpent, but that he perceived his 

anve, and would have forced himſelt to ask the cauſe of it, when Or-ondates broke 
his mortal filence, and ſtepping back ſome few paces from him, crofling his arms upon 
his breaſt, and lifting up his eyes to heaven, O gods! (cryed he) what ftrange inhu- 
manity, orrather what ſtrange injuſtice do you uſe againſt me? you have a thou- 
ſand times difarmed this hand, which I had armed againlt the firſt raviſher of my hap- 
pineſs, and now you take from me the liberty. of puniſhing the infamous butcher of 
my life, and of the moſt perfect creature you ever ſent into this world ! you will 
have me ſee this cruel man, but ſee him ina condition which forbids me to give him 
that death I was preparing for him, and which could not but be too gentle for the 
expiation of his crimes : How, (ſaid he again) aml then forbidden to give him his 
death ? what, ſhall not Statira then be revenged ? ſhall that pure blood which cries 
againſt this barbarous vilkin,and that dearly beloved ſpirit which wanders incefſantly 
about me, have no ſatisfation ? and ſhall this monſter, by the juſtice of heaven, fall 
into my hands, only to receive afliftance ? Ah! no my vertue, no my generoſity, 1 
no longer know you you were noble toward Alexander, but toward this Tyger , 
you would be baſe, you would be condemnable ; he muſt die, and I muſt die with 
him, but this ſword that ought to cut the thread of our two lives, muſt begin with the 
more guilty, and end with the more innocent. At thefe word* he put his hand upon the 
hilt of his {\word, and advanced a ftep or two toward kis enemy, but ſee'ng him 
fretched out at the foor of a tree, and almoſt fainting, he ſtop'd ; full of grief and 
confation ; Ah ! miſerable man, (purſued he) what wile thou do ?, and by what an 
ation wile thou diſhonour all thoſe of thy life ? thine enemy lies all alone, forely 
wounded, and perhaps ready to expire, his baſeneſs cor nat excuſe nor authorize thine, 
and if Perdiccas be ſtill Perdiccas, remember that Oroondates is ſtill Orcondates ; it the 
Traitor eſcape theſe wounds, he ſhall not eſcape thy lawful fury; and if he die of 
them, thou ouzhtzlt to expett that from them, which thou canſt not give him without 
cowardiſe ; thou ſhalt take away his life with more glory, when thou fhalt take it 
inthe midſt of his guards; and when he ſhall be able to diſpute it with thee ; let him 
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live then, the infamous wretch, let him live, fince the gods and my cruel deſtiny do 
fo ordain it ; I donot pardon him a crime, which is not of a'nature to hope for any, 
but I defer his puniſhment, tothe end 1 may give it him without ſhame, and that I may 
die without repentance. When Oroondates ſpoke theſe laſt words, he was ſo near un- 
to Perdiccas, that he could eafily hear them, and he was not ſo far gone, but that he 
underſtovd part of them, and had obſerved part of his ations. He was ignorant of 
their cauſe, and defiring to know what it might be, he ſtrove to raiſe his voice, and 
looking upon Oroondates ; I know not (faid he) what injury I have done thee, that 
thou ſhouldeſt ſo ſoon change thy former goodneſs into bloody reproaches, and de. 
figns againſt my life ; I never ſaw thee that I remember,and this firſt tight had wrought 
in mea deſire to requite thy good offices, which ſhould not oblige thee to hate me, 
Ah! Monſter (cryed the Prince, turning away his eyes through horror). butcherer of 
the faireſt Vrincefics in the world, doſt thou + how there is yet a man that can know 
Statira*s Murtherer, and not be his enemy ? muſt thou eſcape me, thou barbarous fe!. 
low ? me, I ay, who am more concerned in her loſs then all the earth together ? Orc- 
ondates would have continued his reproaches againſt Perdiccas,when he interrupted him, 
and ſtretching our his hand, Friend (faid he) Jet us make peace I pray thee; the af- 
fiſtance thon haſt given me, makes me defire it with thee, and Ideclare unto thee tru. 
ly, that if thy hatred be grounded only upon Statirs*s death, thou oughteſt ro ceaſe 
to be my enemy, Statira isnot dead, and would it pleaſed the gods that ungrateful 
_ O-oondates ſuffered not Perdiccas to proceed further, and if his firſt words 
had ſurprized him, this ſecond aſtoniſhment, which his Juſt cauſed in him, was infinite- 
ly above the former. How ! Perdzccas (cried he, retiring two or three Reps) is not 
Queen Statira dead ? Ah! try not to prolong thy days by that deceit; the ettate thou 
art in ſecures thee from my jult indignation, and thou needeſt not invent lies to ſave 
thy (elf. Perdiccas making an utmoſt attempt againſt his weakneſs; I donotlie, (ſaid 
/ and I proteſt to thee by all the gods, not only that Szatira is living, but that ſhe 
is living only by my-means ; ask the inconftant Caſſandra news of the ungrateful Statira , 
thou ſhalt know that I ſaved her to the prejudice of my own fortune, and of my eſtab- 
lichment 5 and thou ſhaſt know alſo that for a recompence of that good ſervice, ſhe 
hath caſt her ſelf into the arms of a Lover, whom ſhe adores, whum ſhe kiſs'd, whom 
ſhe embraced before my face, and who has left me in the caſe you ſee, Perdiccas wonld 
have ſaid more, if his weakneſs would have ſuffered him, and if the vehemence of his 
ſpeaking had not moved him ſo that he fell into a ſwoun, It is impoſlible to repre- 
ſent the ſtrange inward motions that affaulted Oromdates in a moment , though he 
had but an uncertain belief of Perdiccas his words, that joy as imperfeQ as it was, had 
like to have been his ſudden deſtruftion. He remained a great while without being 
able to cxpreſs his ſevera] thoughts, and that ſtrong ſurprize had ſo amazed him, that 
he was hardly capable of any underſtanding. He had much ado to diſpoſe his mind 
unto that hope, and his ſoul was ſo prepofleſſed with his former opinion, that it was 
very difficult to bring it to a belief of that miracle; the exceſs of his happine(s ſtupi- 
fied him, and he formed ſo high an 1dea to himſelf that his imagination was nor able 
to reach it ; he had ſome trouble to believe even that he was alive himſelf, or at leaſt 
to believe he was not aſleep. When he had a little recovered himſelf, Ah! (cricd he 
of a ſudden) the gods have not revived my Princeſs, Perdeccas is a liar,and what baſe 
fcllow is but too capable of all manner of vices; he made a ſtop after that firſt ex- 
clamation, and having floated a long time in an uncertainty full of confuſion ; *Tis 
no matter (purſued he) our condition cannot be worſe then it is ; let us drive on cur 
deſtiny to the uttermoſt, and let us learn from the ſame mouth, cither the end of this 
lye, or the perfe& truth. With thefe words he drew near to Per4iccas again. to clear his 
doubt, but he ſaw he was in a fwoun, Although he did not yield an abſolute beliet 
unto his words, yet was he not ſo far from it, but that he ſuffzred his mind to enclinz 
towards it a I'ttle, and begun to look upon that man, with thoughts different from 
thoſe he had of him ſome few minutes before ; infomuch that being excited either 
by his natural generoſity, or by a defire to learn the reſt of his fortune, he ran to the 


river, and taking up water in Perdiccas his cask, he caſt ſome of it many times upon 
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his face,to bring him to himſelf again;but ſeeing that he labcured with ſmall ſucceſs,and 
that his weakneſs was ſuch as required better remedies, he reſolved to aflift him to 
the uttermoſt, and ro return to Polemon's houſe; to ferch thoſe that might carry him 
ſoftly away ; bur ſcarce had he gone an hundred paces with rhar defign, when hefaw a 
great many men on horſe.back coming from the town, who riding very falt, wene 
{traight to the place where he had left Perdiccss, Oroondaver got behind certain trees, 
being deſirous to know what they would do, and from thence ſaw that ſome-ot them 
having alighted, laid the wounded man upon a Bier which they had brought, and 
took their way toward Babylon again, Orvondates feeing himſelf caſtd of that trouble, 
aw himſelf alfodeprived of the hope of ledrning more ccrtain news of his Princeſs, and 
after their departure he remained leaning againſt an oak, inthe poſture ofa man whom 
powerful cauſes of admiration had utterly ſtupefied, | 

All the different thoughts, that different paſſions could ftore up in mind, affaulted 
him then in a throng,and ſo confounded him, that they lefc him not the liberty of any 
choice, nor of any diſtinftion. Ar firlt his imagination following his defare, he'be- 
lieved as he wiſhed, that Stratire was alive 4 and in that firſt belief, joy fo ſtrongly, pol. 
(efſed his ſoul, that there was hardly any foot-ſteps of his grief remaining in thoſe de- 
lightful motions : bur as his happineſs had ſeemed probable, by the. conformity ic 
held with his deſires, ſo by its exceſs it appeared incredible, and made him find impoſ- 
fibilities in that, to which he had lent faith fo eafily. Stztirs had been'ftab'd, caſt in- 
toa well, and covered with ſtones in the preſence of Tyrew, who had dit; and 
her death was fo generally confirmed, that there could no longer be the leaſt doubr 
of it, nor the leaſt glimpſe of hope. This refle&ion precipitated him-in' a 
from that heigth of bliſs, te which his firſt opinion : had raiſed him; into that pull 
of miſery wherein he was already buried, and put him again into hisfatal' thoughts 
with more ſenfibility then ever, Ah! | he) Perdiccas isa Traitpr, and a parri- 
cide, and I ſhould be the fimpleſt of all men living, it I gave credit to the-worgl of a 
man branded with ſo many crimes : that mean-ſpirited fellow was afraid of death, and 
by that cunning believed he might prolong his life : Jet us nor therefore flatter our 
ſelves any more with vain and. ridiculous hopes, which would but render our death 
more ſorrowful and more ſenſible. Statirs is dead as certainly as the King her father, 
and fortune hath only ſent me this encounter to make her ſelf ſport with the deſt'= 
ny of a miſerable man. Aﬀeer this thought ſucceeded many others, which fortified che 
firſt, and gave light again to thoſe hopes he had conceived : he remembred that Per. 
diccas had mentioned ( 2fandra in his diſcourſe, and that name recalled many things 
into his memory, which might ſerve for the clearing of what he defired. Thoſe 
words upon the trees and rocks, with the names of Caſſandra and Exridzce, which he 
had fo ottm read, the charaters whereof were fo like thoſe of Statira, and the ſenſe 
ſo conformable ro her fortune and her humour z That letter which was fallen into his 
hands out of Caſſiund4ra's, the writing whereof differ'd not at all from that of his Prin- 
ceſs, and which in thoſe terms it was couched, 4#gpld not be addrefſed corany other 
then himſelf under the name of 0rontes, which W& Mad ever born, and by which ſhe 
for the moſt part was wont to call him 3 Thoſe hich Lyſimachw and he had 
ſeen at Holemon's houſe, both upon one day, and which inſtead of being thoſe beloved 
ſpirits, might be the real bodies of their Princefles ; the opinion he had, that he 
heard their voices in the wood, ſome few minures before he found thoſe Women allcep ; 
and the ſame conceit he had that very day, of the woman whom the horſeman carricd 
behinde him, who according to the computation of-time, and the marks he bore 
upon his arms, and upon his horſe, was like tobe the very fame who bad wounded 
Perdiccas, and 'who anſwerably to his report, had likewiſe in his preſence 
thoſe kindnefſes ro that Woman which he complained of. In ſhort, all that could 
confirm what Perdiccas had ſaid, came into his mind, and made it fo likely, that he 
hardly found any thingat all crodoubr of, Well, (cried heof a ſudden) let us hope, 
Statrra js without queſtion alive, and if I am not the blindeſt man in the world, I can- 
not but know my happineſs. O 2ods ! if you ſhould have wrought this miracle in 
favour of mce, what ſhould I offer upon your a.tars, and what ſhould I do to acknow- 
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ledge a-meroy of that nature? After theſe words, and ſome others full of tranſport, 
herrepeated all thoſe paſſages in his mind, from whenee he could draw any affurance 
of 'his pood fortune; andexamining his'laſt encounter particularly, he tound ir fo 
agrecableroPerdiccas his words, that he 'no [longer doubred but that weman which 
rid behind the Cavalier, whoſe apparel was fo like Caſſandra"s, and whoſe voice was 
ſolike $1atirs's, wasreally Statirz her ſelf, Being forritied by theſe laft conii lerati- 
'ons in that opinion, he gave h:mſelt aver to his Joy, with ſuch exceſs a+ might 
have cauſed:his death , if in the' (ame: encounter he had nor met with ſtrong cc- 
caſions to-repreſs it : Truciit is, - that after having heedfully contidered all things, he 
believed ihe had found Starira again, im the perſon of Caſſandra, ard of the w« man 
who had. paſſed by him thar-very day ;'tur he could not give way ro that thouyht, 
without making rocm for another, which was able to counterpoiſe a good part of his 
happineſs ; nor believe Statira to be living, without believing her to be in the power ; 
of thac Lover with whom Perdiccas reproached her,and whum he had ſeen her embrace 
in his own preſence ; This opinion ſerling it ſelf with the other, prodi ced Jirtle dif- 
ferent efteRs; and as joy had baniſhed all fatal thoughts out of his mind, the jealouſic 
that wee rs it, baniſhed the - greateſt part of that Joy out of the ſame mind, 
$eatira.walive,: (ſaid .he with a diſcontented look) bur ſhe is not alive for me ; thet 
eful Princeſs is in the arms of a new:Lover ; and (hz, who after ſo many years 
ſervice, 'hdrAly-granted me the ſlighteſt favc urs, hugs and embraces a new-come ſer- 
vant without: modeſty 'or diſcretion : Suffer not thy ſelf therefore to be carried 
away with the cxceflive joy thou feltcft for the recovery of that inconſtant wowan 
the gods reſtore her not to Orcondates, though they reſtore. her to the world ; and %is 
bur for the:mitereſts of arrival, that thou haſi ks thy vows; and that thou rejoyceſt 
withorit ſte or reaſon,” | His jealouſie encreatiny by the fireny th of ap1 earances, grew 
then ſo: ihfolem, as to diſpute 'or ſuperiority with hi-- joy 4 and indeed it had not 
ſo lire power, but that ir held his mind for ſome t'me waverine in ſuſf erce ; but in 
the end; rhe excellency of bis nature end of hi aff. tiov which was » +57 ly x ure 
and di-intcreſted, gave jy the upper hand, and made him more fati fied with the lite 
of his Princeſs, then afflited with her incenſtancy; he thereupgen repented his for- 
mer thoughts, and ftriving ro ſuppreſs th:m; O! myeaft. Rin (f{eid he again) par- 
don'me this weakneſs, I am not yet leſned encuph from human'ty, to forret all 
my intereſts; and *twas baſe in me to contider my ſelf in he ſafery of my | rinceſs ; 
let her live, for me, if it be poſſible ; and if that hope be forbidden me, ler her live 
however:z and let only Oroozdates die, fince he is incapable ct living without her. 
How! Leronly Oroondates die ? (added he within a minute after) Ah ! that defirn 
is unjuſt; Qroondates will not die alune : that ha, py rival who triumr hs over ſo many 
ſafferines} and over ſo many year*« ſervice, ſhall intalJibly acccmpany him to his grave; 
He follow liim into whar part of the world (never he {hall go,and carry death intothat 
ſame breaſt where he has lody'd the imaye of my rinceſs. A+ he brought forth theſe 
word<;his face was inflamed with an exceſſive color, and anger and hatred came to mingle 
themſelves among the other paſſions which had found place in his ſoul. He then turnea 
over a thouſand different thoughts, and chat chanye of his forrime, putting him 'intoa 
conditiun-ct taking new reſolutions, and of croſſing the order Ly/im.ichus and he had 
-agreed upon, plune*d him into a deep ſtudy which kejr h1m above an hour upon the 
bank of the: river where he was ſet down.. Art Jaſt he aroſe fiem thence, as much con» 
founded and unreſulved ac before, and walked avain toward Polemon's houſe; but leaving 
ir upon the letx hand. he follewed the courſe cf the river, rill, before he was aware, he 
got abovyea dozcn furlongs from it. When he beyan to com? to himſelf avain, he found 
the was cloſe by the fgde of a wor d, the ſhade whereof fui ins we!l with his penfive 
'hvmour, : beyor m him a defire to viſit it : he four: ht our the thickeſt and moſt retired 
-Places, to which he cummunicated his new cauſes cf icy, and his new cauſes of 
forrdw ; and after having wavered a while in the diverfiry of his thoughts, he re- 
ſolved iri the end, to give Lyſmachw norice of that adventure, and to follow the trick 
of his .rival to ſpend the laſt drop of his bleod, in di/ruting with him for a cen- 
queſt he had ſo eaſily, and fo unjuſtly obtainet ; with this. delign he had -Iready 
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turned about to finde his way home again, when from one of the remoteſt places of 
: wood, 'he beard the voice of certain perions who ſpoke with a great deal of ve- 
he nence ; and theſe IJatt advantages having caught him to negle& nothing tor hz 
knowledg of his fortune, he lent ſome attention to them, to fee if trom thence he 
could draw yet ſomthing more toward the clearing of his doubts : for that purpoſe he 
dire&ed his tteps that way where he ftill heard that noiſe, and had not gone far, when 
through the boughs he ſaw a man armed compleatly , except his Ca*k which lay 
upon the graſs, fitting by a Lady, tro whom he talked with very much ation; as ſoon 
as he was 'ncar enough to hear what they ſaid, he thuught he knew their voices, 
and that conceit made him creep a little nearer, under favour of ſome trees which hid 
him. - From that place he overheard their diſcourſe ; and endeavoured to get a fight of 
their faces, bur ſcarce had he cait his eye upon them, when he was ſtrongly confirmed 
in his ſuſpicions, and forced to contradi& all probability ro give credit to his eyes and 
ears; yet though theſe voices, and faces were perfe&tly known to him, he accounted 
that adventure fo exceeding ftrange, and fo ſurprizing, that he could hardly believe 
itz in this confuſion he heard the converſation of thoſe two perſons, and quickly 
loſt his doubts by a moſt afſured confirmation : the attention he lent permitted him 
to underſtand their words diſtin&ly, and to obſerve all their aRions, fo that Re heard 
that fair Lady, after ſhe had roughly pulled away her hurd from the man who held ic 
between his, ſpeak to him on this manner. Think not unworthy man, thy threats 
can terrifie me, no more then thy flatteries have won me, I cannot love thee, nor wil! 
I be afraid of thee, and as thy wickedneſs gives me an averſion againſt thee, ſo the 
hope I have in the juſtice of the gods, frees me from the fear thon wouldeſt ſtrike in- 
tome, I ſpeak no longer to thee, as to a man that had yet ſome ſenſe of virtue, but as 
to a faithleſs ſubje&, who violates all manner of Laws in the perſon of his Princefc, 
and who cannot be touched wit any other conſideration, then the apprehenfi6n of 
thoſe puniſhments that hang over his head, *Tis by them therefore that I will repreſs 
thy infolence, and *tis by the terror of heavens thunder, that f will divert thee from 
thy abominable intentions. Conſider yet once again (if thou haſt till any remem= 
brance left of what I was, and of what thou were thy ſelf, and it the change of ny 
fortune , have nor raſed out of my forchead the charater , which my birth had 
there imprinted ) conſider that I am the daughter of thy King, and that thou 
art my father's ſubjz& , that from an unreaſonable ambition , thou paſleſt to a 
molt horrible attempt, and that in 'ſhort thou oughteſt ro remember I am 
ſtill Berexice , and that thou art ſtill Arſacomes, This Princeſs, whom after theſe 
words O-0ondates could not but know, would -have faid more, it Arſcomes had 
not inſolently interrupted her. I am now no more in a condition ( faid he ) 
to be ſati fied with theſe kinde of words, and if I commit any faults, the violenc 
paſſion 1 have for you may excuſe them all ; you know that I have ſuffred with pa- 
tience enough, and that in ſpite of the indignity of your uſages I have ſerved you 
with reſpe&ts which are neither due to the daughter of ones King, no nor to the 
gods themſelves; nay with reſpe&s which you ungratefully have abuſed. Thoſe gods 
wherewith you threaten me, are the irreproachful witneſſes of it, and they likewiſe 
know that flie nor ro this extremity againſt you, till after I had rendred you all thatI 
owed both to your birth, and to my love, and after having combated your mind b 
duties and ſubmiſſions able to have mollified a Tygreſs, you have repaid them wit 
ſcorn, with injuries, and with indignities, and have ever uſed me not only as the 
vileſt of all men living, but as ſome aſpick, or ſome ſavage beaſt, Think ic not ſtrange 
therefore, if I try the laſt means I have left, and if having no more hope to make 
you relent by ways of gentleneſs, I make uſe of the rower the gods have given me, to 
obtain thoſe favours,which you may make legitimate when you pleaſe. Arſacomes ended 
theſe words in taking Berenices hand, but ſhe roſe up furiouſly, and looking wpon 
him with eyes ſparkling wi hanger, To thee, Traytor (faid ſhe) ? favours to thee? Ah ! 
know I can die to keep thee from them, and that I am not fo forſaken by the gods, but 
that I hope for their affiſtance againſt thee, The gods (replied Arſ:comer, holding her ' 


by the gown, and riſing after her,) are not concerned in your fantaſtical humours 
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and fince you ur7e my patience to extremities, know that ther ſhail nor delivesyon 
day from the delign I have for my ſatisfaftion; your obttinacy trom henceforth is un- 
rrofitable, and you muſt cither conſent to my utmoſt telicities, or diſpole your ſelf to 
ſee me take them by force? : ſaying thus, he took her in his arms, and having kiffed 
her whether (he would or no, he prepared himſelf to give her more ſenſible diſplea- 
ſures, when Oroon4ates, who had fot beenable to contain himſelf ſo long without a vio- 
lent conſtraint, ſtept forth from the place where he was concealed, and ſhewing himſelf 
© that guilty man, with a face kindled by a juſt indignation ; Arſacomes (cried he) 
thou Traytor Ar/acomes, hold thy hand. Theſe words were to him Ikea thinder-clap, 
the forerunner of the bolt that threatned him, and getting looſe from Berenices nails, 
who had already mark'd his face in divers places, he turned briskly about to Oroon- 
dates, and drawing his ſword, put himſelf in a readineſs to puniſh the obſtacle of his in- 
tentions. Art firſt he knew him not, but Oroondates coming up to him with a fiery ey: 
before he affaulted him, ftruck terror into him with theſe reproaches. Look here dil- | 
loyal man (ſaid he) look upon this face, and acknowledge the juſtice of the gods, 
who reſerve unto thy Prince, the reſcue of thy Princeſs, and the punithment of thy 
offences unto him whom thou haſt mortally oftended. He had not the leiſure to en- 
large himſelf in a longer diſcourſe, and though Ar{acomes had no part of him unarmed 
except his head, and that he had no other arms but his ſword alone, he ſtood not 
conſidering whether he ſhould undertake that uncqual combat, but ſetting himſelt in 
his guard he made at him with more judgement, then it was probable his boiling an- 
ger ſhould have lefe him. Arſacomes knowing | him was ſurprized with an aſtoniſh- 
ment which cannot ecafily be repreſented , and ſcized with a mortal apprehenlion 
which made him tremble from head to foot. He repentcd himſelt inſtantly of what he 
had attempted,but being truly valiant,and judging - his remorſe was unprofirable,he 
baniſhed it together with his fear, and placing his (ety only in his valour, he reſo]- 
ved to proſecute his crigne to the uttermoſt, Berenice was ſo ſurprized with fo ſtrange 
an adventure, and ſo Unexpetted a relief, thar ſhe had ſcarcely underſtanding enough 
Icft to make prayers for her brother. Oroondates ſtirred up by fo lawful a reſentment, 
defired to make a ſpeedy end of the combat, and taking the advantage of Arſacomes 
his aſtoniſhment, who if he had not been in ſuch an amoze, was cne that would 
have troubled the valianteſt man in the world, he very atively avoided the firſt blows 
he made impetuouſly at him, and watching an opportunity to get under his ſword ; 
he engaged the point of it, and bearing it up with the midſt of his own he {lipr 
. along the blade, and thruſt it up to the hiſts, where the defc&s of his cura(s afforded 
way. Arſacomes fell with the wound; and weltring in his bloud, his lite ſtreamed out 
with it at a double paſſage. Oroondates whoſe wrath was appeaſcd by the fall 
of his enemy , had ſome kinde of forrow for his deftiny ; and though his crime 
made him unworthy of any pity, he could not fſce him ſtraggle with death , and 
not be touched with ſome ſenſe of compalſion ; He had not time to ſhew any marks 
of it, and the Princeſs his {iſter, who ran to him atrer his victory, withdrew him from 
all other thoughts ſave thoſ: of teſtifying his joy to ſee her, by all the endearments 
of a moſt affe&ionate brother. They had not the leifure before, to make known the 
aſtoniſhment their encounter had mutually cauſed in them, but as ſoon as they wereat 
liberty to exprels themſelves, they ſuffred their Jove to break forth intoall manner of 
proofs, and having ever been molt fincere, it d'{covered it felt by excethve evidences ; 
and the joy of Berenice, who in the perſon of her brother had found a deliverer, and 
by his aſliftance had newly eſcaped fo great a danger, could not manifeſt it ſelf but 
by ations full of extafie and wonder. After many ſeveral long embraces, O! dear 
Brother, O dear Siſter, ( cried they both rogether ) is it you ? and not being able 
to bring forth any other words, they begun their kindnefles :afreſh, with ſuch ra- 
mar of affe&ion and tenderneſsas are not eafie ro be repreſemted. Oroondates held 
erenice in his arms, giving her a thouſand kiſſes, notwithſtanding all his diſcontents, 
and the alteration of -his hamor ; and Berenice who had nothing more to wiſh for after 
meeting with him, hung about his neck, to which ſhe ſeemed ro be faftned with in- 
difſoluble chains. In the end they gave ſome relpite to their embraces, and their firit 
| amazement 
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amazement. beginning to vaniſh by degrees, O deareſt Brother (cried the Princei<} 
by what ſtrange mercy of the gods have Io favourably met with you, and how is it 
poſſible 1 ſhou'd have found you in this Country: in ſo ſtrange an equipage ? But you, 
Siſter, ( ſaid Oroondates : you whom left in Scythia, and to whom ſuch voyages are 
not uſual as they are to me, by whac ſtrange adventure came you into theſe parts, 
and which way fell you into this danger, from which the gods have miraculouſly 
freed you ? The adventures indeed (replied the Princes) are not a little extraordinary 
whereby 1 am fallen into theſe misfortunes, but the recital of them deſerves a fitter 
ſcaſon, for though Arſacomes be dead, hc has left thoſe very near this place, who, in 
theeſtate you are in may make you run ſome hazard : put on his arms therefore fance 
you have the leiſure, as well ro deceive their knowledge, as to be able to defend your 
ſelf if they affault you, Orr-ondates approved his (ifters counſel, and coming to Arſa- 
comes he began to take off his curaſs, and the reft of his arms ;. but not withour 
ſhewing marks of trouble, and repugnancy in that a&iun, nor withour accompany- 
ing them with words that teſtifizd his compaſliicon of him, Unfortunate Arfacomes, 
(faid he) have the gods made uſe of my hands ro puniſh thy faults ; and have they 
deſtined me to deprive thee cf a lite, tor which 1 would willingly have hazarded 
mine own, if I had found thee in another condition ? bur *tis no matter, with what 
crime {oever thou haſt armed me jultly againſt thee, 1 with thy ſpirit an eternal repoſe, 
and 1 will have my fiſter pardon thee an offence, tor which thou by thy death haſt 
made her ſufficient ſatisfaftion ; the Princeſs whoſe anger was but too much extin- 
guiſhed in the bloud of her enemy, conformed her thoughts unto her Frother:, and 
keeping no hatred at all againſt dead Ar/acomes, the delired his ghoſt niizhy enjoy a 
pert:& tranquillity. Oroc2:4ates had already put On his curaſe, and having by Bere- 
nice's alliſtance fitted himſclf with the reſt of his arms, he roox up the Cass which he 
faw upon the ground, and having eovered his head with it, he arpeared Iirle dit- 
ferent from Ar/acomes, Scarce had he made an end of arming hinvelt, when the Prin- 
cels ſeeing a man come toward them, armed likewiſe at all prints, and mounced upon a 
gallant horſe, Ah! brother (cried ſhe) ſee yonder the perfidious A/tizzesr, who, by his 
pernicious counſels, hath alone brought me into the danger, from which you ave 
delivered me. Fear him not ſiſter (faid the Prince) and believe that the z;-"ds ſend iiim 
only to receive the r-compence of his good advice; and ta furniſh us with a horſe, 
which was neceſſary for us: After theſe words he w2nt to meet Aſtiazes, and as ſoon 
as that wicked fellow ſaw him, Well Sir, ( cried he ) have you any need of cur afh- 
ſtance ? 0-02 ates apfwered nothing, but the beaver of his cack being down, he let 
him come up tol:im in a place, where he could not diſcover Ar{zcomes his body. The 
Prince was a littl2 taller of ature then Arſacomes,burt Aſtia7cs who was far encu: h from 
ſuſpe&ting the truth of that adventure, took not notice of it, till he had ſcized upon his 
ren ; that ation cauſed him to contider him, and obſervins ſome difference, he began 
to pull away his bridle, when Or--n:d.ites holding ir with an extraordinary force, 
Fraytor ({aid4 he) thou muſt diz, and give an acccunt of thy crimes, to him whom 
the gods have ſent to puniſh thee. Aſtiages finding he was miſtaken, would have re- 
paired his faulr, and putting his hand upon the hilt of his (word , he at the ſame 
time clapj”'d (purs to his horſe to trample Oroondates under his feer, but rhe Prince ſtopr 
the horſe with his left hand, and ſecins that 4/tizges had bow*d down his head almoſt 
to the ſaddl: bow, he clinch'd his fiſt, which had a good gantlet on it, and diſcharg'd 
fo weighty a blow with it upon his Cack, that Afizges thought himſelf overwhelmed 
under the ruines of ſome tower; the ca*k indeed faved hi- life, but ir kept him not 
trom being ſa ſtunn'd , that after a while , he open'd his arms, and fell withour 
ſenſe under his horſes feer. Oro n4ates Judg'd that hz was but in a ſwoun, but he di 
dained a more perfeX vitory, and being unwilling to diſpatch an enemy, who was 
no longer able to make reſiſtance, he conrented himſelf with taking his horſe, which 
he led rowards the Princeſs, who came toward him to partake in his ſecond viRtory. 
Brother (cried ſhe ) you are till invincible, and running to him with open arms 
the began her endearments anew , which the Prince returned with alike affe&ion. 
Berenice then thought her felf at the end of all misfortunes, but that day, which was 
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40 be a day of wonders to Oroon4 tes, was not yer paſſed, and it pleaſed the gods 
that while the Princeſs was moſt bulily imployed in her kindnefles to her brother, 
a Cavalier atten-led by his Squire, came paſſing hard by her : he made a top to behold 
ker face and ation, which afcer he had done a while, he lift up his hands to hexven 
of a ſudden, and after a loud cry, he ran to his Squire, who held rwo Javelins, and 
baving taken them out of his hand, he caſt one of them at Oroon/ates his feet, crying, 
To horſe, to horſe, I defie thee to a mortal combat ; Oroondates ſeeing himlelt defied by 
2 man whom he knew not, and whom he had not injured, was inflamed with an. 
ger, and taking up the dart he had thrown him, he leapt upon his horſe, which he 
held by the bridle, while his enemy having turned his back, went to take his carreer, 
that he might run at him the more impetuouſly ; mean while the Princeſs Berenice, af. 
fAifted at this laſt encounter, had caſt her ſelf upon the ground, where ſhe made war. 
againſt' her beautiful face, and her fair hair. They were not now in that part of the 
wood, where Arſzcomes was kill'd, and where the thickneſs of the trees might have 
hindred the liberty of their courſe ; but near the river, and the preat high-way, and ina 
place ſpacious enough, for the combat of a greater number. Theſe two Warriers ha- 
ving taken ſufficient rocm for their carreer, turned about their horſes, and ſertin 
themſelves firm upon their ſtirrups, they came at one another with a fury like that of 
an impetuous winde, and a ſwiftneſs that might be compared to that of an Eagle 
ftooping to her prey ; the earth trembled under them, and the banks of the river ec- 
choed at their meeting, they were both ſuch Maſters of their trade, that they equally 
fruſtrated each other's deſigns, and receiving the blows upon the ſhields, which were 
aimed at the fight of their helmets, they ſplintred their darts in a great many pieces, 
without any effe&t, and ended theirearreer, no more ſhaken by that powerful encoun» 
ter, then rwo rocks by the daſhing of the ftormy billows. At the end of their courſe 
they drew their ſwords; and wheeled about with a fiercenefs able to ſtrike fear into 
the moſt reſolved perſons. Orommdates, lifting up his terrible brow, covered with the 
cack of the unfortunate Arſacomes, and meaſuring his enemy with his eye, thought 
he behe!d the ſame Cavalier who had paſſed by him ſome hours before, and whom he 
ſaſpe&:d to have carried away Statira, and to have left Perdiccas in the cafe he had 
found him. In that belief he held up his hand, by that ſign making ſhow that he de- 
fired to ſpeak to him ere he proceeded further-: though the ſtranger had much ado to 
grant him that delay, he made a ſtop for a few momcntsand Orvondates without put- 
ting up his beaver, if requeſts are decent amongſt encmies (faid he) tell me 1 pray 
thec, if thou didſt nct fight with Perdiccas to day. I have no delign at all to pleaſe thee 
(replied the firanger ) but if thou art Perdiccas his friend thou mayeſt revenge his 
quarrel againſt me, who both fought with him, and beat him. I dehie thee then thy 
ſelf, (cried Oroondates furioully, j anto that mortal combat, to which thou firſt didt 
challenge me, and which ſhall neither have end, nor reſpite, but by death, He ac- 
companied theſe words with a dreadful blow, which coming with that force which 
nothing yet had been able to reſiſt, and falling upon the ſtrangers head, made him +: 
fink almoſt to the bow of his ſaddle, and was like to have made him fall among his 
horſes feet. Never Lyoneſs touched with the Hunters ſpear, turned with ſuch a fury 
againſt him that wounded her, as did the ſtranger after ſo dangerous a ſalute : he had 
been {o little accuſtomed to recive ſuch !ike favours, that his anger, as violent as it was, 
- became thereby twice as much inflamed, and graſping the handle of his ſword, and at 
' the ſametime prating his tecth, he lift it up as high as ever he was abl:, an4 brought 
it down ſo heavily upon his enemy, that his arm, which with his ſhield he had op- 
poſed againſt that tempeſt, yielded under fo weighty a burthen, and his ſhield was 
thereby ſtruck ſo forcibly againſt his forchead, that ir made him reel in his ſaddle, and 
bend backward to the very crupper cf his horſe ; After this mighty blow, the ſtranger 
defiring ro take the advantage of his enemies diſorder, cloſed up ſuddenly to his right 
fide, that he might run the point of the (word between the joynts of his arms, and 
overthrow him upon the ſand by a ſhock which he could not avoid. But Oroondates, 
who was none of thoſe that could fo eafily be vanquiſhed, was already in a poſture 
to hinder his intent ; and making his ſword glitter in his eyes, cauſed his thruſt to 
glance 
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glance along his ſhield, and paſs away withour effe& ; but they ruſh'd acainft eact: - 
other fo violently with their ſhoulders , that the petrels broke, the horſes funk in the 
hams, ready to {et their hanches to the ground . and the Maſters by the fury bf that 
encounter, Were almoſt diſabled to continue their combat ; yet did they cone up again 
to one another more terribly then ever ; and by thoſe firft ſtrokes, knowing their va- 
lor mutually, they imployed all their vigour and dexteriry to ſeek out theit beſt 4tyan. 
rages. Omy pen ! in thisplace thou muſt confeſs thy diſability, and that thou teele{t 
thy ſelf too weak to aepreſent this dreadful combat, the defcription whereof paſſes 
both my lanpguage and my imagination z but to give ſome ſlight knowledge thereof i: 
will &thce thee toſay, that the moſt vicient of all paſſions, anitnated the moſt valiant: 
of all men, and that wichit Fortune conſpired, to make whatever was greateft, and 
moſt to be redoubted in the whole world, diſpute a matchlefs vitory on that ſmia!! 
piece of earth. The ſtuds of their arms were beaten out in many places,vicces of mail 
lay ſcattered in the duſt, and the bluod ran down from divers parts of their bodies, 
and yet their choler was not at all abated; nor did their forces ſeem ar all diminithe! . 
on the contrary their wrath was the more inflamed by the fight of their blood, an: 
their animoſity was redoubled by refiftance. *Twas in that ſeaſon of the year when 
the days were at the longeſt ; and yet the Sun began to decline, befere one could obſerve 
any — or decreaſc of ftrenzthon either fide, The deſolate Berenice fpeftatreſs 
of that combat, poured forth a dclage of tears at the foot of a tree where ſhe waited 
trembling for rhe ſucceſs af it, and begged of the gods, with moſt fervent prayers ac- 
companied with two torrents guſhing from her eyes, rhat cither they would grant her 
brother the vitory, or ſend ſome charitable perſons to ſeparate them. The ftranger's 
Squire earneſtly made the like requeſt, and remembring former ſicceſſes, admired that 
one man could ſo long conteſt the victory againſt his Maſter ; he was too well ac- 
quainted with his humour to dare to help him in an equal fizht, and was not ignorant 
that he muſt never hope for pardon after ſuch an ation. But inthe end the bodies of 
theſe rwo gallant men being neither of braſs, nor marble, they began to grow weaker ; 
and their loſs of Þ!»0d, and want of breath, made them find lefs force in their blows, 
and leſs nimblenzfs in their motions ; their horſes wearied with fo long toil, and 
wounded with ſome ftrokes otherwiſe intended, began to fail firft ; thev no longer un- 
derſtood the ſpur, and anfwered bur lictle to their Maſters defiens, when being jayn- 
ed very cloſe, and being hardly any lunger able to lift up their ſwords, rhey let them 
fall both at the ſame time, and catching hold of one anothers bodicz, they began a 
wreſtling on horſc-back, in which they ſpent almeſ all the reft of their forces, bu! 
yet had not the ſuccels they hoped for ; their ſtrength was then equa!, that they 
could not ſhake one another out of their ſeats, and though each clapr urs, to drag his 
enemy along with him, their tired horſes proved weaker then themſelves, and with 
the remnants of their vigour, they ſo firmly cruthed their flanks, that ſo long as they 
kept their hold, it was impoſſible tor them to move forward; the virts began to 
crack, when theſe wwo invincible warriers, enraged at the Jenvth of that combar, at 
once remembred the dagpers that hung behind their back: z they pur their hands thi- 
ther haftily, 2nd having drawn them to end their quarrel, while with the left arm, 
each held 2bouic his enemies middle, with the right they ſtruck a great many 
blows at- 1: another, and fohring then with a blind heedlef fury , moſt of them 


light upen th.ir ar: buc ſoon having found the defeft» of it, with new ſtreams of 
blood , drew a!'> 12 remainder of their force*y then beins no longer able to keep 
It, they let go their ho}.l, and their horſes being no lon-er Tt by that potent ob- 
Rtacle which had mace then till chem unmoveable, parted and carricd away incir riders 
above an hundr::! races tm one another, That of Orvond wes ftayed firſt, and his Ma 
ſter turning him bout with much ado towards his enemy, ſaw bim totter in his 


ſaddle, and prefenc!y atter fall upon the ſand ; proud of this viftory he would have 
cried I have conquered, but he had not fo much ftrensth asto {reakx taofe Words ; 
nor to keep his ſear, fo hat tumbling from his horſe with very weakneſs, he had no 
other comfort inhis f2!], {ve rhat of ſecing his enemy down, a moment befare him. 


The diſconſolate, or rather che deſpairing Berenice, ran to him quite befides her (lf, 
and 
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and pulling off his cask in all haſte, ſhe ſaw him faint and pale, Tofing his ſenſes with 
his blood, which flowed out at many wide paflages, O gods ! how great was her 
affliction then ; and what lamentations ſhe made over the body of that dear brother : 
it ſeemed as if inconſtant Fortune had only given her him ſome minutes before, to 
make her the more ſenſible of his loſs after ſo uncxpefted a recovery, and if the con» 
ſervation of her honour, which ſhe had ſaved by that encounter, bad not been a thowv. 
and times more conſiderable to her, then that of ker life, ſhe would have detefted 
it a thouſand times, fince the gods ſeemed to have ſent it her for no other end, but 
to overwhelm her in the moſt killing ſorrow her heart was capable to receive; in the 

rſon of Oroondates ſhe not only loſt a Brother, but a brother who was really the 
gallanteſt of all men living, a brother that had ever moſt dearly loved her, a brother 
to whom ſhe had ſuch freſh obligations, and a brother in whom ſhe had found her 
only refuge, ina countrey where ſhe was abandoned to all manner ct diſaſter ; and 
ellrecl any ſanfuary, or any acquaintance ; ſhe caſt her felt upon him with ut 
moderation or regard, and ſtain'd her felt with his blood as ſhe waſhed him with 
her tears; her beautiful face whercin Nature had carefully fer forth her chicſeſt rarj- 
ties, and which in ſpite of her long aftiitiors, ſhined like a fair ſtar, but ſome few 
minutes before, was then the true image ot defolation and deſpair, or rather the very 
pi&ure of her dying brother, her hands which would have reſpetted it in her ordi- 
nary luſtre, knew it not in that condition, and were ſo fſacrijcgious as to carry 
themſelves inſolently againſt it, and leave niarks in it of the power grief had over 
them; As ſoon as her voice had forced the paſſage which her tighs had long made 
good againſt it, Fortune (cried ſhe) injurious Fortune ! by what crimes have I ſ6 
hainouſly incenſed thee, and what advantage canſt thou draw from thy mercileſs 

rſecutions ? didſt thou ſeem to be reconciled with "me fo lately, for no other end 
bo to make me the more ſenſible of thy cruelties? and didft thou reftore me this 
dear brother only to take him from me again with ſo 1uch inhbumanity? Dear 
brother, (continued ſhe, cloſely embracing him and joyning her face to hi:) the 
greateſt, and moſt lovely Prince in the whole world, mutt fo brave a life, have (6 
ſhort a thread, and fo deplorable an end ; and have the gods broughe us together after 
ſolong a ſeparation, for nothing elſe but that I might cloſe thine eyes, and pay thee 
thy funcralrites? will you forſake me then in an unknown countrey, where | had 
no other refuge but in you ? and linec you have liv'd for my honovr, will you not live 
ſtill for my happineſs ? As ſhe ſpoke theſe words, after ſhe had unhi ckled his curaſe, 
ſhe laid her hand upon his heart, and finding there yet jiuwe remainder of warmth, 
Ah ! dear brother (cried ſhe) there is ſtill ſome Iifs in vov. and re: haps the geds 
will yet preſerve you ; afliſt me then you gods, you thar ar. all rved, and all power- 
ful, and let not the perfe&teſt of your creatures periſh for wanr of ſeccour. With 
that ſhe roſe up from her brother, and running thrcu-+H the word, ſhe called for aid, 
even to things that were the moſt inſenſible ; whi'e ſh? was in this ſorrowful imp'oy- 
ment, the ſtranger's Squire made moſt bitter lamentarions over his Maſter, and judg- 
ing that alone he could not give him that afliſtance which was neceſſary, let: him to 
beg ſome help at the neareſt houſes. He was already gcne, and the niche that came 
on apate, redoubled Berenice's confufion and deſpair, andplung d her foul int-» incon- 
ceivable frights and terrors, when her good fortune brought them ro her, from whom 
ſhe quickly received aſſiſtance. Ir was Araxes, Polem:n, and ſome of Lyſmachus his 
ſervants, whom the Princeſſes cries had drawn unto that place; Araxes was in pain 
by. reaſon of his Maſter's long ſtay abroad, and had been ſome hours in the ſeorch of 
him with much diſquiet. - No ſooner did Bercnice ſec him appear, but ſhe ran aftright- 
ed to him, and ftretching forth her hands in a beſceching poſture, Whoev:r you are 
(cried ſhe) if there be any pity in youu, ſuccour a dying Prince, an d veur afliſtance 
will be beſtowed on one that well deferves it : Scarce had ſhe {:yk:m thiſe words, 
when Araxes thought he knew that voice, and though the. litrl- probability there . 
was in that encounter, made him very uncertain in his belief, yee did it cauſe him to 
look heedfully in her face, where, notwithſtanding, that darkneſs beoan to ſteal away 
the light, he obſerved ſo much reſemblance to that of Berenice, that his ſuſpicions 
redoubled, 
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redoubled, and were ſtrong encugh to make him cry, O gods ! Madam, what do I ſee ? 
can it be you my honoured Princels ? Theſe words, and her having met with Orcondatess 
made his faithful Araxes known to Berenice, who received no ſmall conſolation by hi3 
fight z ſhe was not able to diflemble ir, but forgetting her gr. atneſ*, and her ordina- 
ry gravity, ina time when ſo many accidents had perplexed her, the embraced him, 
and gave hinmra reception, he could not haye hoped for trom her in another ſeaſon. 
Araxes (aid ſhe) *cis even I, Araxes, and the gods have put me again info the 
arms of my dear brother, only to make me a witneſs of his death. Behold him here 
(continued ſhe drawing near him.) behold your poor Prince, yielding up his life 
with his blood, through a great number of wounds. If Araxcs was ſurprized with 
the ungxpeted encounter of Berenice, he was more ſenſibly ſtrucken with her words, 
and not loſing time to anſwer her, he ran to him, ſo loft and blinded with ſudden 
grief, that he almoſt trod upon him, in his hatte to find him : When by the light of 
the Moon which began to ſhoot forth reaſonable- clear heams, he ſaw his dear Maſter 
in ſo woful an eftate, he was ſeized with ſuch a violent ſorrow, - that he was like to 
have kept him company ; he was going to fall into bewailing complaints, when be 
remembred that his help was more necetlary tor him, then thoſe unprofitable teſtimo- 
nies of his aff:&ion, and fummoning all his courage, ro make himſelf capable of do- 
ing ſomething, in an afflition that put him behides himſelf, he ſtood up, and while 
Berenice and Polemon having quite diſarmed him, applied handkerchicfs to his wounds 
to ſtop the blood he had yet left in his.body, he bukied himſelf with the reſt, in 
cutting branches, and making a kind of hand-barrow to carry him away. Lyſimachus 
his two ſervants lcfs poſſeſt with grief, wrought (o faſt, that they quick]y made one fie 
to ſerve their turn ; and having ſpread their cloaks, laid the Prince upon it, and began 
to bear him gently towards Polemon's houſe, Although Araxes was generous and chari- 
table, his being ſo powerfully prepofſefied, hindred him from taking any care of 
the Stranger, who by the abſence of his Squire was left alone, and ſtretched out upon 
the place, without ſenſe, or appearance of lite, and thinking only vpen his Maſter's 
ſafety, in all his ations he did not ill ſecond the mourning of the afflited Berenice, 
They had not gone above half way, when either through thar ſtirring of him, or ſome 
other cauſe, Oroondates came out of his twoon,and by ſome little moving, accompanied 
with a weak (igh, he raiſed their almoſt quite dej&ed hopes, and reſtored ſome ſereni- 
ty to Berenice”'s countenanc?, ſhe [tepr cloſe to him in a ſuſpence between joy and 
ericf, and having called him twice or thrice, therſaw him turn his head toward her, 
and givz her that token he had ſome underſtanding left. Ah ! my dear brother (aid 
the) you thall not die, your vertue is too dear unto the gods, to loſe hopes of ſom2- 
thing to ydur advantage, In the mean time Polemon was gone before, to get ready all 
things neczſlary, and before they arrived at his houſe, they met the Amazon Queen, 
attended by H:ppolita and Amintas; who came toward them in a fright at the news ſhe 
had heard of that accident ; having vowed a real friendſhip to Prince Orosnd4ates, her 
grief was not ſlight for his dyſaſter, and drawing near him, (he gave all the proofs of 
it, he could defire from the Princeſs his Siſter. They went into the houſe together, and 
having put him preſently to bed, Amintas look*'d upon his wounds ; he had two in 
his body, two in his thighs, and one in his left arm: All that were preſent expe&ed 
the Chirurgion's opinion, with apprehenfions which were cafie to be obſerved in their 
countenances ; but O gods! how great was their joy, when having ſearched them, 
he gave afſurance that none were mortal, that only loſs of blood and wearineſs had 
cauſed his ſwouning, and that, if he would be more tratable then he was of his 
former wound, he promiſed them an infallible cure within a ſhort time. This 
Judgment brought joy again amongſt perſons ſo;afte&tionate to himgand they akogether 
ſhewed marks of it proportionable to the friendſhip, which nearneſs of blood, obli- 
eations, and the conſideration of merit, had eſtabliſhed in their hearts; colour re- 
turned into their faces, and Queen Thaleftris, who in her firſt trouble had not conſi- 
dered the Princeſs Berenice, atrentively, caſt her eyes upon her wich more curioſity, 
and hearing her call Oroondates by the name of Brother, fhe called to mind ſome linea» 
ments of that beauty ſhe had ſeen in Scythia : but defiring a more perfe&t affurance of 
it, 
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it, ſhe drew it from the mouth of Araxer, As ſoon as he had fully informed her, 
ſhe uſed complements to the Princeſs, tull of refpe& and civility ; and Berenice, who 
at the ſame time learned Thaleſtri*3 qualiry from Araxecs, repayed them with all man- 
ner of ſubmiſſion ; the diſquiet they yer were in for Oroondates, would not ſuffer them 
to hold any long diſcourſe, and they concluded with proteſtations of a perfe& friend. 
ſhip, and mutual promiſes to tell their adventures, and let each other know the cauſe 
of their arrival in that Country, as ſoon as they ſhould have a more convenient time, 
In the interim Oroondates was ſo far come to himſelf, that he ſpoke and knew every 
body, and ſeeing Berenice at his beds fide, I am wounded {ifter (ſaid he) but my rival 
2 {}ain, and the ingrateful Caſſandra ſhall have bur little ſatisfa&ion by her infidelity, 
Theſe words, the cauſe whereof were unknown to all that were preſent, made them be- 
leve he was light-headed, but after them he ſpoke others of ſo good ſenſe, that they 
partly Joſt that opinion. Madam (faid he to Queen Thaleftrss) ſee there the Princeſs 
my ſiſter. TI know it Sir, (anſwered Thaleſtris) and fince that knowledge, have vowed 
my affeCtions to her, with a great deal of reſpet, and defire to merit hers by my ſer- 
vices. That offer (replyed the Princeſs) is too advantagious to me, to receive it as 
other then a meer favour, and fince with ſo much goodneſs, you grant me what I could 
not juſtly hope for, I will not abuſe it further, then to beg the continuance of it. 
The'r civilities had not ended ſo! ſoon, if they had not been in another place ; bur 
Amintas, who had already drefſed the Prince, impoſed them filence, and having more 
expreſly enjoyned it to his Patient, he perſwaded them to retire, The two Princeſles 
whole friendſhip was quickly grown, went into Thaleſtri*s chamber, where having 
givencach other nzw confirmations of it, refolved not to part beds while. they cor» 
tinued together. After ſupper, they mutually expreſſed their defires to know one ano- 
ther more particularly ; and Berenice having, told Thaleftris, ſhe defired to make her 
the relation of her lite in the preſence of the Paince her brother. Thaleſtrz offered to 
begin with hers, and for that purpoſe going to bed together within a while after, 
they ſpent a good part of the night in the recital ſhe before had made to Oroondates, 
Berenice infinitely taken with the wonders of her lite, with her deteſted Orontes his in- 
fidelity, and having promiſed to requite that favour, as ſoon as her brother ſhould be 
able to hear her, thoſe two great Ladies fell aſleep when it was almoſt day, and roſe 
not till it was very late, In the mean time Oroond.ites (whoſe: thoughts returned to 
him with his forces) was in a condicion different from that wherein he bad paſled 
many days : hereſteda]lnight reaſonable quietly, and thenext morning he reflefted 
upon his fortune 3 and,after long conteſtation,judeed it to be rather better then ic was 
before. Statira is inconſtant (faid he to himſelf) but yet at leaſt ſhe is alive, and 
unleſs in my affeCtion I conſidered only mine own intereſts, I cannot equally confader 
her death and her infidelity ; I had rather ſhe ſhould ceaſe to Jove me, then ceaſe to 
live; and 'tis enough that my jealoulte arms my hands againit my rivals, without arm- 
ing my wiſhes againſt my Princeſs, let us fatiche our ſelves with having diſpleaſed her 
in the death of her favourite; and if my love demanded reparation from her inconſtan- 
E£y, let us believe that that we have received is no light one, fince- with our own eyes 
we have ſeen him fall dead, whom ſhe loved more then her life, being for him, the 
in ſo ſhorta time had loſt the memory of our ſervices and of her illuſtrious husband. 
But miſerable man, (faid he again) what doſt thou rejoyce at ? canſt thou be plea 
£d to have offended thy Princeſs, and canſt thou have ſent him out of the world, 
whonrſhe loved, without becoming her mortal enemy ? and canſt thou become her 
enemy without becoming a more cruel enemy to thy ſelf? But, (added he for his 
juſtification) *rwas that rival himſelf that detied me, and affaulred me upon that 
quarrel, I can ſaſpe& no other cauſe of ir, and he without queſtion knew me for 
Statira's ſervant, and for him that had horetofore obliged her to ſome good will ; per- 
chance alſo he is not dead, but may have received from his friends, a like afliftance to 
that which ka*s brought me back from the grave; if ic be ſo, O Rival! in ſpite of 
all my repentance, and in ſpite of all Statira's intereſts, prepare thy (elf for a ſecond 
combatr, and diſpoſe thy ſelf to loſe thy pretenſions with thy life, or to tear away 


theſe remainders of mine ;there is no part of the world able to conceal thee _ 
t 
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the purſuir of a deſperate love, and thou art too bravea man, to hide thy ſelf from 
him againſt whom thou fo valiantly haſt defended thy advantage. This thought ha. 
ving drawn on anuther, he opened che curtain of his bed, and calling for 4Araxes, 
commanded him ro ſend to the place where they had foughr, and if bis enemy were 
found there capable ot any aſliitance, he charged him to give it him as to his own 
perſun, and to uſe his utmoſt endeavours to recover him into a conditicn of termi- 
nating their quarrel ; He rock care alſo for Arſacomes his burial, and having given 
theſe orders in a few words, and obeyed the command he receiv:d trom 4mintas, to 
kep ſilence all.chat day, The :wo Princeſſes lett it him who ly free,and being got up 
late, they contented rhemſe!vs at the Chirurgions delire, with ring but once into 
his chamber, tc give him che good day, and to inquire how he did, He had already 
told th-m his encounter with Perdiccas,and had as much aftoniſhed them wich thoſe 
| laſt etf:& of his generoſity, as he joyed them with the news of Statir.'s ſafety, whoſe 
loſs they had deplored as well as he, In the mean time, Araxes being returned from 
the place whicher his Maſter had ſent him, brought word back that he had vainly 
ſought the bodies of the ſtranger, and of Arſacomes, and that ſomie one having taken 
them awav, hail hindre him from rendring them the laſt ofhices of burial. Groonda- 
tes exprefſ:d ſome trouble at it, and the next day the Princefles obtained permiſſion 
of Amintas to ſtay with him,and keep h'm company, upon condition they ſhould nor. 
make him ſ'-eak 100 much. As ſoon as Oro:ndater ſaw them by hi bed-lide.addrefling 
himſelf to the Princeſs Berenice, Siſter (ſaid he) we have not yer had time to en- 
tertain one another fince our meetin? ; I burn wich an imyariency to learn your 
adventures, and the cauſe of your coming into thi- C untry, I bcſeech you to ſati-fie 
it in the preſenc: of thi: fair Queen, who need not be iufpected to vs. Brother 
(replyed che Princef-) provided your health may receive no prejudice by your at= 
tention, nor by rhe noiſe of my ſpeaking, I am ready to content you, and to tell you 
wonders thar are unknown to you, and wherewith (as you may remember) I never 
had the | berry co entertain you during your impriſonment The Princeſs then turn- 
ing rowards Amintas to a*k his approbation, and he having afſured her that Oroon- 
dates mizht hearken to her tor ſome time without danger, ſhe began the relation of 
her advencures thus, 
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The Hiftory of Berenice. 


Ow ſhal! I be able, dear Brcther,to avow my faults and weakneſſes to you,and 
what account ſh 11 1 give you of a lite, which you muſt needs think criminal, 

if ycu judge of my a&'on- with ſeverity, and it you have nor (ome regard to a dear 
memory, to reaſon* thar are ſpecious enough, and to the frailty of our nature : In« 
deed this conſt leration ab: ſhes me.and makes me fear as many changes of my coun- 
terance in thi- re/ation,a* you will find chanpes in my fortrine; but Brotherto re-aſ- 
ſure me, I will remember not only that yuu have loved, fince decency preſcribes us 
different rules ; but that thi- fa r Q en who hears me, hath not been exempt from 
this yaſſion, and that by the hciphc of yours, and the qualities of your perſon, you 
obliged a vreat Princeſs, whoſe virtue was withour blemiſh,and whoſe —__ may 
autho-iz2 part of my faults, to flacken ſomthing of her ſeverity for your ſake, and 
to conceive inclnation: foll of a real aft:&ion, After this preparation to my diſ« 
courſe, | wi!l make you a naked confeſſion of the accidents of my life, whereof you 
have tl now been ivnurary, and wich part whereof | had entertained you in Scythia 
bur for the ſtrifineſs of thoſe ſpies which were ſet over you in priſon, and the order 
thar wa* taken about your derarture. | wil! therefore begin my recital from the time 
of the fi- ſt voyage you made in'o Perſis, & will neither tell this fair Q1een my birth, 
which fh$ cannot be ivnorant of, after the knowledg of yours z nor the particulars 


of my infancy which have nothing AM and whereof the remtembontes 
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is but too deeply drowned in that of my more important adventures, 

You know I was but in the thirteenth year of my age, when you marched againſt 
Darius, with the King our father, and all the forces of Scythia,and I hardly began wo 
enter upon the fourteenth, when the King returned to Iſſedon with his Army; and yer 
even when 1 was ſo young, 1 did not eſcape the aflaulrs of Fortune, nor of thoſe ſor. 
rows wherewith I have ſince bin overwhelmed. The firſt I received of weight 
to make it (elf be felt, was that of your going away : and though I ſaw marks of 
your remembrance,in a Letter which was given me from you,that teſtimony of your 
affe&ion ſerved only to make me more ſenlible of your — ;and I, with my 
particular affliftion, accompanied that general exceſlive ſadneſs, which ſeized 
the whole court for that occaſion; The King exprefled an extraordinary gricf, and 
condemned the lightneſs of your youth, by words which ſufficiently made known 
how really he loved youat that time. That kind of mourning took off much from 
th: divertiſements of that winter, and moderated thoſe rejoycings which were pre. 
pared for the Kings return, and for the ſucceſs of his arms ; and then it was that the 
ſorrow which by your abſence had begun to poſſeſs my heart, ſought occafions wo 
ſertle it ſelt there for the remainder of my lite, Bur becauſe I cannot enter upon my 
ſtory without the mixture of another, which makes a good part of it, I muſt fob 
low the thread thereof according to the order of timc, & before tel] you my misfor« 
tune*, | muſt diſcover the cauſe ofth2m unto you. You know that the King was ever 

of a very amorous complexion, and that after the death of the Queen our mother, 
he had already expreſſed love to many Ladies of the Court, bur all thoſe firſt affe. 
ions had been without fixing any where, and without continuance, and it was be- 
lieved that all that ſhould fuccced them would have alike ſucceſs, when for our un 
happineſs, and by the cruelty of the dettinies,he fell deſperately in love with Strata. 
nice, fiſter to the unfortunate Arſacomes, and daughter to the Prince of the Iſſedons, 
She was bred up with me,as many other Princeffes of Scythia,although 1 was young- 
er then ſhe by five or fix years ; and I may truly ſay that her beauty, the excellency 
of her wit, and a great many good qualitics ſhe poſſeſt, had produced in me a real 
friendſhip rowards her,l will not deſcribe a beauty to you Brother, which heretofore 

ou were very well acquainted with, and 1 will only call to the remembrance of this 
Lir Queen, who perchance may have ſeen her during the ſtay ſhe made at Iſedon, 
that all the features of Stratonice's face are very handſome, that her «kin is white and 
delicate, her eyes and hair black, her ſtature tall, and that in all her a&ions, and the 
motions of her countenance, the hath a great vivacity, and ſomthing very attraCtive. 
True it is that ſhe never made uſe of her wit to add new graces to it,and that having 
one of the moſt crafty ſubtil ones that can be known,ſhe often imployed it with ſuc- 
ceſs to ſeek her own advantage. 

It was upon the day when the feaft of the goddeſs Tellus was celebrated, that ſhe 
received the firſt teſtimonies of the Kings afte&ion;or at leaſt of his particular efteem 
and of his preferring her before all the Ladies of the Court. There was a ſacrifice 
made unto that goddeſs in a large open field, in the middeft whereof an Altar was ' 
raifed,upon which the King for an offering, was to cauſe a baſon of the fineſt lowers, 
and faireſt fruits the Country could produce,to be preſented by ſome Lady, who for 
her beauty, virtue, or quality, by his choice,deſerved to be fo prefer*'d above all the 
reſt. This honor was fo confiderable;that it was envied by the faireſt ; and thoſe that 
diſtrulted the obtaining of ir, found commonly ſome pretences, not to be preſent at 
that ceremony. Stratenice who certainly had a great deal of reaſon to pretend to it, 
was one 6* the firſt there, and of the neareſt to me; If ſhe had any hope of it, ſhe 
was not deceived , for the King never wavered in his choice, but looking upon the 
reſt with a kind of diſdain,addrefſed himſelf preſently to her, and giving her the ba- 
{un with his own hands, Fair Stratonice (faid he) receive this authentick reftimony 
of the advantage you have over all beauties, and preſent unto the goddeſ this offring 
of a Kin”, who acknowledges you worthy of more noble, and more ſolid offrings 
your fe]f. Styatonice whoſe ambition had not yet deprived her of the know1ede of her 
ſelf,could not hear theſe words of the Kings without bluſhing,and'very modeſtly re+ 


ceiving 
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cciving what he held forthato her, ſhe anſwered only with a profound obeyſance, 
and acquitted her (elf exceeding gracefully of what ſhe had to do for the accoumpliſh- 
ment ofche ceremony. Afﬀeer that firſt knowledg of the Kings particular eſteem of 
her, ſhe received many others of an affection taking birth, and within a while after 
of a ſetled palſion. Being ſhe at that time had no other deiizns then whac ſhe 
might with reaſon conceive, ſhe made nogreat foundation ujon it, and krowing 
how truly I loved her, ſhe declared unto me all the Kings proceedings, and defired 
me to ſet down the order ſhe ſhould follow, it that fancy ſhould run on. I appro 
ved her diſcretion, and thanked her for the reſpe& ſhe ſhewed me, but nor belicving 
that the courſe of the Kings affeRion ro her would be of any importance, 1 referred 
the condudt of it to her own prudence, as being younger then the, and more *gno- 
rant in matters of love. In the mean time the King perſiſted in that paſſion, that 
by little and lictle the world began to loſe opinion of his conſtancy, and Stratonice 
to change part ofher modeſty into an ambition, which made her raiſe her thoughts 
to unjuſt hopes z ſhe then left off ſpeaking to me any more touching the Kings Pro- 
ſecutions, and concealed that from me, which had formerly made x act of our tnter= 
rainments. I carried myſelf with ſo much innocence towards her, that I dived not 
into her intentions, and I never thought her detires aimed at that dignicy, which 
ſince ſhe hath attained, The King who loved her mot ardently,ſerved her wich great 
diſcretion;and 1 did not believe ſhe grounded any thing upon his love,ti!l | received 
an affurance which would no longer ſuffer me to doubt of it; One day when ſhe was 
in my chamber, 1 put her upon that diſcuurſe, and a*king her ſome queſtions about 
the Kings affe&ion, ſhe ſpoke of it as of a thing ſhe had no thought of, and 
whereof ſhe could hardly endure the remembrance,and difapproved the rvings court- 
ſhips in ſuch terms,as made me believe ſhe gave noconſent to them at all : I praiſed 
her diſcreet inclinations, and modeſt carriage ; but within a while after, as ſhe wene 
out of my chamber, a paper drop'd from her clothe*, and one of my waiting women 
having taken it up unſeen to her,brought itto me. | was familiar enough with Stra- 
zonice, to take the liberty to ſee her ſecrets,and upon that confidence having unfolded 
the paper, 1 found three Letters, by the firlt of which 1 knew the Kings writing,and 
preſently after read theſe words. 


The King of Scythia to the Princels Stratonice. 


W Ill zort be erer inſenſible of my affefion, fair and lovely Stratonice ? and will you 

{till oppoſe me with that tyrannical duty, whereby you defend your jelf againſt it 
with ſo much inbumanity ? 7ive over theje unjuſt inclinations Stratonice, and diveſt your 
ſelf of that old error, which perſwades you that it is a greater crime to love, then to mur= 
ther a King. y 


The reading of this Letter diſcovered unto me part of Stratonice's diſſimulation z 
but 1 was berter confirm'd in it by rhe fight of the other two, which like that was of 
the Kings own hand ; the firſt of them was much after this manner. 


The King of Scythia to the Princels Stratonice. 


Can bold out no longer, Stratonice, and you have at Liſt reduced him to beg mercy of 

you, who never needed it from any body ; you have done enough for your juſtification 
and that ſeverity, for which you _ to be praiſed, becomes blameable by its objett, 
Tow can no more with glory give death to bim who never defended himſelf againſt you, nor 
can you give him life ſo long as you ſhall refuſe him your affection, 


In theſe two firſt Letters I ſaw nothing that could make me condemn Stratomice 
for her diſhmulation, but in the third I found ſome words that diſpleaſed me, they 


were theſe, or to this purpole. 
0 pu Sſ2 The 
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The King of 8cythia to the Princels Stratonice. 


WW Hy do you tell me, that I am nt indifferent to you, ſince by your ations you te= 
flifie the contrary Þ and why do you ſuffer me to conceive hopes if your intentions 
be otherwiſe difpoſed ? I bave given my ſelf wholly to you, an4 I have yet obtained no. 
#bing from you ; it is time, fair Stratonice,that you ſhould do ſomthing in my favour, and 
that of an unfortunate man as be is, you ſhould make him the happieſt of all the Princes 
xpor earth, whom of your King you bave made your ſlave, Matheus. 


The reading of theſe Letters cauſed in me an extream ſpite at the cunning of Stra- 
zonice, from whomtill then I had never concealed my moſt ſecret thoughts;and I be= 
gan to believe, that ſhe had unfitting deſigns,fince ſhe had not diſcovered them unto 
me ; not that I doubted her virtue, 1 had too much knowledg of it to contradict my 
former opinion, and certain'y the never gave any occalton to have ir ſuſpefted ; and 
I ought toconfeſs, fince it is a truth, that in all the courſe of the Kings affc&ion to 
her, ſhe ever behaved her ſelt exceeding modeſtly, and never exceeded the frifteſt 
rules of chaſtity. I was diſpleaſed at her diſlimulation,and [| exprefſed my reſcntments 
to her, though with much gentleneſs ; At our next mecting I drew her to a window, 
where our diſcourſe could not be overheard, and giving her the Letters, Here couſin 
(id DIreftore you what chance &your negligence have cauſed to tall into my hands; 
and I am very ſorry they have diſcovered to me, what you wich ſo much prudence 
have diſguiſed. Stratonice was ſo confounded at theſe words, and at the fight of her 
Lerters,that as cunning as ſhz was,ſhe could not diflemyole her aftoniſhment ; her tace 
changed colqur twice ur thrice, but when ſhe hada little recovered her (If, It is crue, 
Madam, (anſwered ſke), of late 1 have not told you any thing concerning the 
Kings obltinacy to torment me;but *twas becauſe I feared 1 could not make my com» 
plaints ro you, without falling into anger againſt a perſon to whom you are 74 near, 
and to whom both you and I ow all manner of reſpe&: I was but little ſatisfied with 
that anſwer, and replyed ſmiling ; you are not ſo tormented by him, bur that you 
give him hopes. Ir is not, Couſin, that I would go about to diſapprove your aCtions, 
you are diſcreet enough, both to meaſure your ſelf, and to know the Kings intenti= 
ons ; butT amſo much your friend, asto take the liberty to tell you,” they cannot be 
advantageous to you ; although you are worthy of an extream good fortune, no 
body believe: he hath a deſign to marry you,and all other thoughts he can have,mult 
needs be ruinous toyou. Stratonice could not forb:ar ſhewins ſome conk.ifion at 
this diſcourſe, but having a great deal of wit,ſhe was not long ere ſhe rc-afſured her 
ſelf, andanſwered, I will endeavor, Madam, to draw benefit from ycur good advice, 
and what deſign ſoever the King can have upon me, I will ever have that, of neither 
doing or ſuffering any thing that can make me unworthy of your affe&ion, or of 
your good opinion. She brought forth theſe words wich an alceration which made 
me know ſhe was not pleaſed with what I had ſaid, and preſently after, our conver- 
ſation being interrupted, we no more ſought occaſions to begin it again, and I con- 
tented my (elf with having made Stratmnice ſee her artifices were not unknown to 
me, without preſſing her any further. She in appearance bore-my reproof modeſtly 
enough, and carried her ſelf toward me, as ſhe was wont ; but within a few days 
after, the King meeting me in a gallery near my lodgings, took me by the hand, and 
drawing me afide from my maids that followed me, Berenice (faid he) you are too 
young to inſtru thoſe that have more age and knowledg then your ſelf, and I do 
.not like that you ſhould counſel my Miſtreſs to my prejudice. Theſe words ſo ſurpri- 
zed me, that I remaineda long time filent, and ful of confuſion, and fear of having 
diſpleaſed the King by the liberty I had taken, but ſetling my (elf as ſoon as I could, 
Sir, (faid 1) Inever had any intentions to give counſels to your Majeſties prejudice, 
and [ ſhall never inſtrutany body,but topay thoſe ſervices and reſpe&s that are due 
to-YOu,  Berenice (replyed the King ) you: underſtand me well enough, without ex- 


plaining my ſelf any further; in ſhort, Stratonice has no need of your leſſons, and 
you 
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you ought either to give her advice quite contrary to that ſhe has received from you, 
or clſe to give her none at all. The King afforded me not the leiſure to make anſwer, 
but having led me back to my company, left me at liberty to digeſt his diſcourſe. | 
was not ſo much amazed at the ſharpneſs of his words, as at the intelligence the 

diſcovered between the King and Stratonice, I cov'd never have believed the had pd 
much intimacy with him,as to tel! kim what I had faid to her,but this afſurance would 
not let me doubr any longer of the progreſs the ing had made in her mind, by his 
courtſhip,and by the hopes he had given her.l obſerved the Kings command exaGtly, 
and from chat time forward, Inever took the liberty to cenſure Stratonice*s deport- 
ments, ſhe belav<d her ſelf toward me* with very much reſpe&, but with more cold- 
neſs then form-r1;,and I always (hewed her an equal countenance,& an extraordinary 
civility. Th: King,who no longer concealed his affe&ion from any body,made many 
entertainments to; her,and raiſed a!] manner of gallantries,to a greater height in the 
Court then ever ; he c,mmonly wore h<r colors, and apparelled himſelf with more 
ſprucene(s, and bravery, then he had done in his youth, and by a thouſand a&ions 
made ail the world xwow he had bounded all his thoughts in her alone. He neither 
gave, nor granted any thing but by her interceſſion ; the moſt important Offices of 
the kingdom were beſtowed upon her kindred, and her brother Arſacomes was pre- 
ſentlv raiſed to the highelt dignities he could with. Yet found he difficulcies in his in- 
tent'un*, which he had not apprehended,and Stratonice, who as ambitious as the was, 
was nevertheleſs very chaſte, never gave him any advantage over her, which could 
wound her rcpvtation,and contented her ſelt with having great compliances for him, 
and rec: iving the honour he did her, with all manner of ſubmiſſion, and modeſt re- 
ſpe, without letting herſelf looſe to blameable liberties, and ſuch as might have 
ſtopt her paſſ:ge to that greatneſs, which ſhe hath ſince attained. I believe indeed, 
that in this diſcreet and virtuous way of procceding,ſhe followed the incitements of 
her own nature ; but it is alſo true, that ſhe was confirmed in it by the counſels of 
her mother, who was one of the moſt politick women in the world, and who often 
repreſented to her, that by that manner of carriage ſhe might change the nature of 
the Kings paſſion, and engage him in an affe&'on full of efteem,and reſpe&t, which 
might raiſe her to the higheſt dignities. Stratonice hearkned to theſe inftruftions,and 
practiſed tnem with ſo much prudence, that the King, whoſe thoughts at that time 
perchance were different from thoſe he had fince, began to fear the ſucceſs of his 
love, and to deſpair of poſletling her by any other then lawful means,which yer he 
was not reſolved to make uſe of; for notwithſtanding the exceſs of his affetion to 
that Princeſs, he was too great a Politician, to prefer the motions of his love before 
the conlideration of his State, and to run on to a marriage, that would be condem=- 
ned by his neighbours, and murmured at by his people. 

Behold in what condition were the affairs berween the King any] Stratonice,and I 
thought fit to tell it you in a few words, before I engaged my ſelf in a recital, which 
hath a great dependance upon that I have made yov. Now I muſt acquaint you,that 
while the fifſter ſtood upon theſe terms, the brother (I know not by what blindneſs) 
found ſomthing, lovely inme z and whether it were by the rigor of my deſtiny, or 
the cruelty of his, enzaged himſelf prefumptuouſly in that affe&ion, for which I 
have ſuffered ſo much, and for which he himſelf hath ſuffered a death, which by his 
laſt ations he deſerved. Arſacomes was then about two or three and twenty years 
old, and I may tell you Madam, that he was of a fair ftature, a handſome perſon, 
expert in all manner of exerciſes, and had the reputation of a valiant man. He 
by birth held the rank of a Prince amoneſt the Scythians,but by the Kings favour he 
was raiſed above all dignities,& confidered,by the abſence of the Prince my brother, 
as the ſecond perſon of the Kingdom. The King,who, beſides that he loved his filter, 
had obſerved a great many recommendable qualitiesin him, had placed him in the 
higheſt degree of fortune that any Favorite had yet beenſeen to riſe to, and every 
day redoubled his favours toward him, with ſo many demonſtrations of friendſhip, 
that his happineſs yy drew the envy of the Courtiers. Ir is true, that Arſacomes 
carricd it with pride enough, and being of a very haughty nature, he found _— 

ENOuS 


322 CASSANDRA. Part II. 


enough in his fortune to become inſolent, and inſupportable by his vavity. He was 
liberal, but he gave with oftentation, and when he had done any one a courtefie to 
the King, he would ſet ſo hizh a value upon ir, as took away part of the obligation, 
I repent me that | ſaid he found ſomthing lovely in me, ſince now | think better on 
it, I believe it was only his pride that made him raiſe his eyes to the daughter of his 
'King, and that ſeeing nothing in Scytbia, which according to the vanity of his con» 
ccit, was not below him, he believed that without abahing himſelf, he could not 
addreſs his thoughts to one of meaner quality. It was a long time erel diſcovered 
them, but the reflexion I have made tince, puts me in minde of many ations I ſaw 
him do in the beginning of his love, which were ſufficient to have made me obſerve 
it, it T had been ſo much concerned at that time ; in the Temples, in all afſemblies, 
and in the vilits he made me, his eyes were always tixt upon my face ; he ſigh'd, he 
chang'd color, and by all his attions gave me cauſe to ſulpe& him of having particu» 
lar thoughts of me, he ſought out and afteted occaſions of being near me, and 
when he met wich any of doing me ſervice, he embraced them with cares, which his 
high ambicious humour would not have permitted him to take for any other Princeſs 
except her to whom he had giyen his affe&ions ; I valued my ſelf enonvh to receive 
all his ſervices,a« the duties to which my birth oblived him,& ſeeing in him every day 
new marks of complacency and civility towards me, I wimefſ:4 my ſenſe of them 
by all manner of good ulaye*, and accumpaning the Kings eſteem of him with the 
proofs of mine, I by the innocent teſtimonies of my acknowledement, fortified him 
In his thoughts, and in thoſe hopes he had unjuſtly conceived. Certaio it is, I con- 
tinued a long time without ſuſpeftiny him to have any deſign cou!d condemn, and 
that i ſhould have confidered his aCtions a great while longer in the ſame manner. if 
in the end he had not loſt his re pe, to acquaint me with what I thould, and would 
have been ignorant of : His quality, the Kings favour, and his many good parts, gave 
him a very familiar acceſs amonelt ws,and a free entrance into our chamber,and into 
our converſations, Having one day attended the King into my lodgings, with many 
others, while the company ſtaid in my chamber,” where l entertained the King, be 
paſſed cn into my cloſet where were ſome of my maids,ang having talked with them 
a while, he ſaw a ftandith and paper upon the table, and finding that opportunity 
to his imagination, he refulved to make uſe of it, for a thought that came into his 
mind upon the ſudden, and fitting down by the table, he began ro write ; my maids, 
who reſpetted him for many conliderations, not daring oo interrupt him. He had 
been ſo imployed a good while,when the King went out of my chamber, leaving him 
behind. After the King was gone, I went into my cloſet, where 1 found Arſ.:comes 
leaning ſtil] upon the table with a pen in his hand. As ſoon as he ſaw me come in, 
he ſtart up, and haſtily hiding the paper he had written, he ſcem'd to be in a great 
confuſion tor having bcen ſurprized in that a&ion, and ttepping back a little, he be- 
ſeech'd me to pardon his imprudence, in having taken a liberty in my cloſet, which 
he did not think ſhould have been known to me. I eafily excuſed ir, but knowing 
he had a very good wit, I out of curiolity deſired to ſee what he had written, and 
making uſe of his accuſation of himſelf ; If you will have that pardon you demand 
(faid I) you muſt buy it with an obedience | defire from you, and muſt ſhew me 
what you have written upon my table, and upon my paper. The ſubtil Ar{zcomes 
counterfeiting modeſty,. Ah ! Madam (anſwered he) do not defire to ſee theſe marks 
of my folly, and be pleaſed to require ſome proct of my reſpe&s, that may be more 
advantageous to me, This unwillingneſs encreafing my curioſity, made me obſtinate 
in my firſt intentions. No, no, Arſacomes (faid I) you ſhall not eſcape me ſo eaſily, 
I believe you have written nothing in my cloſer againſt the State, nor againſt decen- 
cy;and if my curioſity ve not prejudicial toyou,l entreat you to fatisfic it, Madam(re- 
plied Arſ:comes)L have made fo folemn a vow never to diſobey you while live,that 
I know. nothing that can remit me from it, and of what importance ſoever my fe- 
cret is, It i5 impoſlible for me toconceal it from you, fince you have exprefly forbid- 
den me. But Madam(continued he, drawing forth the paper he had put up) before 


you calt your fair eyes upon this writing,l mult tell you the ſubjeR of it, and my 
that 
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that [ have ſet down in this paper, the true declaration of my paſſion for a Princeſs 
whoſe divine qualities ought to place her above the rank of mortals, and my reſpe& 
ro whom hath hitherto kept my tongue tied up with an extream tyranny ; I have 
ſuffred for her without accuſing her, have ſuftred in her preſence without declaring 
any torm2nts otherwiſe then by my looks,and other mute expreſſions of my paſſion; 
I have a thouſand times called for help from my courage to unloofe my tongue, which 
in th's only adventure is deprived of its — funRion ; bur that ſoveraign 
Miſtreſs of my life hath as often impoſed me filence, by that profound reſpect I bear 
her, and hath reduced me to the neceſſity of tracing out thoſe words with my hand, 
which fear will not ſuffer my mouth to bring forth.She ſhall read them her ſelf, chat 
abſolure Quzen of all my thoughts, and with thoſe ſame eyes which burn the whole 
earth as well as me, ſhe upon this paper ſhall ſee my real adoration of her. I was 
ſurpriſed at this diſcourſe of Arſacomes,and not having learned before that he was in 
love, I wondred to hear him ſpeak with ſo much vehemence,of a paſſion which was 
unknown to the whole world, and being defirous to gain a further knowledge of it, 
I replyed to his laſt words, Your diſcretion is not common Arſacomes, in having ſo 
well concealed from all the world, fo violent a paſſion as you deſcribe yours to be ; 
bur fince you have confeſſed fo much of it to me, give me leave to ask more, and tell 
me for the intereſt I take in your ſatisfation,what aſſurance you have, that ſhe from 
whom you have alwayes hid your thoughts,will ſce them upon that paper? She will 
ſee them (anſwered Arſacomes) becauſe ſhe has defired to ſee them, and that in pre- 
ſenting them to her my ſelf, 1 ſhall only obey the abſolute command ſhe has impo- 
ſed upon me. If it be ſo (addedI innocently) you are not ill in her favonr, and 
you ought to hope, that the will not diſapprove your defigns, fince ſhe makes uſe 
of the power ſhe hath over you,to oblige you to declare them to her. Alas ! (replyed 
Ar(acomes with a ſigh)that is a thing to which I cannot lawfully raiſe my hopes, and 
that which | love is ſo high that Arſacomes is unworthy to look upon it, yet it is 
certain, that I take not this liberty without an expreſs order from my Princeſs ; but 
Iam ignorant what the ſucceſs will be, and I may learn it, Madam, from your ſelf, 
after you have read this paper, your thoughts will be the thoughts of this divine 
perſon, and your fair mouth will without doubt pronounce the ſentence I thall re- 
ceive from her, It in the condition I now am, one ſhould hold ſuch a diſcourſe to 
me, I am not ſo dull of. capacity, as that I ſhould need more ample expoſitions of 
it; butat that time I was ſo young, and to ſay the truth ſo fimple, and fo innocent, 
that I underftood not Arſacomes his ſubtilty, and without ſounding any deeper into 
his intentions, or reaſoning any longer with him, Itook the paper he preſented to 
me, and in it read theſe words 
On have deſired, O divinc Princeſs, to know my moſt ſecret thoughts, accuſe there« 
fore only your own commands of my temerity, and remember I obey you, in decla« 
ring that I die for you : That ſame reſpett which bath made me dxmb whole years toge . 
tber, had yet concealed from your fair eyes this preſumptnous paper, where you now read 
this criminal diſcovery of my paſſion, if your own month bad not expreſly forbidden me. 
Give me leave therefore, ſince you have ſo commanded me, to makg confeſſion of a fault, 
whereby I neither can nor will repent my ſelf. It #s true, moſt drone princeſs, that Ar- 
ſacomes adores yors, and that to thoſe many powerful reaſons which tie him 19 your ſer= 
vice, be bath added an inclination yer more powerful; condemn it not as a crime, ſince 
it is of the ſame nature with that we have of the gods themſelves, and that in conſidering 
you as the moſt lovely Princeſs in the world, be conſiders you alſo as ber, whom of all 
the Princeſſes in the world be is leaſt worthy to ſerve, 


Think,if after the diſcourſe which had paſt before,] could till doubt whether theſe 
words were addrefſed to me;and yet I was ſo ſimple,or rather 1 found fo little like- 
lihood of Ar/acomes his preſumprion,that I gave no way at allto that belicf,and with 
the ſame innocence had ſhewed before, I prayed him, if he might, to tell me the 
name of that Princeſs for whom he had a paſſion fo full of reſpe&. I dare not (faid 
Arſacomes) though my Princels hath already commanded me; pronounce her _ 

ore 
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before you, but fince I cannot refiſt her will, and that you have neither learned ie 
by the reading of theſe words nor by our converſation, you will be p'eaſed thar my 
pen having already done the office of my tongue, proſecute its crime to the utmoſt, 
and write it upon the letter, which I will leave in your hands, upon condition you 
willnot read it after | am gone from you. I promiſed what he defired, and then 
taking the pen again, he put a ſuperſcription upon his letter, and having given it 
me with a low reverence,went out of my chamber A: ſoon as he was gone, caſt my 
eyes upon it, but, O Gods ! how great was my aſtoniſhment when I read 


To the Princeſs Berenice. 


Am not able, Brother, to make you comprehend that trovble that ſeized me at 

this encounter, and the diſpleaſure I received at Ar/acomes his preſumprion;] fell 
into a ſudden and fo violent anyger, that I had not words to expreſs it, and after ha- 
ving torn the letter all in pieces, I fate down in a chair ſo ſtrucken and contounded, 
that I had hardly confidence to look upon my maid*. Cillenia, whom I loved beſt of 
them all, ſtept rome, and acking me the cauſe of that ſudden change, Let me alone 
Cillczia, (ſaid I) let me paſs over my iIl humour, and be'ieve that it I thought thee 
an accomplice of Arſacomes his temerity, I would baniſh thee out of my ſight for e- 
ver.Cillenia aſtoniſhed at that threat,made great proteltat'ons of her innocence, and 
rſ{waded me fo far, that I diſcovered my trouble to her, but in ſuch rerms as made 
- jadg that Arſacomes was extreamly in my il] opinion ; after I had faid all againſt 
him that my reſentment could ſuggeſt ; What (continued I)thal! I then endure t'at a 
ſubje& of my fathers ſhould ſpeak to me of love? and that he ſhould fool me like an 
ordinary fimple girand ſhall this preſumption remain unpuniſhed, becauſe the King 
loves him, or rather becauſe he is Stratonice's brother 2 Ah! no Berenice, ſuffer not 
this injury without reſentment, at leaſt endeavour to take ſatisfaftion,and ask juſtice 
from the Kine thy father, againſt the inſolence of his ſubje&t, I was even upon the 
point of going inſtantly to complain of him to the King; but when I remembred the 
confiderations he had for him,and the power $Stratonice had over him, I torbore that 
defign, judging [ ſhould not obtain a.l the reparation I might lawtully deſire,” and 
reſolved, without begyine aſſiſtance, to keep oft that audacious man by all manner 
of ſcorn and i!1 uſage. Till then | had beheld him without averſion, and had as 0- 
thers obſerved ſome good qualities in him, but by this ation he changed the nature 
of all my thoughts, and all that was moſt advantageous in him 160k then aro her 
form in my opinion ; hi* courage begun in it to paſs for raſhnefs, his dexrerous: wit 
for cunning and treachery, his liberal'ty for vanity and oftentation, and the confi- 
dence he had in his converſation, and in all his ations, for an inſupportable pride. 
This ſudden Metamorph:fis made him inſtantly odious to me, and deſirin” to free 
my ſelf ofhim forever, commanded ( ilenia ro forbid him my chamber,and to give 
him expreſs order never to appear before me. She performed that charge the next 
day, but I learned from her that Arſacomes ſeemed bur little moved at that ſhew of 
my diſpleaſure,and having patiently hearkned to all the ſaid to him from me,Cillenis 
faid he) the offence the Princeſs hath received from me, is not ſo-great as ſhe hath 
ncied it; and if ſhe will hate all thoſe that love her, ſhe muſt diſpoſe her ſelf ro hate 
all the world ; If I never commit other crimes,I fhall never have any repentance,and 
ſo lone as ſhe has no other reaſon toaccuſe me, I ſhall .not believe my ſelf euilty to 
her tell her therefore, that if Thad injured her in the ſmalleſt thought, would waſh 
my fault off with mv b ood, but that in a condition full of innocence, ſhe cannot 
without injuſtice infli& pain* upon me a thouſand times ſharper then death it ſef;nor 
can Arſacomes hinder himſclf from loving her,ſo long as the gods ſhall give him life 
and knowledg, This was that he ſaid ro Cilenia, and ſhe having told it me,1 found 
fo much irreverence,and want of reſpe& in hjs words, that the hatred I had already 
conceived azainſt him was thereby fully redoubled. Hz received proofs of it at the 
firſt viſit he would have made me, and my maids having had ſuch order from me, 
re- 
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refuſed him entrance into my Chamber, telling him I wasnot well, he was uſed or 
the ſame faſhion, as often as he came, and any other body would without doube 
have been repulſed by ſu many marks of my diſdain ; but though he was fo proud as 
to ſupport them impariently, he was likewiſe ſo vain as to hope he ſhould overcome 
me at [aſt and to be whetted by the difficulties of a Conqueſt, which by that reti= 
ſtance would yield him more glory, and more fatisfation. Seeing therefore, that his 
admirtance into my Chamber was forbidden, whenſoever he came aloneghe diſpoſed 
the King to vilit me often, and coming with him, forced me to ſuffer his preſence 
againſt my reſolution ; but by that manner of proceeding, wherein he ſhew'd (o lit- 
tle obedience, and fo little compliance with my deſires, he incenſed my anger and 
my ſpite ſo violently,that I was _ able ro diſſemble it, 1 often receiv'd ſuch like 
importunities, but I always avoided him ſo warily, that I never afforded him the 
mean: of enrertaining me iri particular,One day being come into my Chamber in his 
ordinary company,he drew near toa window, where the King was calking tome.and 
within a while after, the King ſtepping a little aſide ro ſpeak to ſome of the Princes 
that were come with him, left me alone wich 4 acomes, whom he commanded to 
make me the relation of ſomching that had paſs'd at Court a few days before. Idc- 
teſted thac ſpiteful occaſion : but ſeeing my ſelf reduced to the necellity of either hear« 
ing him,or (peaking ro him,I took that time to declare my reſentments, and as ſoon as 
ever he open'd his mouth, whether it were to obey the King,ot to give me new cauſes 
of diſpleaſure, Arſacomes (faid I) conſider who am, & remember who you are your 
ſelf, and fince you have prefer'd my hatred before the eſteem I had of you, diſpoſe 
your ſelf to ſaffer it eternally,& all the diſdains that are due to a diſobedicnce,and to 
' an infolence like yours. As confident as Arſacomes was, he was ſo daſh'd with theſe 
words, that he was not able ro difſemble ir, he changed colour twice or thrice, but 
when he prepared to anſwer,l left him, and having found ſome pretext to joyn with 
the company again, I no more gave him the conveniency to = to me. Aﬀter that 
day, knowing how much hiscarriage had diſpleaſed me, he behaved himſelf with 
more moderation and more fear of offending me,and ſeeing how carefully kept him 
from all occaſions of entertaining me, he contented himſelf with ſhowing me his 
perſeverance, or rather his obſtinacy by his looks,and all his ations; While he ſtood 
upon theſe terms with me, the King was upon thoſe with Stratonice, which | have 
already told you and that crafty ambitious woman having already rais'd her hopes 
tothe Crown, had extinguiſh'd all thoſe the King had conceiv'd by other ways. He 
Jabored every day toovercome her, yet ſhe yielded bur very little, and following her 
mothers counſels ſhe opened her way toward the Throne by her gentle cunning re- 
fiſtance, The King having ſpent ſome time in this imployment, turned his thoughts 
upon the war with Dariws, and having made great preparations, and ſet that potent 
Army on foot, againſt which you fought in perſon upon the Frontiers of Perfia, he 
cauſed it to march towards his enemies Country,whoſe ruine he aim'd at in that ex- 
pedition, I will not enlarge my (elf upon the order, the King took for his departure, 
upon the number of his Forces, nor upon many other particularities which are not 
neceſſary to my Relation,and which are above my clement and my knowledg.1 will 
only tell heh: es the King took his leave of Stratonice with all manner of expreſſions 
of trouble, and that before he went away he made proteſtations to her of an eternal 
affetion. He uſed me with kindnefſes ſuitable to the love he had ever ſhewn me; but 
though I was deeply afflicted at his departure, I found ſome conſolation in that of 
Axſacomes, who made the voyage with him. They went from Iſſedon, and marched 
toward the Araxis with Furces that had drained a good part of the —_— and 
which in probability were like to defeat his enemies, you know better then 1, bro= 
ther; the progreſs they made, and the circumſtances of their firſt a&ions ; when they 
entred upon Darius his Territories, 

This part of the Princeſſes Diſcourſe, bringing into Oroondates his mind, the re- 
membrance of Artaxerxes his death,drew fighs from the bottorn of his breaſt,$ tears 
from his eyes in great abundance, and the Princeſs not knowing the cauſe of them, 
acked him if he felt not ſome new indiſpoſion; = the Prince having wiped his oy 
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and ſerled himſelf a little, prayed her to continue her recital, which ſhe did in theſe 
terns.” ©... 

After the Kings departure we remained at 1ſeaon very melancholy, and paſs'd all 
the time of his abſence very ſadly ; moſt of the principal men of Scythia being with 
him, amongſt whom all & Ladies of the Court had ſome body to grieve for. Str a- 
fonice viſited me often, and paid me great civilitics, but we lived no more together 
with our farmer freedom ; and the intereſts of that ambitious Lady had taken away 
part of the friendſhip ſhe had born me, . She received many Letters from the King 
and Arfacomes was ſo impudent as to write ſome to me z but they that delivered 
them from him were ſo ill received, that they had no more the boldneſs tofome to 
me with fach like mefſages. As I have excuſed my ſelf from the diſcourſe of the war, 
fol hope you will excufe me from the recital of what paſſed amongſt us during the 
Kings abſence, which is indeed of no great conſequence ; and will be pleaſed I may 
paſs it over,to tell you,that having long wiſhed for him, we ſaw him return to Iſedox 
four monerhs after his departure : the condition he came home in my all Scythiain 
doubt what they ſhould think touching the ſucceſs of that war z of that great and 
flouriſhing Army we had ſeen march away a ſhort time before, with ſuch gallane 
hopes, he brought back nothing bur piriful reliques, laden with wounds, and which 
hardly made up the tenth part of what he carricd with him; but theſe few ſhattered 
forces boaſted that they had cut all Darixs his Army in pieces,and ſlain his own ſon, 
and all his chief Commanders upon the field which they had won. However it were, 
the King was received as if he had returned with his whole Army vi@orious over all 
Perſia,and thoſe that had accompanied him in the danger and hardſhip of his voyage, 
had their part alſo in his reception. He ſhewed as much kindneſs to me as I expeCted,; » 
but witliqut doubt Thad received more from him, if Stratonice had not poſſeſſed his 
thoughts,& if he had not believed he owed _ of that time to her, which in another 
ſeaſon he would have given to me alone. Iwill not lengthen my diſcourſe with relating 
his new expreſſions of affeXions to her, they went beyond the expeCtation of the 
whole Court,and they,for many days,were the whole entertainment of itz bus I was 
thEVKkE rrmaubled, becauſe by the vilits he made her, he freed me from thoſe of Arſa« 
comer, who never carne into my chamber but with him. He, as they ſaid, had made 
hmſelfremarkable in that war by many valiant a&tions, and that reputation he had 
gained had raiſed his pride to a greater height: had but two much knowledsg of it by 
the continuation of his importunities, & in all manner of encounters, he loſt no occa= 
fon of letting we ſee, he perſiſted in the defign of vexing me all his life. I took not 
more care to avoid hiscompany, then he did to ſeck for mine, and the aſſurance he 
had that it difpleaſed me, was never ſtrong enough to divert him from it. I was one 
day in the Temple of Mars, in the place appointed for me, when the King paſling by 
me, followed by Arſacomes,Theod4ates, Cidaris, and many others, after he had ſpoke 
ſome few words to me, went on to Stratcnice,who was with her mother on the other 
fide ofthe Temple,and all thoſe that accompanied him going thither alſo only Ar- 
facomes ſtaid behind with me. This aftion kindled me with ſpite & anger, which might 
have been obſerved in my countenance,if any body had taken the care to look upon 
me. I turned not my eyes towards him, but keeping them fixt upon a prayer-book 1 
held in my hand, I uſed him with ſach a ſcorn as I was not wont to ſhew any bo- 
dy elſe; yet was he not repulſed with it, but buwing down his head that he might be 
heard by none but me, he ſaid ſoftly, I dare not, Madam, ask juſtice for your uſage 
of me, in any other place then before the gods , ſince only they are not below you, 
and that only they know with how much injuſtice you have contemned my zeal'w 
fervs you, He had ſaid more without queſtion, if I would have ſuffered him to pro- 
ceed, but though the conſideration of the place where we were, and of the aſſembly, 
kept me from breaking forth as I ſhould have done, if he had ſpoke to me other- 
where, yet did it not hinder me from replying with a look of reſentment & indignati- 
on, Arſacomes,it you continue to offend me,I will require juſtice my ſelf of the King 
my father, for the inſolency of hisſubje& ; and ſince my own conſideration is not 
ſtrong <nough to bring you into the reſpeXt you ow me, I will know from =; | 
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whether he approves this carriage which ſo much diſpleaſes me. Arſacomes 

a little trucken with theſe words, but within a while after, he anſwered ; TheKing 
is ſo juſt, Madam, that I cannot fear his condemnation, nor believe that my zeal to 
ſerve you will paſs in his opinion foran offence. Theſe words redoubled my anger, 
and made me reply : | account every thing an offence that comes from you,tince you 
have forc'd me to it ; and I cannot receive a mare ſenlible one, then that you dome 
in interrupting my devorions, to entertain me with your follies. Arſacomes who had 
not utterly loſt all reſpe&t, would not importune me further, and bowing down to 
the very ground , he went to wait upon the King , who was diſcourtng with 
Stratomce, 

In many other encounters we had converſations of this nature, and as he per- 
fiſted in the deſign of difpleafing me, I perſevered in the reſolution 1 bad taken to 
deſpiſe him all my lite. In the end, his obedience tired out my patience, and ſeein 
with how much preſumption he continued to give me marks of his love by all his 
diſcourſes,and by all his attions,I determined to do what 1 had long deferr'd for fear 
of enraging him;and knowing no other remedy to cut ctf the courſe of the VEXAtIOns 
I received, 1 made my complaints to the King of his inſolent proſecutions, in terms 
that made him ſee I was deeply incenſed, He had already ſome ſuſpition of ir, upon 
light appearances, whereon he had grounded no affurance ; bur at that time he 
ſcemed ſurprized with the news,and made ſhew to diſapprove Arſacomes his boldneſs, 
] do not intend (faich he) that Ar/acomes ſhall thus abuſe my goodneſGto him,and if 
I have conſidered him hitherto as one of the firſt men of my kingdom,and as one for 
whom 1 havea particular friend{hip, I will not have my favours hinder him from 
knowing himſelf;nor am I ſo blinded with my eltcem of him but that I can abaſe him 

as much below what he is,as he _——— himſclt above what he ought co be;l will 
* make him know that I amnot ignorant ob his fault ; and if I had not particular con- 
liderations of him, I would ler him {ce by an exemplary puniſhmenr, how niuchhis 
preſumpricn hath offended me. The King ſpake to thi cffe& at that time, and by 
many of his ations, made me find that Arſacomes his boldneſs had diſpleafed him ; 
but the power his {iſter and he had uſurped over him, was the cauſe he flackned mach 
of his firſt motions ; and becauſe either lefs ſenfible of my intereſts, or more fearful to 
declare his mind, in eff:&, he ſaid nothing to him concerning it, whether it were 
that he doubted he ſhould fall into paſſion againſt a man whorg he conſidered, *and 
was not willing toloſe z or that he was atraid to offend his lifter ; ro whomyhis 
paſſion was then riſen to the extremity ; and without inflicting other puniſhment up- 
on him, he only complained to St-atorice, and pray'd her to repreſent his fault"to 
him, and to bring him gently ro a knowledg of himſelf. That crafty woman pution 
wonder at the Kings diſcourſe, and in ſhuw for a while diſapproved hes brochers 
boldnefs ; ſhe proteſted fo the King, that ſhe never knew any thing of it, and when 
ſhe ſaw he was appeaſed by her compliance Ir is true, Sir, (continued ſhe)that Ar= 
ſacomes hath done amiſ*, nor will 1 alledg ought ro your Majctty for his juſtification, 
andif the Princeſs might be ſerved by any one below a King, Arſacomes might with 
Juſtice diſpute that advantage againſt all thoſe who do not wear a crown fince he is 
born a Prince, and that by your goodneſs, and by his birth, he hardly ſees any but 
your Majeſty above him, within the limits of your Empire. This conſideration, Sir, 
cannot exempt him from blame, lince iris true that he is born your ſubje&; but, Sir, 
the offence he hath committed is not a wilful one ; and the Princefſes beaury hath 
not left him reaſon enough to conſider the inequality there is between them. In ſhore 
Sir,f your Majeſty will give me leave toſpeak freely to you, Arſacomes his faults have 
taken pretident from yours, and *cis perchance by yours, he believed he might au- 
thorize his, fince the difproportion is no greater between Arſacomes and the Princeſs 
your daughter,then between your Majeſty and Arſacomes his (iſter;8 that Arſacomes 
doth not exalt himſelf more in ſerving the daughter of his King, then his King 
Ibaſes himſelf in henoring the ſiſter of Arſacomes with his affe&ion. I know that this 
compariſon makes nothing for him, & that Arſacomes his ſiſter receives as great a fa- 
vor by your Majeſties abaſement, as his Kings g_ receives injury by Arſacomes 
t 2 his 
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his elevation ; fince Sovereigns' cannot look upon their Subjets without honoring 
them, nor Subjcdts lift up their eyes unto their Sovereigns without offending them. . 
But what ſhall become then of this guilty man, and what puniſhment ſhall weap- 
point, (lince your Majefty leaves me the diſpoſing of it) for this brother, who hath 
ever been the better part of me, and whom your Majeſty hath honored with a par. 
ticular efteem ? If we baniſh him, 4 muſt accompany him in his exile, fince our 
friendſhip hath made us inſeparable ; and ithe continue fil! at Court, I do not be- 
tieve he will recover his wound. Only your Majeſty can teach him by your exam- 
ple,to become maſter of his paſſions,and ſhew him by ceafing to abaſe your thoughts 
unto your Subj-&, that he ought and may ceaſe to raiſe his unto his Princeſs, Stra. 
zonice had not ſaid thus to the King, but that ſhe was certain he would not take her 
at her word, and that his paſſion was no longer in terms of being diſengaged, nor of 
ſo much as ſuffering any oppoſition to his defires. To theſe words full of cunning 
and flattery, ſhe added ſo many others, and uſed her power over the King fo dex- 
terouſly, that if ſhe could not make him approve Arſacomes his paſſion, ſhe at leaſt 
diſpoſed him to tolerate it, or rather to conniveat it, and feign that he perceived ir 
not, expeting till cime and reaſon ſhould give him more ficting thoughts, 

This patien=e of the Kings cauſed the continuation of my mifortunes,and Arſa- 
comes believing he had broak through one of the moſt dangerous pafſages that could 
be met withall in his deſign, nouriſhed his hopes more then ever, and redoubled his 
proſecutions with an inſupportable infolence : having no body lefr ro whom I might 
utter my complaints after the Kings fleighting of them,l made my addrefles to Str- 
tonice her ſelf, and defired her by all the remainders of our friendſhip, to deliver me 
from her brothers importunities, and to put a thought out of his mind whereby he 
would read bur little ſatisfa&ion;but ſhe craftily uſed the ſame diſcourſe to meas ſhe 
had done toth- King my Father, and gave me a perfe& knowledg,thart all affiſtance 
being denycd me, I was deſtined tothoſe miſeriesI fince have felt. 

affairs, and thoſe of the Court were in this condition, when the valiant 
Arſaces firſt appeared there, Arſaces, the deliverer and the ſupport of Seythia , Arſa. 
ces, who to the advantage of our Country, hath acquired an immortal reputation 
men ; and Arſaces briefly, who appeaſed not more troubles in Scythia, then 

he hath raiſed within my ſoul. O my remembrance ! thou cruel enemy of my repoſe; 
muſt thou, here in the arms of my brother, where I thought I had found a ſanfuary, 
come to affli& me again, and muſt thou repreſent the courſe of my misfortunes to 
me with ſuch a ſenſe of them as hardly leaves me ftrength to relate them ! yer will I 
however do my endeavours to proceed, fince what I have hitherto told you is but a 
little prelude to my adventures, or a preparation to the recital of thoſe that are 


greater, and of more importance, 
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they went again to viſit the Prince, and finding himreaſonable well, kept him com- 

pany, till by Amintas his perſwation they retired : but becauſe in that ſeafon,which 

Fas the hotteſt of all the year, the nights were very pleating, inſtead of going in- 

to their Chamber, they wenr down into the Garden to take the cool air by the 
: brightneſs of the Moon, which ſhone clear enough to give | ighe unto their walk. 
Their converſation was very ſweet,and all their words were confirmations of friend- 
ſhip. It was already ſtrongly ſetled between them; the mutual knowledge they had of 
their excellent qualities,had without difficulty introduced it into their hearts,and e- 
ven beauty ir ſelf, which works ſo imperioufly upon the minds of men,had produced 
efteGts little different in theirsnor were they ind-ed of thoſe common beauties, which 
drew only a bare approbation, or at molt a light good will z- but of thoſe ſparkling 
regular ones, in which the ſevereſt Judges can find nothing but cauſes of dazling and 
admiration ; both of them were exaftly perfe, but that of Berenice's wasthe more 
delicate, her skin whiter, her features milder, and more ſuitable to her ſex ; ſhe had 
ſomething in her eyes ſo bright and piercing, that a heart muſt of neceſlity cither be 
ſtupid or ſtrongly prepoſſeſled, if it could bear her looks without alteration, As ſhe 
was neither fair nor brown, ſo were her eyes neither grey nor black, but their colour, 
holding ſomething of borh, accompanied that of her hair;which likewiſe being nei- 
ther fair nor black, had borrowed a ſhadow of each,that made a clear aubort\color, 
incomparably more beautiful then either;her face was little,but it had naturally all 
the fulncſs that was neceſſary to form a compleat oval ; and though ſhe was (lender, 
her neck and her hands were plump,$& marvellouſly well tioned;her looks and 
allher motions were accompanied with a natural ſweetneſs, which ſhewed. it ſelf 
or bn the ſmalleſt of her ations; and though her countenance were truly full of 
Majeſty, yet wasit one of thaſe which ſtrike tefs fear then love, which ſeldom J_ 
rneme 
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themſelves with lightnings and thumders, able to cloud their ordinary ſerenity, and 
which ill accommodate themſelves to the motions of the ſoul, when they are fer a 
work by anger. That of Thaleftris was compoſed of another faſhion, if there were 


not ſo much ſveetneſs in her preſence,it was more ſtately and imperious;but,chrough 
her natural fierceneſs, one might ſee ſomething break forth ſo pleafing, or rather 


attrative,that *twas impoſſible to defend ones ſelf from it; her lineaments, though a 


lictle bigger then Berexice's,were yet compleatly finiſh'd,and her complexion though 
not altogether ſo delicate, was nevertheleſs very clear, ſmooth and lively ; her cycs 
were of a blewiſh = wide opened,and in all their motions had noghing that was 
not very — and fall of: vivacity ; her hair was of a pale flaxen, and though her 
ftature was a fittle extraordinary for her ſex, yet was it ſhaped with moſt exa&tpro- 
portion. Theſe two fair Ladies on whom heaven had not beftowed fo many advan. 
tages without an equal number of misfortunes able to counterbalance them, being 
united with a tender and inviclable affeRion,found a real conſolation in communi- 
cating their thoughts toone another, Thaleftris had nv longer any that were un- 
known to Berenice ; but the fair Amazon, to whom this new friend was already ex- 
treamly conliderable,would not put her to the trouble of preſenting her ſtory ,where= 
in the Prince her brother was to partake, and which had been deferred bur for a lit- 
tle time; ſhe contented her ſelf therefore with diſcourſing with her of thoſe paſſages 
ſhe had already related,and in that converſation they had already vilited moſt ofthe 
allies in the garden, when coming near unto the founrain,they, throuch the boughs 
which hindred part of their ſfight,perceived a woman fitting upon the gra's & !lean- 
ing apainſt a tree, which with three others made a ſquare,covering the foumain with 
their branches, which ſheltred thar place from the Sun-beams, even when they were 
moſt hot and ſcorching. The two -Princefſes by the'fafhion of her apparel, and by 
many other figns, knew it ro be Polemor”s daughter; 'burt being their own affairs 
furniſhed them enough with matter of entertainment, ſo'that they needed not to ſeck 
It inthe encounter of that woman, they were going to walk on, notinrending ro a- 
maſe themſelves with her, when they heard her ſigh rwice or thrice, and bring forth 


ſorrowful words, with a voice fo fad and ſopleafine together, that it rouched them = 


with ſome compaſſion. Thaleſtris ftopt firft,and pulling back Berenice by the arm: A! 
Madam (faid ſhe ſofrlyJhow like is this adventure to that which made me firſt diſco- 
ver my lovely faichleſs Orithi.r,and how powerfully it brings into my mind chat faral 
day which was the laſt of my repoſe ! if this obje&renews your griefs (anſwered t- 
renice) wemay withdraw from it, fince however this womanis not neceflary t9 
our converſation, and that her diſcontenrs can have no very important cauſe. Thale 
ftris conſented to this motion of Berenics, when they heard her begin her com- 
plaints again,and ſo mournfully, and in words fo different from what they expetted 
from her,that it moved them to ſome curiofity,and impoſing ſilence to.each orher at 
the ſame time, they ſet themſelves attentively to hear ner;ſhe was ſo taken up with hee 
forrowful thoughts that ſhe perceived them not,& believing the diſcovered them on- 
ly to the heavens,and to witneffes without ears or underſtanding, ſhe freely di-bur- 
thened her heart of a part of its afflition. How long (faid ſhe) how long, O ar- 
birrators of our deſtinies ! will you protraf this miſerable life, which you have ever 
ſer for a mark to all misfortunes? have I not ſuffered enough to fatitfie all the hatred 
youcan bear me,and though you were inſenſible of pity,have you not'wearied your 
ſelves with tormeneing me?I am no longer fhe I was heretofore, I have now the leaſt 
remainder of that beauty you once gave me tomy unhappineſs, and this languiſbing 
body now lingers out irs miſerable dayes,only as a puniſhment which Thave nor de- 
ſerved, and which you moſt cruelly prolong. Theſe firſt words of this affliGed wo- 
man'obliged the two Princefſes to lend her more attention then before, whereby they 
diſtin&ly heard her complaint, which fhe proſecuted on thismanner.:* O dear and 
lawful memory of him who was ever the better part of me* O dear and leſs inno- 
cent memory of him who vainly ftrivesto take from our firſt poſſeſſ6r what was ſo 
lawfully his ; either joyn your forces ro'make me die, or elſe forſake me for ever ; if 
one of you be criminal, the other is inhumane ; and if in receiving; You Gol © 
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reſtific both my weakneſs and my conſtancy,know that neither my weakneſs nor my 
conftancy can laſt any longer, and that they have fought too long within me, to be 
Rill in a condition to maintain themſelves, This deſolate creature made a top at 
theſe words for tome moments,ang as her-grict tranſported her.and drew her reaſon 
by lictle and lietle out of tg ordinary ſear,ſhe turned towards/inſenhtible objefts, and 
addrefiing ber ſelf to theſe which then preſented themſelves unto her fight;clear wa- 
rers (continued ſhe) which I trouble daily cage; tears,you who as a lookingeglaſs 
have ſo often repreſented tomy eyes the image of two bodies who were animated 
with but one ſoul,and who now refle& unto my light but one only figure,and that a 
figure bardly to be known! Places who heretofore were ſo delightful tome ; places 
who ſtil) in ſpight of me are,dear ro my remembrance; either make yourſelves again 
as pleafant to me as you have, been formerly, or vaniſh from: my ſighe,, for cyer'! 
She accompanied theſe Iamentations with ſo great a number of fighs, that the 
ewo Princefſcs moved-witha real compaſſion,were not able to ſuffer the continuance 
of them,and Berenice,who was of the fofter humor,and more inclined to pity,ran go 
her firſt,to give her conſolation,and to offer ber afliitance, Shg. was ſo deeply buried 
in her ſorrows, that the two Princeſſes had already ſpoken to her befare ſhe-percei- 
ved their coming.She ſtarted in a fright,as ſcorras the diſcoyered them, bet preſently 
knowingthem to be her Fathers illuſtrious gueſts, ſhe ſerled ;her fear, and being 
riſen from the place where (he was ſer, ſhe made a very low obeyſance, and out of 
reſpe& would have gone away,to leave the plage free to them, Bur Berenics oy ping 
her by che arm, Stay Mitſtreſs (faid ſhe) and believe, we. have not fo liztle, ſenſe of 
the kind entertainment we receive here,as that we can know: your misfortunes with= 
out trouble for them; your moans have nearly touched us; and if, gour miferics can 
be any way eaſed by our afliftance, you ſha'l tigd us moſt readily diſpoſed toatford 
it you, Polemon's ſad daughter putting a handkerchief to her face to wipe away the 
tears wherewith it wasall bedewed, reccived Berenice's words with an humble ſub. 
miſlion,and after that Thaleſtris had ſpoken to her to the ſame purpoſe: Moſt honou- 
red Ladie*(faid ſhe) iris the only.comfort I havg left in my mileries, that they have 
begot pity in all that ever heard them ; and if I ought to hope for it from. any bo. 
dy,*tis eſpecially from thoſe who have generous ſouls like your ſclves,my misfortunes 
are greater then my quality,and they ars ſo well known in this Country,that you a- 
lone can think the words ſtrange, which their remembrance made me to bring forth. 
This anſwer gave the Princefles a curiolity, which. made them deſirous to learn her 
hiftoryzand Berenice,who was moſt forward in it,having embraced her; Dear friend 
(aid the) we participate too much in your fortune to be ignoran of it longer, and 
if you have not ſome private reaſon to conceal it,you will oblige us infinitely by tel- 
ling it. Madam (replyed ſhe) I ſhould make a conſcience of entertaining ſuch per- 
ſons as you are,with ſo trivial and fo tediousa recital;and beſides, it isnot ſo ſhort a 
one, as that you can hear it in this place without inconvenience. We will go into 
our Chamber if you pleaſe (anſwered Berenice) as well that we may fee your face 
by a clearer light, which hitherto I have not very well obſerved, as to receive the 
favour we defire.Ending theſe words with a moſt obliging lcok, the with Thaleftris 
walked roward the houſe, and Polemon's daughter not willing to diſobey their com- 
mands, waited on them into the Chamber. As ſoon as they were there, they caſt 
their eyes uyon her face, and drawing her near unto the lights, bcheld her very in- 
tentively. She was pale and lean,and had-a languiſhing eye,but in that alteration of 
her face, one might eafily obſerve remainders of an excellent beauty,which grief had 
decayed, and which joy might yet recover ; the two Princeſſes by this fight were 
deeply couched with compaſſion and good-will to this afflited perſon, and. having 
expreſſed much kindne(s to her, they forced her to fit down by them, and preficd 
her ſo civilly,that to ſatisfic them ſhe related the hiſtory of her life in theſe terms, 
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The Hiſtory of Alcione. - 


Lthough our quality be not of the higheſt in this Province, yet neither is it of 
Ate loweſt, and though in our habit, and in the ſimplicity of our life, we differ 
little now from meer country people; I may nevertheleſs tel) you, Ladies, that we 
are of noble blood, that Polemon my Father,hath in histime born arms with honor, 
and that heretofore he had a very plentiful eftate : but the diſafters of our houſe, ha- 
ving only left him ſufficient to keep his family from neceſſity, and the greatneſs of 
his diſcontent having made him diſtaſte, or rather abhor his former condition, he 
forſook it with ſo abſolute a refignation,that he hath ſcarcely preſerved ſo much as 
the remembrance of it, and my own misfortunes (which truly have cauſed the 
chiefeſt paat of his) have ſolooſned my mind from all that Iuſtre whence we arc 
fallen, that I have found no difficulty in diſpufang it to this ſolitude he hath choſen, 
and wherein I with him have bounded my laft contentment, Before our miſeries, we 
lived at Babylon in ſome rank,& with my happineſs enough,&c.Mazens the Governor 
of the Province did not diſdain to imploy my Father often in bufinefſes of impor. 
tance; the heaven had given him reaſonable numerous Iflue, but of five brothers I 
once bad,four loſt their lives in Darixs his Armies for the ſervice of their Prince, and 
the fifth of a weaker conſtitution,an more peaceful humor, keeps company 
with us in our innocent retreat. Iſp childhood very quietly in paſtimes, that 
arenot of conſequence worth relatin tI was hardly fourteen years old when 
with the reſt of our family I bewailed the loſs of my,eldeſt brothers,who with many 
" thouſand Perſianwere (lain in the battel of Granicue, that was the beginning of 
Polemon's affliions, and within a while after I ſaw the birth of my particular ones, 
which make up a good part of the diſcourſe you defire to hear from me. If after 
the fight of your admirable beauties,I dare to ſpeak of moderate ones, and if it were 
handſom in me, to ſay that of my - flatterers hererofore have publiſhed, 1 
might tell you Ladies,that A!c:one Wthoſe dayes paſſed for fair in their diſcourſe,buc 
whether this beauty were only in their word, @ that there were any really in me, 
if I may ſo withour blaſphemy, 1 am but little beholding to the gods for it, fince 
they gave me that (mall portion I received of them, only for my ruine, and that by 
the confeflion of my perſecutors, it hath been the ſole cauſe of all my misfortune. 1in 
an early youth found many men that expreſſed affeQion to me, and divers amongſt 
them, whoſe alliance was advantageous io Polemon, had already ſued in vain for his, 
when the gods gave me him, to whom both for my happineſs and my unhappineſs, 
I was deſtined by their ſupream decree. | 

Bagiſtanes that treacherous Governour of the Cittadel of Babylon, who fince baſely 
quitted the party of his Prince,and withapt reſiſtance delivered up into Alexander's 
hands, that Fortreſs of high importance and the treaſure which had imprudently 
been truſted in his keeping, briefly.that Bagiſtanes of whom you have heard ſpeak,if 

Alexan1er's ations are not unknown to you, had a nephew endowed by the heavens 

_ withqualities, that obliged me to an affe&tiop which duty afterward eſtabliſhed in 
my heart. Theander (ſo was he called) began to love me when I was ſcarcely out of 
my infancy,and witneſſed his affe&ion to me by ſo many proofs,that without blind- 
nefs I could nor be ignorant of it, nor (without ingratitude) refuſe him the advan- 
tage over all thoſe who had the like intentions ; yet I depended ſo wholly upon my 
Father, and had left him ſo abſolute a power over my[will,that I did nothing but by 
his, nor gave Theander any hopes but by his injunion ; he found no cauſe of com- 
plaint in my proceedings, and having none but very lawful defigns,he made no dif- 
ficulty of diſcovering them to Polemon, and of aking his daughter with ſubmiſſions 
full of the teſtimonies of his love. Polemon received him with all manner of civility, 
and ſceing manifeſt advantages in that match, could not difſemble his fatisfaRtion, 
Theander was a handſom perſon, a man of courage, and well bred, and though we 
were noble,his family was of a rank ſomething above ours; and to ſay truth,mighe 
have pretended to higher fortuncs ; beſides, as I have told you, he was _—_—_— 
fa 
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Bagiftanes, who next to Mazens was the molt conſiderable man in all. this Connery, 
indeed he wasa good while backward- in, granting his. nephew the conſent. be de- 
manded for our marriage, and Theander who honoured him exceedingly, and whe, 
befides the confideration of blood, was tyed to him likewiſe by that of fortanc, waje 
ted for his apprebation with ſuch reſpeRts as were due to nonebut his, Fachgr, or his 
King ; in the end Bazijtanes was mollified by his nephews patience and by gther mo- 
tives, and after delays which it would be tedious to recount, he gave him that, per- 
miſſion he had long expeRed.Inall the time of his wooing,rhere paſſed nothing com» 
fiderable, and I will only tell you, Theander having no more difficulties toovercome, 
afrer the conſent of thoſe that had the diſpoling of us, married me. /publickly in 
Babylow, before I was full fifceen years of age; As ſoon.as he had. me in his poſſcſ- 
ſion, he took me home with him to his houſe, where he began to live wicth-me in a 
moſt kind and loving manner beſides his affe&ion to me, he had nacurally a great 
deal of goodneſs, nay, even to an excels which his friends have often blamed ; I was 
not ingrateful to his love, and receiving manifeſt proofs of it every day, Lhecame fo 
wholly his, that I may fafely ſwear before all the gods, whom 1 have fo often invoked 
in my adverſitics, that never woman loved her husband with a more ardent, hor a 
more entire affe&ion : 1 gave him a thouſand innocent teſtimonies of it, which in» 
flimed him ftill more and more,and in the firſt year after our marriage, we taſted all 
the delights that a perfe& union can produce in two ſouls knit together ina lawful 
love;whither ſoever Theander went, Alcione would always accompany him,and if the 
neceſſity of his affairs, or the ſervice of his friends parted us for ſome few-moments, 
that ſeparation was born wich much diſquiet, or rather with moſt ſenlible diſcon» 
tents, In this mutual felicity a whole year ran out, but when he had given that time 
to his affeftion, Theander was likewiſe defirous to give ſome to hi: duty, and remem- 
bring that he was a ſubje&tto Darius, whoſe Territories Alexander after his vitory 
at the Granicus, overeran with a prodigious ſucceſs, he for ſome time buried.the con- 
fideration of his love, in thoſe of his honor,and of the ſervice of his King and Coun- 
try, and raking an imploymznt ſuitable to his quality among thoſe Forces that were 
raiſed by Mazens, he left me a prey togrief, and tothoſe miſeries which his abſence 
prepared me, I made uſe of my prayers,my tears,and all the credit our affe&tion gave 
me with him, to keep him wi-h me, but he defended himſelf azainit all my im- 
portunities, wich ſuch juſt and powerful reaſons, that without off:nding him,I could 
no longer perliſt to require proofs of his love to the prejudice of his honour. He 
marched from B4bylon with thoſe Forces,but, before his departure,reccmmended me 
to the care of his brother A/t:azes, who under ſome pretence exempted himfelt from 
that voyage;and to his Uncle Bagi/tanes whom he conſidered as a father,and to whom 
he ſubmiceed himſelf with a dependency which many perſons have condemned. True 
It is,that the reſpe& Theander bore him was to be excuſed by many reaſons that were 
not to be {lighred ; Bagiitznes who was extreamly rich,had no children that were le. 
gitimate,and being then of an age which forbad him ro hope for any,only Theander 
af his neareſt kinſman,could lawfully prerend to be his heir; and though he was gene- 
rous -nough to be little tyed by ſuch a motive, yet was a plentiful fortune necefſar 
to mintain the expences into which he was carried by his liberal nature, and his 
Uncle*; wealth was not ſo inconliderable but that ic might oblige to an obſervance, 
and the dignity of B:9iſtanes were ſufficient to authorize, Afrer Theanders departure, 
his good Uncle,and his good brother,ſtrove who ſhould be forwardeſt in ſhewing me 
their mindfulnzfs of the charge he had leſt them, and by all manner of kindnefs and 
good uſaze, they endeavoured to drive away ſome of my mzlancholly hours ; they 
made meetings,and invented ſports to divert me, but I was long inſenfible cf all the 
divertiſements they gave me, and during wy husbands abſence, 1 ſpent part of my 
time at my Fathers, and in this houſe, whither we came often to take the air,when l 
was at Babylon 1 ſaw Bagiſtanes every day, and though he lodged in the C'ittadel, 
there paſſed but few days that he came not to ſee me, and when he failed, Aſtiages to 
faricfic him, and as he told me, to perform his Brothers defires, carried me to his 
lodgings, where I was welcomed with infinite demonſtrations of kindneſs, 
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Berenice interrupting Alcione in this pare ofher ſtory;You have ſpoken ewice (ſaid 
ſhe) of one Aftiages : that'name is but too well knowh to me, and but that he Is I 
eean is the wickedſt of all: men living, Iſhould ask if he were not your brother ih 
law. Ah! Madam, (anfwered Alcione ) you give the beſt chara&er of him, that I can 
receive to know him byzhe was the moſt perverſe,and the falſeft man that ever lived, 
and you will ſee by the continuation of my diſcourſe, that I ow the 'preateſt pare of 
my miſcrits to his wickednefsbur to give you other marks of him, 1 will tell you,thae 
he was reaſonable tall of Nature, that his hair was ſomthing reddiſh, and if he be 
yer alive, his age may be abour twoor three and thirty. Ah! Dear Alcione (ſaid Be. 
renice)*tis the very ſame,and that perfidions man has but too great a ſhare in my ad. 
ventures, as you may learn in rime ; but if I be not deceived, you and I are both re- 
venged.'I will tell you news of him when you have ended your relation,and you ſhall 
hear,thar he hath carricd his crimes a great way further then Bbyton, 1] ever believed 

lyed 4lcione ) that wicked fellow was incorrigible, but I did nor think fortune 
had made uſe of him to perſecute fo illuſtrious and fo accompliſhed a perſon, 1 will 
tell you then, that chis falſe man, and his Uncle as perfilious a« himſelf, when I was 
firſt married,and after when Theander was newly gone,yave me all the teſtimonies of 
friendſhip I ccauld defire from thoſe that were fo near al i:d to me : T aſcribed their 
good uſages only to lawful cauſes, and received them with an innocence, which with- 
out doubt fortified their deteſtable intentions, Bagitanes made ſhew of fo great an 
affe&tion to his nephew,that I ſhould never have ſuſpeRed him of falſhood, and 4/ti- 
eges diſpu'ſed his 1!1 nature fo cunninvly to me,thar I could nor attribute the ſervices 
he did me,ro any thing bur the fri-ndſhip he bore his brother; I continved in this er- 
ror,as long as they continued to have any ſenſe of honor, and | left it when they lef 
the terms of decency,and the confideratjun* of alliance and of their reputarion ; why 
ſhould I detain you longer in the moſt tediour part of my recital, fince I have things 
'of more importance torelate ? in ſhort, when 1 leaſt expeRed ir, Bagiftanes declared 
to me his pernicious deft-n, and violating all manner of riches in the perſon of hi; 
neareſt kindred,he ſpoke ro me of love in terms which I will not repear,kecauſe I am 
not ab'e to do it without bluſhing, or rather without dying for grief at the remen- 
brance of his impudence. 1 will therefore paſs over what he faid, a+ we'l out of 
that conſideration, as to avoid rrolixity in my narration, and, will content my ſelf 
with te!ling you, that after | bad exprefſed my aſtoniſhment by a long filence, 1 broke 
forth againſt him in ſi ch manner, that his ſurprize was little different from mine, 1 
laid before his eyes by a vchemenrt, or rather by a fiery diſcourſe, both the injury he 
did unto his nephew, & the ſhame he wouJd bring upon himſelf; and having put him 
into a great confuſton,] left him, and retired into my Cloſet, fo troubled that 1 hard- 
Iy knew where I was, There I r:fle&ed upon all the ations of that faichleſ* kinſinan, 
and recalling him to mind to examine them a little more ſtri&ly then I had done be- 
fore,l foimd ſo many fi-ne of his wicked mentions, that I wondred a thouſand times 
at my innocence, which had forced him to declare that to me by word of mouth, 
which by a thouſand proofs 1 ought to have diſcovered. There it was that 1 vented 
my anger, and deplored my misfortume by my tears; there I ca!Jed upon abſent The- 
ander to afſiſt me againſt the perſecutions of his difloyal Uncle, & there briefly I took 
a firm reſolution to die, rather then give car to that perfidious man, or to endure fo 
much a« the fa-hr of him. It was nevertheleſs very difficult for me to keep it in private, 
and my fear of diſcovering my misfortune, & of divulging the ſhame of our houſe rc 
the whole world, was the cauſe I would not eſcape him in general m:etings;but when 
he ſoaght opportunities of entertaining me in particular, 1 ſhunn'd them fo warily, 
that, a« cunnins a* he had been in the whole courſe of his life, and eſpecially in ſuch 
like matters, ' put hi- craft to a ftand, fo that he could never overcome my circum- 
freQion,nar the care 1 rook to avoid his ſubtilties ; when he met me in company, he 
would often off 'r me his hand to draw me afide as he had done former)y ; but 11! 
foimd pretences to avoid him, and gor free without making them that were preſent 
acquainted with my misfortune ; he often wrote to me, and cauſed his letters to be 
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chem 


S» 


a= 


Book VI” CASSAN DRAM. 75 


them knowledg of it, I was forced to receive ſome of them, *twas only totear them 
in pieces without reading them; and to caft thoſe guilty lines into the fire, which with 
their author were worthy of a greater puniſhment. I ſupported this perſecution with 
ſufficient ſtrength of mind, expeRting Theanders retyrn, which Idail &d of the 
with moſt fervent prayers, but my conſtancy was like to have for; en me, b 
a bloody ſur e I received in my affliction. Aftiages being one day in my chamber, 
and ſeeing himſelf alone with me, took me by the hand, and holding it between his, 
when he had looked upon me awhile: without ſpeaking, fiſter Cid he) will you 
not confeſs one thing to me, which I defire to know of you? And atter I bad affured 
him, I would conceal nothing from him ; Youare a diflembler (replyed he) and how 
great a freedom ſoever you fain toward me you never told me that Bagiſtares courts 
you, and that he hath long perſecuted you with his love ; Bluſh not (continued he 
ſeeing my colour riſe) nor goabout to diſguiſe that from me, which I have learn'd 
from his own mouth. Though the confuftun I was in had till then kept me filent, I 
could hold no longer at that diſcourſe, looking upon him with a ſpiteful eye; How, 
(aid 1) Aftiages, have you heard it from Bagiſtares*s mouth, and are Theanders bro- 
ther ? Aſtiages wighout being moved at that demand ; fall not into paſſion, Siſter (re- 
plyed he) bur be pleaſed, that as your neareſt kinſman, I give you my advice in this 
encounter, Iam Theanders brotber, and being fo, I ſhall hs ſeek his advantage 
and your own ; You know how much Bagiſtanes is able to do for him, or rather you 
know how litcle he is able to do without Bagiſtanes, all his ſupport, all his ſupplies, 
and all his pretenſiuns are in him, and *tis only by the credit of our Uncle, that our 
houſe can maintain it ſelf in its dignity, & raiſe it ſelf to the chiefeſt of this Province, 
Aﬀeer this knowledg, you ought not to eſtrange his affeftions from us, to make them 
paſs unto ſome other Family, who will profit by our loſſes, and enrich themſelves 
with that which we ought lawfully to hope for; you may uſe him better then you 
havedone, without violating the faith you ow your husband, and though his de- 
portments may have cauſed ſome averſion iri you, our pretenfions are not of ſo ſmall 
reckoning, but that Theander bimſelf,if he be wiſe, would counſel you to diflembleir, 
for the conſervation of them. Beſides, Bagiſtanes is fo old, that you need not at all 
fear your reputation, and your compliance with him cannot be of any long conti- 
nuance. This pernicious Counſellor was going to ſeek out reaſons to perſwade me 
to his baſe deſigns, when my patience forſook me, and my reſentment made me 
break forth with violence. O gods! (cried 1) is it poſſible, it ſhould be from my 
husbapds Brother, that [ hear this ſtrange propoſition ? Go baſe heartleſs man, get 
thee gone, ſubmit thy ſelf to infamous thing*our of ſervile conſiderations, and be= 
lieve that if thy family be capable of ſuch baſenefſes, Alcione ought not to have been 
matched into it ; the riches which thou unworthily preferreſt before the reputation 
of thy friends,nay,and before thine own too,theſe ad vantages,and theſe dignities thou 
would(t aches with the price of honor, ſhall never be for thee nor thine, if they 
muſt be procured by that vile, ſhameful compliance thou propoſeſt to me ; and if 
Theander were fo baſe as to have thoughts like thine, know that perhaps 1 ſhould be 
couragious enough to puniſh that in his perſon, which my contempt of thee makes 


 meto negleR in thine. I ſpake many other words to him full of ſcorn and anger, but 


that diſloyal fellow,who had already prepared himſelf for my reproaches,and whoſe 
impudence could not be paralell'd, was but little moved with all 1 faid, and would 
have continued his arguments, if I had not left him, and gone away ſo tranſported 
with paſſion, that it was very hard for me to diſemble ir. 

For all I was ſo much incenſed at Aftiages his laſt propoſition, he was not at all 
diſmaicd, but as often as he found opportunity to hold the like diſcourſe tome, he 
bore my reproaches patiently,and ſhewed me his obſtinacy in kis pernicious deſigns. 
Then it was that I ſaw my ſelf reduced to great extremities: In my husbands houſe 
there were none but ſuch as were ſuſpe&ed, or odious to me, and I had no bodyto 
whom I could impart my trouble, or complain of my misfortune. The women thas 
ſerved me were corrupted by Bagiftanes, and that wicked man who had bin diligent 
in ſuch pratiſes, had always kept ſome in pay - the like employment, Upon all 
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occafions they were ſpeaking good of him, and repreſented to me the intereſt we 
had in the conyenſation of his friendſhip; and"in ſhort, I was perſecuted in fach 
a-manner, that my husbands houſe was ahell to me, and 2 place of torment. I was 
often upon the point of leaving it, and of retiring to my Fathers, unti] Theonders pe- 
turn ; but feared to-make a noiſe, and to publiſh a ch miphe bringa ftain 
upon the family I was match'd into,and to cauſe ſuch cafflictions to b 
My mother, to whom | opened my heart, and to whom I diſcovered mn —_— 
gave me this counſel, perfwaded me to wait paticntly for the neturn of my 
who by his prefence would blow over that ftorm; and ſettle my mind again in its 
frſt tranquillity, I obeyed herdireRions, wherein 1 found a great deal of reaſon, 
and the gods, who were pleaſed with my paticnce,though they ſent not an end unty 
my diſcontents,at lealt ſent me ſome lation in.cthem,and in che beginning of the 
winter, they brought me home my dear Theander,for whom I had ſo long and foot 
ten ſighed. You cannot doubt, great Princeſi, of che greatneſs of my joy, ſochar I 
ſhall not need to deſcribe in what manner I received the greateſt happineſs I then 
could wiſh for,nor the welcome I gave to an husband whom I loved really more then 
my ſelf,and in whoſe return, beſides the intereſts of my affeRion, I found alſo that of 
my quiet, and my refuge againſt the perſecution of my enemies. Alſ that a lawful in» 
nocent love like ours can produce, appeared in us without diſhmulation;and if I ex» 
preſſed a ſarisfa&tion to Theander for his return, Theander made his known to oy 
a thouſand proofs of a real paſſion. Whole days ſtole away in the firſt raptures, 
I may ay that my ſorrows were then lull'd afleep, and that ] thought my {ek inthe 
haven, towards which I ſteered by my continual prayers, Aſtiages ceaſed to impore 
rune me as he was wont, and the perfidjous Bagi/tanes came not amongſt us, burto 
expreſs kindneſs to his nephew. Not that he Joſt any eccaſion to make me know 
his perverſe obſtinacy, nor that he forbore to ſpeak with his eyes,finee I had forbid. 
den him todo it with his tongue, but cither I took not the pains to obſerve ic,or cle 
Idid but laugh ar it, ſeeing my ſelf fortified by the preſence of my Defender, 1knew 
not well what 4/iages his thoughts were at that time, and whether he was not 
afraid | ſhould diſcover to his Brother the ill offices he would have done him ; but he 
ſhewed me ſo few ſigns of ſuch a fear, that I was confident the exreſs of Theaners 
goodneſs encouraged him to deſpiſe his reſentments, and arm'd him againſt what in 
reaſon he ought to apprehend from a Brother ſounworthily offended. Neither was | 
willing to entertain Theander with my diſcontents, and notwithſtanding the threars[ 
had uſed to his perfidious kinſman,I concealed their infidelity from him, as well char 
1 might not diſturbe the tranquillity of his mind, by a ys $04 would be unplea- 
fing to him, and not to ſet difſention in his family,and make my ſelf odious to thoſe 
among whom I was to paſs the remainder of my days. Theſe conſiderations made 
me filent in my misfortune, but withina while after ic was redoubled by very re- 
markable accidents. q 
Cleonimus, one of Theanders neareſt kinſmen, and the moſt faithful of his friends, 
arrived about that time at Babylon, where he had been but little fince his childhood, 
having ſpent many years in the Armies, and inthe Courts of Kings, and in forcign 
Countries ; and in his ſeveral voyages, he had gained qualities which we had not yet 
ſeen amongſt our Barbarians. I know not whether in the continuation of thoſe rthings 
I amto tell you, I may ſpeak to hi- advantage z but if you will give me leave to de» 
clare the truth without paſſion, I will ſay that Cleonimus was no common perſon,and 
that it was not without a great deal of juſtice,I gave him the firſt place in my eft 
above all thoſe I had formerly known; beſides, the gracefulncſs of his perſon, and 
his preſence which was very advantageous, he had both a moſt generous heart and a 
moſt excellent wit, and as he had made himſelf remarkable in war by a thouſand vas 
liant ation, he had alſo made ſuch a benefit at Athens in the converſation of Philo» 
ſophers, as gave him the priority of all thoſe of his profeſſion, by moſt particular en» 
dowments, He was but three and twenty years of age when he returned to Babylon, 
and Theauder preſented him to me as one of hi- neareſt kinſmen, and was dearer to 
kim then any man in the world. Q gods! with what wards did he at that firſt fight 
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expreſ; the contentment he found in our alliance, and how bandſorly did he begin 
—— that eſteem into my mind, which hath ance becn (o a our repole. 
I received bim as a ran nearly allied to as a man of an cnaneciang ms 
I had heard Theander ſpeak of him a t d times, and many others to whom his 
virtue was not unknown z but I thought that fame of him infinitely below what 
his ſight perſwaded me be deſerved, After that firſt vifit,be made me divers others, 
and the nearne(s of blood that was between him andTheander,or rathertheir friend- 
ſhip,rendred them inſcparable,giving him a freeacce(s to our houſe.] ſaw him overy 
day, and wirhin a ſhort time wasfamiliarly acquainted with him. Theauderand he 
lived as brothers, Theander would needs have me live wich him as his ſifter. I con- 
els I found no —_— diſpoling my mind to it, and thatas well to obey my 
husband, as to follow the incitements of my own inclination, 1 gave him reall "all 
the friend{hip a brother could require from me ; Yes, 1 loved him as if he nr) en 
my brother:but if my affeion ever e>ceeded thoſe limits,by any guilty or walawful 
defires,you gods to whom all hearts are known, ſtrike this unfortunate woman wich 
your thunder, who calls you to be witneſſes of her moſt ſecret thoughts: I willnor 
rel] you that in all manner of exerciſes cither of the mind or body,and in a thouland 
matches of aRivity, he ſtill bore away the prize from all thoſe that would diſpute 
je wich him, neicher will I ſay that by his lovely qualitics, he gained that affe&ion 
from me, which he gained from all thoſe that converſed with bim : but 1 will :dlf 
ou freey once again thatI loved him, as our near alliance, his virtue,and my buf 
d* command enjoyned me.' In the mean time,if Theander's return was favorable 
to me in ſome things, it was quickly hurtful tome in many others, & Bagiſtanes who 
during his abſence never met me but in publick by his means recovered his firſt con- 
venienci:s, and ſaw me every day, either at our houſe or in the Cittadel, whither his 
innocent nephew carried me himlelf, notwithſtanding all the repugnancy 1 ſhewed 
avainſt thoſe viſits ; and that which was moſt inſupportable to me, was, that this 
good nephew having brought to meto that wicked Uncle, went often a hunting or 
otherwhere, and left me with him for the reſt of the day ; true ic is,that 1 forbad the 
women that. waited on me,to leave me at any time alone with him,and that by that 
order I ſaved my ſelf a great while ; but one day, which T will count for one of the 
moſt diſaſtrous of my life,1 could not avoid my misfortune, & I ſaw my ſelf reduced 
to the greateſt perplexity Itill then had fallen into. Theander having according to 
his cuſtom brought me into Bugtenes his Chamber;that wicked man who knew my 
husband had that day madean appointment to hunt, found means to ſend away 
the woman that came along with me,and who held intelligence with him,and within 
a while after, Theander having left us, I remained alone with him,and ſaw my ſelfſub- 
jet to the miſhap I had ſo long avoided, and which I had ſo much apprehended. I 
ſhould have much ado to deſcribe the confuſton I was in at this accident : a'chilne( 
ran thruugh all my veins, and I began to tremble from head to foot changing color, 
and being in a manner belide my ſelf. The lufttul old man eafily found the akeration 
that was in me 5 but he defired to ſettle me, and though his eyes ſparkled with a 
light that was extraordinary,and that his face became overſ; with a lively color, 
which years had almoſt driven away from thence, he was willing to moderate him- 
ſelf for a few minutes,to = my mind from the fear he had obſerved in me; for 
that purpoſe, he at firlt talk'd to me of nothing but indifferent matters, and having 
inſenſibly brougheme upon the diſcourſe of his riches, he entertained me awhile 
With it, and then raking me by the hand, and rifing from the chair where he was 
ſirting, Dear neece (ſaid he) 1 will let youſce treaſures which yet I bave tot ſhewn 
to any body, and by that fivht you will know into how worthy a Family you have 
matched your (elf, Wirh theſe words he unlocked the door of a cloſer, whicher I was 
conſtrained to follow him,f having ſhewed me a great many rare and curious pieces 
wherewith it was beautified, he opened his trunks and made me ſee Jewels of an in- 
eſtimable value, and heaps of gold able to fati-fic the avarice of the moſt inſatiable 
_ When he ſaw that 1 appeared aftooithed at thoſe immenſe;treaſures, he 
cd upon me with an inflamed eyc,and preſſing my hands between his,O _ 
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(cried he) all that thou ſeeft is thine ; and if thou perkiſt not in thy obſtinate reſolu. 
tion to hate me, thou maift diſpoſe of all my riches, and of my life. Fly me nor 
(continued he, ſeeing I would have got away, and that I did all I could to pullmy 
hands from between hisJbut with ſome ſence of pity behold him that loves thee ber- 
ter then himſelf, ſee how -nc7; was,” 7 thy ingratitude is to thee, and conlider the 

thy inhumanity makes thee to loſe, neither am 1 ſo odious,nor the prize,l pro. 
poſe tothy affe&ion ſo vile, that thou needeſt diſdain us, and thou maiſt by one 
effe& of love, or if thou wilt but of compaſſion reſtore quietneſs to my mind, and 
become the happieſt woman in the world. The deteſtable old fellow brought forth 
theſe words ſtammering,and looking upon me with luſttul eyes,wherein his horrible 
defires were lively repreſented ; and while he was ſpeaking them and many others 
without order or co-herence, he held my hands fo faſt that *rwas impoſſible for me 
to efcape from him ; then | was ſeized with mortal apprehenſions,and my fear kept 
me from falling into ſuch a rage againſt him, as I ſhould have done, if I had been in 
another condition, yet had I courage enough to call my reaſon tomy aſſiſtance, and 
to repreſent conſiderations to him,which were capable to have diflwaded the wick. 
ed wretch from his evil deſigns. O Bagifanes (faid I, counterfeiting a fearfulneſs) 
what do you dothave you forgotten the gods ? have you forgotten your blood ? and 
have you forgotten your own honour? do y ou not remember that you arc Theander's 
Uncle,or rather his father,and that Alcione is the wife of your nephew,& of him you 
have ever accounted as your ſon?do you not fear the remorſe of conſcience?do you not 
fear infamy ? and do you not fear heavens thunder, which hangs over guilty heads? 
Open your eyes Bogiflaner, and conſider your crime with horror, fuch abominable 
thoughts are unworthy of a noble mind, nor can you continue in them without 
fixing an eternal ſham? upon your memory. I had ſaid more, if the pernicious old 
man would have ſuffered m2 to go on, bur he ſtopr his car at all my words, and be. 


lieving he ſhould rouch me more cafily in a beſeeching poſture, he fell down upon 


his knees, and embraced mine with al 1 his ſtrength : Oh Alcione ! (replied he) ceaſe 
to ſet rh:ſe remonſtrances before his eyes, who is no longer in a condition to profit 
by them, but give me life, unleſs thou wilt have me die here preſently at thy fer. 
Die then (faid I with eyes ſparkling as much with fire, as bis wich another paſſion) 
die deteſtable old man, and never hope for any mercy from thy mortal and irrecon- 
cilable enemy ; At theſe wordsI diſengaged my felt from his arms wich ſo much 
force, that he not only let go his hold, but bcing roughly thruſt in a poſture 
wherein he had bur little ſtrength, he fell all atong upon the floor. 1 ſtaid not to ſee 
what became of him, but finding my ſelf free, I ran out at the Cloſet-door, which 1 
claptagainſt him, and croffing through his Chamber, I got haſtily to the ſtair head, 
As I was running down with a ſpeed which ſufficiently exprefſed my fear, I met 
C(leonimws,who being alſo Bagiſtanes his nephew was coming then to viſit him , The 
knowledge I had of his virtue, andof the friendſhip he bore us, made me praiſe the 
gods for that encounter, and not being in a condition to conſider ftriftly all I did, 
I caſt my ſelf upon him,and cloſely embracing him, Dear couſin,(faid I) dear Clec- 
nimws fave me. My a@ions and my words amazed him fo, that all'he could do was 
to put forth his arms to me,$ askt me in a great trouble what accident was bapned, 
and what ſervice 1 defired from him.Carry me from hence, (anſwered I) and when 
you have brouyht me home, I will tell you my misfortune. Clemimus without que- 
ſtioning me further,affured me that he would die for Theander'$ intereſts and mine, 
without conſidering thoſe of Bagiſtanes,and going down the ſtairs with me, he by 
the credit he had with the Souldiers of the Cittadel, cauſed the gates to be opened, 
and delivered me out of that hateful place where I had ſuffred fo vioient a perſecuti- 
on. When ſaw my ſelf at liberty,I recovered my ſelf a little,and being got into the 
ſtreet,my countenance became leſs affrighted then it had been a few minutes before. 
After I was come home,] repented I had diſcovered ſo much to Cleonimus,and I was 
very ſorry | had oblig'd my ſelfto declare to him the ſhame of his neareſt friends,and 
my particular diſaſter, yer my-knowledge ofhis diſcretion,and the need I had of his 
counſel and likewiſe of his afſiſtance,in the extremity my affairs were come to, made 

me 
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me break through the difficulties I found in my mind, and forced me to conſtſs:my 
misforrune, and totell him my laſt adventure, all the execrable pontauties of 


Bagiftanes,and of the unworthy Aftiuges. During that diſcourſe, Cleonims flinnk 
up his ſhoulders, and litr up his eyes to heaven with demonſtrations of aftoniſhment, 
which made him hardly able to Geak a word when | had told him this laft accident, 
Ah! the monſter (cried he) ah ! the abominab'e man ; if the gods be Juſt, can) tie 
ſurvive ſuch a pertidiouſneſs as this? Having faid thus, he continued a while falenr, 
and then,Dear couſin (purſued he) 1 was to blame to fall intoſo great a wonder dt 
the hearing of ations which are ordinary with Bagiftanes, and I ought to bave:re- 
membred,that whereſoever the intereſt of his pleaſures or of his fortune came in que« 
ſtion, he never conlidered nearneſs of blood, nor his honour, no nor the gods theme 
ſelves. T his laſt treachery of his to Theander,is not1he firſt he hath committed of this 
nature,and proximity never made him forbear the like defigns,upon any of hi: kinſ 
women that had any thing of handſomneſs in them, if he perſiſt in bis herriblein» 
tentions,l offer up my life for the defence of your honour,and af Theander”s intereſts, 
Bagiftanes,if he were bold enough would be wicked enough tFatrempr any kind of 
villany ; but he will remember that he is not exempt from the ſeverity of the Law, 
that he hath not an abſolute power in Babylon,and that Theander is too confiderablle 
to fear any violence from him. Afﬀer this diſcourſe, hz told mea rhouſand of his 
Uncles wickednefſes,8 when 1 asked him how | (huuld carry my ſelf ro my husband 
in the buſinefi, he adviſed me to conceal it yet a while; ſeeing it could brine nothing 
but diſcontent ro him, and diſorder into his family ; and rhat I mighr diſc ver it at 
any time, if I ſhould be further prefſed, He gave me this c. unlel with ſo mach tree» 
dom and aff-&ion, that I reſolved to follow it pun&ually, and having known him 
in all his ations to be endued with a miraculous w'iidcm, 1 was willing to be ab. 
ſolutely guided in this misfortune according to his orders &inſtrufticns. By his advice 
therefore I diſſ:mbled it,” and gave no notice at all unto Theander of ay thing that 
hapned ; true it is,that he never had the power to carry me any more to Bac iftanes, 
and though, to oblige me to that viſit, he rold me he had hurt his forehead with 
falling down a pair of ſtairs, I Rill put ir off by faining my felt not w-1] whenſoeyer 
be ſpoke ro me of ir. Bagi/tanes abaſhed and exaſperated at what had paſſed, came 
not to our houſe,& | had ſome days of reſpite, which were very pleaſing ro me being 
freed from his proſecutions. Bur baſe Aſtiages a few day: after this accident, meeting 
me alone in the Garden, and coming up to me in the corner of an ally which I made 
haſte eo, that | mizht ſh-m him ; Madam, (id he,wi h a difdainful ard diſconren» 
ted look) Cruelty is very well becoming in handſom Ladies like your ſelf,and if you 
perſevere in yuur generoliry,you will wighout duubr advance our houſe exceeding]y, 
] preſently underſtood the meaning of his words, and locking fade-waye uron him, 
I had rather (faid I) your houſe were ſwallowed up in an eternal deftruftion, then 
ever I ſhould have ſo much as a thoughe,to endeavor its greatneſs by rhoſe way* you 
propoſe to me. You do very well Alcione (replied Aitia7c5)bur fince vcu deſtiſe other 
conſideration: yu ouyht at leaſt in charity to viſit thoſe whom you have wounded 
in the body as well as in the minde Thi« diſcourſe vext me tro the very heart, and 
made me an{wer (harvly; Aitiages,l will ler Theander know the good offices ye udo 
him ;and if you continue itil] in your infamous proſecutions, you ſhall ſee thar I am 
not inſen{tble ofthe wrongs you do me. 1 believe you are not infenfible (faid A ti- 
«pes, yoing away) and your laſt friend({hips begin to give ſome notice of it. He left 
meas he broughe furth theſe words, which 1 did not greatly heed at that time, 
caogh I have found {ince but too much tomy colt, with what intention he ſpake 
them. 

h the mcan time Bavitanes,either outof ſhame, or reſentment had given over his 
vifics, and I praiſcd the gods for that laſt adventure, which for one diſpleaſure gave 
me many advanraves.Theander often prayed me to go toſee him, but finding me ve- 
rv enwilling, he had ſo much goodneſs, thar he never went about toforce me ; but 
though thar wicked man ſw me not,he had 'hoſe near me,that to\d him ſufficien'- 


ly whac 1 did. Ajtiages tied to him by the tordid contidecation of riche zind by the 
Pro* 
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iſes he made him to leave him: all he had, baſely forſook the intereſts of his 
her; and the honour of his Family,toſerve him in his dereftable intentions;and 
befides the torments I received from him, the maids that ſerved me were my moſt 
vus enemies, and,as I have learned fince,that infamous fellow had them at his 
devotion,and kept one of them in pay,to ſpy out all my aftions. That difloyal wench 
obſerved,with 4ftiages,the friend{hip I had with Cleonimw,and believ'd that he be. 
ing truly generous, and truly a friend to Theander, was more capable to croſs them 
then any body clſe.1 do not deny bur that I lived with Cleonimas as it I had been his 
own Siſter ; my husband had commanded me to do fo, and I had no repugnance to 
ay him; There was a great deal of familiarity between us,but all our aRions were 
in fight of the whole world,and we never retired together, but when we had a mind 
to talk of Bagiſtanes his proſecutions. I know not whether our deportments wrought 
a jealouſic in our enemies,nor whether they believed themſelves, what they defired 
to perſwade others ; but in effe&t _ they knew I was virtuous enough, not to 
love another man wn prejudice of what I owed to my husband, and that in their 
own hearts account@my ations tobe innocent, they meant to draw mater from 
thence,to drive away a man whom they ſuſpefted to croſs their deligns, or elſe to 
ruine me,whence once their hopes of gaining me were ruined. For this purpoſe they 
carefully watched my ations, ard cauſed others to watch them, & _—_— alll 
did,as might ſerve beſt to their intentions, they laid ſnares for me,which without a 
particular goodneſs of the gods, it was impoſlible for me to eſcape, Belides,the con- 
fiderations I have told you, they were ſct on likewiſe by that of their own juſtifica- 
tion,& fearing I ſhould at laſt diſcover their deteſtable proceeding to Theawler, they 
reſolved to prevent me,and to prepoſſeſs his mind in ſuch manner, that ! might find 
no more belief in him, when ſhould come to make my complaint. Ajtiages havi 
plotted with Bagiſftanes, how he ſhould manage this defien, hown toſet it cn wk 
to Theander,& though he had particular obligations to Cleonin:us, & that baving bin 
bred up together with a great deal of friendſhip,they had ever lived in as good imtel- 
ligence as the virtues of the one, and the vices of the other conld permir,he endeavo- 
red to render him odious to his brother by all manner of calumnics, The:n4er who 
had a very good impreſſion of his friend, made a jeſt of A/tiaces his firſt attempr,, 
and attributing thoſe ill offices to ſome particular averſion, made all the deſigns he 
uſed unprofitable. Aſtiages was not repulſed by theſe firſt difficu!ties ; but carefully 
laying hold of all occafions to make him obſerve our familiarity, he did not deſpair 
of working ſome eff=& in his mind at laſt. One day as we roſe from dinner, during 
which time I had long entertained Cleonimus who fate by me,and had often whiſper- 
ed him in the ear,I drew near toa window, where Aſtiages ſeeing me alone came to 
me,though ofa long while 1 had given over ſpeaking to him,but in Theaxder's pre- 
ſence,and when I knew not how to avoid himzat that time his brother was diſcourling 
with Cle:nimw, at another window which looked toward the Garden, whereupon 
coming cloſe tome, Madam (ſaid he ) I will talk no more to you of B agiſtanes, but 
if you pleaſe I will ſpeak of Cleonimws, with whom mY fortune will be much better, 
I gave not my ſelf time toexamine his Diſcourſe ; but without hearkning to his laſt 
words, I anſwered briefly ; If you ſpeak to me of Cleonimus, you will ſpeak to meof 
a man who by his virtue deſerves both the general and my particular eſteem. I knew 
very well (replied Ajtiages impudently) that that virtue which deſpiſes fortune, was 
not proof againſt his merit ; but we will break the courſe of this affe&ion, and will 
teach the innocent Theander to diſcern his real friends, This diſcourſe netled me fo, 
that without doubt I ſhould have fallen openly upon him, but that having nething 
more to ſay, he went out of the room, where I remained fo troubled, that if Thea- 
der's face had bin toward me, he might cafily have read in mine, what a confuſion 
Aſtiages had left me in.1lean'd upon my elbow in the window, where refle&ing, up- 
on thoſe malicious words I had newly heard,I was ſeized with the moſt violent grief 
I yet had faſt, I recolle&ted my ſelf, and examined all my afions with Cleonimus, and 
found them ſo full of innocence,thatl judged Aſtiages his ſuſpitions very ill grounded, 
and his jealoufic very unjuſt;yet preſently I had a thought to abſent him from me for 
ever, 
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ever, and to deprive my enemies either of the occaſion of their cenſures, or the pre= 
text they had taken to torment me ; but it was followed by another quite contrary, 
and the rigor of my deſtiny,made me look upon Cleonimus at that time more advan- 
ragioully then ever | had before, and obſerve his good qualities and his friendſhip, 
with an eye which would not permit me to conſent to what I was reſolving againſt 
him. I know not Ladies, wherher I am fauley in this confeſſion, and in avuwing in- 
genuoully, that at that r'me | had an affeQion for him that could not ſuffer his ba. 
niſhment, with the care of my reputaticn, and that of my repoſe was preparing for 
him; bur I will tell you alſo ro Juſtifke my ſelf, that perchance it would not have bin 
ſtrong enough to hinder ir,if I had not judged that Aſtiages made uſe of that ſubrilty 
ro deprive me of a man, who he knew would oppole tfis intentions, and whoſe al- 
liſtance was neceſſary for me, to defend my ſelf againſt his perſecutions. This conſi- 
deration as truly as the other,made me reſolve both to ſee Cleonimws,and tolive with 
him as I had done formely, knowing well that Theander, whoſe approbation 1 valu- 
ed more then my bodies diſlike,was not offended with ir,% that it I abated any thing 
of my uſual freedom with him, Aſtiages might have occafion to ſuſpe& me of cun- 
niny, after what he had faid to me I went our of the dining-room where [ left Thean- 
der with Cle»nimus,& walked into the garden alone to entertain the penſivene(s which 
Ajtiages his words had cauſed in me,bur ſcarce had 1 rakM a turn or two,when they 
came our to me, & within a while after Theander being called away by ſome buſineſs 
or other,left me there with Cleonimus, He,at his his firlt coming,obſerved ſome trou- 
ble in my face, whereof he asked me the cauſe, and notwithſtanding he was concerned 
in it,l was fo innocent as ta tell him Aſtiages his diſcourſe,and how he had reproach. 
ed me upon his occafion, Cleonimus hearkned to me without being moved, and 
when I had made an end,he lift up his eyes to heaven, and crofling his arms upon his 
breaſt, he walked above — paces with me before he ſpake a word, then of a 
ſudden makin? a ſtop, and looking upon me with an affe&tion more paſhonate then 
ordinary; Couzen (faid he) your enemies have reaſon to drive me from you,and the 
knowledg they have that 1 will oppoſe their pernicious defigns to the laſt moment of 
my life, does in a fort authorize their proceeding. Beſides I confels to you, that if 
they accuſe me for loving you, they accuſe me very jultly, ſince it is not truer that I 
am Cleonims, then it 15 that I love Alcione more then al the things in the world ; 
Donot wonder at this declaration, couzen,'tis true,l love you more then my ſelf, but 
I proteſt to you by the gods, that this affcQiun is moſt innocent, and that ir ſhall 
never give me dehires for Theanders wite, which I might not communicate to Thean- 
der himſelf : but as innocent as it is, it nevertheleſs is faulty, fince it is made 'to 
diſturb your quietneſ*,and my preſence is hurtful to you, fince it is ſuſpeted to them 
that arenear,you,& that it gives them jealouſtes which are to your diſadvantage. The 
gods forbid that trom henceforward they ſhould find that occaſion to affli& you,and 
that I ſhould prefer my happineſs in ſeeing you before your tranquillity ; I will ab- 
ſent my ſe!f therefore, tince I muſt,and how great grict ſoever I ſuffer ar this ſeparati- 
on, it will certainly be lefs then that I ſhould receive by the diſcontents my preſence 
may cauſe to you ' leonimus ended theſe words with ſoſad a look, that I was ſenfibly 
touched with ir;I have confeffed to you, that my good will ro him was as ſtrong as it 
could lawfully be, and I will avow that it was encreaſed by this diſcourle, & that the 
goodneſs wherewith he forgot himſelt for my intereſts, cauſed in me a tenderneſs 
of him, which I never had till then. To ſay truth, I was willing to let him ſee, both 
how received his order, and ro what degree his perſon and his company were dear 
to me, for that end giving him my hand,Couzen (faid II neither doubt of the great- 
neſs, nor of the nature of your affe&ion ro me, 1 know it is ſuch as a virtuous man 
may conceive to one of his neareſt kindred, and to the wife of his beſt friend,and up- 
on this afſurance 1 will make a like confeſſion of mine to you, and wil proteſt truly 
(though perhaps 1 am to blame in this declaration) that after Theander, there is no= 
thing dearer to me then your ſelf. I will nor therefore deprive my ſelfof you, for the 
ſuſpicions of Aſtiages and Baciſtanes,fo long, as Theander is pleaſed 1 ſhould fee you, 


1 will never conſent co this abſence you purpoſe ro me, If he becomes of their humor, 
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you Will nor then. take it jll,. if I refrain; your. company, and force my own inclinati= 
_ons to perform my duty to my husband. : Till this misfortune happen to us, we will 
live as we have done ; and provided Thesnder be ſatisfied, I ſhall but lictle regard the 
ſacisfaftion of others, By.this anſwer, I drove away part of the ſadneſs that appear« 
ed in Cleonimws his countenance, and with it the delign he had to forſake me, when 
had moſt need of his affiſtance, - 
We continued hereupon to live as we had begun;and on purpoſe to ſpite Aſtiages 
L uſed Cleonimys more kindly then ever; That diſloyal Brother was ſtark mad at it, 
and preſently after he had a companion that bore it as impatiently as he. Baziſtanes 
for all his anger had not ceaſed to love me, and being not able to reſolve to lee me 
no more, he had forced his ſhame and choler, to give me viſits, which I was fain to 
receive whether I would or no; but yet I received them all in the preſence of The 
ander, and often of Clearimus, and others whom I would ever have to be witneſſes 
of -our converſation; If I had much ado to ſuffer bim, he had no lefs to ſuffer 
Cleonimws, whoſe preſence was become inſupportable to him, having changed all the 
affe&ion which alliance formerly had cauſed in him, into a moſt violent hatred ; yer 
being the greateſt difſembler of all men living,he diſguiſed his il] will under a loving 
countenance, and knowing his courage durſt not declare his animolity. Aſtages for 
the ſame confideration carried himſclf, towards him in the ſame manner, but he did 
otherwiſe towards me, and paſſed by no occafion of ſhewing me how black his ſuſ- 
picions were, and how wicked his intentions : his rage grew to ſuch an extremity, 
that he cauſed a note to be put one day in my drefling-cloth, which I found as 1 was 
getting me ready, and wherein I read theſe words. 


Aſtiages to Alcione. 


Y Ou have received too great an honour by our alliance, to conſider that of our houſe ſo 
little, Take beed to it, Alcione, and know there wants neither ſword nor poyſon 
to repair the diſgrace of a Family like ours, 


I read theſe words with an aſtoniſhment which I am not able to repreſent. Till 
then I had been patient and had held my peace, but at that timel reſolved to beſo 
no longer, and to ſpeak ; andI was going inſtantly to carry.the note to Theander, and 
make him the relation of all that had paſſed, it Cleonimus had not come into my 
Chamber : he wondered as much as I at the threats he uſed to me, but he deſired me 
to defer the complaints I meant to make'to my husband for a few days, and coun» 
ſclled me to go with himto vifite my Father at this houſe we now are in, where 
mizhe at more liberty entertain him with my misfortunes, and free my ſelt from the 
fight of my cnemies. I approved the advice he gave me, and within an hour after, 
having propoſed it to Theander,T eafily diſfoſed him to it. Theander & I came hither 
to viſit my father and my mother, who had bin ſome days here todivert themſelves, 
and we ſpent many delightfully in their company.Bagiſtanes & Aſtiages remained at 
Babylon, where their rage made them take recourſe to ways of revenge worthy of 
their courage and of their virtue.Cleonimas came to ſee us almoſt every day, and for 
the moſt part gallopt over alone, the way being but ſhort from hence to B.bylon: 
One day going from us when th Sun was ready to ſet, without any other weapon 
but his ſword, a« he went out of the wood which is naar this houſe, he was afſavlce 
by three men on horſe-back, who threw three darts at him, from a good diſtance ; 
and their haſte, or the will of the gods having made them miſs, they drew their 
ſwords; and ran up to him with full ſpeed : though number of enemies might with 
reaſon have cauſed ſome arprehenſion in Cleonimus, their cowardize made him de- 
ſpiſe them, and beins reſolved to ſell his life as dearly as he could, after having a* 
voided the ſhdck of the two firſt by a little carreer he took, he cloſed ſo luckily with 
the third, thar having made his ſword {lip over his ſhoulder, he ran his own up 


tothe hiles in his right fide ; Scarce was that enemy down, when the ewo others 
came 
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came back at Cleonimus, but their companions horſe'wazin their way;which'hindred 
them from cotning ſtraight wpon him, and while oneof chem: turned a littleafideto 
(et upon Cleonimus behind, 'he was ſo fortunate, that with a back-blowhe:cutoff his 
hand, which fell preſently'to the ground with his ſword. The third having feen this 
ſecond ſtroak, turned about, and ſeeking his ſafety in the ſwifeneſ(s of his horſe;began 
to fly with.all poſhble ſpeed ; bur Cleonimws purſued him, and being mounted:upori 
one much fileerer, overtook him ina very little time ; He could have thrutt his fword 
into his reins if he would, but he contented himſelf with ſeizing uponthe guard of 
his, as he paſſed by, and having eafily wreſted it out of his hand, he threw-it'on the 
ground, and oppoſing his paflage laid hold on his bridle, wherewith having quickly 
{topt him; Friend (faid he) what have I done to thee, that ſhould make thee defire to 
kill me?*This man,in a terrible fear,held up his hand,and beſeeching him to ſpare his 
life ; I have no intention to take it (anſwered Cleonimws) but | will know of thee by 
what offence I have made thee my enemy, thee whom I never diſfobliged, nor ever 
knew in my life. This fellow being a little affured by theſe words, Ah ! Sir(faid he)? 
haveno cauſe to hate you,& doubtleſs I have deſerved that death, which I & my com- 
panions would have given you out of a vile conſideration ; Aſtiages hired us fe that 
purpoſe, and Bagiſtangs promiſed us ten talents to kill you. Though Cleonimus was 
aſtoniſhed at the treachery, yet had be.no dithculty to believe ir, and knowing the 
baſeneſs of his enemies, he ealily gave credit ro-that confirmation of it ; he cared nor 
to draw any greater a giving the man his liberty,he exhorted him to avoid 
ſuch like occaſions of infamy ; the other rouch'd with a true repentance, which he 
witneſſed by his tears,proteſted that only the extream poverty to which of lace years 
he had been reduced, was the motive that had incited him toa wickedneſs which he 
had ever detefted. You might have freed yourſelf from that (replied C'eonimws) by 
honeſter mcans;but to the end it no more may ſerve you for a pretext to evil aftions, 
you ſhall not loſe the recompence you hoped tor, & you may come to morrow to my 
lodging, and fetch your ſhare of the ten talents Bzgiſtanes promiſed y: u This man, 
raviſhed with Cleonimus his generofity, would have caſt himſelf at his teer ; bur he 
would not ſuffer him, and- ſending him away, I delire no other requital (faid hc) 
but that you would be an honeſt man, and that by ſpeaking of this buſinef*, you 
- would not diſhonor two men who are near allied to me,&-one of which i: brother ro 
Theauder,l have toldyou this paſſage a little more at Jarge. to make you know of what 
temperCleonimws his mind was, fince he himſelf paid his murtherers the hire which they 
were to have had only for his death ; and that after cauſes ot complaint of this nature 
againſt Bagiſtanes and Aſtiages, he had yet care ot their repueation, and forbade that 
fellow to defame them. True it is that inthis laſt ett& of guodneſs, there was ſom? 
little mixture of intereſt,8& that he was glad'to ſmorher that atrempr,ftearing the cauſe 
would break forth with the report of it,$& that I might be too much ſpoken of in that 
diſcourſe. Being come to Baby/on, he retired to his lodging, where he made no menti- 
on at all of what had befallen him,&paſſed the night,as I have heard fince,in bis won= 
ted tranquillity; but the next morning,as ſoon as he was ready,he went to Theanders 
houſe,& going up into Aſtiage*s chamber, who was not yet ſtirring,he came to his bed 
fide,8 drawing open the curtain,he ſhewed himſelf to him. Aſtiages difſembling his 
hatred,bad him good morrow,as he was wont ro do;burt Cleonimus ſeeing, there was 
no body with him,after he had looked a while upon him withuut ſpeaking, Aſtiages 
(aid he) your defign has not taken cffe&,and the miniſters of your intention, by the 
Juſtice of the gods,have received another payment then that you made them hope for; 
I come hither neither to take revenge for an intended murther, nor to reproach you 
with it, but to make you know that without difficulty,and without diſhonor,l could 
puniſh your baſeneſs,and to put you in mind,that in the quality you profeſs,you had 
handſomer ways to free your ſelf of an enemy; I ſhould not want them to free my 
ſelf of you, if you were not as unworthy of my reſentment, as youare to be Thean- 
ders brother; but fince his-confideration makes me ſuppreſs it, it ſhall alſo make me 
lupprels the report of this a&ion, not to fave a reputation which -you have aban- 
doned ; but to keep a noble bloud, in _ both friendſhip and alljance makes me 
| X 2 
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conicern'd, from a ftain which cauld nat be gotten our of it. Cleonimus having ended 


theſe wards, deigned nar. to ftay for 4ftieger his anſwergbut going forth of the cham. 
ber, left him in a marvellaus-confufion. We had alocady lhadned by certain coun 


le,that Cleonimus had fought a combate as he was going back to Babylon the day 


& ; and asſoon as Theander heard it, he toak horſe and went preſently to him, 
having asked him the particulars of that encounter, Cleaziveps confefied he had been 
affaulted by. three men, againft whom the gods had ſo well affifted him, tharhe had 
gotten the better of them, but could not come to the knowledg of his enemies, Ther 
ender without ſounding any deeper into that adventure, rejoyced at his good ſucceſs, 
and within a while after,going to his houſe, he found Afjages there, fo confounded 
with Cleonimus his words,that he hardly knew in what place he was. That treacherous 
fellow, believing his wickedneſs could not be long concealed, reſolved to prevent 
thoſe that might inform his brother of ic, and having already prepared himſelf for 
the diſcourſe he was to make to that purpoſe,defired a time to fpeak with him in pri- 
vate, Theander retiring with him into his clofet, gave him the Hberty he demanded; 
and then that perfidious wretch, after long preambles to teſtifie his trouble, that he 
was to acquaint him with fo i]l a bufinefs, told him open!y what he before had con- 
fuſedly ſtrove to make him believe,and proteſted to him. that J loved Cloonimus with 
paſſion, and with ſcandal toall their race; that Bagi/tazes and he had perceived it 
with a great deal of grief, and that they had endeavorcd to divert me from it by en- 
treaty,S&even by ſome threatnings,which the intereſts of their blood might authorize, 
but that I had been inſen{ible of their remonſtrances,and that abuijing with Clonimus 
the facility of ſo good an hasband, we by a thouſand ſcandalous ations had made 
known our paſſion,even to thoſe that were leaft quick-ſ{ighted. Aſtiazes ſaid ſo many 
other things to Theandcr, that he was. weary of ſuffering him longer, and looking 
with diſdain upon him, You are too zealous, Aſtiages (anfwered he) and I have al- 
ready told you, how well known Alcione and Cleontaus are to me ; I ſhould be very 
m caticied with them both, if their friendſhip were yet a little greater then it is, 
and fince that only I am concerned in ic,l will defire them to augment it for my ſake: 
Theſe words ſpoken with a diſdainful tone, troubled, and exaſperated Aſtiages, and 
obliged him to reply with an angry accent ; If youare fo little ſenſible of the diſho- 
nor of your houſe, that they may be blemiſhed with ie are not ſo tame as you are,and 
your neareſt friends ſhall never be reproached for having tolerated a miſchief of the 
nature of this they have diſcovered ; jfince it is an extream one, ir ought not to be 
thought ftrange,if they apply extream remedies to it.and if the honor of their fami- 
ly arm them againſt the deſtroyers of it, Theander was ſo deeply rouch'd with this dif- 
courſe, that againſt any body but a brother, he would violently have expreſſed his 
reſentment, and in his laſt words obſerving the hatred, and the evil deſigns he had 
againſt Cleonimus, he preſently believed that it was he who had laid that ambuſh for 
him,which he had eſcaped by his valourzand in that opinion looking {ide-ways upon 
him, Wicked man (faid he) thou haſt diſcovered thy ſelf too much, and I no lon- 
ger doubt, but that thou thy ſelf didit ſet on thoſe villains to affafſinate Cleonims. 
Aſiages grew pale at that accuſation, & by a manifeſt trouble made Theander ſee his 

oaches were true, That belief having enflamed him with anger,Ah!thou unwor- 
thy fellow, (continued he) that art the ſhame and diſhonour of our blood thy ſelf; 
= 1 examples haſt thou amongſt our kindred of ſach a baſenefs > Ah ! 1 need no 
longer doubt it, and the knowkdg I have ever had of thy wicked inclinations, doth 
but too much fortifie me in that conceit, Theander accompanied theſe words with a 


torrent of others, which ſo daſh'd Aftiager that he was a long timeere he could get | 


out of his confufzon, but at laſt ſtriving to recover himſelf, and laboring to ſhew # 
confidence ; If you were not my brother (faid he) I would make you know how 
ſenſible F am of calumnies of this nature, and if Cleonimys perfifts in this opinion, 
he ſhall ſee I am not ignorant of the means to difabuſe him. Theander laughing at that 
bravado, deſpiſed him more then he did before, and after having uſed a thouſand re- 
proaches to him, with expreks threats, which Affiages anfivered only with a confution 
that abſokuchy confirmed his brother in. his former belief, not- being able wy 
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nger with hinj, be went away direftly to Cleemimus, As ſoon as he faw him;:he 
=- him with openarms, ſaying, Dear Cleonimics, if my brother be wicked /ifmg | 
brother be baſe, we are neither guilty of his crimes, nor of his baſencſ ; and you 
ought not extend your reſentment- unto me,, who will no more contider- him/as 
my brother,but a5 a rraytor,and asa murtherer.Cleoximus was much urprized at this 
diſcourſc,and believing that Theanger by other means had Ieamn'dthe whole truth of 
the byſineſs,did no longer diſavow that which by an admirable:difcretion he had re- 
ſolved to conceal, both fromhim,and from all living. Theander being affured of 
his brothers crime, firſt by Gleonzmes his filence, . and then by his confeſſion, defired 
to know the particulars of it, and Cleonimus having told him all, made him ch 
colour a thouſand times,and a thoufand times dereft his deſtiny,which had made him 
be bot of ſo wicked a race. After this diſcourfe, he ingenuouſly made him ac- 
quainted with all that A/tiages had faid to him, and informed him of hi: jealouficin 
terms,and with an ation whereby he found that though he had the greateſt intereit 
in the buſineſs, he was not moved with it at all; Cleonimus nevertheleſs ſhrunk up 
his ſhoulders at the hearing of it, and looking upon hin with a countenance extra- 
ordinarily troubled, I knew (faid he) Fortune would be jealous of the happmefs 
Lenjoy In your friendſhip, and that I muſt be fain to follow the uſual courſe of my 
deſtiny, which never granted me a laſting felicity ; After the ſuſpitions of Aftiares, 
and Bagiſtanes, I cannot be innccent, fince I have given them occafion to conceive 
them:but that they may take no more,neither from my preſence,nor from my impru- 
dent carriage, will abſent my felt both from Alcione, and from you, & will moderate 
the grief of that ſeparation,by the remembrance of a repoſe which I wi!l never erou- 
ble. Theanaer would not ſuffer Cleonimws to go on, but embracing him with much 
affe&ion, I had rather (faid he) that A/tiages and Bagiſtanes were in their graves, 
then that you ſhould continue an hour in that thought : let them avoid your fighe 
themſelves,if it be ſuſpeRted to them,and let them not envy a happinef+ they are inca- 
pable to give me : Atcione, 1 will follow you if yougo away, and though you will 
ſhun our company, we will tie our ſelves inſeparably to yours. Theander ſipoke theſe 
words with fo paſlionate an air,that Cleoniwas was moved with them, & cuntidering 
Theanders _— nature, and the hearty affe&ion he bore him, he could ſcarcely with- 
hold tears,which the force of his friendſhip was like to have drawn from his eyes,and 
embracing him with an exceſs of love, O gods! (cryed he) ſhould Inot be a thou- 
ſand times more faithleſ(s then our (landerers, it I could ever have a thuught to betray 
ſach a friend as Theander ? I will never fear it, added Theander, and it this calumny 1 
have told you of, makes you abate any thing of your familiarity toward Alcione, 1 
ſhall believe you have ill interpreted my intentions,and that you are become my ene. 
my. I will rather become my own (replied Cleonimus)and being your will ſhall ever 
me mine, I will live both at your houſe, and every where elle as you ſhall enjoyn me, 
but to give you further proofs of my innocence, Alctone ſhall tell the true cauſe of 
the hatred of Aſtiages & Bagiſtanes, 'twas by my entreaty (he has deferr'd to acquaint 
you with it all this while, and by my conſent you ſhould never have heard any thing 
that could trouble your contentment, it my enemies had not brought things'to an 
extremity.now it were no longer wiſdom to conceal the truth of it trom you, but you 
ſhall learn ic from the month of Alcione who is the moſt concerned in it,and in whom 
it will be more handſome to tell it you,then in a man who may be grown ſuſpeed, 
by reaſon of a treachery, the memory whereof is yet ſo freſh. Theander proteſted to 
him a thouſand times that he would never ſuſpe& him, and prefſed him a long time 
todraw that confeſſion from him, which he referr'd to me : but he defended him- 
{elf fo well againſt his importunities that be gave them over,. and defiring to come 
back to me that day to give me account of all theſe adventures, and to fatisfie his 
own curtofity, he left Cleonimmrs,after having made him promiſe that he would come 
andſee us the next day at the furtheſt, Before he returned hither, he ſaw Aftiages 
again, and when he had laid his crime before his eyes, with words full ofreproaches, 
and inveRives, heproteſted to him that if any evil happened to Cleonimus, no body 
thould be queſtioned for it but he and Bagiftanes, fince their ill intentions had _ 
vere 
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vered themſclves,both by witnefles,and proofs that were irreproathablel belicverhis 
threat ſecured Cleonimms his life, which wonld have been'in greardanper, if his en-: 
mics had not feared to be accuſed of it after ſuch maniteſt appearances; / In the mean; 
time having got looſe from a good number of his friends, who were come toſec him, 
and from whom he carefully hid the Authors of his adventure, he- went abroad to; 
make ſome viſit ; but-as he pafſed-through the ſtreet, - he chancet} tofee the man to 
whom he had given his life the day before, and:ro whom he had promiſed the're-, 
ward, which he was to have received from Bagiſtanes for his death ;-although Gie6«: 
nimws had given him order to come and fetch the money at his lodging, he had-hGt 
the impudence to: go and demand. a recompence which he ſo ill deſerved, & content= 
ed himſelf with the mercy he had received, without daring to preſent himſe't before 
him ; but Cleonimw having ſpied him,remiembred his promiſe, and being a moſt relj- 
gious obſerver of all thoſe he made, hecalled him, and carrying him to his chamber 
his own ſelf, gave him the ſum he had promiſed him. The tcllow, confounded with 
ſoextraordinary a liberality, caſt himſelf at his feer,and ſpeaking ro him,as to a man 
whoſe virtue was little leſs then divine, he beſeeched him to diſpole of his lite,and to 
command him ſomthing whereby he might have occaſion to hazard it.Cleonimus ac. 
knowledging his good will, fince you are ſo thankful (faid hc) you muſt needs do 
me a ſervice, which I can receive from no body but you, and rhat i+ to give a letter 
into Bagiſtanes his own hand, which I will write to him, and which cannot well be 
delivered but by yours, Fear himnot, Fſhall be able to detend you againſt him,and 
againſt all thoſe whom my confideration ſhall make your enemics. The man having 
offered himſelf with a great deal of joy, to perform what he delired, Clemimmns cal-. 
led for paper, and wrote to Bagi/tanes in theſe terms, 


Cleonimus to Bagiſtanes. 


—_— miniſter of your generoſity comes to demand the recompence you promiſed bim: it 
was not bis fault if he bath not ſerved you to your mind ; and if_ your deſign bath 
not taken effeq, "tis becauſe fortune doth not always ſecond great and noble enterprizes, 
This laft, wherein you imployed this bearer, is of a nature that may leave you a galiant 
reputation ; he for bis payment deſired a letter of recommendation to you, and be believed 
be could not addreſs himſelf better,then to him who bath the happineſs to be your Nepbew, + 
and to whom you bave ſhewed ſo freſh, and ſo obliging proofs of your friendſhip ; if nears 
neſs of blood tied me to you before, the remembrance of that favour gives you the diſpoſing 
of a life whereof you have a great deal of care, and which cannot be loſt with more glory, 
nor with more advantage, then when it may facilitate your poſſeſſing of that cruel Lady 
whom you ſo virtnouſly honour with your affefion. 


Cleonimus having written this letter, gave it to the man, who'carried it to Bariſtanes, 
This was all the revenge he would take of him, being of an aye which forbad him ' 
any Other:and [ believe it was not fo light a one as he imagined ; & Bagiſtanes already 
vext that his deſign had ſucceeded fo il], was like to have burlt with ſpite at ſuch juſt, 
and ſuch jeering reproaches; but being very ſubtil,he made no ſhew of it,and within 
a few days after, he that had been the bearer of them vaniſhed, and never could be 
heard of ſince, whereupon we believed that Bagiſtanes & Aſtiages had cauſed bim to 
be made away, that the world might no longer bear ſo undeniable a witneſs of their 
villany. In this interim Theander was come home to us,and had told me the particu- 
larities of Aſtiages his treachery, and Cleoninws his generolity ; and after he had 
related the diſcourſe he had with his brother, whoſe rage he deſcribed to me in the 
terms wherewith I have repreſented it to you,he made me acquainted with what had 
paſſed between him and Cleonimus upon that ſubje&,$& prayed me to make the recital 
which he had referred to me. 1 was before ſufficiently diſpoſed to give him that fati(- 
faftion of my own accord,as ſoon as I knew Cleonimus difapproved'it not.l ſtaid not 


for a ſecond entreaty,but told him at large of all the perfecutions I had ſuffred _ 
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Bagiſianes, and-his perhdious:brother, even to the ſmalleft particulars, in the ſame 
manner as I havc'related them to you. 1 know . not what judgment you will-make of 
Theanders proceetling in this encuunter,but for mine own part I was very ill ſatisfied, 
with i::He indeed etelted the.treackery of Aſtiages, and called him a hundred times 
baſe fellow,and unworthy to be born of noble blood;but he ſeemed not at all touch« 
ed with any reſentment ayainft Bagiftanes, and inſtead of falling into anger againſt 
him,he did nothing but laugh at his weaknefs;and when I'faw he was but lirtle pleaſ- 
ed with his coldnelſs in that buſineſs, What, Madam (aid ke ſmiling, to vex me the 
more) are you cruel then to thoſe that love you ? 'I had ſuffered too much by Bagi- 
fangs his importunities to be able to turn them into jeſting;but Theander made him- 
ſelf port with.chem,andatter he had laught at them a while; 4lcione (continued he) 
you have told me nothing of Bagiſtanes, which | have not ſeen him praQiſe toward 
all his neareſt kinſwomen;and | believe that no degree of proximity ever freed any of 
them from him who were handſom enough to move his love, but Ihever faw any 
body jealous of him ; and he is now of an age tocauſe more piry of his weaknels, or 
more mirth at hiz tollie,then far of any danger by him.For my part, Alcione,l pro 
teſt to you, this jealoulie (hall never break my ſleep,$ that it ſhal ever be the ſmalleſt 
of my afflitions.It you had ſooner communicated your troubles to me. I ſhould with - 
out doubt have diminiſhed them,$ perchance I ſhould have made you find divertiſe- 
ment,in that which hath bin matter of vexation to you, I could not approve of this 
humor of Thesnder”'s, & yet I was very much eaſed by having disburdened my ſelf of 
part of my cares;& within a while after Cleonimws being come, joyned in our conver= 
fation,& ſeconded Theanders opinion in ſuch manner,that 1 began to believe my miſ- 
fortu es were leſ< then I had fancied them. After we had ſome time. diſcourſed mer- 
rily upon that ſubject, Theander falling again to be ſerious, prayed me,or rather com- 
manded m2 before Cleonimus to love him till as my brother, and at his ſecond (elf, 
and proteft:d ro me that the moſt ſenſible diſcontent he could receive, would be to 
ſee me dimin'fþ any thing of that affeRion he required from me, upon any confi- 
deration whatſoever. Afterwards they reſolved,that for the ſhort time Bagiſtanes ac- 
cording to the courſe of nature had to live, I ſhould not uſe him ill, and that I ſhould 
receive his follies as matters of paſtime. In theſe entertainments, and other pleaſing 
divertiſcments, we ſpent yet ſome few dayes here with my father and mother, afrer 
which we returned to Bzbzlon, Aſtiages had left his lodoing at our houſe, and was 
gone to lie in the Citadel with his Uncle ; Theauder,to whom his crimes,and the at- 
tempt- he had made upon me for Bagiſtenes his fati:fa&tion,had rendred him odious, 
was not able to endure him longer within his doors;and Aftages himſelf was better 
_ to be with a man of his own humour, then among perſons that dereſted 

im 

{t wa* about that time that our country was almoſt every where full of ſouldiers, 
and th2t Darius,after the loſs of the ba'tle of Iſis,recruiting his forces in theſe parts 
topreva-e himiclt for a third, retired himſelt into our city ; The Court there was 
very 9r-2: and fair, though the Q1eens and Princeſſes who were wont to make up 
the h-{t vart of it were abſent at that time, by a cruel ſervitude. 

Since it only my particular hiſtory you defire, I will not recount that of the 
State, nor the things that paſſed then at Babylon, in which I haveno intereſt at all. 
Yet can I nn: forvear to tell vou, Madam, that among thoſe who were moſt conhde- 
red near Dar 1 often ſaw the PrinceOroondates your brother,his admirable ations, 
and the Kings favour had made him ſo remarkable, that it was hard for the meanelt 
perſons to b» iynorant who he was. And indeed mv brother &l had preſerved the I- 
dea of him fo w211,that chow: h four or five years which are run'out fince,have made 
ſome alterati-n in hi- face.ver was it not enough ro make us miſtake him:$& if we till 
now have difſembled that know'ed:: cf him, *rwas becauſe we found his intention 
was not to diſcover him{elt. 1 faw him exerciſe the troons he had ſent for out of Scy= 
this, after the manner of their country, in a Plain near the ciry,and in all his aftions 
he had fo marve'lous a yrace,thar it was hard to loſe the remembrance cf it. | will 


tell you likewiſe that Theander & Clemmimw had the honour to be known to w_ 
that 
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that & t of their virtue which was very greatin this country,made them often 
receive thoſe favours from him, which he was wont to ſhew to all virtuous perſone, 
As concerning my ſelf,I remember that at the Kings firſt coming thicher,my perſecu. 
ror gave me ſome reſpite, and the multicude of his atfairs,or his diligence in waiting 
at the Court, freed me for ſome time from his vikits ; which 7 heander made me ſuffer 
whether I would or no, and wherewith he ſtill would mock me, which ſometimes 
made me angry, and in the end made me reſolve, to afflit my ſelf Jef then 1 was 
wont, and to rake (if I could poffible without contributing to ir) my part in his di. 
vertiſement ; but the firſt moneth being paſt,the wicked old man fell again to his vId 
courſes with more eagerneſs then before, & telling Theander what he was able to do 
for the advancement of his fortune, he made ſo good uſe of that advantage, that ] 
was more troubled with him then ever, alchough I cook his perſecution* no more to 
hearc,a*I had done formerly, yer could I never conttrain my ſelf to give him a good 
look,as Theamder would have had me to make ſport with him,and not underſtanding 
any jeſting in matters of that nature,I made him know by all my a&ions,that I could 
never be capable of any thought to his advantage. This affurance wherein he had a 
thouſand occa{ians to confirm himſelf, exaſperated him in extremity, and believing 
that Cleonimus was the chiefeſt obſtacle to his intentions, he reſolved ro ſet his laſt 
envines a work, cicher to ruine him, or to drive him away from me : He wavered a 
long time, thinking what counſel he ſhould take ; and it he ſpared Cleoninus his life, 
againſt which he might have made a ſecond artempr, *cwas not ſo much any tenſe of 
virtue, 0: confideration of alliance that reſtrained him, as his fear of the Laws, from 
whichſhe wa* not exempt, not doubting bur that after what he had alr ady done,he 
ſhould be called to account it any miſchict ſhould befallCleonimus. This apprehenſion 
ſtopt his violent reſolutions,and made him betake himſelf to other inventions to ba- 
niſh him from me. He ar firſt ſought out means to ſet difſention between my huſ- 
band and him,without engaging me in the buſine(,bur having vainly endeavorcd to 
make them fal) out,his rage grew to ſuch an extremity,that he no longer conſidered 
me, but derermined blindly to try all ways ro advance his revenge, and his other 
pernicious defigns.He had already made ſo good uſe of his power with Theander,that 
he had perſwaded him to be reconciled to Aftiages, and though that diſloyal man 
lodged ftill with hi- uncle, yet came he often to vitit his brother, but he neuer ſpoke 
word of Bagiſtanes and carried himſelf roward me with a very great coldne(s, he ſtill 
avoided meeting with Cleonimus,and Cleonimus ſhunn'd him, & Bayiſtanes ſo care« 
fully, that he never met either of chem at our houſe.Theſe two wicked wretches uni- 
ted together, labored joyntly to deftroy.me,and when they thought they had recove- 
red all the credit they were wont to have with my husband, they forget nothing that 
could ru'ne us, and ftrove-to make Theander obſerve our familiarities with ſuch an 
induſtry as might without much difhculry have perplext any other husband ; bur his 
friend(hip to Cleonimus, and his goodneſs ro me were (o great, that for a long time 
he either laught at what they ſaid,or elſe received it as from ſuſpeCted perſons, Theſe 
traitors ſeeing themſelves deceived in their expeRation, reſolved to proſecute their 
crime yerfurther, to leave nothing unatrempred to take revenge of a man, that hin- 


dred their defigns, though wit" loſs of my honor, and that of our houſe. For this 


purpoſe having well contrived their creachery, and given inſtruftions to the perſen 
they were-to imploy, and whom they had bribed a long cime before, they made uſe 
of the plor Inow will tell you, to deceive Theander. 

As he came back onenight from the Palace, where he had ſpent part of the day, 
and from whence he returned not till afcer the King was in bed, he had an encoun- 
ter hard by our door, which hath fince coſt me ſo many tears, and which withour 
doubt will make me pour them forth a}l the reſt of my miſerable life. When he was 
cloſe by his own houſe,he by the light of a rorch which one of hisſervants carried be- 
' fore him ſaw one of my maid< come out,who was the very ſame my enemies by their 
preſents had corrupted The wench came forth without a light, and ſeemed to go in 
great dea] of fear,when the footman holding his to her face,help'd his maſter to diſco 
ver her,Theander wondring to ſec a maid com out of his houſ at midnight,$ _—_ 
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candle, cailed her by her name ; but ſhe being thus known,'firſt by crying out; made 
ſhew ro be much ſurprized ; and then having made as if ſhe would have run away, O 
$1 (faid ſhe) lam undone ;and at the ſame time, ſhe tore a Paper which the 
py in her hand, and thrult the pieces of it haſtily into her mouth, This ation which 
was but too heedfully obſerved by the abuſed Theander, cauſed a chilnefs to run 
through all-his body, and gave him apprehenfions which he had never felt before; 
He came cloſe tothe wench in an extream trouble, and ſtopping her by the arm, Whi- 
ther goeſt thou (faid he) and-whither wert thou carrying that paper which I ſaw thee 
rear juſt now ? The maid faining a deadly fear, ſunk down at his feet, and embracing 
his knees, Ah ! Sir (faid ſhe) I beſeech you pardon me ; and repeating thoſe words 
twice or thrice, (he appeared to be ſtrucken with ſo great an aſtoniſhment, that The. 
ander's was redoubled by ir. Speak (faid he) ; and it thou wilt have me pardon thee, 
confeſs thy fault to me preſently. Thar ſubtil wench wiping her eyes, and ſeeming to 
rwemble, Ah! Sir, (replyed ſhe) my obedience is very guilty, but yer both my Lady 
and | are more innocent in effect then in appearance;and it I tore this letter,it was my 
fear that made me imprudently commit that fault. But from whom, and to whom 
wert thou carrying it, demanded Theander haſtily > My Lady, (anſwered ſhe) ſent 
ir to Cleonimus. Theander quite confounded, or rather quite bekde himſelf, eying the 
wench from head to foor, Did Alcione (faid he) ſend thee to Cleomimws at this time 
ofthe night, and in the dark, as I meet thee ? Ah ! Sir, (replyed that wicked wench) 
I wiſh to rhe gods that I were dead, fince my imprudence is ſo hurtful to my Miſtreſs, 
and perchance cauſes ſuſpicions in you againtt her, which you ought not to conceive, 
Theander who began already to ſwallow the poylon that was prepared for him, would 
not talk lonver wich her in the ſtreer, but commanded her to be gone to her chamber, 
and to be filent a* the loved her life;He neither threatned her,nor asked her any thing 
more, fearing ro make his ſervants acquainted with the cauſe of his trouble, and to 
kam news himſclt, which his growing jealouſte made him already to apprehend, and 
coming up into my chamber, where I was already in bed, he bad me good night, but 
was ina way very diftzrent from his ordinary manner, and with a countenance ſo 
changed, that preſently I believ'd he was not well. Having ask'd him haſtily how he 
did, he told me he found himſclt a little indiſfoſed, and being undrefſed, he came 
to bed in fo deep a ſadneſs, that if the cauſe of it had been known, it would have mo- 
ved pity even in thoſe that had been moſt inſenitble ; the diſquiet I was in for fear 
of his health, having kept me awake a good part of the night, made me know like- 
wiſe how he reſted, and made me hear the tghs he drew from the bottom of his heart 
in 6 great abundance, that I believed his body had lefs part in that indiſpoſition then 
his minde. 1 acked himolten how he did, but he hardly anſwered me, letting me 
know I ſhould oblige him if I Icte him at quiet. As ſoon as it was day he aroſe, and 
going out of my chamber, he came not home again till evening; I found him as fad as 
the night betore, and preſſing him to tell me the cauſe, Madam, (faid he) I pray you 
pardon my i!] humor, ic will paſs over if it pleaſe the gods,and I my ſelf am ignorant of 
the cauſe;in the mean time I need only a little reſt,&1I beſeech you togranit it me. Ha- 
ving faid fo, he exprefled a dehre to lie in his own chamber for ſome few nights, and 
When [ had given order to have it made ready,he bade me good night,and left me in 
a greater confution then I am able to repreſent. He was ſo little accuſtomed to ſpeak 
tome,in atyle like that of his laſt words, & to conceal the cauſe of his affliftions from 
me, that by this unexpeRted change, 1 was like to have gueſſed part of my misfor- 
runes, Truc it is, that I had ever ſeen him ſo far trom the thoughes that then tor- 
mented him, that | had much ado to ſuſpett him of them z and I knew my ſelf fo in- 
noxcenr, that I did nor be-icve he in my moſt faulty aCtions could find any reaſonable 
prerence for his il] humour, In this confufton of thoughes I paſſed the night ; and as 
ſoon as 1 was up, I went into his chamber, where I found him walking with his arms 
acrols upon his breaſt, and lifting up his eye* to heaven, with all the ations of a per- 
fon mortally aMidted; 1 could not forbear running to him with open arms, Dear The. 
ander ({aid I) have I not interrupred you ? yes, (anſwered he coldly ) and you would 
oblige me if you will leave me alone, fince ſolirude is the greateſt caſe 1 can give my 
Yy tcrouble, 
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trouble, Theſe words, and the accent wherewith he ſpoke them, froze me with a 
deadly apprehenſion, Ah . Theander (cryed 1) fear you have left loving me. He 
' anſwered meat firſt only by a deep high, and after he had Jooked a while upon me 
without ſpeaking;Madam, (replyec he) I pray you leave me. And turning his back he 
went to lean upon a window that was coward the gardens. I would not trouble him 
furcher, but retired into my chamber, ſtrucken with a mortal grief. There it was that 
refleting upon Theaxders words and ations, I found occafion enough to eſteem my 
ſelf unhappy, and could make no other conjeRure, but that either I, by my deport. 
ments, had drawn my husbands hatred upon me, or that ſomenew atfeCtion ,made 
him wtary ofmy company. 1 reſolved neverthe'eſs upon the worſt events that could 
happen, and cobear his ill humor, or his inconſtancy, without murmuring, . Cleonimus 
was as much puzzled in-it-asI, and not being able to draw any knowledge from him 
of his diſcontent, he only comforted me, and confirmed me in the reſolution 1 had 
taken, Many days pafſed on this manner, in which I received not any mark of The. 
anders former affc&ion, nor any other il] uſage from him, then what I found in bis 
filence, and in his coldneſs ; both of them encreaſed every day, and Theander being 
become infenſible of the diſcourſe of Cleonimws, and of his other friends, plunged him- 
ſelf more and more into that penlive ſadneſs which quickly changed his countenance, 
and became rowerful enough to have ſent him to his grave, without the aſliſtance ir 
received, I taſked often with ( Jeonimus touching my misfortune, and our friend(hip 
which our enemies malicicufly cauſed the unhappy Theander to obſerve, redoubled 
his jealoulte very vehemently, and made it in the end fo ſtrong that it was no longer 
in a condition to be ſhut in, 

I was one day in my bed, where my watchings and my forrows had made me 
droufie,when I know not with what intention he came into my chamber,where I had 
not ſeen him of many days : the defireT had tqobſerve his ations made me keep ftill 
in the poſture I was in,and feign my ſelf aſleep. He walked a great while up and down 
without ſpeaking, or without coming near the bed, but in the end he came on the 
ſurcher fide of it, and having half opened the curtain, he believed I was aſleep, and 
ſare down, beginning to look upon me, with motions which only he was able to 
repreſent. He continued long in that poſture, keeping his eyes fixt upon my face, and 
mine were not fo cloſe ſhut, but that through the tingers of one of my hands which 
lay upen my cheek I could ealily obſerve him ; his looks grew inflamed, and mild 
again by firs, but intheir different motions, they naturally expreſſed the ditferent agi- 
tations of his foul. And he contented himſelf with making them ſpeak for him, but 
at laſt his paſſion was too ſtrong for his reſolution, ſo that by the violence of it for- 
getting his derermination to hold his peace: Ah ! Alcione (faid he ſoftly) is it polli- 
ble thou ſhould(t be falſe to me ? I was fo nearly touch'd with theſe words, which he 
ſpoke loud enough to be heard by me, that loling the remembrance of my feigned 
ſleep, which might have given me a fuller knowledg of my misforcune, 1 fate up ofa 
ſudden, as he roſe from the bed-fide, and ſtopping him by the arm, with a kind of a 
diftratted ation. 1? Theander (ſaid 1) amT falſe to you? Theander ſecing himſelf held 
ſo, ſtrove to turn away his face from me, and putting his hand up to his eyes, to re- 
ſtrain ſome tears which would have broken fcrth with violence ; Alcione (replyed he) 
I do what Ican to juſtifie you in my thoughts, but, Alcione,it is impoſſible. And with- 
our ſpeaking or hearkning rome any more, he pulled his arm away from me, and 
going out of my chamber, left me in the condition you may imagine. It would be 
both ſuperfluous and redjous, Ladie-, to repeat my lamentations after this aſſurance 
my mi*fortune. I ſaid all that a violent grief can make one ſay, and in the pang* it Fur 
me in, I ſpared neither my hai- nor my face. What (aid I, half out of my wit:) (hall 
thy husband accuſe thee of infid. liry,and wilt thou ſurvive that accuſation ? ſhall thar 
Iband who is ſo dear to thee,and in whom thou haft bounded all thy thoughts, with 
{o entire a relienation, b-lieve thou haſt betray'd him,and reproach thee with it him» 
ſc}f,and thou not endeavour,even with the peril of thy life,ro juſtifie thy ſelf ? Ak!no, 
Alcione, either die, or blot fo inifter an opinion out of his mind, and ſuffer not 
that ingratctul man, whom thou haſt too dearly loved, to confirm himſelf in = thy 
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filence,and by thy patience, In this thought I leap'd out of the bed,and witheut con- 
ſulcing any further, Iran into Theazders chamber, whither they told me he went in 
when he came out of mine; As ſoon as I ſaw him, I could not torbear crying'out ; 
Theander, My dear Theander, is it poſlible you ſhould believe me falſe > Theander an- 
ſwered me without being moved, I know not what you are, but 1 would give all my 
bloud that you were innocent. Ah! if I am not ſo (replyed [) kill me; but if Lbenor 
faulty, reſtore me that afte&ion which I have loſt, and without which 1 cannot live, 
The abuſed Theander,half diſtraſted with ill impretſions,was not at all touched with 
what I ſaid, but getting looſe from my hands, Madam (faid he) you take me with- 
out doubt for Cleonimus, Theſe words were like a thunder-clap to me, and he had 
no ſooner ſpoken them, but (whether it were to get out of my tight, or that he re- 
pented he had (aid ſo much) he went out of the chamber and left me there alone. I] 
was inſtantly overwhelmed with an infinite number of forrowtful thoughts, and } de- 
plored my diſaſter by a deluge of tears, and by words full cf diſtraQtion ; I called the 
gods who knew my innocence, to my juſtification, and refle&ing upen whatſoever 1 
had done with Cleonimes that was molt criminal,l could nor forbear acculing 7 hen 
der of injuſtice and inhumanity, Then it was that with a great deal of grict I ſaw my 
ſelf reduced to a neceſſity of _ the innocent and generous C lermimus ; and [ 
confeſs to you Ladies, that I could not diſpoſe my mind to it withour much vio!ence. 
I loved him fince I muſt own it,and lince | have loudly declared ir I loved him mv e 
then all the perſons of the world except - husband,but the continuatiun ut my d*(= 
courſe will juſtifie my affe&ion, and make you ſee that it yielded (a5 it was fit it 
ſhould) to another that was more legitimate;Alas! ſcarce had I taken this reſolution, 
when I ſaw him come into my chamber; That tight cauſed a beating at my hearc,ard 
fetch'd tears from mine eyes, knowing his friendſhip to me was ſach, that he c:ui'd 
not without trouble hear the news I had to tell him. The condition he found me 
in grieved him very much, and though of late days he began to be accuſtomed to ir, 
he asked me what I ailed, and being ſet down by me, -he from my tilence drew an 
omen that was ill enough. 1 kept it till a great while,and felt ſo much conſtraint in 
the ation I was to do,that I knew not how I ſhould be able todiſcharge ir. in the erd 
I took courage, and forcing my ſorrow,” leon:ms (ſaid I) hitherto my miſcries have 
but little toych'd me,but now they have changed their nature;and I may fay hey are 
come to the laſt extremities, ſince they reduce me to the moſt cruel of all necefhtie* 
It is time (dear Cleonimns) to put you in mind of our bargain, I obſerved ic regularly 
while our friendſhip gave ſuſpition only tv A/tiages and. Bagi/tanes , I have ſeen you 
with as much joy and fatisfadtion, as it was lawful for me to have, bur now,---guels 
thereſt (continued 1) O ! Cleonimas, and ſpare me the pains of telling you what 
you may eaſily conjeRure,Clecnimus who changed color at theſe words,nor ſuffering 
me to proceed; | underſtand you coulin(ſaid heYTheander himſelf is become jealous, 
He is ſo but too much (replyed 1) and 'tis from his own mouth [ have received that 
declaration.”Tis ſufficient dear couſin (added Clemimus,'ifting up his eyes to heaven 
"ris ſufficient,and | know well enough what I am obliged tozir is a misfortune whic 

I already have both apprehended and begun to prepare my lelf for of late. I will free 
my dear Theander of the occaſion of his diſccncents, ' and by mv abſence will reftore 
him a repoſe, which ſhall ever be dearer to me ther-my own. To fay the truth,l be- 
gan already to think my (elf faulty toward him, and I innocently gave him offence, 
which cauſed in me a real remorſe ; although my affe&ion ro you never bred any 
defires in me to his prejudice, I feel nevertheleſs that it is too ftrong for one that net- 
ther is,nor can be your husband, and by a long converſation perchance it might be- 
come ſo powerful,as to give him true cauſes to condemn it, Inever declared ſo much 
to you before ; and though this confeſſion be innocent enough, I would not make it 
to you if - were not upon the point of repairing that fault, by an exile ſufficiently 
rigorous to a perſon that has thoughts like mine. 1 leave you my dear coufin,and if I 
cannot (ay I leave you without grief, will at lcaſt proteſt truly to you, that in my ſor- 
row the conſideration of the joy 1 reſtore you, will bring me. an exceeding great 
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mortow,in the morning I will go out of theſe walls, and will bid them farewel, per. 
haps eternally. In the mean time, O my dear Couſin, it without oftending Theans 
der,1 may beg ſome part in your memory,remember,that though Cleonimus loved you 
with a moſt pure affe&ion, he loved you yet more then himſelf, and that neither 
th of time, nor diftance of place, which ſhall ſeparate us, can ever be able ro 
cure him of his thoughts for you. Although Cleommus brought forth theſe words 
with a great deal of conſtancy, I confeſs all mine vaniſhed ; and I was ſeized withſo 

violent a grief,that it made me forget part of my duty,and ſhed tears, which I vain 
endeavourcd toreftrain. After I had wiped them away, Cleonimxs (faid 1) I will for 
ever remember you,and youalſo may remember that Alcioze loved you as much,and 
rhaps more then ſhe could without offending her husband, and that if the gods 
had not engaged her toa husband worthy of her aff.&ions, ſhe would preter Cleoni. 
mus before a'l the Monarchs of the carth, and would bound all her felicities onlyin 
him. The trouble I was in, made me ſpeak theſe words, wherein there was ſomthing 
more then was fitting, and which without doubt I ſhould have had much ado to ger 
out, in another ſeaſon ; but I was more carried away, when | gave him the laſt fare- 
wel, and did a&ions which could not be excuſed but by a like encounter, nor repair- 
ed bur by thoſe which followed them,and which will wichout doubt make you par» 
don part of my faults, Cleonimns parted from me on this manner, and in that parting 
he appeared more lovely ro me then he had done in all the other actions of his lite, 
and indeed to (peak truly of it,this laſt had ſomthing in it extream obliging, and that 
perfe& refiznation wherewith he forſcok his country,and uſed perhaps ſome violence 
to his own inclinationto contribate to my repoſe, and to that of my dear hu-band, 
expreſſed a moſt real generoſity, and a moſt powerful confideration of me. He was 
ho ſooner gone but I went into my chamber, where joyning that grief to my former 
afflitions, I paſſed the reſt of the day in ſo woful a condition,that the obdurate The. 
ender himſelf, could not have ſeen it without being couch'd with compaſſion. I ſpent 
all that night in the ſaddeſt thoughts, which a misfortune like mine could poſſibly 
| ; and I do not deny, but that the departure of the innocent Cleonimus made 
ome part of my ſorrows,and thar his laſt words,and his laft ations came into my re- 
membrance with ſtrength enough ro work moſt ſenfibly upon me: but his conſfidera- 
tion vaniſhed before that of my reputation, and of my husbands conteytment z and 
I was ſo nearly touch'd with theſe two laſt, that I cook a firm reſolution to die, orto 
recover the affc&ion I had loſt,either by my mi-fortune,or by my imprudence, In this 
defien as ſoon as it was day, and that I was dreſ.?d, I went into unfortunate Thean- 
ders chamber, where a« I have told you, he had lien for ſome nivhes before, but the 
entrance whereof was not forbidden me, for all he was ſo much incenſed. As ſoon as 
I came in,l went cloſe to his bed,and having found him aſleep,] kneel'd down by the 
fde of it, where I conſidered him with inward motions, full of grief, and affe&ion, 
I had not patience to ſtay tillhe was awake, nor had I boldneſs enough to waken 
him, knowing well that in the terms I then ſtood with him, my former liberties were 
nor permitted me : I continued on. this manner till he awaked ; but he no ſooner 
opened his eyes when ſeeing me by him, he ſighed vehemently twice or thrice, and 
turned his kead the other way :. O gods ! (faid he) will you never let me reſt ? 1 
was prepared for ſich a welcom, and not being at all terrified by it frem my defign, 
No, cruel man, (anſwered I) I will never let you reſt, till you reſtore me him, you 
have unjuſtly taken from me. Tarn not away Theander, but if you have yet the leaſt 
remembrance of that affeFiun you once bore me, tell me by what faulc I have dcſer- 
ved your hatred. He wich whom you reproach me, and who without doubt hath 
diſturbed the tranquillity of your mind, ſhall give you no more diſquiets, nor no 
more ſuſpitions ; and ſhe who in your opinion is moſt criminal, will either ceaſe to 
be ſo if youpleaſe, or ceaſe to live, if you continue your late uſage to her. While 
ſpake theſe words,I did all I could:to make him turn toward me;but that. poor abu- 
ſed man, whoſe reaſon was half loft by the violence of his jealouſie, was not at all 
moved with them ; and pulling one of his hands away from me, which 1 had taken, 
Fear not,(faid he) fear nor any worſe uſage from my reſentment then what you hae 
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already received ; my grief may well ſend me to my grave, but it ſhall never make 
me injure her 1 have too dearly and too perfetly loved ; whatſoever i- fatal in my 
reſolutions ſhall be turned againſt my felf, and you may live with ſecurity, bur live 
without my friend{hip, which you have fo ungratefully diſdained. Theſe words ut = 
terly baniſhed from my ſoul, that ſmall defire of lite which yer remained in me,and 
belicvin, I ſhould pals the reſt of ir, only in corments that wou d make it a thouſand 
gmes worle then death, I reſolv'd to end in the light of rhat ingratefu] man, both 
toſarisfie his reſentment, and to blot out of his mind, by the laſt of my ations, 
thoſe jealouſies he ſo unjuſtly had conceived. In this detign, without conſultin 
further, laroſe from che place where ] was,and ſeeing a knite upon the table, I went 
thither,and taking it in my hand,while Theanaer having hi- face turned on the other 
fide, gave me ſufficient conveniency, I drew near the bed again, and throwing open 
the Curtain with an aQon that teſtified my detpair, Ingratetul man (id 1) hard- 
hearted, and perhaps dilloyal Theander, turn thy eye* upon her, whom thou accuſeſt 
of falſhood, and thou ſhalt ſee the ſatistaftion the will give thee for that infidelity 
wherewith thou reproacheſt her: if I have betray'd thee,it is juſt I ſhould periſh ; be. 
tween my innocence and my crime I know no mean, nor will I make uſe of that 

oodneſs which makes thee ſpare her whom thou haſt too dearly but not too per= 
te&ly loved. Thou dareſt not give me that death thou delireſt I ſhould have,but 1 can 
tell how to find it fince thou wiſheſt it ; yet know Theander, that thou art the moſt 
cruel and moſt ingrateful of all men living,that by thy ingratirude, and thy inhuma- 
nity,thou baſt made thy ſelf unworthy of the moſt pure and moſt real atf:&ion that 
ever was, and that by thy unjuſt ſuſpicions thou loſeſt both the beſt friend and the 
moſt loyal wife in the whole world 1 dye to gain thy belief of this proteſtation, or 
rather 1 die to pleaſe thee, fince death is the only expiation thou canſt demand for 
the crimes thou ſuſpeReſt me of, 

Although Theander was moſt obdurate,he could not hear theſe laſt woads without 
being moved, the fear they put him in made him turn toward me, and fit up in h's 
bed ; but though he ſaw me lift up my arm, and that with a great cry,he leavt into 
the floor to ſave me,he got not to me ſo ſoon, but that I had already ſtab'd the knife 
into my breaſt wich all my ſtrength I tell down preſently all bloody,& the ſorrowtul 
Theander who had not bin able to prevent my fall,caft himſelf down by me,& joyn«. 
ing his face to mine, he by his cryes and ations of deſpair, made me know ,os weak - 
and fainting as I was,that my loſs gave him thoughts very different from his laſt ex- 
preflion. After baving ſpoken ſome words full of raye, he drew the kr.ite our of my 
wound, and railing his voice that I mizht hear him; Deareſt Aicion: (cried he) thou 
haſt been but too faithful ro thy barbarous ingratetul husband, I eſtcem thee as in- 
nocent, as thy murtherer is guilty, and my laſt affliftion is, that I can g've thee no- 
thing for thy life, but that of thy Executioner, As he made an end of theſe words he 
lift up hisarm, and though his cryes had a!ready calPd ſome of hi- ſervants into the 
Chamber, that encounter amazed them ſo, that they had neither wit enouph to di- 
vert his reſolution,nor readineſs enough to hinder him trom-ſtriking the fatal knife, 
yet dycd and warm with my blood,up to the very hate in his own body, 

Here Alcione's Narration was interrupted by a flood of tears which ran from her 
eyes at that ſad remembrance ,and which cauſed ſuch a tenderneſs in the two Princeſ. 
ſes, that their compaſſion forced them to keep her company in that mournful exer- 
Ciſe. After they hadfa little ſetled themſelves, and that Thal«iiris by fome words of 
conſolation had endeavored to abateAlcione's forrows, ſhe at her entreaty wiped her 
eyes, and went on thus with her diſcourſe. | 

My poor Theander fell down by me, and his laſt care was to teſtifie to me by his 
embraces, that he believed me innocent, and worthy of his aff:&ion. Although I 
was exceedingly weakned, IT had not-loftmy underſtanding, but having enouyh ro 
diſcern that a&ion, I felt redoublings of my grief more cruel then that death,which I 
thought my ſelf very near. I uſed all the ftrength I had to fit up, and looking upon 
my poor husband whoſe blood mingled it ſelf with mine, and who by his laſt en- 


dearments ſtrove to expreſs his laſt thoughts to me, 1 opened my mouth though 1 = 
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half dead,and forced out theſe words with a great deal of pain.Theane (faid dear 
cruel Theander,was not my death painful enough,wicthout your making it a thouſand 
times more ſenfible,by being guilty of yours? My pale weak husband, looking upon 
me with dying eyes, and endeavouring to preſs me between his arms with the little 
ſtrength he had remaining ; Dear Alcione (faid he) it was not juſt that the inno= 
cent ſhould die, and that the guilty ſhould continue in the world. Ah, (replied 1 
with a tone like his) I am no longer innocent, fince I am guilty of your death. We 
ſhould have endeavored to ſay more,if Theanders ſervants and my women, who were 
all come about us,and in whom this accident had imprinted the true image of death, 
had not taken us wp,$& laid us both upon Theanders bed:We were all bath*d in blood, 
and while ſome of them were bukic in ſtanching it,the reſt ran to fetch Chirurgiane, 
They came withina while after, and my F ather and Mother came almoſt as ſoon as 
they. At this woful ſpeftacle they ſent forth cries, which redoubled the deſolation of 
the houſe;they wept over me in a terrible fright, and brought forth words full of di- 
ſtraion and deſpair. After had let the firſt brunt of their ſorrow paſs over,x ut:ing 
them back with a feeble hand, Leave me(faid I ſoftly)'tis I that have kill'd Thr ander, 
Theander turning at theſe words, Grieve on Polemon (cried he), *tis I that am the 
murtherer of 4lcione, At this the general wailing redoubled, and preſently after the 
Chirurgians having enjoyn'd us filence, dehred to ſee our wounds, Think only up- 
on Theander”s (ſaid 1) it you would have me recover. Save 4/cione (cried Theander) 
and let me die. They may fave both perchance (aid Po/emr)but,for gods ſake,and 
for the affe&ion you bear to one anether, ſufter them ro endeavor it. We conſented 
to my Fathers entreaties,and the Chirurgians having ſearch'd our wounds,could not 
make any certain judgment of the ſucceſs of them;but,as I have heard fince,they had 
much more hope of me,then-of my husband;who having ſtruck the knife almoſt upon 
his naked fleſh, and with a greater force then I, had made a deeper wound, and ina 
more dangerous place. When they had drefſed us both, they would have parted us, 
but Theander never would conſent to it, and I oppoſed it with an obſtinacy as great 
as his.I know that I muſt die(faid Theander tothem)aud thourh you flatter,me,l feel 
well enough in what condition Iam;ſuffer me therefore to paſs the ſmall remrant of 
my life with A!cione,and envy not my laſt moments this laſt conſolation. After he had 
obtained thisof them, he turn'd toward me, and though he was forbidden to ſpeak, 
he ask'd me pardon for : his late uſage of me, in terms able to have cleft the moſt 
favage hearts with pity. Ah,Theander(faid I interrupting him) you have too fatally 
repaired it ; but tis the loſs of that bloodwh'ch was ſo dear to me, and perchance of 
that life which was ever mine,that I cannot pardon you, I wou'd it pleaſed the gods 
(added Theander) that I had a thouſand others to loſe,and that by lofing them a'to= 
gether | could ſecure thine ; *tis I that tear it from thee, I who lived only by it, and 
 whowith the price of my own, ought to have defended thee againſt my unjuſt ſuſ- 
piciors, Theander (anfwered I) I know not what was the cauſe of them, but I beſeech 
you let me know ir, that I may endeavour to juſtifie my {elf,if you would have meto 
die ſatisfied. You are but too much juſtified (replied Theander)both by the firſt,and 
by this laſt proof of your virtue, and your blood does but roo much ſpeak your inno- 
cence, to him that moſt wrongfully ſuſpeted it ; yet to juftifie my (elf of part of my 
cruelties,and to obey your will I will tell what you defire to know of me. At theſe 
words,though he ſpake with pain, and though he was put in mind that he did him- 
ſelf hurt by talking long, he told me his encounter that fatal night, when he ſaw 
one of my maids carrying a letter from me to Cleonimws ; and then added other 
marks that Aſtiages had given him of our intelligence, which after that laſt adventure 
had made ſome impreſfion in his mind. Although I was exceedingly moved at this 
diſcourſe, I hearkn'd it to the end, and when he had left ſpeaking, You had reaſon 
to hate me (aid 1) after ſo great appearances of my infidelity, but to let you ſee we 
have been betrayed, command the wench to be called hither, I had ſcarcely faid fo 
when ſhe came in of her ſelf, As wicked as ſhe was, her wickedneſs went not fo 
far as todefire our death,and though ſhe had ſerved Aftiages in his perfidious inten- 
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fatal cffcAs. Whatever it were,ſhe was then touched with fo great a repentance; that 
in ſtead of flying, as ſhe eahly might have done, ſhe fell down upon her knees at the 
beds feet, melting into, tears, tearing her hair, and doing all the a&tions of a deſperate 
perſon. Make me be pur to death, Madam; (crixd ſhe) and I ſhall be too gently 
puniſhed, it 1 ſufter bur one death in the ſharpett torments that ever were invented, 1 
have baſcly betray'd you,Madam, the promiles and threats of Aſftiayes and Bagiſtanes, 
ſeduced me to the prejudice of my duty. Aſtiages inftrufted me in this laſt adven- 
cure, Which hath cauſed all your misfortunes. I did nothing in all that ation, but 
what he dire&ted me word for word, and while | ſpake unto his brother, he ſtood 
conceal'd within the Porch,to keep him from hurting me,as I ought to have feared he 
would in his anger. The wench ſaid many other things, to which I lent no attention, 
and while the called to be put to death, and that by all her aftions ſhe expreſſed a 
hearty repentance, I turned toward Theander,who lifting up his eyes to heaven teſti- 
fied his altoniſh ment by his falence : Well now, Theander (faid I) have you any thing 
more to dehire for my jultification ? | would have defired(anſwer'd he)that inſtead of 
curning the knife againſt your ſelt,you ſhould have ſtab'd it into the heart of this cre 
dulous ingratcful man,'tis the only fault you have committed,and the only one which 
I ought never to pardon you. He made a ſtop at theſe words, and ofa ſudden lifting 
up his hands, O god! (purſued he) fince you ſuffer me to die without puniſſting 
Aſtiages for his perfidioutneſs, Willnot you take that care for me, and will you 
not revenge upon him and Bagi/tares,this blood which they have ſotreacherouſly and 
ſo inbumanely ſhed ? Then after he had held his peace awhile; And Cleontmas (faid 
he) the innocent Cleonimws,what is become of him ? He is gone (anſwered I) after he 
once knew that you ſuſpefed him, and to free you for ever from that occafſion,l have 
given him an cternal farewel. What (replied Thender) ſhall I die then without ſee- 
ing Cleonimws, and (hall I die juſtly hated of Clesnimas 2 This thought touch'd him (o 
deeply, that it fetched tears from his eyes in great abundance, and he would yer have 
continued todiſcourſe longer, but my Father and Mother, and many of his neareſt 
friends and mine, who were already come into our Chamber, did ſo intreat him and 
me alſo, that to ſatishe them we gave our ſe]ves to reſt,and to that filence they deſired 
of us; for the remainder of the day. My mother kept ſtill cloſe by us, tomake us ob- 
ſerve it ; & the mutual aflurance we had of each cthers affe&ion and innocence,having 
baniſhed part of our deſpair, perſwaded us the more ealily to that compliance. Aſtia- 
ges was gone from Babylon a day or two before,and Bagiſtanes though he heard of our 
misfortune, durſt not prefent himſelt before us. The maid that had beenthe cauſe of 
all our ſorrows was turned away,and though many judged it fit the ſhould be punith- 
ed, I praycd them to pardon her, and to content themſelves with putting her from 
us, without other puniſhment then the remorſe of a guilty conſcience Our filence and 
repoſe that day was interrupted only by the diſquiets we had reciprocally for one ano- 
ther, and by our often enquires how each other did. They watched by usall nizhe 
with a great deal] of care,but before it was day, Theander had loſt the better part of his 
ſtrength. When it was time to dreſs our wounds, he would needs have the Chirur- 
' gians begin wich me, and after they had looked upon mine, they liked it ſo well,that 
they could not forbear ſaying to him, Chear up, Sir, Alc;one ſhall not die. She will 
not die (ſaid I interrupting them) if you affore her of Theander*s life, bur if that be in 
danger, you can be but uncertain of mine. You ſhall notdie, my dear Alcione (ſaid 
Theander with a j.y which appeared in his face as pale and dying as he was) no, you 
ſhall nor die,and the gods were too juſt,to make you ſuffer the puniſhment o: my 
crime. In the mean time they viſited his wound, but at the fight of it the byſtanders 
obſerved ſuch an alteration in the Chirurgians countenances,that they drew a very ill 
prelage from thence. Polemon,my mother, and others of our kindred who ſtirred not 
from us,could not difſemble their trouble,though,not to cauſe a fear in us,they did all 
they could roflibly ro keep ic from breaking forth,&Theander,who p rceived ſomthing 
of it,and who felt how he was himſelf,appeared the leait moved and prepared himſelf 
couravioufly for death, his wound was newly dreſſed, when (having his underitand- 
ing yet very perfe&ly) he ſaw among thoſe that were in the Chamber,a man - = 
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longed to Cleomimus ; he preſently called him, and embracing him kindly for his ma« 
ſters fake, What (faid he.) ſhall Inot ſee Cleomimws then before I die? The man not 
being able to with-hold tears at that doletul fight ; Sir, (faid he) Cleonins is gone 
out of this Country; but at his departure he left me a Letter for you, which may per. 
chance tell you news of him. Theander putting forth his hand received the Letter , 
and becauſe he was in no condition to read it, Polemon, who was by his bed-fide, 
eaſed of him thar pains, and having opened it at his entreaty, read words much to 
this purpoſe, 


Cleonimus to Theander. 


Would it hath pleaſed the gods, O my dear Theander, that I bad followed the firſt 
| tr I had to abſent my ſelf from you, whilc I was yet innocent in your opinion , 1 
ſhould then bave only felt my own misfortune in my departure, and I ſhould have yone 
from you with this conſolation, that I had ſtill left that repoſe in your mind, and in your 
Family, which Inow unhappily have diſturbed, I know not which way-T may perſwade 
you of my innocence, and if by your own inclinations you make not ſome judgment of mine, 
I ſhall vainly ſeek to juſtifie my ſelf by oaths and proteſtations, It is true nevertheleſs, that 
I bave loved my dear ( onfin as mach as my ſelf, and perchance I ſhould ſay ſometbing more 
if I ſaid T loved ber as much you, but, O Theander! I never made that affettion a 
ſecret to you, and to what degree ſoever it reached, I never diſguiſed its nature, nor its 
greatneſs from you, and both your ſelf and honour (which I conſidered alone as mnch as I 
did you) were too dear to me to ſuffer my ſoul to give way to aay thoughts that conld if. 
fend either, Tet I neither complain of your ſuſpitions, nor of my baniſhment z and I con« 
feſs, that though my intentions were innocent, my atitons were imprudent, I will endure 
the puniſhment of them without murmaring, O my dear Theander, provided you ceaſe to 
hate me,and that you do me the favour to believe, I neither in the courſe of your friendſhip 
z0 me, bave betrayed you; nor in the loſs of it, have diminiſhed any thing of my deſire to be 
alwayes faithfully yours. 


If Theander's danger had not put all other thoughts out of my mind, I ſhould have 
been very ſenſible at the reading of this Letter ; but Theander wa®ſo deeply touched 
with ic,that after having figh'd and ſob'd many times, he took the Letter,and kiſſing 
it with an ardor that cannot be expreſſed ; O Cleonimw, (faid he )if I were not dy- 
ing for the expiation of my crime, what pardon could I ever hope for ? I am unwor 
thy of thy friendſhip, and I have made my ſelf unworthy of thy remembrance; but 
finc- the gods permit me not other iſe to repair the offence 1 have done thee, receive 
this blood, and receive this life which I bequeath to thy jult reſentment. He brought 
forth theſe words with ſuch a tenderneſs as made the whole company weep,& a while 
after training himſelf ro turn toward me, Dear Alcione (faid he) I feel my laſt 
hour drawing on, and for all the reſolution. I hitherto have ſhewn, I muſt confeſs 
that the knowledge of thy real affe&ion, makes me lament our ſeparation ; the ſame 
knowledge likewiſe makes me hope that chou wilt remember my laſt requeſts, that af- 
ter my death thou wilt preſerve a care to oblige me; The firſt thing I detire of thee,is, 
Thar thou wouldſt live for my ſake, and that thou wouldſt never attempt any thing 
againſt a life which by thine own confeſlion i« wholly mine, and whereofI refign the 
diſpoſing only to the gods ; The Jaſt i:, That if the gods reſtore thee Cleonimws, thou 
wouldſt give him all the affeCtion thon heareſt Theander, and receive him by the ſame 
ways that brought me to a place he is more worthy to pofle(s then I, Theander 
would have gone on, & I was preparing my felt roanſwer him in terms which would 
have let him know how little difpolition I had to obey him, when he fell into a 
fainting, which made thoſe that were preſent believe that his ſoul was going ro forſake 
his body. I keep you too long, Ladies, in this tedious doleful Narration,I muſt there- 
fore ſhorten ir, and to bring it to an end in a few words, will only tell you,that theſe 
wer* the laſt words my roor-Theander ſpoke with any ſenſe, & that coming out of his 
fwound, he loft his underſtanding, and that (fince it ſo pleaſed the gods)the mou 
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that day was the end of my dear husbands life. Alas! my dear Theander (continued 
the deſolare Alciowe, burſting forth into tears) my moſt loved and my moſt Jovely huſ 
band, thou breathed out thy ſoul in mine arms, and ſhe that killed thee, ' remained 
alive after thee, neicher was that fatal deplorable ſpeRacle, nor the remembrance of 
what I had contributed to thy death, nor rhe loſs of my bloud, nor that of my hopes, 
able to draw my ſoul along with thine, thou remainedf cold and pale by ny (ide,and 
that mortal Ice which froze thy whole body ſtiff, could not drive out of- mine thae 
kettle warmth which was left in it. *T'was in vain I called thee to comfort me,and that 
fixing my mouth upon thy dead lips, I endeavored to keep thy ſpirits in'them, or to 
breath out mine own, through thine ; thou wert deaf to my cries, and inſehlible of 
my kifſes; and the gods as well as thou, were pleaſed I ſhould ftill continue in the 
world, to make thee a living tomb in this heart of mine, where thou haſt choſen ari 
eternal abode. In this place it is, O great and illuſtrious Princefles ! that I muſt beg of 
you if you pleaſe, to give a free courſe unto my tears, and that you would permit 
me to ſolemnize a remembrance, which years cannot hinder from being always pre- 
ſent to my mind: *Tis only by them, and by the marks which grief hath lefe in 
my face, that will endeavour to make you comprehend what an one it was, at that 
time when it was ſo much freſher, nor will repent what ic made me ſay, {ance that 
recital would be tedious to you, and put me to a pain wherein your goodne(* with 
out doubt would make you ſuffer with me. I did all the ations of a deſpairing per« 
ſon, and when coming, to my ſelf again out of a ſwound of many hours, I miffed 
the body of my dear Thearder, I gave my felf over toa paſhon, that came little ſhore 
of rage, which made my friends believe a good while that I had loſt my reafon, 1 
wrycd a thouſand times to tear cft what they had put upon my wound, but my father 
and mother held my hands, and difſembling their own grief ro hinder the effe&s of 
mine, they proteſted tome that my deſpair would ſend them to their graves, and 
whenl told them I was my husbands murthereſs, they affured me [ ſhould alſo be 
theirs if I perſifted in my x ans ſorrow, and that by it I ſhould not only cauſe my 
own death, but alſo that of my neareſt friends, Although I was bur lirtle in caracity 
to relliſh their perſwaſtons, thefe laſt wrought ſomthing upon me, and *ris nor to 
excuſe my faint-heartedneſs, that I fay their conſideration alone, kept me from do- 
ing all that I could, and all that I ought, to die : in ſhort, wherher it were by that 
reaſon, or by my cowardize I liv'd, and gave way that my cure ſhould be endeavored, 
They paid Theanders funeral Rites, in the performance whereof a good part of the 
Court aſſiſted, and Prince Oro9nd4ates honored them with his prefence. Thar roor man 
whotruly had very lovely qualities in him, were generally-lamenred of all thoſe that 
knew him, and the news of this woful adventure being quickly ſpread abroad, moved 
pity in all virtuous perſons. The rumor of the ſhare Bagi/tanes had inic was a 
little ſmothered in Babylon by his authority, but Aftiages whoſe wickeIneſs was 
loudly publiſhed, becauſe ſo defamed, that he had not the confidence tocome back as 
gain thicher,& hath never appear'd there fince,at leaſt that we could hear, In the mean 
time,fince I muſt avow it to my confuſion, I was cured by the troubleſome care of Po« 
lemn, and as ſoon as 1 was fit to go abroad, I left that unforwnate houſe, whereI no 
more could fee what I had. loved fo well, and withour grief, forſaking all the pre» 
tenſions I might have had upon my husbands eftate,-I retired ro my fathers, It was 
about the time that the King departed from Babylon to march againſt Alexander, with 
whom a few days after he fought that bloody battel of Arbells, where he loſt the 
remnant of his Forces, and his Empire with them ; within a very ſhort time we had 
the Conqueror at our gates, and Mazexs having ſubmitted the Country to his obe- 
dience, cowardly Bagiſtanes who might either bave made a long refiſtance in the 
Cittade], or have-buried himſelf in the honourable ruines of it, followed a ſhameful 
example, and contrary to the counſel of Polemon, and of many other loyal perſons, in 
whoſe hearts, fidelity was not quite extinguiſhed, he ſer open the gates, delivered up 
the Citadel with fifty thouſand talents, and under-went the yoke of the Macedonians. 
As ſoon as Alexander was in the Town, Bazi(tanes who bore a mortal hatred to my 


Father by reaſon of the hinderances he thought he had received from him, in the 
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fooliſh paſſion he had y accuſed him to Alexander of having gone abour to ſtir 
up the people, and to make & fation againſt him, and by his praftiſes he wroughx 
G far with the'King, that Polemon was declared criminal, his eſtate given to Bagi. 
anes and his other accuſers,and he was commanded to be gone from Babylin, He bore 
this blow-of Fortune with a great deal of moderation, but preſently after he received 
another afſault from her, which utterly deje&ted him, and that was the certain news 
that the two brothers I had in Darixs his Army were kill'd in che late battel, with 
many thouſand gallant men, who would not ſuryive the ruine of their King, My poor 
father was like to have dyed with this laſt afflition, and abſolutely loſt all thought of 
taking any more pleaſure in the lives of perſons of his quality, whereupon he re. 
ſolved to abandon it for ever ; and gathering together the doleful Relique* of his 
Family, 'he forſook Babylon, and retired to this houſe which had been left him, be- 
cauſe it belonged ro my mother, whoſe goods were not confiſcate, our enemies not ha- 
ving been able ro find any pretence to accuſe her. Bagi/tanes allo obtained Theanler's 
fortune for- himſelf, or for Aſtiages if he ſhould return : but within a while afer 
being deprived of his command by Alexander, who put Agathas in his place, and re. 
ceiving an order from the King to make his appearance before him, he dycd of grief 
and age, and left-a report amoneſt all that knew him,which will make his memory be 
deteſted for ever. For our own parts we-were no ſooner in this retirement, but we 
off our habit with our ambition, and framing our ſelves to a manner of life very 
different from our former, we began to taſte ſome ſweetneſs and delight, whereof 
our minds were.not capable before the ruine of our family. My Mother hath yet as 
much as is- neceſſary for us to live quietly,- and conformably to the condition in 
which we have ranked our ſelves ; and we daily find reaſon to confels, that we enjoy 
a conſolation in this ſolitarine, which we could never have hoped for in another 
eſtate. Not that my ſorrows are lull'd aflzep in the ſpace of four years, which are run 
out fince'we retired hither, rhe image of my dear Theander is ever preſent to my me- 
mory, and whether I] walk upon the banks of the river, or vifit the remoteſt places of 
our wood, or bound my ſteps within the allies of our Garden, that lovely Idea comes 
inceſſantly into my memory, and affords me an entertainment, from which 1 neither 
can nor ever will ſeparate my ſelf. Yet will Iconfels, Ladies, and doubtleſs with 
ſome kind of ſhame, rhat with theſe lawful thoughts, the remembrance of Cleoni- 
mus mixeth ir felf for ſome moments, and that ſome ſpirit envious of this ſhadow of 
repoſe,brings all that was moſt lovely in him,and the laſt words of Theander now and 
then into my m:mory. I alſo call to mind his innocent friendſhip, what he did, 
and what he ſuff:red for my ſake, and that exa&t obedience which made him abſent 
kimſelf from-me for ever ; all theſe refleftions trouble me ſcmtimes very much, bur 
I baniſh them by the fatal remembrance of thoſe ſad cffefts of our friendfhip, and by 
a belicf that I onght no longer to ſuffer him in my memory, who for all his innocence 
was yet the ſubjet of that treachery, whereby thoſe wicked wretches deprived me of 
my husband, and moreover having paſſed ſo many years without ſeeing him again, 
or hearing any news of him, | am uncertain whether can have an atte&ion for him of 


any other nature then that I ow unto Theander, or any other thoughts then thoſe we 


have for perſons that are no longer in the world, Behold, great Princeſſes, the preſent 
eſtate of my ſoul, and that of my fortune, which how deplorable ſoever it be, is yet 
glorious, fince it hath wrought compaſſion in you, and given me an occaſion to obey 
the command you were pleaſed to lay upon me to recount it, 

The fair and ſorrowful 4lcione ended her ſtory on this manner, and the two Prin- 
ceſſes, who had lent her a marvellous attention, began to comfort her with expreſſions 
ofa real cſteem,and of a real affefion:ſhe found ſome conſolation in their kindnefler, 
and in their diſcourſe ; and Berenice having told her that the next day ſhe would give 
her ſome news of Aſt :ges,and let her know his laſt wickednefſes in the relation of her 
life, at which ſhe meant to have her preſent, Alcione ſeeing it was very late, bade them 
good night, and retiring into her Chamber, left them in theirs, where they went to 
bed together, as they had done before, 


The end of the ſixth Book , and of the ſecond Part of Caſſandra, 
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Speak to you, my dear Caſlandra, after the example which 
one of the ſublimeſt wits of our latter ages hath grven me 
of a like converſation; and by the rrobt [ hallenge in 
this ſecond life you owe to me, I take the liberty to' enter- 
tain you familiarly. You are now leſs baſbful then you were, 
when Caliſta's commands, made you hazard your firſt coming 
abroad, and the civility you have found among ſt the French, 


makes you hope for the ſame reception in this third, you nia 


from them in your two former wiſuts. It s true, (if I may ſay 
fo without intereſſt ng your modeſty ) they have found ſom- 
thing lovely in you, and they have favourably judg'd, that 
confidering you were bred up in your earlier years , a great 
' way from their Court , you have learnd to ſpeak their lan- 
gnage paſſably, and to recount your adventures tolerably well, 
Yes, my dear Caflandra, there are many among ſt them that 
expe} you, and Caliſta her ſelf whoſe will is to us a Law, 
hath a deſire to ſee you again , aud calls upon me for your 
return by all the power ſhe bath over me. Let us obey her, my 
fair Princeſs, and preſent your ſelf before her, ſince ſhe has ab- 
ſolutely commanded it ; ſhe will receive you with that . generous 
goodneſs, which, together with her other divine qualities, wins 
her the adoration of the whole world, and gains me as many Ki- 
vals, as there are perſons, whoſe thoughts are capable of a noble 
elevation: She will behold you with thoſe eyes which enflame all, 
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The Epiſtle. 
except your ſelf ; end you ſhall have this advantage above us, to 
look, upon them, if not without davzling and envy,at leaſt withour 
fear of being wonnded incurably as we are. - Appear before ber 
then with confidence ; but that you may do ſo, forget none of your 
ornaments ; and ſince the ambition of pleaſing Caliſta may excuſe 
all, ſeek that in Art which Nature may have refuſed you. Strive 
20 ſweeten to her whafſoever may be more fiette amtd rouhyþ ; in this 
third wiſit, let her Jee you are wot the leſs fpciable for being the 
more warlikg ; and tell ber you will not tie your ſelf ſo rigorouſly 
20 the blows which are given, and tothe bloud which is ſhed for 
your intereſts ; but that you will endeavour to entertain her with 
ſome Sore paſſuonate and more delightful adventures. Take care © 
alſo, if you pleaſe, to excuſe meto her ; antlif ſhe think it ſtrange, 
that having kept my ſelf hitherto enough within probability, 1 
the a little liberty in the deſcription of ſome particular aSions,; 
and thet in ſtead of following the. manner of writing uſed by 
Plutarch, Quintus Curtius, Juſtin, and other Authors, from 
whom I bawe trawn the foundations of your Hiſtory, I make my 
Heroes march unto the fight, in a way ſomthing nearer to that 
of Homer, Virgil, Taſlo, andother Writers of that nature, who 
have beautified the truth with ſome ornaments , rather more 
pleaſeng, ther confined to a ſtrict and regular likelihood ; ſay for 
my defence, that having for your quarrel aſſembled ſs many 
great men famous in Antiquity, and renowned amongſt all the 
Authors that have written the Hiſtory of their age,l,in favour of 
them, have exempted my ſelf from that ſeverity, and believdthat 
in taking a diverſion by that kind of recital, I might repreſent ſome 
particulars of that valiant Dame, who hath made them known t0 
the whole earth. Moreover,our Narration is much more fixt upon 
the eſpecial ations of our Heroes, then upon thoſe of whole 
Nations; and we much rather ſeek the reputation of Oroondates - 
and Arſaces, then that of the Medes, Perſians, and Macedoni- 
ans in general, but yet without making them remarkable by im- 
ſſeble ations, or extravagant inventions. Toy will find many 
other occaſions to ſpeak in my juſtiſtcation; but I leave the care of 
it to you my dear Caſlandra, and I leave you your ſelf in Cal- 
ſta's arms, ſince other imploynronts oblige me to part from you. 1 
cannot give you a more glorious nor a more ſafe retreat, whileI 


go 
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go to ſee that upon the ground, which for you T have repreſented 
upon paper 3 but in this ſanSuary to which I recommend you, 
fair Princeſs, repay me part of what I have done for you ; and 
fince that in going from you, I abſent my ſelf alſo from Ca- 
liſta, endeavour to preſerve me in her memory, as I have reftored 
you into that of men, among$t whom two thouſand years had al- 
ready made you to be forgotten. In requital, I promiſe you, my dear 
Caſſandra, that neither the difference of exerciſes, nor toil, nor 
danger, ſhall binder me from thinking of you; and that if it pleaſe 
the heavens I eſcape both, T will not come back to Caliſta again, 
without bringing her ſome marks of my remembrance of you. I by 
the preſence of objects ſhall formthe Idea which 3s neceſſary to 
me for the concluſion of your Hiſtory, and will draw the ſiege of 
Babylon by the frege of Graveline. This ſlip of my pen is per- 
chance againſt modeſty, but it 3s to be pardoned in my Nation, and 
in the deſire I hawe by declaring my trade,to find excuſe for many 
faults, which perhaps would not be pardonable in a Door, nor 
ina man of another profeſſeon. 
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2:9H- Princeſs Ber-nice, and the fair Qneen of the Amazones having 
iverra rart of the nizht to the relation of the ſorrowful Alcione, 
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rati d the laſt hcurs thereof, and the firſt of the day following, 
in a rcatunab'e guier fIcep. Berenice, whoſe thoughts though more 
tender, and waoie cares rticugh lefs violent, then thoſe of Thale- 
#144, had yera freiher cauſe ; awaken'd fi: ſt, and cpening the cur. 
tain of her bed, ſhe ſaw Alcione in the chamber, who w'th Hippolita waited till 
the Princeſſes were awake that ſhe might give thrm the good morrow; The coun« 
tenance, and humor of that woman, having begor a great deal of good will in 
her, moved her allo to ſome dclire of intereſling her in her fortune, and of putting 
her into the place of thoſe perſons, whom ſhe had Joſt, and tro whom alone ſhe 
had formerly truſted her molt fecrer, and moſt important thourhrs A+ ſoon as ſhe 
aw her, ſh: cal ed her to her bed-(i-le, and bean toteftifie hzr attz&ion to her by 
words ful! of ſweerne(s, and by kind effes which carried a charm alons w'th them, 
againſt which it was im-0.Þ1 »I« for even the moſt ſavage hearts to defend themſelves, 
Tb: vaxen'd while they were talking, and Berenice finding ſhe could be con- 
tent to f1-epa lirtle lonzer, would not diſturb her, but gertin? her ſelf ready by the 
hel; of Alcrone and H ppol:ra, (he went our of the chamber wich them. Her firſt care 
wat tocall for Araxes, to erquire after the health of the Prince her Brother, and ha- 
vinz heard by him, that he had pafſed the night indifferent well, and that he was 
nor yet awake, ſhe would not interrupt his rett, but going down the ſtairs with thoſe 
two women, ſhe let them 'ead her into the wood, and trom thence to the river fide to 
take her morning walk. There ſh2 a:k*d Heppolita divers queſtions, concerning her 
Miſtrefſ* adverrures and jearn'd whatſoever the Q 'cen had forgotten in her relation, 
There likewiſe ſhe confirm'd the farit affurances ot her freindſhip to Alciome,and gain- 
ed her abſolutely,both by the advantage of her offers, & by the incvitabl allurements 
which were naturally in the leaſt of her ations. They were in this entertainment, 
when they ſaw a litter come our of the wood. conveyed by certain men on horſe-back, 
which keepin? the great high-way toward the Ciry, were of neceſlity topaſs cloſe 
by them. Berenice*s preſent condicion making her apprehend all manner of encoun- 
ters, ſh: was already turning her back, when the other two, who had more curi-ity, 
re-afſured her,and alledging thar thoſe perſons went in an equipage,which ſhewed no 
evil intention. they pe-{waded her co ſtay till they were gone by, having only rut 
down a vail, which without hindering her from che ſighc of any objcR,ſerv'd _ 
en 
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364 CASSANDRA. Part III. 
fend her face a little from the eyes of thoſe paſſengers ; ſhe nevertheleſs retired under 
certain trees, fifteen or twenty paces from the road ; but,by reaſon the litter went ve. 
ſoftly, and that it was open on their de, that diftance hindered her not from 
ferving the perſon that was in it. *Twas a man ofſo good preſence , that the like- 
was hardly to be found, and though bis fickneſs, or his wounds had diminiſhed part 
of his freſher looks, and cauſed ſome alteration in his face, Berenice had the image of 
it too preſent in her memory to be miſtaken, She wasſo extreamly (urpriſed at that 
fight, that her colour going and coming twice or thrice in a momem, ſheſunk down 
upon Alcione, and remained almoſt without knowledg in her arms.She,and Hippolita 
ſceing her faint,turned up the vail which covercd her face, & there reading the marks 
of a powerful change, they asked her the'cauſe of it. Berenice was ſo troubled, thar 
fhe was ſome time in recovering her ſelf, and when ſhe was a little fetled, before ſhe 
anſwered them, ſhe caſt her eye upon the way the litter had taken, and ſeeing it was 
not yet far off, and that it went {lowly cnough to give her hopes of overtaking ir, ſhe 
turned toward them ; I muſt (faid ſhe) I muſt neceffarily fee the man again,who is in 
yonder litter, if you pleaſe to come along with me Alcione, you Hippolita may return 
unto your Miſtreſs ; 1 pray you tell the Prince my brother, chatchis encounter draws 
me from him a few moments, and thatI defire him not to be troubled at my dce- 
parture, for I will quickly return to him with ſo :00d news,as ſhall make him excuſe 
it. With theſe words,ſhe walked after the horſes, leaning upon Alc: me, who eftcem. 
ed herſelf moſt happy to ſerve, and accompany her. Hippolirz would have gone with 
them, but Berenice refuſed it in ſuch manner, that ſhe believing her ſelt ſuſpefted to 
her in that defign, preſſed it no further, but,to obey her, returned unto the houſe, 0- 
roondates and Thale(tris were awake when ſhe came in, but ſhe went to wait upon her 
Miſtreſs, before ſhe perform'd her commiſſion to the Prince. The Queen was in a 
great wonder at the recital of Berenice*s departure, who being already very dearto 
her, ſhe was exceedingly concerned in what might befall her by that encounter. She 
was no ſooner ready but ſhe carried the news of it her ſelf to Prince Orvon4ates, and 
making Hzppolita tell the particulars of that adventure again in his preſence, put him 
into a ſtrange aſtoniſhment, and into as ſtrange a perplexity ; This precipicate depar- 
ture of a fiſter whom he loved moſt tenderly,at a time when he was unable to follow 
her,and give her any affiſtance,afflifted him very ſenſibly; but he drew ſome conſola- 
tion from her words to Hippolizz, and hoped for ſomething at her return which might 
make him bear her abſence the more patiently. When he had mufed awhile upon the 
novelty of that encounter, and having vainly ſtudied to find out the truth ot it, he 
by the alteration of his countenance, and by a filence full of confuſion had expreſſed 
the diverſity of his thoughts ; at lait by litting up his eyes toward the Queen, 1 give 
over the care (ſaid he) to the immortal gods, of whatſoever from henceforth ſhall 
concern me ; and in the condition to which my own affairs are reduced, I ſhould be 
roo blame, ifI remitted the condu of Berenice to any other providence but theirs ; 
They wrought a miracle in her favour, when they ſent me to reſcue her, and neither 
their power nor their goodneſs, I truſt, will be ſhortned to her. Il go haften after her 
(replied the Amazon Queen) and wiH never give over that purſuit, till I have uſed 
my endeavors to give her that afſiſtance,which your preſent eſtate forbids her to hope 
for from you. At theſe words ſhe called for two horſes and arms, and though Oroor- 
dates out of civility would have ſpared her the trouble, it was not poſſible for him to 
difiwade her from that reſolution : ſo putting on her arms in his preſence, as ſoon as 
a horſes were ready, ſhe took leave of him, and bade Hippolita guide her after 
erenice, 

Oroondates being left alone in his chamber, made a long refle&ion upon the pait 
events of his life, and upon the eftate of his preſent condition, and making a ftop 
opon his latter dayes, he had ſcarce thought upon his Princeſs being alive, but he 
called ro mind her infidelity. That hard curb, which the rigour of his deſtinies had 
given onto his joy, kept it in with an exceflive cruelty, and that unworthy remem- 
brance brought a confuſion into bis ſoul, which hardly left him his reaſon free. Ab ! 
(cricd he in the violence of that thought) Ah! unworthy daughter of Darizs, un- 
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worthy fiſter of Artaxeres, unworthy wife of Alexander, and (if I dare ſay fo my ſelf) 
unworthy Miſtreſs of Oroondates ; would you then give fo ſhameful a conciulion, to 
ſo many noble ations ? and did you defend your ſelf fo virtuoully againſt perſecuti- 
ons ſo juſt as mine were, only to yield fo lightly in favour of a new commer ? But 
without queſtion, 1 deceive my felt (faid he again) and this affeRion is. not new as 1 
þclicved ; | begin to find, it took birth before I came from Suſa : *rwas that infallibly 
which cauſed your ſudden chanze, which made you in a moment repent the modeit 
favours you allowed me, and which in ſhort drew f-om your mouth that cruel fare. 
wel which you gave me with ſo much inhumanity ; and though the ſervices I had 
done you deſerved as much as I received from you, this rival could not ſuffer that in- 
nocent and moderate felicity, but you mutt baniſh me to ſatisfic him ; and *twas that 
new palliun wi.ich hardned your heart, ſo that you could ſee me ſwouning, and dy- 
ing at your feet, without ſhewing any mark of compaſſion. O my memory, how 
did{t thou forſake me all this while, and how came it thou wert ſo long before thou 
foundeſt that a former affeftion, cemented with many ſervices, and fo many obliga- 
tions could not be deſtroyed bur by a ſecond ? If it be ſo, Statira, as without doubt 
it is, you are both more faulty, and leſs to be valued, then I believed; and during the 
lite of ſo brave a husband, you ought not to have been capable of another love, tirice 
you had ſo many reaſons ty detend your felt againſt mine. He diſcourſed thus to 
him{elf in the violence of his reſentment, and a while after falling into another 
thought ; Bur (aid he) muſt I 'fo ſoon accuſe her of infidelity, ſhe who perchance is 
no longer in che world? I have bur a little affurance of her life, and I ought at leaft 
tobe certain ſhe is alive, before I can be certain ſhe is inconſtant , "tis to thi- miſera- 

le extremicy Iam r<duced, and one of theſe two neceſhties is impoſed upon me, ci- 
ther that Sratir 4 is nor, or thar Statira Joves me not, 

H: would perchance have ſpen: the reſt of the day in theſe fad conſiderations, if he 
had not been withcirawn from them by Araxes, who came into his chamber,leading a 
woman by the hand ; Oroon4ates preſently began to know her, but as ſoon as ſhe came 
near his bed, and that he fixt his eyes upon her tace, hz no longer doubred but that ir 
was Clerne, the dear and fairhtal confident of his Princeſs, and ſhe who had inſepa- 
rably accompanied her in her firſt, and in her laſt adventures. The unexpcRed arrival 
of ker whom he believed dead, and on whoſe memory the remembrance of her for- 
mer good offices had made him beſtow ſome tears, ſurprized him ſo, that he became 
mute, anc unmoveable ac the fight of her ; but when he began to recolle&t himſelf 
and that he prepared to ſh:w ſome teſtimony of his joy for her ſafety ; the fear of re- 
ceiving from her mouth the confirmation of one of his misfortunes, ſuſpended all his 
thoughts, and he was more ſtrucken and confounded then before. Cleone more con- 
fident then he, forcing the ſeverity of her ſex, and humour; to receive welcames 
full of tranſport and affe&ion, which a long and particular acquaintance might ex 
cuſe, broke (lence firſt, and while he embraced her with tears of kindneſs, <ir, (faid 
ſhe) have I deſerv*d you ſhould ſtill remember you have known me ? The Prince 
giving (ume reſpite to his endearments, Sweet Cleone (anſwered he at lait)I will ne- 
ver loſea remembrance which was ever dear to me;and the grief I have been in for my 
Princeſs, did not (© totally poſſeſs my ſoul, but that my ſorrow for you found alſo a 
Pace in it ; but, O Cleone, ſince you are riſen again, is not my Princeſsalſo alive, and 
donot you come to bring me news of her ſafety? The Qeen is living (replyed Cle- 
one ) unlefs ſh2 be dead within this three days. O gods! ( cryed the Prince without 
permitting her togHd0n) gods, all good, and all powerful, I give you the thanks 
ow you for the life of my Princeſs, and fince by thr- aſſurance, you have raken away 
the fear of my firſt mi-fortune, 1 will prepare my (elf for the ſecond without mur- 
muring againſt you. Hisnatural generoſity, or the goodnef* of his diſpofition, made 
him inſtancly bring forch theſe words, according to the real incitementsof his heart, 
and certainly his joy in this encounter, equalled the grief he had felt at the fad news 
of his Princeſſes death « but thac living and /awful orief was no ſooner driven out of 
his mind, bur his jealouſic, before conſtrain'd, and lock'd up in a kind of ſervitude, 
broke looſe into its place, and extending it ſelf with tyranny inro all thoſe parts it 
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quitted, began to reign there alone with fuch an Empire, that it produced as violent 
effes as could have been T—_—_ from both paſſions united; his mournful, ten= 
der thought:, gave way to furious deſperate ones : and briefly, that cruel and imperi. 
ous paſlion, which had ettabliſhed it ſelf but with uncertainty, finding it ſelf now 
lawfully grounded, ſeized upon all hisſoul with a moſt abſolute authority, Let us nor 
bewail S:atira, (cryed he) Statira is alive, Statira is ſatisfied ; but let us with tears of 
blood bewail and deplore the mistortune of deſpairing Orocndates, whom the gods, 
after a thouſand ſorrows worſe then the moſt cruel deaths, have ſaved from a thou-= 
{ſand kinds of ordinary death, only to make him fall by an end ſuitable to the miſeries 
of his life. Afﬀer theſe firſt cranſports, having held his peace for a few moments, he 
turned towards Cleone,and ſeeing her filent by his beds fide ; Well,Cleone (faid he)rhe 
Queen is living ; bur, O Cleone, the Queen loves me not. Yet not to love me, C.le:ne, 
is but a ſmall matter, and her fault would be bur light, if her forgetfulnef,and her ine 
gratitude, were the only things wherewith 1 could reproach her z but to love another 
man tothe prejudice of what the owed to me, to the prejudice of her faith, and even 
to the prejudice of her honour, to forſfake him, who hath forſaken all, who hath 
dared all, who hath done-all for her, to give her ſelf ro a man that had rendred 
her ſome fleighter ſervices,and to hang abour his neck in my preſence, both againſt the 
laws of decency, and againſt the laws of medeſty, is an infidelity, is a meannef+, is a 
lightnefs, unworthy of a Princeſs of Perſia, and is a crime which deſerves all the 
thunders of heaven,and the deteſtations of the whole earth. Oroondates brought torth 
theſe words ſo impetuouſly, that Cleone was quite abaſhed at them, and had neither 
the time, nor the confidence to open her mouth for the defence of her Miſtreſs. The 
Prince ſeeing her without reply, I knew very well (continued he) that you had 
nothing to alledge for the juſtification of that ungratetul woman, your falence utterly 
condemns her ; but however you -cannot diſavow that which | knew by the teſtimo- 
ny of my own eyes ; I ſaw herin the arms of that happy rival, a man neither grcater 
nor valianter then I, and one indebt<d only to fortune for all the advamages he has 
over me: I with the ſame ſword, which hath often ſhed blocd for the ſervice of that 
inconſtant Princeſ*, drew ſome of his, and if the + ods have made him periſh ro expt 
ate the injury he hath done me, Idono longer pretend to open my way to her by 
that advantage ; *tris for my revenge alone that he i- fallen, and not for the cl}ablith- 
ment of my fortune ; let her cheriſh his memory ſtill, fince his leavings are not wor- 
thy of me ; andif ſhe can love her life after the loſs of his, let her expe alſo the 
end of mine, that ſhe may be perfe&ly fartizfhied, The Prince his weakneſs not (uffer- 
ing him togo on with his reproaches in thatrvchemence, he was conſtrained to give 
ſome truce to them, in which interim Cleone had the leiſure ro ſertle her ſelf,and dcti» 
ring if it were poflible,to draw him out of thoſe violent motions, which might utterly 
ruine his health : Sir (faid ſhe at laft) I ſhould be confounded art your reproaches 
againſt the Queen my Miſtrets, if, with her, I were not accuſtomed to hear them from 
you : I will not juſtifie wbat may be blameable in this change you upbraid her with, 
nor will I deny but that your own eyes ſaw thoſe favors, and thoſe kindnefſes which 
give youſo much cayſe of complaint againſt her;but that in the condition wherein ſhe 
granted them, they did offend either decency or modefty,is a thing 1 cannot yield to. 
Of all the women that everbore a love to virtue, perhaps never any yet raiſed it tolo 
high a degree. If humane weakneſs, the treachery of your enemies, powerful obliga- 
tions, your abſence, and the uncertainty of your being alive, made the Queen take 
reſolutions to the prejudice of what ſhe owed to you, yet hath ſhe never forgot what 
ſhe owed umtoher honour, and if ſhe afforded advantages to another which ſhe re- 
fuled to you, *rwas becauſe when he ſued for them, ſhe was in a condition to grant 
him them withour offending a husband, and without wounding her reputation. Give 
ſome credir,Sir, unto my words:of all the women that were near the Queen, I am ſhe 
withcut doubt, in whom ſhe ever had moſt confidence, and the who can give the 
molt exaGt account of her moſt particular thoughts z bur I can proteſt to you by all 
that I acknowledy to be moſt facred,that ſolo long as ſhe was free,and undeceived,ſhe 
always had che moſt advantageous opinion of you,that you could lawfully wiſh; ond 
when 
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when ſhe yielded to this laſt ation you complain of, or (as-you ſay) to- forſake yon 
for another, ſhe did it with ſo much violence, and ſuch ſtrong reaſons, that you can- 
not juſtly accuſe her for it.Cleone would have proceeded, when the Prince who heark.. 
ned to her impatiently,and who ſaw nothing in all ſhe faid which in ſtead of altering, 
did riot confirm him in his conceit, he could not forbear interrupting her. Ceaſe Cle- 
one (replyed he) ceaſe to alledge excuſes for crimes that are not capable of any; m 
miſerie* are not ſo light as to be ſweetned by ſo weak a conſoſation, nor the loſs I 
have ſuffered ſo ſmall, as that it can be fatished with reaſons of fo little weight ; fay, 
with more truth, that I was a burthen tothe Princeſs, that my conſtancy wearied her, 
and paſſed in her eſtcem for perſecution, or rather that ſhe found a perſon more love= 
ly, and more worthy of her affe&ions, This is all that can be reaſonably faid in fa- 
your of her ; and all chis I will confeſs with you; and provided I may but reproach her 
ohce more, for the laſt time, and yield up a ſoul at her feer, which her infidelity can- 
n«r mzke her loſe, 1 will no longer murmur againſt her, Youareſo prepoſſeſſed (an- 
ſ(wered Cleon.)and (if reſpe&t will give me leave to ſay ſo)fo uncapable of rcaton- 
ing. tha I will loſe no more time to convince your opinion; but to juftifie my Miſtreſs 
to yuu, and ro mak? you confeſ< your ſelf, that you cannot have theſe thoughts of her 
without ingraticude, | wi!l content ray ſelf with relating her laſt ation plainly to you 
and makin-* you a true recical of all that hath happened to her lince your ſeparation ; 
and indeed it wa for that defivnl came tofeek you,and to have begg'd your ſaccors,it 
I had found you in berter health, Oroond.zzes chang'd color ar theſe laſt words,and his 
ſout in ſÞ'rz of the deſpair wherewith it was taken up, ler it ſelf be carried away to 
ſme motion of joy, when he h-ard fay that his Princeſs had need of his ſervice, and 
ffered it ro be demanded of him. Ah ! Clemne (cryed he) IT have neither reſent- 
ment nor weund that can derain me, if Statir”s ſervice come in queſtion, Lec her be 
a thouſand tines more in-rareful, and a thouſand times more faithleſs if ir be poſſible, 
nothin? can diſpence me from my oaths, nur force my inclination ; I will ferye her, 
even in the arms of my rivals, to the laſt drop of my blood, and I for her will imploy 
a [if:: to its laſt moment, which ſhall never be but hers. Speak, I pray you, how great 
ſoever my impatience i:,believe | w']l give a quiet attention,and tkat for all her incon- 
ſtancy. vou cannot talk of my Princeſs, without touching my heart at every word of 
your diſ-ourſe, Clernc having brought him to this paſs, drew the chair a little nearer, 
in which ſhe was ſer down by his entreaty, and ſeeing nobody in the chamber to hear 
her but Araxes, who was nor ſuſpected to them, ſhe began her narration thus, 


The Hiſtory of Caſſandra. 


\ Hen by the cruel Jaws of her duty,the Q'1een ſaw her ſelf conſtrained to baniſh 
you from her for ever, and tog've a ſharp concluſion to enterviews that were 
incompatible with the ſevere rules of her virtue;ſhe ſubmicred her ſelf to that rigorous 
neceſſity, wich deadly grief and inconceivable repugnancy. With how great reſolution 
and conſtancy ſoever ſh- had arm'd and fortified her (elt for fo difficult an aQtion, ſhe 
ſhewed many fins of 't hetore yor. which it was impoſlible for her to retainzand nat- 
withſtandins the inſ-niibility you would rax her with,if you did conſider borh her face 
and a&ions, you con14 not but obſerve violent changes, and powerful alterations from 
her ordinary m-deſty, but if in your preſence ſhe could not poſſibly diffemble part of 
her ſorrows when ſhe was gone from you, ſhe let them break forth in ſuch tender 
dolefal exvreflions, that rhe condition we had 'you in, was not much more worthy of 
pity, then that w- ſaw her reduced to by that bitter ſeparation. Her face was altered 
from that very moment,and it it loſt not its Jovelineſ+ it at leaſt from that firft day,Joſt 
all the chearfyInef it had recovered, and within a few more, all the plumpnefs it had 
regained fince the chanye of her condition. In her journey to Babylon,” ſhe appeared 
always ſo lanyuiſhing and ſo dej-&ed, that the Quieen her mother, the Princeſs her 
filter.& all hoſe that were moſt d-ar to her,labored bur in vain to divert her,& whet 
he was come thither, and that the preſence and affe&ion of the King' her husband 
Aaa 3 obliged 
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obliged her to a forced compliance, that violence ſhe uſed to hide her grief, made je 
the more ſenſible, and vifibly impair'd her heakh, And indeed it was to the want of 
it ſhe attributed all the marks of her ſadneſs, and the body was accuſed of a ſickneſs, 
in which it had no ſhare but by its communication wich the ſoul. The King, whoſe love 
to her was ever exceeding great,imployed whatſoever was muſt magnificent,and moſt 
diverting of all that he had drawn from ſo many conqueſts, to charm part of her dif. 
contents; and the whole Court,whoſe hearts that great Princef* had infinitely won by 
her goodneſs, & by the ſweerneſs of her cenverſation, ſoucht means by ſhews of pomp 
and rejoycing ro bury that ſadneſs, in which it was totally concerned, and which de. 
prived it of much of its beauty ; bur all theſe attempts were unprofitable, to pull up 
the roots of it, out of a ſoul, in which it was too imperiouſly ſetled, and theſe 
pomps and divertiſements, gave her only new occaſions to deplore her condition, 
which made her alone incapable of thoſe delights, in which the meaneſt perſons en- 
Joyecd a part, Yet did ſhe receive the Kings kindnefſes with a great deal of reſpe&, and 
truly with a great deal of aff:&ion ; and if his preſence could not wipe all the marks 
of gericf out of her fac:, ſhe at leaſt endeavored to diſguiſe them from him, by words 
Full of ſweetneſs and acknowledgement, and diſpoſed her mind to render him what 


| duty obliged her ro without repugnance : but when ſhe was alone, or without any 


other company bur mine, ſhe freely diſcharg'd her heart of ſome of thoſe diſcontents 
that overwhelm'd it: and when 1 endeavored by words of comfort to give ſome inter- 
miffion to her ſorrows , Let me alone Cleone (would ſhe ſay) let me alone in quiet, 
fince I have nothing elſe but tears togive to poor Oroondates ; all elſe is forbidden me, 
nay,% this crue| duty may alſobe offended with theſe innocent marks of my affeRion; 
Jet us no longer weep therefore for Oroondates, fince his remembrance is criminal, but 
let us weep for my own miſeries, and for the rigor of my deſtiny, which rends that 
violently from my heart which my inclinations would eternally preſerve there. After 
ſke had continued a while in theſs thoughts, and that by my filence, or by ations as 
ſorrowful as hers, ſhe ſaw me keep her company in her grief; Ah ! Cleome (would 
he go on) perchance at this inftant poor Or-0n42tes is no longer in the world, and 
though I havenot deſerv'd he ſhould have an affe&ion for me violent enough to 
bring him to his grave, the affurances he hath given me of it in ſmaller occaſions, 
may make me without vanity believe. he loved me well enough to dye for me. No, 
no, Oro-n4ates is certainly dead, unleſs ſpite and reſentment have ſaved him; and it he 
live ſtill by their afliftance, *ris only to hate me, and ro deteſt my cruelry, She cou'd 
not end theſe words without a flud of tears, which for ſome whi'e diſabled her to 
ſay more, but when by time, and my afliftance, ſhe wa a lirrle ſetled, ſhe would 
ſeek out reaſons to j1ſtifie her (e]f ro you, and ro waſh her ſ:1f Fom your reproaches : 
What could I have done, Or-0-ndates (would ſh: ſay) and by what means could I have 
preſerv*d my (elf for you, and preſerve my elf in your eſteem ? Alex.iner, to whom 
the whole world raiſes Altars, i- hea man. is he a husband fo little conſiderable, that 
his wife = and a wife whom after the fall of her houſe, he fi om miſery and capti- 
vity exalted to the Throne, and to the higheſt place upon earth) ſhould not entire- 
Iy give him her affe&ions ? Ah ! Oroondates, complain of me no longer,and if death be 
to be ſoughe, after ovr mutual loſſes, ler us'dye both together, rather then make my 
oul encline'to an unworthy, to an unjuſt repentance, that's a ſari:fa&ion I never re» 
fuſed you, and if all thoſe you might have hoped for, were as caſie to me, and as law- 
fully permiczed, you ſhould be ſatisfied, my dear Oroondates, and I ſhould be no lon- 
ger milerable. 
-, She was wont to ſpeak many other words, which by reaſon of their length, and 
of the effe& they work upon your mind, I will not repeat, and lived on this manner, 
while:the King received the Embaſſadors at Babylon from all parts of the world, and 


' while xhe Court was in ſuch a ſplendor as till that time had never been known to man. 


Yet the-Queen not beins able toendure that abode;and believing ſhe miyht find ſome 
abatement of-/her affli&tions in ſolitarineſs, cauſed her Phyſitians to tell the King that 
change of air was neceſſary'for the recovery of her health, and having with much 


ado obiained permiſſion to retire the Caſtle of Calcis for ſome days, ſhe __ me 
Miko aoyron, 
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Babylon, accompanied only by the Princeſs her lifter who never would forſake her, 
my (elf, ſome of her maids, and her moſt neceflary ſervants, The Queen having thuy 
got her ſelf free from that great world, found indeed ſume ſweeinet* in that retire« 
ment ; and if the charming converſation of the Princeſ* P.:1jat# was not able to 
blot out of her mind theſe diſcontents which overwheim'd her, ar leaſt it partly kf 
ſen'd them, and made her avow, that though ſhe was incapable of pleaſures, at keaft 
her ſorrows did not torment her with ſo much violence, You nevertheleſs were fill 
in her remembrance, and I confeſs that ſeeing her one day in ihe ſame trances, and in 
the ſame gri-f for your abſence, Thad ſeen her in at Babylon, the pity (if I dare lay lo) 
which I had of her, and of yourſelf, obliged me to propoſe your return to her, in 
caſe ſhe wwuld conſent, and to revoke a ſentence whereby ſhe had condemned her ſelf 
to ſo many torments, but that great Princeſs ſtopping my mouth as ſoon as ever I 
ment oned it ; Ir is juſt (faid ſhe) chat I ſhould ſuffer, fince I have committed faults 
which deſerve the runiſhment the gods have ſent me ; but ir is unjuſt that Oroondates 
ſhould return, and I know very well both how to ſuffer, and how to die if it bene- 
cefſary, rather then revoke a ſentence, which my dury alone hath pronounced. This in« 

deed was the Q'12en< own reſolution, but ſhe was alſo contirm'd in it by the Princeſs 
her iiſter, ro waom ſhe had totally open'd her heart with all manner of freedom, and 

who having in all her ations, but particularly in the applications made to her by 

Prince Lyſima bus, and Hephe/t:on, appeared as a prodigy of ſublime virtue, gave no 

counſe's to the Q''1een that were not moſt conformable to what ſhe had praftiſed all 
her lite, We ſpent our time thus in ſolirude and in ignorance of all that paffed other 

where, when the whole carth alm ſt changed form by the death of Alexander the 

Great, to whom the Q 'een his wife had at her departure innocently given h:r laſt 

farewels, receiving trom him hi- laſt embraces, I believe it was by the expreſs order 

that wa* taken in it, that we alone were ignorant of a loſs wherein the whole world 

was intereſted, wh-n one of the Kings guard came to the Caſtle where we were, with 

a letter from h « Maſter, 

Cleone would have preſecuted her narration, and have told the Prince what he al- 
ready had learn'd trom Lyſmachws, bur Oroon4ates, who hearkn'd to her wich impati- 
ence, and who was willing to ſpare her the pains of relating what he knew before, in- 
terrupted her in this ! lace, I am not iznorant (ſaid he) which wy you were decei- 
ved, nor how you were brou,h. betore the wicked Roxana, and died in the opinion 
of every body z but | know not how you were ſaved, nor how the Q_*en hath lived 
fince, and thar* ir (if you pleaſe) which I defire to learn, withcut trouv.ing you in the 
recital of thinvs I have h ard already, Theſe words ſhortned Cleones relation, and O- 
roon1ates te)ling her what he knew, when ſhe had confirmed it, She proceeded thus : 

I wil add to what is come to your ear from the mouth of Tires, that after Pere 
diccas had put the Queen, the Princeſs. her ſiſter, and me, into the Chariot, and 
was come into it himſclf, with his brother Alcctas, and another of his company, 
he made it take the way toward R»xana's houſe, and ſecing thoſe poor Princefles 
exprels their grief, and their apprehenſion by tears, and cries full of deſpair, he 
whiſpered the Q'12en in the ear, ſo low that he conld not be overheard but by his 
brother, and the Princeſs Pariſatis, B- not afraid, Madam, (faid he) they would de- 
ſtroy you, bur 1 will ſave you, with the peril of my fortune, and of my life. The 
Princeſſes were ſo troubled, that they ſcarcely underſtood thoſe words, which were 
ſuffi-ient either to re-aſſ re chem, or fright them more , and in the mean tim, they 
drove fo faſt, that wichin a ſhort ſpace we arrived at Roxans's houſe, I will not tell 
you avain the Q i1een< encounter wi h her, nor the words of that cruel woman, when 
in ſpite of Perdic-as his promiſe, were enough to have ftrucka mortal terror in-per- 
ſon:,whoſe love of life had not been quite extinoviſh'd,but the Queen in whom the fa- 
ta] new: of the Kinvs death;hadabſo wely raken away all defire of ir,hearkned to her 
threats unmoved, and not hopine for any ſaf-ty, ſhe followed Perdiccas and' Alcetas 
who led us out of the great chamber down the back ſtajr, while cruel Roxana placed 
her (elf at the window to feed her eyes with a fight ſhe had ſo inhumanely prepared. 


"Twas with much ado that Perdiccgs kept her from going down into the Court ber 
c 
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ſelf, and her intereſts in the death of Darius his daughters was ſo great, that ſhe could 
not believe it certain, unleſs ſhe were preſent. We were half way down the ſtairs that 
led into that fatal Court, when coming to a chamber door, Perdiccas made us go in, 
and leaving us there in the cuſtody of his brother, he took certain women out from 
thence with him, which he before had put under the guard of three or tour of his men 
in whom he had a great deal of confidence. They were ſlaves(as we have heard (ince) 
which he had clothed in habits little different from choſe the Princefſes were wont to 
wear, and having plotted with his brother,and thoſe whom he truſted moſt, how he 
might abuſe the eyes of Roxana's fight, whom he was neceſlicated to obey, for very 
important reaſons, he had cauſed them to be brought into that chamber ſecretly, by 
men of whoſe fidelity he was moſt aſſured, Wirth theſe miſerable wretches it was, that 
thoſe cruel murtherers went down the reſt cf the ſtairs into the Court, ſtopping their 
mouthes with handerchicts, for fear their cries ſhould diſcover the deccir, and *twas 
the blood of thoſe unfortunate creatures that they contented Roxar:a's inhumane am- 
bition , and deluded her fight ; true it is that the darkneſs and diſtance contributed 
very much, though Roxana ſtirred not from the window till the end of the executi= 
on, and that there were lighted torches in the Court ; but it is certain, that in open 
day, and in another place, it had been very difficult to carry the enterprize on that 
manner, 

In the mean time we continued in the cuſtody of Alcetas, and of ſome of his men, 
and for fear the noiſe we might have made,ſhould diſcover the Princetles to their ene- 
mies, they led us out of that firſt chamber into another further from the ſtairs, We 
were in ſo great a trouble, that neither fear nor hope had Iciſure to take lace in our 
ſouls, and we remained for ſome time ſo ſtupified, that neither the appreheniion cf 
death, nor the deſire of ſafety, could work any thing upon us ; bur in this confution 
the Queens grief was more powerful then all her other thoughts, and remembring the 
news cruel Roxanz had told her of the death of the King her husband, ſhe was 
nearly touch'd with ir, that ſhe hardly had ftreneth to ſtand upon her legs ; and in- 
deed ſhe caſt her ſelf preſently upon the fide of a bed that was in the room, and the 
Princeſs Pariſatis, and I, being ſet down by her, ſhe began to ſolemnize her loſs with 
a river of tears, wich could not draw its ſource trom any thing but a moſt ſen{ible 
and a moſt real ſorrow. No, Sir, I know you will not be offended, when l cell yun 
the Queen was in as great an affliftion for the death of that il'uſtrious hu+band, az 


could be expefted from {0 virtious a "rinceſs, and that ſhe was as deeply ſtruckn 


with it, as if that aff:Xion had been ſetled in her heart from her earlieſt years, and 
had neit' er been crofſ:d by the remembrance of her loſſes, nor by her thought cf 
you, N-:ither the fear'of death, which ſhe did not believe ſhe had utterly avoided, 
and the obj-& whereof was ſtill before his eyes ; nor the ruine of her affairs, which 
this change brought into a manifeſt declining, found any place at all inher imagina- 
tion, when ſhe ſetled in it the remembrance of that great man whom the gods had 
given her for her husband ; and in all her ations ſhe made it appear that her intereſt 
had no ſhare at all, in what proceeded from a pure and hearty affe&ion. | The Prin« 
ceſs Pariſatis, whoſe greateſt trouble at that time, was cauſed by her compaſſion of the 
Queen her fiſters grief, ſhewed more affurance then ſh2, and did all to comfort her 
that could be looked for from ſo great a friendſhip as hers, We were thus mournfully 
imployed, when Alcetas drew near the bed, and addreſſing himſeIfto the Queen, Ma- 
dam, (faid he) fear not, the greateſt danger is paſt, and if you will but keep lilence 
a while in this chamber, my brother,and I will ave you, or periſh with you, Roxana 
has been as happily deceived as we could wiſh, and we only ſtay for my brothers re- 
turn, to carry you away from hence, and put you into a place of ſafery ; if you be 
diſcovered, we have thoſe here at our devotion, with whom we can defend you by 
open force , but if we can ſave you without noiſe, both your condition, and ours 
will be much the better. While Alcetas ſpoke on this manner, the Queen turned her 
head toward him, and inſtead of anſwering to his offers, I« it true Alcetas (ſaid ſhe) 
that the King is dead ? He is, Madam (replyed Aloeras),and Roxana to ſecure the Kings 
dorn to the child ſhe is now big withall, would have extinguiſhed all the race of Dariw 
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afcerhim, and all thoſe perſons that might bring any obſtacle to her rower. If the 
King be dead (added the Queen) why do you oppoſe Roxaza's will > and why do 
yuu prolong a life wherein 1 thal find no ſweetneſs atter the loſs of ſuch a hucband 2 
Ler them periſh, Jer them periſh, theſe miſerable reliques of Dari his family ; and 
if Roxana be ſo thirſty of the blood of thoſe who heretofore were her ſovereigne, 
and her Miſtrefles, ſacrifice to her rage, this unfortunate woman who will live no 
longer, and ſave only my fiſter ; ſhe never was Alexander's wite, and though ſhe 
was Darius his daughter, ſhe is not in a condition to conteſt for thoſe Dominions 
that once were his,againſt ſo many ſueceflors of your King. The Princeſs Pariſatis 
interrupting-the Queen at this diſcourſe, Ak nothing for me Madam, (ſaid ſhe ) 
ſince lite ought not to be dearer to me then to you, my lofles are of the nature of 
yours, and though they be neicher ſo freſh nor ſo conſiderable, by the difference of 
the perſons we enjoyed, know that afte&ion may equal them in cur minds, and that 
the part 1 bear in your aftliftion, abſolutely takes away all the advantage it could 
have over mine. The Queennort being in an eftate ro diſpute ic wich her, only 
preficd her between her arms,and bathed her face with tears which ran from her eyes 
in great abundance; yet did ſhe draw ftrength from her ccurage to enquire of 
Alcet4s concerning the kings death, and he having given her an exa& account of it, 
that ſorrowfu] Queen at the end of his diſcourſe fell into faintings, wherein for want 
of h:1p, ſh= was like to have died between our arms. After ſhe was com'n to her ſelf 
again, ſhe began to bring forth the moſt wotul lamentations, that the greatcſt of her 
affetion,and the merit of the perſon ſhe bewailed could put into her mouth. Alcetas 
prayed her in vain to be filent,for her ſaferies ſake: ſhe was not capable of that confi- 
derati.mn, and I think verily her cryes would have diſcovered us at laſt,if Perdiccas had 
not come into the chamber. He inſtantly prayed the Queen to riſe from the bed 
where {he was ſet, to go along with him to a-place of ſecurity, whither he would car- 
ry her: but the made little reckoning of what he ſaid, and if the Princeſs her fiſter,and 
1, had not raiſed her up almoſt by force, ſhe would have continued there' to expe& 
her deſtiny, We went out of the Chamber without any lights, and paſſed througha 
Gallery, at the end whereof there was a lirtle pair of ſtairs, which we went down,and 
fo out of that deteſtable houſe. We found a Chariot at the dcor, into which Perdic- 


' cas making us get up, rook his place there with us, and his brother and one of his 


friends with him; and then the Chariotcer who had his dire&ions what to do,drove 
preſently to this houſe where we now are, and where the Queen,as well as you, hath 
paſſed a part of her cxile. 

Here Oroondares interrupting Cleme's Narration, O gods ! (ſaid he) isit poſſible 
my Princeſs ſhould have ſo ingratefully concealed her feif from me, if ſhe knew 
the place where I was, the condition I was in for her ſake? Is it poflible ſhe 
ſhould have been able to lodge with me under the ſame roof, without viving me at 
leaſt the news of her beine alive, fince that of her being dead, had brousht me fo 
near unto my grave? O what an excels cf cruelty ! O whata prodigy cf ingratitude ! 
Heended theſc words with a deep ſigh, and Cleone going cn with her relation ; Stay 
but for the end of my diſcourſe (continued ſhe) and then, if you find reaſon for it, 
you ſhall be permitted to condemn her. Twas not under the ſame roof we lodg'd; 
but, at the end of this Garden, there is alittle houſe containing only a couple of 


. Chambers, and a Cloſet or two, where we made our abode. Perdiccas, who by one 


of his foll-w-rs that was Polemon*s kinſman , had 'made an agreement for cur 
retreat hither, thought it firreſt for us to lie in that place, as being further out ot 
the way,lc(s in (i-hr,and leſs ſubje& to thoſe encounters which may happen in a houſe 
where a whole Family is lodged. He propoſed it to the Princeſs and me as we 
were comins, ſecins the Qneen was incapable of all converſation ; and defiring for 
the in:crcft of his own att-.1s, and, as herold us, for that cf their ſaf:ty, that it 
ſhould be unknown to the whole world, he prayed us to conceal our felves very 
carefully, ſince our ruine was inevitable if we were diſcovered, and that Roxans was 
ſo abſolute over the Mzcedomians, that it would be impoſlible for us to eſcape; if the 


* place of our retreat were known, He told the Princeſſes likewiſe that he cculd not 


uns 


__ CASSANDRA Partlll, 


undertake their proteRion openly againſt R:xana, being joyned in intereſt with her, 
and having been declared governour of the child that ſhould be born of her ; but rhat 
if they would aſilt on their part, and keep themſelves bid as he deſired, he promiſed 
to divert all the dangers that threatned them; He then endeavoured to ſet a high value 
upon that obligation, and repreſented tothem,that by what he did in their fayour,he 
manifeſtly hazarded his fortune and his like. The Queen was fo caſt down, that ſhe 
anſwered nothing to his diſcourſe,nor ſo much as hearkned to it ; but the Princeſs her 
fiſter, and I in whom deſpair was leſs aftive then in her, endeavoured to ſupply that 
defe&, and toreceive Perdiccas his advice,for the preſervation of cur lives. We were 
very reſpe&fully received by Polemon and his wife,into the quarter prepared for us,and 
thoſe good people ſtudied to ſerve their Princeſſes with great zeal and affe&ion, 
As ſoon as they were going to bed, Perdiccas bid him good night, and retired to the 
Town to take order for thoſe important affairs that lay upon him, having told them 
he would come again the next day fo ſecretly, that his viſits ſhould never be known 
to any body, & that by all ma” ner of ſervices he would ſtrive to merit pardon for the 
fear he had put them in. The Queen m_—_ the reſt of that night in continual ſighs, 
Pariſatis and I not being able to hinder the courſe of them, and ſcarce conld 
ſhe by ker wearineſs with extream tormenting her ſelf get a little ſleep, or rather a 
little lumber toward the next morning; ſhe kept her bed that day, and all her im- 
ployment was to deplore her loſs by moſt doletul words, and by a ſea of tears, whoſe 
flowing it was impoſlible for us to {top hardly for a moment ; Alexander's name was 
perpetually in her mouth, and his Idea always preſent to her remembrance, ſhe by the 
greatneſs of her virtue had ſo clean wiped out all the cauſes ſhe had formerly had to 
hate him, to imprint in the place of them,all that he had Cone in her favour, $& all that 
was great and lovely in him, that ſhe had nothing remaining of him, but a moſt dear 
memory full of love and veneration.I ſhould not have done of a long rime, if I would 
repeat all the complaints ſhe made for the greatneſs of her loſs, and I believe your 
jJealouſie would make that diſcourſe unpleaſing ro yors fince you are already ſuffici- 
ently diſpoſed to be ill ſarisfied with her ; I will pal them over therefore,and content 
my ſelf with telling you, that when by the height of her courage, which had already 
refiſted ſo many loſſes without bein . dejeed, and by the perſwafions of the Princels 
her fiſter, ſhe was become cayable of little reaſun, we began to make ſome propoſi. 
tiors to her, touching her ſafcry, and the eſtabliſkment of her affairs. Amongſt Alex: 
anders (ucceſſors there was a rood nymber, in whom ſhe had four d much affe&'on to 
her ſervice,and from whom ſhe might have hoped for great aſſiſtance ; of them, Prince 
Lyſfmachw, who for his qualiry, for his ,virtue, and for his credir,held one of the firſt 
pl c:s, was not only at the devotion ot the Princeſs Pariſatis , but by a thouſand 
a&ﬀions' which had reſounded Joudly at the Court, had yiven ſufficient teſtimony, 
that he deſired no more advantageous fortune, then the occaſions of ſacrificing him- 
- ſelf for her. Prince Oxiartes, and old Artabaſws, had yet ſome authoriry among the 
Perfimms, and I counſeIFd the Queen to imploy them all, and make uſe of them in the 
neceſſity of her affairs, tomaintain her ſelf againſt the power of her enemies, but 
after ſhe had reaſon'd a good while, we conlidered that we ſhould find few Princes 
among Alexander*s ſucceflors that would dare to take up arms againſt Roxana, know- 
inz ſhe was with child of him,whe was ro command them one day,$: by that reaſon, 
ſo abſolute among the Macedonians,that they no lunger followed any bodie*s will bot 
hers ; As for Lyſimachys, the *Princeſs Pari/ztis who till then had defended her (elf 
againſt his Jove with an admirable virtue, would not imploy him, whether it were that 
ſhe was of too high a ſpirit to give matter of obligation to a man that.was ſo muck 
in love with her, and who,according to the common report,had obliged her ro be 
ſomething ſenſible of it ; or whether it were that wich likelihood ſhe feared to loſe 
him, in hazrrding him alone againft ſo many other Princes. For Oxiartes and Ar- 
talaſus,there was no doubt of their good wi.ls; but they were alone, and retired into 
the Provinces which the late King had aſſigned them. Theſe conſiderations made them 
reſolvr, to wait the pleaſire of the gods, without ſtirring, any thing in a condition 
wherein they wereo little able ; and to make uſe yer of Perdiccas, who alone m_y 
wicre 
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where they were, and who could burt them more then all the reſt. With this def 
we put off a babit which might be hurtful ro the intention we had taken to lie 
concealed, and having received other cloaths from Potemons wife and daughter, we 
had a mind alſo to accuſtom them to call rhe Princeſſes by other names then their 
own , which all the world knew belonged particularly to the Royal houſe of 
erfia. 
R = you have heard that the deceaſed King Darius came not to the Crown b 
Succeſſion ; and that though he was Son to Arſanes the chief among the Perſians, the 
Kingdom had not appertained to him, but that the Royal line was quite extin& in the 
Dn of King, Occhws. His firſt name was Codoman, and he was fo called, when by a 
fingle combate, which he f ugh at the head of two Armies, he decided the fortune 
of two Empires,and added Armenia to that of the Perhans who had truſted their for- 
tune to his valor alone. The remembrance of this aftion, and of many others he haf 
done in their favour, obliged them with a common conſent to chooſe him for their 
Sovereizn, eſpecially conlidering his birth was indeed the higheſt of all the Kingdom 
and that he wasan allic, and a near kinfman, of the deceaſed King Occhus, and of his 
Predecefſor*, Codoman having thus attained the Empire, thought fit according to the 
examnle of 'ormer iKinzs, totake one of thoſe names which uſed ro be peculiar tothe 
royal fam'ly , as Cyrus, Artaxerxes and Dariws, to retaining the laſt for himſelf, he 
gave that of Art-xerxes to his ſen, and thoſe of Statira and Pariſatis to the Queen 
his wife, and the two Princeſſes his daughters. Theſe names alfo are held in ſuch re- 
verence among the Perfians,that they have never given them but to their Queens,and 
to their Princeſſes, who hardly ever bore any others. The former names of the Queen, 
and of the Princels her fiſter, who were born awhile before their father came unto the 
Empire, were Caſſandrs and Exridice ; *twas under thoſe they patt the firſt years of 
their age, and ſecing themſelves reduced to the neceſſity of forſaking thoſe for ſome 
time,which the change of their quality had made them take; they believ'd that in that 
ſecond revolution, they could not do better, then toreturn to thoſe they had born 
* during their former fortune, when they were info tender an infancy, that few were 
likely to have preſerved the memory of it; they having alſo loſt the hope of command- 
ing the Perſians any more, and with it the defire of keeping thoſe names which ap= 
pertained only toheir Sovereigns.It was therefore by thoſe of Caſſundra and Exridice 
that Pariſatis commanded Polemon to call them, and 1 accuſtomed my {cIf fo wellto 
it, that whenever I ſpeak to them fince, I always call them ſo, Potemon and his family, 
who ſerved them with an exczeding great zeal, and who knew what they owed unto 
their Princeſſes could not get the habir of it, but the Quzen commanded them fo ex. 
prefly, that they were conſtrained to obey her, and to uſe themſelves to forget reſpe&, 
that they mighr not ſay any thing that could diſcover them to their domeſfticks, Vart 
of that ſecond day was paſſed, when in ſtead of Perdiccas whom we expefted, we ſaw 
his brother Alceras enter in a trouble, and bearing marks in his face of a very ſenſible 
grief, the Princeſſes having acked him the cauſe, he told them thar Perdiccas, as he was 
coming to viſit them alone, to the end his vitits mighe be theleſs raken notice of, had 
met Lyſmachus who had defied him,an 1 fought with him upen their quarrel,and that 
after a long combat which had bin parted by ſtrangePafſengers, Perdiccar had received 
two very deep wounds, but that the Chirurgjions give affurance they were not dange- 
rous, nor capable'to keep him long in bed ; and that his brother ſeeing himſelf by that 
accident deprived of the means ro wait upon them, had commanded him to ſupply his 
place, and in his default, to do them all the ſervices they could hope for from himſelf. 
The Princeſſes who had ever believed that Lyſimachws would not leave their wrongs 
unpuniſhed, and that he both loved Pariſatis enough , and was generous enough 
not to forſake their intereſts, for any conſideration of his own, by this news received 
a ſtrong confirmation of it; but though this ation was very obliging to them, and 
that they valued the perſon of Lyſimachus much more then that of Perdiccas, yet did 
they teſtifie to Alcetas that they participated in his trouble,and were extreamly for: 
for his brothers misfortune ; they prayed him to affure him of it, and within a while 
after,Alcetas being gone, they began to diſcourſe upon that adventure,$ to deliberate 
Bbb between 
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between them whether they ſhould diſcover themſelves to Lyſimachus, and let him 
know the condition they were in ; bur while they were in this converfation, Alcione 


Polemon's daughters came into the Chamber, and pur a new diſquiet into the Queens 


mind, by the news ſhe brought. The Princefles made ſome reckoning of that woman 
by reaſon of her beauty,and of many marks of diſcretion,and virtue they found in her, 
and at that time having received her with a great deal ct goodneſs ; We have in the 
houſe (aid ſhe) a new gueſt very much wounded, 1 am not certain that I know him, 
bur if the change which ſome years, and the loſs of blood have cauſed in his face, did 
not razc out ſome cf the old1dez's,] ſhould believe it to be that great Prince of Scyrhia, 
whom I have ſeen heretofore at Babylon near the late King Darixs, whom the whole 
Court adored for his virtue, and who gained the reputation of the braveſt and ya- 
lianteſt man in the world. Scarce had Alcione ſpoke theſe words, when the Queen 
wuched at the heart with them, fell into a cold ſweat all over, and began to tremble 
from head to foot, like a perſon quir= befide herſelf. The Princeſs her liſter and 1 
obſerved it, and knowing the cauſe well enough, did what we could to hinder Alcione 
from perceiving it,and having ſent her upon ſome errand to get her out of the Cham» 
ber, we remained alone with her ar mcre liberty. Then by her wandring look: ex. 
preſſing the agitation of her ſou], Siſter (faid the) conſider but my fortune a litcle,and 
if this news be true, ſce by what a redoubling of diſaſters ſhe overwhelms me, She 
accompanied theſe few words with two or three {tgh*, and while Pzriſ.:tis full of 
thoughts like her, muſed upon that adventure without *anſwering, I could not dif 
ſemble my opinion, and nor ſeeing thoſe misfortunes in that encounter which ſhe 
complained of, Madam (ſaid 1) I know not what occation you have to affli& your 
ſelf at this news ; and in the condition of your affairs, | do not belicye you ought with 
erouble to receive the return of him, from whom of all men living you may hope for 
moſt aſſiſtance. Huld thy tongue (ſaid the Queen) hold thy rongue Cleone, and better 
underſtand a mind,which cannot fuffer any memory but that of Alex.mAcr;ſcarce have 
I'begun to weep far that deceaſed illidtrious husband, but Oroondates comes back to 
me,Orocndates that d:ar ſcourge of my days, from whom I cannot receive that ſuccour 
thou propoſeſt ro me as from other'men;doft thou believe | can with an indifferent eye 
ſee that man whom I have lov'd ſo well, and that man who in ſpite of all my conſide- 
rations, and of all my loſſes, 1cannot yer keep my ſelf from loving ? and deft thou 
think Loughr, or can ſee himotherwiſe, .I who am widow to Alexander the Great, 
I who began but two days (ince to ſhead my tears tor the loſs of an husband, the grea- 
e:ft ofall men living,and I who ought to adm't no other remembrance but his, unleſs [ 
will make my ſelf worthy of my miſcries and become the ſcorn of the whole earth2be. 
fides theſe conſiderations of honour, dofſt thou believe that theſe tender thoughts of 
love which I really have for the memory of my dear husband, will be diſperſed by the 
return of Oroomdates ? and doſt thou judg alſo that the powerful charafter of my firſt 
affeFion can be blotted out by the remembrance of what I ow to the aſhes of Alex- 
ander ? The Queen pronounced theſe laſt words with tears and fivhs, which put her 
fiſter and me intoa perplexity little different from hers,8 afterwards ſhe brought forth 
others which were ſo moving, that perſons the leaft capable of piry, would have been 
deeply touch'd with them. I proteſt to you, Sir,with a great deal of truth, that I was as 
_ for your return as ic was poſſible for me to be for any thing,and that I imployed 
the credit I had with che Queen to baniſh thoſe Graples out of her mind, which 
oppoſed your re-eftabliſhment. I repreſented to her that thoſe reaſons which during 
the life of her husband, ſhe with juſtice mighe have alledged to defend her ſelf againſt 
your love,ceaſed with their cauſe,and that the gods in taking Alexander from her,had 
alſo taken away all the ot: ſtacle they had placed between you and your felicity ; that 
it was true, the loſs ſhe had ſuffered was very freſh. but that alſo in the misfortune of 
her affairs, and even inthe peril of her life, ſhe might lawfully make uſe of a man, to 
whom ſhe had ſo many former obligations, and to whom ſhe had been given by the 
King her Father, without being accuſed of a lightneſs with which percharce one 
might have reproached her, if after the death of the King her husband, ſhe had con» 
tinucd in her former fortune, or but ſo much as in any ſafety; and in ſhort, lugs 
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a)l that I thought reaſonable in your defence, and the Princefs her fiſter, who all ber 
lite time, had approved a ftriit {verity, finding a great deal of reaſon in what I aid; 
coneented her felt with hearing it without arguing torr or againſt itz and having:als 
ways perfe&ly eſteemed your perſon, though her thoughts were the ſame with: the 
Queerr, ſhe would do nothing that might prejudice you. The Queen was not at all 
ſhaken by my words, but after ſhe had given me liberty enough to ſpeak my mind; 
Know Cleve (faid (he) that beſides the intereſts of my honour, and of my digniry, 
Love is as powerful in my ſoul for Alex:nder, as it was heretofore for Oroondates : 
theſe two affeftions combat in my heart with an equal advantage, but duty which rakes 
part with the latter and the more legitimate, makes the viftory turn. to that fide , 
Alexan1er is dead,'tis true,but my afte&ion is not dead with him;and having been re- 
ally ſuch as it ouvht to be, | have nodifficuley to accommodate my duty with its 
But, Madam, (faid I) what ſhall become then of this poor Prince, whom you precis 
pitate more then ever into that ſea of misfortunes, out of which after ſo many crofles, 
the goodne(+ of the gods ſeemed to have delivered him ? In this (replyed:the Queen) 
the gods labour for his repoſe and mine, he ſhall live in the ſame{error with the.reft of 
men, and the belief of my death will make him retire into his Country, where he will 
live with more tranquillity then he has done formerly, Ah! Madam (cryed I) how 
full of inhumanity and ingratitude is this diſcourſe ? you know Oroondates, and thi 
love he bears you too well, to believe he can live after the news of your death ; What, 
will you have the heart to hear he is ſo near you, without letting him at leaſt kno 
that you are alive, to prevent by that knowledge the violent reſolutions; which that 
errour wherein you would have him live would doubtleſs make him take ? If. you 
could anſwer for Oroondates (ſaid the Queen haſtily) that he ſhould love-me no more; 
or that he ſhould no more require an afte&ion from me, which I no more can allow + 
to man, I would fee him, and draw a great deal of conſolation from that fight z- but 
Cleone, do you think you could obtain this of him for our common repoſe > In this 
propoſition (replyed I) there is (o little likelihood, and fo little juſtice, that will ne- 
ver make it to him while I live, Talk to me no more on't then (anſwered the Queen 
fince there is Icf- of both, in that you defire of me. The Qn1cen ſpake theſe laſt words 
in ſuch an imperious way that I durſt argue no longer, and | believ'd it notbe&#roſer 
my ſelf ſo ſcon to overcome her will, in which perchance time would 'morecafily 
make an alteration z wherefore1 only ſaid, Do not torment-your ſelf ſo much, Ma= 
dam, with the perſecutions you apprehend from that poor Prince, perhaps Alciune 
may be deceived , and if it ſhoul be really he, what do we know but: that his 
wound may be mortal, and that he may quickly be in a condition to leave you inthat 
repoſe you ſo much defire, The Qneen was not well pleaſed with that reply, as 
I found by her looks ; and faliing of a ſudden into a fatal thought, If Orootd ates die 
(addel ſh2) I will intallibly die with him, and though my ſiſter diſapprove theſe-vio- 
lent paſſions, 1 will neverthelefs confels before her, that I ſhould find lefs difficulty in 
dying for him, then in conſenting to ſee him again. We were in this diſcourſe when 
Alciane came back from the errand ſh: had been ſent on, and having enquirotlof her 
concerning their new gueſt, ſhe told us that according to the Chirurgions report his 
wound was not mortal, that ſhe had ſeen his face a ſecond time, and thatithough he 
| endeavoured very carefully to keep him/elt from being known,ſhe was mbrethenever 
confirmed in her opinion that it was Prince Oroondates, The Queen trembled at this 
confi-mation, but ſhe difſembled her ſenſe of it before Alcione, and calling metoher 
bed-fide, ſhe talld with me a great while of you, intermsfull of the marks of a 
violent paſſion, but of a paſſion. that was ſubjc& unto her duty; and that ſtared;;and 
trembled at the memory of Alexander ; ſhe paſſed all the night in cruel, ? 
and theſe new diſquicts mingled themſelves ſoftrong'y with the former;that they ba» 
niſhed out of her mind all the hope of quiet which yer was keft: there ; If-rhe remem- 
brance of Alexander came into her thoughts, with .its moſt powerful advantages, iyou 
preſently appeared before her in the moſt lovely charming torm.yau —_— and if 
that figure wrought any defe& upon her hears, the memory of 4lxonder again bani- 
ſhed it as a criminal ſeducer,or as au eaemy woſe very approaches ARR 
2 Bbb 2 er 


776 CASSANDRA. Part Ul. 


her reputation 3 if in the moſt violent of her thoughts ſhe cryed out, O 4lexander ! 
© @romdater ! would ſhe add inſtantly after it ; yer ſhe brought forth that laſt 
name, but as it were by ſtealth; and that conſtraint ſhe uſed upon her ſelf m favour of 
it, made it more dear to her, then if ſhe had pronounced it in a perfe® ſiberty, The 
wholc night was ſpent on this manner :; neither her wearineſt, nor her former warch- 
ings being able to bring ſleep upon her eye-[1ds, and the Sum no ſooner appeared in 
her Chamber-window, but her crac] —_— making her hate her bed, ſhe cail'd 
to meto bring her cloaths ; I gave her thoſe thae were deſtined to her fince the change 
ofher name, which were Polemor's daughters, and which, as plain as they were, took 
off nothing from the Majeſty of her ordinary luſtre, She was hardly ready, when be« 


ing defirous to clear her doubts with more affurance, the ſent for old Polemon in 


whom ſhe had already found a great deal of underſtanding, diſcretion, & zeal to ſerve 
hier ; and as ſoon as he was at her Chamber door ſhe reſted her ſelf upon his hand, 
and wene down alone with him into the Garden, where ſhe ſought out the moſt pri. 
vate walks to entertain him with more liberty, and leſs danger of- being difcovercd 
but ſcarce had ſhe begun to propoſe her doubts to him, when ſhe faw her ſelt cloſe 
by ewo men, who as we have learned fince, were Lyſimachws and Araxes : the was 
at that fight, and being unwilling to be known, ſhe rurned away of a ſud- 
den, and leaving Polemoz, went out of the garden at a little door, which led her into 
the Wood. Within a while after, Polemon being, come into our lodgings, rold rhe 
en that he was no more able then his daughter to inform her teuching what ſhe 
detired to know of him, but that,his thoughts agreed with Alcione*s,and that he belies 
ved, as ſhe did, that the wounded ſtranger was the Prince of Scythia ; that he had nur 
bin able to learn any thing of it from them that ſerved him, whether it were that they 
were ignorant, or that they had order to conceal it ; that all he could gueſs at by their 
diſcourſe was,that pofſefſed with ſome violent griet he had given himſelf that wound, 
and that thoſe that looked to him had all the difficulty in the world to perſwade him 
to live, and ſuffer his cure to be endeavored. No ſooner had Polemon given the Queen 
this information, but ſhe gueſſed at the truth of that adventure, and judged by her 
former knowledg of your love, that the news of her death bad caſt your ſoul into 
thatdeſpair ; this belief redoubled (if it were poſſible) her affe&ion to yeu, and made 
her think of finding out ſome mean: to ſee you without being ſeen of you. What (ſaid 
ſhe to her ſelf) ſhall I have thrown my dear 0Or--n4ates into this danger, and ſhall 1 
have receiv'd this laſt, this potent mark of his love to me, and ſhall I know him {6 
near me without ſeeing him? Ah / no, my duty, you ſhall not be fo ſevere, I will not 
forget you, though I ſee my dear Orontes, and 1 will be fo circumoed in this ation, 
thatyou ſhall be ſure to receive no offence by it. But miſerable Statira, what would 
become of thee, if Alexanders ghoſt ſhould preſent It ſelt to thee in this viſit, and 
reproach thee with thy lightneſs in a threatning voice ? My body (would it fay to 
thee) hath not yet received the rites of burial, and doft thou run ingrateful woman 
to new affeftion ! Doſt thou ſeek occafions to forget me, thow whom I have fo 
dearly loved ; while the whole carth, whereof I have been the terror, is in a general 
deſolation ? Ah, dear and glorious irit, give ſome truce unto thy juſt reſentment, 
and conſider that I am not guilty of infidelity, for being a little ſenſible; I reverence 
thee as much as I oughc, and as thou canſt wiſh; but I am ſo much indebted to poor 
Oroondates, that if thou werrt alive, thou wouldſt not forbid me thy ſelf to ſee him for 
ſome few moments in a condition to which I alone have reduced him. Afﬀeer having 
carr this manner, ſhe reſolved in the end to ſee you, if ſhe could do it 
e danger of being diſcovered , and for that defign, having conferr'd about it 
cowards the evening with Alcione, and told her that very important reaſons obliged 
her ro certifie her ſelf with her own eyes, whether or no it were the Prince of Scyrbis, 
the was long contriving ways with her, and having found them all too dangerous, 
ſhe hearkaed a lictle to the laſt Afcione propoſed, Madam (ſaid ſhe)at the end of 
« gallcry'to which I can lead you by a back ftair,” there is a little door which opens iy 
ro the ſpace on the far fide of his bed, cloſe to the head of it, *is ſeldom made 
bur comard che gallery zand if tomorrow morning before thoſe thar wait upon kim 
come 
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come inwo Me on, HE will have me bring yon in at that doorgic will 
not be hard for me to do ſo,and if any body ſhould come in while you are you 
mayeatily get out the ſame way and not be perceived by any body ; it will be 
needful wo learn if he be afleep,and for that I will goin firit,and looking in at 
the curtain will bring your Majeſty word. The Queen found a great deal of hazard in 
this propoſition, and was long betore ſhe could approve of ic, but at laft, the ardent 
defire ſhe had to ſee you, made her paſs over all manner of difficulties, and reſolve 
blindly to follow A/cione, ſhe would not venture upon it without communicating 
it eo the Princeſs her lifter , and that ſcrupulous Lady, not being ablero yield ro ir, 
acgued long againſt that deſign, with many ſpecious reaſons z but in the end know- 
ing how much ſhe diſpleaſed the Queen in oppoling her intention, the agreed to her 
defire, and would needs accompany her to the door her ſelf, 
The day hardly began to appear, when the two Princeſſes were ready, and Alcione 
being their guide, led them through the garden while every body was yet aſleep. The 
went trembling up the ſtairs, and it by the accidents of her life ſhe had not 
been accuſtomed to great and dangerous things, ſhe would never have had courage 
enough to execute that enterprize, When ſhe was in the Gallery, Alcione ed your 
Chamber-door very ſoftly, and went gently to your beds head ; heminds place 
was ſomething dark, it received light enough by opening of that door, to let Alcione 
ſee your face was turned towards her,and thar = were aſleep ; when ſhe was certain 
of it, ſhe came back to the Q teen who Rtaied for her with fears & impatiencies which 
are not imaginable ; ſhe went in nevertheleſs, but with inward ſhiverings, and ap- 
prekenſions which put her almoſt belides her (elf ; when ſhe was by your beds fide, 
and that by the opening of the curtain, ſhe diſcovered the face which ſhe had fo ex« 
treamly loved, and which neither loſs of blood, nor che darkneſs of the place could 
hinder her from knowing, her affe&ion tranſported her in ſuch manner, that ſhe was 
like to have gone beyond the bounds of modeſty,to follow rhe violent motions which 
that ſight awakened ; yet was the Miſtreſs of her ſelf in that occafion, as ſhe had . 
been in all the ations of her life, and that conſtraint made her fall into a wondrous 
great perplexity ; ſhe looked upon you as much as the light would give her leave, 
with thoughts enflamed by her former paſſion, and with raptures of love, which the 
hath fince confeſſed to me as crimes ; ſhe was often even upon the point ro waken 
you, and todiſcover her ſelf to you, by all the modeſt proots you could defire of her 
affetion ; but ſhe was as often difſwaded from it by thoſe ſevere ſcrupulous confides 
rations I have already told you. Muſt it needs be fo (faid the very ſoftly) muſt it 
needs be ſo, my dearly loved Oromes, that you ſhould be longer ignorant of the 
eſtate of your preſent condition, and that, for weak conſiderations, I ſhould uſe a 
violence upon my ſelf which kill- me > muſt I conceal my face from him, ro whom 
My heart was never cuncealed, and mult 1 refuſe him my very fight, to whom I have 
totally given my ſoul ? Ah ! no : vain ſhadow of an unjuſt reputation, oppoſe thy ſelf 
no more againſt ſich juſt, and fuch powerful motions, thou tyrarmneſt over me 
too inhumanely, my dear Orontegmuſt ſee me,and muſt receive at leaſt this ſatisfaRi« 
on, for ſo many ſervices as he Path done me: In this thought ſhe pur forth her 
arm to waken you, but at that very inſtant the remembrance of Alexander came ins 
to her mind, which not only diverted her from that deſign, but alſo made her bluſh 
at that intention, and at the eftate in which ſhe ſaw ber ſelf, What, (faid ſhe again) 
IsIt then the wife of Alexander the Great,and of Alexanderdead bor three ward, 
that runs impudently to ſeek a man that has loved her in his very bed ? This i 
confounding her, and Rirring her up againſt her ſelf made her riſe from the chait 
where ſhe fate, t© go out of the Chatniber, which ſhe began to look upon as n plact 
of ſhame and reproachts her, Letw fly = ſhe in anger) ler us fly from a place 
fatal to our reputation, and make amends for the fault we have committed, by a firm 
feldluelon never to do the like again while we live. But at the moment bf that 
fation, ſhe could not forbear caſting back her eyes upoty you, and that obje&t 
wbly diſfipating her ſeverer thoughts, pull'd ber back with more weakneſs, and more 
then before, Oh !10romtcr (added ſhe with a deep &agh) —— 
cep 
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keep ones reſolutions againſt you, or rather how difficule it is to ſee you, and remem- 
ber you withour loving you? In this confuſion of mind they floated,fo long that 
the Sun beginning to appear, brought light into the whole Chamber : but ſhe for 

ot her ſelf ſo ſweetly near you, that ſhe took not notice of the ſtay ſhe made, and 
- ſeveral difquiers had fo diſtrafted her, that I believe ſhe would have ſtayed there 
longer, if he had not heard you ſigh twice or thrice, and ſeen you awhile after 
ſtretch forth your arms, and open your eyes. Nothing but you wakening was able to 
make her go out of the Chamber ; but beſides that, ſhe at the ſame time heard the o- 
ther door open, and being unwilling to be ſurprized, ſhe ran haſtily away, and ſhut- 
ting the door after her, went back to Alcione, who waited for her in the Gallery, 
from whence the Princeſs Pariſatis was gone away before, having perceived a man at 
the other end of it. 

This diſcourſe of Cleones, recalling into the Princes mind the remembrance of his 
Viſion; O, Statira (cried he) I ſaw you for all the ſaddennefs of your departure, 1 
faw you vaniſh like lightning,but my thoughts never reached the truth of this adven- 
ture, I rook you your ſelt to be but the Ghoſt of my Queen, that came to demand the 
revenge I owed her againſt her barbarous murtherers ; the Prince Lyſimachw, who 
had a glimpſe of Princeſs Pariſat# in the Gallery,had the ſame conceit ; 1 was far e- 
nough from imagining, that at that ſame inſtant while I bewailed your loſs with tears 
of blood, and while | preſerved the remnant of my miſerable lite to revenge your 
death, you could be ſo near me, as not to vouchſafe to draw me out of that error 
which had brought me {o near unto my grave; the gods would have me iguorant of 
it then, but *tis their pleaſure I ſhould learn ic now, that 1 might receive confirma- 
tions of your hard-heartedneſs toward me, 

If you have found her {oin other encounters (replied Cleone) 1 do not think you 
have any cauſe in this ation to complain of her, nor ought you to take it as a light 
mark of aff:&ion in a .perſon of her quality and humour; and, to fay truth, ſhe 
eſteemed it one of the boldeſt and moſt dangerous ſhe had ever ventured upon in all 
her life; and if you had:defired part of her blood from her, ſhe would more eaſily 
have granted jt then ſucha vilitz She came away ſo troubled, that I feared ſome 
ſtrange accident had happened to her ; and ſhe told me all with ſuch tender moving 
expreſſions, that ſhe drew tears of compatlion from me. 1 have ſeen him Cleone (aid 
ſhe) I have ſeen poor Oromdates, but *rwas only to redouble my grief the more 
heavily ; as pale as he is, he is yet as lovely as ever he was, and I would it pleaſed the 
gods,that either he had ceaſed to be ſo,or that I could ceaſe to be ſenlible,or ceaſe to 
live, fince it is not their will that I ſhould live for him. After many diſcourſes of 
that nature, 'ſhe went forch in the Wood, where the ſought out the moſt gloomy 
ſecret places-to, truſt her ſorrows to them and, that they might bear a ſhare in them, 
ſhe took: a bodkin which l-pave her, and wrider the name of ( aſſandre engraved part 
of her diſcontents upon the Rocks, and upon the barks of the trees. After that day ſhe 

afſed ſome others in theſe ſad impleyments, without being able to reſolve todiſcover 
hier ſelf to you, nor to attempt the hazard of a ſecond vilit, and I know not whether 
ſhe could have perſiſted in that mind, but ſhe received a ſurcharge in her affiiftion 
which utterly caſt her down, and which, joyned to her other ſorrows, put her intoa 
feaver which made her keep her bed, almoſt all the time that you did ſo; it was the 
news of the death of Queen Syſigembis, whom their loſe, together with her grief for 
that of Aexander,had brought unto her grave, which ſhe voluntarily preferred before 
the life ſhe could'lead after the death of thoſe that were ſo dear to her ; The rwo 
Princeſſes were fo infinitely ſorrowful for the loſs of that great Queen, that they were 
hardly to be comforted, and if Princeſs Pariſatis had not ſtriven againſt her grief,to 
take careof her ſiſter ih her ſickneſs, ſhe would quickly have beenfin a condition little 
different fromhers. During all the time the Queen kept her bed, all her thoughts 
were divided between you and her deceaſed husband, ſhe never faid any thing that 
could fhew any trouble for the loſs of Darius his Empires,nor of thoſe which ſhe had 
fince patfefſed with Alexander in more glory then any Princeſs of the world ; ſhe ne- 
ver thought of the fall of her houſe, nor of the proſperity of her enemies,and the liczle 
power 
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power ſhe had to reverſpe her ſelf on them , ſhe never envied Roxanz's fortune, nor 
ever made any complaint againſt her, bur fhe appeared afflifted only for having loft 
Alexander ; and for having loſt the hope ofpcflefimg Oroondates without blame; She 
acked me how you did a hundred times a day, and I informed my 1elf of Alcione and 
PMemor, that I might tell her, We quickly heard that Lyſimachw was with you, and 
the Princefs Furidice learn'd that news with inward alterations, able to fhew that ke 
was not indifferent to her ; but ſuch was her humour, that after that which had 
fled between them, and which was commcnly known, ſhe would have been more 
unwilling to diſcover her ſelf tro him then to all the men in the world, That bigh 
ſeverity cauſed a great deal of conſtraint in her, and 'twas not without much ado 
that ſhe concealed her ſelf from him to obey that regular virtue, yet did ſherake 
ſach care to hinder all communication between your lodging, and ours, that your 
people never ſulpeRted any thing of our abode, and Alceras who vilited us often, but 
alwayes by night, never had the lcaft ſuſpirion of Lyſimachws his being in the hevſe , 
true it is that Polemon,and his tamily,ſhewed a moſt difcreet fidelity, and the Princels 
repreſented the importance of the ſecret to them with ſuch a charge,that they keprir 
inviolably on bcth (ides ; nor was the danger {mall ; for if thoſe of Perdiccas his Par 
ty had known where Lyſimachus was, they would have taken arms to revenge them- 
ſelves upon him; and, it Ly/imzachus had not been ignorant of Alceta's coming hither, 
he would have diſcharged part of the hatred upon him, which he bore unto his bro= 
ther ; but the order the Princeſs rook in it, and Polemon by her command,prevented 
all che miſchicfs that might have hapned by choſe encounters, if the bulinefs had not 
been managed with a marvellous care. The Q recn affiſted her ficknef6 as much as 
poſſibly ſh: could, that it might have ftrength cno'1gh ro make an end of her, yet did 
ſhe recover whether ſhe would or wo, and left her bed the ſame day that you did 
her feaver having neither been Jong nor violenr,ſhe loſt not mach of her ſtrength, md 
within a few dayes after her being up again, ſhe had no necd to keep her Chamber, 
Bur a* that was the time of her recovery, and of yours, ſo was it likewiſe of Perdiccas, 
and that ſame eov-n he came to vitit h-r, accompanied only by his Brother ; the 
Princeſſes received him very civilly,8& after ſome ordinary diſcourſe, Perdiccas repre 
ſented to the Cueen that this place of retreat was too near to Babylon, and that ſhe 
had madea Joneer ſtay here then was fitting for her ſafety, but that the Queen's 
ſickneſs, and hi- wounds had been the cauſe of it,and that it wa neceffary to think of 
retiring to ſome other houſe, that was buth ſtronger and further from Kexang, The 
Q'centrembled at this propotiticn, and chouph ſhe had not reſolved to let you ſee 
her, yet cou!d fh2 not without griet, think of guing away from you, but becauſe ſhe 
faw a great dealof reaſon in t, and that the had but little power to contradit Per- 
diceas, ſhe oppoſed ir not, and only told him, that her iif2 was 00 full of miſe-es 
to take fo great a care of ir, and that, whi-herſvever ſhe retired, the RV ſhould carry 
her unfortunate deſtiny along with her. Perdiccas went aw2y preſently »frers and 
the Q'1cen more diſquieted then the was wont to be, palied rhe reſt of the night 
wichout ſpeaking hardly ſo much as a word to us ; I heard her ttzh in her bed with 
more th:n.uſual vehemence, and the next morning as ſoon as | was up, {h- called 
me to her,and taking one of my hands,which ſhe preſſed berween hers , Cleme (aid 
ſk) thou ſect me now both in the greateſt troubles of mind, and in the gr-2: oft 
weakneſſee that ever I was in fince I was born. In ſhort, Cleone, my conſtancy +: ar 
an end,and do I what I can todraw it out a few days longer,jit is impollible for me to 
conceal my ſelt from poor Oroondates ; belides the incitements of mine own inclina- 
tion, which are powerful enough to make me break through very great difficulries, 
when I remember what tha poor Prince hath done and ſuffered for me,and the con- 
dition to which he is yet reduced by his love to me, 1 feel a remorſe which tells mel 
am too blame, which robsme cf my reſt, and which deprives me of the tmeans of re- 
fiſting my inclination , vet will | riot let it carry me beyond what I ovght to do, 
and I ſhall be enough miſtreſs of it, to perſevere in the defigri I have takento ſhut 
up all my love within Alexander's tomb; bat O ! Cleone, 1 can no lohyer, conceal 
from him that1 am alive ; the news of my death has already drawn mach hr 
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"blood, and if he continue in that belicf, he will at lat breathe out a ſoul,from which 
. Mine cannot be ſeparated by any reaſon, nor by any violence ; 1 would have him 
"know I am ftilt inthe world; but in telling him that news,I would diſpoſe him never 
'to hope any thing more from me ; this knowledge ſhall make me loſe nothing of 
the empire I alwayes have had over him,/and I am certain he is obedient and ſubmiſ. 
five enough, to regulate his will by mine , he loves me too well, and my reputa- 
tion is too dear to him, to deſire any thing of me that may blaſt it; and if I can do 
nothing in favour of him but a&ions of lightneſs and inconſtancy, he is roo gene. 
rous himſelf ro perſwade me to them. Before we go away from this place, whence 
Perdiceas thinks it neceflary we ſhould remove,l will leave him ſome affurance of my 
life, and of my remembrance of him, but I will not have him conceive unjuſt hope by 
that mark of my affeCtion, and I will uſe ſuch caution in it, as ſhall declare my 
want of power, without giving him occaſion to complain of me. When ſhe had 
ended this diſcourſe which I hearkned to without interrupting it, the Queen called 
for her ciothes, and withdrawiny into a little cloſer, ſhe began to write part of her 
mind to you ; within awhile after ſhe came forth, and commanding me to follow 
her, though ſhe was yet but weak, ſhe went down the ſtairs, and Jeaning upon my 
hand, ſhe took her walk into the wood, where ſhe ſought thoſe places that were 
moſt remote from the abode of men;when ſhe had walked awhile ſhe fate down upon 
a green bank by the fide ofa little brook, and having commanded me to fit down by 
her, ſhe drew forth the Paper wherein ſhe had begun to write : but before ſhe 
read it, Cleone (aid ſhe) I have left my Letter unperfe&, becauſe Ihad not the cou- 
rage to finiſh it, and I had begun it in a ſtile which is little ſutable tothe reſolution 
have taken; although 1 make ſome mention of it, me thinks it is in terms which 
- ſeem to ſhacken much ofits ſtriftneſs, I write to Qroondates under the name of Caſs 
ſandra which you have given me again, but I will give charge to Alcione who (hall 
deliver it to him after our departure, toclear all thoſe doubts this alteration of my 
name may work in him. Having ſaid thus, ſhe gave me the Paper, where by her com. 
mand I began to read theſe words : 


T5 unfortunate and happy Caſlandra; unfortunate by the change of 
her fortune, and happy by the fidelity of her dear Orontes, to ber 
too-faithful Orontes, 


Ah Cleone ! (cried Oroondates interrupting her) *cis enough, I know every word of 
that Letter, which fell miraculouſly into my hands, and which 1 have dearly pre- 
ſerved by reaſon of the reſemblance of the ſtyle, and charaRters bore tothoſe of my 
Princeſs, my belicf of her death. oppoſed that I might elſe have had that ic came from 
her ; and yet it left doubts in my mind, accompanied with ſome beams of hope, 
which I could never clear till now. With that he told her how that Letter fell into 
Araxes his hands, how he had read the words which Caſſandrs had engraven 
upon the Trees and Rocks, and the effe&s that encounter had produced in bis 
_ and having related all that adventure to her at large, Cleone continued 
thus: 

It is true, Sir, that Letter might very well come to your hand, on the manner you 
ſpeak of, for the Queen after having heard me read it,and diſcourſed with me-awhile 
upon that ſubje&, was ſo drouzie with her former watchings, that ſhe ftretch*d her 
ſelf at length upon the graſs where ſhe inſenfibly fell aſleep, and within a while after [ 
kept her company, holdingthe letter till open in my hand, but when 1 wakned again 
I miffed it, and having vainly ſought it with the Queen, who waken'd alfo preſently \., 
after, we return'd the ſame way we came, and retired into our little Hermitage. The 
Queen was very glad ſhe had putneither the name of Statira, nor that of Orocondates 
in the letter, knowing that nothing could be drawn from the reading of it, that could 
diſcover her,$he reſolved to write another before ſhe went to bed, bur the had 
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ſcarce ſupt when ſhe ſaw Perdiccas, and his brother,come into the chamber, After he 
had ſaluted her in his uſual manner, Madam (faid he) you are in very great danger 
if you ſtay here any longer; let us away I beſeech you, and go without deterring, to a 
more affured retreat;you have a chariot here at the door which will carry —— 
in a little time, and there perchance you ſhall be in ſuch a condition, that you ſhall 
but little need to fear your enemies, Theſe words ſurprized the Queen extreamly,and 
though ſhe had prepared her ſelf to go from you, ſhe did not think it ſhould have 
been ſo ſuddenly, and with o little leiſure toctte& her intentions of writing to you 
ſhe had ſome thought to give Alcione order to tell you by word of mouth, what ſhe 
could not write ; but ſhe knew her not enough to truſt her with a buſineſs of that 
importance, nor had ſhe ſo much time as to inſtrutt her in it,and Perdiccas prefled her 
ſoecarneſtly, that ſecing her ſelf at his mercy, ſtanding in fear of him, and not yet 
knowing his defigns, fhe could-not in that haſte take any other reſolution, then that 
of following him blindly, remitting the conduCt of her deſtiny and yours unto the 
gods, We went on this manner from Polemor's houſe, which the Queen could not 
leave, without teſtifying by ſome fighs,how ſorry ſhe was to go from the place where 
you were ; and the Princeſs her ſitter, as great conltancy as ſhe feigned at that depar- 
ture, was not without trouble for having ſo carefully concealed her (elf from Lyſima. 
cus. The Chariot we got into travelled with ſuch ſpeed, that within a ſhort time ir 
carried us to a Caſtle ſome two or three hundred turlongs trom hence, upon the bank 
of the Exphrates, which waſhes the walls of it on one tide, and on all the reſt it is 
encompaſſed with a deep mote, and ſo well fortified both by art and nature, that ir 
would be very difficult to force it. It formerly belong*d to Bagiſtanesgwho had been 
Governor of the Cittadel of Babylon, and fince was fallen into the hands of Pace(tas, 
who was wholly at Perdiccas his devotion. Thither we were carried, and there we 
found a great many ſouldiers for the guard of the Caftle,and of us ; Perdiceas fikewiſe 
had taken care toſend Grecian flaves thither toſerve the Princeſſes ; but after having 
con{tdered all things, and in what manner they were kept, they tound that they were 
priſoners,and that Perdiccas in ſtead of their Prote&or,was become their Maſter. They 
were waited on with much reſpe&,and becauſe Perdiccas,by reaſon of the multicude of 
his affairs, could not make his ordinary abode there, he left the care and cuſtody of 
them to his brother, and contented himſelt with vitting them often, bur exceeding 
ſecretly;he for ſome days carried himſelf t them, with all the reſpe&& all the mode- 
ty they could deſire,burt afterward he began to take a greater liberty,8 by ſome louks 
and ſpeeches made the Queen perceive, he had ſome intention toward her, which he 
had nut yet declared : ſhe was extreamly troubled at that knowledg, but her want of 
power made her difſemble it, while the Princes her iſter who had the ſame caule of 
complaint againſt Alcetas,bechaved herfſelt an the ſame manner. By little and litde the 
two brothers confirm'd theſe ſuſpicions by all their a&tions,& they began to be no Jon= 
ger in doubt, when Perdiccas took off his mack,& impudenily declared unto the Queen 
the deſign he had upon her; they were alone one day in her chamber, and Perdiccas, 
afterhaving entertained her awhile with indifferent talk,changed his ſtyle of a ſudden, 
and ſpoke thus unto her, I dunot hope, Madam, you {hould without ſome ſurpriſe 
nor perhaps without ſome anger, receive the declaration Iam forced to make to you ; 
neither will I wonder, it the daughter of Darixs, and the widow of Alexander the 
Great, think all men below them unworthy to ſerve her. Ic is true, Madam, you have 
held,and may yer hold the firſt place among all the Princeſſes of the earth, & that you 
cannot conſider any man with particular inclinations, without falling from your tor- 
mer dignity ; but the world hath no more Alexanders,and unle( the gods would raiſe 
him again whom they have taken from you, you muſt never hope to find an husband 
of equal merit. As long as he lived, my reſpe& to him made me ſmother the thoughts 
have ever had; and the concurrence of a rival to whoml owed all my fortune, made 
me lay afide thoſe pretenfions, which with juſtice 1 ought not to have quitted but for 
him. Now that the deſtinies have deprived us of him, and that fince his loſs I may 
fay,without vanity or falſhood, tharl know no man greater then my (elf, I may. Ma- 
dam, I may with leſs preſumption own the paſſion I have for you, I know, NN. 
Ccc that 
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that this confeſſion offends you, and I doubted not but you would think it ftrange 


from a man whoſe Queen you once were,and till are fo; bat if among all men living | 
you can make a choice withour abafing your ſelf, dome but the favour to name me + 


one, with whom I may not juſtly difpute for priority. *Tis true, I am nor a King by 


birth, yetam I of Royal blood ; and befides, your Majeſty is not ignorant that I have 


Empires at my diſpoſing, that common Kings are but petty flaves in reſpe&t of Alex. 
anders ſucceflors, and that amongſt them all he pick'd out none but me to poſſeſs part 
of that place he had __ ; that elefion was fo glorious, and fo authentick that it 
ought to be envied by all the Monarchs of the earthy, and 'tis from it alone, I have ta- 
ken courage enough to open my mouth before you, and to raiſe my ambition to a 
glory which cannot worthily be pretended to by any body ; it you judge my temerity 
criminal, accuſe not that vanity of it, which I might draw from ſome advantages 1 
have, but a violent paſſion which a moſt profound, and a moſt due reſpe& hath made 
me cover with a ſilence of many years. I do not repreſent to your Majcſty the ſtate 
of your affairs, nor the need, or rather the neceſſity you have of a powertul ſupport 


againſt a world of interefſed enemies, who find their quiet, and can find their ſafery 


in nothing but your ruine ; this confideration is too weak to uſe any violence upon 
your inclinations,but I will add that to it if you pleaſe, which you may have for'a zeal 
full of reſpe&, and ſubmiſſion, which will make me ſacrifice my fortune, and my life 
it ſelf for your intereſts, and for your contentment. 

The Queen ſtood in need of all her patience, and of all her ordinary mode- 
ration, to hear this long diſcourſe without falling into anger : bur having. ever 
been of the greateſt temper cf all the perſons in the world , and being pru- 
dent enough to conlider the misfortune of her condition , and the power Per- 
diccas had over her, ſhe reſtrained part of that indignation, which in another ſea- 
ſon would perchance have broken out in another faſhion ; and looking upon Per. 
diccs with diſdain , ſhe without being much moved replyed; Have you fo 
ſoon forgotten (O Perdiccas) what you owed unto your King, and have you by this 
change of your fortune, which you alledge to me, loſt the knowledge of your ſelf? 
can that particular efteem which he ſhewed of you at his death, and wherewith you 
ſcem to authorize your fault, juſtifie the offence youdo him ? and in ſhort do youno 
longer remember you are Perdiccas, and that you ſpeak to the widow of Alexander ? 
I know (anſwered Perdiccs) both what I ow unto the memory of my King,and what 
I ow unto the preſence of my Q11een ; but by giving her a ſecond Empire over me, of 
a more noble nature then the firtt, I commit no offence perchance, whereof I may not - 
hope for _ I content my ſelf with the firſt (replyed the Queen ſharply) nay,and 
if you will Perdiccas Ple quit that too, upon condition you will but leave me in quiet, 
and that ycu no more will force me to kearken to words which are an equal injury 
to us both. Iwill obey you (added Perdicecas) as much as poſſibly I can, but you may 
be pleaſed, Madam, to let me conjure you to have ſome confideration of the ſmall 

ſervice Thave done you, ard to remember that bur for Perd:ccas whom ſhe diſdains, 
'the widow of Alexander had not now been in the world. That reproach incenſed the 
Queen yet more, and not being able utterly to difſemble it, whar, Perdiccas (faid 
ſhe) would yort then have me think my ſelf highly obliged to you, for not having 
cut my throat as you had promiſed Roxana ? had Tany way offended you, or had you 
any right over me, that ſhould make me receive my life from you as a favor ? Did you 
defend me againſt any other enemies but your ſelf, and is there any man in the world 
that may not challenge the ſame obligation? Do you believe, that to have pulled the 
widow. of your King, from whom you never received any thing but favours, by vio- 
Tence from amongſt her ſervants,' to have carried her by force unto her enemies, to 
have brought the knife to her very throat, and not to have made an end of her, are 
ſuch ſervices that you ſhould upbraid her with them, and demand recompences for 
them ? do you know any body among all the moſt cruel enemies of our houſe, from 
whom I have not received at leaſt as good offices as theſe? If all men(added Perdiccs? ) 
"had been as deeply interefed in your death, if they had hazarded whatihave done 1 
ſaving you, and if a good part of the world had been propoſed to them for a reward, 
per» 
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chance few would have bin found that would have preferr'd your ſafety before all 
theſe confiderations, Yet is it dearer to me thenall the Empires of the ut *tis not 
to reproach you that I put you in mind of it, but to give you ſome knowledge of the 
advantage your-interelts have in me above mine own, and to gain ſome credit with 
ou,for him who will not be uſe!:{- ro you in this alteration of your fortune. He would 
Co ſaid much more to the Qucen upon this ſubje&, but ſhe commanded him to 
hold his peace,and that with ſo imperious,and ſo majeſtick a look, that at that time he 
had not the confidence to proſecute his diſcourſe, but going from her with a low obei- 
ance he returned the ſame day to Ba/ylon, He was noſooner gone, but the Quieen 
ſent for the Princeſs her ſiſter and me into her chamber, and told us all theſe paſlages, 
but with ſo great indignation,that in my life I never ſaw her ſo extreamly moved. We 
are ſlaves (purſued ſhe) I ſee it plainly, and this number of perſons here about us, is 
only to keep us faſt, and not to defend us; If I were free I would not ſtay a minute 


* ina =_ where this infolent fe'low-has any powerzand if he perſiſt to offend me thus, 


I will leap over theſe walls rather then endure his perſecutions. O Alexander (conti- 
nued ſhe, letting fall ſome tears) it after the loſs of thee, I were capable qa ſecond 
affe&ion, thy memory would be Jefs injured in having him thy ſucceſſor in my heart, 
to whom [ had given it before thee, then in ſeeing this place which was thine, unwor= 
thily poſſefſ-d by this ungrateful man. The Princeſs at the Queens diſcourſe, on- 
ly ſhrunk up her ſhoulders, and by that ation made her comprehend, that ſhe 
thought her fortune was very little different ; The Queen who had begun to take no= 
tice of Alcetas his carriage, gueſſed at her ſiſters deſtiny, and entreating her to let her 
know the truth of it, ſhe at laſt confeſſed chat that preſumptuous man had entertained 
her with diſcourſe almoſt like that of his brothers, and that to authorize his pretenfi- 
ons, he often alledged that Hepheſt:ons birth was not higher then his, nor his perſon 
more conliderable, and that the Queen and ſhe after their lofes, and the utter ruine 
of their houſe, could not find any furer ſapport then thoſe two Brothers, who had all 
the Macedonians,and the greateſt part of the |'rinces at their diſpoſing. Aﬀeer this mu- 
tual knowledg of their difpleaſures, theſe two great Princeſſes began to deplore their 
miſery, and ſhewed a greaterſenſe of this laſt aſſault of fortune, then they had done 
in their apprehenlicns of death; then it was that they both together condemned their 
ſcrupulous ſeverity, and that they repented they had fo obſtinately concealed them- 
ſelves from you,and from Lyſimichus , They would willingly have repaired that favlt 
if it had been poſſible, but they were utterly deprived of means, I cou!d not be per- 
mitred to come out of the Caſtle, and for a buſinzſ{ of that nature, there was no body 
elſe there whom they durſt rruſt, They ſtudied in vain to find out waye, cither to get 
at liberty, or to give younotice of their captivity, and in the end they ſaw themſtlves 
reduced to the neceſſity of hoping for no afliſtance but from heaven, which till then 
ſeem'd to have forgotten them; Alas, Sir, with what diſcourſes did the Queen then 
entertain me concerning you and with how many tears did ſhe deplore your miſe- 
ries; and how many charges did ſhe lay upon me, to juſtifie her memory to you 
after her death; for ſhe was reſolved to ſuffer a thouſand deaths if ic were poſlible, ra- 
ther then abate the leaſt tictle of what ſhz owed to Alcxander,and to your ſelfin favor 
of Perdiccas, It it pleaſe the gods (faid ſhe to me) that thou ever ſee him again, 
tell him.O Clone, that of all the women in tFe world 1 have been the leaſt ingrateful, 
and the leaſt inſenfible ; that I loved him to my grave, with the moſt pure, and moſt 
real affe&ion that ever was, and that I dye his as much as 1 can poflibly, after the gift 
Ihave made unto my hu-band ; but repreſent tothim, that I could not carry my ſelf 
otherwiſe, without being unworthy of that perfe& affe&tion which was all my glory, 
and which after ſo many misfortunes. wherewith my life has been crofſed, would 
make me dye arisfied, if I believ'd I had deſerv'd it ; put him in mind of that ation, 
which againſt his own intereſts he did through virtue, and penerofity, for the ſafety 
of Alexander, and make him comprehend (if thou canſt poſſibly) that the fame rea» 
ſon,, ought to make me conquer my inclinations, that I might not do any thing un- 
worthy of Oroondates his fidelity. This was her talk to me oftentimes, and in the 
interim Perdiccas and his Brother not being repulſed with the firſt anſwers they had 
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received, continued to perſecute them with a great importunity, but they found fo lit- 
tle fat an by it, and ſo many proofs of their diſpleaſure, that they would no 
more have troubled their quiet with ſuch like proſecotions if they had preſery'd 

at all to them. One day Perdiccas having indiſcreetly preſſed the Queen, ſhe 
was kindked with ſuch an extraordinary anger, that looking upon him with eyes full 
of indignation z Perdiccas (faid ſhe) cicher ceaſe to torment me, or put'me again ins 
to Roxane's hands ; that condition will be much more tolerable then your perſecuti. 
ons,and I ſhall endure her cruelties with more patience,then the indignities to which 
you have deftin'd me. As confident as Perdiccas war, he was ftruck mute with that 
reply, bug his brother was not at all more gently uſed by the Princeſs Pariſatis, for he 
having on& again repreſented to her the advantages he pretended above the de- 
ceaſed Hepbeſtion, that brave ſpirited Princeſs, whoſe affc&ions had been excceding 
ſtrong unto her husband, ſeeing his memory injured, had not power enough over her 


ſelf to forbear anſwering ſharply, Hepbeſtion (faid ſhe) was more confiderable then * 


youin all things ; beſides that, his b'rth was better then yours, he by his virtue was 
worthy. of his Kings favour, and:of mine, but you will never deſerve either while you 
live. ; Tie two Brothers ſupported theſe ſcorns with patience enouph, and the Queen 
having one day demanded liberty of Perdiccas, that ſhe might retire to thoſe of her 
neareſt kindred that were lcft, Perdiccas refuſed her openly, and feiening to be offici- 
ous, Madam (ſaid he) I have more care of your preſervation then you your ſelf, and 
I too well know the danger you would run, if 1 ſhould forſake yuu, 1 oughc to give 
account of you to my paſſion, and to the memory of my King, and I conlider borh 
too much to expoſe you to ſuch manifeſt perils. «The Queen knowing certainly by 
this reply, that all hope of liberty was taken from her, had recourſe unto her con» 
ſtancy, and to her ordinary reſignation, and with the Princeſs her ſiſter, ſought for 
comfort in them alone:Beſides the intereſtsI had in their diſcontents, I was nor quite 
exempt hat concerrvd my ſelf, and as unhandſom as I am,l had found a perſecuter 
of  Nicanor; "a near kinſman to Perdiccas, 'and he of all his friends in whom he had 
the greateſt confidence; this man, whether it were that out of complacency he would 
imitate Perdiccas, cr that he thought to oblixe me, by thewing an eſteem of me, or 
that he found fomthing in me which he cur of a blindne( thorght lovely, evpreſleil 
a very particular affc&ion to me, but it was with much reſpet and diſcretion, We 
lived on this manner till that very day, when according, to what I have heard from 
Araxes, you fought the comate in which yeu got thoſe wounds which keep you now 
In bed. That ſame day the Que:n being in her chamber, accompanied only by the 
Princeſs her ſiſter and me, Per«4ceas came in compleatly armed except his head-picce, 
andbafter having ſaluted chem with a countenance more troubled then ordinary, Ma 
dam (faid he to the Queen) you have hitherro ſhewed ſo much averſion to this 
place, and ſo much delire of a more perfeR liberty, that I no longer can reſiſt your 
will, and it you be yetof theſame mind, I will deliver you from this place you hate 
ſo much, and will carry you where you have been ſovereign, andewhere you ſhall be 
freed from my importunitie-. The Queen, who whitherſoever they carried her,could 
not believe her condition worle then it was, reccived that propoſition joyfully, and 
looking upon him with more chearfuineſs then uſually, Yes Perdiccas (faid ſhe) you 
- wiildo us an cxtream good office if you take us from hence, and if you ſer us at liber- 
ty, We will ceaſe to complain of a captivity inſupportable to all free perſons. As 
ſoon as ever you are ready (added Perdiccss) you ſhall be permitted to depart, and 
we will only convey you to the plates where you may be in ſafety, and where you 
will have no more need of us, The Queen was inſtantly reatly, and inftantly reſolv'd 
upon that departure, and going out of the Chamber with Perdiccas, while the Prin- 
cels and I did the ſame wich Alcetas and Nicanor, ſhe went down ſtairs, and fo out of 
that deteſted houſe, Ar the deor we found a chariot with good horſes, and a dozen or 
fifteen horſmen well arm'd toconvoy it. Perdiccas having defired the Queen to get 
up intothe Chariot,he placed her (elf in the hinder end, and was no fooner ſet, but 
Perdicess ſtepping in after her,the boot was preſently put up;and the Chariotecr, who 
had order what he hould do,laſh'd on his horſes, and drove away full ſpeed. Alceto, 
Nzcanor, 
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Nicaner, and all the reſt remained with us, except only one ſervant mounted vpone 
gallant horſe of Perdicca's, who carrying his cask gallop'd after the Charjot. 1 am 
not able to tell you how great our aſtoniſhment was at ſo unexpeRed an' adventure, 
we turn'd our eyes, and ftretch'd forth cur arms toward the chariot z whente-weftill 
heard the Queen's cryes, and ſaw her thruft her ſelf out at the fades, firiving” all ſhe 
could to caſt her ſelf down head-long : but Perdiccas was ftrong enough 'to hold her 
With caſe, and the horſes ran ſo faft, that within a ſhort time we loſt fight of the cha- 
riot. The afflifted Pariſatis ſecing her ſelf kept back by Alcezss, who would not ſuffer 
her to follow the chariot on foot, turned couragioutly toward him,and looking 
him with eyes ſparkling wich anger, Traitor (faid ſhe) 1s this then the liberty thay 
giveſt us, and does thy brother {more baſe and difloyal then thy ſelf) uſe the wife of 
Alexander,and the daughters of Dariws thus ? Ah ! Monſter, if thy rage and his be 
not glutted, proſecute thy crime to the urmoſt, and with that ſword which thou 
weareſt unworthily by thy (ide, pierce this he+rt which (hall never be capable of any 
thing for thee but hatred and deteftation. The deſpairing Princeſs would fain have 
ſaid more;but the impetuouſneſs of her anger,which was not to be reftrained,bindred 
her from expreſſing her ſelf diſtinaly ; and weakneſs ſucceeding that firſt vehemenee, 
her forces forſook her, and ſhe ſunk down upon the graſ*, where I would have held 
her in mine arms, but my gricf and my amazement being no leſs then hers, 1 was not 
able to do her that ſervice, and ſhe was fain to receive it from Alcetas whether ſhe 
would or no. Her grief for the Qucen being carried away, and her apprehengon to 
ſee her ſelf at the mercy of thoſe whom ſhe held for her moſt cruel enemies,made her 
fall into a ſwound, in which ſhe lay half an hour before ſhe came to her ſelf again. 
| then uſed force upon mine own afflition, to give her aſſiſtance, and with often 
throwing water in her face, we made her ſpirits return at laſt. As ſoon as ſhe opened 
her cyes,and ſaw her ſelf cncompafled by Alcetas,and all thoſe armed men, ſhe fell in- 
to her former anger, and the violence of her ſorrow tranſporting, her beyond the li- 
mits of her ordinary moderation, ſhe poured forth a thouſand imprecations againſt 
them. Wicked fellow (ſaid ſhe to Alcerasr) never hope that cither the gods or men 
will leave thy villany unpuniſhed, we are not fo utterly abandoned by them, but that 
the thunders of the gods,and the arms of men may do ſomething in favour of us, thou 
ſhale know that neither all the Face of Darius, nor all the memory of Alexander is 
quite extin& among the Perfians,nor amonett the atone that we arc net (0 
abſc{urely forſaken, but that we may yet arm both tor the ruine of thee and thine.She 
faid many other things to which Alcetas made noreply,and when he had let her vene 
part of her fire,he drew near to her, & ſtriving to put a gentleneſs in his countenance, 
and-to fain compaſſion of her affli tions, Madam(faid he )Jbe not afraid for the Queen, 
nor for your ſelf, ſhe is with him who ot all men! iving has the greateſt paſſion to ſerve 
her; and you have them with you who of all men in the world,have the moſt zeal and 
reſpedt for the Princeſs Pariſatis,'tis the indiſcretion of the Chariotcer, or the mad» 
ne{ of the horſes which ran away with him whether he would or no,thar deprives you 
of the Qv1een's company for a fu moments ; but 1 proteſt to you by all the gods,and 
by whar(vever I acknowledge to be moſt facred, that within a very little time you 
{hall be with her acain, and only ftay for a Chariot to carry you thither preſently ; 
this delay ſhall not be above half an hour, and I wiſh chat all thoſe thunders where» 
with you threatcn me, may fall upon my head, it Ido net punftually execute what 
Ipromiſe you. Though by this adventure the Princeſs had loſt all the confidence ſhe 
mighe have had in thoſe perſons, and that by Perdicear his deceit ſhe had all man- 
ner of cccafion to miſtruſt his Brether, yet did ſhe ſeem to clear up. a little at that 
romile of Alcetas,and ſhe ſuffered me to endeavor as muchas poſſibly 1.could to give 
her ſome c.nſolation, We had nde been thus imployed longer then theeime Alcetas 
had demanded for the arrival of a chariot,when we ſaw one appear indeed;the Prin- 
cefles mind getting a lictle affurance at that fight, and at the proteftations full of 
oaths which Alcetss made to pacific her,fhe roſe up from the place where che was fit» 
ting, and at our ſollicitation went to the chariot, but for fear of being deceived like 
the Queen,ſhe woulds necds have me ger in firlh,& as — 
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only Alcetdr and Nicenor came up to us, and the reſt followed the chariot, which 
Alcetas cauſed to drive after the other,and about an hundred paces wide of the great 
road to Bebjton. We waitcd trembling for our deſtiny,and Alcetas and Nicanor en= 
deavored to reaffure us with the mildeft words their paſſion(whether true or feigned) 
CIRSTn—n afflition was ſo heavy, that we gave little attention to their 
I . 'We had travelled about an hour at a good rate, when we ſaw coming the 
way we went, a man on horſ-back compleatly arm'd, who carried a woma' behind 
him, we did not much confider the faſhion of his arms, but when he was near 
to be diſcerned, we knew the woman to be the Queen ; we were yet in 
doubt of the truth of it, when we were confirm'd by a -cry fhe ſent forth at the fight 
of us. Ah ! See yonder*s my fiſter, cried ſhe to him that rode before her, this en« 
counter troubled Alcetes, and he was ready to have leapt out of the Chariot, but he 
was afraid toloſe the Princeſs, whom he had much ado to hold, wherefore he con- 
tented himſelf with crying out to his people to ſtop that horſman. Thoſe words af- 
frighted not the ſtranger, who getting the Queen «0 alight inſtantly drew his ſword, 
and flew upon our guard with a fury which made them quickly find,that number was 
not able to terrige him. Nicanor ſecing the beginning of that fight, leapt our of the 
chariot, and I, who had already ſeen the Queen my Miſtreſs alight, having no longer 
any body that held me, threw my ſelf preſently after him, and ran to the Queen, 
who being ſtepr a little afide, beheld that unequal combat with mortal apprehenſi- 
ons. Alcetas who ſaw her in that condition, who was loth to let go his hold of 
the Princeſs, or tg fail in Perdiccas his defign,cried out to two of his horſmen to take 
the Queen, and to bring her into the chariot : they obey him inſtantly, and ſeizing 
upon her, while her valiant champion was buſted againſt their companions, in ſpite of 
all the refiftance they could make,vurt her into the chariot, Alcetas commanded them 
to come in with her, and the Charioteer preſently after drove away ſo ſwiftly, that he 
was gone in a moment. Ah!Sir,how infinite was my grief whenl ſaw my dear Miſtreſs 
carried away,and that I cou!d not poſſibly wait upon her,1 never ſtaid to ſee the iflue 
of the fight, the beginniny whereof was very glorious for the ſtranger, and running 
after the chariot, like one in deſpair, I quickly was gotten a good way from thart place, 
but my purſaic was as vain as my cryes; and I grew ſotired with running, and tor- 
menting my ſelf, that after having loſt ſight of the chariot, | fell down quite out of 
breath, and fo extreamly weak, that I wasnotable to get up again. It would be to 
no purpoſe, Sir, to repeat the lamentations I made after ſuch a loſs,my ſorrow wasfo 
great that it would be very hard tor me to expreſs it, bur I continued there more 
dead then alive, till the Sun was almoſt ready to ſer, before Iſo much as thought of 
rifing from the place where I lay, and I know not what wou!d have become of me, 
if a good honeſt Country-man and his wite, who paſſed by that way,and ſaw mein 
that condition, had not taken me up, after they had wiped away my tears, and en- 
deavourcd to give me ſome comfort, they prayed me to go with them to their houſe 
for that night z My fear of being left without help inthe dark, which came on apace, 
made me accept their ofter, but I was ſo weary and ſo weak, that without their afli- 
ſtance it was impoſſible for me to go. Their little houſe is not far from thence, and 
as ſoon as we were come thirher, I entreated them to put me to bed, which they did 
with a great deal of charity;bur the labour, heat and ſorrow had endured,caſt me in- 
toa feaver,and Iwas ſo ill all night, that without the help of thoſe good people, I ve- 
rily believe I ſhould have dyed. All the day following, which was yeſterday, I comti- 
nued in the ſame eftate; and rhough Iremembred you,and would have ſtriven to come 
and bring you this unwelcom news,l found my ſelf not able to leave my bed. The next 
night my feaverabated, and this morning finding it was almolt quite gone, and that 
my ſtrength was a little recovered,1 aroſe, & having made the good woman acquain- 
ted wich my thtention to go to Polemor!s houſe, ſhe told me, it was not above twenty 
or thirty furlongs from hers, and that ſhe and her husband would guide me thither, 
as ſoon as he returned from the Town, whither he was gone to get ſome proviſions z 
I ſtaid for bis ceming back, and preſently after his wife making my defire known to 
him, he offer'd himſelf with her to accompany meſo by their afliftance I came _ 
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where I preſently met Araxes, who was not a little ſurpriſed at that enconnter, and 
from whom I learned your laſt combat, and the condition of your health; Behold 
(continued Cleone) the life the Queen hath led fince your i agus Fc the eſtate 
left her in, I have made you the true recital of it, upon your complaints againſt her, 
and though indeed by your misfortune and hers, you have not received the recom 
e which was due unto your ſervices, yet do [ not believe ſhe is fo faulty roward 
you,as _—_— thould fly to reproaches,which have ſomthing of cruelty in them;and I 
am moſt affured that you have too much generoficy, to refuſe her your aſliftance, in 
thediſaſters ſhe is fallen into, and perchance partly through her love to you. 
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PAR Leone ended her relation on this manner, and the Prince who had 
©, hearkned to her with great attention, finding the conclufion of it 
leG conformable to his belief then to his defire, could not for. 
FX bear by ſhaking his head to ſhew how little credit he gave to 
8 part of her diſcourſe, and having looked a while upon her with- 
out ſpeaking, Cleone (f{aid he) you do ill to flatter my misfor- 
tunes, or to deceive me cunningly your ſelf, I believe you have 
told me the truth in your Miſtreiſes difalters, but in mine you have totally con- 
cealed it from me; in this ( 7eone you are too blame, and if you know me as well, 
as perhaps you may, you cannot doubt but that I will ſerve the Queen, as inconftant 
as ſheis, unto the laſt minute of my lite ; but, O- Cleone, you know 1 am a thou- 
ſand times more unfortunate then you have exprefſed in your diſcourſe, and if I had 
noother cauſes of complaint then thoſe you have mentioned, I ſhould have no new 
occaſion at all. I hadalready given over murmuring .at the advantages Alexander 
had above me ; but thoſe ofa ſtranger, thoſe of a new commer, are inſupportable 
you have not ſpoken ſo much as a word of that in your recital, though you avowed it 
to me ſufficiently in our firſt converſation, and that's the thing Cleone wherein I accuſe 
you of little freedom,and of holding a blameable intelligence with that faichleſs Prin- 
ceſs, which hath ſounworthily forſaken me. Cleone was extreamly ſurpriſed at this 
diſcourſe, and after ſhe had continued a while without replying, Sir (id ſhe lifting 
up her eyes to heaven) if I know any thing more of the Queen's fortune, and yours, 
then what I have told you, I beſeech the gods to add all ſorts of miſeries to thoſe Ial- 
ready ſuffer. Ah !Cleone (replied the Prince with an ation which teſtified his incre- 
dulity) it isnot poſſible you ſhould be ignorant of the Queen's loves, and of that 


rew champion who freed her out of Perdiccs his hands : never ſeem aſtoniſhed at this 
: diſcourſe, 
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diſcourſe, I was fo much as you feign to be, at that crucl proof I received of it; and 
I ſhould have accuſed my own eyes of falſhood, which ſaw her in his arms giving him 
kifles, and ſhewing him kindnefſcs unworthy of her quality, and former vircve, if 
that truth had not been confirm'd to me by the mouth of Perdiccas, With that he 
fuccinRly relaced the encounters he had with the Cavalier who carried the Queen 
behind him, and with Perdiccas wounded, who with the news of his Princeflcs be. 
Ing alive, gave him alſothe news of her infidelity ; and ſeeing that Cleome continued 

filent at the hearing of them, and only called the heavens to witneſs her innocence, 
proteſting ſhe was ignorant of all he told her, and that ſhe had avowed all thoſe 
things which had confirmed his ſuſpitions, out of a belict that his complaints were 

only againſt Alexan1er; No, no, Cleone (purſued he) it is not peflible that 
Rrong an affc&ion, and which, by the proofs I have received of it, goes far beyond 
that which ſhe formerly bore to me, ſhould have eſcaped your knowledg. The birth 

and propreſ; of it hath not been ſo ſudden, and,but for it, the Queen would not fo 

md have baniſhed me at S#/z, and fince the death of her hu*band, ſhe would 

not have concealed her ſelf from me as ſhe did, upon vain weak .conliderations , 

you have alledged nothing that can juſtihe her for it,and if ſhe had not been prepo- 

ſed with that new pafſion, the would not have avoided my ityhrt in a condition to 

which my love to her had reduced me, and at a time when ſke ſtvod in nced of the 

affiſtance ot all her friends. Nogno, lemme; her infidelity is but too much confirmed 

by all manner of circumſtances z and unleſs I would flatter my ſelf, againſt all kind 

of reaſon, and againſt common ſenſe, I canno longer doubt of ir. But *xis no matrer, 

Cleone, this knowledge ſhall not diſarm my hand againſt the Queen's enemies. I for 

her ſervice will give even the Jaſt drup of this blood, which I never was thrifty of for 

her, nor hers ; and,if when it i5no longer neceffary to her, there be any yet remaining 

in my vcins, I wil fini(h the ſhedding of it with mine own hand before her; and if my 

rival be living, I by my death will facilitate his poſſeſſion of a happincfs, whereof he 

can be bur little affured while I am alive. 

The Prince ſpoke theſe words with ſo much vehemence, that Clerne and Araxes 
feared with reaſon, thoſe impetuous motions would impair his healrh ; and he was 
ready to go on, when they came to tel] him that Prince Lyſimachus with ſome others 
were newly alighted in the Gourt,and comine up the ſtairs : this news cauſed a joy in 
the Prince which diſſipated part of the boilings of his choler, and brought back ſome 
calmneſs and ſerenity into his mind and countenance. Lyſimachw entered into the 
chamber,and with him Prol»mews and Exumnenes, rwo Great men,whom the reputation 
of Oroondates had made lovers, or rather ldolaters of his virtue, and who came with 
Lyſmaickus to ſee him, to mingle their intereſts with his, and to offer him their new 
Eſtates, their friends, and their very lives ; their age was little different from that of 
Lyſimachws, and for graceful fathi-m; and greatneſs of courage, they yielded li le to 
him, or any other rerſon in the world, Prolomeus was ſomthing brown, but his face 
was excreding well ſhaped, his eyes ſparkling, and his ftature marvellouſly exaCt; and 
in all his atjons, he ſhewed marks of an extraordinary greatneſs, and ſuch as were 
worthy of that renown he acquired afterwards, by many gallant viories, of one of 
the moſt valiant Princes that ever liv'd. Exmenes was of a fairer complexion, and had 
more ſweetneſs in his eyes, but one mi;'ht obſerve a vivacity in them, which teſtified 
that of his mind ; and to ſay truth he was eſtcemed aboye all Alexander*s ſucceſſors, 
for the prudence wherewith his valor was accompanied,and'twas with a great deal of 
Juſtice, that he had the reputation amongſt them, of one of the beſt commanders in 
the world. Oroondates ſeeing Lyſimachus come in, ſtretch*d out his arms to him, and 
Lyfmachws receiving his welcoms with much affe&ion, and with a reſpe& which he 
had never had to any body but Alexander; Sir,(faid he)ſhall I never ſee you but full of 
wound*? and have the Gods given me the honor of your acquaintance, only to over- 
whelm me with new ſorrows for your ſake? This goodneſs of yours toward me, 
(replyed Oroondates holding him Rill embraced) makes mine more ſenſible to me, by 
your participatin® in them, but *tis with ſome kind of juſtice, fince your fortune (hall 
ever make the beſt part of mine, After theſe firſt endearments, Lyſ:machus preſence 
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his two friends to him z and he had no ſooner named them, but Oroondates havi 
thoſe famous names in veneration,and remembring ſome good offices he had OY 
from them,would have raiſed himſelf upon his bed to receive them, but they oppoſed 
a formality that might be hurtful to him, and looking upon him with an admiration, 
accompanied already with a = deal of Jove, they in the moſt obliging terms they 
cou'd make uſe of in ſuch a like encounter, declared the intention which had brought 
them thither,and beſeeched him to accept the paſſion they had to ſerve him, & to give 
them ſome part in his friendſhip after that of Zyſimschus, Oroondates, highly obliged 
by this civility, being one who in that had never yielded to any body, bowed himſelf 
very low, and receiving their offers with great ſubmiſſion and acknowledgment, he 
made his to them ſo gracefully, that by that ation alone, he perfe&ly gained them, 
and confirm'd the opinion Lyſimachus had already given them of him. The paſſion I 
had for Prince Lyſmachas (faid he with an air full of ſweetneſs and majeſty) could 
not be augmented but by a tavor of the nature of this which I receive, and I ſhould be 
much leſs oblig'd to him for the gitt of Afiz, then for that of two fo confiderable 
friends, Your virtue (replyed Ptolomens) will gain you through all the world as 
many friends, and admirers, as there are virtuous perſons : bur if ſuch as we are, be 
for their own perſons inconſiderable to the greateſt,and moſt generous of all men; yet 
perchance they may not be fo, for the zeal full of reſpet, and freedom which they 
will bear eternally ro you.I ſhould be much too blame(anſwered the Prince)if hence- 
forth 1 ſhould eſteem my ſelf miſcrable, fince fortune repairs the harms ſhe does me 
by ſogreat and important a happineſs; bur as I have little deſerv'd ir,fo will I likewiſe 
acknowledge it as a meer favour which I hold from your goodneſs, and whereof 1 will 
endeavour to make my ſelf worthy by the defire I have to be inviolably yours, Theſe 
complements laſted yet awhile,and thoſe two gallant men beholding Oroondates with 
a marvellous heedfulneſs, remembred the great things they had ſeen him do at the 
bartels of Iſs and Arbela, his admirable enterview with Alexander, and many other 
paſſages of his life, which they had heard related as prodigies, and Oroondates at the 
ſame time called ro mind the obligations he had ro them,and particularly to Eumenes, 
whoat the laſt battel had cauſed him to be taken from among the dead bodies, to be 
cartied to Arbela with a great deal of care, and given fo good order for his cure, that 
he owed his ſafety only to his afliſtance. The memory of that good office in a mind 
like that of O-00ndates, wrought a molt powerful effe&t, and that grateful Prince ha- 
ving made a reflc&ion upon ir, turned roward Exmenes with an humble countenance, 
full of that ſweetneſs which was natural to him, and putting forth his hand to him 
after he had kifſed it, you could do no leſs (faid he) generous Emumenes, then vilit 
one of your creatures, and take ſome care of a lite which you have acquired to your 
ſelf, ever ſince the time that you preſerved it, Emmeney received this complement ex- 
cceding modeſtly, and taking the hand with much reſpe& which he preſented to 
him ; That ſmall ſervice (replyed he) was not worthy of your remembrance, but ſuch 
as it was, 1 am prouder to have done it you, then if I had conquered the beſt part of 
Afia, Orrondates having again returned Exmenes his civility,and given thoſe ewonew 
friends new occaſions to admire him, turned towards Lyſmachws, and with a look 
more chearful then ordinary; Which way (faid he) O my dear companion, ſhall 1 
be ableto acquit my ſelf of this laſt obligation ? certainly (purſucd he a while after): 
the gods have taken care of it, and in making me receive this laſt favour, they have 
furniſh'd me with the means to requite it, with the only recompence whereby it can 
be equalized , *tis with one word alone I pretend to pay you, and without taking any 
thing from the value of the engagement you have laid upon me, 1 believe I may give 
a full ſatisfaQtion, by telling you, it you have not heard ir already, that Pariſats is 
alive, Theetfe of this news appeared inſtantly in Lyſmachas his countenance, and 
he had no ſooner heard thoſe words, but ſuffering himſelf to be tranſported with the 
tirft motions of his joy, he was like to have loft his ſenſes, and his underſtanding ; 
but wichin a while after refle&ing upon the impollibility of it, he fell back into his 
former condition, and crofling his arms upon his breſt, with a ſorrowful geſture, Ah ! 
Sir (faid he to the Prince) what MG Was = you find, in abufing my grief on 
; this 
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this manner, it is the ſame with your own, and I do not think you are ſo fortunate 
your ſelf as to make ſport with thoſe that are miſerable. I knew (replyed Oroondates ) 
that the happineſs I bring you was too great to be believed ; but if I am not worthy 
of faith, learn more certam news of it from Cleove, Theſe words made Lyſimachus and 
his friends turn their eyes upon Cleone, whom they kad not yet taken notice of, and Ly. 
fimachus no ſooner knew her,but he was half perſwaded of his good fortune, he ran to 
her with open arms, and conjuring her preſently to tell him true if his Princeſs was 
alive, he reccived a confirmation from her, which was like inftantly to overcome his 
Spirits ; and to ſay truth, he ſtood in need of all his Forcesto refiſt that pleafing ſur. 
prize, and he remained above half an hour ſo ſtupified, that he was neither capable of 
reaſoning, nor of hearkening to the diſcourſes of his friends : when he was a little fet- 
led, his joy broke forth in a&ions, which nothing but his youth and paſſion could ex. 
cuſe. Ptolomeus and Exmenes were (o concerned in ir, that their expreſſions came not 
far ſhort of his; and running to Cleore, they begg'd of her all together, to make them 
the relation of that admirable adventure,-and to let them know by what prodigious 
aſſiſtance of the heavens, the Princefſes who had been ſtabb'd, -and caſt into two Wells 
could poſlibly avoid death, and deceive the belief of ſo many perſons, who had been 
ſenſibly intereffed in their loſs. Cleone,who was willing to oblige them all, and engage 
them further in the Party of the Princefſes, began the recital again, which ſhe had 
made to Oroondates,and while he was at dinner,ſhe told him all ſhe had before recoun- 
ted : it is true that her narration was much ſhorter then the former, becauſe the cut off } 
all the diſcourſe of the loves of the Queen and Oroondates, which made the belt part of 
it,and contented her ſelf with relating thoſe adventures that were common to both the 
Prineefſes, withour particularizing their moft ſecret thoughts, Ly{machws his joy 
was a little moderated when by the end of that ſtory, he knew his Princeſs was Rill in 
the power of her enemics, and that ſhe had not abſolutely eſcaped a death, which 
they yet might give her ; but he drew matter of conſolation from that which would 
have cauſed diſcontent in many others, and be hoped with probability, that che love 
of the two brothers would ſecure the lives of the two Princefles ; that belief made his 
jealouſic ſupportable, aud permitted his joy to diſſipate part of thoſe forrow+ which 
had cauſed a great alteration in his face. Brave Prince of Scythis (cryed he), let usre- 
vive our hopes, ſince it ſo pleaſes the: gods; our Princefſes arc priſoners, but yet at 
leaſt they are alive, and we are potent enough to pull them out ct the hands of our 
enemies, and make them per th in ſo juſt a quarrel ; thoſe arms we meant to turn 
againſt them for their revenge, ſhall now be imployed for their deliverance, and you 
ſhall ſce ſo many gallant men embrace our intereſts, that you will not diſdain our par- 
It cannot chooſe but be moſt powerful (replyed Oroondates ) being compoſed 

of ſuch perſons as you and your friends, and if- you have the goodneſs to receive me 
into it,I hope I ſhall become valiant by your example,and by the remembrance of the 
Juſtice of your quarrel. In the care you have taken to conceal your ſelf from men 
(added Prolomexs ) your virtue has deceived you, and if you defired your va'or ſhould 
be unknown to them, you ought to have forborn thoſe proofs you have given of it, 
which have acquired ſuch a fame through the whole carth, that no body can be longer 
ignorant of it. You muſt not enter into a party (purſued Eumenes ) whereof you 
ought to be the head, all our companions will voluntarily ſubmit themſelves to you, 
both as to him that is moſt concerned, and as to him that is moſt worthy to command 
them, T know they will make good what I fay, and that they will march under you 
with the ſame confidence as they have heretofore march'd under Alexander, Oroot- 
dates wasalmoft confounded atſo obliging a diſcourſe, and ſeeing ſo many great Prin- 
ces, and at that time ſo many great and potent Kings, yield an honour voluntarily to 
him, which without diſpute they might have carried from all the other Monarchs of 
the earth, he ſeem'd in a manner ftrucken at fo extraordinary a civility : but defiring 
to ſhew. them he was not of an humour to abuſe their offers, nor to be puffed up 
with them, I know too well (faid he) what the whole world ow's to its conquerors, 
and to its Maftcrs, not to render them, with it, what all men render them with juſtice, 
and the conditian of a poor Prince without forces, without ſupport, and without 
means 
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means to ſerve in your party otherwiſe then in his own perſon, cannot be more ad- 
vantageous then to fellow the braveſt and the mot valiant Prince upon earth. He 
accompanied theſe words with many others, to which the Princefs replyed with the 
ſame humility, and after an entertainment full of moſt obliging conteſtations, Lyſima= 
cþus deſired to hear the circumſtances of Oroondates his laſt adventures, whereof he 
had heard nothing but a little confuſed]y,and the Prince to fatisfic him,related his en» 
counter with Perdiceas, that of the Princeſs his fifter, and his combats againſt Arſc= 
comes, and againlt the ſtranger who had put him into that condition, The three Prin- 
ces having hearkned to that recital with admiration, Lyſimachus told him how he had 
learn'd the ſtate of his health, and ſomthing of his combats by one of his ſervants who 
came to him to the Camp, and how Ptolomeus and Exmenes, ſeeing him ready to go 
to viſit him, would needs bear him company, to offer him their Krvices,and to fatisfie 
the defire they had to know a man of {o infinite merit. Aﬀeer this converſation they 
fell upon the diſcourſe of their affairs, and Lyſmacbus giving Oroondates an account 
of what he had done fince his departure from him, made him acquainted that Prolo- 
mes, Eumenes,and he,had ſent to make levies in the territories that were fallen to their 
ſhares z that they had advertiſed all their friends who were gone away toretire to 
theirs;that at the firſt ſending they all had voluntarily jJoyned themſelves with them in 
a league off:nſive, and defentive, and that within a fortnight all their forces were to 
meet at alittle Town but halt a days journey from Babyton;that Perdiccas and Roxana 
made no Ic{s preparations on their tide ; that all their allies mer daily at Babylon ; and 
that the body of their Army was formed on the other fide of the Expbrates, whereof 
they had the paſſage tree, by a great many bridges.that were within the city. Oroon- 
dates trembled with a generous impatiency at this diſcourſe, & expreſſed to Lyſimachus 
his fear of being kept by his wounds from making one in the firſt occaſions, to which 
he wiſh*d for ſome delay, left there ſhould be any thing done without him. But Lyſ- 
machus ſaticfied him with an affurance, that before his- recovery all the forces could 
not be come up, and in a condition to attempt any thing, and that on the other ſide 
Perdiccas his woundWere a great obſtacle to their enemies deſigns, and that if they 
did not ruine their affairs, they would at leaſt retard them, and give a great deal of 
facility and furtherance to theirs. They would have converſed longer if Amintas had 
not put his Maſter in mind,that Oroozdates had diſordered himſelf very much that day 
for a man ſo wounded as he was, and that fo long talking was very prejudicial to his 
health. Lyſimachi being in fear tor a friend cf that importance, carricd the reſt out 
of his chamber,though Ora-dates did his endeavours toretain them, and going down 
into the Garden, they began to walk there, with an intention not to ſee Oroondates 
avain till the next day, 

In the mean time the impatient Tyaleſtris, who guided by Hippolitz was gone in queſt 
of Berenice, had vainly imployed part of the day in ſeeking her ſhe over-ran al the 
plain near to Babylon, and.there was not a place cither upon the bank of the river, or 
in the neighboring woods, whither her atfte&ion had not made her dire& her ſteps ; 
ſh? met no body of whom the did nor inform her ſelf, and ſhe had been at the ver 
gates of Babylon to enquire tar her, but ſeeing her ſearch was unprofitable on that fide 
ſhe had turned back che ſame way towards Polemon's houſe, and leaving it upon the 
left hand,ſhe kept till along by the river ade. The ſeparati6n from ſuch a friend was 
ſo ſenſible to her, that ſhe could find no conſolation. O gods (faid ſhe) did you 
give the acquaintance of fo lovely a Princeſs, to take her from me fo ſuddenly ? and 
muſt you needs deprive me of a happineſs, which ſweetned part of my ſorrows, and 
which I had hardly begun to taſte ? were you not fatished with the pains Thave taken 
in proſecution of my fairhleſs Orontes, without expoſing my body to new toils, and 
my mind tonew diſcontents ? In uttering theſe, and ſuch like words, ſhe came into 
the walk which beginning at the temple of Apollo, reached unto the river fide, and 
turning her head upon the Jett hand, the ſaw the gate of the Temple at the end of the 
alley ; She had often heard ſpeak of thoſe Oracles, and lately of that which Lyſma- 
chus had received there; that remembrance gave her a defire to conſult the god,as well 
concerning the preſent detign which had broughe her abroad, as theſaucceſs of her own 

Ddd 2 fortune, 
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fortune, and ſhe believ'd ſhe ought not to negle that encounter, ſince it was not 
without ſome care of her intereſts, that contrary to her intention the gods had guided 
her ſteps unto that place, In this thought ſhe turned her, and went to alight at the 
- gate of the Temple ; being it was not any curiofity that led her thicher, ſhe ſpent no 
time in viewing the beautics of ir, but making her prayer unto the god, both for the 
recovery of Berenice, and for her own intereſts, ſhe expeQed his anſwer a while, which 
at laft was delivercd to her by the mouth of the Prieſt in theſe terms, 


The Oracle. 


Heaven to thy reſt no more averſe will be, 

Toit = ſiſter” s Deſtiny, 

Since thine, backzo the brother ſummons thee, 
Where thou thy beart, and fortune chang'd ſhalt ſee, 


This anſwer pleafingly ſurprized the fair Amazon, and finding in it more cauſe of 
conſ--lation then ſhe had looked for, ſhe humbly return'd her thanks unto the god 
for the hopes he gave her, and riſing from the place where ſhe had proſtrated her ſelf, 
ſhe went our of the Temp'e much more ſatisfied then ſhe was before, Hippolita ob- 
ſerved ſome alteration in her face, and having asked her the cauſe of it, the Queen re- 
peated the words of the Oracle to her, and getting on 'horsback took her way to- 
ward* Polemcn'*s houſe. She by the command of the god ſaw her ſearch at anend, and 
fince heaven reſerved the *care of Berenice expreſly to it ſelf, ſhe could not without 
inceniing it. perſevere in her intended proſecution z wherefore in obedience to ir, ſhe 
gave over that thought, and was confirmed in the deſign of returning to Oroondares, 
fince that beſides the defire ſhe had to ſerve him in his affairs, *twas there ſhe was to 
expect the change of her fortune. She made a long refle&ion upon that promiſe of 
the gods, and having muſed on it a great while ; what chang. (faid ſhe) can I hope 
for in my condition ? Is it the forgetting, the repentance, or the death of my faithleſ 
Orontes ? Ah ! for forgetting him, I ſhould look for that but in vain,and I ought ne- 
ver ro think that my ſoul can loſe the remembrance cither of its firſt paſſion, or of 
the offence. I have received ; both of them are ingraven in everlaſting chara&ers, and 
except I ceaſe to live, I can neither ceaſe to hate, nor to remember Oroxtes. Shall it be 
from the repentance of that diſloyal man, that | ſhall draw my fatisfation? Ah! I 
ought much leſs to hope for that, and the offences I have received from him are not 
of a nature to be repaired ; Though he ſhould begin again to love me with as much 
violence as he exprefled in his firſt paſſion, I ſhould Iofe nothing of that hatred I bear 
him, and my ſoul is ſo hardned againſt that ingrateful man, that it could never be 
touch'd by all the marks he could ſhew cf his repentance. *Tis then in his death alone 
that I ought to ground my hopes, and 'ris that infallibly which the gods do promiſe 
me; it js the greateſt of all the favours 1 can receive from them, and when Iam once 
revenged of that perfidious man, I will return intg my Terricories, where I will 
paſs the reſt of my days in tranquillity ; he ſha!l dye, (continued ſhe) he ſhall 
dye, the Traytor, who has uſed me fo ungratefully, and ſo unworthily , if my 
injuries are deadly , the reparation of them ſhall be deadly alſo, and *ts 
in blood 1 will drown my ſhame, and the remembrance of my faults, The 
Queen at firſt found ſome ſweetneſ* in this cruel thought, but within a while after ſhe 
began to tremble, and ſome remainder of affetion having ſoftened her for a few 
moments, her heare {-2med to incline to ſome compaſſion, but ſhe quickly oppoſed 
that criminal piry, and ftrn-ling againſt thoſe render motions ; what (faid ſhe again) 
doſt thay. waver fill, O weak Thaleſtris, and does the image of the falſe Orihis 
return into thy mind, only to baniſh thence fo lawful reſentments ? Art thou then 
Rl! capable of thoſe baſe ſuggeſtions which have made the greateſt part of thy miſ- 
fortunes, and doſt thou become pitiful ro that cruel Or:mtes, who without any rity 
abandoned thee to thy deſpair ? Ah mean-ſpirited woman, ſtifle thoſe —_ 

thoughts, 
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thoughts,and recall the remembrance of thy wrongs, to baniſh that of thy weaknefles; 
He muſt dye, that monſter of perfidioufneſs, and thou mult pierce his diſloyal heart 
with this ſame hand he hath fo often kifled ; and with this fame mouth which 
hath ſo often proteſted that thou lovedſt him, thou muſt pour forth the laſt re. 
praoches againlt his infidelity, In theſe violent thoughts, the fair Amatone went on 
her way, ll (he came near a lictle valley within a few furlongs of Polemon's houſe ; 
from that place ſhe heard certain cries, which cauſed her firſt to ſtop her horſe, and 
then hearing them continue with a very pitiful ſound, her generolity obliged her 
preſently to ſuccour thoſe miſerable wretches, who ſeemed to ſtand inneed of her af. 
fiſtance ; and for that purpoſe marking carefully from whence the noiſe came, ſhe 
gallopt thicher as faſt as ſhe could, followed by Hippolita, and had not gone far in the 
Valley before ſhe met with a very dolctul ſpe&acle. She ſaw five or fix horſemen 
compleatly arm'd ſtanding about two miſerable creatures, who were tyed faſt to two 
Trees, and whom two or three men on foot tertured in many ſeveral faſhions ; they 
ſqueezed their fingers between cletr ſticks,wrung their fore-heads with twiſted cord £, 
and made them ſuffer all che torments, which are commonly uſed to force confeſſion 
from the mouthes of guilty perſons. Thaleftris could not well diſcern all their ations, 
but when ſhe was near enough, ſhe heard him that commanded the reſt, who 
drawing near thoſe unfortunate wretches : Since you are fo obſtinate (faid he) and 
ſoreſolved to dye, you ſhall dye ; hang them therefore (continued he) let them 
remain upon thoſe branches to feed the Crows ; The miniſters of that rigid Office, 
were already beginning to put ropes about the necks of thoſe unhappy creatures 
when the Queen abhorring that cruelty, took a dart out of Hippolira's hand, an 
ruſhing in amongſt them, preſented the point of it to their faces, threatning them 
with death if they effe&ted that cruel commifhion, Fear made them hold their hands, 
but the horſemen incenſed by that boldneſs clapt theirs upon their ſwords,and he who 
appeared to be the chicf of them addreſſing himſelf to Thaleftris : Whoſoever thou 
art (aid he) unlefs thou bringſt an expreſs order from the Queen, thou art ver 
inſolent to oppoſe her pleaſure. If it bea Queen (replyed the Amazone) who barks 
commanded this execution, ſhe hath the ways of juſtice open to puniſh malefaftors, 
and this extraordinary manner of proceeding againſt theſe poor wretches is an in= 
fallible mark of their innocency, and ſhall be the cauſe of their ſafety. The horſe- 
man cxaſperated by that anſwer, and by the hinderance Thaleftri brought to his in« 
tentions, looking upon her with eyes ſparkling with anger, If thou perliſteſt longer 
(aid he) to retard our delign, thou thy (elf ſhalt keep company with them whom 
thou wouldſt fave. As he ended theſe words, he drew his ſword, but the Amazone 
whole patience was at the utmoſt, ſtaid not till he began, but falling ſuddenly up« 
on him, ſhe ſtruck the point of her Javeline inat his throat, and it came forth in- 
ſtantly behind him, ſo that he tumbled dead among his horſes feet ; ſhe loſt not 
time in pulling our her Javeline, but drawing her ſword flew among the companions 
of him ſhe had killed, and ſeeing the neareſt of them had his arm up to ftr'ke at her, 
ſhe prevemed him with a back blow which cut it off above the elbow, and made it 
fall wich his ſword upon the ground, Hippolita ſeconded her Miſtreſs vigoroufly, and 
of three enemies which yet remained on horſ-back, ſhe charged one with a great deal 
of courage, the other two made furioufly at the Queen, bur her choler being ſtirred up 
to the extremity, the quickly ſhewed them proofs of her admirable valour, and having 
received ſome biows upon her arms, ſhe aimed her ſword at the more cager of them 
fo unfortunarely for him, that having light upon the ſpace between his head-piece and 
his Curafs, it rook his head from his ſhoulders, and made it roul upon the graſs ; 
the laſt di/ſmaid with that ftranve blow,turned about his horſe to ſave h'mſelf by Right, 
and the Q-'<:1 who thought ſh2 had ſhed blood enough, troubled not her ſelf to fol- 
low him. ' but turning roward Hipp-/its, ſhe ſaw her vitorious over her man, who 
wounded in many places, lay biting the earth with his companions, Aﬀeer this 
execurion the valiant Queen having no more enemies to fizht withall, commanded 
Hippolita to untie the two men and (:t them ar liberty, Hipp-liza alighted to obey 


her, and ſhe had no ſooner cut the bonds wherewith they were faftencd to the _— 
ar 
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but they fell upon their kmees before their valiant deliverer, and embraced her legs 
with aKions full of reſ#& and acknowledgment. Wholoever you are (crycd they) 
whoſe valour fo well repreſents the image of our Malter to us, hope that heaven will 
recompence you for ſo good a deed, and believe that your arms werenever imployed 
for more innocent perſons. The Queen finding ſomthing that pleaſed her in the 
behavior of thoſe two men, had a mind to know their names, and the cauſe ot the 
perſecutions they had undergone ; and the no ſooner had expretſed that defire, after 
ſhe had bidden them riſe, but they readily obeyed her, and one of them ſpeaking for 
both, Sir (ſaid he) we are of a Country far remote from this, and we have nothing 
more confiderable in us, then the honour of having paſled the beſt part of our lives in 
the ſervice of the bravelt, and moſt generous Prince in the world. Scyihia is our 
Country,our names are Toxari and Loncates , and ſince fo high an obligation forbids 
us to conceal any thing from our valiant Defender , we will confels that the Prince 
whom we have ſerved 1s the great Oroondates Prince of Sczthia, The man would have 
gone on, but Thaleſtris remembring ſhe had heard the Prince and Araxes (; ck of 
thoſe two faithful ſervants, calt her eyes upon Heppolitz, and prailing her deſtiny, 
which.in the perſons of men had made her 4 ſervice to a Prince for whom !he had a 

very great eſteem, ſhe appeared extreamly ſatisfied with this encounter, and ftretch- 

ing out her hands to them, you are not unknown to me (faid ſhe), but now I have 

done you this good office, I will alſo reſtore you to your Maſter, who affords me a' 
place in thenumber of his friends, and in whom your fidelity has canſed an cxceeding 

trouble for your loſs. Toxaris and Loncates, who had not hoped in fo ſhort a time 

for their lives, their liberties, and their Maſter, who was dearer to them then buth, 

were tranſported with joy at this promiſe, and having caſt themſelves once avain at 

Thaleſtris's fect, teſtified by their ationsof what nature the affeftion was which they 

bore unto their Maſter. The Queen having confirmed her promiſe, commanding 

them to follow her, and the two Scythians being mounted upon two of their {lain 

enemies horſes, took her way again to Polemorn's houſe where ſhe arrived within a lit- 

tle after. 

Lyſimachus, Ptclomens, Eumenes, and Araxes, were in the Court when ſhe came in, 
and as ſoon as Lyſmachus ſaw her appear he ran to meet her, and helpinz her from 
her horſe, kifſed her hand in all humility, and reccived her affable (alutation with 
great reſpet, After the firſt words of civility, Lyſimachus preſented his companiens 


to her, of whom he had ſpoken tothem in terms which had ftrucken them into an - 


admiration of her valour, that the names of thoſe great perſunages were already fo 
well knownthrough the whole world, and the Queen by hearing Lyſmachis pro- 
nounce them, preſently knew what ſhe ought to pay them. Araxes no ſooner ſaw 
Loncates and Toxaris appear, but he ran to them full of joy for their return, and 
embraced them with an extream affe&ion,. The fair Amazone having ſtaid awhile 
with the Princes in a reſpe&ful and obliging converſation , was defirous to ſee 
Oroondates ; both to give him an account of her little voyage, and to preſent him 
his two ſervants ; but Zyſimachu by the Counſel. of Amintes prayed her to defer 
her viſit till the next morning, becauſe the Prince had that day commirted ſuch ex- 
ceſſes as were able to impair the health of one leſs weakned then he was, The Queen 
had much ado to conſent to that delay, but in the end did it as well by reaſon of their 
entreaty,- as in conſideration of the Prince, who was infinitely dear to her; and to 
paſs the reſt of the day leſs tedioufly, Lyſimachw defired Hippolits to favour both his 
friends and himſelf with the recital of her Miftreſſes adventures, and the Queen ha- 
ving given her leave, ſhe recounted them almoſt in the ſame manner as they had been | 
told to Oroondates , but as that diſcourſe wrought great admiration in the Princes, fo 
did it waken fad remembrances in Thaleſtris, and put her ſome time into a melancho- 
ly, which made them almoſt repent their curiofity. 


In the interim Oroondates Joyning his ſiſters departure to his other affliions, and 


{scing the day paſs without hearing any news of her, fell into very {-»fible diſquiets ; 
he often enquired after her of Araxes who alone came into his Chamber and fceing 


he could learn nothing, when night came on, he was exceſſively afflied at that _- 
cnt. 
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dent. The next day as ſoon as the Phyſitian gave wa Id be ſeen, Thaleftris 
went into his Chamber, followed by the Princes, and faithful fervants which 
ſhe brought back unto, their Maſter. Groondates no ſooner ſaw her enter, but he 
raiſed himſelf upon his _ as much as he was able, and welcomed her with great 
reſpe& and ſubmiſſion, he received the Princes with the fame civility : but when after 
them he ſaw the two ſervants he had loft, upon their knees by his bedfide, 'he was 
ſurpriſed withaſtoniſhment, and ſeized at the fight of them with much joy and ten- 
derneſs, He caft his arm which lay out of bed about their necks, and asking the 
Queen who preſented them to him, Which way ſhe had hapned to find them, ſhe 
told him the truth of it in a few words. -Atthe knowledge of that obligation, the 
Prince broke forth into the moſt acknowledging expreſſions he could invent to give 
her thanks for ſo great a favour, and ſhe received them ſo modeſtly thar ſhe engaged 
him almoſt as much by the civilicy of her diſcourſe, as ſhe had done by the effeRs of 
her valour. He afterwards would have enquired concerning Berenice, but ſhe prevented 
him, by relating the ſucceſs of her ſhore journey.and repeating the words of the Or 
cle that had been given her, Orocn4ates thereby received a double conſolation, one by 
the promiſe the gods made him to take care of his ſiſter, which ought to put an end to 
all the trouble he was in for her; the other by the hopes -rhey gave Thal:ftris whoſe 
intereſts were extreamly dear to him ; When he*had talked with her awhile about 
the words of the Oracle, and had endeavoured to find the gentleſt ſenſe of them, and 
a leſs cruel expoſition then that ſhe made, he entreated the company to pardon the 
defire he had, to learn in their preſence, the cauſe that had fo long retarded the return 
of his ſervants, which was like to have ſome important reaſon ; and asking Toxaris 
what it was, he ſtept back in the preſence of ſo many perſons whom he knew not, and 
made ſome difhculty of ſpeaking in ſo much company touching his Mafters ſecret af- 
fairs: but he knowing the cauſe of his filence,and being willing to take away his jea- 
louſie, Speak (ſaid he) Toxarzs, and diſguiſe nothing before theſe illuſtrious friends, 
whoare not at all ſuſpe&ted to me,& from whom I never will conceal any thing. Tox- 
«ris having received this command came forward again,and thus began his Narration. 


The Hiſtory of Roxana. 


\V,94 E were within a days journey of this place, when your Highneſs after having 
heard of Alexander's death,commanded me to go ro Babylon to enquire news 
of Queen Statira, and, of other perſons in whom you had zn intereſt. 1 rode thither 
with tpeed enough, and arrived at the City when it began to grow dark: I found all 
full of mourning,diforder,and confufion, and in that general hurliburly 1 had much 
ado to geta Jodping ; I will nor detain you with the condition +in which the King's 
death had put all things at Baby!or, you are better informed of that then 1; and theſe 
great Princes whomA ſee with you, whoſe intereſts were rhe moſt conſiderable, and 
whoſe {(iding made part of thoſe diſorders,may have acquainted you with the circum- 
ſtances of them. I will only tell you, that at the firſt news I asked concerning the 
Queen, heard ſhe was at the Caſtle of Calc, whicher by reaſon of ſome yi ge 
ſhe had retired with the Princeſs her fiſter a little before her husband's death. Noe 
being able to learn any thing more particularly, I went ont of my lodging and in the 
darkneſs and general trouble,I reſolved to make uſe of ail my induftry, to inftrut my 
ſelt in all thoſe things which you defired toknow, and which might be advantageous 
to your intentions. By the abode of four or five moneths you had formerly made at 
Babylon with King Darius,| was perfe& in all the ſtreets of the City, and knew parti- 
cularly all the lod ings of the Palace beyond the Lake, where Dari#s commonly kept 
his Court, where King Alexander died, and where Queen Roxana lay at that time. I 
walked a great while up and down the ftreets,where I ſaw a thouſand images of defo- 
lation, ſorrow, and univerſal affrightmentz the windows of all the inbabitants 
were full of lighted Torches, which burned in a mournful faſhfon ; there were heard 


in many houſes as loud cries as if in his death they had found their general loſs; - 
the 
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the paſſages were chained,& there were fires, & Corps du garde in every Market-place, 
and all thecrofs ſtreets were full of armed men,who ranked themſelys according to the 
different parties,and whereof the greateſt number defired nothing but ſedition & dil. 
order.One might ſee the Princes who ſtood for great offices, & for the ſoveraign Au- 
thority paſs up & down, ſeverally guarded,cither according to.their credit,or accord« 
ingto their quality,and in ſhort,all things repreſented a new face of affairs. I confi. 
dered them no further then I thought they might be uſeful to your intereſts ; and after 
having wandred about a long hour to no purpoſe, I came to the Palace where Rox- 
anz was lodged,and whereof all the corners are as well known to me as if I had dwelt 
there all my life. 1 found fo great a number of Guards about the Gate,that I preſent. 
ly deſpaired of getting in, and indeed I was thinking to go my way, when I ſaw Per. 
iccas come followed with fo greata train,that the ſtreet was even quite filled with it. 
As ſoon as he was named,the Guards made a lane to give him paflage ; and though 
there was order given to ſuffer but few to enter with kim, thecroud was too ftrong 
for the reſiſtance of thoſe that Kept the Gate; and l thruſt my ſel fo cloſe among 
the reft, that I was of the number of thoſe that gor in. Pecriccas having a:ked where 
the Queen was, heard that ſhe expeted him in the Garden, whicher ſhe was gone 
down by reaſon of the exceſſive heat which had been that day, and where, upon the 
Bank of the River which waſhes the fide of it, ſhe was taking the cool air with ſome 
of her women Perdiccas having croſſed through two Courts, came to the Garden- 
Gate, where we likewiſe found a very ftrong Guard,and where, with as much ado as 
before,l at laſt got in with him. The Torches were all left wichcut in the Court, an | 
the Moon which gave light enough for the Queen to walk by, ſerved alſo for the 
diſcourſe between herand Perdiccas.1 will not deſcribe the faſ{bion of her habir,it was 
ſo dark I could not well diſcern it, all that 1 was able to obſerve was that ſhe hid a!- 
ready put on her night-drefſing and that the reſt of her apparel was tick, fo 
table to the condition (he then was in, Perdiccas went up" to her alone, and all theſe 
that came in with him ſtaying at the end of an Ally, Rouxana*: women did the ſame, 
and left her at liberty totalk wich him. We could not hear any thing they ſaid, 
but within a while after ſeeing them take their walk in an Ally, upon the edge of the 
ſtream, cloſe by which I knew there was another that was cov-red, wherein ! might 
follow them ſtep by ſtep, and hear all their converſaticn, Ireſol-e ! to hazard ſome- 
thing,that I might find an occa{ton to do you ſome ſervice That which made me hav 
ſuch a deſire to hearken to them, thart to ſatiche it I put my felt indanger, was, the 
knowledg [ had of the mortal hatred Roxana bore to Que:n Statira, & my belief that 
in that revolution of affairs,and in thoſe enrerviews with Per4iccas by night,ſhe might 
perchance contrive ſomething againſt her. That ſuſpiticn,which within-a while after 
thould have thought had been inſpired into me by the gods, if they had ſuffered me 
tomake uſe of it to prevent thoſe miſchicfs, incited me to play the py, and for that 
purpoſc ſlipping along a pale wichout being taken notice of, or having my intention 
ſo much as dreamt of, 1 ſtole into that covered Ally, on the out-fide whereof Rox2n: 
and Perdiccas were walking. My delign ſucceeded as I could have wiſhed,and thinking 
no body overheard them,they ſpake not ſo low,bur that having nothing berween them 
and me except a few boughs,1 could cafily underſtand all they ſaid, I walked juſt a 
they walked,and turned at the end of the Ally as they did,but with as little noiſe and 
as mach circumſpeRion as was poſlible. I knew by the firſt words 1 heard, that my 
ſiſpicion was not cauſle(s;for after a little falence Perdiccas ſpake on this manner. How 
great adefion ſoever I have topleaſe and ſerve you, Madam, I cannot but feel a repug- 
nancy againſt the propoſition you make to me, & | cannot without horror remember 
that to obey you I muſt imbrue my hands in the blood of two women,of twogreat and 
virtuous Princeſſes, whereof one was the wife of my King,and the other is the widow 
of my friend ; their ſex, their quality, and the memory of their brave illuſtrious huſ- 
bands, divert both my arm and heart from that attempt, and I could willingly wiſh 
ſome other more gentle and more fitting expedient might be found to ſatifie you, and 
to eſtabliſh that ſecurity you demand, It isnot (and I call the gods to witneſs) that 


I would refuſe the moſt dangerous occafions to obey you ; nor, but that the honour 
your 
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your M 4jef does me to link my intereſt wich yours, is more conſiderable to: 
then all the fortune I can pretend to by other means 3 but yer I cannogayercome t 
difficulties in my ſoul, which ſome remainders of virtue produee there afiginſt this ery 
terprize, and'in this execution even my hand ic ſelf refuſes toſerve in the defign I-have 
to obey you.. Perdiccas without doubt would have ſaid more, if the'Queer-had not 
interrupted him thus : One may be ſcrupulous as you are Perdiccas, whenthe queſtion 
is concerning leſs then the Empire of the world ; and I proteſt to you, 1. feel little 
leſs repuznthce then you do againſt this cruelty to which we are compelled by the 
neceſſiry of our affairs; bur do-yeu think, there can be any! ſecurity forthe ſon; and 
for the widow of Alexander, or for the Macedonian | rinces, ſo long as ; Darius his 
daughters are alive; do you believe that this calm which Alexander (crled with (6 
much blood, and with ſo much difficulty can laſt after bis death, and thax-the Perſians 
who ſubmitted bur by force to the Macedonian yoke, will not take arms now for their 
lawful Princes, and uſe their endeavors to reftore the blucd of their firit Maſters to the 
Throne ? If che cruelty of this enterprize ſtrike horror in you,remember Perdiccas;that 
it is not Wichour example in all Monarchies, and that both among us, and amongſt 
our Neighbours, we have no Age that cannot furniſh us with a good number of. pre< 
fidents. Did not Artexerxcs whom the whole world held for a very good Prince,and - 
bis ſucceflor Occhus, both Predecefſors to Darixs, ſecure their Eſtates by the blood of 
their children, and of the'r brothers? and if you would have f.eſher one even in 
your own country, did nor Q1een Olympias who i: yet alive, the Mocher of. our de- 
ceaſed King, afcer tving Philip-was dead, cauſe her rival Cleoparra to be pur tq dearh, 
having firſt made a daughter ſhe had by him, to be killed in her preſence, becauſe ſhe. 
might poſſibly have one day rai:ed fome trouble in her dominions ? And did not Aiex- 
anler himſelt our dear husband,and moft honored King, whoſe memory is moſt ſacred 
tous, and all whoſe ations onght to be the rules of our life, bein his fo glorious 
Reign by the death of choſe that were neareſt to him? and when he came out of 
Macedonia, did he leave one of them alive.wha tould diſturb the calm he lefr there ? 
Confider now, Perd:ccas, whether thefe perfans,whomlT have ail:dyed had ſo impor. 
tant reaſons as ours are, and whether they upgn light ſurmiſes and occafions.of ſmall 
w:ight did not execute that, which we do out of-pure neceſfity & for the conlerva: ion. 
of our lives and of the Empire of the world. Thoſe perſons (replyed Perdiccas) have by: 
thoſe ations left b!emiſhes upon their live, which a!l the' moſt gallant'-ones th 
ever performed, will never be able to wipe: out, and all the blackeſt deeds theyever 
did, can no way parallel the infidelity you enjoyn me to, me I ay, whoam. not only 
a kinſman, and a ſubjeR of Alexanders, but whoamongſ all about him, zeccived rhe 
laſt glorious ma*ks of his affeRion, and of -being; preferred before ſo many other 
Irinces worthy of the Kingdoms he hath left to this action (added Roxana) you will 
be ſofar from offending Alexanders memory, that you will give him proofs of.: yoar 
fidelity, ſince it is only to ſecure the Emyire-to'ltis ſon, that you take them out -of 
the world who might diſpute it with him; And if to this. confideration,,.it be;per- 
mitted to add that of your own intereſts Per4igtas, remember what. you do for your 
ſelf, ſince the leaſt recompence propoſed to youz 1s the ſovereign auchoricy which you 
will have over this ſon, whoſe Guardianyorut (hall be, and'which you ſhall ſhare wich 
his Mother whom you w1l{ have cftibliſhud in fit;Perdiccasdemurred a white before he 
anſwered to this laſt dizcourfe of Roxwp*s;and they walked almoſt a wholk:turm inthe: 
Allie without ſpeaking, but inatis en1 Perdices# breaking'filence, I wiſh te the!pods; 
Madam, (aid he) that youlcould content; and ſecure yeur ſelf bymilder ways:; thele: 
methinks are fych-ſtrange ohes, tha: | cannot diſpoſe my (ef to follow themz:bur 1 der 
fire this nights xeſpite to finjſh 'vhe ; overcaming, of thoſe difficulties 1 firidInimy elf; 
to morrow a+:ſO0n as/you dre Rirring,  ]: will let. your Majeſty, know my laſt reſoſuri- 
on, and | will rather die thefxgive you eccalipe to repent che:truſt you 4in-me,, 
and. the faxors you do me, Well, Perdiceas (replycd Roxana) bptan you the xime you! 
demand, :ang-L hope tha by yur laſt reſolution, we ſhall both have cauſ© tothe farife 
ficd. After thdſewords, Pertecys bad the Queen good-night,/ard retiring $07hi-fols 
lowers went out: of the Garden. I mighs have. 2onc away wich hin; lm we” 
| ee pri 
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iſed, and aſtoniſhed/at the things I hadiheard, that I thought nor of wy departure, 
and ſecirig that the Queen without Rtirring out of that Aſlie,: called:Heſione whom 
loved beft'of all her women,and commanded the reſt roiftay where they were,] had 
#'mind to hear'that ſecond converſation,whereby I believed-i might fullyinftrutmy 
ſelf touching; thar deteftable defign which was in agitation againſt thoſe poor Prin- 
cefſes, Roxana fate down upon a green ſodded bank, and as-ſdonas Hefiome came near 
her's Thave much ado (faid ſhe) to perſwade 'Perdic cas to: what I defire for our com- 
mon ſecurfiy,/ and he fticks at conſiderations, which the ambirion of-reigning ought 
tohave extinguiſhed in his mind. I do'not: think jr frrange (replyed'Heſione ) and 
that which your Majeſty requires, hath ſomihing ſo cruel init, that Feannotremem- 
ber it without horror, nor without wondering, as at a'prodigy, how'the thirſt of 
reigning, can have choked in you that pity which is natural to women, and have 
carried you to ſuch bloody refolutions againſt Princefles who have a near relation to 
you, whom heretofore you accounted dear, ' and who have no way offended you, 
Pardon me, Madam, if I ſpeak with toymuch liberty, I am fo affrighted at this horri- 
ble change of your humor, that Ihave not underſtanding enough left to approve theſe 
inhumane reaſons of ſtate, which demand ſuch violent executions, Koxang hearkned 
to theſe words of Heſiene,without interrupting her,and having remained a while with- 
out anſwering otherwiſe then by two or three ſighs, Ah ! Heſione (faid ſhe at aſt) how 
juſt would thy wonder be,if thou wert not well inſtrufted in my moſt ſecret rhoughes, 
and witkhow much reaſon might' thon appear affrighted at this change of my hu- 
mor, if I had not truſted chee with the cauſe of it a thouſand times ; thou knowelt, 0 
difſembling Heſione,that my inclinations tocruelty are not ftrong enough to move me 
to ſuch'/bloody tragedies,meerly out of maxims of ſtate,8& out of a deſire to reign; that 
only ſerves fora pretext to more powerful'incitements, andito cover a paſion more 
violent then ambition z nor do I love' the'Crown enough to violate both divine and 
humane Laws for it alone; Alas! Hefiant, thou art not ignorant of this truth, thou 
knoweſt thar love hath blotted out of my#(oul, all that was' good and reaſonable in 
it hererofore,and that my jealouie arts my-hatid more porently againſt my rival,then 
ambition doth againſt my competitor for the Empire ; the remembrance of ungrateful 
Oroondates'kindles my indignation arainft her that took him from me, and his image 
never comes into- my memory withotit- enflaming my anger -againſt- that proud 
beauty which triumphed over me in the foul'of thar inhumane Prince ; While the 
hope of her lawful poſſeſſing him- was forbidden her by the life of the King her 
husband, 't bore my misfortune patiently ; but flow that by the death-of Alexander 
the way to-it Iyes open for her,and that ſte them upon thevery brink of thar felicity, 
which | have vainly oppoſed, I had'rather ſhe ſhould 'periſh, and that the whole 
world fhouſd periſh with her, then thae'l ſhould become ſubje& ro thoſe ſenfible 
afflitions 3' I know by the report of #rbates, "who is returned our of Scythia whither 
I had ſentthim, that Gromdates is Bill alive, and he hath quirted his own Country 
to return'again Into-outs ; he ſees her perchance every day, that 'vitorious enemy of 
Roxan#'s, and conteives with her the laſt effe&ts of thar'ingratitude which he always 
was gluikey'of to me; "Here" ftis,'O Hefione! that I confeſs my weakneG, and that 
Fam conſtrained to avoww, that neithet* time, reſentment, nor duty, have been able to 
prevail againſt my formr-paſſion,and that notwithſtanding I am Alexenders widow, 
notwithſtanding that Oriorldater is ingratefal,” T love him {till more then my ſelf, and 
that fleeping or ny uk ible man, too lovely, and too much'beloved, 
comes inoefantly before me,” and that itivexerate paſſion hath taken toodtep”a root 
in my ſoul;' to be ever (pull'd up but by the'end of 'my life. - Aſter this confeli 
Hefione,'doK thow think I will ſuffer my evetlafting rival;' toitnjoy a k, Whi 
ſhe cannot build bur tip6tthe runes of my-repoſe, and that 1 wilbpermictharinſo- 
lent'woman, who during the- life of my! havband; deprived :me with ryremhy:of the 
berte: part of his aff6Rioris,” ſhould make ter ſelf ſport with my miſerablo-Ueſtiriy 3 
Ah! ho Heſione,” hops not-for ſich meat-ſpirited cffefty of! my parichde{randbeliove 
that to free my ſelf of chat bireer eriettiy'of my life, I will trample untteHfore all the 
conſiderations of blood;''of duty,-atid everi of the Fear-kve have of che -gods: = 
{VT 22 cr 


Book Il, CASSANDRA. 299 


her deſtrution, let the invrateful man perſevere in his hard-heartednefs toward me, 
and let him be unſen(1ble both of the proots of my love, and of the advantages I can 
off:r him in the condition of my fortune ; I ſhall! however have this fatisfa&ion, that 
if | cannot make his diſdain* to ceaſe, 1 ſhall at leaſt have taken away the cauſe of 
them, and that Sratir: ſhall not brag, ſhe criumphed over Kyxans unpuniſhed, 
Roxana brought forth thete words wich a vehemence which fſufhciently ſhewed the 
violence of that pailicn that animated her, and Hefi-27e who had given ear to her 
without intcrruption,faid thus at the end of her diſcourſe ; But, Madam, what is your 
laſt intention ? and jt you will permit my zeal to beg of you the continuation of 
that truſt wherewith your Majeity hath ever honoured me , what do you pre- 
tend to by the death of thoſe Princeffes ? I thought (replyed Roxana) that 1 had 
explained my ſelf encugch, and that I had let thee no occation to be ignorant of 
my intentions, but finc: thou demandeit a more ample declaration, know, that I will 
firit diſpatch that rival our of the world, which hath gotten thoſe advantages over me 
both in the heart of Oracadates, and in that of Alcx.inder, whereby I have been diſ- 
honored ; and when Oroondazes with her, hath loſt his urmott hopes, I do not 
think he will be fo blind as not to know his fortune, nor ſo ditdainful as to 
contzem'y thoſe greatne{t:s to which I can raiſe him; In the condition I now 
am, 1 am nt fo ill favored, but that with a good part of the world wherecf I can 
offer him ric dilpolin, 0 may pretend to fome part in his affe&ion,ard perhaps there 
is not a Prince in al} :::c world,thart would not buy his condition even with the hazard 
of his lif2 ; torhit* cont Veration, 1 (by the by) joyn thoſe of the ſtate, and in con» 
renting my pation I {cre my own auchoricy, and that of the fon which may be 
born of m2 ; that reaf'n was nct itrong enough alone to perſwade me to an ation 
againk which conſ{cizntions people would have ſome repugnance, but if I be fo un- 
fortunate a* toſee my ſeit deceived in my firſt hopes, and ro ſtrive in vain to change 
Orcondates his inclinations, T ſhall at leaft have this pleaſure to have wreaked my 
hatred, and faciched my j-alovhe, in deſtroying her, who hath deſtroyed my repoſe, 
and in depriving that in-ratztul man of the objec of his hopes, and of the occaſion of 
his ſcorn ; and fince there is a neceſſity of ſhedding blood to ſecure the Throne to 
my ſon, and to myſelf, I ſhall have this conſolation, to have ſacrificed no budy to 
thoſe maximes but thule perions whom by more powerful reaſons I was compelled 
to hate, | 
| believe, Roxanz would have ſaid more,and I had tontinued to hearken to her with 
the ſame atrention, if 1 ha4 not been unfortunately ſurprized in that imployment. I 
had thruſt my head aim quite among the bou-hes which grew along the fide of 
the Allie, and was ſo a: tentive ro her diſcourfe, (though there was great occaſion to 
fear, and to mittruſt in an enemies place as that where I then was) that ſome of Roxa- 
n.** maids were com- into the ſame allie, and were gotten cloſe to me before I percei- 
ved them; As (on ac I tw:ned my head, Ifaw my ſelf encompaſſed with them; and the 
more fearful of th2m cryin out of a ſudden, the Guard that were in the Garden, and 
who by Roxun's exrrel* command itcod but at a little diſtance from her, came run- 
niny preſently, and cntrins at both ends of the walk, deprived me of all poſſibility of 
eſcaping, I would have attempted it, which made me the more ſuſpe&ted, and the 
more ouilty, but 1 was initantly laid hold cn, ſearched and examined ; they found 
no other arms about me bur my ſword z and to their examination, I anſwered that 1 
was a voluntcer in Periccas his Troop*, that I came into the Garden with him, and 
that having wandered through curiolity into that Allie, I had not ſeen when he 
went away. They tv whom I gave this account not being fatisfied with my an- 
{wers, and ſuſpe&ing me of ſume wicked deſign, began to threaten me with death if 
I told not the truth, and preſenting the points of their Javelins at me, they indeed 
ſtruck me with fome apprehenſion. I was in fear of my ſatery among thoſe men to 
whom I was unknown, and who with probability mighe accuſe me of ſome evil in- 
tention, and *twas ca{ily to be efervedia my face, and in my words ; when Roxane 
who had heard the noiſe, and who began to _ the cauſe of it, commanded me = 
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be broughtbefore her. * They quickly fetched in a great many Torches out of the 
wext Court, and they that held them putting them near unto my face,gave the Queen 
and thoſe that were with her, means to confider me intentively. She ask'd me the 
ſame queſtions, andI anſwered in the ſame manner as I had done the reft, but the 
eftate of her affairs, and that of her conſcience, making ter all things, ſhe ſent to 
Perdiccas to (ee if he would own me, and ſeeing me faulter in my anſwers, ſhe 
began to have a very ill opinion of me, and was ready to give ſome fatal order 
againſt me, when one of thoſe who ſtood near her, having known me-by the light of 
the Torches, made himſelf a way, and coming tome, O Tex2ris (aid he) is it you ? 
I inſtantly lift up my head, over-joyed to meet.one of my acquaintance in that necel. 
fity, and fixing my eyes upon his face, I knew the man who had ſpoken to me, to be 
Arbates, that faithleſs ſervant of yours (that had been) who corrupted by Rrxan,”s 


preſents, ſtole the Bracelet from you at Damaſcus, which you had received from } 


Statira ; who a great while after carried it ro her with the [.crter you writ unto 
Roxane ; and who in ſhort, had managed all that treachery,which cauſed ſuch bloody 
effeAs,and from which almoſt all your loſſes have moles. Although his infidelity 
made mt to abhor him, I confeſs I was glad to ſee him at that time, hoping that by 
reaſon of our old acquaintance, he would be a means to procure my fatety and my 
liberty. As ſoon as I had perfe&ly called him to mind, and gorten a little confidence 
by that encounter ; Yes, Arbates (ſaid I) I am Toxaris. Then I preſently ſaw that 
falſe man draw near unto Roxana, & having defired audience for two or three words, 
he ſpake to her a while ſo ſoftly that no body could over-hear him,and when they had 
done talking, Roxana turning towards one of the Captains of her Guard ; Carry this 
fellow (faid ſhe) to a place of ſecurity, and uſe him according to the dirctions 


of Arbates who ſhall let you know my pleaſure, At that command they took me from - 


before her, who went out of the Garden at the ſame time, and Arbatcs guiding 
him that led me out of the Palace, I was brought to a houſe which was appointe 
”_ _— where they ſer guards upon me, whoſe lives were to anſwer it, it 1 
eſcaped. 

I [= WE that night,and the next day in great apprehenſions and diſquiet*,among 
which the fear of death was not my chicfeſt trouble; Not but that in effe& I was 
afraid of it, and had aſenſe of the puniſhment which uſes to be inflicted upon Spies, 
eſpecially thoſe who hearken after the ſecrets of Sovercigns, and principally of fuch 
a$arc in the condition Roxana was, ſince I might have been fſuſp:&cd ro have had 
ſome deſign againſt her perſon, and to have been dealt withall by ſcme of rhe contra- 
ry party, and by thoſe who had an intereſt in her death ; but to that apyrcheniion, 
I joyned my ſorrow that I could not make uſe of the mercy the gods had ſhewed me, 
and that I could not prevent the murther of thoſe great Princeſſes, by the notice 1 
ſhould have given them of that conſpiracy if I had bin at liberty; I was alfo very much 
afflicted that I could not return to your Highneſs to give you an account of the Com- 
miſſion you had imployed me in, not doubting but you were impatient of my delay, 
That day I was vihited by Arbates, who highly endeared the guod office he had done 
me, and proteſted to me with oaths, that but for his interceflion with the Queen my 
raine had been inevitable z he afterward promiſed me the continuation of his en- 
deavors on my behalf,and made me hope for all manner of good uſage. Toſay truth, 
that I received was not ill for a priſoner, and the next day I ſaw a companion Aw 5 
In to me when I leaft expetted him; It was Loncates whom your Highneſs bad (ent 
after me to Babylon by reaſon of my ſtay ; and who having unluckily met Arbater, 
was known by him, and by his direRion ſeized upon by Roxana's guard who brought 
him preſently to the ſame place where I was, In that Arbates was imprudent, for 
it he had kept us in ſeveral priſons, he might much more cafily have drawn from us 
what Roxaxa had a mind to know, then by putting us both into the ſame chamber, 
where we had leifure enough to inſtru one another, and to conform our anſwers, 
that we might riot be intrapt if they examined us apart. When I had given Loneates an 
account of the cauſe of my impriſonment, and of the words I had heard from Roxans 
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nd Perdi cc4s touching the deſign they had againſt the Queen Statire,and the Princeſs 
her ſiſter 3 Loncates with a forrowful look told me he began to hear a whiſpering in 
the Town, that thoſe poor Princefles were dead already, and that he having been at 
the Palace of Queen Sy/jgambis had heard cryes, and ſeen faces that confirmed him in 
that opinion, That news ſurprized me with a mortal affliction, and confidering how 
ic ſuited with the words I had over-heard, I no longer doubted of the lamentable de- 
ſtiny of thoſe poor Ladies, We ſpent all the reſt of the day, and the next in bewail- 
ing a loſs, wherein we knew you would have the greateſt ſhare; and we had not yet 
drycd up our tears,when Arb.tes followed with a guard came into our Chamber,and 
told us he had order to bring us before the Queen, and that we ought to hope tor a 
ſucceſs fromthe fight of her. We were ſo dejefted with grief, that we received 
that meſſage with an indifferent countenance, and without informing our ſelves of 
Roxan#'s intentions, we followed Arbates to the Palace, It was already a good while 
within night, and Koxana was in her bed ; the Guard brought us to the Chamber- 
door,but only Arbates & ſome of her women went in with us, and bringing us on the 
far fide of the bed, ſhewed us Roxana in a condition able to have caus'd love in per- 
ſons that had not been prepoſſefled with powerful reaſons to hate her ; the ſeaſon be- 
ing very hot, ſhe was almoſt half naked in her bed; and her arms and neck, quite un«- 
covered, ſer forth ſuch beauties as in the opinion of other Judges would have found 
few equals in the world ; her head-drefſing though negligent 'was not unbecoming, 
and ber whiteneſs in a place where all things were black, had a very extraordinary 
luſtre; Only Heſfjone ſtayed at her beds feet; and her other maids being retired into 
the next room with Arbates, Roxana after having looked a while upon us, ſpake on 
this manner, If I did not believe you to be civil men, and that you have gained virtue 
and diſcretion by being near the Prince whom you have the honor toſerve, I fhould 
not uſe you in a faſhion quite extraordinary for perſons of my quality, fince however 
you cannot diſavow but that you are faulty, and that one of you has bin taken in an 
ation, which in all cuſtoms,and all Nations, makes him worthy of death ; but the 
breeding you have had with a Prince who is 8n Fnemy to all evil thoughts , does 
partly juſtifie your intentions, and although they ſhould be criminal, his confiderati- 
on is ſufficient to make me forgive the moſt unpardonable offences, and to move me 
toforget all che deſigns you could have had even againſt my life it ſelf ; I will there- 
fore pardon you, whatſoever you can have attempted again me, but I will have 
your Maſter thank me for it, and after this ſmall proof of the continuation of 
my good will to him,he ſhall receive others that are greater,and of more importance; 
I ſee my ſelf now in a condition, wherein Ican make the greatneſs of my fortune ſup- 
ply the defeXt of thoſe qualities of my perſon which he hath diſdained, and wherein 
nevertheleſs after his diſdains, Alexander found ſomething he thought confiderable. 
Iam aſhemed to make youthis confellion,but my weakneſs has thewed it fe}t but too 
much already, and my opinion of you is good cnough to believe, that you will not 
abuſe the confidence I have in you; *tis by it, and by advantages which are not deſpi- 
cable that I would oblige you to tell me news of your Maſter, and to let me know 
the place of his abode; defiring no other requital of you, but that alone, both for the 
pardon I grantyou, and for the preſents | intend you, The ſubtil Queen ſpoke tous 
in words to this effe& ; but we heard nothing from her, which we had not expeRted, 
and being we had prepared our ſelves for the anſwer we ſhould make, 1 found no 
great difficulty to reply ; Madam, although the fault 1 have committed be full of 
innocence and ſtupidity,my companion and I receive the pardon your Majeſty grants 
us a5a meer mercy, and as an effe& only of your goodneſs ; and I would it pleaſed 
the gods, that in acknewledgment, you required ſuch proofs of our obedience 4s were 
in our power, and that we could tell where to give our Prince an account of the ho» 
hour you do him to keep him (till in your remembrance ; but the place of his abode 
is unknown to us; fince the time be left Scythia, after the defeat of. Zopirio, we have 
wandred in vain from Province to Province, to enquire for bim ; *twas only that 
delign which brought us into this Country, udwetha has formerly had occaſions of 
Ray, will make us proſecute our ſearch unto the worlds end. Roxane was not (atisi'd 
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with this uſher and having exprefled as much by ſhaking her head ; If I did not 
know (faidMhe that you are not ignorant of the aftc&ion I have born to Oroond ates, 
I ſhould believe you apprehended ſome danger to him in this encounter, bufince (by 
my misfortune) it is but. too well known, you cannot fear that the fight I defire of 

our Maſter can be diſadvantageous to him, You know already that Lhave loved him 
be too much for my quiet; and you »muſt ſtil] know whether I will orno, that I 
love him yet more then my ſclf;you conſtrain me to a confeflion thar makes me bluſh, 
but ic alſo ſecures you from all the miftruſts you might have for your Maſter, and you 
are bnt too well affured, that *tis only to ſhare my fortune with him, that 1 fo much 
defire to ſee him again ; do not therefore any lonyer conceal what 1 fo fain would 
knowof you, fince 1 am better inſtrufted in your affairs then you imagine It is 
true, Oroondates went out of Scythia after the deicat of Zopirio, but I know whom he 
took along with him, ard that only Araxcs, and you rw, attended him in that 
Journey. We were a little ſurpriſed to hear that the Queen was ſo well informed, but | 
we loſt not our confidences, and perliſted ſo firmly in eur refoJution, that ſhe could 
draw nothing elſe from us, thou: h ſhe joyned threats to the promiſes ſhe had made 
us; when ſhe ſaw we could be ſhaken by neither, (ſhe commanded us to be can id 
back again, and only ſaid to us before Arbates , you are rnworthy of the uſage you 
receive from me, and by your indiſcreet obſtinacy, you do your Maſter a very ill of- 
fice. But know, you ought not longer to abuſe my yoodneſs, nor the confideraticn | 
have of you for his fake ; 1 give you yet a few dayesto bethink your ſelves ; go,and 
remember that you are criminals, and priſcners ro them that have you wholly in 
theic power, With theſe words ſhe commanded us to be carried away, -and A4rbarer, 
guarded as before, conveyed us back unto our priſon; when we were there, he re. 
proved us very ſharply, and told us that our death was unavoidable if we perſeve. 
red in ourftubborneſs ; promiting us on the other ſide, mountains of gold if we 
would obey the Queen, and alledging what ſhe had done for him, in reward of his 
infideiiry : but that example cauſed a horror in us, in ftcad of an incouravement to 
what he defired ; and our averſion to that Traitor was too great to hearken to hi; 
counſels, or to imitate his ations. 

The multiplicity of Rex-#.'s affairs forced her toallow us a few dayess reſpite,du- 
ring which we were reaſcnably well uſed, and received no other perſecutions fave 
thoſe of Arhates, who ſetting himſelf continually to torment us, hardly afford<d us 
any time of intermiſſion ; but within a while'after, he came to f:tch us again,at the 
ſame hour, and with the ſame Guard as the time before, and brouzhre us to Koxna 
in the fame Chamber where we had ſeen her ſhebeing reſolved to try «ll the wayes 
ſhe could, to fift that ovt of us which ſhe defired, reccived us with a great deal of 
gentleneſs,and a* ſoon as we were come near her ; Well Toxirz, well Lmncates (faid 
ſhe, for ſke had learnt our names from Arbates) will you not at laſt be ſenſible of 
the requeſt i have made to you ? and if the conſideration of intereſt cannot move 
you, will you not out of generoſity oblige a Queen who has truſted you with her 
moſt ſecret aff:Fions,and who demands nothing of you, that is not advantageous to 
your Maſter? for briefly,that fidelity he ſtood ſo much upon to the deceaſed Queen 
Stattra,isno longer now in ſeaſon ; and fince the cruelty of her deſtinies has taken 
her from us, he ouzhtalſo to take her out of his remembrance, he has too good 
a judgment to fix himſelf obſtinately upen the love of that which hath now no being; 
and to diſdain a fortune in mine,which perchance no other Prince in the world would 
contemn. Confider friends, what I repreſent unto you, and be no longer wilful in 
concealing the retreat of him whom I love more dearly then my ſelf; you are cruel 
in this ation, and I am confident he willnor juſtific you in it himſelf; for this ſmall 
ſervice I require of you,you may certainly hope for cxeefſive recompences, & you ſhall 
find me ſo (:nfible of this obligation, that your fortune ſhall be enviediby perſons of 
the higheſt quality. To theſe words, flattering Roxana added many others which 
were all without any effe& , and Loncatcs anſwering, proteſted with many oaths that 
we knew-not where you were, 1 accompanied his proteftations with mine, and we 
might ſafely ſwear it without offending the gods, or wounding our conſciences, _ 
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well aſſured that you ſtayed gor for-us RiY}.in the ſame place where we hg you, 
and not being able to gueſs what way you had taken afterward. Roxangwas no more 
farisfied then the former time; but becauſe the, by commonfame, knew the nature of 
Scythians,among whom death is (o little confidered,that the fear of it ſhakes them not 
from the ſlighttft of their reſolutions, , ſhe would not, {o ſoon fly to extremities, bur 
contenting her ſelf with telling us, that by her good uſage ſhe would force. us to ab. 
lige her ; ſhe commanded 4rbates to carry u- back again, and to give us,except liber- 

ty, whatſoever we in reaſon could defire, We for ſome dayes after that had a better 

cable, and-were leſs ftrily looked to then before; bur al; the courſes that were taken 

could never get any thing out of us. The reaſons that made us fo firm in our reſoluti- 

on were ſufficiently powerful ; We knew the hatred which with ſo much Juſtice your 

Highneſs bore unto that woman,from whom you had received ſuch ill offices through 

the whole courſe of your affe&ion, and whole treachery alone, by depriving you of 
Statira, had deprived you of your reſt for everzand to ccmpleat the occafions of de- 

#, teſting her, we knew by her.own confeflion(though the was very careful to conceal it 

from all the world) that ſhe was the murthere(s of that fair Queen, by thatknew- 

ledg we were afſured, that you would prefer the mctt cruel deaths, before the vexati- 

on of falling into the hands of that bitter enemy ; and moreover by thoſe bloody te- 

ſtimonies of her cruelty, we judged her to be of a ſpirit dangerous enouyh to run to 

extremity, to break forth into a violent rage againſt yuu, when ſhe ſhould once be 

certain that ſhe could not move you by ker artifices ; theſe conſiderations confirmed 

us in the deſign of ſuffering any thing rather then ſubmir you ro fuch ſenſible affliti- 

ons, expoſe you to ſuch maniteſt dangers. 

Arbates vifited us every day, and that Traitor to ſeduce us flattered us a thouſand 
wayes, and feigned to have a wonderful confidence in us; he diſcovered thoſe affairs 
to us which ſeemed to be of greateſt importance; and gave us account of part of 
thoſe matrers which paſſed at Court, and in Roxana's cabinet. One day being in our 
chamber, he by chance let fall a paper, Loncates took it up as ſoon as he was gone, 
and though it was cloſe folded up, and faſt ſealed, we conhdered him fo lictle, thar 
we _ "4 difficulcy to break it open; it had no ſuperſcriptien,but the words were 
rw this e 


F to adore you, if to die for you, be crimes worthy of thoſe thunders wherewith you have 

ſo often threatned me,dart them (my Soveraign) at this guilty man who cannot ceaſe to 
adore you, and who cannot repent bis deſign of dying for you but if that filence your Majeſty 
has enjomned mc, be not religiouſly enough obſeru'd, expett the puniſhment of it from that 
ſame death, from which I excpeti both my remedy,and my recompence , "tis in it alone I have 
bounded my moſt glorious ambiticn,and I have no thoughts that are unwertby of it,” ſince I 
have none but ſuch as. tend wholy to you. In ermmanding me to hold my peace, you make 
uſe, Madam, of 'the double Empire you bave over me z and I ſhould obey you with a perfeti 
reſignation, if pqie bad left me any power eizher to command or to obey my ſelf ;, not that I 
groan undey,, the yokg you bave impoſed upon me, I received it without murmuring, and 
have born it. ,mtzhout complaining of its weight ., but why is it inſupportable zo you, ſince it 
#'Ttbat nndergo all the pain of it, and that baving defended yous ſelf. againſt compaſſion, 
bath made, yow. ſuffer nothing that can render it burthenſom to you ? It bath made you 
ſuffer my complaint indetd, atas, if a diſgreet, complaint like mine be ſo criminal, where 
wall you find innocence ?; and if you will pardon it m2 none bat Alexander, or in perſons 
wrthy of you, where will your. clemency find matter to exerciſe it ſelf ? 

/ The reading of this letzer wrought ſome curiofity in, usz and Loncetes and I endea- 
wored in vain to gueſs at the author of igque. conjeRyred cafily, that it was addrefſed 
toRxars that Arbates who had (erved:her only in affairs of that naturg,bad there 
ſome new praftice in band, but we could not, imagine: whigh of the Princes was bold 
enough to-ſpeak to her of fove before the abſequies of Alexender. We. were thus bu- 
fed, when Arhates,whe;had perceived what he had loſt,came back into our .chkamber 
io a'great.deal of trouble., He ſeem'd to be muck ftrucken; when he found that Jetrer 
in ourhands; and he wasin doubt whichway he ſhould receive. that trick of famili- 
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arity ; but Loneater ſtept to him, and reſtoring it with aſmiling countenance, Be not 
offended at, our' curiofity Arb:tes (ſaid he) our defign was only to inftru&' our 
ſelves in your loves, to jeſt wirh you a little, and not at all to do you any differvice 
but if that defire hath made us commit an — you have at leaft chis ſatisfaion, 
that though wehave read ir, we are not a jot wiſer then before, Arbates his face be. 
gan to clear up a little at theſe words, and taking the Letter again from L/ncates,after 
he had bethought himſelf a while; 1 ſhould have been: very ſorry (ſaid he) if 
this letter had fallen into the hands of other perſons leſs diſcreet then yot are, bur the 
knowledge I have both of your fidelity, and conſtancy in keeping a ſecret;would even 
oblige me to declare this to you,if you would promiſe me not to abuſe the contidence 
I have in you. The defire we had to Jearn that buſteſs, invited us to make him all the 
proteſtations he could wiſh for,and when he believed he had ſecured himſelf enough, 
we ſat down, and he ſpoke to us on this manner. 

I hazard not ſo ſmall a matter in diſcovering what you defire to learn of me, that 
you ſhould think it a light obligation and in revealing this ſecret I offend a man of 
great authoriry,and one that would never pardon me'it I ſhould difſ-rve him ; bur bes 
fides the afſurance I have in your promiſes which | believe” inviolable, 1 ſee this man 
carries matters into ſuch term+, that they cannot much longer be concealed ; and that 
the Miſtreſs whom I ſerve condemns his follies, and would be much difpleaſed that I 
had meddled in them. You have heard ſpeak of( aſ[ander the fon of 4ntipurer whom 
Alexander when he came into Afia,lefr Vice-roy in Macedoma,and in all thoſe ter1i:c» 
ries he had conquered in Ezrope, where he acquired fo great credit and* aw hority, 
that among the Greeks and Macedonians, Alexander himfelt never was more abſo. 
lute then he, We know very well (ſaid we) the reputation of Caſſander and of 4An- 
tipaters and we are nut i2norart,that among the Princes of Alexander's Court, there 
were very few that held fo lofty a rank as they *Tis that Caſſander (replied Arhatcs) 
who writes this Lertcr you have read unto the Queen, he is moſt deſperately in love 
with her, and h+ has given her teftimonie« of it which have mortally offended her, 
and redoubled the averſion ſhe has naturally againſt him ;*rwas almoſt by force that 
he obliged me to take charge of delivering this letrer, and 1 fore{aw fo little ſatisfa- 
Aion tomy (elf in this commiſſion, that I have not been very hot in performing it; 
but becauſe Heſicne has made me acquainted with ſome particulars of that love, and 
of the firſt knowledge he gave of ir, | will ſhew you an example of freedom in rela» 
ting them to you. 

It was a little befor? the voyage into the Indies that Caſſander came to be near A- 
lexan1er,having been bred up in Greece with his father Anmtipater, who,: as 1 have told 
you had an abſclute authority there The conſideration of the father;who by;many vi- 
Qories obrained to the advantage of the Macedoni ins,made himſelf neceffary, and al- 
moſt terrible to the King, placed-the ſon in one of the foremoſt ranks about him, and 
he at the very firſt was uſed in the ſame faſbion as the neareſt, and moſt coh(ſiderable 
Princes. I know not whether it was then that he fell in love with the Quieen, but the 
firſt knowledg ſhe had of it was but at Paſergada, where a fickneſs had detained 
her for ſome time, while Alexander arrived at Su{a, where he married Q\een Statirs 
in theabſence of his former wife. The King raking his way toward S#ja, where all 
chings were quiet and peaceable,Jeft C:ſſander and Selrucus to guard the Queen with 
ſome part of his forces, and thoſe two Princes never went from her till ſhe was return- 
ed to Suſa, T had been her ſervant from the taking of Tyre, \and your departure from 
Sidon,which was five or fix months before the' battel of Avbella, and that4preat Prin- 
ceſs was pleaſed fo much'to value ſome ſmall ſervice I did her, thor from arfordinary 
condition, ſhe had raiſed me'tu a confiderable rank amongft thoſe about her. Du- 
ring the Queey* indiſpofition, Caſſander ſtirred not fromher, bin when hispreſence 
was incommodious ; and in all his ations he ſhewed-a dilguietneſs which eon)dnot 
proceed only from his zeal, and'fidel ty to his King. When he was near her,his cyes 
were perpetually fixt upon her face, but '*twas with troubles and diftra&ions'of mind, 
which took ayay part of his' underſtanding, and if he wasobliged toiſpeak to her, 
tie did it with fo much confufton, and diſorder, that it''was cafie to- judge he-was 
pre- 
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fefled with ſome very (trong paſſion. One day when the Queen atked him,ifhe 
heard any news out of Greece, fince the return from the Indies, inftead of an- 
ſwering to that queſtion, It is a decree of the deſtinies (ſaid he) who difperice not 
all chings with juſtice. The Queen by that reply eafily. knew the pre-occupation of his 
mind ; ſhe-had begun to obſerve it in many ſuch like encounters,and at that time not 
beingable to forbear laughing ; Behold (faid ſhe) a very fatisfaftory ariſwer, and 
very much to the <pupole ! Caſſarder coming, to himſelf, perdeived the fault he had 
committed ; he,excuſed it as well as he could, but though he had a very good'wit, 
he did but entangle himſelf the more, and by that laft erouble ſhewed greater marks 
of the confuſion of his mind then before, At ſuch hours as the Queen took her rett, 
or was not in a condition to be ſeen, he ſtirred not from her chamber door, and as 
ſoon as any of her maids, or neceflary officers of her chamber came forth ; he ran ro 
uire how the Queen did, with ſuch a care,as viſibly teftifted the particular intereit 
behad in her health. The Queen who was told of it, and who hs nor the true 
cauſe, was very well pleaſed with him for his diligence; ſhe writ the King word of ic 
her ſelf, and many times exprefled her acknowledgment to Caſſander in very obliging 
words, As ſoon as ſhe was able to leave her bed, and that within a while after the be- 
ganto go out of her chamber, he would never ſuffer any body but himſelf to wait 
upon her as Gentleman-uſher, and in doing that office had the advantage to hold 
her by the hand,and the liberty to entertain her almoſt all the day.One time being in 
chamber wich her, and ſome of her maids, the Queen went to the looking-glaſs to 
mend her head-drefling,& in the interim the blinded Caſſander ſeeing her back turned 
toward him, and not conſidering that by the refle&ion of the glaſs ſhe ſaw all thar 
was done in the chamber, could not forbear ſtretching out his hands by his fide,bow- 
ing down his head with a beſceching ation, and doing poſtures, which had ſomthing 
in them very ridiculous, if conſidered by perſons without paflion : the Queen who ea- 
fily diſcerned all he did,turned toward him quite ſurprized, and that fo fuddenly,chat 
ſhe ſound him till in the ſame condition, What's the matter Caſſ#ider ({aid ſhe) 
are you fooliſh, and do youtake notice what you do ? Caſſender was abaſed at this en- 
counter, for which he was not preparcd : but ſeeing himſelf forced to reply ; 1am not 
very wiſe, Madam (anſwered he) but your Majeſty ſees but the lighteſt marks of my 
folly. Theſe words cauſed ſome fuſpition in the Queen, which kept her from prelling 
him further, and refle&ing upon many other ations of that nature which ſhe had 
obſerved, began to doubt ſemthing of the eruth, but that ſame day ſhe diſcovered 
more evident proofs of it. She received unwelcom news trom S#ſz, by one of her ſer- 
vants ſhe had ſent thither, who bruught her word that the King, more then ever in 
love with the Princeſs Statira, was determined to marry her, and chat the bufineſs 
was gone ſofar, that there was very little means of hindering it. This touched the 
g with ſo ſenfible a grief, that *twas impoſſible for her to difſemble it ; ſhe wept 
all the reſt cf the day, and complained of the Kings incotſtancy in terms which ſuf. 
ficiently teſtified how much ſhe was afflited. Caſſander hearing of it, went to wait 
upon her, and ſeeing ſome tears fall from her eyes, he could not fo far command 
his paſſion, but that it forced him to ſay aloud, Thoſe precious tears, Madam, cannot 
be recompenced but by all the bloud of thoſe that are the cauſe of them ; but if your 
Majeſty be offended,why do you not make ule of the power you have over Caſſunder? 
The Queen, who knew not at firſt how ſhe ſhould interpret thoſe words, turning to- 
ward him z And what would you do for me (faid ſhe) in a misfortune to which the 
gods alone can give remedy or conſolation ? I. would do all (replycd Caſſander 
brickly) chat can be expefted from a man to whom Empire, to whom life, to whom 
even honour it ſelf is not conſiderable, in reſpeR of your commands, and of the occali- 
Ohs toſerve you ;I would neither regard blood, nor ſex, nor dignity;and to obey you 
I would violate the faith that is due to men, the moſt facred rights,and all the laws of 
Nature. Caſſander pronounced theſe. words (which were violent enough of them- 
_ with ſuch a violence, as did ſufficiently diſcover the paſſion that animated him, 
and the Queen from thence drawinga confirmation of her ſuſpitions, would not give 
him any occafion to clear them-more-fully, but contented her felf with replying ; You 
— Ty 099 Ywould 
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would be able to do nothing for me, Caſſunder, fince that. in this misforeane F amine 
jured only by my Maſter, and my King, againſt whom I ought not {6 much as to 
complain. || Caſſander was ready co make anſwer, and perhaps ſuch an one as wogld 
no longer have ſuffered her to doubt of his paſſion, if the Queen who kad a mind to 
break off that entertainment, had not removed out of her place, and began another 
diſcourſe. In the mean time (ering her ſelf ftrong enough to rmdergo the voyape, and 
being defirous to take her way toward Suſ# the next day, ſhe commanded that order 
ſhould be given about her equipage, and prepared her felt for a departure which ſhe 
believed ſhe had deferr'd but roo long already. That evening the went down into the 
garden, where ſhe walked in a covered alley with Selexcs,and Caſſander;but Caſſander + 
having found means to free himſelf of Selexcxs, by ſome occafion which he put him in 
mind of on the ſudden,remained alone with the Queen,and ſeeing that Heſione,and her 


. other maids were far enough off.not to over-hear what he ſaid, he thought he could 


not find a more favorable opportunity to diſcover his paſſion ty the Queen, then now 
ſhe was in an ill humor againſt the King, judging with reaſon that nothing is ſopow. 
erful to alienate the affe&ion of a wife from her husband,and make her capable of ano= 
ther, as her knowledg that ſhe is undervalued 4 him. *Twas this opinicn that made 
him the bolder, and drawing an occaſion of diſcourſe from the Queens trouble, after 
he had continued a while in ſome diſorder ; Madam (faid he at Jaft with an unaffured 
voice) the King mult needs be very much blinded, {ince he for another beauty for- 
ſakes the moſt charming, and the moſt accompliſhed one the gods ever created, Ah! 
if they had but granted ſuch a fortune as his to other men-— He made a ſtop at theſe 
words, and the Queen whom they had diſpleaſed, being willing to cut them off 
The King (faid ſhe) Caſſznder knows me for ſuch asI atn, nor is is neeeflary you 
ſhould take further knowledg of it. I would it had pleaſed the gods (cryed the paſſio- 
nate Caſſander) lifting up his eyes to heaven, -I would it had pleaſed the gods that 1 
had never had that fatal knowledg which hach drawn me from that of myſelf, which 
has deprived me of my reaſon, and deftroyed my repoſe for the whole remainder of 
my life. The Queen needed no more to make her comprehend, that he had utterly 
loft the reſpeCt he owed her, nor indeed did ſhe ſuffer him any longer, bur thrufting 
him back with the hand he held her by, after ſhe had looked upon him with eyes 
kindled with a juft indignation ; Get you gone infolent man (faid ſh:) go die for the 
expiation of your fault, and believe that only my contempt of you, ſaves you from 
thoſe puniſhments you deſerve, and ſpares the Kings ears from hearing of the imp u- 
dence of his ſubje&. Artheſe words without ſtaying for a reply, ſhe left him quite 
confounded, and beſides himſelf, and calling H:fione, and the reſt of her maids, ſhe 
went to the other fide of the alley ſo nettled at the offence ſhe had received, that of 
all the reſt of the day, it was impoflible for her to ſettle her (elf again. 

The next morning ſhe departed from Paſargada, but Caſſander came not near her 
chariot that day, nor did he ſo much as appear before her during all the reft of the 
jJourney,but when ſhe was come to S#ſa,and that he no longer was in office about her, 
he paſſed by no occafion of ſecing her ; yet had he never the boldneſs to ſpeak to her, 
nor come near her, and he only fed his fight, without contenting himſelf any other 
way, Atthe Temple he always took a place from whence he miche behold her at 
liberty, and be ſcen by her, and as often as fhe lift up her eyes, ſhe perpetually met 
Caſſanders fixt upon hers, and ſaw him do an hundred ations that were ſufficient to 
make his paſſion obſerv'd by any body that had been concerned in it. The Queen who 
had other occaſions enough to be in ill humor, and who fince the Kings'laſt marri- 
age was fallen intoa deep diſcontent, was exaſperated at this perſeverance of Caſſar- 
ders, and was often ready to let her indignation break forth, but ſhe was with-held 
by many conſiderations, and fatirfied her ſelf with only complaining to Heſione, and 
giving her expreſs charge to rid her of him. Tell that inſolent fellow (faid ſhe) that 
I forbid him my fight for ever ; that Iwill rvine him, if he ſhun it notas carefully to 
obey me, as he hath ſooghr it todiſpleaſe me, and that In ſhort I wifl make the 
King acquainted with his folly, at the firſt ſign he gives me of its continuation. Hefrone 
told Caſſander what the Queet had commanded ker, and 'he was thereby reduced 
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to great extremities. He was afraid of Alexander, who in ſome encounter had alrea« 
dy ſhewed an averſion to him ; he feared Roxana upon whom his life depended with 
a mvch more abtolute power ; but he had much ado to diſpoſe his mind to that ty» 
rannical obedience ſhe required of him. The Queen (faid he ro Hefi-7 )is not ” 6 
tisfied with having forbidden me to fpeak to her, but ſhe alio forbids me the fa ht of 
her, Ah! Heſione, this is a ſtrange kind of uſave, and rtHourh I am not ignorant 
whatIow to Alexanders wite, | am ignorant what I ſhall be able rodo upon my ſelf 
to ſhew my obedience ; her anger is much more terrible co'me, then that of Alexan 
der, and I love my life too little to be touched with any other fear, fave that of dif- 
laſing her. From that time forward nevertheleſs, he was more wary then he had 
Bs formerly, and as much as poſſibly he could, avoided rhe occafions cf offending 
her. But not long after ſhe went from S»ſz to Babylon, and Caſſander to whom the 
cauſe of her deparrure was nor unknown, mecting Hefione a little before her going 
away, Tell the Queen (faid he) that Iam till the ſame; that her rigorous uſage 
cannot make me change , and it in the diſcontent. that carries her from hence, ſhe 
hath nzed of a bold and truſty perſon, either torevenge, or free her ſelf ; ſhe may re- 
member :he power ſhe hich over me, and the offers I made her at Parſag:4s, This 
meſſare was told che Q :-en, but ic ſerved for nothing at that time, and hath ſerved 
for nothing fince but to tt: enythen her in the ſuſpitions ſhe hatch againſt him, The 
Queen being come to 624ylon, Ied a very melancholy life, and the remembrance of 
thoſe advantages which Queen Statira had over her, in the mind of the King her huſ- 
band, fretted her with ſo inſenitble a vexation,that ſhz could not poſſibly difſemble it; 
I know not whether that reſentm:nt awakened the memory of Prince Oroondates in 
her, or whether ſhe had preſerved it all the time of his abſence z but however it were, 
when [ leaſt thoughe of it, ſhe ſent for me into her cloſer, and did me the honour 
toſay : Arbates, Icannot co cea! from you the thoughts I ſtil] have for the ingrateful 
Prince of Scythia, and though I have ſo many juſt cauſes of complaint againſt him,and 
that Iam not i;norant what I ow unto the King my husband, yet can I not oppoſe 
that dear remembrance, and the image of that inſenfible man comestill into my mind 
with as much power as ever ; nor but that I am reſolved :to keep my (elf within the 
ſtrie| rules of my duty, nor but that | would pay unto the King, (as changeable 
and inconftant as he is) whatſoever he could have expefted from me in his moſt 
ardent affe&ions ; I have not any intention todraw that ingrateful man hicher to me; 
nor toendeavor yet to win him, but 1 muſt learn what is become of him, and I cannot 
be fati-fied, till I know whether he be yet alive, what his fortune is, and in what 
climate he make* hiz abode. - *Tis the cruelty of my fate, which even in my higheſt 
proſperity oppoſed that rigorous remembrance, to moderate all my felicities, and the 
gods have becn pleaſed to counterbalance the greatneſs heretofore they beſtowed upou 
me, by a misforrune: which hath hindred me from taſting the ſweetneſs of it, To 
theſe words; and fome others,” the Queen added a command, ſhe laid upon me to go 
into Scyth:8, ro enquire after the Prince, demanding no other fruit from my voyage ; 
but that I ſhould bringher back word in what place, and in what condition he was * 
I went from Babylon with this intention z but I will not trouble you with the particn« 
lars of myJjourney, all Lſhall need to tell you is, that I arrived in Scythis without an 
conſiderable encounter, and thar having ſpent ſome time ſecretly In the Coprt, whi 
I found deſolate for rhe. Princes abſence; and for thar of the Princeſs his ſiſter who 
had becn ſtolen away not long before, and whoſe loſs the King: had not been able to 
bear without awextream: diſpleaſure, hor without having armed all the men for her 
recovery,) which-wereeapable to ſerve him in that occafion, all the news I could learn 
of the Prince was, / tata while after the defeat of Zypirio, he had ſecretly lefe the 
Army he commanded; and had paſt overat Byzantium, without any other company, 
lave Araxes, you rwo, atid'a man that had been brought to him during the fiege of 
Orchilachia, © Notbeſtiz able to get amore ample information, I returned the-fame 
way, andarrivednorat tHit Towntill two days after the Kings death, Although I 
found the*Queen as deeply buried in grief, as it was fit ſhe ſhould be for the greatneſs 
of her loſs, yet would ſhe hear the ſueceſs of my voyage, and her ſorrows were aug» 
Fff 2 menzed 
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mented by the account I gave herof it. From the time of her departurefrom Sx/a, 
ſhe had received no new importunities from Caſſander ; but after the Kings death, he 
did her exceeding, good offices, and being one of the moſt powerful atnong the Prin. 
ces, as well for the confideration of his father Antipater, as for his own, he declared 
himſelf loudly for her in all the aſſemblies that were held for the cleftion of a ſucceſc 
for, made parties in favour of ber, and embraced her intereſt with, much affe&ion,and 
with much ſucceſs, The Queen: whoſe ambition never was the leaft of ber paſtions, 
and who varurally loves to reign, took his ſervices kindly, yetI do not believe ſhe 
has any defign to requite them with a particular affeQion, but that ſhe received them 
without any intention of engaging herſelf to him by theſe obligations. The multi. 
tude of Ceſſangers bulinefles have hindered him, as yer, from beginning to pretend to 
her again, though by reaſon of the Kings death, and of the alteration of affairs, he 
kath ſome cauſe to hope for more ſucceſs then befure;but of ſome late days,ttic Queen 
and many orher perſons with her have had ſuſpicions, which I may'not yet diſcover, 
and which do not only redouble the averfion ſhe had to him, but make her abhor 
and deteſt his very name : his quality, and the condition he is. in, oppoſe a clearer ' 
ſifting of the matter ; but though it be difſembled, and not ſpoken of, there are ſome 
preſumptions againſt him, which begin to convince him of the blackeſt perfidiouſneſ 
that ever was. He had done me the honor ſomrimes to ſpeak to me when he came to 
the Queens lodgings, yet not with ſo much familiarity as that I ſhould expe the im. 


ployment he has given me. But this morning as I was ſtanding at the Palace gate, 


one of his ſervants came to ſeek me from him, and brought me to his Chamber , 
I will. not. repeat all the-kind words he uſed to me, nor the hopes he gave me of 
a greater fortune, in earneſt whereof he forced me to takea Diamond of good va- 
lue z bur in the end all his endearments, and:a)l his liberalities ended im praying me to 
take the charge of delivering the letter you have ſeen. Lrcfuſed it as much as pollibly 
I could, and repreſented to him the danger was in of being turned away by the 
Queen, and perchance more {everely puniſhed fur that ation ; but notwithſtanding 
all l could alledpe to pur offchat pnaplopatent, I could not getaway without promi. 
ſing that I would uſe my endeavours to ſerve him.Behold all | know tonckiing his loves 
wherein I haveno deſign to entangle my (elf for him ; the diffictilty he found in win- 
ning Heſione, made him addreſs himſelf rome, knowing that che: Queen has ſome 
confidence in me ;, but I love my (elf too well to ſeek my rnine;in this bufine, and | 
ſhall find Come way or other to caſe my (elf of ir. 0 TOLER 
The treacherous Arbates made us this relation of Caſſan ter? loves ; and after having 
ended his diſcourſe with new unprofitable conjurations to obey the Queen, be took 
his leave, and lefc us in quietfor the reſt of that day. He ſallicated us otcen from her 
after that with a great deal of mildneſs, but we baving-ftill  teſifted wich the' ſame 
conſtancy, ſhe grew ſo incenſed that ſhe commanded they ſhou}d pur-usin lrons; and 
offer us therack, to force that from our mouths by vfolence of-panidkments,: which 
ſhe had net been able ro skrue from us by other means; Her eruct-minifters obeyed 
her, although the difloyal Arbates ſhewed a feigned compaſſion-of us, we were tor- 
mented with ' great ſeverity, but we had :the ſame firmneſs of reſolution in toreures, 
and thoſe that perſecuted us, were almoſt in deſpair of factdiſby their gerfecations. 
After chat cruel day we had ſeven or cjght of -intermiſſion,: þat that time beihg cx- 
pired, they began to rormery; us _ ; they uſed 'us as ſpies, Rhdias perions chat had 
ſome delign againſt the Queens life ; but me eſpecially, wha had een furprized in the 
mannerashaye to!d you, - Itis certain'aHothar in chat acodencrbere was occaſion 
enough tofiſpeR.me ; but] believed that that which would:be-:mort bwrful to me, 
was the having heard by the Queens diſcourſe, the cruel incemciim, ſhe had fic exe» 
cured againtt the Princefſer;; and.I thought with:rimſon that beibgidafirenms20:tonceal 
to allghe world tbe ſhare the þed'in their deaths, which' the canfed/10 bexeported 
in = way. different from the truth ; ſhe would infallibly- diſpatch me .out:of rhe 
world, if fhe ſuſpefted me to be @ witneſs of her defigne, T'belixyomideed;jit was that 
which madeher reſolve wen itz faryeſterday the Captaih thavbad us in his uſtody, 
being come iato cur chamber cook off our: Irons, and telling} us that he wionld fer 
BY us 
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us at liberty, he made us get up behind certain armed men,and brought us out ef che 
Town;l know not for what rcaſon the Queen cauſed us not to be | utto death in Ba» 
bylon, as fhe might _ have done ; but whatſoever it was, they carried us a great 
while along the River-fide, before we could guels ar any thing of our deftiny ; but 
at laſt we came into a Valley, not tar from hence, where thoſe crue} men havi 
tied usto two Trees, after having in vain turmented us, to force a confeſſion of 
what we had ſo carctully concealed, they were going to execute their laſt reſolution, 
when the gods ſent us this valiant Queen, who by the ectfets of her admirable cou- 
rage, ſaved our lives and reſtored us our liberty, and our Prince who is dearer to us 
then both life and liberty. | | 

Toxaris ended his narration thus;and the Princes and the AmazoneQveen who had 
hearkned to bim with wonder, remained fad and penfive at the end-'of his recital. 
Prince Oroondates found much matter of thouphtin it, and after having been a good 
while filent, 1 know not (faid heat laft) by what crimes 1 can have moved the 


ods to ſtir up this woman to torment me; her crucley ought ro be fatisfied wich 
the ill ſhe has already made-me ſuffer ; and when | thought had been ſecure from 


all her praRices,ſhe revives again to perſecute me more then ever. Ir is probable (faid 
Lyſmachw) ſhe will not ſtop at theſe beginnings, and fince ſhe knows you are out 

of Scythia, and that by great likelihood ſhe may conjeRture you are in this Coun= 
try, ſhe will leave nothing unattempred to find the certainty, and to have you 
in her power. I thou'd think it convenient, it you were of the fame © opinion, that 
to keep your: ſelf from being known to her, and to many other perſons who might 
hurt you, your true name ſhould not bedeclared but among thoſe whom you ſhall 
judge worthy of your friendſhip, and that among others you ſhould be made to paſs 
for Arſacomes, or for fome other ſtranger - Prince whoſe name may abuſe thoſe that 
are-le(s interefled. All the company approved Lyſimachwu his motion 5; and Orownde- 
tes himſelf having conſented to it at the entreaty of the Princes, Ido not think(added 
Lyſimachws chat in the condition Roxana now is, it Inhard tor her to diſcover you, 
and todo you a miſchief if y6u-continue longer here, where | do not believe you are 
in ſafety, being ina place without defence, and ſonear' to Babyl#: ;and f your health 
would permit, I-ſhould think ic good to remove your imo one of thoſe Towns 
which are at our devotion, or into the body of our Army, - It wduld be very dange- 
rgus (ſaid Ptolomews) to carry the Princetar in his prdex. tate; 1 know a more 
ealze expedient for his ſafety, and one that i« almoſt neceflafy tor us ; we muſt draw 
our forces hither, and encamp.our Army abour this. houſe, by that mtans we ſhall 
guard him till he be cured, and bring our men from! a place where theyhave hardly 
any thing left £o ſubſiſt on, , You krow that where they are, viftuals or forrave be» 
gin to fail them, and tbat on this fide all. things are in a bexre# &r:diticn ; ſome of 
the neighbouring Towns are at our diff ofing; and the. ox'ew Country will make no 
refaſtance againſt us z the (Gixugtion of the place is fair and advantageous for ve; the 
nearne(s of the River is commodious for our Camp; anv-lince we yet are Maſters of 
the. held, we.pught comake uſe of our time to take at} theſe advantapes. 'Our Army 
is not {o far fram hence,nor the dayes ſo ſhorr,but that ſendiny order rhither ro day, 
our Cavalry and parry af our: Infantry may be. here to morrow '- Evemenes and L 
pmachw preſently;contirmed -Prolomews his advice, and only: Oromdates oppoſed he 
Fe Fae topk of. him ; but when he ſav that it was advantageous for alot 
and; that that order, was almoſt neecflary, be: conſented ito their opinion, and a 
proved the choice they-had made. of thar place for the encamping of thejzr Army. _ 
was thereupon reſalved chat Eamenes ſhould inftantly goaway to the Camp to ferch 
the forces, and ſuch proviſions ascould be gotten, and that Ptrloniexs, whoſe credit 
Wa great, and whoſe virtue was much confidered in that Country,ſhould rake horſe 
Ktended by Araxes,Cleantes, and-ſome of tits own followers, to'fpend the reft of 
thay day, and part of the nextgvifting ſome 'neighbouring places from whence they 
boped for ſublitence, This reſolution was noſooner ſet:ed, but it was put in exe» 
cution; & the two Princes taking a ſhort leave of thoſe they left,at the ſame rime went 
two different ways, and only Lyſimachws, the fair Amazon, and fome ſervants re- 
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mained till with Oroondates. Then it was that he began his endearment again to Ly/. 
machus with more liberty then before,and then theſe rwo generous friends gave one a- 
nother a mutual account of their particular adventures,$ of cheir moſt ſecret thoughts, 
They both asked Toxaris and Loncates many queſtions, but they could tel] rhem no. 
thing of their Princeſſes, and proteſted to them, that till cheir coming thicher th 
never heard of their being alive, that in Bbylon every body believed them dead,and 
that their loſs had fo ſtirred up the paryngens nothing but their fear of the forces of 
Roxans, Perdiccas, and'their aſſociates, kept them in obedience; that Roxana declared 
her ſelf innocent of their death, and diſavowed all that Tyrexs had reported before he 
died. Lyſimachws having asked Loncates concerning the order that was obſerv*d in the 
Towns,he told him their guards were very ſtrit, and that the wounds Perdiccas had 
lately reccived,hindred not Caſſander, Seleucws, Alcct as,and the reſt from keeping all 
things in a good condition, nor trom drawing forces together on all ſides ; this was 
all the two Princes could learn from thoſe two men, whoſe impriſonment had de. 
prived them of a more particular knowledge of things. Part of the day was ſpent ir 
this converſation,and rhe remainder of ic was given to the wounded Prince his repolez 
but ſcarce was he awake the next morning, when he ſaw Lyſimschws come into his 
Chamber with a certain herb in his hand,and with an — Joy in his coun- 
tena nce, Oromdates after he had received, and returned the good morrow, acked 
him the cauſe of it ; and Lyſimachus fitting down by his bed-fide, I believe (aid he) 
that1 bring you a ſpeedy cure; and if I am not the moſt deceived in the world, 1 
ſhall ſee you in perfe& health within this week ; and to make you give credic tomy 
words, Know that in our voyage tothe Indies, Ptolomews our dear friend having been 
dangerouſly woundedin a fight we bad apaintt the Barbarians, Alexander who loved 
and confidered him very much; was fo extreamly grieved at it,that he conld receiveno 
confolation ; he cauſed him.co be put in his own bed, and lying there with him, 
ſaw his wound,drefſgd with range difquiets, The Chirurgians wers in deſpair of 
his life, when the gods to whdrif it was dear, ſent the King a miraculous dream in fa- 
vour of that Prince ; ſor he was no ſooner _ bur dreamed that he ſaw a Dragon 
holdingan herb in his mouth, which was to ſerve for Pt-l-m. ws his cure. When the 
King awaked he told his dream to thoſe that were preſent, and deſcribed the form of 
that herb, whereot he had preſerved the remembrance ; and ſome of the inhabitants 
of that place having affured him, that there grew ſuch an one in that Country, he 
cauſed it to be ſoughe for every where; and thoſe that were ſent about it, imployed 
their time ſo ſucceſsfully, +hat they brought him the wonderful herb he had ſcen in 
his dream; it was dy applyed to Ptolomews his wound, and by an unheard of 
prodigy, the pain was inſtantly afſwaged, and the' wound quite healed up within 
three dayes. The marvellous cttc& of this herb, made us all oblirve it carefully, that 
we might be able to know it again,to make ufe of it inthe like occaſions ; but I never 
found any of it in thisCountry till this morning, when as I was walking in the wood, I 
thoughr I ſaw ſomething»very like it growing by the fide of the brook, 1 gathered it 
With an exceſs of concentmerit,$; I am the moſt deceived of all men living, if it be not 
the very ſame which produces thoſe miraculous effefts, Amintas came into the Cham» 
ber as they were talking ; and Lyſimachus having ſhewed it him, he cried out joyfully, 
confirming his Maſter in that - opinion ; He ftraightway took the herb, and having 
prepared it, he applied it to Oroondates his wounds, That new remedy quickly drew 
ſleep upon the eye-lids ; and Lyſimachu retiring, went to tell the Queen of his hap- 
py encounter, and of the hope he had conceived. Thaleftris was extreamly joyed at 
it, and coming into the Princes Chamber ſome hours'after, he told them at his awa- 
king that he felt himſelf trangely caſed, and that he hoped his remedy would be as 
ſucceſsfnl as he had promiſed, Prolomews came in within a little after, and having 
my heard that welcome news, he by his teſtimony redoubled the Princes hopes. 
roondates his fear of being kept in bed by his wounds while others were fighting, 
made him ſenſible ofthis good fortune z and *rwas that rather then. any love of his 
life that made him with joy expeRt his cure, without which he could not ſecond his 
generous friends in his own quarrel, The 
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Th ec Sun was beginning to decline, when Lyſimachws looking out at Thaleſtris's 
Chamber-window, obſerved a duſt which roſe trom under the feet of the Cavalry 
which Exmenes brought ; within a while after they diſcerned the Troops, and ſaw 
Eum enes himſelf arrive accompanied with fome Commanders of the Army. Thale- 
ftris, Lyſimachus, and Ptolomcus went out of the houſe to meet him, & having received 
him according to the friend{kip that was among them, they went forward towards 
certain Chariots that came after him, wherein were the two Princeſſes Apamia and 
Arſione the daughters of Artabaſus, and Wives of Ptolemeas and Exmcnes, with many 
other Ladies whoſe husbands were in the Army. Thaleſtrw, who was inſtructed inthe 
quality of thoſe Princefſes, welcomed them with much kindneſs and civiliry; and 
Cleone, who was come out With her, no tooner ſaw them, but the ran to them witch 
open arms, and receiving them with an exceſs of joy, by her encounter gave them a 
marvellous conſolation. They had heard by Exmenes that the two Princefles were 
alive, to whom they had a very near relation, and to whom they had ever been moſt 
 dear,and their gladnefs at that news was calily to be cbſerved in their faces. While the 
Princes gave order for the encamping of the Army which began to arrive, the 
Princefles under the condu& of Thalejtrzs went into the houſe, and fo vp into Oreon- 
dates his Chamber : The Prince, who was advertiſed of their coming, and who con» 
fidered them extreamly both for the ſake of Barſina their fiſter, and for that of their 
illuſtrious husbands, gave them a reception full of reſpe&, and by all manner of 
wayes teſtified how great a ſenſe he had of the honour they did him. After the 
"> charges their diſcourſe was of Barfinz, whoſe goodneſs the Prince com. 
mended in terms which made her fiſters ſee he was not ingrateful for the good of 
fices he had received from her ; They told the Prince who asked where ſhe was, 
that ſhe had been detained at S»ſz by ſome ſmall indiſpofition, and by the noiſe of 
thoſe cruel revolutions that had happened at Babylon ; that ſhe had lately ent 
them word ſhe would ere-long iſet forward on her journey toward them ; where 
by reaſon of the authority of their husbands ſhe believed her retreat would be 
more aſſured. They were in this converſation with Oroondates, when the other 
Princes after having diſpoſed the Camp, and taken ſuch order in all things as was 
neceſſary, came into the Chamber, and mingled altogether in a very pleafing enter- 
tainment. It was reſolved by Oroczdates his advice, that as ſoon as he wasrecovered 
and the cther Ladies arrived who were to come with their husbands to the general 
rendezvous, the men ſhould leave Polemon”*s houſe to the I adies, and retire tolic in 
far more commodious Tents, which the Prirces had cauſed to be brought along 
with the Army , fince the huuſe could not be big enough for fo great a company, 
and that the Princes had a great deal of convenient room in their Tents When they 
had ſpent part of the night intheſe diſcourſes, the company withdrew to their ſeve= 
ral Chambers, where they were accommodated as wellas poſſibly they might, and 
where they all reſted with much tranquillity, 
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Olemor?s houſe was ſeated at the foot of a little hill, about five or fix hun- 
| dred paces from the Ewpbrates; on that fide toward the River it was 
| ſheltred with a high Wood, which reached frem the Garden walls al- 
| moſt to the Bank of it ; on that toward the hill there were many Vine- 

yards, and on the other two an open plain of a vaſt and ſpacious breadth; 
on the fide toward: Babylon it ſpread it ſelf tothe very Gates, and on 
the other as far as the Temple cf Apollo. It was in that. the Princes cauſed their Army 
to encamp,covering themſelves on the fide toward their Enemies with the wood,and 
with the hill. By break of day all their Tents were fer up, and part ctthe fi-ld was 
poſſeſt with jers, who made an end of /hutting themſelves reaſonable commodie 
ouſly ; bb were they ſhut up within certain limits, and the greareſt part of it was re» 
ſerved for the forces that were ſtill ro come up,whoſe number alſo was like to be much 
greater then that which was already quartered, | | 
Oroondates having reſted very well all nigbr, at his wakening found himſelf vifibly 
amended ; and, as a prodigy, admired the wonderful effe& of Ptolom:3s his herbs 
the Princes no ſooner h_ it, but they wenr into his Chamber to congratulate 
the beginning of his recovery. After ſome diſcourſes they had upon thatfubjcR, they 
fell to deliberare of their affairs, andcauling thoſe ro withdraw who were not of the 
Council, Prolomews asked the Prince of Scythiz's advice touching the beginnine cf that 
War. Oroendates received that reſpeR very cjvilly, andfor a long time defired to be 
excuſed if he rold not his opinion before lomany experienced Commanders ;' bur 
being willing to gain time for his cure, and torerard the progreſs of 4hole things 
which might be done without him, when he was forced by the entreary.of the reſt to 
ſpeak his mind, he declared that he thought it nor fit t© make any attempt before 
their Allies were come up, thinking them yet too weak to undertake anything againſt 
ſo many Princes as were of their enemies -party : but co this propofition Prglomecus 
anſwered, that it wa* true they-were weak; but they were (ure their. Enemies werg 
not ſtronyer in the fi-1d then they, and that the ſupplies they expcRed cquld' nog 
arrive before theirs, Oroyndates ſecing himſeif topped by. thac KL Homjever (id 
— e) 
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he) you onght to make knowa the reaſons you have to begin this War againſt 
Wcn who herEralore wers yoſur kefetds ,:as well co keep the reputation you have 


thiry thall knowy'the herty of the 
Princeſſes you take up arms, ſhould firſt ſend to demand them of your ene. 


them; thus you wiff ſhun <&ec thay mipht caft you, $df having ſurpri- 
ſed them an eo df ol Arian dfy hg d&laration you ſhall 


| | . PPY 

ſacceſs}, Lyſimaghus andfFb; e incelies and © man; 
gallanemnen,w | \ off ſhall by their rw. 4 
F. lavve thei ain- the Perritories of thoſe we conquer. The 


gods know with how much trouble I ſhall remain almoſt uſeleſs amongtt you, be. 
ing unable co augment your numbers with more then a fingle man, who perhaps 
will be one of the au inconfiderable of your party : but you will be pleaſed 
to pardon my want of power, in regard of the diſtance of my Ceuntry, and of 
my inab'liry to do any thigg.aherx, By tou of: the. ſevere humourof the King 
my Father. Lyſimachus interrupted the Prince at theſe words, We hope for more 
advantage ( ſaid he) from your fingle perſon then from a potent Army, nor ſhall 
we ever donbr of the viftory fo long as we fhall fight near you, Theſe words were 
accompanied with many others which the Princes uttered in praiſe of Oroondates,and 
they preſently approved the counſel he had given, of ſending to demand the Prin- 
cefſes. -* Tothat end having thought upon it 'awhile, they: made jagct Cleantes 


and | __ —_- Lyſimachi4 and Ptolomews, whorn they - judgedpropee for 
that Commiſion; as being known for'two men of courage, wiſdom, and ondut; 
they were Inſtantly called, and -whien they were fully inftraRgd whar they ſhould do, 
they took' harſe together; and went 'td' Babylon,  Withih a little "after Apamis, 
Arſinoe,Elzone,/and the orher Ladies, came into the Chamber, and finding Oroandates 
fo well thar he mighe ndure'company without inconveniency, they fate' 6wn by his 
bed, and begana pleafitig'converſation, Thaleftris who Knew? chat Cappayaciz, where- 
of her Kingdoni made'a part; was now the Jot of Enmenes, and who had need of his 
ſupport and! friendſhip-for' the tonſervarion 'of her eftate, Haid hold of that oppor- 
tuhity to make her ſelf lire of both, and' firting down'by him, after that by a 
fook fall of ſweetneſs ſhe had prepared Himi' for the alliance ſhe defired with him, 
Sir, (aid (hc) we have hitherto preſerved” our little Dominion either by arms or 
gentler meat, and all thoſe-that have been Maſters of Cappadocia, have by one of 
thoſe ways fuffered us to live within-onr limits; 1Fknow that the Province whiere my 
Predeceffors and I have reigned, makes a part of what is now at 'your diſpo- 
fing ; bit' Darius arid Alixander who had"the ſame right, have let us enjoy them 
peaceably, although 'our forces were tog 'weak to defend them againſt ſich potent 
Monarchs, nd you are wotthily their Succeflor , not-to have the ſame civility 
toward women who will eſteem you as they ought todo, and whoſe neighbour-hood 
ſha!l never giveyouany juſt cauſe of 'complaint againſt them, Exmenes who was Cx- 
eceding generous and civil, received the Queens diſcourſe, very reſpe&fully, and an- 
ſwered her, with that grace which accompanied all his words and aRions. 1 would 
It pleaſed the gods, Madam, that I could as cafily imitate Alexander the Great in the 
reſt of hisa&ions, as while 1 live I wilt ſurpaſs him in the conſideration he had of 
you; the honour of your neighbour-hood makes me prefer my part before any of all 
the reſt of Alexanders Succefſors, and if I could merit that of your alliance, I would 
imploy the credit of thiscompany to help we to obtain it. The en replyed to 
this complement with a great deal of ſubmiſſion, and having treated an alliance =_ 

oe im 
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him uporvithe ſudden, ſhe offered to encreaſe the Army of the: Princes with ſome 
Troops the would cauſe to be raiſed in her Territories, to: which Exmenes ſhould give. 
paſſage;and let them march with thoſehe expected pur of Cappadocia;for that purpoſe 
ſhe prayed him to lend. her a ſervant of his to accompany one of her women whom 
ſhe meant to.ſend into Themſcira, with order and commiillions to Menalippa to leavy 
ten thoufand Amazones, and march the ſame way with his forces. The Princes who 
could not undervalue ſuch a ſupply, gave very great thanks to Thalefttis, and that 
fair Queen not being willing to defer.the effe& of 'that reſolution, wene. preſently 
into her Chamber to write her Letters, : and get her diſpatch in ſuch a readineſs, thar 
her mefſznger might depare the next day after, part of that having been ſpent in theſe 
irployments,the night began already to draw near when Cleantes and Licaftes return 
ed from Babylon ; Asfoon as Lyſimachus ſaw them corhe in ;- How now friends, (faid 
he) what do you bring us? War, Sir, (anſwered Licaſtes,) and "tis tor war you muſt 
prepare.your ſelves, We receive war then (replyed Ptolomens.) and 'tis war for whith 
we are already prepared. Art theſe: words the Princes roſe up, and baving en- 
compalled the two Squires, they deſired ro know 'the circumſtances of their ne= 
gotiation , and to give them an account of it : Cleantes began on this man- 
NcTr ; ! 

By your command, my Lord, we' went to Babyjon, where we arrived withour 
any encounter; we found an out-guard on this fide the gate, the ſouldiers whereof 
having preſently ftopr us, we defired him that commanded them, to cauſe us to be 
brouzht unto R-x..ma and Perdiccas, to whom we were deputed by the confederate 


' Princes, The Captain who knew the Law of Nations, having given usa guard un- 


tothe gare, we there mer Penceitas to whom we declared the ſame, you could not 
come more fitly (faid he) to do your Embafſie, the Queen is now at Perdiccas his 
Lodgins, where the Council is held ro day, by reaſon that his wounds will not ſuffer 
him to go to the Palace. At theſe words he made us paſs between two long files of 
ſouldiers which -ſtood on. both fides of the ſtreet, and led us himſelf ro Perdiccas his 
Lodging, where we found a guard litt'e different from that which was wont to be 
about Alexander. We went up the ſtairs, and entred into Perdiccas his.chamber,where 
th: Counci! was already affembled, Penceftas being gone in before, and having given 
notice of our buſineſs,all the Princes roſe up, and coming cloſe about us-to hear what 
we would iay, pur us into the midft of a half circle which they made about Perdiccas 
his bed,at the head whereof Roxana was fitting. The company conliſted of Selexcas, 
C:ſſander, Leonatas, Alcetas, Penceſtas, Neoptolemws, and-ſome others whom I could nox 
well diſcern. After having ſhewed our Letters ſeal'd with your ſeals,and declared the 
power we had to ſpeak to them from you, Ly-aſtes addrefling himſelf unto Roxana, bee 
gan thus ; The Princes Lyſimacbus, Prolomeus, Enmenes,and. their Aﬀociares, armed for 
the ſame quarrel (wemade no mention of the 'rince of $eythia, becauſe you had for- 
bidden us) protelt that their keeping thoſe forces on foot which they commanded dus 
ring the life of the late King,and their calling the afſiſtance of their friends, has neither 
been out: of any varticular enmity, nor out of any defign to invade the Territories of 
thoſe who were heretofore their companions, but to render what they ow unto the 
memory of Alexander,and to ſertle Queen Statira his wife in her due Auwhority,reſto= 
ring her toliberty,and the Princeſs Pariſatis her Siſter, whom you have cruelly and un- 
worthily uſed, and whom you keep captives contrary toall juſtice;it is to demand them 
at your hands that they have ſent us to you, and to promiſe you, that as ſoon as you 
ſhall free and fatisfie them. they will draw-their forces-our of theſe parts and retire into 
thoſe Provinces which belong unto themſelves .After that Lycaſtes had ſpoken on this 
manner, we were carried into another room to give them time to deliberate what an= 
{wer they ſhould make. We ſtaid there above an hour, and then we were called in 
again tothe ſame place,where Roxana ſpeaking by the conſent of all the Princes ; We 
have heard ((aid ſh*) the propoſition of your Maſters, which we account as ftrange, 
as we well know that it proceeds. not from the metive you have a ledged ; the Prin» 
ceſles whom you demand,neither are nor ever were in our power, and we cannot take 
their railing of Arms for other then a manifeſt rebellion, againſt thoſe to whom they 
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yer ow obedience,and for a remainder of Meleagers ſedition; yet are we ready to par- 
don them this fault if they preſently depart our of our Territories, without purting us 
tothe trouble of driving thetn.our by open force, Theſe words of K otana's were follow. 
ed by murmur of the whoke afſemably, which exprefled how much they approved thar 
anſwer, Lyceſtes having dsked'Koxara if ſhe had nothing more to ” tohim,and recci. 
ving only a command torttire ;/Since you will give no other ſatisfaQion (faid he) to 
the Princes that- have ſent us;' 1 denounce war againſt you on their behalf. He no 
ſooner had mtered theſe words, but all char were preſent, caſt forth a loud cry, and 
by clapping their hands reſtifged that the word WAR was not capable to'terrifie them 
who had been bred up init, and Perdiccds putting one arm our of bed, and ftriking 
his thigh with an angry--a&ion, 'We accept the War with joy (replyed he) from 
them whom we defire notfor friends, and we will make it with them on ſuch a fa. 
thion, thatwithout doubt they ſhall be weary of it firft. Ar theſe words calling for 
a javelin,/ he broke it in our preſence, and caſt the pieces of it at our feer ; and Se- 
leucus and Neoptolemus drawing near unto Lycaſtes,Tell Prolomews ((aid Seleucus ) thar 
we ſhall now have a fair Field to decide our ancicnt quarrel, And tell Exmenes 
(added Neyprolemws) that we will quickly make apy.car the difference there is between 
a man of counſel like him, and a man of ation like me. 1 well perceived that all the 
company to whom Ewmezes his valor was ſufficiently known, did bur ſmile ar Neoptc- 
lemus his Rodomontado, and we were ready to have made him a reply;but preſently 
after Koxans commanded us to retire, and Alcetas following me to the ftair-head, 
whiſpered me in the ear,and faid(fo low that no body could over-hear him);Cleantes, 
[ did not threaten in publick, but you may tel] Lyſmachw in particular, that at our 
firſt encounter, we'l change a blow or two for Pariſatzs, He ſtaid not for an anfwer 
and our guard leading us inſtantly from the houſe, accomvanied us out of the Town, 
where we were not ſuffered to make any ſtay ; yet as we paſſed by, we ſaw all manner 
of preparations for the war. | 
Cleantes gave this account of the buſineſs they had been imployed in, and Oroonda- 
tes looking upon the faces of his three friends at the end of this Sicourke foe them all 
kindled with a juſt indignation; Ptolomews who knew Seleucys his virtue,and eftcemed 
him extreamly though he had been his enemy, received his challenge very mod:ſt!y, 
but Eumenes whoſe hatred to Neoptolemws was of another nature, could not ditſ:mble 
his choler nor keep himſelf within the terms of his ordinary moderation. - We'l ſee 
(faid he) whether 'that valiant man of afion can make this Counſellor flic in the 
open field, as he braves and injures him within doors. And Lyſmachus whoſe jealou- 
lie was revived by Alcetas his meſſage, and who dyed with grief to know his Miſtreſs 
was in the hands of that indiſcreet rival; And I (cryed he) ſwear by all the gods, 
that 4/cetas ſhall have the fatisfaRtion'he defires, and that the death of one of us (hall 
aſſure the other of the poſſeſſion of Pariſatis, To this talk of theirs Oroondates added, 
Perdiccas anal are not ina condition to threaten one another, and I am' ſo deſtined 
to do him gcod office:, that | can hardly hope he ſhould ever receive any ill ones from 
me. The Princes had ſome other diſcourſe, the conclufion whereof was, that nuw 
they ought toſtand upon their guard ſince the war was declared, and that they mult 
content thetnſelves with making little excurſions till their Allies came up, and not 
undertake any aticn of importance, before all their forces were united. The next 
day was imployed in fortifying the Camp, and in drawing a line on that fide toward 
the Town, from the hill unto the River; Lyſmachws took that care upen him, 
While Eumenes with certain Officers, and five hundred horſe went to the neighboring 
Borcughs and Villages to make them in a gentle way contribute to the maintenance 
of the Army, yet would they not uſe their power tyrannically, and though thoſe 
Towne belonved unto their enemies, not being willing to oppreſ+ a people that were 
innocent of their diſpleaſure, they liberally gave the money they had to pay for 
part of what they took, and by this order, or by the terrour of their Armies they 
brought ajl the places on this fide the Euphrates under their ſubje&ion,and thoſe that 
were on the other remained ſtill in the power of their Enemies. They had a partt- 


cular care to hinder good old Polemen from receiving any damage in his fortune, - = 
ca 
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fcad of burtheniug him wich any charge, they, to recompence the inconveniency he 
ſaffer'd,made him preſents of (uthcient value to fatisfic the ambition of a man more in 
love with riches then he was. In the mean time Oroondates recovered viſibly, and 
Ptolom-us having taken care himſelt to ſeek ſome of his herb for him (for ic had re- 
rained his name in the Court of Alexander) had luckilyfound a good quantity of itzhe 
was by his bed-ſ1de with the Amazone Queen,the two daughters of Artabaſus, and 
Araxes, when certain Troopers having obtained permiſſion, brought a man of rea- 
ſonable good faſhiun into the chamber, whom they had ſeen walking above their 
Camp, and whom they had taken tor a (py, after they had learn'd from his mouth 
thar he came from Babylon,and that he was of the enemies party; Ptolomews acked him 
gently who he was,and what he came to look for,ſo near their camp; 1 look (faid he) 
for that which we loſt upon the bank of chis river,and I am the Squire of the valianteſt 
man in the world. Thaleſtrzs having prayed him to explain himſelt a lietle further.you 
muſt not know what 1 look for (replied he) fince by a ſoveraign power lam forbid- 
den to tel] you,and that I can proteſt to you that yuu have no intereſt in it;but if you 
would know my Maſters name,it is too glorious to be concealed from you,and 1 will 
confeſs | have the honor to belong to the great Arſaces.Ar the name of Arſaces, Oroon- 
dates thrult part of his body out of bed,and defiring to learn news of him to whom his 
country was {o much oblig'd,and of whom he had heard fo many wonders; My triend 
(id he tothe Squire ) is it poſſible that the valiant 4rſaces ſhould be in the party of 
our enemie*?He is ſo without doubt(anſwered the Squire) bur; he is there it+ a condi- 
tion which ſuffers them not do draw much afliſtance from his valour, and which frees 
you ſrom the damage you might receive by it. Tell us I pray you,(replied Oroondates) 
in what condition he 1s, and fear nothing from us, who will give ywuall manner of 
gond uſave, My poor Maſter (iaid the Squire) is kept in. bed at Selewcus his lodg- 
inz, by fiv? or {1x *rzat wounds, whereof the Phyfitians and Chirurgions do yet fear 
the even: ; be received them a few dayes fince upon the bank of this river, in a ſingle 
com: which he fnvht againſt a ftranger, whoſe vaJour was little different from 
his: th1.4- £4. antave was equal,and thoſe two valiant enemies falling from their horſes 
at the .ame time, mv roor Maſter having loſt his ſenſes and underſtanding with his 
bl..od, had alſo loſt his life in my arms, if I had not bethoughe my ſelf ro ſeek for 
help,and if by the goodnels of the gods, my cries had nor been heard by a company 
of horſemen, who paſſed near me; and as we have known fince, were Selewcus and 
Caſſ:ader, with their followers, Some of them out of pity eauſed my Maſter to be 
carried away trom thence at my earneſt entreaty, -and afterward to: be bronght to 
Babylon, where having learned hi: name, and that reputation which ſpreads ir felt 
over all the earth, they cauſed him to be fo carefully looktd to, that out of grati- 
tude he has engaged himfelf in their party, and is ſorry for his want of health on- 
ly, becauſe it hinders him from requiting part of their good: offices in thoſe occaſi- 
ons which are like ſhortly to preſent themſelves. While the Squire ſpoke on this man- 
ner,0Oroondates muſed deeply upon his diſcourſe, and judging by fo many probabili- 
ties, that he with whom he had fought was certainly Arſaccs, he felt a chilneſs 
which ran through all his body, and cauſed extraordinary alterations in him. Pto- 
lomews and Thaleſtris perceived it ; but the Prince beins-defirous perfeRly to clear his 
doubt, Tell me (purſued he with a tone ſomething different from his tormer voice) 
what day this combat wa*,what arms thy Maſter wore,and if he had not foughe with 
Perdiccas before his meeting with that ſtranger? This is the eighth day (anſwered the 
Squire) fince that fatal encounter, my Maſter's arms were rufſer, and before that laſt 
combat he had fought two others; in the firſt whereof he left Perdiccas on the 
ground, and in the ſecond he beat half a ſcore horſemen ;, but though he won the 
honour and the field, he loſt a perſon whom he had taken from Perdiccas, and whoſe 
loſs he was as ſenſible of as he could be of that of his own lite. Oroondates needed 
no more, to perf=& his aſſurance that it was in the perſon of Ar/aces he had found 
the rival, who had ſounjuſtly robb'd him of his Princefles affzion, and who had 
ſo valianted diſputed them with him ; this knowledg grieved him very much,and re- 
membring what that man had done in favour of his friends, he was afflited that the 
gods 


418 CASSANDRA. Part Ill. 


gods had not raiſed him up another enemy, againſt whom he might without ingrati- 
ritudelet lodſe all his refentments. His ſadneſs appeared in his countenance, and his 
thoughts were known to Ptolomews, and'to' the fair Amazone ; he continued a good 
while in this'perplexity, which diſcovered it (elf by his alence, and by the motions 


of hiveyes,. + He conſidered as much as poſſibly he could , how mi:ch his country was 
indebted co Arſices his ſervices, and called to mind that friendſhip he had conceived 


himfelk-at the recital of Lyſimachius, and of all thoſe he had heard {y-cak of him, and 
that refle&ion was ſtrong enough to grieve him very ſenſibly; but it was too weak 
torelilt the tmpetuouſneof his jealouhie, and art the firlt afſault it made wron him, 


alltheſe powerful remembrances vaniſhed out of his mind. What ! (cried he turiouf- 


ly) it Arſaces then who ſteals from me the heart of my ingratctul Princeſs ? and 


have the gods decreed, that he, who was fo officious ro my country, ſhould be cruel 


to mealone, and ſhould now be the unjuſt raviſher of a happineſs] had ſo lawfully 
acquired; /ahd fo dearly bought ? Ah !he ſhall die, that injurious ſupplanter, who 
has robb%d me of a prize which was due to none but me; he {halldie, that Arſaces, 
that pittilef enemy, for whom I had more gentle, and more grateful thoughts; and 
ſince he tears away my-life with ſo much injuſtice and inhumanity, .let him know 
that our-cnemies walls:arenot able to defend him againſt a rival] whom he has pre. 
cipicated into deſpair; Oroondates brought forth theſe words with fuch a tranſported 


!/aFion,that they ſurpriſed the whole company,and Arſaces his Squire was ſo aſtoniſhe 


ed at them, that he durſt not open his mouth in the defence of his Maſter. He after- 
wards rowPd over a thouſand violent thoughts in his imagination,and when they had 
kept him hlent a reaſonable while ; Friend ! (continued he, addrefling himſelf to he 
Squire) thou maiſt tell Ar/aces that thou haſt ſeen his enemy, who reduced him in- 
to the condition thou lefr'ſt him in, and who received theſe wow ds, which keep him 
now in bed, from no body but him ; that 1 praiſe the gods for having infpired him 
with the deftgn of putting himſelt into the party of cur enemie*, and that to what 
part of the world ſoever he retires, I will infallibly eicher bring him death,or receive 
ic from his hands ; Tet him know that our lives are incompatible, that our combats 
ſhall be eternal, and that our war ſhall never have an end, til! cither he die to ſatis 
fie my Juſt revenge,or that I fallto ſecure his conqueſt. Bid him recover his health, 
and his {trengch,to make an end with me; & tell him that though 1 am his mortal, ir- 
reconcilcable enemy,” I will contribute to his cure, that | may the ſconer ſce him 
in a condition to give me ſaricfaftion ; and indeed ir is not reaſonable, I ſhould make 
uſe of that advantage whichichance, and the care of my friend< have given me ; ſince 
our wounds were equal, it is juſt our remedies ſhould be equal too ; nor ſhould an 
herb put any difference between the eſtates of two men, in whom valour left none at 
all at the ifſne of our combat, Take that herb thou ſecft uron the table, cauſe it to 
be applyed unto his wounds, and be moft certain that rhou ſhalt quickly ſee him as 
well as I am; if thou diſtruſt the Preſent of an enemy, thou ncedſt but look ujon 
my wounds, where thou thalt ſee ſome ot the ſame; and perchance it will be known 
by ſome about him, who are not ignorant cf the effe& it wronght heretofore upon 
Ptolomews , but tell him,that I neither pretend to any acknowledgment from him, nor 
do him this covrtefie with any intention tc be reconciled to kim; but witha firm de- 
fon ſhortly to begin the fighr again, which our wounds have interrupted. Orocndates 
when he had ended theſe words, eommanded Araxes to give the Squire part of the 
herb that had been gathered for him,and prayed prolomews ro cauſe him to be con- 
duRed ſafely out of their quarters, Allthe company wonderinz at this ation could 
not ſufficiently admire the greatneſs of his courage; and generous Ptolomexs himſelf, 
who was raviſhed at iras well as the reſt. could not forbear crying out z O gcds! 
tor whom do you reſerve the Em; ire of the world it you give it not unto this Prince, 
who by ſo many admirable ations teſtifies to men, that he holds more of your na- 
tre then cf theirs. A ter this exclamation, he confirmed the Squire in the know- 
Ide the Prince had given him of the virtue of his herhz and the Sanire who would 
thaw ſomthing of generofiry as well as they, received ir non their wor d, without de- 


mandinz further proof, and thanking Oromgdates with much ſubmitſion he went p 
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of the chamber,and took his way toward Babylon with the convoy Ptolomens had.ap- 
poinced him, But Araxes, who knew his Maſters intention, would not leave him, tor 
tear he ſhould learn Oroomdates his name of ſome of thoſe that convoyed him;and took 
ſo good order amoneglt them, that though he often enquired, he could not poſlibly 
inform himſelf. Within a while after Lyſimachus coming into Oroondares his chamber, 
and having heard the recital of what had paſſed,exprefſed a great deal of trouble,that 
Arſaces, with whom he had made a friendſhip, and of whom he had a marvellous 
eſteem z Was in the enemies party,and was himſelf Croordates his particular enemy;but 
in the end the intereſts of that Prince, and his own together, ſtifled part of his grief, 
and diſpoſed him to bear that advantage of his enemies wirh patience. After that day 
the Princes made ſome little excurſtons toward Babyton,and began the war with ſome 
fight encounters; but becauſe the enemy kept cloſe, waiting for the ſuccours of their 
Allies, and that the parties which were ſent forth had order to hazatd nothing,there 
happened no memorable encounter. 

It would be tedious,and ſuperfluous, punfually to relate all the diſcourſes,and all 
the ations of leſs importance which pafſed during the time that Oroondate*s wounds 
detained him in-his bed,and before the arrival ot thoſe forces the Princes expeQcd;ir 
will ſuffice to know that his cure went on with a prodigious ſucceſs, and that his 
healch rerurned fo ſuddenly,that within a week after his encounter with Arſaces his 
Squire,he was well enough to leave his bed,as he did with theChirurgion*- permiſſion. 
Some three or four days after that,the Princes ſeeing that of their general Rendezyous 
draw near, and having had norice that their allies advanced with great marches to- 
wards the Town appointed, Lyſimachus and Exmenes went from Polemon's houſe with 
a thouſand horſe to meet them, and bring them to the place whete they were already 
encamped.O0roondates,who ſaw them go.away,and who felt the return of his forces, be- 
gan totake up his former fierceneſs,,ant as- a young Lion wakens his anger with his 
tai!, he animated his courzge by. the remembrance of his loſſes, and excited himſelf 
with motions of joy, unto the warheſaw already kindled, Yet did not that obje& 
ſmother the remembrance of his love,but as ofrenas he was alone with Cleone, he re- 
newed the diſcourſe of it with a vehemence ablerto ruine a health not well confirmed. 
Cleone,to cure bim of thoſe violent thoughts, juſtified her Miſtreſs as well as poſſibly ſhe 
could againſt his accuſations, proteſted to him with a thouſand oaths, that ſhe did 
mot ſo much asknow Arſaces, and that ſhe had waited conſtantly enough upon the 
Queen her Miſtreſs to ſwear for her, that ſhe had never been in his company but 
ſome few moments;and *rwas very unlikely,that great and virtnous Queen,who in the 
fad eſtate of her fortune, and even when {he chouphe her ef forſaken by him, had 
ſolong reſiſted the ſuit of Alexander, ſhould ſo ſuddenly,and fo lightly caſt her affe- 
ions upon that ſtranger. Oroondates ſaw a great deal of probability in what ſhe 
ſaid, and bur little ground for his ſuſpitions $1 but when he remembred the teſtimony 
he had received with his own eyes, and the conformity thereof with the report of 
Perdiccas, with that of Clone her ſelf, and with that of Arſaces his Squire, he was 
conftrained to fall again into that cruel belicf,which ftruek him into deſpair, & depri- 
vedhis reaſon of all the power it was wonbto have over him , to fortifie that opinion 
he alledged ro Cleone, the wonderful cffefts of inclination, and what he heard Lyfi- 
machw, and many others ſpeak, touching the good qualities and graceful perſon of 
Arſaces, The ele&ion Arſaces had made of the other party, joyned it ſelf allo to that 
remembrance. Ir is not likely (faid he) char after having foughe againſt Perdiccas, 
and put h'm in a condition which promiſes him but little ſecurity,he ſhould'caſt him. 
(cif on his fide, if he were not moved to it by ſome ſtronger conſideration then his 
friendſhip to Selexcus ; No, no, he is advertiſed that Statzra,or Caſſandray (call her 
which you will) is now in Babylon, and *twas to be near her, that he forgot his re- 
ſen:ments, and the peril which threatens him near ſo dangerous an enemy; but be 
it how it will, Cleone, we ſhall ſce the ſucceſs cf it after the end of this War; and if 
it pleaſe the gods that Arſaces ſurvive me,the Queen ſhall poſſeſs him in tranquillity, 
which ſhe ought never to hope for, while I am alive. Theſe were his ordina 
thoughts, wherein he was often comforted by the fair Amazone Qui1een, and _ 
. car 
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dear wives of Ptolomexs,and Exmenes, who knowing moſt part of his diſcontents, and 
having ſucceeded their elder fiſter in her good will roward him,endeavored to mode. 
rate his trouble,by reaſons like thoſe wh'ichC leone repreſented to him,& which he him. 
ſelf could not / — Gmmnaret He was in this converſation with them, at one of the win= 
dows of his chamber,when caſting his eye over the neighbouring held,he obſerved an 
extraordinary ſhining a great way off. All the company looked that way aftcr/him 
and when the cbjc&s were a little nearer, they diſcovered that the Sun-beams pro. 
duced that effe& upon the arms of the troops that were advancing;and within a while 
after,they diftinly perccived tae firſt ſquadrons,and the firſt battalions af that great 
army which had been ſo much expe&ed,and which Lyſimachws and Eumenes were gone 
to meet. He likewiſe ſaw Ptolomets take horſe, with Queen Thaleſtris,and ſome of the 
Officers of his Camp, to welcome thoſe ]]luftrious friends, who disbanding themſelves 
from their ſeveral commands,came galloping alſo to receive thoſe dear embaſſies, and 
made a little body of rhe greateſt men that were inthe world ; This reception was 
made between the two Armies, who at that fight ſent forth ſhouts and cries of joy, 
and of alliance, which made the banks of Expbrates eccho to the very Gates of Baby. 
Im. A thouſand flying banners, a thouſand ſtandards diſplayed, and the glittering 
luſtre of well-poliſhed arms were diſcerned by Oroondates, and even the ſound of the 
trumpets, and the neighing of the horſes already came unto his ears. The Princeſſes 
who ſtood by him grew pale at theſe objefts,but they abſolutely rouzed up the Princes 
martial humour,and made him with ſome kind of ſhame and repentance remember his 
glorious apprentiſhip in that trade, his good beginnings in ir, and the progreſs he 
might have made, if it had not been interrupted by his love, This refleQtion drew 
ſome ſighs from him,and kindled an extraordinary colour in his face, He burncd alrea- 
dy with a defire to know all thoſe valiant men, whoſe fame was ſpread through the 
whole world,and amongſt whom he was ſure he ſhould yet find a good number of his 
friends;and without doubt his defire bad been farisficd that very day, if Lyſmachas, 
who had a mind to ſhew them to the Prince in all-their gallantry, which ſo well be» 
came them,had not prayed them to defer their viſit, and to reſt themſelves the re- 
mainder of that day in tents that were prepared for them, while he bufied himſelf 
with Exmenes in making their forces encamp, whoſe quarters were a!l appointed, and 
their places ſet out for them;The order that had been taken many dayes before facili- 
tated their encamping,and that great number of men was in a ſhort time lodg*d com« 
modiouſly,and without diſorder or cenfuſton ; the proviftons were already come, as 
well thoſe they brought along with them, as the other which by F:menes his care 
were gotten from the neizhbouring plates, and from rhe open Country ; and thoſe 
forces which were hutted aJready,reccived them that were newly arrived,and accc m- 
modated them with ſuch as they bad ; fo that contrary to the ordinary cuftum, that 
army was lodged almoſt at its very arrival, and pafſed the night very contented!y. 
Prolomeus, Lyjrmachus,and Enmenesafter having imvloyed the reft of the day, and the 
beginning of the night in ledeing their friends, and accommodating rhe ſouldiers,re- 
turned to Oroondates,and having excuſed themſclves that they could keep him compa» 
ny no better, by reaſon of the neceſſity of their aff:irs, they gave him acconnt of 
what they had done, and of the order in which they had put the camp.Orcondates re» 
ceived their civilicies with much reſpe,and L'\fmackus having asked him,if he would 
not ſee their army in battalia, and all the commanders at the head of their men, the 
next day in caſe his health would permit himto be carried in a litter as far as the 
plain, he ſhewed an extream defire to do ſo, and the Chirurgion having affured 
him that he might without danger, hc prepared himſelf for that ſight with great fa- 
tifaQtion. He paſſed that nicht very impatiently, and the n-xt morning getting bim- 
ſelf ready, he no ſooner heard that the army was in batralia, but he went out of his 
chamber with the Ladics ; and when he was come down the ſtairs, finding a lit- 
ter which waited for himyhe got 4+ into it, with Queen Thaleftris wha as well and as 
warlike at ſhe was, would needs keep him company ; the other Ladies {cated them- 
ſelves in the Chariots prepared for them,and all of them rogether unded\the condut 
of. Cleantes and Araxes, croſſed through the place where.the forces had been - 
camped 
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camped, and fram whence the Commanders had drawn them out that morning tO 
imbactel them in the plain a few turlongs below. The Prince found them in excellent 
order, and preſently admired the Grecian diſcipline, and the Macedunian Phalai . 
That which had facilicated the leavy of ſo many men, and their ſo ſudden artival,zvas 
that all they who commanded them at that time, and who had raiſed them partly in 
thoſe Territories that were fallen to their ſhare, bad commanded in thofe ſame Pro- 
vinces in Alexazders life-time, in the quali of Governours, and many of them reſfi- 
ded inthem already, and had there received the requeſt of Lyſmacbws, and Ptolomeus, 
rt arm thoſe in their favour, who fance the Kings death were become their fubjets. 
Thoſe people who were accuſtomed to obey them,acknowledg'd them gladly,and fol. 
lowed them without difficulty in that expedition ; and in theſe Provinces where the 
Princes were abſent, as thoſe of Lyſimecbus,Ptolomens, and many others, the Lieute. 
nants they ha left theregtake arms at their firſt funmons,and had found no trouble in 
making thoſe people obey them, who adored them for their virtue and who hoped to 
enjoy the ſame happineſs under their reign, which they had tafted under their govern- 
ment. The forces were not drawn up in batralions and ſquadrons fir for a battel, nor 
was the Cavalry upon the wings ſeparated from the infantry,but they wese sanked ac- 
cording to their Nations, and followed their feveral Commanders, who without ſuch 
grder as is proper for ſervice, marched at the head of their now ſubjefts. The firſt that 
appeared to Oroondates his eye, were thoſe of the greater Pbrygia,under the condutt of 
their Prince 4ntizonws,confilting of four thouſand horſe, and cight thouſand foot, they 
had ſomthing of the effeminatenels of their country ; but they began to grow warlike 
under their new Maſter,and to learn a trade of him,wherein he had pafſed his appren- 
tiſhip under King Philip, and had acquired fo great reputation under Alexander. 
Aungonus was mounted upon a very large bay horſe, all his body was covered wicki 
yell poliſhed fteel, heighred with gold upon the edges, and his hair which began te 
turn gray, Was prefied with alictle head-picee after the fafhion of rhe Greeks, ſhaded 
with a plume of feathers ; he had two ftecl-begded darts in his right band, and with 
the Icft he bore a weighty ſhield, the workmanſhip of the moſt induſtrious Maſters in 
Greece, The comly preſenee of Anzjigarns, and that high renown of him, which 
ſpread it (elf every abroad, would have: sbliged Oreondates to conhider him 
with a long attention,if his Gght had not been withdrawn from him,to fix it ſelf upon 
z more pleaſing obje& ; It was his ſon the young Prince Demetrius, who rode by his 
fathers fide,with a grace able to attraft the eyes and hearts of all the world, his beau- 
ty was nothing inferiour to that of the faireſt Ladies of 4Afia,and his eyes had a charm- 
ing ſweetneſs in thena which gained affeRjons inſenſibly ; if he was handſome, be 
was yet more valiant ; and though he was ſcarcely full cighteen years old, he in the 
laſt exploits of Alexapder, had giyen proofs of a growing valour, which even in its 
beginnings yielded not to that of the moſt renowned warriors; but if he was handfotm 
and valiant, he was yet more amorous. Never vvas ſoul more capable then his of the 
ſweet impreflions of Love, and in the whole courſe of his life, which was one of the 
moſt glorious, and illuſtrious that ever was, the ſevereft minds never found any other 
blemiſh, ſave a roo great propentity to that paſhan which crimina! Philcfophers have 
condemned. He was upon the back of a white borſe full of little black ſpots, who 
by his proud carriage, and ately tror, fer off the graceful faſhion, and pleafing garb 
of his Maſter ; all his armour glictered wich gold, and ftanes of value ; his coat of arms 
was all covered vvith an embrodery vvhich did not ill accompany the richneſs of them; 
and to ſhevv that ſoft inclination vvas predominant in him, he in his ſhield had the, 
image of the god of love, painted by the hand of the admired Apelles. The fightof 
this young Prince, did marvelloutly delight che great Oraendates, and the generous 
Tbaleſtris;but preſently after they vvere not If faricficed vvith that of rvvo renovyned 
Captains, vvhom fame had already made knovvn to the vvhole vvorld they vvere Cra« 
ters, and PolyDercon ; Craterus who by his admirable virtue, vvas vvorthy to ſhare 
Alexanders affc&ions vvith Hepheſtion, and vvho loft nothing in his inclination,vvhich 
he gained not vvith advantage in hjs :fteem 4 Crarernus vvho alone obliged that great 
King to reſpeRts, and honours, from vvhich his greatneſs excuſed him tovvard all the 
Hhh vvorld, 
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world, and Craterus briefly, who only by his virtue did till his death preſerve the 
chief anthority among the Macedonians, and the chict place in the hearts of all the 
ſouldiers. Polypercen for his valour was not leſs conſiderable then he, and he kept up 
his reputation ſo well among Alexanders ſucceſſors, that nor long atrer, he in the opi- 
nion of the great Pyrrhus was preferred before all the reft, Theſe two brave men to. 
gether, led the half of thoſe thirty thouſand Macedonians, which deceaſed Alexaner 
had cauſed to be raiſed for his guard, and which he had drawn about him a while 
before his death, the reſt of them had refuſed to ftoHow their companions, and had ta. 
ken part with Perdiccas ; they were all foot, but their arms were light, their perſons 
well choſen, and their diſcipline ſo good, that the Princes grounded the better part 
of their hopes upon them. Aﬀrer theſe, appeared the Syrians under the cnc cf 
Laomedon, they were heavily armed, and never fought but ſtanding ſtill; yet though 
they did little incommode the enemy by going out upon parties, and were exempred 
from all duties of light-armed men, they made profeſſion to fight in their ranks ro 
their laſt breath, and to ſuffer themſelves to be cur all in pieces, before they would let 
their battalions be broken;their number was three thouſand horſe,and ſeven thouſand 
foot, and their valiant Leader was able to ſhew an hundred ſcars, received under Alex. 
ander in a thouſand encounters wherein he had made himſelf remarkable. The Syri. 
ans were followed by the Cilicians under their Prince Ph:lotas, who worthily bore the 
name of the firſt Philotas, Parmenio's unfortune ſon that ended his life in torments by 
the command of Alexander, whoſe favorite he had been a while beforezthey were two 
thouſand horſe and fix thouſand foot, After which appeared the brave Exmenes,at the 
head of the Cappadocians,and Paphlagonians; he from the Territories of A” '(a, and 
the banksof the Ir, and the Thermodaon, had drawn fix thouſand horſe the bet: of the 
whole Army, making uſe of that advantage which Cappadoci. hath above all the Pro- 
vinces of Afia, to breed ſuch as are extreamly handſom, and excellent good for icr- 
vice, and out of Paphlazenia he had fix thouſand foor, who were armed only with 
little morions, and light corflets, and who quite contrary to the Syrians fought little 
ſtanding {t1]l, but tired out an Army. by contioual excurfions, and thought no paſſage 
difficult, nor any ſtraitſo dangerous, but they would ger through it with a wonder- 
ful nimbleneſs. Mexander came next to them, followed by t1x chouſand Lydiars, a 
tender, effeminate people, and little able to endure the hardſhip of war, bur yet were 
very apt.co learn, and-obeyed the commands of thelr Officers, with much dependence 
and fidelity. Thoſe that drank the waters of Ns, and the ſcorched inhabitants of 
thoſe parts.of A(rica;and: Arabia which are near to E7ypt came after them,under their 
valiant Prince Ptolomezs; bur they marched with a pride which they drew from the 
glory of their Prince, and ſeemed, by their bold, and ftately pace to promiſe that they 
would be.invincible fo long as Protomeno was at the head of them , and certainly the 
military'preſence of their Commander, ſuited nor ill with their fiercenefs : for Queen 
Thalejtris who ſhewed him to Oroondates, compared him to thoſe images of the god 
Mars, which ſhe had often ſeen in the Temple of his Country ; if he had his garb, he 
alſo had h's. virtuc,&:among the moſt valiant in the world;there were few that fought 
in their own perſon with mare courage, norled men on to battel with more prudence. 
His forces, as well thoſe he commangded- during A!:xanders life, as the others which 
Cleomencs had broughthim'ovr of his Province, contitted of eight thouſand horſe,and 
twelve thouſand foot. Scarce had the Prince taken off his eye from Prol»mens, when 
he fixt it-upo": an obje&, which wakened his old remembrances with much tender- 
neſs. It was Prince Oxyazes, who for the quarrel of his Nieces had armed the Batiri- 
ans, and marched at the head of them with countenance which ſufficiently expreſſed 
with whar'aff-Qion he ſtill conſidered the reliques of his Brothers family ; he was in 
the flower of his agez;and in the Majeſty of his face one might cafily' fee, both che 
grearneſs of his courage,and that of his quality. With him was the good old Artehe- 
ſus, whoſeforces were minvled with his.and what with Ba&rjans,and Zogdians made 
the number of fix thouſand horſe, and ten thouſand font, armed vvith oiled leather, 
and uryon their left arms bearing-large Targets, vvherevvith they covered moſt oart 
their bodies. Oxyanes vvas on horſe-back,and that gallant old man Artabaſus vva* car- 
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ricd in a Litter, not being willing to make his age an excuſe to exempt him foam 
what he owed unto the blood of Dariws, and to the intereſt of his ſons in law z- By 
him rode his own two ſons Copbes, and 1lioneus, all that were left of a greater number, 
who firſt for Darizs his quarre), and then for Alexanders, had nobly loſt their lives 
in war. Oroondates conlidered theſe dear and ancient friends with very affe&tionate 
motions, and would have gone ſtraight toward them, if the Amazone Queen had not 
told him, it would be better to defer his endearments, which elſe would difturb the 
order of thoſe things that ſtill were to be ſeen. Oroondates forbore at the Queens en. 
treaty, and next ſaw Philip paſs by with four thouſand Hyrcanian horſe ; Phrataphernes 
with a like number of Armenians,and Archeſilaus with fix thouſand more,drawn from 
the further parts of Meſopotamia, The laſt that appeared at that famous review was 
the brave Lyſimachus,and certainly it could not end by a perſon,that could more wors 
thily fill bis place,nor that could leave the ſpeftators a more pleafing Idea of the laſt 
objetts of that day; among ſo many thouſand men, there was not one that knew bet- 
ter how to uſe a (word, or javelin, but neitherin ſo great a number was there any 
body, whoſe fierceneſs in arms was fo becoming, and whoſe preſence was ſo maje- 

ſtick, He mounted an able cheſnut-horſe, which Alexander had given him at the laſt 

batcel he fought againſt the Coffeans ; that noble beaſt, whom the 4ight of other 

horſes, and the ſound of the inftruments had ſtirred, was all white with foam, and 

went with a proud ſprightly ation, which ſeemed to expreſs the contentment he had 

to be ſuabjeR to none but ſuch great Maſters. Lyſimachus fince the news of his Prin- 

ceſſes being alive, no longer clouded his arms with black as he was wont, to declare 

the ſadneſs of his heart, and the loſs of his hopes; but that day they vvere covered 

vvith green, and enriched vvith Emeralds of great price,vvhich gave an extraordinary 

luſtre, being ſet in antick heads upon his ſhoulders, in thoſe upon his buskins, andin 

other places, where they ſeemed to ſtand with ſome ſhew of neceſſity ; The creſt up- 

on his head-piece was a ſerpent of the ſame mettal with his arms, which ſtretched it 

ſelf with long windinzs round about his head, and darting out a triple-pointed ſting, 

ſcemed by the induſtry of the workman to ſend forth real hiflings ; his ſhield was of 
the ſame matter, but Lyſimachus by Alexanders command, had laid aſide his former 

devices,to cauſe the dreadful Lion which he had (lain with ſo admirable a valor ro be 

engraven init, with theſe words underneath in Greek, Pariſatis conquered it, His caf- 

ſock (the {leeve whereof appeared under his poldron, and the «kirt came down as far 

as his knee) was of the colour of hisarms, embroidered with little funs of gold, and 

Emeralds like thoſe upon his arms, faſtened in certain places of ic. He had a long 

Javelin in his right hand, and by his fide a rich (word hanging in a curions «kart 
wrought by the hands of Pariſatis, who by the interceſſion of Alexander himſelf, and 

the command of Syſigambis, had given it him when he went with the Kingto fight 

againſt the Cofſeans, In this equipage marched Lyſimachns at the head of the Thraci- 

ans, of the jnhabicants of Ponrzes, and of the BrÞpborxs, valiant, warlike nations, out of 
which their new Prince had drawn fix thouſand hor(e, and twelve thouſand foot. This 
was the number of their forces, the names of their Nations, and of thoſe that com- 

manded them, but belides them, there was alſo a great many eminent men, who 
wichout any command ſerved in their own perſons with their friends, or kindred. 

Among theſe were Prince Oxidates, Mithranes, young Pharnabaſus, Leoſtenes the ſon 
of Ariobarſanes, Menelaus brother to Ptolomens, Leocaris, and Dioxippus the ſon of 
Mentro, Callicrates the ſon of Philotas, Demochares the ſon of Laomedon, young, Alex. 
ander the ſon of Pulypercon, Trafillus the brother of Menander, the valiant Tyridater, 

Cambyſes, and Araſpes the ſons of Mezexs, Cleobulus ſon to the unfortunate Orfizes, 
Liſftander the ſon of Phrataphernes, Philiſtratus the ſon of Archefilans, and many 

others, who in virtue, and greatneGof courage, were no way inferior to'thoſe whoſe 

fortune was more advantageous then theirs, both inthe favour of the late King, and 
in the ſharing of the Provinces, 

This ſtately review being ended, all theſe famous warriors alighted, and under the 
condudt of Lyſimachus, drew near to Oroondates his litter, That gallant Prince recci- 
ved them with civilities worthy both of him, and them, and paid them ſuch reſpe&ts 

Hhbh 2 as 
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as were only due to the chiefeſt and moſt illuſtrious perſons upon earth ; he gave a 
moſt courteous, and ſubmiſive reception to Antizonu and his ſon, to Craterys, to 


Polypercon, to Laomedon, and the reſt, whoſe reputation had produced in him a high 
eſteem of their merit ; but as ſoon as he ſaw Oxtartes, and Artabaſw come toward 
him, he did his endeavour to have gotten out of his Litter, and embraced them with 
tremblings of heart, and fighs which Ropt the courſe of his Soong Prince Oxiartes 
and old Artabaſis, exprefled the ſame tenderneſs to him, and remembring together 
their firſt acquaintance, the fall of Darixs his houſe, and the change of their fortunes, 
they ſolemnized that enterview with many tears, in which a good part of the'by. 
ſtanders were interefſed. The number of ſo many conſiderable perſons hindred Oroon. 
dates at that time from ſaluting every one of them particularly ; but that hindred not ' 
all the Princes from looking upon him with the admiration which had already ſeized 
them, at the recital of his gallant ations : Cratervs put him in mind of the encounter 
he had with him at the battel of Iſ#s, and of the diſadvantage the gods had ſent him, 
for offering to oppoſe that valour,to which all humane valour ought to yield.Oroonda- 
zes received Crateruss diſcourſe with a great deal of humility, and excu ed his fall, by 
the diſorder of a throng wherein valiant men,and cowards come down together, Theſe 
words drew on a nuble and pleafing converſation among ſo many perſons of note, 
from whom the fair Amazone Queen (who was known to many of the company 
that bad retained the Idea of her, from the time of her voyape to Alexander ) recei- 
ved the honors that were due unto her merit, & to her quality;all the eminent perſons 
in that great Army deſired to partake in that acquaintance,and the preſs which began 
to incommode the Princes, obliged them to think of retyring, when from mcwh to 
mouth there came a rumour among them, that there was ſome diſorder at one end of 
the Camp. Lyſimachus, Eumenes, Demetrius, Laomedon, and many others with them, 
turned toward that fide,and cauſed room to be made for them to go and appeaſe that 
tumult,while the reſt with Oroon4.rter,and Thaleſtris went toward Polemons houſe, The 
cauſe of the noiſe that had been heard, was this; five or fix troopers being three or four 
hundred paces from their body, and following the bank of the river cither by order 
from their captain,or for ſome paricular intention, ſaw coming ſoftly toward them, a 
Cavalier attended only by one Squire; his garb, and the pace he rode, fhewed that he 
was either very weary,or deeply buried in in his thoughts; but whatſoever his poſture 
was,one might ſee he was of a very fair ſtature,the colour of his arms was near to that 
of withered leaves, but they were ſcattered over with black ſpots, and with ſome 
ſparks of fire in many places; his coat of arms was of wrought ſteel , and his cack 
was covered with plumes of the ſame colour, and with a lons black horſe tail, which 
waved upon his ſhoulders ; with his left hand he carried a ſhield, wherein he alfo bore 
fables, a mans heart torn by many vultures, and theſe words in Greek, Or ceaſe to tear 
me, or make me ceaſe tolive, In his right hand he held a ſtrong javelin, whereof ha- 
ving ſet the end of the ſhaft upon his foot, he ſeemed to lean upon it with all his 
weight, Theſe horſemen having looked a while upon him, and ſeeing him come ſtill 
nearer tothe camp in that melancholy faſhion, whether it were that they took him 
for a ſpy, or that they had a mind to know who he was, advanced toward him un- 
civilly enough, and s 6 him bluntly, What he was, and whither he went? The 
ſtranger lift up his head at the noiſe they made in coming to him, and ſeeing himſelf 
encompaſſed and examined by thoſe fellows; Friends (faid he) I follow my way ; I 
know not who you are,and you have nothing to do to know who I am, The forward- 
eft of the Troopers netled with this diſdainful anſwer, Whoſocever you are (replyed 
be) you ſhall come before our Generals, to give them an account of what I have ack» 
ed you, and what buſineſs brinzs you fo near unto our camp ; ſaying theſe words he 
ſeized upon his bridle, and preſenting the point of his Javelin at him, commanded 
him to follow him. The ſtranger who naturally was none of the moſt patient, could 
not ſaffer the violence that was offered him, and without conſidering the number of 
his enemies, he ruſhed againſt him that had laid hold of his rein, with his ſbicld, and 
with the breaſt of his horſe ſo impetuouſly, that he ſent him and his horſe tumbling 
breathleſs tothe ground ; the reſt Rirred up by the fall of their —_ ran ; 
uriouly 


Book III. CASSANCDRA. 4.25 
furionſly to revenge him; & the ſtranger who had already prepared himſelf ta receive 
them, made ar the firſt ſo-unfortunately for him, that he ſtruck his Javelin inat his 
throat,$ laid him dead among the horſes feet. After this ation, _ go his javelin 
he drew his (word, and fa'ling inamong them with an. incomparable fiercencſs, he 
made them quickly know, that they had vainly hoped to get the advantage over him 
by their number;the third of his enemies was already gyawing:the earth, having recei- 
ved a thruſt which ran him quite through the body, and thoſe that were left began to 
think of running away,when the noiſe of the fight ” near.the camp, was heard by the 
neareſt troops ; ſome of the troopers ran preſently thither, who ſeeing thejr compani- 
ons dead and wounded, betook themſelves to their fide, and without canfidering the 
Laws of honour fe!l all together upon the ftranger, who received. them with an 
afluredneſs able to ftrike that terror into them whereof he himſelf was incapable. 
Come baſe cowards (cried he) come, and believe that though I care but lictle for 
my lite, I'le ſell it you at as dear a rate asifI loved it very much. Speaking theſe words 
he flew amongſt them like a thunderbolt, and covering himſelf with his ſhield with 
an admira;:)e dexterity, he dealt his blows to the boldeſt of them with (o- great a 
force, that every one of them carried either death, or an incurable wound along with 
it, Butthe number ſtill encreaſed, and how valiant ſoever he was, yet being neither 
immortal, nor invulnerable, he began to know the danger which he could not fear, 
and though ftoutly aſſilted by his Squire, he muſt infallibly have ſunk at laſt, if Mee. * 
nander,Phratapherncs,Oxilates,Tliones,Tiridates, & a great many more had not come 
to the place ofrhat unequal combat. Menander when he ſaw thoſe horſemen to be 
his, made himſe!fknown to them by a loud cry, and commanding them to retire,he 
diſengaved the valiant ſtranger from the imminent danger that threatned him. When 
he wa: delivered from the aſſaults of ſo many enemies, heput up the beaver of his 
cask a little to take breath, and Menander coming up ſoftly to him, after having con- 
ſidered the number of men he had loſt, and obſerved the greatneſs of their wounds, 
and the force of the hand that had made them, looked very heedfully upon him,and 
through the opening of his cack perceiving ſomething in his face that was extreamly 
handfom ; Whoſoever thou art (faid he) I know not upon what occafion thou 
haſt killed my men here before my eyes, and in fight of the whole Camp, I am obli- 
ged toack ſatifaftion of thee for their death, but I will rake it fairly without odds ; 
and though theſe bloody marks of thy valor were enough to territe common perſons, 
they ſhall not move me to commit a baſencſs, nor make uſe of ny companions other= 
wiſe then as ſpeRators of our combat. Menander had newly ended theſe words when 
LyFmachus, Eumenes,Sthe reſt that that were with them,cams unto that place,&having 
in ſhort learned the cauſe of that fizht,and the former ſucceflcs, they diſpoſed them- 
ſelves to be witneſſes of the event,and to hinder that valiant man from receiving any 
foul play. The ftranzer gaveno anſwer to HMenander, but taking a javelin from his 
Squire, he turned his back to his enemy, to fetch a carreer by his example. Their ilfu- 
ſtrious ſpeators with impatiency expected the iſſue of their courſe, & the bravery of 
itdeceived not the opinion they had conceived. The two warriers ſtruck each other 
wich their, javelins,& {hocked one another violently with their fhields,but their forces 
were unequal, and the ſtranger being only a little ſhaken in his ſaddle, thruſt Me- 
nander out of his, and made him fall over the crupper of his horſe. Menander got up 
again, and having an undaunted courage, he drew his ſword, wating for his enem 
in the pofture of a gallant man ; but the ſtranger, who ſaw he was hurt with his fall, 
and who eſteemed the franknefs of his proceeding, coming to him, I pray you (faid 
he) let the combat end between us, I have been more happy, but not more valiant 
then you, yet if your companion: will run your fortune, I ſhall willingly give, them 
this advertiſement,and perchance in their deſtiny, you may either find your revenge, 
or your conſolation. Menander was ſc» bruiſed, and fo little able to proſecute the 
combat, that he was conftrained to accept the offer, with a grief which he couldnot 
difſemble, and leaving the lift to others, I yield to thee (cried he) O valiant man,but 
tis with hope that ſhall quickly have companions in my diſgrace. Theſe words ard 
thoſe of the ſtranger pricked ſome of the by-ſtanders with point of honor, and _ ene 
uring, 


426  CASSAN DRA. Part III. 


during the bravado of that ftranger, they all in a cluſter demanded the combat, but 
bold Ilionews was firſt ready, and ran ſwiftly againſt the ſtranger with an invincible 
courage, but his fate was no better then Menanders ; and having vainly encountred 
his enemy he was thrown uy the ground ſo impetuoufly,that he was hardly able to 
riſe again.Tiridazes preſently took his place,but his fortune was the ſame ; and Me. 
nender had alſo great matter of conſolation in the falls of Oxidates, Cambyſes, and 
Phrataphernes. Then it was that Lyſimachws and his companions loſt patience, and the 
brave L4omedon,not being able to ſuffer the publick affront, ſpurred on his horſe to- 
ward the ſtranger,and ſending him the choice of two javelins, we muſt either repair 
our diſhonor (cried he)or thou muſt abſolutcly carry away the glory from the com. 
nions of Alexander, As he ended theſe words he ſhook his javelin, and ſetting him. 
Ef iff upon his ſtirrups, he went to meet his enemy with a marvellous ſuddenneſs ; 
their ſhock was worthy of the valour of them both, and the ranger was ſo diſorder. 
ed by it, that he loſt his ſtirrups,but he overthrew Laomedon with ſuch violence, that 
he made him and his horfe row! together upon the ſand. The fall of La»medon, whoſe 
valour had been tried in a thouſand encounters,cauſed all that were preſent tocry out; 
but ir filled Lyſmachus his mind with grief and indignation : he advanced before all 
the reſt, and holding back young Demetrius, who full of a generous ambition was 
already beginning his carreer againſt the ftranger,he drewnear him, and ſaluted him 
with much civility. After having a while conſidered his behaviour and his arms ; 1 
would willingly (ſaid he) make trial of your forces, if the wearinef: of ſo many 
courſes had not lefſened them, and though after the fall of my companions, you can 
get but little honour upon me, I would do my endeavour cither to revenye them, or 
keep them company, if you were not in a condition wherein you may have necd of 
reſt. The ſtranger by this diſcourſe knew the humour of Lyſimachws and being unwil. 
ing to loſe any of his advantages againſt him, I think indeed (anſivered he) that! 
ſhall ſtarid in need of all > & hav; againſt you, but ſuch as they are I protett to you 
they are as enfire,as at the beginning of the fight, and that I have neither wount! nor 
wearineſs that hinders me from contenting you. | fear (replied Lyſimachus) I ſhall 
abuſe your generolity : but I commit this fault upoh your word,and upon the know- 
ledg that I have need of this little advantage againſt you; therefore ſince you pleaſe, | 
will venture the hazard of a combat which I am aſhamed to demand of you, with » 
- proteſtation that this ſhall be the laſt you ſhall be obliged to. 1 donot hope (aid the 
ſtranger) to get out of your hands in a condition to fight another combat, and I ſhall 
account my ſelf happpy, it I can keep that glory againſt yon, which I have gotten 
againſt your friend. After theſe civilities they turned their backs to take their carreer, 
and clapping (purs at the end of it, they met with ſuch a violence, that their ſhock 
was little different from that of two ſhips driven one againſt another by the impe- = 
tuous waves ; their javelins broke without effe&, and were ſhivered even within 
their very hands, but their ſhiclds, heads, and ſhoulders dafbed againſt one another 
fo forcibly, that ſuch an encounter could not happen without miſchief ; the ſtrangers 
horſe wearied with the former courſes, not being able to reſiſt fo powerful a charye, 
fell with his Maſter upon the duſt ; that of Lyſimachus being more freſh, kept upon 
his feet;but his Maſter came to the ground with the ſaddle between his legs. The two 
warriers equally aſhamed of their miſhap,got up at the ſame time, and drawing thei: 
ſwords,laid on two ſuch weighty blows as they cloſed, that they were both like to 
have kifſed the ground the ſecond time ; theſe two trials of their forces, having 
changed their former civilities into a real anger, they were preparing to proſecute 
their combat, when Laomedon, Menander, Eumenes, and the reſt, deſiring to prevent 
the danger that threatned thoſe valiant men,oppoſed their intention,& hindred them 
from paſſing further, If theſe combats muſt be made an end of (cried Laomedon) let 
the ſtranger then make an end with me. I was not diſabled to fight though I fell by 
my horſes fault. Some of thoſe that had been diſmounted faid as much ; but Eumenes, 
Demetrius,and thoſe that were difinterefſed, judged that the ſtranger was free, that 
the glory was equal between him,and Lyſimachws ; and that it was not fit to oppoſe 


his paſſage longer,nor to detain him by other ways then thoſe of civility. After this 
reſolution 
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reſolution Lyſimachus p—_ up the beaver of his Caszk went to embrace him, and 
the ſtranger,in doing the like, made the whole company ſee that few men in the world 
were equal to him in gracefulnels of behavior. Lyſim:achws, as much ſatisfied with that 
fight as with the tryal of his forces, defired infinitely to engage him in his party, and 
with that delign; Sir (faid he) you here ſee adorers of your valour, and you ſhall 
quickly know the eftcem and the affetion, which your virtue has already produced 
among them, if you refuſe not to be cheir companion in a moſt juſt quarre], and to 
put your ſelf into a party, wherein your generoſity alone is ableto engage you, I 
know not (ſaid he ro Lyſimachws ) whether theſe be the forces of Perdiccas, Caſſander, 
and their friends which are drawing together at Babylon, We are the mortal ene- 
mies (reply2d Lyſimachws ) of thoſe you have named, and of their party, and *tis 
only again them, we have raiſed the forces which you ſee cover this field; 1 
cannot be your friend then (anſwered the ſtranger) and though I particularly eſteem 
your virtue, a more antient obligation calls me to your enemies : *tis oncly to ſerve 
them againſt you,that I am going to Babylo7; and if you be ſo generous as to afford me 
paſſage thicher, we ſhall every day have occaſions to end the combats we have begun. 
LyFmachus his anger was a little kindled at this reply; but he difſembled it the beſt he 
could, and faid to the ſtranger with much moderation ; You are too gallant a man not 
to find free paſſage every where, and though your aſliſtance be very conſiderable, 
we fear not our enemies ſo rhuch, as to go about to weaken them of the ſuccour they 
will receive from you. - We ſhall ſee you upon ſervice, ſince you defire it; and if you 
beremarkable in the throng by that impreſs of the vultures, 'tis by that of the Lyon 
you may always know Lyfimachus. Artheſe words, without defiring further coniver- 
ſation with him after the-declaration he had made, he cauſed the trangers t.orſe to be 
led to him, and preſently gave him a convoy to bring him through the Troops, and to 
conduft him. within fight of rhe gates of Babylow. The ftranger departed on this man- 
ner, aid tzking his way toward the City, left Lyſimachxs, and his companions a high 
eſteem of his valour, and matter enough to talk of him all the reſt of that day. If our 
enemies (aid Lyſmachus ) have many men in their party like this ſtranger, and like 
Arſaces who has already embraced it,we ſhall not be without imployment;but I know 
not why the gods ſhould permit fo unjuſt a quarrel to be ſupported by ſuch valiant 
perſons. After this diſcourſe, and ſome otders they gave to make their Troops draw 

back into their Quarters, they went to find the reſt of their triends who were reti- 
red to Polemor''s houſe with Oroondates, There with more leiſure, and more liberty 
then inthe ficld,Oroondates exprefled his endearments to his old friends, and perfefted 
the making of an acquirtance with the new. Oxyartes and Artabaſzr, could not tell 
which way ſufficiently to teſtifie their ardent affeRion to him, and the young Princes 
Oxydates, Iliomeus, Cambyſes, and many others, wh&had formerly ſeen, and adored 
himin the Court of Durizs, conſidered him as a demy-god,and kiff:d his hands with 

ſubmiſſions; and refpe&:, which they could not have ſhewed to any other man with- 
out Idolatry, and to which/be anſwered with a confufton worthy of his modeſty. 
Artabaſus made him remetnber his firſt being in arms againſt Dariz#,his arrival at the 
Court, and the bloody-battel of Selena, where he had fought in perfon againſt the 
forces of the'King bis Father. Oxyates and Craterus put him in mind of the battel of 
Iſſus ; Iloneus (pake to him of Damaſens, and of his encounter with Artaban and 
Parmemo yz 'Ptolomens and Antizonus of his paſſages with Alexander, Eumenes of the 
' batte] of Arbela, and Pulypercon of what he had done for the ſaving of Alexander at 
S»ſa, In that Iluftrious company there were few, who though they never knew him 
till then, had not been wiinefles of ſome of his marvellous a&ions, and by that recapi- 
tulation of bb life, they called things into his memory, which in ſtead of comforting, 
did moſt ſenhibly affli& him. When that entertainment broke off, Laomedin had time 
to tell the company the encounter of the ſtranger who had diſmounted him with (6 
many others, and who had found no reliftance but in Lyſimachns, and ſpake of his 
vaJour in terms, which made them all ſorry to hear he had choſen their contrary 

parry. The day having been thus ſpent, all the men retired intu their Tents, and Ief 
Oroon4ates alone in the houſe with the Ladies whoſe number was augmented by the 
arrival 
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arrival of the wives of Polypereon, and of ſome others : the moſt conſiderable of them 
lodged in the houſe with them that were there before,and the reft went down into the 
Tents with their hutbands. Thar night, as many others was paſſed by our Lovers in 
violent diſquiets. Oroondates tormented with his jealouſie, was little capable of reſt, 
and Thaleſtris was racked with the ſame paſſion ; but with more vehemence, and with 
more furious reſentments againſt what ſhe _—_y had loved. Lyfimachis free from 
that torture, and delivered from his former grict, ſuffered now only for the abſence, 
and for the captivity of his Princeſs, True ir is, that to the ſorrow for that ſepara- 
tion which deprived him of a fight fo earneſtly longed for, he likewiſe added fears 
grounded upon very reaſonable probabilicies z he wasin fear for the life, and he was 
in fear for the humour of his Princeſs, he was afraid that Roxane would vent her ut- 
moſt cruelties againſt her, and if the bow of Alcetss who for his own intereſt was like 
to be watchful in the preſervation of her, had not a little ſecured him, that apprehen. 
fion would have been "ſufficient to deprive him ot all repoſe. And moreover, he 
feared leſt Pariſatis, from whom he had received none but very light teſtimonies of 
aff:ion, ſhould have changed with her fortune, and have taken a general averfion 
to men, by thoſe accidents which might have incenſed her agai em ; this was 
his miſtruſt, for to ſuſpef her of any other lightneſs after the knowledg he had of 
the firmneſs, and folidity of her mind, was a thing that could never fall into his 
thought ; thar which augmented theſe cruel doubts, and made him the more unfariſ. 
fied with fortune, was the little reckoning his Princeſs had made of him fince her miſ. 
fortunes, having neither daigned after ſo many, and ſo great proofs of his affeRion, 
to command his ſervice, nor ſo much as to make her ſelf known to him, in the 
ſtrange occaſions ſhe had, and in the dangers ſhe had run. Not being well able 
to digeſt this effeR& of her ſeverity, he took it for an cffe& of ingratitude, and this 
thought plunged him into a deadly affliftion, After he bad done all he could poſ- 
fibly co flatter himſelf, and to baniſh chat killing opinion out of his mind, he ſet 
himſelf to ſearch out means to ſee her, or to hear ſame news of her, not havi 
tience in that condition to ſtay till the end of a war which might be of a tedious 
length, and whereof the events as yet were doubttul. In theſe agitations of mind he 
paſſed a good part of the night, and the next morning came berimes 'into Oroondates 
his Chamber : Finding no body with him but Araxes, he preſently communicated 
his diſquiets to him, and the defire he had to attempt all things poſſible to ſec Pari- 
ſatis, or to learn ſomthing of her. The Prince of Scythiz who for all his jca!ouſic 
was more inflamed then ever, declared unto Lyſimachws firſt by his fighs, and then 
by diſcourſes which were all fire, that he was racked with the ſame defire, ard tha: 
notwithſtanding he was betrayed, abandoned, and forgotten, he could not poſſibly 
take any reſt in that ignorance of his Princeſſes condition. Whatdo we know (aid 
he) but that they may be fallen again -into the hands of mercileſs Roxane ? or that 
our enemies may wich tyranny, and indignity make uſe of their power over them ? 
Ah ! without doubr, ifI were in a condition to do it, ] would go through a thouſand 


ſwords, but I would ſee my ingrateful S:2rira, I ſhould already have attempted the 


ſame (aid Lyſmachus ) if I could undertake it without ruining our affairs, but my 
face is ſo known to all that are at Babylon, that *twould be impoſſible I ſhould be a 
minute concealed among them. Araxes coming to them during this diſeourſe, if 
think me capable to ſerve you (ſaid he) why do you not put me upon this imploy- 
ment ; you cannot chuſe any body, that will perform it wich more fidelity, nor that 
can do it with more facility. Iam unknown to all your encmies ; and providedI can 
but hide my ſelf from Arbates, I may be amongſt them withqut danger whole years 
together, Ah! Aroxes (cryed Oroondates) after Toxaris his adventure, I ſhould be in 
too much fear of thy life, I ſhould never be at quict, if I had caſt thee intoſo manifeſt 
a peril. I am not worthy Sir, (replyed Araxes) of the care you haveof my ſafety, 
and fince it is dearer to you then I baye deſerved, 1 will manage it ſo well, that I will 
run no hazard. Toxaris his misfortune ſhall make me take care to ſhun Arbates, 
and all other perſons that might diſcover me ; and you may be certain 1 will bring 
you news of the Princefles, if it be poſſible to learn any ; atd will give you a _— 
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able good account of the condition your enemies are in. Araxes to theſe words added 
ſo many others, that he at laſt obtained the Commiſſion he defired from his Maſter ; 
he promiſed Lyfimachus the like ſervice, and that Prince who acknowledged himſelf 
obliged to him, returned him thanks, with extraordinary kindnels and civility ; The 
Princes would not give him any inftrutions, knowing he was capable of more im. 

rrant buſineſſes, and they Telicd abſolutely upon his prudence for the whole con- 
du of that enterpriſe. Araxes counſelied them to hazard two Letters, which ſhould 
be delivered to their Princeſſes, it he could be ſo happy as to gera fight of them; or 
be brought back to their hands again, if he returned without having been able to 
do them that ſervice, Oreondates, in the eſtate he believed himſelf to ftand in 
Statira's mind, and in that ſhe her ſelf ſtood in his, found great difficulties before he 
could reſolve to write to her, but in the end by the perſwaſions of Lyſinachus who 
ſweetned his diſcontents as much as poſhbly he could, and who was not much berter 
ſatisfied himſelf, he took a pen and writ theſe words unto the Queen, 


Prince Oroondates to Queen Statirg. 


Ou might think this meanneſs of ſpirit ſtrange, if for your ſake I were not accuſtomed 
to be guilty of the like. TI reproach you withnothing, O Caſſandra, but I come t9 
dye for you, ſince you have judged me unworthy 10 live for you, T will endeavour by my 
blood to eſtabliſh y our repoſe, but with that blood, T will alſo ingrave in your heart an 
eternal remorſe of your infidelity to me, As much caſt off, and as mnch forſaken as I am 
now for the Laſt time, I will without trouble-give that life for you, which you have nſed to 
ſacrifice to deſpair ; But pardon me O Statira, if in the ſervice I do you in general, I offend 
you in particular, and if in the number of your enemies, Þ comprehend my cruel and piti« 
leſs enemy : be ſhall fall if the gods favour the juſtice of my quarrel, but if T be capable to 
injure you in his perſon, I ſhall be ſo without dowbt to ſatisfie you in mine z and you ſhall not 
have the diſpleaſure of ſeeing Qroondates owt-live the offence be ſhall bave c:mmitted 
againſt you, 
ny This was Oroondates his Letter 4 and that of the diſcontented Lyſimachus 
was in theſe terms : 


Prince Lyſemachzs to the Princeſs Pariſatis. 


E from whom you concealed your ſelf ſo carefully, cannot conceal himſelf from you, O 
Parifatis ! and you may know him by his ordinary marks : he comes tv do you a ſer 
vice which you will not vouchſafe to receive from bim, rather then to make complaints of 
your diſdain, I ought to drown that ſorrow in the joy of your ſafety, and ſince it pleaſes 
the gods that you are alive, I ought without murmuring to ſuffer that you ſhould ftill be 
inſenſible, an that you ſhould ftill be Pariſatis. The unchangeableneſs of your bumour 
cannot be truly compared to any thing but that of mine, and you are not more firm in keep- 
ing your ordinary inſenſibility toward me, than I am inkeeping within the texms of an m- 
violuble fidelity toward you, 


' They had newly made an end of writing their Letters, and had yiven them to 
Araxes wich moſt prefling recommendations, when the Chamber was filled with 
Princes thar came to vifar Oroond tes, and while they weredrawing near unto his bed, 
Arax-3 whe, had no further orders to receive, went out of the room, and fo direfly 
abour rhe ex<curing of his Gommitlion. After that the Princes had paid their civilities 
to Orvor4 ates ; and enquired concerning his health, they entered into Counſel about 
their affairs ; and Antzgnam having demanded audience to Propoſe ſomthing of mo= 
menr, ſpake to them on this manner, kefides the knowleds: of your valor, that of the 
Juſtice of our quarrel, gave me very good hopes of the iflue of ovr enterpriſe; and 
I believed rhat in proſecuting our enemies before as thoſe that had murthered, and 
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row as thoſe who unjuſtly detain the widow of our deceaſed King, and their own 
Jawful Queen, we had a pretext reaſonable enough, to arm all our forces againft 
them ; but yet as if the gods had judged that cauſe roo light to divide ſo many Princes 
who heretofore were friends,& make them turn thoſe arms againſt one another, which 
they have made uſe of for the conqueſt of the whole earth, they have been pleaſed to 
bring to light the crimes of our encmics,and compleat our takingarms againſt them by 
reaſons able to arm all virtuous: perſons with us. Amonett the falſe murtherers of 
Statira and Pariſatis, we aflault the true murtherers of Alcxander ; our (ulpicions are 
now but too much confirmed, and I cannot aver that Perdiccas and Koxana have med- 
led in this parricide; yet are they criminal enough to be deteſted both of the godsand 
men, lince they uphold the perfidious Caſſunder, who has taken away the life not only 
of his King, but of the greateſt of all Kings, Do not believe it is upon light con- 
jeRures thar I diſcover this fat to you : *ris not upon the jealoutic we had of it, nor 
upon the knowledg many of us have had of his love unto Koxana, and his averſion 
to Alexander, from the tim? he took him by rhe hair and beat his head againſt the 
walls in our preſence ; no, we have a certain afſurance. of ir, and I can produce 
two men, who very innocently ſerved as inftruntents in this horrid ercaſon ; they are 
two Macedonians who were bred up with Antipater,and who by Caſſunders command 
brought unto the Court that poyſon which put an end to the gallanteſt life that ever 
was, *rwas of the water of Nonacris a fountain in Macedonia, which is of ſuch an 
exceflive coidnels, that it extinguiſhes all natural heat, and cannot be contained in 

any thing but a horſes hoof, Theſe two Macedonians having broughtir to Caſſunder, 
he found means to. procure them places about the Kings cup=burd, and within a 

while after diſcovering himſelf rothem, as to two old ſervants of his houſe, he 

by hope of. extraordinary recompences, would have perſwaded them to pour this 

water into the Kings drinks ;. but they affrighted at that horrible deſign, refuſed to 

ubey him, and ſtrove tp divert him from that cruel reſolution, Caſſander having 

vainly ſolliiced them, aggin,, made uſe of his brother Tolas, whom for that deſign 

he got to be made chief Cup-bearer : and for fear thoſe two men ſhould declare his 

wickednef+, he cauſed them to be taken by others of his dependants, who under ſome 

pretence carrjgd.themgutof the Town, with a command to kill them ; The villains 

followed the order they had received from their Maſter, and having brought theſe 

miſerable wretches into a by-place, they ſtabb'd them in many parts of their bodies, 

but it ſo pleaſed the gods that they had not time to make an end of them, and that 

ſceing, certain perſons coming toward the place where they were, they fled away lca- 

ving theſe poor men half{-dead ; they were taken from thence by Country people, who 

carrying them to their houſes cauſed them to be dref{ed ſy carefully, that they ar laft 

recovered ; and but yeſtertlay being able to walk abroad, they came tome deſiring 

would prote& them againſt Caſſander, making me the relation more at-large; of what 

I have told you in a few words. 

Antigonus had no ſooner ended his diſcourſes, but he ſent for the: two Macedonians, 
and in the mean time all:the. Princes began with imprecations to deteſt Cſſunders 
wickedncfs, and by ſo powerful a motive, were more ſtrongly animated in the hatred 
they bore his party ; they had ſuſpected 1/5 before uron many conjeQures, but ha» 
ving noble and generous ſouls themſelves, they could hardly imagine that cthers were 
capable of a crime of that nature. In the interim the two men came, and having made 
a depot jon every way conformable to what Antig mus had ſaid, and ariſwered many 

ueſtions. which were acked'them about that matter, they :lefr the whole company 
fol y confirmed in rhe belief of that Parricide. All thoſe. great Princes whoſe hearts 
did moſt facredly reverence the memory of Atexander, trembled at this confirmation, 
and (ent forth threats againſt thoſe monſters full of a true-zeal and lawful anger. Even 
Oriondates himſclt, wh: honored the remembrance of that mighty King, as of a mira* 
culous petſon, was highly concerned in their reſentment, and with them ſwore tore- 
venee the death; of, that illuſtrious rival. The Princes not being conterited that the 
Juſtice of their cauſe ſhould ſerve for their awn private ſarisfation, were defirous t6 


manifel} it-y9.the whole world, and to make all men know, it was not for gy” 6 
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caſions that they had taken arms againſt their Companions and ancient Allies. With 
that intent after they had agreed upon it among themſelves, they ſet forth a Declai. 
ration, which Artabaſus and Eumenes drew up in theſe words : port : 


The Princes,joyned in League for the revenge of Alexander, and for the lb- 
berty of the Queen his wife, and of the Princeſs his Siſter. 


S we bave ever believed, that without very powerful reaſons, men could not with ho-: 
A nor unlooſe themſelves fromthe Londs of. friendſhip,and violate their, qneient alliances; 
ſo have we alſo deſired, that all thoſe to whom our attions ſhall be known, might be made 
acquainted with our intentions, aud might have no occaſion to _ them according'to 
the ſenſe our enemies would give them, We proteſt therefore both before the gods and bes 
fore men ; that it is not any diſcontent about our ſhares in the lately divided Empire, nor: 
any deſign to makg our ſelves greater, that hath put arms into our hands againſt thoſe who 
beretofore were our friends and companions ; but much juſter cauſes, and ſuch as ought 20 
make all the generous perſons upon earth to riſe up with w, It is for Alexander that we 
have takgn arms, and we have at laſt diſcovered that that demi-god, who found nme but 
adorers through the whole world, bath found monſters amongſt his own ſubjefis , who by ax 
execrable parricide, have deprived mankind of the greateſt Perſonage that. ever lived. 
Cafſander whoſe name ought to be abhorred by all the Princes upon earth, and of whom no 
body ought bencefor1h to ſpeak without deteſtation, the baſe poyſoner of his Maſter, and of 
bis King, does not only find ſafety amongſt thoſe who were neereſt to bim, and amongſt thoſe 
who beld all their honour and their fortune from bim ; but alſo a ſupport againſt thoſe that 
were bis faithful ſervants, and a protetion that would be refuſed bim even among the 
greateſt enemies of his memory, Roxana whom be honored with his bed, and with the par= 
ticipation of his Crowns, whom from the daughter of Cohortanus, be raiſed to be the wife 
of Alexander;an4 whom from captivity, he exalted to the bigheſt degree of honour that ever 
woman attained ; Perdiccas whom he favored during his life, and whom he bonored at. bis 
death with the chiefe/t marky of bis affettion and eſteem ; and a great many others who are 
little left indebted then they to the aſhes of their Maſter ; arm themſelves in the defence of 
his poyſoners, of his parricides, But was there any leſs to be expefted from thoſe who by 
ations of the ſame nature have ſufficiently teſtified that they were of the ſame inclinations, 
and that they would yet proſecute Alexander in the perſon of them that were as dear to him 
as bis life, Di4 not Perdiccas and the reſt of Roxana's accomplices, by a violence with- 
out example, force tbe great Buren Statira, and the Princeſs ber Siſter, ext of the hand; 
of their attendants, to murther them before the eyes of that pitileſs women ? Did they not 
even hring the knife wnto their throats ? And if Perdiccas out of conſideration of his «wn 
intereſt þ tro their lives, bagh he not changed the pain of their death imo that of acruet 
and unorthy captivity ? Thoſe great Princeſſes who were ſo dear and conſiderable to ony 
mizhty Kins, now languiſh in ſlavery to his ſubjefs, who impoſe ſhameful laws upon them, 
and who from the blood of Darius, and from the alliance of Alexander, would make them 
ſtoop to that of the meaneſt of bis followers, Theſe are the only conſiderations that make ws 
tate up arms, with a firm proteftation before all the world, and at the foot of our Altars, 
that we will never lay them down till Alexander be revenged, and the Princeſſes freed and 
ſatisfied. And if our enemies would perſrwade indifferent perſons, that we make uſe F 
theſe pretences 10 cover our ambition, or other left lawful canſes of diviſion, let them do 
juſtice themſelves upon the murtherers of Alexander, and reſtore the Princeſſes to their li- 
berty, and to their former authority,and they ſhall find us moſt ready to withdraw our forces 
from theſe Countries, and leave them in a perfeQ tranquillity, 

The Princes having cauſed a great many copies to be taken of this Declafation 
made them be ſpread abroad through the Army, and were careful to ſend them to 
places where they defired the juſtice of their quarrel ſhould be known. The next day 
they proceeded to the ele&ion of a General, and to make choiceof a Prince among 
them, that ſhould give orders, and command the reſt with an abſolute power; bur in 
this enterpriſe there was no ſmall difficulty,and their conteftations were very different 
from thoſe which are uſual in the like occafions; all of them equally — thas 
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advantage; andthat glory which clſcwhere is wont to be ſo much envied, found no- 
but averſion . diſdain amongſt thoſe generous ſouls. All with a joynt conſent 
yielded that honour to Prince Oroondates,and proteſted to him with great ſubmiſſions, 
that they would not march with him unleſs they might obey him. * Ptolomeys, Lyſi- 
machus, Oxyartes, Eumenes, and many others, prefled him to it with moft ardent cn. 
treaties, but he reſiſted them with ſo much modeſty and conſtancy, char *twas im. 
le for them to move him. Ir is enough (faid he) chat you do me the honour to 
uffer me amongſt you,and I receive that favor with great acknowledgment, I who am 
uſeleſs among you, and who- am here utterly deſtitute of forces, in the midft of fo 
many Princes, the weakeſt of whom have brought whole Armies. Although I had 
with me all the firength of Scythia, I ſhould ſtill make it my glory to obey men fo 
worthy to command me, and I ſhould be as firm as I now am, in refuſing an ho. 
nor,which you cannot offer me without making me remember my want of ability. By 
ſach like reaſons Oroondates rejeted the command ; but not one of the Princes could 
be perſwaded to take it from him, and Prolomews, Lyſimachus, and the reſt, were no 
leſs obftinate then he in denying to accept of that authority. Ar laſt by voices of all 
the Officers, the ſupream power was put into the hands of fix among them, who 
ſhould command by turns every one his day. Theſe were Prince Oroondates, Prince 
Oxyartes, Ptolomens, Lyſimacbus, Craterus, and Antigonus : Exmenis, Polyperchen, 
Thaleftris,old Artabaſus,and Laomedon,who might with juſt'ce have prerended 
to the ſame dignity, refuſed it ſo abſolutely,that *twas impoſſible to make them come 
into the number. Artabaſus excuſed himſelf by his age, Thaleſtris by her ſex, Eumenes 
by his humor, which wasan enemy to command, and by the union between him and 
Ptolomens to whom he remitted the whole care,Polypercon and Larmedon by other con- 
fiderations. The fix Princes ſeeing themſelves conftrained to ſubmit to that elefion, 
condeſcended to ir at laſt, proteſting to their companions that they accepted nothing 
of that charge but the care and trouble, and that for the honour of it, they would 
always yield it tetally to them. That day being ſpent in this eleRion, all retired 
to their Tents, and the next morning certain Scouts that had been ſent abroad, 
brought word to Craterzs (to whom by reaſon of his experience, of his credit with 
the Souldiery which he fill preſerved fince Alexanders time,and of Oroondates his in- 
diſpoſition, all his companions had given the ftrſt day) that they had ſeen a body of 
ſeven or eight hundred horſe come out of the City, who made as if they would draw 
near unto their Camp, byaſling toward the fide of the hill. The young Demetrizr, 
thraſt forward by a generous boiling heat, asked leave of Craterxs to go with alike 
number of men, to drive the enemics back into the Town, or draw them to a fight, 
and having with ſome difficulty obtained it from his father Antigenus, who loved him 
with an extraordinary tenderneſs, and who could not without great repugnance ſec 
him go ingo danger, he took horſe with cight hundred of hismen, proved to have the 
honour of ſtriking the firſt blow in that war ; he would not take a great number 
wich him for fear the inequality of the party ſhould make the Encmies retire without 
fghting, and rob him of the glory he ſought ; befides that, the place was proper: for 
his intention, and that in an open Campagn he could not fear any ambuſhes, which 
in another placethe Enemy might have had a deſign todraw him into. The beautiful 
Paris never had ſuch a grace in Arms as the young Demetrixs, his eyes ſhot darts of 
love, and war, ſo cqually, that it was hard for enemies to fee him in that Equipage, 
without fearing and loving him both together, Young Alexander, brave Ilionens, va- 
liant Tiridates, the two couragious ſons of M:zews, and many other youthful Prin- 
ces without command, would needs accompany Demetrixs in that firſt occaſion. They 
marched all together,and in excellent order,guided by them that had brought the in- 
telligencez and Craterzs who would not hazard them carelefly, cauſed two thouſand 
horſe to advance out of the Camp, and be in a readineſs to ſecond them in caſe of ne- 
ceſſity, Queen Thaleſtris, who was preſent when this order was given, defired Cr«- 
ters to grant her the conduft of them, which he did with great civility; and that 
new Bellona cager of that occafion to make her ſelf retfrkable called for her arms, 
and being covered with poliſhed ſteel, ſhe put her ſelf at the head of thoſe ma 
wno 
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whofubmirted themſelves joyfully to her command,and felt their valor redoubled by 
the preſencr of that fair Armazune,whoſe reputation was ſpread overall Afia. Demerri< 
wu was alreadya good way from the camp,8 marched betore his men with a Joy that 
was eafily to be obſerved in his counteriance ; Alas ! he was ignorant of his deſtiny 
and knew not how many (ighs and tears rhat day would coſt him. He met not + 
Enemies ſo ſoon as he imagined ; for they being come from Babylon only to bart 
ſome Village from whence the camp drew great conveniencie*,had already done theit 
exccution,and were retiring toward the Ciry in great diligence. Demerrixs diſcovered 
chem upon a little hill that roſe up in the plain, and being inflamed at that fight with 
a youthful anger, he excited his companions to the fight by words that breathed nu= 
thing but fire. My friends (faid he) how great will our glory be, if among 6 
many thouſand gallant men, we bring home the firſt honours of this war; tis from 
this beginning the omen of the future ſucceſs will be drawn, and all our Camp looks 
apon it asan infallible prognoſtick of the general event. Saying theſe words, he ad- 
vanced apacz?, and endeavored to cut off the Enemies paſſage to the Town, thereby to 
force th-m ro an encounter whether they would or no, but there was no need of that 
iuduſt:y ro engage them to ir;for they were led by a man, who for a greater numbet 
theri his, wou!d not have _=m the Field without fighting. Twas Leonatws,whoſe 
courage was little ſhort of raſhneſ*, and who in the Court of Alcx.:nder had always 
paſt for one of the buldeft, and moſt adventrous. Neither did he continue his way 
to Babyln, bur ſeeing Demetrius advance, whoſe forces he judged by theeye to be 
little different from his, he faced abour, and after having ſent out a couple of 
horſemen to view his ſtrength, he marched ſtraight towards him , and com- 
manded his Trumpets to ſound a Charge, Never did a more pleaſing noiſe then that, 
fill the cars of the young ſon of Antigonus ; he made them to be anſwered by his at 
the ſame time ;z and ſceing Leonarts at the head of his ſquadron, heſpurred on ata 
good diſtance before his, and holding up his Javelin, he ran fiercely at him, being 
covered with that ſhield whereon the god of Love was painted. Leonar met 
him with a courage not inferiour to his, and their Javelins breaking in the en- 
counter, they ended their carreer without __y thrown out of their Saddles; but 
Lemnatus loſt his ſtirrups, and was ſo ſhaken in his ſeat, that he tottered a good while 
in great danger of falling. The croud of thoſe that fell on after them, hindred 
the proſecution of their combat, and ruſhing each into his Enemies Squadron, 
they inftantly ſhewed proofs of an extraordinary valour ; the carth was covered 
with dead bodies in a moment, and both ſides fought with fo much courage, and 
obſtinacy, that the victory remain:d long uncertain; but in the end Demetrias, 
who in thoſe beginnings of his arms was reſolved either to overcome or die, and his 
valiant Companions who fouzht cloſe by him, animated their men ſo bravely by 
their words and by their examples, that Leonaius his party began to give ground : 
Demetrius, who ſaw them waver, purſued his advantage fiercely, and continued his 
charge with ſo much vigour,that at laſt he made the fierceſt cf them turn cheir backs. 
Leonatus ſtrove to [top his men by entreaties and threats; but when once fear had 
ſcized themit was imrofſible to make them face about, Cambyſes, Araſpes,Tiridates, 
Alexander,and Iliomeus ſcconded their young, Leader fo gallantly,that in the end their 
enemies were utterly routed, Le-natws not being able to rally, fought like a deſperate 
man, and having overthrown Tiri4ates, he came up to Demerriws a ſecond time : but 
fortune was contrary to him at that laſt combat, and having received two wounds, he 
with much ado was reſcued by ſome of his moſt faithful ſouldiers,ont of the hands of 
that young Warrier, for whom Vifory had already declared her ſelf. Leonatus was 
carried off by his men whether he would or no,and the reſt of his party fled toward 
the City without order.and without reſiſtance. The Conquerors proſecuted their 
Vittory eagerly, and were already within fight of the walls of Babylon, when there 
came forth a body of horſe conlifting of three or four Squadrons. Demetriwe at that 
fight made a halt, and all hisfriends counſelled him to retire, while he had a free re. 
treat ; but he having a fiery courage could not diſpoſe himſelf to hearken to their 
advice, and would rather periſh then turn his back to them who fled ſtill before him. 
The remainder of Leonatus his ſquadron taking heart began to face about to _ 
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him,and without doubt his youthful ardor, was going to pre him into a ma. 
nifeſt danger,when ſome of his ſouldiers caſting their eyes towards the Camp, perceived 
the Amazone Queen, who with her two. thouſand horſe came up at a large trot to 
have her part inDemetrizs his glory. That young warrier finding his men recover ſpirit 
at the ſight of that ſupply,could no longer contain himſelf,but utterly defeating thoſe 
who yet made head againſt him, (as it wereto rough-hew the victory before the 
ucen carne up)he ran fiercely to give a charge to thoſe new enemies ; Caſſander was 
at the head of them, & with him the valiant firanger, who a few days before had dif. 
mounted ſo many gallant men upon the bank of the Exphrates. Demetrius knew him 
by that dreadful Impreſs of the vultures, and animated with a deſire to ſeek honour 
where the danger was greateſt,he took a javelin, and gave his horſe a looſe dire&ly 
toward him ; but Caſſander oppoſed his deſign, and coming to receive that encuun« 
ter, conſtrained him to imploy thoſe arms againſt him, which he intended againſt 
another ; but he was quickly punifhed for his preſumption, for having only ſhaken 
Demetriws a little, he was met with ſo furious a ſhock, that he tumbled among the 
horſes feet, which had trampled out his brains, if the care of his ſafety had not cauſed 
many of his ſouldiers to alight, who drew him out of that danger, and ſer hima« 
gain on horſeback, though extreamly bruiſed with his fall. In the mean time the un« 
refiſtible ſtranger had overthrown Ilionew and Tiridates, and falling in amongk the 
reſt, caſt fear and death into all places whitherſoever he turned. Demetrius ſought 
him with his ſword in his hand, and trove by his valour to make his (mall pa 
ſubfiſt, but his endeavours were unprofitable, and he could no Jonger defend himſelf 
againſt thoſe vigorous enemies, whoſe number was four times as great as his, if he 
had not been ſeconded by the Amazone Queen, who preſently ſtopt the enemies im- 
petuouſneſs,and made the combat equal. Amongſt thoſe that accompanied (aſander, 
were the young Ariſtander brother to Leonatus, Cleophon the ſon of Cenoi, Cleomes 
des the brother of Ezelochws, and many other men of courage, and of noble blood. 
The brave Thzleſtris had laid Arijtander and Cleomedes on the ground with two ſeve- 
veral blows ; Ariſtender with one of her javelin,which ran him through the (houlder, 
and Cleomedes,wich another of her ſword,which made him fall under the horſes feet : 
ſhe ſeconded thoſe two mighty ſtrokes with many others, which ſoon made her to be 


taken notice of, and forced the boldeſt of her enemies, to turn the point of their arms * 


againſt her,but ſhe behaved her ſelf with ſuch a fury as made them believe ſhe could 
not poſſibly be wounded. The noiſe of this ſupply,and of her valour came quickly to 
the cars of the furious ſtranger, whoſe reputation, and the flaughter he had made in 
another place was already come unto the Queen ; this mutual report animated theſe 
two valiant perſons with a deſire to get to one another,and forcing their pafſage with 
their ſwords, they ſought the way that might ſooneſt bring them together. The two 
couragious ſons of Mazew,who had made themſelves remarkable that day by a thou- 
ſand gallant a&ions, and who bloody all over had done things truly worthy of the 
memory of their father,oppoſed the ſtrangers paſſage before he could come up to the 
Queen, and Cambyſes defying him with a loud cry, diſcharged ſuch a weighty blow 
upon his cask, as made his head tink almoſt to the ſaddle-bow, and ſcarce had he re- 
covered his ſeat when Araſpes vigorouſly ſeconding his brother, laid upon him again 
in the ſame place with ſuch a force, that being ſhaken before, he was like to have 
reeled out of his ſaddle ; the two brothers, proud of thoſe mighty blows, already 
promiſed themſelves a happy ſucceſs, but fortune ſeconded not their hopes, and the 
ſtrangers anger was raiſed to ſuch a pitch, that iron and fteel were thenceforth too 
weak to reſiſt the violence of his arm; the firſt he met withall is that fury was the 
unfortunate Araſpes, at whom making a thruſt with ſuch a ſtrength as had few equals, 
his ſword finding the defe& of his curaſs, dyed it ſelf in his blood to the very hilts, 
and appeared all crimſon on the other fide of his body; Araſpes dying opened his arms 
and calling upon the name of his brother, fell without life among thoſe heaps of dead 
bodies wherewith the field was already quite covered. What ſhal the grieved Cambyſcs 
do at that woful obje& ? anger, and pity touched him equally; on the one fide, he 
would fain lend a hand to his dying brother, who called for his affiflance; and on the 
other he fears to loſe his murtherer in the throng, if he imploy himſelf in that of- 
fice: he was yet wavering in his choice, when his irreſolution was determined bY 
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the ſame ſword, which taking his head from his ſhoulders, madehim fall with a river 
of blood upon the pale body of his brother. The Amazone Queen was near that 
place, and bcing preſent at that ſorrowtul ſpeacle, ſhe was touched with compaſſion 
tor the lamentable death of thoſe two noble brothers, and with ardent defire to re+ 
venge them z Ah ! cruel man, (cried ſhe tothe ſtranger) this inhumanity ſhall nor 
remain unpunithed, and ruſhing toward him at the ſame time, ſhe found him moſt 
ready to receive her; their firſt blows,ſhewed marks to all thoſe that were about them 
both of their force, and of their animoſity, and they redoubled them with ſuch a 
fiercene(s, that many ſoldiers of both parties, gave over fighting to become ſpeftator: 
of thcir combar, In the mean time,the Troops on both iides were weakened by more 
then half their men,and young Demetrias,while the brave ſtranger was otherwiſe im- 
ployed, encouraged his fo vigorouſly, and charged the enemies with ſuch valour,and 
vood fortune, that they began to give back a little, They of Babylon were ſending 
new ſquadrons out at their gates ; but caſting their an towards the plain, they ſaw 
other rroops coming from the camp, which Craterxs ſent to ſuccour thoſe of his party; 
and fearing to engage themſelves inſenſibly in a batt*l which they were not in a con- 
dition to give,they changed their deſign, and ſending to Caſſander to tetire,contented 
themſelves with drawing up thoſe-forces without the gates to favour his retreat. In the 
interim the ſtranger, and the high-ſpirited Queen had vainly ſought'their advantages 
with the ſword ; and not being in a place where they could freely bring their com- 
bat toanend, they let their ſwords hang -by certain chains wherewith they were 
faſtned ro their wriſts, an4 ſeizing one another about the body,they at the ſame time 
clapt ſpurs to their horſes, and firmly keeping their hold, pulPd each other out of 
their ſaddles, and began to row! upon the ground. Thettranger had the advantage 
cf the Queen a little in firength, and perchance might have got the better in that 
frugling, but they were not in a place where they could continue it ; and fearing to 
be trodden under the horſes ſeer,they roſe up with an equalnimblenefs, and betaking 
themſelves to their {words again,were again beginning their combat on foot, when 
Caſſander camethither,and knowing the ftranger,ſpur'd on his horſe upon the Queen, 
and ruſhing againſt her ſhoulders, threw her all along at her enemies feet : ke would 
alſo have ridden over her,but the ſtranger catch'd hold of his bit,and giving his horſe 
a ſudden ſtop, made him run back almoſt like to have reared quite over, and at the 
ſame time-covering the Queen with his ſhield, Ah ! Caſſander (cried he)wile thou dif- 
honvur thy (elf, and the beſt of thy friends to day ? 1n this interim the Cueen got up 
ſo furious, that if Caſſander had ſtaid for her, he had been puniſhed for his incivility ; 
but at that very inſtant he received the order from the Town, and commanded to 
ſound aretreat, The Queen caſting her eyes upon the ſtranger, ſaw her (elt ſeparated 
trom him by a croud, which it was impoſlible for her to break through, yet getting 
upon a maſterleſs horſe, whereof there was a great number inthe field, ſhe rode after 
him a good way.and fecing it would be hard for her to joyn with him,I will remem- 
ber (cried ſhe to him) that thou art generous ; but do thou remember alſo, that at 
our next encounter, thou muſt end this combat with me, wherein all the advantage 
thou hadſt was by the baſeneſs of thy friend. The throng was ſo great before ſhe had 
ended theſe words, that ſhe could not hear the ſtrangers anſwer, only the obſerved 
that he put forth one of his arms towards her, and followed Caſſunder who led him 
away by the ather. The reinforcement which came from the Camp was already near, 
and that was it which made Caſſ :nder haſten his retreat the more. The Queen, and 
young Demetrius would have followed them to the very gates; but the moit prudent 
Commanders dif{waded them, and ſhewing the Troops whica ſtood to ſuſtain them, 
and which advanced gently to receive them,they hindred them from engaging rhem- 
ſelves inthe purſuit. The valiant ftranger retired ſoftly in the rear of his whole par- 
ty,and as often as he faced about he ſent terror into that of his enemies, Demetrius al= 
ready obeyed the counſels of thoſe that diflwaded him from advancing turther,when 
a Cavalicr of the enemies fide, vallojied ſingle from the Troops that came laſt out of 
the Town, and advancinz ftraieht towards him with his ſword drawn ; For my part 
(cried he) Ple have no quarter, and ending theſe words, he ſtruck at Demerrizxs, yet 
With fo little force, that the blow having hardly made any mark upon hisarns, lipt 
thence upon his horſes head, where ic left a very inconfiderable hurt : but fo wasnot 
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that he received in exchange from Demerrims ; for running imprudently upon his 
ſword, which he held forth againſt him, it gave him an exceeding deep wound inthe 
body, at which he cried out, and being but of a weak conſticurion, ſunk frum his 
horſe upon the ground. O Death! (cried he, as he was falling) how ſweet do I find 
thee, and how much havel defired thee, In cheſe like words, he ſpoke iomething ſo 
lamentable, as touched young Demetrixs with compaſſon ; and cauling ſome of his 
ſouldiers to alighr, he commanded them ro take off his cask,and ſce if he were yet in 
a condition to receive help ; his men obeying him,difarmed the head of the wounded 
perſon ; bur ſcarce had they done ſo, when by long hair, and a delicate complexion, 
they piſcovered that it was a woman. Demetrius firſt by the report of his ſo'\diers, and 
then by the aſſurance he had of ir himſelf, being come cloſe ro them, was ſeized with 
an unparallel'd aſtoniſhment, and leaping from his horſe he ran to the fair wounded 
ſtranger with an extraordinary perplexity, Ah !(cried-he coming to her) whoever 
you are,you are moſt cruel in having made me imbrue my ſword in the blood of that 
lovely ſex, to which I am a ſlave, and an idolater. In bringing forth theſe word:,he 
looked more nearly upon her face,& though it began to grow pale with loſs of blood 
he found ſuch beautiful, ſuch taking features in it, that compaſſion continued not 
long alone, in a heart fo ready to receive the impreſkon of Jove. This young afflited 
Prince, fitting down by her, and unbuckling h:r curaſs to try to ſtanch her blood, 
did her that ſervice with a floud of tears,and with fizhs which powerfully enough cx- 
preſſed the greatneſs of his forrow. What crime (laid he) O great gods,can | have 
committed againſt you, that you ſhould inflif ſo ſevere a puniſhment upon me ? and 
why did younot ſuffer this unworthy ſword, to find a paſſage rather into my own 
bowels, then into this fair body ? He ſpake theſe words with a deſpairing a&ion,and 
the woman, who under{tood the one,and obſerved the other, was moved with them 
her (elf; and turning her eyes upon her enem'es lovely face,which ſhe ſaw drowned in 
a river of tears, whoſoever thou arr (faid ſhe) © pitiful conqueror, do not envy me 
the glory of dying by thy hand. my crimes deſerved not fo noble a deſtiny, and I am 
unworthy of the tears thou (bedſt upon my occalion, I ſoughe for death, and ! have 
found it, but ſince thou art £00 full of pity to haften ic, though T ſhould entreat thee, 
ſuffer it to come of it {ef without oppoling the ſatisfaRtion I receive by irs approaches, 
and the repoſe I could not hope for during my hfe. Thete words pronounced with a 
rone which though moarnful,had ſomthing in them very ſweet & pleafingypierc'd the 
heart of the afflited Demetrius, He was of a moſt excellent nature; and piry having at 
firſt poſſeſt every parc of his ſoul, prepared it quickly for that malter-pafſion, to which 
he had an exceeding ſtrong inclination, He was about to ſhew marks of rhe new effeRs 
it began to produce in him, when the Amazone Queen who was preſent at that ſpe- 
Qacle,and in whom compaſſion had wrought very powertiill;coumfell'd him to break 
off his complaints,to think of the wounded Ladies ſafety, and at the ſame time calling 
ſoldiers, caufed them to rake her up gently upon their bucklers, that they might carry 
her to the Camp more ealily chen on hor<back. She ſeem'd to ſuffer that aſſiſtance ons 
ly to fatisfie Demetrius, whoſe griet was fo obliging toher ; and by all her ations ſhe 
ſhew'd ſuch an averſion againſt life, that they who did her that office, knew they labo» 
red bur in vain for her. Demetrius walked by them on foor, and though he was com- 
learly arm'd except his cask which he had chrown off,& his (word which he had bro» 
= in a thouſand pieces,it was impoſhble to make him ger on horsb:ck,or ſtir one ſtep 
from her he had wounded;he forbore to make her ſpeak for fear of hurting her, but 
he kept his eyes full of tears, inceſſantly fixr upon hers, and by thejr looks drunk in 
grear draughrs of chat poiſon which inſentibly took pofſefſion of his (oul. He vouch= 
ſated not fo muchas toſpeak to Emenes, who had brought up the re-inforcement 
for which the enemies were rettred, and when he was come to the Camp, he hardly 
looked upon Princ2 Anti-onas his father,and many his friends who came to congratue 
late rhe glory he had gain'd that day ; rhough he had great cauſe to be fatified with 
his goed ſuceefs. he was notica1able of tafting the ſweetneſs of it, inthat extremity 
of ſorrow; not fo much as hearkning to rhofe that talked to him of ir,he went direCt- 
Ip ro his rents, where laying the fair worded ftranger in the belt room, he called the 
Chirurgians, andpromiting them extraordinary re-omrences for that cnre, he, to 
makerthem labor the morecarefully. proreſted that his life depended abſolutely upon 
It, Theend of the Third Bok, 
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| He encounter which Queen Thaleſtris and youtig Demetrius had with Leonatus 
| and Caſſ:nder, was not ſo light, but chat of Roxana's party there were fifteen 
or fixreen hundred flain upon. the place, and on the fide of our Princes above 
a thouſand, yet won they the field and the whole advantage, and from that glorious be- 
ginning, drew moſt happy preſages for the continuation of that War ; nor did they neg- 
le& to ſhew their thankfulneſs to the gods by ſacrifices which they made throughout the 
Camp, both to the gods of Greece, and the Divinities of Perſia : preſently a hundred 
Altars were ſeen to ſrhoak, and a hundred Vifims ſlain, whoſe intrails were obſerv'd 
and gaveno cauſe of apprehenſiori to the Prieſts. The fair Amazon receiy'd a thouſand 
praiſes from the whole Camp, and moſt particular endearments from thoſe with whom 
ſhe had more familiarity z they who had ſeen her that day in the thickeſt of the fight, 
made reports ſo much to her advantage, that they had ſome difficulty to gain belief ; 
and when they went about to ſeek compariſons 'to expreſs her, could find nothing ſo 
proper as Thunder and Lightning. Oroondates imbracing her all armed as ſhe was, Par- 
don me (faid he) Madam, if I cannot hate Orontes, fince his infidelity has brought us ſo 
powerful an afſittance. Nor can I (added Ly{machws) repent the facriledge I commit- 
ted, in lifring my ſword againſt you, fince from that crime we have drawn advantages 
whichcan never be ſufficiently valued. The fair Queen replied to theſe diſcourſes ex- 
ce:ding gracefully, and the Princes therhſelves would needs disburthen her of her arms, 
and look upon ſome ſleight hurts from whence they ſaw the blood trickle down ; ſhe had 
two upon her body, but ſuch inconfiderable unes, that they had much ado to perſwade 
her to keep her bed for two or three days. By the recital ſhe made to Prince Oromm- 
dates of the ſtranger” valour, ſhe gave him an ardent defire to try his forces, and to re- 
yenge the two brave ſons'of Mazeus, whom both for the confiderawon of their father, 
and for their own, he had always particularly eſteemed : and indeed they were lament. 
ed through the whole Camp, their loſs much abating the joy for that fortunate begin- 
nine, As the Atazon Queen received great praiſes, the whole Army was not ſparing 
of them to young Demetrizs, and all the World extulled the Adtions, which in fo ear- 
ly a youth, he had been ſeen to perform againſt men of great experience in War, and 
known reputation, in terms able to have ſtirr'd up joy in him, if at that cime he had 
been carable of it. 

That poor Prince was then in no condition to taſte his Vitory, and though his Tent 
was full of Princes and Commanders who were come to viſit him, he had forgotten all 
his civility, & leftall the care of receiving the company to his farther, while he ſtirr'd noe 
from the fecr of her he had wounded, and by whom he was likewiſe wounded himſelfin 
a moſt ſenſible place. When the Chirurzians were ſearching her wound, he kept his eyes 
hit upon their faces, rodraw an Omen thence, of what he oughe to fear, or of what he 
ou-ht to hope; and when after they had done, he ſaw them lock one uron another with 
ſomthing a doleful countenance ; O gods! (cried he) ſhe's a dead Woman, and yuur 
faces promiſe me no good : Well,Philip, (continued he turningtowards hi fathers Chi. 
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rurgian) no life,no ſafety, neither for her, nor for Demetrins ? Sir (faid the Chirurgian) 
we-cantot ſo ſbortſeatle an aſſured judgment, but to morrow,at the ſecond drefling, we 
{hall ſpeak with more certainty ; let her reft for four and twenty hours, if | Un have any 
care of her health, and comenot into her Chamber till that time be expired. Poor De. 
metrius nearer death than life at this diſcourſe, kneeled down by her, and taking her 

the hand, which he bedewed with his tears z Madatn (faid he) I proteſt to you by all the 
gods, that if you dye, Ile liveno longer, and that you cannot take a more cruel revenge 
upon your Murtherer, than neglecting your Care ; the ſhame of having kill'd a Wo. 
man,as You are, were crſobugh alone to ſend me to my grave; but fince that, to ſo lawful 
a grief, the godsgto puniſh my crime; haveadded the paſſion I bave for you z know, that 
no your life is mine;that by all my blood, I cannot recompence that which I have drawn 
from your fair body ; and that no man ſhall ever ſee me out-live the griefof having de. 
prived the World, of that which now is deareſt to me of all the things that are in it, 
Demetrius brought forth theſepaſſionate words fo movingly, and his beauty added ſo 
great an advantage to what he ſaid,that the Lady,as great an enemy as ſhe was unto her 
ſafety, and as much prepoſle(s'd as ſhe was with another paſſion, could not keep herſelf 
from being nearly tcouch'd with them. Sir (faid he) you make me receive a death with 
grief,for which I had prepared my ſelf with joy; and I proteſt to you by thoſe ſame gods 
you have invoked, that your ſorrow does molt ſenſibly aggravate my former affliftions, 


and that if they left the diſpoſing of it unto me, I, to cure you of your grief, would ſtill * 


endure this life, which my remorſe, and my misfortunes make me to abhor. AfMiR not 
your felt any longer for me, who am unworthy of thefe marks of your goodneſs, and 
ſuffer me todie without other ſorrows, than thoſe which have brought me to a Juſt de- 
ſpair.Demetrius would have replied, if the Chirurgians had not perſwaded him to retire, 
after having imprinted a fiery kils upon ker hand,and uſed ſome other blindly tranſport. 
ed ations. As he went out of her Chamber,he gave order that Women ſhould be fetch. 
ed to ſerve her,and preſently ſome were ſent for to Polemons houſe, who came readily to 
do their beſt endeavours, Antigonns who was acquainted with his ſons nature,and who 
according to the report of all thoſe that have yoken ofhis life, was the moſt tenderly af- 
fe&ionate, and the moſt perſe&ly indulgent, that ever father was to a ſon;inſtead of re- 
proving him, and blaming his paſſion, was really afflifted with him, and gave kim the 
gent!-{t conſolations he could delire : then having gotten him to ſuffer two light wounds 
{ic had received,tobe ſearched and drefledhe at his intreaty left him to his reſt, and diſ- 
miſſed his friends who came thronging to vifit him. When Demetrixs ſaw himſelf alone, 
and that, in that {{Jicarineſs, be made reflex:ion upon the ſtrange capriciouſneſs of his 
forrunc,he f-1I into ſuch violent thoughts,that he was like either to loc his ſenſes, or ſuds 
den!y tc en! his days. Men have been oftenſeen to love (faid he) and Lovers have often 
been ſeen to loſe by death the perſon whom they loved ; but that a Lover ſhould in the 
ſame day, love, ſce, die, nay and with his own hand kill her whom he loved,js a thing 
which never hapned to any body but Demetrius, Ir was ſhame enough to Demetrius, to 
diſhonour h1'« fi ſt attempts by the death of a Woman, without adding this bloody ſur- 
charze unto his ſhame, to make him kill a Woman whom he was to love,or to make him 
[ye a Woman whom he had kilPd;My crime was before my love,my love is the puniſh- 
ment of my crime,and both my crime and Jeve will have an equal deſtiny. O Heavens! 
did you ever ſce a forrune that could have any reſemblance unto mine? & could you not 
have made the face of it leſs ſtrange, les cruel? If you had fo decreed, that I muſt love 
this Woman, could I not have loved her without killing her ? and if you needs would 
have me kill her,could I not have kill'd her without loving her?Others may haye kill'd, 
others may have loved, but never any,cxcept Demetrizs, lov'd, and kill'd both together. 
Love every where elſe begins, and declares it ſelf by Services; only mine begins,and de- 
clares it ſelf by death, nay and by a death which fore-ran both its declaration, and its 
birth ; Ah Demetrizs, how = x fo the marks of thy affe&ion, and how ſtrange a re- 
volution has thy condition ſuffered ina ſhort time ? This morning thou wert both free 
from love, and innocent of Murther ; this evening thou art guilty of the one, and mor- 
tally wounded with the other ; there remains only, ſince thy. love, and thy crime are in- 


ſeparable, that thou proſecute both to the uttermoſt; and that in this heart, the ſeat of 
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thy affe&tion, thon give the Jaſt blows to that unfortunate Image,which is engraven in it 
by thy crime alone. Theſe were the diſcourſes wherein the diſconſolate Demetrits paſſed 
the whole nivzht, and if he interrupted them many times, *twas only to leap our of his 
bed, run to the wounded Ladies Chamber-door, and inquire how the did of thoſe that 
waited on her;ſhe,to whom they related his diſquictrs.ro oblige her to defire life, and in- 
deavour her recovery, ſeem'd to be deeply touch'd with them, and (peaking with much 
moderation to theſe that were about her, Intreat Demetrius (ſaid ſhe) to take his reſt ſor 
my fake,& if he will have me pardon him my death,let him not redouble her griefs,who 
wants not other cauſes of afflition. Theſe words being told Demetrins, wrought ſume 
light effe&'in his mind, and ceftified this to him ar leaſt,taat the marks of his love were 
not indifferent to her. As ſoon as day began to appear, he would have rien, and run to 
her Chamber ; but the Chirurgians not having been able ro hinder him by the confidera- 
tion of his wounds, withheld him at laſt by that of the perſon whom he loved ; and 
made him,with great impatience defer the {ight of her,till the hour her wound was to be 
dreſſed, and that ſentence pronounced, which he waited for with mortal apprehenfions. 
During that tedious ſpace, the converſation of his father, rogether with that of Lyſima« 
chus, Ptolomeus, and Oroondates himfelt; who hazarded his health ſofar as tocome and 

vifithim, werenot able to divert him ſo much as a moment from his violent difquiets. 

Theſe Prince-,zwho from the Chirurgians had learned how little cauſe of hope there was 
in the ſtrangers wound, endeavoured to prepare him inſenfibly for the worſt event ; but 
they found him ſo little diſpoſed to hearken to them, that they were fain to give over 

their deſign. Ar laſt the hour he ſo much defired being come, he cauſed himſelf to be 

made ready, and going into her Chamber with all the company, he came ſoftly to her 
bed-fide, and kneeP'd down againſt the vpening of the Curtain, without being able to 
ſpeak one word, The wounded Lady who ſaw him in that poſture, and who could no 
longer be ignorant of his _ Demetrius ({aid ſhe) if my life were as innocent 
as yours, our fortunes would have ſome reſemblance, and if you will love me after 

my death, there will be much conformity in our deftinies. I would love you after 

your death, (replied Demetrizs ) if I could poſſibly ſurvive you ; but I ſhould be unwor- 

thy of life,if I were of ſo mean a fpirir as to preſerve it after the loſs of yol. Theſe words 

ſtruck Antigmus into a very great fear, and upon this diſcourſe, the Chirurgians being 

come in, began to go about their buſineſs : Demetrius trembled all the while,they were 

drefling her,and looking upon the wound he had made, O curſed,and facrilegious hand 

(cryed he) why did not the pods ſuffer the ſword of Caſſander, or of Ltmatns, to take 

thee from my body before this fatal encounter PPhilip and Amintas having taken off the 

playſter,and ſeen the wound, knew preſently that life was mortal,but becauſe they were 

forewarned by Antigonss, would not deliver their opinion before him, and only ſaid, 

that the ſucceſs was ſtill doubtful, and that it was to be hoped for from the gods, and 

from the virtue of the remedies applyed. Their Patient acked them leave to entertain De- 

metrizer,and the company,and they told her ſhe might do it without any danger ; which 

liberty ſo freely granted; made her ſoon know, that her cure was deſpaired of ; and De- 

metrius, if he had not been ſo much blinded, might catily have judged with the reſt of 
thoſe there preſent, that that permiſſion had not been given her, but that reſt and filence 

were no lonyer available for her recovery. She intreated Demetrixs to fit down by her 

ded-fide and 0:c0n4ates, Antigonus ; and the reſt placed themſelves round about, which 

done, addreſſing her ſpeech to Demetrits, ſhe ſpake in this' manner, 


The Hiſtory of Hermione. 


J Know very well that I ſhall dye ; bur I feel I have yet ſtrength enough, both to live 
ſ'me w dayes, andto make alone diſcourſe ; which obliges me, Demetrias, to give 
you the recita} of my life, and in this you receive no ſma'] mark ot the eſteem I have of 
yuu, lince it is ſo guilty, that I ought in reaſon to conceal it to all the world ; but I paſs 
over that conlideration, becauſe you from thence may draw the knowledge of many 
things, which will be advantageous to you; the firſt,is that of the crimes of this unforu- 
nate Woman whom you love, which without doubt will cure you of this aff-&ion, 

KkKk 2 whereof 
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whereof ſhe acknowledges her ſelf moſt unworthy ; the ſecond, that of my hearts being 
prepofieiſcd, which though the pods ſhould prolong my miſerable lite, would not leave 
me any power to anſwer to this friendſhip, you expreſs ro me ; and rhe Jaſt, that ofthe 
diſaſters which make life odious co me,and which making you ſce with how much reaſun 
I ought todereft, will comfort you as well as me for the loſs of ir. Befides theſe conhi. 
derations which concern you, O Demerrixs, I have others for my particular intereſt, 
capable to oblige me to this relation before perſons, who having perchance known my 
crime, are ignorant of the excuſes ic may have, and who by this naked contetſion of my 
life, will have a perfe& knowledg of the one, and of the other, 

Alchough I have in arms received this favourable wound, which by one death alone 
delivers me from many, yet am1 neither an Amazon by birth, nor of a ſtronger, and 
more Warlike confſticution than the reſt of women, *cwas only deſpair that pur a ſword 
into my hand, anda cuiraſs upon my back, under which my death bath been my firſt 
aſſay. The beginnings of my lite were very different from this lait profeſſion, and if 
my misfortunes had not altered my face, perhaps ic would not be unknown to ſome 
among you, fince it hath heretofore appeared ro.my ſhame, and confution, in places 
where you have paſt part of your life, and from which my body, or my mind has ne- 
ver becn abſent, ſince that fatal engagement of my heart, to which I owe the greateſt 
part of my miſeries. The unfortunate Cradates Prince of the Caſpians was my Father; 
his name, I am ſure, i: not unknown to you; nor what he did againſt you in all the Bat- 
els Darius fought againſt Alexander ; he was born his ſubje&, and I may rruly ſay, he 
was hcld in ſome confideration,both by him,and by all the Princes of his Court ; he al- 
ſo ſerv*d him with an inviolable fidelity till che end of his life, and, till after his death, 
never yielded to Alexanders fortune. ButIam too blame (continued ſhe)to ſay it was 
to his fortune, fince,to ſay truth, ic was to his merit that he yielded. Ab ! who was able 
co refit him, that Conqueror of ' men, that Maſter of bodies and of ſouls, and that 
ſovereign Arbitrator of our deftinies ? Oh that it had pleafed.the gods, that fatal me- 
rit, which hath drawn me into this labyrinth of diſaſters, had been leſs known to us,and 
that they had ſuffered poor Cradates to fall in that famous bartel of Arbells, wherein he 
ſhewed ſo many proofs of his valour, and of. his affe&ion to the ſervice of his King, 
without prolonging his days to entangle his wretched family in choſe miſcries which ac= 
ccmpanied it to the very laft. Ie was, I ſay, afcer the death of great Darius, thatmy 
Father with his houſhold,and the remainder of thoſe Troops he had commanded,came 
to caſt himſelf at the Conquerors feet, Alexander receiv:d him very gracioutly, and 
by the kindneſs of hisreceprion, did in part abate his ſorrow for the lamentable end of 
hits Maſter, and wrought an ardent deltre in him, to ſerve __ alſo wirh a fidelicy, like 
that which he had born to his deceaſed King. | have beyun my Story in this place, with- 
out making any mention of the firſt years of my life, wherein there is nothing conlade- 
rable enough to be told you ; and the rather, becauſe the conditionl am in, forces me to 
be thrifty of my ſpeech and ſtrength,that 1 may be able to relate the more important ac- 
cidents of my lite,& not ſpend them in the recital of thoſe which are but of ſmall impor- 
rance.I had lived till choſe years quietly enough in the Province my father commanded: 
but at that change of our condiricn, mine alſo received a particular. change, and by 
a fatal light I loſt that repoſe which | had ftill preſerved in all the rroubles of our Coun- 
try. lam going to make a confeſſion to you, My Lords, which perhaps will rather 
draw mockery from you than compaſſion ; bur it my folly cauſe ſome laughter in you, 
the ſad eff-Qs of it will in the end oblige you ro ſome rity, and wil! make you impute 
both my folly, and my mi-fortunes, tothe crueiry of my deftinizs. 1 will tell you then 
chat even in the remoteſt part of our Province,the reputation of Alexander had begun to 
cauſe ſome dilquier in my mind, and that being, born with high ſpirit enough, and bred 
up with a fame of ſome beauty, and of ſome qualities, which made me be accounted to 
have ſomthing lovely in me, I had alſo lotry thoughts, but lofty with exceſs, and even 
wich blindneF.The flacteries of thoſe which called themſelves my adorer<,had ſo puffed 
me up, that I diſdaincd them all, ro fix my whole efteem upon that Alex.n4er, whole 
perſon was yet unknown to me, but whoſe reputation was already ſpread over all the 


earth;l hzard his exploits recounted with admiration,and when they talk'd to me of the 
oreat- 
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oreatne(s of his courage, of that boiling and generous ardour which made hitm ruſh 
headlong into the thickeſt of his Enemies, of his moderation in victory, of his gallant 
faſhion,of his youth, and of the grace which accompanied all his a&tious, I felt my heart 
inſenlibly won, and became an Enemy to my Countrey, lelt with it 1 ſhould pray for 
the Ruine ofrhat lovely Enemy,who began to extend his viſtory as far over my heart, as 
over our territories. This eſteemſerled ir ſelf in my foul with ſome diſquier, and began 
to work defires in me, which as innocefit as they were, rob'd me of my former repoſe ; 
] could not forbear to take the part of that great King,even before thoſe who wiſhed his 
deftruftion, nor to ſet forth his praiſes in the hearing, even of his mortal Enemics. 
| remember 1 was often reprehended tori by thoſe who had power over me; yet by 
their going abour to ſuppreſs my deſires, they did but kindle them ſo much the more. 
In theſe terms I ſtood, when my Father called me to him, and when he communicated 
to his family the deſign he had to caſt himſelf at the Conquerors feet : I was the firſt, who 
(with a more (pecious pretence, covering the defire I had to ſee that Prince) embraced 
Cradates his knees, and ſaid all that my paflion could ſuggeſt ro fortifie him in tha re- 
ſolution. 1f theſe beginnings of my folly were ſo powertul, judge what the progreſs of 
ic was after the (ight cf Alexander. believed him more handſom, and moce lovely, than 
he had been preſented ro me ; me thought fame had done him wrong,and that what ſhe 
publiſhed of him,was infinitely below the truch.O gods! with what a Majeſty did he re- 
ceive our ſubmiſſion-? and with what a grace did he raiſe us up, when we proſtrared our 
ſelves before him ? I know not whether my heart prepofleſſed with ics former opinion of 
him, received chat impreſſion through the powerful inclination ir had ro ir, or whether 
it were an effe& of the merit of that great man, or a decree of my deftiny ; but what=- 
ſoever it were, that moment was the laſt of my liberry; and from an adorer of Alexan- 
der*s gallant aCtions, I really became Alexander's captive ; his great imployments would 
not ſuffer him to hold any lon? converſation with us, yet was it notſo ſhore, but that I 
heard him diſcourſe a good while with my Father, and had leifure enough to ſwallow 
great draughts of that poyſon, which by degrees ſeized upon my heart,and quickly left no 
part of it untainted. When we were come away, his image remained ſtil! preſent to my 
remembrance,& when by reaſoning I would have made ſome attempt to drive it thence, 
it ſerled it ſelf there with a more abſolute Empire,and tormented me with more violence 
and tyranny. Fooliſh Hermione, would I fay (fcr that's the name of this unfortunate 
woman thar ſpeaks to you) fooliſh and miſerable Hermione, what a blindiief6 is this of 
thine, to precipicare thy ſelf with fo little reaſon and diſcretion into an unruly paſſion ? 
and what a weakneſs is it to yield thy ſelf with fo little reſiſtance to an Enemy, from 
whom thou haſt no expefation of mercy? thou loveſt without any hope of ealing thy 
pallion, nay, and even without hope of diſcovering thy paſſion ; thou that art but the 
mean Daughter of Crad4ares, lovett Alexander, the Maſter of potent Kings, that Con= 
querour of all mankind,and the terror of che World, ke to whom the greateſt Princeſſes 
living are ſlaves, and who nevertheleſs would nor deign fo much, as to turn the leaft of 
his thoughts upon them Thou groundeſt thy hopes perchance upon the knowledge that 
Alexan1er is a man, that he is young, and that he is not unſerſible; that thou art born 
of no contemprible family, and that thy looking-glaſe, and thy flatterers,perſwade thee 
thou art 'air : Alas! though Alexander be a man, though he be young, he is a Warrier, 
he is fixr upon his cenqueſts ; and if he be nor unſenfible, he will be ronch-d with love 
to another rather than to thee; and thou wouldſt y-r be a veryer foo! thin thou arr,if 
the perſwaſions, either of thy flatterers, or of thy glaſs, could make thee imavine, thy 
beauty were in the leaſt degree comparable to that of the Princeſſes of Perfis,By this kind 

of arguing I ſtrove to defend my ſelf againſt my growing paffion, and | thence eafi] 
drew the knowledg of my blindneſs, but nut the power to withdraw my fe!t. n——_C 
with as ſound a judgment, as one unconcerned could have done, that 'twas utterly in 
vain to hope for any thing by my love, and yet that knowledge could nor cure me of ir, 
and I ſaw my ſelf in the end conſtrained to love without all hope, and to love, becauſe 
my reaſon had not power enough over my Soul to keep me from loving. Ar the ſecond 
fi-htof Alexander my paſſion grew twice as ſtrong as before, and at laſt it became fo 
potent by my indulgence, that ic made me abſolutely beſides my felt. We followed the 
Army 
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Army certain days, but the King being defirous by obligations to engage my Father to 
bis ſcrvice,and teſtifie the truſt he would have in him,ſent him to the City of Maracanda 
whereof, as of the neigbouring Province, he gave himethe Government, with equal 
Authority to what Governours were wunt to have under Darixs, My Father received 
this favour from the King with great ſubmillion, and with an earneſt defire to ſacrifice 
himſelf for his ſervice:but I received ic asa ſentence of death,ſince it abſented me from my 
lovely Conquerour;and when Cradates, after having received his orders and diſpatches, 
departed from the Camp, was like to have ended my life at that cruel ſeparation. 

Yet was it necefſary to obey without murmuring, and without diſcovering any thing 
to my Father of a diſquiet, which,jin ſtead of pity, would only have cauſed his contempr, 
and averſion toward me: I went with him to that City; which obeyed the King's orders 
without reſiſtance, and 1 looked upon it as theplace of my Impriſonment, or at the 
leaſt as the place of my baniſhment. Alaſs ! haw many days did I paſs there, which 
to me were more gloomy. then the darkeſt ig and which I ſhould have blotted 
out of the, number of my life, if all thoſe hy ucceeded them, had not been languiſh'd 
out in the like or greater misfortune ! That afored Idea came always into my imagi- 
nation, with charms againſt which my reaſon was no longer proof ; ſometimes 1 fancied 
Alexander at the head of his forces, preſling the flanks of Bucephalas, wich his ſword in 
his hand, his head ſhaded with Þlumes, and his body glittering with poliſhed ſteel, ex- 
cept in ſom? places, where the dult, and his Enemies blood had dulled part of its 
luſter; otherwhile I repreſented him to my ſelf at the top of a ſcaling Ladder, laying hold 
of a battlement, and throwing himſelf over a wall, whither he alone carried terrour 
and ruine to his Enemies:1 often ſer him before my eys ſwimming on horſe-back through 
an impetuous River, holding two Darts in hisright hand, and caſting up a terrible look 
toward the bank extreamly ſteep, and covered with a million otmen in Battalia; and in 
all theſe forms I imagined him always with divine afpe&, and with an air breathing 
ſomething above humanity ; | but from theſe reflexions falling into my ſadder thoughts, 
Alexander (would I ſay fighing) is yet more lovely,is yet more ſparkling then thon canſt 
fancy him ; but alas! he is not for thee z and the higher he is, and the more elevated 
above the common ſort of men, the lefs cauſe haſt thou of hope, the leſs cauſe of conſo» 
lation. I never ended theſe words without tears, and when Þ heard te]l of the daily pro- 
greſs he made, whereof my Father often received news, and the perils into which he 
did precipitate himſelf,l trembled and quaked at the recital,and bardly made any prayers 
unto the gods, but to conjure them to divert all thoſe darts, and all the ; oints of thoſe 
ſwords which might offend my lovely Conquerour, I kept my d iſquiets a long time con» 
cealed, though they might have been obſerved in my very face,and inthe alteration of my 
health; but in the end,[ diſcovered them to old Theauo my Nurſe,in whomalone I could 
with reaſon have any confidence. That good woman blamed my folly, and did all that 
ſhe could poſſibly to cure me of it; but when ſhe found ſhe Jaboured but in vain,and that 
my paſſion grew ſharper by her oppoline, ſhe reſolved to follow my inclinations, and to 
ſeck ſome redreſs for my diſcontent,as well by her endeavours,as by her conſolatione, 

Lived on this manner, till Sp:tamenes came to Marac anda , Spitamenes (purſued Her- 
mione with a ſigh) was not unknown to any of you, and they that have paſſed their lives 
with Alexander, as well as they that have lived near Darixs,may often have ſeen him in 
both Courts ; you know that he was triend to the treacherous B:ſſws,, and that after the 
dereſtable parricide of his King, whereot he was not abſolutely clear,he followed his 
fortune into Batiria ; but when Alexander was come into that Country, and that by the 
force of his arms he had made himſelf matter of it;Spitamenes,a falſe friend to that difloy- 
al man,bctrayed the Traitor in favour of Alexander;and to make his peace with him,cf- 
ter he had cauſed his forces to revolt, he with Catenes and ſome others ſcized upon Bel- 
ſus,and carried him hound hand and foot to Alexander, Having found favour with the 
Conquerour by mean« of his treachery, he continued for ſome time'to follow him ; but 
afterward growing weary of the quiet he enjoyed under him, and abuſing the favours he 
had received from him, he ſowed new ſeditions in the Camp,and making the Dabei riſc, 
he levied ſeven thouſand Batirian Horſe, arid with them marched towards Maracanda,to 
cet my Father to follow his example, aud rebel againſt his BenefaRour and his _—_ 
Pardon 
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Pardon me, O Spitamenes, it Lrenew the remembrance of thy perfidiouſneſs ; and be- 
lieve, that it is neither to injure thy memory, nor to ſeek-to jufſtifie my {:1f, that I accuſe 
thee, but ro make the truth known unto theſe-noble perſons, who are as little ignorant of 
part of thy lifeas I my ſelf, Spitamenes being arrived at Maracanda, and having made 
himſelf known at the Gates, was received by my father h's ancient friend, with all tefti- 
monies of affe&tion ; and concealing his rebeYion from him, he made him believe that 
by Alexander's order,and for his ſervice, he was to lead thoſe forces upon ſome expediri- 
on whither he had ſent him; My' father received him into the Town, and into his houſe, 
with all manner of welcome, and uſed him as a brother, and as a man in whom he per- 
fefly truſted ; nay, he was ſo imprudent, that he quartered ſome of his Troops within 
the Town, and the reſt hard by as commodioully as he could wiſh. The ſubtle Spitame- 
nes had already taken good order, to keep my father from being undeccivf, and ſerlt 
Horſmen abroad upon all the high-ways, to ſtop all thoſe, who by order from the King, 
or otherwiſe, might come to give him nocice of his Revolt ; by this means it was con- 
ceal'd from him, and poor Cradates never ſkewed the leaſt miſtruſt, In the interim, Spi- 
tamenes from the ſecond day became in love with me, or ar leaſt feign'd to be ſo, to ad- 
vance his detignsz and preſuming upon the friendſhip my father bore him, and upon the 
power he belicy'd him to have with Alexander,who,according to his report,gave him Ar. 
mies to command;he diſcover'd unto him his mtentions towards me,and demanded me of 
him in marriage. The abuſed Cr.1dates gaveear to the propoſition, and really believing 
that Spitamencs was ina high degree of fortunie,and in great credit with the King,jud ged 


- that he could not hope for a more advantageous match for his daughter,and without fur- 


ther deliberation, or informing himſelf how I ftood inclined, gave him his word that 1 
ſhould be his wife.Spitamener having had this promiſe,began to caſt loving glances at me; 


and todiſcover his affe&ion; Bur alas! how little was I in a condition to hearken to him, 


and with how great a coldneſs did I receive his proteſtations ! That very evening my fa- 
ther made me acquainted with his pleafure,and commanded me to reſolve to marry him. 
The gods kriow in what manner I received both that declaration, and that command, 
how many tears I ſhed at my fathers fer, and how many entreaties I uſed to get him to 
change his reſolution 3 butthar poor abuſed man, who believed himſelf engaged by his 
werd,and who fancied imagitary advantages to himſelf by that alliance, was inexorable 
to my prayers, and being off:nded ar my refiſting of his will, redoubled his commands, 
and to them added threats full of ſeverity. F paſſed all that nighr in deadly griefs, and a 
thouſand times invok'd-my adored Alexander, to atk fatisfaftion for the violence uſed 
againſt me, Theano could find no way to comfart me, - but repreſenting to me thac [ 
could not pretend by lawful means co the pofſefſion of him T lov'd, countell'd me to 
take Sp:tamenes,and obey my father. had no mother to whom 1 might addreſs my com- 
plains, ſhe was dead many years before ; and having made my moan ro two young bro= 
thers I had, they blamed my reſiſtance, ' and laid before mine eyes the dury I owed my 
father:They were ignorant tow my heart was prepoſic{&d,$& believing as well as Cra44- 
teg, that I ſhould have a very good fortune in Spit zmenes, could nor approve the difficulty 
I made in ſubmitting to his will. Till then Thad lived without knowleds of any crime ; 
and in that innoccncy of life, 1 believ'd, that without being extreme faulty, I could not 
diſobey my father, ro whom, belides my re7veR, I had ever borna very tender and per- 
fe& affeR&ion. to which he had obliged me by all manner of kind uſage, and by teſtimq- 
nies of a moſt indulgent love... How great dithcult, .vever I found in withdrawing my 
thoughts frem that lovely obje& whereupon they were fix'd, and how great an averſion 
ſoever his ryrannical proceeding had made me conceive againſt the Husband deftin:d for 
me, I fe]r myſelf roo weak to refift thoſe that had an abſolute power over me; I was 
deſtitute of all fhew of help, and not fo fooliſh as ro hope for any ſucceſs in my patlion for 
Alex mder, The knowleds of theſe things, after having ſufficiently wept, and torment- 
ed my ſelf, made me at laſt refo!,e toundergo the yoke, which they trove to imroſe up 
on me, and to diſpoſe my felt by that cruel neceſlity, to contend againſt my firſt aft:&i- 
on, and labour to introduce thatinto my heart.which duty ourhe to eftabliſh in it, Why 
ſhould I keep you longer in this tedious part of my life ? Crad-tes at laft found me obedi- 
ent,Spitamenes by a hard violence,and by the deſpair of my former paſſion, drew from me 
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the conſent he demanded,and my father who loved me dearly, and who would not have 
forced my inclinations, bitt:out.of a hope ic would be much to my advantage, expreſs'd a 
great deal of ſati-faCtion at'it. The wedding was celebrated with pomp and magnificence 
enough, but Lucina, the goddeſs of Marriages, preſided not at ours ; only the Furies held 
forth their Torches at that fatal alliance, and about our nuptial bed,whither I was led as 
a ſacrifice to the altar ; nor was there any thing heard bur Night-ravens, Schreech-owls, 
and ſuch birds of faral preſage. In thoſe firit days of our marriage, Spitamenes ſtrove, at 


leaſt in appearance, by all mariner of kindneſs, and teſtimonies of love, to make me aps. 
prove of that by inclination, which I had done out of obedience or conftraint, and not. © 


withſtanding all my repugnancy, he would at Jaft have obtain'd it, and I ſhould have 
forced my ſelf with reaſon to 'drive away that paſhon, which was ſo great an enemy to 
my repoſe, and to my duty,if Dy moſt horr'ble crimes, he,inſtead of the coldneſs I had to- 
ward him,had not introduced that bloody hatred into my heart, which hath fince produ. 
ced ſuch diſmal cffe&s. Here I ſhall only recall many things into your memory, which 
without doubt you have heard before ; but, 'fince that for the moſt part they are nor 
unknown to you, I will paſs them the more lightly over. Cradates now liv'd with Spita- 
mencs as With his ſon, he truſted him with his moſt ſecret thoughts, and refetred himſelf 
to him, both for the gevernment of the Town, and for his moft important affairs ; and 
indeed who would have ſuſpe&ed ſuch a horrid treachery, or who would have imagined 
that ſomuch diſſimulation and perfidiou'neſs could lodge in the ſoul of a man nobly 
deſcended ? The eighth day after our marriage was hardly paſs'd, when Spitemenes found 
means to bring in a great part of his forces at ſeveral gates, and when he had made 
himſelf ftrongeft in the Town, where the Garriſon and the Inhabitants were very weak, 
aſtzr he had given thoſe Orders to his men, which he reſoly'd ſhould be executed, he 
came attended by a great many followers, to find my Father in his Chamber ; he the 
day before had told him that he intended to march about the expedition Alexander had 
imployed him in, ſaying, it had been retarded by his Marriage; and my Father, who ſaw 
how much the Country was burthened with his Forces, was content to let him depart, 
upon hope of a ſpeedy return ; at that time ſeeing him come into his Chamber, he be. 
liewd he came to take his leave of him, but Spiramenes _— put him out of that er= 
rour, and having defired ro ſpeak with him ; Cradates (faid he) 1 have hitherto difſem- 
bled my intention, becauſe I was not yet in a condition to declare it to you z but now 1 
muſt Jay open my heart, and by my example oblige you to do what you ought, fince 
our ancient friendſhip, and the alliance we have contratted, perfwades me to move you 
to it by ſuch ways asI ſhould not have made uſe of toward another. Know then, 1am 
Alex inders enemy, that the forces which follow me have taken Arms only againſt him, 
and that if you have any love to your Country, and any conſideration of your Sonin 
. Law, you ought to take Arms for the one, and follow the fortune of the other, I was 
preſent at this diſcourſe of Spitamenes, and ſaw that my Father, not being able to ſuffer 
the continuation of it, How Spitamenes (cried he) have you betray'd me then, and was 
it on'y with this intent that you ſought my alliance? I asked your Daughter of you, 
(aid Spitamenes ) becauſe I 1ov'd you, and *tis becauſe I love you, that 1 yet once again 
intreat you to imbrace our party, and not to make them your enemies, oh do yet con- 
{ider you, and who are ſtronger in Maracanda than your ſelf, By theſe words, poor 
Cradates plainly fourid he was betray'd, and inſtead of anſwering to Spitamenes his pro- 
poſition : Ah ! Traytor, (cryed he) the juſt gods will puniſh thy perfidiouſneſs, and if 
I mutt fall, they ſhall ſee me die like a man that was faithful to his Maſters, till his 
Jateſt breath. With theſe words he laid his hand upon the Hilr of his Sword ; but cruel 
Sp:tamenes having already drawn his, ran him through the body, and made him fall 
d-ad at my feet. weltring in a ſtream of his own bloed ; my two Brothers were eager to 
have revenzed him ; but thoſe that accompanied Spiramenes kill'd them preſently upon 
the place, and at the ſame inſtant the (ignal being given, they began through the whole 
Town to drive out, and cut the throats of the Garriſon, I make you Judges, my 
L-rds, of the condition I was in at that time, I ſaw my poor Father breathe out his 
life in my arms, and my two poor Brothers fall murthered with divers wounds, the 
blood of themall ſpoured forth upon me, and made me all over in a gore, but } was 
not 
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not long a beholder of that dreadful ſpeRtacle ; for having ſcarcely had the ftrength 
to give a fhreek, I fell upon thoſe dear bodies, without ſenſe, or underſtanding. I knew! 
not then, what was done in the Chamber where theſe cruelties were commicted, bur' 
when I came out of my (wound, I found my ſelf upon a bed, encompaſſed with a great 
many women, unto whoſe charge I had been-delivered. As foon as Fopened my eyes, 1 
remembred the woful obje&ts had feen,and you may believe,that at that horrid remem- 
brance, I neither ſpared my hair, nor my face, and that by all my a&ions, I gave ſaf- 
ficient teſtimony, that in the condition-I was left in the world, 1 had bur little love of 
life remaining ; 1 had ſeen thoſe perſons murthered before my eyes,who were the neareſt;: 
and who ought to be the deareſt to me in the whole world;and I had ſeen them murther= 
ed by the hands of him, who in ſpite of all his treacheries and cruelties, was till my huſ« 
band - befides the force of blood, ahd the conſiderations of friendſhip, the condition I 
was in by that horrible revolution of my fortune, was very lamentable. 1 in thoſe dear 
perſons had leſt all the ſupport, and all the protection T had; and I ſaw my ſelf miſerably 
expoſed, and abandoned to the mercy of that Monſter, from whom I expeRed as bad a 
deſtiny. - At that time I thought not of all theſe things, as being capable of very little 
ſenſe in that extremity of trouble, bur fixing my ſelf only upon thoſe fo late objefts, 
and upon the bloody Ideas, ' which 1 had ſtil freſh before my eyes, 1 ſuffer'd my ſelfto 
be torally poſſeſſed with grief, and with aſtoniſhment, As often as I named my poor 
Father, and my poor Brothers, I deteſted their treacherous murtherer ; and I made not 
more complaints for them, than I poured forth imprecations againſt him: I kifſed the 
blood which was yet upon my clothes, and left horrible marks thereof upon my face. 1 
ſhould fear to weary you, my Lords, and perchance I ſhould not have life enough'to 
make an end of my recital, If I endeavoured to repeat all the words which my deſpair. 
made me bring forth ; and it will ſfufhce me to'tell you, that I paſſed all that day, and all 
the night following, like a perſon utterly out of her witszand had it not been for the hin- 
derance my women uſed -when I was fo violently tranſported, I had infallibly attempred 
upon may life ; I had continued above thirty hours without eaking any nouriſhment at all, 
when I was forced to it by the tears of my old Nurſe, who hanging about 'my knees, and 
fighing by me, touched even me my ſelf with pity, whoſe condition wag-wofubenoughy 
to move compaſſion in all the world, That ſecond day-was paſſed juſt as che firlh, and 
the next after, impudent Spitamenes preſented himſelf before me. O gods ! with what 
a violence did that cruel light waken my reſentments! 1 felt my ſtrength redoubled, and 
leaping from my bed, I ran to (trangle rhat Parricide with my hands;and without doubr, 
in the fury that tranſported me, I ſhould have periſhed by his, or ſhould have made him 
run ſome hazard, but that I was ſtopp*'d by thoſe women, who having held me back 
wich much ado, carried me by force, and laid me again upon my bed; Cruel Spitamenes 
was not at all moved at my ation, and being ſet down at a'diltance from me, he gave 
ear a long time withoyt replyto the reproaches and imprecations I vented againſt him x 
after I had ſaid all that rage' could put into my mouth, Perfe#t thy crime(continued 
thou murtherer, ſtdin'd with illuſtrions blood, and with blood, for whick thou oughtett 
to have ſhed all that which runs in thine own veins; ſend the diſconſolate "Hermione af. 
ter her Father,and her Brothers; pierce this heart,an enemy to that Parricide-hand, which 
but few days before, thou joyned'it to-mine for a pledge of thy love, and which thou 
gavelt to poor Cradates for an afſurance of thy fidelityy fince it is with this noble re» 
compence thou haft re2paid the favourshe-did thee, and with theſe gallant CharaQers 
that thou haſt engraveti inthe! memory of mankind, the aNiance which thou madeſtwith 
him; ſpare'not this renihayt that is left; andnduriſh not for thy ruine,” aferpent that 
will devour thee; unleſs thou 'ſifleſt it ; know 'that thy life ſhall never be ſecare; (o 
long as Hermione is in the world, and'that: the preſerves hers only to:afſaule thine, by 
all the moſt cruel ways fhe:ca:invent;'.cAtthis diſcourſe, diſloyal Spitamnezes feigned to 
be touelyd'wich tance and compaſſion; /and ' having looked a long tnne upon me 
without reply, Hermione (faid he ar tat} Fram afflifted:with thee for- thy loſs : bur fer 
the conſervation of my'farrune and of my life,'it wasnectffary for meto dhrenpen Mas 
racanda ; and though'I was alrcady advertifed that thy father had bertayed me, and that 
he had already promiſedito deliver me, INS 3 I proteſtotarhee that he thy 
; . fake, 
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ſake I would have pardoned him, and that would not have drawn my Sword againſt 
him, if he had not laid his hand upon bis firſt, with an intention to have kill'& me, fince 
he could not give me up alive into the power of my mercileſs enemy ; I contributed not 
to the death of thy Brothers, but they themſelves ran headlong upon the Arms of thoſe 
that accompanied me, However it were, Hermione, if Cradates was thy F ather, Spitg- 
menes is thy Husband, and thou art more nearly tied to me than ever thou wert to him 
our intereſts and our fortunes are henceforth inſeparable, and thou oughteſt to become 
an enemy to all thoſe that were ſoto thy husband. The faichleſs Spitamenes ſpake on this 
manner, and to juſtifie himſelf in ſome ſort, ſtrove to blemiſh the memory of my Father 
by a horrible calumny ; bur his innocence was too well known to me, and I could no 
longer ſuffer the ſcandalous {landers of that difloyal wrerch. Ah! Trayror (cried 1) 
Traytor a thouſand times; Traytor to Darius, Traytor to Beſſis, Traytor to Alexan. 
der, and, moſt of all, Traytor tothe unfortunate Cradates, and to his deplorable Family, 
Spare at leaft the honour of them, whoſe lives thou haſt inhumanely deſtroyed ; and 
contenc thy ſelf wich muirdering theic bodies, without murdering theic Reputations in 
the grave; our blood never ſuffered any reproach of perfidioufneſs, and all rhar ever ie 
can apprehend, is the having receiv'd faithleſs Spitamenes into a Race, that till then was 
without any blemiſh ; bur let the thunder of the gods bury me with the reſt of our poor 
Family, rather than thou ſhould*ſ{t ever fee Hermione acknowledge thee for her Huſ. 
band; thou thy ſelf ſhalt acknowledge her tobe a revenging fury,chain'd unto thy life by 
an unſhaken reſolution, and which will either give thee thy death in the middeſt of a 
thouſand Guards, or receive her own from thoſe abominable hands yet tain'd with that 
bloed,to which thou wert ſo unworthily allied. I faid a great deal mere tohim with the 
ſame vehemence : bur he grew weary of hearing, and went out of the Chamber, telling 
me that his love made him pardon my being tranſ{ported,and that time would reftore me 
toreaſon, and bring me comfort, I continued many days in this condition, diſpoling my 
If to live no further than I was forced by the urgent intreaties of many that loved me, 
and teftified'much compaſſion of my mi-fortunes, Spitamenes was peaceable Maſter of 
Meracanda, where he had quartered moit part of his men, and where Alexander, by rea. 
fon of his weighty imployments otherwhere, let him alone quietly for that time ; but he 
was not in the leaſt degree maſter of my heart, and notwithſtanding all the induſtry he 
uſed to make me forget my reſentments, it was impoſſible for him to effe& it, andIhad 
conceiv'd ſo violent a hatred againſt him, that I could not confider him as other than the 
Butcherer, not only of Cradates, and of my Brothers, but even alſo of my (elf; 1 fan- 
cied him always dyed with that bluod which had been ſo dear to me, and I continually 
fram'd horrible and dreadful Ideas of him to my (elf, which waking and {leeping came 
eternally into my remembrance ; in ſhort, all that a maſt juſt anger can produce ina 
heart already prepofſeſvd wich ſome averſion, imprinted it ſelf moſt deeply in mine, and 
I then took a firm reſolution to-live for nothing elfe, but to rake revenge, and to lacri- 
fice to the Ghoſts of my Father, and Brothers, that barbarous fellow who had inhu- 
manely maſſacred them before my eyes. He viſited me every day,but I till receiv'd him as 
a Dragon ready to devour me, and, it he forced me to ſpeak to him, I only uttered ſuch 
bloody Reproaclies, that any other ſoul but his muſt needs have been touch'd by them, 
and which ſo wicked an one as his would never have endured, if it had not before been 
really touch'd with a violent paſſton. I was a Priſoner, though in appearance I was free, 
and if I had-not known how much I was obſery'd, and how carefully I'was kept, | 
ould have endeavoured to get out of Maracends, and eſcape out of the hands of chat 
batbarous man, The gods know, and I call themto witneſs, that though Thad married 
Spitamenes without any afte&ion, I had doneall I could after we were married,to baniſh 
from my heart'the love bore to Alexexder,and that I had done all that a diſcreet woman 
could do toſettle it intirely upanehat difloyal man; I could-not hope to effeRt it eaſily, 
bur at laſt Hhad taken a Rrong-refolation to dye rather than ſuffer the (malleR thought 
that could injures, -I cominnedthar defign a3 lang as he abſtain'd from murdering my 
nearcit friends ;-but after that he; with their: blood had waſk'd. out all the Charafters 0! 
thar alliance, which tied me tb bim,1 belicv'd/my. ſelf free from.that engagement ; and at- 
terwatd when my loſes were no longer fo freſh, 8 that time ſuffered me alittle to unlool 
7, my 
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my thoughts from them, the image of Alexander came again into my mind, but it 
came in ſuch a way as made me inſtantly obſerve the difference there was berween him 
and Spiramenes ; I made no oppoſition againſt irs return, but drove out of my heart 
all the thoughts I formerly had to love that Monſter, placing more noble and more glo- 
rious ones in their room, O gods! (cried I)how beautiful is vertue in reſpe& of Vice ? 
and how lovely is my Alexander in reſpe& of Spitamenes Depart 'from me, O you 
uworthy remembrancesof the moſt unworthy of all men; and return to me, O dear 
Ideas of my gallant Conqueror ; we may ſubmit our ſelves to him withour baſereſs, 
fince the whole carth ſubmits ir ſelf with us 5 and may kindle as much love in our heart 
for him, as we do hatred againſt the faithleſs Sp:tamenr?, | faid many other things in 
che return of my paſſion, which my duty had laboured to ſuppreſs, but now my reſent- 
ment had fortified twice as much as ever, In the mean titne, Spitamenes endeavoured 
to reconcile me to him, and caus*d me to be perſwaded, that by all manner of confide= 
rations I ought to forget all that was paſt,and give him the ſame place as formerly in my 
affetion,and in my bed; but *rwas impoſſible for him to obtain it ; and one day when he 

refſed me to it extraordinarily, Ceaſe, Spitamenes (ſaid I) to defire whatthou demand- 
eſt, and believe, that it ſhall only beto kill thee inthy ſleep, it 1 receive thee into my 
bed. Spitamenes was touch'd with ſuch a threat, and changing colour at that anſwer, 
This cruel obſtinacy (replyed he) deſerves a very different uſage from that you receive 
of me;and you would find few men in the world who would not ſecure their own lives 
by the death of ſo dangerous an enemy. Why doſt thou not ſecure thine then (faid 1) 
fince thuu haſt no other way left to do it ? I will firſt (anſwered he)cry if reafon,and the 
knowledg of my love, can reſettle you in your duty, and will not come to extremities 
againſt you,til! my hopes are quite extinguiſh'd,and till I have cleared my (elf of all choſe 
Revroaches you mighyuſe againſt me, But remember, Hermione, that you ought not to 
thruſt a husband upon theſe laſt reſolurions, who loves you too well, and who by your 
ingratitude may be driven from one extremity to another. The cruel man kriew that I 
wanted nor matter of Reply to ſuch a Diſcourſe, but he would nor ſtay for it,and going 
out of my Chamber, left me at liberty to digeſt his threatning. I was even as much 
moved wirh that, as with hi- flatteries ; and neither the one nor the other were able to 
divert me from the reſolution I had taken. 

Whilk I lived thus with him, like an Vlyſſs inthe Cyclops Cave, he received intelli- 
gence, that Alexander was ſending forces againſt him, and that he was preparing to fol- 
low them at the heels himſelf, ropunith his ptrftdioutnels, and make him an exarnple to 
thoſe that miyht abuſe his mercy,as he had done. This news produced two very different 
effe&ts in us; it much perplexed Spitamenes, though truly he was valiant, and a gocd 
fouldier ; but in me it cauyd ſome mixture of hope and joy, I hoped that Alexander 
would revenge me, and (er me at liberty, that out of thoſe derefted hands I ſhould fall 
into hands that were moſt dear to me, and that in that revolution of my fortune, ] by 
avoiding the fight of Spitamenes might enjoy the fight of Alexander. Thele thoughts 
reſtored ſome cheerfulneſs ro my countenance, which was taken notice of by Spitame= 
nes, and thongh he had nc ſuſpitions of my inclinations to Alexander, he nevertheleſs 
was much diſpleas'd with me for the joy I ſhew'd at the diſorder of his affairs, and not 
being able to difſemble ir ; You rejoyce (faid he) Hermione, but be not too haſty in your 
contentments, your fortune is yet very unſecure. It cannot chuſe bur be very good (res 
plied I) provided yours be bad ; and if Spizamenes periſh, Hermione cannot be unhappy. 
By the like diſcourſes I exaſperated Spitamenes againſt me, and it he had not indeed had 
ſome vallicn for me, whereof I can neither tell you the name, nor explain the nature, 
*tis probable that being wicked and cruel, as he was, he would not have ſpared me. My 
good Nurſe was my only conſolation, 1 truited her alone with both my hatred and my 
love ; for though my hatred was publick, my love was known tono body but the taich= 
ful Th:av0o, Alexander made a great part of our converſation, and ſeeing. her alone 
wich me one day in my clofſet, a thought came into my mind which 1 neither could 
nor would conceal from her : What danger is there, mother, (ſaid 1) fince | have given 
my heart to Alexander, and that I have more right than others to call him to my relief, 
if 1 implere that aſſiſtance which he grants to all _ that are miſerable ? he'l lend 
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ah earito' me without doubt, when he ſhall know that I am daughter to Cradates, who 
died for his ſervice, and whoſe fidelity alone has been the cauſe of my misfortunes, This 
remembdnce will be conſiderable ro him, and perhaps he will not diſdain the inclinati- 
ons I havefor him, when he ſhall once come to know them: he has ſhewed civility, nay, 
he has ſhewed affe&ion to women, whoſe birth was neither more illuſtrious, nor their 
perſons more lovely than Hermione's, What do we know, but that the heavens, after ſuch 
cruel influences, may look upon us with-more pity, and may have inſpired me with the 
defign I have, to deliver me out of. al my miſeries at once ? Let us hazard what Love, 
and the neceſliry of my affairs put into my mind, and by writing to Alexander the ſtate 
of our preſent.condition, let us give him ſome notice of that of my heart ; he will with= 
out doubt be pitiful to the one, and perchance not inexorable to the other. 1 am forced 
unto this Aion. by a Power which I cannot diſobey, and fince that in the condition I 
am in, my life is very unſafe, I ſhould die unſati-fied, if I died without giving my Con« 
querour ſome knowledge of the vitory he has obtained over me; I will have him 
knaw, thar even the leaft of his Conqueſts is not ſhameful, and that the daughter of 
Cradates has @ more noble ambition than to be the wife of Spitemenes ; yet will we 
manage what ;love ſhall make us write, wich ſuch a diſcretion, as ſhall ſecure us from his 
diſdain; and will make thoſe adventrous Lines ſpeak in ſuch terms, as ſhall not make ug 
bluſh for their preſumprion, Only, dear mother, think of ſome truſty ſervant whom we 
may make uſe ef in ſo important a bufineſs ; Fle put both my life and honour into his 
hands; and .in recompence of the ſervice he ſhall do me, I offer him a good part of that 
fortune the gods ſhall ſend me : It will not be hard for him to get out of this Town 
while Spitamenes enemies are yet afar off, and that the Guard at the Ports is not tog 
ſtri&t ; 'and he may cally find out Alexander by the noiſe of his Conqueſts, and by that 
Reputation which brings him near to qhe remoteſt places, After I had faid this to The» 
ano, ſhe alledged ſome difficulties that were not without colour : but my paſſion broke 
through chem all, and. ar laſt made the good woman conſent to my defires, and ſeek 
ſome faichful perſon to ſerve me in them ; ſhe judg'd the matter of ſuch conſequence, as 
was not to be trufted to any but ſuch an ons as we had great afſutance in ; and therefore 
having ſtudied long upon it, ſhe bethought herſelf of her oflyſon, my fofter-brother, 
who had been brought up with care enough in my fathers houſe,and who had ever born 
me an invielable affe&ion. The good woman was willing to hazard him for my ſervice, 
and as ſoon as ſhe had propounded the bufineſs to him, he wich a moſt ardent zeal offered 
to cffe& it for me; Theanohad no ſpuner brought him to me, but I received him with ex- 
preſſions worthy of his fidelicy,. and having told him once again of what nature; and of 
what importance the ſervice was that he ſhould do me, I begg'd of him with tears in my 
eyes tobe careful of whatI rcuſted him withall ; Iinſtruted him at large in his Com» 
miſhon,and having given him a good many of my Jewels,diſmiſs'd bim to take order for 
his departure,while I ſhut my ſelf up in my Cloſet ro write that Letter whereof he was to 
be the meſſenger ; but then I was even at my wits end, and I found my ſelfin the greateſt 


trouble of the world to ſeck out terms to expreſs my ſelf; I repented my deſign a hun- £. 


dred times, and as often reſaly'd upon it again ; Love had no ſooner inſpired me with 
words, bur preſently ſhanie ſtrangled them again, and my courage had no ſconer made 
me write a little,but my fear made me ſtrike it out ; I never ſpent ſo much time about (o 
few lines : But in the end, after a thouſand blotrings, and a thouſand conſultations, I at 
laſt finiſhed theſe words, 


The unfortunate Hermione to Alexander the Great. 


T #4 not the wife of falſe Spitamenes, but the daughter of faithful Cradates, that preſumes 

to write 10 you ; If you abbor the name of ber busbrnd, youhave ſome conſideration of her 
fathers memory, and if her husband has betraid you, ber father died for your Majeſties 
ſervice ; *tis therefore by the blood of my father that 1 implore your juſtice againſt my 
busband , and ſince it is the deſtiny of Cradates his family to die for Alexander, be pleas'd 
that the remainder of it may dye free from any other yoke ſave what you have impoſed. It is 


your Captive Sir, that begs ber liberty, not that you have taken from ber, but that which FG 
| tileſs 
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tileſr Spitamenes refuſes her ; ſhe counts wo other priſon but yours ſuppertable, aud. if ſhe 
mult live incbained, "tis only in thoſe brave Chains, and in boſe gallant Bonds wherewith 
ber heart is tied;her body can ne longer endure to be ſeparated from ber ſow], that's the moſt 
cruel of all torments, and I ſuffer leſs in the preſence of a monjier inbrued with my 
blood,then I do for the abſence of Alexander, Alas, Sir, how bold and bow firange is this 
confeſſion ! but your goodneſs without doubt will pardon it in a mind «qually perplex'd with 
its misfortunes, and with irs paſſions,and that ſame goodniſi will arm your band with thoſe 
thunders, which it wſes to dart at guilty beads, and will make you demand that from a bay- 
barous mat which be detains from you, and which can be no bodies but yours, Thiſe vitio- 
riow Arms of the Conqueror of all the World, and of my particular Conqueror, can never 
be employed with more juſtice, and that infallible ſucceſs which waits upon them cannot 
fun ſo lawful a deſign, nor be refuſed by the gods unto the prayers of the unfortunate 
HERMIONE, 


; When had ended this Eetter, I found it fo far from that modeſty which I had propo- 
ſed unto my ſelf, that I was going to have writ another, and have torn theſe word: 
which made me bluſh with reading them, and perhaps I ſhould never have refolv'd to 
ſend them, it Theaxo and her ſon had not come in to me ; they utterly overcame all my 
ſcruples, and that poor young man, who burn'd with a defireto ſerve me, urged me in 
ſuch manner,that after having inſtrufted him in his Commiſſion, and in the relation he 
ſhould make unto the King touching the misfortunes of our family, 1 put that fatal Let- 
ter into his hands, and diſmiſs'd him. He went his way, after he had promiſed, that he 
wou'd either procure my fatisfaQion, or die for my ſervice z and Iremained in a great 
confuſion, both for the boldneſs I had taken, and for the uncertainty of the event, I 
trembled in ſo doubtful an expeRtation, and good Theans endeavoured to ſettle my 
fears, and laid aſide her own to give me ſome conſolation; / Part of the day was paſſed in 
this employment, when I was ſurpriſed with a moſt dreadful ſpeRacle ; Ifaw (O gods ! I 
tremble at this horrible remembrance) I ſaw cruel Spitamenes come into my chamber, 
in a poſture which cannot return into my memory without making me quake with ter 
rour, his eyes and his whole face glowed with a colour like fire, his cloaths were all 
bloody, in one of his hands he held the Letter I had written ſome few hours before, and 
in the other the head of my unfortunate meſſenger. Confider, my Lords, what an afto- 
niſhment I was in at ſo ſtrange an encounter, and ſupply my weakneſs, which will nct 
{ufter me to repreſent it toyou, I was ſtrucken cold, and unmoveable, like ſorrowtul 
Niobe at the loſs of her deplored family, and at the firſt was neither ſenfible of grief for 
the miſchicf I had cauſed, nor of fear tor the danger that threatned me. - In the interim, 
inhumane Spitamenes coming towards me, when he bad put the Head which he held by 
the hair cloſe to my eyes tomake me know it, he threw it at Theano's teet, and at the 
ſame time ſhewing me the Letter ; See here, (ſaid he) Hermzone,fee the recompence thou 
giveſt to thoſe that ſerve thee, and behold the gallant marks of thy fidelity tro.thy huf- 
band ; thus it is I uſe thoſe that undertake ſuch honeſt employments for Spitamenes his 
wife, and *tis by proofs of this nature that i can know chaſt and modeſt women like 
Hermione, I was ſo troubled both by the fight of ſuch frightful objeQts, and by the cries 
of Theann, who kiſſing her ſans bloody head, filld my chamber with moſt lamentable 
exclamations, that I had neither ſtrengthnor confidence to anſwer Spitamenes, Confti- 
der (ſaid he to me) whether this husband, to whom thou daily uſeſt bloody reproaches 
of crue'ty, ought now to ſtand in fear of them, for having puniſhed a double perii- 
diouſne(slike thine and whether thou canſt diſavow thy being convinced both of an 
ad11]tzrous defien, and of a.confpiracy againſt thy husbands life : See, how tv farsitie 
thy harred, and to content thy ſhametul paſſion, thou doſt not only give up my lite 
and thy honour, bur to ſacrifice the one, and unworthily to proftitute the other, thou 
worit, (baſe and mean-ſpirited wretch) thou ſueſt to an enemy that deſpiſes thee : 
I.» w, that ic isnot to diſhoneſt and diſloyal women that Alexander gives his eſteem 
4 aff:Rions z and that as much his enemy as Iam, I muſt acknowledge him to have 
hich oppoſes all thy hopes. He that ; uniſhed the murderers of Darius more 


C:uel'y 13012 thoſe of King Philip his father, will never approve of treachery, although 
ic 


450 CASSANDRA Partlll. 


it be to his advantage, and the deſtiny cf Beſſis ſhould have ſerv'd for an example to 
the wife of Spitamenes, With ſuch like diſcourſes Spitamenes aggravated my forrows, 
and having by the length ct them given me time to thake off part of my aſtoniſhment, 
I at laſt recovered courage,and looking upon him with a more afſured countenance then 
before, Think not (ſaid 1) to confound me by thy reproaches, nor to terrifie me by thy 
threats; theſe crimes that thou accuſeſt me of are not new unto thy knowledge. thi* 1s not 
the firſt day thou kneweſt that Cradates his daughter was the mortal enemy of his Mur. 
derer ; this attempt thou upbraidft me with, is only againſt the Butcherer of my near. 
eſt friends, and not againft my husband : The gods forbid that ever I ſhould acknow. 
ledg thee by that name,their blood has waſhed oirt all the marks thou hadft of it ; and if 
I were guilty of that affc&ion thou condemneſt me of, it ſhould be to the gods, and nor 
to thee,thas I ſhould juſtific my ſelf for it : I owno fidelity to him who by horrible Par. 
ricides has extinguiſhed all thoſe obligations, and I ceaſed to be thy wite from the time 
that thou deveſtedſt thy ſelf both of the nature and quality of my hu«band. Atrer the 
misfortune of Cradates, who was neither more guilty,nor leſs in thy power then I, thou 
needeft not think it ſtrange that I try all manner of ways to ger out of thy hands, and 
that I call for help to him, who of all men living is beſt able to give it me, and from 
whom, being interefſed in our misfortunes as he is, I may moſt lawfully hope to obtain 
ir. If thou haſt ſhed the blood of a faithful ſervant, and of the innocent meſfenger of 
thy intentions, be neither the more fierce, nor the more ſatished for that, and believe 
thou aggravateſt thy crimes only for thy greater puniſhment, and that if thou Ietceſt 
me continue in the world, I will be revenged for him, as alſo for my father and my bro. 
thers. This torrent of words which I pour'd forth imperuouſly, and in which Spitame. 
nes, for all his rage and fury,ſaw a great deal of juſtice,abated his violence a lile,and if 
they were not able to make him more mild, or more cholerick then before, they were 
powerful enough to ſtrike him to confuſion; yer did he ftrive to diflemble it,and labour- 
ing to put himſelfinto his former terms; Think not,wicked woman, (faid he) to juſtifie 
thy ſelf by theſe weak reaſons thou alledgeſt ; thou arr but too plainly convinced of 
two crimes,the leaſt whereofis worthy of death ; and perſevering as thou doft to work 
my ruine, thou wouldſt. perchance ſcarce find one in the whole world, from whom 
thou couldft hope for ſo much mercy as thou recciveſt from this cruel, this barbarous 
man ; I will Jer thee out-live thy crime, tothe end thou maylt have no advantage over 
me, and that henceforward our reproaches may be equal, fince our faults are equal, 
When thou telleſt me of Cradates, I*le pur thee in mind of Alexander ; but know,thcn 
hopelt in vain both for his help and his affe&ion, 1am content to let thee live, fo long 
as thou liveſt for none but me ; but if I tink under Alcxander's fortune, thcu ſhalt be ſure 
to keep me company to my Grave, nor will | leave thee in the world in a condition to 
laugh with thy Lover, at the defeat of thy husband ; Pray therefore to the Heavens for 
my proſperity, if thou wilt pray for thine own ſafety. I give thee this wicked womans 
lite (continued he,pointing to Theano) and though- ſhe deſerve death, 1 am fatisfied 
with having puniſhed her by her ſon, for the counſel and affiſtance ſhe has given thee. 
Having faid theſe words, he went out of my Chamber, and lefr me little moved with his 
threatnings, bur deeply afflited, both with fear of never ſeeing Alexander, and grief for 
poor Theano, whom bh a reward of her ſervices, and of the nouriſhment I had re- 
ceived from her, I unfortunately had deprived her of her only ſon. The poor woman lay 
upon the floor, keeping the head in her hands, and,mingling her tears with the blood 
which {till ran from it, was a hideous and horrible fight :'0 behold, I took her in mine 
arms, and adding my tears to hers, with much affe&ion, Mother, (faid DI amnot able 
to give you any valuable comfort in this loſs I have cauſed you, and unleſs I could reftore 
you what | have robbed you of, I know not how in the world,to make you amends, but 
I proteſt to you by all the gods that hear us,by the ſoul of Cradates, and by the tender 
affe&ion I have ever born you, that your intereſts ſhail from henceforth make the beſt 
part of mine, that I will be as eager to revenge you as my ſelf, and thar I will perifh very 
ſhortly, or appeaſe the Ghoſts of my father, and of your ſon, by the blood of their 
Murderer. Though theſe words were not ſufficient ro quier that poor woman, yet did I 
perceive they had wrought ſomething upon her,and that ſhe found ſome ſweetneſs in - 
promile 
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promiſe] made her ; Iſpend the reſt of the day with her in condoling the diſaſter of tha 
ung man, whom I unhappily had facrificed ro my misfortungs;and the day after 
we bad imployments of another nature. 

Spizamenes having notice, that Alexander had ſent Menedemws againſt him, and that 

he was alrcady upon his march to Miracenda with his Forces, reſolved to £0 forth 
with his, to meet him, and to wait for him in ſome advantageous place, fit for an am- 
buſh which he meant to lay, and into which Menedemws mult neceffarily fall. The 
Troops were no ſooner ready, but Spitamener compell'd me to go out of my Chamber, 
and putting me with certain women intoa Chariot, encompaſſed with Guards,took me 
along with him the way he march'd:he had with him four thouſand Bafiriar horſmen, 
whom he cauſed to carry behind them as many Dabei, lightly arm'd, and expert Ar- 
chers, who yielded little to horſes in ſwifcnefs,and who had order to alight at the yery 
beginning of the charge, and to encloſe the enemies on the right fide, and on the left, 
That day having made a very long march, we came to the place of Ambuſh in the be 
einning of the night, and the very next morning imprudent Menedemw arrived there ; 
| will not entertain you, my Lords, with the particularities of that buſineſs, I have al- 
ready told you, that [ ara but a Souldier by accident, and belides,thoſe paſſages are as 
well known to you as my ſelf, You have heard that Spitamenes his Stratagem took 
the effet projeted, thatthe Macedonians were ſhut up on three ſides, and that the 
ſudden ſurpriſe of the Dabei,deprived them of all means to fightzthat Menedenus ſeeing 
himſelf overreach*d, and aſham'd to have an Enemy more fubcil then bimſ{c1f, made 
amends valiantly with his own perſon, and after having flain a great many of his Enc- 
mies, fell dead amongſt them with an infinite number of wounds he had received ; thar 
after the great defeat, a ſmall number of your men, having gaine41 a ou of reaſonable 
ſtrong ſituarion,capiculated with Spitameres;after which that faithle(s tellow, contrary 
to his word given, put them all to the ſword. 

Here Antigonus ſpeaking,to help Hermione*'s weakneſs, We ſaw the bloody marks 
(aid he) of what you ſuccinfly relate, within a few days after,where we found all the 
Macedonians,and their valiant Commandgr Menedemws, (who had been our friend and 
companion) full of honourable wounds ; and the King who view'd the place of that de- 
feat in perſon, after having given ſome tears to their deplored end, and loudly ſworn to 
revenge it, caus'd tombs to be rais'd for them, and funeral honours to be perform'd with 
great magnificence. 

After that defeat (continued Hermimme) Spitamenes return'd to Maracanda, but 
would not ftay for Alexander there, knowing himſelf to be but weak in that Country, 
where he had little credit and Authority;wherefore having given order that the Troops 
which he had left behind ſhould follow kim, he march'd toward Batiria, which Caſc- 
nes and he had cauſed torevolt, and where he knew he ſhould find a retreat, with 
Men and Towns at his devotion. {n che mean time he carried me along like a Captive 
though he was careful enough of my perſon, and that ſometimes by flatteries, an 
ſometimes by threats, he endeavoured toalter my inclinations : but they were ſtill fir 
and inſtead of mollifying me towards him, I was every day follicited by the afflited 
Theano, to take the revenge I had promiſed her, the defire whereof was too deeply in- 
graven in my heart to and in need of any follicitation, This thought, and that of 
Alexander, took up my memory perpetually ; and whatſoever ſhould become of me 
after the defeat of Spit:menes, I beg'd nothing of the gods but the arrival of bis £ne- 
mies ; I blamed their ſlowneſs every day, and complained againſt Alexander for bei 
lo careleſs in revenging the injuries that were done to him ; and confidering that he 
other matterg enough in hand, which were ſufficient to retard him, we wandered a 
long time up and down BaGria, where Spitamenes recruited his Army; and when he 
thought he was able to defend himfelf,he ftaid at Nicea, the beſt Town inall the Coun- 
trey,and encamped his forces abqut it. He had not been there long, buthe heard that 
Alexander xgas coming with great marches toward him ; that intelligence did not much 
afright him, and not being willing to fly before him any longer, he relolved to expet 
him boldly, and bury himſelf in the ruins of that City ; he caus'd the fortifications to 
be carcfully repaired, furniſh'd the place with Armsand Vi&uals,madeForts, and _ 
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a good line round his Camp, forgetting no part of an expert Commander, This news 
Joy'd me very much, and Spitamenes, in whom jealoutie already was very powerful, 
finding the marks of it in my face, reproached me with it every day. Thou knoweft not 
what thou rejoyceſt at (would he ſay ro me ſometimes) for if thou forefaweſt thy deftiny, 
thou woulſt curſe the very approach of Alexander. He often threatned me on this 
manner, and rhen within a while coming to himſelf again, and letting himfelf be over. 
come by ſome remainders of paflion, he would begin to flatter me, and changing his 
voice and countenance, Hermione, (would he ſay) our injuries are equal, let us forget 
them equally ; do not thou any more remember that I killd Cradates, and I will never 
more think of thy being in love with Alexander. Sometimes I deigned not ſo much as to 
anſwer him, otherwhile I replied fo ſharply, that he would fall into a rage, and to his 
furious hamonr. In the interim the time ſo much defired by Hermione came at laft,and 
we ſaw thoſe Arms appear, that were viftorious over the better part of the world, 
Fierce Spitamenes reſolving to go forth with ſome of his Cavalry to meet the foremoſt 
Troops, came into. my Chamber compleatly arm'd , and rowlipg his eyes, which 
darted nothing but blood and' ſlaughter , Hermione (faid he) I am going to make thee 
ſport, and perhaps thou wilt know to day, whether I can detend my felt both againſt 
my forrein and domeſtick enemies ; Arm thy prayers in favour of them thou loveſt 
beſt ; and if thou wilt, behold from the top of our walls the facrifice I prepare for thee, 
He went out of my Chamber with theſe words, and I was not all unwilling to grant 
what he demanded. Our houſe ftood upon the skirts of the Town, and from the higheſt 
windows one might diſcover the neighbouring fields, as far as the fight was able to 
reach ; Spitamenes had no ſooner left me, but I went up with Theano, and caſting my 
eyes upon the plain, I ſaw my cruel jaylor go forth at the head of his men, and march in 
good order toward his enemie*. Go perfidious man (ſaid I ſeeing him ride on) go, find 
a too glorious funeral under the Arms of my galfant Conquerour, and make him bluſh 
at ſo ſhametul a Viory ; thy deftiny will. be too noble if thou falleſt in this occaſion, 
and even thy very death will wotk an envy int Hermione, He was not yet far off, when 
Theano made me obſerve the duſt which roſe under your horſes feet, and within a while 
after, Ldiſcern'd the —_— of your Arms yet were you at ſo great a diſtance, that we 
could ſee you but very confuſedly. At that fight Ifelt a beating at my heart, which te« 
ſtified the inward alterations of my ſoul, and celebrating your approaches with fighs, 
O Theano (cried I) ſee yonder is he we have ſomuch deſired ; that Maſter of my heart, 
and that adored objc& of all my prayers, and of all my thoughts; without doubt he is 
at the head of thoſe Troops which we begin to perceive, there it is he is moſt commonly 
found, and there it is that by his preſence he conſtantly leads on viftory ; ſee how the 
Sun, to add Juſtre to his triumphant Arms,-is more beautiful and fparkling to day, than 
ordinary ; all things contribute to his glory and advantage ; and Fortune her ſelf, in 
whom common perſons find hothing but inconſtancy, hath chang'd her nature in fa- 
vour of him, and hath yielded her ſelf a flave unto his vertne. In the meay time I faw 
Spitamenes draw up toward you, and within a while afcer the duſt roſe thicker than be- 
fore, and the «ky was ſo obſcured, that we loſt fight of both parties ; Then we,were con- 
fident they were fighting with the Macedonians, and then we moſt ardently redoubled 
onr prayers and wiſhes. Within an hour we found that darkneſs todraw nearer to us z 
and afterwards when we could more cafily diſtinguiſh obje&s, we ſaw Spitamenes fly 
full ſpeed with his men toward the City, and the Macedonians at their- heels cagerly 
proſecuting their victory, That fight 'c Bee an unperfe& joy in me, as ſoon as the 
wicked fellow was near enough to be known, and though his ſhame gave me ſome con- 
tentment,I could much more earneſtly have wiſh'd,that ſome Macedoman- Javelin might - 
have ſtopt his flight, and that he had lien gnawing the carth,' upon which he had lefta 
good many of his companions. Look there (faid I Theano feeing him enter the Gates) 
behold the Valiant mant that prepared me ſuch bloody ſacrifices! Oh how pleaſing would 
this ſacrifice have been to me, -3f he had been the Vi&im ! In this interim he was retired 
into the Town with ſome ofhis men, and the Macedonians, who but for that obſtacle 
would have forced their entrance, at their coming up were ftopt by their Enemies en- 
trenehments. That hindefance kept them in the plain; - judging that thoſe 7 
mM C 


F 
i 


Book-IV. (CASFYN DRY. 


mpls 
by the bri 
Ns aka 


which way to repreſent ; and though ti]l then I had not much feared death, his preſence 
made it ſo gaſtly to me, that I was quite voidof courage or reply. Spitamenes catch'd 
hold of my hair with his left hand, and lifting up his right wherein he held his ſword, 
was going to part my head from my ſhoulders, when he felt his arm laid hold on behind: 
he turned about furioufly toward him that hindered the eff:&ing of his reſolution, and 
ſaw Timocrates ſtanding by him, in whom of all his Captains he had.greateft confidence 
What will you do Sir ? ſaid Timocrates, - Let me alone (replied Spit-menes, more furious 
then before) let me kill this faithleſs woman before ſhe rejoyce in my utter defeat, and in 
the ſhame ſhe preparesme. With thoſe words he got looſe from, Timocrates, and would 
infallibly have executed his dehgn, if many others of his friends had not come into-the 
Chamber and _ his intentions ; they altogether had enough to do to difſwade 
him, and he ftill dragg'd me by the hair, who was nearer death than life, abaringno- 
thing of his obſtinacy for all their entreaties. ft 4 
Hermione in this part of her recital was interrupted by the paſſionate Demetrius, who 
cried out,O gods/where were all the Thunders at that time?or if you wanted Thund 
where was: Demetrius ? The young Lover ſaid only theſe few words with an cn 
look, and Hermione proſecuting her tory, The more.carneftly _— his friends 
(continued ſhe) importuned him to ſpate me, the more i ———_— him; 
But wherrthey had long prefs'd and conjured him nor to be fo hafty in a _ 
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-he night executeanother way, Lgrant you (faid he at laſt) ſome part of what you defire 
err — life of this falſe woman, who ſhall ſurely dye for the explarion fit; Ge 
the delay you beg, and achangeof the kind of her drach ; my revenge would neicher:be 
handfom nor if Ifhould foul my harids in her i Blood , therefore i will 
have hier dyc by hands that are dtarer to her, ro morrow I'le make a ſally upon the ene. 
miics, where ſhe hall march ac the head of our party, and receive thefirft ftormof their 
encogntcr ; ſhe ſhall cirher' fire her 4/exanders rent her ſelf, or fall under the Atrns of the 
Macedonians ; and if ſhe give back, or refuſe toadvance, this ſword ſhall till be ready to 
execute what you have deferr'd. Prepare thy ſelffor this kind of death (parfued he turn» 
ing towardsme) and frecly offer to Alexander? fword that heart, which thou haſt given 
him : I cannot do thee a more acceptable ſervice, than to deliver thee to thy:Lover, and [ 
fa will take care to condudt thee to his Tent. This was hislaſt reſolution; ahd noe. 
withſtanding all the attemprsof his friends ro divert him from ir, *rwas impdfſible for 
them to obtain any more of him.Before he went out of the Chamber,he pur'me into the 
hands of the Eunuch Straro, Captain of his Guards, a valiant man, whom he commanded 
upon pain of death to watch by me all night with a hundred of his fouldjers. Umil 
this part of my life, I had never ſhewed roo much apprehenfion of death ; but(l muſt 
confeſs my weakneſs, nor do I think it ſhameful in a woman) I was then exttcamly af- 
frighted at it, and formed ſo cruel an [dea of it in my imagination, that I'was not free 
from ſome of thoſe thoughts which are uſual in perſons that are much in love with life. 
As ſoon as Spitamenes was gone out, Strato brought me to my chamber, where pre. 
ſently all objeQs appeared fatal to me ; by Spitamenes his command all my women left 
me, and ſcarcely were they, that had been deareſt to me;permitted to take their leaves of 
me; they by a weeping farewel made my griefs more ſenſible, and my tervors greater ; 
the face of all rhings became diſma], and my lodging look'd no r as other thanas 
the priſon of a criminal condemned to ſuffer:: Only Theano eonti with me, becauſe 
the was deftined $0 the ſame puniſhment, and that ſhe was to loſe a life with me, the bet- 
ter part whereofſhe had alrcady bequeathed to my fervice.One of my mot ſentible gricks 
that I ſhould dyc without ſeeing Alexander, and without letting him know at my 
death that I ſuffered it only for his fake, Art leaft (faid 1) i he had bat any knowledge 
of the cauſe of my death, and if hemight but one day learn with what conſtancy and 
firmnefsI dyc his, I ſhould not be utterly unhappy , he would certainly ſhed a great deal 
of blood for my revenge, and perchance ſome tears out of compaſſion, O Alexander ! 
how glorious would my deſtiny be if 1 could make thee ſhed bur one, and if thou didft 
but ſay at the relation cf this news, I lament the fortune of this poor woman, Bur alas, 
how different are our thoughts?thou without doubt involveſtSpitamrenes his whole family 
In his perfidiouſneſs, and wilt equally bear the ruine of thoſe that have berray'd rhee,and 
deftrufion of thoſe that have loved thee. I was buried in theſe thoughts, and preparing 
my felf with all the conſtancy I had lefc for that death which I believed inevitable; when * 
Stravo,whole guards were at my chamber door,came toward me, and ſeeing he could not © 
be over-heard by any body but Theane, who was not ſaſpeted, Madam (faid he) 
may ſave your ſelves, but you muſt have courage to undertake a daring enterpriſe, 1 fad 
ever obſery'd ſome good-will in that man toward me, and I then called to mind that he 
had received ſome obligations from Cradates,whereot he ſtill had preferved the remem- 
brance : This freed me of any ſufpition I might have had that he talked fo to ſound 
me, and therefore Ireplied, Oh Strato! there is nothing I would not do to hinder Spi- 
2zmenes from having the ſatisfaQtion to deſtroy Cradates his whole family ; you muſt then 
ill Spitamenes (faid Strats) 1ece no other way open to your ſafery ; and by that, you 
may both ſave your life, and take the revenge you have fo much defrtd. I was furpriſed 
at that propoſition, and though, according tomy opinion, Iought to have received is 
with joy, I was ſtracken when 1 heard (peak of taking away my husbands life 4 how great 
hatred forver I bore him] did not naturally Jove blood, and rhough [ wiſhed his death, 
Licand not my felf bold enough to give it him. Theano ſecing me in this confafion was 
tronbled at ic, and coming towards me with ſoomhing a furious ation, What, Madam, 
(faid ſhe) do you conſult ftill upon this on? and when as to fo many reaſons of 
revdage you may yoyn that of your own Gafery, do you forger'your gallant relucions - ? 
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Ah ! Theano (replied I) I am no lefs an enemy to Spitamenes,  thanT have ever been, and 
I contd wiſh he were out of the world, fol had not the guilt of killing him; he isthe 
Murderer of my Father, and of my Brothers, yet he is my Huwsband, and 1 cannot re- 
folve to imbrue my hands in his blood, without an exceeding great violence upon my 
ſelf. Ah ! Madam (anſwered Theano) drive away theſe Chimeraes from your mind, atid 
fear no remorſe for a couragious and a virtuous aCtien ; you'ow this revenge to your 
Father,and to your Brothers,nav,and you ow it even to me alſo, who have ſacrificed my 
only ſon unto your intereſts, and who yet bear in my heart'every drop of that blood 
which he ſhed for you; and moreover remember, that if: you do ir not; you! muſt dye to 
morrow, and dye as an infamous woman, and 4s an Adulter; ar the head of two Ar- 
mics, Theano, beſides theſe, uſed ſo many other Arguments to me, and did'fo aggravate 
the cauſes I had to free my ſelf of that barbarous mah, that in the end Lconſented toall 
ſhe defired, and asking Strato what order we ſhould rake'ity the buſineſs, he inſtruſted us 
in the manner you ſhal{ hear by the continuation of this diſtourſe, 

As ſoon as Spitamenes was retired to takethat reſt in his bed, which he was capable'of 
inthat condition of his affairs,Strato,who commanded all his guards, wenr'to thoſe that 
were wont to watch about his perſon, and having an abſolute credit and authoriry with 
them,he told them that Spitumenes had-commanded him toſend them to another part of 
the Town,about a bulineſs which he invented:and giving them-charge to go thither pre= 
ſencly,and to expett his Orders there,he feigned that in their ſtead he would put ſome of 
thoſe ſouldiers which had me in their cuſtody ; they obeyed him without reply, and left 
Spitamenes his Quarter deſtitute of any body that could defend him;within a while after 
hereturned to them that guarded me,and reſerving to himſelf only four or five of whom 
he was afſured, and t) whom he had in part communicated his'delign, he ſent thereſt to 
ſome other place by the ſame deccir,& ſo. having freed himſelf of all thoſe that might hure 
us, he came into my chamber to me, accompanied with them that were to afliſt us in that 
defign.l trembled trom head to foot when bſaw.him enter,and felt ſo great a repugnance 
againſt that enterpriſe, that bur for the inſtigations of the revengeful Theano, I ſhould ne- 
yer have reſolved upon it. Madam (ſaid he)now it is that your courage is needful,and that 
you mult diligently lay hold ofan occaſion, which can never be recovered if you let it &f- 
cape. Ah ! Strato (cried I) my courage fails me'in this execution;pray let us ſeek ſome 0« 
ther way to get out of Spitamenes his hands.If you had longer time(replied Strat»)perhaps 
ſomthing might be thought cn, but-you have only the remainder of this night ; all the 
gates are gyweded,and rhe walls fo thick ſet with Souldiers,that we have no paſſage open: 
When Spitamenes is killed, & his deathvconcealed, provided Ibe at the head of my guards; 
Ve make you as free a way as you can defire, and I have credir enough among thoſe that 
watch at the Ports, to perſwade them that 1 do nothing without order from Spitamenes ; 
buc loſe no time, I beſeech you it you let the night {lip away, there is no more hope of 
fafcty for you. Aﬀter theſe words, and many others, Theans' made me riſe from a chair 
where | was fitting; and going out of my chamber, by Torch-light,the lead me pale and 
trembling toward Spitamenes his lodging.. O gods ! how troubled were my thoughts ar 
that time, and with how great agitation of mind was I diftrated, berween the defire 
of revenge, and that of my ſafety ? 1 had ftrong inclinations to'compaſſion, and I could 
not forbear to conſider with pity, the misfortune of a man berrayed by his own people, 
and even upon the point of paying ſo cruelly tor the injuries he had done me. I told 
Strato often, that fince he bore me ſo much good will, he might execute his delign, with- 
out my being preſent at that bloody ſpettacle : but he refuſed ro go one ſttp without me, 
and having brought me through a Gallery to an outward Room. where a Groom of his 
Chamber lay alone, he knocked ſoftly at the door. The Fetlow beins got up, and ha- 
ving acked his name, opened the door ; but Strato inſtantly mufling a C'oak about his 
head, ſtabbed him twice or thrice with a Dagyer, and made him fal! dead at his feet, 
without being able tocry or ſtir ; from thence we went into rhe next Chamber, where 
Spitamenes lay faſt a{l-ep. I was ſo beſides my ſelf that F was hardly able to ftand, cal- 
ling in vain upon my anger to ſtrengthen me; the firſt rhing Strato did was to ſeize upon 
Spitamenes his ſword, but by the noiſe we made he waken'd, yet was ſo extreamly ſur- 
priſcd, that he had not the confidence to cry out, neither did they give him time, for co- 
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vering bis Head preſently, as they had done his Servants, they took away his life with a 
great number of wounds, Thou diedſt, O' Spizamenes, and thou diedſt a death which 
indeed thou hadſt well deſerved, bur I confe(s was exceeding cruel in having given my 
conſent unto that ation, and that, as wicked as thou wert, I ought rather to have ſub» 
mitted my ſelf ro-the puniſhment thou: intended(t me, and ro have forgut the lofs of all 
my friends, than to have diſhonoured my Sex by a cruelty of thatnature, I had with» 
drawn my (lf. into a corner of-the Chamber, and-turn'd away mine eyes from that hor. 
rible ſight, but ſo did tiot Theane;z and he was no ſooner dead, but ſhe took Stratu's 
ſword, and. with the help of the Souldiers ſhe cut off his head, which ſhe took by the 
hair, inthe fame manneras ſhe had ſeen him-hold her ſonsnot long before ; and havi 
logk'd upon itawhile, (hy put ir into his night-bag, and would needs carry'it away with 
her for a deſign. which [he ſaid ſhe had ro my advantage. After this bloody execution, 
Strato drew th & Curtains abour the Bed, and going out of the Chamber, made faſt the 
Doors, and ſo we retired through the Gallery to my Lodging. Theano was of opinion 
that F bad all the reafon in the world to be cenitented ; but I was not of her mind, and 
felt ſuch a remorſe for that ation,to which-I had conſented, that it took away all the ſa» 
tisfa&tion I might have had by my revenge, and by the procuring of my own ſafety : My 
trouble and confulion was ſo great, that they-apuld nor get me to ſpeak one word; I was 
deaf to all that Strato andthe joy'd Theano ſaid to: me, and the only conſolation with 
which ſhe could couch me was, that I ſhould make my ſelf conliderable ro. Alexander by 
the ſervice I had done him, and that I could not:any way addreſs my felf to hirh wit 
more advantage, than by carrying him the end of the War, andthe keys of all Badiris, 
witl the head of his enemy. 1 confeſs, ny Lords, with ſhame, that I was ſenſible of this 
Diſcourſe, and that this hope diſlipated fome part of myfrighes and troubles, Strato 
gave ordcr to two of thoſe who had aflifted him, that all their fellow-ſouldiers ſhould be 
in Arms before day at the Gate of our Houſe 5 and to another he gave charge to have a 
Chariot and good Horſes in areadinefs, Theano, and he, ſpent the reſt of the night in 
preparing for our departure, and I in bethinking my (elf what I ſhould fay to Alexans 
der ; I was as fearful of that aftion,'as-of the.other, at which I had been newly preſent, 
nor was I lcfs apprekenfave to appear before that great man, than if I had been once again 
to have undertaken ſomthing, againft the life - of Spitamenes, I trembled for the ſucs* 
ceſs of that enterpriſe, and I began' to fear ſome part of what Spiramenes had forctold 
me.In the mean time day appeared, and we no ſooner perceived it, but we went down to 
the gate,where the Chariot, and the Guards waited for us. As foon as they ſaw me, they 
wereall moved with compathon, and Srwuro diflembling before chem, gor up intorhe 
Chariot with Theano and me, and after;bim, thoſe men in whom he truſted, All rhe 
ſouldiers, and all the inhabitants, who ſaw me pas through the firect followed by fo 
ſtrong a Guard, and who had heard ſpeak of Spitamenes his cruel reſolution againft 
me ,beheld me with riry,and when we were come to the Gates of the City, Strato tel- 
ling the Captain of the Watch, that he had order from Spitamenes to carry me out 
the Town, they were opened to us without any difficulty. We paſled in the fame manner 
through our Camp, and being come to the Trenches, Strato commanded the Guards to 
return into the City, and cauſed the Horſes to be laſhed on with ſpeed ; we went 10+ 
wards Alexanders Tents without other Convoy, fave thoſe that were with us in the Cha- 
riot, At the firſt Corps de Garde we came to,I deſired we mjght be brought to the King,to 
whom we were going to make Propoſitions of Peace. Thoſe that commanded, cook care 
to do fo, and having learned of them that were with me, that I was Spitamen: s his wite, 
thac rumour ran from one to another through the whole Camp,and was alrcady come to 
Alexaniers ear, before we came near to his Tents. Ah ! my Lords, how grcat were the 
diſturbances of my mind at that time, and with what inward trouble did 1 prepaie my 
ſelf tor that ſo much deſired, and at the fame inſtant ſomuch dreaded, fight 7 tear and 
Joy divided my thoughts,cqually between them,and when I fancied to my ſelf chat I was 
going to fee the only objeR of all my affeQions, I alſo call'd ro mind that I was going 
to appear before my Maſter, and before a Maſter who abhorr'd thoſe a&ions, whereot 
mine had the outward appearance, I was no ſooner come to the Royal Tents, and 


alighted out of my Chariot, but Leonatas came forth to meet me, and asking me, it [ 
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were ''ot Spitamenes Wife, gave me tounderftand, that they had already notice of my 
coming. Atrer I had cold him: that. } was ſhe, he took-me by the hand;and led me to the 
King's Chamber,between two long Rows of ſouldiers, I had no ſooner caft my eyes ups 
on him,but my pallions were violently awaken'd, and my love making me bold, drove 
away part of my fear and weaknefſes, He was attended by a great number of Princes, 
and. perhaps,my Lords, by-ſome of you, which makes me believe I ſhall tel] you no new 
thing, and that this Recital will be redious to thoſe who are not unacquainted with this 
Adventure. 

Prolomew anſwering to this part of her Diſcourſe, It is true, Madam, (faid he) 1 was 
then at Court, and preſent at your coming; to the King z your beauty ravith'd all the be- 
bolders, and we began toffock about you with admiration,when Alexander being wil- 
ling togive you a more particular audience, commanded' us toretire; we heard not 
what you faid-to him, and fome of theſe that hearken ta you, have never heard cak of 
this Adventure, | | 

[ willtcll you then (continued Hermione) that I drew'a good Omez from that courte« 
ous particular audience it pleaſed the King to afford me, and ſeeing 1 had all the liberty 
toentertain him, that I could have wiſh'd, I forc'd my ſelfto recover a little courage. 
Before | ſpoke to the King, Lcait my (elf at his feet, bur he rais'd me up ver civilly and 
withgentle words, prayed me to tell the cauſe of my 'coming to him, I ſaw well that 
he had utterly forgotten my face,and that he did not ſomuch as know that | was Crads- 
tes his Daughter,bur his kind Reception having perfeRtly re-affured me; Sir (ſaid 1) be. 
hold your flave, who comes to lay her lite and fortune at your feet. This is not the firft 
day lam ſubje&ro your Empire, and I make it my glory, that I have been yours ever 
fince I was capable ot underflanding ; Spitamenes his tyranny has not been able to dif. 
engage my affeRions, from that ſublime pitch ro which 1 had raiſed them,and though 1 
was his by the violence of my Fricnds, } was always Great Alexenders, both by a juſt 
knowledg,and by a moſt powerful inclination ; and ro ar truth, that noble prepoſleſſi- 
on:of my heart, made the Vices of Spitamenes inſupportable tome, and that difference 
of our manners, cauſedan incompatibilicy beeween us, which left us no other thoughts 
fave thoſe of deftroying one another. Spitamenes isar haſt ſacrificed to your juſt in- 
dignation, and your Captive was unwilling to come before you, without a conſiderable 
Preſent. With that other prayers, and homages, ſke brings you ViRtory, ſhe preſents all 
Bairis to you, and withit the Head of faithleſs Spitamenes, Art theſe words Theano 
drew it out of the Bag, and preſented it to the King all bloody and gaſtly. He lent me 
a favourable atrention rill that part of my Diſcourſe; but he had no ſooner heard 
thoſe laſt words, and ſeen the cruel Preſent 1 otfered him, when of a ſudden he turned 
away his eyes from me,and from Spitamenes his Head, and flying away to the other end 
of the Room, teſtified by all his Attions, that he could notendure the light of me with- 
out horrour. What (faid he) are you Spitamenes his Wife, and do you bring me Spira- 
mencs his Head 2 He fpoke the words twiee or thrice over, without ever looking toward 
me, and ſtruck 'me into a ſtrange confution by that cruel revotution of my fortune. 1 
ſtrove nevertheleſs to reſettle my felt, and was preparing to tell him the Cauſes I had to 
hate Spitamenes, by which perhaps 1 might have juſtified my felf to him; but he would 
not yive me the leiſure, and turning at laſt toward me with a furious look, Go,(faid he) 
get thee gone thou wicked and deteſtable Woman, and pollute not Alexander's ears with 
the Relation of thy Parricide;! have till now defended my (elf from any ſuch ſhame as 
this thou wouldſt fix upon my Reputation, and I have conquered my Enemics by open 
War, withour deſtroying them by the treachery of their Wives carry thy horrible af- 
keQions otherwhere, and hope notro find Monſters amongſt us, that will approve of 
thy Diſloyalries z*cis only in conſideration of thy ſex chatl ſpare thy life ; bur lead it fo 
far trom me, that rhe glory of mine may never be troubled by thy detcftable remem- 
brance. When he had ended theſe wakedic wereto me like Thunder,or ſomething 
yer more dreadful, he commanded me to be put out of his Tent, and carried out of the 
Camp,without ſiffering me to ſtay there any longer Leonatws executed his Command, 
and making me get wp again inro my Chariot cauſed me to be cendudted wut of the Ma. 
cedonian Trenches, Judge (my Lords)'of the condition 1 was in, at this utmoſt of my 

myſ- 


458 CASSANDRA. Par IL, 


misfortunes, and ſupply my weakneſs, which-will not ſuffer me to expreſ it ; then it 
was that I ſaw my ſelf caſt headlong into the greateſt of all my diſaſters, and that I fel] 
into my extreamelt deſpair. Till then;though 1 had lived miſerable,] had yer liv'd inno- 
cent; and though my life had been perſecuted,I had at leaſt preferv*d my hands, and my 
conſcience clean z but then I faw them defiied by the murther'of my husband, and my 
ſhame divulged amongſt thoſe perſons,from whom I ought moſt caretully to have con- 
ceaPdir. I had diſhonoured my felt by a crime, which,notwithftanding. the excuſes it 
might have, was ſtill exceeding great, both before the gods,and befure men; and | ſaw 
my ſelf ignominiouſly driven away frum him, in tavour of whom had commitred it,and 
in whom 1 had grounded all my hopes, 1 was, without any retreat or ſupport; in the 
hands of a few men, in whom, by reaſon of the freſh proof they had given me of their in- 
fidelity toward their maſter, was no way induced to have ahy confidence. Theſe confi- 
derations were o bitter to me, that they were likepreſently to/have pur a period to my 
life ; and but for the hinderance of Strato and Theano, 1 had cut off the courſe of my 
miſeries with my own hand. | Fcaus'd my ſelf co be helped out of the Chariot, when we 
were got a little from the Camp, and caſting my ſelf upon the ground, I ſaid words,and 
did a&ians which could nor proceed from other then a Soul given over to deſpair ; my 
remorſe began ro-accompany my love, and rhey both joyn'd rogether to make a pitti. 
leſs war againſt me. ' Then I:remembred Spiramenes his predifions, and the know. 
ledg he had given me of Alexander's humour,” All that was terrible in his death,came 
then before m Jes and though 1 could not bewail him, yet could I not comfort m 
ſelf, becauſe I had been accefſary to the taking away of his life, Ah! Spitamenes ons ; 
thou had'ſt deſerv'd death by thy crimes, but thou oughteſt to have received it from the 
juſtice of the gods,and not from the cruelty of thy wife,8 ſhe ought to have ſuffer'd that 
which thou intendedf her, rather then let any thing be attempted againſt the lite of her 
husband ; but complain not of thy deſtiny, I ſhall not make ſport of it with that Lover, 
concerning whom thou didſt fo juſtly reproach me, and mine will be ſo miſerable,that 
even in Hell itſelf thou wilt not envy it; that b-auty wherein thou ſomerimes foundeſt 
charms able to ſoften thy barbarous humour, found nothing from thy proud rival hut 
diſdain and ſcorn ; he whom thou betrayedit, rakes care thou ſhould be revenged,and 
ſo thou art much more ſeverely for thy death, then I am for the death of Cradates, 
Aﬀeer this diſcourſe, Alexander's cruel words came into my remembrance, and I in 
them found ſo many cauſes to ſeek for death, that Theano and Strato never could divert 
me from that reſolution ; my paſlion nevertheleſs was ſo full of reſpe&, that I fpake not 
one word, nor had ſo much as a thought of reſentment againſt him,and though 1 knew 
it with grict I believed it was with juſtice that he thought none but monſters would ap- 
prove of my horrible afte&ion. Ar the importunity of thoſe that were wich me, I got 
up again into the Chariot, and they reſolv'd to go toward a Town, in which a near 
Kinſman of my Fathers did ftill command ; 1 ſuffer'd my ſelfto be guided by their will, 
having no other thought, ſave that of deploring my miſerable fortune. Our horſes tra- 
vailed at a good rate, bur it pleaſed the gods that in the evening we were met,and taken 
by ſome of Catenes his Scouts. Catenes was Spitamenres his neareſt friend, and the com- 
panion of his revolt; Hauitenes and he had an Army within two dayes march of Spita- 
menes, from whence they made excurſions upon Alexander's Camp. Straio and Thea- 
no knowing into what hands we were fallen,began to tremble, and make large offers for 
our liberty, but *rwas impoſſible for them to obtain ir, and having been carefully kept 
that night, we were brought before Catenes the next morning ; my face was not unknown 
to him, and if I had then had any remainder of defire to live, I ſhould have had cauſe 
enough to fall into mortal apprehenſions. Whenl was preſ:nted ro him, he had new- 
ly heard of his friends death, and ſcarce had he begun to-lament ir, when he ſaw his 
murtherers delivered into his power. He was not a little joy'd at that encounter,and re- 
ſolved to make us end our lives in torments. 1 was indiff:rent to all that could happen 
to me, but Strat» would needs prevent the puniſhments to which he was deſtined, and 
ſceing his hands at liberty, he ſeizzd upon the ſword of one thoſe that brought us, and 
ſtriking it up to the hilts in his own breaſt, fell preſently dead at Cateres his feet. By this 


ſpeedy vengeance for Spitamenes his death, I ſaw that the gods carmot approve of trea- 
cheries, 
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cheries, of what nature ſocver they be; and that infidelity, even-to the-widied'ſt 
never le; but Ialſo found new. occaſions in it to deteſt this life, for: whi 
had ſcen ſo mach blood unforttinately ſpile. Catenes commanded that 8trato's compal 
nions ſhould be flea'd alias i he _ ready hes — _— a_ ſentence 
apainft rae; when looking undaumtedly upart: evenge the thy” fricnd, 
(faid 1) Coen, as | ws. revenz'd the deaths of my father, and cf break, Cas 
tenes found ſomething in theſe words that exprefied a courage,and immy facedaw forms 
ching of beauty that check'd his indignation, ,wherefore the was farisfivd-witrhi makitng 
me be ſtritly guarded,and for my ſake Theans received the ſame favour/Wirkia omertow 
days after he talk'd to me of love, and told me he would marry me; but he fourdi wie 
ſo little pliant to that propofition, that he defpaired of effefting it by gemle means; bt 
caus'd me to be well cnough attended by ſome women he put about we, . and in” that 
manner of life I continued above three months, withourbeing able to” withdraw my 
thoughts from Alexander, hardly for a moment. Thar ryrannical paffionwas fo deep- 
ly rooted in my heart, that ir left no care nor no remembrance in it of my other mile- 
ries, and being become indifferent, or inſenfible of all other things, Lpaiſed threes 
four months in Caterer his power, as a perſon that knew net what condition ſhe' was 
in. Catenes in the mean while began to preſs me,and to threaten me with the power he 
had over me z but one day when he mentioned the violence he could uſe rome, Do, ve- 
venge thy friend if thou wile(faid 1)but learn by his example not to deſire the alliance of 
Hermione, Theſe words cool'd him for a ferv days,but I think at laſt he would have come 
to extremities had he not been prevented by his deſtiny. You know that Alexander 
ſent a flying Camp againſt Hmeftenes and him under the command of Crate 16 and Lyſ'« 
machw, and that in the Battel which was given, Hawftener was taken, and C:tenes (lain 
by Lyſimachus. 

At this diſcourſe all the company caſt their eyes upon Ly/imachus, whoſe modeſty 
made him bluſh ; but they would not interrupt Hermzone”s ſtory, which ſhe continued 
on this manner. | 

{ tellyouthe laſt accidents of my life ſuccinaly, becauſe the recital of them affords 
little matter of diverſion, and that the waſting of my ſtrength will not ſuffer me to en- 
large my ſelf farther in this narration ; You ſhall know therefore, that after Catenes his 
death,my condition was altered ; and that Crater having had a command from Alex= 
#nder to bring all the prifoners before him, forrowful Hermione was one of that num- 
ber. Alas ! with what ſudden tranſports did I receive that occafion of ſeeing my piti- 
les Maſter once again, and of juſtifying my ſelf before him touching ſome part 0 
crime. Perhaps (faid I) the gods may have mollified his heart, and that the knowleds 
of thoſe provocations I received from Spitamenes may have abated ſome of his cruelry 
toward me: Heaven does not always look ufon us with anger, and perchance Hey 
mione ſhall not be the only perſon of the world, whoſe fortune is ſubjeR to -norevolu- 
tions, In this hope was carried along with the priſoners, and we were preſented to 
Alexander juſt at the time when he was going into the Indies, I did not mach obſerve 
his uſage of the relt, but caſting my ſelf at his feer, and looking upon him with-eyes 
drowned in tears, Sir, (aid 1) cither hear me, or command me to be put to death, 
The King having looked carneftly upon me, thought he knew me, yer defiring to be 
certified of the truth, Is not this Spitamenes his wife 2 faid he to thoſe that were 'about 
him ; who having confirmed his belief, Give her liberty (aid he) and cake-her away, 
for fear her converſation teach the Macedimians crimes which are yet unknowh to 'them. 
This was all the ſatisfation I received by my laſt (tght of Alexander, and T was fo de- 
Jetted at that eternal continuation of my miſeries, that I utterly loſt all hope and courage. 
Ah cruel! (cried { to Alexander, who had turned his back and was going away) ftay 
bor one minute, and at leaft behold the dearh thou giveſt me ; though I was thine ene. 
anics wife, | never was thine enemy;all my friends have loft their lives for thy ſervice,and 
alt the offence rhat 1 have done thee, is, that I freed the world of thy moſt treacherous, 
moſt implacable enemy. Ifthou wil fly fromme with ſo much inhumanity, fly from 
kar which thou tyrannically haft uſurped, and reſtore me the liberry thou haft rob? 
= of, and nat-that which thou offereſt me. My crimes are nor infeftious as _ 
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duals aid if the-Mcedowionglearn any'thing/by my example;it ſhall be to: prefer dearh 
ear ubfortimate life; and it ſhall beiro Jove thee a-thouſarid rimes more than their 
lives, nay, \to.Jove nothing in the world more then Alexander, As I' made an end. of 
theſe words, which'were'beard by no body that regarded them, 1 {t{bdrid:(woon in 
Theant's Arms, and they thatwere preſehvar what I ſaid; believed without dewbe: that 
I'was out of -niy wits, hearing me ſpeak ſach:firange'things,and with ſo little diſcretion, 
We were neat unto a City called Edefſa, upon the bank-ot the River Gonpts, whither 
Theano, Keing me very ill; found means ty have me carried, and got me :lodg'd conye- 
miently ; there I'was taken-with'a violent Feaver, and-fcl[!into a dangeybus fickneſs, 
while Alexanderiſcr forward toward the Indier. Theano in her cloaths hadrquilted up 
fome-Jewels of. reaſonable good value, which'l had put into her hands when we came 
from Nices, and which by gocd fortune, or. for fear of their Commanders, Catenes 
his ſoldiers had not taken Gem vs; withthem-ſhe at that time, and afterwards, pro. 
cured mony enough to ſupply cur necefliries, and during the whole ccurſe of my fick- 
nes, ſhe logked xo me with fo careful anditender an affeticn,' and exprefled fo great a 
defire of my recoyery, that'her confideration alone kept me from aſſiſting my diſeaſe, 
and made.mse take thoſe remedies that were given me to regain my health :'l ſay, her 
earneſt entreaties, accompanied with her tears, which in regard of my obligations to 
her I could not reſiſt, hindred: me from contributing to my death ; and when I thought 
my fiekneſs, would ſave me that. Jabour, T found great conſolations in that belief. Now 
I ſhall dig(Gaid 1)and by that welcom remedy ſhall free my felt from Alexander's Tyran- 
ny ; that cruel man, who defpiſes and tramples me under his foot, ſhall no longer have 
any power.over me, and death will deliver me now from his inhumanicies; yet will I 
return into the, world to viſit. him again, and my Ghoſt, driven by a juft defire of re. 
venge, ſhall follow him continually, to ſting him with remorſe, and vex him with re- 
proaches; Theſe were my hopes while IHay fick ; butat Jaft ] began to mend, and was 
not a litt]e.trpubſed at my. recovery, When I was well again, I frequented a ſccicty of 
women in that City, who lived ſeparated in the world, and had dedicated themſelves 
tothe ſervice of the goddeſs:Cibele, I found fo much ſweetneſs in their converſation,and 
ſo much innocence in their life, that I thought among them I might find ſome quiet- 
neſs of mind, and ſome truce from the perſecutions I received both from my love, and 
rom my conf{cience,which did everywhere torment me with a crue] war, With this hope 
I put my ſelf amongſt them; and Theano with me, taking their .habit, and embracing 
their manner of life z and truly I was not-utterly deceiv'd in my expeQation, their plea- 
fing company diverted part of my ſorrows, and l received viſible favours from the god- 
deſs whom 1 ſerv'd ; I remained there a whole year, not without diſquiets, nor without 
love, bur yet with ſome extraordinary firmneſs cf mind, which made me reſiſt my af- 
flitions more couragiouſly then in former times. I enjoyed this lietle cranquillity till 
the news came tous, that Alexander, viftorious over the Indies, was returned -to Suſa, 
where from all parts of the world he received homages,not much ſhort of adoration. This 
news, through the anger of the gods, which my crime had ſtirred up againſt me with an 
irceconcilable hatred, waken'd thoſe paſſions with more cruelty then ever, which be. 
fore were ina kind of flumber ; 1 in that long abſence had ſupported my misfortunes 
more patiently, but at this return, my hopes returned alſo as ridiculousas before ; and 
to fortific my ſelf in them the more, 1 called to memory the examples of all thoſe, who 
by long perſeverance had at laſt conquered their ill fortune. I reſiſted theſe troubleſom 
ſollicitations for two or three months, and uſed all imaginable endeavours: to baniſh 
Alexander, out of my heart ; but when I found they were to no purpoſe, and that by a 
cruel neceflicy,I ſubmitted co my pittileGs fate, I gave way to my misfortune,and took my 
leave of thoſe ſweet companions,whoſe tranquillity I began to difturb with my affli&ions, 
and to whom I was not tied for the remaitder of my life by any vow, or other engage» 
ment. 'Before I took my Journey, I thought it beſt to diſguiſe my ſex,to avoid thoſe ac» 
cidents it might be ſubjeRro,and caufing Theano to buy man's apparel, and horſes for us 
both, weaccoutred our ſelves, and began our voyage. - At firſt I bad much ado to en» 
dure thstoilſorneſs of travel, but 1 hardned my (elf to it'by little and little, and the 
defixes of..my. mind ;at laſtovercame the t 6 of my body. Iris babar, NE= 
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cefſary, nor caſic for me to entertain you with the particulars of onr Journey, ic was 
very long, and had nothing in it conſiderable ; but when we were on our way to S*(z 
we hcard that the King was departed thence, and that, having defeated the Cofleans, he 
was gone to Babylon, We altered our Road, with a purpoſe to follow him thither » but 
within a few days after, we received the only news which remained for the concluſion of 
my fortune, and that was the death of my adored Alexander, Afeer the relation I have 
made to you,'tis needlefs for me to weary you with my complaints,the diſcourſe of them 
would be troubleſom ; and therefore I will tell you,that I continucd for many days void 
of reaſon or underſtanding, and when I tame to my (elf again, all that Theanocould 
obtain of me, war, that I would prolong my life till I came to Alcxanders Tomb, upon 
which 1 vowed to ſacrifice the miſerable remainders of it ; I found ſome ſweetneſs in this 
reſolution,and going forward with that Defign,after many days journeys.] at laſt arrived 
at Babylon, I ſtayed there for fome time, but cou!d not obtain the ſarisfation of ſeeins 
the body of my dear Lord and Maſter, which is kept Jocked up ina cerrain place of the 
Palace, ro which all accels is forbidden, by a great number of Guards, Seeing that in the 
depth of all my miſeries that conſolation was refuſed me, and that Theano was ſtill ob- 
ſtinate in diſſwading me from dying by my own hands, I reſolved to ſeek death in the 
War, and Theano was ready to accompany me in that deſign , not perſiſting any longer 
to make me languilh out this miſerable life. Two days ago we were enroll'd in Perdic- 
« his Troops, where to conceal our ſex, we ſtill kept retired from all company as much 
as poſſibly we could, and Theano notwithſtanding her age loaded her weak ſhoulders 
with Armor as-well as I, Theother night unfortunate Spiramenes appeared to me in a 
dream, all bloody and hideous to behold, and looking upon me with a threatning eye 
| expet thee Hermione, (ſaid he) and thou ſhalt ſhortly come to decide the remainder 
of our quarrels with me. I abhorr'd my lite ſo much, that me-thought I was not at all 
terrified with his threats, but ſtretching out my hand to him without any fear, Yes, 
(aid I) Spitamenes, expet me, we will go together, and end our differences before 
Alexander, Aﬀeer this Viſion I waken'd in a fart, and the next day, which was yefter= 
day, we came out of the Town with thoſe that came to ſecond Caſſander, but poor 
Theano going to'put forward her Horſe amongſt the reſt, fell down at the feet of thoſe 
that came after her, who advancing haſtily trampled her to death in my preſence: I 
{hould have been very ſenſible of that loſs but that I was ready to accompany her ; there- 
fore inſtead of ſtaying to weep by her, whoſe affeRion did well delerve my tears, O 
Theano (cried I) ſtay for me, PFle quickly keep thee company ; aid ſpurring on my 
horſe before all the reſt of my fellows, who had newly reccived a command not to ſtir 
further from the Gates, I ran alone to you, Demerrics, from whom I received this fa- 
vourable wound, which has ſo much aftlifted you, but has given the unfortunate Hermis 
one the only ſatisfaRtion ſhe now could hope for, 

Behold the life of this unhappy woman, on whom, Demetrizs, you blindly have be- 
ſtowed your affe&ion ; now that you know het better, you will without doubt be deli- 
vered from thoſe diſquiets whhich you expreſs for her death ; the gods are my witne(- 
ſes, thatthat's the ſtrongeſt of all thoſe confiderations which moved me to this recita}, 
and the laſt fruit I hope for from it, is, that by this knowledg 1 have given you of my 
miſcrios, which perchance never had ſuch an interrupted ſucceſhon in any other life, you 
will bear the loſs of mine without any trouble, and confeſs with me, that in the condi- 
ou ro which my diſaſters have reduced me, death is the only happineſs I could now 

clire, 
Thus did Herm1i-ne conclude her fad Relation, which begot both aſtoniſkment- and 
compaſſion in all rhat heard her, They began to paſs their opinions of ir, and to juſtifie 
her with a general conſent for the death of Spitamenes, by thoſe rowerſul reaſons ſhe 
had to deliver het ſelf from kim, when amorous Demetrixs, who had hearkned to her 
with ſtrange jimrariencies, interrupted their converſation, and replying to Hermione's laft 
words, Ycu have told me nothine (fa1d he) that caii diminiſh the pallion I have for you ; 
and you were infinitely deceived, if you bclieved you ſhould make your ſelf criminal in 
my thoughts by your narration. That Moniter, with whom the gods had fo unfit] 
matched you, that barbarous, that faithle(s Spirzmenes, did not only deſerve the deat 
Nna Which 
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which he received, buta thouſand worſe deaths altogether ; and if you be faulty in any 
thing, 'ris in that youſo long deferred the revenge you owed your father, and in that 
you ſo long, perliſted to love a man who did fo ill require your aftc&ions ; as much 
yreater as he was than other men, he was too happy in the thoughts you had for him , 
and if he had known you as well 1 do, he would have forgot the care of all his Cur. 
queſts to give himſelf totally to you. Ah 1T would ic had pleaſed the gods that ſome ſmall 
part of that paſſion he unworthily received, had been reſerved tor the unfortunate 
Demetrius, and that he might dye for love alone, without the mixture of his grief, 
and of his remorſe, which makes his deſtiny muſt terrible to him. The paſſionate 
Demetrius ſpake on this manner, when he ſaw Hermione's face grew pale, and within a 
while after her eyes cloſed up with a fainting fit that ſeized upon her. Her aftlied Lover 
ſeeing her in that condition, and believing her to be cither dead or dying, caſt him(clf 
upon her bed, notwithſtanding the preſence of bis father and of the other Princes that 
were with him, and forcing the obſtacles they uſed to ſtop his tranſports, and the reſpe&, 
which in a leſ extremity he would have had for the perſon whom he loved,he imprinted 
her pale lips with a th-uſand ardent kifſes,able to have reſtored that heat which had for 
ſaken them : And indeed (o they did, in part; for Hermzone coming out of her ſ{wound, 
found her ſelf in his arms, whereot ſhe was much aſhamed, and putring him back with a 
feeble hand, Ah! Demetrins (ſaid ſhe) add not ſhame to the other pafſions which accom» 
pany me to my grave, and content your ſelf that I know your aftc&ion by other marks 
than theſe, which are very indecent, and which fo little become a dying perſ/n, Deme« 
t:4us (ceing himſelf repreh-nded by theſe words, retired into his place, but he was fo full 
of trouble that it almoſt deprived him of underſtanding. Herm:one”s ſtrength decayed 
viſibly, and che Chiruryions and women that tended her, ſeeing it. was almoſt nipht, 
deſired the company to wirhdraw. Demetrius obeyed them with great unwillingnef;, 
and all Aniigmns his authority was neceflary to perſwade him to it ; he would not cat 
one bit ; bur going to bed by his fathers command.paſſ<d that night in much more violent 
diſquiets than the former. The next morning, his body being come into that Chamber 
from whence his mind had never ſtirr*d, he found Hermione fo weak, that he no lonyer 
doubted but ſhe would die, and the Chirurgions had no longer confidence to diſp uiſe the 
truth from him, he ſaw but roo well that his fair Star was going to be eclipſed, and to 
bring into hisſoul a gloomy night, and a night of mortal datkneſe, Alas, with what an 
excels of grief did he receive this afſurance, and wich what paffionate fits did he xpreſs 
his deſpair? he walked up and down the roum in a frantick manner, with wild and 
wandring looks, pulPFd off his hair, tore his cloaths, and did nothing bur furicus afti- 
ons. Antigimus vainly employ'd his words, and even his tears to quice him 5 he was as 
deaf to the one, as blind tothe other; and Tiri4tes, who was then in the chamber, com» 
ing toward him, and raking an unſeaſonable liberty, Why, how nowDemetrizs (ſaid 
he) will you die then fora woman ? nay more, for a woman of the enemies party ? and 
for a woman unworthy of the tears you ſhed ? Demetrixs had not patience enough to 
endure theſe words, but 1urning to lay hold of a ſword, was going to revenge H.rmione 
with the blood of indiſcret Tiridates, it he partly of his own accord, and partly by the 
perſwafions of theſe that were preſent, had not gotten ſuddenly out of the Chamber. 
Doelt thou think (crizd D. «err, ſecing him go out) doſt thou think, cruel man, that 
I will ſuffer the injury thou doft me? and canſt thou not be ſatisfied with Hermione's 
death and mine, wfth: ur abuſinv us alſo by thy words ? Ah ! would it pleas'd the gods 
that by a thouſand ſuch lives as thine, or as mine own. I could reſtore her that which I 
have taken from her, A- he ſpake theſe words he drew near Hermioze's bed again, and 
leaning over it :1mbraced her knees with ſ@ mich renderneſs ; and yet with ſo muchvio- 
lence, that he forced all thar were in the chamber to weep and lament by his example. 
O god- !{(cried he) muſt H: rmivne die then ? and will you not grant unto my tear: and 
prayers a little of that life which you crvelly cauſe ro periſh by my ſword ? Shall 
Death feed upon that, which to meſeems the moſt lovely thing you ever ſent into the 
world ? and will you grant nodclay to the ardent ſupplication of a deſfairing Lover ? 
Cn younot for my ſake rencw the deſtiny of Al-eft- ? and will you not be az jcaſed if 
I ſacrifice Demetrius for Herncoue”s ſafety ? While he ſpake. on this manner, H ow 
thoug 


LIMI 


LIMI 


Pook IVo CASSAN DRA. 46} 


thouyh weak, and dying, ſuffered deeply with him in his affliftions : and looking upon 
kim with eyes that began todazle, and ta loſe 2 of their luſtre by the approach of 
Death ; Demetrins (laid ſhe) you force me to confeſs to you, that I dye nor fo abſolute a 
{laveto Alexander, bur that I am very (enfable of your afte&ion, and that I have certain 
motions in theſe laſt moments of my life, whereof my whole life was never capable ; 
ſoare this dying mouth a more ample confeſſion, and, it it be true that you love me, mo- 
derate your ſorrows by reaſon,and by my deftre in this neceſfity that parts us;'tis the only 
proof of it | can,or will Beg of youzfor a recompetice of the. laſt otcltardon I make, that 
I give you all the ſhare in my heart, which I now can poſſibly give you. 'This was all thar 
Heymtore was able to bring forth diſtinaly, and within a while after ſhe grew ſo exceed- 
ing weak, that ſhe could hardly ſpeak a few interrupted words ; ſhe liruggled yet ſome 
hours wich Death, but about the ſhutting in of the day, her ſpirits departed, and fhe re- 
main'd pale and cold in the arms of Demetrixs, who in that accident appeared lirtle diffe- 
rent from her,and who loſing his ſenſes and underſtanding with his ſtrength, was carried 
away to another bed, making the Phyſitians doubt, whether thoſe ſwounings proceeded 
from a bare fainting, or from a real dcath. 
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N the mean time Araxes return'd from Babylon the fourth day after his depar. 
ture ; as ſoon as Oroondates ſaw him come into his chamber, he ran tohim with 
open arms; Lyſimachw, who at that time was with him, did the ſame, and both 
with equal haſte enquired news of their Princefles, Iam til] as ignorant of their 
condition (ſaid Araxes ) as when I went from hence ; and yet I may truly ſwear, 
| have not ſpared any kind of endeavour to enform my ſelf, All the world at 

Babylon bclieves yet that they are dead, or if they have heard any thing of their being 

alive, *twas only by yuur denouncing of war, and by your declaration, The Princes 

were all afli&ed at this diicourſe, and looked upon one another with a confuſion which 
was eafie to be obſerved in their very faces. O Lyſimachus, (cried the Prince of Scy« 
thia ) we are not yet at mheengeyf our difaſtery, ang you are extream unhappy in having 
any intermixture with the forrune of Orootdattt, this communication will be no ways 
advantagious to you, for I ſhall infall:bly draw you into thoſe eternal miſeries to which 
the gods have condemned me. Fortune (replied Lyſimachws ) hath not been wont to 
uſe me more gently than your ſelf ; and it our ſufferings are contagious, you will gain 
no more than I in this union of our intereſt, Alas ! (added Oroondates ) perhaps cur 

Princeffer- my bedeact mteed; and that thepods have ohly flattered us, to make us 

the more ſenſible of our loſſes by the hopes they have given us. The Loves of our Rivals 

(replied Lyſimachus ) may ſecure us on that fide z they will periſh without all queſtion 

themſelves rather than conſent to their deftruftion ; yet I doubt not but they will do all 

they poſſibly ean to conceal them a while longer from Roxana, They were in this dif 
courſe when Prolomews, Crateris, Oxyartes, Polyperchon, Artabalms, Eumenes, and Queen 

Thaleſtris came into the chamber ; the noiſe of Araxes his return had brought them thi- 

ther, and all of them together defiring to learn the ſucceſs of his journey, he gave them 


AX" of it in theſe terms. mirlf >. 
was departed from hefee, d got within a ſhort time to Babylon, and talling 
thoſe that were upon the Guard at the Gates that I was come over to their party, I 
found no difhiculty to obrain entrance into the Tuwn. I had call'd to mind as ] was upon 
the way,that 1 had formerly had a particular friendſhip with Damocles, one of the chief 
Cirizeris of B:byl-r, who at my requeſt, had by my Maſters favour gotten an Office in 
Dariws hi* Court, during the abode we made in that Town. That good turn which he 
had received from my Prince, and from my ſelf in part, had engaged him to us with 2 
ſtrong atfeftion,and we had receiv'd ſome proofs of it, which made me believe at that re- 
membrance,- that | mizhr truſthim withonrfear-of being berray'd;- As forn as I wat it 
the Town I went ſtraighe to his houſe, where I had been many times,and having haprily 
found him without company, Imade my ſelf known to him; he gave me an excecding 
kind welcome, ſeconded with ſome tears, in which joy ad gricf were equal ſharer* ; 
and ar the firſt dec'aration I made of the cauſe of my voyage, he offered ro do me all 
the ſervice I could hope for from an affe&ionare friend. I tvld him not in whart place, nor 
in what condition I had left the Prince my Maſter, making as if I knew neither, and = 
Y 
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ly confeſſed that I came to Babylon with a defign to learn news of Queen Statira, that 
I might tell ir my Prince,in caſe I were ſo happy as to find him.Pamocles told me he had 
heard nothing of her fince the report of her death, and that he had yer ſeen no body 
that doubred of it. Aﬀter this diſcourſe, I prayed him that I might remain a few 
days concealed in his houſe, thereby to inform my ſelf more certainly, and lerring hirti 
know | was in danger of my life if 1 were diſcovered, I engaged him to as ſtrift a filence 
as I could defire. Having ſtayed in his houſe the reft of the day, as ſoon as it was night 
[ went our into the ſtreers,and walked a long time both abour rhe Palace,and about Per- 
diccas his Lodging: but all my labour was in vain ; and though I often ſtole neer to thoſe 
whom I ſaw talking together,and that I hearkned to what they ſaid with as attentive an 
caras I could, without giving them ſuſpicion, I learned nothing that could give me any 
fatisfaftion. The next day 1 entreated Damocles, by the remembrance of our ancienr 
friendſhip, and the obligarion he had to my Prince, to afliſt me in this deſign, and to 
go to the Palace, into the houſes of the Princes, and all other places where he could in- 
form himſelf of whar I had a mind to know. Damocles endeavoured: with a great deal 
of care to cffc& my defires, but with as little ſucceſs as I ; and having beeti among all 
companies, and inall the Lodgings of the great perſons, returned from his enquiry as 
before. He brought me home word,that the death of the Prineefſes was but too certainly 
confirmed, that fance the Kings deceaſe they had never appeared at B2bylon, and thar 
every body-laughed at your errour, when they ſaw your Declaration, whereof there 
were many Copies in the City. Twodays and almoſt rwo whole nights were yo in 
this employment, and ſeeing my felt fo unfortunate in one part of my Commiſſion, I 
ſtrove to acquir my (elf in the ocher, and for that defign 1 prayed Damocles to tell me 
ſome news concerning the War.He freely imparted all ro methat was come to his know- 
ledge, and when it was ſomthing late he carried me to vifitthe Magazins, and view the 
Fortificatiuns ; 1 found all things in as good a condition as your enemies can defire, 
great abundance cf Arms and Vittual, and the Town exceedingly well ſtored with Men 
to defend it ; the new Forces they expeRtetd from their Allies came up every day, and en- 
camped near the Town on the other fide of the River ; the number of them was already 
fo great that they covered all the field ; and having learned yefterday that the laſt of 
them were arrived, and that Perdiccss being already recovered, threatned every day to 
give Bartel, 1 went into the Camp with Damocles, where I faw an infinite number of 


- Men,of Tents,of Chariots,and according to what one might jJudg by the eye,their Forces 


are not inferiour to yours. But I was defirowus to have a more particular knowledg 'of 
them, and wrought ſo well with Damocles, that this morning he brought me the com< 
puration of them. It my memory ſerve me, theſe are thenames of their Commanders 

and the numbers of men their Army is compoſed of; Selexcns is drawn thither, an 

commands there fifteen thouſand Macedonians, the companions of theſe that are here 
under Crateris and Polypercbon, Alceras out of the lefler Media has 'gorttn four thets 
ſand Horſe and five thouſand Foot ; and Acropates otit of the greater Media three 
thouſand Horſe and eight thouſand Foot ; Nearchas from' Lydia and Pamphilia four 
thouſand Horſe and fix thoufand Foot ; and Caſſz#nier' out of Caria eight: thouſahd' 
Foot and four thouſand Horſe ; Lemarws leads three thouſand Horſe and ſeven thous 
ſand Foot drawn oat of rhe leſſer Phrygia ; Neoptolemus a like number of natural Per- 
hens; and Pexceſtes fix chodfand Babylonians; Sinzs has brought a thouſand Horſe, and 
three thouſand Foot out of Sufians ; Axiarchw two thoufand Horſe from the fooe of 
Mount Caucaſw : Scythew and Amints from thoſe parts of Baftris and ' Logdia 
which they commanded, eight thouſand Foot ; Stratenor four thouſand Horſe, Draches 
and Argeans ; Arth-ws three thouſand Pelaſejans ; Nicanor and Andiazors four thoik 
ſind Horſe and cighe thouſand Foot, levied in Parthia, and Antizenes and Tentamith 
fix thouſand Argiraſpides, bf thoſe famous Troops whogain'd ſo much repurarioti tm- 
der Alexarider, This is thenumiber of their Forces, whereof the Commanders have with/ 
#common confent choſen” Perdiccas for their General, he vat cf civility would have 
yielded that honour to Selexcus, Caſſinder, and ſome others, but thiey refuſed ir; ahd 
Roxana having confirmed that choice,made him accept of rhat Authority over his Com- 
panions, This Ele&ion was made but this morning, as1 heard by Damocles, of whorn 1 
after« 
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alrerwards enquired concerning Arſaces, - He was able 'to tell me nothing, but thor he 
was belicycd co be ſtill at Selexcas his lodging, where he lay recovering of his wounds ; 
that the Town was full of the reputation of his valour, and that thty had marvellous 
hopes in him, that they expeRted lirtle leſs from a valiant firanger, who had been but a 
few days in Babylon, and who had done wonders in the late encouriter. He told me af- 
terward, that Caſſander had very impatiently born the accuſation made apainſt him in 
_ Deelaration; that he had endeavoured to juſtific himſelf to all the Princes, and that 
e hath loudly ſworn he would prefecute his flanderers with fire and ſword;that many of 
their party believed him innocent, but that among many others he was much ſuſpeted , 
that that hindred him not from beginning to declare himſelt openly to be in love with 
Roxana, and that, notwithſtanding thewreſentments ſhe n—_—_ againſt that boldneſs, 
the confidence he had in his authority had ſo puffed him up,that he no longer diſavowd 
his paſſion. When I bad learned this news of Damocles, I heard by him that Neopto.. 
lemus was to go'out of the Town with ſome of the Cavalry, and being deſirous to lay 
hold of that occafion to get way, I told Damecles that I would make one in that party; 
and taking horſe, withina while after I went to the gates with Neoptolemws his Troops, 
I came forth amongſt the reſt without any difficulty;then preſently ſeeing them take a dif. 
ferent way from that which led to our Camp, I alighted, feigning to have ſomthing to 
mend about my ſaddle, and ſo having given them time to go a good way:frum me, I 
took my opportunity to eſcape hither with reaſonable facilicy, | 
Araxes fpake on this manner, and all the Princes who had hearkned to him atten» 
tively, began to diſcourſe upon the news he had brought them z they found by the cum- 
putation of. the enemies forces, that they conſiſted of neer forty thouſand horſe, and 
more than four-ſcore thouſand foot, and though the number of theirs was little diffe- 
rent, their encmics being ſtrengthened with ſuch a City as Babylon, with ſuch a River ag 
Eupbrates, and.with a great many Commanders not inferior to theirs, they might with 
reaſon make them doubt of che ſucceſs of thatwar;yet did they not ſink at all from their 
greatneſs of courage, nor from the confidence they had borh in-their valour, and in the 
juſtice of their quarrel. They cauſed the Chief Princes and Commindersto be cal- 
led to the Council of War, and all that were wont to be of ic, came thither preſently, exe 
cept Antiz;nas. He was too much, taken up at home to ſtir from thence, and the con» 
dition his fon Dem: trims was:in,would nct ſuffer him to forſake him, That young Prince, 


after he had uſed all imaginabk endeayours to follow his Hermione, and tired all thoſe |, 


that were about him, whoſe ſtrength had hardly been ſufficient to wichhold his deſpair- 
ing fury, was at laſt become a little les violent, being moved with the tears and Autho» 
ricy of his Father. He had paſſed a whole night by his bed-fide, and part of the day fol- 
lowing, wichout being able to difiwade him from his defire of dying, which he ſaw him 
obſtinately. bent upon, and when he found his entreatics were too weak to move him, he 
preſented him his naked breaſt, and putting his hand upon the hile of his ſword, here, 
take this ſword (ſaid he) O cruel and ingrateful Demetrius, but thou muſt firſt run it 
through thy Fathers body, and then thou mayelt execute thy deſperate reſolotions againſt 
thy ſelf, Thefe words pronrances withan extraordinary tone, and with a Fatherly Au- 
thority, wronght ſomthing upon Demerrixs, and put him partly in mind of the duty he 
owed him ; he abated ſomthing of his deſpair, though he could not abate any thing of 
his grief, and fearing to ſhorter the days of.a Father, ro whom befides that of his birth, 
he had many very particular obligations, and to whom he bore a moſt tender affe&ion, 
he hecame a little more plyable to his perſwalions, and ehang'd his firſt violences into 
rears, figh* and complaints, able to ſoften the moſt rocky hearts inthe world; The moſt 
mournful, and mcſt lamentable effe&s that ever grief produced, were eminently to be 
ſeen in that youne Prince: ; his eyes quite drowned in tears, caſt not one look ; his | 
2 perpetual thoroughfare of fighs, ſpake not one word ; and his face, with ſorrow made 
yet. more beautiful, carried no countenance, which was not like to take all perſons dye 
with rity, that were not utterly imſen{ible of it. Antigone for his ſake cau.1d Hermione 
to be buried witha great deal of pornp ; but when the body was cartied out of the Tent, 
Demetrius fell init as lony,and as dangerousa ſwound as the former, and though the re= 
{pc& he bore to his Father, hindred him from uſing violent hands againſt himſelf, his 
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grief,which acknowledged not the ſame Authority brought him very near unto his grave. 
The Princes, who knew the excels of his forow, came to vilit him when they roſe from 
Councel, and f; ending the reſt of the day by his bedhide,ſought both by arguments and 
examples to give him conſolation ; .at firit their endeavours met with little ſucceſs, but 
being naturally of a moſt gentle diſpofition, Antigorus did not deſpair of re -ſetling him 
by length of time, together with the power he had over him. 

The next day all the Princes being mer in Lyſim:chws his Tent,who commanded that 
day; word was brought them, that five or {1x men being come out of the Town, were at 
the entry of the Camp, & defired a ſafe:condudt to ſpeak to the Commanders from their 
enemies. All the ſecuriry they could require was preſently ſent them,8&&within awhile after 
chey came togerher into the Tent.Cl:rophon, perdiccas his Squire,was inſtantly known by 
many of the company, who ſtepping forwarder then his companions, & having cbrained 
audience from thePrinces,ſpake to them in rheſe words;MyLords,we are com hither fr: m 

y2en Roxana and Prince Perdiccas,on whom the reſt have conferr'd the ſupreme Autho. 
rity:he hath ſtaid hitherto both for the recovery of his health,$ tor the arrival of his for- 
ce:;but now that the god: have reſtored him the one,and his triends bave brought up the 
other,he will no longer retard the detire you have to end this war, the length whereof 
wouk be tedious ro both parrics,and therefore hath fent us to offer you Bartel, All thar 
were in the Tent ſent forth a cry of joy at the hearing ot this meflage,and by a clapping 
of their hands expreſſed how welcome that news was tothem ; but becauſe Clitophon 
ſhewed he had ſomething more to ſay, they kepr (ilence to liſten to him, and he went on 
in this manner; I did not doutit,my Lord:, but that you would receive this propofit'on 
lik: gallant m-n,but there muſt be ſomething done to facilitate the execution of it. The 
Euybrates ſeparaces our two Armics,and there is a neceſſity that one of them muſt paſs 
it before they can firht; if you deſire irdhould be yours, Perdic: as offers you all the ſe- 
curity you ſhall demand for the paſſage of ic,  during-which you hall receive no impedi- 
ment fromour Forces, nor whilſt you. ſhall draw your Battalia into the field you 
ſhall make choice of, until:the day appointed for the decifon of our quarrels. If this 
condition pleaſe you, you ſhall have holtages ſent ; 'and if you find any difficulties in ir, 
which are not on our fide by reaſon of the conveniency of Bridges we have in the Town, 
give us bur liberty to come forth, and to enewap between our Ports and your Entrench- 
ments, and 1 promiſe you Battel within ren days z ſo much time will be neceffary for 
the preparations on both fides,} and ro ſtay»for the perfet' recovery of ſome perſons 
who deſire to have a ſhare in- the glory of -their companions, Clizophin having pro- 

ed this offer, was carried into another Chamber, while the Princes entred into deli- 
ation about the anſwer they ſbould make, i They all thought his propofition very 
free and reaſonable, and many belicy'd this morion had been inſpir*d into Perdiccas by 
Selemws, Arſacer,or the valiant Stranger ; they judged nevertheleſs that it would be bet- 
ter for them to ſuffer their enemies to-comne forth of the City, then to paſs over to their 
fide, as well by reaſon of the difficulty they-would find in making Bridges of Boats, as 
of the inconveniency they would receive; by quicting a place where they were provided 
of all things neceſſary, and where all the neigbouring'Towns were at their difpofing, to 
go into another where they had nothing, and which was wholly within the Enemies 
quarters, When they had reſolvy'd upontheiw Anſwer, Clitepbon was call'd in again, 
and Lyſimachus, at the” entreaty of the reſt, lpake to him on this manner; All the 
Princes, with whom I have the honour to bealli'd, rhink Perdiccas his propoſition very 
Juſt, and are glad of the defire he has toend our differences by a Battel ; and to fact- 
litate the means, they give way that he may come forth with his Army inall ſecnrl: y; 
and put it in order in the plain on this fide the Town, promiſing to forbear all aQts'of 
hoſtility during the time you have demanded ; In this agreement your advantayes are 
at leaſt as great a* ours; for if wehave a few Villages on our fade, you have Babylon 
behind you, and the paſſage of the River free Perdiccas has only forgotten one con« 
dirion in this Treatv, to make it the fuller of freedom, and that is, fince he knows the 
principal end of vur taking up Arms is for the liberty of the Princefles, he ought cither 
to give it them, or putithem/into the hands of indifferent perſons, who ſhould deliver 
them'ro the Conquerors after the Battel, or at the iſftue of the War. Lyſimachus holds 
ing 
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ing his peace after theſe words,Clitophon told h'm, that Demand was keycnd his Cem+ 
miffion,and that Perdiccas could not deliver the Princeffes, fince they neither were, nor 
ever had been in his power, and that he and his friends believed that if they were alive, 
they were with Lyſimachws and his confederates, and that they wade uſe ct that pretext 
to cover others which moved them to that war. Inthis (replied Li mach with anger) 
Perdiccas ſhews that he cannot vary from his nature, and that he follows his own incli- 
nations, rather then thole of his genercus fricnds, who bave inſpired him with the de- 
fign of a Batte] ; if he would confeſs the truth to them, I afſure my ſelf they would coun- + 
ſe] him to do what I demand ; but becauſe it would be very hard to make him wave his 
particular intereſts for any conſideration of vertue, this difficulty ſhall nct break our 
Bo and to have a Batte] we would deſcend to conditions much more:unjuſt, out of 
the hope we have that the Conquerors ſhall give the Law tothe Conquered, and that 
after the event of the war, if it be to our advantage,we ſhall make them give account of 
the Princeſſes which they now refuſe. This was Zyſmachw his anſwer, who for hoſtages 
offered Alexander the ſon of Polypercon, and Cophes, and Tlionew the ſons of A4r- 
rubajus, As ſoon as they had concluded the Treaty, one of Clitophene's companions 
Rep'd forth, and the company having caſt their eyes upon him, he was known by Oroon-. 
dates, Ptolomexs, and many others, to be Arſaces his Squire, who ſome few days fince 
had been brought before them, and had carried ſome of Prolomews his Herb to his Maſter 
from Oroondates, He looked about to find out the Prince of Scythia amongſt the reſt, 
and addrefling himſelf to him with a reſolute countenance;Sir,(faith he)A-ſaces hath re- 
ceiv'd your medicine, and hath recovered his health by the Preſent you ſent him ; he 
made uſe of it without any ſuſpition, and with no other fear ſave that of being obliged 
to you whether he will or no; if your differences were of another nature he would be- 
come your friend, but fince that change is impoſſible, inſtead of his friendſhip he will 
give you his eftezm, and thathe may not be ingrateful for the favour he has received 
from you, he will ſhortly bring you thanks upon the point of his ſword. This confident. 
Servant ot a gallant Maſter having ſpoken onthis manner,all the company looked heed- 
fully upon him, and Oroozdates drawing near him, with eyes that ſparkled with cho- 
ler,  Frrend,(faid he) thou maiſt tell Arſaces, that 1} expe& neither thanks nor favour 
from him, and that my intention in obliginghim does ſufficiently acquit him from any 
obligation ; that yet I cannot diſdain the eſteem of ſo brave a man, and that 1 think my 
ſelf better requited by it, then by that friendſhip which I neither can, nor will receive 
from him ; that ac our firſt meeting we will decide theſe differences, which'even unto 
death oppoſe. our reconciliation, and that .to defend my ſelf from that ſword where+ 
with he threatens me, I wear another by my fide,which he has no reaſon to deſpiſe. This 
was the reply Oroondates made to Arſaces his Squire ; and: preſently after Clitopbort 
having been diſpatch'd, returned to Babylon with thoſe that accompanied him. 

This news being ſpread thraugh the whole Camp, all the Army began to provide in 
good carneſt for the Battel, the Commanders ſpared no care to keep their Forces in a 
good condition, and the Souldiers of themſelves inured to war, did by the hope of a 
Battel, rouze up that warlike humor, which during thc life of Alexander had continually 
poſſeſſed them ; ſome of them employed themſelves in Exerciſes neceffary for the Fight, 
others in making clean their Arms, and altogether prepared for that great day that 
was to determine ſuch impoxtant differences, The Princes, with admirable diligence, 
ſought whatſoever might bo ro'their advantape ; they vifited their Magazins moſt care- 
fully, and took care to deliver Arms tothoſe that wanted, or had ſuch as were unfit for 
ſervice, Laomedon and Mexantier had the charge of getting ready Chariots' of War 
arm'd with Sithes and blades of Iron, like thoſe Darius was wont to uſe in his Armies ; 
and Polyperchon, as a moſt expert. Commander, had that of inſtru&ing the Officers, and 
training the Soldiers for the Fight, by Exerciſes that had the form of real Encounters. 

' Nor had the Sun fhined thriceupon the Towers of Babylon, when out of the gates there 
began to appear Bartaliun:, whsch they continued to pour forth for two whole days to- 
gether;they encamped, within thirty furlongs of their Enemies, and covered a great part 
of the plain with Men, Arms, and Horſes ; the diſtance between the Camps was not ſo 

reat,but that it was within reach of the Eye, and the mutual confidence they had in the 
= Truce, 
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Truce, tmade divers men- of both parties come 'within a flight-ſhot of one another. 
Ornndates had abſolurely recovered his ſtrength, and felt himſelf in better caſe chan 
ever, to diſpute his lawtul pretenfions both againſt Arſaces and Perdiccas, and againſt 
all the world ; he already waited impatiently for the day, and prepared himſelf to ler his 
new companions fee that he had wanted nothing but fortune to raiſe his reputation 
above that of Alexander ; they were already inclined to that belief, and by his converſa- 
tion diſcovered every day new greatnefles inhim, which made them conſider him as a 
god. Lyſimachus was little Teſs eager in his expeCtarion of the day he had ſo much de. 
ſired ; but his joy for that was moderated by ſome new difquizr, - which his friends.took 
notice of in his face ; he was troubled that Arſaces, whoſe perſon he infinitely efteemed, 
and with whom he had made a friendſhip, was of their enemies party, and after he had 
tong ſtudied what courſe might be taken ro deprive them of ſo conſiderable an affiſt- 
ance,he reſolved at laſt to fee him, to talk with him, and to endeavour to draw him over 
to his {ide, and reconcile him with Oroondates, The difficulties he foreſaw in that de- 
fign were not able to make him deſiſt ; and while he was muling upon it, the fair Ama- 
zon Queen being come to him, he made her acquainted with his intention, Thaleſtris, to 
whom the virtues and perſon of Arſaces were well known, and who had a marvellous 
eſteem of both, ſince the time ſhe had feught under his cottimand in the Bartel he gave 
againſt Arimbas upon the frontiers of Sc3thia, approved of Lyſmacha7 his refolution,and 
laboured to confirm him in it by many reaſons ſheatledged. You will doour party no 
ſmall ſervice (faid ſhe) if you can weaken our Enemies by the lofs of ſuch a man as Ar- 
faces, and you will have-no ſmall ſatisfaQion it you can make him Oroondates his friend : 
There muſt needs be -formthing in their quarrel which I cahnot comprehend, nor can I 
tell how Arſaces, wwty'was never in this Country, ſhould in a few moments have robb'd 
him of Starira's affg&ions. lam ſo'confounded in this encounter (replyed Lyſmachus ) 
that I could never*itagine any apparent/cawſe of it, but 1 will endeavour to fift out the 
buſineſs, and to-morrow will gonear the Enemies Camp,whither I will ſend in a Trum- 
pet to Arſaces ; and if I havettf liberty to talk with him, I may perchance draw ſome 
knowledg that vvill not be unprofitable, le bear you company (added Thaleſtri ) and 
{hall be glad to ſee again the face of him that vvas my General,alchough mine be utterly 
unknovvn to him, and thatat th rime I donot/intend to make him acquainted- vvith ir. 
Lyſmachnus having accepted of the Qubens company, vvith much civility and reſpect 
prepared himſelf vvith her for that entervievv, and preſently vvent kis vvay to vvrite @ 
Letter to Arſaces, vvhich he did in thefe terms, 
"Yy ; | | 


[ 
Lyſimachus to the great Arlaces. 


E to whom you promiſed the hnour of your friendſhip in the Temple of Apollo, and fnce 
pon the banks of Euphrates, did not believe you ſhould come to be in the number of his 
Enemies, ayd cannot be yours what choice of party ſoever yom have made ,, if you be pleaſed 
with this proteſtation, you will not refuſe bim yotr ſight, fince be defiref it only to aſſure yon, 
that bis intereſts are below the affefion he has vowed yout, and that though you be a friend to 
Seleucus, yore ote2ht not to bate Lylimachus, 


The next day, which was the eighth of thoſe ten Clito;hoz had demanded, and after 
which there was to be but one more before the Batte]J, Lyſmachws and the valiant Tha» 
leftris being armed,mounted on horſe-back, without imparting their intent'on ro any bo- 
dy,and taking a Trumpet with them, rode roward the enemies Camp: they made a ſtand 
within three or four hundred paces of the firſt Corps de Garde, and having inſtrufted the 
Trumpet in his Commiſſion, ſtaid there waiting for his return. Their expetation was 
not long,” and their meffage having had as good ſucceſs as they could wiſh, within lels 
than ha!f an hour they faw the great Ar/aces appear, and with him another Cavalier, 
who having heard by the Trumpet how Lyſmachus was accompanied, woyld not leave 
Arſ(aces,and was very lad to take that cccafion of ſeeing Lyſimachus again, with whom 
he had already had a former encounter. As ſoon as the two friends knew one another, 
they advanced upon a Gallop, and they that had accompanied them! kept back our of 
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diſctetion, and were willing to givgthem the opportunity of entertaining each other a 
while before they mingled in their converſation. Arſaces aud Lyſimachws being come cloſe 
rogether,aliehted,and giving their horſes to the Trumpet,after they had pur up the Bea- 
vers of their Helmets, gave one anather many embraces full of a real affe&ion ; they often 
began thcir kindnefſes afreſh before they ſpake a word,but in the end Arſaces breaking fi. 
lence firſt, with a majcftick and attraQtive grace,and with a (weet manly voice; What(ſaid 
he) is he Lyſimachws then, to whom, , without knowing him otherwiſe than by ſight, I 
intirely gave my affeions, and is he, who made ſo much account of ſome ſmall aftions 
ef Arſaces,the man who by a thouſand others,a thouſand times more famous,hath ſpgead 
his reputation over all the earch Þ Lyſimachw blaſhed at theſe praiſes, and not being 
willing to ſuffer Arſaces to go on with them, It belongs to none (replied he) but to the 
great Arſaces to diltribute glory unto men; and they that have the happineſs to be be- 
loved by him, may hope for that by h's affeRion and eſteem, which they cannot procure 
by their own a&tions. I once pretended, O Arſaces, to ſome part in that affteQion which 
I never -mecrited but only by your goodnefs, and the hopes you had given me of it made 
me cxpeG& you would have tent that aſbſtance to me, which now you give unto our ene- 
mics; I will neither cry down;their a&ions, nor the juſtice of their quarrel, before 
him thac declares himſelf their Friend, and the conſideration I have of you makes me 
not mention that! which 1 publiſh to. all the world, but I cannot difſemble my grief to 
ſee you turn thaſe Arms againſt us which commonly, are attended with viftory, and 
though Selexcus, and many others who are with you, be worthy of your friendſhip, I 
cannot but envy them the happineſs of it, and redouble my hatred toward them by rea- 
ſon of this advantage they have overus. Arſaces embraced Lyſimechw at this diſcourſe, 
and giving paflageto-a few ſighs ; I am infinitely indebted to you, (faid he) for the value 
you ſex upon my triendſhip,and this teſtimony Lreceive of yours is one of the chicfeſt con= 
folations I can have in my unhappy fortune;therefare I proteſt to you by thoſe ſame gods, 
who every day overwhelm me in new diſaſters, that I neither am nor ever will be your c- 
nemy ; I have moſt powerful inclinations to yow,and particular reafons to love you,and if 
you ſee me n-w engaged by my promiſe and by ſome other confiderations among them 
who are nor your friends,accuſe-not me,Lyſimachz,but lay all the fault upon my cruel de- 
{tiny.”Tis true,l owe my life to Seleucus and Caſſander,and that I haye obligations to Per. 
diccas himſelf,which are not inconſiderable;but a more weighty reaſon forces me to be an 
enemy to your party, and in what part of the world ſoeventhat cruel tormer:tor of my 
days ſhall happen to be, thither will I turn my reyenging ſword, even to the laſt drop of 
my blood ; 1 would kill him if I could poſlibly even in my fathers arms, if the gods had 
ſtill lefr me one, and would make my ſelf a paſſage thfough what is deareſt to me inthe 
whole world to deſtroy him, who with a cruelty full of injuſtice robs me of that which 
I choughtT had purchaſed by ſervices which are not.to be valued, by the beſt part of my 
blood, and even with the price of mine own honour. No, no, Lyſimachs, in the deplo- 
rable condition of my life, I am no longer. Maſter, either of my defigns, or of my 
ations ; and that ingrateful'woman, who has ſo unworthily forſaken me, has taken 
away all my hopes, and with them the power of diſpofing of my (elf. I muſt be uncivil, I 
muſt be unthankful, becauſe I am miſcrable, becauſe I am deſperate, and the gods give 
me every day new occaſions to ſhew,that all the good Thad in me is extinguiſhed, by the 
humanity of my fate ; 'nay, they will have me indebted: for my life, even to my molt 
bitter, irreconcilable enemy, becauſe they know I cannot be- other than guilty of in- 
gratitude, and that rhe bloody injury [ have received from him,ftifles in my heart all the 
acknowledgment I owe him for it; heretofore I ſhould have paſſed Seas to acquit my ſelt 
of alefs obligation, and new would go down as far as Hell to ſacrifice him to my jult 
reſentments,to whom I have ſo vreat an engagement, This miſery of my life, Lyſimachw, 
cught to move pity in you,and obtain pardon for a choice,which my love,which my jca- 
louſie, which my rave forced me to make againſt my former inclinations, and againſt my 
affeftion to you. * Arſaces uttered theſe paſſionate words with an a@ion which ferch'd 
tears into L:ſ-machys his eyes, but his aſtoniſhment was redoubled by them, and con1i- 
derin:: that Arſaces could not juſtly uſe thoſe reproaches to Ofroondates, who better 
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Arſaces could not have 'ſpent more than ſome ſhort moments of his life, he was in a 
' marvellous confuſion, and being defirous to draw more particular light from Arſaces his 
mourh ; I am as ſenkbly rouch'd-with your diſpleaſtres (faid he)as with my own, bur 
either | cannot comptehend their cauſe, or elſe | can fee [but litcle juſtice in them. This 
Rival, againſt whom you have ſo violent an indignation, complains of you with more 
arance of reaſon than you can have, unleſs there be ſome miſtake in your affairs ; 
and there are tew perſons but know, that he hath ſpent his whole life in the ſervice of 
that Princeſs, whom you have won from him in an hour; his deſpair is much berter 
grounded than yours, when he remembers the admirable ations he hath done for her, 
and that being jult upon the point of receiving the recompence which was due to him, 
he ſees her, by a prodigious inconltancy, in your arms, and finds himſelf ingratetully 
forſaken for you, who have done her but very little ſervice, and who are hardly ſo much 
as known to her. How ! (cried the impatient Arſaces) have I done my Princeſs bur liutle 
ſervice ? and am Ihardly ſo much as known to her ? Lyſimachxs was going to reply, and 
they were like to have come to more. perfe& clearing of bufineſſ-s, it an unexpeRted 
accident had not interrupted their converſation, the cauſe whereof was this; The Amazon 
Queen, when ſhe had ſtood a while at a diftance, liſtning to their d'ſcourſe, at laſt re- 
ſolved to go up to them ; and Arſaces his companion, by her example, moved from the 
place where he made his ſtand ; when they were come a little nearer to one another than 
they had been before, Thaleftris caſting her eyes upon that Cavalier, ſaw upon his 
Shield the dreadful impreſs of the Vulture, the reputation whereof was already as 
much known by the valout of him that bore it, as hisname was unknown by his ſo late 
coming into thoſe parts. and his having been ever fince in the Enemies quarters. The 
Queen preſently remembred her Combat with him, and with what generolity he had 
defended her from. the foul play offered by Caſſander ; being glad of this encounter, ſhe 
had a mind to: make a more particular acquaintance wich him, with that incenc ſhe 
ſpurr'd on her horſe, and putting forth her hand as ſhe came up to him, Valiant Sir, 
(cried ſhe) ſince. Fhgye tried your force in Fight, I defire to be better known to you, and 
to make a friendfhipg ft, it be poſſible, with ſo brave and ſo generous an Enemy. The 
Stranver, who for civility yielded to no man in the world,advanced toward the Queen at 
this diſcourſe, and ſeeing that ſhe put her hand toward the Beaver of her Cask to dilco- 
ver her face, he thruſt up his, and ler her ſee his face at the ſame time. The aſpeR of the 
dreadful Gorgon never wrought more ſtrange effeAs than this fivhe produced mutually 
in theſe two-perſons, and if the ſtranger was ſurpriſed to fee the Queen, the Q1cen was 
ftrucken with the height of amazement, when in the ſtrangers face ſhe beheld all the li- 
neaments of her faichleſs Orontes, They inſtantly were ſeized with ſo ſtrange a confu- 
hon, that they ſeemed like two Marble Statues, being neither able to ſpeak nor ſtir ; 
they continued a great while looking upon each other, with inward motions very ditte= 
rent from their antient tendernefles, and by the fiery glances of their eyes gave one an= 
other knowledge of the violent thoughes that ſtirr'd them up. They could nct abſolutely 
believe their ſight, and that uncertainty kept them for ſome time irreſolute, filent, and 
unmoveable. In the end, they no longer doubted of the truth of this encounter; and the 
Queen, leſs Miſtreſs of her furious reſentments than Orontes, took hold of the handle of 
her ſword, and caſting a look up toward heaven with a moſt terrible ation, O gods ! 
(cried ſhe) at laſt you have brought me that difloyal man, who haih ſo 'mpioully ins0- 
ked you inthe falſene(s ofhis Oaths ; and drawing her ſword, after ſhe had often calld 
Orontes Traytor, ſhe flew upon him with a fury like that of a Tygre(s when the is 
robb'd of her young, Orontes at laſt came co himſelf, and flying borh the looks and ap- 
proach of Thaleſtris, O my eyes ! = he) muſt you then behold this faichleſs wo- 
man arain ? Yet thouch he was no leſs moved than the, he was more moderate, and hae 
vine ſtill a reſpe& tothe ſex, and even to the perſon of her whom he had ſo dearly loved, 
he left his ſword fill in the ſcabberd, and only held forth his ſhicld, retiring trom the 
blows ſhe made. Leave me, (cried he) leave me falſe ingrateful woman, and diſcharge 
not thy rage againſt a man who is innocent of the loſs thou haſt ſuſtain'd. The Queen 
replied not with any diſtin& words, but ruſhing upon him with confuſed cries and re- 
doubled abuſes, made himquickly ſee ſhe either meant to give him his death, or my 
Ooo 2 ers 
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hers from him. A:ſaces and Lyſimachus turning about at this noiſe, were quite ſurpriſed 
at ſo un-foreſeen an adventure ; and Arſaces, obſerving the manner of that combat, was 
ſomthing aſhamed and troubled to ſee his valiant companion, who had fo brave a re. 
puration, retire, or rather fly before an enemy ; He leaped upon his Horſe, and advanced 
toward him, by Lyſimachus his example, who ran preſently ro the Queen, when Oron- 
tes ſecking ſanfuary by him, Deliver me, O Arſaces (cried he) deliver me from the fight 
of this pertidious woman, who is much more cruel to me than that death ſhe ſtrives to 
give me. Ah ! monſter of infidelity, (replied Thaleſtris, quite beſides her ſelf ) hope nog 
that the afſiſtance of Arſaces, nor ofali the men in the world, ſhall ſave thee from my Juſt 
indignation. As ſhe ſpake theſe words, ſhe made her (elf paſſage berween Arſaces and 
Lyſimachus with ſuch a fury, that thoſe two valiant men were too weak to withhold her, 
Buth of them, becauſe they had heard ſomthing-of their adventures, began to ſuſpeX 
the truth, and being deſirous to try ſome remedy againſt fo ſudden and fo violent a 
miſchief, they uſed all their ſtrength and all their perſwafions, to ſtop and pacifie the 
inceriſed Thaleſtris ; but though their ſtrengrhs were employed with ſome ſucceſk,all their 
perſwaſions were utterly fruitlefs, and the Queens wrath grew ſo enflamed by their hin- 
drance of her intentions, that ſhe had much ado to forbear diſcharging ſome part of 
her anger upon them. Theſe things were done ſonear Perdiccas his Camp, that the noiſe 
made them inſtantly taken notice of, and Caſſander, who was ſeldom from Orontes, 
believing there .was ſome foul play offered to his friend, and being ready arm'd for 
ſome other defign, got haſtily on horsback, followed by a good number of his men, and 
ran full ſpeed towards Thaleſtris and Lyſimachws , crying out,thar they broke the Truce, 
and thar they deſerved death, Orontes, who by the means of Ar/aces and Lyſimachus 
was beginning to retire toward the Camp, ſtrove in vain to ftop him, and * aſſunder, 
ſeeing the Q"een, who with her ſword up endeavoured to get from them that held her, 
calling 0-:mes Traytor and Coward, advanced toward her, and without conſidering 
his odd*, laid on with his Sword upon her Cask with all his force ; the Queen ſtagegcred 
at the blow, and C :ſſander was going to ſecond it, when Arſaces, fearing left he might 
kill her in his arms, would hold her no longer, and the impatient Thaleſtris, whoſe anger 
needed not that new provocation to ſwell ir to the heighth, no ſooner felt her ſelf at li- 
berty, but ſhe ran at Caſſander wirh an a&ion which made him grow pale, and think 
alrcady of retreating amoneſt his men; when the Queen,raiſing her ſelf upon her ſtirrops, 
ſtruck ſuch a weighty blow upon his Helmet, that the ſent him headlong to the ground. 
After this ation ſhe turned her looks, and cries again toward Ormmtes with more fierce« 
neſs than before ; but they that had accompanied Caſſinder were beginning to bend 
their arms againſt her, and againtft Lyſmachus, who with his (word in his band had 
placed himſelt by her fide for her defence ; when Arſzces did all he could poſſibly to keep 
them from it, and Orontes himielf, who was already a good way off, faced about, and 
drew his {word for the preſervation of his enemy. But at the ſame time Sefeucxs came 
thicher, who had fo great an authority amongſt thoſe ſouldiers, that at Arſaces en- 
treaty he made them hoJd, and while they took up Caſſander, who was hardly come 
to himſelf, he gor Lyſmachus to carry back the Amazon Queen. All the credit he had 
with her was neceſſary to overcome ker to that retreat, yetſhe yielded to it at laſt, when 
ſhe ſaw her ſelt in an impoſſibility to ſatisfie her revenge, and ſeeking our her falſe Oron- 
tes With her eye, Thou proJongeſt thy deſtiny but in vain (cried ſhe) and if thou eſcapeſt 
me at the Batre], Ple ſeck thee in the molt hidden places of all the world, Lyſmachus 
pulled her from thence at laft, and was conſtrained to accompany her, without being 
able to finiſh his diſcourſe with Arſaces : This valiant couple returned into the Camp, 
and during the little way they had thither, L1ſmachus could not draw one reaſonable 
word from Thaleſtris, Since this ſudden alteration of her humor ſhe was hardly to be 
known, her face was all on fire, and her eyes ſeemed to caſt forth live ſparks ; all her 
motions had a mixture of rage and fury, and all ordinary moderation had given place 
to moſt imretuous tranſports.. You have feen him, (faid ſhe at laſt to Lyſimach#us) you 
have ſeen that Traytor, whoſe quarrel you defended with ſo much valour, and fo little 
Juſtice; and if his life were guilcleſ+ of infidelity, perchance you would think him hand- 


ſome enough to excuſe ſome part of the paſſion a Maid may have had for him. v0 x 
made 


— — 


UMI 


Book V. CASSAN DRA. 473 
made a ſtop at theſe word:,to give Lyſmachw leiſure to deliver bis approbation of what 
(be fa'd, and within a while after going on with another tone, How true and juſt are 
the gods, (faid ſhe) and how well do they begin bp perioem their promiſe, in bringing 
me this dilloyal man, whom 1 will ſacrifice to the god of Love, and tothe god of Hoſpi- 
ralityzthe Laws of both having been baſely and unworthily violated by him. they expe& 
this reparation from me; and my Traitor, obſtinate in his treachery, brings me that head 
himſelt, which I ought to have ſought to the furtheſt end of the whole world. Wirh 
theſe and ſome other words ſhe came into the Camp, where ſhe would not alight till ſhe 
h came to Oroondates his Tent. Oroondates fince his recovery had left Polemon's bouſe 
| to the Ladies, and Prince Oxyartes had preſented him wich a Tent, the rooms whereof 
were very ſpacious and convenient, As ſoon as Thaleſtris was come into his chamber, 
Oroondaies(cried ſhe) that valiant Stranger that did ſo many admirable a&ions upon the 
bank of Euphrates againſt Lyſimachus and his companions, and in our laſt Fight againſt 
me and the reſt of our party,who do you think it ſhou!d be, but my perftidious Grontes ? 
the Juſtice of the gods hath at laſt brought him to the foot of thoſe Altars, upon which 
he muſt be ſacrificed. Oroondares at firſt was ſurpriſed with this diſcourſe, but preſent- 
ly after, Lyſmachw having confirmed what the Queen had told him, he «dmired the 
fantaſtical effe&ts of Fortune, and thoſe ſtrange events whereby ſhe ſeems to make her 
ſelf port with our deſtinies, He is with Perdiccas, (continued Thaleſtris) my particu- 
lar Enemy is among your Enemies, and that monſter of perfidionſnefs thinks himſe fnot 
yet black enough with that be bath ſhewed toward me, unleſs to aggravate his crimes, 
he embrace an unjuſt quarrel, and take up arms againſt the party ot his Prince. It has 
not pleaſed the Heavens that I ſhould engage my elf in this War without other intereſt 
then what I rake in yours; but they will have hatred and reſentment execute part of that, 
which honor and friendſhip made me undertake to ſerve you. When Oroozdates had re- 
plicd to this diſcourſe,the Queen fel] again to threats, and pour'd forth the moſt violent 
and furious words againſt Orontes, that her paſſion could put into her mouth.  Oroondates, 
knowing her impetuous humour, went not about to Aw Orontes to her ſo ſoon, but 
giving way to ber impatience, he.only ſaid, that he hoped the ſucceſs of that adventure 

would prove adyantagious to her repoſe. | 
While he was in this entertainment with her, the ſorrowful Dometrius wept at the 
River-ſide over the Tomb of his deceaſed Hermione ; fince the time he had been able 
to leave his bed, that had been his uſual employment ; he ſpent almolt whole days there, 
and as ſoon as the. Sun began to caſt his Iight upon the carth, that deſolate Prince, 
whom his ſorrows had made hardly to be known, went forth of ;his Tent with a de. 
{nd countenance, and a feeble pace, and drawing near to thoſe dear aſhes, paid them 
is homage, and ſought no conſolation but in that mourntul exerciſe ; his tears made a 
ſtream, which did almoſt mingle themſelves with the waves of the River ; the embraces 
he gave to cold ſenfleſs ſtones would have: put life into any thing that had been leſs 
frozen, and leſs inſenfible then Marble ; and his moving complaints might without 
doubt have obtained anything elſe from the gods, favethe return of Hermi-me, The 
Tomb was raiſed with a magnificent ſtrufture,and upon a plate of Braſs the aflied De. 
metris had cauſed an Inſcription to be engraven, which contain'd theſe words ; 
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PASSENGER THOU WILT BE CRUEL 
IF THOU EXAMINE THIS LIFF 
TO CONDEMN IT. 


HERMIONE WAS ALL FAIR, 
HERMIONE WAS ALL 
INNO CENT. 


AND IF SPITAMENES DYED FOR HIS CRIME; 
HERMIONE DYED FOR THE CRIME 
OF DEMETRIVS, 


HE WAS THE LOVER, 
HE WAS THE MURTHERER OF HERMIONE, 


BEWAIL HER DESTINY, O PASSENGER, 
AND SEEK NOT IN THIS TOMB 
FOR THOSE PRECIOUS ASHES, 
WHICH CAN HAVE NONE BUT IN THE HEART 
OF DEMETRIUS, 


Theſe ſorrowful entertainments ſetled this young Prince in ſuch a melancholick hn. 
mour, as made him little different from thoſe that have no life at all; and the ſociety of 
his friends, who formerly had found a charming ſweerneſsin his, was no longer able to 
give him any contentment: as all things were black in his ſoul, [7 would he be all his 
clothes, his furniture, and his arms ; and if he ſtill bore the god of Love upon his Shield, 
*rwas in a poſture very different from the former ; before, he eppoguel criumphant; but 
now he lay groveling upon a Tomb, his Arrows broken, his Skarf torn from his eyes, 
and his Quiver over=turn'd negligently at his feet, The deadly marks of a grief fo tender 
and { violent both together, infeRing the ſoul of Antigonus, made him almoſt inca- 
pable of executing the fun&ions of his Charge;and the da ,which was tobe the next be- 
fore the Battel, being come, ſcarce was he able to go akk the other Commanders into 
Oxyartes his Tent, 'o take and to give Orders in ſo important a neceſfity. There it was 
that the Princes met together to diſpoſe of all things againſt that bloody deciſion of 
their fortunes, the term whereof was already ſo near at hand ; when they had receiv'dan 
exa& account from all rhe Officers touching the condition of their force, they began 
to deliberate in what order they ſhould draw them up for the Battel,and refolv'd topur 
all things in ſuch a readineſs that day, that they might have nothing elſe to do but to 
fight the next ; they employ'd it all both carefully and profitably about thoſe marters, 
the field of Battel was viſited from fide to fide, faw tnany Commanders of both parties 
meeting in that aQtion, and talk'd roone another, without ſhewing any mark of ani- 
mofity in that encounter. Afterward they offer'd ſacrifices throuzh the whole Camp, 
and the Princes, behaving themfelves there with much zeal and affe&ion to the gods, 
made their ſouldiers know, that the vitory was not to be expeCted from their arms, 
but rather from the will of the gods, whom they by aftions of piety ought to win unto 
their party ; The intrals of the ſacrificed Beaſts were viſited with great care, and with 
great anxiety; the ſmoak and the flight of Birds were curiouſly obſerv'd, but though the 
South-ſayers by thoſe ſixns knew the great abundance of blood that was to be ſhed, 
they were utterly ignorant of the ſucceſs, and could not by any token Judge to which of 
the two parties the gods intended the advantage of that bloody day. The -night was 


ſpent by the ſoldiers in different employments, ſome of them rook their relt to 1 MA 
reſher 


> 


Book V. CASSAN DRA. 4.75 


freſher for the toil they were to undergo, others dref{:d their horfes, cthers mended the 
d&fefts of their arms, and all rugether prepared themſclves tor that memorable aRion 
which was to be the Decider of fo many Quarrels, 

Scarce did the day'begin to appear,when trom all parts of the cawp the ſound of trum- 
pers rouz'd up the faſteſt (leepersthe morning was fair and clcar,and the noiſe of all thoſe 
warlike Inftrumecgts,ſeeking obt the neareſt hollows both in the Woods, & on the banks 
of the River, made the Eccho anſwer with redoubled ſounds, which even in that terrible 
confuſion had a mixture of ſomthing very delightful, They that came firſt abroad ſaw up» 
on Frolomews his tent a Standard difplay'd, which they knew to be the fignal of the Bat- 
eel, among ſo many thouſand men, there were few in whom that {izbr did nor produce 
contentment. Prince Oroondates,being one of the firſt awake,ſalued ihar day witha joy- 
ful cry, and afterhaving call'd for his cloaths, To day (ſaid he) we are ro fight for you 
Caſſandra, and you ſhall be deliver'd our of Perdiccas his hands, either for Arſaces,or for 
Oroondates, But (purſued he within a while after) it will nelther be for Arſaces, nor for 
Oroondates;for you have forſaken Oroondates in favor of Arſaces,and you ſhall ſee Arſaces 
fall by the hand of Oroondates.As he ſpake theſe words,he Jeap'd out of bed, ſcarce had 
he begun to put an his clothes, but he call'd for his arms: Let's (ce (faid heYif in this long, 
idleneſs 1 have not tqrgot which way to put on a Cuirafs, andif withthe IYraQice] have 
not alſo loſt theTheory of rhe firſt proteſhon to which my lite was dellined, He was ſaying 
thus when Queen Thyleftris (whoſe crue) paflions had wakenither with the firſt)came in-- 
to his chamber,and after her Prince Lyſimachus, Enmenes, I/tom us, Tiridates, and many 
others, Oroo4 ates prazfing their diligence, and particularly the Queens, 1 ſhould bluſh, 
Madam,((aid he)xo ſee my ſelf out-ftrip'd and haſtned on. by aLady to go to fight for my 
own intereſts, if you were not the divine Thaleftris, who both in peace and war hath all 
manner of advantages over us. The mortves of my diligence (replyed the Queen)deſerve 
not to be envied by any body,and my revenge lies too near my lieartto hope that it will 
allow me a moment of quiet fleep. Then Lyſimachus putting into their diſcourſe, 1 have 
ſeen your enemy, (faid he to the Queen) and bbth the fight of his face, and that of his 
gallant a&tiens, hath begot in me an affeionand an eſteemfor him, which could make 
me wiſh,tkat either you were leſs revengetul,or that he were well diſpoſed to fatisfie you. 
My fatisfation (anſwered Thaleftris) is in the point of my {word, and inthe blood of 
that faithleſs man. I would it pleaſed the gods, Madam, (added Oromadates) that he 
might be found innocent, and that | were able to contribute to your re pole, by the beſt 
part of that little I have lefr. The Queen,to whom this diſcourſe was not very pleaiing, 
forbore not however to anſwer it with much civility, and in the mean time Oroendates 
his arms were brought ; They were a Preſent Lyſmachus had made him, and the work- 
manſhip of the admired Hyperion, formerly they had been Hepheſticz's, who having gi- 
ven them to Lyſimacbus after their reconciliation, he thought he could not put them into 
better hands then the Prince of Scytbia*s, His ſhoulders were firſt incloſed with a Cuirafs 
of Dama/cus ſteel, ſo excellently temper'd, that it was prcot almoſt ro the moſt dange- 
rous weapons, and inrich'd with a Graving worthy the hands of its famous Artificer, 

heightned with gold by marve)lous induſtry,and ſpreading it felt ih J:aves over all the 

CuiraG with a pleafing and «kilful confuſion ; from the body of the Cuirals upon baſes 

of cloth of gold hung plates of the' fame tee), praven in the ſame manner, which reach! 

almoſt rothe knee, ending with Tafſels of Gold-twilt interwoven with Pearl ; choſe 
which (coming forth of the Lions mouth upon his ſhoulder) fell over the fleeve of his 

Caffock were wrought and beautified on the ſame faſhion, and thoſe of his Buskin which 
covered from the middle of his leg unto his toe, were all fuitable, and gliſter'd equally 

with the poliſhing of the ſteel, and with the gold which fer it off ; his good Sword hung 

at a lirtle gold-Chain,which ſcem'd tocome out of the mouths of two ſmall antick heads 
of pold before and bchind his Cuiraſs , and when he was firted with all the reſt of his 

Armour, Toxaris covered his head with a Ca:k, whereon the workman had fet forth 

the urmoſt of his «kill ; beſides that the graving was more delicate, and the poliſhing 

more beautiful, the forepart of it was adorned with an Eagle , whoſe ourftreech'd 
winzs, and all his plumage were richly gilr, and frem the hinder part there role a little 


pipe of gold, out of which came a long ſprig encompaſſed with a ſcore of black and 
white 
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white Feathers ſet thick with ſpangle*. In this habit, with a lofty walk, and a garb 
which breathed forth aa led wat, he went out of the Tent with his valiant Com- 
panions. At the door ftood ready a brave Cappadocian Horſe, which Ewumenes had ſent 
him : except 5wcephalus there had not been ſeen one better ſhap'd, nor of amore ad. 
vantageous ſtature ; his colour was black, ſported all over with white ſfrots in fo great 
order, as made that tobe ſuf} efted for art which proceeded only from nature his tail 
ſwept along the ground, and his mane, which fell confuſedly over his ſhoulders, came 
waving looſely down below his knee. Oroondates being gor lighcly upon his back, and 
having tried him before his companions,with a skill, vigour,and grace that was peculiar 
to him alone, armed hisright hand with a ftrong Javelin, and upon his left arm took 
a Shield little different from that of Telamon's ſon, and which perchance would have 
made any other arm but his ſunk under its weight z- in the midit of it was repre- 
fented a Czpid, who trampling under foot a great many trophies ot arms heaped up rc < 
gether, was invironed with ſtorms and -flaſhes of lighning ; in hisright hand hc lic1d 
one of thoſe Bolts which Fwpitey alone is wont to dart at guilry heads, and 
near him were theſe words written in the Scythian rongue , Notbing againit Lmve, 
In this equipage Oroondares would have appeared lictle different from Mars himſelf, 
it amidif that which was terrible in him he had not had far more ſweer and love. 
ly features, than thoſe we commonly ſee in the PiRures of that god of Batzels: 
Nor is he much unlike him in the Fight, Wo be to* them that (hall oppoſe his 
force this bloody day, each blow of his carrics a certain death along with ir, and his 
hand makes the moſt ſoveraign herbs to loſe their vertue, | He marches in the middeſt 
of theſe valiant friends toward the place where the Troops were alrcady drawing up,ac- 
cording to the orders refolved on the day betore ; there he found P:olomews, ( rate- 
1, Antigonw.and the reſt all buſte in the duties of their ſeveral Offices; But though that 
day the Army by courſe ſhould have been commanded by Ptolomews, he diveſted him- 
ſelf of all his authority amongſt his friends, and would needs have them {hare equally 
with him in the honors of that ation; It began with Sacrifices, which were redoubled 
with a moſt ardent devotion,and then having taken a light repaſt,all the Officers retired 
to their charges, & placed themſelve- at the head of thoſe forces they were to command, 
The Army was divided into four bodies,the weakeſt of which was of ten thouſand horſe, 
and twenty thouſand Foot; the firſt was given to Prince Oroondates, comroſed of X- 
gyptians under the command of C/eomenes Lieutenant to Ptolomeus ; of Syrians under 
their valiantP rince Laomedon, of Lydians under the brave Alexander their Suveraiyn ; 
and of Cylicians under the obedience of Philotas, At the head of theſe, and by the lide 
of Prince Oroondates the valiant Amazon placed her ſelf, having on the ſame Arms in 
which ſhe had done the former aCtions, and ſo viſibly breathing ſcrth revenge, that ſhe 
almoſt caſt fire through the bars of her Hc]met ; ſhe was deſirous to fight that day by the 
Prince of Sczthia,and was accompanied in that deſign by Oz1dates, Tyridates, 11ionens 
and Pharnaba's. . Prince Cxyartes commanded the ſecend Body, in which were firſt the 
Battrians and Zopdians, under Cophes the ſon of Artabiſus , he himſelf having been con- 
ſtrained by all the Princes to forbear the Battel by reaſon of his age, and only to afliſt 
thoſe with his counſel, whoſe youth made them more fit for ation ; next thoſe of Arme- 
nia under Phrataphernes , thoſe of Hircania under Philiptus , and thoſe of M:ſoporamis 
under Archeſilaus, Thoſe that accompanied Oxyartes, were Mythranes, Leoftenes the 
ſon of Ariobarzanes, Lyſanier, and P iſiſftratus the ſons of Phratapbernes and Archiſi- 
laws, The third Body was led by brave Exmenes, who under him had the Cappadocians, 
and Paphlagonians, thoſe of Thracia, Pontus, and of the Brſphrrus, I yſimachus his new 
ſubj<&s ; and thoſe Arabians and Africans that were under the obedience of Ft»/omas. 
Ac the head of theſe Forces with Exmenes were Menelaus, Ptolomers his brother, Leoc2= 
ris and Dioxippus the ſons of Mentor, and Traflus the brother of Menander, The laſt 
Batralicon marched under the great Polyperch-n, conſiſting of fifreen thouſand Macedo» 
nians, brought by him and Craterus ; of Phrygians the ſubjets of Antigens, and of Ily- 
rians led by Call:cratcs the ſon of Philolas  Polyperc han had with him his fon Alexander, 
Demochares and Clenbulws, and (the moſt valiant as we!l as the moſt beautif) of all) 


the diſconſolate Demetrius ; for all his looks were pale and wan, one might fee in them 
. an 
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an eagerne(s ro fight, and though he marched with a ſorrowful countenance, it was not 
at a!l the leſs reſolute ; for his uſual courage, being improved by the defire he then had 
ro dic, thruſt him on to the performance of miraculous atchievements, his arms, his 
borſe, with all his furniture were black, and that weeping god of Love did fo well ac- 
company the ſadneſs of him that boreir, that it gained him the compaſlion of all thoſe 
that beheld him. To every Batralion there were fifty Chariots arm'd with Sithes, and 
G1I'd with Archers, which were to march in the front ; thoſe of Orcondates,commanded 
by Oxydates, thoſe of Oxyantes by Mythranes, thoſe of Eumenes by Menelaus, and 
thoſe of Palyperchon by Cleobutns ; This was the diſpoting of the Army ; in which Lyſi= 
machus, Prolomeus, Craterws, and Antigonus, would needs be exempted from any parti- 
cular command, that they might be art liberty to go any whither, according as ocecafion 
ſhould require, Before the Army began to move, ſome ſpies came in from the enemies 
Camp, who inform'd the Princes touching the order of it, and from them they received 
an account as followeth. 

Perdiccas, whether it were upon intelligence of the manner of the Princes drawing up, 
or for ſome other reaſon, had like them divided his Army into four bodies, of between 
four and five and thirty thouſand men at the leaſt,to each of which he had appointed two 
Commanders of _— authority. Perdiccas and his brother Alcetss led the firſt, com- 
poſed of the inhabitants of both the Media's, ſubje& to Alcetas and Acropates, of the 
Sufjans under Sinus, and of the Babylonians under Pexceſtasr, The ſecond was com- 
manded by the valiant Selexcus and the great Arſace:, in which were the fifteen thou- 
ſand Macedonians that followed Selexcas his Colours, thoſe Baftrians and Zogdians that 
obeyed Scythews and Amintas, and the Parthians under Andiagoras and Nicanor. 
The third march'd after Caſſander, and the valorus Orontes, conliſting of fix thouſand 
Arvgiraſpides, under their Leaders, Antigenes and Texutamwus ; of Carians the ſubjets of 
Caſſunder, and of Lycians and Pamphylians under their Prince Nearchus, The laſt was 
vnder the condu of Leonatus and Neoptolemus, and in it were the inhabitants of Per- 
fida, and thoſe of the lefler Phrygzz their ſubje&s, they of mount Caxcaſus under Axi- 
archus, the Velaſgians under Arthexs, and under Stratanor the Draches and Argeane. 
They had three hundred Chariots of War commanded by Python and Aminta, and 
rank'd in an order little different from that,in which the Princes had placed theirs. Theſe 
two potent Armies being thus diſpoſed, came at the ſame time from the places where 
they were encamped, and advanced equally into that ſpacicus plain, which lay between 
both Camps. They wereno ſuoner within ſight, but they ſaluted one another with 
horrible cries, and aCtions which viſibly teſtified the ardour that carried them on. unto 
the Battel ; asthey drew nearer together, the fierceneſs of their hearts redoubled,-their 
anger grew more inflamed by ſeeing their enemies, and their Officers were hardly able 
to keep them from ruſhing on diſorderly to the fight ; when they were come within a 
certain diſtance, they were commanded to makea ſtand, to receive the laſt Orders, and 
then the General: riding by the head of every Battalion, ſhewed themſelves to the ſoul- 
diers, and with fiery exhortations infuſed courage even into the fainteſt of ther all: 
Oroondates appearing with that Majeſty and grace which was inſeparable from his 
meaneſt aftions, ſet forth all the eloquence the gods had endowed him with, to inſpire 
valour into-his men, and paſſing from one diviſion to another with admirable ſwift- 
neſs, not much unlike a flaſh of lightning, kindled all hearts by his words and preſence. 
He had never been ſo great, nor ſo handſome in the eyes of his faithful Araxes, asat 
that time z and the Amazon Queen, whocaſed him as much as poſſibly ſhe was able in 
the days of his command, could not behold him in that condition without admiration. 
Lyſmachus and his valiant companions were no lc full of butineſs, and when they 
had ſer all things in the readineſs they ought to be, and they neither could, ncr 
would lonzer retain the eagerneſs of the Souldiers , they choſe the places where 
they meant to fight themſelves; and remembring in what order the Enemies 
were drawn up, they went and put themſelves ſeverally at the head of the four Batta« 
lions. Lyſimachxs took his place near Oroondates , who received him with demon+- 
ſtrations of joy worthy of their friendſhip, Antigonus near Oxyates, Ptolomexs near 
Eumenes, and Craterns near Polyperchm, As ſocn as they had thus diſpoſed of then= 
Ppp ſelve', 
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ſelves, they commanded the Trumpets to give the laſt fignal. That dreadful, yet plea- 


ſing, noiſe of ſo many warlike inſtruments, reſounded along the banks of Exphrares for 
many furlongs ; and preſently after, the ſpace which ſeparated rhe two Armies, began to 
decreaſe, and ſuch an infinite number of arrows were let fly from either ſide, that they 
could hardly find free paſfage to the marks. they were aimed; hundreds of men lay 
groveling in the duſt, and hundreds of horſes fell under their maſters at that firſt man. 
ner of fight : but within a while it altered forth, taking another much more hideous and 
bloody ; the ſquadrons and divifions cloſe to handy-blows; but their valiant leaders de. 
firing to have the honour to begin the charge, advanced mutually before their Troops, 
and ran at one another with an animoſity, which proceeded from a higher intereſt than 
that of their Commands. Oroondates and Lyfmachus knowing Perdiccrs and Alcetas, 
by the intelligence they had received concerning the order of their Bartel, and by many 


other marks, thundred upon them with an impetuouſneſs which admits of no compari- |. 


fon : and the valiant Amazon made a furious charge againſt Pexceſftas ; Pay me (cricd 0. 
roondates to Perdiccas) Pay me that life which I have ſaved thee twice. Let us fight (faid 
Lyſimacbus to Alcetas) Let us fight for Pariſatis, Theſe words received no anſwer, nor 
were they heard perhaps amidft the cries and noiſe of that encounter ; but they were 
cloſe followed by deeds, and theſe fix valiant perſons ſtruck one another with their 
Javelins, and ſhocked each other with their ſhields, with equal courage, but forces 
ſomthing different. Oroondates reeP'd in his ſaddle at the blow Perdiccas gave him, but 
Perdiccas and his horſe cafne tumbling both together to the ground. * Lyſimachus loſt 
his ſtirrups at the ftroke of Alcetss, but he took him out off his ſaddle, and threw him 
headlong into the duſt ; and the valiant Thaleſftris tmade Pewceſtas fly over the crupper of 
his horſe, among the feet of thoſe that were about him. All the advantage of this firſt 
encounter being, on our Princes fade,their party ſolemniz'd it with a joyful cry,and from 
that glorious beginning, drew happy preſages of the victory. Theſe diſmounted Princes 
were preſently environed by many of their men, who oppoſing the fury of their Enc- 
mies, ſet them again on horſe-back, and their gallant Conqyerours not being able to 
Force that reſiſtance, turned their bluws another way, and-by their example made their 
ſquadrons fall in pel-mell among the Enemies, Then it was that the carth became co- 
vered with dying bodies, and that the face of all things grew diſmal and terrible. The 
armed Chariots made great flaughters on both fides, the Egyptians and Medes, the 
Syriansand Babylonians falling together with an equal confuſion. The firſt ſquadrons 
having begun the Battel, the ſecond made their charge with the fame fury ; Arſaces ran 
at Antigonus, and Selexcns at Prince Oxyares ; but Oxaytes had the worſt againſt Selex- 
cus, and Antigonns was overthrown upon the earth, by the redoubted hand of Arſaces ; 
by the ſame hand preſently after fell Liffander, and Piſiſtratus, the ſons of Archeſilaus 
and Phrat:phernes ; P:ſiſtratss was run through the body, and Liſtander cloven from 
the ſhoulder to the breaſt ; their deſolate Fathers were preſent at that fight, and ruſhing 
both at the ſame time upon him that had (lain their Children, affaulted him with cries 
full of rage and reſentment : but fortune was adverſe to them, and their Genius was in- 
ferior to that of Arſaces ; for Archeſilaus had his hand cut off with a back-blow, and 
Phrataphernes was ſo forcibly encountred,that he came over with his horſe, and lay with- 
out ſenſe or motion. While Arſaces ſtrives by ſuch ations as theſe to repair the diſad- 
vantage the firſt body had received by the valour of Oroendates, and Lyſimachns, the 
third and laſt Battalions march on unto the fight, and charged with a fiercencſs no way 
inferiour to their Companions ; The encounter of Ptolomens, and Exmenes, with Caſ- 
ſander, and the valiant Orontes, paſſed without any great advantage on either party : for 
though Ptolomexs loſt one of his ftirrups by the ſhock of Orontes, Caſſunder loſt both 
his by that of brave Eumenes, Craterus and Polyperchon fought with more equali- 
ty againſt Neoptolemus and Leonatus, but all thoſe that oppoſed the young Demetrius, 
who had taken his place in this Jaft body, felt both the weight of his arm, and the cf- 
feats of his grief, In this general mixture of Squadrons and Battalions, diſorder and 
confuſion quickly were accompanied with wounds and horrour, giving diſmal ſhapes 
ro all thoſe objefts, which a few hours before appeared moſt pleaſing and delightful ; the 


flaughrer was fo univerſal, that in all the battels which had ever been fought under Darius 
or 
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or Alexander,Dearh never had reigned with ſo abſolute an Empire, as that bloody day : 
*3f the Parthian fall by a Syrian Javelin, the Syrian is {lain by the ſword of a Lycian, and 
the dving Hircanian drags the Pamphilian along with him, blood has not only made the 
carth loſe its colour in the thickeſt of the fight, but flows in purple ſtreams, for many. 
furlongs round about ; the Chariots had in the beginning done great execution ; but ar 
laſt the Commanders on both fides, thought beſt to give place to their impetuoulneſs, 
and killing the horſes as they paſſed, -made them equally uſeleſs ro one another, Aﬀer 
that all the ſeveral diviſions were engaged, the Generals being no longer tied to keep 
with their particular Bartalions, where they hardly were any longer obey'd, went free- 
ly into all places, according to the ardor that tranſported them. Oroordates and Tha. 
Iefris ſought every where for Arſaces and Orontes ; and the furious Prince of Scythiz 
running fram one ſquadron to another, made the name of Arſaces reſfound whereſoever 
he went z his enemy was no lef impatient, nor lefs induſtrious to find out him ; but the 
obſtacles that were in their way, retarded the execution of their deſires, and to break 
through them, they did afions that ſtruck terror into all thoſe that looked upon them, 
and that are a« far beyond belief as above expreſſion, Oroordates, which way ſoever he 
turned himſelf, left bloody marks of his paſſage, when Cafſunders two brothers, Iolas 
and Philippus preſented themſelves before him, and would have oppoſed his fury, asa 
damm at the fall of an imperuons torrent ; _ charged him both at theſame time with 
two blows, which ſcarce made any print upon his Arms ; but the fierce Prince of Scythia 
requited them with ewo others, which being given by a more vigorous hand than theirs, 
produced very different effefts, Jolas was laid along, having his ſhoulder run through 
with a thruft,and with a back-blow Philippus his cask and his head within ir, were made 
to roul rogether upon the graſs ; they chat ſaw the fall of theſe two young Princes, and 
knew their quality, ran with loud cries to rake revenge ; but Oroondates broke through 
them with the ſame fury, and before their eyes, (lew Theagenes the ſon of Pzzhon, Ari. 
flocles the brother of Peuceſtas, and made Amtigenes, and Teutamus, Commanders of - 
the Argiraſpides, to tumble breathleſs among the horſes feet. By thefe prodigious feats 
he at laſt opened himſelf a paſſage to Arſaces, and witha loud voice defied him to the 
encounter, when he on the other fide had newly difpatch'd Traſillzs and the unfortu- 
nate Tiridates, Theſe two great Warriers knew one another by their cries, and by the 
ations they ſaw each other do , yet before they could get together, Oroondares cleft 
Erginu his fons head into two pieces, and meeting the valiant Neoprolemns in his way, 
juſtled him with ſo great violence, thathe ſent him aftonied amung the legs of Arſaces 
his horſe. Arſaces could not know his Enemy better than by ſuch marks as thoſe, nor 
did he any longer doubr but it was he, and teſtifying that affurance by a fierce cry, he 
ran to him, holding up his ſword with ſuch an a&tion.as might have terrified any body 
but Oroondates ; both of them would have ſpoken, but 'the extremity of rhcic anger 
made them both unable to expreſs themſelves, and the confuſed noiſe of ſo many voices 
would not ſuffer them to underſtand one another. Ptelomeus, Craterus, and Demetrius 
on the one de, and on the other Seleucus, Nearchus, and Leonatus, with many other 
Commandersof each party were preſent at their meeting, and all as with a mutual con- 
ſent ſuſpended their enmity for a few moments, to become ſpeRators of that furious 
encounter, nor did it any vvay fail their expeRation, though the bufineſs vvas of no 
long continuance. The tvvo enraged Warriers, vvhoſe thoughts vvere not. upon the de- 
fenſfive, caſt their ſhields behind their backs, and putting both hands to their ſvvords, 
lifted them on high into the air, & brought them dovvn vvith the urmoſt of their ſtrength 
upon each others Helmet. At thoſe mighty blovvs, the rvvo ſvvords flevv'intoa thouſand 
pieces, their Creſts vvere beaten off, their Cacks deeply dinted, and hovv great ſoever 
vvi* the forricude of thoſe tvvo gallant men, it vvas not proof againſt ſo infinite a vioknce. 
A\r{arer bleeding both ar noſe and mouth,fel] in a ſvvound at Selexcxs his teer, and Prolo- 
mezs running to Orvondates, favv him open his arms, and fink vvithoue underſtanding 
from his addle into the duſt. The fall of theſe two matchlef perſons, cauſed thoſe of 
each party to ſend forth mighty cries, and kindled a furious combuſtion round abour 
them , P tolomers, Craierus, and Demetrins, ſheltred Or-ndates with their bucklers; and 
his faithful Arenes, who ſtirr'd not from him, carried him off with the alliftance of 11ic- 
Ppp 2 reus, 
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news, Menelaus, and many others ; Arſaces his friends did the ſame for him, and then be. 
tween thoſe fax valiant men there began a combat worthy of more heedful ſpeRarors, 
and of larger room to ſer forth che proofs of their valour with better liberty. Prolomens 
having known Selexcus by ſeveral marks, ſpuri'd up to him with a joyful voice, and 
preventing Demetrius who was going to charge him ; Seleucws (cried he)thy old enemy 
defies thee, and now thou haſt a brave occahon to execute thy threatnings. Selexcys 
anſwered theſe words only with a mighty ſtroke, which Prolomens quickly repaid 
Craterus at the ſame time clufing with Leonarnus, and Nearchus with young Demerrins, 
The fight was reaſonable equal between the four firſt : but deſperate Demetrizs, whoſe 
grief ſcem'd to have redoubled his ſtrength, after ſome few blows given on both fides 
with wondrous violence, beat down Nearchus at his feet, and turning about toward his 
Friends, was _ make their Viory ſurc, when valiant Orontes came up un- 
to that place. He had made himſelf remarkable that day by a thouſand ARions of an 
admirable valour, his Arms were all be{mear'd with blood, and he was hardly to be 
known but by that famous device of the Keart torn with Vultures, which had yet re- 
tain'd ſome part of its wonted figure ; he beſides divers others had flain young Pharna- 
baſes, and the two unfortunate ſons of Mentor, and had left great Polyperchon, and 
his couragious ſon Alexander, half dead upon the ground. As he came neer to theſe 
brave Combatans he ſaw Nearch fall, and defiring to make amends for his diſaſter, he 
clave the throng of thoſe that oppoſed his paſſage, and ruſh'd forward unto Demetrias, 
That young Prince who knew him by his ſhicld, and who, formerly upon the bank of 
Eupbrates, had been crofled in his defignof meaſuring his ſtrength with his, receiv'd 
him gladly, and advanc'd before all his companions to meet him fingle; they by ſome 
blows given with little incqualicy,had begun to ſhew each other proof of their reciprocal 
valour, when Lyimachws open'd himſelf a large way thither wich his ſword ; he was 
ſtill wet with the blood of Nicener, Commander of ſome of the Parthians, of Apiarchus, 
of Citron the ſoy of _ » of Tydew Nephew to Perdiccas , and many others 
whom he had left biting the earth z and ſecking to enhaunce his glory by new defeats, 
he no ſooner knew Orontes his ſhicld , but he came up cloſe to Demetrixs, ſaying, Leave 
this Combat to me Demetrius, we began it once already, and I was challeng'd by Ormn- 
tes when we parted, Scarce had he ſpoke theſe words,when another cried out, The death 
of this faichleſs man belongs to me, and none of you have right to diſpute it with me. 
Orontes was not at all diſmaid at the number of his enemies, but deſiring them all to- 
gether, Come valiant men (faid ke) come all of you together aflaulr this Life, which l 
ſhall be well enough able to defend againſt you, and if you be not aſhamed of this inc- 
quality, lct'sget out of this crowd to make an end of our Combat. As he brought forth 
theſe words, he flew upon them like a Lyon, when preſently amongſt his enemies he 
knew the revengeful Thaleſtris, who more cager than the reſt, had at laſt obtain'd the 
place ſhe ſought before them, That fight benummed Orontes his courage, and in a mo» 
ment froze his gallant reſolution O ! Woman (cried he) art thou not weary with tor- 
menting me ? and caſting his ſhield behind his back, he rook ſanftvary amongſt his 
Friends againſt her fury, and againſt her fight, which he could not indure. Thou fliclt 
Traytor (cried the inraged Queen) thou flicſt from a Womans Sword z but know, this 
Yidtory would not be ſo ſhameful to thee, as the perfidiouſneſs thou arr guilcy of. She 
ſaid theſe words purſuing him.z and overthrowing all that oppoſed her paſſage, Acropa- 
tes to his misfortune happen'd wo be in her way,and the deſperate Queen whoſe torce was 
doubled by her rage, flaftd'off his body at the waſte, leaving one half in the fad- 
dle, while the other tumbled among the horſes feet, Cleon the fon of Stratanur loſt his 
like by her conquering hand, and Li/tander the brother of Andragoras had the ſelf ſame 
deſtiny. Perdiccas, and his brother Alcetas,were hardly able to ſtop her fury, Peraiccss 
had that dzy done many A@ions of a knowing General , and of a valiant man : 
for though there were very few that could ſurpaſs him in fichting skilfully with his own 
hand, there were or fewer thar could equal him in experience to command an Army ; 
he by orders often ſeaſonably given and by his prudent dili-ence, had many times upheld 
his party, and had that day kept the ViRory in <qual ballance. The Medes. Pamphyli- 
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Cappadocians, but the ſtout Argiraſpides did with miraculous effets ſuſtain and fru- 
ſtrate the attempts of the moſt warlike Phalanges ; they utterly defeated the Lydians, 
Arabians, and Phrygians, and with Jultice carried away the glory of having preſerv'd 
their party in that Battel, © Oroondates and Arſaces were already recovered out of their 
ſwounds, and though they that had taken care of them, uſed their endeavours to get 
them into their Tents, it was impoſſible to perſwade them to it, each of them inquired 
what was become of his enemy, and not being able to learn any thing, they had taken 
up other ſwords amongſt the heaps of dead bodies, and were gotten again into the 
thickeſt of the fight, more fierce and terrible than beforef: *twas ro the misfortune of 
many gallant men that they return'd intothe Battel, and the rage that ſtirr'd. them up 
was fatal to many Warriers, whoſe proweſs deſery'd a better deſtiny. Thy courage, O 
brave Amintas, could not preſerve thee from falling under the blows © ronons 4h r 
nor could the goodneſs of thy arms, O valiant Philotas, defend thee from the ſword 
of fierce Arſaces ; Theſe two redoubted Warriers ſlew my other famous Captains, 
| | &eking one another through the middeſt of blood and flaughter, would ſure have 
Ts 6 again if the day would bave allowed them time. All chings then were in a moſt hor 
J rid form, the number of the dead exceeded that of the living, and the field was covered 
with great heaps of bodies, from whence ran ſtreams of blood that emptied themſelves 
into the River z the ſouldiers were no longer obedient to Command, nor knew the per- 
fons that commanded, and both fides were ſocager to deſtroy thoſe who had been for- 
merly their Companions, that night was hardly able to put an obſtacle to their fury. 
But for its arrival, both Armies had been totally defeated ; and 'twas not till it began to 
grow drak, that after many fignals to retreat, 'the broken Squadrons began to rally. 
Neither the Prince of Scythia, nor the brave Arſaces, did at all contribute to that care, 
which their particular animoſity made them wholly remit to their companions. Ar laſt 
the execution ecaſed, the ſouldiers began to gather to their Colours, and the Field re- 
mained almoſt equally to both parties. This vitory fo obſtinately diſputed, declared 
not itſelf abſolutely for cither, nor could they chat day know their loſſes, or reckonthe 
number of their dead ; but each Army having rallied as well as was poſfible in the dark, 
retired into the place where it was incamp'd before. Theſe objefts would have been dif. 
mal to behold, if darkneſs had not at that time made them inviſible ; among thoſe thac 
retreated wich their Commanders, divers were hurt, and many others ſorely wounded 
came ſoftly behind, or rather crawPd without any order after their fellows, and a very 
great number were left among the (lain, who not yet quite dead, lay with groans beg- 
ging the aſſiſtance of their deareſt friends, by whom they faw rad ton forſaken in the 
night, and in their utmoſt extremities. . 

Our Princes were no ſooner come into the camp, but they ſaw the Ladies in great 
perplexity coming, forth to meet them. Apamia, Arſixo:, and the reſt, having paſt the 
day full of deadly apprehenfions, receiv'd their Husbands with open arms, and ſcarce 
would ſuffer them to get into their Tents before they begun to pull off their Armour, 
and look upon their wounds. By good fortune none of the Princes had any that were 
mortal ; Oroondates, Lyſimachus, Ptolomens, and Demetrius had ſome few , but ſuch 
light ones, that they could hardly be perſwaded to keep their beds for them the next day. 
Antigmus was run through the ſhoulder, and brave Craterzs through the thigh ; Poly. 
perchon was wounded in the head, and in the right arm; the Amazon Queen, Oxyar. 
tes, aud Eumenes, hadno hurt at all, but of all the other Commanders very tew were 
free ; part of the night was ſpent in drefling them, and the remainder was given tore, 
and in many quarters of the Army, to the cries and complaints of thoſe who had 
loſt their near Friends or Kinſmen in the Battel. The next day there came Meſſengers 
from Perdiccas, who demanded a Truce of the Princes for fix days, to bury the dead, 
and dreſs thoſe that were wounded of both parties. It preſently was granted, and they 
on either fide ſent without delay to view the field. There ic was they met with objets 
worthy of compaſſion, and then their lofſes began ro be known by the computation of 
the dead, and by the remainder of the living ; the Princes found they had loſt above 
fifry thouſand men, and on Perdiccas his fide there were flain above threeſcore and ten 
thouſand; among which divers were very conſiderable on each party : on that of the 
Princes 
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Princes were Philstss, Archefilaws and his ſon; Piſiſtratus, Pharnabaſus, Trafillus, Ti- 
ridates, the two ſons of Mentor, and -many others, who for their quality and virtue 
were lamented by the whole Army, On the other, Amintas, Nieanor, Axtarchus, Phte 
lips the brother of Eaſſunder, Acropates, with his ſon, the ſons of Erigins, Pythox 
and Stratanor, the brothers of Penceſtas, and Andiagoras, Perdiceas his nephew, and a 
grcat number more, whoſe loſs was no ſmall affliftion to their party, All that day 
was imployed in carrying them off, which their friends did with grievous lamenta. 
tiqns ; and of the bodies of common ſouldiers, they made great heaps with their arms to 
burn them, fince by reaſon of their exceſſive number they could nor give the honour of 
Burial to every one in particular. That order was executed the day following, and many 
of the Commanders were preſent at that Ceremony : the reſt knowing their Forces to be 
much diminiſh'd,were bufte in ſetting men on work to fortifie their Camp;to make their 
Lines deeper, and draw new ones in places which they had before negle&ed. 

Theſe were the general imployments : but thoſe of Oroondates, Lyſimachus, and Tha- 
leſtris were very different, and they had particular affliftions, beiides thoſe they ſuffer'd: 
with the reſt for the deathi of theie-men, and forſeeing themſelves deceiv'd in their ex« 
peRation of an abſolute Vitory. Lyſimachns faw his hopes further off than before, 
and his Princeſs a Captive till the concluſion of-a War, which he thought to have made 
an end of, in one day. Oroondates with the ſame cauſe of grief, had others alſo which 
violently tormented him, and was not more afflifted for the Queens captivity, or for 
the uncertainty of her condition, than to ſee that Arſaces had eſcaped his revenge, 
and was triumphant over his ill fortune;he had learn'd by many, who yet bore his marks, 
how after their ſeparation he: recurn'd-into the fight, where he did a thouſand aRions, 
which ran with admiration over all the Camp; this knowledge added an emulationto 
his former jealouſie, which did not a little aggravate his forrows,and ſometimes caft him 
into ſuch ſtrange Reſolutions; that had he not been hindred by Aranes, Lyſimachns, and 
many others, he would inſtantly have gone to ſeek Arſaces, or Death;in the middle of his 
Camp. Ah hand (cid he) thou which in occations of Jef” importance haſt often 
ſerv'd me with ſucceſs, feeble hand, why didit thou fail me at:thistime of need, and loſe 
thy ſtrength againſt my chiefeſt;erkmy 2 Heretofore thou wouldſt have made my ſword 
find paſſage through that daring heare where Statira is ſeated; or if thou hadſt born 
any reverence to her image, thou certainly-wonldſt have thrutt it through all thoſe other 
parts where death can pofſtbly enter. He tpake many other ſach like words, and after 
having roul'd a thouſand ſeveral imaginations in his fancy, the laſt reſolution was, to 
challenge Arſaces toa fingle Combat as ſoon as the Truce was expired, and to decide 
his differences with him once for all, in fight of both Armies, If Oroond ates was thus 
tormented, Thaleftris was rack'd with a far greater violence, and the perſeverance ſhe 
found in Orontes to uſe her ill, had brought fo great a rage, that fhe was utterly unca- 
pable of wy reſt ; all that her firſt reſentments had made her think or fay in former 
times, was tull of gentleneſs and moderation, in compariſon "of theſe laſt motions of 
her fury, wherewith ſhe was imperuouſly tranſported. Plefeek thee (ſaid ſhe) Monſter 
of ingratitude, Ile ſcek thee in the middeſt of a hundred thouſand ſwords, and ſpite of 
all the obſtacles that can oppoſe my lawful indignation,l with a thouſand blows will ſtab 
that black perfidious heart of thine ; thou ſhalt but vainly fortific thy ſelf with Guards, 
and with Entrenchments, againtt the rage of an incenſed Lover, and the paſſion that 
guides me ſhall make way through all the powers of carth, to thy deſtruftion. T 
wild thoughts made her of ſo unſociable an humour, that ſhe could no longer abide the 
company of thoſe perſons whom ſhe conſidered moſt, and knowing it was hard for her 
ro avoid it by keeping within doors, ſhe put on her Arms, and forbidding even Hippo- 
Iyt2 to follow her, the mounted on horſe-back to go entertain her cruel melancholy out 
of the reach of all humane converſation, and not to return again till darkneſs had over- 
ſpread the earth. She had been gone but a little while, when Oroondates, who was made 
ſenfibly concern'd in her affliftions, came into her chamber to viſit her, and to intermix 
his diſcontents with hers  Lyſimachus and Prolomens came in preſently atter him, and all 
of them together, having learn'd of Hippolyta in what manner ſhe went away, fear'd 
leſt the violence of her reſentments might have carried her to ſome ſtrange —_ 
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and deſiring to prevent the effe& of it if they could poſſibly, th:y ſent for their Arms 
and Horfes, and went with Hippolyza the ſame way (he had been ſeen to go. 

At that very time, forrowful Demetrius, whoſe grief made him as much an Enemy 
to company as Thaleſtris, was got on horſ-back with a defign like hers, and inthe 
vyloomiclt and remoteſt places, ſought things conformable to his penfive humour, he 
was ſo averſe from all conſolation, that he fled from thoſe that ſtrove to give ir him; 
and only the remembrance of his Hermione, made up the whole imployment of his 
thoughes ; he named her every moment, but never named her without tcars ; and in all 
his ations there was ſomething ſo doleful, and ſo moving, that it made even the moſt 
inſenfible things ro be in a manner concerned in his afflitions. Hermione (aid he) 
whether doft thou now remember me as thy murtherer, or as thy lover ? and which tz 
molt powerful in thy memory, my crime,or my atfe&tion? I killed thee,and I lov'd thee, 
but if I have not forgetten thy Jait words, they contained a pardon for thy death, and 
an acknowledgement of my love; thy goodnefs-appeared in the lateſt minutes of thy life : 
but Hermione, | ought not to abuſe it, and Demetrius isnot at all the lefs guilty, becauſe 
Hermione 15 merciful. Theſe tears which I give thee, ought to be ſeconded by all this 
blood, which filial duty keeps ſtill within my veins ; but fince my hands are forbidden 
to follow rhe inſtigations of my love, receive that fram my love alone, which they are 
not allowed to give thee, He was talking to himſelf on this manner, when coming near 
unto a way Which led to Babylon from ſome neighbouring Villages, he had an encounter 
that diſturbed his ſolitary entertainment. He faw three men on horſ-back compleatly 
Arm'd, fighting with their (words drawn, againſt one fingle man on foot, who dif- 
puted his life with a moſt generous refſtance. Beſides the three that were upon him, 
there was another dead at his feet, and to keep himſelf from being affaulted behipd, he 
' had ſet his back againſt an Oak ; two women were preſent at that Combat, who by all 
their ations teſtified they had an exceeding great intereſt in the life of him rhat fought 
for them ; bur he was extremely wounded, and fo weak, that at Demetriws's arrival his 
life was in a manifeſt danger. Demetrius, who was generofity it felt, never ſtood con- 
ſidering what he ſhould do in that occaſion, but ruſhing at the three men with a loud 
cry, conſtrained them to turn head againſt him, though fo unfortunately on their part, 
that the firſt of them who came to meet him, fell dead upon the grafs with the firſt 
ſtroke he received from the ſword of Demetrizs, When he had done that execution, he 
flaſhed at the Cask of one of the other,and having cut the ftraps of ir, left his head quite 
bare, and without defence. The ftranger who fought on foot, had no ſooner caſt his 
fight on the face of that Enemy, but lifting up his eyes to Heaven ; Great gods! (cried 
he Jhow juſt are youzto reſerve the deati of wicked 4ſtizges to me!At theſe words,with- 
out remembring his wounds, or con(idering the advantage his EſFmy had by being on 
horſ-back, he quirted his tree, and flew at him as fiercely asa Lion ; Aſtiages made fume 
blows at him again, and ſtrove totrample hiny'under his horſes feer : but he received 
the blows upon his ſhield, and having avoided the ſhock of the horſe, cloſed up to 
Aſtiages ſo fortunately, that meeting with a place not defended by his cuirafs, he ran 
his ſword quite through his body. Aftiages fell dead, with a ftreamof blood in which 
he began to welter, and his Enemy feeing, him fall, turned toward Demetrius, and with 
the remainder of his ſtrength went to render him part of the affiftance he had received 
from him; but he ſtood not in any need of it, for his Enemy not having dared to with- 
ſtand the weighrineſs of his blows, had already taken flight to fave himſelf. The ftranger 
full of acknowledgement, was going to give bim thariks, when he faw the Ladies, for 
whom he had fought, coming toward him : then leaving her which appeared to be the 
chief, and whom the gods had favoured with an admirable beauty ,and addretfing him- 
ſ*If torhe other that accompanied her, Dear AJcione(ſaid he) I have Hved long enouph, 
fnce | have been able to do you ſome ſervice before I die, agd that I have facrificed the 
diſtoyal Afi:ges, unto the Ghoſt of poor abuſed Theanter. As he brought forth theſe 
words, he would have gone nearer to her ; but his weakne(* prevented him, and made 
him fink down preſently at the foot of a tree. Alcioneran to him inan exceeding great 
trouble (while Demetrixe being come near to the Princeſs Berenice, - endeavoured to 
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her aſtoniſhment, when after ſhe had uncovered his head, ſhe ſaw the face of Cleoni. 
mus ; hi: abſence had fo little worn out the Idea of it,that it was alwayes prefent to her 
remembrance, nor found ſhe any difficulty to diſcern thoſe features, in the midſt of 
blood and palenefſs, which were fo deeply fctled in her heart, Jt would be very hard to 
expreſs how infinitely ſhe was ſurpriſed at this adventure , the firſt marks whereof were 
cries, wherewith ſhe drew Berenice and Demetrius to her. She pronounced the name 
of Cleonimus twice or thrice, with a voice which ſhewed a great deal of rendernefs,and 
not daring to follow the firſt motions of her affc&ion, in the preſence of thoſe per- 
ſons that looked upon her, ſhe left her eyes the careto expreſs it for her, and to exe- 
cute that which decency by a cruel conſtraint forbad, in this ſilence her face chang'd co. 
lous ſeveral times, and her paſſions were ſo plainly written in it, that *ewas but in vain 
ſhe held her peace to conceal them. The Princeſs Berenice, who knew the ſtory of her 
tife, and who by that natural goodneſs which accompanied the reſt ot her vertues, had 
taken an intereſt in her fortune, learn'd the cauſe of all her tranſports,by the bare hear- 
ing of ( leorimus his name, and forgetting the greatnc(s of her birth, to follow her cha- 
ritable inclinations, ſhe ſate down by her, and gave her all the afliftance ſhe could res 
ceive in ſuch a like encounter. In the interim Cleonimus, having allowed ſome time to 
Alcione's aſtoniſhment, and converſed with her in that mute language, which repre- 
ſented their thoughts without any atcRation, broke tilence firſt, and putting forth his 
hand to her with much reſpe&, Coulin (faid he) you at laſt ſee Cleonimas again, whom 
his ill fortune baniſh'd from you, and whom his good fortune has brought to die thus 
near you; how great ſoever the diftance that has parted us hath been, you have ever 
been preſent to. my remembrance, and that remembrance which brings me back in ſpite 
of my former reſolutions, is an effe&t of my deſtiny, and of the juſtice of the gods, 
They prolonged my life in thoſe ſorrows that have perſecuted it, for no other pue- 
poſe, but to reſerve the end of it, either for your ſervice, or for Theander's revenge, 
and the conclufion of it could not be more pleafing to me, then to die at Alcione's 
feet, after having ſacrificed in her ———_ the cruel Author of our common mile. 
ries, Diſpoſenow, (continued he lifting up his cyes to heaven) O gods, diſpoſe now 
of my deſtiny when you will, and if I cannot die innocent of the loſs of Theander, an 
of Alcione*s misfortunes, at leaſt be pleaſed that this blood, which 1 moſt freely give 
them, may ſerve in part to expiate my faults, Cleonzmw ſpoke on this manner, while 
Alcione did all ſhe could to reſettle her inward diſturbance, and called to her courage 
for afliſtance to ſupport the preſent condicion-of her fortune. The firſt motions ſhe 
had felt at the encounterof Cleonimws, began to give way to her grief for the eſtate he 
wasin, and ſcarce had her heart begun to receive ſome touch of joy, for the recovery 
of a perſon that was ſo dear to her, .when by a cruel cappriccio of fortune, ſhe ſees the 
fame perſons life reduced to extremity ; nor could ſhe longer retain her modeſty with- 
in thoſe limits which her ſeverity had preſcribed it, but by a beſeeching look begging 
pardon of the Princeſs for the liberty ſhe took in her preſence, ſhe embraced Cleonimus 
with tranſport of that afke&ion, which, as innocent asit was, had produced ſuch fa- 
tal effe&ts ; and ſending a ſtream of tears from her eyes, which for ſome years paſt had 
been their uſual ſources,fhe ſhewed, that neither time, nor the accidents of her life, had 
made any alteration in thoſe pure and conſtant inclinations ſhe had to him. Dear Cleo- 
nimw (ſaid the with a voice interrupted with fighs) you are come back at laſt after an 
age of abſence which hath coſt us ſo many tears; but if you are come back todie, Ah! 
Cleonimus, how cruel is your return to miſerable Alcione 2 If life were unpleafing to 
you,you ſhould have died far from my eyes, without aggravating, by that killing fight, 
thoſe cruel griefs which fince her loſs, and-your departure, have made a continual war 
againſt her. Twas not Cleonimws his blood that was due to Theander*s revenge, and 
to Alcione's repoſe ; the blood of Afyager was enough for both; and you ill repair 
thoſe innocent fau'ts whereof you accuſe your ſelf by lofing a life for 7beander and 
for Alcione,which was ever dearer to them then their own, Theſe wounds (continued 
ſhe looking upofi them, and endeavourtng to ſtanch the blood) theſe cruel wounds are 
mine as well as yours; and if you till have any part of that friendſhip which once you 


+ bore me, you ought not to put mine to ſo cruel a proof, nor force me to confels that it 
is 
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is ſtrong enough to make me keep you company in your grave. .,The effe& theſe 
words uc'd in Cleonimws, appeared preſently in his face, and not; being/able 
difſemble the conſolation he receiv'd by them, Dear Alciine (faid he)if it, plear'd the 
ods that I might live, I would not pray to them for death, and though my misfortunes 
ve made me defare it,I cannot hate my life,ifI am fill beloved of Alctone; Heaven is my, 
witneſs, *tis in that felicity alone that mine was ever bounded ; and though my thoughrs,; 
for all their innocence, have drawn its anger upon my head, I am notable to repent 
them; I was irifinitely indebted to Theander, but I believe 1 have paid'bis memory all 
that he could expeR from a friend like Cleonimas ; for hisfake, 1 uſed a cruel violence 
upon my moſt powerful inclinations, I baniſh'd my ſelf with # great deat of perſeve- 
rance, from a place where I left the berter;part of my life, and if Fcontributed to his 
death by my ill fortune, I may proteſt before all the gods, that the extremity of my 
grieffor it was ſuch, as never was capable of any conſolation, except this younow have 
given me ; yet ſhall it make no alteration in my thoughts ; and though the gods ſhould 
have ſuffered my life to continue longer, this knowledg of your friend{hip ſhould never, 
have given me any defire., whereby Theanders memory could be, offended : he ſo; 
well deſerv'd your whole affe&tion, that I ſhould be more criminal than Aſtiages, and. 
Bagiſtazes, if I would diſpute it with hinzg'and *cis happineſs enough for Cleonimus, that 
you pardon him your misfortunes, without pretending to any greater advantage from 
r goodneſs. While Cleonimus ſpake in theſe terms, Demetrius, who in thofe ad dif- 
courſes found ſomthing conformable to his condition, and who, by that reſemblance be- 
liev'd himſelf oblig'd to love thoſe miſerable perſons, had with much charity afliſted A/- 
cione to bind .up Cleonimus his wounds, and being deſirous to get him remov*'d from 
the place where he lay, roſe up to look for ſome body to help him in that intention ; bur 
ſcarce had he gone half a dozen ſteps, . when paſling by A4ſtiages, he by ſome groans he 
heard, perceiv'd he was not-yet quite dead ; this knowledg made him go nearer ro him, 
and Aftiages, who was drawing to his end,liftirig up his eyes with much ado, Whoſoever 
thouart (aid he, with a feeble voice) whether Friend or Enemy, for Gods ſake let me 
once again ſee thoſe LadiesI have ſo much offended, that before I dye 1 may ask:them 
pardon for the injuries I have done them. Demetrius, who of all men living was moſt, 
ſenſible of pity, was touched with Aſtiages his words, and returning to the Princeſs Bey: 
renice, beſought her to grant him the favour he defir'd.. Berenice, who was all goodneſs, 
and who even in another condition - would not have refuſed pardon tothe moſt cruel of 
her enemies, roſe from the ground where ſhe was fitting, and Alcione quite mollified 
with Aſtiages his repentance, would haverfollowed her, but that ſhe durſt not forſake 
Cleonimus, who was in little better taſe than Aftiager, Heſoon perceiv'd it, and not be- 
ing willing to rob his enemy of that laſt ſatisfaftion, Go Madam, I beſcech you (faid, 
he) be generous to the very utmoit, and in granting Aftiages the pardon he defires of 
you, obtain that which Cleonimws defires of him; if it had pleaſed the gods togive his 
crimes a lefſer puniſhment than death, I ſhould have been very well contented with ic , 
and becauſe he is penitent, and that he is Theanders brother, I could have wifh'd their 
« Juſtice had made uſe of another hand. Theſe words oblig”d Al-ione to, leave Clranimus 
for ſome few moments, leaning againſt the foot of an Oak,  avd drawing ; near Aſtzages 
with Berenice, ſhe found him in- the very pangs of death : yet had he time to ask them 
pardon for what he had done againſt them, with ſo great teſtimonies of repentance, 
that thoſe generous perſons forgot all their injuries in a moment,and were very ſorry for 
his misfortune ; but when he had learred it was by Cleonimus his ſword the gods had 
ſent him the recompence of his crimes, he lift up his hands and eyes to heaven, and 
ſtruggling againſt his weakneſs, O you revenging divinitics (cried he) how admirable 
NN Jargon and how well do you teach mortals by my example, that it is im- 
poſlible to ſave themſelves from you ! \Cleanimus, whoſe lifeT have affaulted, and whoſe 
virtueI have perſecuted by my treacheries and -qglumnies, comes into the world again 
for noother cad but to execute your juſt decree Ind you have reſery'd the puniſhmens 
of falſe Aſtiages to Cleonimus alone,whereas you might have brought it upon him a thou- 
other ways. After theſe words, turning his looks upon Alcione, Alczone (faid he) for 
I dare not tall you Siſter, fince by my treacherics I ſo unworthily have violated our Alli» 
Qqq ance, 
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ance, if my repentance had been but ſome few moments before my puniſhment, I would 


have offered it toyou for ſome part of the ſatisfaftion I ow' unto Theanders blood : but 
finec it comes fo late, I can hope for no pardon of my infideliries from you, nor from my 
brothers Ghoſt, no nor from the gods themſelves ; 1 dye therefore with an acknowledg. 
ment that I have deſerv'd it, and that 1 was the wickedſ of all men living to' c 
ſuch virtuous, ſuch innocent perſons, as Alcione: and Cleonimus , F give my life to both 
for the reparation I ow them,and if by the loſs of my blood, I can waſh ont of my memo. 
any part of thoſe ſpots wherewith it is ſtain'd by the blood of Theander,1 thall depart 
the world without complaining of my deſtiny, As he made an end of theſe words, he 
was taken with Convultions, -wherein he died happy in the end of his life, thathe wes 
pitied by thoſe, who of all the perſons of the world, had greateſt reaſon rodeteſthim, 
Alcione without doubt would have ftaid longer by him, if the remembrance of Cleo. 
nimus had not pull'd her away, but ſhe was hardly come back to him again, when ſhe 
ſaw certain ſouldjers, whom : Demetrius had calkd, and who having from him learn'd 
the need there was of their afliſtance,offer'd themſelves willingly ro carry Cleonimus unto 
Polemory's howlſe',” and preſently going about that office , lifred him cafily from the 
place where he lay, and took a path which was not unknown to Alcioze, As long as 
they were upon the way ſhe kept cloſe to Cleapimw, with ſuch a tender prelling care, 
as made the Princeſs Berevice know, it was not without ſome appearance of Reaſon, that 
ſhe had formerly been ſuſpeted to have had a particular affeQion to him. Demetrius 
went by the Princeſs Berenice ; bat none of them would get on horſe-back, becauſe they 
had fo little a way to go. Demetrius confidered Berenice's beauty with an aſtoniſhment, 
which was cafic tobe obſerv'd in his face, and though he had ſeen the rareſt in the world, 
ſcarce could he call any thing to mind that was equal to it. He diſcourſed with her a 
while in thoſe terms of civility hich he uſed generally to thoſe of her (ex, but as ſoon as 
he heard by Alcione that ſhe was the Princeſs of Scytbie, and the ſiſter of great Oroon- 
dates, he caſt himſelf at her feer, and with profound ſubmiſſion, begg'd pardon for thoſe 
faults, which his ignorance had made him to commit. : Berenice abuſed not his humilicy, 
but with a graceful ſweetneſs, which were inſeparable from her words and ations, ex- 
her acknowledgments to him, and made him quickly ſee ſhe was worthy tobe 
fiſter to ſach a brother as Oroomdates, With theſe entertainments they arriv'd at Fole- 
#nons houſe, where, while Alcione takes care to get Clecnimus drefied and laid to bed, 
and while her whole family was afic&ionately joy'd at her return, that of the Princeſs of 
Scythis, being heard by the Ladies that were in the houſe, they came all to wait up on her, 
and with admiration beholding the fiſter of a man, whoſe virtue they ever adored, and 
whoſe perſon they infinitely efteem'd, they found in hers as great occaſions of aſtoniſh- 
ment, as in that of the Prince her brother, Apamia, Arſinoe, C leone, and the reſt, kiſ- 
ſed her hands with exceeding great reſpe&t, and ſhe repaid their civilities with ſuchan 
obliging affabiliry, as was wont to win the hearts of the moſt inſenfible perſons. Aﬀer 
ſome ſhore Complements, fhe inquired for the Prince her brother, and hearing that he 
was well, and that they belicv'd he was in his Tent, ſhe, moſt joyful of that news, in- 
treated the Princefles to excuſe the power of her love, which pulPd them from her, and . 
her from them for a while,to vifit that dear brother ; but they offer'd to keep her compa- 
ny,and (fo all of them going out of Polemon*s houſe, went together to Oroondates his Tent. 


The end of the Fifth Book. 
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N the mean time, Queen Thaleſtris was gone out of the Camp, with a delire 
- to retire from all manner of company as much as poſlibly ſhe could, and ſuf- 

fering her ſelf to be guided by her cruel paſlion, ſhe ſought out the wildeſt, 

and moſt ſolitary places, to entertain it, Never was foul ſo violently agitated 

with ſpite and anger, nor ever did the ſenſe of any injury inſpire ſuch bloody 

Reſolutions ; all her firmneſs of mind, and all her ordinary moderation va» 
niſh'd before thoſe cruel Enemies of her Repoſe, and the Bacchides inſtigated by the 
fury of their god, never in their Orgyes appear'd more fierce than ſhe, nor more tran- 
ſported. If formerly ſhe ſought for Orontes to puniſh him as a faithleG Lover, ſhe 
now runs on to kill him as a Traytor, obſtinate in his Treaſen ; and in the imperuous 
motions of her hatred, ſhe judges the molt cruel deaths too cafie, and too light for her 
fatisfation. Medea, after the ingratitude of her difloyal Husband was not fo furious, 
nor eager to take Revenge, and all that ſhe executed againſt him, ſeem'd mild, and in- 
dulgent, tothe vindicative Amazon. I will invent (faid the) new kinds of puniſhments, 
that ſhall be as ftrange as thy perfidiouſneſs; and the rage into which thou h:{ caſt me, 
will make me ſtudy out new torments for thee ; *ewill be but a ſmall mattcr to tcar that 
faithleſs heart out of its place, after having ſtabb'd ic with a thouſand blows, and to give 
that body for a prey to Vultures, which lodges ſuch a baſe difloyal foul; I will prepare 
for thee, O Tyger, I will prepare ſomthing of greater cruelty, and thou ſhalt know at 
the laſt groans of thy wretched life, that deſpair can teach even the yentlc{t natures in- 
humanity, She was talking thus unto her ſelf, when her horſe, to whum his Miftrefles 
deep thoughts had given a more than uſual liberty, carried her inro a very ; leafant Val- 
ley ; ſhe for a while followed the bank of a little brook, which glided along upon cer= 
tain ſmall ſtones with a delightful murmur, and was inſenhibly led by ſome fpirir to- 
wards a fountain, from whence it took its ſource. She was come reaſonable near it, when 
lifting up her head without deſign, ſhe ſaw a brave black horſe tryed to a tree, anda 
large ſhield hanging by upon one of the branches. The Amazon had not much curioſi- 
Ys yet paſſing near the tree, ſhe could nat chuſe but caſt her eye upon the ſhield ; at 

rſt ſhe believ'd that her imagination deceiv'd her ſenſes, but having fixed her light very 
heedfully upon it, ſhe no longer could doubt but that it was really that terrible impreſs 
of the Heart torn in pieces by Vultures, nor make any queſtion but that it was the ſame 
ſhield which ſhe thrice already had ſeen born by the hand of the faithlefs Orontes, Ar 
this aſſurance ſhe made a ſudden ſtop, like ſome young, ſhepherd that had croden upon 
an Adder in the graſs, and looking in an cxtream trouble round about her, ſhe ſaw the 
Maſter of the Horſe and Shield lying aflcep by the fide of the Fountain, Theninſtantly 
a cold ſweat with a general ſhivering ſeizzd upon her whole body, and the greatneſs of 
her ſurpriſe was ſuch as hardly left her any ſenſe or underſtanding; the bridle dropp'd our 
of her hand, and ſhe ſcarce had ſtrength enough to keep her (elf in the ſaddle. That he 
mipht take breath more freely in his {leep, he had put up the Beaver of his Cask, and 
the diftance was not ſo great but that Thaleſtris quickly knew a face the air - whereof 
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was ever. preſent. to her fancy, what were then the firſt thoughts of this furjous- Prin- 
ceſs, and what ſtrange mations were ftirred up in her heart by this encounter, ſounex- 
d and ſo ardent]y defired ! ſhe would have been very mnch puzled to eee them 

r ſelf, and her aftoniſhment had brought her to ſuch a paſs, as deprived both her 
mind and body of their ordinary fun&tions. At laſt the force of her courage diſperſed 
theſe weakneſſes, and anger ſucceeded in the room of that perplexity, which ſeemed to 
have abſolutely poſlefled her ſoul z ſhe now beheld Orentes with an eyc {parklipgwich 
rage and. wrath,and nofonger doubted bur that the gods, to perform their profniſe, had 
delivered him up to her reſenements ; nay, thar negle& they teſtified of his life, made her 
believe they had ſentenc'd him to death cthemſelves;and in that thought cafting a look to- 
ward heaven, I were unjuſt, great gods(faid ſhe)it I ſhould now complain of you, and if 1 
ſhould not acknowledg how exaftly you have kept your word. Þ bs god of Hoſe 
pitality, and thou great deity of Love,whom this craytor hath ſo unworthily abuſed, re- 
ceive the vitim which now I offer to your ſatisfaftiom. The ſpeaking of theſe words, 
the drawing of her ſword, and the leaping from her horſe were all but the ſame a&ion in 
Thaleftris , ſhe baniſhed all her tendernefles, and all her apprehenfions, and with an 
eye which ſpoke the deed ſhe was going about,ſtept forward ro poor Orontes, who deep- 
ly buried in fleep, waited for his deſtiny without refiſtance ; ſee, there thoulieſt, Oe, 
nerous man (ſaid ſhe, darting a fiery look at him) thou lieſt expoſed ro the mercy of this 
woman whom thou doft difdain ; and lifting up her arms,yſhe was ready without dovbr 
to have given him a mortal ſtroke, when ſome good angel ftaid her hand, and in that 
very moment repreſented to her, that without an eternal infamy, ſhe could nor take 
away the life of one afleep. Wilr thou, O Thaleftris (faid that charitable Genius) wilt 
thou diſhoncur thy ſelf by a baſenefs that never had example, and canſt thou not kill 
thine enemy without joyning ſhame to thy revenge ? waken, waken this difloyal man, 
the vitory over him is certain, and thy ftrength is not ſo unequal to his, but that 
with the juſtice which thou haſt on thy fide, thou mayeſt confidently hope for a favou- 
rable iſſue of the Combat. With thi: thought ſhe was going to have waken'd him, but 


preſently another came into her mind, which made her change her reſolution. If thou 


awaken'ſ him (faid ſhe) and if thou giveſt him time to pur himſelf in a os of de- 
t-1 


fence, hee'l flye from thee'as he has done twice already, and fo thou wilt -loſe this oc- 
caſion of revenging thy ſelf, which perhaps thou mayeft never recover while thou liveſt; 
befides, theſe conſiderations of honour are no longer ſeaſonable, or needeſt thou ftick 
at them for anenemy of this nature, This Traytor has ſtifled them al! in kis perfidiouſ- 
neſs ; and by thoſe injuries he hath done thee, he has violated all manner of rights, 
and all the moſt holy and facred laws whatſoever ; Waken nothing therefore, O Thale- 
ftris, but thy juſt indignation, and lay this Traytor in an everlaſting fleep, She then 
was lifting up her ſword again, but at the ſame time ſhe heard Orentes ſigh, and caſting 
her cye upon his face, ſhe ſaw ſome tears find paſſage between his cloſed eye-lids, and 
heard him mutter ſomthing in his ſleep ; Leave me(faid he) leave me, inconſtant wo- 
man. At theſe words —_— with a mournful voice, the Queens ſword fell out 
of her hand, and her reſolution was a little ſtartled +: then ſhe look'd upon his face a lit- 
tle more carneftly than ſhe had done before, and obſerved in it all the features of her 
lovely and dearly loved Orith:: ; that remembrance wrought a ſtrange violence upon her 
reſentments, and in part abated the fiercenefs of her animofity. All the moſt winning 
ations that Orithia had done for her in her whole life, thoſe tender proofs of love ſhe 
had given her both before and after her diſcovery,as well by words accompanied with an 
unrefiftab'e grace, as by moſt admirable deeds performed in favour of her, came at 
that time thronging into her memory ;! ſhe repreſented to her ſelf her lovely impoſture 

the walls of Phriney, and in the Chamber where ſhe had ſlain Zeobarzanes, the 
fancied her in thoſe diſcourſes fo full of love, and in thoſe ſweet converſations fhe had 
formerly had with her,and when that whole Idea was perfe&ly return'd irito her mind; 
Now, fince it is my dear Orithia (faid ſhe) ſo lovely, and fo tenderly beloved, canl be 
able to take away her life ? Ah! no my hand, thruft rather this revenging Stecl into 
minc own breaft, than intothe bofom of my ſweet Orithia ; there thou mayeft find her 


Rl! as faichlcf as the is,and ris there only that thou ought'ft to give her a moreal firoke; 
4” 


UMI 


Book: VI. GCASSAN DRA. 489 
Thalefiria ſhall never kill Orithia wich any other kind of wound ; and if ſhe be guilty of 


any infidelity towards her, ſhe ought to puniſh her ſelf alone, for not baving been love= 
ly cnough to oblige her to an eternal c 3 let my Orithia live then, fince T bates 


ftris is uncapable of giving her her death ; and let only Thaleftri die, fince ſhe has nov 


been able to deſerve Orithis's fidelity. 'Thaleftris continued a while in thete comrallio« 
nate motions ; bur if the remembrance of Orontes his firſt a&ions mollified. her, that of 
his laſt, kindled her anger with a greater violence, and made all thoſe thoughts of love 
and pity vaniſh. Ah! Cowardly Thalcfvris,(faid ſheagain) by what unworthy mo- 
tives doſt thou ſuffer thy (elf ro be tranſported ? and what a meanneſs is this of thine; to 
call any thing ro mind,that can ſpeak to thee in favour of this Monſter of perfidiouſnefs? 
This Orithia whom thou excuſeſt,and whom thou repreſenteſt unto thy Cf gil amiable, 
is that ſarne Orontes, who after having abandoned thee to deſpair, diſdains thee,and flies 
thee with contempt and with indignity, and who even in his very fleep can utter no- 
thing of thee but injurious ſpeeches ;*tis therefore that ſame Orontes that muſt die ; but 
I will not ſaffer his ſleep to rob me of part of my revenge, I mean he ſhall feel the death 
that I will give him, and the laſt minates of his lite ſhall be imployed in hearing my laſt 
reproaches, Sheſerled in this final derermination, and for fear Orontes fhould ger away 
as he had done before, ſhe ſtepr to the horſe, and cutting the reins ot his bridle, rurned 
him looſe, and fo deprived his Maſter of the means to make uſe of him. Afﬀeer this pre- 
caution, ſhe came back to him, and ipeaking aloud to waken him, Riſe (faid ſhe) Oron- 
tes, bur riſe to die, The ſudden noiſe of theſe words waken'd Orentes in a ſtart, and 


| lifring up his head, he ſaw one ſtanding by him with a ſword drawn,and in a threarning 


poſture. The apprehenſion he had of ſo nnexpetted a fight, made him ger up haſtily, 
and pulling our his ſword to defend himſelt againſt that Enemy, Whoſoever thou art 
(aid he) perchance thou haſt waken'd me to thine own deftru&ion ; but ſcarce bad he 
caſt hiscyecs upon Thaleſtris,when he knew her,the beaver of her Cask being half way up: 
This unlucky encounter troubled him exceedingly,and letting fall the point of his ſword, 
he retired three or four ſtepsin haſte, crying out, Wile thou.torment me for cver, wo- 
man, whom I abhor a thouſand times'more then death ? I will never ceaſe to torment 
thee (replied the Queen) till thou ceaſeſt tolive, and the end of thy torments is now 
come with the end of thy life. She'accompanied theſe with a blow, which Orontzes 
warded with his (word, and flying at himt witha blind impetuouſncſs, forced him to 
ſcek his ſafery among certain trees. Defend thy (elf, baſe Coward (cried ſhe) and think 
not [ will take thy flight to proceed from any remainder of reſpe& to mezthy treachery, 
and unworthy uſage are a thouſand times more cruel then any refiftance thou couldft 
make, and though thy ſword ſhould cut one trom the world, *twould only finiſh what 
thy perfidio"ſmeſs hath ſhamefully begun. As ſhe ſpoke theſe words, ſhe ran headlong af- 
ter him among the trees, with ſo much fury and ſuddennefs, that ſhe reduc'd him toa ne- 
ceſſity of either ſtanding upon his defence, or letting himſelt be kill'd. How great ſoever 
his hatred was to Thaleſtris, he could never refolve to lift his hand againſt herzand being 
weary of flying ſo long to fave a life which he no longer'car'd for, he made a firm ftop, 
and preſenting his breaſt to rhe furious Queen, Strike cruel woman (faid he) ſtrike the 
heart which I had blindly given, and fince thou .art fo extreamly thirſty of this blood 
which 1 ſo often have ſhed for thee, tak,take this life which by thy ſhameleſs infidelicies 
thou haſt made more odious to me,then that death thou ftriveſt to give me; I meet with 
no new thing in this thy cruelty,nor ought I to think it ſtrange that thon wouldſt drive 
me out of the world, after having forſaken me with ſo much baſeneſs, and with fo much 
infamy. This ſoul, which thou ſo obſtinately endeavour to baniſh from this body,will 
depart from it nnſtain'd $& clear of thoſe infidelities thon upbraid'ſt me with:and thine, 
after having died it ſelf quite black by the moſt ignomnious of all crimes, can add no- 
thing to its foulneſs by cruelty and murther. Do not remember I am that Orontesr, who 
gave himſelf to thee with ſo perfe& a reſignation, and to-whom thou did promiſe thy 
ſelfentirely with ſo many oaths, and ſo many proteſtations ; but look upon me as Oron- 
ter abſolurely changed, and as an Orontes, who not being able to baniſh: thee our of his 
memory, keeps thee there for no other end but to hate and deteſt thee: I could defend 
my life thee, if thou hadſt lefe me any love of it z and this negleR I ſhew- of my 
own 
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own ſafety, comes neither from the love formerly bore thee, nor from dhy{conſfidera« 
tion I have of thy ſex, but meerly out of contempt of that which thou woutldftitake a= 
way. Orentes had all the liberty he could:defire to proſecute his diſcourſe ; for from the 
time he'began it, the Queen was in a manner ſtrucken with his words, and;had hear- 
ken'd to them without interrupting him ſo muth as by the leaſt motion of her. þody. In 
this diſcourſe, as bitter and violent as it was, he with ſome tenderneſs heard the tone of - 
her Orithia's voice, and even in the midſt of his moſt ſharp and fiinging werds, there 
reſounded ſomething ſo ſweet, and fo effeftually moving, that ſhe could not þe Miſtriſs 
of that compaſſion which fought in her heart againſt her cruel reſolations ;' yet found 
ſhe, to the aggravation of her ſorrow, how firmly. Orontes perſiſted in hating, and 
abuſing her with Reproaches full of indignity ; and this affurance kindled her anger 
afreſh, which before was a little abated, and ſtirr'd up her defires of rg ena Vio- 
lently then ever; ſhe waver'd yet a while in theſe irreſolutions, and -p&chance at laſt 
they would have been fatal to poor Orontes, if they had not heard a noiſe of 'Horles, 
at which looking about they ſaw themſelves invironed by Prince Ororndates, Lyſima. 
chus, Prolomews, and Hippolita, ' Oroondatts inſtantly ſeiz'd 'upon the Queen's ſword, 
and having eaſily taken it away by reaſon of the trouble he found her in, he caſt his eyes 
upon Orontes, whoſe face he preſently knew in ſpite of a ten years abſence; ' not but 
that time and his diſcontents had made a great deal] of alteration in it, bug his being in 
that Country which he had heard, his arms which had been deſcrib'd to him, and the 
fight of this adventure put him clearly out of doubt. His affeftion began to work 
ſtrongly in him at the enccunter of that Prince whom he had ſo dearly lov'd, and not 
being able to difſemble ic, Pardon me Madam (faid he tothe Queen) if I cannot for- 
bear £o imbrace your Enemy, and believe that the gods have brought me hither to make 
him loſe that name and quality. With theſe words he diſcover'd his face,- and running 
to Orontes, he imbraced him with great demonſtrations of friendſhip ; Orontes return'd 
his kindnefſes with ome amazement, but when he had fix'd his eyes upon his face, and 
that he had a little recovered the features which time had almoſt worn out of his remem» 
brance, his aſtoniſhment was beyand compariſon, and retiring a ſtep or two to clear 
hi doubt, Sir (faid he) is it you'? Yes Coulin, (anſwered thePrince) doubt no longer of 
it, I am Oroondates, He had hardly got gut theſe words,when Orontes would have caſt 
himſelf at his feet ; but the Prince took him faſt about the middle ro hinder him, and 
redoubled his indearments with much affetion. Orontes receiv'd them with an humble 
reſpe&, and when he was got looſe from his jmbraces, aud that he was preparing to ex- 
preſs the joy he felt for having met him, Oroondatgs drew back, and put on a more ſe- 
rious countenance : Couſin (faid he) let us defer this converſation which is not ſeaſonable 
in the condition I found you in,and in the preſence of this Queen with whom you have 
matters of greater importance. I have given theſe firſt teſtimonics of my friendſhip to 
your merit, to our near affinity, and tothe breeding we had together, but now I mult 
ſpeak to you as I am oblig'd by my duty,by my promiſe. & by the care ] have of your re- 
ſc,and of your honor itſelf. This fairQueen,at my moſt humble requeſt, will moderate 
or a while thoſe juſt reſentments ſhe has againſt you, and I will proteſt to her yet once 
again in your preſence, that if in your infidel'ty you havenot been betray'd yourſelf, I 
cannot chuſe but be your Enemy. In ſhort Orontes, your perfidiouſnels ought to arm 
all the beſt friends, and all the neareſt kindred you have in the world againſt you; and 
unleſs I will declare my ſelf for your crime, I can no longer keep within the terras of our 
ancient friendſhip. If I loſe:your friendſhip (reply'd Orontes briskly) the loſs will be 
more ſenſible to me, then all thoſe I have ſuſtain'd fince that of this ingrateful woman's 
affetion ; but though with it I ſhould alſo loſe my life, which ihe proſecutes with fo 
much hatred, I cannot repent my. having abandon'd her, when ſhe abandon'd herſcli fo 
lighely as ſhe did ; and I rather think it ftrange that you ſhould diſapprove my indigna- 
tion,fince loving, virtue as you do, it is impoſhible you ſhould approve the pos of it, and 
that you fhould preſerve ſo much as an eſteem of her whoſe defenceyou undertake againſt 
him that has the honor to be nearly ally'd to you.T lov'd her but too faithfully,$ too re- 
ligioaſly; and; would it had pleaſed the gods that the firft moment of my love had been 
the laſt mement of my life, I for her had loſt the remembrance of all that 1 had formerly 
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loy'd, and even of my very ſelf; ſhe was endebted to me for her liberty, bar life, ber hq- 
nour, and I fkould no way injure modefty, if I ſhould (ay I had deſerved her afteRion'3 
nay, ſhe had given it me in appearance : and when with ſome kind of juſtice: hoped for 
the utmolt proof of ir, this ungrateful woman, to the —_— my lervices,- berrayes 
her ſelf unworthily to betray me, and precipitates her (elf into diſhonour, that ſhe mighs 
precipitate me into deſpair : what would the therefore have of me now, and what is tha 
cauſe of that hatred, which nothing but my death can fatisfic ? did 1I ever troul le her in 
her new affe&ions ? did I oppoſe the contentment ſhe received thereby, and have 
mortally offended her by ſeeking that repoſe in baniſhment, which ſhe had robb\d me 
of forever? ſhe requires my bloud ; Ah / I would it pleated the gods (continued he, 
turning toward the Queen ) I would it pleaſed the gods, O inhumane; Thaleftris, 
that thou hadſt ſhed it ro the very laſt drop, and that that were the moſt ſenhible 
m_ [ have receiv'd from thee ; aficr my former lofles; that is but little to be conſi- 
dered ; and thou mayeſtnow give thy (elt a liberty, O barbarous woman, to exerciſe 
thy utmoſt cruelties, for they will al be gentle in compariſon of thoſe thou haſt uſed 
againſt me already. Orontes had not conſtancy enough to utter theſe-Jalt. words, 
without letting fall a ſhower of tears, nor had the Queen patience enough to hear them 
without interrupting him. Come, tell us Traytor (cried ſhe) tell us what is that cruelty, 
and that infidelity I have ſhewed thee ? letthefe Princes know who hear us, and whom 
the gods have ſent as judges of our differences, by which of my ations have E been able 
to deſerve this uſage thou offercſt toa Queen, who had committed no ether fault 
but that ſhe had given thee her heart too catily. Diſcover here before the face of heaven, 
thoſe ſhames and thoſe infamies wherewith thou haſt reproached me beth in thy lerter, 
and in thy diſcourſe z and no longer ſpare this woman, who by the lefs of her honour 
has made her ſelf — of thy aff<&ions, and will live no longer after the knowledg 
of thy calumnies. If thy _ (replied Orontes) proceed from the death of Alexander, 
I proteſt to thee by all the gods, that I contributed nothing rowards it ; and that if thou 
badſt Iyen whole ages in his arms, would never kave come to pull thee thence. Thar gal- 
lant voyage thou tookeſt to him,to renew that ignominious cuſtom thou oughteſt ro have 
aboliſhed in favour of me, and to beg an inheritrix for thy Crown, before he had any 
affeQion to thee; that voyage, I ſay, which was the Tomb of thy reputation, was made 
woo publickly, to eſcape the knowledg of ſuch an interefled Lover as Orontes : and how 
brave a man ſoever that Alex.nder was, to whom thou madeſt that glorious preſent, and 
that ſhameful requeſt, the greatneſs of his fortune ought not to have raiſed him in th 
heart above Orontes : if he had ſerved thee, if he had lov'd thee, nay, if he had but ſo 
much as known thee, thy lightneſs would have been more excuſcable ; 'f he had 
come to ſeek thee in thine own Countrey, it he had wooed thee , it he had made 
ſate for that he had of thee, thy crime would have been 1G horrible ; but when 
he never ſo much as thought of thee , to croſs through ſpacious Provinces to go 
to him, to become a Peritioner, and to embrace his knees to proffer him that which 
with juſtice thou mighteſt have refuſed him, though he had ſpent his whole life in thy 
ſervice; doeſt thou believe, Thalcitris, that theſe are light cauſes of afflition, and in» 
conſiderable injuries to Orontes * He would without doubr have enlarged himſelf u 
this inveRive,if from the beginning Thaleftrs had not grown pale, and if within a while 
after ſhe had not fallen in a ſ\wound into Lyſimachus his arms, * Theſe words of Orontes 
were ſo cruel to her, that ſhe wa* not able to hear them without fainting, and the Frin- 
ces were ſo ſenfibly troubled ar it, that they could not but behold Orontes with an ac- 
cufing eye, While Hippolyta took off her arms, they ran to the fount-in to give her 
help;and Orontes, who as jealous and as angry as he was, was yet tainted with a wound, 
whereof he had no hope he ſhould be ever cured, was ſo ſtrucken at that accidenr, that 
he had neither confidence nor firength to go nearer to her : butturning his looks ande 
ther way, he leaned his head againſt a tree, the bark whereof he waſhed with his rears 
unto the very foot, At laſt, the Queen came to her ſe]f again, and being a lirtle recovered 
by Hippolyta's care of her, ſhe ſought Orontes with her eye ; and freaking with a; more 
| (erled tune than before, You had reaſon (ſaid ſhe) Orontes, you had reaſon toſorſake 
me, if your ſuſpicions be juft, and after this infamy you reproach me with, I'am'indeed 
unWwor- 
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unworthy: beth of your love, and of your eſteem ; but if you had lov'd me, and if in 
the converſation we had together, you found my heart no' way enclin'd to ſuch a baſe. 
neſs, you ought to have ſought for more manifeſt proofs, before you had come to ſach 
anextremity. I will not endeavour to put yon out of the cruel opinion you have of me; 
you do not deſerve that I ſhould go about to te my ſelf ro you, the baſeſt, and moſt 
Megrateful of all men living ; neither will I iffvoke the gods, or call the teſtimony of men 
to clear me before you ; bat for the repoſe of my own conſcience, and the preſervation 
of my honour, .it Gfiices that there are no witneſſes can prove my crimes, and that my 
Innocence hath ſo many, and thoſe ſuch eminent perſons, that their Authority may ſer. 
tle the belief of it through the whole world, Orontes half-perſwaded of the Queens in- 
nocence both by her words and aQtions, upon which he began to refle&, was giving at- 
tentive car to her diſcourſe, when it was interrupted by Ptolomews. If your complaints 
ainſt this vertuous Queen (ſaid he) have no other reaſon than that you have mention. 
ed, they are very unjuſt, and very ill grounded, and I (with a thouſand other wit. 
nefſes more worthy of credit, than I perchance may be in your opinion) can proteit to 
you before all the gods, that he is innocent of thoſe faults you lay upon her: if her co. 
ming to our Army was ill-interpreted by common Souldiers, and by thoſe: who never 
came near the Kings perſon, all the Princes, and all the Commanders of note, knew the 
true cauſe of it, and can affuredly teſtifie, that ſhe never had a moment of private con. 
verſation with Alexander ; during all the day-time they never talked regether, bur in 
the fight of a thouſand perſons; and for the night, it will be cafie for me to prove, that 
by reaſon of ſome difftidence the King about that time had of ſome about him, Hepheſtion, 
Perdiccas, Craterus, Leonatus, and my {elf lay in his Chamber every night. Thi eruth js 
not unknown to any of :hoſe that were with Alexander at that time, and becauſe you 
may fear that the conlideration I have of Thaleſtris, might make me ſpeak an untruth in 
her favour, atk Perdiccas, or ask Leonatus, whoare of your own party, and whoſe report 
cannot be ſuſpefted of partiality. No Orontes (added the Queen) ask no body con- 
cerning a thing where you no longer have any intereſt , live {till in your opinion, and let 
me alone in mine, which is, that no man inthe world is ſo unworthy as your ſelf of thoſe 
favours you have received from me ; Iwiſh I could redeem them with my blood, and 
though they never paſſed the bounds of decency, yerare they very much to be blamed, 
becauſe I granted them to ſo baſe, and ſo ingrateful a man ; caſt away the remembrance 
of them, as I caſt away the dehgn of aſſaulting a life, which tro my ſhame was heretofore 
more dear to me than mine own now you neither deſerve my hatred nor my love, and 
my heart ſhall never more be capable of any thing towards you bur of indifferency, or 
aller ; you may live far from me in a repoſe, which I ſhall never go to trouble, in your 
territories ; and provided I neverſee you, I ſhall fo little preſerve the remembrance of 
you, that 1 ſhall ſcarce retain any memory of having ever known you in my life. This 
alteration of ſtyle and humour in Thaleftrzx, who from her firſt violences was ſo quickly 
fallen into ſo great a coldneſs, ſtruck the Prince of the Maſſageres tothe very heart, and 
wrought an effe& upon him, which could not ſo ſuddenly have been hoped fur ; he by 
the Queens ſwouning had already found how deeply his reproaches had touch'd her by 
the report of Ptolomexs, the certainty whereof was ſo calily to be known of Perdiccss 
and Leonetxs, he had continued to perſwade himſelf of her innocence, and by this ſud- 
den calmneſs of her mind, which paſſed in a moment from her former impetuouſneſe, ro 
fo great a moderation, he conjeftured the quietne(s of her conſcience. All theſe things 
drew him out of his errour, and left him not the leaſt ſuſpicion of Thaleftris*s vertue 
and fidelity, He began to open his eyes asa perſon that had been long in blindnef, and 
toacknowledg with how much cruelty and injuſtice he had flandered that Princeſs ; yet 
'that knowledg ſetled not it ſelf with any joy in his heart, bur ſo violent a grief ſucceeded 
-his Jealouſie, as preſently gave birth to none but faral deſigns. What (cried he, after a 
long falence) is it true then, that Thaleſftris is innocent, and that Orontes is a flanderer 
anda Traytor 2 He made a ſtop at theſe words, rouling a thouſand furious imaginati- 
ons in'hishead ;' but when he perceived that Thaleſtris,after having told him her final re- 
Tolution; was going to take horſe toride away, he went toward her, croſfing his arms 
upon his breaſt, his cyes fixt upon the ground, not daring to lift them up unto bat oa, 
pac tnoug 
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though drown'd in tears of repentance, and having by a beſeeching geſture conjor'd 04 
roondates to obtain him audience but for one minute, Madam(faid he)1 received not theſe 
impreſſions which have been fo deſtruftive of my repoſe, and of your reputatjon,rill they' 
were given me by a whole Army of your women, which I commanded inC eppadocid, 
and who told me that fatal new:, as an adventure which you were willing to publiſh ro' * 
the whole world ; it was confirmed to me afterwards by whole Provinces, and if I was 
not (ollicitous to get a more certain knowledg from perſons better informed, 'wwas 
becauſe | avoided all occaltons of receiving further confirmation of a misfortune which I. 
no longer doubted of. This belief has made me commit faults, the ftain whereofall my 
blood is not able to waſh away, and I acknowledg now that I am a thouſand times more: 
ingrateful, and a thouſand times more guilty than you can tancy me to be ; nor will 
[ go about to juſtifie my ſelf to you, for as I acknowledg that my offences are beyond 
clemency, and beyond all goodneſ, I alſo am not ignorant chat they require ocher 
manner of reparations than words and repentance. Only, Ma-lam, it the remembrance 
of Orithia can yet have any credit with you, do me the favour to believe, thac Oromes 
hath never ceaſed to love you,and that a* much blinded, & a« much bufied beſide himſelf 
as he hath been, he hath ever burned for you, with a fire, which neither his rage nor his 
jealoufic hath bcen able to extinguiſh, This is a truth that Ijwill tign ro you with all the 
blood in my veins, which with my whole heart and all my hngkes never was, nor ne- 
ver can be any bedies but yours, I am moſt worthy both of that banithment you ordain 
me, and of that ſcorn you threaten me withall, and I would refulve to ſuffer beth, ras 
ther than ever trouble your repuſe ; but becauſe my patt aflitions have weakned my 
courage, you will give me leave by one and the ſame way to free-my' (elf trom thoſe chat 
are like to come upon me, and to fatisfie you for the crimes I have commited , 1 
may much more handſcmely beg your pardon by dying, than by expreflin» my grief 
barely in words z and fince it is impoſlible for me to recover in” your eſteem chat inno- 
cence I haveloſt, perchan-: my blood may obtain that of you, which can be due eo no 
other effe& of my repentance, Receive this fatisfaQtion then, and ceaſe to hate me; 1 
were unj'ſt if I ſhould ack more, and 1 now neither pretend to tears of love, no'nor 
to tears of meer compaſſion : Neither do you receive any new thine of me in this life 1 
ive you, for inthe loſs of it I only find this difference, that what in former times I 
d have done out of exceſs of love, I do now for the reparation of my erimes. As 
he ended theſe words, he drew his ſword, and was going to run upon the point of 'ir, if 
Orrendates, who ſtood cloſe by him, had nut embraced him fo ftronely; that *owas im- 
poſſible for him co execute his deſign; Orontes ftrugled to get out of his hands, and-Tha« 
leftris, who began to be touched with theſe marks of his repzntance, was willing to draw 
him our of bis deſpair, but yer without engaging her (elf ro parcon him; Tf Thad defired 
your death (faid ſhe) I woil4 not have given over my purpoſe of killing you; that pu- 
niſhment is too ſhort for the expiation of your offznces : Live therefore, and inftrut your 
ſelf better touching my 1iie than you have done hitherto z bit abſnt your (elf from this 
ignominious Thal«ftris, who has made her ſelf unworthy of you by her lizhe and infa- 
mous ations, She had no ſooner ſpoke theſe words but ſhe got haſtily on horſe-back, 
and without giving car to the entreaties of Oroomdares, and Lyifmacbas, gallop'd full 
ſpeed toward the Camp, and was got out of their ſight in a moment. The ſorrowful 
rontes looked after her as long as he could poſſibly ſee her, and when be could no 
longer do fo, he turned towards Oromaates to bid him. farewel. - Ordendates 'who 
loved him dearly, and who had not ſeen him of many years, would not have ter him go, 
and promiſed to make his peace if he would bur come along with him to the Camp. But 
Oronter incredulous of his promiſes, and a religious obſerver of the Nucens commanids, 
would not ſuffer bimſelf to be perſwaded, and perfiſted fo obſtinately in his defien,' that 
Oroondates, not being able to withhold him, was conſtrained to let him take his liberty, 
after having made him give his word and oath that he would not attempr any 
againſt his life ; and then'Orontes without ſtaying a minute longer ,; or offering 'the 
leaſt converſation, took his leave with a face in which his deſpair was natirally/ repre» 
ſented, and — horſe that fed at liberty, after he had tyed and mended the reins 
of his bridle as well as he could, he got up,& Gquaning with a mma” 
rr 
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nifh'd from the Princes like a flaſh of lightning. Oroondates ſeeing that end of this ad. 
venture, whereof he had hoped for a more happy ſucceſs, was exceedingly troubled at it, 
He often was npon the point of running after Orontes ; but the remembrance of his own 
misfortunes ſuſpended the motions of his charity;and the violence of his paſſions, joyn'd © 
* to the urgent neceflicy of his affairs, would nor ſuffer him ro abandon the intereſts of 
his love, of his honour,and of his revenge ; all that he could do in favour of his'kinſman 
was, to reſolve to labour for his re-eſtabliſhment with Ibaleftris, and to go away in- 
ſtantly with an intent to ſollicit her with all carneſtneſs for his pardon, Lyſimachws and 
Ptolomews approv'd his reſolution, and determin'd to ſecond him in it wich their utmoſt 
power ; Being all three got on horſe-back, they took the way that led back unto the 
Camp, and not having far thither, they arriv'd there within a little while, and went to 
alight at Oroondates his Tenr. | 

- The fair Princeſs Berenice,followed by a great troop of Ladies, was come thither alrea. 
dy, and Thaleſtris who had heard of her being return'd, was run thicher with ſuch a joy, 
as ſeemed to have baniſh'd part of her afflitions out of her remembrance. Theſe two 
great Ladies, when the Princes came in to them, were employ'd in mutual endearments, 
and in giving each other proofs of a moſt ardent friendſhip. Oroondates was not a little 
ſurpriſed at the encounter of his tifter, and his love broke forth into all the expreſſions 
ſhe could defire of it ; he held her a long time in his arms, and all the moſt ſweet and 
tender marks of an affe&ion of that nature appear'd in them both even to exceſs, 
Deareſt fiſter (ſaid he, embracing her, and bedewing her face with tears of joy, which 
he mingled with thoſe ſhe (hed) have we recover'd you then? Yes, I ſee the gods are 
as exa& in performing their promiſes, as you were cruel in leaving me when I was in ſuch 
a.condition as would not ſuffer me to follow you. Sir,(replied the Princeſs) when 1 went 
away from you | meant to have ſtaid but a very little while, and if I had not loſt my li- 
berty, you had ſcen me again-within an hour after my departure ; yet the cauſe thereof 
was (6 juſt, that you wiil cafaly pardon me when I have told it you, I complain'd of it 
for ne other reaion (aid the Prince) but for the fear and trouble I ſuffer*d by your ab. 
ſence; This fair Queen (purſued he, ſhewing her Thaleftris) bore a great ſhare with me 
in my ſorrow for your loſs, and ran after you with a great deal of afte&ion, to lend you 
that affiſtance which you could not hope for from your brother. Theſe words made the 
two Princeſſes begin their kindneſſes afreſh,but they were interrupted by Lyſimachus and 
Prolomews ; who after they had a while admired the excellent beauty of Berenice, made 
their addreſſes to her, and ſaluted her with much reſpe&. Oroondates having made 
theſe two Princes known unto his fiſter, the repaid their civilities with a grace that had 
nothing common, and preſently afcer they retired to their Tents, to leave her the liberty 
of diſcourfing with her brother in particular ; the Ladies that had accompanied her, re- 
turn'd, with the ſame intent, to Polemon's houſe, and only Thaleſtris and Hippolyta ſtaid 
with her in Oro-n4ates his Tent. The Prince having cauſed himſelf to be difarm'd, re- 
ceived new embraces from his fiſter, and enquiring what had befallen her fince her de- 

arture, It is not fit (ſaid ſhe) you ſhould know my laſt adventures, before you have 
earn'd my firſt, eſpecially ſecing they have ſome dependance on them ; and fince I muſt 
give you account of thoſe accidents of my life, wherepf you are ignorant, and which are 
of much greater conſequence than the laſt,'tis beſt for me to relate them according to the 
order of time whercin they happen'd to me z this reaſon makes me forbear the telling of 
you thoſe things at firſt, the recital whereof muſt needs ſurpriſe you, and that ſurpriſe 
will be no way the lef-pleafing by making them known to you in their due place, in the 
fiory of my life; Oroondates and the Amazon Queen were cqually ſatisfied with this mo» 
tion, and being they had ardently defired the continuation of Berenice's recital, the be- 
ginning whereof had been interrupted, they prepared themſelves to hearken to her with 
a marvellous attention. Sifter (ſaid the Prince) you prevent the requeſt I was about to 
make.to you ;1aflure my ſelf it will not be tedious to this fair Queen;and I have fo great 
an intereſt in. your affairs, that it is not juſt I ſhould be ignorant of them any longer. At 
theſe words they fate downall three upon a bed, and the Princeſs of Scythia, after having 
thoughta while of what ſhe had to ſay, and endeavoured with her band to cover 2 little 
bluſhing that came'up into her face, began her diſcourſe in theſe terms, Jy 
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N the firſt ations of my life which I recoumted to you, when I 1my diſcourſe b6- 
fore, perchance you-found nothing'criminal ; but in theſe which T now am'going ' 
tell you, you will find ſomthing not altogether ſo innocent, and *tis:thagcorifeſan I mi 
make, which calls bluſhes into my cheeks, and which ſtrikes me indeed with me ſhame 
and confuſion ; not but that witha little indulgence they may be excaf&*nbr are they 
ſo black as to give you an occafion, brother, to diſown me, nor you, fair Quern,ro re= 
of that affe&ion wherewith you have honout'd me. 0d 3:2 
L have already acquainted you with the beginning of the King my fathers, love to the 
Princeſs Stratonice, and of the perſecutions I ſuffered frem troubleſom Arſatoares', | bes 
lieve you have not forgot the condition I left them in, nor that wherein I was my ſelf, by 
the vexation I received from that inſolent Prince of the ffledons, The brother and the 
liter had made a very unequal progreſs in their deſigns, and the Empire Stratonice had 
obtain'd over the King was not much leſs than my averſion to her brother, . We were 
upon theſe terms, and liv'd with very different hopes and intentions, when the No- 
mades and the Hyleans having taken up arms upon ſome ſleight prerences, roſe up in re- 
bellion againſt the King, flew all their Governors, and arming all their Forces broke out 
into an open war, and into the utmoſt extremities. The King whodelired to ſtifle thoſe 
diſorders -in their birth, ſent Theodates Prince of the S4rmares againſt them with an 
Army of thirty thonſand men, judging that ftrength ſufficient to ſtop their proceedings, 
and chaftiſe their temerity,; having a petfe& knowledg of Theodates his valour, prit- 
dence, and fidelity. Nor was he deceived in his opinion, for within a ſhort time att<r his 
departure he received news of the beginnings of his progreſs, which certified him fac 
in many enceunters the Rebels had all manner of diſadvantages, and *twas not lung be- 
fore he heard that they were abſolutely defeated in a pitcht Battel, and that the Army 
being viorious had laid fiepge already to ſome of their Towns ; bur in rhe report of 
theſe things which came to Court, they much extoll'd a certain ſtranger, who having in- 
gaged himſelf in that ſervice our of atfe&tion to Theodates, had ſhewn proofs of an ad- 
mirable valour, and had with his lingle perſon contributed more to our ſaccefſes, than 
whole Troops joyn'd together. Theodates writ of him to the King with ſuch praiſes, as 
raiſed that man above humanity, and his charaQer of him was comfirm'd by ſome Eye- 
witnefſes, who gain'd him a wondrous high place in the Kinss eſtcem. They told, how in 
the Battel he had rwice ſav'd Theo4 tes his life, and that having ſeen ſome of our Squa- 
drons give ground(which example ſtruck a fear into thoſe that follow'd them,an4 like to 
have put them in a gcneral rout) he ran to the head of them, and ſnatching the formoſt 
Standard out of his hand that carried it, ſpake to thoſe affrighted Troops with ſo much, 
eloquence and efficacy, that he got them to make a ſtand, and having re-encourag'd 
them alittle, charg'd headlong into the middeſt of their Enemics, with fo great 'valour; 
and ſucceſs, that he chang'd their fortune, and brought the viftory alone to that fide of 
the Battel, That after that important'day, Theodates acknowledgins how much he was 
indebted to him, and how great ſervice fuch a man was capable to do his Maſter, had 
given him the command of ſome of his Forces, which was void by the death of one'of 
the Principal Officers, That within ſome days after, being gone with thoſe men to'view a 
place of the Enemies, he had found it in an ill condition to make defence, and that lay= 
ing hold of that opportunity, with as much prudence as courage, he had ſtorm'd and ta- 
ken it by force with a very inconfiderable loſs; that by theſe a&ions and ſome others of 
this nature he had won ſuch a reputation among the ſouldiers, that they calPd every day 
for new occaſions to fight, provided they might be led on by Arſaces. 

At this name of Arſaces, Oroondates fightd and changed colour, but he would not in- 
terrupt his fiſters narration, which ſhe went on with, in theſe words. 

That war was ended in a ſhort time with an entire glory to Theodates, and thoſe that 
had accompanied him, 'but the valomr of Arſaces had haftned the end of itwith all the 
ſucceſs that could be defired, and we heard that the valiant ftranger, having received 
eight thouſand horſe from Thcodates, had __ the Relicks of the enemics Armies, 
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near the Lake of Buges,and had cut them in picces with a general defeat,and with a mo- 
- derate loſs on his fide. This fame of that Strangers ations made the King extreamly 
defirous to ſee him, and to tie him to his ſervice by rewards equal to his deſerts; the 
whole Court longed not much leſs to have a fight of him, and we were all Grisfied 
uickly after, when Theodazes, having (etled thoſe Provinces in good order, returned to 
He by the Kings command, and ap wa with him that gallant man who was 
o much deſired, and whoſe fame had already produced very different effeRs in the 
Court, I was with the King when Theodates came to kiſs his A and after that he 
had fhewed. bim ſuch _— were due to his quality, and the merit. of thoſe ſer- 
vices he had newly done, Theodates f apa Arſaces to him. I had caſt ryine eycs up- 
on him as ſoon as he was come into the room, and quickly found cauſe enough in his per- 
fon to fix them there without looking upon ather objeRs; 1 confeſs I was ſurpriſed at 
his graceful faſbion, and tha if the Idea of the Prince my brother had not been preſent 
to my remembrance, I ſhould have believed I had never (cen any body in the world 
that could diſpute that advantage wich him, His ſtature was little differene from yours, 
and in the band liberty of your bodies there was a great reſemblance , he was a little 
browner than our Scythians, who by reaſon of the coldnefs-of the Climate are fairer 
than other men, yet had he freſh a ſmooth complexion, all the lincaments 'of his face 
were marvelloufly well proportion'd, his eyes (parkling yet full of ſweetne, his hair 
black,naturally cur'd,and falling in great;rings upon his ſhoulders, his aſpc& noble and 
full of majeſty, and all the motions of his body had an extraordinary comelincfs, He 
was then hardly twenty years old, and *twas that carly youth that wrought an admira- 
tion in all thoſe that knew his prudence, and that had ſeen him lead men to fight with 
ſuch an experience as had not yet, been found amongſt the oldeſt Commanders, I know 
not whether this little deſcription will make me to be ſuſpefted of any thing, butl am 
fare that before the end of my diſcourſe, you will confeſs this report of Arſaces may be 
made by the moſt indifferent perſons, The ixing, who was alrcady prepofleſied with an 
excceding high opinion of him, bcheld him with admiration, and having given his cyes 
liberty to view a perſon ſocxatly handſom, while Arſaces kifſed his hands with much 
repel. embraced him with a kindnefs far above what a ſtranger, as he was, could pro- 
ly have hop'd for. When by moſt obliging words ke had teſtified the knowledg he 
had of his vertue, and the eſteem he had of his perſon, he asked him tonching his Coun» 
try and his fortune, and then Arſaces, after having pawſed a little ro conſult with his 
modeſty, Sir, ({aid he) I was born in Baciria, which is now under the Dominion of the 
Perſians, my parents were of reaſonable gvod birth, but I left them as ſoon as I was able 
to ride on horſe-back, and ſceking glory in the wars and in foreign parts, 1 have hither- 
to made thoſe places my Country, where I believed I might beſt find it ; Prince Theo- 
dates his goodneſs ſtaid me in your Majeſty's ſervice, and the knowledg I ſince have 
had of the honour it is toſerve you, hath engaged me yet more powerfully in it. You 
could not have light into any Country (replyed the King) where your vertue ſhould 
have been more cherift'd and valued than amongſt us, you have already found that 
glory you ſeek for, and with it a Prince who-will always be ready to acknowledg the 
atneſs of your deſerts, and the important ſervices you have done him. Arſaces made 
an anſwer full of ſubmiſſion and modeſty, and the King giving him occaſion to ſpeak, + 
gave himalſo an gponenty to let the company ſee the quickneſs of his wit, and the 
grace wherewith he exprefled himſelf, He ſpoke not the Scythian tongue perteRly, but 
ſo well,that there was nothing harſh in his pronunciation, and was ſo ready in the Greek, 
and many other _y which are in uſe amongſt us, that his converſation was mar= 
velloufly peaking, rom that day the King began to be very liberal to him, and gave 
him penſions able to maintain him in handſam equipage, he received them without ci- 
ther greedineſs or diſdain,and if his growing fortune met ſome that envicd it at firſt, his 
vertue ſuffered them not to do ſolong. Indeed he had not been many months in Court, 
but he was both the admiration and the delight of it, and his excellent qualities in a 
ſhort time won him the love even of the rougheſt natures. All the world was raviſk'd 
with the graccfulneſs of his behaviour, all the world was charm'd with the ſweerneſs of 
kis wit and converſation, all bearkyed, as to ſo many prodigics, when there wasany ſto- 
ry 
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xy of his warlike ations told by thoſe that had ſeen him do them, and generally every 
one confidercd as wonders the marks that appeared in him every day of the greatneG of 
his courage, of his goodneli, and of his natural generofty. He was quickly in a condi- 
tion to ſkew them ; for the King, who look'd upon him, and admircd him as the reſt, 
became in love with kis,vertue,and defred to tic him to his ſervice by all manner ofob- 
.ligations ; he obſerv'd ſomething in his face, and inall his ations, that was {© great, 
and fo far above other men, that he felt himſelf forc'd by unknown reaſons to ſet an ex- 
craordinary value on him;and indeed he in thore time. raiſed him to ſuch employments 
and offices, as others could'neither obtain by birth, nor by long ſervices, without a great 
deal of difficulty. Arſacts abuſed not this good fortune ; and theſe dignitics, to which 
he ſaw. himſelf called without ſuing for them;puffed him not up, nor made him 
then before : On the contrary, his humor ſcem'd to be more ſociable, ke ſerved all thoſe 
with freeneſs and humbleneſs that ſtood in any need of his power and credit, and ran 
to meet thoſe occaſions they had to make uſe of him, with ſuch an cager deſire to cffe& 
them, as made the obligation a thouſand times the more conſiderable ; his liberality was 
boundleſs, and being far from enriching himſelf with what the King gave him, he di- 
tributed it ſo profuſely,that bis friends blamed him for it;and the King himſelf was fain 
tocomplain of the contempt he ſhew'd of his preſents, and of the lictle care he took to 
keep what came from him. This reproach could not moderate Arſaces his liberality, 
but it made him more circumſpett in hnsbanding his fayour, and in avuiding noiſe or 
oſtentation in his bounty. Though none of his ations were guilty of the leaft blemifh 
of pride, yet as humble and ſubmiſſive as he was to others, he could never bend his 
mind to make any applications to Arſcontes, who at that time, next to the King, was 
moſt conſidered of any man in the Kingdom, and who was in a condition to build what 
fortunes he pleaſed, and to overthrow thoſe which were not yer well confirmed, and 
but beginning to be eſtabliſhed, as that of Arſaces, Not but that Arſaces paid him ci« 
villy whatſoever he thought due to a man that was eſteemed by the King, and ;that was 
Arſacomes his qualicy, but he could not conſider him, as did thoſe flaves of favour, who 
having anaim very diſtant, and thoughts very different from his, ſought their advance- 
ment of him by baſe ſervile compliauces, to which he would never ſtoop; and befides 
theſe reaſons, he had particular and more powerful ones, which oppoſed his giving 
him that obſervance he expeCted from all others. Arſzcomes, who ſaw that ſcorn in him, 
and who beſides feared leſt that budding fortune ſhould at laſt o're-top his, and become 
powerful enough to ruine it, (trove to hinder its growth, and often told the King, that 
it was ſomething dangerous ſo ſuddenly to raiſe a ſtranger, a man unknown, and one 
born in the Enemies Terricorics. But the King, who knew Arſacomes his drift, and who 
_ his love) had not many weaknefles, made no reckoning of that diſcourſe, and 
nding every day more and more how worthy Arſaces was of his favour, and with what 
modeſty and generofity be uſed it, inſtead cf fuftering it to be diminiſh'd, did invifibly 
augment it, And truly,except ſuch as were interefſed, there were few to whom it gave 
not a particular Garisfatlion, and who confeticd not that the King could hardly make a 
more juſt, ner a more judicious choice : For mine own part, I cannot deny but that ir 
contented me extreamly,& with mel dare fay all the Ladies of the Court,whom he had 
ſtrongly gain*d by his comly behaviour,by bis taking wit,and by his ſweet obliging hu- 
mor. All theſe good qualitics,and a thouſand others,which he advantageouſly d, 
joyned to the King's efteem,who defired that every body ſhould uſe him according to his 
example,made him be well received amonfſt ns,and few days paſſed but he came to vifie 
us, either with the King, or with Prince Carthaſis our Unkle, or elſe with Theodates: 
He was in my chamber one day with Theodates,and I had no body with me but Cyllenia, 
and {ome other of myMaids, when after a very plealang entertainment, Theodates told mes 
that he ſubg very well,and plaid upon the Lyre with a,great deal of skill. I commanded 
preſently that they ſhould fetch one which was in my Chamber, and cauſing it to bepre- 
ſented to him, I ſo earneſtly intreated him to play and fing,that though he had a mind tb 
excuſe it,and-that that requett made him bluſh,yer could he not poſſibly deny me that ſa- 
tifaRion;he took the Lyre with a low obeyſance, and tuning it to his voiceſung ops 
fionace an air,and accompanied his words, which were extreamly amorous, fo 
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moving a geſture, that 'twas impoſſible to hear him and not be touch'd with it. He 
ſomerimes fix'd his eyes upon my face, with looks viſibly enflam'd; but as: foon as he 
ived that I heedfully obſerved him, he let them fall to the ground, changing colour 
Ffach a manner, that it was cafie to diſcern he was pofſefled with ſome ſtrong paſſion. 
After he had made an end of finging with a grace that was nothing common, and that 
we had given him the praiſes which were due, both to what he held from Nature, and to 
what Art had added, I was willing to draw ſome occafion from his ſinging*o make him 
diſcourſe, and remembring the paſſionate words of his Song, and the geſture wherewith 
he had purlife into them ; Arſaces ({aid I) you perform all things witha marvellous ad. 
vantage, but you will give us leave to ſay, that all our opinions are falſe;-f.you be cx. 
empt of that paſſion you expreſs ſo well. Ar/aces, as if he had'been ſurpoifedar chis diſ- 
courſe, caft down his eyes without making any reply to theſe firſt words ;'and ſeeing him 
fo filent, Arſaces, (continued 1) is it pofkble that you are in love ? Although Arſaces 
ſceem'd tobe in ſome confuſion, yet did he lift up his head, and looking upon me with an 
unconfident a&ion ; But, Madam, (aid he) could you think it poſſible 'that Arſaces 
ſhould have lived ſo long, and ſeen ſo much, and have lov'd nothing ? Your years are 
fo few (anfivered I) that no body will think ic ſtrange you fhould have paſſed them with. 
out loving ; and beſides, I believed your affe&ion to the war had been predominant over 
all others, and that a perſon bred up in martial thoughts and employments had not had 
any inclination to thoſe of Love, My afte&ion to the War (replied Arſaces) is but very 
moderate, and I ſhould fay I love it not at all, if it had not furniſh'd mt with occaſions 
eodo the King ſome petty ſervices, and given me a means to attain this fortune to which 
he ourof his goodnefs has raiſed me ; and befides, Madam, I never believed that Mars and 
Cupid were incompatible, nor but that even perſons who have grown old in-arms, might, 
in a moment loſe that liberty which they had preſerved all their life before. 'By this rea- 
ſon, Madam, it comes to pals, that the condition of my life is very different from what 
your Highneſs imagined it to be, and that I am very far from that tranquillity which 
they may live in, whoare inſenfible of that imperious paſſion: Arſacer brought forth 
theſe words with a ſigh or two, which made me believe ſome part of what he ſaid, and 
being willing to enlarge our converſation upon that ſubje&, and to make him talk a little 
more; If you poſſeſs not that tranquillity (faid 1) which you ſeem ro cnvy, you oughr 
at leaſt to have hopes, which may {weeten the miſery of your condition, lince you have 
ſuch qualities as may encourage you to expe an advantagious ſucceſs in your paſſion ; 
there are but few perſons like Arſaces, and if his hope be regulated by his merit, there 
is no fortune to which he may not Jawtully pretend. I faid this to him with a great deal 
of innocence, being ignorant as I was of his intentions, and of rhe advantage he might 
draw from thence, and he replied with a little more affurance than before ; This judg- 
ment of your Highneſs would be too glorious. for poor Arſaces, if it could be drawn from 
the knowledg he hath of himſelf, and could keep him from diſcerning your juſtice from 
Py goodneſs ; I am far from that merit, and trom thoſe unjuſt hopes ; but if the gods 
ad given me all the excellencies a man can defire, I would bound all my pretenfions 
Within the glory which I reap by my paſſion ; it isſo great, that it ſuffers me not to be- 
wail the loſs of my repoſe, and my thoughts are raiſed fo high, that never man had a 
more ambitiousaim, nor everſtgh'd for a more accompliſh'd obje&. I love, finge you 
are pleas'd I ſhould confeſs it ; but 1 love with fo perfe&t a knowledg of the party whom 
] love, that I limitall my deſires, and all my hopes, in the meer (atisfa&ion of loving 
her ; *ris the moſt noble end my mind can ever propoſe unto it ſelf, and fo' far amI from 
finding any miſery in my condition, that I contider all manner of pains as the glorious 
marks of the higheſt fortune a man can aſpire to. If you love with ſo great a reſignation 
(replied I) and if you give ſuch trift limits to your affe&ions, you are not of their opi- 
nion who hold, that love is a defire, and who propoſing to themſelves ag end very dif- 
ferent'from that ſatisfaRion you find in yours, turn it into pare intercſ. : They that be- 
lieve'that love isa defire (anſwered Arſaces) did never know its nature well, or elſe were 
willing to diſguiſe it, thercby to cover leſs noble and lefs reaſonable paſſions, and if you 
-will give me leave, Madam, to declare my ſenſe touching the definition of love, I ſhall _ 
take the Jiberty to tell you, that I always thought love to be-a-propenſion'of our ſouls, 
| or 
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or an inward motion, which makes us encline rather toward one fubje& then toward an- 
ether; and on this manner [ hold ic may be produced by the firſt operation of the under- 
ſtanding alone, without help of the jadgment or diſcourſe ; ———_ conlidering it in 
the abftra&t nakedly,and in it (clf,it differs from defire,as the cauſe does from the ctie&t; 
not but that defire may take birth after love, or,te ſay better, take birth from love, but 
that produQtion is a mark of their eflential difference, and that defire being born of 
love, is indeed an effe& of love, and not love it ſelf, We lovea thing becauſe 'tis beau- 
tiful, and afterwards we delire it becauſe we love it 3 before the birth of defare, love had 
ſubfiſted without it, and by many accidents defire may die without love's being extin- 
guiſh'd, __ they that confound theſe two pallions, deprive the firſt of part of 
its nobleneſs, and forma knowledge of it to themſelves, which is much more groſs and 
matcrial then its nature. Love is a paſſion abſolutely pure, looſened from all thoughts of 
intereſt ; and I may truly proteſt to you, that in mine,]I never conſidered any thing bur 

the noubleneſs of that I love, without making ſo much as a light reflection upon my ſelf. 
Arſaces diſcourſed on this manner with ſuch a grace, that our cars were chained unto 

his words, and we were hearkning to him with a marvellous attention, when the king 

came into my Chamber, followed by Prince Carthafis his brother, Arſacomes, and ma- 

ny others. Arſacomes had not viſited me of a good while, and 1 began to hope, that 

the uſage he had found from me wou!d take him off from his affeftion; bur I was dez 

ceived in that expeRation, and that very day he let me ſee, that he was neither fuller of 
reſpet, nor more defirous to pleaſe me then before. The continuance of the King's 

paſſion to his fiſter, and of his favour to him,had made him fo proud, that he no longer 

cared to keep the world from knowing the deſign he had upon me, and the King had fo 

utterly ſubje&ed himſelf to Straton;ce, that he had not retain'd any Empire at all over 

Arſacomes, and ſuffered that infolent man to make a vanity of his paſhon without pu- 

niſhing him for it. In the ſorrow it brought upon me, I ſought conſolation from the 

Prince our uncle, the Princeſs Theomirz his daughter, Cyllenis, and ſome other ot my 

moſt truſty maids, andeven the pleaſing converſation of Arſaces was not ſometimes 

unprofitable to charm part of my diſcontents; there was a ſweetneſs in it, which thac of 
other perſons had not ! and he expreſſed himſelffo handfomly and wich ſo much elo- 

quence, that *twas impoſſible to leave his company willingly; he was not ignorant how I 

was perſecuted by Arſacomes, that was already become the common ſubjet of diſcourſe 

all over the Court ; and Arſaces reſented it in a very dift:rent manner, from all thoſe 

other perſons whom Arſacom-s his fortune would not ſuffer to diſapprove his aGtions ; 

but at firſt I aſcrib'd the trouble he ſhew'd at ir, only to his complacency, and to' his 

compaſſion of me, 

In the interim we began to perceive?that fince the time he had frequented our compa» 
ny, he had loſt part of his lively humour; not but that he ſtrove with much compliance to 
accommodate it to ours, and did all he could to hide his inward diſquiet by an outward 
tranquillity;yet through all that conſtraint we could obſerve a melancholy that was not 
natural, the cauſe whgrecf, conſidering the ſtate of his fortune, and the reaſon he had 
to be fatified with his conditicn,we were not able to imagine ro be other than that love 
he had complained of to us.In ſhort, we were then confirmed in a belict that he had ſpo- 
ken in good earneſt, and did our endeavours to learn the truth of it. We had not takey 
notice,that among all the Ladies of the Court he had applied himſelf particularly to any 
one, and although we obſerv'4 him with ſome care, we could diſcover nothing but a 
general civility and an equal reſpe&to all, 1 till was telling him of chat change of his 
humour,and upon that diſcourſe he would preſently ſtrive to fetch a pleafingneſs into his 
face, &to diſperſe the clouds of his melancholy, but within a while after we ſaw himall 
into it again with ſuch ſetled muſings, that we were hardly able to put him out of them. 

e were one day in the King's chamber, where ſeeing him withdraw from the compa- 
ny and retire ts a window,from whence he dartcd fiery glances at us, My covufin the 
Princeſs Theomiris and I went toward him ; he would have gone away to leave the place 
tous,believing that we came to the window to have the proſpe& of the Gardens which 
are below ie;but I detaineq himby the arm,and making him ſtay where he was; Arfaces, 
Arſaces,(faid Nif you continue in this penfive humor which of late has ſeiz'd you, yo 
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will at laſt force us to think you are touch'd in good earneſt with that paſſion you can ſ© 
well diſcourſe of, Theſe words made Arſaces caſt down his eyes, but preſently after he 
raiſed them up again, and fixing them upon my face, with amorous ation, and with a 
figh which he could not poſſibly retain, It is but too true, Madam,(replied he) that I am 
mortally wounded with it,and that my eyes have done me the worſt office | can ever re. 
ceive from them. I burn indeed with a fire which never will be extinguiſh'd while Ilive, 
but ifmy paſſion werea deſire,it would certainly die for want of hope, which is its ordi- 
nary nouriſhment ; 1 love not only without being lov'd, not only without hope of being 
lov'd,but even wichout daring to dehre it; and there is fo great a diſpro; ortion between 
miſerable Arſaces,and the divinity to which he does addrets his thoughrs,that he ncither 

retends to any recompence for his paſſion,no nor ſo much as to have her know-it, You 
he your ſelf within the limits of a perte& modeſty, (ſaid the Princeſs Theamiri) but 
they that know your worth do not perhaps reſtrain your hopes wichin ſuch narrow 
bounds as you preſcribe them. My higheſt hope (anſwered Ar/aces)is to die for the Pere 
fon whom 1 love, withour giving her any occaſton to complain of my temerity, and ro 
accuſe that paſſion for want of reſpet, whereot it laid the firlt foundation, - 1s it true 
then (demanded 1) that ſhe you ſigh for,js ignorant of your love, and that you neither 
by your diſcourſe nor by your aftion3 have ever 'given her any knowledge of it? 1 
know not (reply'd he) whether my ations or my countenance have be.raid that filence 
which I have impoſed upon my mouth, but if 1 have any power over cither, ſhe js jv-nus 
rant of it, and ſhall be fo as long as (he lives : In this ipnerance ſhe ſees me, ſhe ſuffers 
me, and thews ſuch yoodneſs troward< me, as ought to be envicd by theſe that are met 
happy ; but after the know!ledg of my preſumption, an eternal exile would be the ligh:- 
eſt puniſhment ſhe would inflit upon ſuch a miſerable man, ſuch an unknown wandercr 
as Arſaces; the gods forbid 1 thould cxaſperate her by a criminal declaration, and that } 
ſhould provoke thunders and lightnings vtterly to conſume him, who is butjtoo much in- 
flamed already. Ar/.uces perbaps would have ſaid more, if the King had 'not come to 
Joyn diſcourſe with us; but we often fell upon the ſame ſubjz& afterward,and ſtil! found 
Arſaces in his filence, and in the terms ot his uſual modeſty, - 

In the mean time the King's paſſion for Stratonice was riſen-toſo high a degree,that it 
was neceſſary to come to extremities ; and one day the King having preſſed her exceed- 
ingly to give ſome proofs of her aftetion, that ambitious woman, who knew how 
abſolute ſhe was over his heart, reſoly*d to make uſe of all her power, and after having a 
while reſiſted his (cllicitations, Sir, (fa'd ſhe at laſt)never bope for any thing from Stra- 
zonice but by Jawtul ways ; and if you love her, do you your (elf ſhew her the utmolt 
marks of your aff:&jon,or clie ceaſe to injure her reputation by a ſuit, the deſign: 
whereof are unknown. Theſe words did no#ſurpriſe the King, who had ever expettcd 
them; but yet they troubled him, and for ſome days kept him melancholy and unre- 
folv'd ; *twas hard tor him to diſpoſe himſelf unto that marriage, but harder to leave 
Stratonice, and he loved her with too real an affe&tion 'rouſe any manner of violence 
againſt her. Two con{iderations oppoſed the deſign of this marriage, that of the inequa- 
lity of their couditions, and that of the Prince my brother, whom he did believe he 
ſhould prejudice by that match; bur the force of his love, and the 'perſwafions of hi: 
flatterers, conquered theſe two difficulties. Stratonice is my ſubjeRt, (ſaid he)yet never- 
theleſs ſhe is a Princeſs, and if I find not thoſe advantages which are commonly ſought 
for in Alliances, at leaſt I ſhall find no ſhame by it; a wife of inferiour quality can 
take nothing away from mine, and *cis not without example in this Empire, nor in thoſe 
of my neighbors, As for Oroondates his intereſt, that 'ought not to difſwade me ; for 
if he be dead, as his long abſence makes me fear, no body ought to count it ſtrange that 
I think of giving an heir of mine own blood unto my Kingdom, whirh would fall into 
another family ; and if hebe alive, he isah ingratetul ſon in having forſaken me, with- 
out leave, in my forein and domeſtick Wars, and in not coming back to me when the. 
my of my affairs conſtrain*d me to beg the afliſtance of all my friends: By theſc 
kind of thoughts he overcame all the obſtacles that oppoſed his intentions, and havin? 
nothing more to contend withal, he told Stratonice he was ready to give her that proof 


ſhe deſired of his; affetion, This news was preſently known over all the Court, - 
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the King having publiſh'd it himſelf, and propoſed unto his Councel thoſe Reaſons that 
moved fim:to that Marriage, cvery body beyan to prepare for it, but with yery different 
thoughts. If Stratonice, and proud Arſacomes, were in the height of their felicicies; B:= 
renice on the contrary was overwhelm'd in grief; I had many Reaſons to be ſo, which 
are too apparent not to be known to you, and my conſolation was, that my reſentments 
were approved by all thoſe that were not interefſed for Arſacomes his Family ; but how 
Juſt ſoever they were, they were to no purpoſe, and in ſpite of all rhe complaints | made 
both for my brothers intereſts, and for mine own, the King forbore not to go on ; ad 
after having given me ſome fleight confolation, and promiſed me with extream kind 
words, that this Marriage thould not diminiſh any thing of that affe&ion he had ever 
born me, he cffeed his defign, and married Stratonice publickly, cauſing her co be 
crowned at Iſſedon in the preſence of the whole Court, That miſchief not being to be 
remedicd, it was beſt to reſolve to bear ic handſomly, and to feign a farisfation for that 
which the King received fince my diſcontents were but unſeaſonable. The Wedding was 
celebrated with a great deal of triumph ; and to honour fo ſolemn an ation, there were 
Turnaments full of pomp and magniticence. Arſacomes appear'd in them with more 
ſplendor than all the reſt of the Court, and Arſaces, though he was Particuizriy rrou- 
bled at that Marriage, was yet too grateful for the favours the King had ſhew*% him uo 
negle& thoſe occaſions of acknowledging them ; and to pleaſe him in that tolemniry, 
he not only made one in all thoſe Matches, but won all the prizes, and by the advancages 
he had in the fight of the whole world, redoubled Arſacomes his growins eavy, That 
favourite ſecing himſelf raiſed by that alliance to honours which he never 1.IC= 
tended, abſolutely gave over all thought of the reſpe&t he ow'd me, to to1m-*nc me 
openly;and the King became ſo ſubject to the will of his new Wife,thac he n: ver reſented 
her brothers inſolency. The vexation I receiv d by ir,made me ſhun all cumr any in gene. al 
that I mighe avoid his in particular, and though Stratonice did not apy arently burc hcr 
fortune in her carriage toward me, but paid me all the civilities could expe from my 
fathers wife, yet was her converſation unpleafing to me, and I could not contider cr as 
Arſacomes his ſiſter, without having an averſion to her ; ere it is, that ſhe f:rced meco 
ie by the diſcourſes ſhe uſed in favour of him, for ſhe paſſed by no occaſion of enter= 
taining me cither with her brothers love, or with his deſerts. One day being dcfirou- to 
eſcapea vifit which I thought ſhe intended me, 1 went out of my Chamber with Cylles 
ris, and two of my other maids, and by a back ſtair went out of my lodging down into 
the Garden ; I preſently pave thoſe two wenches liberty to walk which way they pleaſed, 
and leaning upon Cylleniz's arm, I with her ſought out the leaſt frequented Allies, Our 
firſt diſcourſe was concerning Arſacomes, and after that I had a while in angry terms de- 
teſted his perſecutions, Cyl/cnia began to talk of Ar/aces; T confeſs I efteem'd his perſon 
very much,and that ſecing nothing in him which was nor love!y, great,and extraordina= 
ry, I could not chuſe but have ſuch an opinion of him as his good qualities deſery'd, 
After we had ſpoken ſomthing touching his love, the grace wherewith he expreſſed it 
and the marvellous diſcretion wherewith it was accompanied, Cyllenia of a ſudden fix'd 
her eyes upon my face, and when ſhe had look'd awhile ſmiling upon me, Madam ({ai4 
ſhe) will you forgive me a folly,which I cannot keep my ſelf from telling you? There are 
but few offences (faid I) whereof thou mighteſt not hope for pardon from me. Upon 
this belief (reply'd Cylleni2 ſmiling as before) I will take the boldneſs to tell you, that if 
Arſaces be in love] believe it is only with the Princeſs Beyenice. With me ? fool, (ſaid l, 
pr___ back with my hand) Yes, (added Cyllenia) even with your ſelf zand if you 
ave taken the pains to obſerve his diſcourſe, & his ations, your thoughts will be but lit- 
tle different from mine, In what place ſoever youare, his eyes are continually upon you, 
he comes not near you withour fighing, trembling, and changing colour, and he ſpeaks 
of the perſon he loves, with fach a ſubmiſſion, and (ach a reſpe&, as can be due to no 
body but the Princeſs Berenice, This diſcourſe of Cyllenia's made me refle& upon Arſaces 
his aRions, in which truly I found ſomthing that agreed with her opinion ; and I have 
not told you, that I had formerly had ſome ſuch fancy, which I had baniſh'd as an cffe&k 
of my vanity : but then examining many words he had ſpoken, and particularly thoſe in 
the preſence of Theomiris, I began to give ſome _ to Cyllenia's ſuſpicion; yer did I 
make 
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make a difficulty of confefling it to her, and after I had continued a good while without 
reply, I do not believe (faid I) that Arſaces ever had a thought of me, and indeed it 
would trouble me-very much if I ſhould be oblig'd to baniſh a man for ever from my 
, Whom his virtue makes me infinitely to eſteerp. I (aw by Cyllenia's attion, that ſhe 

was vext ſhe had ſaid ſo much, and looking upon me with a face leſs confident than be. 
fore, What, Madam (faid ſhe) if Arſaces were guilty of no other crime bur of having 
adored you, without letting you know it, would you baniſh him for ever? Would I baniſh 
kim, (reply'd 1) why, do you doubt of it Cylleniz ?I was of opinion that thoughts had 
been free (anſwered Cyllenis) and that all the offence had been only in declaring them 
but fince they are criminal, though conceaÞ'd, I'le alter my conceit of poor Arſaces, and 
believe he never mingled any thing of love with the deſign he has to honour you, 1 
will believe ſo with you (added 1 very ſerioully) and I had a great deal rather be of that 
opinion, than ſuffer another, which would make me force the inclination I have to wiſh 
him very well, and inſtead of that begin to hate him. We were in this part of our diſ- 
courſe, when being come to the end of an Alley, juſt as we were going into another, 
we ſaw that Ar/aces whom we were talking of, cloſe by us, laid along upon the graſs, | 
was wonderouſly ſurprifed at that Encounter, and tear'd he;might have overheard 
ſomthing of what we had faid concerning him ; but was quickly delivered cut of that 
apprehenſion, and Cylleniz being gone a little nearer him, ſaw that his Eyes were ſhut, 
and by many tokens knew him to be afleep.I would have pafſed by without awaking him: 
but Cyllenia had a curioſity which oppoſed that intention; and ſeeing that onthe ground 
near Arſaces his mouth, there lay a little piQture-caſe, -upon which it ſeem'd that he wa: 
fallen aſleep,ſhe went ſoftly coward him, without letting me know her intent, and taking 
up the Caſe,ſhe brought.it tome without looking in it ; Madam (faid fhe as the came up 
to me) here's ſomthing without doubt that will be able co fati-fic yout curioſity, and 1 
hope we here (ſhall ſee the face of her Arſaces Io7es with fo much refpe&t, The diſcourſe 
we had newly upon that 'ſabje&, made me condemn that curioſity, and fearing to 
meet with ſome confirmation of Cyllenia's ſuſpicions, I was going to command herto 
lay the Box again in the place from whence ſhe had taken it, when ſhe gpervd it, and 
made me caſt my eyes.upon it ; Why ſhould I hold you longer in ſuſpence ? in ſhort, my 
adventure was iuch as I apprehended, and in that Box I ſaw the very face which my 
Glaſs repreſented to me every day. I ſhould not be able to tell you whether my griet,my 
altoniſhment.or my anger was greateſt; and though the laſt be little predominate in my 
nature, I confc(s that in this encounter I was ſeized with them all three. *T'is certain that 
I had a very particular efteem of Arſaces, and that I found no other defect in hjm fave 
that of his quality, that could diſcourage him from raiſing his thouvhts to che greateit 
and moſt accomplith'd Princef* uron earth ; but that obſcurity of his birth, made me re- 
ccive thoſe teſtimonies of his aff:ion as mortal injuries, and look upon his preſumption 
as a blemiſh, able to deſtroy all that was good and conliderable in him ; the favourable 
opinion I had of him, made me really ſorry for his fault, and as I had plainly confeſſed to 
Cyllenia, *twas not without trouble that I ſaw my ſelf conftrain'd to puniſh it, Cyllenia 
ſeeing meſo much moved, would have opened her mouth to ſpeak to me, but I clapp'd 
my hand upon it, and preventing what ſhe was about to ſay, Hcld thy peace Cat I) 
Cyllenza, and fince thou haſt contributed ſo much to this unlucky diſcovery which we 
now have made, labour alſo for my fatisfa&ion, and take you care of warning, this pre- 
ſumptuous man, that he never preſent himſelf before me. I know not whether Iſpake 
theſe words with too loud a voice, and whether it was that that waken'd Arſaces, but he 
preſently roſe up, and ſeeing himſelf ſurpriſed in a poſture which he thought not decent - 
before me, he ſcemed to be quite out of countenance, and had not the confidence to 
come towards us, without putting his hand to his face to hide his bluſhing ; at laſt he 
would have made his addreſs to us, but as he was coming toward me with a very low 0- 
e, & was going to ſay ſomthing tome,] turned on the other fide without regard- 

ing him, and having made fign to Cylleniato ſtay and perform the charge I had given 
her, went haſtily away, and returned ftreight tomy lodging. Arſaces (as I have learned 
fince) was ſo ftriken with this a&ion, that. in Cyllenia's eye, he ſeemed little different 


from a Marble Statue ; and not remembring he had ever ſeen me do the like, he hy 
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the cauſe was extraordinary, and preſently gueſſed at ſomthing of the truth ; but he 
continued not much longer in doubt, when he ſaw his pifture-caſe in ('y//eri2's hand ; 
he had ſtood unmoveable from the time I went away, his hand: crofſed upon his breaſt, 
and his eyes fix*d upon me till I was out of fighr, but as ſoon as he had turn'd them up « 
on Cyllenia,and that he ſaw the Picture which had betray'd him,he was fully perſwaded 
of the truth of that adventure, and fell into a confufion whick ic would be extream] 
difficult ro repreſent ; he ſtood a long time without ſpeech or motion, 'his very took 
tonching Cyllenia with compaſſion ; in the end he recover'd a lictle courage, and going 
nearer to her, who was little leſs altonied than himſelf ; Eyllenia, (ſaid he) Iam undone, 
and I'read my deſtiny too phinly in your face, in the Princeſſes ation, and in the fighe 
of that you hold in your hand ; My crime is now diſcover*d, but I have at leaſt this fatif- 
faftion, that 'tis only my misfortune, and not my mouth that has done me this ill office: 
I have never fail'd by wang bf reſpett to the Princeſs, and how little power ſoeverl had: 
over my (elf, 1 had yet enough over my tongue te bind it to an everlaſting (ilence.” T 
alledg not this excuſe to. juſtifie my ſelf 'rowards her, for as reſpe&ful, as innocent, 
and asſccret' as my paſſion was, 'tis yet criminal withour donber, fince it has mov'd her 
indignation, and the gods would not have diſcovered it thus, if it had not been puniſh- 
able;yon ſce me therefore moſt willingly difpoſed to receive that ſentence you are to pro- 
nounce; F'1l hearken to it without — and though pertiaps you have contribu- 
ted ſomthing towards'my unhappineſs, FI Jend an ear to my condemnaricn without 
any reſentment againſt you. * Cy{{enia has ſworn to'me fince, that fhe wasnct able to 
hear theſe words of Arſaces without being ſenfible pf pity,” 'arid that it'was with great 
repughancy ſhe executed the commiſſion I had/given her ; 'bar being ſhe knew not kw 
to avoid it, ſhe ſtrove to take a reſolution'; and ſweething her words '\and countenarice, 
as much as poſſibly ſhe could, Sir, (fajd ſhe) I bear'a Tate" in your'afli&tion, and'I' 
could wiſh with'all my heart, that the Princeſs had madeuſe of ſome'other body, to ac- 
quaint you with her' intentions; 'tis true, the has diſcovered your paſſion; and is fo 
much' offended at it, that ſhe thinks her ſelf bound to intreat you never to ſte her more: 
Arſaces at firſt was touched with this command, but being his couraye was feat, and 
that he had certain thoughts whereupon his hopes were grounded, he ſiiffered not him» 
ſelf to be dejeRed, but ſetling his countenance as it was before, he ſpake thus'tb Cylle- 
ni2 with a/great deal of moderation. This ſentence is moft' juſt, Cy//eri4; arid 1 ſhould 
not be ſo my ſelf if I complained of it, and the moſt equirable putiifliment this/great” 
Princeſs could ordain him, whom her ftglit hath caufed to offend her,'is, to forbid it him” 
for ever : Iproteſt to you'by her fair eyes,” and by the facted reſpe&1 bear her, thit-F 
will obey her Decree without murmuring, and that if '1,coyl4 do fo 'withbut diftrving” 
her, I would demand no longer a delay of my baniſhment, than! this 'very moment” 
wherein it is ordajn'd me; but Cyllenia, I am Raid here'by'an importaritheceflity, ahd? 
unleſs I will betray the King, the State, and the Princeſs her ſelf particu}arly,l cannot go 
away till he hath given me an hours audience. I muſt needs obtain it by y6ur mediatior; 
Ifay, I muſt needs for the Princefles ſervice, for her ſatizfa&ion, and _—_ repoſe;aiid E 
will irigage my ſelf both to you and to'her, by all thempft religious Oiths were ever ra 
ken,thar in all-my diſcourſe, will not mingle ſo much asone word'of my paſſion. Prociire 
me this f{vour I beſcech you, which you ſhall ſee'F wilt rid 4biiſe; and if Tbeeak the pres" 
miſe I make you, hold me for the mol} ingratecful, *arid the moſt vitnwbrrby6f/alFrncy' 
living. Cyllenia was tnbre at this Propofition,and doubting ſhe ſhonld note ableto obL 
tain what he deſired of me, ſhe knewnot which way (hy fhould' free Her fAlt- from thay 
Requeſt, Arſaces added fo many other words to his f6rimet perſwaſions; preg 
fo earneMy; 'that ſhe'was conſtrained to promiſe hint ſhe'wonld impl6y4AlÞ hor credit 
with ti&toeff-& what he deſired: and Kaying tim with'that hope, the came Backs me 
whoa alteady retirtd into'my Clefſet!'*” OLD 2OftO0 2ST TO JO 3Ago 1 
I was{b troubled at this'adventure; that f watnot able to reſetrle ay YO, and (dif; 
Pleaſediwith Arſaces his remeriry; chat Þ conld rot partir toy (IF thefulte? Hall chrmut 
mittcd, in having by my exceſſive civilicies given hinitheboldneſt to offend nie! 0 Whary! 
(aid F) isit then Ber-nice's deſtiny never to canſe love Th?ahy dare =: are'betve th 
herand was not the preſumption of one of her fathers ſubj:&s enough foPlitr mixſoranhe; 
S(f 2 without 
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without making her be lov'd alſo by a man,who perchance is hardly ſo much as of noble 
blood 2 Has this beauty then, wherewith ſome have fo unjuſtly flatter'd me, no power 
but upon perſons of mean condition ? Ah mine Eyes ! 3f you mult never pain other 
ViRorics, develt your ſelves of all your Juſtre, and loſe all your forces, fince they are ſo 
vilely, and ſo unworthily imployed. Scarce had I uttered theſe worde, when I felt ſome 
remorſe for the contempt I ſhewed of Arſaces z me —_—_ tl he was not born a 
Prince, his excellent qualitics did ſo fully recompence that detec, that without in- 
Juſtice I could not put him in the rank of meaner perſons ; I then call'd ro mind all 
that was great, and lovely in him, and found ſo much cauſe of eſteem and admiration, 
that I could not remain inſenſible at that remembrance , I confeſs, the charms of his 
graceful faſhion , the ſweetnes of his converſation, and his. merit in geheral , had 
wrought in me a good will towards him, which had ſomething in i more than 
ordinary, and my ing upon that, abatcd much of the violknce of my former 
thoughts ; Would ir pleaſed the gods ( faid I again by ſame ſectetreftraint ) would ic 

leaſed the gods he were born a Prince, and that his too bold paſliori were authorized 
by a leſs unequal hirth, I ſhould not then reckon this conqueſt ſhametul ; and if be on- 
ly wanted Kingdoms, his victue would cither ſupply that defeft, or quickly put him in 
a way to get them. No ſooner had I given way unto this thought in favour of Arſaces, 
but myanger ſtifled it again, and me aſham'd of my compliance with his crime; 
Lethim go (aid I, recalling nry diſdain) that preſumpruous man, by whom my ta- 
vourable uſage has been ſo ill received, let him carry his audacious affe&ions ſom» 
whither elſe, and thoſe defires which arc tov ambitious for one of common rank ; 
I am merciful enough in concealing his crime from the King my father, and I puniſh 
him too gently in ordaining nothing but baniſhment for ſuch a fault as his. I was taken 
up with theſe different thoughts, when Cylenis came in to rne, and gave me preſently an 
exaRt account of the ſucceſs of her Commiſlion;I hearken'd to her relation with ſome kind 
of tenderneſs, and was a little touch'd with Arſaces his words ; but for all the intreaties 
Cyllenia could uſe, I was not to be won to grant him the audience he demanded, Ihave 
ſeen him and heard him bur too much already (faid I) he has abuſed my indalgence, he 


has abuſed my innocent goodneſs, the gods forbid 1 ſhould fall into that errour uy 


more, and that I by my weakneſs ſhould give him further occaſion to vatc his 
Fences toward me. Cyllenia preficd me a good while, but *twas impoſſible to obtain any 
thing cle of me. at that time.  Ar/aces came not. in my fight the next day, nor of two or 
three days after, but having mer Cyllems, and ftoprt her; Cyllenis ({aid he) 1 ask the 
Princeſs for my ſtay in Scythia, and though ſhe have not expreſly commanded 
me gut of it, I ſhould account my ſelf extream faulty, in continuing Janger in her 
Country, after having merited. her indignation , if I could go away without dif 
charging a duty to which I am oblig'd by all yhe fidelity I ow to her and hers. The 
thing Lam to tell ber, will in part repair the offence I have committed, and neicher can 
ſhe it without prejudice to her ſelf, nor I conceal it without betraying her; be 
pleaſed therefore ſo to bring it ro paſs, that ſhe may grant me the favour I bave demand- 
ed, and I will leave Sezthia within an hour after, without other troubleſave that of ha» 
ving offended her by my criminal paſſion. Arſeces to theſe words added many ardent 
ſupplica :and Cyllenia, who was touch'd with them, and who knew the power {he 
with me, ingag'd her ſelf ro make one trial mwre, and coming preſently to me 
ſhe related that Encounter in terms, which ©. to the inclination I had to wiſh we 
to Arſaces, made me not altogether i le; yet I fora long while refifted her im- 
tunity in favour of him, and told her many tjmes, that after the knowledg 1 had of 
Jove, I could neither ſec himnor hear him, without doing my ſelf an unſpeakable 
injury ; but ſhe argued againſt thoſe confiderations with many others, and alledged, that 
I onghtnot for light ſcruples to loſe the occafion of receiving an advertiſement which 
parhaparovs of graneer conlequencs to.me than 1 imagin'd ; to theſe motives fheadded 
moſt cficual. intreaties, and perſecuted me ſolong, that I was conſtrain'd to nc 
her Iwould ſaffer Arſaces to mgke me one viſit more, upon the conditions he had defir'd 
is, and opon the proteftation ſhe made on his behalf, chat it ſhould be the laſt to which 1 
ſhould be oblig'd, & 
; e 
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She let him know that ſame day, what ſhe obtain'd of me for him, and the next 
following gor me to take the ſame walk in the garden, and with the ſame company, as 
had done ſome tew _ betore. After I had paſſed through ſome of the allies with 
Cyllenis alone, I retired into a cloſe arbour, where by her perſwaſion I fate down upon 
= ſears of green turf, and had nor ſtaid there long, before I ſaw Arſaces come, at fight 
of him I changed colour, and looking upon him with different thoughts from thoſe I had 
before, he ſcem'd to have quite another ſhape than that he was wont to have; 1 ſcarce 
durlt lift up my eyes to behold him,and feeling already a remorſe for what I had yielded 
to, was unreſolved whether 1 ſhould ſtay,or go away before I heard him; he might ceahly 
obſerve my confuſion in my face, for the fight of him renewing my anger, arid my ſhame, 
had alrcady ſet it all on fare ; In the mean time he came into the arbour, where he in= 
Rtantly fell upon his knees before me ; bur I was ill atisfied with that poſture, and fearing 
je would be accompanied with ſome diſcourſe of the nature of that I apprehended ; Riſe, 

Gid I) Arſaces, and remember the conditions upon which I permic this laſt viſit ; I 
now but too much of your follies already, take heed therefore that your words diſcover 
nothing more of them, Arſaces ftirr*d not from my feer, but looking upon me with 
es, in which his paſſion was painted to the life, Fear not Madam, (faid = that I will 
e the favour you do me ; and if my follies are known to you,remember, if you pleaſe, 
thatI contributed not unto that knowledge any other way than by my misfortune, and 
that you can neither accuſe my tongue, nor my aftiohs of the offence I have commited. 
I knew too well what was due to you miſerable Arſzces,toexceed the limits which a 
Juſtſence of hjs want of merit preſcribed bim; and I know too well with how much ju- 
Rice you are exaſperated againſt him, to knee] here at your feet with any hope to zjuſtifie,, 
his crime ; Neither is it with that intention 1 begg*d theſe laſt proofe of your goodnels,** * 
and *cis enough that I have made my ſelf unworthy of it, without ſeeking occafions to 
abuſe it ; bur Idefire this audience before my departure, that I might tell you ſome 
news, Which it is very fit you ſhould know, and in which you will wjthoue doubt find 
ſome ſatisfaftion. Arſaces would have continued his diſcourſe, when I commanded hin 
to riſe, and when he had obey'd me, he began agaig on this manner. 

Berenice made a lictle pauſe inthis pary of her narration, to recall into her memory 
what Arſaces had ſaid, and Oroondates, whocould not ſuffer her to ſpeak fo long of Ar- 

without interruption, and who hearken'd impatiencly to all ſhe faid of him, took 

is time then, and lifting up his cyes to heaven with an angry aRion; Is it your plcaſire 
then O gods! (cry'd he) that I ſhould proſecute Arſaces nor only as an implacable Enc- 
tmy to Oroondates, but alſo as a Traytor to Berenice } The Princeſs was ſurpriſed at that 
exclamation, and turning toward Oroondetes ; Brother (faid ſhe) of what crime, and of 
what infidelity do you accuſe Arſaces, to whom we have ſo great obligations ? Siſter 
(replicd the Prince extreamly mov'd) Arſaces has ruined me, and Arſaces has betrayed 
you, he is amongſt our Encmics our particular Enemy, and *tis both for your intereſts 
and mine own, that I muſt give him that det, which in our combats he twice already 
has avoided, The Princeſs amazed at theſe words, \was going to defire her Brother to 
explain them, bur their converſation was broken off by a noiſe they heard without the 
Tentzthe Prince roſe up to enquire the cauſe of ir, when he heard themcry Arm, Arm,and 
—_ after Toxsris coming into the Tent z pur ongyour Arms Sir, (faid he to his Ma- 
the Enemics are hard by, and at the ſame time he clapt his Cuiraſs on his back, and 

on that Cask which he had laid afide but a while before. Oroondates, whom 

ſuch Alarms could not terrific, made haſte to get on the reſt of his Arms, and with his 
ſword in his hand ran tothe dore of the Tent, where he inſtantly Gaw the cauſe of all 
that ſtir, One man alone was the author of it, and one man alone richly Arm'd and 
gallantly mounted had ſtruck a terror into whole Troops, nor was it indeed an ordi- 
7 cas for he,by his ations at the entering into the camp, had given ſufficient grounds 
to thoſe that happen'd ta be in bis way ; he had deſpiſed the out-guards which 

would have oppoſed his paſſage, and forcing his way through the midf of them like 
lightning, had madc his horſe Icap over the Trench, and was advancing toward the 
Tents with ſuch a confident raſhneſ, as was enough to win belicf, that ſome ſtrong de. 
(pair had arm'd him againk all apprehenſion of death, That of Prince Oromdates was 
one 
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one of the outmoſt, and they that had rhe guard cf ir, ſeeing this Cavalier advance with 
his ſword in his hand, and with his geſture threatning ſomthing more terrible than or. 
dinary, ran to meet him, and preſented the points of their Javelins againſt him : bur he 
conrenan'd thoſe feeble obſtacles, and ſpurring on his horle, trampled ſome of them vn. 
der foot, Javing at the reſt ſo furiouſly with his ſword, thar almoſt every ſtroke brought 
death to one or other. He had already open'd himſelf a large way to the Tent, when 
Exmenes and Phrztafbernes, arm'd and on horſe-back, came unto that place ; theſe rwo 
Warriers look*d intentively upen him, and Phrataphernes by his arms, and the mighti 
neſs of his blows, preſently knew him to be the redoubred Arſaces, who a few days be. 
fore had kiJl'd his Son in his preſence, and had reduced his own lite to great extremity, 
The fight of this cruel Enemy, Whoſe Idea was ever in his remembrance, waken'd his 
fierce reſentment, and running at him like a man tranſported with rage, O Piſiftrarus 
(cry'd he) thy Father will either revenge thy death, or periſh in the _— As he 
{poke theſe words, he darted his-Javelin at Arſaccs, which having given him a {light hurt, 
rema'ned hanging inthe ſleeve of /his Coat of Mail, from whence Arſaces quickly pull'd 
it, and ſeeing Phratapbernes come thundring at him with his ſword on high, he meet 
him with an equal violence, and aiming the point of his m_ under that arm which 
he held up, made'the head of it paſt quite through to the other fide;the unfortunate Phra. 
zaphernes was preſently all bathed in his own blood, and letting go the reins of his 
bridle, fell dead at Emmeres his horſes feet, That valiant man, whom his friends deſtiny 
touch'd with grief and compaſſion, ruſh'd forward to take revenge upon Arſaces, who 
was turning another way, and oppoling his paſſage, after he by a loud cry had given 
him warning to defend himſclt,diſcharg'd a blow upon his Helmet with his utmoſt force, 
The hand of Emenes was not light, and indeed Arſaces was roughly ſhaken by it; but 
he ſhocked Eumenes fo violently with his ſhitd, arid with the breaſt of his horſe, that 
Exmenes his, being too weak for that encounter, was thruſt upon his hinder quarters, 
and came down' upon the ſand with his Maſter, '-This a&ion paſſed before Oroondates his 
Tent, -juſt atthat very time, when having put on all hisarms, he was run to the door, 
whicher the Princeſs Berenice had fafſowed him. Arſaces caſt his eye at the ſame time 
both upon the Brother, and upon the Siſter ; and no ſooner knew them, but he lift up 
his hand and head toward heaven, and diſcovering his fury by a terrible cry, and by a 
threatning ation, he leaped from his horſe to affault Or»ondates without advantage, 
and running at him with his ſword drawn, made him ſufficiently know, that *ewas only 
for him he broke the Truce, and brought the War alone into the Camp of his Enemies. 
Oroondates knew him preſently by divers marks, and thanking the gods in a moment 
for that ſo wiſh'd encounter, came to meet him as fiercely as a Lion, and threw himſelf 
headlong into the fight with a rage that cameo way thort of his; they drew blood with 
the firſt ſtrokes they gave,and having made ſome few more at one another with che ſame 
vigor and animoſity, they cloſed, and ſeizing upon each others body, began to vvreſtle 
with an exceflive fury ; they made uſe of nothing but meer ſtrength, and the blind rage 
of theſe two Warriers ſuffered them not to think either of fleight or «kill; they that ood 
by to behold this Combat, would have falnapen Arſaces, but Thaleftris, who was one of 
them, and who deteſted ſuch baſe odds, hindred them with all her power, and in the in- 
rerim theſe twoyaliant men came down together like two Colloffuſee, and began to 
roul upon the ground with ſuch a fury, as ſtruck terror-in thoſe that were ſpeRators, 
Berenice, Araxes, and many others made prayers for Oromdates, bur none of them durit 
undertake any way to aſliſt him, and his genercſtty was ſo well known to them, that they 
dared not to hope for any advantage to him, bur by his valouralone ; they both firug- 
'gled in vain to pet the better, and after they had devefted the earth of irs greennels, and 
died ir all over with their blood in which they wallowed, -they with their arms and legs 
Ahruft each other away at the ſame inſtant, an Rtartup on their feet again 3 they had al+ 
ready lift up their ſwords to begin a ſecond boitt, when a Souldier coming behind Ar 
ſacer,th-uſt him into the reins of hisback with a Javelin, the head whereof ſtruck a good 
way in his body, and the ſhaft remain'd broken in the Souldiers hand. Oroondates, who 
bea-id chisxa&tion gvith an unPeakable grief, ran at him who had given him that ſhame- 
1} aſſiſtance ; bat .&rſa-es, who forall he was fo chated and heated, felt the blow hc had 
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received, ſptung ſuddenly upon that Enery,and not $iving him the leiſixe oper away; 
he wich aflaſh of his [word cur off the arm that had ſtrucken him at the very ſhoaldler, 
After this revenge he turned. toward Orvondates, but his ftrength began' ro fi himz- and 
he was ſo weaken'd by that laſt wound, that having retld three or-four hetowld 
no longer keep himſelf trot falling on the ground. Oroindates tntaged tt the ile of 
this Combat, wherein he{f{w {o little honour, was like to have 'twrn'd ths Arms agatrift 
himſelf, ro blot our the ſhame he had received. Bererice,Thaleftris and Araxes ran pres 
ſenily to him,and began rodifarm hirh, ro look upon his wounds, as they led him to Wk 
Tent ; bur he would not go into it, withont raking the' cate he thonght ' himſelf bound 
to have of his Enemy, and'turnins coward Menelaus, Alek&ander,and Hymniler,who were 
wich him ; For Gods fake ((aid he) if this gallant man be nor dead, ger him ſome'hep, 
and Jet him be hrou-he into one of the rooms of my Tent, where 1 will give order he 
ſhall have thar afſiftance he ſtands in need of: Thoſe young Warriers obey'd him, aid 
coming to the place where the great Arſaces lay all along, they ſaw the earth Rain'd with 
blood roun 1 about him, and found him in a condition wherein their ſiccour was vet 
neceſſary. He had ſcaxrce any underſtanding left ; bur they pulling up his beaver, tht 
freſh air recalled js fainting ipirits, and they ſaw him open his eyes,and life up his head 
very weakly. M. nel aus cauting him to be caken up by Sottldiers, and helping himfelf i 
that charitable offices, carried him in:o Oroondates his Tent, where in a Chamber neat 
his,he wa« quick i* +ormv fun l thed,and 1.3d in bed:bur he was {o weaken'd with lofs 
of blood, w-1rinte.& the pain lic f2'r with the head of the Javelin which was till in hi: 
body,that'he covl.! hartly Ciſcern any thing that was done about him.In che mean time 
Prince Or-0ndates hi- (ervant* 3d got him to bed, and found he had but two, and thofe 
not contiderab]: hurr ; bur when the Chirurgians would have come to dreſs them, he 
enquired how hi: En:my did,and having heard he was alive,and in his Tent; Think of 
him firſt then ({ d he to Lyſin:achus his crys ye wounds are mote dangerous than 
mine, and I will not tuffer my (clt ro be looked to, till he have had thehelp which I can 
better ſtay for. Go (continued he turning toward the ChirurgianHand tell that Valiant 
man, that *ris neither the incommodtiouſneſs of my wounds, nor the mortal hatred 
which is between us, that hinders mz from viſiting him ; but the fea? my preſence may 
diſpleaſe him. and the ſhame I ſhould have to appear before him, after the abominable 
fou! play that has been wiſed to him:tell him rorcover.that he may receive this afliſtance 
without trouble,and without tear of being envavzed to any reconciliation withme ; that 
| exp<&not that fruit of the ſervice 1 do h'm, and that I !abour for the preſervation of 
his life, only toafſan!t it once avain with more glory, and to; revaif ſome part of the 
diſhonour that refl:&: upon m2 by the event of owr Combat, With this meffage he ſent 
them to 4»{uces, without fuffering them to touch him) but preſently after,by Araxes his 
care there were other brought who ſupplicd the want of them, and drefſ:d his wounds 
in the preſence of Lyſimzchus, Proloniews, Crireris, and of all the Principal Comman- 
ders of th: Army, whom the noiſe of that adventure drew prefently into his Tent. In 
the mean time Arſaces had recovered hj< underſtanding perfeRly, and ſeeing himſelf in 
bed encompaſſed with perſons wiom he kn:wnort, he looked carneſtly upon them, and 
afrer havin been awhile ſient;Ve!l me IT pray youC ſaid heYin what place 1 am, & from 
whom I reccive theſe good Offices ? You are in your Enemies Tent (anſwered Menel 26) 
and *tis by his order you receive this ſuccour,which the whole world ows unto your Va- 
Jour, Ar{:ces hearing that,cr-cd our, and lifting up his eyes to heaven, Ah ! Fortune, 
(aid he)this is too much;and.this obſtinacy thou ſheweſt in perſecuting me is full of in- 
humanity,and injuſtice;thou laboureſt for my confufiun as muck as for my Enemies glo- 
ry, and tis only to make me die with grief that thou wilt have me thus often indebted 
to him; but the gods forbid 1 ſhov!d longer make uſe of thy falſe relief, aud that 1 
ſhould prolone my life, ifI cannot do it but by the mercy,and affiſtance of my Enemy. 
He was ſpeaking on thi: manner, when the Chirurgians came in, & drewnear to his bed- 
fide ; but as ſoon as ever they went about to dreſs his wounds, Arſaces thruſt them back, 
and refuſed their help ; Go (faid hc)and tell him that ſeg you, I had rather loſe my 
life then ow it ſo often to him, that *cwas only to affail his F came into this Camp, but 
fince he ſo well knows how to defend it;let him ſuffer him todiec without A 
im 
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him wich ſhame and confuſion, whom he cannot ſuffer to live, fo -long, as he is alive 
himſelf; 1 had hoped he would have fallen with me,but ſince his deftiny is ſtronger then 
mine,let him content himſelf with triumphing over my happineſs, and with triumphing 
over my life, wichout triumphing alſo over my reputation. By ſuch like words as theſe 
the afflifed Arſaces rejefted the ſuccour that was offered him ; but Amintas the Phyi- 
cian, judging, that the meſſage Oroondates had given him charge to deliver, might per= 
chance work ſomething with him, repeated it to him word for word,and by that means 
ſhak'd his reſolution a little;zwhen he had told him once again, that the Prince expetcd 
no other fruit of the help he ſent. him, but the mean: to end their differences with more 
ry. Upon that condition (replied Arſaces) 1 accept his afliftance, and I will conſerve 
my life,to keep him from believing that Lam afraid to diſpute ir once more again him; 
he ſhall ſce me yet again with my ſword in my hand,fince he will have ic ſo, not to con- 
tend with him for the advantage of our Combats which is wholly his, bur to requite cur 
injuries and obligations both rogether, After this diſcourſe, he no lunger oppoſcd the 
will of the Phyſician and Chirurgians : but they were not free from trouble and appre= 
henſion, when they found the head of —_— was all within his fleſh, yet did they 
begin wich inſtruments to try if they could pull it out, and at laſt their endeavours pre- 
vailed, but with ſuch extremity of pain to Arſaces, that a weaker conſtitution than his 
would infallibly have ſunk under it, and yet he never ſo much as cried cut, or ſfoke one 
word, or did any ation that could teſtifie he was ſenlible of the pain they put him 10, 
when the head was out, the Chirurgians no longer doubred of his cure, and ſearching 
two or three other wounds he had, tound not any of them to be great or danzerous. 
When they had performed what belonged to them, they enjoyncd their patient reſt and 
ſilence, but he took care of that himlſelt, and ſpeaking to Alexander and AMenelats, who 
had not ſtirred from him , Charitable Enemies (ſaid he) 1 beſecch youas you love the 
gods, let no body viiit me z you haveſccn bur the {leighteſt of my. wounds, and belides 
the eſtate of my body, my mind is in ſucu a condition as cannot endure any company. 
Alexander promiſed him what he delired, and then withdrawing themſelves, they leſt 
none in the room but thoſe that were. neceflary to ſerve him. They went into Oro-n- 
dates his Chamber, which they found tull of Princes,and Officers of the Army that were 
come to viſit him, all of them together were aſtoniſhed at this adventure, and admir'd 
the boldneſs of that ſtranger, who through the midtt of ſo many thouſand men, and of 
a thouſand deaths which chreatned him, was come to ſeek him in the h:art of his Camp, 
and even in his very Tent;but when Mcnelaus rold them what he had faid unto the Chi. 
rurgians, jand the generous contzmpt he had ſhewn of his lite, they could not wonder 
enough ar this magnanimity, and at the greatneſs of his courage, This relattun made 
Oroondates certain that it was Arſ..ces, but he would not fay any thing of it, for feas 
of giving ſome alarm to the Princeſs Bercn;ce, who by her ſtory he found bore him a 
great deal of good will, deferring to ket her know the truth, till rime ſhould afford him 
a fitter opportunity, Many ef the Princes would have viſited him, and paid him what 
they believed due to a man of fo rare a valour; but Alexander and Menelans diveried 
_— intent, by telling them what a trouble it would be to him, and the requeſt he had 
made. 

In this interimir grew night,and every body being retired,the two gallant enemies pal- 
ſed it in diſquiers tHat were not much unlike.Oroondates enrag'd at the ifſue of that adven- 
ture,coukd not complain ſufficiently of his ill fortune,and deteſted the croſinefs of it with 
words full of tranſport and fury.Muft I put my Enemy to the pains(faid heYco come and 
ſeek me out every day?8 muſt this happy rival,not being ſatified with peaceably enjoy- 
ing the affeCtion of my ingrateful Princeſs,envy me alſo this miſerable life, which he has 
reduced to ſuch a lamentable condition? Muſt he violate the truce,force his paſſage over 
our Trenches,and find me idle in my Tent,when I have ſo many occaſions to pull me out 
of it, and that I ought to ſhut my eyes againſt all dangers, and againſt all conſidera- 
tions, to carry death unto that fortunate rival, and to that irreconcileable _—_ ? 
Ah my courage, Ah my love, Ah my honour, what is now bacome of you 2 Do you ul. 
fer me barely to threaten, and another toexecute, that I ſhould learn my duty of him, 


againſt whom I had arm'd my ſelf with theſe furious reſolutions? Arſaces was no = 
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oblig'd to prevent me, and Ar/aces might have fare ſtill with honour, he whoſe fortune 
is ſo happyz whoſe detires are tully fatished, and who-baving rob'd me of Statira, has 
nor hing more to demand ; but Oroondates, depriv d of, Stazira, depriv'd of happineſs, 
and depriv'd of honaur,ouzht not to have breath'd, but to recover what he has loſt,and 
ought not tu have prolong'd hi- life, bur to take vengeance of that Raviſher of his hap- 
pinefs, of his honour, and of 5tatira all together. He ſpent ſome hours in this conſidera- 
tion, and then falling, into more crue] thoughts, Ah,1 without queſtion (added he) 
without queſtion Sratir. thinks it not encugh to have. forſaken me, bur ſhe will have me 
dyc by shg hand ot her new Lover,becauſe 1 could nor dye with griet for her inconſtancy; 
and 'ti-ctrthinly by her order that Artucey;fers him(clt fo obſtinarely againſt my lite; her 
new affe&tiun withous doubt makes ic, pdiqus to her, and the no longer will iuffer ſuch 
an irreproathable witne(s of her infidglgFzp.continue in the world ; if it be ſ,,O Caſſun- 
dra, (er you no lonver, are Statins, avi pack the name of the royal Family, have like- 

wiſc tadjalide all that was greazaniſatblie.m you). if it be ſo, Iam too blame to oppoſe 

oh golfer up my breaſt without reaſtance to that Mi- 

wiſter of your commands, SHffEMIAarivtic him as: ſoon. as ever he is.in a condition to 
take his ſatisfaftion, and gia mine, and the Sun fhall no ſoun:r ſee Arſaces upon his 
fect agairij; bur ic (hall ſeg, S#hting wich Qroordares,. In the mean time (faid he to 
himfelt ) tic is 10 thy po8lfag tis in thy. Tent, that cruel-rocmentor of thy days, and in- 
ſtead of fadtificing AilrdtRy jult indignatiun, thou, art, obliged by ſome remainders of 
virrue; which thy ltwicannaot Rifle, tg aft him, to ſerve him, and ro labour for the 

preſervarion of rthaghtk9g which thou wouldeſt, and whickr thou oughteſt ro take away. 
But "13+ no thatter(tiþhaued he) we! will do what we ought to do. to the utmoſt, and 

when we;bave paid of Rival whatſoever, in the condition. he now. is, he can hope for 

from an'Friemy as gtngrous as himfelf,, we will proſecuce our quarrels. without remorſe, 

and withous'ad vantage, and will- without regret affault a life, for the conſervation 

whereof we have done all-thar we were bound to do. .. 

Theſe were the diſcourſes of reſtleſy' Qramdates ; but if he was tormented, Arſaces 
found no better uſage from-fiis inhumane thoughts ; che griet he was in to ſee himſelf 
at the mercy of his enemy, and conſtrain'd to receive his afliftance, did indeed make 
fome part of his diſcontentsz but theſe were not the-moſt violent, and when he remem + 
bered that he that day alſo had ſeen the Princeſs Berenice with him at the door of his 
Tenr, and that he believ'd him quietly poſl-fled of her, whoſe atf.:tion he by a thouſand 
remarkable ſervices had (0 well deſerv'd,all his conſtancy forſuok him and gave him over 
to his rage alone; ic had before been great enough to deprive him ot the berter part of 
his judement, and to make him, in the aftion he had newly done, deſpiſe thoſe dangers 
into which hc would not have precipitated himſelf, if he had felt the left C ark of a de- 
hire to live, but by that cruel {ight it was ſo ſtrangely aggravated, that it inienfiblv rook 
away all the remaining power which reaſon had yer conferv.4 over his afflited 
mind ; in theſe furious flies whereinco it caſt him, che torm'd ſuch delign* as were ſuita- 
ble to his deſpair ; but when he pur his hands upon his wounds, or that he tricd ro raiſe 
himſelf upon his bed, the knowlede of his weakneſs augmented his vexation, as much 
a he felt his ftrength ra be. diminiſh'd. What wile thou do,milſerable man ({a'd he) and in 
this higheſt pitch of thy misfortunes, to whom wile thou have recourſe, and what wilt 
thou reſolve upon ? Inconſtant Berenice has unworthily forſaken thee, fortune forſakes 


| thee with her, and even the gods themſelves declare openly for thine enemy. 1f the gods, 


if fortune, if Berenice be againſt thee, what canſt thou flye to but death, which will free 
thee from the anger of the gods, will ſhelter thee from the perſecprions of fortune, and 
cure thee: of the remembrance of ingratcful Berenice ? We muſt dye then, that de- 
lip is no new: thing to Arſaces; if he had not been reſolv*d on that, he would not to 
day have charg'd into a whole Army, and an Army in'which there are ſo many men able 
to take his life without advantage ; but ro dye without revenge is a very hard condition 
to Arſaces, he has notbeen wont to leave his enemies a viRory (o litrle diſpured; and if 
he muſt loſe Berenice, he can hardly quie the poſſeflion of her to another, unlc he pur- 
chaſe it atleaſt with a good quantity of his blood; his Rival muſt perifh with him if ic be 
'Pollible, and Bererice who twice alrcady benheen preſent at our Combats, muſt gh 
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her ſeff with that ſpeQacle once again for all. But why (continued he) why ſhould I de. 
fer it any longer ? Can I not with the ſmall remnant of ſtrength I have left, get intomy 
Rivals Chamber, and make anend of the bufineſs with daggers? 'they*l enter into our 
bodies without reſiſtance, and we ſhall have no arms that can-protrat our Combat. 
He found ſome ſweetneſs in this thought, but of a ſudden he alſo met with difhculties 
in 't ; Thine enemy is too generous (faid he) and thon oughteſt to believe, by ſo many 
effec: of his vertue, "that in the condition thou now art, he will not accept this kind of 
Combat againſt thee ; and as jealous, as tranſported, and as deſperate as thou art, thou 
canſt never be (6 baſe as to think of ſtabbing him in his bed. No, do better, Arſaces, 
leave him Berenice, fince he deſerves her ; his vertue, and the good offices he has done 
thee, oblige thee to quit her to him, and thou maiſt abandon her without meanne(s of 
ſpirir, provided thou alſo abandon 'thy life with her ; he will not believe thou yield'@ 
her to him for fear of a death, which thou ſhalt give thy ſelf in his preſence z and thou 
ſhale nor then be compelFd to prolong thy pains, in prolonging thy life fora revenge 
which perchance thou maiſt never be allow'd to take, This laſt thought fix'd Arſaces 
his.refolution more than the reſt, and he was ſtill of the ſame mind, when the day be- 
an to break. nr on 
: The Princeſs Berenice and Thaleſtris ſaw it' appear without, having hardly cloſed 
their eyes all night: they lay together, as before at Polemor's houſe ; and if thediſ« 
contents of Oroondater and Arſaces tormented them fo cruelly, theirs ſuffered them 


to reſt but very little better. Thaleſtris had no ſooner givers Berenice part of the ſatiſ+ +, 


fation ſhe had received by the clearing of matters between Orontes and her, and of 
the trouble ſhe began to feel for the baniſhment ſhe had condemn'd him to z but Berenice 
with a like. confidence imparted her diſquiets. She remembred the wordsher brother 
had ſpoken touching Arſaces his infidelity, and they were fo deeply ingraven in her me. 
mory, that fromthe firſt moment ſhe had heard them, ſhe was not capable of any relt ; 
ſhe would have had much ado to believe that report,it it had come from any other body 
but the Prince her brother: but ſhe gave ſo perfe&'a credit to what he ſaid, that ſhe durit 
not queſtion what had been told her by ſo authentick a witneſs ; that cruel opinion has 
ving begun to creep into her mind, tormented her already very violently, and not be= 
ing able to difſemble her thoughts from that fair Queen, ſhe disburthen'd part of her 
griefs into her boſom. The Princeſs was exceeding moderate, and of a wondrous mild 
difpoſition ; nor was ſhe tranſported with any fury, but ſatisfied herſelf with weeping, 
and complaining of Arſaces his inconſtancy, without falling into any rage, or making 
any imprecations againſt him ;- If Arſeces has deceiv'd me (faid ſhe) there is no more 
fieglity to be hoped for in mankind,and I canhard]y believe he ſhould have forſaken me 
without powerful reaſons to perſwade him to it ; without. doubt I was not lovely 
enough to keep his affeftions longer ; but he had done too much, and I daxe ſay, he bad 
ſuffer*d too much for me, to open his eyes ſo ſuddenly to the knowledg of my defedts; 
I for his ſake had commirted faults, which perhaps will never be forgiven me by ſeverer 
perſons, and I may truly ſay, that I never by any of my a&ions gave him juſt cauſe to 
repent of his affetion. Thovghthe Princeſs brought forth theſe words very calmly, 
yet did ſhe accompany them with ſighs and tears, which made Thaleſtris Judge ſhe was 
much more deeply touclh'd than ſhe was willing to make ſhew of : ſhe ſtrove tocom- 
fort her in a diſeaſe whereof ſhe her ſelf was already cured, and being very loath tore- 
double her afli&ion, ſhe feign'd to be ignorant of the cauſe of Oroondates his words, 
and told her nothing at all of what ſhe with him believed touching the loves of Arſsves 
and of Queen Statirs, As ſhe was thus reſery'd in confideration of Berenice, Berenice 
was no leſs ſo inregard of her, and would not reveal a ſecret which ſhe had not yet dif 
cover'd to the Prince her brother. The defire ſhe had to clear her doubts perfetly with 
him, made her get out of bed when.the San was ſcarcely riſen ; and as ſoon as ever ſhe 
was ready, ſhe went out of her chamber to go to Oroomdates his Tent, She came thi- 
ther, and rave him the pood-morrow, when Arſaces was yet in thoſe cruel agitations 
which had diſtrated him all the night. He was ftill full of irreſolution, when Oroonda» 
tes his ſervants came into hischamber, and drawing near to his bed-fide, told him, their 
Maſter had fent them-to enquire after Ys health ; by his redoubling of ohBigacions 
ace 
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_ zHtby his bed-fide, he puiPd:one of his arms out of bed, and pruning his hand-ypy 
Ws Cuicaſs, felt for.a Dagger which-h- commonly. wore there y and having drawn js 
ett ofthe ſheath, he hid it in bis bed © make uſe of it in the reſolution he had 4aken; 
He then raiſed himſelf 'to fit up, though- with much pain and trouble, and; judging 
#that with: ſome help he might be- able to: ftand, he call'd_one of Qroondater. his. {ex-- 
vants which waited in:the Chamber, and when he was come to his bed;fide, -he pray'd 
him to reach his cloaths,and to help him on with them. The man who ſaw, in what <ayy 
dition he was, made ſome difficulty ro obey him ; but Arfaces redoubled his jaereaties 
with ſo.abſolute a look, and fo imperious a voice, that he no longer had the boldneſs 49 
refuſe what he demanded. He pur on his cloaths with much ado, and with mych incom) 
modiouſneſs to Arſeces, 'who when he was ready, convey'd the Dagger, ſo.that the map 
rceiy'd it not, into one of the (leeves of his Caffack ; after which, he defired'his af+ 
wn to get into his Maſters Chamber. The ſervant who was ignoram of; his inten- 
tions, made a great (cruple of helping him in that defign : but when he ſaw; him without 
arms, and fo feeble that he could hardly ft upright, he believ'd he might do him that 
ſervice without putting his Prince into ary danger ; and moreover Arſaces his counte» 
nance cauſed ſo much reſpe&, and ſo much tear in him together, that he had not the 
courage to diſobey him. - By his aſſiſtance therefore he roſe from his bed,” and: when he 
was upon his legs he felt himſelf ſo weak, that without his ſupport he would not. hay 
been able to ſtand ; yer did he begin to walk leaning upon the ſervants arm, and wit 
much pain and difhculty made a ſhife to get into Oroondates his Chamber. -. The Prince 
of Scythiawas at that time accompanied: with Lyſimachws, Prince Oxyartes, - Art»baſus, 
and Berenice, who by reaſon of thoſe Princes being there had not been able to clear the 
doubts he cauſed in her;ſcarce had they begun to fall upon ſome diſcourſe, when they ſaw 
Arſaces enter with his guide : he mov'd ſo ſoftly,and his face was ſo exceeding pale, that 
he preſently ftirr'd up more pity than apprehenſion. The Princeſs Berenice had noſooney 
caſt her eycs upon him, but fhe knew him immediately; yet whether ic were by reaſon of 
her exceſſive aſtoniſhment, and ſudden ſurpriſal, or of the effe& ber brothers words had 
already wrought in her, inftead of running to meer him, ſhe continued unmeveable: 
the Chair where the was fitting, and appcar'd ſcarce capableof ſenſe at ſo unexpeRte 
an Encounter. Lyfmachw whoſe thoughts at that time were far cnough from that ad- 
venture, knew him not at his comingin, and his face was ſufficiently chang'd by his loſs 
of blood, to make a man loſe the features of it; yet all believ'd at the firft, that it was 
that! valiant enemy whoſe laſt ations were a part of their entertainment, and all of 
thern at his entrance roſe up from their ſeats, and prepar'd themſelves with attention to 
obſerve. what he meant toſay anddo./ . Orvondates taking notice of the. alteration/ of 
their countenances, thruſt his head a little out of bed, and by that ſight concurring in 
their opinion, be fate up, and without being mov'd,. expeRtcd the ſucceſ5of that adyen- 
ture,  Hrſaces being reaſonable near ———_ hinſelf ſo weak thar he was gw; 
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iratrod'to fink imo chair; whetcche nds foartdly! fer, when tafting His gycs: toward 
Orcondates, and the Princifocltirenite,,"F chiae:.od (Gid 7-310) happy Lovers wid 
fttix your evatateinents, moe t6 a fortimewhich my cival;has built butupbn che 
[of infine ; 1albough'be: iv witly injoſtice, he ha#made himſelf vol. 
by his virme/ nd Ihould be ingrateful to. the. etfefts of his generofity; if 4 fil 
perſiſt in the defign/l bad againſt his life. - I come Q Berepivey (continued he, fixing his 
vyes a the PrincdsYboth co vent my {laſt reproaches againſt chive infidelity, 
arid vo delivet>up that Hife'dt thy fret,” which | fo blindly.pave: thee 5 1 will ncitherpy 
thed iniimind of thy.oaths; 'dor of what thowowdRt unto the ſervices I haveidone: thee, 
vill fiffice me corel rhee; chk by thy ſhameful inconftancy:thou makeſtaby (elf un; 
worthy of eby bleck and of: Arſ«re? his fideliry4:the pods, if they be juſt, will never (uſe 
thy rap utipuntſhedy and to render thee yer anepd rrp —— thib life to 


ehich +0 the projudice of all nry eftate;of all niy {riendt;ic oveh , 
tely:reſigned unto thy;/will,8&: whercot,througha lawful deſpair] ere accoms 
the factifice/ 'As he ended theſe words, he drew:the dagger out of the place:iwhere he 
oy and Wing ir ſuddenly: inco tlic airybad certainly ftabb'd himſclfro.the heart if 
Lyſimechus; wii-wascloſcby; trad-nor carcli'd hold of him, and topp'd his arm juſt as he 
giving themortdl blow. - Ar/aces was fo weak, that Lyfimachwcafily gorthe of 
out of his hard;buc while be wazeager inthat imployment,the'reſt of the company ' 
ina marvellous confuſion,and ſuch an one,as all che words in the world could not be able 
16\&preſs;/ Orcondutes, Uxyanes, Artabaſts,and Araxes,had, firit in Arſaces his face; ard 
after in the tutteofhis voice, found fo great a reſemblance ofa Prince, who fornierly had © 
been deararts them than their own lives, that if by an untimely death he hatlirige been 
taken from them, they ſurely' would have believed him to be the very ſame”: Orom 
diter, whoth this cohceic had madeto thruſt part of his body our of bed;caſt his eye upen 
thic faces of the reſt, and obſerving in them anaſtoniſhment as great as his, O 'Artabaſis! 
{cried he,) O Oyortes! (is notxhis the face and voice of poor Artaxerxes ? Ariacer who 
was yet firugling in Lyſimachw. his arms, turned his head at that demand; and looked 
Oroordates in the face, which til then the darkneſs of the place where he lay, and the 
blindneſs of hs paſſion had kept him from diſcerning. Ac that time it was in open view, 
and' Ayſ>ces had no ſooner heedfully conſidered it, but he ſent forth a louder cry than 
conld have been expeBted from the Hirtleneſs of his ftrength, and imployig the Relicks 
of it, to riſe up from his chair, and creep asfar as the bed, he there funk down nponthe 
Prince 'of Scythia . O Oroondates (cryed he) O my dearcſt Brother, is ir you?» Theſe 
words, and this ation would abloJutcly have perſwaded rhe: Prince, and the reft of the 
company, that the- valiant Arſaces was no other than Prince Artazerxes, if «they had 
not remembred that eight whole years were run our; fince their own eyes had ſeer-hini 
flain in the battel of Selena, In the mean rime; Prince Oroondates receiv'd his imbraces 
with an unparallel'd amazement, - and not being able to comprehend any thing of thar 
adventure, O my eyes and ears ? (faid he) with what illufions do you abuſe me 2. Then 
Hd he caſt his looks upon the Princeſs his fiſter, who as much troubled as the reſt, bur 
fot different confiderations, knew nor yet which way ſhe ſhould carry her felf- ſhe per- 
cxived the agitations of her brothers mind, and being defirous ro help him in that n+ 
coumer ; Nay, brother (faid ſhe) doube no more on it , "tis Prince Artexerxer with- 
ont illofion. - Yes, deareſt brother (added Arſaces ) Iam Artaxerxes, and if you love 
me till, me thinks you ſhould not hind it ſo hard a matter to: know my face. Oroon- 
dates was fo befides himſelf ;'that he could not yet tell whar he ſhould 1 ; 
and though in-Arſaces he obſerv'd-both the voice, the face; and all the geftares of Ar- 
raxerxes, and that by his tender endearmenes he:ſtY! preſervid this former affeRion, yet 
cold he notbring his mind to ſo difficult a belicf, nor contradif his own eyes, and the 
go of all Affe, for the death of Prince Arzaxerxes, He looked carneſtly upon him, 
thont being able to open his mouth, and in the mean time Arſaces rurning toward'the 
reſt and frretching forth his arms to -them ; What Uncle (ſaid{ he zo Prince Ozyurter ) 
and yo: Coufiti (to old Artobafar ) will not you ktiow me neither? Oxyerter and Artd- 
| baſkis received his kindneſs, bur with ſuch a confuſion as kepe chem fall ag mare; und as 
Worider-ftrucken as before, - Ax laſt Prince Orvondezer broke filence; and greedily-de- 
Uk vouring 
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tainly confirny'd of that ſtrange truth. As ſoon as that belict wasg l 3 
produced ſuch violent eff:A&s there, that he was like to have died with an exceſs of con» 
tentment, his cheeks were preſently bath'd in aftream of tears, and his joy broke forth 
into ſuch paſlionate expreſſions, that though the by-ftanders had not been at all con- 
cerned, they could not but have ſhed tears at ſuch a moving ſpeftacle. He hugged him 
in his arms almoſt an hoyr together, withoug affording a ſhare in him to any body, and 
ever and anon\trying 00KiO'Nripxcbren.! ydcarrit thats \wkies EY able to 
bring forth any other word diſtindtly , al] languago þ too weak to repreſent a part of 
what paſſcd in this encounter ; never had'man been To paffionarely beloved of another, 
as Artaxerxes of Prince Oroondates, unleſs Artaxerxes himſelf diſputed with him for that 
advantage ; ind never had real death been deplored with ſo many tears, as the ſuppoſed 
death of Artaxerxes had been by his dear Oroondates ; nor did the knowledg of his 
being alive tranſport him unto lefs- extremities ; for, all that a moſt violent paſſion can 
produce, appeared at the higheſt pitch in that encounter. At laſt Oxyartes and Arta« 
baſs required their part in Artaxerxes, and it was Juſt they ſhould poſſeſs him for ſome 
few moments z ſcarce could they obrain it of Oreondazes, but they pulled him out of 
his arms ; and Lyſimachw,who beſides the acquaintance he had with bim as Arſaces,had 
ſo many other reaſons to conſider him particularly, with ardent entreaties begged the 
continuation of that friendſhip, which Arſaces had made him hope he ſhould enjoy. 
Araxes, who had his fhareofytidneft ar wettar the refttraneanct caft himfciferbiotens 


3 
and received alſo his part in thoſe charming endearments, wherewith the Prince of Per- 
fi won the hearts of the moſt barbarous perſons; all the company remained a long time 
before they could utter any thing that hung together, but when they began to be a lictle 
ſetled, Or-onates, who could not get out of his aſtoniſhment, and who, through the 
excels of his joy coul hardly tell what he did, nor where he was, at Jaft recalled paſt 
ations into his memory, and looking, upon Arſaces with eyes that were full of love, 
What, ( cried he) was that blood then, which my (acrilegious hand hath ſhed, the blood 
of deareſt Artaxerxes ? And was it againſt my dear Oroondates (added Arfaces) that 
Imade ſuch cruel reſolution: 0 gods ! (continued Oroondates, railing his voice) how 
many blefſings do you ſend me all at once! you think it not enough to give me Artax= 
erxes, but you alſo reſtore me S:atira whomlT had loft; and fince it was only of Artax- 
erxes that I was J:alous, and that *twas only to Artaxerxes that Statira granted thoſe 
favours which drove me into deſpair, Statire is innocent, Stair. is not inconſtant, This 
laſt diſcovery put the two Princes into new raptures of Joy, which had like to have been 
fatal tothem - and Arſaces, who but a few minutes before came into the Chamber with 
ſuch cruel ſuſvicions againſt Berenice, could not be cured of them withour falling into 
inconceivable extaſies. How ! (ſaid he, quite beſides himſelf with joy) has not Bere- 
nice forſaken me then, and was it but to her brother ſhe gave thoſe miſtaken embraces 
which have coft us ſo much blood, and which-have produced ſuch ftrange effe&s? Ah! 
Madam, (vurſued he, turning toward the Princeſs, and doing his endeavours to throw 
himſelfat her feer) what hall guilty Arſaces do to obtain pardon for ſo many offences 
and by what blond can he be able to waſh them our, if they have already made him ſpend 
the beft part of his ? He would have ſaid more, and ftrove to have begged forgiveneſs 
on his knees, bur the Princeſs would notſuffer him, and forcing modetly to —_ 
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T .ic-but reaſon, Caliſta, that. I ſhould watch for you all manner of 
ways, and that ſome part ofthoſe nights you make me Fs without 
ſeep, ſhould be beſtowed on this employment which you have orgain- 
ed me : T obey you without repuguance, | both becauſe in pleaſing you 

| I nect my ſatisſation,and my perfed glory ; and becauſe I indeed nd 

ſome pleaſure in entertaining my ſelf ſtill with perſons towards whom your. in- 
clinations have canſed a friendſhip in me. My Heroes now are dearer to me 
by your approbation than by their own deſert,and ſince you have judged them 
worthy of your affe@ions,they are too proud 4 that high fortune to negle& any 
thing from henceforth that may maintain them in it,or to conceal any of thoſe 
gallant ations from you which maypreſerve them in your eſteem. They when 

I was taken up with buſineſſes very different from this , ſollicited me them- 

ſelves to give youtbe continuation of their adventures, and Thad your com- 

mands too deeply graven inmy remembrance to reſiſt their ſollicit ations. 1 
here bring them to you a fourth time, divine Caliſta, at their next viſit they 

ſhall take their leave of you, and in this perhaps will tell you ſome part of that 

you have deſired from them. If you think my Arlaces too long in the recital of 
bis life, perchance you will pardon that defe@, in conſideration of the acci- 
dents whereof it is compoſed.,and of the importance of the a&Fions and perſon, 
ſince his death drew tears from your fair eys,and thatyou have intereſſed your 
ſelf enough both in his return. and in his whole fortune, to hear the relation 
of it without wearineſs. If all the adventures of it are not equal, and if you 
d ſome places in them not ſo ſtrong, nor ſo diverting as others, you will be 
pleaſed to conſider, that my invention has not had an entire liberty.and that 
it bas been rack d by Chronology, by the truth of the Hiſtory, and by theſe 
things I had already written ; and,in ſhort, that T have been put to it, as ma- 
ny others would have been, to make Darius his ſon paſs his time handſomly in 
Scythia, whilſt hjs country was laid deſolate, and his father deprived of his 
Empire,and of his life,by Alexander's vidoriows forces.Tet in this encounter, 
and in many others which truly have kept me in a very troubleſom conſtraint, 
T have ſtuck to probability as much 8s poſſibly T could,and kave made up aſtory 
which in mine own opinion is not the moſt defeive of this piece. Ton your ſelf 
i may be will make a more favourable judgment of it, than mine 3 ſince you 
have ever ſhewed as much goodneſs, and as much complacency to your Caſ- 
ſandra, as you have had little for him who gave her to you before her birth, 
and who here confirmes the gift with that of his own life. 
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Hilh ing but joy.relvunds 7 the Prince of SOge's Tent, forrow dif- 
I plays a its moſt mournful effe&? in that of A#47272/u6,” and- in\thd ſoul of 
owe Dubirhim, That athorots Privice, whornt the varfery offo' many ob- 
NNE 2) id" of- 6 many ' emplayyents, could not divert from * his fatal 
thoughts, 'was'@R> out as foun'as\ daybegan to break, to. pay. his ordinary tribuee 
to the aſhes of, bs, Hermione, He had waſb'd the, cold; Marble. of her' Tomb with 
his tears, whoſe ſource, ſeem'd 'impallible tg be. dried up; he had invok'd her ghcſt; 
nd a thouſand times. proyoun'd that name fo dear, to his remembrance, when after 
Ae ſpent ſome time in theſe doleful employments, he began ro walk- along the 
River-fide, ſeeking in' all kitid of obje&s for new marter of increaſe to fiis afi&tion, 
He was inſenfibly gotten” a pu way fromthe Camp, and already drew near that 
Walk which reaChd frem the bank-of the River unto the Temple of Apolio , when he 
chanc'd ro light upon an extraordinary adventure; He firſt ſaw certain Horſes looſened 
from a Chariot which Rood ſome pwenty paces from them, and a. little fatther c& under 
certain Trees he ſaw Women fitting upon the graſ*, and three or four mcn ftandi 
about them. Demetrius his ſorrowful humor made him chink of going dire&t'y ba 
or of turniug into ſome uther way to avoid that Encounter, - For rhat purpoſe, after has 
ving raken a lictle circuit, he left that company bn his rfghr hand, bur paſſing ſomething 
near them; he difcover*d nbjeAu%har were powerful enough to ſtay him, ard make him 
change his reſolution.  H2 caſt his eye uporetboſe wemen wich more curioſity than his 
grief ſeem'd tohave left him,, and being nattrally, he was a Lover, or rather an Idolater 
of that (ex, he; began to intereſs hinmſelt in certain, tighs and complaints he heard come 
from among them, That poreht inclination which was predominant in him over all 
others, ſuſpended the violence of his forrow for a few moments, and made. him capable; 
of ſome attention, and even of fqme defire to know more. To faricfic himfcIf he drew 
near to thoſe Trees again, and took his place betind a hedge, through which he di- 
Rinaly could obſerve the perſons whereof that aompany was compoſed, There wasa 
young | ady, tro: whom all chereſt bore refpe& as to the Miſfzils,, or as to the chief oftwo 
women that ſeem'd to be of her retinue, an old wan of reaſonable Food preſence, and 
ſome other ſervants. This Lady was laid along upon the grals, leaning her head in the 
lap of one of thoſe women the old man was firting five or Iix paces from hier, and the 
ſervants Rood waiting round about them. Dermetrins conld ſet the Ladies face but on 
the ſide, yer ini that little that appear'd to his eyes he obſerv'd an extraordimary beauty; 
That fight oblig?d him to lend-an tar to their converſation, .and.then he. heard the | ady 
{peak on this manner;Flatter me no longer, Thropenes, bue think.as I do, that this ete- 
nal anger of the gods has noather cauſe buri my ingratitude, and the meaneſs of my 
ſpirit; | am confident enough of it to belleve, that it hath drawn part of thoſe deſola- 
tions which have fallen upon our houſe,and I account it a manifelt foliy to truggle any 
more againſt my deſtmy. 'AN ! how many thiffortumes ſhould Thave heped, if I had 
not ſurviv'd that deplorable 15; which ſerlctl a ploomy cruel night for ever in wy 
at 
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What an infinite of tears ſhould 1 have ſpared my eyes, and from how many bloody 
diſmal (pcCtacles ſhould I have freed them ? How great remorſe, how great repentance 
ſhuuld I have avoided? and in ſhort, what a world of miſcries ſhould I have forſaken, to 
enjoy that reſt which you have always oppoſed ? Ah! without doubt (continued the, 
with a voice interrupted by many ſighs) without doubt, O moſt valiant, and moſt con- 
Rant Prince, T ought to have accompanied you to your grave ; I ſhould then no more be 
guilty of faint-heartedneſs, and ſhould only have fele my firſt misfortunes, I ſhould 
not have ſeen the loſs of my friends, and the general ruin of our family, nor ſhould 
| have been reduced to wander from Province to Province, to ſeek a ſanftuary for 
this life, which 1 had ſo many occafions to hate. This fair deſolate Lady: broughe 
forth theſe words with (o fad 'and yet fo pleafing a tone, that they pierced even 
into the very ſoul of Pemetrizs, and preſently begot a defire in him, both to know 
that ſtranver, and to offer her his- aſſiſtance in the miſeries ſhe complained of, With 
this intent, lending an car to their diſcourſe more carefully than before, he heard 
that the o)d man , after having kept filence a good while, made this reply. It is 
no Jonger time, Madam, to renew your grief by theſe tragical remembrances which 
afi you, and to ſeck our new matter of ſorrow in a wound, which time, your reaſon, 
and your refionation to the will of the gods, ought to have perfeRly cured. You have 
fpenr rime enough in mourntul employments, and you haye ſhewed both ſenſe enough 
of vour lofſes, and contemyt enough of your Jife, to fear no reproaches of ingratitude, 
or of meanneſs of ipirit, Think now of piving fome reſt unto your mind, and beginto 
hore for an end of part of yonr miferies, The gods do mu command it you, and 
they h2ve diſcovered their intentions clearly enouyh, to leave your diſobedience no ex- 
cuſe, and to free you from all new cauſe of apprehenfion, What would you have me 
hope, O Theogenes ? (faid the fair afflifted Lady with a figh) ſhall I hope for the re- 
covery of thoſe perſons | have loft ? and will choſe gods, whoſe pleaſure ought to be a 
facred Law ro us,reſtore me the King my Father, of whoſe death theſe eyes were ſad ſpe= 
frators? will they regain me that dear Prince, whom my ingraticude ſent unto his grave ? 
Ah ! Theozen-s, you know that that's the true cauſe of all my tears, and if yeu will have 
me hope for the end of my wandring*, & for that refige which we ſeck againſt our perſe- 
cuters how little able is that hope to comfort me? & befifes, how little certainty is there 
in it ! That great man, at whole feet we went to ſeek both retuge and revenge, is now 
no longer in this wor 1d, and his valiant ſucce{ſors are imbroil'd in quarrels themſelves, 
which will leave them Hut lirtle ſenſe of ours. The Lady withour queſtion would have 
faid more, if Demetrius by chance had not ſhewed himſfelt a little, and by that fight in- 
terrupted their converſation, When heſaw he was diſcovered, he reſolved to make his 
addreſſes to that ſtranger, and affure her that amongit Alexander ſucceflors, ſhe ſhould 
Rill find that generoſity which made him prote the miſerable, and the opprefled. At 
his cominy toward them, the fair ſtranger raiſed up her head, and obſerving ſomthing 
that was great and noble in Demetrizs his face, ſhe believed him to be a man of qualiry, 
and thought her ſelf obliged to riſe, torepay part of his ſalutation. Demetrius had no 
ſooner caſt his eyes upon her,but he was in a manner blinded with the luſtre of that mar- 
vellous beauty, and calling to m'nd the remembrance of the moſt accompliſhed ones he 
knew, he was of opinion, that he had ſeen nothing inthe faces of the Princeſs Berenice, 
or of Q'1cen Statira, ' which might not be equall'd in thar of this young ſtranger. The 
whiteſt and ſmoothelt things in the whole world, came nothing near the delicacy of ker 
$in, all the lineaments of her face were form'd, as it were in emulation, with the moſt 
exat proportion nature could poſſibly beſtow, and her eyes had ſomthing in them 
that was extreamly moving, but moving with ſo much ſweetneſs and Majeſty together, 
that*twas impoſſible to bear the glances of them without being dazled. They enclin'd 
toward black, and her hair wasof the ſame colour , her neck, her hand, her ſtature left 
nothing to be defired for their perfe&tion, and the amazed Demetr;ws found ſo many 
cauſes of admiration in that lovely obje&, that he loſt part of his confidence, and could 
not approach ſo divine a perſon, without extraordinary fear and reſpe&. Yer did hte 
draw near her with a very low obciſance, and when ſhe had returned, what the greateſt 
ſtrangers thought due to his graceful faſhion ; Madam, (aid he)the liberty I take, 
| Vvy would 
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would not be pardonable, if the cauſe of it were not very lawful ; nor had I interrupted 
you-.cony: "atiun, but to put you out of the doubts you have of Alexanders Succefſours, 
My acareit and it {riends bold ſome rank amongſt them, and I ſhall not be diſayow'd 
by the beeter part, when I proteſt to you, that they will receive the occaſions of doing 
you ſervice, as the moſt glorious fortunes that can befall them, Demetrius ſpake theſe 
words with-{nich a grace, that the fair Stranger found litrle leſs reaſon of aftoniſhment in 
him, than he had met in her; and knowing both by his words, and by many marks of 
greamels which ſhone forth viſibly in him, that he was no common perion, the received 
hic diſcourſe, and anſwered him with much civility : Whoſoever you are (faid ſhe) that 
wich tuch goodneſs offer your aſſiſtance to afflifted perſons, your countenance gives 
much credit to your words, and I ſhall never doubt but that ſuch a man as you are, 
muſt needs be one, and one of the moſt worthy Succefſours of Alexander, Iam one of 
the leaſt conſiderable amongſt them (replied Demetrixs) but I have confidence enough 
in their friendſhip, and in their vertue, to offer you all the faccotr you can defire of 
them, and to intereſs them in your quarrel, with a zeal which will make them forger 
their own to ſerve you; Their affairs (anſwered the Stranger) are fo great and fo im- 
portant, that the intereſts of a miſerable woman ought not to withdraw thern from them, 
neither js it my intention to make them any uncivil requeſt, but onely to demand a te. 
treat againſt my cruel enemies, who having deſtroyed an illuftrious family, allied many 
ways-to that of Alexander the Great, do proſecute the wretched Reliques of it with an 
upparalle!'d inhumanity, You may obtain all that you can defire of them without de- 
manding it (faid — ; and they that could refuſe any thing to the very look of # 
perſon like your ſelf, would be unworthy of the memory of Alexander, The alliance 
of your family to that great King will be very conſiderable among them, who acknow- 
ledge all their glory, and all their fortune from him, but your beauty will perſwade 
them'more powerfully than any other argument whatſoever. The fair ſtranger,extreme- 
ly ſatizfied with this firſt encounter, which by Demetrixs his civility made her judge fa- 
vourably of that of his companions, was already paſſionately defirous ro know him,and 
her defire, which ſhe durſt not expreſs, was beginning to appear in her face, when ſome 
Officers of the Army paſſing by, and fecing Demetrimw, came towards bim with much re- 
ſpe& ; whereby ſhe learned the ;greatnefs of his quality, but not being fully farisfied 
with that, ſhe made {ign to the old man, who accompanied her, to inform himſelf more 
particularly. Theogenes had no ſooner heard from one of thoſe men, and the fair 
ſtranger from Theogenes, that it was Demetrias the Son of Antigonws , whoſe name 
was known through all Exrope and Afia, but coming to him, Sir, (faid ſhe) 1 by ſo ma- 
ny marks of greatneſs as appear in you, might certainly know you te be a Prince, and 1 
was already confident of ir, beforeI heard you were the Son of Prince Antigonws, his 
name is not-unknown in our Countries , neither was his perſon to the King my Father 
Your youth hath not hindered your reputation from extending it ſelf as far as the place 
of my nativity, and I cannot but thank my fate, for havinz ſo. happily given me this 
firſt encounter. Demetrius anſwered with very low ſubmiſſion, and reiterated the of- 
fers he had made her, with ſo much affe&ion and reſpe&, that ſhe thought ſhe was ob-, 
liged to diſcover her {elf to him, and to give kim a perfe&t knowledge of her fortune. 
For which purpoſe, Sir, (replicd ſhe) if your generoſity incites you already to comfort my 
misfortunes, I hope when they are known to you, you will not loſe thoſe charitable 
defires, and the obligation I have to goodneſs, will not ſuffer me longer to con- 
ceal the name, nor the life of this unfortumate woman, whom you have thought worthy 
of your'affiltance. The recital of my fad adventures may perhaps be tedious to you, but 
if you pleaſe to grant them an hours time, I hope | ſhall intereſs you in my fortune, and 
I ſhall make confeſſions to you, which I cannot do without ſhame, nor without ſhew- 
ing my acknowledgement for your civilities, and the confidence I have in your vertue. 
Demetrizs confounded at fo ubliging a diſcourſe, could not find words to expreſs the 
ſenſe he had of it ; and the fight, and fweet converſation of that divine ftranger, having 
in part ſuſpended his remembrance of Hermione , he prepared himſclf for attention, 
witha reſpe& ſuitable to the favour he received; and having teſtified how confiderable 
it was to hiw, he ſate down with her, by her command, and making fign to ___ 
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fieersto retire, he lent a greedy'ear to her relation, which' ſke' began immediattdy fn 
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Shall oo idjure modeſty, if Trellyou, that there is no Blood more illiftrious thai 
that whereof Iam deſcended, fince indeed it draws its originial'from the gods {and that: 


- 
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Aebilles; He was the Father of Pyrrbws, who after the fiege of Troy, being dtiven out” 
of his Countrey,” came to inhabit among the' Melofſes, where he eſtabliſhed the- Mos 


narchy of the Epirotes, - His Son ſucceeded him in the Crown, and his poſterity hath 


reigned after him ina right male'Line to King Arimbas, the Father of Alexander my 
Uncle, King of Epirus, of Aaciaas my Father who ſucceeded him in that Kingdom,and 
of Queen Olimpias the wife of Philip, and Mother of Alexander the Great. By this 


ſhort touch of our Genealogy, I have let you ſee the kindred that was between” the: late * 


Alexander and us ; and morcover you without doubt have heard, how, to angmhent 


that alliance between our families, King Philip gave his daughter Cleopatra whom he 
had by a former wife, in marriage to Alexand& my Uncle, who by that double affitiicy 
became both his Son in Law, and his Brother in Law, - Wo 

Aﬀer this knowledge ot my quality, I will tell you, that I was born of Prince Z adidas 
and of the Princeſs Phtia his wite, the daughter of Menon the Thiieflalian, who acquired 
ſo greata reputation in the Lamaick War. I was bred up in the Ct urt of King Alexans 
der my Uncle, and he ſecing himfelt childleſs, and loving the Prince his brother very 
dearly, cauſed great care to be taken of my education, the Prinecſs my Mother contri- 
buting on her fide whatſoever could be cxpetted from ſo tender an affe&ion, as that 
the bore me. I will not entertain you with the particulars of my infancy, amone which 
there is nothing worthy to be told you , and 'ewill be ſufficient to let you know 1 ;afled 
it without any trouble, and that that was the only time wherein I taſted any ſweerneſs 
or tranquillity, I was as much made of by the King my Uncle, and by the Q cen his 
wife, as if I had been their own daughter, and themarks of a reaſonable gooa nature 
which were obſerved in me, rather tharſthe appearances of a growing beanty, where- 
with ſome began to perſecute me,gained me theaff:&ions of the whole Court. 1 lived on 
this manner, (fince I muſt abridge the recital of matters of ſmall importancr-)-until- my 
thirteenth year, which was the laſt of thecalm, and quietneſs of my life. The King my 
Uncle, in whom the fame of the other Alexander his brother in Law, and his Nephew be- 
got an emulation, and who was neither behind him in ambition, nor 'in courage, ima 
gined himſelf to be born for great enterpriſes as well as he; and did not deſpair of ob- 
taining as glorious Vitories as his. With this deſign, he raiſed a potent Army,and aim- 
ing at the conqueſt of the Weſt, he paſſed into Traly, after having put the povern« 
ment of his Kingdom into the hands of my Father, who took the care of it upon him at 
his defire z and bearing a great affe&ion to his brother, uſed that confidence he had in 
him with a perfe& fidelity, and acquitted himſelf without reproach of the charge rhar 
had been given him. The Kingdom for a certain time remained peaceable enough, but 


the Moloſſes, he under-hand furniſhed them with men and mony, and by his affiftance 
they grew ſo powerful, that at laſt they made War openly, ſer a mighty Army or foot, 
and marched ftreight toward Xacidas, with an intent to give him' batte}, 'My Father, 


who at firſt had been a little that revolr, was extremely unprepared ; yet 
ving a very good courage, leſpeed drew together thoſe forces he had, 

and giving order for new Levies patience to ſtay till they were in a read 

neſs to ſerve him, but went to meet the Rebels with : headed of nun, He :ofted in 


the juſtice of his cauſe, and believed'that bis Enemies, half conquered by their pui 
would neverhave the boldneſnoffayhiscoming but hefound himſelf deceived ke? 
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| ing giyen'them batrel very » Als Army; weaker: by - 
hon hls ws —_ defeated,and ſcarce was he able with a ſmall remaj IH 
men, to ſave himſelf in Ambracis the Metropolis of the Kingdom, where the whole 
Court did ſtill refide. Then it was chat he faw the fault be had commirted,in fighting fo 
raſhly ; and bo nn D— rele and s Di the Enc» 
ics might make.if they. w:to/l [ yantage, Diſpatchewo 
gs gr To ed chedn oliRunce, anni wed bred 
the Town, and gather'd rogether'all che Forces he had:cauſed. to be levied, While; he' 
was, thus imployed, the Rebels made themſelves Maſters uf the eld wndey the Candu& 
of one Fbarrites a valiant Commander, and- finding. n&/ more. rehiftances, came, audachr 
oally. and hid fieges befare Ambragay: where we were al retir'd : My Father had-al+- 
—_— put it jn a condigign ta/ make defence; and &. waie; for he.xdlief of: his Allics,, 
and 'rwas that knowledge that made him expeR the Enemy without fear. The App; 
es of that  ſigge.. were very bloody: and the firſt Eyenrs. rhaxgob were doubt, 
|; chere were, many,mee lain gn -cicher fide, bur. &yr lofles were, more tankideras 
ble than theirs, and,while pur oumbers decyealed,. theies grew more! pateut every day. 
The lics|s.underſtanding, h have in War, hinders me from'making you along; diſcourſe 
it, and. the moxe willingly;paſs over the Relation, becauſe *cis of litele -conſtquence' 16 
the knowledge of my life, Among thoſe that held out:the jiege with-us,! was! Neopte- 
lems, the cxuel Aurhour.of our misforcunes,” a Prince of the blood of the Aacides,. as 
we were,and who next to the Royal Fami:y,was the chief in all Epiras ; though he wang- 
ed a Crown, he wanzed nor a defire to bhaye one, and toatiain that ſovereign dignity, bc 
would neither have left anything CR nor have thought any thing, difficule to 
his ambition, - He fram.my earlieſt years had applied himfelf to ſerve me, and ar that 
time was diligent enough to-Jer me (ce it,' whether it were that he really was in love with 
me, or thax in our alieors he foung adjanages, and means to: ſuppoer, himſelf in the 
State, Axcides ſuffer'd him to proceed without being offended at ie, becauſe of Neop- 
zolemus his quality, which at that time was little diſpraportionate to ours; bur yer he had 
no great delire to that match,” whethey, it were that he lik*d not Neoptalemys his perſon; 
or having but one only dayghteg, with, yyhom he flattey'd himſelf, and of whom he had 
conceiv'd too good an opinion, he had ſome' higher aim for her; or that perhaps he 
was willing to comply with my inclinations which were no way bent to love Neoptole- 
mus : indeed I ſaw nothing in his perſon that was ndt unpleafing ro me, and I had taken 
ach an averfion againſt him, as made me receive all the proofs of his affeftion as ſo many 
injuries. He was extremely buſie in the ſiege to make himſelf conſiderable to us, and 
undertook ſometimes to fally torth upon the Enemies, but he was always beaten in a- 
gain, and ſucceeded ſo ill in all hi; Enterpriſes, chat our condition was thereby much im- 
ed, In the mean time our Enemics had great advantages over us,they had taken our 
Out-works, ftopt all pafſages of Vitals and Relief that mighe come tous, and had ſhut 
us up in our Walls, with little hopes of the Event of that War : My Father was like to 
have died for grict. and knowing that the King his Brother was too far off, and too 
deeply ingaged in hisnew Conqueſts (the noiſe whereof had often &6me to our ears) 
eo expe any affiſtance from him, and thathe had no news of help from his Allies,upon 
ich he had'depended, he knew not what to reſolve upon, and for a cruel ſurcharge of 
is affliions, he heard that the Forces he had glven order to raiſe in his Provinces, were 
Curt in pieces by our Enemies, who went to meet them, and that on every fide all hope 
was forbidden him. - This knowledge pur the whole Court in very great perplexity,and 
beganfoto dejeRt the ſouldiers hearts, that it was very hard to make them labaur for their 
own defence; our provigons alſo began tofail us, and in-ſhore, we ſaw our (elves re- 
duc'd to wondrous great extremity. A£ecides would not capitulate with his Enemies, 
whether it were that he reſolv'd to be fairhful to bis Brother even tothe utmoſt, or that 
he diſtrulted the words of theſe Rebels. Weno longer had any hope but in the affiftanceof 
Heaven, When Heaven: gave us, proof that it had not en ws, and "ſent ws Relief 


in a time,when without its arrival we were in no poſſibility of ſafety. All the paſſages, a 
I have aid algeady, were focloſe block'dup,” that no int mc of any way 
comet 18 3: and *rwas from the tops of our Tower thas we pereciv'd a duſt, and _ 
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the Arms 'of our Allies glitter againſt the Sun ; we waver'd between hope and fear, and 
could not difcern whether thaſe Forces were Friends or Encinies, wheywe from faridbs.. 
cover'd them wy nr befregers,/ and within þ Ketle after, we: recein'd1a/imore;: 

ance by ſome of their Horſe,men,” who having y alide turing. the/*kipr') 
miſh, . had found means to get near\ quri Walk, aud to thoot Arraws utter the Cidyy1e8) 
whoſe heads there were Letters faſted, which were drought eo my Father,- coneaini 
words tb-this offeR. »: 0 oe ines + F «1, 


Agis K ing of the Lacedemonians to Prince Facided.. 1 


z 
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Came to your relief with tex! thonſand Grecians, able t9 ſubdue your Rebels; expelt gn; 
infallible Viftory over them; and 10 facilitate it, ſally you forth upon their backs, white we 
ore fighting with them oz the other ſide ; this double aſſault will without doubt put tbews in 
diſorder, and T bope we ſhall in one dey moky an end of the War, F IJ 


F | 
Theſe words cauſed ſuch a Joy in my Father,and in all the befieged,as can very hard ly 
be expreſſed, and raiſed their m—_— courages ſo —_— that they demanded no» 
thing more but Arms, to-make a ſally upon their Enemies. By my Fathers Orders,Neepe 
tolemus at the head of two thouſand men, went forth of the Gates to' fall upon . chaſe 
that were left to guard the Trenches,and did it ſo ſuccefsfully,that they were.conftrainld 
toquit them, and retire to their Companions, who already were ingag'd in a ſharp Ex 
counter with the Grecians : Neoptolerris purſued them, and when all; the farecs'were 
joyn'd, they fought a cruel and a blopdy bartel; they of our party who came off, affiv'd 
us afterward, that thdy had (cen the valiant Agis do Atjons that ſurpaſs all belicf, and 
all imagination; thatall the Deeds bf 4cbilles, and of other the moſt renuwntd He- 
xoes which fame bath deliver'd to;our Times, could hardly equal thoſe prodigions ones 
ke did that day. To ſay truth,he fought ſo well,and was fo bravely ſeconded by his men, 
that our Enemies,though more than they by a third part in number, were utterly-deteat 
ed,their General kill'd by the hand of valiant 4g, and the Reliques of them that eſca- 
ped the (laughter, retired in diſorder to certain places that were at their devotion. -No- 
ver was there ſeen ſo gallant, nor ſo ſudden an Execution, and when they brovehe 4s 
news of it, and that we heard we were Conquerours, and freed from a (iege, which but 
four hours before threatned no leſs than our total ruine, we at firſt could hardly: give 
credit to thoſe miracles ; yet were they ſoon confirm'd to us when we faw our valiarit 
Deliverer approach our Walls, Zacides went forth to meet him,and to honour him the 
more, would needs have us keep him company, attended by all the Ladies of the Guurr, 
who prepar*d themſelves with joy to ſhew their compliance to his defires, We-met bien 
a few furlongs from our Gates, and as the effeRts of his valour had aſtoniſh'd' us, we 
found new cauſes of admiration in his perſon ; and would it had pleaſed the gads 4 had 
only admired him, and that acknowledgement and eſteem had been the anly Recary- 
s I had given him, both for the general, and my particular ſafety. Ah | Remem- 
te, thou Enemy to my Repole, (continued the Princefs, breaking 'forth into tears) 
why doſt thou repreſent my valiant Agis to me in the condition he firſt appear'd before 
my eyes? and fince that of his loſs can never be wip'd out of my mind, why doft thou 
bring him again into it with all thoſe advantages, which made him a thouſand times 
more dear to me than this deplorable life, which I ſhamefully and miſerably languiſh ove 
after his death ? | 
This fair Princeſs was conftrain'd to ſtay in this part of her Narration, to give leiſure 
to her tcars to vent themſelves, and to-her ſpeech to reſettle it ſelf in a condition to pre- 
ſecute her Diſcourſe, Demetriws,, who began to be highly concern'd in her affairs, who 
had a tender n—_— an excellent nature, and who befides bad often heard tell 
of the'prodigies that valiant King'of the Lacedemonians had done againſt Antipater, 
bore the Princeſs company in that ſad imployment, and was going to ſpeak ſome words 
- comfort to her, when' after having wip'd her Eyes, ſhe went on. with her-ftody 


us, ; Ty le 
Pardeo, Sir, this confeſſion which is ſhameful in a Princefs; *cis true, (fEinceT' mult x- 
vow 
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1 ———_ have beenſchfibleof a paſſiony but Lwas rod much Miſtris of ic; 
and'thereinlics any-infraticude;& che blackeſt of all my crimes1'f1'tell you then,thar 1 aw) 
my valiant "Apia the head of his Forces; his-Arms-were all beſmcar'd with hloodiand) 
duſt; 'bathis head was uncovcr'd; 'ahd 1 obſerv'd certain featuresin his face, of! which-1 
ſhould fay, I had never ſeen any'thing like them,/ if I had not ſeen':that of Demtrrins;; 
bis 'gei carriage was hardly eo bematch'd in the whole world, .and-the- hear'of the 
fight had added a colour to his complexion, which gave new luſtre to. his.inatural' hand. 
ſomneſs ; he was but two and twenty years of age, yet had he already done a thouſand 
ARions, the reputation of which began to ſpread ic ſelf much beyond the narrow limits 
of Greece , 1 was already ſo-diſpoſed to wiſh him well, for the good office he had done us, 
that he appear'd to my eyes withiall manner of advantage ; but I thought him much more 
lovely, when at our meeting he alighted from his horſe, and came with great humility to 
falute Quecn Cleopatra my Aunt, the Princeſs my Mother, and my ſelt; he receiv'd 
Zacidas his thanks and praiſes with an unparallel'd modeſty, and entertain'd the Ladies 
with a civility, which viſibly ſh:w'd him to be a Prince extremely well bred, and made 
appear the advantage the Lacedamonians had above all other-nations, whoſe Education 
and Diſcipline are very different from thoſe of Sprts : after we had: given a _ivery ho- 
nourable Reception to our valiant Defender , which he accepted with a wonderful mo. 
, he went into the Town with us, and was Jodeg'd in the faireſt Quarter of the Pa. 
Jace; all the people conſidered him as their turclary Angel, and he could not-pafs:through 
the without being crowded by the throng, and made deaf with the acclamatjons 
wh'ch ccctioed to the Sky. The'reft of the day wherein be had done fo much; and: fo 
ſacceſsfully to our advantage, ' was allowed to his Repoſe, but he afterward confeſſed to 
me, he taſted but very lictle that night, and that the'fight of me bad cauſed ſich diſqui- 
ets in him as he never-had felt before. I know not how he became” fo blinded as to think 
there was ſomething lovely in me;bur in effe&t he ſaw me,and lov d:meand from the firſt 
fight of him, I cannot deny but that I had ſtrong, inclinationgrolove him alſo; this is 
ſomething a free confefſion, bur the perſon of A2z was ſuch; 'andiour &blization r6 him 
fo confiderable, that it was har1 for me to defend my (e!t againft thuſe thoughts he im- 
printed in my mind : Fperceiv'd the birth of ir, by ſome little 'cares which began to 
trouble me more than ordinuy, and remembring that | had often ſeen his Eyes fix up- 
on my face with a particular heedfiilnefs, I flatter 'd my ſelf with arr opinien that 'per- 
charice I might be indifferent to h'm; T was then ſo young, and had till that time been 
bred op in ſuch a way,that all thoughrs of this nature were utterly ftrangers wo me,and yer 
I let my heart incline toward them, with a facility whereof þ ſhould never have ſuſpect» 
ed it, Idonot repent my ſelf, O valiant Agzs ; for never did Prince berter deſerve the 
affe&ion of a Princeſs; I bluſh not for ſhame of having given ir- you, and -atn fo for 
From thoſe ſeveter thoughts, that I ſhall blufh, and weep ſo long, as 1 live, for ſhame and 
for gricf that I lov'd you not enough. The next day when he had waited upon the 
Queen, and the |'rinceſs my Mother, he came alſo to vifie'me in my Chamber, his face 
and cloachs were not then covered with blood and duſt, bur- though being in another 
dreſs, he ſeem'd more handſom than the day before, me though he was leſs confident ; 
and as bold and eloquent a« he was, he then was in ſoch a ſilence, -and fuch a confuſion, 
that I could not chuſe but partake with him in it ; all his diſcourſe was nothing but eivi- 
lity, yet he accompanied it with looks and fiaghe, which ſtrengthened thoſe ſuſpitionsthat 
beean to ſettle themſelves pleafinely in my mind, He ftaid two days longer with ur, 
during which time he had nut the confidence to diſcover his intentions, but when: he 
could no more conceal them, he declar'd them) in a very gallant; 'and a' very extraordi- 
-nary manner. He had already propoſed unto my Father,that/it was eter tb to proſe- 
"cate the remainder of the Rebels, and that without giving them time to recruit, it was 
'beſt to make our ſelves Mafters of all the Countrey, and recover the places they had ta- 
ken from us, before they had put themſelves in a condition! to/.defend them. 'For the 
Execution of this Deſivn, after having given only three days 40'the refreſhing! of his 
Forces, he refolv'd to take the Field with cight thouſand of his men chat ſtill were left, 
and four thouſand Epirotes under the command of Theogenes, this old man you' fee 
-herewith me, whoſe quality is confiderabic in Epiris, and whole: experience in pu 
217 Z 
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has ſhewed it ſelf in many imployments of that nature, Agis would by nomeans ſuf- 
fer Eacidas to ſtir out of the City , whether it were to prevent inteftine Rebel- 
lions, or that he might have the glory alone of having ended that War, and 
ſaved the Crown of Epiras from manifeſt ruin. The Army was already drawn up 
in the field, and their valiant General was in the Palace Hall, where he was taki 
his leave of my Father, and of the whole Court, which was there aſſembled ; Af- 
ter he had loudly promiſed my Father , that within two months he would make 
him peaceful Maſter over all Epirw, acids more obliged to him than can be cx- 
preſſed, both for his paſſed a&tions, 4nd for what he was going to ungertake in fa- 
vour ot that Kmgdom, knew not which way he ſhould thank him ſufficiently, bv after 
having exalted his praiſes to the clouds, By what means (faid he) © the moſt valiant, 
and the moſt generous of all Princes, by what means ſhall we be able to acknowled 
our engagements to you, and what worthy recompenixe can we offer to the defender 
our lives and liberties ? certainly the gifts of this Crown you have preferved, and the 
blood of all that are ſubje&s to it, would be too light a return for what you have done 
for them and if in your gallane aQtions, glory were not your only aim; you would 
leave a Country peaceable and triumphant (indeed) by your valour; bur generally af- 
fliced for its want of power, which will keep it for ever in a forced ingratitude, Agis 
taking occaſion by this encouragement to declare his intentions, Do not think Sir, 
(aid he to my Father) that I am ſo perfe&aly as to quit the hope of reward you 
promiſe to my ſervices; I began to do you them our of a duty which binds usto our 
Allies, and out of that confideration of glory which you allege ; but in what I have yer 
to do for you, ſuffer me a little to conſider my own intereſt, and fince you Judge me 
worthy of ſome recompence, give me leave to demand it, and to hope for it particularly 
from your ſelf, By all the gods (cried £acide, lifting up his hands to heaven) King 
Agis ſhall never pretend to any thing from me, which ſhall not be granted him, and I 
ſhall not think my (elf leſs happy in _— his great obligations, than 1 have been in 
receiving them, If it be ſo” replied Ag with a contented look) I am the moft glorious, 
an] the moſt fortumate of all men living, and fince itis not poſſible for me longer to 
conceal the favor Tdefire from you, | demanda prite Sir, which is infinitely above my 
ſervices, and that is no other thing but the permiſſion to ſerve the Frinceſs De damiz, 
All the company was ſurpriſed at this difcourſe,as much as you can Imagine, Zacidas was 
ina manner aftoniſhed, and I was trucken into a confuſion which I am.not able to re- 


preſent ; yet he jr already won the affefions of the whole Court, the whole Court 


interefſed it ſelf joyfullyyInhis demand, and teftified the'r ſenſe of it by cries, and clap- 
ping of hands, which 'd my Father in the knowledg of the advantages he ſaw 
in that propoſition ; and truth, hereceived it very handſomly, and breaking the 
filence in which that ſurpriſe had held him for a while, he turn'd toward Agis, and dif- 
covering his intention by a countenance more cheerful than ordinary, Sir, (faid he) 
my daughter hath no way merited the honour you do her , but if you have any 
thing in her worthy of your cſtcem, I find no lefs advantage to my (df by this laſt obli- 

tion, than this whole Kingdom has to you for your former ones; If I could give her 
Kenpines for a dowry, I ſhould aceept of your alliance with greater joy ; but fince that, 
ſuch as the is you have not difdain'd her, 1 command her to receive this honour with all 
that reſpe&t and acknowledgment which is due to a Prince like your ſelf, And I, (res 
= the Prmce) do here _— that I will — your —_ nor _—_— 

you impoſe upon her ; for pretending to nothing from you, the 

ſerving her, | (mw fally at liberty, to make what judgment ſhe ſhall lcaſeof my 
ſervices: when the Kingdom is ſerled in peace, 1 will eome to lay themar her feer, and 


" If by them I can obtain a confirmation of the favour you thew me, I will beg the 


continuance of it, which 1 ſhall prefer both before all the Empires of the World, and be- 
fore all the fublimeſt fortunes. As he ended theſe words he bent one knee to the ground 
before me, and taking one of my hands, which I could not refuſe him in that company, 
eſpecially afrer my Fathers command, Madam, (ſaid he) lt the vioknce of my paſfion 
Zain pardon for my infolence ; refpe& made me demand the confene of the Prince your 
Father, before ics deGaration, bat Fil draw no advantage thence which can diſpleaſe 

you, 
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you, and will-never ack that by his authority, which 1 ſhall nor' be able to procure by my 
ſervices; grant mc the favour to ſecond his approbarion of them, and to accept the gitt 
I make you, of a lite which (hall never be but rhe Princeſs Deidamia*s, When he had 
ended theſe words, he kiiſed my hand, and both by that aftion,and by what he had ſaid, 
drew a blafh thto my c!1ecks, -and pur me into a confuſion, which left me not the power 
to-anſwer hum4 ncicher was 1tnecefſary I ſhould, and the Princeſs my Mother, being wil- 
ling to help me ou of that trouble,ſpoke for me, and addreſſing her ſelt to the King,who 
already was riſen trom his knee, Sir, (faid the) you will be pleaſed to ſpare Deidamia a 
declaration, whercof lor aze is uncapable, and give me leave to affure you for her, that 
ſhe will ever be moſt ready-to acknowledg the good inclinations wherewith you 
honour her, both according to the merits of ſogreat a King, and according to the 
command of the Prince her Father, 42 appearcd tranſported at this reply, and having 
AJuted the Princeſs my Mother inthe ſame manner as he had done me, he reccived the 
endearmepts of Aacidas, and of the whole Courr, with demonttrations of a perfe& 
contentment :-and not making any longer ſtay, after he had taken his laſt farewel, he 
wor ut of the Palace, and fo out of the Town, and having hindred my Fathers inten- 
tion which was tb wait upon him part of that days march, he placed himſelf at the head 
of his Army,: and advanced dirc&ly toward the enemy, 

It would benocafie matter for me to repreſent what my thoughts were really at that 
time, but I-may well confeſs to you that they inclin'd toward joy, and that as young as 
E-was, I found nothing in this encounter but occaſions of ſatisfaQtion ; the ſurpriſe of 
Agpzs his imexpeRted proceeding, had put mea little out of countenance, but my being 
already diſpoſed to with him very well,quickly obtain'd his pardon for it; and refle&ing 
upon the excellent qualities: of his perſon, lin that conqueit found all manner of con- 
rtentment and advantage to my (elf, I conſidered that the way he had gone, was full 
of an exceeding great regard to me, and that in asking my Fathers approbation, before 
he made me acquainted with his love, he had ſhew'd the reſpe& he bore our family, and 
had freed me from all the blame a Princeſs might receive, by giving way to a ſecret pre- 
tender, In ſhort, both for all theſe reaſons, and the remembrance of hismerit, 1 began 
to love him in good earneſt, and the will of my friends affords excaſFenongh to my aſ- 
fe&ion, to give me liberty to own it to you, I ſaw nothing in his perſon that was not 
lovely rothe higheſt point, nay, I could not ſo much as wiſh for any thing that was not 
to be found moſt advantageouſly in him ; This affteticn whichl felt take birth, without - 
making any oppoſition to hinder it, began to cauſe diſquiets in me, to which I had not 
b:en accuſtomed z and the effe@ abſence uſes to produce in,thelearts of thoſe that love, 
entering inſenſibly into mine, griet for his being away,and feagtor thoſe dangers where- 
into he was going to caſt himſelf, found place in it very quiewly, and I made no prayers 
to heaven, without imploying part of them for his ſafety, and for his ſpeedy return, 
The Prince my Father, and the Princeſs my Mother, ' who ſaw real advantages both to 
them and me in h# Alliance, ccnfirm'd me in thoſe thoughts themſelves ; and the whole 
Court, united in his intereſts,.c|1 ough the preſent remembrance of thofe important obli- 
eations it had to him, rung his praiſes eternally in my ears, and fortified me in my at- 
te&ion by all manner of reaſons. Only Neoptolemus was diſcontented at it, but dif 
contented even torage, and not being able to difſemble his reſentments, he murmur'd 
loudly at the injuſtice that was done him, in preferring a ſtranger Prince, whom they 
hardly knew, before a Prince of the blood of the Aacidas, and in ſuffering him in one 
day to carry away the recompence of the ſervices of his whole life. He made his com- 
Plaine ro my Father, but reap'd very lictle fatisfation, nay, he complain'd of it to me 
my. (elf, but in ſuch infolent terms, that I was forced to tell him he had no reaſon to envy 
Aga his fortune : for though my Father had not diſpoſed of me in favour of that Prince, 
his condition had been never a whit the better ; and in ſhort, that though there had ne- 
ver been ſith a man as Agis. in the world, Deidamia would never have been for Neopto- 
Jena. He was not much contented with this anſwer, but not being in a condition to let 
hisreſentmente break out further, while Agis was buſicd for the ſafety of Epirus, which 
was wholly indebted to him foric, he ſtrove to difſemble them til] another ſeaſon, that 


miglit be more proper for him to take ſatisfaftion. In the mean time, our __ => 
ender 
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drew the war-gloriouſly to a canclufion, I underſtand ic +00 little 29-80 ny 
_—_— particular relation thereof, and *cwill ſuthce .me to tell you, - chat ASE OP: 
moneehs be gain'd another Battel over the Rebels, perteQed the defeat of them jn forme, 
other Encounters, which were all favourable to him, and either by force, gr/by the ter- 
ror of hisarms, made himſelf Maſter of all the places they had gotten untp their party, 
Still as we received news of theſe ſucceſſes, I receiv'd Letters from him alſo,! I wall not. 
troable you with relating what they contain'd, molt of them 1 have forgouen, and-only 
remember the very firft, which was in theſe words ; 


K ing Agis to the Princeſs Deidamia. 


Hat will n1t the fortunate Agis, inſpired with the remembrance of the Princeſs Deda= 

mia, be able to do for the tranquillity of Epirus? and what may nt be hoped for from 

| 8 beart animated with ſo glorious a paſſion f I would it pleaſed the gods 1 were 6 certain of the 
Vitiory over my Princeſſes mind, as over the enemies of t his State z but what V tory can be 
hope for who begins by his own defeat, and who declares himſelf conquered before be has 
fought ? In this condition of my fortune, the ſucceſs of this War could not be tomy advantage, 
but that which others may find in Conqueſts, and in Triumphs, is found by bappy Agis in the 
glory of being vanquiſhed by Deidamia. | 


This was the firſt Letter I receiv'd, and by my fathers command I wrote him an An- 
{wer, which my mother diftated, and which as I remember was in theſe terms ; 


The Princeſs Deidamia to the King of the Lacedemonians. 


Oth to conquer the enemies of Epirus,.and to conquer the mind of Deidamia, King Agis 
B bath arms which promiſe him an infallible ſucceſs, bis valour alone is ſufficient to defeats 
the Rebels, and as touching the Vidtory be defies over my. mind, be ought to hope for it; not en. 
ly from the will of them that have power to diſpoſe of me, but from that they ba: e lef1 unto 
ſelf, which ſhall ever make me acknowledg as well what my friends owe to bis generofity,as what 
I am indebted to bis merit, and t0 his affection, 


I received many others,as I have already told you;but within a while after we receiv*d 
himſelf, crown'd with Lawrels, and Jaden with the ſpoils of his enemies, whoſe re 
mainders he had ſetled in an obedience, which left not ſo much as any appearance of 
trouble in the Kingdom, You may eaſily judge how he was welcom'd, and can imagine 
without my telling it, that all the magniticence the Epirots could poſſibly fhew, was to 
be ſcen when he made his entrance ; we went a good way forth to meer him, and char 
interview paſſed with demonſtrations of joy and afteQion, which it would be very dif- 

* ficult co repreſent ; but our particular meeting ſtirr'd up more tender and mone preffing 
motions in our hearts than in the reft of the company, and I confeſs, that in thar ſecond 
Encounter, I jn the perſon of Agis found a thouſand new inducernents to love him. 
That firſt day was ſpent in triumphe, and in rejoycings for his return, and forthe happy 
ſucceſs of his Enterpriſes : he came to viſit me at my Lodging, and gave ee a thou 
confurmations of his love, with a grace in which it was impoſſible, not only for the 
1%." —27 Deidamis, but even for the moſt inſenfible woman cf the world'ts defend 

{clf. 1 come not (faid he) as a Conqueror to demand a recompence for whatThave 
done to ſecure this Kingdom, but as a guilty perſon that waits at your feer to expe 
what puniſhment you will infli& upon his preſumption z and I acknowledg that I have 
if6defended Epirus with my forces, than I have offended Deidamis audacious 
<Ddughts: but 1 was not Maſter of that noble ipaffion, which: totally my ſoul 
with an abſolute Empire, left me not the IR in che world over my ſelf; and/I 
believ'd,that putting my{elf into the hazarid of dying for you, there was too much glory 
m my deſtiny to forbear topubliſh-it; 'twas that that made me haſten a declaration, 
which perhaps you have not forgiven ane, arid Tam.nor able to repent ir, 1 ac- 
counted my WE REIT <= 1 ſhall.ehink what ſentence for 
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ever you pronounce againſt it to be both juſt and mercifu], A4 he made anveridivf theſe 
words, he fx'd his'cyes on mine with ſuch a paſſtonate ation, that his filence ex. 
prefſed his thoughts more eloquently than they had done; and knowing that I ſhould 
neicher diſpleaſe Xacidas, nor injure the modeſty of my ſex, by giving him civil proofs 
of my affeAion, I made no difficulty of raking a little liberty in favour of him, and of 
following the'command of my friends,the wiſhes of the whole Court,and the incitements 
of mine ow inclination ; Sir (faid l,after | had ſtaid a while withour reply) your ſervices 
are moſt important, and your offences very light, and that declaration, whereof you ac- 
cuſe your ſelf asof acrime, was made with too much reſpe& and freedom, to leave me 
any matter of complaint againſt you; I think ita moſt judicious courſe tor perſons of 
your quality and mine,and my fathers approbation gives me the liberty to conſider your 
ood will, upon which I ſhould not have been able to have caft my eyes, without rhe 
Gals of his; I will confeſs ro you moreover, fince this confeſſion is due to the mcrir 
of your perſon, and to that of the great obligations you have laid 'upen vs, that in the 
ef he gave me in favour of you, | found no repugnance in my ſelf ro obey him, 1.0e 
while I live will I ever have any to acknowledg, your afteftion. Agis was quite tranſ- 
ported with joy at this reply, and liſting up his hands and eyes to heaven, O Fortune, 
(cried he) chou doſt bur play with my deſtiny, and thefe favours are too great to he of 
any long continuance ; thou, in the beginnine of my ſervices; halt given me a prize. which 
could not be due to the moſt obſequious endeavours of my whole life; and withuu doubt 
thou wilt forſake me when have merit:d part of ic by my fidelity. He fpake theſe pro- 
phetick words, and many others, with ſuch raptures of joy, as viltbly cxprefled the great- 
neſs of kis paſſion; and afterwards made me a thouſand proteſtations of an inviolable 
conſtancy, with ſuch ſweet and moving lan2uage, that chere arc but few kearts'in which 
they would not have left a deep impreflion. He continued frequently to make me the like 
viſits, bat being deſirous to ſtay in our Court, without being burthenſom'to the people 
of Epirxs, he ſent back his forces into Greer? under the condudt of one of his Comman- 
ders, and kept only with him his menial fervants. He proteſted publickly that he would 
not abuſe Aacidas his goodneſs, and that he prerended not to his alliance but when he 
ſhould have merited it from me, and that I ſhould know him fo well, as he migh: hupe 
for that through my inclination, which 1 as yet paid him out of obedience. This manner 
of proceeding was extreamiy civil and oblizing to me, but it was very imprudent for 
him, and gave him cauſe enough to repent it afterward. In the mean time, he ſerv'd me 
with fo great aſliduity, and with marks of ſo true and fo reſpettful a paſſion, tha: all that 
the moſt ardent and moſt skilful Lovers ever praftiſed to make themlelves be lov'd, mult 
yield to the proofs I receiv'd of his affe&ion ; he comply'd fo perfe&ly with my defires, 
and reſign'd himſelf ſo abſolutely ro my inclinations, that he ſeem*d to be infpir'd 
only by my thoughts, or rather to be enliven'd only by my ſoul ; and indeed he made as 
fair a progreſs in his purpoſe as he could have wiſh'd ; and I am oblig'd to confeſs to 
you, that never man ſucceeded better than he in the defien of making himſe!f belov'd 
bya =_ of my humour and condition. It is true that Ilov'd him, but with fo ftrong 
and fo real an affe&tion, that it hardly was inferior to his. All the world approv'd it, 
and all thofe that knew of it thought it ſo well grounded, that it never was condemn'd 
'but by NeopMemys alone ; Thar Prince indeed, inrag'd that 4gis was preferr'd before 
him,murmur'd publickly at it,and left nothing unattempted to croſs our affairs; he made 
uſe of. a thouſand inventions to ſet difſention between us, and ſo exaſperated Azis, that 
if I had.njot exprefly forbidden him, he would without doubt have punifh'd kim for the 
plots he.contriv'd againfthim : What, Sir (faid he one day to my father) do you imagine 
that the! aHliarice of the King of Sp «rts can be advantagious to you, of a King of 
one City, and of a City whoſe Sovereigns are flaves ? Are you blinded with a little va- 
Jour, and a little handſonnef+ in his perſon ? and will yoar condition be-t&ce the bet- 
ter for having a handſom ſon-in-law in Greece? If he have done any ſervice to this 
State,does it belong to you to recompente him ? and is therengra King of Epirus who is - 
wholly' obJie'd to him:tor it #-If the King your' Brother, : to whom I have the honour to 
be nearly aili'd, were here, do you think he would preter thispetty Prince of Greece be- 
forea Prince of the blood of Achilles, as he himſelf is;' before a Prince; whoſe _ 
W 
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whole perſon and whoſe fidelity art of Mr > 
nature, which my father pardor'd i ouly ab vd oft 
wrought no effe& at all upon him. C he was MH wy 
a great while to me upon that ſubjeAgifcrelyy liezguteiiicc 
Agw came in:but Neoptolomeus, who clFhot crfduvs ok le. wen 
ving him any ſalute, and before he departed, caſtir pe firious loo he 
lace to the more fortunate, ſaid he aloud ; Rather, we worthy anſwered Ati 
briskly. Neoptolemws ſtung with that reply, was going'#@retutn words which would 
have incenſed them more, if I had not prevented it by expreſly enjoyning therh ſilence; 
And that very day my father having been advertiſed of it, preſſed them with'fo earneft 
entreaties to paſs their words to him, that neither of them could refufe to promiſe: he 
would be quiet. ph 
In ſhort, Agis had obrain'd what he denggnded, and having won my heart according 
to his defire, expetted nothing for the cofflummarion of his love, but the return of a 
man whom acide, oblig'd ro thy rept by all manner of reaſon, had ſens to che 
King his brother ro demand his pertiſton tor our marriage, buc while rhey were inchis 
expetation, and that Lliv'd with' dear #25 as a perſon who was upon the point of 
giving her ſelf wholly to him, his reune ſuffec'd a very. ſtrange revolution 3 News came, 
and but too true for our repoſe, tat King Alexander my Uncle, after having made ſuch 
a progreſs in Italy, as promigd lm the total conqueſt of it, was defeated in the Coun 
try of the Bruſjans, and flain uffor+ the place with the greateſt part of his forces. - All 
Epirus was moſt ſenſibly concern'd in the loſs of that King, who wasa man of admirable 
parts, and of a boundleſs courage ; but Aacidas was comforted by the Crown, which by 
that death was ſet upon his: head, Alexander had no iffue, and there was no body in 
Epirus that could diſpute the ſucceſſion with my father ; neither was it diſputed, but 
with a general conſent he was Crown'd in our capital City; and of -a Princes daughtes 
which I was before, I became a Kings, and the probable inhericrix of the Crown, The 
gods are my witneſſes, that all the joy felt at that augmentation of my fortune was 
abſolutely in regard of Az, and that I had no other fatisfa&ion in ſeeing my ſelf exalt- 
ed, than that I was more worthy of his afte&tion; and in a condition one 'day to add an« 
other Crown to his, if. the gods ſent not Aacitas a fon. Avis lookt upon this alcera« 
tion of my fortune with a marvellous equality, and never ſhew'd h'mſelf concern'diini 
itbut fur my ſake. Many days were ſpent as well in the obſequie* of the deceaſed King, 
35 inthe crowning of my father, and during that time, A7is continued in his ufnat 
Eſtate, without Iabouring for the advancement of that happineſ: he pretended to by my 
poſſz{ſion : But when he had allow'd the time thar was neccffary for the Funeral pomps, 
for the change of che Sovereign, and for thoſ* affairs thar happen at a new coming; to 
the Crown, he then began to think of himſelf, and demanded of the King my 
father the utmoit teſtimonies of his gaod will, and the accomyiiſhment of his pro- 
miſe. He hoped that the King would receive his propoſition with the ſame aff:&ion 
he had expreſfed ever fince his arrival, and ever lince his declaration ; but ke: found 
him colder than ordinary, and he fell into no moderate aſtoniſhment when he heard the 
King demand him a moneths delay, alledging ſome poor excuſes to cover the alteration 
of his humour. In cff:&, it was chang!d with the change of: his condgriong and 
not conſidering that ingratitude is the -blackeſt of all vices, and the moſt unwors 
thy of a Prince, he had given car to Neoptolemws , and a pack of other flatterers, 
to the prejudice of his word, and of what he ow'd to the ſervices of valiant Aegis, 
Theſe wicked people had with ſuccefs perſwaded him,that the King of Sparta:was a good 
match indeed for the daughter of Prince Xaciaas, *bat not for the daughiter of the King 
of Epirus, and the probable Heireſs of the Kingdom , that in truth. kis quality was equal 
to-burs, but that great heed was to betaken of contraing an alliance:which ſubmitted 
Epirus to the juriſdiftion of Sparte, and to the tyranny of its Ephirricy that ic was the 
- greateſt mifortune could befall that State, and that of free-men which they were, or 
only Subjefts to their lawful Sovereign, the Epirers would become flaves to that Gre- 
ian people, — was inſupportable to all Nations ; chat they ſhould loſe all their 
'Friviledges, and all their wealth, and ſhould noch themſelves tothe — 
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hadf of their money, andof their forces, 
ty, atMEmployed in nothing ciſc amangſt them 

fy other Arguments, which altogether 
EA upthankful AZacides, By the cold- 


Of has as er, A | ſome ”. chenhbrffof his misfortune, but he did not ab- 
alutely believe it ; and could not at firſt imagine, that a King ſhould be capable of 


baſcnels and ingratitude, which ticles he might juſtly give to my farhers change ; and 
offend not the reſpe&I bear him, in repeating the very terms of that poor unhapp 
Prince ; He came to me with a countenance in which his gricf was natnrally repreſented 
and imprinting of his ſadneſs in my heart at his very coming in, made me preſage a 
part of our misfortunes. What do you ail (faid I) my deareft Agz ? and with what dif. 
quiets will you affli& me ? Iam tormented (anſwered he) with a mortal apprehenſion, 
and if my fulpicioneare true,T am upon the yery brink of ruine, Theſe words pierc'd me 
to the quick, and made me preſs him to let me know the cauſe of them. He with ex. 
traordinary agitations of mind told me thegconfergnce he had newly had with my fa- 
ther, which recital gave me thoughts bur lirtle differgpt from his,and brought many par- 
ticulars into my head, whereby 1 might have obſerfed a coldneſs in my father towards 
him :- the refle&tion I made upon them began to trouſle me exceedingly, and the know. 
ledge I had of the Kings humour firack me into a Tfry ominous fear ; yet did I frive\ 
to conceal it from him, and diſſembling my opihionfas well as poſſibly | could, I en- 
deavour'd to abate his forrows with ſome conſolati Fear not, dear Ag (faidI). 
fear not a change which cannot enter into a Princes heart, and believe that the King my 
father asked you this delay, and received your diſcourſe more ſeriouſly than he was 
wont, only to render that formality tohis new honour ; there is no likelihood he 
ſhould forget what he owes to you, and thar he ſhould loſe the remembrance of thoſe 
commands he has given me to love you ; ſuch a lightneſs would be too odious,and of too 
HI an example, toſuffer me to believe he can be capable of it, nor can I have any ſuch 
chenfion, without receiving moſt exprefs reſtimo! ies thereof. I ſaid many cher 
thin , to which he lent ſufficient attention ; butthey were not able to withdraw him 
Coo ts Gdnes; [ cally found ir, when looking upon«me with eyes that had ſomching 
afatal afpct, Madam (ſaid he)I am undone, and this beginning of my miſery ſuit 
fo dire&tly with ſome ſcurvy dreams, and other il]-boding prefages which of late have 
diſquieted me, that I cannot recover the frights they have put me in ; fortune has hither- 
to uſed me but too favourably, and ſuch a {trange unſhaken courſe of proſperitics threat- 
ned me with an infallible detruftion. Well (continued he a while after) I muſt loſe Dei. 
damia ; but if I loſe her, Ve loſe my life at the ſame time, and perchance will accompany 
it with ſo many others,that that loſs ſhall be made known through all parts of Exrpe.He 
brought forth theſe words with marks of ſuch a violent grief, that I was touched with it 
to the very heart,and being willing to let him ſee how much 1 was concerned in his affii- 
fon, If you loſe Deidamia(faid I) no other man fhall ever have the advantage to have ta» 
ken her from you; and I proteſt by all that we account moſt holy and ſacred, that ſo long 
as Api loves me, I never can be capable of a ſecond affeftion. It it be fo, (replied Ag ) 
Fle out-brave al] the obſtacles that threaten me, and all the powers of the world are not 
able todo we any harm while Deidamia is on my fide. But, Madam, remember the 
miſe you make me, and believe, that in the extremity I ſhall demand extream proofs of 
affeftion. I was going to anſwer, when our converſation was interrupted by cer- 
tain Ladics who came to vilitme, We had many other diſcourſes upon that ſubjeR, and 
in the mean time, Agis every day found new confirmations of his fears in the ings 
countenance ; I was hittle lefs afflited at it than he, but I difſcembled part of my ) 
that I might not redouble his. We continued many days inan uncertainty, full of appre- 
henfion ; but at Eft our misfortune was but too plainly diſcovered to me, and the King 
being one day come into my chamber, took me alone with him intomy clofſer, where 
he | —— on this manner; Deidemia, when I commanded you to love the thy. 
the Lace t 
ance ad 


8, I was obliged todo fo by many confiderations, whieh rendred 
Alliance advantageous 
qualitics of his perſon diſpoſed me towards it with joy ; but our condition þs changed, 


to us; and truly our obligations to that Prince, and the good 
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and we had. not then more reafons to approve that Match, than we have now eo di 
proveir. In ſhort,for many cauſes which are above __ age and knowledg, and 
in my whole Kingdom is concerned, 4g canuct be your husband, and you ought 
times towithdraw your ſelffrom that affte&ion you bear him, to diſpoſe of it in 'fayour 
offome other, whom the Maxims of 'Srate ſhall make choice of for you. You know 
that the daughters of Soveraign Princes marry for other confiderations than thoſe of 
Love; and you alſo know too well what refignation you ow your father, co make an 
difficulty of being guided by his will. I was halt dead betore the King had ended this 
diſcourſe, and he eafily ſaw by my face into what perplexity I was reduced ; 1 had' nei. 
ther ſtrength toſpeak, nor confidence to look vpon him, and he had fo much patience 
as to wait till I was reſetled, that he might receive my anſwer : but when he had vainly 
continued a Jong time in that expeRaticn, and that he ſaw me ſtill keep a filence full of 
trouble and contuſion, Speak, Deidamia, (purſued he) and give me ſeme affurance of 
our intention to obey me without repugnance, I was ſo ſtruck and caſt down, that { 
aver not which way I ſhould be able to reply;yet did 1 uſe my utmoſt endeavours to re- 
cover a little courage, and recolle&ing my ſpirits to __ my ſelf, Sir, (faid I) whar 
qualities ſoever there are in the perſon of the King of the Lacedemonians, and whar 
ſervice ſoever he has done this State, I had not loved him if you had not enjoyned me; 
nor ſhould Lhave licenſed my ſelf roan affe&ion, which your command alone can au- 
thoriſe : *T was out of obedience only that 1 caſt my eyes on the good-will he bore 
me, and I have ſo religioufly obſerved it, that your Majeſty could not defire more ac- 
knuwledgment from me, nor more affection to our deliverer, thanl have really gi- 
ven him: *Tis true, Sir, that I have Joved him, and I love him till by your orders by a 
moſt powerful inclination, and by a juſt knowledg both of his worth, and of what he 
has done for us ; but my reſignation to your will has rooted theſe thoughts too deeply in 
my heart to be ever able to pluck them thencezand 1 was too ready to comply with your 
defires: to love Agz with a light afte&ion, or with ſuch a one as can be takenoff, and 
placed upon another, that is a thing, Sir,whereof I fee] my ſelf no way capable;and if in 
this declaration your Majeſty find any matter of complaint againſt your daughter, be 
pleaſed ro conſider, *tis but for having been too obedient that I now am diſobedient. 
The King hearkned impatiently to this reply, and was exceedingly ill fatizfied with it; 
yet being he had not doubted but he ſhould meet with ſome difficulty in my mind, and 
that he found a great deal of reaſon in my words, he would not fall into pafſion,but con» 
tenred himſelf with ſaying, What, Deidamia, will youperfiſt then whether 1 will or no 
in an affe&ion which 15 difadvantageous to you,and which I diſapprove? My affe&ion to 
Agis (anſwered I) ſhall never make me do any+hing that can bring you ſhame, or that 
can juſtly give you ſorrow, bur it thall always be ſtrong enough to keep me from for- 
getting him, and from giving that to another which he has ſo well deſerved, and 
which he holds only frum your ſelf, You ſhall have a little time (replied the King) to 
perſwade your ſelf ro follow my commands, in which interim, ſee that you reſolve to 
doſo, and let me find no more refiftance in you, upon pain of a diſpleaſure which would 
not be to your advantage. The King after theſe bitter words ſtaid not for an anſwer, 
bur going out of my cloſet, left me in the ſaddeſt condition I hadever been in, all my 
life, I loved Agis indeed equally to.my (elf, and this unjuſt forbidding me to love him 
appar'd fo cruel to me, and fo tyrannical, that it left me neither ſenſe nor words, but to 
accuſe the King of injuſtice and of ingratitude. My tears lent me a great relief in thar- 
occation, and *rwas by them I began to complain of the violence that was uſed 
me ; two of my Maids, to whom I truſted my moſt ſecret thoughts, and which are theſe 
younow ſce with me, kept me company in that fad employment, and when I was the . 
moſt deeply buried in it, unfortunate Agis came into my chamber ; The entrance of it 
was always free to him, and notwirhſtanding the ſevere reſolution that was taken 
againſt him, they ſtill remembred both his quality, and what he had done for Epiras 
and therefore in appearance he received the ſame uſage he was wont to have. As ſoon 
as ever | ſaw him, my griefs weae ſenſibly redoubled, and I could not hinder my ſelf 
from ſending forth a cry, wherein he inftantly found the cruel eonfirmation of his faſ- 
picions ;' he made a ſtop at my *chamber-door, with his armsacroſs, and ſeeing _ 
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of upon mp bed, and. theſe two wenches bufied in comforting me; he: was! like to 


ve loſt both his ſtcength and his underſtanding; and allhe could do inithat, condi; 
' was tolcan againſt the wall to keep him up, and caft looks at me inthat ſorrow, 
ful poſture, which made me almoſt die with grief, and with .compaſſion. || Well, Ma- 
dam,(cried he,after along (tlence)is it certain then that I am fuined?I had not the power 
toanſwer him at firſt, but when he had repeated theſe words two or three ſeveral cimes, 
It is true, (ſaid I) my deareſt Ag, I am forbidden to love you ; bur *is alſo true, that 
- *cis impoſſible for me to obey that command. If you hold that reſolution (replied Ag) 
my fortune is not deſperate ; bur if you forſake me with your friends, there is no birid 
of death ſo dreadful but is to be preferred before my condition, and- wherewithl 
would not ſacrifice a lite, which 1 will not keep one moment atter the loſs ot my hopes. 
I am moſt firmly reſolved (anſwered I) to love no cther man in the world but 4gis 1 
and, if I be taken from him, chey fhall never give to me any thing but to my grave; 
Aegis found ſome conſolation in this diſcourſe, and recovering a little-confidence by the 
hoves I gave him, he drew nearer, and beſought me trembling to tell him the laſt confir- 
mationsl had received of his misfortune. I related a!l that the King had (aid, with great 
expreſſions of ſorrow, and thereby put him into a condition that would have touch'd his 
moſt implacable enemies with pity ; chat great courage which was woritto :lead him'on 
in fight abandoned him for ſome moments in thi: encounter, and ſcarce had he enough 
remaining to keep him from ſinking under the weight of his aflition out of theſe 
fainting; he fell into ſuch a rage, as I never had believed him capable of, and which no- - 
thing but his paſſion alone could be able to excuſe, Aﬀer he had vented all that the 
impetuouſhe(s of his firſt motions put into his mouth, What, (continued he) ſhall ir. be 
true then that the word of a Prince ſhall be unworthily revoked? and that my ſervices 
ſhall be ſo uneratefully required 2 Will not this State which 1 have ſaved from manif:{t 
ruine, cry Jcudly ayaint the injuſtice that is done me? and will not the gods themſelves; 
who are concerned in the J:1|tice of my quarrel, rake my part againſt perjured and un- 
thankful Zcidas ? will he then to lightly forget by what aRions I had merited the 
hopes he gave me ? or, it he can remember out of what extremities | have freed him,will 
he prefer the Viceroy of Macedorr”s ſon before me ? Theſe laſt words made me interrupt 
him; to ak, What preferring that was he ſpoke of, about the Viceroy .of Macedon : 
Yes, Madam, (anſwered he)'tis to Caſſander the fon of Aztiparer that youare deftin'd ; * 
and I have newly learnt, that *tis by his alliance your father intends to ſecure himſelt * 
againſt Antipater's prattices, and to unite himſelf withhim, who under the Authority cf 
Alexander has made himſelf potent and conſiderable in Greece, That man who is not 
born a Prince, an who draws all hi- luſtre but from the: glory of another, robs me of 
Deidamia; and the King your father, out of ſome unequitable reaſon of Stare, prefers a 
particular man, a man whom he knows not, and a man who ever was his enemy, before 
a King, who ſo liberally has expoſcd his life to ſerve him: -- But let him look for no ſuc- 
ceſs of ſo wrongful a deſign, and let him believe, that the gods have not infpired him 
with it in favour of Cafſander, but for Caſſunder's deſtruftion. Ile kill him, that un- 
Juſt uſurper of my happineſ;, Ie kill him in the very arms of Antipater, and though 
Alexander himſelf ſhould come in his detence,:4gis defpifes his own If: enough to tacri- 
fice many others to his Iawful reſentment. He ſaid divers other words tranſported with 
an exceſſive fury, but when his firſt violence was a little over, Dear Agis, (faid I) it the 
firmneſt of my affe&ion to you can give you any hope or conſolation, be certain, that 
neither Caſſ:nder, nor any other wan in the world, ſhall ever be preferr*d before. you 
by D-i4amiz ; and that if (he cannot be yours,ſhe never; will be any bodies; perhaps our 
. affairs.are not ſodeſperate as we believe them ; and if. you put the King in mind of what 
heowzunto his promiſe, and of what he ows to the ations you have done for us, I do 
not think he will have the confidence to perſiſt in his. unworthy reſolutions. I'le go and 
make that trjal, (replied the afflicted Prince) but, O gods, with how little hope is it,and 
with how little ſucceſs (withour doubt) will it be ! At theſe words he went out of [the 
chamber, being reſblved to goto 'the King to know: his laſt determiriation. from- his 
.own mouth; the time he had demanded to give his anſwer was alrcady, expired,and that 


poor: Prince tiad not the patience ro defer it any longer ; -He ran direfly to GIN 
| whom 


LIMI 


Book k CASSAN DR A. FJt 


whom he found in his withdrawing room, with certain Princes, and other perfons that 
were confiderable in Epirus, Being blinded with his paſſion, he could not difſembletis: 
hts before that company, but having delir'd the King to grant hima particular aus! 
dience, he ſtept to him with a troubled countenance, yet (triving to keep hisiiil humour? 
from breaking out, he endeavour'd to compoſe himſelt tro # moderai ion whereofhe was 
not capable, and having by the manner of his coming in and by his ation, ſuſpended 
all chat were preſent, Sir (faid he to the King) if your Majeſties promiſes had nut been 
, and if the Alliance wherewith you intend to honour me were not known to 
thisWhole Kingdom,-T would not have demanded the accompliſhment of them in (@: 
ta company, nor ſtrive in this place tocure my ſelt of the diſquiets that rorment mes 
I do not doubt, Sir, but that you obſerve ſome trouble in my face, and {have not cuns+: 
ning enough to diſſemble thoughts rhat are of the nature of mine ; bur yet I know the 
King of Epirws well enough, not to let my mind yield to the impreſſion which they 
would give me of my misfortune ; I know that he is of too illuftrious blood to violate 
his word, and that he has too royal and too grateful a heart to forget my ſervices z 
How unworthy ſoever I am of the poſſeflion of Deid.mia, your Majeſty has loudly and 
ſolemnly promiſed ir me, and I ſhould think I did you a mortal injury, if I could believe 
what they would perſwade me to the prejudice of your word, which | account inviolable: 
berween ſuch Princes as the King of Epirus and the King of the Lacedemonians, ning 
Agis held his peace after he had ſaid thus, and the whole company kept a quier ſilence to 
hearken to Aacidas his anſwer, who when he had bethoughrt himſelf a while, gave « in 
theſe terms ; I donot deny, Sir, but that Prince Xacidas, highly oblig'd both for all 
Epirus, and for his particular conſideration, tothe valiant King of the Lac:demonians, 
approv'd of his affe&ion to his daughter, and defir'd his alliance as much as graticude: 
and the merit of that Prince could oblige him todo. This truth is known through all 
Epirus, but you are not ignorant alſo of the revolution which hath happen'd in che Royal 
Family ; and you know well enough, that the confiderations of a whole Stare ought 
without queſtion to be valued above any particular ones, The gods are my, wi:nefles, 
that if my inclinations were followed, Deidamia thould never be match'd to 'any body! 
but the valiant King of Sparta, and that I would prefer his alliance before that of all the 
greateſt Monarchs upon earth ; No, I have not loft'the remembrance of the gallane 
ations he did in favour of us, nor have loſt the knowledg of the admirablequalities 
of his perſon. But my who'e State oppoſe: my intentions, and the Epirors, whoſe Crown 
as yer belongs in reverlion to Deidamiz, cannot reſolve to bear the yoke of the Lace- 
demonians : They are frighied with the example of imany Nations, who are become 
flaves unto the Greeks ; and they proteſt aloud, that they will not exchange their free 
condition for ſervitude, 1 would- ir pleaſed the gods, that either I had more liberty to 
diſpoſe of my family, or that you could find ſuch recompence amongtt us, as might 
acquit part of our obligations ro you; diſpoſe of our Eftates which you have reſcued 
out of the Rebels hands , diſpoſe of this Kingdom which you have delivered, and 
which by your valour you have acquired unto your ſelf; but leave the diſpofing of 
Deidamia to the Epirots, ſince it cannot be taken from them: they will heeds. facrifice 
her to their ſecurity, and fhe is not happy enough to pretend to the fortune which I had 
deftin'd her, and whereof I was as defirous as your (elf could be, Az had hardly pg- 
tience to hear all this, and interrupting the King who would have ſpoken more, Wha; 
Sir (faid he) is it true then that I ſhall not have Deidamia ? and will you pay the real ſer» 
vices I have done you, with a few: falſe reaſons, invented by thoſe that :enwy me ? Caf 
you excuſe the violation of your word by the change of condition,vand have you 
receiv'd any dignity by becoming King of Epirws, which'was not already inthe perſon 
of the King of Sparte ? Is this State, whofe will you alledge, fo ingratetul as to forget 
thatT have ſav'd it? and are not theſe Epirots, which-would rob me of Deidemia, the 
fame whoſe blood Iſpared by ſhedding of mine own, and who yet upon their ficlds may 
fee ſo many marks of what] have done" tobuy their fafery? if they fear che dominati» 
on of Sparte, I freely quit all thoſe pretenfions the mairying of Deidamis might give 
me to this Crown ; and provided I may have her, let them make whom they will King: of 
Epirus, and'diſpoſe of their Monarchy according to their wn defires," '?Tis not by this 
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Kirigdom you offer me, that the loſs of Deidamia can be recompenced : I roo muckede. 
(piſc he choriey over @ rebellious unthankful people 5 and if I have.a defire ro in. 
lavge my territorits, 1 wear a ſword well known to the Epirats, a (word which has de 
fended- their Country well enough, to make them ſce*ris capable to conquer others ; 
, it can give me greater Empires than that of my fore-fathers, but it can much more 
conſerve what it has Jawtully acquired me ; *tis by ic in part that 1 pretend to Dei. 
damiz, and*tis with it I will defend my right even to my latett breath, and that with 
riversof blood,1 will diſpute it againſt choſe that would take her from me. Agis pronoun- 
ced theſe words with a tone that ſtruck terrour into many of the by-ſtanders, the King 
was extreamly nettled with them, and his anger appear'd in the alterations of hiscoun- 
tenance 4 but knowing there was a great deal of reaſon. in what he ſaid, and feeling ſome 
remorſe of his ingratitude, he kept his thoughts from breaking forth, and only anſwer. 
ed with a very ſerious face, They that take Deidamia from you are not in a condition 
to fear your threatnings, nor would be of an humour to ſutfer them from any other but 
their valiant Defender ; he may freely make uſe of thoſe privilegdes, which fo many 
worthy ations, and ſo many treſh engagements haye given him amoneſt us; and in- 
ſtead of returning his menaces in a \_ where ] mighe have ſome power to doit, Vic 
confeſs there was a great deal of juſtice in his reproaches, if the injury 1 do bim were 
2 voluntary 'a&ion ; the contempt you ſhew of this our Kingdom is an etfe& of ge- 
neroſity, which would not excuſe the Epirots trom the yoke they fear, and in what man. 
ner ſoever you renounce this Crown, after the death of Xacidas, Deidamia's right to it 
were not to be diſputed. Believe ir, Sir,'cis with a moſt ſenfible grict I declare this truth, 
and this hard neceſlity of my condition; that I might be in one to contem you, I could 
with this Crown were ſet upgn the head of another Sovereign, and if for your (atiC- 
faRtion you defire only what abſolutely depends on me, I ſhall think nothing difficult 
to teſtific how great a ſenſe | have ef the genera), and of my particular obligations, Q 
gods ! (cried out tranſported. Ag ) gods that are enemies to-injuſtice and oppreſſion ! 
gods that are- revengers of perjury ! gods that are protefors of the perſons of Kings ! 
Can you ſuffer this high abuſe wirhout darting your Thunders upon forſworn in- 
grateful heads! And you, Aacidas, cah you recall to mind the conditicn out of 
which I freed you, and not dye with very ſhame and confuſion 2 Theſe Traytors, to 
whioſe counſcls you give 6ar, to the prejudice of your faith, and of your honour, thoſe 
baſe men, whoſe advice you prefer before the ſafety of unfortunate Agzs, did they ever 
reſcue you from ſuch extremities as thoſe you were reduced to when I came toyour 
relief ? nay rather, are not they themſelves indebred ro me for that ſhameful life which 
E preſerved for the deſtrution of mine own ? Was it from Antipater and his ſon you 
receiv'd that afliſtance ? and is the price of my ſervices which you deprive me of, due to 
the injuries which they have» done you ? The King, who did not think his delizn of an 
alliance with Antipater had been known to Agis, appear*d much a{tonith'd at this diC- 
eourſe'; but being he had prepar'd himſelf againt all the events he was probably to 
look for from his change, he recolleCted himſelf preſently, and reply'd without falling 
into paſſion, will never . prefer e-Lntipater, Caſſander, or any other Prince in Exrope, 
before your ſelf; but if my Kingdom has deſigns for its own quietnef, and for the eſta» 
bliſhrhent-of- that tranquillity it defires, I know not how to oppoſe them without ma- 
king my ſeif unworthy of the Crown they have ſet upon my Head, nor without making 
a people, moſt inclinable to revele;take Arms once more againſt me, Let *em rather take 
Arms (interrupted: ' furious Agiv ) for their own defence, againſt an enemy. which they' 
carmor, ad which they oughtnot to delpiſe'; and fince they undervalae me for Coſſan- 
der, a private man, and a man whoſe name and family are nnknown, but by their perti- 
diouſhcf, and by the glory of their Maſter; let *em take;arms for his relief, asThave 
taken armiif6+ cheirs, That audacious fellow fhallnot quietly enjoy what he unjuſtly 
would caviſh-from-me ; and fihce, neither compaſſion of an'wnfortimate Lover, whom 
yoar meracitade-precipitareyinto utter deſpair; nor the remetabranec of this Crown, 
which 4s the cau@of all my enivfortunes, and which-you owe rtonone bit me 3; nor the 
tonfderdtion of: honour, which. is intereſted) in'the violation of your word, 'can dif- 
fivade' you frdin the ora] evfoketion you have caketn :againſt me, Remember, King 
mon", pr, 
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Epirus, remember that I ſhall be able to do as much for my own quarrel, as I kave 
done already for yours ; and that this unjuſt Gaſſaxder ſhall cither fink under my lawful 
indignation, or make Agis fall with the better part of Greece, That's the firſt bxpedi 
tion Vle prepare for ; and if the gods grant me the ſicceſs which is dueto the j of 
my cauſe, you ſhall quickly ſee thoſe arms, Aacidas, glittering in Epirws, in a hoſtile 
manner, which once you look'd upon with ſo much joy, when they came to bring you 
ſafety ; they know already how to conquer the Epirots, and ſhall overflow their fields 
with that ſame bloud, which heretofore they unluckily have preſerv'd. Ar theſe words, 
the King could no longer contain himſelt within the limits of moderation, and ſeeing 
all thoſe that ſtood about him murmur at Ag# his declaration, Hitherto (faid he) in re- 

rd of your reſentment, and ip remembrance of what you have done for us, 1 bave 
paſſed by all your provocations ; but fince you openly declare War againſt me, I acce 
it, and charge you within three days ro depart this Country, where you cannot 
look'd upon as other than an enemy. *Tis as an enemy, (replied Ae haſtily) *ris as an | 
enemy you ſhall ſee me return into it, and all the moſt nal, and moſt horrible eff:&s 
that Fire and Sword can bring along with them, ſhall be the ſure rewards of perjury 
and ingratitude. Theſe words were not well over-heard by the King, who already was 
retiring another way ; and furious Ag going out of the room at the ſame time, took 
his way direQaly towards his lodging. 

The noiſe of this diſorder was immediately ſpread through the whole Court, and 
there was no Other talk in all Ambracia, but. of this unexpeRted change, and of the 
events it might produce. Opinions were divided ;zand if thoſe that were concern'd 
found, or endeavour'd to make others find, reaſon in the Kings proceeding, they that 
judg'd of it without paſſion or intereſt, condemn'd him of a high ingratitnde ; but the 
number of the baſe-minded men, and flarterers, was greater than that of genercu- per 
fohs; and the ſame Agis, who a tew days before was followed and adored by the whele 
Court, faw himſelf generally forſaken in a moment, and atrended only by tho: he had 
brought out of his Country. © When this news was told me, I was like mſtantly cohave 
died for grief, and thongh the Queen my Mother labour'd to give me ſome conſolarion, 
and to cover the Kings ation with ſome pretences, I formd nothing in her diſcourſes 
but new occaſions of aflition. Let not the King hope (aid 1)noglet him-never hore,that 
my heart can be chang'd; and ſmce heneeds would have me love King Azi,let him pre- 
pare himſelf to ſee me love him in the grave; anaff-Rion, which ſuch expreſs commands, 
fuch important obligations, and ſuch admirable qualitics have kindled,is ot fo eafily to 
be quench'd ; and the King my father ought not to think it ſtrange, though I ow my life 
tohim, that my ſoul neverthelefi is different from his. I muſt love Ag, Madam, for 
ever; and although 1 have power enough over that paſſion, to keep ir within the limits 
which my birth hath preſerib'd, ic will have power enough over me, to make my heart 
incapable of a ſecond. Ah ! my dear Agis, rather let death, accompanied with the moſt 
rigorous tortures, ſeparate me from thee for ever, than that I ſhould afford room to a 
ſucceſſor in this heart, which never was, nor ever ſhall be any bodies but thine. I ac- 
companied theſe words with ſuch a flood of tears, that the Q'1cen was deeply rouch'd 
with them ; ſhe eſteem'd Avis infinitely, and did no way approve my fathers maximsz 
but he goverryd not his affairs by her advice, and ſhe was much roo weak ro oppoſe his 
determinations. I paſſed the reſt of that day, and all the nighrin fighs, in ſobs, and in 
half-deſperate ations, and the next morning my poor Agis being reſolv'd to go away 
that very day, came to receive his laſt farewel of me. The King, who could neither 
forbear to conſider him, nor think upon him without remorſe, denied him not that 
{mall ſatisfa&ion, and his entrance into my Chamber was as freely permitted as before, 
He came im with a countenance, which had almoſt nothing of its wonted features, 
whoſe looks had ſomthing ſo fatal in them, that death appear'd there moſt _ 
painted;and I beheld him with eyes, which ſufficiently teſtified the pare t bore in his miſ- 
fortunes, Of a Jong time he was not able to get out one word,8 for a long timealſo | was 
in no condition to begin that ſad entertainment.Our eyes ralk'd a great while for u-,and 
when fainting Agis;thought himſelf ſtrong enough, to help them to expreſs his mind, 
after having with many ſighs ; Madam _ he) behold this diſgrac'd, ay 
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this baniſh'd man, behold thisenemy. of Epirus, and he who in this Covrthas appear'd 
with ſuch a luſtre, and wich ſo high a fortune, departs now. from it wichout any other 
conſolation, than-that of being able to rake! his leave of you ; tis the only favour 
that's not refuſed me, ani *cis in it alone I have eftabliſh'd my latelt hopes ; you are wo 
generous, 'my fair Princeſs, ro ſquare your thoughts by thoſe of the King your Father, 
and though I be hated by your friends, I hope that you will not conlider me as the ene- 
my of yotr houſe.- 1 conlider you; (faid I, interrupting him) and will confidec you all 
my-life, as that which 1 love moſt dearly in this world ; and ar that only whichlean, 
and will love;in ir., The gods be praiſed, (reply'd Agis, lifting up his hands and eyes to 
heaven) ; (ince my Princels isnot chang'd, neither is my torcune z and {ince ſhe ſtil will 
love me, I out-brave the tyrannical power of a Father, and all the oppolitions of un- 
thankful Epirus, Wellthen, my Princeſs, if you love me ; it you love me»-—»»ſaid he 
again within a little after, and made a oy at theſe words, as not having the-confidence 
ro proceed, [I perceiv'd his inward diſturbance, and being willing to.caſe him.in.it, Yes 
Agis (added 1) I love you, and I will give all the procts yon can demand of my aff:tion; 
If it be ſo (replied he) I no longer have any reaſon to complain of my deſtiny but 


deareſt Princeſs, how extreamly do I fear, you'l change your reſolution, and how I urem. + 


bleat the propoſition I am going to make you ? In a lels extremity I ſhould not have at- 
tempted it ; a” fince *ris the only means of ſafety Inow have lefr, I muſt of neceſſity 
follow it, and beg prooks of your affeQion, which are above my. ſervices, and abovethe 
merit of my perſon, but may peradventuye be due unto my paflion, and to the promiſe 
you have made me. Since the King oppoſes my fortune,or rather ſince he oppoſes my life, 
be pleaſed fAr Princeſs that I may. bold it from = ſe]f alone, and that I'may.live only 
by you, ſince I cannot live but for. you: If the King refuſe me Peidamia, cre receive 
her from Deidamia her (elf; and-to follow.the fortunc of a-Prince that adores her, let 
her flie from a Prince that would ſacrifice her to the Capriccios of his State. ' Your con« 
dition ſhall not be ſo miſerable at Sparta, that you ſhould need to bewail your leaving 
this unthankful Country; and as'much forſaken as,I am, I want-not means tocarry you 
from hence, if you will haye the goodneſs to quit it for me; Agis would have gone on 
withhis perſwaſions, but I would not ſuffer him to proſecute his diſcourſe; 1 found 
matter enough in. it of offence to me , but I lov'd him enough , and. was enough 
oblig'd to. him, to pardon it as an effe& of his paflion,- and tq -content my elf 
with refuling his demand, withont being angry with him for it. *'Tisenough-(faid I) my 
deareſt Agis, *tis enough, and I am exceedingly afflifted, that you have- defired, no 
propfs of my. aff:&ion , but ſuch as neither are fit for me to grant, nor you co ack, 
Would it had pleaſed the gods, you had rather demanded the better part;of my bioud, 
orthat you had defai 'd my lite ic ſelf, and they are my witnefles,] would havegiven you 
them wichour any trouble, but to perſwade me to faults fo. unworthy of a Prince'%, and 
ſo contrary xo my duty, -and to my Reputation, Ah ! deareſt Aziz ! if you lov'd me, 
could; you ſuffer ſuch a thought 2 I make you judge your. ſelf of the unfitneſ* of your 
demand, and-1 conjure you to tell me truly, it your {elf could approve the thing you 
counſel me. What will youthen do for me (cried that afflited Prince) ? and what fruit 
can I expet from that aff-&tion, wherewith you would have me flatter my (elf in my wil- 
fortune? what. proofs then ſhall thoſe be you offer me of it? and in this lateſt extremity, 
what advantage can I draw from'your Jateſt' promiſes ? All that you can hupe for (re- 
ply'd1I) fron Princeſs that loves you, but from a. virtuous Princeſs, and one who, like 
your ſelf, would prefer death before any mean unworthy ation. 1 will teltifie my af- 
tetion to-you, by preſerving it tomy very grave ; I for your ſake-will diſobey the King 
my father, if he ſhall command meto forget you, Ie diſobey him if he (hall oblige me 
roa ſccond afieQion, for in the obedience I ow him, I-knaw no. Rules that-can compel 
the. ingination :_ but it he ſhould forbid me to marry you, or if; he ſhould forbid me to 
Gegony I cannot perki ſt inthar deſign withour doing an irreparable injury, tomy repu- 
tation.:. Whar injury ſhall you doit (ſaid. Agiz) by following a Hutband of a quality 
equal.;to your-gwn, anda, Hu band whom you lov'd only by the injun&ion of your 
tiliends? ; When 1 ſhall receive him from them (anſwered 1) Ile follow bis fortune to the 
tmolt parciofi;the world, and will prefer the poſſeſſion of him before .chat _ 
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whole earth together ; but to take him, or go along with him without their conſent, is 
that I cannot do without making my ſelf unworthy both of my birth, & of your eſteem; 
and *cis,in ſhore, a thing, whickif you love me, you ought not to propound. It this flight 
offend you, (replied he) ſuffer me at leaſt to return arm'd into Epirw, to demand the 
accompliſhment of the King your Fathers word, and to labour with my (word for my fa- 
tisfaRion, or for my revenge ; and that in brict I may ſtrive to win you by thoſe arms to 
whoſe ſucceſs you formerly were granted ; perchance by their mean*,cvents may come to 
alter reſolutions; and when the Epirots ſhall ſee the defolation of their Country, and 
thar the King your Father fhall be reduced ro ſuch extremities, as thoſe I faw him in be- 
fore, they both may recede from thoſe proud ingrateful thoughrs, which proſperity has 
given them ; I'for ſuch gallant pretenftons, will arm all the men of courage that Greece 
contains, and at the head of them the Epirots ſhall ſee an invincible enemy, and an ene- 
wy who will requite their breach of faith, wich an univerſal ruine and deſolation. Agis 
inade a ſtop when) he had ſaid theſe words, and ſeeing he waited for my anſwer ; I hate 
Epizus enough (faid I) ro-bchold the mileries of it without ſorrow, and my want of 
power may have lefe-me too little credit with you to diflwade your reſolutions ; but I 
am'roo much obliged to rell you, that noſenſe of vertue, nor rule of decency, will ſuf- 
fer me to love a-man.in Arms againſt my Country, or to offer any prayers in favour of 
him. Not that will oppoſe your indignation, nor that in the condition our affairs 
now 'ſtand,l would (ill keep a Tyrannical power:over you, which might hinder you from 
following its incitements ; do whatſoever your paſſion ſhall ſuggeſt to be moſt fa- 
wourable for us ;- but remember that, Xacidgs, as ungrateful as' he is, is yet my Fa- 
ther, and that all-che Laws of duty forbid: his daughter to love his Enemy. The 
Prince loſt patience at this difcourſe,. and looking upon me with eyes as full of anger 
as of love ; What, and you too Madam, (cricd'he) have you alſo forſaken me? Ah! 
chisis my utmoſt'misfortune, this is the higheſt point of my affliftion, without, which I 
evuldnot have:accounted my ſelf. miſerable; but fince Deidamia holds intelligence with 
her Father to deſtroy me, Deidamia {hall infallibly be ſatisfied ; no, Madam, 1 will no 

preſerve''any reſentment againſt Aacidas, and fince in his ulage toward me, he 
fotlows bur your inclinations,T will no more accuſe him of ingratitude ; let;him die, this 
unfortunate Agis, who has notbeen able to-merit your affeions and that he may die 
with the greater innocence; let; him die:without ufing avy reproaches againſt you. 
Theſe, (replied I,- being touch'd with thoſe words to the very heart) theſe are the moſt 
cruel, and the- moſt bloody ones you can invent ; and if you really ſuſfef me' of that 
baſencs you upbraid me with, you are more ingrateful your ſelf, -than thoſe whom 30u 
complain of, I love: you but:too well for my repoſe, 'and too-well for my duty z and I 
give-you not {6 {light a'mark of ie as you believe; in open reſiſting the pleaſure of my Fa- 
ther, and of my King, and in/paſling, for your ſake, the bounds which modeſty and obe- 
dience' preſcribe me. Let it- ſuffice - that; you ſhall never ſee another man/in the 
place T have giverr you, and that'if the King my Father will nor' faffer me to be yours, 
you halt have this conſolation ro know I will never be anothers. ' Content-your (elf 
With this aſſurance, *f you can, fince *tis impoſſible for me to do more, and that ] may 
proteſt to you; by'al[l the things'thatare moſt ſacred, our misfortunes are equal, and 
my prief is notar all inferiour to your own, Ah! vain and light conſolation”! (cried the 
Prince quite tranſported) Ahf-falſe hopes! ah ! deceitful appearances, how unworthily 
have-you betrayed me ! Well, Madam, (purſued he, caſting himſelf at my feer,and waſh- 
ing them with a'ſtream of tears)fince neither the remembrance of your! promiſes, nor 
the deplorable condition in-whith you ſee me,are able to mollifie you, and that you neg- 
l&& the conſervation of 'my: life; ' out of 'light-confideretions, which ſerve only for a 


Pretence to cover your hard-heartedneſs toward me, I muſt diſengage you-from your * 


promiſes,and bymy death ſer you ar liberty,to follow the motions of the King your Fa- 


'ther, I'll die, *tis infallibly reſolved, I'll die, but not alone ; they that drag Azis to his 


grave, ſhall perhaps go hither with him, and'c ſhall be by their blood, and by that of 


many thouſands, he'll make hi- funeral renown'd to all ererniry. At theſe words he 


would have riſen. from before me, but I let my ſelf fink upon him with ſo much weak- 


neſs; 'chag I fell down on the floor cloſe by him, who as fainting as he was, took me inro 
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his arms, where he ſaw me loſe both-my ſenſes and my underftanding ; my maids ferch'd 
me to my ſelf again, bythe helpthey gave me; and then, looking upon Agiz, with as 
dying an-eye as his, Leave me Agis (faid I) leave me, and fiace you cannot content 
your ſelf with what I am able,and with what I do to fatisfie you,ſufter me to undergo my 
wretched deſtiny with patience. Farewel--- (purſued I, cating my arms abou his neck, 
and drowning his face in a ſea of tears)farewel my dearcit A4gis, leave this ingrateful 
Country, which hath nothing left in it worthy of you, and without inquiring what 
effe& your -remembrance ſhall work upon me, uſe mine the beſt way you can for your 
own repoſe. -' With theſe words, not being longer able! to bear his m— wt 6 
breaking forth into violences very contrary to modeſty,-I embraced bim once again for 


the laſt time of all, and rurning my eyes away from his face, I retic'd into wy cloſſer, 


where-I ſhut my ſe} up, with a reſokution not to ſee him any more. 


Alas ! (continued Deidamis melcing into tears) that was my laſt ſight of him indeed, * 


and *rwas but roo-tgo truly that 1 bade bim adicu forever ;. the pangs ele at that cruel 
ſeparation, were but too certain preſages of our extremelt misfortunes z and that part= 
ing went too near my heart, not tomake me judge that it would be eternal.. I was not 
preſent at the laſt ations of my r affli&ted Prince, 'but I heard fince; that after he 
had fallen into ſwoonings, which brought him almoſt ro bis grave ; and that he had ut 
tered words which cleft the hearts of my grieved maids with piry, he went out of my 
Chamber, and reſolving.not toſtay a minute longer in: Ambracia, took horſe withall 
his retinne to depart, They who ſaw him pafs through the ſtreets in that condition, and 
who could not forget they were -indebred-to-him for their fafery, were not able at that 
ſight to forbear lamenting, and expreſſing by their cries how much they difapprov'd that 
unjuſt uſage of their valiant Deliverer. When he was in the market-place, where he ſaw 
a company of men together, he turn'd toward them with an ation which ſufficiency 
ſhewed the trouble of his mind, and looking upon them with a rhreathiing eye, and ah 
eye kindled-with a juſt indignation, People of Epirus, (faid he) remember your ins 
gratitude,. and when you ſee your ſelves again in the-dangers from which I freed you; 
bewail at leaſt tha-ols of your'IDetender ; his help ſhall fail you in-your time of need; 
nay, and-perchance you ſhall ſee thoſe ſame arms endeavaur your ruine, with the ſane 
ſacceſs they had for your deliverance. + Thefe words were followed wich a murmur 
amongft thoſe that approved the juſticeof. his complaint, and the valiant Agis had ho 
ſooner ſpoken them , but ruming his back upon thar-/urithankfal peaple, ihe went dit 
of the City, and took his Joarney toward Sparta, by the ſame way he had cleared from 
er* mics, and which he {til} faw fullof the marks of his uncanquered valour, | 
Which way, my Lordg-thall4 be able to relate the extremity of. my afflition ? cer» 
tainly it is notin my power,” and in'what terms ſoever I thould: do it; *rwould be-ime 
poſlible for you-to comprehend it. - A body divided fromirs foul may have ſome xe+ 
ſemblance with the condition I'was in at that time, and ſorrowful.: Deidamis was thi 
rrue piture of deſolatiom; . The laft words, and the laſt ations of that poor Prince, had 
pierced 4ny heart ſo deeply, .that I was utrerly uncapable of any conſideration, or of 
any other remembrancebut his ; my affe&ion to him was {o increaſed by thoſe unhappy 
accidems; that it was riſen to the, higheſt deerce of pafſion;' and if before I lov'd him-as 
I was oblis?d, I loved him then a thouſand times more dearly than my ſelf. Alas ! with 
how many tears did I lament that fatal ſeparation, and- what reproaches did I notutter 
againſt my'Fathers ingratitude, whenfdever he operrd his.mouth to condemn my gricf? 
I loſt partof thereſpe& owed him, to take the liberty to.tell him of his injuſtice, and 
as oftery as he went about to perſwade me to accommodate/my thoughts to his, apd to 
receive impreflions for Cafſander, to whom he deftined' me indeed, I ſhewed fo little 
compl ance to his will, that he gave over all hope of being able to bend my mind tot. 
Let your Majeſty be contented (faid I) with having ſwaid my heart once to your, dc- 
fires, and with having introduced an-atfe&ion, whoſe birth I ſhould have oppoſed, had 1 
not feared rodiſobey and to difpleaſe you; I know not how to change o lightly, and | 
teſtifie my reſignation to your will ſuffciently.in taking my (ſe!f away from him to whom 
your command had given me, wichout your forcing my inclination aſecond time, 


2 man whom I neither know, nor ever will. 1 confe(s 1 went veyond reſpe&, in foying 
thus 
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thus to the King my Father, but 'twas the leaſt I owed to my poor Agir, and he wellde. 
ſerv's that for bis fake T1 ſhould do ſomething more than modeſty in ftriftneſs would al- 
low, Wherefore at ſuch times as I was alone, or only in the company of thoſe whom 

1 fuſpeſted nor, | ſuffered my reſenzments to break forth in ſuch a manner, that I forgot 
notany word a lawful paiſion could put into my mouth, In the interim, Antipater ſent 
Commilſoners tomy Father, to uu the propoſition of our marriage ; but notwich- 
anding all the King's attempes, by genclenefs, and by violence, it was impoſlible for 
him to ſhake my reſolution; and when he went to terrific me with his chrears, Let your 

Majety cauſe me to be put to death (faid 1) and 1 {hall be cured of a remembrance more 
eruel than all the pains you can wflict upon” me. ' The King was extremely moved at 
theſe words, and was ſometimes upan the very point of letting looſe his anger; but he 
loved me very tenderly, and his kpowledg of 4be wnjuſtneſs of what | he demanded, 
wraught ſomething upon him, and dit a lictle modgrate his indignation.  Antipater”s 
Commiloners thinking themfelyes meck'd, returned very muck diſcontented, after they 
had publickly complain'd of their-Maſters being il] dealt withal, and having at their 
departure exprefled that he would nait be infenſible of it. I was alſo perſecuted by Neop= 
rolemw, who taking his advantage upon the ruin of Agis his pretenfions, and upon my 
averſneſs to the marriage of Caſſandey, left nothing unattempted, cither with my Father, 
or with my ſelf, to advance his old deſigns ; but the King anſwered him with my obſti. 
nacy, and I with ſuch ſtrange kind af uſage, that-the very ſpite he canceived, made him 
leave the Court, with an intention'ta-ftir upſome-trouble-in the Kingdom, and for that 
purpoſe to make uſe of the peoples ill opinion of Afacidas, About that time, thenews 
came to us, that my valiant Agzs with an Army more powerful through the courage, 
than tho-number of men it conſiſted of, was: entred ingq the Countries that obeyed 4n- 
tipeter, where by the. beginning of his exploits, he' ſhewed marks both of bis Valour 

and of the aniniofiey that guided him. We heard that in many eucouncers, he had gain'd 
all manner of advantages, that he;had:taken-many-places by ſtorm; and that after ha- 
vingmade himſelf maſter of! the figld;;. he had lajd fitge 'to'Megalopolis, whither Anti. 
pager was marchinp. raward him with an Army mych more patene than his, becauſe it 
was made up,notionly bf his own Farges, but of miany of his Allics,and where Agis ftaid 
for him, contrary tothe advice of a} his Commanderr,: being leſs deſirous of Viftory, 
than of death, bixz.moſt firmly reſolved, to (ell his life at the deareſt rate, and ro:make 
his deſpair remarkableby ations which poſterity-nevcr ſhould: forget. 

This news made me cnd forth continual wiſhes in his favour, arid all the prayers [ 
made unto the gods were only for his 'fafery ; yer was I tormented -with extraordinary 
fears, and thoſe mortal a fiens were the true. preſages of my misfortune. Alas! 
they were but too true indeed; arid-fanceT awilt abtidge a relation which has nothing 
now in it, but ſorrowful and unpleaſmg events, inſpiceof all my-prayers, and in ſpice 
ofall-my withes, I beard ſhortly after with all Epiid,that in a bloody: batte], whoſe iffue 
had becn diſputed byalmoſt all the blood of either party, my beloved, my valiant Agiv 
had loſt his life upon thouſands of men whom he had: ſatrificed:to his lawful rage. Al- 
thongh this report was confuſedly broughe us, you may judge nevertheleſs what effe&ir 
wrought upon my heart,and yournay lntegine by th knowledg this fatal ftory has given 
you.of my love, that 1 was little leſs dead than he himſelf, Indeed all figns of life for- 
ſookme;-and complaints not being capable to expreſs the' ſmalleſt part of my afflition, 
they: left that office to faintines and ſwoonings,: which carried mealmoſt into the very 
bowels of rhe grave. | I had continued many days in a-condition, which made my life ro 
be-much doubred of, when thac I -might be utterly overwhetm'd, they brought a man 
to me,” whom 1 inſtantly knew to have belonged to that poor Prinee, and to have been 
the moſt beloved of all the ſervants he had;as ſoon aveverl ſaw him;though it was in the 
preſence of the: Queen my Mother,:1fent forth a'cry of a deſpairing perſon, and pre- 
ſently. after fell into'a ſwoon, in the arms of thoſt that were about me. When with ſeve- 
ral remedies they had ferch'd me to ry ſelf again, as I open'd my eyes I caſt them upon 
that man, hd forcing the ſighs which ſtopp'd rhe paſſage of my words, Avis is dead, 
(cried I) 4gis is dead, Archidamas. | Yes, Madam, (anfwer'd he) the greateſt, and the 
moſt generous of all Princes is dead-indeed, but he (hall never dic in the memory of _ 
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kind: at his Death he has raiſed himſelf a Monument which would render his condition 
worthy to be envied, ifhe were not dead in your remembrance. In my remembrance 2 
(replied 1, quite tranſported) Ah ! Archidamw, Apis ſhall never die in my remem- 
brance, and *ris only by the remembrance of him that 'Deidamia now- lives herſelf, He 
commanded me-(tontinued Archidams very ad y) to bring you the lateſt marks of his 
and if you be ſo pleaſed; 1 will acquit my ſelf of the laſt Commiſhon he ever gave me. 
My grief made me unable to reply, and all I could do, fceing him pur forth hisarm to 
give me a Letter, was to life up my hand to receive' ir, and to imploy the reſt of my 
lictle ſtrength to open it. There were but very few words in it, but they were written 
with his blood,and that fight ſtruck ſuch a chilneſs into mine, that I was hardly able to 
ſpeak or ſtir. Ah tmy dear Agi- (cried I, kiſſing that.blood before I read theſe words) 
with what diſmal Charaters have you ingraven theſe laſt expreſſions of your love ? 
and why have you been fo 97 ſe this noble blood, fo dear to Deidemia, and of 
this noble blood which ſuſtain'd my life more —_— own ? Saying thus, I caſt mine 
Eyes once more upon it, but they were ſo drown'd in'tcars, that of along time I was 
not able to ſee, and *ewas with much ado that in the-end I read theſe words, 


Apis tothe Princeſs Deidamia. 


Our ingratitude has not hal the powtr to make you loſe your Empire over me ;I die yours, 
1 Deidamia'; and it is to aſſure you of it that I imploy the remainder of my blood, and of 
my ſtrength, 1! x ' PANTY 


And Ill die thine, (cried I; kifling thoſe words again) yes, I'll die thine, my'too, too 
faichful Prince, and I'll confeſs ar the extremity ofmylife, I was as unworthy of theſe 
la marks of thy affe&ion, as thou-wert worthy of a ' more fortunate deſtiny; Theſe 
words were followed 'with a ſea of tears, whoſe'flowing whole hours could not aflwage; 
& if 1 had not been with-held by thoſe that were about me,I ſhould without doubr have 


made theſe hands of mine to aftſome violence againſt my life. After having been a good | 


part of the day-/in this condition, I'defir'd'to know the- particulars of his' death z: and 
though I was certain that relation would ſurcharge my grief, the refolution I had takento 
bury my ſelf abſolutely in it, made me ſeek that-new occcafionits':afftit my ſelf , and 
therefore turning towards Archidamas, Tell me 1 pray you, (faidI, with a voice 'inter- 
rupted by my ſighs) tell me 4rchidanme,in whar manner: your valiant Prince loft his lite; 
but do not ſpare my forrow, nor conceal the moſt deplorable accidents: of it frem' her 
whioſe deſpair is uncapable of receivingany addition, '' Archidamas with much adore- 
fraining tears, ſatisfied theorequeſt I made him;'on this manner. * | 343%, 

In the condition I now ſee yoo, Madam, will tiot make yow along recital of the life 
my Maſter lead, after your ſeparation ; and fince *tis -only an account. of his death'that 
gon demand,1 ſhalt-deliver it to you in a very few words. | wiltnot repeat what his'de- 
pair made himfay during our Voyage z the knowledge you have of his 3. May 
make you caſjly judge, ke utter*d whatſoever a violerit affe&ion; and a juſt ſenſe of his 
misfortune could:pur into his mouth;. - He would never hearken toone word of comfort, 
and baving nothing in his mindbat+the ruine of Caſſander, he never talk'd to' us: of 


anything but the revenge be intended to prepare againſt him. When we were come-to | 


Sparta, hardly woluld-he tarry there three days, either to take a lictle reft,or to put thoſe 
forces he found there in readineſs. to march, *He'would: not ſtay for any Recraits, and 
his impatience was ſogreat, that ic made hin run headlong uporr an Enterprife; under 
which,being ſo weak in-menas he was; he in all probability was like to fink. Yet did be 
march with as mach boldneſs as if he-had been followed by a million of men, andbeing 
entred into the Territories that obey'd Antipater, he left moſt bloody marks there of-bis 
lawful fury ; the Forces that defended the Frontier were all cut in pieces,and whatſoever 
oppoſed his paſſage met the ſelf ſame deſtiny. I will not woubloyin with the parricula- 
rities of that War atlength, but only rl you, that, after having defeated whatſoever 
came in our way, ta'n' divers places by affault, and made ſuch progreſs in few days, .48 


might have demanded whole years to equal it;we ſawt our ſelves forced to — 
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(ypolis, which was an obſtacle to our paſſage. 'Twas not-the'intentjort of our valiang 
King, to x us upon Sieges, but his Delign was to march,direttly to Caſſancer,and. make; 
him lay down h's pretenfions to you, together with his lifes; Being inpag'd.-betors hag 
place, we heard that Antipater and hisSon were coming towards us with Colours flying, 
and an Army halt as ſtrong againas ours, This intelligence could not terrific chetying,, 
bot contrary to the advice of his Commanders, who counſelFd him eitherto xctire; os; 
ipcrench himſelf, he raiſed his Siege, and went ro meet the Enemy with a reſolution, to. 
give him battel, Why ſhould I hold you longer ? The two Armies fac'd one augther,, 
ard having ſhew'd an equal defireto light, the chief Officers drew them up accord=, 
ing to their 'wonted order, and according to the fituatiun of the places, and the 
numbers ot rhceir men ; which done, they preſently began the battel. T here was a great 
deal of blood ſhed on both ſides very quickly, and our Prince incourag'd us by ſq admj- 
rable an Example of Valour, thag we ſhould ceriainly bave conquered with him, it he 
had not rather ſought for Death than Victory ; but he abandor'd all care of his men, 
tothink of his particular fſati:faftion ; and ſeeking Caſſander in the thickeſt ct his, 
drons,he brake through all of themro ect to him; and charging h'm in the miclt cf. 
a thouſand Swords and Javelins, he Jaid him en the ground wopgether with his Horſey 
immediately after he diſmounted Amtipater;- and, if his fury had not been ſtopt by a va-. 
hant ſtranger, whoſe Forces was little different from h's, without quettion he, would. 
have perfe&ed his Revenge. He did not all theſe prodigious Actions wichour receiving; 
agreit number of wounds , and in theend he was fo weaken'd by them, that he ho, 
longer was able to {1t upon his. Horſe, but had fallen off among the dead, it we had not 
broke in to him, and reſcu*d him from among a multitude of Sword: which he def; iſed,, 
and into the midſt of which, he with the ficrceneſs of a Lion had precipitated himſelt;. 
Haying drawn him out of the throng whether he would or no,[I put him inco a Litter,and; 
carricd him a little out of the heat of the fight; but his Litter was preſently full of ble 
which ran down from an infinite number of wounds ; and my magnanimous Prince 
knowing he was near his end,would not ſuffer me to flir.from him any more; but draw- 
ing paper from ſome place about him, where-l believe he carricd it for that purpoſe, .he, 
'd out the head of a Javelin that ſtuck in his body, and with the blacdy x oint ofir, 
with great difficulty writ thoſe words whereof 1 have been the fatal Beargr:: As ſoon 
as be had done, Archidamw ((aid he, giying them rome) carry theſe laſt Aſſurances of. 
my affeion to Deidamiz, and make her.the Relation.of my Death, Ecarce had he ims. 
poſed that Command upon me,; when he ſaw our Eorces retire, defeated; more by -the 
abſence of cheir General, then by the courage of our Enemies ; who, mingled pell-mell. 
amongſt them, were cager in the proſecution of their, Victory... Oar valiant King. who 
would not die without reſiſtance, nor. fall alive into his Enemies power, with the- re» 
mainder of his ſtrength got out gfi che Litter, and wich his Sword in his hand, went to: 
meet death with a miraculous boldneſs, . In that conclyljon of his lite, Madam, he did, 
things which poſterity never will believe, and,though evenat firſt he was not able to ſtir; 
cut of his place, and that within a while after he fought -but upon bi: knees, I may pro 
teltto you with truth, that his very preſence alone ſtopt whole Squadrons, as it.had! 
routed them in the beginning of the Bartel, and that the moſt daring «£ them, aflau!ced 
him only wich Dares and Arrows, which the valiant Prince tore out of his bady with an 
Invincible courage, and threw them back. at thoſe by whom he had: beam; wourndedsr 
"Twas in this manner of Combat that he ſpent the-remnant of his ftreno4h,s which. bes, 
ing no logger able to keep him up, he let him(e!f link gentlyupon bis thisldgover which 
he Igan'd yielding up the gboſt, rather like a man that was weary,or talting ina; fHetpgt 
than tognethat.was a dyirſgs _ WA > odf bf 
I (carcelyrheard the laſt words of Archidamm ; for 1 fell into fo deey arſwopn at-the: 
end of his Reciral, thatall the company;helizv'd, I bad breach'd ont my ſoul; zo fafJag, 
Ayis, All remedies ſ-em'4, helpleſs far my Recovery ; and norwichſtangivg all,the cars, 
they covldrake co fyrch meazaje-romy ſenles, I continued all the reſt ofche-day with iQ, 
lictle fizn of life, chat many perions tea? dLhad really loſt irghe King: my farher ſaw me; 
inthat condition, and the affeQign hehorem made him in that Encountgn: frad.. occan 
hon. enuugh to repent of his iygratiude hcalready felr a remorſe for ix zhat mn. 
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kim, nor could he remember what he owed to the memory of Agis,without being trou. 
bled in his conſeience ; the Queen thy mother, as muchas ſhe reſpe&ed him, cuuld not 
forbear to reproach him with it'; and all the honeſteſt people in Epirws had taken ſich an 
averfion againſt him, fince the -” 1 he had given their brave Deliverer, that the leaft 
occaſion in the world would have ſtirr*d them up to a Revolt. It was a good while with- 
in night when I came tomy ſelf again ; andI no ſooner open'd my eyes, but my mouth 
4 was open to pour forth ſuch Lamentations, as were due from me to fo dear, fo pre. 
cious a me » Task'd for Ag his Letter,and as ſoon as it was given me, Ifix*d m 
Lips upon thoſe Reliques of his Blood, with Tranſports that came trom nothing but De. 
ſpair;and ſaid words that were not to be excuſed,but by fuch a loſs as that I had ſuffer'd, 
*Twould be impoſſible, my Lord Demetriws, to repreſent the exgeſs of my afflition; yer 
fhould I be roo blame to talk to you any longer of the greatneſs 'of my forrow, fince it 
was not ſtrong enough to carry me to my Grave. It is true, I died nor, whether it were by 
reaſon of the care was taken to keep me trom it, or by the anger of the gods, who would 
not Jet me expiate ſo great a faule, with the pain of fo fhore continuance 3no, 1 died 
not, but the life 1 have led ſince then, has differ'd from death in nothing elſe, but the 
ſenfibiliry it has left me of the mileries I have undergone. When the Queens tears, and 
the Kings importunities, had obtain d a promiſe from me that I would nct make my ſelf 
away,I ſhut my ſelf up in a Chamber hung with black,w here all the objeAts were mourn» 
ful, and ſuitable to the condition of my mind, and where I hardly receiv'd the viſits of 
the King and Q"1een; the fight of all other perſans was troubleſom to me; and I may 
proteſt to you with truth, that during the fpace of a whole year, 1 ſcarce ſaw day-light 
twice; and when the King perſwaded me, or pot the Queen to do fo,” that 1 ourh: to 
change my manner of life, and difpoſe my ſelf ro take a Husband,1 broke into ſuch vio- 
lence at that Propofal, that the King, fearing that perſecution would drive me to my 
Grave, was conſtrain'd to giveit over; and to Joſe both the hope of winning meto it, 
and the deſign of torm:nting me any f&ther, Lerthe King content himſelf, (aid 1) 
with having by my obedience teo-him, itiademe'the moſt .unforeumate Princeſs in the 
world ; I facrificed my liberty to kis art commands,” and to his laſt I facrificed my poor 
#, and with him all that had power to make me love 'my lifc:for all they were ſo un- 
Juſt, for all they were ſo craeFtome; 1 blindly obſerv'd them;and if 1 had been leſs obes 
dient, I frould have been lefs guilty, and lefs ingrateful, Ah ! my deareſt A2#, (con- 
tifmed I with a torrent of tears wherewith my'words were afaally attended) thou whoſe 
image never parts from my remembrance, Should I be able to give thee a fuceefſour in 
this heart which was ſo lawfully thine own, and ſbould I'be as capable of this baſeneſs; 
as I have been of this ingratitude thounpbraid'ſt me wich ? I will not juſtifie my ſelf 
it before thee ; and though through rhe conſiderations of my duty, it might find ſome 
Excuſes, it has produc'd too diſmal effe&« ro? ſcape the cenfure of being criminal. 1 
will nevcr be but thine, dear Prince, and if my Tears are light Reparations for the faule 
I have committed,l will accompatry them wich that ardent affe&ion, and that inviolable 
fidelity which I will keep ro thee till mylareſt breath. Theſe were my ordinary diſcourſes; 
but while I liv'd on this rhanrier, the Queen' my mother, contrary to the hope of all 
Epirus, of the King, and vert Allo of her ſelf, became with child. Thi: news was no 
ſooner publiſh*d, but the Epirs:5 made Bon-fires ; and in the expectation of having 2 
ſycceſſour of the blood of Achill:s, which yet that Monarchy had never fail'd of, they 
made their joy appear by all ſortsof expreſſions ; but they gave themſelves over to it'a 
great deal more, when within'a few months after,according ro their wiſh, they ſaw her 
afely deliver'd of a Son, in whoſe Perſon they found that Prince they had ſo much de- 
fir'd. The King and the whole Court was tranſported with joy, and I my ſelf was fain 
to leave my ſolitary Retirement,to bear a part in that ſo cred gladnefs. The gods are 
my 'Witneffes, I was fo far from being troubled for __ the hope of a Crown, that 1 
receiv*d a great deal of conſolation by it, as well by reaſon of the condition 1 was in, 
which render'd me incapable of any other defire ſave that of Death, as of the belief 1 


bad,that'] ſhould be freer in my defign of conſerving my ſelf intirely for the thoughts of 


4g ; andthatbtmg no more tormented to provide Zacida a ſucceflour, to whom the 
god had givenone, I ſhould paſs he reſt of my miſerable lie at quiet. Thar child 
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being come into the world, brought with him, by the report of all thoſe that underſtand 
Phyliognomy, all the tokens of an extraordinary greatneſs, He was called Pyrrhus at- 
ter the name of his illuſtrious Predecefſor ; and the famous Oracle of Dodona, which is 
in our Country, having been conſulted at his birth, ſpoke prodigious things to his ad= 
vantage, and promiſed to thoſe Aacidas had ſent, that that Prince ſhould be the great- 
eft man that had been ſeen of many ages, that his valour ſhould nor be parallel'd in the 
whole world, and that if he were but as fortunate as Alexander, he ſhould obſcure the 
fame of al! his gallant ations. Theſe promiſes of the gods raiſed Aacidas to marvellous 
hopes, and chey began to breed up young Pyrrbus with fo great care, as ſhewed the inte= 
reſt of the whole Kingdom in him. 
Epir::: lived a year in joy,atd in tranquillity enough; bue the ingratitude of Zacidas 
had too highly incenſed the gads to expe any long continuance of proſperity, nor 
could their juſtice chuſe but break forth in the end upon his miſerable family. The 
firſt blow of fortune he received was the death of the Queen my mother, whom a 
violent Fever took away fromus in a very few days, and whoſe vertue left a moſt hc 
noured memory among the Epirots, Aacidas was a* ſenlible of that loſs as was polli- 
ble for him to be, the whole Court put on mourning wich him for fo good a Princeſs ; 
and notwithſtandinz I was prepollefled with fo violent a gricf, as ſeemed to have made 
me incajyable of ſorrow for any other loſs, this cauſe found room till in my heart for a 
new affliftion, and I was as deeply touched with it as it was fit for me tobe : The tears 1 
ſhed for my mother mingled themfelves with thoſe which yet fell daily from mine eyes, 
for the remembrance of my poor A2# ; but the King had ſcarcely dried up his when he 
received new matter of gricf, and ſaw his utmoſt Jofſes through the anger cf the gods, 
whom the violatios of his faith had made his enemies, Pardon me, Xacidas, if I cannot 
forbear.to, reproach thy — and belicve however that the remembrance of m 
misfortunes never hindred me from loving thee, and lamenting thee as I am obliged. 
Neoptolemus defeated of all his yp mm to the Crown, firſt by my refuſal to marry 
him, and afterward by the birth of Pyrrbxs, had chang'd his ways, though he had till 
the ſame defign, and making uſe of the contempt which the greateſt part of the Epirots 
had of their King, he turned his thoughts to uſurp that Crown, which he no longer 
lawfully could hope for. With that jntznt he was retired to the Molofſes, whom he found 
exceeding ready to —_— and being infortn'd of 4ntipater's diſcontents, and of his 
hatred tq #ac:4as, he had made hin! acquainted with his purpoſe, and the means he 
tad to revenge him. Antipater, who conceived himfelfill dealt withall, and mocked by 
Macidas, lent an ear to Neoptolemas his ſollicitations, and joyfully offered to give him 
his aſliftance ; yet durſt he neither bring nor ſend him any Macedonian forces, know- 
ing heſhould not be avow'd by Alexander, who conhdered our family by reaſon of the 
near alljance that was between us, but he furnifhed him with mercenary ſtrangers, whom 
he levi'd upon the frontiers, and ſuppli'd him under-hand, with great ſums of mcny 
to ſupport che charges of his enterpriſe. Negligent Zacidas (leighted the firſt notice that 
was given him of this' commotion, but when he went, to try ſome remedy, the mit- 
fortune was gone ſofar, thatall his endeavours were unproficable to hinder ir. Neopto= 
lemas did not only raife the Molofles, but fow'd Rebellion through all parts of Epirus, 
and madea party even in Ambraciz it ſelf, which quickly became ſtronger than the Kings. 
I never could compretiend 'which way Neofptolemns met with ſo much facility in his 
defign, for though 1 know the Epirots are, the —_ inconſtant and : the moſt wicked 
people of all Exrepe, I cannqt imagine what advantage they could find in baſcly for- 
faking their natural King, to caft themſelves into the hands of an Uſurper. *Tis certain, 
that in any other Country, Neoptotemus could not fo eaſily have effeted his defign, 
but how faithleſs ſever ours.is, I could never attribute the ruine of our family to any 
thing, but a,manifeſt Judgment of heaven upon it. Perfidious Neoptolemas declared . 
himſelf, as ſoon as he.was ſtropg enough,” and coming before our Towns with a mighty 
Atmy, he In a ſhort ſpace brought them under his obedienee without ſtriking a blow : 
his forces encreaſed daily, ant{ when he was Maſter of all the Country, he marched di- 
reftly to Ambraciz, where he knew he was waited for by the greater part of the inhab#- 
tants, ZEacidas then rthade ſome attempts to remedy his laſt misfortunes, but he _ 
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th: courage of the Evirots ſocold, that after havin; unſucceſsfully try'd ro make them 
take Arms for his detence, he beyan to loſe both hearc and hupe rogtther. Then it was 
that he vainly called for Ag his aſſiſtance, and that he bewail'd his ingratitude with 
tears of blood ; he in his own deftruftion ſaw the truth of that poor Prince's predictions, 
and after his unworthy uſage of him had not the confidence to demand relief from his 
Allie-. For mine own part, I can affure you, there were but two reaſons that augmented 
my afiftion in this misfortune : 1 was troubled for my fathers diſaſters, though he had 
drawn them on hi own head ; and I was atraid of falling into the hands of Neoprsle., 
mw, whom I mortally hated. Yet didI refign my ſelf to the will of the gods, and being 
4s it were dead to all manner of contentment in the world, 'tis certain 1 was leſs touch'd 
with our diſaſters than I ſhould have been in another ſeaſon, My father fecing himſelf 
reduced, by che fickleneſs of his ſubje&s, to one only Town, reſolved to detend it, and 
there to expe ſuccour from ſome of his neighbours, or to lay his bones in the ruines of it, 
But when Nc-ptolemus was come within two days march of us, thoſe that took part 
with him in Ambracia being the ſtronger,and knowing that they were ſo,declared them. 
ſelves publickly, and taking Arms began to march up and down the (treets, crying, Long 
live King N-ptolemus, In this utmoſt extremity the King ſummon'd up all the re- 
mainder of his courage, and did all he poſſibly could to animate thoſe ro his defence, in 
whom he believed there was yet ay fidelity ; but their number was ſo ſmall, that he was 
able to do nothing with them, and ſaw himſelf compelÞ'd to yield unto his deſtiny, and 
to follow the counſel of thoſe few friends he yet had left. They all perſwaded him to ger 
out of the City with his family before Neoptolemws his arrival, and take refuge to ſome 
one of his neighbours, where his perſon and family might be ſecur'd from the proſecu- 
tions of his enemy, who would do all that poſlible he could to deſtroy him, and that 
afrer he had put himſelf in ſome friendly ſanfuary, he might go and ack relict from his 
nephew Alexander the Great, who in conſideration of their nearneſs of blood, and of 
the injuſtice that had been done him, would without doubt give him his afſiſtance, and 
eſtabliſh him in his Throne again. The ſad King hearken'd to this propoſition, and 
taking gold and jewels with him, he cauſed certain Chariots to be made ready, and 
being guarded by a ſmall number of truſty friends, he in the night got out of the 
Palace by a Gate which had free paſſage into the field, without going through any part 
of the City. Our eſcape was not ſo ſecret, but that the Epirots might have prevented 
it, if they had defired our ruine ; but thoſe that were !ef+ ex:Cpcrated againſt Xacids, 
withheld the reſt, telling them they might be ſatisfied with depriving him of his King- 
dom, and not hinder him from ſaving his life if he could poſſibly, Our company con- 
hſted of the King my father, young Pyrrbws my brother, who- was then but two yzars 
old, my ſelf, rwo maids, Theogenes, Androclides , Angelus, Hyppias, Meander, An- 
«roclio, and ſome others, whoſe names were not ſo known in Epirus, and who-would 
not abandon us in ovr diſaſters, Sorrowful Aacidas quitted not his Town and King» 
dom without tears, and deteſting the infidelity of his people, uttered imprecations againſt 
them, and complaints of his misfortunes, able to have touch'd his very enemies wit 
pifty. The Sun was hardly riſen when our ſmall train was increaſed by a few men, who 
coming up to us gave us notice that we were purſued; and that; we eake haſten our flight 
with greater diligence, if we intended to fave our ſelves. Aacidgs grew pale at this in- 
tel tgence, and not being able to forſake me, nor to fly himſelf with greater ſpecd, he 
was extream defirous to ſave little Pyyrbas, whom he believed to be the principal aim of 
his eriemies purſaitz and therefore having taken him in hisarms, and kiffed him a great 
many times, bathing his face in tears, he put him.into the hands of Androction, Hyppiss, 
and Meander, who were mounted upon fleet horſes, commanding them to carry him to 
Glancus King of the Ilyrians, his antient friend, and. to'whom he would entruſt that 
which was moſt precious to him in all the world. Theſe three faichfu] ſeryants rook 
charge of my little brother, and promiſed the King that to their href, breathrbey would 
with fidelity acquit themſelves of the commiſſion he gave them, When he bad ſcen ther 
depart, we profecuted our jJqurney, but left the high-ways; and under the, conduRt of 
truſty guides, travelled through the moſt unknown places toward Byzantium, where 
me King determined to paſx'over into Aſia, *and'go to Alexander, I will not gnterian 
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you Sir, with the frivolous particulars of our voyage, it pleaſed the gods we were not 
overtaken by our enemies, and thar after a tedious wandring we in the end arriv'd at 
Byz.mtinm : There we remained unknown, the King reſolving to ſtay for Meander, 
who, by the order he had receiv'd, was to bring him an account thither of the child that 
had been truſted to him. Meander came and eaſed the King of part of his diſcontents, by 
giving a relation of the ſucceſs of his voyage : He told him, King Glaucws had taken the 
child into his proteftion, how he had given charge he ſhould be bred up with as much 


' careand as much affeRion as his own ; how he had publickly ſworn he would aflift him 
' with all his forces towards the recovery of his Kingdom,and how he complained, that the 


King himſelf had taken ſanQuary any where elſe but with him. AEacidas was joy'd ar 
this reciral,but he was come to the concluſion of his miſerie:;and as the gods would have 
ir,to o're-whelm the unfortunate Deidamia, he fell ill the nez:t day after, and felc himſelf 
ſo weaken'd with his griefs, that he had not ſtrength encu»}: to refaſt his fickne(s ; upon 
the fixth day he died, and I remained in the moft fad and lamentable condition that 
ever Princeſs was reduc'd to; I make you judge of it, my Lo:d, without going about to 
make a deſcription of it, and yuu may eaſily imagine in what pcrplexities a Maid might 
be, who, after having loſt what was deareſt to her in all the world, ſaw her ſelf deprived 
of her parents, diſpoiled of all ſhe had, without refuge and without ſupport, under the 
condu&t of a few helpleſs men. Certainly 'tis very hard to fancy a more miſerable cfiate 
than mine, and all the tears in the world were not ſufficient to x Anya a part of my dif- 
afters.I will nct tell you what torrents 1 poured forth,but content my ſelf with letting you 
know.that after” the {King my fathers obfequies, when once the condition we were in would 
ſuffer us, we conſulted the Oracle of Mars, who by the mouth of his ricſt gave us order 
toproceed according to our formcr reſolution, and promiſed me, that upon the banks of 
Eupbrates 1 ſhould find repoſe, and an end of my misfortunes. I received little conſola- 
tion by that promiſe the gods had given me, knowing [ could not hope for the perform- 
ance of it any other way than by the end of my life; yet wasI determined to obey 
their command:, and by the advice of Theozenes, to whoſe condutt | had rehgind my 
ſelf, we continued on our Journey toward Alexander, who was then at Suſa, believing 
that the Queens would afford me a ſafe retreat, and an honourable ſanQuary. The gods 
cante)}, *cwas not any defire to ſave my life, nor to return to the quality whence 1 was 
faln, that made me undertake ſo painful a voyage, but only the fear of falling into 
Neoptolemuws his hands, and my willingneſs to comply with the deſires of thoſe faithful 

erſons, who had abandoned all they had to ſerve me, and who cxpreſe'd fo great an af 
feftion to the miſerable Relicks of our Family ; 'ctis under their protection that I have 
travelled through ſo many Countrie*; but a long and danrcerous ticknel* I had at Sxſa, 
whence the King was gone ere we arrived, hindred the cfteing of our refolutiens, and 
before I was able to leave my bed, we heard the fatal news of the much lamented death of 
the greateſt man that ever came into the world. By this laſt misfortune I was perſwaded 
that the gods aim'd abſolutely at my deſtruftion, ſince they over-whelm'd me daily with 
new afflitions, and ſtopp'd up all the paſſages to that ſafery and to that repoſe I wiſh'd 
for; whereupon I would have given my (elf over ro deſpair, if Theogenes and his faith- 
ful companions had not kept me from it, and being detirous in the extremity to which 
I was reduced, to have me try all manner of ways, they were of opinion I might ob- 
tain the ſame relief and the ſame proteRion from Alexanders (ucceflors, and from his 
family, which I beforc had hoped for from himſelf. This was the reaſon, Sir,that brought 
us to this place, where the ill chance of this war you are all ingaged in began to make 
me loſe the hopes which your goodneſs has reviv'd, and which I now will cheriſh, fince 
_ had the happineſs in my firſt encounter to light upon ſo gencrous a man as Prince 

emetrins, 

Thus did the fair Princeſs Deidamis finiſh her narration, wherein Demetrius was ſo 
concern'd, that his tears for a great while kept company with thoſe ſhe ſhed at the end 
of her diſcourſe, but when her filence invited him to ſpeak, looking upon her with eyes 
which teftified a ſenſibility in him that went ſomthing beyond compaſſion, Madam, 
(faid he) the cauſes of your affli&ion are ſo great,that they cannot juſtly be diſapprov'd; 
but, in the loſs you haveſuſtain'd by the death of the valiant King of the Lacedemo- 

Z22 2 nians, 
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ans, the deſtiny of rhis an;ortunate man thar ſpeaks ro you has no ſmall conformirw 
with yours. W-cp,yas you do.tor a perſon who 1* no loneer in the world;and though _ 
aſi were neither ſo long ferled,nor upon ſo reafunable grounds as yours,it has tortiti% 
i 1 by circmitances, which have ſomthing in them more ſtrange and more unuſiua], 
Pl- wzep with you whenſoever you pleaſe to let me bear you company in that fad im- 
Moyment, ain! in this encounter of our Fates, perhaps we may find ſome confolatiun: 
In the mcan ©me cive me leave to wair upon you ro the retreat you have demanded, 
and brin's you to a grcat many Vrincefles, who know how to pay what's due unto your 
birth and perſon: You ſhall not fail of the proteftion you hoped to receive from 
Alexanicr, no nor of revenge for the wrongs that have bern done you, for here are 
many Princes who will embrace your intereſts wich more aftection than their own ; and 
our War ſhall be no ſooner ended but you ſhall! find us ready to beyin it again for your 
Quarre!. - Demetrius, whoſe ſad remembrances were a little moderated by the tivhr of 
that admirable Prinecſs, prencanc'd theſe words with ſuch a grace, and his handiomneſ 
did { powerfully ſecond bis perſwations, that the Princet* a-'d all her followers, charm'd 
with the marvellous advantayes of his perfon and Janguage, could nor refiſt his deires, 
but anſwered his offers with the like civilities. Demcrrizxs, after tome words of anoblj- 
giny diicourſe, entreated her to pet up into her Chariot, and having placed himſelf by 
her, Theogenes and her Maids came in atier them, and the rett tollowing the Chariot on 
horſe-back, they went to P-!emox”'s houſe, being guided thither by Demetrius. When 
they were at th= Gate he alighted firſt, and being delirou- to prepare thoſe perſons that 
were within to receive Deidamia according to her quality, he pray'd her to expe his 
return bur a few moments, and in the interim ran to advertiſe - pamia, Arſione, and 
the other Ladies that were with them, of her arrival ; and having in a few words told 
them her rame, her quality, and ſomthing of her laſt adventures, they all went down 
to meet and tc receive her with all manner of reſpe& and civility. Fhis interview cauſed 
a macual admiration in them 4 and as Deidamia found ſomthing that was charming in 
the face» of choſe Princeſſes, they on the other fide believ'd that they had never yet ſecn 
any thing that excelFd hers. Their converſation was in very ſubmiſlive terms, and when 
the Ladizs had confirm'd thoſe promiſcs to Deidamia which Demetrius had made her, 
they centred together into the Houſe, where they oblig'd her to take a Lodging with 


them, | 


5 0 


UMI 


54.5 


SEE ASSESS ABSASSSS OOO SOS 2E8 
DPS PSSSED SEPOISELEO SES SODOSS 


IHE FOUR TH PART 


CAS SANDRA: 


The Second Book. 


— — 
| — 
— = = — 
—_—_—_— 


\ oy 


+ 


Emetrius having Icft Deidamia with the Ladies, went to his father, and 
thenwith him to Oroondares his Tent, whither all the Princes flock*d to 
take their ſhare in his Joy, and to inform themſelves of thoſe marvellous 
Events that were come to paſs there. Indeed, the face of all things was 

; wonderfully chang'd:for hatred,rage, and jealoufie, which had ſoabſo- 

li” y reign?d there ſome few hours before, had now yielded their place to gentler, and 

qui-e contrary paſſions, Oroondates was even loſt in the tranſports of his joy, both for 

tc life of his dear brother, for whom he had thed ſo many tears, and for the innocency 
of hi- before ſuſpe&ted Princeſs: he teſtified thoſe ſweet Raprures by ſuch moaning 
words, and that pleaſing trouble of his mind broke forth fo remedy in all his a&ti- 
<, that © ſudden a chenge had made him hardly to be known by his moſt particular 
f£ands 2 1 ith how grenr renentance did he refle& upon all the complaints he had 
made cf Cjſmd-4's infilclity, and with what remorſe did he recall into his me- 
mery, thoſe cruel deſi-ns he had fram'd againſt the life of his moſt lov'd Arſaces ? 
Which way, dear brother, (cried he before all the company) which way, dear Prin- 
cf. theil ; be able torepair what I have faid, and what I have attempted againſt 
7cu? and what blood dol not ow to the expiation of thoſe bloody injuries, and 
of thoſe cruc! intentions ? Thou guilty mouth, which halt ſo-oftcn blaſphem'd my ado- 
red Princeſ:, and thou facrilegious hand, which haſt ſo inhumanely ſhed the noble blocd 
of my rioft worthy brother, what will you ſay ? what will you do, to give fatisfation 
for vour crimes? That admirable virtue Iſo much wron?'d by my unjult ſuſpicions, and 
thoſe deep woun4* which my invgratcful Sword hath made in the body of a brother, to 
whom 1 ſtood ind<br:d for all my happineſs, do they not cry aloud for vengeance againſt 
me? Ah ! no(faid heagain, after a little pauſe) fear nothing for innocent faults; thoſe 
between my brother and me are mutual ; if 1 have drawn part of his blood, he hath 
pour*d forth almoſt all mine ; and fince Artaxerxes is reviv'd, and that St:tira is not in- 
conſtant, we ought to caſt away all fatal remembrances, and baniſh a!! matters of af- 


_ flition, Artaxerxes will pardon the fury that tranſported me,it he conſider the violence 


ct that paſſion whoſe beginnings he favour'd with ſo much goodneſs ; and my Queen 
wil! without doubt be ſo indulgent, as to excuſe a jealoufic grounded upon ſuch ttrong 
ro>ebilitics, and a jcalouſi: which has been violent enough to precipitate me into de- 
air, but not to leſſen my affeftion. If Oroondates his words were theſe, Arſaces his 
thaughts were the very ſame : but he could not expreſs them with his tongue, becauſe 
Oroondates his entreaty, and Berenice's abſolute command, made him obſerve the filence 
that was injoyn'd him : Yet did he by a beſceching geſture, and by looks which ſpoke 
ſufficiently for him, beg pardon of Berenice for the injuries he had done her; and that 
fair Princeſs, who at her brothers defire was ſet down by his beds head, ſhew'd plainly 
ereuvh by hers, that he had obtain'd the pardon he demanded, and that her former at- 
tion was augmented by thoſe offences whereof he accuſed himſelf. This affurance 
cauſed motions in joy'd Arſacer, which raiſed him above himſelf, and which made him 
con= 
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confider that ſudden revolution of fortune with an inconceivable extafie, While he 
contented himſelf with expreiling it in that mute language, his recovery was endea- 
vour'd with an exceeding great care ; and Prince Lyſimachws, who next Oroondates was 
more concern'd in it than al! che reſt, imploy'd ſo many to ſeek that foveraign herb, 
which had lately been ſo favourable to him, that after a great deal of difficulty, ſome 
few roots of it were found upon the neighbouring mountain. They were no ſooner ap- 
ply'd but they wrought their uſial effeft, and pave the Chirurgeons certain hope of a 
ſpetdy cure : Thenext day he was vifibly amended ; but though the Phyſicians allow*d 
him to diſcourſe alittle with his friends, they would not ſuffer him to engage himſelf in 
the long narration which was delired of him, and only ordain'd that he ſhould defer it 
cill the day following. Oroondates, who knew nor Arſaces his intentions, and who be. 
liev'd that perhaps he might be unwilling to make himſelf known to ſo many perſons 
who had been enemies to his father, who had labour'd for the deſtrution of his Fami. 
ly, and who had made themſelves great, but by thoſe Territories which ought to have 
been his, took ſuch a courſe by the means of Lyſimachws and Araxes, that his rrue name 
was not publiſhed ſo ſoon, and he only difcever'd it to Thaleſtris, Ptolomews, and 
ſome of thoſe in whom he had a more fpeeial confidence, Arſaces pray'd Orcondates 
to make {im the relation of that part of his adventures which was unknown to him, 
and the Prince gave him an exaft account of ther, which cauſed him often to fall into 
ſuch admirations, and praiſes of his vertue,as the Princes modeſty could not ſuffer. Part 
of the day was beſtow'd in this recital, and the remainder pafled in a delightful conver- 
ſation, wherein the Princeſs Deidamia, who with the other Ladies was come to viſit the 
Princes, appear'd like a air ſtar, and made ſome of the company doubt whether Bere- 
nice had any advantage over her. That lovely Princeſs had already given her a large 
. place in her affe&ion , Thaleſtris had not been ſparing to her of hers, and all the Princes 

charm'd with her beauty, and with her admirable qualities, and touch'd with the ſad 
events of her fortune, and with the ruine of her houſf, had with much joy and civi- 


lity promiſed her that proteCtion and afliſtance ſhe demanded of them. Demetriws in- | 


terefſed himſelf more in that buſineſs than all the reſt, and his father began already to 


obſerve, that he beheld that Princeſs with eyes leſs drown'd in tears than ordinary, and 4 


that ke was not altogether ſo much fix'd upon the ſorrowful remembrance of his Her- 
mime, This was the laſt day of the Truce, which oblig'd the Princes to ſpend the rem- 
nant of it carefully in putting the Army in order, either to affault, if they ſaw occaſion, 
or todefend it felf, if ic ſhould be affaulted, Thoſe great Souldiers were too «kilful in 
their trade, to be ignorant of any thing that could ſerve for their advantage ; but after 
having vilited the Camp, they thought themſelves not ina condition to attempt any 
thing fur ſome days ; and the knowledg they had that their Enemics were altogether as 
unfit for ation, made them only prepare for their defence, or to avoid thoſe ſurpriſes 
whereof too great a nezligence might afford an opportunity; and in the mean time 
they were extremely diligent in haſtning the cure of their hurt men, and in cauſing 
thoſe that were well ro work at their Trenches. The next day Arſaces was ſo much 
better, that he himſelf could hardly believe the ſudden return of ſtrength he felt; and 
Oroondates, as ſoon as he was awake, having ask'd him how he did ; I amſo well (faid 
hz) brother, that I find my ſelf able to fatisfie the deſire you have to learn my Adven- 
tures ; you have more intereſt in the recital of them than any body in the world, and 
our two lives are ſo chain'd to one another, that 'cis almoſt impoſlible to ſeparate them. 
T loſt one half of mine (replied Oroondates) when I thought I had loſt you, and the 
other ſubſifted only by the love I bore my Princeſs, Iow'd that part of Oroondates 
eo her, and bur for that,] ſhould have facrifieed it all to my ſorrow for the death of Ar- 
taxerxes, But, O gods ! is it poſhble you ſhould have lived ever fnce, without giving 
this affifted brother any knowledg that you were alive? Thefe words drew ſome 
ſighs from Arſaces ; and when he was going to anſwer him, they ſaw the fair Thaleſtris 
come into the chamber, and with her Prince Lyſimachis, Oxyartes, and ArtabaſW. 
As ſoon as they had bidden the two Princes good-morow, and that they with joy had 
heard from'them the eſtate of their health, Oroondates turning towards Arſaces, Bro- 


ther, (faid he) theſe perſons are not to be ſuſpeed in the relation I have demanded of 
you 
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you, and [ believe *tis partly that defire that brought them hicher. If I am ſuſpefted 
(added Lyſim.ichus ) I ſhall not take it ill, if you think fit I ſhould retire, and leave you 
in a more abſolute liberty. + No, Lyſimachws (replied the Prince) you ſhall never be ſuſ- 
peed by me, and 1 (hall be extreamly aftlited, if you conſerve not that friendſhip to 
Pari(atis*s brother, which you have already promiſed to Arſaces, He detain'd Queen 
Thaleſtris with'the ſame _ but Oroond..tes defired, their entertainment ſhould be 
timited co that number of perſuns, and Lyſimachws gave order at the Tent door, that the 
Princes ſhould not be diſturb'd that morning. Arſaces was going to begin his ſtory, when 
Orcondates, fearing he ſhoulgl be oblig'd to ſpeak too loud by reaſon of the diſtance be= 
eween their beds, had a Mind to go into his, but the preſence of Thaleſftris hindred 
him, which Lyſimachus perceiving, led her for a while into the next chamber, and ac 
their return they found the two Princes in Arſaces his bed, link'd in a very different em. 
brace from thoſe they had given one another not many days before. Theſe illuſtrious 

rſons took vheir places cloſe by the bed z and Ar/aces, having held his peace a while, 
broke ſilence in theſe terms. 


The Hiſtory of Arſacts; 


Gods ! wich what face can I own my having been alive, while Alexander over-ran 

my Country,deftroy'd my family,and triumph'd over my fathers life and Empire? 
Which way (hall I be able to make this ſhametul confeſſion, at\d what excuſes can I tind 
in my love, and in my misfortunes, to juſtifie my ſelf ot ſuch a ſeeming cowardize ? 
'Tistrue, 1 lived during all the loffes of my friends, and the miſeries of my Country, 
but [ lived in a condition, which it ic cannot make me abſolutely innocent, may perhaps 
obtain ſome pardon amoneglt you, aud leave you ſtill in a belief, that if Arſaces had been 
free, he would not have been fo baſe as to fe the deſolation of his Country, without 
burying himſelf in its fatal ruines. | ſpeak this betore you, Lyſimechus, whom I ſhall ever 
be able to diſcern from the enemies of our houſe, and I'calbthis remembrance into my 
mind, without keeping any heart-burning againſt many:of our generous friends, who 
have now taken arms for the remnant of our blood;and who heretofore, while they ferv'd 
their King, and laVoured for their own glory, oblig'd-Darixs his family by moit conli- 
derable ſervices, and have now left in his ſon neicher any animoſity againſt them, nor 
any diſcontent for ſeeing them poſleſlors of thoſe Countries which were the King my 
fathers, and which ought to have been my dominions at this preſent, if by the anger 
of the gods this Empire had not been overthrown from the higheſt pitch that ever hu- 
man greatneſs attain'd. . 

; Icannot think of this ſad remembrance (continued Arſaces with a figh or two) with« 
out ſhewing ſome tokens that I am ſeniible of the ruine of our houſe; but for all 1 am 
an exile, for all I am diveſted of an Empire, whoſe ſcattered picces make ſo many Sove- 
reigns, the gods are my witnefles, that I ſhall never bewail that loſs, it I may but keep 
Berenice, and if with thoſe Scepters which heavens wrath had pat into other hands, 1 loſe 
notalſo that worthily adored Princeſs, : for whom 1 treely-:did forſake them all, Theſe: 
words drew tears from the eyes of all the hearers; and Arſaces having wip*'d away his, 
proſecuted his diſcourſe on this manner. ' 

- I died not,brother,in that bloody battel, wherein you thought you had loſt a brother, 
to whom you were a thouſand times more dear than his own life ; and three days ago E 
ſhould haveſaid, that I lived to my misfortune: but my recovering of Berenice, and of 
your ſelf, -baniſhes all thaſe ingratctul thoughts out of my. heart, and'cannor ſuffer me 
to complain of my deſtiny without blaſphemy,and without injuſtice.”Tis true,I died not, 
but l remained in a condition that was bur little different from death,and it you believed 
I was fo, 'rwas upon ſuch apparent grounds as might have deceived all the world. 
Night was already ſhut in when the Perfians quitted the field, and thie Scythians were fo : 
weak,that they contented themſelves with. keeping it,withourattempring ro;purſue their 
enemies in the dark. I lay ina ſwound all that night,which in the hot ſeafon-it then was, ' 
wasone of the ſhorteſt in the year, and.during which the. ſouldiers were not ſuffered to 
pillage nor toſtrip the dead, As ſoon, as day appear'd, that liberty was granted ſ 

an 
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and then they began to pull off all our arms and c'oaths. My arms, if you remember, 
were as fair-and rich as ever had been worn ; and the Juſtre ot the ſtone; they were ſer 
withall,which ſparkled in ſome places,in ſpite of the blood that covered them,drew ma- 
ny Scyrhians to pillage me : preſently one amongſt them took off my Cask, and while 
he amuſed himſelf in ccnlideriny the beauty of it, another ſtooping to me would have 
unbuckled my Cuirafs, but his companion, who knew the prize was wholly his, becauſe 
he had ſciz?d upon me firſt, oppoſed his intention ; and though they ſay the Scythians 
deſpiſe richz*, it is true nevertheleſs, that then they were powerful enough to ſer a 
quarre] berween thoſe two Souldiers, and to make them diſpute their booty with their 
ſwords: Some of their friends drawn thither by that noiſe, took part on either fide ac- 
cording 10 their affe&ions, and then there began a little skuffle about me, in which blood © 
would have been drawn but for the arrival of Theodates Prince of the Sarmates, who 
command part cf the Army. As ſoon as he made himſelf known to the Souldiers, they 
retired with refreft, and Theodates being willing to be judge of their differences, they 
began to diſpute the matter before him, He had no ſooner ſeen my Cask which a Scy. 
thian ſhew'd him, and then my Cuiraſs, and the reft of my arms, but he preſently be- 
lieved the rerſon that wore them mult needs be of a confiderable quality among the 
Perfans z This opinion made him caſt hiseyes more hecdfully upon me, my face was 
pale, &. my hair all matted with blood hung confuſedly upon the ground, which was red 
all round about me ; | know not whether it was my youth, or ſome belief of the greatnek 
of my birch, which at firſt moved compaſſion in Theodates , but in effe& as I have learn'd 
fince, he began ro Jook upon me with ſome ſenſe of pity, and after having beftow'd a 
ſigh or two on my misfortune, he was going to appoint me burial, and was opening his 
mouth to decide the quarrel among the Souldiers, and to command them to carry me 
from amid. the dead, when he perceived me ſtir and open my eyes a lictle, ſhewing 
many figns that 1 was alive, Theodates at that fight felt ſome kind of joy, and drawing 
nearer to my.'face to find whether I breathed or no, This young man is not dead (ſaid 
he) and without doubt he deſerves affiſtance z the gods forbid I ſhould negleR the oc» 
ca{jon to give it him, carry him into myTent with his Arms, if he die, they ſhall be 
yours, and if he recover, Vle pay you for them as much as you can defire, Theodates 
was hizhly reſpe&ted among the Sauldiers, and (the Scythians being religious obſervers 
of the commands of their ſuperior officers) theſe obey*d without murmuring, -and going 
after him, carried me to his Tent which was not very far from thence : He immediately 
gave order that I ſhould be put:to bed, that my wounds ſhould be ſearched, and that all 
thoſe remedies ſhould be applied to me which could have been uſed in the like cxtre- 
mity to his own perſon. The Chirurgians that viſited my wounds found thern very deep. 
and a great many, but they were all in ſuch. favourable places, that, only my loſs of 
blood gave them any apprehenlons, and theycold Theod ater, that it alone was cnough. , 
to make them deſpair of my recovery. Yet did they endeavour it with 'great care and +. 
«kill; and labour'd with ſuch foverein reniedies to draw. me ont of my fwound, that & 
came perfe&ly.to my ſenſes azaih, and opening my eyes wide;] began to diſcern ſome of 
the objc&s that were before me. 1 was a long xime nevertheleſs before | was capable of rea- 
ſon, and they'drefled all.my.wounds, I flirring, but very little the white, and having 
but a very little imperfe& knowledg of what was done to me z''not many hours after, 1 
grew ſomthing better, and;had :ftrength encuigh to turn my tiead a little, to: rout my 
eyes on every-fide, to call: things paſt intomy memory, andro queſtion my felt touch- 
ing my preſent condition. - Þhad.a confuſed remembrance of-the Battel, arid of pare of 
what I haddonethere, bur:E could nor imagine in what place} was, nor which way L 
cam? thither; ' I begag to hei defivous toiknow, 'when Theodates came to my bed-fide, 
and ſeeing that I looked intendivey upon him, Whofocver your are (ſaid he) fear nothing, 
but believe you are fallen inzalthd hands of. aman that will nov confideripou as an ene- 
my, and who will-labour ab[nuxch for yopr Gftry as for hikown, i He-wern gary 
{taying for my anſwer, an{hmiting the cartain-of. my- beth; ikefrme-ar liberty wo digeſt 
his words, andto think of chaieſtate I was in? [was not [6 weak, 'nor folirthe come to 
my ſelf, butithat Lunderftood: what he had ſaid, -and after I hadrefleged wpon it, I con- 
jeQured ſomhing-of the truck, 1 knew'I'whs a priſoner, Buc- though that y”_e 
cem 
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ſ-em'd hard to me, I had courage enough to ſupport it, and by the firſt uſage I receiv'd 
Fom this enemy, 1 began to hope for all manner of courrefie from him, This know- 
ledg (weeten'd my diſcontent, and being at that time | was void of any paſſion that 
could make me hate my life, 1 j-yfully receiv'd the afliftance that was given me for the 
conſervation of ir, The iecond day I was a little ſtronger, and the next after that, the 
Phyſitians aſſured Theodates, that by the favour of the pods, there wa hope of my re. 
coyery. The third day,when they had fir'd the Camp to burn that great number of dead 
bodies which the Scythians lett upon our fields, rhey repaſſed the Ar..xw, to march 
back toward 1ſ:dm; and Thegdagi, who dil already intereſs himſelt very much in my 
Gafcr;. not being-able ro oppBle that neceffty; would have me bruughr alcng in the 
A c,mmodious manner he pothibly could, and for that purpoſe cauſed a clofe hand-= 
+0 be made, and to be carried by a great many men appointed for that office, who 
»e an:ther of that pains by rurns, removed me very gently, and caſfily kept pace 


m 
Iitrer 


_— . i-my, which by reaſon of the num- er of the wounded men, moved leifurely, 
and 14 4s lr very ſhore marches, - We came on this faſhion into Scyih14, and arrived ar 
If km: Cheol.ztes who for particular reaſons deſired to keep me conceal'd, won!d 
no! '- + be carried into that City, but toa-houſe of his which was hot aboye five or 


G+ bund: 41 furlonys from thence, I was already ina condition which gave the Chirur. 
gian* certain hove- of my recovery, but 'my wounds were fo great, thar Tony eime, and 
much 12 12nce were necet{1ry for my cure nor did they fail to labuur in' it with ſuch ex» 
traordinary care, tha: I coul 1 not then imagine any other thing, but that Theodates, 
having had ſome knowledge of my quality, was ſo induftrious to procure my health, out 
of hove ro ger a mighty ranſom for me. I wrong'd his vertue in that falſe opinion, and I 
have fince had very good reafon to know, that nothing but reer generoſity inſpired 
kim with all rhote tavourable inclinations to me. He had vifired me often during our 
march, and he ſaw me divers timesat that houſe of his, where he forgor'no kind of ci- 
vility or cood wave, 10 (weeren the diſcontent I might have cither for my wounds, or 
for my cartivity. I had learn'd hi- name and quality ,of them that waited upon me; and 
that knowleds vbliged me tro pay him what I thought dueto a Prince, to whom I was ſo 
highly indebred. He never had aked me any thing concernins my name or birth, and 
I jdy?d ir not convenient to diſcover that I i Darius his ſon, knowing what a mor- 
tal hatred the King of Scythi: bore our family;but one day when he was by my bed-..fide, 
he with a great deal of civility entreated me to te]! him ſomthing of then, affuring me, 
that Jetme diſguiſe it as much a*1 would, I conld not put him out of the orinion he had 
conceived of the greatne(* of my quality. I all my life had a great averſion againſt ly- 
ing, and belides, eſtceming Theodates extreamly, I defired to tell him truth without dif 
covering my {-1f ; and remembring the former names our family had born betore my 
Father attain'd the Crown, I am called Arlaces (faid I), my Fathers name was Codoman, 
and you we-e nut deceived, when you believed me to be ſomthing above the common 
rank of mzn; for indeed I am born a Prince, in one of thoſe Countrics that obey Da- 
ris, and | have the honour to appertain to him by ſome Alliances which are not very 
remote; 1 make this confeſſion to you, upon the knowledg I have of your virtue, and 
thounh cantiviry be hard ro Princes, I ſhall bear mine with patience, and not think my 
conditio; mitrable, becauſe I am fallen into the hands of fo generous a Princeas 
Theo4ater., When you are once in fuch an eltare (replied Theodates ) that you can 
make uſe of the «ſtecm I have of you, you will find I have no intentions you can complain 
of, nor ſhall the knowledg you give me of your quality, be any way to your difadvan- 
tage. Yet is it nec:ffary it ſhould be unknown to the Scyrhians, for if the King ſhould 
knew 1 had a priſoner cf ſuch importance,it would be hard for you to recover your liber- 
ty before the end of our wars. You may lye here concealed till you are well, and when 
you have recovered your health and ſtrength, I will certainly give you cauſe to continue 
your good opinion of me. We had ſome other diſcourſe upon this ſubjeR, and during 
all the time my wounds kept me in bed, I had a thouſand new occafions to acknowledg 
his civility, While 1 led that kind of life (very tedious to # perſon of my humour) [ 
made my thoughts to travel as far as Perſia, and I may truly proteſt to you, brother, 
that nothing in my captivity troubled me ſo much as our ſeparation, I was uncertain 
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whether you had eſcaped the Batte] in which tell, and into which Thad ſeen you ruſh 
headlong, with fo iiutle revard of danger, —_— thar appichcenſaon was the greatett 
ofiny diſcontents, Yer did I receive ſome coniylation, .in1 that among ſo many bodics 
as were {tripr, yours, whereot the whole Courf of $cyibz.2 had the Idea moſt preſcnr to 
* their memory,had not been found, which madgme hope with a/great deal of likelihood, 
that yoti were not {Jain in that days ſervice. Your conhideration alſo gave mea delire 
t142ke one lay among, the Scythians,though I had had liberty to return,and my dear 
Or »n:{tes was roo nigh in my efteem to leavahis Country without ſecing the King his 
Farhcr,andrhar Siſter, whoſs admirablc-beauty was ſggoudly fam'd, and whereof I had 
heerd 4rpes, an! may other perſons jn VAewhia, P ad with lomg-ot thole prailes 
whic +: reber duc, Theoariiiy with'd tor fume occaſhion,whercin | mightfrepay your houſe 
jame 1m3/; part of whar you keg done for ours, and the gods know I would have Pur- 
chaſctic wich ch! belt r part of my bload, In fine, not to huld you Ienger in this te. 
divw at of my wc, i recover 'd my heath, but I was not able to ſtir our of my cham- 
ber of ave thice months aftericus arrivall in Scytbia ; 1 aw my felt at liberty as focn 
as cur'd, there were no guards to hinder me from goin; away, and generous Theo. 
dates did not ſo much a« demand my promile for affurauce, 1 rather would have loſt 
my life, than abuſed that goodneſs, nor would I have taken ſo much liberty, @#to have 
walked imo the gaiyun, +t hb: had nocearneſtly intreated me himſelf, and if within a few 
days after, he had nor iv! me that 1 was a free man, and that if 1 had a mind to retire 
into my Country, hc would furniſh me with means to get out of Scythia, This great 
civility of Theo«ates, put mc into a confulion which I cannot repreſent, but I would 
by no means accept his offers, and Þ let him fee I knew too well how the rights of war 
engaved me toward: him, to make ſo ill an uſe of his noble favours ; I told him that 1 
knew the obligations I had co him were invaluable, but alſo thar with what wea!th the 
gods had 1:fr ro my difpoting, 1 had a life, which I held from none bat him, ad which | 
with a pert faticfaftion would beſtew on him that had fo generouſly preſerved jr. 
* Theodares judging by my diſcqurſc that I was not of an humour to continue engaged in 
ſo grear obligations, redoubled his afteAion to me, and rrotefted, that he never would 
reccive any thing but my friendſhip fer the price of my liberty,and of what he had cone 
to ſave my life. And I (reply'd 1) will never receive my liberty upon ſe:ch conditicir, 
and if it kc an oft-nice ro Prince Theod ates to offer him riches for a reward of his gencro» 
fity, he cannot at the lcaſt refuſe Arſaces himſelt, who gives himſelf abſolutely to him, 
ard who will not leave his preſerver, and his maſter. Our converſation ended with a 
great many embraces, and Theodates told me I ſhould oblige him infinicely, by the de- 
fire I had to make a longer ftay with him, and that he had already conceiv'd ſuch an af- 
_ feltion tewards me, as would not ſuffer him, to let me depart from him without diſcon- 
tent. H# promiſed me afterwards that he would carry me rc ſce the King, the Princeſs, 
and the whole Courtyin ſuch a way that I ſhould ren no haza"d of being krown, and that 
it my face were taken notice of, he would calzly make me paſs for a ttranger, whom de- 
fire of gory had broughc into thoſe places, where it was to be gerten ; and the ſame day 
aficr he had inſftrufted his people how they ſhould&gfave themſelves rowards me, and 
whart they ſhould anſwer if they were queltion'd above me, he crook m2 alcng wich him 
to Tſed:n , when we were a'one he uſed me asa Prigce, andas a man of quality equal 
to his own ; but before thoſe that miyheghlegve lon, he ar my requeſt, carried 
himſelf cowards me as an inferiour perſon, and one thar had dependence on him ; other- 
wiſe it would have been very hard for me tohave ftaid long, at Court without being ſuſ- 
vp The ſecond day after our arrival,, 1faw the King in the Temple, and though 
he was my Fathers encmy, and without deubt mine alſo, I'couſd not Icok upon the Fa- 
ther of Oroondates, withour ſume touches of affetion, His garbime-thought was ex- 
tream, warlike, and extream amorous both toguher ; and there was Arſacomes, and ma- 
ny: other Princes attending on him : bur the next day going with Theodates into a w 

where the Princeſs Ferenieaſed to walk every evening, I faw her, that admirable Lady, 
I faw her, and in thac 4 think I have ſaid all, fince to ſee her, and to loſe that liberty 
for her which | had folong canſerv'd, was but one and the ſame thing z neither indeed 
J8 Berenice's, beauty one of thoſe that ſtand in need of long time to make a conqueſt, for 
to 
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ones felt, and they amongſt you, - whoſe paſſion 'gives them advantageous 
thoſe they love, mult pardon me it I ſay, that all I had ſeen till then was but Lfvoured 
in my conceit, compar'd to Berenice, : Searce: had I caſt mine eyes upon her, but liwas; 
alrcady in a flame, and in ſhort, Brothey, riglonger time was requikte: for: Berenice to 
make her ſelt Miſtreſs of Artaxerxes his tear than according to your-report, Statins 
had to win the affetions of Oroondates, Thifgcſemblance of our Deftinics came pre- 
ſently into my mind, nay, and Ithink, that Wough itsaſliſtance was utterly unneceſa» 
ry, yet did it help coward my firſt Engagement : O gods ! how fatal was that moment 
to my repoſe ! how many ſufferings has it coſt me, but withall how happy was it'to me { 
fince in ſpite of all my pains, inſpite of all my loſſes, and in ſpite of all my misfortunes, 
it zath made me raſte a bliſs, the leaſt part whereot was wot to be purchaſed with all-my 
pains, loſſes, and mi-tortunes put together. The divine Berenice was alighted from her 
Chariot, to walk under the trees with Princeſs Theomiris her Couſin, and ſome other 
Ladies of her attendance, and though I only kept along with the Train at a good di- 
ance, I obſerv'd ſuch beaucies in her, as far ſurpaſſ:d my imagination. * You know this 
marvellous Princeſs ſo well already, that I ſhall not need to make any deſcription of her, 
and | will only tell you, that I fix'd my (elf fo deeply in that contemplation, that Iloft 
all knowledy of what I did, and in my walk I was guided meerly by the throng of Peo- 
ple that waited on the Princeſs, -O gods! (faid I to my (elf) 1s ir poſſible you ſhould 
have thus advantageouſly difplaid all your powers in one mortal beauty ? or rather, is it 
poſſible thac all your powers ſhould have been able to form ſo marvellous a workman- 
ſhip? Fly Artaxerxes (ſaid I within a little after) fly from (o fatal a fight, and ſuffer 
not thy ſeif to fa]l into a precipice, from whence thou never canſt be able taretire 7 this 
beauty 13 not deſtined unto men, nor can men without a crime raiſe their audacious 
thoughts unto it, I wasſo carried away in theſe diſcourſes, that I had hardly ſo much as 
a ſmall ghmpſc of knowledg remating, and I ſhould have continued long in that imi- 
ploymenit, i: the Princeſs had not given over walking, and if Theodates had not taken 
0 rt with him, afrer he with much ado had raiſed me out of the deep meditation 
wherein I was buried. Of all the reſt! of the day he could not draw a reafonable 
word from me, and when I was in my bed, I began a war with my own thoughts, 
of a quite different nature from all thoſe I had ever been in before that time. All Be- 
renice”s beauties came preſently into my remembrance, and with them all the ſweetneſs, 
and all rh2 advantages that might be found in the glory of ſerving her, but this know- 
ledg was quickly accom;”anied with that of the difficulties that were in that dehgn; 
and in that birth of my love, I maderefi-tions little different from thoſe you made in 
the beginnings of yours. *Tis true (aid I) that Berenice is the moſt accompliſhed ceea- 
ture of the world, and that all which men have ſeen till now, has nothing that in-'any 
degree come* near her admirable beaugtes : ſhe is but too fair, ſhe is but too perfe& : that. 
is not the thing that makes thee waver, O Artaxerxes, nor doſt thou at all doubt,whe= 
ther ſhe be worthy of thy love, and of that liberty, which hitherto, thou haſt preſery'd 
intire ; but ſhe is the King of Scythia's daughter, and thou art rhe ſon of :Dariz. i, 
ſaid a while upon this conſideration, but preſently after I paſſed over that farſt difficyls 
ty by your example. Was not S:arira ({&d 1) Darius his daughter, and wasnot Orapn- 
dates the King of Scythia's ſon? Haſt notithou a heart as well as he? And canſt,!nox 
thou attempr that for his fiſter, which he fo courageouſly hazarded for thine 2 Thou 
without doubt haſt facili:ic* in thy deſign, Which he found nor in his, his example may 
encourage thee, his proceeding may inftrutthee, and his affiltance may make thee the 
moſt fortunate above all men living, © He will not refuſe to give it thee, (dear brother; 
and I affure my ſelt he wi}! dothe ſame Offices for theeto his (iſter, which he receiv'd. 
thee to thine. The gods will mollifie our fathers hearts in time, and/inahe interim; 
wilt be too happy, and (oo contented in having a like. deſtiny ' with. thy Oroondates, 
But what doſt thou ay, (:cvly'd 1 preſently after to myſelf ) a like deſtiny? Orgazs 
dates poſſeſſes thy fifters aff<ftions already, and-perhaps his will never, approve of thine, 
 Thououghteſt not to. hope for the ſame ſuccels in thy-love,, whictsthy brothers achpfes> 
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© ſappert her very firſt looks witho jiclding, is wilfullyto hold out ina guilty; and it ' 
in unſecmly reſiſtance ; 1 ſaw her with arms againk which it was not poſſible ro defehd:; 
inions of 


ble qualities gave htm in his. He is the moſt deſerving of all the men in the whole world, 
and Stetira,withour being the moſt inſenfible of all women,could not have defended her 
(elf againſt him.Peradventure Berenice's inclinations may be different from thy fiſters,and 
ſhe with juftice will find out the odds there is between Artaxerxes, & Prince O ates, 
Beſides, Oroondates before he engag'd himſelf in that Enterpriſe, had already gain'd 
$1atira,and the whole houſe of Perſia, by obligations which gave him the confidence to 
attempt what he undertook ; but Artaxerxes has yet done nothing (fave aftions of an 
enemy) either for Berenice, or for the King of Scythia, Do ſomthing therefore 4x. 
taxerxes, that may render thee confiderable to King Matthews, and that may give thee 
ſomeradvantage in thy pretending to Berenice, If thou canſt not make thy ſelf fo re. 
markable as Oroondates did, at leaſt ſeek ſome occaſion to teſtifie that thou haſt nor the 
thoughts of an Enemy, and either periſh for them, or do them ſome ſervice that may 
thee a place in their eſteem. All things are favourable to thee, if thou knowelt 
owe thy fortune z and inthis glorious deſign which keeps thee in Scy1bia, Theo. 
dates his friendſhip will not be unprofitable to thee. I reaſon'd thus a long time, ſome» 
times flattering my (elf with hopes, and ſometimes affliting my ſelf with difhculties 
but in the end, I overcame them all to take my final reſolution. Why doſt thou ſtand 
wavering (purſued I) in a thing thou caft not poſlibly avoid? 'Tis a decree of the De. 
ſtinies, from which all the Conteftations in the world can never free thee, Deliberate 
no more whether thou ſhouldſt love Berenice ; but deliberate of the means thou ſhould(t 
uſe to make her ſuffer thy affe&tion. If it pleaſe the gods it may but one day be accept- 
able to her, all the moſt happy perſons that ever were, never knew felicity in any degree 
comparable unto thine ; and if thou dieſt in ſerving her, thy death will bea thouſand 
times more glorious than thy life. Here it was I fix'd, and no longer doubting whe- 
ther I ſhoulgs love or no, I thought only what courſe I ſhould take to make my ſelf be 
lov'd. Ireſolv'd to uſe Theodates his friend{hip for my ftay in Seythia, but I (erled a 
firm determination not to preſent my ſelf to the King, nor to the Princeſs his daughter, 
till had done ſome ation for their ſervice, which might introduce me handſomly into 
their knowledg. In the interim I often faw my adored Princeſs, but*twas in Temples, 
or in ſuch'places where ſhe could not take notice of my face, and every timel diſcover- 
&d new beauties in her, and felt inconceivable encreaſes in my paſſion. In ſhort (Bro- 


ther) I Jov'd her with all the violence that can be found in the ſtrongeſt affeftions, and + 


Tlov'd her with fo abſolute a reſpet, and fo perfe& a knowleds of her excellencics, 
that Inever cheriſh'd any bope of making my ſelf worthy to ſerve her. I learn'd with 
much diſcontent, that audacious Arſacomes had raiſed his thoughts toher, and that abi 
fing the Kings love to his ſiſter, he was ſo impudent as to own his tothe whole world, 
and to give the Princeſs publick demonſtration- of jt. The infolence ot that indiſcreer 
ſubjeQ&, animated me with a juſt wrath, and with a lawful indignation againſt him, and 
if I had been in a condirion to have ſhewn them, I ſhould not have ſuffered a preſumpti- 
on that diſpleaſed my Princeſs, That was it wherein 1 found ſome conſolation for Ino 
fooner knew that Arſacomes was in love with Berenice, but I heard that Berenice derclt- 
ed Arſacames. 1 ftaid ſome few moneths at Iſſedom on this maner, and in the end, the 
gods made me depart from thence upon thoſe occaſions I had fo ardently defir'd, and fo 
mnpatiently waited for. F 
Nomades and the Hyleans roſe up in arms, and making themſelves Maſters of 
all that Hes near the Lake of Buges, 'drew a potent army into the field, and began to 
make ſuch havock, that the noiſe of it came preſently tothe Kings ear, He was deſirous 
to apply ſome ſpeedy remedy to thoſe troubles, md ſetting an army on foot, worthily 
te choice of Theodates to command it.' T blefled that favourable occafion a thou- 
ſand times, ard prepared my ſelf with an incredible joy to march along with that gene- 
rous friend, upon an expedition, wherein I poffibly might find opportunity ro make 
my (elf appear with ſome reputation to the King of Scythia , _- perhaps ſome En- 
counter, wherein I might repay ſome part of what I ow'd to Theodares, I expreſſed to 
tim the contenement I receiv'd by that imployment, and told him the reſolution I had 
taker), either to loſe that life he had ſav'd, in fighting by his fide, or clſe to do ſomthing 
for kits ſervice, that might hinder him from repenting the affe&ion he had fo blindly gi- 
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yen me. [love you (anſwered Thecdates) with ſo perfe&t a knowledg of your merit, 
that I cannot be accuſed of blindneſs in my friendfhip; and in performing marvellous 
Exploits, you will do nothing beyond the opinion I have of you. Theodates accompa- 
nied theſe favourable words, with many obliging Endearments ; and we made ready 
for a departure, which by reaſon of the prefling neceſſity of affairs; was very fudden 
and precipitate. I in that ſeparation ſhould have felt all the diſcontents a cruelabſence 
can throw upon a perſon that moſt ardently loves, if I had not found my conſolation in 
the hope I had of ſome advantages that Voyage might procure me. We werit from I- 
ſedon, and took long marches toward the Enemies. Ar firſt I would by no means accept 
of any command, but contented my ſelf with fighting near Theodates his perfon; bur 
in the firſt battel that was given, I was ſo happy as to do him ſome ſervices,” which ob- 
lig'd him to beſtow imployments on me that were above the reach of my ca- 


city. 

F Ges his modeſty cauſed him to paG lightly over the occafions wherein he had 
made himſelf remarkable but Oroondates perceiv'd it, and being defirous to ſpare him 
the pains ofte]ling them ſome of thoſe things they had heard already from Berenice, 
Brother (faid he) we have learn'd part of thoſe gallant ations you did in that firſt Bat- 
tel ; we know you ſav'd Theodates his life two ſeveral times, and that ſeeing your ſqua- 
drons waver, you ſciz'd upon the formoſt Standard, reanimated your trighted Troops 
by your words, and by your Example, and by your only Valour turn'd the Viftory to 
your fide,which was already declaring ie ſelf for your Enemies. We know that after all 
theſe wonders, Theodates gave you the command of part of the Army, that with it you 
took places of great importance by Afault,and that with eight thouſand Horſe, you per- 
fſeted the defeat of the Rebels near the'Lake of Buges, with ſuch marvellous EffeRts 
of Valour, and good Condu, that the memory of 'them will never be 1M among the 
Scythians, You have been told a great deal more than what I did (reply'd Arſaces mo- 
deftly) and 'tis with much injuſtice they would rob Theodaxes of part of that glory, 
which was totally due to him; We have heard moreover, (continued Oroondates) how 
you were preſented to the King, by Theodates,the Reception you had from him,the be- 
ginnings of your favour, and of the Reputation you acquir*d among the Scythians, the 

efs of your credit with the King; your generous and affable carriage which gain'd 
you the heart of all the Court, the firlt diſcourſes you had with Berenice, and Strateni- 
ce's Marriage to the King; and in ſhort, the adventure which made my Siſter diſco. 
ver your paſſion for her. She was relating theſe paſſages to me when youcame into our 
Camp, and we were interrupted juſt as ſhe began to tell the converſation you had with 
her in an Arbour of the Garden, where by Cylienis's mediation, you obtain'd the audi- 
ence you had demanded. Theſe Princes'that hear you, learn'd them not from Berenice, 
but I made them the Recital yeſterday, and they know enough of all to eaſe you of a 
trouble, which in your preſent condition would be no ſmall one. 

Since you are ſo well inſtrufted in theſe particulars, (purſued Arſaces) I will not re- 
peat what you have heard already from my Princeſs ; but before I come to the place 
where her Narration was interrupted, We tell you ſome things in a few words, which at 
that time were not come unto her knowledge. She might be able to tell you the diſcour- 
ſes I had with her, but ſhe could not repreſent to you what I felt inwardly for her; and 
though in that I am more knowing than any other body, even I my ſelf ſhall find the 
expreſling of it to be a very difficult matter, After the time that 1 had thehononr to 
have accels to her, and that together with her outward beauties, 1 was permitted to con- 
template part of rhoſe which adorn'd her mind: when her tranſcendent virtue, her 
charming converſation, and her excellent goodneſ*, were as well known tojme as her 
face, of a paffionate man. that was before, I became an Idolater,and grew quite tranſ 
ported, having ſcarce power enough left me over my ſeHf, to keep that vioknt 
from breaking forth, which made it (elf miſtriſs of my ſoul with a moſt abſoJute Em- 

re, That perfe& knowledge 1 had of her admirable qualities, check'd my api 
Love, and I could not confider Berenice, in that ſublime degree of perfe&ion ro 
the gods had raiſed her, without remembring my ſelf tobe but a man, and therefore 
utterly unworthy to ſerve her, This reflexion cauſed difquiets in me, which often wy 
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obſerved in my faceand'thongh I was loaden with honours, and favour'd by the. King 
beyond my deſert, that inward diſcontent made me bur little ſenfible off any - ourward 
happineſs, and hindred me from taſting\thole advantages, which the moſt eminenc per. 
ons in allScythiz could not look upon without Envy. Jheodates his triendfhip toward 
me was ſoaugmented after thoſe light ſervices I had done him, that he:ſeem'd to live 
only for-my fake, and he took fo great an intereſt in thoſe favours I receiv'd from the 
King, that my fortune ſeem'd really to be his own ; and to ſay the truth, 1 made uſe of it 
as much as poſlibly I could to his advantage, and imploy'd a great part of the confi- 
dence the King had in me, to recommend the perſon of Theodates to.him ; but cheſe 
marks of my-affe&ion ſeem'd light to me, : in reſpett of what Low'd to his;and I believ'd 
that after the proofs he had given me of ir, not only might tell him who 1 was, but that 1 
could not without ingratitude conceal my felt from him any longer. Belides,jn the con- 
dition I then was,l ſtood inneed of a perſon to whom I might communicate my thoughts; 
and amoneſt all thoſe that were moſt diſereet, and moſt aftetionate to-me, 1 could not 
have choſen one more worthy than he of fo important a truſt, Theodates loves me too 
well (faid I) and Theodates is too generous to betray me ; and beſides the ſhame his 
treachery would be to him, he could reap no manner cf advantage by my deſtrugion, 
I ended theſe words with repentance for having, diſtruſted Theodates his virtue, and 
following the reſolution I had taken, one day when I had ſhut my ſeif with him into a 
Cloſet, 1 diſcovered my true quality to him, and the true cauſe of my abode in Seythia. 
I made him acquainted with my love as well as with my birth,and thew'd him how by 
that Declaration I put that life into his hands, over which he had a great deal of power 
before.I ſhould bave much ado to repretent the greatneſs of Theodates his aſtoniſhment; 
after this diſcovery, he had ſo good opinion of me, as not to doubr. the truth of my 
words; andborh my face and aftions, as he ſaid to flatter me,perſwaded him ſufficiently 
that my birth was higher than ordinary ; but he thought this adventure fo little com- 
mon, that upon the report of another body, hggpuld hardly have givay credit to it, 
Though he appear'd amazd, he appear'.! not chang'd, and he believ'd that by that 
teſtimony of my friend(hip, he was deeply oblig'd taperſevere in his. I oppoſed thoſe 
ſubmiſſions which that knowledg of my quality would have obblig'd him to render me; 
and after I had moſt exprefly intreated,him,tp.live in the ſame freedom with me as he 
was wont, he made ſuch proteſtations ro me, and promiſed me his affiſtance in my De- 
fign with ſo great affeQtion, that I did not think 1 had any reaſon to repent me of the 
confidence I had in him. From that time,forward-he comforted me in my diſcontents as 
much as poſſibly he could, ſought means to let me ſee my Princeſs often, and procured 
me that little Pi&ure which gave her the knowledg of my love. While I liv'd at 1/e- 
don, ina very languiſhing -manner, and that I.could not obtain permiſſion of my re- 
ſpe& to declare my paſſion, the Truce was propoſed,and concluded between the King of 
Scythia, and the King my Father, but the cauſe of it was ſad topoor Darius, and "'twas 
about that time we heard. that the Lieutenants were defeated at the paſſage of the Gra- 
nicus, that part of his Dominions had follow'd the fortune of conquering Alexander, 
and that afterward Darius himſclt had loſt the Bartel of Iſs, and with it a great many 
of his Provinces,and all his Family,who were taken Priſoners. You may eaſily judge,that 
(for all I was fo prepoſſefſed witha paſſion, which made me inſenſible of all things elſe) 
1 conld not receive this news without a moſt deep diſcontent, and a great deal of ſhame. 
It wrought a ſtrange alteration.in my hopes, nor had love ſo totally. ſciz*'d upon my 


heart, but that it had left ſome place in it forthe conſiderations of honour. What (faid ' 


T) ſhall 1 languiſh then art the, feet of a perſon, to whom my ſufferings are not ſo much as 
known? and ſhall | live in Scythia, as a man to whom the. misfortunes of Perſia were 
things indifferent, while Alexander lays: our Country deſolate, ufurps our Territories, 
and perſccutes our Houſe ? Ah Arſaces, Arſaces, remember that thou art till: Artaxer- 
xes ; caſt off this perſonage which love has diſguiſed thee with, to take up that again to 
which thin konour recalls thee ; and conſider that Berenice: her (e}f would not cftcem 
thee, if thoncouldſ linger opt thy life ſo. ſhamefully at. her, feet... Tne'r food waver- 


Ing about; what reſolution I ought to take, and how great violence ſoever my love made © 


me feel ar that ſeparation, to. which 1 was to diſpoſe my ſelf, the care of my Fenn, 
| | an 
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and the tender affetion 1. bore to my own blood, made me maſter of that paſſion which 
fought againit my duty wich itz utmoſt power. When once my honour is ſatisfied (faid 
T we'll ſufter love to work ; and I may better ſerve Beren:ce, when | ſkall have freed my 
{elf from a ſhame that would render me unworthy of her; when we have repell'd that 
Enemy, who equally deftroys my fathers Kingdoms, and my hopes, we'il return into 
$cythi2, and with a freer confidence demand that of Berenice,which we thould not dare 
to aſpire ro,being deprefled with infamy, This was my final determinaticn,& I imparted 
ic to Theodates, who was molt ſenfibly concern'd in my afflitions, and who reſoly'd 
to keep me company in that Voyage, and to follow my fortune over all the world, 
Though he comply*d exceedingly with my paſſion, he could not diſapprove my reſolu- 
tion ; and he contefſed that in the extremity our Houſe was reduc'd to, I could nor give 
my felfover to my love, wichout blaſting my memory torever with an irreparable want 
of ſpirit. My departure therefore was concluded in (pite of all the oppottions of my 
love; but yer I was nota little troubled ta leave Scythia, without giving my Princeſs 
ſome knowleds of. it, 1 contriv'd feveral ways in my imagination,but my fortune took 
care of it, and *twas about that time my lutle Picture ſpouke for me, and diſcover'd that 
unto my P rinceſs, which my reſpc& had forc'd me to conceal. 1] am not able to deſcribe 
at length, with what a grict | was afflited, whenlI receiv'd the ſentence of my con» 
demnation by the mouth of Cyllenta ; notwithſtanding the aſtoniſhment that appeared 
in my face. 1 di4 not think it very ftrange, and I had ever believ'd rhat the Princeſs 
would not wichout Gifpleafure receive a declaration of love from a man unknown as 
Arſacer, who vated inthe Court of Sczthia but for a private perſon; but I was cx» 
tremely gricv'd lhadoftendsd ber by my preſumption, and f 2 at my derarture [ 
fhould carry away wirk me che ſorrow of having incurr'd her anger. I had a detire the 
ſhould be'ieve 1 knew Byrenice's merit too well, to permit her to be ſerv'd by aman of 
obſcure birth z ar:d 1 juilg'd that peradventure fie would find lefs ground of offence in 
the pation of che Prince of Perſi.z, than in that of an unknown Arſaces z this was the 
reaſon that made m2 demand that audience by Cyleniz, which 1 had fo much ado to obe 
tain, an wich I cover'd with other pretences, than thoſe of my love, knowing very 
well, that without entertaining the Princeſs with it, | by the- diſcourſe I had to make, 
might {or ont part of the injury I had done her. Vil not ſpeak a word to her of my love 
({aic{ 1 to my (elt) nor is it neceffary, fince ſhe is well enough inſtrufted in that already ; 
that perhaps I may get her to approve it, by the example, and by the remembrance of 
Oroond tes ; and when 1 ſhall joyn the intercefhion of chat Friend to the knowledge of 
my quality, 1 may perchance ſeem lefs fauiry in my Princeſſes opinion, * Twas upon this 
hope I preſſed the demand I had made unto Cylenia, and when | had obtain'd the fa- 
vour | deſir*d, ] came intothe Garden,after 1 had premeditated what I would (ay, and 
how 1 would bchave my ſelf. Hzre Arſaces making a lixtle pauſe, Orvondates told him 
where his fiſters recital had been interrupted, and then Arſaces went on with it on this 
manner. Since my Princeſs has told you the firſt words of our converſation, it will ſuf- 
fice me to let you know the reſt : After that by her command [ was riſen from my knee, 
I axt my Eyes upon her face ; and though ſhe out of reſentmene turn'd away hers from 
me, | forbore not to ſpeak to her in theſe terme, 
| hould not have deferr'd to obey you, Madam,but ſhould have left a Countrey, in. 
which you no longer behold me but with indignation, if I could have done it without + 
deceiving a perſon, who heretofore was worthy of your friendſhip, and who honour'd 
me particularly with his; I have taken the charge upon me, to let you know what is be- 
come of him, and to draw you by the relaticn of his Adventures, our of a great many 
diſcontent, wherein the ignorance of them may have retain'd you, But before I tell 
you the name of that illuſtrious perſon,be pleaſed Madam,to behold a pledge he gave me 
of his friendſhip, and perhaps the fight of it will prepare you to lend more credit to my 
diſcourſe, At theſe words, Brother, I ſhew'd her a Ring which you had beſtowed upon 
me & which you had reccived from her ſelf.It was a ſtone of very great price,and luſtre, 
ur on which two hearts were ingraven, tied together many ſeveral ways with certain 
bands, and in the Greck Tongue this word, Inſeparable. The Princeſs ſtruggled with 
her anger, to caſt her Eyes upon that Ring ; and ſhe no ſooner ſaw it, but ſhe knew it 
Im 
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nvacciately Ah! Arſace: (ſaid ſhe) this Ring was the Prince my Brother's. Yes, Ma- 
dam, (rer'y*) 1) and *twas from him that I receiv'd jt. O gods ? (cried the Princeſs) in 
what pa:t of the world was it you knew him ? and what news do you bring me of im ? 
I can give ycua very particular account (furſued 1) if you willallow mea favourable 
hearing ; I ſhall hearken diligently ro you without doubr (ſaid Bercnice)and you camot 
ingage my attention by a more pleafing Entertainment,nor by any wherein I can have a 
greater intereſt, O my deareſt Brother ! (continued ſhe with a tranſport of affeRion) 
whar Province can retain you now, and hew great is your inhumanity in abſenting your 
ſelf fo lor from thuſe, ro whom your abſence is a death ! Afﬀeer this ſhort Exclamation 
ſhe diſpoſed her felf to h-ar we, and rofarisfic her ExpeRation, 1 began thus ; Before 1 
tell you, Madzmn, in what place i had the honour to be known to Prince Oroondates, 
you wiil give mz leave (omitting what concerns my ſelf till the end of my narraticn) to 
entertain you with hjs moſt important Adventures, and to make you acquainted with 
paſſages,whoſe reciral without doubt will not be unpleafing to you. Then I began to re. 
late your firſt Encounter with the Queens, and Princefles of Perſia, in that Tent where 
you fav'd them from the violence of the Scythians , I told her the birth of your affe&i. 
on ; the Encounter you had with Prince Artaxerxes in the fame occafion, your gene. 
rous ulage of him, and the difcourſe that paſſed between you, your parting; and your 
articolar thovehes, till you diſ-incamped,and re-paſſed the Araxis. Having inftrufted 
bs in the cauſe of your departure, which till then ſhe had been ignorant of, I related 
your Voyage into Per fa, your gallant entry into the Court; how you made your ſelf re. 
markable inthe courfes, by difmounting ſo many of the moſt noted Perſians, and how 
under the name of Orontes, you were known again by all Dariws his family for their 
valiant Deliverer ; butTinlarg'd my ſelf more particularly than in all the reft, upon the 
paſſage- between you and Prince Ariaxerxes ; and defiring to work ſome efteem, and 
ſome ati<Aion in Berenice, toward that Prince, I forgot modeſty to ſpeak things to his 
advantage, the reciral whereof would have been very unſeemly in m mouth, if love had 
not excuſed me, | heiphther'd the proofs he gave you of his friendſhip in terms that 
might make him far more amiable then he is, and which cauſed the Princeſs to interrupt 
me,ſaying, What, Arſacer,was he whom you preſcribe to be fo obliging,and fo perfeR a 
friend to my brother, the ſame Prince that was fain in the barrel of Selena ? Even he 
himſel: (replied 1) but make no reckoning of theſe his firſt ations, fince in his laſt, you 
without doubt will have more cauſe to think well of him,or at leaſt to abate part ofthat 
hatrcd you bear his family. Ah! (faid the Princeſs)how much am 1 afi:&ed for him,and 
how much you would have oblig*d me, Arſaces, if yuu had ſpared me the grief I feel 
for his untimely death ! After theſe words, I proſecuted my Narration,but I did ſo exag- 
gerate the affe&ion wherewith Artaxerxes received the diſcovery of Orontes to be 
Oroondatss,the paſſion wherewith he ſollicited his fiſter in thi: behalf,the care he took to 
favour him in his love all manner of way:, and in ſhort, the laſt proofs he gave him of 
his affe&tion, as well in conteſting with him about chufing fides, as in what he did, and 
(affer*d for hi: conſideration at the Batte], that when I came to make the Relation of his 
Death, the Princeſs prepoſſcfſed with the impreflions 1 had given her, cculd not forbear 
to ſhew how ſenſible ſhe was of ir, and looking upon me with Eyes all drown'd in 
tears, which a generous compaſſion made her ſhed ; Ah! Arſaces, (faid ſhe) how cruel 
you are in having given me ſo great an affe&ion for a Prince whom you meant to kill! 
I would it pleaſed the gods he were alive, and that Oroondates by a good part of his 
Pominions, and even by a good part of my blood, were able to requite his obligations 
tohim. He wasrefolv'd, Madam, (replied I coldly) to give him a more glorious recom- 
- pence, and if you will give me leave, 1'l] tell you, Madam, *twas by the gloryofſerving 
the Princeſs Berenice, he intended torepay Artaxerxes for the good offices he hath done 
him to Statire, "Twas Artaxerxcs, Madam,whom Orcondates had deftin'd for youzand 
if that poor Prince had been ſo happy te make himſelf worthy of you, *twas by the hope 
of that double Alliance, he aim'd toſettle peace between your fathers. How often did 
that Prince (flatter'd by the hopes he gave him, and in love with you already by the de- 
ſcription Araxes made) preſs Oroondates, to ſeek ſome way with him for the attaining 


of that happineſs he had propounded ; and would have reſolv*d to come diſguiſed into 
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Country, if he could have forſaken Oroondates in affairs wherein he believ'd him- 
ſelf neceflary to him, Oroondates is now with Dariws, belov'd of his Princeſs, and in a 
condition which would not be miſerable,” it he were not mortally afli&ed for the loſs of 
his dear friend and brother, He was lain, poor Prince, but his fate is too happy, and too 
glorious, fince the recital of his death has drawn tears from your fair eyes, in ſpite of 
the hatred between your families; he was ſlain, becauſe the gods knew that perhaps he 
was not worthy to live for you ; and that you would have condemn'd both the intention 
of the Prince your brother, and the preſumprion of Artaxerxes, His eſtate is a thouſand 
times more fortunate by being dead in fuch a condition as mak-s you toeſteem his me- 
mory, and to beſtow thoſe tears out of your compaſlion for his loſs, than if he had died 
guilry in your opinion, or if he kad died for the expiarion of ſuch a fault as that of Ar- 
faces, Let's not talk of the fault of Arſaces (faid the Princes interrupting me) it has no- 
thing to do with the fortune of Artaxerzes : for if that lovely Prince had had thoſe 
thoughts for me which my brother would have,infuſed into him, he had been guilty 
ofno other fault, but of having had too great a compliance for a friend, and of having 
blindly given his affe&ions to a Princeſs that had not deſerv'd them. 1fI believ'd, Ma- 
dam, (replied I, very glad to ſee her brought to the point I delir'd) that you really had 
thoſe inclinations towards Artaxerxes which you expreſs, without doubt i ſhould ceom- 
forr the trouble his deach hath cauſed in you, and ſhould make his deſtiny fo fortunate, 
that the moſt happy perſons in the world ſhould have reaſon toenvy it. What conſola- 
tion can you give ({aid the Princes) for loffes that are irreparable ? and if you ſhould tell 
me that my brothers fortune is at the higheſt point he ever could have hoped, what will 
that alter this poor Princes condition ? fince in fine he is dead, and that our wiſhes cannot 
call him back into the world again. Art theſe words I took courage, and raifing the tone 
of my voice which my ' paſſion did extreamly animate ; Burt if Artaxerxes ſhould be 
alive (aid I), if he ſhould be in Scythia, if he ſhould have ſeen you, if he ſhould have 
adored you, and did adore you ſtill with paſſions a thouſand times more violent than 
thoſe the Princes your brother indeavoured ro inſpire him with; to what puniſhment 
would you condernn his preſumption ? Beremee, aſtoniſh'd at this diſcourſe, fooked upon 
me without beins able to reply ; bur I had not the power to conceal my ſelf any longer, 
and raking my time to fall at her feet while ſhe was in that troub'e, Bzhold him, Madam, 
(continued I) behold him, that happy, and rhat miſerable Prince, whoſe death has 
touch'd you, and whoſe lite has diſplcaſed you ; either ceaſe to hate Arſaces,or elſe ceaſe 
to love Art-xerxes ; the ons cannot be innocent; (o long as the other is guilty ; and ſure 
the gods did not fave an innocent Artaxerxes, to make of him a guilty Arſaces, If 
Arſaces his paſſion has offended you, that of Artaxerxes is ſupported with the friend- 
ſhip, with the affiſtance, and- with the inſfirations of Orondater ; repay me ſome part 
of what I did for him, and fince the gods will nor Tet me call him now to my relief, ſuf= 
fer me to make uſe of your friendſhip to him, -andof hi- ro me, toobrain your pardon 
for the offence 1 have committed. 1 am criminal, fince I have difpleaſed you, bur my 
crime is exciſable by the cauſe of it, nor havel any thing confiderable in me, whereby I 
can merit of you in the leaſt degree except my crime; it you look upon me as Darins 
his ſon, rememþer that Oro-m42te4 was the ing of Seythia's ; and moreover remember, 
that if I be the ſon of Darize, 1 for your ſake abandon Darius, I abandon my deſolate 
Country, my captive Parents, nay, and I abandon even my honour it ſelf, Be not more 
obdurate in your hatred than Statira, and if to no your inclinaticn*, Artaxerxes 
be not ſoworthy'to be lov'd as Oroondates, let that defe&t be ſnpply'd by the greatneſs 
of his paſſion. I brought fo: th theſe words without having the boldneſs to life up my 
Eyes unto my Princeſſes face, but when I had ended them, I took that liberty; and ſaw 
fixt upon the ground, wich all the ſymptoms of the greateſt aſtoniſhment a mind 
can poſſibly fall into. I waited in vain for an anſwer from her, cf a long time ſhe was 
notable to give me one, and when I had remain'd filent a great while expeRting it, 1 
fee, Madam, (purſaed I of a ſudden) that my temerity will have the ſucceſsI ever look'd 
for from it, and that Artaxerxes had done well todie as Arſacer, fince the knowledg of 
his erue quality, isnot any way able to lefſen his fault. No, Madam, it is not juſt that the 
King of Perfia's ſon, who has yet done nothing + - Princeſs Berenice, that can make 
Bbb her 
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her loſe the inveteratencſs of paternal hatred, ſhould hope for any mercy from her , and 
if Oroondates had better fortune in his affe&ion-to my fiſter, he was worthy of ir, both 
in regacd of his ſervices, and of the merit of his perſon. I will no more alledpe his 
example to eſtabliſh mine, but will only make uſe of his friendſhip to me, to obtain 
your pardon for my offence. 1 for the expiation of ic, will, if you think fir, goand expoſe 
the ſon of the King of Scythia's enemy, to his reſentment, and by his order, I joytully 
will loſe a life, which the gods have miraculouſly prolong'd, only to make me ſpend 
the remainder of it ſo glorioully for your ſatisfaftion; if you diſapprove this kind of 
puniſhment; my hand ſhall execute your will without repugnance ; and if ſuch objefts 
are not pleaſing to you, I'll go and ſeek your reparation, and that I ow to mine own ho- 


> pour, in falin,; by the word of conquering Alexander. Do but ler me part from you, 


Madam, with ſome tokens of compalſion, and if you think compaſſion too advantage- 
ous for me, lec me part from you, at leaſt with this conſolation, that 'tis rather the War 
berween our fathers, than the knowledg of Artaxerxes his paſſion, that makes you hate 
him. During this ſecond diſcourſe, the Princeſs had time to ſettle her ſelf again, yet not 
ſo perfe&ly, but that in her face one might Kill ſee all marks of a ſtrong amazement. At 
laſt ſheraiſed her eyes from off che earch, where ſhe long had kept them fixt, and turn- 
ing them upon me with a very baſhful a&ion, but ſuch an one as ſhew'd not (o much 
anger as confution, O Artaxerxes, (aid ſhe)to what extremity do you reduce me ? 
and how will you have me to explain my ſelf inthe aſtoniſhment you have put me in ? 
Which way can a Princeſs of my condition receive declarations of love, without her fa- 
thers approbation? Which way can I receive the ſon of Darizs, whoſe name is ſo vdi- 
ous to my family? but alſo, what do I not ow to your birth, and to the qualities of your 
perſon, what do I nut ow to your affe&tion, whereof you give me ſuch dangerous prooks, 
and what dol not ow to the remembrance of all you did for Oroondares ? She made a 
ſtop at theſe words, as extroamly penſive, and unreſoly'd, and the joy 1 felt in ſeeing her 
fo ſhaken, held mc in a filence as great as hers. I with moſt paſſionate motions obſerv'd 
the alterations of her countenance, which by little and little more gentle, in the 
end, letting her (clt fink upon Cyllexia's ſhoulder, O gods ! (cried ſhe) how hard it is 
to reſiſt ſo many powers, and how little is Berenice capable of ingratitude1 Me-thinks 
(continued (he, having pauſed a while) this confeſſion ſhould be enough to fatisfic you, 
and that aſſuring you, I will confider as I ought the merit of your perſon, and that of 
your aff:&ion, rogether with that of your high friendſhip toward my , brother, you 
ſhould have nothing more to deſire of me. No, (replied I, quite tranſported with joy) 
no, thonsh 1 were the greateſt among all thegods ; and my fortune, by a prodigious 
effet of your goodnefls, i: far above all the hopes I had conceiv'd. Riſe, Sir,l beſeech you 
(added the Princeſs)and pardon ———_— thoſe faults it has made us to commit 
again? you, I was ſo firmly link'd unto her knees, that I was fain to be commanded ma- 
ny times before I could reſolve to yicld obedience ; at laſt | was conftrain'd, and by the 
ſame power I was forced to fit down by her,to relate which way my life was ſav'd at the 
battel of Selenz, and to tell her thoſe of my adventures that were unknown to her. I 
abey'd her with a fatisfaftion can hardly be imagin'd, and fill'd my difcourſe with fo 
many marks, and ſo many circumſtances of my paſſion, that before I ended it, I found . 
my Princeſs was not utterly infenfible. Her inclinations naturally are mild, and piti- 
ful, and without doubt *rwas pity, and her friend(hip to the Prince her brother, that in» 
troduced an aff:&ion into her heart, which was not due to the merit -of Artaxerxes. 
It was to that alone (interrupted Oroondates).that Berenice gave what will never be rc- 
fuſed you by any body, nor could ſhe, I will not ſay without ingratitude, and inſenfivili- 
ty, but even without ſtupidity, defend her ſelf againſt ſo many admirable qualities; ſhe 
lov'd you before as Arſaces ; but her ignorance of your condition made her conceal 
from one unknown, what the avow'd with honour to the greateſt Prince in all the world, 
This is not the diſcourſe | expe&ted from my dear brother, (replied Arſaces, out of coun- 
tenance at Oyoondates his words) but all things muſt be ſuffered from his friendſhip, and1 
may truly proteſt to him,that I ſhould make lefs account of the title of the greateſt Prince 
in the world, than of that of Orvon4ates his friend, The company oppoſed the Anſwer 
Or»-mdates would have recurn'd to theſe words, and Arſuces went on thus with his ga 
ration. I wil 
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1 will not repeat all the paſſages of our converſation, and it (hall ſuffice me to tell 
you, that before we parted, my fair Princeſs made me know that my pallion had not of- 
taded her, and permitted me to -—y ſhe would not be inſcnfible of it, I went away 
with raptures of contentment, which cannot be comprehended but by thoſe that have 
felt the like;and my diſquiets for the miſeries of our houſe were ſo ſwallow'd up by ſuch 
an extraordinary happineſs, that I had ſcarce ſo much as a remembrance of x lefr. 
As ſoon as I ſaw Theodates, I made him acquainted with my fortune, and he was touch'd 
wich it in ſuch manner, that he could hardly have appear'd more Joyful at what had 
moſt nearly concern'd his own. He ftre ed me in my hopes by diſcourſes upon 
that ſubjeR, and in conclufion he pleafingly perſwaded me, that by my Princefſe's good- 
nc{s, and your affiſtance, my fortune mighe become like yours, though our perſons were 
very different. © gods!, with what contenement did [ cheriſh thoſe feet hopes, and 
hat thanks did I not return tomy wounds,and to my captivity ! Ah liberty ofortouſly 
ioft ! 26 1) Ah blood of Artaxerxes moft fortunately ſpilr, how ſhall I grudge your 
Joſs, fince it had brought me fo great advantages! O Empires of Darizs, how little 
conſiderable is the poſefſion of you, in reſpe& of the poſſciſion of my Princefs, and 
how light is the glory ef commanding Nations, in reſpeRt of the glory of —_— Bee 
revice!, 1 (poke theſe words, and many others, being tranſported with a j ich was 
cbſerv'd in me by my friends, and they who a few days before had ſeen nie with a lan- 
guifhing dejettcd face, wonder'd to find fo great, fo ſudden an alteration. The hex. 
time that I ſaw my Princeſs, ſhe appear'd our of countenance for the favour ſhe had 
granted me ; ye did the not expreſs that ſhe intended to repent her ſelf, but by moſt 
charming confirmations, ſecled me in the hope of ay felicicy, and promiſed me in the 
preſence of Cyllenia, that none of thoſe that pretended to her affeRion, ſhould ever ob- 
rain any thing to my prejudice, and that ſhe would contribute towards my happineſs, 
whatſoever 1 could hope for from a virtuous Princcfi. 1 defir'd no more, and well might 
fay, Ithen had been ina condition, that deſerv'd the envy of the mott fortunate per- 
ſons, if wy Felicity had not been troubled by the (ad thoughts of the miſery of my 
Country, and by the fear of thoſe reproaches] might apprqbend. Thy father (ſaid Ito 
my {e1f) has already loſt two battels, the better part of bis minicns is in the power of 
his enemy, thy mother and thy faſters are Caprives to a young Conqueror, who carries 
them ſhamefully along in triamph, #and perhaps thou arr upon the very point of loſing 
the greateſt Empire of the world ; and canſt thou lie buricd here in love, and canſt thou 
have other thoughts than thoſe of ſerving thy father, in this wretched condition to 
which fortunc has reduc'd him, of delivering F & ſo near friends from flavery, of faving, 
thy Country, and of ſaving thy. reputation } Bus (fi m preſently after) can 1 
be able to leave Berenice in the beginning of my happingls, and of my gallant bopes ? 
and can I quit a fortune, which perhaps my abſence mayimake me loſe for ever > *Tis 
no matter (added I,afham'd of that laſt reficAion) let e our reputation, though 
With the loſs of all the reſt , we would prefer Berenice the conſervation of our 
Dominions, before the love we bear our friends ; but we muſt prefer our honour before 
Berenice, or rather we will preſerve our kenour, that we may notÞeunworthy of Bere+ 
21%, ' This indeed was my reſolution, but I' could not bring my (elf to ic without moſt 
violent conflits. My Princeſs, who knew the Eftate of Perſia, and that of our Family, 
did out of her goodneſs ſuffer wich me in my affliftion, and took an intereſt in our mitſ- 
fortunes, with inclinations very different from choſe of the King her father, and of all 
the reſt of Scythis. She judg'd very well that I could not tay in Scythia, without ſhamic, 
and though (he then cxpreſt that my abode there wasnor unpleaing ro;her, and my de- 
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parture not indifferent z yet was ſhe too full of reaſon to appaſe a determination, which 
lo preſling a neceſfiry made me take, . or to defire from my affeRion, which 
might redound to.my cienepy: After that | had her conſcat for my departure,and that 
by. the affiftance of Theodater, I had taken ugh order as was neeeflary about it, Irepre- 
ſexted: to the King, the necellicy that pull'd me. from. his ſervice for $M ce and 
beggd leave of him co ſpend a few _monthis in viſiting my, Country, in thoſe miſerics 
"bu as Os with trouble, and ng 

the difficulcics he made 1 groveing me the liberty I demanded ; h 
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crewith it was g -; The King gave carunco-my 
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his affeRion to me 
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did all he pofibly could to ſtay me, offered me the moſt important Offices of the State, 
and promiſed to exalt me to ſuch a height,that my condition ſhould be look'd upon with 
envy by the chicſeſt perſons of the Kingdom ; but thefe confiderations were too weak 
tc hold me, ſince'that of Berenice hatl not been ftrong enough. Sir (ſaid I) the leaft I 
owe unto my miſerable Country,is to viſat it in its extream calatnitics, Ihave friends and 
kindred there, to whom Tam bound in duty to lend my affiftance, ant I here am uſele 
for your Majeſti-s ſervice z 1 would not leave you, if there were any occaſion to imploy 
me in it, and Vil come back again before this year be ar an end,if death or impriſonment 
detain me not, I uſed many other Reafons, which at laſt won bis conſent unto my Jour= 
ney, afrer he had made me reiterate my promiſe of returning as ſoon as poſſibly I could. 
When I had obtain'd his ifion, and that 1 had taken my leave of a great many 
friends, whom my good fortune had gained me, in the Court of Scytbia, I paid my re« 
ſpe: unto my Princeſs, Only Theodates and Cyllenia were admitted unto our enter« 
tainment, and we wanted no pretences to cover that ſecret converſation. O gods ! 
how were my, forrows ſweetned, when I ſaw tears inthe eyes of my fair Princeſs, and 
how great confolation did Ireccive from her charming words, which affur'd me that 1 
was not indifferent to her, and that was not afflited alone for our ſeparations ! I de- 
part ery) Madam (aid Ito her) becauſe my cruet deſtiny ordains ito, and that 
you would have a juſt occafion.to repent the favour you have ſhewn me, If I could in- 
dure to live with infamy ;” but"this hard neceffity, which drags my body out of Scythia, 
cannot pull away my heart from therice ſo much as for a moment, and in the remoteft 
places of all Perſia, Arſacts can never be far from you. I go full of reſentment againſt 
the Ulſurper of our Domintons, the 'Murtherer of our ſubjefts, and the perſecutor of 
our Family : butTam more incenſed againſt the enemy of my repoſe, and againſt the 
enemy that ſeparates me from my Princeſs , this effe& of his hatred is more bitter to me 
than all the reſt, and arms me againſt him with a more. lawful anger ; if it pleaſe the 
gods I fall under his viftorions arms, I ſhall at leaft have this glory before my death, 
that I was owned by Berenice , and if they ſuffer me to return hither a Conquerour, or 
diveſted of Empire, I'll bring back the remnant of my life, be it what it may, and lay it 
at her feet, as a tribute due to her alone ; each moment of this cruel abſence will be an 
age to me, and an age” of moſt rigorous torments ; but if you beſtow any of then 
upon the remembrance of Arſaces, his' forrows, which might bring him to his grave, 
will loſe part of their force, and that knowledg will comfort me in my diſafters with a 
moſt powerful conſolation. 1 ſhall receiye ho ſmall one by the fight of my dear brother, 
and if the gods be pleaſed that I yet may+find him with Darize, the miſerics of my 
condition will be abated,and'l ſhall give him an account of your friendſhip toward him, 
and of what you have done for me, but of his confideration, Then if the Heavens 
permic, we'] return cope $cythia, and I by his 'interceffion'will beg che conti» 
nuance of this feliciry, whictymine cnenfffes have interrupted. In the mean time, O-moſt 


lovely Princeſs, give me but araffurancefrom your fair mouth,” whereby I may pretend 
fo the glory of your remembrance, and hope by your command, that this tyrannous ab- 
1+ c 2 f 


fo ough it baniſh mt but of Scythis, "banifhes menot out of your memory. I will 
remember y6u for ever, (faid the Princeſs,” wiping away ſome obliging tears) and what 
diſtance ſoever ſeparates us, you ſhall never be abfent from Berenjces mind ; Idea's that 
are not eafily ſerled in it, are not cafily to be blotted our of it; and in ſhort, you are 
too confiderable to meal! matiner of way$; to fear that I can forget you, fo long as you 
remember tie. Go Arſacer,finde whether you will or no; there is a neceffity of itzvo where 
youare call'd by Reaſons which I cannot'oppoſe ;'but how great ſoever your reſentment 
1s againſt Alexnder, forget not that] defire your return; tharT enjoyn # you by all the 
power you have given me over you, and mes +7 cannot*thruſt your ſelf into unneceſſary 
dangers, without putting - ſelf in hazatd of diſobeytjig me, of difpleafing me, and 
Cince in ſpit 5 odelty "miſt confeſs it to: you) of T9 me extreatnly unfortunate. 
O Arſaces) (cid DO Artazerxer ! bow happy is thy fate, and how'few encmics will 
there be.char Gan oppole thy retirn, 'while thou art ariimarcd by theſe glorious hopes ! 
Wel, Madim, (continued F, kneeling down before her,/and 1 one of her fair hands, 
upon which by the indulgence ſhe had toyyard rme in that"occafion, I held my lips faff . 
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eimented a good while) fince you do me favours which are above the lawful hope of all 
men livins, I ſhould be much tuo blame if I could defire more, and if I could fear that 
the perſecutiuns of Arſacomes, and the credit of Straronice, could ſhake the courage of 
my Princeſs. Her promifes put me into ſecurity,and *tis to her goodneſs that I abandon 
a life, which ſhall never depend but upon her alone, I faid many other thirgs which 
time has raced out of my memory, and after I had receiv'd all the modeſt teſtimonies of 
affejon I could demand, 1 took my leave, yet not with ſo much conſtancy, but that my 
erief broke forth intoſeveral Aﬀions, which upon anather occation, and for another 
ſubje& than Berenice, would have paſſed for very great weaknefſes. This conſolation I 
had, that my Princeſs did not appear infentible, and that ſhe accornpanicd the ſorrow 
that tranſported me, with many tears, and many figns of her compaſſion. I parted 
from her on this manner, and being retired with Theod-tes,I ptepar'd my (elf to go from 
Iſſeden the next morning by break of day, Generous Thodates, whoſe virtue truly 
js one of the higheſt, and moſt conſiderable of this Age, perſiſted in the defign of ac- 
companying me in my Voyage, but I would not conſent to it ; and knowing how uſeful 
he might be to me by being near Bererice, during my abſence, 1 pra *'d him to continue 
In the Court : He was the cnly man to whom I was known in ondis, the only man 
that knew the love I bere the Princeſs, the only man whom Berenice could truſt, and 
the only man by whoſe means I could hear frem her, Theſe Reaſons which 1 repreſert- 
ed to him, «blig*d him to ftay behind, knowing he might do tne a great deal moreſer- 
vice there than by going wirh me. Yet would he not leave me tilt was come to the Ha- 
ven of Hypolern, where I intended to imbarque upon the 'Euxine Sea, to enter into 
Perfa by the way of Byzantium. We departcd therefore from Iſeden,taking our way; 
toward thoſe Provinces cf Scythia which are waſh'd by the Boriſthenes, and after many 
days journeys, without any conſiderable Encounter, we arriv'd at the Haven,where we 
were to part, We could not do it withont many tears on both fides ; and 1 was fo ſenfi- 
ble of the ob'igariuns I had rothat noble Prince, that Fcould not leave him without an 
exceſbve trouble Dear Theodates (ſaid 1) your Prifoner is going away upon his Parole; 
but he will rerurn if the gods permit, and for his Ranſom will offer you all the Domi- 
nions of the King his Father , and this life which you fo generouſly bave acquired to 
your ſelf, Sir (replied Theodstes) I value not Empires in refpeR of the frixndſhip where- 
with you honuur me, and whereof you have given me ſuch real proofs by mine own ſafe- 
ty ; and what command ſoever you ſhould Tay upon me,' I could never be able to leave 
you, if I were not uſeful to your ſervice in this Countrey, Theſe words were mutual! 


- accompanied with Endearments, which a- laſt our parting forc'd us to break off, I too 


but a very (mall train along with me, compoſed of ſich ſervants as Thad receiv'd from 
Theodates, who had made tryal of their fidelity, and believ'd thag1 might fafely truſt 
them, 1 imbarqued aboard a Veſſel which had been gor ready by Theogates his orders, 
and which was to tnake the ſhorteſt and ſecureſt cut into Afia. Having hoiſed ail, we 
n our Voyage very quietly; the ſea had never been more, calm than at that time, 
but my ttiind was far from injoying ſuch tranguillity, and our ſhip was much lefs toſſed 
with waves, than my heart was by my reſtic{s, cruel thoughts ; the abſence of Berenice 
and the deſolation of our family, came bothat once into my mind, yet neither could 
find a room there, without giving me equal matter of afflition. Alas, (id I) per» 
hapsat this very moment, Berenice, by the cruel command of the King her father, is 
compell'd to receive the affe&ion of Arſacomes z, Alas, Condaued 1 perhaps. this v 
day Dariw fights his lateft Battel, and with it loſes the remainder of his Daminions. 
gods, (cried I) muſt I leave Berenice, and abandon her tg. the, mercy of the Enemies 
of our Houſe, and of my particular Enemies? O gods, (faid again) miſt Dorixs fall, 
with all that belong to him, without receiving aſſiſtance from his own fon ? I ſpent ſome 
days in this agitation of my thoughts ; but ,in the end T was withdrawn from it by a 
cruel Encounter which hindred che effet of all my reſolutions, and cauſed:-part of that 
ſhame, which 1 am not able to blot out. 'T'was very unadviſedly done of us to go by the 
way of Byzantinm, and we were not inform'd that the Byzantians with the Governour 
Zopirio, and they of Pontus with their Governour Arimba,, had of late begun to make 
fions at ſea, and to uſe the Scythians that fell ingo their hands with ——— 
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ARs of Hoftiliy. In effc&,there was no War declared between the Scythians and them, 
and *twas only covetouſneſs that inſpir*d Zopyrio, and his brother Arimbas, with a dc- 
fign. of Piracy, robbing Paſſengers, taking Priſoners,and ſecking means to inrich them- 


ſelves by ſuch ſhameful barbarous _ I had the ill fortune to be encountred by them: 
ſuc 


and when we leaſt thought of any ſuch matter,we ſaw our ſelves aſſaulted by cight great 
Ships which ſurrounded us on every fide, and depriv'd us of all means to defend cur 
ſclves; yet did I doas much as poſſibly 1 could, and both my words and example 
would have ncourag'd thoſe that were with me to make refiſtance, but their weakneſs 
diſkeartn'd them fo, that 'rwas impoflible for me to make ,them rake arms againſt { 
reat a number of Enemies. The Thracians came aboard us on every fide,and though 1 
defended my ſelf with courage enough, and laid ſome of the boldeſt of them at my feet, 
I was fo inviren'd,and fo with multitude,that all my retiftance was to no pur. 
poſe, They ſciz'd _ me behind, threw me down and difarm'd me;and ] think thoſe 
avage Encmies,cxaſperatcd by the death of their companicns, would -have taken away 
my life, but that they fear'd to difpleaſe him that commanded rhem, who believ'd he 
ſhould get a confiderable Booty by taking me. 1 was bound, and carricd before Arim- 
bas who commanded thoſe ſhips;he found ſumething in my face that cblig'd himto uſe 
me a little leſs cruelly then he igtended, or than his cuſtom was; and having look'd up« 
on me with ſome ſhew of wonder, Either (ſaid he) thou lov'ſt thy life but little,or cl 
thou art the boldeft of all men living, in having dared to ſtand upon thy defence alone 
againſt ſo great a number of Enemies. I never was thine Enemy that 1 know of, (an- 
ſwered 1, without being daunted at his words)and I amcall'd by ſuch prefling commands 
of honour, to places whither thou ftopp' my paſſage, that if thou art generous, thou 
without doubt wilt reftore me to ax, wobex Tis not from Barbarians (replicd Arim- 
bs) that the Greeks need to learn generofity; never hope for the liberty thou dc. 
mand'ſt, bnt believe *tis no ſmall favour to let thee live, after thou haſt ſo well defery*d 
to die, for having kill'd my men, and for having fo raſhly made oppoſition. I faw very 
well there was no thought of working upon him by a ſenſe of honour, and fol pre- 
fently tried another way ; I am not thy _ in a fair War(ſaid ]), but if my liberty 
can be bought with treaſure, I promiſe thee ſo much, that thou hardly canſt defire more; 
and | ehgage my honour with my word,that fthou wilt free me, I'll ſend thee a Ranſom 
that would be conſiderable enough for one of the greateſt Princes in the world, Theſe 
words which 1 ſpoke very imprudently, wrought a yery different cffc& from what 1 ho- 
ped, and were in part the cauſe ef my long captivity. Arimbas belicv'd either by my 
words, or by ſome other tokens, that I was no i perſon, and upon that belict 
propoling exceſhve Recompences to himſelf, he was gladder of his Prize,and more carc- 
ul to keep me than before. Theſe Treaſures thou promiſeſt me (anſwered be) may re- 
gain thy liberty;bur hope not to obtain it upon thy word, for thou ſhalt Ray with vs:till 
thou procure thy Ranſom thou haft propoſed.iAt theſe words he commands them to un- 
bind me, but he made me be carried intoa Cabin with guards that fuffer'd me not to 
ſtir out of it. The gext day we put into a harbour of the Province whereof he was Go- 
vernour for Alexander, and ncar untoa Town called Synops, I was impriſon'd ln a 
Caſtle under a very ſtrit Guard ; they left me ſome of thoſe ſervants 1 had recciv'd 
from Theodates, the reſt, and all they that were taken with us, were kept as ſlaves. Do 
bat judge, dear brother,and you dear friends, iniwhat a condition I was by a captivity fo 
unſcaſonable,. and fo contrary to the Reſolutions I had taken; truly I was even like to 
have died with grief;and when I had in vain attempted many ſeveral ways to recover m 
liberty, 1 was upon the very point of killing my (elf with my own hand. What, (faid 1 
fhall I neither fuccour Neri, nor ſceuthe. Princeſs Berenice? O gods! if you would 
not ſuffer me to afliſt my father, why did Fou not let me enjoy the fight of my Princeſs ? 
and if you needs would have me to leave Berenice, why do you not permit me to ſerve 
Darizs to the laſt drop of that blood I owe him; fince I muſt not have both thoſe kapyi- 
nefles together, why will you not at leaſt afford me the. confolation of one of them ? Ah 
no, Iſce you mean tooverwhelm me equally with grief and ſhame ; and not being fatis- 
fied char Idie with forrow.for parting with my Princeſs, you will have me die alſo with 
the reproach of having ſern our Empire loft, and our Family deſtroy'd whihout ever 
4 | | rawing 
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drawing Sword in their defence, Theſe were my ordinary meditations,and in theſe cruel 
choughts I could find no manner of conſolation. Either let Arimbas kill me (faid I to-my 
Keepers) or let him fer me at liberty ; in the condition of my fortune, captivity is worſe 
ro me than death it ſelf ; and I ſhall be lefs his Enemy, ifhe diſpatch me out of the way; 
chan if he keep me any longer. Alltheſe words were to no purpoſe, and Arimbas ſene me 
no other anſwer;but that when he ſaw thoſe Treaſures for rhy ranſom, wbich Thad made 
him hope for at my being taken, he would give me my liberty, and not before. This 
cruel obſtinacy of Arimbas drove me into deſpair ; I had none about me but Scythian- 
ſervants, who could do me no ſervice with Darius, where they were not atall acquainted; 
and to whom alſo I was unwilling to declare the rruth of my birth. To diſcover it to 
Arimbas was a great deal more unfit ; he was both a ſubje&, and a creature of Alexan- 
der's;and if he had known me to be Dariws his ſon, my captivity weuld certainly have 
been as long as my life, In theſe confaderations,all I could do was to imploy all my cou- 
rage totake a little patience, and hope that the Gods, who had then Jechar'd themſelves 
Enemies to our houſe, would mitigate their anger, and lefſen the hatred they expreſſed 
againſt Darius his miſerable family.'T was in that place,dear friends,l lingred out my tes 
dious days, while you were fighting for my intereſts, and 'twas in that Priſon I ſaw a 
whole year run our, which ſeem'd longer ro me than all the reſt of my life, O Dariwe, 
(cried 1 often) by whar a ſtrange diſaſter art thou abandon'd by thy ſon inthy cruel 
misfortunes ? wretched man that he is,he can give thee no manner of affiſtance,but is re- 
duced to ſerve thee only with his wifbes, while Oroondares fights without queſtion by 
thy fide, and ingages himſelf in thy miſeries, with more affe&tion than he could in what 
moſt nearly concern'd himſelf. O my deareſt brother,(continued I) why am I not with 
you now?and why can not at leaſt keep you _m—_ in thoſe dangers you ſonobly run 
into for my ſake?From theſe thoughts which my duty inſpired me with, I fell into thoſe 
my love ſuggeſted, and out of the grief which was cauſed in me by the former, into the 
rage occafion'd by the latter. But ſhall I never fce you again, Berenice, (cried I, quite 
tranſported) and will not the gods, (who for ſome offencesare exaſperated againft the 
Houle of Perſia) be contented that I loſe my inheritance, that I loſe my neareſt 
friends, that I loſe the King my father, ' and that I loſe mine honour with them, unleſs 1 
loſe Berenice allo ? I liv'd on this manner, buried in the depth of my forrows, when by 
the report of them that kept me, they receiv'd a moſt intolerable ſurcharge; They told 
me news of poor Darias, bur alas, the ſaddeſt that yet had come unto mine ear ; 1 heard 
that having march'd from Babylon with three hundred thouſand fighting men, he had 
given Alexander battel near Arbela, with the ſame ſucceſs as in the two former ones, 
that he had loſt the greateſt part of his men, and with them the hope of maintaining his 
Dominions, being reduc'd ro ſeek his fafery in a ſad Retreat, with a very ſmall remnant 
of his forces; that it was believ'd he had taken the way toward Media, but in ſo weak a 
condition, that no body thought he ever could be ble to raiſe a ſufficient power to 
diſpute the Empire of Afia any longer againſt Alexander. Oh, Brother, how infinitely 
did this woful news torment me, and how great need I had of all my courage, to keep 
me from ſinking under fo heavy an affliftion ! O Darixs, (cried 1) why can I not be 
with thee in thy flight at leaſt,fince I could not accompany thee in the Batte] ? 1 would 
ſtrive to comfort thee in thy misfortunes, and not having been able to fight for the con» 
fervation of thy Empire, I would fight at leaſt for the ſafety of thy perſon. ' Then Bro- 
ther, as all fatal obj<&s repreſented themſelves to my remembrance, I was afraid left 
you ſhould be in the number of thoſe, whom Alexander's happy deſtiny had cauſed to 
fall under the Macedonian Armies; and in this thought,after having given you a flood of 
tears,] wifh'd with all my heart to have been in your place,to have receiv wounds, ' 
and to have contributed to the preſervation of your life, with the loſs of mine own. 1 

fhould never have done, if 1 ſhould relate all my diſcontents at large ; but PII ſhorten 

the reci:at of them as much as poſſibly I can. A whole year was already run out frot 

the day that I was taken, when both in the face, and A&ions of the GCaprain of the 
Caſtle, who was the chief Commander of thoſe that had me in cuſtody, I perceiv'd an 
extraordinary affe&ion, anda very great compaſſion of my misfortunes; He naturally 
had a love to virtue, and had reliſted thoſe inclinations, out of a ſenſe —— w 
rims, 
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Arimbas, but in the end, having ſeen how unjuſtly he detain*d me, and having found 
ſomething in my perſon, which he thought worthy of his affe&ion, he reſolv'd to make 
uſe of his power for my deliverance, believing he ſhould not be very faulty in giving a 
man his liberty, from whom it it had not been taken by any right of War. With this de- 
fign coming to me one day when1 was excremely dejefted by the remembrance of our 


laſt lefles, Sir, (faid he to me)-comfort your ſelf, your Captivity fhall not be much _ 


r, and your virtue has found a perſon among(t us, who both can diſcern it,and will 
hazard himſelf to ſerve it. Though I was exceedingly ſurpriſed at this diſcourſe, I could 
not ſuſpeR that man of any ill deſign, and: judging, that my condirion could not be 
worſe than it was already,I believ'd ljought not to negle&t any way that might be for the 
recovering of my liberty. O Criton (anſwered I) how mercitul you will be,if you uſe 
your indeayours to help me, both gods andimen will recompence your goodnel:, and I 


am of ſuch quality, that I dare ſay your condition will be better with me than with . 
Arimbas, Depend upon the aſſurance give you (replied Criton) that you ſhall not be# 


long a Priſoner, and truſt to me for the management of the bulmneſs, 1 will cruſt you al= 
ways (ſaid I) both with my life and liberty,and I proteit to you, that I would not ex- 
hoe you to any danger for their conſervation, if in the preſent eſtate of my affairs, my 
eternal ſhame were not link'd to my captivity. CGrigon would hold no longer diſcourſe 
with-me at that time, for fear of giving ſome ſuſpicion of his delign; bit within a few 
days after he effe&tcd it very happily,and having made thoſe of my Guard drunk,whom 
he had leaſt confidence in, when they were faſt aſleep, he came with the reſt into my 
chamber in the dead of the night, and bringing Arms forme, and for the two Scythians 
that ſerv'd me, he took the: iLeys 'of the Caſtle, and Jetus' our without any ditticulty, 


then getting upon good Horſes which he had cauſed to be held in a readineſs about a 


hundred paces from the Gate, he refolv'd to follow my fortune, having by that Aftion 
loſt all hope of favour with 4rimbas. - :' - k 

Whanl ſaw my (elf at liberty, I felt all the joy my ſad condition could be capable of, 
and receiy'd a ſweet conſolation by the hope I had that I ſhould give my father the laſt 
aſliftance he could hope fer from his ſun in th2 downfall of his Houſe. I promiſed Cris 
#01 that I would not be ingrateful for the good office he had done me, and that I would 
reward him fo well for it, . that he never ſhould have occaſion to repent himſelf, We 
took our Journey roward Meta, whither they ſaid Darize was ret cated, and travelled 
all the remainder of that fieſtnighe with ſo much ſpeed, that before bre..k of day, we 
were gotten far enough, not to fear falling any more intro the power of Arimbas; yet 
did we ayoid the great High-ways ſo long as we were in the | rovince he commanded, 
but when once we were our of it, we rodewith les apprehiention, and I for my part 
with ſome hopes of ſeeing the Reliques of our deſolate Houſe again, and with an ardent 
deſire, cither to diſpute the Empire yet with Alcxander,or to give up my life to his pre» 
vailing fortune, He ſhall diey(faid I to my.felf) that unjuſt Conqueror, that wrongful 
Ukfurper. of our Dominions ſhall either fall, or kill Artaxerxes with that hand, which has 
been the deftruftion of all our Family. Perhaps he is not immorta], though hitherto he 
have been invincible ; norare we perhaps fo utterly forſaken by the gods, but that 
we may pull a victory out-of his hands, which the cowardly,cfteminate perſians have fo 
faintly diſputed with him, doubtleG thou'wert valiant enough, poor Dariws, to trample 
down that Enemy, if thou hadft commanded'more generous Forces, and nothing bnt 
their want of courage hazmade thee loſe an Empire, which is not much tobe lamented, 
fince ic extended it ſelf -over none butſuch mean-ſpirited people. Perchance there 
are yet ſomecorners of thy vaſt Territories, where thou mayſt find men that will ſhew 
themſclves more truly to be men, and *tis with them that Artaxerxes may poſlibly regain 
part of thy lofſes, and blot ont part of thy diſhonour. This chought had hardly given 
,me a little comfort, when preſently Lfell intoa confideration of the eſtate Ithen was in, 
and to my confufion ſaw thoſe ridiculous hopes all vaniſh in a moment. Ah weak, abu- 
Rd Artaxerxes (faid again) with what fond imaginations doſt thou flatter thy ſelf ? 
' Thou thinkeſt not of the revolution of thy fortune, thou confider'ſt not that thou, haſt 
Toft all, that thou haſt no Countrey lefe to defend, and that thou haſt no men left to op- 
Poſe that Conquerour, whom thy Father with innumerable thouſands, and with his 


whole 
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le forces united was not able to reliſt; Stifle,ab ſtifle theſe vain hopes,and limit theot: 
— the defign of either making Alexanders perſon to run ſome pony —— 
ing thy ſelf in the ruins of thy family, Theſe were the thoughts wherewith I was tor, 
mented z but, O gods! O gods ! they quickly yielded place to far more cruel .ones,; and; 
ſcarce had I travelF'd three days journey, when | ſaw both my voyage bounged,; and my 
defigns overthrown by the doleful news of poor Dariws his death, | heard that largentas, 
ble end, alas, and *cis with ſhame that I confeſs | heard it without dying. They.told me, 
how that greatand much to be deplored Prince was faln by the horrible | 
of his own ſubje&s, and had given up both life and Empire to his Enemy. © Although 
this fad relation did not abſolutely kill me, yet certainly it put.me into a condition little 
different from death, and Criton with the reſt that accompanied me, ſaw me in ſuch # 
caſe, as made them believe ay had unprofitably hazarded themſelves toſerve me. The 
recital of thoſe ſwoonings 1 fell into at this fatal narration, of my fighs, of my tears, 
and of my mournfal complaints, would but weary you, and be very difficult for me. to: 
make ; all that ſorrow for the loſs of a father, who had moſt dearly lov*'d me,whoſe per» 
ſon was exceeding great and amiable,for that of a mother who went a while before him, 
and who ended her life in her captivity, for that of an Empire, which might almoſt be. 
call'd the Empire of the world, added to my ſhame of having done nothing for them, of, 
not having ſhed one drop of blood for their conſervation, and of not having given 
them any of thoſe afliſtances which they received from the mcaneſt of their Allies, can 
ace in the moſt tender ſoul, imprinted it ſelf fo violently in mine, that ic was like to 
ve ſeparatcd it from my body ; and Imay well proteſt to you before all the gods, that 
nothing but the remembrance of Berenice kept me from my grave, and hindred me from 
going then to ſeek them after thelr death, whom 1 had ſo ignominiouſly abandoned du- 
ring their lite. Thou now arttrec, ({aid 1) glorious Arſaces, now thou art tree, thou no 
longer haſt any father to afliſt, thou no longer haſt any Country to defend, or to ſay 
better, theu no longer haſt any honour to preſerve ; all things contribute now to thy re= 
poſe: But, O gods ! how much were the moſt cruel deaths to be preferr'd before this re- 
poſe ! and how much better had it been for thee to have been really (lain in the Batrel of 
Selena, than to have ſhamefully out-liv'd Dar:us, and to have ſeen the ruine of th 
Houſe with ſo much indifferency ? what a horrible reproach to thee is the blood of fo 
many thouſand men as loſt their lives in thy quarrel? thou wert fighting againſt the 
Nomades, while the Perſians fell under the Macedonian Arms ; and thou werrs fighing at 
Ferenice's fect, while thy mother, thy ſiſters, and all thy family, lay ſighing under the 
chains of fortunate Alexander ! O ſhame, which all the blood of Arſaces can never be 
able ro waſh out ! O baſeneſs, which all my love to Berenice can never be able to excuſe ! 
| tormented my ſelf on this manner in my bed, whicher my ſorrow had confin'd. me,and 
where my grief was ſo extreamly violent, that it had put me intoa Fever for many 
days. Afﬀer I had deplored my misfortunes in the moſt mournful rerms my miſc 
could ſuggeft, and that | had ſpent ſome days in lamentations, I began to think what 
ſhould reſolve todo with my ſelf: Sha'l I nat go (faid 1) and find out Alexander in the 
middeſt of his vitorious forces, which triumph over our difaſters ? and fince the anger 
of the gods has ſo decreed that I no longer have men to give him Battel, ſhall Lnot go 
and execute with my hand alone, what the weakneſs of my condition, and the loſs of 
our Dominions will not ſuffer-me to do at the bead of an Army ? Since I cannot re- 
venge Darius by the blood of the Macedonians, ſhall I not revenge him by the blood of 
Alexander ? and if Idie in the attempr, (hallI not bear my friends company with the 
leaſt ſhame that 1 can ly undergo ? Shall I not run (aid I again) after that Parri- 
cide Beſſw ? and ſhall Inot make my way through the midd'ſ of thoſe faithleſs Mon- 
ſtersthat take part with him, to pierce with a thouſand wounds the ingrateful and diſ- 
lojal heart of that horrible murtherer of his King 2? Is not that the firſt fatisfaRtion I 
ow unto my fathers ghoſt ? and can I, while Beſſis and Nabarzanes are alive, have other 
thoughts than thoſe of the rigorous ,puniſhmenss that are due to their _perfidious Treas 
fon ? But, O- gods! (concluded I) ſhall I never ſee Berenice more ? and if (as itis very 


le) 1 fall in one of theſe enterpriſes, ſhall I'die without giving the 
| affurances of my fidelity ? Shall 1 have Gy friends, oe O—_ my 
: ccc reputa- 
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r jon ? ſhall I have loft all for her enprofitably YHaving propoſed'no other fruit, no 
other codſolacion to my {elf for ſo many 'misfortunes but that alone, ſhall Tloſe it alſo 
with the reft ? and ſkall T have oblig'd- that lovely Princeſs =o me marks of an af- 
fetjon, which ought ro be more dear to me than the pofſeffion of all 4fia, only to 
abandon her for ever ? This laſt thought put me into, a perplexity,' which for a long 
time rijade' me incapable of taking any reſolutions , and repreſented motives to me 
which were powerful enough to withdraw me from thoſe I had propoſed- before, 
Alexander (Aid I) is a- generous enemy, who has proſecuted the ruine of thy Houſe 
dhly by- glorious ways; and doft thou think of murdering him ſhamgfullly, who openly, 
ind at the ſwords-point,” makes himſelf mafter of the whole carth by his valour alone? 
Yes, of mutthering him ; for unleſs thon march againſt him by an open War, thou canſt 
not procure” any fatisfaftion- from his ſingle perſon bat by an Afﬀaſſinat ; thou canft 
not hofie for an equal combat wich him: for though he ſhould be fo generous as to grant 
it to thy quality;and to thy juſt reſentments, he never will be able ro make thoſe;that are 
about him-conſent to it, amongſt whom there are many thouſands that would ſave him 
from that danger by hazarding themſelves. Thou canft not therefore execute thy ven- 
geance by any means but ſuch as are moſt ignomihious , and perhaps that without 
effe&ing it, thou ſhalt die in a deſign, which will be moſt unworthy of the memory of 
Datiis his ſon, and which will blaſt it with a perpetual infamy. If thou run after thoſe 
Parricides, *tis true, that againſt them all ways of revenge arc juſtihable ; but they are 
things roo-mean for Artaxerxes, and the deſtiny of Beſſus, and of Nz5arzanes, would be 
too glorious, if they ſhould end their reproachful days by the hand of their Kings fon, 
Thoſe monſters ought to end their lives in torments, and it concerns Alexander to pro- 
ſecute them, and with their blood waſh away the ſtain wherewith they have blemiſh'd 
his reputation. Rather return into Scythia, where thou haſt left thy urmoſt hopes, and 
where thou haſt left thy very ſoul; forget the greatneſs of thy birth, to ſerve thy love, 
and the neceſlity of thy affairs; and employ whatſoever the gods have given thee that is 
conſiderable, to #make thy ſelf confider'd by the King of Scythia; when thou ſhalt have 
done him ſervices of the nature of thoſe Darixs receiv'd from Oroondates, he'l be the 
moſt ingrateful of all men living if he refuſe thee his aſfiftance, and if he give thee noe - 
an Army to march againſt that enemy of the whole earth, and againſt that inſatiable 
COIs who quickly will paſs from cur Territories into his. Perchance thy ſervices, 
and the remembrance of our miſerie:, will raſe out cf his mind the hatred he bears thy 
family, and that he will not diſdain thee for his ſon-in-Jaw, when thou ſhalt have gain'd 
his affeQion ſo far as to venture the diſcovery of thy true quality. He withoue doubt is of 
a royal mind as well as of a royal birth ; and if my dear Oroondates be alive, if the gods 
bring him back into Scythia,thou maiſt hope for all things from that deareſt brother;and 
uniting thy felf with him, whoſe intereſts will always be inſeparable from thine, thou 
gb che whole forces of Scyth:a maift oppoſe, and, like a Kings ſon, oppoſe that pitileſs 
ſtroyer of the houſe of Perfis. Thou at the head of thoſe thy dear 3s 13 Armies maiſt 
demand reparation of the jnjuries he has done thee ; and if ic pleaſe the gods thou fall in 
thoſe occafrons, *twill at leaſt be with more glory, than if thou ſhouldſt leave thy life a- 
mong the eos of his Guards,in attempring to ſtab him in his bed. This way without 
neſtion thou ſhalt labour for the recovery of thy reputation, and which is more, thou 
It Jabour for it in ſeeing Berenice again, without whom thou canſt not live, and with- 
out whom thou art not permitted todie; thou at her feet maiſt find conſolation for all 
thy loſſes ; and the will tell thee nothing but truth, if ſhe ſay, her affe&ion is to be pre- 
ferr'd before all the Empires that were Dariws's, Fear net to appear yet before her, ſhc 
Is too generous and too worthy a fifter of Oroondates, to regard the fall of thy houſe, 
and to'Jook upon him as an ex1I'd Prince, and as a Prince diveſted of all his inheritance, 
whemat our laſt being together ſhe confider'd as the future Monarch of all Afia ; thy 
inifcries will racher work compaſſion in her, than any contempt of thy perſon, and thou 
wert unyorthy of the marks thou haſt receiy'd of ber affeRion, if thou coutdſt ſuſpeR 
her to be of fo baſe-an humour, and of an humour fo different from her brothers. , In + 
theſe aft thoughes found a great deal of comfort, and after Lhad diſputed yee three or 
four days the choice of the reſolution I ſhould take, I ih the end ſuffer —_ 
» > min 
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mind co be oyer-{way'd by theſe Jaſt conſiderations, or to ſpeak more truly, I let my (elf 
be guided by my love, which making all other detigns odious go me, ſhew'd me facility 
and advantage only in that which was ſubſervient to it, and which it had propcunded. 
"T was therefore by the power it had over mezthat 1 was won to thoſe probabilities I have 
mention'd to you, and that I refolv'd to return into Scythia, Criton, who had totally 
given me bis affeQion, and to whom I already bore a very great one, would not forſake 
me ; beſides him, I took only the two Scythians that were with mc in prifon, he having 
before diſmiſſed the Guards that had aflifted in my deliverance, whom we rewarded as 
well as we were able at that time, We departed from the Town where 1 had ftaid ever 
fince the hearing of that fatal news, and took our journey towards Scythia, by a very 
different way from that I came,for fear of falling again into the power of Arimbas. 1 
believ'd we mighe paſs more ſecurely through Hyrcania, and through the Country of 
the Maſſagertcs, and that was the Road we went, without committing our ſelves to that 
inconſtant Element, upon which I had fallen into that cruel captivity, which made the 
greateſt part of all my diſcontents, We met no obſtacle in our voyage, and though I 
began to truſt Erityz very much, yet would not let him know me to be other than one 
Arſaces a Batrian, who by his good forrune had merited the affe&ion of the King of 
Scytbia, and wi:o in that Country might. be able to ſettle him in a much better con- 
dition than that t:c hal liv'd in under Arimbes, 'T was not to him alone that 1 meant to 
be fo reſerv'd, for 1 reſolv'd never any more to take upon me the name of Artuxerxes, ſo 
uliar co the Kings and Princes of Perſia, tillI had recover'd hopes of riſing again to 
the Throne of Darius, And indeed I was then inform'd, that the Traytor Beſs had al- 
ready viurp'd it, and that he made himſelf be honowr'd as a King in Badria, under the 
name of Artaxerxes, ; When we had paſſed the Araxis, crofled through the Country of 
the Maflagetes, and gone over the Mount Imaws, we entred into the Province of the Iſſe- 
dens, and with great days journeys drew near to the Mettopolitan City of all Scythia. 
Beins come within two days riding of it, and mceting is the way fron 
thence, enquir'd of them what news there was at Court,and trembled as1 ask'd the que- 
ftion, for fear of hearing what would be unpleafing, or rather mortal to me. - Sir, (an- 
{wered one of them) all things are very quiet at the Court ;, Arſacomes has ſtill his for- 
mer authoriy, and the King, fearing to diſpleaſe the Queen his wife, with whom he till 
is paſſionately in love, ſuffers him to pretend to the Princeſs Berenice, or rather to perſe- 
cute her ; that generous Frinceſs, not having hitherto been able to bend ber ſelf to any 
compliance with his deſires, and making loud complaints, becauſe he tolerates the pre- 
ſumption of his ſubje&, they are the Princefles own words, for as. for our parts we 
darc not to ſpeak of that buſineſs in thoſe terms, he having made himſelf ſo potent, that 
there are none now in Scytbia bur (laves to the greatneſs of his fortune. Yet hath his 
example been like to cauſe the deſtruQion of others, who knowing their quality to be 
equal to his, have thought they might raiſe their pretenfions as high as he. A 
them, C1d.ris Prince of the Tauroſcythians and Agatirfians, being faln-in love with, 
the Princeſs, ſuffer'd himſelf to be fo blinded with his paſſion, that he- imprudently de- 
clar'd it to the King, cither being encouraged by his indulgence ro that of Arſacomez, 
orelſe not being able to refift the violence of his own. The King was fo diſpleaſe 
atſuch a motion, that he could not diflemble his reſentment of it, and anſwer'd Cyda» 
ris with words fo full of ſharpneſs and contempt, that he not being able to endure them, 
forgot the reſpe& he ow'd the King, and reply'd in very infolent and injurious terms z 
whereat he being highly offended, cauſed him to be ſeiz'd on, and put into a Dung 
nor had he {pared his life but atthe requeſt of the Queen, and of the Princes her ſelf, 
who interceded for it, *Tis not abovea week fince he came out of priſon, but when he 
was ſet at liberty he was commanded to leave the Court for ever, and from that time he 
has never been ſeen at;Iſedon. This buſineſs has made (ach a noiſe at Court, that there 
18now notalk of any thing elſe, and this is the freſheſt and moſt conſiderable news that 


;Fcan tellyowthence. I found a marvellous conſolation in this diſcourſe, and 


no great account of the bufineſs of Cydaris , I was ſo extreamly ſatisfied to hear © 


my Princeflcs perſeryerance in deſpifing Arſacomes his affe&tion. I went. on my jou 
. the remainder of that day, and the next following, before the Sun had run out half bis 
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courſe, I from a hill diſcover'd the higheſt Towers of that moſt precious Ciry, where [ 
had left the better part ofemy ſoul with Berenice, Then I began to feel motions of a paſs 
lion which ſcem'd to have forfiken me for ever;me-thought I breath'd a ſweeter air than 
1 was wont, and fortune, who by ſuch ſad eftefts had declar'd her felt ſo cruel] an enemy 
to our houſe, was contented at that 1ime to change her countenance in favour of me, and 
not being able to reſtore me what ſhe had taken away,was willing to ſweeten my ſorrows 
with the moſt gentle uſage I could receive from her: It was but juſt, that he who had 
Joſt ſo auch, ſhould by her aſliftance keep the'only thing he had left, anil'the only thing 
which he preferr*d before all thoſe ſhe had unjuſtly robb'd him of. 

| was within two hundred furlongs of Iſſedor, when at the entrance into a wood which 
I was to paſs through, I heard the ſound of many inſtruments uſual for the chace, and ſee. 
ing divers men paſs by at that time, I learned from them that the King was hunting in 
that wood, and that he was accompanied by the Queen, and the Princeſs Berenice, who, 
becauſe it was very fair day, had been defirous to take their part of that diverſion, 
At this news my heart leapt within me,not being able to hear ſveak of my Princeſs with. 
out an inward diftorbance, nor to prepare my ſelf for that fight without moſt paſſionate 
motions, Yet didI doubt whether I ſhould 'go to the King while he was abroad there 
at his ſport, or whether, as I before intended, I ſhould go unknown to Theodater his 
houſe, to pay my firſt viti: to that generous friend, and learn of him upot! what terms 1 
ſtood in Court,and whether I might. ſhew my ſelf there with the ſafety as before; Ar laftl 
ſhould have follow'd that, reſolution, and T1 was going to proſecute my Joutriey dire&tly 
toward the Town, when I was pat beſide it by a very remarkable accident;] ſaw a man all 
bloody cotne galloping fufl ſpeed toward me,and when he was within! twenty paces of us, 


ran as ſwiftly as poſſibly T,coukd the ſame' way that we had ſeenhim come ; Criron follow= 
ed me with the lame Goal, —_ two Seythians, having left that dying man, would 
not let me go Without them.” e T had rode five or fix hindred paces there was no 
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Hetle valout the gods _ en me; And jndred it' prodiiced effe&ts infinitely above 
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that at the firſt thruſt it ran clear through his body, and made him tumble dead among 
the horſes feet. His fall did ſo diſcourage thoſe of his party, that they no longer thought 
of any thing, but defending themſelves, and thar they did fo ill, that the victory over 
them was not difficult z for Arſacomes and Theodates, though they were wounded, clo- 
ſing up to me, with ſhields wherewith they defended themſelves for want of other Arms, 
and being ſeconded by all the Scythians,in whom that alteration had wrought a marvel- 
lous confidence, we forc'd themin the end to quit the field,and to ſeek for that fafery by 
flight, which chey no longer could find by their reſiſtance. I then turn'd me abour to- 
ward the King, uncertain whether I ſhould profecute our viftory,or run to him ; but he 

ut me quickly out of that irreſolution by crying, Valiant man,ycu yet have conquered 
bo in part, and unleſs you alſo fave the Queen and Princeſs, you have done nothing for 
my ſafety. Theſe words went ſo near to me, that I felt my trength almoſt redoubled by 
them ; and ſecing that the King himſelf ran toward the place where he defir'd we ſhould 
ſuccour thoſe dear perſons, 1 caſt my eye upon the ableſt of thoſe Horſes that walk'd 
about us without their Riders ; and feeling my own begin to fail, as well through weari- 
neſs, as ſome wounds he had receiv'd, 1 alighted haſtily,and leapinz upon the other, ran 


' - withſuch ſpeed after the King,that 1 had quickly over-taken him. My love guided me (o 


favourably,that I ſoon diſcover'd the Charior, about which there had been a ſtout and 
bloody Combat ; all rhey of the Guard were {lain at the Boots of it, not having aban - 
don'd their Princefſes but with their lives, and thoſe barbarous enemies were pulling 
them violently out of the Charice. O ggeds !. how infinitely did rage tranſport me, 
when ſaw my Princeſs in the power of a man, who, carrying her away infpite of her 
cries and her reſiſtances, would bave deliyer*d her into the arms of another that wag 
very well arm'd and bravely mounted ; certainly allthe wards in the world are not (uf- 
ficient co repreſent my fury, and I was ſo animated by that {1ght, that allthe encmies 
forces were not able'to refiſt me. I flew moſt impetuoully at thoſe two men, but having 
my ſword :up to ſtrike at him that held. my Princeſs, the 'fear I had of wounding her 
made mt with-hold myblow, and turning towardshim that was ready to receive her, [ 
brought down my ſword {© forcibly upon his arms, which be had ſtretched forth to» 
wards her,that they fell both together from his body to the ground : His companion,ſee= 
ing him reccive that ſtroak, and fearing ſuch another,quireed the 1'rince(s, but ſcarce had 
he disburthen'd himſelf of that glorious weight, when he was alſo disburthen d of his 
head, which with a back-blow I made cask and all to raul between the Chariot wheels, 
Afﬀter this execution, I fell in among the reſt with a ſucceſs vur litcle difiercnt while the 
King coming to joyn with us, as alſo Arſacemes, and all the Scythians that were lefr of 
the former fight, brought terrour to thoſe villains, already halt defeated by the death of 
their Leaders, and by the loſs of their companions. They no longer made any confide- 
rable. reſiſtance, and very few of them eſcaped our juſt reſentments. As ſoon as we had 
no more enemies to fight withall, I turn'd to that illuſtrious company, all tain'd with 
blood, and in an <quipage which-(as my Princeſs was pleaſed to ſay)for-all it was terri- 
ble, had ſomething in it not unpleafingto her ; I conſulted a while with love and de- 
cency, whether I ſhould cun firſt tothe King, or to my Princeſs ; but love, though the 
More powerful, was content for its own intereſt to yield to decency, and found its ad- 
vantage more in concealing, than in declaring it ſelf ſo publickly. Scarce had I turn'd 
my Horſe to go toward'the King,when I ſaw him come forward to meet me with all that 
were about him : Whoſoever thou art(cried he_) O our valiant ProteRor, 'tis to you we 
owe our lives, and you have won them to _ ſelf with fo! matchleſs a valour, and fo 
preat a'generoſity, that though you ſhould be born our ſubje&, you ought to be the Ma- 
ſter offthem for ever. Inftead of anſwering theſe words, | leap'd from my Horſe, and 

caſt my ſelf at che King's feet ſo ſuddenly, that he could not poſſibly hinder me, and had 

noſooner pulPd off my Cask but my face was known by the King and the whole .com- 

Pany : The King was wonder-ſtrucken, that he went back a ſtep or two, and then pre- 

(ently coming to me again with open armsO Arſaces,(cried he)O Arſaces and without 

laying any thing more at that time he, embrac'd me with ſuch affeRion,that I eafily ſaw 

my abſence had abated nothing of that he formerly had honor'd me withall, Berenice 
hath fince confeſſed to me, that he was fainto uſe a very violent conkraint upon her ſelf, 
in 
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in that ſudden farpriſe, and that by my good forture, I had part enough in her favuur to 
give her motions of joy in that encounter, which it was very hard for her to diflemble , 
yet did ſhe (mother it with much ado, and following the Queens example, ſhe content- 
cd her © [{vith isſtifying her acknowledgments in the ſame manner. But ſcarce was I got 
free of *& King, when Theadates, making his paſſage threugh all the reſt, carhe ro give 


me, anc «.. :.-tve embraces, which ſhew'd the company the nearnels of that friendſhip 
wherey ©. 7 were link'd rogether. Arſacomes,who as well as the reſt,was oblig'd to me 
for his own: (cry, and for the Queen his liſters, forc'd his inclinations that he might not 
appear inzra 2nd when the King had allow'd every body liberty ro welcome me, he 


erm? to we 172i Him(e.tand re-iterating his favours, It was impoſſible (faid ec) by the 


rii-acles von had done for our prefervaticn,that you ſhould be other than Arſacez,or elſe - 


14. 0; ihprodicion: cecfts of valour can find no example , but in what you have 
od. « » for p* 2!ready,ycr unce we have deftin'd to owe our lives to ſome body,] praiſe the 
4-142 *% ir co my dear Arſacer, to whom we may be indebted for them without ſhame 
CC 12441412, Fnad ben (lent during all the Kings obliging words and endearthents,but as 
ſoon as ir was time for me to ſpeak, Sir, (faid I) your Majctty ſets too high a value upon 
an an, which ] was roo powerfully engag'd to de, both by the remembrance of your 
favours, and by the conjideration of my honour ; Iwere much to blame if I ſhould think 
] had done any thing in the preſervation of your Majeſties lite, *tis tro your own valour 
you owe it, and tothe gods to whom it is too dear to let it be loſt ; and if they were 
pleaſed 1 ſhould be fo happy as to be one among your ſervants for the defeating of your 
enemies, *cis only I that have the whole obligation to them, as for the moſt glorious fa- 
vour they canever do me. Forbear (replied the King) to rob Arſaces of what is dueto 
him alone, we ſhould not now have been alive but for your aſſiſtance; and I find as 
much ſacisfa&ion in avowing it, as I ſhould do ſhame if I neglefted obligations of this 
nature ; I will acknowledg them with all my affe&ion, and with all my power, and if 
ever the King of Scythiabe ingratcful toward Arſaces, I would have him paſs through 
the whole world for the moſt unworthy man upon earth. The King accompanicd theſe 
words with = others to the ſame purpoſe, and after all the company had ſeconded 
him, both in his kindnefles and praiſes, he commanded the dead bodies to be view'd, to 
the end they might ſee if they could diſcover who they were that had been his enemies. 
Amoneſt the firſt whoſe faces they look'd upon, there were found ſome whom they knew 
to have belong'd to Cydaris, and the King himſelf being come cloſe to him whoſe arms 
I had cut off, whiic he unworthily ſtretched them forth to take my Princeſs, knew him to 
be Band mis the brother of thar parricide : He was not yet quite dead, and as ſoon as he 
perceiv'd the King to be near him, he calPd together the remainder of his forces, and pre- 
yenting the queſtions thar were going to be ack'd him, It Cydaris be flain (faid he) I 
keep him company without rrouble, and dye willingly for him, as he does for Berenice, 
and for the reparation of ki: honour. He to puniſh the affront that had been done to 
him would have kii'd a King that had uſed him unworthily, and to content his paſſi- 
on he would have carri:d away the Princeſs; 1 ferv'd him in this laſt deſign, while he 
wa < attempting the former : We have yet another brother who will revenge our death, 
if he have any courage, and-it he be fo baſe as to fit down withir, he deſerves that you 
ſhould pour forth all thuſe reſentments upon him which you'have conceiv'd againſt us. 
Bandamizended his life with theſe words, atd the King, who from the beginning had 
imagin'd the truth of this adventure, could not but admire the reſolution of thoſe de- 
ſperate wretches, Cydaris his body was found amongſt thoſe of his party, and the Prin- 
ceſs expreſſed a great deal of trouble for having been the cauſe, though innocently, of 
the death of ſo many men, and of the danger her farher had been in, In the mean time, 
we were inviron'd by a throng of thoſe whom the noiſe of this accident had drawn 
from Iſedon, and one may truly ſay, the whole Town was almcft empty from the very 
moment that news came thither;all the people came and caft themſelves at the Kings feet 
with tears of joy, and by his command they all came afterward to proitrate themſelves 
before me, and to do me honors as a man ſent by the gods, or as the prote&ing Angel 
of Scychia, When many things had pafſed, which 1am not able to tell youby reaſon of 
their length and confuſion, we took our way toward the City,and all the while we were 

going, 
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ing, the King did nothing but embrace me, and ask me the particularitics of my y 
— I anſwered thoſe gains as I before had reſolved to - ns though S— 
brance of our ruin'd family could not come into my mind, without drawing fighs from 
me, I difſembled my griets as well as poffibly I could, and attributed my | ence to 
the Captivity in which I was detained by 4rimba.Yer was not the Kirg ſo y taken 
up with me, but that he took care of Arſacomes, who was wounded in two laces; my 

car Theodates alſo had ſome hurts, but none that were at all dangerous; All the time] 
had free during the way,l ſpent with him,to whom in a few words I gave account of the 
deplorable ſucceſs of my voyage. As I could not make him that recital withoart tears; ſo 
neither could he hear ic without ſhedding ſome, and he ſolemnized our mi-fortunes with 
' all che figns of grief 1 could demand from:a true and perfe& friend. I durſt not make 
my addreffes to my Princeſs in the Queens preſence, fearing that company ſhould ob- 
ſerve alterations inmmy countenance , which might give ſo:re notice of my 
As ſoon as we were come to the City, we found all the people that ; were lefe in it-in the 
ſtreets, coming to meet the King, and popenuly they began to make Bonfires in eyery 
place, and to offer ſacrifices and thankſgiving for his ſafety in all the Temples. The Ki 
would needs have a lodging appointed for .me in his Palace, but for the remainder 
that day I retir'd to Theodates his houſe, to fatisfic the defire I had ro embrace him at 
liberty, to finiſh the account I had begun to give him of my journey; and to receive par= 
ticular information of all paſſages concerning my Princeſs, and how 1 ſtood in her favour 
at that time. He fatisf'd my curioſity to the full,and affur'd me,that during my abſence, 
he had not found the leaſt change in her affetion. *Tis true, Sir, (faid he) the com« 
plain'd often of your want of care to let her hear from you, and often teftifi'd ro me, 
but with an extraordinary trouble, how much ſhe fear'd you had forgotten her. I put 
her out of thoſe apprehenfions asz well as poſlibly I could ; bur at laft I ſhould have had 
much ado to find reaſons to juſtifie you, if ſhe had not heard of the lamentabl: end of 
the King your father, and of the total ruine of your houſe, How deeply was ſhe cons . 
cern'd in that woful ſtory, and how many tears did ſhe beſtow, both on the mistortunes 
of Dariw, and on the fears of your being periſh'd with him! Ah! would it had pleaſed 
the gods I had (cried I), not being able to hear of that diſcourſe without beins atham'd, 
and tranſported; but within a while after I repented my ſelf, and believing that wiſh of- 
fended my Princeſs, No, (faid I again) I ought not to defire death, fince I oughr eo live 
for Berenice ; nor can I wichout offending her, attempt or defire any thing againit a life 
whereof I have feſery'd no power to my ſelf, After theſe worde,l lent my attention again 
to the advantageons report he made me of my Princefſes remembrance ; but 1 wasnot a 
lictle afton'fhed, when after that, he cold me news of Prince Orcondates, Sir, (faid he)the 
King, fince you went away, has heard part of his ſons adventures,he knows the abode he 
made with the King your father, his love to the Princeſs your fiſter,and the moſt remark- 
able accidents that have betallen him fince bis departure. He got this intelligence by ſome 
Spies he kept long in Perſia, and ſhew*d molt violent refentments at the news, bart his 
anger was raiſed to the utmolt height, when he l:arn'd, that he had ſent to make levies 
upon the frontiers of this Kingdom, and that with them he had foughe in the laſt Battel. 
He proteſted publickly that te would not pardon him chole infidelities(fo it was he call'd 
the Princes a&ions); and I think that the Queen, who upon the incertainty of his life 
was already forming pretenſtons for her children, it the gods ſhould give her any, did 
not diſſwade him from that reſolution, In this diſcourſe of Theodates, I found both 
matter of Joy and of affliftion : for as I with much contentment receiv'd ſome aflu- 
rances of my dear brothers life, and of the affe&ion which he till preſerv'd unto our 
family, even in its lateſt miſcrics;ſo did I with a great deal of ſorrow learn,that the King 
perliſted ſtill in his hatred to us, and foreſaw the difficulties it would produce in the re- 
coneiliation I ſo carneſtly deſired. Then Theodates entertain'd me with Arſacomes his 
perſecutions, abetted by the Queens authority, who making that ill uſe of the Kings 
paſhon to her, aſlifted her brother openly in that deſign, but with fo lictle ſucceſs in foli- 
citing the Princeſs, that ir did nothing but increaſe the averſion which ſhe had alreadyto 
Arſacomes, and which ſhe expreſs'd to him upon all occaſions. After this long converia- 
tion, I let Theodates take his reſt by reaſon of his wounds, and having paſſed the night 

on 
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on this manner,and in an impatiency on hl! otras is not caſic for me to repreſent, 
was no ſooner up in the morning but I had a mind to go to the Palace there to watc 

ſome opportunity of ſeeing and diſcourfing with my Princeſs. Theodates, who knew 
how neceſſary he ſhould be to me in that bufineſs, would needs accompany me thither 
for all his wounds, which as light as they were, might have been ſufficient to have kepe 
bima few days in bed. Fortune was as favourable to me. as I could defire; for I was 
hatdly upon the ſtairs, when Cyllenia, who ſtaid for me at that paſſage, feigning ſome oc- 
cafion to talk with Theodates, told him, that when I had waited upon the King and 
Queen, the Princeſs would expe& me without any cther company but her, in the ſame 
Arbour of the Garden, where I had given her the firſt knowledg of my true name and 


uality. Theodates having deliver'd me this command, I ſtrove to make my viſits as ]. 


ort as poſſibly 1 coald ; ſcarce hadI1 receiv*d the Kings- firſt kind ſalutes, when he fell 
into the diſcourſe of the Prince his ſon: Would you believe, (faid he) Arſaces, that that 
fon, to whom I have born fo tender an affe&ion, and in whom, upon very falſe appea- 


rances, I had grounded all my hopes, would have abandon'd me in my moſt preſſing af- * 


fairs, only to go over to my enemies party? that he ſhould have fought againſt us with 
his own hand, in a Battel where 1 was in perſon? that he ſhould have ſued to Dariws his 
daughter by baſe ways,and ſuch as are unworthy of his quality ? and that he ſhould have 
been ſo infolent as to raife forces in my Dominions in favour of my mortal encmy ? 
Sir, (anſwered 1) theſe faults indeed would be very great, if your Majeſty did not al. 
lege an excuſe for them your (elf, and if you knew not very well that love is able 
to produce much ftranger effe&s, There is nothing but love without queſtion that can 
excuſe the Prince your ſon in what he has done againſt you, bur meer generoſity waz 
enough to move him to afſift Darius againſt Alexander, and your Majeſty may very well 
pardon him, if he in favour of a poor opprefſed Prince, made uſe of ſome of your 
forces againſt the enemy of the whole world. Alexandcr is more dreadful to all Kings 
than Darins was ; for after having made himſelf Maſter of all thoſe Territories that were 
- his, he will certainly invade yours, and labour to extend his Dominion over all the 
earth. I know very well (replied the King) that you are noble and generous, but 
Oroondates is not the lefs faulty becauſe you have the goodneſs to excuſe ; and he by his 
deportments has rendred himſelf unworthy of the care you take for his juſtification, 
I thought it not beſt to perſiſt in oppoſing the firſt brunt of the Kings dif; leaſure, ho- 
ping that time would have more power to qualifie it than all the reaſon* I could have 
alleg'd ; and therefore I ſaid no more, but went to wait upon the Queen, who receiv'd 
me with great civilities and teſtimonies of acknowledement for what I had done for 
her, and for her brother ; and when 1 was come out of the chamber, 1 got looſe from all 
thoſe that accompanied us, and with no body but Theodates went down into the Gar- 
den,where I was expeAted by my moſt adored Princeſs, I will nor ſtand to repreſent the 
effe&s which the hope of ſo near a happineſs produc'd in me, nor my impatiency while 
I was going through the Allies which lead me to that Arbour where all my wealth was 
treafir'd up. You ſhall only know that I came thither, and that T found my Prince(s 
there according to her promiſe, having no body with her but Cyllezia ; you may ima- 
gine, that the firſt thing 1 did was to caſt my ſelf at her feet, and that the tranſport of 
my paſlicn tied my tongue too faſt tro afford me the liberty to ſpeak, of a great while. 
My Princeſs broke filence firſt, and conftrained me toriſe and to fit down by her. The 
gods-be praiſed (faid fhe with tears, which a generous compaſſion drew Gem her fair 
eyes) the gods be praiſed, fince after ſo many fears, and {6 many mortal apprehenſi- 
ons, they ſuffer me again to behold the deareſ remainders of Darius his family , I wiſh 
Twere able with the better part of my blood to bring ghem back again from the grave, 
whom the wrath of heaven hath taken away, and whoſe death perchance hath not coſt 
me fewer tears than the Princefſes your fiſters ; but fince I can do nothing for them but 
take unprofitable wiſhes, I receive my dear Arſaces with as much thankfulneſs as I ow 
to thoſe powers that have reſtored him to me ; and in his perſon alone, I without 
murmuring limit all che pretenfions Thad to the greateſt Prince of all the world. My 
Princeſs brought forth theſe words with ſo ſweet an air, and fo fall of compaſſion, that 
they wrought an'extraordinary tenderneſs in me, and though in thoſe glorious moments, 
my 
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my ſad remembrances were not able to interrupt my felicity, I could not forbear with my 
lighs to accompany thoſe tears that Pity Race her ſhed, and taking the liberty to fix my 


ſips upon one of her fair hands ; I have t nothing, Madam, ( faid I) Ihave loſt no- 
thing, lince Fortune, in depriving me of all that depended upon her, has not been able to 
cob me of what I without compariſon prefer before all ſhe could poſſibly give me. 'Tis 
true that Darius and the Queen my Mocher are in their Graves, that my Sitters are Alex- 
anders Caprtives, that my fathers Dominions are in the power of our Enemies, and that 
he, who at his departure wgs able to protelt to you, that you were ſerv'd by a Prince, 
who was Heir to a conliderable Empire, cannot now appear before you as other than as a 
Prince diſpoſſeſled of his Inheritance , and as a Prince to whom fortune hath left no- 


' thing but his Sword and his Ambition ; but how light are all theſe lofles, ſince they have 


not been able to make me loſe the affeQions of my divineſt Princeſs - and how little 
ought I to bewail choſe Empires the Gods have taken from me, if I conſider what your 
goodneſs has conſerv'd for me 2? Yes, Madam, 'tis to your goodneſs alone that I am indebt- 
ed for my life and fortune, and any other body, leſs good, and leſs generous than your ſelf, 
would not have look'd upon this change of my condition, without a change in her own 
thoughts ; nor have receiv'd this miſerable Exile, as a Prince, who yet may cheriſh his 
former glorious hopes. I conſider you a great deal more by your Virtue, ( replied the 
Princeſs ) and by the qualities of your Perſon, than by the extent of thoſe Empires, which 
hererofore were the King your Fathers ; and if the knowledge of your Birth was neceſla- 
ry to make me approve of your affeQion, that is not loft with your Dominions, nor has 
Fortune depriv'd you of any thing that made me love you. That change would be too 
baſe to tick one minute in my conceit, or to be ſo much az dream'd of by Oroondates 


his Siſter ; therefore never make any refletion upon a thought that offends me, and if in 


my perſeverance you can find any matter of conſolation, believe that you ſhall for ever 
have reaſon to be comforted , and that I to my Grave will preſerve thoſe inclinations, 
which only Artaxerxes his Perſon, and not the conlideration of his Kingdoms, has in- 
troduc'd into my heart. I was ſo ſweetly charm'd with theſe obliging —_ that they in 
an inftant made me loſe the remembrance of my misfortunes , and falling once again at 
my Princeſs's feet, I embraced her knees, with Raptures which cannot be expreſſed bur in 
the like occaſions. Let Alexander triumph over our patrimony, ( ſaid 1) let him ftretch 
his Dominions over all Aſia, nay, over all the Earth if he will ; how little do Iefteem his 
Conqueſt? how lightly do I value his Fortune, in compariſon of mine 2? and how freely do 
Igive upto him all chat he has injuſtly taken from me, provided he leave me but Berenice ? 

y condition 1s a thouſand times more glorious at her feet, than upon that Throne from 
whence mine Enemies have caſt me , and if I ever take up Arms againſt them, it ſhall be 


. only to revenge my Friends, and to make my ſelf more worthy of my Prince(s's affeRi- 


LIMI 


ons. I ſhould have ſaid more, if Berenice, forcing me once again to riſe, had nor inter- 
rupted me, to put me upon the Diſcourſe of what I had done the Day before for her deli- 
yerance, and for the ſafety of the King her Father. She extoll'd that Aftion in terms full 
of a great acknowledgement, and ſeeing ſhe was going to inlarge her ſelf in thanks, 
Ceaſe, Madam, (ſaid I) ceaſe to thank Arſaces, for what he did for Arſaces ; *Tis for Ar- 
ſacomes to return me ſome few thanks for his ſafety ; *tis for Stratonice, and for the King 
to preſerve ſome memory of it ; but Berenice is no way ingaged to me, ſave only by 
that part, which her goodneſs makes her take in my intereſts , for what I have done to 
my own advantage. 'Twas only from Arſaces, that Cidaris would have ftoln away Be- 
renice , and (ince that ſhe approves my hopes, tis only for Arſaces that I have reſcued 
her. That unworthy Rival ought not to have Died by any other hand but mine , and if 
my Princeſs ought to keep any other remembrance of this Adventure, 'tis only that ſhe ſaw 
Arſaces do better than Arſacomes, for the defence of his pretenlions, and for the ſafety 
of the King her Father. Ir would have been one of the moſt ſenſible Vexations I could 
have ſuffer'd, (ſaid the Princeſs) if the ſuccour we receiv'd from you had come from the 
hand of Arſacomes : *'Tis only to Artaxerxes that I will be oblig'd , both for the ſafe 
of my Friends, and of mine own particular Life ; I ſay my Life, for though perchance thoſe 
Enemies had no deſign againſt it, I ſhould account it an indifferent thing to fall into the 
arms of Death, or into the arms of any other belides Artaxerxes. I give you this aſſu- 
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rance with truth, ( continued the Princeſs, ſeeing me tranſported with joy at this diſ- 
courſe) and you have reaſon to believe , that 'tis only for your ſelt alone that you have 


reſcued Berenice ; nay further, I will proteligFJou by all that is dearelt to me, that the. 


ſorrows which your abſence, the fear of thoſe Tangers into which you were going to pre- 
Cipitate your ſelf, and the news of your loſſes, have made me ſuffer, could not be equall's, 
except by the joy I receiv'd at your Recurn, bur a Return which you have made remark- 
able by a ſervice the King can never forget, and which muſt of necetlity Rifle in his breait 
the hatred he bears your Fatnily, if he be not the molt obdurate, and the mott ingratef,l 
o* all Men living. The Princeſs accompanied theſe words with many others, which I 
could not anſwer but with tranſport and extalie : And after this firſt converſation, ſhe 
needs would have me give her an account of my Voyage, and make her the Recital of all 
that had befallen me lince my departure. I obeyed her pun&ually, and in the ſad paſſages 
. , « * n D 
of my Narration, I ſaw her ſo nearly touch'd, chat I chereby receiv'd no light marks of 
that affetion, which from thence forward was to make up my whole. Fortune, and be to 
me in the ſtead of Parents, of Empires, and of whatſoever the Anger of Heaven had 
taken from me. 

Arſaces was in this part of his Story, when the Princeſs Berenice, accompanied with 
Apamia and Cleone, came into the chamber , Tuey that kept the door of the Tent, knew 
very well that Princeſs was not comprehended in the Order which had been given them, 
and of thoſe three Perſons there was not one that could be thought unfit to hear Arſaces 
his diſcourſe : As ſoon as they entred, the Princes, who were litting by Arſaces his Bed- 
ſide, roſe up to ſalute them, and the two Wounded ones receiv'd them with a great deal of 
joy,rthe motions whereof nevertheleſs were a little different. Arſaces could not tee his Prin- 

ceſs without ſome inward alteration, or rather without ſome kind of tranſport ; and Be- 

renice could not behold Arſaces in'a much better ſtate of health, than ſhe had hoped for 
in ſo ſhort time, without ſhewing ſome ligns of ſuch -4 contentment, as a bare good mill 
is not able to produce. When ſhe had likewiſe receiv'd an aflurance from the Princes 
mouths, of the amendment of their Wounds, ſhe tate down, and Apamia, and Cleone 
with her, upon Seats that were brought them. Berenice was goins to fall into ſome diſ- 
courſe, when the Prince her Brother, not being willing to be diverted from their former 
entertainment, oppoſed her intention ; Siſter, ( ſaid he ) content your ſelf that the trou- 
bleſome paſſage you ſo much apprehended, has been related in your abſence, and that we 
have heard you have lov'd, without your being pur to the pain to tell itus. Fear not Siſter, 
( continued he, ſeeing Berenice's face o'r-ſpread at theſe words with a glowing Colour) 
you would have more cauſe to Bluſh if one could reproach you with having been fo 
blind, as not to know the admirable qualities of this Prince, with having been ingrate- 
ful for the obligations we have to him ; and in ſhort, with having been able to ſee, and 
know Artaxerxes without loving him. Do not hinder us from hearing the reſt of his 
Adventures, and hearken to the ſhare you have in them without interrupting us. Arſace 
accompanied theſe words of Oroondates with a molt humble and beſeeching look, which 
ſeem'd to beg pardon of his Princeſs, for the confeſſion he had made to the company of 
the affetion ſhe bore him ; and ſeeing that they were all ſetled again in ſilence, and that 
they diſpoſed themſelves to attention, he went on thus with his Diſcourſe. 


The End of the ſecond Book. ws 
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T is true, my faireſt Princeſs, that beinz odlig'd to this Recital by the com- 
mand of my dear Brother, I have declared to this illuſtrious company the 
teltimonies you gave me of your affection ; but they are not ignorantstiat 
'rwas to the remembrance of Oroondates, you granted what could never 
be due tothe ſervices, or perſon of Artaxerxes, and that y6ur inclination 
to a Brother ſo worthy of your love, mads you look upoa the paſſion of his 

dear friend and brotner, more advaatageoully than you would have done upon that of the 

Prince of Periia. : 

Tae ligns I receiv'd of the continuance of my Princeſles good will, ( pultſued Arſaces, 
turning toward Oroondates, and the reſt of the company ) were fo precious to me, that TI 
really believ'd I had no reaſon to complain againit heaven, waich did fo fully recompence 
me for the loſs of thoſe Empires it had depriv'd me of ; and being by my Princeſſes or- 
ders retired with this knowledge, to the lodgings that were appointed for me in the Pa- 
lace, I iniploy'd the relt of rat day, conlidering in that the greatneſs from whence I was 
fallen, had not in its molt pompous luftre, had any thing comparable to my preſent feli- 
city. Ir belongs to none but tue gods ( ſaidTI) ro do miraculous ations, and as great 
and powerful as they are, they could not make me amends for the greatneſs of my loſles, 
but by the greatneſs of that fortune to which they now have raiſed me ; havins taken 
fro .. me whatſoever they coald take away, they give me whatſoever they could give me 
of molt great, and of molt beautiful, and in ſhorc, they give me all that 1 cold delire, 
and more than I could lawfully hope for, let them beitow the Empires of Aſia, and of 
Europe on wiom they pleaſe, provided they leave but Berenice ro fortanate Arſace;, he 
never will accuſe them of injultice, but will without envy beuold the abſoln:te Auchority 
of thoſe Matters of the whole eartiz. Theſe really were my thoughts ; and Fortune, who 
by ſach glorio15 rokens made me believe ſhe meant to declare her (elf in my favour, for- 
ſook me not in thoſe beginnings, but made all things contribute to t'1e happineſs ſhe had 
frocured me. That ſervice I had done the King, ftnding him prepoſleſſed with ſome 
00d opinion of rae, and with ſome affection to me, wrought preſently the moſt power- 
ful effect one could have hoped for by it, from the molt grateful Prince in the world - 
and if at my former Voyaze I had beea held in ſome conlideration at Covrt, this la 
Action, added to the inclination which the King had already toward me, raiſed me there 
to ſuc'1 a credit, that to repreſent it to you ina tew words, I may traly ſay, that within 
o2e moneth, Arſacomes had no advantage over me; and had it not been or tie power 
of the Queen, 1 ſhoald withoat diſpute have held the firlt place in che Kinos eſteem and 
affeion, 'Tis trac, I laboit'd not to make my ſelf great by Office; and Imployments, 
for havins thoughts very far diſtant from choſe, I was ſatisfied with cauſing that to be gi- 
ven to others ( as mach as I could without abuſing the Kings favour towards me ) wich 
men, wi1o had been ſlaves to an Ambition differeat from mine, wo'ld perc :;ance have 
kept for their own ſelves. Tais manner of carriage, adder to-the good forru:1e I had at 
hat time, gain'd me a reaſonable 300d number of friends in the Court, and I did ſo little 
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treſpaſs upon their friendſhip, or upon the compliance which the eſtate of my condition 
oblis'd chem to render me, that amongſt them all, I never obſerv'd any one to grow cold 
toward me, or diſcontented. Arſacomes envied my fortune, but he durit not crob it 
openly, remembring that he was indebted to me for his life ; and the Queen his lifter, 
who had tne ſame obligation, and who was an extreme cumming and Politick Princeſs, 
wouldnot thwart the Kings inclinations, wiich ſhe knew to be very potent toward me. 
As Arſacomes his envy of fie was nouriſh'd in him by certain conliderations; ſo my a- 
verſion to him was increafed by divers others; and though I could not love himzbecauſe he 
was my Rival, and a Rival very troubleſome to my Princeſs, yer durlt Inot expreſs my en- 
mity, for fear of diſcovering the cauſe of it, and *'twas with a ſtrange conſtraint I ſuffer'g 
his daily pablick demonttrations of love to the daughter of his King. 1 found ſome 
conſolation indeed inher behaviour towards him, and every day obſerv'd with joy, that 
his preſumption could not be more juſtly recompenced than it was by her. She never 
Save him an obliging word, ſhe never did any Action that was favourable to him, and fo 
carefully avoided all occalions of being alone with him, that he could never entertain her 
but in company ; he being of a haughty, impetuous humour, this ofren made him over- 
ſhoot himſelf, but not having utterly loſt his judgement, he ſtrove to moderate his Re- 
ſentments by his ſiſters advice, and remembring he was the King of Scythia's ſubjeR, he 
conſidered, that if the cauſes of his fortune ſhould come to ceaſe, he might fall from his 
Authority, and be in a condition to ſtiffer tae puniſhment due to his inſolence. The 
Example of Cydaris was freſh in his memory, and though he could not abaſe himſelf fo 
low as to fear a deſtiny like his, yet that remembrance was enough to make ſome impre(- 
fion in his mind, Though Arſacomes was ill ſatisfied with Berenice, I for my part had 
all manner of reaſon to acknowledge her goodneſs, and lince ſhe gives me leave to 
ſtrain a point of diſcretion, to publiſh my Advantages, I may tell you, that I never wiſh'd 
more happineſs than I truly poſleſled at that time ;- and that my adored Princeſs did in 
my favour ſlacken the Rein to all thoſe teſtimonies of affeRion I could delire from 0 
ſublime a virtue. Yet were they all limited to words alone, and to the endeavours ſhe 
nſed to afford me all the means ſhe could to ſee her, and diſcourſe with her at liberty, 
That was not very hard for her todo : for in the condition I then flood with. the Kinz, 
and in the belief the Scythians had, that ſhe was oblig'd to me for her ſafery, and per- 
chance for her honour, lince the time that I had reſcued her out of the hands of the 
treacherous Princeſs of the Tauro-Scythians, no body thought ſtrange that ſhe allow'd 
me entrance into her Chamber, and ſufter'd my company when ſhe went abroad. Cylle- 
nia aſſifted me in thoſe occalions, with an aftection for which I ſhall be indebted to her as 
Jong as TI live, and my dear Theodates had ſacrificed himſelfwholly to my intereſts. True 
it is, that in my Encounters I had endeavour'd to repay him part of the 00d Offices I re- 
ceiv'd from him, by others which I did him to the King, and that I made that Prince bet- 
rer acquainted with his virtues, than he had been formerly; but belides thoſe opportunities 
whereby I ſtrove to teltifie my friendſhip, another offter'd it ſelf, wherein I was not uſelefs 
to him. He became paſſionately in love with the Princeſs Theomiris, the daughter of Prince 
Carthaſ(i: the Kings brother, an exceeding fair and virtuous Ladie, and moſt dearly be- 
fov'd of Berenice, who, belides nearneſs of blood, thought her ſelf oblig'd to bear her a 
great deal of good will, by the knowledge ſhe had of her excellent qualities. Theodate: 
was not only conſiderable in Scythia by his birth and virtue, but was alſo extraordinary 
handſom, and well might gain the affeRions of that Princeſs, without any other affilt- 
ance ſave that of his own merit ; but I too dearly preſerv'd the memory of what I ow'd 
him, to nezle& any occaſion to requite it, and as ſoon as his patſion was known to me, 
Iimploy'd all the credit I had with my Princeſs, to make her ule all the interelt ſhe had 
with Theomiris. Berenice receiv'd my interceſſion without any repugnance, and being 
of her ſelf melt ready to oblige Theodates, ſhe labour'd to advance his ſute with a great 
deal of goodneſs, and with a great deal of ſucceſs. In the mean time the Kings favour 
towards me increaſed from day to day, and though the Prince was ever govern'd by 
his own motions, rather than by the counſel of any about him, and that he never gave 
his favourite ſo much power over his mind, but that he ever kept firm to his own Reſo- 


lutions, he ſeem'd then to have receded from his maxims in favour of me, and that even 
Th 
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in the moſt important affairs, he had a greater opinion of my advice, than he had ever 
had of any other bodies. 1 will have che Scythians honour Arſaces, (ſaid he) both zs the 
avelt, moſt valiant of all men living, (they were the terms which his affection made 
on unjaltly uſe ) and as he to whom they ow the ſatery of their King, and of all the roy- 
al Family. Not being contented with many conliderable gitts, which he heap'd upon me 
every day, he to his former liberalities, and to the .xceſive Riches he had already be- 
fttow'd upon me, would needs add the Provinces which Cidaris and his brother had loft, 
when they lot their lives, and which by their traiterous, horrible Attempt, return'd unto 
the Crown, their Atraindure having excluded all the Survivors of rheir Houſe, from any 
lawfal pretenſions to them. I durit not oppole his Liberalities, for fear of angring him, 
and of giving him ſuſpicion of my true quality, by ſeeming to contemn them. He had 
oftentimes been offended with the little reckoning I made of Preſents of that nature, 
and by the advice of the Princeſs her ſelf, I would not put my ſelf in hazard of diſplea- 
fing him. Theodates confirm'd me in that Reſolution, and when he prefled me moſt 
earneſtly to it, Dear Theodates ( ſaid I) I will not accept of this Province, but upon con- 
dition, that you will receive i” from me when I am once in a capacity to offer it you, and 
that ( continued I ſmiling ) ſhall be the Ranſom of your Priſoner, if the gods permit him 
not to ſatisfie you better. Theodates, who knew how to deſpiſe that kind of Riches, an- 
ſwered me very generouſly, and by the Kings Example, tegan to call me the Prince of the 
Tauro-Scyrhians : But they had hardly given me that name, when it was known in 
Court, I ſhould not bear that Title without diſpute ; tor news came thither that Amalis 
the younger brother to Cidaris, and he with whom Bandamis had threatned us when he 
died, had begun to execute part of thoſe menaces, and after having lien a while con- 
ceal'd in that Province, to make a party, whereby he pretended either to reyenge the 
death of his Brothers, or to keep poſleſſion of thoſe Territories which had belons'd to 
his Family, he had at laſt perſwaded the Tauro-Scythians to riſe, and having under falſe 
and ſpecious pretences made their Neighbours the Agatirſians take up Arms with them, 
had got an Army together of above fifty thouſand men, wherewith he prepar'd himſelf 
toenter into the neareſt Provinces, Either to get them to revolt with him, or to uſe all 
Atts of Hoſtility againſt them. As ſoon as- the noiſe of this Inſurreftion was come to 
Idedon, and that the King had receiv'd the certainty of it, he, without be ng troubled, 
began diligently to provide thoſe Remedies that were needful, and ſummoning the near- 
eſt Troops, whereot he could compoſe an Army, was pleaſed that I ſhould have the Ho- 
nour to command them : not but that among his own ſubjects he might have made a bet- 
ter choice; yet whether it were thar his affetion to me gave him too advantageous an 
opinion of my ſuſhciency, or that having giyen me that Province, he believ'd me to be 
more concern'd in the preſervation of it than any body elſe, ſo it is, that he preferr'd me 
for that imployment, before thoſe that ſued to him for it. I know not how to preſent to 
yo1 in what manner I receiv'd it. On the one (ide, I was not a little ſatisfhed to find ſo 
remarkable an occation, to deſerve thoſe favours the King conferr'd upon me, and to 
eſtabliſh my ſelf more and more, by the ſervices I hop'd todo him, in that affeion 
which was ſo neceſlary for me, both toward the accompliſhment of my happineſs with 
Berenice, and toward the means of recovering, with part of mire honour, ſome part al- 
lo of Darius his Empires ; but on the other lide, I was not leſs aflited to go from Bere- 
nice, and though I foreſaw not rhat that abſence would be of ſo long continuance as it 
prov'd, I could not reſolve upon it without a molt ſenlible grief. But there was a neceſh- 
tyof it, and in that ſorrow, I met with ſome conſolations, which did in part abare its vio- 
lence. We ſhall fight for the King of Scyrhia (ſaid 1) it has pleaſed Fortune that we 
have not been uſeleſs to his ſervice already, but when we ſhall have let him ſee how we 
can lead an Army for his intereſts, perchance he will not refufe to give us another for the 
defence of oyr own, and that by the importance of the ſervices we ſhall do him, we may 
vot that hatred out of his mind, waich Kill continues in it againſt the remnant of Da- 
fins his Family. Go then Arſaces, ſince ſo many reaſons oblige thee to it, go conquer the 
reſt of thoſe that wold have murthered the King, and violently have ſtolen away Be- 
reaice; and if thou canſtnot part with that Princeſs without ſorrow, ſweeten at te that 
row by the Krowledoe thou haſt, that thou art goins to fight for her Father, that 
thou 
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thou art going to fight for her, and that thou art going to fight for thy ſelf. With this 
kind of diſcourſe I took comfort in the trouble which chat abſence was preparing for me, 
and in the incerim rold the King that I would endeavour by the hazard of all my 
bloud to make'my (clf worthy of tte employment he gave me, and either would return 
victorious over his Enemies, or elſe nor recurn at all,- I doubt nor ( ſaid the King ) bur 
that you are certain of the Victory, and that they mult be neither Rebels nor Traitours 
that can re.ilt the valoar of Arſaces. In the mean time, my departure was hatten'd with 
all poſſible diligence, and every day till then, I had the happi eſs to ſee, and to entertain 
my Princeſs. If I dare take the libercy to ſay fo, her grief ſeem'd lictle lefs than mine, 
nor did ſhee ſee me ready to go into dangers, without ſhewing a ſealibility, that was moxe 
ſweer, and more obliging to me, than all the honours, and gitrs of Provinces which I re- 
ceiv'd from the King her father ; but ſhe tound her conſolarions in mine, when I reprey 
ſented thoſe Advantages to her, wherewith the cruelty of that abſence was tobe allayed.. 
Taeodates wou!d not have let me go without him, but knowing his quality, and that 
after the imployments he had tormerly had, he could not march in an Army without 
commanding it, or doing himſelf a great deal of wrong, I oppoſed his friendly inten- 
tion, and jintreated him to continue at Court to ſerve Tacomiris, and to ſerve me alſo 
with Bereaice, lince he was the only man from whom I could receive any affiſtance in 
that bulineſs. They were thele lalt conliderations that made him yield to itzhis friendſhip 


to me making him deſpiſe the firſt. The night before my departure being come, receiv'd ' 


Orders from the King, and took my leave of him, which he gave me not without ſome 
tears, nor without ſuch Endearments as thoſe that were nearelt to him could hardly hope 
for from him. Go, Arſaces, ( ſaid he ) go quell our enemies, reſtore quietneſs to the Pro- 
vince which your virtue has given you,and teltihie to the remoteſt Scythians, that *tis only 
to the gallantelt of all mortals their King is indebted for his ſafety. Yet have a care ofa 
life which is very dear to us, and think not ſo much of conquering, but that vou may alſo 
think of bringing Arſaces home to us again. I ſhall conquer, Sir, (replied I) lince your 
Majeity commands me to do ſo, and the remotelt Scythian ſhall know, *ris the viRorious 
ſword of their King, rather than the hand of Arſaces, that puniſhes them for their perti- 
dioaſneſs. After I had left the King, I gave the remainder of the day to the vilits of my 
friends, and when night was come, my Princeſs had the goodneſs to permit me to pals 
part of it in her Chamver, with Theodates, and Cyllenia. It would be very hard for me 
to repeatall the diſcourſes to you which we had at that ſeparation, and 'beins they took 
up many hours, leſs time would not be neceſlary to tell you chem. - My Princeſs out of an 
exceſs of goodneſs, was atflicted at my departure, and by the ſame $oodneſs ſhe com- 
forted her ſelf and me wich hope ot che fruit I ſhould reap by my voyage. I go, Ma- 
dam, ( faid I) to labour for the Repole of Scythia, and for my own; ; hope alone 
ſweetens the Violence of my griet ; and at this ſeparation, I ſhold not be to be com- 
forted, if I did not believe, tiat Heaven ſeparates us only to reunite us the more firmly. 
Ie cannot favour me with its alliſtance, in tne imployment che Kin: gives me, without ad- 
vancing my happineſs, and when the King ſhall knowT am tae fon of Darius, he will 
perhaps remember I have done ſomerhing tor his ſervice. Upon that remembrance, next 
to yours, my lovely Princeſs, my whole fortune will depend, and lince I leave it totally 
at your feet, 'tis at your feet I hope to find it at my Return, but *tis only to your good- 
neſs that I ought to recommend it; yes, fairelt Princeſs, only to your goodneſs, and 
ſince you have been generous enough to receive the baniſh'd, the undone, the miſerable 
Arſaces as Prince Artaxerxes, you will alſo without doubt be genero1s enough to main- 
tain him in the glorious condition to which you have raiſed him, this hope not only 
ſweetens all my ſorrows, but makes me look without envy upon Alexanders Victories, 
and would make me find advantages in my lofles, if I had rot ſome compaſſion of my 
friends, and if my Reputation were not intereſled in their fall. Preſerve that for me 
therefore, my. divine Princeſs, which Arſacomes, which Stratonice would cruelly take 
from me ; and remember, that I cannot yield my pretenlions to them, nor to any body 1N 
the world, without quitting my life rogerher with them. Have a care of your ſelf ( re* 
plied the Princeſs ) that you may as well preſerve your ſelf for Bereaice, as you delire ſhe 
ſhould preſerve her ſelf totally for you ; and do you relift the unjuſt motions of your 
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courase , as well as ſhe will reliſt che importunities of Arſacomes, and Stratonice. If 
your remembrance of me make you more wary in fight, and if my intereſt make you $0 
into dangers with more moderation than you are wont , Il combat here for you with 
all the afluraiice, and all the ſucceſs you can delire. In this, Arſaces, I ſhall follov: my own 
inclinations as much as your recommendation ; but remember, that I will be obey'd in 
what I demand of you, and that 1 ſhall be ſuſhciently afflicted by your abſence, without 
beings tormented with the fears of the peril you are in. My Princeſs accompanied theſe 
words with many others, no leſs ooliging, and by thoſe ſweer marks of my felicity, ſhe 
made me know, that nothing bur my departure tindred me from being the moſt forcu- 
nate of all Men living. I took leave of her, with eftects of grief which all my conſtancy 
could not hinder 4 and before I went out of her Chamber, I receiv'd a Skarf from her, 
part of which ſhe had wrought with her own hand, and with which I believ'd I ſhould be 
invincible againſt rhe molt valiant Enemies. At laftI was fain to depart, and being re- 
tir'd with my dear Theodates, I ſpent almott all the reſt of the Night in recommending 
my Life and Fortune to him, which next to Berenice, I lettin no other hands bur his. 

By break of Day, my Lodging was full of Perſons chat came to bid me farewell , and of 
the chief Officers of the Army that were to go along with me ; I took my leave of thoſe, 
and put my ſelf at the head of theſe, who generally expreſled their joy for the imploy- 
ment that was given me , and made me ſee, that tor all I was a ſtranger, I had gain'd their 
affetious enough to hope for a great deal of good will, and obedience amonstt them. 
I anſwer'd the offers they made me of their ſervice, with all the civility I could poſfibly, 
and indeavour'd to carry my felt towird them as Arſaces, whom only the King's favour 
had raiſed above them, rather than as Artaxerxes, who once was heir to the Empire of 
Alia, This manner of behaviour perteded the winning of their affeions, and they 
march'd with a fatisfaftion, whereat I my ſelf had cauſe to be very well ſatisfied. I 
will not here make a particular Relation of the number of the Forces I commanded ; 
They were the very ſame, Brother, wherewita you afterward went to fight againſt Zo- 
pirio, and by the Muſter of them which I made two days march from Ifledon, I found they 
conliſted of forty thouſand Horſe, drawn out of many ſeveral parts of Scythia. The 
Scythians you know ſeldom uſe Foot, and never draw forth any biit upon thoſe Expedi- 
tions, wherein they mean to imploy their utmolt ſtrength. We made very great marches 
direAtly to Mount Taurus , and though I knew not thoſe Countries, I had Men with me 
who were acquainted even with the molt unuſual paſlages ; and by the former Voyase I 
made with the Seythians under Theodates, I had ſo well learn'd their Cuitomes, and their 
manner of Fight, that I was no more troubled amongit them, than I ſhould have been 
amonsgtt the Per{ians. The King had given me divers perſons of quality, and command, 
but amongſt them all, he thar I made moit account of, was the good old Cleoreſtes, 
Araxes his Father, whom I had particularly demanded of him, and whom I loy'd ex- 
ceedinoly, both for the conlideration of his Son whom I had known, and efteem'd in 
Perlia, and for that of his own Virtue ; Belides, that his quality was conliderable in Scy= 
thia , he was much to be valued for his Perſon, and there were but few Souldiers in te 
Kingdom that had more experience than he, or a more perfe& knowledge in marters of 
War: And indeed I preferr'd his counſel before all the reit, and gave him the imploy- 
ments of greateſt conſequence. I'l ſhorten the Recital of this War, as mach as conve=- 
niently I ca, and only tell you the moſt remarkable Events of it. We arriv'd at the 
Frontiers of the Tauro-Scythians without difficulty ; but when we would have entred, we 
found it defended by ſome Troops which Amalis had left to guard it. The number of men 
was not reac, tt the places were very advantageo's for them, and that was it which put 
us to ſome trouble in Conquering them, and made us loſe ſome Men about it, ' Yet did we 
overcome thoſe firſt Obſtacles, and after a ſharp Encounter remain'd Maſters of the 
Field, by the death of "thoſe that defended it, who never turn'd their backs, nor ever 
demanded quarter. The entry into this Province being free by this firſt ſucceſs , we ad- 
vanc'd tn reaſonable good order toward the Town, near which Amalis tay Incamp'd ; 
but I found that War would not ealily be brought to a concluſion, and by the firſt judg- 
meat I had been able to make of men of that Nation, I conjeftur'd that they would des 
end all their places to the utmoſt , and that that Expedition would preve much —_ 
- jo 
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than had been imagined. Scarce had we made a days march towards Amaſis, when we 
heard he was comins to meet us ; and having fancied, that the knowledge of the Coun- 
try, and their being treſh,” would give his men tie advantage over troops tired out with 
marching , he delired nothirig bur to give us Battel, 1 praited the Gods for that happy 
forwatdins of our intentions, and told my companions that we could not wiſh tor any 
thins more advantageous, than the occalion of putting a ſpeedy end to the War , which 
by other means our Enemies might draw out in length. 1 found them all as reſolute, and 
as confident as I could delire ; but ſeeing that the Forces I had to lead were a Kings, 
whoſe affection I indeavour'd to keep , and that upon the ſucceſs of that Day, depended 
the beginning of that reputation I hop'd to gain with him, and with it the Eitabl.ſhmene 
and Repoſe of my whole Life, I was not willing raſhly to hazard matters of that impor- 
tance, but reſolv'd to ſeek out Advanta,es, in all che counſels prudence could afford us, 
When we were certain that Amalis was advancing towards us with all che haſte he could, 
2nd with a firm Reſolution to give us Bartel ; Let us put them to the whole trouble, ( ſaid 
I tro my chief Commanders ) and ler him weary his Men to come up to us, while we 
chuſe a place to Fight in, that may be for our advantage, and there wee'l reſt our Men 
and Horſes, all the time that our Enemies are marching thither, This counſel being a 

roved of, we incamped in a fair Plain, and having a long Hill upon our right hand, and a 

; tcle River behind us, we left tae Front, and the left Flank open to the Enemies approach, 
Searce had we reſted there two days, waich were ſpent in neceflary preparations, when 
our Scouts brought us intelligence that Amalis: was coming to quarter that Night within a 
' hundred Furlongs of us, and that the next Day he would offer us Battel. This news 
wrought nothing in the courage of our Troops, but a generous impatience; and an ar- 
deat delire to have a bout with thoſe daring Rebels ; They ſhew'd a thouſand ligns of 
it, and in the interim, I was carefull to forger nothing that belong'd to my charse, and 
ſpent the whole time I had remaining, to put all things in the order we could delire, 
leoreſtes took off much of that trouble from me , and with him Le&aris, Mazentes, 
Amiſoras, and pany others, in whom for their Experience and Valour, I had a great deal 
of confidence. The report our Scouts had brought in, prov'd very true , for the Enemies 
Army incamp'd ſo near us that Day, that in the. Night-time our fore-moſt Troops heard 
their ſhouts, and diſcover'd ſome of their fires. As foon as Day began to appear, the Scy- 
thians made all the Plain to eccho with the ſound of their Inſtruments , and the Officers 
bufying themſelves diligently about the Orders I had given them, drew up their Squa- 
drons according to the Scythian diſcipline. Their form was exceeding terrible, and of 
all the Souldiers I ever ſaw, never did 1 meet with any that prepar'd themſelves to Fight 
with a confidence like theirs. I wore a ſute of Arms that Day which the King had given 
me at my departure, the work of them was excellent, and the matter very rich ; but Be- 
renice's Scarf was my molt pompous Orr.ament. Having learn'd in part what order our 
Enemies kept with their Troops, 1 drew mine into three Bodies, whereof I took the firſt 
my ſelf, and gave the two others to Cleoreſtes and Mazentes, and when they were all ina 
readineſs, I rode bare-headed along the Front of every Diviſion, and imploy'd all the 
eloquence the Gods had given me, to repreſent all the Reaſons that might animate them 
to the Battel. M ſpeech was not without effe&t, for by good fortune I had-fo gain'd 
the amy ang: | Officers and Souldiers, that they cried out aloud, I ſhould lead them 
to the Enemy, and that they fear'd not to be overcome, while they fonght under Arſaces. 
Seeing them ſo Gallantly reſolv'd, I would not detain them longer, but covering my Head 
with a Cask over-ſhadowed with white Plumes, and with a Horſe-tail which fell upon my 
ſhoulders, I arm'd my left hand with a weighty ſhield, and my right with a couple of 
Javelins, and putting my ſelf at the head of my Bartallion, march'd toward the Enemies, 
when. they. were already beginning to advance. The interview of the two Armies, 
cauſed a dreadful noiſe of Voices and Inſtruments, bur when after 'we had incourag'd 


them for the laſt time, we gave them the liberty to charge, they cloſed with a impecuouſ- 


neſs, which admits of no compariſon. The Enemy had but little Infancry 'as well as we, 
and ſo the Fight was equal. between che Armies : for though that of our Enemies was 
ſtronger than qurs in numbers of men, ours was juſtified by the goodneſs of its cauk 

and by the valour of many gallant Officers I had with me. The Body I commanded - 
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ſowell, as it preſently broke*through that which was before us > and havins routed all che 
$quadrons of ity WE, AITEr a great deal of Execution, got as far as their Baggage. The 
Scyrhians woald bave fall'n to Pluncer , but I forbad them till, atrer the clzar iN1e of the | 
Batiel, and it was very bappy I d1d fo, for ſcarce had we .obtain'd that advantage, when we 
heard chat Mazentes his Bactalioa had given back, before that which Amalis commanded 
in Perſon , ad tnat our Enemies General had gain'd an advantaze little differeat from 
ours. This news made us face about rowards them that ſtood in need of our affiitance, 
and lcavins thoſe we had deteated at liberty, either to fly, or rally , we went to fly upon 
conquering Amatis, with a tury which he could nor eatily withſtand. If I did nor fear to 
offend moceity, I ſhould fay, that the powertul interelt which $1uided me in thar Combat 
made me do tizings that are not ordinary, aud that peradventvre I contributed fomerhins 
toward the winning of tuat Bartel, Mazentes, who was not utterly defeated, recover* 
coura5e at our arrival, and while Cleoreltes with his Body mace Sood our advanta5e 
againit hm tuar was to oppole him, we gave Amalis {o {marc and lo tortunate a charge, 
that we quickly raiſed our party again. All the Forces drew inſealibly to that place, and 
'twas wita a great deal of Blood, and with the Death ot Many thouſand Men that the 
Victory was taere diſputed. 1 animated our valiant Warriers the*motlt that poſſibly I 
could, and aiter having told chem what they ow'd to their honor, to the ſervice of their 
King, and to their own latety, which by reaſon of the River that was at their back, they 
could not hope tor otherwiſe than by Victory endeavour'd ro incite them to it by my 
ample, and not ſparing to hazard my Life in their preſence, I by the confidence I 
ſhew'd, oblig'd them ro ſecond me generouſly. I did nor itrive to meet with. Amalis; 
for remembring that twoof the three Brothers had been flain by my hand already, I 
ſouglir not an occalion to ſhed the remainder of the Blood of that Hoſe. Why ſhould 
I hold you aty longer ? After we had foaghr long and vigoroully, the Vitory declared it 
ſelf for our party » and Amalis knowing that fortune was contrary to him, fac'd about 
with ſome of his men; and by flight, ſought either for his own ſafery, or for the means of 
F.ghting anocher time. In the laſt Rout che ſlaughter was very great, and the Scyrhians, 
who naturally love Blood, and who ſeldome ſpare their Enemies, committed cruelties, 
which in many places it was impoſſible for me to hinder; yet did Ido allI could, and 
where I chanc'd to come, it was not without ſucceſs. Our ViRory was fo abſolute, that 
of tifry thouſand men, whereof the Enemies Army was compoſed, there were thirty thou- 
fad flain upoa the place, and we lott not above'two thouſand of ours. After the Event 
of this Batrel, 'a litcle Town, which was not many Furlongs from us, open'd its Gates 
without re.itance, and there we refreſh'd our ſelves for a few days, drefled oxr Wounded 
meu, aad put our Forces _ inorder to proſecate the Victory. I had receiv'd ſome 
hurts, but ſuch light ones, that I kept not my Bed above four or five days. Our Army was 
incamp'd near the Wall, and all the principal Officers, with the wounded Souldiers, were 
lodg'd within the Town, where care was taken for Vietual, and for neceſlary ſuuliitance. 
I then had reaſon enough to be ſatished withmy Fortune , and that happy beginning af 
my Arms advanc'd my De:igns, and raiſed my hopes enough to Ps 5M of my 
diſcontents ; bur the imaze of my Princeſs was ever preſeat co my remembrance, and 
all the joy I could taite by my Vittory, was ſtrongly moderated by my trouble for ker ab- 
lence. I had no body with me to whom I durit impart my thoughts, and though I knew 
the affetion of Criton, who had not forſaken me, and thar I had a great deal of confi- 
dence in ſome Servaats I had receiv'd from Tireodates, yer had I not enough in-either to! 
icquainr them wit! my love, or with my quality , for thoſe were ſecrets of too great im-+ 
_—_ to declare rhem to any body but Theodates and Cyllenia. Yet had1T then a, 
air occalion to write to my Princeſs, and being oblig'd to give the King. an account of 
the happy ifſ1e of that Batcel, and of che condition of our affairs in that Province , I 
would not give that Commiſſion but to one of thoſe faithful ſervants Theodates had put 
to me, and having commanded him not to deliver the Letter I wrote to thar dear tr:end,: 
till lie were alone with him , I ſeal'd up that to. my Princeſs withia it, having had: trial. 
eno1gh of thar-man's affection, to truit him as far as that came to, I writ our Victory to; 
the King in a few words, having given the Meflenger inſtructions to inform him more at; 
large, and ſent nothing to Theodates but new proteſtations of friendſhip, and- recome. 
Eeee mendations 
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mendations of my Fortune ; but the Letter to my Princeſs,» if I can remember it, wasin 
theſe terms, e 


Arſaces to the Princeſs Berenice. 


Ty burn for you, to be at ſo great adiſtance from you, aud to fear inceſſantly to loſe you : 
do you think., fair Princeſs, that theſe are light affiiftions to poor Avſaces, and that 'L. 
love, his abſence, and his apprehenſions, are not capable to grve him that Death, which he has 
wot found amongſt your Enemnues ſwords, becauſe your will ordained him to avoid it ? Fyy 
love, the Gods forbid I ſhowld complain of it, it does, and will ever make my mo#t gloriow 
condition ; for abſence, my duty obliges me to bear it, and it ts by ſerving her Father that I 
onght to make my ſelf worthy of my Princeſs; but my fear hath ſomething in it more crMel, 
and if 1 could be ſecure againſt the misfortunes I apprehend, I ſhould endure the reſt of my 
torments with more courage. 1 do not doubt, dear Princeſs. of the conſtancy of your mind, 
but I dread ſtrong Perſecutions, 1 dread 4 ſoveraign Authority , and I dread the Fortune of 
Arſaces ; yet it 15 altered, ſince it dependeth only upon you, and 1 have had nthing at all to ds 
with chance, ſince you were the maker of my Deſtiny, I expett a hp one from your goodweſy, 
and it is out of that hope, 1 will remember you have umpoſed a command of living, and of return. 
ing upon your faithfull | Arſaces. 


I diſpatch'd this Meſlenger when I had given him ſuch Inſtruions as were necellary, 
and a few days after made the Army diſ-incamp, and we march'd in purſute of Amalis, 
to reduce that Province under the King's obedience, but we were Ropt at the firit Town 
we came to, and all thoſe that had never ſo little ſtrength endured the Siege with mar- 
vellous obitinacy. That relittance protracted the War, and kept us all that Summer in 
the Province of the Tauro-Scythians , while in that of the Agatirlians, Amalis made up 
an Army, partly with the broken Forces he had left, partly with :new Troops leviedin 
thoſe revolted Countries. We were belieging Burſia, when the Meſſenger I had ſentto 
Ifledon came back to us , and brought me anſwers of the Letters he had carried. The 
King wrote to me with praiſes, able to have glutted the ambition of the molt vain-glori- 
ous Man in the world, and promiſed me recompences infinitely above all I could deſerve. 
Theodares gave me confirmations of his afte&tions in the moſt obliging tearms that could 
be invented , aſſured me of rhe continuance of his care, and comforted me with a cer- 
=_ of my Princeſs's perſeverance, and of the little fruit Arſacomes reap'd by all his 
i : but *rwas Berenice's Letter that cauſed my impatiency, and ing it, when] 
had kifled it a thouſand times, I with incredible tranſports of joy read theſe words, 


The Prixceſs Berenice to Arſaces. 


| bf you love me, if you are abſent, and A be in fear for me, you ſuffer nothing, Arſaces, 
which 1 do not ſuffer as well as you; [ may truly proteft, that 1 ams not exempt 

axry of thoſe diſqmiets, which my affettion, the want of your company, and the fear 1 aws in for 
you, can make me feel. In this there 1s a perfett conformity between us ; 1 cannot condensn an 
affettion which 1 have conceived for him, who of all Mep living is moſt worthy of it ; 1 bear 
your abſence out of - the ſame conſiderations that makg you endure mine ; but I kyow not hou 
to defend ney ſelf againſt the fear of loſing you in thoſe dangers, into which you too lightly 
precipitate your ſelf : Secure me, 1 pray you, againſt this apprehenſion, if yow will have me 
ſecure you againſt yours , and thinkof 1 bringing me home Arſaces, if you would find Beremee 
again un the ſame condition wherein you have left her, 


My joy was exceſſive at the reading of this Letter , but ſcarce had I begun to expreſs it 
as eo as I might in the preſence of that Man, when he added aſtoniſhment to joy, by 
the news he brought ; He rold me, that Prince Oroondates, contrary to the expectation 
of all Scythia, was come back to Ifledon , and that when the whole Court was going to 
teſtifie their gladneſs for a return, ſo ardently deſir'd, the King his Father being of another 


mind, had receiv'd him as a-mortal Enemy, and had caus'd him ro be Impriſon'd ws 
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the Caſtle of Serey, where he was kept under a very ftri& and ſevere Guard. O bro- 
cher, what morions did this diſcourſe raiſe up within me, and in what manner did I receive 
this news of my dear brother, of whole lite I had been uncertain? 1 abhorr'd the cruelty 
of rae King your father, but was comforted for your impriſonment, by the aſſurance that 
you were alive ; it pleaſed me a great deal berter to hear you were priſoner co the King 
vour father, than to have been ſtill in d04br you were dead. And indeed I hop'd his cho- 
ler woald be allay'd in a little time, and that how great ſoever his reſeatments were aSainſ(t 
vou, he would itill remember that = were his ſon, and a ſon worthy of his affeRions. 
Lipon this thought I laid to:ndations for My happineſs, and propounded delights unto my 
ſelf in your company, which had been interrupted by our cruel ſeparation ; 1 ſpent ſome 
time abour that remembrance, and asked the Meflenger a thouſand queftions abour 
that bulineſs ; but all the particulars he could rell me about your impriſonment was, that 
no body was permitted to fee you, and that the Princeſs, having with much ado ob- 
tain'd the liberty of a viſit, had never been able to enterrain you in private. I jadg'd 
that all this proceeded but from the firlt brunt of the Kings anger, and hop'd, that before 
my return the Peace would be made, or it 'rwere not, perhaps we might find occalion to 
do ſomething init. . 

In the mean time we took the Town by aflault, which we were beleaguering; and afrer 
that, ſome others yielded themſelves to obedience, bur the ftrongelt held us fo long in 
play, that Amalis had all the leiſure he could delire tg fe himſelf to take rhe field acaing 
and ſo he did, with as great an Army as before, and a greater reſolution to decide the 
War by a final Battel. This news was very welcome to me, believing ir to be the means 
to finiſh the War, the length whereof; I, by reaſon ot my Princeſs's abſence, an to 
think inſupportable. We march'd directly toward him, raking the way that could bring 
us together ſooneſt, and moſt conveniently ; but we were fain to take many places before 
we got to him, and make our ſelves Matters, either by force, or by the terrour of our 
Arms, of whatſoever we met with in our paſſage. This we effected ſuccesfully enough ; 
Buc that I may not tire you with the recital of all thoſe petty Sieges, . and of mariy trivial 
Encounters, I'le tell you, that we were already Maſters of the whole Province of the Tau» 
ro-Scythians, and were drawingnear to that of the A atirl1ans, when the Enemies Army 
came within ſight of us. I found our valiant Scythians had a marvellous delire to fight, - 


and having encourag'd theni toit as much as poſſibly I could, I divided the Army into twga—_—— 


Bodies, whereof I cave the left to Cleoreſtes, and =_ the right my ſelf; Amalis parted 
his into four, and march'd toward us wondrous reſolutely; We fought an exceeding 
bloudy Battel, but I will not detainyou with relating rhe particulars, for we ſhould nor 
ſee the end of my narration of a long while, if I ſhould tick upon every circumitance. 
Amalis, and they of his party, fought like deſperate men, and like men, who if they loſt 
that Battel, delir'd not toout-live it ; They made the victory hang long in ſuſpence, and 
diſputed it almott all the day with marvellous obſtinacy ; but in the end we carried it, and 

thc event proued more fatal to the conquered than that of the former. Of forty and five - 
thouſand, whereof the Enemies Army conliſted, there hardly eſcaped two or three thou- 
ſand, and thoſe moſt of them wounded, but deliver'd by my authority from the fury of 
the Conquerours. Amalis fighting in the firſt ranks with a great deal of valour, loſt his life, 
with a great number of wounds, and by his death cur up the root of that Rebellion. 
We loſt not above three thouſand men, but had a yu many hurt, whom we cauſed to 
be dreſled exceeding carefully, and whereof the moſt part recover'd by the help that was 
given them. This victory made us Maſters of both che Provinces, and thoſe revolted 
people having neither forces to diſpute them with us, nor heads to ſtir them up to conti- 
nue in Rebellion, begg'd the Kings mercy, and came in every day to make proteltations 
of their fidelity, and co bring me the Keys of their ſtrong Holds. We hardly needed to 
draw our ſwords any wore to perfe& the reducing of them; bur yer we were fain to 
youd ſome time in viliting ſome of thoſe places, and in ſecuring them to us, and it being 
en abort the beginning of Winter, which is extreamly ſharp in thoſe Provinces, we 
were conſtrain'd topals it in ſome of the Towns, and to employ it in ſetling a full Peaceg 
and in ſuch order as we thought neceſlary to eſtabliſh a perfeR tranquillity. That 90g 
abſence would have been intollerable to me, if by the means of Theodates I had not often 
Eeee2 re- 
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receiv'd Letters from my Princeſs, and if my tedious dayes had not been ſweetned with 
the affurances ſhe gave me. Tue King did me the honour to write to me very often, and 
'in his Letters gave me praiſes which could not lawtully be due to any body. When once 
we had nothing more to do in thoſe Provinces, and that the ſeaſon was convenient for 
our Army to take the field, we began our March to return to Iffedon with a pertec joy 
and fatistation. For my part, I could not, without being tranſported, think I ſhould 
ſhortly ſee my Princeſs again, and that I ſhould tind my dear brother in Scythia. The 
fancy of theſe happineſles grew ſo powertul in my mind, that ir baniſh'd the remem- 
brance of all my lofies, and I was marching with contentments, not troubled with any 
mixture of bitterneſs, when I found they were too great to be ſo ealily obtain'd. We 
had already paſſed over a good part of the way, when I receiv'd an Order from. the 
King om hindred me from going further, and reading the Letter he wrote, I found 
thele words, 


The King of Scythia to the valiant Arſaces. 


|| T were but juice, myd:ar Arſaces, to let you reſt, after having taken ſo great pains for m, 
and 1 ſhould equally deſire your fight, and the quietneſs of my Domunons , but 1 find all 
Srythia mu#t be indebted to you tor its ſafety, and Arſaces is the ſtrongeſt buckler it can op- 
poſe againſt its moſt Terrible enemies, 1 he heavens offer you matter to employ your ſelf for it, 
and for us, withthe ſucceſs that uſually attends you, and with it an occaſion to revenge Jour 
particular quarrels, and to puniſh that barbarous man, who contrary to all the rights of war, de- 
tain'd you ina long and cruel captivity. Arimbas the Governour of Pontus 1s entred into our 
Territories, on the ſide toward the Boriſthenes with forty thouſand men , | but he has not yet 
had time to make any great progreſſes, and 1 an not 11 a condition to ſend other Troops than thoſe 
wnder your command, ſpeedily exough to oppoſe him. Go, valiant Arſaces, go conquer that un- 
worthy Enemy, who hindred you from fighting for your Country, and who unjuſtly deprived you 
of ſo precious a liberty. T hope for the vittory from your hand, rather than F 6 all our forces, 
and yet I will take care to raiſe more torecrmt your Army, and you ſhall be ſure to receive ſup» 
plies before you ſtand in need of them, 


©, This Order croſſing my fair hopes, gave me a very ſenſible diſcontent, but I quickly 

formd ſome conſolation, and had preſerv'd ſo great an animolity againſt that cruel man, 

who had kept me from paying what I owed unto my friends, and what I owed to my re- 

putation, that the dehire of taking a glorious revenge moderated my trouble, and made me 

turn head againſt him, with a firm hope that I ſhould puniſh him, both for the injury he 
had formerly done me, and for the obſtacle he then interpoſed to my preſent fortune. All 

the affetion our Scythians bore me was needful-to put them upon that new delign without 

muxrmurins ; but ſeeing there was a neceſſity of it, they followed me more cheartully than 

T expected. Our Army was then but thirty thouſand ſtrong, having been oblig'd to leave 

Gatrriſons in certain Towns, but it increaſed eight or ten thouſand men, which I drew as 

we march'd, out of places where they might be ſpared. We took our way toward Sendi- 
ca, waſh'd by the Danube and the Boriſthenes, and bounded by the Euxine Sea, whence 

Arimbas was come down upon the Frontier. Our Marches were long enough for men 
tHarwere to hight, and meeting no ſtop to retard us, we in a ſhort time arriv'd within a 
dayes journy of our enemies. We reſted two dayes upon the Banks of the Boriſthenes, 
which was open to us, and the third we paſſed it, and went to incamp within a hundred fur- 
longs of Arimbas, beins reſolv'd 'to give him Battel the next day. Yet did I mean to let 
hith know before, that he was to fight againſt his Priſoner, and calling for a Trumpet, 1 


v5 


ſenthim away preſently with rhis Letter. 
C . 
Arſaces ts Arimbas. 


Ty againſt your Priſoner, O Arimbas, that you are to decide the ſucc ſs of this War, aud 
; to muorrow at the head of ut Army hee'l mak you ſee that he was capable to defend his 
ltherty againſtyou; if you had aſſanlted him with equal forces y 1 bring you my head {5 the 
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Ranſom 1 fruſtrated you of, you may attach it with more glory than you did before, and 1 kope 
you ſhall pay me yours for the price of the liberty of Arſaces. 


, 4 = - Py 2 
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Arimbas receiv'd rhis Lecter with a franze aftoniſhmear, and when the Trumpet had 
confirm'd, that the General of the Scythians was that ſame Arſaces, whom he had ſo lons 
kept Priſoner, he tound ſomething of extraordinary in that Adventure, but after he had 
ask'd the Trumpec a thouſand queſtions, he ſent him back to me with this Anſwer. 


Arimbas ts Arſaces, 


Ince the Gods ſend me my Fugitive again, 1, to pumſh him for his flight, will receive the oc- 
g caſion they preſent me for that end , and becauſe heretofore 1 too indulgently ſpared his life, 
[l take it now for that Ranſom whereof he thinks he has fruſtrated me, We ſhall ſee his comrage 
& the head of bis Army, and we'l give him occaſions enough either to revenge hs quarrel, or 
to fall more glorionſly than be deſerves, 


The next morning it was newly break of day when our Troops were already in Batta- 
Fa; but becauſe I would give you the iflue ot the bulineſs ſuccin&tly, I'l only tell you, that 
| divided them into four Bodies, of ten taouſand Horſe in each, whereof the firſt was 
mine own, and the other three I gave to Leotaris, Mazentes, and Cleoreſtes, and having 
put them in as good a readineſs as we could wiſh, I ſaw our Scythians march with an un- 
dauntedneſs that promiſed me an infallible victory. I omitted not any thing I could ſay 
to augment their delire of it, and they anſwered me with threatning and terrible ſhouts: 
They redoubled them with a greater fiercenels when they ſaw the Enemies Army, and 
ſcarce was I able to keep them in, and hinder them from ruſhing on to the fight with an 
extraordinary eacerne(s; Yet did they obey me as they were wont to do, and the Armies 
were already within a Bow-ſhot one ot another, expecting only the laſt command to 
fall on, when having given order to mine not to ſtir out of their place, I gallop'd on be- 
fore them, and ſeeing Arimbas at the head of his men, I advanc'd to the middle of the 
ſpace that was between the two Artaies, and defying him with many loud cries; I made 
him underitand what it was I delir 'd of him. Arimbas was a valiant man, and one that 


' could not ſee himſelf on before ſo great a number, without ſhewing proofs of the 


courage he had boaſted of ; He ran toward me full ſpeed, bur before he came cloſe to me 
he darted one of his two Javelins at me with all his might, bur he fail'd of his aim, and 
the Dart, having paſled whizzing over my head, fell without any effe& at the feet of our 
Troops ; immediately he took the other in his right hand, and ending his Career, we 
cloſed with a very imperuous ſhock : He fought with ſoineching a blinder rage than I, and 
ſo his Javelin only hit my ſhield, upon which it broke all into ſhivers, and mine being a 
lictle more warily directed, found paſlage into the Beaver of his Helmet, and piercing to 
the hinder part of his head, made him fall ſtark dead in {ight of both the Armies. Ours at 
that ſpeRacle ſent forth loud cries to Heaven, and movins at the fame time, ran with a 
marvello13 violence upon thoſe frighted Troops, already half conquer'd by their Generals 
death. I ftrove to open them a paſlage, and to clear my ſelf a way with my ſword, which 
on make theirs the more ealieto them ; but we- found much difficulty in the buſineſs, 
and the Captains that commanded under Arimbas, being brave and valiant men, uſed all 
imaginable endeavours to ſupply the want of their General. They labour'd a lons time in 
It with ſacceſs, but ſome of the Scythians _— cut off Arimbas his head, carried it npon 
the point of a Javelin, and by that object ftruck terrour into ſome of the boldeſt of them, 
and animated themſelves in ſuch manner, that their enemies were no longer able to make 
reliſtance. As ſoon as they began to bein diforder, the Scythians laid hold of the advan- 
tage to ſo good purpoſe, that there was no more poſſibility of diſputing the viRory againſt 
tem. To ſhorten this diſcourſe, they won it abſolutely, I ſay, fo abſolutely, that hardly 
one of their enemies eſcaped with life, though I did all that was in my power to keey 
them from rhac craelty ; but they had conceiv'd ſuch an animoſity againit thoſe injurious 
invaders, who prereaded to inlarge their bounds to the utmoſt parts of the earch, that 
was impoſſible to ſave them from their fury. 

Queen 
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Queen Thaleſtris, who till then had hearkned to Arſaces patiently, could not longer , 
forbear to interrupt him ; I fought under your command at that Battle, ( ſaid ſhe ) and 
was witneſs of many of thoſe paſlages you have related ; but I cannot pardon your mo-« 
deſty, which rovs this company of the knowledse of the moſt gallant ones ; you did aQi- 
ons there beyond belief, and 'rwas with a great deal of truth that the Scyrhians publiſh' 
the honour of that vitory to be due to no body but their General, Arſaces could nor 
ſuffer the continuation of this diſcourſe, and to take her off on't, Madam, ( ſaid he ) yoy 
Sive me an advantage which belongs not to me, and {mce our Troops were honour'd with 
your preſence, without doubt you your ſelf did ations there which would have darken's 
all the glory of mine, if the honour of ſo great a command had not given them all the luſtre 
that made them be taken notice of. The Queen would have replied, but the company hin- 
dred her, and ſo Arſaces went on thus with his ſtory. 

After this viory ſo happily obtain'd, but yet purchas'd with the loſs of five thouſand 
of our men, we no longer had any enemies to fight withall, and that little piece of the 
Country Arimba? had brought under his ſubje&tion, being preſently ſetled again under 
ours, we ſaw the whole frontier quiet, and ſo were permitted to return again toward 
Ifledon, whici we had ſo much delired. I did it with a greater contentment than the 
eſtate of my fortune ought in probability to have given me, and drew near to my Prin- 
ceſs and my dear brother, with the ſweeteſt hopes a mind-is able to conceive. Why ſhould 
I trouble you with the recital of our voyage? After having marched a great many dayes, 
which my impatience made me think exceeding long, I at laſt ſaw the great City of Ifle- 
don, but before I was come within three or four hundred furlongs of it, I had met my 
dear Theodates, who with a good parc of the Nobility was come forth to welcome me. 1 
received the honour they all did me with the greateſt civility I could, but all the moſt 
tender expreſſions that ever frietidſhip produced appeared in the endearments between 
Theodates and me ; We could not put an end to our embraces, nor were the kindeſt and 
moſt obliging words in the world ſufficient to make known the leaſt part of our mutual 
ſatisfations ; I had a thouſand queſtions to ask him, but I feared leſt a ſecret converſa- 
tion might be thought an incivility to many perſons of quality that were with him ; and 
therefore beginning another diſcourſe with that noble company, it laſted till we came to 
the Gates of the Town, which we found full with a throng of the inhabitants that came 
out to meet us. Never did a thankful people welcome their defender, or their lawful 
Prince, with louder acclamartions, or more teſtimonies of joy, nor never did any Souldier 
receive ſo many praiſes for ſo incontiderable ations. The cries of the people made but a 
part of our glory, for the King himſelf, out of anexceſs of goodneſs which he then had 
toward me, came forth of his Palace into the freer, to give me glorious teſtimonies of 
his affe&ron z he ſtretched out his arms fo ſoon as he ſaw me appear, and I kneeled down 
upon one knee to receive the favour wherewith he was pleaſed to honour me ; What ſhall 
we do, ( ſaid he) Oour valiant Defender, to ſhew you we are not ingratetul > and what 
can we offer to generous Arſaces, which he by his valour has not already made lawfully 
his own ? we are indebted tohim for the conſervation of our eſtates, but we before were 
ingaced to him for that of our lives, and now neither the greatneſs of our obligations, 
nor that of his glory, can admit of any further addition. He ſpake theſe words holding 
me in his arms, and I anſwered him with all thereſpect I owed to ſo great a King, and 4 
Kings that was father to Berenice and Oroondates. "Tis your Majeſty, ( ſaid I ) chat re- 
duces happy Arſaces to terms of not being able ſufficiently to acknowledge your good- 
neſs, the opportunities you have given me to ſerve you do too largely recompence all 
that he has dong, and that high fortune to which you raiſe a ſtranger, is infinitely above 
my merit, and above my hopes. Alter that opinion, if you have ir, ( replied the King ) 
ſuch ſtrangers as your ſelf do quickly make themſelves known over-all the world, and 
as Scythia has nothing that is above you, believe, its King poflefies nothing you may 
not hope for from his affettion. He accompanied theſe words with new endearmeats, and 
afterward permitted me to falute Prince Carthalis his brother, Arſacomes, and many 
others that were attending on him. When I had received and returned the civilities of the 
moſt con(iderable perſons of the Court, I, by the Kings appointmient, retired to my for- 


mer lodginss, whither I was followed by a great number of the Courtiers, but jo 
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reſently with-drew, to leave me at liberty to put off my Arms, and reſt my ſelf, onlY 
FT eodates ſtaying with me in my Chamber. When I ſaw my ſelf free Matter of my acti” 
ons, 1I tully reltihed my triendſhip in the moſh reader expretlions of kindneſs , and after 
baving begun them atreſh a thouſand times, I asked.him what condition my Life was inz 
and conjured him to rell me truly, whatſoever he judged my love could deare of him. 
Tieodares at this demand appeared not ſo joytull as I had hoped, bur keeping a ſerious 
countenauce, from which I drew an ill preſage ; Sir, ( ſaid he ) the account you are to re- 
ceive of me would be very unwelcome, if 13 it you did not find a ſweet conſolation, and 
if in the Perſecution the Princeſs undergoes, you had got a powerfull occation to un- 
deritand the greatneſs of her affection ; She has ever been unſhaken to the ſollicirations 
of Arſacomes, and of the Queen, who in favour of her Brother has done him offices to 
ber, that are unworthy of her quality. She hath ſpared neirher prayers nor tears tomove 
her, and when ſhe ſaw they were all to no purpole, and that by her importunities ſhe 
made her Brother bur the more odious to the Princeſs, ſhe took recourſe to all the power 
and credit ſhe haz with the King ; and by my mistorrune it is now ſo great, that we may 
ſay with trutit, as we find with ſofrow , That only Stratonice reigns now in Scythia, 
and that her Brother is by t':at means become almoſt the Soveraign of it. The King by 
his laſt actions has ſhewed ligns of his Weakneſs, and of his dependency upon that Wo- 
man ; After he had longs reliſted, and contented himſelf with giving Arſacomes the firſt 


' rank in the Kingdome, withour encouraging him to hope that he ſhould be his Son-in-law ; 


that inſolent Favourite, whom ſo many preferments could not ſatisfie, becauſe taey glut- 
ted nor his urmott ambition , eirher through the violence of his pathon, or tome orher 
cauſe, tell Sick, and was brought almoſt to extreamity. Stratonice ſtirred not from his 
Bed-iide, but made the King underſtand, her Life depended abſolutely upon her Brother's 
recovery. Tue King, who loved Arſacomes exceedingly, and who betides, by a meanneſs 
of Spirit, which had not been obſerved in the relit of his Life, was become a Slave co bis 
Siſter, appeared very ſenſible of her grief, and was exceſſively troubled for the Sickneſs 
of his Favourite. Tae Queen knowing her power, made uſe of it very cunningly, and one 
day when Arſacomes was extraordinary ill, Stratonice feig:1'd ro be ſo too, and getting 
into her Bed, put che King into mortal apprehenlions of her Sickneſs ; the next day ſhe 
ſeem'd to be a great deal worſe, and by all her ations made the King judge, the re- 
garded nor her Life lince that of. Arſacomes was in danger. The King litring by her, 
expreſſing with molt effeual words how nearly her Illneſs touched him ; that crafty 
Princeſs, after having tigh'd many times, to work upon him the more , Sir, ( ſaid ſhe ) 
let us miſerable wretches dye in peace, and trouble not the calm of your mind , for a loſs 
which needs mult be but little conliderable to you ; it is juſt that Arſacomes periſh, lince 
be cannot love the Da1ghter of his King without being worthy of Death; and ir is juſt 
that Stratonice dye, boch vecauſe ſhe is uncapable to ſurvive that deareſt Brother, and be- 
cauſe ſhe is uncapable to ſurvive the loſs of your affettion. Of my affeftion, Madam, ( re- 
plied the King) I protelt ro you by all the Gods, that it never was ſo ſtrong as now, and 
that it is ſo extreamly encreaſed, as in compariſon of my love to you, I do not ar all love 
my ſelf. Ah! Sr, ( anſwered tie ſubtil Queen, putting a handkerchief to her Eyes ) if you 
honoured me now with the affettion you gave me heretofore, you would not ſufter that 
to Dye, which, next your ſelf, i deareſt ro me in all the World , without ſhewing ſome 
marks of your compailion. She made a ſtop at theſe words, and the Kins, who preſent- 
m— the drift of them, and who could not ealily yield to what ſhe detired, nor 

our Arſacomes to the _ of his Daughter, remained withour reply, and fixing 
bis Eyes upon the groand, made the Queen ſee the agitation of his mind.. She ſoon 
perceived it, and kept (ilence with him for a while , bur within a little after, deſiring to 
bniſh what ſhe thought ſhe had happily begun ; No, Sir, ( added ſhe) for God's ſake, 
be not at all difquieted tor my coniideration, nor uſe any Violence upon your inclina- 
nations, for a Perſon who cannot have deferv'd them ; though I cannot feel the loſsof 
them without Dying, I will at leaft endure ir without Murmuring againft you , and 
ſhall be able roput a difference between what was lawfully my own, and whar I held 
meerly by your goodneſs. My fortune was too high, and (if 1.dare ſay {o) roo unjults 
to believe it would be of long continuance ; yet has ir not ſo blinded me, but that = 

heho! 


5865 CASSANDRof. Parr. IV: 


behold the fall of it, as an effe& of your Juſtice, rather than as 'an effe& of my ill Fate. 


Stratonice and Arſacomes had too lofty an ambition , yet Stratonice had none tut 
what it pleaſed your Majelty to give her, and Arlacomes dyes for the expiation of his ; if 
I accompany him ro the Grave, your Majeity ought not to be troubled at it, lince I 
ſhall only loſe a Life which was but little dear to you, and toward the conſervation 
waiereot you were unwilling to contribute any thing. The Queen, as ſhe ended theſe 
words, looked upon the King with the ſame Eyes that had ſo ardently enflam'd him, and 
at chat moment {ummon'd together all her molt alluring Charms, with ſuch a Soveraisn 
power, that being pre-poſleſled gready, he was not able to relift them. He lifted up his 
Eyes from che Ground, and turning chem upon the Queen with a moſt amorous geſture , 
Donot kill me wita theſe unkind words, Cid he”) nor wrons my love any more with 
theſe reproaches ; I will do all for thee thou cantt delire of me, dear Stratonice, and 
though I cannot conſeat to uſe a ſuddain Violence upon Berenice's inclinations , I will 
command her to uſe Arſaces az a Prince , whoſe delign I diſapprove not, and I will fa- 
vour thy Brother in his pathon as much as thou oughtelt ro wiſh. The Queen appeared 
tranſported with joy at this promiſe of che Kings , and ſetting forth all her molt attra« 
ive allurements to ſeduce him, before he went from her, ſhe perſwaded him to what- 
ſoever ſhe would. The Princels found the effects of it the next Day, for the King com- 
manded her to vilit Arſacomes, and to look more. favourably upon him than ſhe had 
done formerly. Berenice receiv'd tlieſe words as a = of Thunder, and was ſo extream- 
ly troubled at them, that ſhe could uot ſettle her ſelt again all chat day ; but the next 
morning the King having met her in a Gallery, and drawing her alide to a window, Well, 
Berenice, (ſaid he) will you not viiit Arfacomes with me, and have you not diſpoſed 
your ſelf to do that for him which I delired of you ? The Princeſs was fo ſurpriſed, that 
ſhe ſtood without reply at that queition , and the King having asked it again, and preſled 
her to declare her intention , Sir, (ſaid ſhe) I did not underitand your Majeſties com- 
mands, and was fo little prepar'd for them, that I till have much ado to apprehend your 
meaning. I thought ( anſwered che King) I had explain'd my mind ſufficiently, to 
leave yo1 no colour of being ignSrant what I meant ; bur lince I mutt clear it further to 
you, I mean, Bereaice, that you ſhould uſe Arſacomes better than you have done hither- 
to, and tiat you ſhould conlider him as a Prince, whom I love, who loves you, and whom 
I account worthy to ſerve you. Ah 1 Sir, (interrupted the Princeſs) what a change is 
this of yours, and what proofs your Majelty delires of your Daughters obedience ? I 
ask nothing of you , ( added the King ) which you may not grant me without injuring 
your ſelf; Arſacomes is a Prince as conliderable by his birth, _ my love to him, and by 
the alliaiice I have contracted with his Family ; and if there be any diſhonour in ſufferins 
lis affection , *tis not upon you, Berenice, but upon me alone, that it will totally fall, In 
ſhort, enquire no more what my intentions are , but believe I have ever loved you enough, 
to bring nothins upoa you that is either ſhameful or diſadvantageons. He lefr her 
with theſe'words, and ſhe no ſooner was retired into her Chamber to digeſt them, but 
ſhe fell in a deadly aflition , ſhe had ſo much repugnance 10 ſhew any (1gn of compla* 
cency tothe King's delires, that ſhe could not hear the bare propoſal of them without 
beins tranſported : What , ( ſaid ſhe, as Cylleaia has rold me lince ) ſhall Stratonice 
then triumph on this manner over Berenice? anc ſhall I approve of her Brothers te- 
merity, to ſhew that I am a Slave unto her power ? Ne, Stratonice, you are not yet {0 
abſolute over me ; and what Empire ſoever you have over the King, 1 ſhall always be 
able to difcern his own inclinations from yours , and in this unjut and ſevere command, 
one may ealily know *tis Stratonice ſpeaks, and not the King my Father. The obedience 
I owe to him alone cannot become ſo general, and if I ſhould endeavour to follow the 
orders you have made him give me, that effect of a blind obedience would not now bein 
my power : I love as mnch as you can wiſh, and though I be inſeniible to Arſacomes, 
I have a julit ſenſe of Arſaces his merits. Alas ! ( purſued ſhe a little after ) My dear Ar- 
ſaces, mult I, while you are fighting for my Father, fight here againſt thee with ſo much 
Ingratitude ? and muſt the injury he would do thee make me ſhed Tears, while thou art 
ſhedding Blood, and perhaps thy own Blood for his Service > This remembrance drew 
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when ſhe had vented part of her reſearments, ſhe ſeat for me , believins ſhe mishr find 
ſome conſolation in adviting with me. As {oon as I came into her Chamoer, ſhe roſe to 
meer me, aad taking a handkerchief from her eyes, Theodates, ( faid ſhe) now itis that 
all our affection to Arſaces will be neceflary , for while that. poor Prince ovtains ſ::ch gal- 
lant ViRories-for the King, he ingratetully labours for his ruine, and for mine. *Tis but 
to0-true, Theodares , and I believe I ſhall ſuthciently acquaint you with my unhappineſs, 
by telling you, that the King hath commanded me to love Arſacomes. How, Madam, (faid 
I) has tae King commanded you to love Arſacomes? Yes, Tneodares, (replied the Prin- 
ceſs) and *cis ouly becaule of that misforcune thac I delir d your company, aud your 
conſolation. With that ſhe told me all che King had ſaid ro her, and by that diſcourſe 
pur me into a marvellous confalion. Afcer I had ſhew'd tt by it a reaſonadle lons filence, 
| took the liverty to vlame rue King's weaknels, and blind aitection, and then I deplor'd 
the crolles I fore-1aw you would meet with by this alreration of his humor. When I had 
a litcle recover'd my firſt aftoniſhment, fixing my Eyes upon the Princels's face ; And 
you, Madam, (ſaid I) what will you do for Prince Arraxerxes ? I will do all tuat he can 
hope for from we, ( replied Bereuice ) andiin ſpite of all che obitacles that can ha pen, I'! 
never ceaſe to love him, who loves more than I deſerve , and who tor my (A hath 
abandon'd ail. Afcer this aflurance, which I will receive for h:m, (anſwered 1) I donor 
think he will lament his forcune , and provided you perlift in tais good reſolution, I hope 
that his return, time, and the Prince your Brother's liberty, will overcome all the diſaſters 
you apprehend. 1'l periiſt in it tomy Grave, ( added the Princeſs) and all the ſtrongeſt 
conliceracions ſhall never be able to diſlwade me from loving him whule I have breach. 
Alas, (purſued ſhe) I am too powertully ovliged ever todiſ-ingage my lelf, and though 
my Artaces were leſs lovely, chough he were leſs great, though he were leſs valiant, I owe 
too mich for what he has done for me, and I owe coo much to him, who in my affeion 
alone finds a conſolation for all his loſles. In the meau time ( continued ſhe) it were fic 
we ſhould give him notice of my diſcontent , to make him haſten his return as much as 
poiſiuly he can, and to aſlare him, that there 1s no authority in tie world ſo powerful as 
to ſhake my affection. Ar firit I approv'd the Princeſs's motion , bur preſently after we 
both juds'd it was not neceflary to inform you of a taing that coald only trouble you, 
and whereof the knowledge could ſerve tor nothing, being we were enough perſwaded 
that your palſion made you long for your return, and that you would not deter it a mi- 
pate after the end of the War. The next day the Princeſs was conſtrain'd to $0 with the 
King to Arſacomes , but though ſhe came to his Bed-lide, aid chat by the King's com- 
mand, ſhe a&'d him how he did, it was impothivle for her to d.flemble her repugnancy, or 
reſolve to give him a favourable look. Yet did Arſacomes find ſo mach contentment in 
that Vitit, that he was half Cured by it, and ftrengrhening himſelf by the hopes the 
Queen gave him, he recover'd his health within a tew Cays afrer. Wnen he was well 
again, his Vitirs to the Princeſs were very frequent, aad ſhe was forc'd by the King's cCom- 
mand to end:re ſome of them ; but whenſoever he eatertained her with his pathon, ſhe 
anſwered him with ſo great a colduefs, and ſhew'd him fo mary tokens of her averlion, 
thar if ae were nor the molt preſumptuons man alive, he would a thouſand times have 
oft all che hopes, which the King's favonr,and the Queen's atliftai ce had given him ; they 
are noiy 11poi theſe tearms, and *tis not above two days lince I ſaw him come out of her 
Lodsings fo ill ſatisfied , that I believe he itood in need of all che Queen's eadeavours to 
comfort him. The Princeſs has uſed all poffible means to obtain permiſſion once more to 
ſee the Prince her Brother, to impart her diſcontents to him, and to make him know the 
Perſon of Arſaces, of whom, by reaſon of the Spies that were ſet to ovſerve her, ſhe 
cold never ſpeak any thing in her two former Vilits; but ſhe was not able ro procure leave 
of the Kins, and we ealily judge, that his refuſal is an efteR of Stratonice's cunning, who 
itrives to hinder that communication, let it ſhould forrifie Berenice in her averlion to Ar- 
ſacomes, and becauſe ſhe in the Prince's captivity finds the continuance of a power, which 
bis liberty mizhr probably overthrow. 

Tieodates ended his diſcourſe on this manner, and ftruck me ſo with this news, that I 
could not recover it of a lons while ; *Tis true, I found much conſolation in my Princeſs's 


Soodnefs, and efteem'd my ſelf the happieſt manin the V orld, thatT had been able to 
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oblige her to fo perfect a conltancy ; bur 1 cold not digeit the King's injuſtice, who 
woald force aer imclinations for a man whom I judg'd to be litcle wortay of her love, 
and remembring the ſervices I had newly done mm , 1 reproach'd his ingratitude with 
rearms full of reteatment, as if he had been acquainted with my paition , aud as if he had 
known how much I was concerin'd in what ue did tor Arfacomes. To the leaſe of this 
injary, I added the fore-ligur of thoſe pains and dithcultie:, which this conſtraint wonld 
cauſe us; and if I may be permutred to lay fo, tome tear likewiſe of change in my Prin- 
ceſs's humor, who by the King's authority mighr pollivly be brought to forget part of 
her inclinations to me. She'l pardon me thus apprehenſion , tor indeed it was very hard 
for a yoans Princeſs, not ſupported by ally body, long to reltt a Soveratgn power, and 
againft the King's will, to preſerve an aftection toward me, which I had no ways delery'd 
but by the oreatneſs of mine, and yet ſhe carried her felt ( as you ſhall ſee by the conti- 
nuation of my diſcourſe) with a conſtancy, and with a generoiity worthy of her ſelf, 
and of the Prince her Brother, I. in that converſation with Theodates ask'd him a thou- 
ſand queitions touching my dear Brother, but he could rell me nothing of him, ſave char 
he was ſtrictly kept, that no body was permitted to ſee him ; and that notwithſtanding 
the complaints of all the Scythians, who murmured aloud at the reſtraint of their great 
Prince , tie Kinz appeared more obcurate than ever, I hearken'd torhis diſcourſe with 
a great deal of grietz bur afrer we had ſpent ſome hours in it, and that I had made my ſelf 
ready to wait upon the King , we went together to his Lodgings, where Theodares lefe 
me to $0 to my Princeſs, and to diſpoſe her to give me a particular audience. Sue was 
already prepar'd tor it, and by giving out that ſhe was not very well, had freed her ſelf 
from the ordinary Vilits ſhe was wont co receive , and lay upon her Bed accompanied on- 
ly with the Princeſs Theomiris, and Cyllenia : I went to her Chamber as ſoon as I came 
0.1t of the Kings, where I had met the Queen, and by that encounter had fav'd a Viur, 
which in ceremony was to have been patd before that to my Princeſs. Thoagh ſhe was to 
be ſeen but by very few, it was not thought ſtrange, that after fo long an ablence, andin 
the condition I then itood in the King's favour, I ſhould obtain chat privilege, When I 
came in to her, Theodates had led Theomiris into the Cloſer, and feeins my Princels 
come alone with Cyllenia to meet me, I cait my ſelf at her feer, and while I emorac'd her 
Knees, ſhe threw her arms about my Neck , and uſed all the modeſt kindnefles to me I 
could defire of her. The Gods have brought you home according to my detires , ( ſaid 
| ſhe )) nor coald they recompence tae ſorrow your abſence hath cauted in me , bur by the 
joy of your return, I have wiſh'd for you a thouſand times , both for your ow intereſts, 
and for mine ; and if your preſence would have been plealins to me , yeur allittance 
would not have been let; neceflary in the perſecutions I have endured. You have detend- 
ed your ſelf roo well againit them, ( anſwer'd I, being raviſh'd with thoſe obliging words ) 
to nave ſtood in any need of my affiftance, and you have been a better Champion for 
Arſaces, than Arſaces could in reaſon delire. All my blood, fair Berenice, is of too mean 
a value to purchaſe rhe ſmalleſt part of theſe Obligations , and though to requite them | 
ſhould lay down a thouſand Lives, (if the Gods had given me ſo many ) I ſhould itill re- 
main a Devter to my Princeſs. In what I do for you, ( added Berenice ) I follow my own 
inclinations, and my gratitude, which equally oblige me to love you , nor did I labour 
leſs for Berenice than for Arlaces, when I reliſted the King's unjult commands. O Gods! 
( cried I with a tranſported action) could I lawfully hope you would recompenle. my 
lofles with ſuch extraordinary bletlngs ? and did you reſerve me for this glorioas fortune, 
when you took away all that you had given me ? I ſpake many other words to this pur- 
pole, and my Princeſs having taken a ſeat, and commanded me to lit down by her, atter 
ſhe had ask'd me divers queſtions concerning my Voyase, told re all that I had ueard 
from Tieodates, and told it me with an action which ſecured me from all my tears, and 
made me confidently to ban'ſh all my apprehenſions. O Gods ! How ſweet were her pro- 
miſeszo me , and with what wucredible Raptures &id I hear her expreſs the averiion the 
had to Arſacomes ? Fear nothing, my dear Arſaces, ( ſaid ſhe) and if you will not offend 
me, ſuſpe& me not of the leaſt inconſtancy; I know well enonsh ro what virtue and 
obedience oblige me, to have hitherto preſerv'd that power over my ſelf, which I wzta 
reaſon may keep. The Kins may well conſtrain me toreceive Arfacomes his Vilits, but tt 
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cannot conſtrain me to love him ; and if he ſhould be fo weak as to delire I ſhould Marry 
him , I ſhall bave reſolution enough to preter Death before that unworthy Match. lhe 
way to hinder it lies open to us, ( ſaid ) and whenſoever you are too much importun'd by 
Arſacomes, I wear a Sword that,will be able to deliver you from his importunities » Iwill 
not ſuffer that vinequal Com titor to have too jult an advantage over me, and all the 
authoriry he hath in Scythia ſhall nor defend him from the hands of a Rival, not altoge- 
ther ſo unworthy as he is of the glory to ſerve you. I brought forth theſe words with a 
tone, that made my Princeſs fear ſome eftect of my jealous reſentment , bur ſhe was deli- 
eous to prevent it, and hindring me trom ſaying more ; You are too prudent (replied ſhe) 
not to fore-ſee the ruine of your deiign in tuch an enterpriſe , nor can you come to any 
violence againſt Arſacomes, without ditcovering to the King, and to the whole Court, 
what by ſo many reaſons we are oblig'd to conceal. Do bur depend upon the aſſurances 
I give yoaz and never let us try the molt dangerous courſes till the extreamiry. You may 
diflembvle as you have done hitherto, and husband the King's affetions fo well, as to 
draw your advantage from thence , when once the time is ſeaſonable for you, to declare 
your ſelf, In the interim, wee'l uſe our utmoſt endeavours for my Brother's liberty, and 
if we can obtain it, as he in meeting you, and in the knowledge of your being alive, will 
find cauſes of an inconceivable joy ; ſo you, in that ardent affeRion which he juſtly bears 
you, will find all the afſiſtance, and all the furtherance of your intentions you can hope 
tor. O Gods ! (cried I at this remembrance) my dear Brother,mutt your virtue,which is 
adored in all other places; be ſo ill underitood, in your own Country ? and can thoſe ad- 
mirable qualities, which gain you Slaves and Idolaters over all the World, leave you Ene- 
mies in Scythia? Ic Darius; the Enemy of your Family, could not know you without ho- 
nouring and loving you as his own Son, 1s it —_—_ ſhould be uſed-as an Enemy by 
him that was the Author of your Birth? Then mY affetion made me urter a great many 
reſenting words againlt the King's cruelty , and afrer having conſulted a long time what 
we ſhould do, or undertake for you, and having vainly contriv'd expedients to ſee you, it 
rew night, which made me take my leave of my Princeſs, and retire to my Lodging with 
heodates. We ſpent the beſt part of that Night in conſulting of means to let you hear 
from us , but the notice my Princeſs had given me, that all your Guards were at the diſpo- 
ling of Stratonice, and Arſacomes , and that therefore there was no truſt in them to be 
hoped for, pur all my deligns out of frame, ang,was the cauſe we durſt not think of ha- 
zarding a Letter through their hands ; indeed, the Princeſs at her ſecond Viſit, mighit per- 
chance have watch'd an opportunity to deliver you one her ſelf, without being obſerv't, if 
ſhe had thought on it afore-hand to have writ ; but then her hope of procuring a greatbr 
freedome to ſee you, and talk with you in private, was the cauſe of that negle, which ſhe 
was not a little ſorry for afterward, and which ſhe intended to have repair d, if ſhe could 
have obtain'd leave to vilit you once again : But finding no poſſibility of that, I reſolv'd in 
the end to ſpeak to the King concerning you, and to imploy all the credic I had with him 
to ger the liberty toſee you, and for that purpoſe I went to wait upon him the next Morn« 
ing as ſoon as he was up ; he negleRed all the company thatwas in the room, to favour 
me with exceeding kind reception, which gave me a greater confidence than I had be- 
fore, and made me the bolder to attempt ſomerhing for the ſervice of my dear Brother, 
We continhed a while in a general converſation , but when the King was ready, he took 
me by the hand, and drawing me alide from all the company, lead me to walk with him 
in a Gallery which is near his Chamber. I was watching an occalion to ſpeak tohim of the 
Prince his Son, when he himſelf began the diſcourſe, and in tearms full of anger and indig- 
nation, aggravated the cauſe he had'to hate him,and never more to have any confidence :n 
him, I hearken'd quietly as lons as it pleaſed him to ſpeak,bur when I had lethim vent part 
of his choler, and that by his l1lence he ſhew'd that he expeRted to know ſomething of my 
opinion, Sir, (ſaid I) if your Majeſty would give me leave to ſpeak my thoughts with a little | 
liberty, I really proteſt I would abuſe it no further,than to repreſent to you what a true zeal 
inſpires me with. The King looking upon me at theſe words,& exprefling by his geſture that 
he expected the continuation of my Siſcourſe. Is it pollible,Sit, (purſued I) chat the Son of 
yours, the moſt great and the moſt lovely of all the Princes in the world,whoſe virtue foun@ 
nothing but adorers amongſt his greatel — ſhould not find ſome remainder of love, 
2 Or 
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or at leaſt of compallion in the heart of the King his Father > Have thoſe faults which z 
violent love made him to commit, and for which he hath ſuffer'd ſo lons, ſo ſharp a pe- 
nance, choak'd all the tenderneſs of nature in you, and baniſh'd the knowledge you had 
of the admirable qualities of that Son, whom the Gods gave unto Mankind as their m6ft 
accompliſh'd Workman-ſhip ? Where were there anothEr King to be foundy who would 
not redeem a Son like Oroondates, by the loſs of all his Dominions 2 and who, in coniide- 
ration of his Youth, and of his Pathon, would not forgive an offence, which he accompa- 
ried with a thouſand great and 'miraculons ations 2 Have not whole Years of a {tri& 
and cruel Impriſonment puniſh'd a Prince of his quality ſeverely enough ? Are not they 
that inſpire this rigour into your Ma zeſty, and that ſollicit you to a revenge, which falls 
only upon your ſelf, ſatisfied with ſo long a Captivity , and if they love the glory of St 
thia, oughr they nor to endeavour to reſtore it its greateſt and molt illuftrious Ornament? 
Pardon mezSir,I beſeech youzit in this conceit I indiſcreetly intereſt perſons,who it may be 
are conliderable to you, but I feel my ſelf oblig'd by the honour you do me, to put youin 
mind, that their own intereſt fers them on, and that they labour to prolong the Princes 
reſtraint, only to prolong their own authority. Their thoughts perhaps are yet more 
deſtructive to the happineſs of this Kingdome, and of your Majelty in particular ; Time 
will give yo informations, to which you wilt 'lend more credit than tomy words ; bur 
if you hearken to the wiſhes of all Scythia, and diſcern the counſel of your real Servants, 
from that of others who are ſwayed by their own particular ends, you will conlider Prince 
Oroondates as your Son, and thoſe that would ruine him in your opinion, as perſons not 
well affected to your ſervice. The King would not ſuffer me to paſs farther, but {topping 
me in this part of my diſcourſe, Arſaces, (ſaid he) I know that you are generous, and that 
tae report of ſome virtue which appear'd in Oroondates in his earlier Years, makes you 
ſpeak as you do 1n his favour. Iris true, he was born with parts $o0d enough, and by the 
care I took in breeding him, I made him a reaſonable compleat Man ; but all his Sood 
inclinations are lolt, and lince he betraid me, and betraid himſelf, with ſo much baſeneks 
and meannefs of ſpirit, I cannot conſider thoſe things that were good in him as other than 
ſo many advantages which he has unworthily abuſed ; if he had Valour, he ſhould have 
employ'd ir for the good of his Country, and for the ſervice of his Father, and of his 
King ; if he had handſomneſs and graceful Faſhion, he ought to have made uſe of it for 
a more juſtihable and a more glorious Conquelt than that of Darius his Daughter, and 
of Alexander's captive ; and in ſhort, itte had ambition, he ſhould have ſhew'd it at the 
head of an Army like that of Alexanders , and. according to the Rudiments I had given 
hign, in ſtead of waſting the prime of his Lite vilely and ſhamefully in the ſervice of my 
Enemy. Theſe words of the Kings touch'd me fo deeply, that I could not poſſibly retain a 
ſigh or two, and ſcarce was I able to keep fny tears from diſcovering how much I was con- 
cern'd in tHfat diſcourſe ; I ſtrove to diflemble ir as well as I could, and looking upon the 
Kins with an unſatisfied countenance , What, Sir, (ſaid 1) do you believe then that your 
Son has ſhamefully abaſed himſelf in ſerving the Daughter of Darius ? and do you think 
that King held ſo inconliderable a ranck amongſt other Monarchs, that you look upon 
the purpoſe your Son had to'contract an alliance with him, as a mean, and an unwor- 
thy delign? Iam not ignorant of Darius his quality, ( replied the King) nor was it to the 
defect of chat I attributed Oroondates his meanneſs of Spirit ; bur how greas ſoever he 
was, he was an Enemy, and my Enemy with'a kind of hatred which no conlideration 
was able to reconcile. Ah ! Sir, ( added I, more nearly touch'd than before ) is it poſſible 
that the misfortune of the houſe of Perlia ſhould not have mollifi'd you , and that you 
ſhould behold the fall of it with the Eye of an Enemy > Hath notpoor Darius, who was 
once the greatelt King in the World, ſoften'd your Reſentments, by ſo lamentable a 
Death, and by the loſs of all his Family ? and can you- conlider that ſad revolution of his 
fortune as other thana dreadful example of all Kings in general? No, Sir, you cal n0 
longer conſerve againſt his memory, and againſt what is yer remaining of his Houſe , that 
hatred which heretofore produc'd ſuch faral effe&ts between you ; nor can you look oper 
the aſſiſtance Oroondates gave him in his misfortunes as an unpardonable crime. FS 
lgve was the cauſe of his firlt faults , and theſe laſt ations, which you accuſe of ſo much 
baſeneſs, were inſpired into him by meer generolity. If Darius his Son were alive, he, it - 
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were able, would repay you all the ſervices Darius received from Oroondates ; he would 
not look upon you as hs fataer's eaemy, bur as the father of his dearelt friend , and if 
love were joyned to thoſe coniiderations, he would give you his whole Life, and Darius, if 
he were Living, would eaiily pardon him that oftence. The Kins, trouuled with this diſ- 
courſe, would not ſuffer me to continue it. I Conot rule my ſelf ( ſaid he) by the example 
of mine enemies, and of thoſe, who from the beginning of their Empire have by all manner 
of ways endeavoured to invade that of my Anceſtors, | 1 never delired Peace in a War 
which they always began , and as my hatred was more juſt and more lawfully grounded, 
*is not to be thought ſtrange if it be of longer continuance. I was infinitely atflicted to 
ſe the King ſo o>durate , but I thought it not fit to preſs him farther ; ſo having walk*d 
half a ſcore Reps without ſpeaking, Sir , ( added I) lince your Majelty's indignation will 
not ſuffer me to ſay any thing more in behalf of the Prince your Son, be pleaſed to do me 
a favour that cannot be hurctull co your Service, and give me leave to have tie honour to 
make him a vilit; that which I have heard ſpoken of him may excuſe this curiolity , and 
there are tew Perſons, in whom the reputation of that Prince hach not begot a juſt deiire 
to ſee him. IF I were not bound by Oath, (replied the King) I ſhould ealily grant your re- 
queſt, bur I have engag'd my ſelf before the Gods to refuſe it to all the world. Taeſe laſt 
words utterly ſtopp'd my Mouth, nor had I the confidence to eatercain him further upon 
that ſubject. 1 lett him within a while after , but I was ſo ill ſatisfied with that diſcoarſe, 
that it was ealie for my friends to obſerve it in my face. I gave an account of it to Theo- 
dates, who was afflicted with me at the little propenlity we foand in the King, to love 
chem that were of the blood of Darius ; I miſ-coubted betore (ſaid I) that Fortune, tae pit- 
tileſs enemy of our Houſe, did but fteign a reconciliation with me, tro make me the more 
ſealible of her utmolt cruelties, and I perceive by this renewing of my misfortunes, that ſhe 
is _—_ againlt me, worſe, if it be poſſible, than all ſhe has made me feel 
already. The hopes ſhe had given me by Oroondates his retzra, find themſelves mott cra- 
elly deceiv'd , and that which they make him ſuffer in his perſon, is a preſage of what Ie'r 
long ſhall ſuffer in mine. Take not an allarm ſo ſoon, (ſaid Theodates to comtort me) but 
hope for berter uſage from your fortune than that you apprehend, Ir is true, che King hatred 
the perſoi, and is ill an enemy to the memory of Darius , but when he ſhall know that 
tis to his Son he is indebted for his Life, and for the peace of his Dongeras you ſhall ſee all 
his reſeatments give place, and more due acknowledgment. By ſuch like diſcourſe Theo 
dates ſtrove to allay my diſcontents, and the ſame day having communicated them to my 
Princeſs , ſhe by all manner of expreſſions gave me to- underitand, how great a part-ſhe 
bore in them. I laid a.ide the reſolution I had taxen to make my felt known to tae King, 
fo ſuddenly as I intended , and to demand the atfiitance that was neceflary for me to-re- 
venge Darins, to procu'e the liberty of thoſe that were remaining of his poor family, to 
recover my Dominions, and to repair my honor ; finding that yet I had not power enough 
over him , and that it was necetlary to diſpoſe him by new and more conliderable Services 
than thoſe I had done him) to forget the animoliry he {till kept againſt our Houſe. In the 
interim, I endeavoured »y the means of Theodates, and by all kind of inventions to corrupt 
the Guards of the Caſtle of Serey to obtain a ſight of the Prince , but they were always 
inexora ble to my entreaties, and immoveable to the offers I cauſed to be made them. The 
King {till look'd upon me with his wonted Eye, and my Princeſs was as favourable to me 
as I could wiſh , bur I coald not ſo-well diſguiſe my inclinations to her, but tiat Arſacomes 
his intereſt made him find occaiion by my frequent vilits, and by our long conſervations, 
toſulpe&t ſomerhing, and to redouble his envy toward me ; yet durſt he not openly ſhew 
it, knowing my pu, in the Court was not inferiour to his , and fearing to exalperate the 
Princeſs more and more againſt him. Burt at that time there hapned a very ſtrange alte- 
ration in my fortune , and now itis that I begin to enter into the diſcourſe of my moſt 
iMportant adventures, 

en or twelve days were hardly paſſed ſuice my return , when one morning as I w 
going out of my Chamber , I ſaw ſome of the King's Guards at my door, who forbad m 
to ſtir forth. 1 turned toward their Captain who was come into my chamber, and whom 
Thad received as one that came to viſit me , and as I was going to ask him the reaſon of 
What I ſaw, he clapt his hand upon the hilt of my Sword, __ demanded it of me in the 
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King's name, I was ſo ſurpriſed at that encounter, that he had taken it from my lide be- 
fore I obſerved what he was about , and taat altoniſhment did without dapubr prevent a 
reliftance, wherein perchance I might have periſhed. No ſooner was I diſarm'd, but] 
looked upon the Captain with a counrenance, and with an action, that ftruck a terrour 
in him, and made him know, it + 'as no trivial enterpriſe he had performed in ſeizing upon 
meon that manner ; What, Cleobis, (faidI) am I a Priſoner then to Day in the ſame 
place where yeſterday I was Triumpuant ? vir, ( anſwered he ) the King has commanded 
me to ſecure your Perſon , nor have I executed his order without beings very ſorry forit. 
Do you not know the cauſe of your Commitlion ? { reply'd I) and will you not tell me for 
what crime the Scythians can accuſe him , whom bur the other day they called their De- 
Fender and Preſerver 2 No, Sir, ( ſaid the Captain ) neicher tis the King wont to de- 
Clare his intentions to us in employments of flus natnre ; .I can only tell you, that yeſter- 
night after he was in Bed, he gave a long aucierice to a Stranger, who of late has been a 
follower of Arſacomes , and that as foon as he was Come our of the Chamber, 1 received 
this Command : Well, ( added I ) I am bravely rewarded voy the King of Scythia , and the 
ſervices I have done him deſerv'd this recompence. Though I was ſtirred with a moſt 
violent anser , I would not let it break forth into any ſharper expreſſions againſt rhe 
Father of Oroondates and Berenice , and inte ut ſenſe I had of that uſage I preſerv'd 
a reſpet, which ſuch moving reaſons gave me toward him. Thus did I ſee my ſelf a Pri- 
ſoner, where but the Day betore I had appear'd witi fo great Renown ; and though this 
kind of uſage was ſomething hard to a Prince, who kuew no condition in the World 
above his own , and who by Actions conliderable enough had deſerved nothing lek , 
yet was I f4in to bear that affliction withour murmuaring, and to blets what I began to 
ſuffer for Berenice. I ſtudied at firlt to find what migut be the cauſe of my Impriſous 
ment , but when Cleobis had told me of the King's ditcourſe with that Stranger, I imme- 
diately believed Arſaces was diſcover'd to be Artaxerxes. Tis did not ſeem at all firange 
to me, and I knew very well I ſhould have had much ado to be ſo long in Scythia, with- 
out havins my Face taken notice of by fome Perton or o:her, who might have bee.: in the 
Court of Perla, if the rumor of my Death had not facilitated my diſguiſe, and c:015'd the 

inion of thoſe, who elſe might have belicved they had ſeen me there. I underwent this 
haves of my fortune patiently enough, ai1d only begg'd of tlie Gods, that my Princeſs 
might not be intangled in my ruine , the Kins's teveriry giving me ſome cauſe of tear tor 
her, by the example I had before my Eyes ot-is ufaze of the Prince his Son : Scarce had I 
had the leiſure to conlider what reſolution I ſhovla take, when I ſaw him come into my 
Chamber, attended by thoſe in whom he had the greatett confidence, and to whom he de- 
clared his moſt important fecrets , having lefr his Guards at the door, that they might 
not be witneſles of the diſcourſe he delired to have with: me. I found not that chearfulneſs 
m his face which he was wont to have when he ſaw me , aad inttead of that kind recepti- 
on I uſnally had from him, there was nothing in his Eyes and Countenance but marks of 
his anger and new animolity. I went to meet him at his comming in, with an a&ton but 
very little troubl'd, and with my ordinary reſpe&, and having given him ſalute not much 
different from what he was wont to receive of me; he looking upon me with a fiery Fye,and 
with a Face kindled by a paſſion which he was not well able to Maſter , I come to vilit you 
(faid he) Sir Artaxerxes, and this reſpect is a beginning of what is due to the knowledge 
of your quality ; the ignorance of it has made me faulty toward you, but whe I ſhall once 
have it confirm'd by your own mouth, I will repair the errors I have committed, by uſage 
more ſuitable towhat I owe to the Prince of Perſia. Atter theſe words, Ino longer had 
any reaſon to doubt the cauſe of my impriſonment , and though in them I obſerved an ex- 
traordinary ſharpneſs, I was notterrify'd enough to diſown the blood of Darius. I jadged 
that-ſach a baſeneſs would render me unworthy of the honour I had to be deſcended from 
him ,. and that all the dangers I could apprehend after that diſcovery, o:1ght not to be ſuf- 
_—_— to make me ſtoop to ſo ſhamefull a difſimulation. In this belief, looking upon the 

ns with confidence enough , They that endeavor to ruin2 me in your Majeſties thoughts 
(faid I) have but ſmall knowledge of your generoiity, and of the little love1 bear to Life, 
but if it were a thouſand times more dear to me than it is, and that I manifeſtly ſaw the lols 


of it in this confeſſion , there is No tear ſo powerfull as to make me diſavow the hopony 
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have to be of the race of Darius, His misfortunes, which ougltr to ſerve all Kings for an 
example , have not raken ay thing From nin of [11 dignity, nor from 11s of tie glory to 
be born of the firit Monarch of all the Earth ; it I did nor declare it ſooner, 'ewas becaife 1 
waited till toric ſhould preſent me with occalions to do you Services that mi Sar be con= 
fderable enou3h to blot that hatred our of your mind which you have born my Family, 
2nd ro make me diſcover that more handlomely, which I now only confirm to your Ma- 
jelty, afrer the knowledge you have of it already. Yes, Sir, I em Darius his Son ; tortune 
brouzhrt me into your Territories after the nad made me to be taken trom amons the dead 
Bodies at the Bartel of Selena ; Your virtue, your tavourable uſage, and the remembrarce 
of what I ow'd to the [riendſhip of Oroondates, itaid me here; and che hope I bad in your 
genero!1ty, and it) the ſupport of M y dear Brother, brought me back azain after the loſs of 
my nearetſt Friends, aad ot my Dominions. I believed that by my Services I might merir 
from you a part of that affection Oroondates nad received trom Darius, and chat againit 
oar seneral Enemy, I could not hope tor a more fitting Sanctuary than in the Court of my 
friends Father, and of a Kins, who had honoured me himſelf wich his affectiov. Nor did 
I only hope that King, and that Friend would afford me a ſecure retreat, but alſo their 
aſſiſtance, to raiſe my ſclt to the Throne again, to revenge the Death and Captivity of my 
Facher, Mother, aid Sitters, and to recover my Reputation. It this contidence in your ge- 
nerolity be my crime, I cannot deny, Sir, but 1 am truly crimiral , and it this knowledze 
has made me loſe my liberty, and cauſed the change I obſerve in your MajeRty, I will not 
difavow ic, nor hide him trom your indignation, who hath voluntarily expoſed himſelf to 
it. I uttered theſe words with an afluredneſs, which, as I believe, hiudred the King trom 
interrupting me betore I had enced chem ; but when I had done ſpeaking, he turned his 
flaming Eyes upon thoſe that were wich him , and then ſetting them upon my Face with a 
furious ation, Is it true then (ſaid he} that you are Darius his Son, and that you are bold 
eno:1g1 ro make a confettion in my preſence, which cannoc but be fatal to you amongtt 
the Scythians? Is it true that you are the Son of My mortal and irreconcileavle Enemy, 
of him who hath often dyed our fields red with the blood of onr Subjects, and with mine 
own, and who many times brought fire, ſword, and delolation into my Kingdom , and in- 
Read of conlidering that the Gods nave delivered you into my hands, to give me ſome ſa- 
tisfaction for che injuries I have received from you and yaurs? Do you pretend to be pro- 
tected and afſilied by me ? I was mov'd with this cruel diſconrfe;-burlT yet conſidered the 


Father of Berenice and Oroondares , and ftrugling againit my reſentments to keep my 


if within the refpect 1 ow'd him : Ir is true, Sir, (replied I) Iam the Son of him who was 
heretofore your Enemy ; but that which I have done for you and yours, the marks where- 
of are till freſh in the heart of your Kingdom, and in the limics of your Territories, and 
which I alſo bear in many parts of the Body, may ſuthciently rell you, that you have tew 
friends have done you Services like thoſe you have receiv'd from the Son of your Enemy. 
No, Sir, I do not believe you can yet hold him for your Enemy, who abandoned his own 
intereits for yours , and who, to the prejudice of his Dominions, to the prejudice of his 
Blood , nay, and even to tie prejudice of his Honour, tought for you and yours, while his 
Country was on Fire , and while his nearett Friends became a prey to the tury of his Ene- 
mies. I know not whether the King's anger was taen riſen of it ſelf to rat heighth, or that 
theſe words accompanied with ſome reproaches, drew him to extremity ot rage; but how- 
loever it were, he tien went beyond the bounds of that moderation which was befitting a 
Perſon of his quality ; and breaking forth with a violence, which put a fear into all choſe 
that attended him ; Ait ! impottor, ( cried he ) doſtrhou think by thy arcifices wo eſcape 
my juſt indignation, and to diſguiſe thoſe pernicious deiigns which broght thee into 
Scychia? thou cameſt to execiite what thou hadlt plotted with Oroondates in Perlia » and 
tis for that end thou haſt lived here unknown in my Kingdom, the example of thatfriend 
hath ftrengthen'd thee into thy wicked intentions , and by thine own confeſſion thou are 
capable as he is of all manner of perfidionſnels, after having betray'd thy nearelt Kindred, 
and abandon'd thy Fatiter in his urmoſt calamities. O Gods! how deeply did thefe cruel 
and injurious words pierce into my Soi! ! and how was the grietT felt for thoſe dear friends 
renew'd, by that wrongfull, bloody reproach, of having tetray'd them, and of having 
abandon'd them ; certainly it would be very hard to expreſs it, and 'rvil! ſfuſhce me to rell 

you, 
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you, I loſt part of my reaſon, and part of my underſtanding, and 'tis the lofs of them, dear 
Brother, that ſhall obtain your pardon , for what my tranſport made me reply to him, 
whom nature hath tied you to with ſo near a relation. Ingrateful, barbarous King, (ſaid T') 
if thou hadit any ſpark of Honour, or any ſenſe of Virtue, tho1 wouldit remember that 
thou hadft not now been alive but for him, whom thou uſelt ſo unworthily , nor wouldft 
thou £0 about to blaſt the repucation of rwo Priiices, who have nothing to be aſham'd of, 
but what the one received from thee, and whiclrthe otier has done for thee.. I cannor 
draw any example from my fore-tathers of the pertidiouineſs wherewith thou reproacheſt 
me, and that of his cannot corrupt the virtue of Oroondates. Compleat thy cruelties 
againſt him, to whom they ſhall henceforth be dearer than thy friendſhip, and lince thou 
neither deſervelt ſuch a Son as Oroondates, nor ſuch a- Friend as Artaxerxes, glut thy ſelf 
with the remnant of the moſt illuttrious blood in the world, and bekeve, that for all I am 
alone, and unarm'd, I could yet ſhed thine, if a ſtronger conlideratjon than any retpect to 
thee did not with-hold me. Art cheſe ſo bold, and perhaps ſo unlook'd for words, the King 
ſtood as immoveable as a ſtatue ; I know not what reaſoa hindred him trom letting loo 
his indignation inſtantly upon me, ſeeing he might very ealily have caus'd me to be kill'd, 
but I could no longer endure his preſence, and as ſoon as ever I had doi ſpeaking, I turn'd 
about and went into my Cloſet, ſhutting the door after me. 
Behold a very ſuddain change, and a ſtrange revolution of my fortune ; the Day before 
I had been conlidered amons the Scythians, as he, who by the greatneſs of his credit was 
the only man that could diſpute for the firlt place with Arſacomes , and then I ſaw my 
ſelf not only fallen from that power, but had drivei my affairs to ſuch extremities, that in 
all probability I was like to periſh ; Yet the fear of ti:at touch'd me but a little, and as no- 
thing but Bereaice and Oroondates made me care for Life, ſo nothing but their remem- 
brance was able to diſquiet me ; I fear'd that the King was inform'd of my love, and of my 
Princeſs's favour toward me, as well as of my quality , and this laſt knowledge of his ri- 
Sor made me alſo afraid for the deitiny of Oroondates ; Theſe apprehentions were thea m 
ſharpeſt diſcontents , and if love and friendſhip had not united themſelves with my Dil- 
aſters to torment me, I had courage enough, and was ſufhciently inured to misfortunes, 
to bear my impriſoument with parieace, The King had been upon the very point of let- 
ting his wrath break forth immediacely againſt me , and was ſo highly offended at my 
words, that if he had not been as prudent a Politician, as he was a violent and rigorous. 
Enemy, he would have made me find a t.:ddain Death amonsgtt the Javelines of his Guards ; 
Yet did he over-maiter himſelf, whecier it were that he judg'd other formalities neceſlary 
for the putting to ceath of a man of my quality, or that he believ'd the Scythians lov'd me 
too well to ſuffer ſ:ch a violent execution without murmuring. Betore he went out of my 
chamoer, he, by au Oath, which is inviola.:-le among the Scythians, bound all thoſe tuat 
vere come in with him, to keep the knowledge of my true quality ſecret, and inveating 
anotaer pretence for my being cait out of tavour, he kept the whole world in ignorance 
of the true one. Tue day was not half run out, when my Guards, leading me out of my 
Lodging, made me get into a Chariot, and having ſhut the lides of it up cloſe, removed me 
to a hoſe that was the uſual place where great perſons were wont to be impriſoned ; there 
wasI put, and kept with much watchfulneſs and ſeverity, True it is, my Keepers were as 
civil to me as I could delire, without hurt to themſelves, and remembring the credit I had 
lately had amongſt them, and how I had often made uſe of it in their favour, they comply'd 
with me in all things that could not ſerve to the attaininz-of my liberty. *Twas by their 
means I procured, that Criton, and the two Scythians, Theodates had put ro me, and who 
had accompanied me in my Voyages, ſhould be of the number of thoſe that were left to 
wait upon me ; They had the freedome to get oyt and in, but from the ſecond day they 
were ſearch'd, which was the cauſe I durit not venture any Letters by them, for tear of 
pu the Princeſs and thoſe in whom I truſted into manifeſt danger. The King ar firit 
ad ſome ſuſpition of Theodates , and knowing:the near friendſhip that was between us, 
he believed him not ignorant of my true quality, nor of thoſe deligns whereof he accuſed 
me, and was going to have clapt him up as well as me ; but within a while after, having 
asked him certain queſtions about it, he found a great deal of innocence in his anſwers 
and remembring the fidelity wherewith he had ever ſerved him, he gave over iſ” 
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him, and believed , that his friendſhip to me whs Srounded upon ſoine obligations I had 
laid upon him. Yer did' he refuſe him leave, to vitit me, and uſed all thoſe ſo jill who 


dared toask him, thar no body bad the boldneſs to ſpeak to him of it any more. By this 


order it came to paſs , that I was many days beforgl1 heard from my Princefs, or from 
Theodaces , audI paſted chem with an inconceivable rediouſneſs and impaticncy. Till 
then I had not imparted any thups of my love, or of my true quality to Critan, nor to my 
two. Scythians, believing thoſe ſecrets ſo important as not to be truſted to.any Man ex- 
cept Taxodates;; but they were made acquainted with my Birth, by the diſcourſe the 


King had with me , and I had already received ſo,great and fo certain proofs of their Fide- 


lity, in a Service of many Years , that tough the neceſſity of my aftairshad nat abliged 
me to diſcover my ſelj rathem, I.chougit I could no longer conceal any thing from them 
without being ungrateful. 1 laid my heart tlierefore open to them,. and thar laſt know- 


ledge they had of me, having made them more reſpe&full than. before, they calt them- 


* ſelves at my feet, and received that proof of my confidence in them with fuch a zeal, 
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and ſuch an affeQtion, as drew.rears from my Eyes, and made me find ſome comfort in 
my affliction :, Yet durit I nog give them any mellage to my Princeſs, but they ſaw Theg- 
dares often, and not daring to bring any Lecrers from him toy fear of the hazard they ran 
of being ſearch'd , they told me by word of mouth, how extreamly he was grieved for 
my misfortune, and how he had taken a reſolution, either to periſh, or to find ſome 
means to ſee me, and do me Service; they alſo brousht me word from him, that my Prin- 
ceſs took as deep an intereſt in m Sufferings as I could delire, and that notwithitanding 
all the endeavours ſhe uſed to diflemble her ſadneſs, ſhe could ngt bipder part of ir from 
appearing in her face. Though I doubted not before of my Princeſs's goodne(s, I was 
comforted by this news, and prepared my ſelt with more joy to undergo all che miſeries 
I was deſtined tg for her ſake ; yet could I not, for all my conſtancy, keep my (elf from be- 
wailing my Captivity ſometimes, but much leſs for the danger that threatned me, and for 
the loſs of that favour to which I was raiſed, than for the abſence of my Princeſs; and when 
I complained of the King of Scythia's cruelty and ingratitude, I accuſed him got fo much 
for having deprived me of my liberty, as for having deprived me of the ſight of Bere- 
nice. My furthelt walk was limited within the ſpace of a Chamber, a Cloſet, and an out- 
ward Room, where Criton and my two Scythians lay. My chamber had a window that 
over-looked a-ſcurvy little Garden, but the window had a double Tron grate before it, and 
the Garden was encloſed with a very high wall. One night I was in my Bed, where my 
cruel diſquiers would not ſuffer me to Sleep , when in that Kill lence I often heard a 
noiſe ar my Window, and hearkning attentively to it, I guefled that it was cauſed by cer- 
tain ones which were-thrown againtt the Iron bars , I called Criton, who was aſleepin 
the Ante-chamber, aud having made him riſe, I bad him open the window : Scarce had 
he done ſo, when by help of the Moon, which then cait a dim faint light, he perceived a 
Maa in the Garden, who as ſoon as he heard the noiſe of the window, came near enough 
tobe known by Criton for Priuce Theodates z Criton no ſooner knew him, but he told 
me of ir, and preſently I leaped out of Bed, with a joy intermixed with fear, by reaſon 
of the danger to which my Theodates expoſed himſelf. As. ſoon as I diſcerned him, 
Iput forch try head as far as the Grate would ſuffer me, and railing my Votce asloud as I 
durkt, for rear of waking my Guards, who were aſleep in a rootn beyond tie Ante-cham- 
ber, My dear friend (ſaid I) is it you? Yes, Sir, (anſwered he) it is evenT, and if I have 
not the liberty to entertain you at a nearer diſtance, neither accuſe the fear of danger, 
nor-the want of my affection. It is too well known to me todo ſo, ( reply'd I) and you 
now give me a proof of it, for which I with all my heart would have diſpenſed with you 
tis not without trouble that I enjoy this happineſs , and how dear ſoever you are to me, 
had rather want it than ſee you put your Fort:ne to ſo manifeſt a hazard. I hazard ir 
at any time, and my Life withall, ( {4id Theodates) to repay a part of whiat 1 owe you, 
andif need' ſhoald require me togive ic you without any coludition , yo ſhall never ſee 
me avoid the occaſions. You are too generous in your friendſhip, ( anfwered I) to be 
the friend of Arſaces., and the Heavens ought to have given your Virtue a more happy 
choice. We had ſome other words of civility upon that ſubje&, but havirg put an end 


them, to fall into a more important converſation, Well, dear Theodates, (ſaid I ) how 
Itands 
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ſtands my fortune , and what are my Princeſs's thonghts in this changeof my condition? 
Does not fear, or ſome unjuit conlideration of what ſhe owes to her Father's inclinations, 
make her avare ſomething of the affection ſhe has promiſed me ? Does ſhe nor repent 
her "aving look'd upon a miſerableMan? or at leatt does ſhe not bear his misfortune with 
an inſenlibleneſs , whereof I ſhould never have ſuſpected her ? You have leſs cauſe to do 
ſo thanever, ( ſaid Theodares ) nor can you complain of her in this occalion without do- 
ins anaQof injuſtice, whereot you could never deſerve parcon. Her thoughts are more 
paſſionate, ai:d more obliging to you than you ought to delire ; and1can affire you, 
ſhe tood in need of all her Courage to keep her ſelt from linking under her diſcontent, 
Cyllenia and IT receive proofs which will nor ſuffer us to doubt of it, and you ſhall re- 
ceive ſome your ſelf by this Letter, whereof I undertook the delivery. Artheſe words I 
felt a joy, which for a few moments made me forge: all my aflitions , and calling Criton 
to me again, whom I had ſet to watch near the room where my Guards lay , we ſtudied 
togerher for ſome invention to draw up the Letter to us : We cut ſome of our Linnen 
into narrow pieces, and tying them one to another, made a ſtring long enough toreach 
to Tizeodates ; he took it by rhe end, and ried the Lerter to it, and I no ſooner had got it 
into my hands, but I made Criton light a Candle , and not fearing Theodates would take 
it ill, I read theſe welcome words from my adored Princeſs. | 


The Princeſs Berenice to Prince Arſaces, 


F you have met wwth ingratitude amongſt my Friends, ftretch wot your reſentments, my dear 
I Arſacts, ſo far as the , but believe my condition cannot be good ſo long as yours is bad , 1 
ſuffer becauſe you are ill uſed, and 1 ſuffer the more becauſe = ſuff er for my ſake. Not that 1 
bewail my deſtiny, if you cIntinue to love me ; 1 ſhall never be unhappy if you be ever faithful, 
wor (hall you ever be unfortunate if Berenice's affeftion can comribute to your felicity ; allthe 
perſecutions that riſe againſt ta, ſhall nor be able to ſhake it , and the K ng of Scythia can 
ſhew no crns/ty to SR that will not equally be fatal to 
; BERENICE, 


In theſe few words, which I kifled a thouſand times, I found ſo many cauſes of com- 
fort, that I in ſome ſort rejoyc'd at my Impriſonment , which had afforded me the occali- 
on of rece.vins thoſe ſweet confirmations of my Princeſs's afte&tion. This conſideration 
would have taken me up whole hours, if I had not made a conſcience of abuling Theoda- 
res his patience, who was waiting alone in the Garden, and who, for all he waz a Prince, 
did me the ſame Offices I could have hop'd for from my meaneſt ſervant. As ſoon as he 
was come cloſe under my Window, putting my head out as I had done before , Moſt ob- 
liging Prin.e, ( ſaid I) and the moſt generous Friend of all thoſe that ever bore that name, 

our goodneſs puts me into a conful:on which I am not able to expreſs. 'Tis enough, 
( interrupted Tveodares ) reſerve theſe complements for others, and think now of ſending 
the Princeſs an anſwer. Since you will have it ſo, ( replied I) I'l drive my incivility to 
then molt, and I know you-will be ſo good as to pardon it, in conſiderations of my mis- 
fortunes: With theſe words I went from the Window , leaving my $o00d Friend to walk 
alone in the Garden, The ſame ſervants tiat had accompanied him, and that had brought 
the Ladder wherewith he had gotren over the Wall, ſaid for him in the next ftreet, and 
kept watch to hinder him from being ſurpriſed. Criton had found means, from the begin- 
ning of my Impriſonment, to procure Ink and Paper from my Guards, and having given 
it me, I writ to my Princeſs in theſe tearms. 


Arſaces to the Prixceſs Berenice. 


O, my dear Princeſs, I ſhall never be unfortuxate ſo long as you remember me , and all 
that 1 ſhall ſuffer for you, wnſtead of affiifting me, ſhall be accounted a moſt glorious re- 
compence. It was not in the King's power to deprive me of my liberty, I loſt it when 1 ſaw you 
fwſt , and by making me ceaſe to 4 you, he can neither take it away, nor re/toreit, Vet has Þ 

ted all rhe cruelty he could againſt me, and not being able to rob me of my Princeſs's affe@tt- 


on, 
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on, he has robb'd me of he r ſo1 obt, ſizxce that was 4 thing within the limit of bus Authority, It 
45 only in the want of it that iny lavpriſe 12meit conſiſts, and being forbidden to ſee you, [ ſhould 
be as much a Pr: ſewer 12 the open Field d, 4x the cloſeſt Dungeon, F ear nothi; »"g ther:tore for 
me, dear Princeſs, ſince ( except thoſe that depzid on jos ) this 15 the greatelt unhappineſs 1 can 
receives A 4 bei ing ſecar ed by your pronſe, of w hatſoever [ could apprehend , all that our E ne+ 
r cau do, 3s as; terrible ena. 42h 19-ſtrikg fe, w 10 the conrage of 
Arſaces. 

When I had folded up thts Lett ers I tied it to the {tring , and going to tae Window 
aSain, I let it down ivito TnCeodates one hand, with words full of aff-ctio: 1, aad adknow- 
led: ;ment tor the go0d Ott: ces he cid me. We lad lome otner d:{courie couCchins waar 
tac ($111: 1 $ 1NKC} Itions mis! JC CEAGAL 1lt me, whereot Theodates told MmC {12 Was as 19OrarT 
a 1; yer could he not believe, chat the King would come to extremities againlt me, 
after the ſervices I aad done to is hingdom, and ro his Perfou ; and we both believ'd, 
ne would ſpin our my Impriformme:t in length, to determine of it according to the event of 
his affairs. We had many things to lay to one anotaer , but 1 tear'd leit Taxodates thould 
be lurpri fed 1 11 {0 lon! a Viut, and {01 torc'd hum to $0 aways tough ne delir'd to have 
diſcourſed with 2 lons er. 

Attec that Nt3ht \ I faw tim and many others by the lame means, but never without 
brin$ing me mars of my Princels's remem: Yrance, and *ewas by caem I leflen'd the weari- 
ſomneſs "of my Impriſo! ment; which atcer tne loſles I had undergone, would not have veen 
ſapportable but for thoſe ſwee: confſolations, I learn'd by him how Artacomes continued 
his Perſecutions , and thou 3h 1 found a remedy aSainlt tac miichie b in the knowledge of 
the little fruit they reap'd , 1 ſaw great cauſe of tear, w 'nen I heard they were approv 'd by 
the King , and that infolent man " employ” d his aut nority to acquire, what he could not 
obtain by the merit of iis perſon. My Princeſs did me the honor to write me divers Letters 
upon that ſubject, and receiv'd a great many of mine about it ; you will ciſpence wit!: me 
if I repeat them Not 3 for if I ſhould tye my ſelf punctually to a particular reciral, my Nar- 
ration would be of a1 extraordinary lengeh, I had already been many moneths in Priſon, 
(the crae cauſe of it being known but to very tew , who being bound by Oath, never de- 
claced that fecrec to any body ) during which, 1 at ſeveral umes heard news from Theo- 
dates, whic! h produ iced different efteRs in me : Tae firit was that of Zopirio's entrins 10t9 
Scythia , whoſe firlt progrels Theodates rold me, and witit it the fright of all che Scy thi- 
ans, upon tie report of Al. xancer's comming, I continmed many days without learnins 
waat General wo :1d oe ſent againtt thoſe dreadtul Enemies , chough Theodares bro151t 
me word, that a!l te Scyt: 11ans petitioned thc King for their Prince's liberty, and cred 
aloud, that no other body could be {-r to oppole ruat Conquerour of all the Eartly. Tie 
Kin2, by tae co:afel of rite interefled Perſons, did long torvear to farizhie rheir delires, but 
in the end, he fond fo much puitice in them or rather ſo litt le ſecurity to him ſelf ang lis, 
in the electio:: oi azocher Commander , ( he hymſelt being already grown inhrm with 
Years, and very wht to undertake ſuch an Enterprite ) that he promiled them what they 
had ſo earneſtly lons'd for , and refolv'd to put an end to that tedious and unyult Capti- 
vity, for wit.c'1 all Scvthia had much lamented. I was extreamly over- joy'd when I heard 
this plea! N35 news by Theodate: , and raough my friendſhip ro my dear Brocher was ſufh- 
Clent alon '# make me , yeclI confels it was encreaſed by fome little mixture ot intereſt. 
I doubred Yot but I ſhould {till fad che ſame affection from him he had _— ſhew'd 
me, and was conhident, that in the Authority he was Soing to recover, I might hope tor 
all the ſupport, a::d all the aſſittance I coald delire. Yer did In ot think it fic he ſhould 10 
ſoon learn Me crit! or My "_ iT , for fear leſt being but upon tae point ot getting again 
into his Fathers 500 | opii:i01, the © 1deavouars he houlc | ute in favour of me,might calt i him 
nto nts dt iſpleaſi re more Geeply than Letore, and deltroy a fortune that was ye ec but weak- 

ly fetled. lo prev as this dans ger, I made Theocates twear he would doa thing I ſhould 
” Ire him, and after I had ſtrougly ens 046'd IM, taat there was no longer any caule to 
dobt his Marr” | entreated | Nm, Brother, char | '& Would Not MAKE you acq! aainted with 
Wat he knew coucernins me, till the end { of the War to which you were £om9 , becaiſe 
I was afraid that r.ews - [d be enon2h to make you quit tie employment that was given 
Yo, which would certainly incenſ? the Kins avainft v04 more than ever, and ſoutterly 

ratae 
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raine you. Theodates made great diſhculty of granting me this requeſt, but he was fo faſt 
tied by lis Oaths, whereof the Scythians have a particular Veneration , that after he had 
reliſted a good while, he was fain in the end to confirm the promiſe he had made me. This 
was, the cauſe, dear Brother, that hindred him from telling you my adventures, duri 
that Voyage in which he accompanied you , though, as he has told me lince, it was not 
without great violence upon his inclinations. The Prince of Scythia interrupring Arſaces 
here, It 1s true, ( ſaid he) Brother, Theodates did religioully obſerve what he had promi- 
ſed you, and till ſpeaking to me of you as of Arſaces, he contented himſelf with begerrigg 
alove in me toward you, by the recital of your good qualities, without ever making me 
ſuſpect that you were Artaxerxes. Alas! I was far from imagining any ſuch thing, and 
neither time, nor the continued courle of my adventures, had been able to make me loſe 
the remembrance of my dear Brother's death ; it was always preſent to my thoughts, and 
now I call to mind, that when it drew tears from my Eyes, and made me fall into thoſe 
Lamentations which I owed unto fo dear a memory , Theodates would allege examples 
to make me believe, that by ſome itrange effect of fortune you might ſtill be alive, and that 
there had been Perſons deceiv'dafter as great probabilities as choſe which had perſwaded 
us you were Dead, 

While the Prince was ſpeaking thus, Dinner was brought in, and thoſe illuſtrious Per- 
ſons made a plealing Meal together ; during which, their diſcourſe was partly concerning 
the marvellous events Arſaces had recounted ; and they had no ſooner Dined bur that 
Prince diſpoſed himſelf to go on with the remainder of l1is ſtory ; the company, who fear'd 
leſt ſpeaking ſo long might be hurtful to him in his preſent condition, would have dif- 
ſwaded him from continuing his Narration, bur he told them he felt himſelf well enough 
to make an end of it without prejudice to his health , and ſo having put them into theix 
former ſilence, he went on where he had lefr, on this manner. 


The End of the third Book, 
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The continuation of the Fourth Part of 
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The Fourth Boo x. 
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He joy I had receiv'd, dear Brother, by the news which gave me hope of your 
liberty, was moderated by that which Theodates brought me the day after, 
x when he told me the King had commanded him to accompany you in that 
Voyage, with Arſacomes, who was alſo to go along with you. This was a 
very ſenlible blow to me, and when I ſaw my felt reduc'd to loſe the conſo- 
lation of that dear triend, I knew not which way I ſhould be able to bear it. Theodates 
ſzemed noleſs troubled at itthanlI was, and would rather have drawn the Kings anger vp+ 
on himſclt, chan have forſaken me in a ſeaſon when he was ſo neceflary to me ; but I was 
very unwilling my friendſhip ſhoald be prejudicial to him, therefore repreſenting that I 
was not like to run any hazard of my life during his abſence, and that the King ſeemed to 
be a little mollified lince my impriſonment, 1, after a =_ conteſtation, perſwaded him to 
leave me for a time. I will not entertain you with the diſcourſe of our tarewels, the place 
would not ſ:ffer us to embrace one another, but it hindred us not from ſaying all that ſo 
tender an affe&tion as ours could make us utrer at ſuch a parting. We took as good order in 
my affairs, as the haſtineſs of your deparcure would permit ; but it was ſo ſudden, that 
the next day I was deprived of that dear friend, who ſo generoully affiſted me to ſupport 
the burthen of my misfortunes. I heard in what manner the King had fetclit you our of 
priſon himſelf, and how he had made you to take horſe, without giving you the liberty to 
come into the Town, or ſo much as to ſee the Princeſs your lifter; and I jadg'd with ſome 
robability, that knowing how earneſtly you would interelt your ſelf on my behalf, be 
fad u;'d that caution in your departure, to keep you from all knowledge of me ; which I 
the rather bel:ev'd, becauſe he appointed none of thoſe to wait upon you in your voyage, 
who had been preſent at our laſt converſation ; and for Arſacomes, if he knew who 1 was, 
a5 it wa: likely he did, ſince it was by one of his creatures I thought my ſelf to have been 
diſcovered, he wanted not many reaſons powerful enough to oblige him to (lilence. I was 
left in a very gloomy night, tho1gh it were lightened with ſome ſmall beam of hopezin the 
expectation of your return, and ſweetned with fome comfort by the going away of Arſa- 
comes, who by that means loſt the opportunity of making any advantage of my impriſon- 
menc, tor the furtherance of his pretealions to Berenice ; 'tis true, the Queen his Siſter ſup- 
plied his place well enough, and tormented that poor Princeſs in fuch manner, that ſhe was 
often conſtrain'd to make complaints agaiqft her, by whoſe ill uſage ſhe was driven beyond 
the limits of her uſual moderation. I receiv'd'no more of her Letters after Theodaregs his 
departure, but Criton ſaw Cillenia every day, and learned news of her, which he ſtill 
brought me by word of mouth. This was ſome eaſe to my afflitions for being deprived of 
ſo dear a ſight, yer not ſo great an one, but that they bean to overwhelm me, and to put 
me into ſuch a condition as migat have mov'd pity even in the King of Scythia himſelf. I 
liv'd on this manner, or rather ſiffer'd a continual death, when my miſcries receiv'd a 
bloody ſurcharze, and that which I had ever apprehended. 
Queen Stratonice finding with waat repugnance the Prince£s defended ber ſelf 
1859 6 aSainlt 
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acainlt her brothers affetion, and imagining by the opinion ſhe had of him, that he was 
handſome enough to merit hers, believ d that ſo ftrong a reliſtance, bori againlt his per- 


ſecutions, and avainit the Kings command, could not proceed from any _ elſe but an 


averlion caus'd by ſome other love. Arſacomes had already told her his ſuſpicions of me, 
and had by that advertiſement ovlig'd her to obſerve my ations more heedfully than be- 
fore ; nor wasſhe contented with that care, but that ſhe might be perfe&tly ſatisfied of 
the trach, ſhe, by preſeats and promiſes, had corrupted one of the Princeſs's Maids, who 
had formerly belonged to her, and had ſo diſpoſed her to a treacherous compliance with 
her intentions, that that diſloyal Wench had no other thought but to play the ſpie upon 
her Miſtre(s's ations, and to ſeek occalions of betraying her, as the means to make her 
ſelf a fortune. - The Princeſs truſted her not with the ſecret of her affeftion, neither did 
ſhe miſtruſt her, but next to Cyllenia, uſed her as favourably as any of the reſt. She ob- 
ſerv'd the freq 1ent diſcourſes between Criton and Cyllenia during my impriſonment, and 
by telling the Queen of them, confirm'd her in her ſuſpicions, and drew more conlidera- 
ble gifts and promiſes, that engag'd her furtner in her pernicious delign, which ſhe found 
means to effect when ſhe lealt expected it. The Princeſs, contrary to the requelt I had 
often made her, kept all my Letters, and not thinking ſhe had any body aboat her ſo falſe 
as to ſeek to becray her, only lockt them up in a cabinet, with thoſe other things ſhe ya- 
laed mot. Oe day having ſhat her ſelf up iuco her cloſe Cloſer with Cyllenia, after ſhe 
had entertained her a while with the grief which her goodneſs made her ſenlible of for 
my ſufferinss, ſhe called for her Cavinec,and ſoaght-to comfort her ſelf in her diſcontents, 
by her reading of my letters. She fate leaning upon a Table, where ſhe read them over 
one after another, but before ſhe had done, ſhe was ſnrprized in that tedious employment, 
by ſleep, which itole into her eyes. Cyllenia not taking notice that her Miſtreſs was fallen 
aſleep, and being call'd away by ſome other bulineſ;, went very imprudently out of the 
Cloſet, ſhutting tae door but half way after her. While ſhe was abſent, and the Princeſs 
alleep, that perfidious creature, who ſerv'd Stratonice in her intention, and had ſet her 
mind upon nothing but her treachery, came either by chance, 'or out of de{isn, into the 
Camber, where ſhe neither found the Princeſs nor any of her Companions; and then 
drawing near the Cloſet door, which ſhe ſaw halt open, afcer ſhe had pull'd it a little fur- 
ther, ſhe thruſt in her head, and ſaw the Princeſs alleep upoa the laſt letter ſhe was read- 
ing, and by her all the reſt, whereof ſome were open. The light made her gueſs inſtantly 

part of the trath, and taking courage by hope of the recompence ſhe expe&ted, ſhe grew 

ſo bold as to gointo the Cloſet, and to tteal ſoftly 'to the Table, where ſeeing that her 

Miſtreſs wakened not,ſhe took four of my letters, from among a ſcore of others,and putting 

them up in haſte, went out again not making. any noiſe, and paſſed through the Chamber 

without meeting any body that could diſcover.her. Within a while after Cyllenia being 

return'd,. and Berenice awake, ſhe gave her the Cabinet to ſet away, not perceiving the 

theft, by reaſon of the number of Letters. The wench was no ſooner in a place where 

ſhe could look upon the prey, but ſhepreſently caſt her eyes upon it, and in the firft 

words ſhe read, found all that was deſired of her. She delayed not a minute to go to 

Stratonice's Lodgings, and having ealily obtain'd a particular Audience, deliver'd her 

the Letters ſhe had itollen: As ſoon as Stratonice had read one of them, ſhe ſaw her 

ſelf but too much confirm'd in her opinion, and having 1n the reit found more than ſhe 

wiſhed for her brothers ſatisfaction, was tranſported with anger, and went full of reſent- 

ment into the Kings Chamber were ſhe made her cruel accuſation to him, and gave him 

thoſe Witneſſes that were to convince us. The King having formerly receiv'd many 

Letters from me, was ſo well acquainted with my hand, that it was eafie for him to 

know it at the firſt ſight, The aftoniſhmentvf Actzon at the ſudden alteration of his 

ſhape, was not to be equall'd to that of the King of Scythia at the {ighrt of my Letters, 

nor can I repreſent what a confulion ſeiz'd on him, whea in the firlt he open'd he found 

theſe words. 


Arſaces 
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eArſaces to the Princeſs Berenice. 


Should have been dead, fair Prizceſs, but for the ſweet conſolations you afford my miſer 1s, 
| bow my Enemies had triumphed over my life as ſoon as my | tberty » if they could have triums- 
phed over your conſtancy. But can 1 have any reaſon to-complain of them, ſince 1n the def gu of 
ruining me, they raiſe my fortune ; and ſince they ſeem to have depriv'd me of my Princeſs's 
fight, only to grve me the occaſions of knowing her affettion ? this happineſs is infinitely above all 
of miforrnnes, and for « gainof ſo great importauce, my greatet loſes are inconſulerabl. 

O Gods! ( cryed the King as he made an end of reading this Letter ) with what kind 
of affection will you over-whelm me , and by what ations have I ſo highly incenſed you, 
that you ſhould arm my ingratefull family againſt my repoſe, and againſt my reputation ? 
Ah! Bereaice, fooliſh Berenice, whom I never ſuſpected of ſuch lightneſs, and of ſuch a 
pertidioaſneſs , by what uſage have I given thee cauſe to betray me, and by what puniſh- 
wents canlt thoa be able to blot out the offence thou haſt committed againſt me? Ha- 
ving ſaid thus, he open'd another Letter, in which with a like aſtoniſhment he read theſe 
words. 


eArſaces to the Princeſs Berenice. 


T ſorrows are redoubled by the knowledge of yours, and I ans leſs ſenſible of my own miſe- 
M ries, than of the perſecutions you ſuffer from that inſolemt Brother, and his cruel >iſter 
but pardon me, dear Princeſs, if 1 cannot be totally affiitted at thems, nor thirk with trouble of the 
aſſaults you receive, without looking with joy upon the generous reſiſtance you make in favour of 
me ; my advantages thereby are too great to bf the remembrarce of them wterly, and if 1 had 
nt had an indiſcreet Rival, and a troubleſome Enemy , 1 ſhould not ſo ſoon have krown the 
conſtancy of my adored Princeſs. 
The King was ſo tranſported at the reading of theſe, that he had not patience toread 
the other Letters , bur the Queen open'd them in his preſence, and made him alſo hear 
theſe words in the next. 


eArſaces tothe Princeſs Beremce. 


| Have been told what paſt laft Night in your Chamber , and what crael words the King 
[poke in favour of my Rival ; you heard them, mo#t lovely Princeſs, without changing your 
reſolution, and being all made up of goodneſs and generoſity, are fill williag to ſuffer for hun, 
whoſe moſt cruel [u erings cannot at all merit the leaFt of yours ; there ts no juſtice 18 it fair 
Princeſs, but though there were a great deal leſs, it ts 1mpoſſiile for me to condemn you 5 T con- 
feſs 1 love my ſelf too well, ſince 1 deſire my own advantage to the prejudzce of your repoſe , but 
[ do it only becauſe I am yours, and if I ſhould ceaſe to be ſe, 1 proteſt to you, 1 wonld alſo ceaſe 
to love my ſelf. 

Ah! Suborner, ( cryed the King ) art thou not content with having employed thy ſub- 
tilty in broaching thy faithleſs practices in my Kingdome, without making uſe of it to ſe- 
duce my owa Houſe agaiuſt me z and couldit thou not ſatishe thy ſelf with ſpreading thy 
Poiſon among the Scythians, without infecting alſo the Royal Fatnily 2 Let's ſee, (continu- 
ed he, raking the la{t Letter out of the Queen's hand) ler's ſee the reſt of his perfidious de- 
11913, and ſet us in the continuation of his crimes, find evident matter for our revenge. 
Saying thus, he caſt his Eves upon it, and ſaw that it was written in theſe tearms. 


 eArſaces to the Princeſs Berenice. 


L- not able to repreſent with what an acceſs of joy I heard the King's intention to 
ſet our dear Brother at liberty, Thit contentment ( deareft Princeſs ) u both' beyond ex- 
Gggs 2 preſſion, 
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preſſion and imagination ; and though by the end of his Captivity 1 hope for that of my affij.. 
ftions , I proteſt that aur Imctrſts makg the ſmalleſt part of my. joy, and that as that Brother 
5 infimtely dearer tome than ty ſelf, 1 look upon his happineſs and his advantages with a great 
deal more ſ[attsfattion than mine own, Not that 1 can have gre them, ( fair Prin« 
ceſs) but 1 grue them up abſolutely to my dear Brother , being 1 cannot think, of bus liberty, 
without hoping thereby for the eſt abli (ment of my fortune. | ; 
Thy hopes are vain, ( ſaid the King as he made an end ot reading theſe words ) thy 
hopes are vain, falſe Arſaces, diſlembling Artauemes, and though by thy diſloyal pratices 
thoa corrupteſt my Subjects, and armeſt mine own Children againit me, know thou ſhalt 
reap but ſmall advantage by it, and ſhalt profit bur little, either by the -infidelity of Oro- 
ondates, or by the weakneſs of Berenice. As he ſpoke thele words, he walked about the 
Chamber with ſo furious an action, that the Queen did not dare to look upon him, and 
began already to repent that ſhe had put him into ſo violenta rage. Berenice, ( ſaid he) 
Bereaice has betray'd me, and that Daughter whom I had brought up with ſo much care, 
and in whom I had thought I had: found ſo many ligns of durtifull obedience, and of a 
pertect virtue , does not only love a Man without my approbation, but gives her ſelf 
over (faithleſs Girle as ſhe is) to the love of my mortal and irreconcileable knemy. This 
thought tranſported him with fury, and preſeatly after, 1'l puniſh her (continued he) in 
{ſuch a manner, as ſhall ſerve for an example to all that are of her condirion , and ſhall 
teach all Royal Families the hainouſnelſs of ſuch an infidelity avaintt a Father, and againſt 
a Kings, With theſe words, not being able to matter hi: anger, he ſeat for the Princeſs,and 
at the ſame time having learn'd in what place ſhe us'd to fer the Box where any Letters 
were, he gave his Guards order to bring ic him, and to take it by force if there were any 
difficulty made of delivering it. , Berenice had no ſooner received the King's command, 
when being ignorant of her dettiny, ſhe went to wait upon him in his Chamber , but 
ſcarce was ſhe come in, when ſhe read her misfortune in his face ; and being ſhe was com- 
monly in an apprehenſion of what then had happen'd, ſhe inſtantly found her condemnati- 
on in her Father's looks. O Gods ! How intinitely was ſhe ſurprized, when inſtead of the 
kind welcome ſhe was wont toreceive trom him, ſhe ſaw her ſelf raec with ſo terrible an 
ation, as might have daunted the moſt fearleſs perſons. He had {till my laſt Letter in 
his hand, tie others lay open upon the Table , and preſently atter they brought in 
tie Cabinet, in which were all the reſt. At that light alone ſhe ſeemed half dead, and 
the King having beheld her.a while in that trouble, which did abſolutely convince her, 
without being able to: find; words capable to expreſs is Indignation , broke forth 
at lait in ſuch a manner, that a clap of Thunder could not have ſtruck ſuch a terrour 
into the afrighted heart or that poor Princeſs. Thou wicked, ingratefull, perfidi- 
ous Creature, ( ſaid he) or rather thou Montter of Infidelity and Ingratitude, behold the 
gallant marks of thy virtue ; thou art not only convinced of an affe&tion which diſho- 
noars thee, and which fixes an eternal blemiſh upon thy reputation , bur alſo of holding a 
treachero1s intelligence with my mortal Enemies, or rather of a conſpiracy againit thy Fa- 
ther, and azainſt thy King ; ſee here, ſee the brave Letters of Darius his Son, and bragg 
of having made him triumph over my whole Family , as thou would have made him 
do over my Dominions, and perhaps over my very Life. Was it then in favour - 
of this Lover, that thou ſo ſtifly didit oppoſe my command? and didſt thou perlift in that 
Pride, and that diſdain of a Birth inferiour to thine , only to ſeek for an equality 
in the remnants of Darius his Blood , and in this develited Prince , who by his 
horrible praftices would at the coſt of our Houſe, have repaired the lofles of his own? 
The poor Princeſs at this torrent - of cruel words, was ready to loſe her Senſes, and 
her Underſtanding , and all ſhe was able to do, was to let her ſelf fall at the King's feet, 
where ſhe endeavoured to appeaſe his anger by a ſtream of tears , which would have 
mollified any otier heart but his. His was not at all mov'd with them, but thruſting 
back this poor Princeſs, with Eyes ſparkling with wrath; and with an aFtion full of cruel 
ty. Think not, ( faid he by thy deceitfull tears to ſoften my juſt reſeritments, ſince thou 
joyneſt thy ſelf in a confederacy with my Enemies to betray me, thou with them ſhalt bear 
the reward of thy Treachery ; and (ince thou declareſt thy ſelf my Enemy , thou ſhalt 
know me to be thine ; all my thoughts of love are now turn'd into thoughts of hatred 
ag alll 
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agaialt thee 3 and as thou haft hitherto found me an indulgent Father, ſo ſhalt thoy 
now ſee me as fevere an Enemy. I'l rake an order co croſs thy perfidious deſigns , and 
lince Heaven hath dilcover'd them to me, to thy eteroal ſhame and confulion, I'l make 
what ever yo1 had prepared againtt me fall upoa thy Self, and upon thy falſe Suborner. 
Let him nor {o ſoon rezoyce at the advantages he has won upon my Houſe, I hope they 
ſhall benefic him but lictle ; and I have beea im a condition to ſarisfe my ſelf for all the 
Iajuries he has done me. The King accompanied thete words with a whole heap of 
Reproaches, which it would be hard for me to repeat , and this poor Princeſs was ſo 
troubled at them, that ſhe never tad the confidence to open her mouth in her own ju- 
ſification. Her iilence perfected her condemnation in tae King's thoughts, and after he 
had further asgravated her griets by many bitter words, he commandeth her to be gone 
out of his preſence, and to retire to her caamber, which was to be her priſon. You trem- 
ble {ill ar this remembrance, Madam, ( purſred Arſaces turning toward Berenice ) and 
in your face, 1 {till fee the marks of the fright you were in at that encounter » truly 
the cauſe was ſutfcient, and when I heard the relarion of it, tize apprehenalions I fell into 
for you, came bur lirtle ſhort of yours. Yet did notT hear it till tome few days atrer ; 
but that very day my ſervants were forbidden to ſtir any more out of priſon, and were 
preſently deprived of that lirtle Iiberty, which till chen had been permitted them, I will 
not tell you, Brother, what Bereaice's thoghts were, feeing her ſelf expoſed to the an- 
er of a father, whoſe pitileſs nature was not unknown to her ; you are not iSnorant 
that ſhe is of a very gentle humour, and ſuch an one as was no way able to relitt thoſe 
violent affaules. Tae confulion ſhe was in, ſeeing her affection diſcovered, and her 
fear of the King's Threats, tormented her nota little , but ſhe has had the goodneſs to 
confeſs ro me lince, ( and will pardon meit I tell it you) that the apprehenlion of my 
danger made the greatelt part of all her f vfferings » not doubring but that the King inthe 
violence of his anger, would fly to extremities againſt me. This fear which was not 
oroundleſs, could not ſertle it ſelf in her heart, wichout a moſt ſenſible affliction - and 
thoush ſhe had cauſe enough to lament for her own captivity, ſeeing ſhe was a priſoner 
her (elf, aud confin'd to the limits of her chamber, yer did ſhe to that conlideration add 
alſo that of Arſaces his ruine, and was exceſſively grieved for fear of ſeeing a Prince 
periſh, and periſh by her occalion, who had given himfelf wholly to her , and who by 
the endeavours of his Services, had merited ſome part in her affetion. Theſe indeed 
were lawtull apprehenhtions , but they would have been Much greater, if ſhe had been 
of the King's countel , and had perteftly -known his tinal reſolution. Truly it was 
a ſtranger one than I expected , and you will not only diſapprove it, Brother, but will alſo 
be aſtoniſhed at it , and if you pleaſe, will pardon me all roſe words, which a jult ſenſe 
thereof may make me utter in tae proſecution of my diſcourſe. I was in my Chamber 
with Criton, where were alſo Tneocles and Hyander my two faithfull Scythian ſervants , 
when I ſaw one of thoſe that commanded my Guards come in, tollowed by five or (ix of 
his men in a manner, that was ſometuing extraordinary, He brought a Cup 1n his right 
hand, and a Dagger in his lefr. His countenance was altered by the buſin-fs he had under- 
taken, and all things about him contributed to make me know his errand ; I was ſurpriſed 
at this encounter, and gueſs'd, though with ſome rep.gnance, the truth of his commuſion. 
Yer did1 give him time to tell me what it was, and he trembling, and tammering, a: lat 
got out theſe words ; Sir, ( ſaid he) the King is refolv'd that you muſt Dye; but the 
conliderations he has of your Perſon, and of the Services you have done this State, will 
not ſuffer him to employ the hands of any of his SubjeRts to do that Office, therefore he 
eaves it to your own, and to your ciioice, to take either this Ponyard, or this Poyſon, for 

the execurion of his will, R 
Ai! Brother , ( cryed ont Prince Oroondates, at this part of Arſaces his diſcourſe ) 
what prodigies are theſe you tell me? and what ſhame will you have me ſuffer?” for 
deing born of a more cruel and a more baroarons Monſter, than any that Africk ever 
bred! Oh thou inhumane Tyger, I diſavow thee , and lince thou coft fo little 
coni1der, borh the chiefeſt blood in all the world, and the perſon that ought to bematk 
dear, and moit conliderable to thee - I account my Birch more vile and ſhamefull, than 
if Ihad receiv'd it from the baſelt drezgs of the people. -Oroondates tranſported <. 
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his reſentment, would have gon on with his invective , if Arſaces had not hindred him by 
proſecuting his ſtory on this manner ; , 

I confeſs, Brother, I was as much ſurpriz'd 2s you are at this cruel propolition ; for 
thouzh I bezan to be acquainted wita the King's humour, and that I had ſome reaſon tg 
look tor ſome ill uſage , 1 could never have believed he would have run to that extremity 
againlt a Prince of my quality, and a Prince who had ſerv'd him both in his affairs, and 
in his own perſon, And indeed I tettified my attoniſhment by a iilence, which perchance 
made theſe Guards think it was caus'd by the fear of Death. True it is, I had ceas'd to de- 
lire it, as well by reaſon of the proofs I received of my Princeſs's atte&tion, as of the hopes 
I had in your affiltance , and that if my Litz (which the ſweetneſs of theſe hopes began to 
make much dearer to me than it was before ) could be preſerv'd without doing an unwor- 
thy ation , I did not diſdain to lay hold of the occation. Yet was it not ſo much the fear 
of lo{ing it, as the horrour of that uſage, together with deſpite and amazement, thar caus'd 
the greatneſs of my confuſion. Burt as great as it was, I quickly recovered my ſelf, and 
looking upon that fatal meſlenger, with an a&tion that utterly took away the little cou» 
raze he had left: Is it poſſible, ( ſaid 1), the King ſhould have given you tlus Commiſion 
aSainlt x Prince, whoſe Birth is known to him, and againſt a Prince to whom he owes 
his Lite and the Peace of his Dominions ? 'Twas he himlelf that gave it me, ( replied the 
man) bur I rook it not without repugnance , yetI am-oblig'd to obey his orders, and pun- 
tally to execute his commands. What, { ſaid I) you who are one of the very Scythi- 
ans, that have often ſeea me at the head ot your Armies, ſecuring your quietneſs by the 
loſs of my own Blood , are you reſolved to obey his Orders, and to execute his Com- 
maids ? Yes, Sir, ( anſwered that Barvarous fellow ) and if after the choice I have offer'd 
yo1 , Your hand refuſe to perform his ſentence, mine muſt become the inſtrument to 
ſupply that defe&t. T'l fave ir that labour , ( reply'd I with a countenance far more 
reſolute than his) and Death is too familiar to me, to borrow that from thy hands, which 
I can ealily compaſs with mine own : give me that Dagger, ( continued I, putting forth 
my hand) the ocher kind of Death would little become the Life of Arſaces , and he has 
been Prodigal enough of his Blood for thee, and all.thy Country-men, to make thee be- 
lieve, he can himſelf pour forth the remainder of it, to ſatisfie the ingratitude of the Kin 
of Scythia. As I ended theſe words, Itook the Dagger from his hand, but *twas wit 
an intention very different from his, and as ſoon as ever I had hold of it, I lift up my arm, 
and inſtead of ftriking my own break, itabb'd it upto the Hilt in his. Scarce had I pull'd it 
out again all hot and bloody, but inſtantly I plung'd it into the Body of his nearelt com- 
panio , who by reaſon of the ſuddenneſs of my ation had not time to prevent it, and 
then immediately taking away his Sword , I began to diſpute my Life againſt the reft. 
I might perchance have periſhed, being unarmed as I was ; but I was furiouſly ſeconded 
by Criton, who had gotten up the Sword of the firſt , and by my two Scythians, who 
. being reſolved to dye with me, laid hold of the Swords and Javelins of thoſe they ſaw 
fall, and plac'd themſelves by my lide with a marvellous courage. By their aflitance I 
was quickly deliver'd from my Enemies, who were 10 better arm'd than we, and the laſt 
of them was turning his back to ſave himſelf in the Hall, where he had left more of his 
Companions , when he ſaw them come to his relief : I was ſo heated, that the number of 
my Enemies frighted me but little , but they were ſo terrified themſelves by the death of 
their fellows, and by the reſoluteneſs wherewith we came upon them, that rhey cid nor 
what they might have done, to revenge their companions, and to oppoſe my paſlage. 
True it is, the knowledge I had, that this was the only way for my fofery, and for my 
revense, and my delire to ſell a Life at the deareſt rate, which they ſo unworthily would 
have taken away z made me do things beyond my ſtrength, and I gave but few blows that 
diſpatch'd not an Enemy out of the Fight. Criton and my two Scythians afliſted me fo 
Valiantly, that they laid five or lix of them at their feet, and the reſt were ſo poſſeſſed 
with fear, that they left the paſlage, and the door open to me. They followed us down 
Rairs, but very coldly , and thoſe that came in our way to hinder our goins out, felt ſuch 
effe&s, eirher of our courage, or of our deſpair, that the laſt of them were conſtrain'd to 
open the outermoſt gate, to ſeek their ſafery in the Town. We ruſhed out after them 
without delay , and came into the Street all bloody, and ina poſture that might have 
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caus'd rexrobr in the moſt undaunted perſons. My. Guards cry'd oat in the ſtreets, and 
call'd for-help in tne Kings name ; taeir criescrew a great many people together, but the 
light of us par them to a ſtand, and when I ſaw them waver un the reſolution they 
Mould take : People of Ifledon (ſaid I) for you 1 have often given the better part of 
my blood, and will you favour my enemies in a baſe and cruel aflafſinate ; or rather 
will you ſee him murther'd by traiterons, ingratetul wretches, who at your Head has 
both fought and conquer'd for you? I am your General, I am yor Fellow Souldier 
Arſaces, the very man to whom you ſo voluntarily ſubmicted your ſelves, and che very 
man wiom you have followed in War with fo much aftection. As I ſpake theſe words, 
I open'd my way with my {word among thoſe Enemies I itil] had lefr, and they wrought 
ſach an effe& upon the people; that whether it were that my face repreſeating yer ſome 
1dea of that which had commanded them, ftirr'd up ſome remainders of reſpect toward 
Te, of that the cruelry and injuſtice of the uſage which was ſhew'd me, caus'd ſome 
horrour and averlion in them, or that they had ſtill preſerv'd ſome remnant of that love 
which they had formerly born me, they never ſtirr'd ro do me any hurr ; nay, and there 
were Many amons them, who, to facilitate my retreat, peſtered my Enemies, and clear'd 
my paſſaze as much as pollibly they could. They would have done more for my ſafety, 
if they had dared, but I made ſuch uſe of thoſe proofs of their good will, that I got a 
creat deal of ground toward the City Gate, and kepr my enemies thl! our of the reach of 
my ſword. - All this reiiftance, and all rhis favour of the Scythians. did indeed defer my 
death, but it was not ſuſhcient to have hinder'd it, without heaven's particular aſſiſtance. 
Tae news of this adventure was already carried to the Kings, and there was no doubt but 
he would ſoon ſend Troops againlt me ; I was on foot, without other arms ſave my ſword, 
woanded with ſome light hures ; but thoſe that accompanied me had few parts of their 
bodies free, and poor Hyander, one of my molt faithful Scyrhians, afrer he had done 
ations worthy of eternal memory, fell dead by me, leaving his fellow in a condition 
litle different from his. I already ſaw more ſouldiers coming to the relief of their com- 
anions, and in ſhort, I ſaw evident death before my eyes, ſo that what reſolution ſoever 
had taken to ſell my life as dearly as I could, I ſhould certainly have loſt it, if the 
Gods had not ſent me a miraculous ſuccour ; I call it miraculous, becauſe in the conjun-= 
Qure of it there was ſomething very extraordinary, which made me obſerve their parti- 
cular care of my ſafety. I was ftriving, weary and wounded as I was, to prolong my 
deſtiny, when I ſaw fifteen or twenty Horſemen come up to me, at the head of whom I 
knew my dear Theodates ; Tneodates, who I thought bad been in the Princes Army, 
who was then coming into the Town, or rather who was then ſent thicher by the Hea- 
vens for my relief. Before he came to us, he had heard ſome rumour of that adventure 
at his arrival, and his eyes then telling him the truth of it, he never ſtood conſidering 
4 What reſolution he ſhould rake, but galloping up with his ſword drawn, he did ſo ſcat- 
ter thoſe that were Lefore me, that he had a free and open paſſage. Courage,valianr 
Arſaces, { cryed he) we muſt eſcape, arid Theddates muſt eirher brins you off from this 
danger, or periſh with you. He gave me not leiſure to reply, but as he ſpake thoſe 
words, made two or three of his men alight, and offer'd me their Horſes : For all I 
was ſo woanded, I got reaſonable lightly upon the firit, Cricon took another, bur poor 
Theocles his ſtrength fail'd, and at that very moment his life forſook him; and I 
Itayed but jult as long as it was neceflary to me. The death of theſe rwo faithful Ser- 
vants would have been a great affliftion to me, it I had then been in a condition to 
be as ſeniible of it as I ſho11d have been at another time. . As ſoon as I was on horſeback, 
I believ'd my ſelf out of danger, and trampling thoſe, under my horſes feet who would 
have*oppos'd my paſlage, I ran with Theodates and his men to the neareſt Gate. We 
came thither jult as the King ſent an order to have it ſhut, . and a ſouldier was thruſting 
out his arm for that purpoſe, when giving him a good flaſh with my ſword I mace him 
ler go his hold, and with the ſhock of our horſes overturaing thoſe that were in our 
way, we got our of the Town, and took toward the field ro our utmoſt ſpeed. The ſwift- 
nels of our flight carried us off without further difticulry, and before thoſe whom the 
King feat to purſue us, were got on horſeback, we were already above fifty furlongs from 
the Town, Then we were favour'd by the night, which preſently overtook us, and ſexving 
rae 
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the hish ways we rodecrols the field, and in the dark toward thoſe great forrelts that are a- 
bour three or for hundred furlongs from Iffedon. Afloon as Theodates thought us enough 
atliverty to converſe, he ſuffer'd me toemurace him, and give him thanks for what he bad 
done towards my eſcape. Never were more ardent nor more tender endearments us'd be- 
tween twofriends ; and though I had not lov'd Theodates fo well as I did, yer I ſhould have 
been the qgoſt ungrareful man in the World, if ſuch as ſervice as thatT had newly receiv'd, 
had not made me abſolutely his.My dear deliverer (ſaid I) or rather the Genius of Arlaces 
his life and fortune, muſt you needs happen to be, or'rather muſt you appear by miracle a 
all places where you are neceflary to my ſafery, aud mutt I never find an occalion to re- 

ite you with an office of the like nature. I am ſo extreamly engaged to you already, 
Crephjed the affectionate Theodates ) that you have no cauſe at all to wiſh me more 9- 
lis'd ; and I much more juſtly am indebted to you, tor a lite which ſhallever be readily lai 
down for yours. We accompanied theſe words, and many others of the ſame ſtile, with 
an infinite number of moſt dear embraces ; and when we had given truce to them a little, 
we began to ask one another concerning our murual affairs, 1 preſently queſtioned Theo- 
dates about the Prince my Brother, and aboutthe occalion of his own coming to Itledon, 
but he would tell me nothing, till he had heard my. laſt adventures, and the cauſe of the 


condition he had found me in. I told him all I knew, and he art that relation trembled,and 


deteſted the Kings cruelty and ingratitude, in tearms which gave me new aflurances of his 
hatred to Vice, and of the affe&tion he bore me. When I had given him that account, he 
fatisfied me in what I delired to know of him, and made me the.recital of the battel you 
had won againſt Zopirio, with ſome other of your particular ations, which fill'd me with 
joy and admiration, and then coming to the cauſe of his departure from the Army, My 
timpatiency to ſee you again, ( continued ie) and the perpetual apprehenſions I was infor 
yo, made me return toward Ifiedon ; but I wanted not another pretence, and ſome con- 
reltations that paſled between Arſacomes and me in matter of Command: furniſhed me 
with one ſpecious enough, toask the Princes leave to come away. Not but that I was very 
much troubled to leave him, and had delire to ſhare in the glory of what he had ye: to doy 
but as often as I remembred that I had left you a Priſoner, and expoſed to the anger of z 
Prince, whoſe humour was well enough known to me, I fell into diſquiets that would not 
ſuffer me to take any reſt, I even repented me that I had obey'd the Kings orders, and 
that I had forſaken you in a condition wherein my ſervices were moſt am to you, I 
alſo found a great deal of conltraint in the Oath you had exatted from me, and not being 
able to tell the Prince the truth till the end of the war, I on the other (ide could not en- 
dure to leave him in that ignorance at my departure. I therefore found out a middle way, 
and reſolv'd to deliver him thatin writing, which it was forvidden me to tell him, yet ob- 
ſerving what youhad enjoyned me, and tying him to the ſame promiſe I had given you; 
for this purpoſe the day of my departure I wrote theſe words, 


T heodates 


To Prince Oroondates. 
AY inviolable Oath has kept me hitherto from declaring what it 1s neceſſary you ſhould 


kmw ; but fince I now have the liberty, I will acquaint you Sir, that the Great Arſaces, 
to whom the King your Father us indebted for his life, and your Country for the quietneſs it hath 
enjoyed, is Prince Artaxerxes the ſon of Darin, your Dear Friend, your Dear Brother ; and 
he, on whom you have beftowed ſo many tears, The Gods ſav'd him miraculouſly from that 
Battel where you thought he had been ſlain, and ſince that time, his paſſion for the Princeſs 
Berenice, and the ogies of doing ſervice to your friends have kept him in Scythia, He 1s now 
a Priſoner to the K "ng your Father, who without doubt has diſcovered hins to be the ſon of Da 
rins: Fudge of his danger oy yur knowledge of the Kings humonr z and by the friendſhip that 
was between you, think what = he ought to have in your Aſſiſtance. 


O Gods ! (cryed Prince Oroondates, when Arſaces had repeated that Letter) how 


many misfortunes would the (ight of theſe words have ſav*d me, if you had ſuffer'd me 
to 
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to calt my Eyes upon them ! but you had ocherwiſe decreed, and that knowledge would 
certainly have over-t:raed all che orcer of tole adventure; tizat have lince befalleu me. 
My voyage to Saſz had been diverted, or at leatt deterred , and I ſhould have thrown 
off all conuderation of my own Llaterelt, and run to the ſuccour of my dear Artaxerxes. 
Ai ! Brother, how I blame your unjut cautiouſnelſs, in concealing trom me the only 
happinels , from whence in te fad coudition I then was, I could draw any confolaciou ; 
and how I ſhould hate Theoda'es for being fo ſcrupulous , it I had not ſo many oc- 
calions to love him tor the go0d Offices |:e has done you ! It is true, Brother, ( coaumed 
Oroo:Cates) aid I will fay tis, to {pare you ſomething of your ditco.irie, Theocates 
the day of his deparcure, having drawn me aiide, deliver « me a Lecrer tait tealeg up, and 
before he gave it me, Sir, ( ſaid he) in this Paper which I prefenc you, yo ſhall had cane 
molt plealing news, and 'he moſt important advertiſemeir you can receive , doubt not 
ar all of the trath of thoſe things you ſhall find writtea init ; it will. e very eatie for 
you to certifie your ſelf ; but before I put it into your hands, te pleatec to give me your 
word, that you will not oped it, till the end of this War. I was furpriz'd at this diſ- 
coarſe of Taeodates, and being deirous to perſwade vim to ſatisfie my cur.ouuty ſoo.er ; 
If this news ( replied I ) will be fo plea.ug ro me, why do yo ſo long Ceferr my know- 
ledge of it , and why ao yo. delay a joy, which it 1512 yo.r power to give me ? Sir, 
(aulwered he) I am bond up by one of choſe Oaths whicit you know the Scytaians can 
never violate ; and becauſe I am enjoyned tis (ileace no longer than for the time I uave 
demanded , you may thea fee in this Paper, what my abſence will not ſufter me to tell 
you by word of mouti ; Bur, S:r, 1 beleeca you keep it caretully, and if you love your 
ſelf , forget not to look upon it as foon as the War is at an end. I was conſtrained go 
make Theodates the promile he de.ir'd, andT lockt up that Paper amonzft thore things 
waich I eſteem'd molt precious. Tuceodates went away the {ame day, leaving me much 
troubled for his departure ; but he tad alledged ſach ſpecious reaſons to me, rouCutiuy the 
diſputes he had had with Arſacomes, and tie important aftairs which reca.i'd wm tro the 
Court , that I coald not deny him the leave he demanced, I kept his writuig with a 
oreat deal of care, and with as much impatience to read it as ſoon as I ſho.11d be free of 
my engazemeat , but the ſtrange revolution that happen'd in my ſoul, aad in my affairs, 
by the arrival of Tyreus, and by the news of Stat.ra, put it quite ot of my nead ar my 
ſudden departure from Orchilachia , and till I was at Sea, I never rememore&the Box 1 
bad Iefr it in, which the new trouble of my mind had made me utterly oo toryet, with 
many ochet things chat were very dear to me. 

Tae Gods would have it ſo, ( replied Arſaces ) to bring 6:r affairs to the ifite taey had 
ordain'd , and to make us know the power they reſerve unto themielves over all o: r pro« 
polalls, It is tr.:e, Brother, Theodates told me a!molt the ver; tame words we uave ow 
heard from you ; and then in a few more, he is.torm'd me of tie coidinmon he had left 
you in, and of the ſucceſs of his own Jo irney , wherein he had no con:1deravle e..cornter. 
Whea we had thus inſtructed one another, we fell to thiuk wiiti:er we ſhould retire, aad 
whar order we ſhould rake to ger my Wounds creſt ; they [.egan to rrouble.me, and 
though they were but ſlight ones, the violeat Exerciſe I had uſed, my loſs of Blood, aid 
the Vapoars of the night mace them a great ceal wor!e than elſe tuey wo'ld have been. 
Criton was 10 leſs hurt than I , but his affeciion was ſo itroi 3, that he torgor his own 
danger, to take care for mine. After we had conſ'lred a while, Theodates would need 
bave is go for the remainder of that night, aud tie day following, to the Houſe of 0:.e of 
thoſe men who then was with him, which was not above an honered furiongs from the 

ace where we were. I ſiffered my ſelf to be guided by his will ; aud as we Rode along, 

Lheodates calling all his company to him, drew a new pro.-ife from tizem, of their Fice- 
lity, and tied them by all maaner of eutreat es to be as ſecret as we could detire. Taey 
were all very affectionate to their Mater, and ſome ot tzem were ſo well inclined toward 
me, that they were both forward in promiling, and exa&t in pertarmins what we de- 
manced, The Houſe we went to, was far from any great Road, upon the edge of a 
huge Foreſt, and in ſucha place as was very ulikely to be ſſpected for or retreat. 
Waen we were come thither, the maſter of che Ho1ſe, and ſome women we found there, 
took the beſt order they could to receive us ; and by good fortune , Theodares having 
Hbhh brought 
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brought his Phyſician, and his Chyrurgeon from the Army with him, furniſhed with ſuch 
things as were neceflary for any Wound , we had the means to have our: drefled as 
coinmodiouſly as if we had been at Ifledon., I had but three, and taole were found to be 
fach light oacs, that it was not probable they ſhould keep me long in Bed. They apply'q 
what they thought molt coavenient to them , and likewite to Cricons, wi:0 had four or five 
greater than mine, bur not at all more dangerous. The Phylitian enjoyn'd me to give the 
remainder of that Nigut to reit, contrary to the incencion I had to ſpend it in diſcourlin 

with Theodates , but the next day I had leiſure enough, and ask'd him a thouſand queſh- 
ons concerning my dear Oroondates. By whar he had doue in my behalt, he was vecome 
as criminal as 1 , and his acceſs to Court was as difhcult, and as uaſate as mine. His affe- 
Rion to me was ſuthcient to make him undergo it with patience , bur I was afflicted at it 
for him, and his love to Theomiris being known to me, 1 doubted not but he bad a reſtle( 
longing to ſee her again, We tell to deliberate whar we ſhould do with our ſelves, and 
were a long time betore we could reſolve. I was too firmly fixt in Scythia, to ſuffer ſo much 
as a thought of going out of it , and would rather have expoſed my felt to a thouſand evi- 
dent Deaths, than have perſwaded my ſelf co leave Berenice ; but it I had been to minded, 
it would have been exceeding diſhcult ro doir, and we doubted not but that the King had 
ſent to ſtop all the Ports, and to lay all che other paſlages by which we could ger out of his 
Territories. We believ'd allo, that how ſecret foever our preſent retreat was, it could not 
ſerve many days , and that thoie perſons the King imploy'd in ſearch of us, might at laſt 
diſcover where we were. After we had long conſulted, we believ'd the ſureit way we could 
take, wonld be to return to Ifledon, where, when the firit troubles were once palt over, we 
might have free entrance by night, and waerezby reaſon of the greatneſs of the City, and 
the multitude of new affairs that ſprung up daily in the Court, and in that throng of people, 
we mighrealily lie conceal'd in Houſes that were at Theocares his diſpoung, eſpecially, be- 
ing the King would never ſuſpect we were return'd tiuther, and that we had taken Sandtu- 
ary ſo near him againlt his anger. This advice ſecm'd the molt reaſonable, and was molt 
conformable ro my humour, and to the delire I had not to go farr from Berenice, in 
the mean time we ſent two witty underitandiug fellows back to the Town, to fetch us ſuch 
things as we wanted, and to enquire after what concera'd us. They pertorm'd their Com- 
miſſion very cunningly , and in the evening brought us the ſame news we had imagined, 
They told us that the King had appear'd more ſenlible of this latt diſcontent, than of any 
other he had ever felc before , and that, for all the remainder of thar day, thoſe that were 
molt in his favour, hardly had the boldneſs ro come near him ; That he had left no body 
at home that was able to ride on Horſe-back, bur had ſent them all in purſuit of us, and that 
( as we had fore-ſeen) he had given order to ſtop all the ports and paſlages of his King- 
dome ; Thar nevertheleſs, they ſaid in Town, none but thoſe that were intereſled, obey'd 
his orders without trouble ; and that the better part of Scythians, amongſt whom the 
name of Arſaces was ſtill in high etteem, rezoyc'd at his eſcape,and favour'd him wicl» their 
wiſhes as much as they could poſſibly. In this news, I found ſome conſolation ; but when 
I ask'd them concerning Berenice, they could tell me nothing , but that the rumour was, 
how, l1nce this accident the King had commanded ſhe-ſhould be ſurely Guarded, and that 
very few perſons were allow'd to ſee hier. This report made me gueſs at part of the truth, 
and I believ'd that the King's late reſolution azainſt me, had proceeded only from the 
knowledse he had gotten of my paiſion. Ah ! how many tormears did that belief cauſe in 
me, and how many fighs did it colt me when I thought what that fair Princeſs was like to 
ſuffer by my occalion ! O King of Scythia, ( cry'd I ) reveage thy ſelf upon Arlaces, 
but do not puniſh Berenice , and though that be the more ſen{1ble parc wherein thou canlt 
wound thine Enemy , remember that Berenice is above thy Laws, and above the Empire 
of mankind. The ſecond day being paſled, Theodates was of opinion we might be much 
more ſecure in Ifledon, ( as we had already tho1ght) than in that Houſe , and for that pur- 
poſe, having ſent to make ready a Lodging, where he was confident we might ſafely ruſt 
our ſelves ; we took our way thither the night followins. Our wounds would not ſuffer 
us to Ride without inconveniency , but TI had fo great an inclination to be near Berenice 
again, that I was ſcarcely ſenlible of mine, and having Rid itin lirtle more rhan two (10/1fs, 
we eatered after mid-night into the Town ; the Gates whereof were not wont to ” _ 
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Thoſe that accompanied us, parted ſeveral ways , ſome of them retiring to other places; 
and tor fear our number ſhould ar lait make us be difcover'd, we kept none with us but 
thoſe that were neceflary. They did our bulinefles, aad ftetch'd us in Provilions by night : 
Aad during the day time, the doors of our Houle were always ſhut ; it Rood in the moſt 
unfrequented quarrer of all the Lown , and we were lo carefull to make r.o noiſe, that 
there could hardly be any ground for ſuſpition. Yet were we in a great deal of danger ; 
but by the order the King had taken, we ſhoald have been ſo likewite in any other place , 
and the conlideration of peril was not able to drive me from Berenice. Theodates and I 
were not without a good number of Friends at Court, to whom we ſhould have made -no 
dithculry to trulit our ſelves if it had been neceflary ; Prince Carthalis, tiough the King's 
Brother, would have received us with a great d-al of aftection, and his friendſhip to us, 
2s alſo his averlion to Arſacomes, and his diſcontent at the greatneſs of his Fortune, were 
ſitficient ro have made him expole himſelf to any hazard for our conſideration. Many 
others of the chief of Scythia, had (till preſerv'd the remembrance of the good offices I had 
done chem, or which I had endeavoured ro do them, during tae time I was in favour , and 
I coubted not but that they would have ventured very far to have obliged me ; but I was 
loati to endanger them without neceſſity, believing that whoſoever ſhould be known 
co be my friend would be the firlt ſuſpected , and that by how much the more ſecret our 
abode was, ſo much the ſafer alſo woald it be. We pafled many days on this manner, 
which,being ſeparared from my Princeſs, I ſhould have thought unſupportable, if lince the 
time of my Impriſonment, I had rot been inur'd to ſuffer. Yet was I marvelloaſly impa- 
tient to ſee her, and as ſoon as my Wounds permitted me to {tir out of Bed, I refoly'd to 
bazard that vilit in ſpite of Theodates his oppolitions : What (faid I) ſhall I be free 
in Ifſedon, and not ſee Berenice? Ah! Theodates, my Life is not ſo dear to me as tharfl 
would ſecure ir at that rate, nor can I preſerve it witzout Bereuice, lince it is for her 
alone thatI preſerve it. Taeodates complied with my delign, when he ſaw he could not 
divert it , and that conſent was not without ſome mixture of his own interett, The Prin- 
ceſs Theomiris was till with Berenice, and for all ber Father's rigorous uſage of her, at 
the requeſt of Prince Carthalis, ſhe was allow'd the compMSy of that Princeſs, whon, 
ſhe made her Bed-fellow, and to whom ſhe had entruſted her molt ſecret thoughts : Theo- 
dates had nor ſeen her lince his departure , but now he hoped we might ſhare that vilit to- 
gether. After we had long contriv'd the leaſt difficult expedients, we ar lait made choice 
of this : We remembred that the Princeſs's Ante-chamber had an iron grated Window 
not very high, wiich ſtood towards a little narrow ſtreer, that was almoſt uninhabited, by 
reaſon it was ſo exceedingly dirty, that hardly any body could paſs that way ; it was not 
near che Palace gate, nor any of thoſe places where there us'd to be Guards, and I thought 
when all the World was aſleep, we by taat Window might get to ſpeak with Cyllema, 
and by her meas enjoy the happineſs of entertaining our Princeſles, After we had 
thas laid 0.x delign, we got on Horſe-back, and took two trafty men along with us, whom 
we ſer as Seatinels at eaCi end of that ſtreet, to come and give us notice in caſe they ſhould 
lee any body that cald diſcover our conſervation. In the mean time there had happen'd 
things to my Princeſs, which the courſe of my ſtory hindred me from telling you, and 
which I will not recount before I paſs further in my Narration. It would be ficter ( inter- 
rupted Oroondates) that my Sitter ſhould tell us them her ſelf ; that litrle breathing 
"me will not be needleſs in ſo longs a diſcourſe as this of yours, and it were good you reſted 
Your ſeif alittle, that you may be able to proſecute the remainder of it without inconve- 
nieacy. Arſaces made no anſwer, leaving the Princeſs to ſatishe her Brother's motion, 
and Berenice knowing his delire : Since you will have it fo, Brother, ( ſaid ſhe) and that 
vour friendſhip to Arſaces, and your knowledge of his virtue, makes you pardon my faults 
and my diſobedience, Fl ſpare lim the trouble of a few moments , bur I have fo little to 
tay, that ſo ſhort an intermiſſion will not be much conliderable. : 

I will not ſtand to repeat again ( after the relation you have heard already from the 
Prince) what my thoughts were after the cruel accident of the ſurpriſal of my Letters, 
and after the knowled:e I had both of my beins made a Priſoner, aad of the danger thac 
threatned Prince Artaxerxes : It ſuffices me that you already know I lov'd lim, as 
Much as I believed 1 oaght, and as he could delire, ta.make you judge that my ap- 
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prehenſions for him, were my moſt cruel diſquiers. All my comfort was in the Prin- 
ceſs Theomiris, and in Cyllenta , whoſe company the King afforded me, notwithſtang. 
ing all his ſeverity. Theomiriz had obtain'd it of the King, by her Facher's mediation, 
and my Enemies thought it was not neceflary. to take Cyllenia from me , whoin their 
opinion, was not able ro do me any Service that could be prejudicial to them. Ir is 
true alſo , that I received thoſe petty ſatisfattions by the Queen's means, who with a 
cunning diſſfimulation feign'd to be ſorry for the misfortune which ſhe her ſelf had brought 
upoa me , and by courtelies of ſmall importance, endeavoured to take oft part of that 
reſentment,which ſhe believ'd I had againit her, However it were, Theomiris and Cyllenia 
continued with me ; and though at that time I could not gueſs by whom I had been fg 
unworthily betrayed , I never had ſo much as a thought to ſuſpe& Cyllenia. 1 theretore 
rruſted theſe two dear perſons, with all my diſcontents, and with all my tears, and they 
help'd what they conld to op that current of tears, which both thoſe occalions drew from 
my Eyes in great abundance. Ah ! Couſen, (ſaidI) Ah 1 Cyllenia , I am undone, 
and poor Artaxerxes will undoubtedly be ruined , and ruined meerly by my impru- 
dence. That Prince , who after the loſs of his Empire, and after the loſs of all his 
Friends, has eſcaped ſuch numberleſs dangers, under the weight of which, any other 
body would certainly have ſunk ; He, who amidſt his moſt bitter Enemies, has ſubliſted 
with ſuch dexterity , and who, by ſo many marvellous a&ions, had ſo well gain'd thgir 
affetions, falls now by my fault alone ; and ſhe, to whom all Scythia owes that rep 
it holds from him , owes the Life of its King, and owes ſuch important Services, Sacrift- 
ces him now her ſelf, to his Inhumanity, and to his Ingratitude. Ah ? Berenice, ( con- 
tinued I ) Berenice, the ſole cauſe of that great Prince's misfortunes , do not out-live 
his afliftions , and if thou canſt not hinder the Death of pgor Artaxerxes, at leaſt 
fore-run it with thine own. I accompanied theſe words with ſuch a flood of tears, and 
expreſſed my ſorrow by ſuch moving a&ions , that not only Theomiris, and Cyllenia, 
but even people of the harſhelt natures would have been touch'd with compaſlion. I 
ſpent the remainder of that day in this imployment, and would needs have my Gouſen 
lye with me, to help to paſKway the cruellett night I had ever known in all my Life. She 
alledg'd all the arguments ſhe could think of, to cure me of my fears, and often perſwa- 
ded me it was not likely the Kings would fly to extremities againit a Prince of Artax- 
erxes his quality , and againſt a Prince, to whom, belides that of his Life, he had other 
ſuch important obligations, that the whole Kingdome, ſo powerfully indebted to his Va- 
lour, would oppoſe the King's rigorous intentions , and that he was teo prudent and tog 
politick to ſuffer himſelf to be tranſported by his patſion, to ſuch a violence as was without 
example. 

I found ſo much reaſon in this diſcourſe of Theomiris , that if my affeftion had been 
more moderate , I ſhould without queſtion have drawn ſome comfort from it ; but 
it was by her inſpirations, and by thoſe of Cyllenia, that I took a little courage, and 
reſolv'd to ſuffer the King's preſence , and to receive his words with more Spirit than 
T had done before. Having ſpent the Night on this manrer, and likewiſe part ot the Day 
following , I ſaw the King , when I leaſt expeed him, come all alone into my 
Chamber ; I roſe up, and went to meet him, trembling, but he diſdained my reception, 
and litting down upon a Chair, from whence he darted nothing but furious looks at me: 
I come not to vilit thee, ( ſaid he) ungratefull, and diſloyal Girle , 1 owe not {0 
mich civility to the Daughter-in-law-of Darius : And from heace-forward, I cannot 
delire thy ſight orherwiſe than as that of my moſt mortal Enemy. I come only to 
reproach thee with thy Ingratitude, and Infidelity , or to examine thee as a criminal 
conviged of Treaſon againſt her King. Speak wicked Creature, ( continued he , ſeeing 
me daunted and ftrucken half Dead with theſe cruel words) open thy Mouth to ex- 
cuſe thy ſelf, and juſtifie thy Infidelities if it be poſſible. Didfſt thou then think, the 
Son of my implacable Enemy more lovely than a Prince whom I had choſen for thee, 
and whoſe affeftions I had expreſly commanded thee to receive ? and if thou hadit Eyes 
to judse of the difference there was between Arſacomes and thee, hadſt thou none to 
conlider, that without betraying thy Father, and ſhamefully betraying thy Self , thou 
couldſt not match thy* ſelf to the Enemy of thy Honfe, and to him who _ _ 
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abandoned his Father, and his Country to their new Enemies , to compaſs his treache- 
rous- practices againſt their old ones, and to ſeek that revenge by his ſecrer conſpiracies, 
which neither he nor his could ever find in open war, While the King brought forth theſe 
words, with many others of the ſame kind, I-ſummon'd all my courage to anſwer him, as 
he commanded me ; and though I had much ado to recolle& my felt, at laſt my affecti- 
on, my ſenſe of the ill uſage I receiv'd, and the reſolution I had taken, gave me a bold- 
neſs that was not natural to me , and when the King had made an end of ſpeaking, 
charging me expreſly to reply : Sir, ( ſaid] ) I would not open my mouth for my ju- 
Rification, if your Majeſty had not abſolutely commanded me , but in my preferrug 
Arſaces before Arſacomes, I can find no cauſe ac all ro repent my ſelf. Arfacomes is 
born my Father's Subject , Arſacome> uever did me nor mine any conliderable Service, 
nor have I ever ſeen any thing, either ju the ations, or perſon of Arſacomes, which 
ought not to have oblig'd me to hate him, Arſaces is born the greateft Prince in 
the World, and born Prince of a thouſand Subjects more conliderable than Arſacomes ; 
I owe to Arſaces the Life of the King my Father, and my own ; the Queen and Arſa- 
comes himſelf are indebted to him for theirs, and all Scyrhia for the betrer part of its tran= 
quility , and in the action and perſon of Arſaces, 1 never ſaw any thing that ought nor 
co ovhige me to love him. Tt he be the Son of your Enemy, Sir, the Services he has done 
you , Makes you ſufficiently to know how far he is trom any of thoſe thoughts you 
ſuſpect him of ; if he had delired the ruine of your Kingdome, he would not have la- 
boured with the loſs of his Blood for its Conſervation ; and if your Majeſty's Life had 
been odious to him, he would nor ſo vilibly have hazarded his own for its defence. I 
alledge nor to your Majelty the engagements we had to him, in the perſon of the Prince 
my Brother, the $00d Offices he did to him-paſs not in your opinion for obligations ; and 
though I were indebred to him, for none but thoſe which are common to me, and to your 
ſelf, for che loſs of his Dominions, which he perchance might have avoided, if. your Ser- 
vice had not taken him up , and for the particular proofs of affe&tion he has ſhown 
me, I think that thoſe he has receiv'd from mine, will not paſs for ſhamefull crimes, 
and that I have confin'd them within ſuch limits, that the want of your allowance is all 
the fault can be objeRed againſt me. I have lov'd him enough, to preterr him before a 
Subje&t , before whom he would have been molt worthy to be preterr'd, though their 
qualities and obligations had been equal. I have lov'd him enough, to approve of his 
Services, waiting till ſuch time as thoſe he daily rendred you , ſhould diffipate the hatred 
yoit bore his Family, by-the example of the King his Father, in whom leſs importanc 
Services, in ſpire of your inveterate Enemies, begot ſuch tender afte&ions to the Prince 
my Brother ; and in ſhort, I have lov'd him enough, to hope with contentment , that 
after that reconciliation, you would make choice of him rather than of Arſacomes, and 
rather than of any other body, that ſhould have an ambirion like that of his ; but I have 
not lov'd him enough, to grant him any favours that can make me bluſh, nor to give him 
either promiſes, or hopes to the prejudice of what I owe unto your Majeſty. Though 
Arſaces ard 1 were both at liberty, I ſhould be ſo much Miſtreſs of my affetion to 
him, as to Dye rather than to Marry him, or go along with him without your conſent ; bur 
if your Will would agree with my inclination, I confeſs, Sir, that as much forſaken by 

Fortune, and as much diſpoſſeſt of his Dominions as he is, H would preferr him be- 

fore all the Princes upon the face of the Earth. At theſe latt words, the King was ſo 

enflamed with anger, that it was ealie to obſerve it in his Face ; and ſtamping with his 

foot as he roſe up from his Chair with a furious ation , And I ſwear by all the Gods, 

(ſad he) that I will quickly deprive thee of the liberty of preferring him betore any 

body , and thy indiſcreet and diſloyal affeftion ſhall be more fatal to my Enemy, than 

all tnoſe ill deiigns he has had againſt me ; prepare thy ſelf for his Death, which I tell 

thee of my ſelf, as thou telleſt me of thy pertidious tricks , and believe that the only 

choice I wil! leave thee from hence-forward, ſhall be that of Arſacomes's Living, or of 

Arfaces in his Grave. If the beginning of the King's diſcourſe had nor prepared me for 

theſe cruel words , they were enough to have made me loſe my Senſes ; but as wel 

reſoly'd as I was, I had much ado to keep my ſelf from falling into a Swound, and 


linking into Cyllenia's arms, who ſtretched them forth to receive me,! ſeeing me change 
Colour ; 
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Colour ; I !ook'd upon the King with a pitifull Eye, though it were animated with ſome 
reſentment, and ftrugglius againtt my faintneſs. The aſhes of Arſaces ( ſaid I) ſhall ever 
be dearer ro me than the perion of Arſacomes, and it I mult ſhut up my hopes, and my 
Life it ſelf within his Tomb, I ſhall etteem my condition happter than4t ) were poſleſlour 
of all Enrope with Arlſacomes. Tuete laſt words abſolutely took away all the reaſon the 
King had lett; andrthough my chieteit delires were bounded in Artaxerxes his ſafety , 1 
innoceatly procur'd his ruine by theſe extraordinary marks of my aftection. The Kins 
cold hardly retain himſelf, in the violence of his wrath, but moderating it by the thought 
of that revenge he was preparing, he was content with expretfing his intention by furious 
looks, and wevot oatof my ckamber with a tace, wich tuthcieatly declar'd the ation he 
was $01ns to do, 

I remain'd in an exceſs of grief, or rather ina mortal agony, and all the apprehen- 
fioa I had had for Arſaces betore, was nothing in comparilon of the fears which then 
aflaulted me. I knew the King's relentleſs nacure, and his perliftance in his cruel reſolu- 
tions , and that pur me into the mott ſorrowfull condition you can potſible imagine, 
Tneomiris and Cyllenia knew not which way to trouble me, and I think without their 
ailtance, I ſhoald have been reduc'd to very great extremities. I every moment fancied 
poor Arſaces, either dead,or dying, and che King's harth threats had made ſuch an impreſ- 
(100 in my mind, that 'twas impoliible for me to with-draw my thoughts one minute from 
that fatal remembrance. Oh ! King of Scyrhia, ( ſaid TI) if thou accompliſh thy horrible 
reſolutions, thou mailt well prepare thy ſelf for the Funerals of thine own Children ; 
Berenice will not ſurvive-poor Artaxerxes , and Oroondates will without queſtion dye 
for grief, when he ſhall hear, that the Life of his Brother, for the loſs whereof he had 
ſhed ſo many tears , was preſerv'd only to fall under the hands of the King his Father, 
I ſaid many other things, whoſe length makes me forbear to entertain you with them, 
and I tormented my ſelf on that faſhion, from the morning when the King had vilited 
me, till it was almolt night. I did not believe he would ſo ſoon have goue on to the 
execution of his threatnings , and I chought that to put a man of Arſaces his quality to 
Death, there had been need of longer deliberation ; bur I was deceiv'd in my opinion, 
and thongh my fears were violent, they were not of ſolong continuance as I expetted, 
It began already to grow late, when there was a great noiſe in the next Court , and a- 
mid(t a great confulion of voices, I heard the name of Arſaces pronounced ſeveral times : 
At that reiterated name, my mortal fears were redoubled , and I fell immediately into 
the molt fatal apprehealion. Arſaces is dead, ( cry'd I, throwing my ſelf off trom my 
bed) Arlaces is dead, Couzen, and without doubt this confuſed noiſe is caus'd by the 
news of his Death : As I ſpoke theſe words, I ran torhe Window which look'd into the 
next Court, where I ſaw a great many people got togerher , who in talking of Arlaces, 
clapt their hands, and did actions that ſufhciently exprefled their aſtoniſhment. I then 
heard a calling 1or arms, and ſaw a great many of the Guard go out of the Palace in 
halte, and in confulion : All theſe things confirm'd me in my fears, and I was fo afright- 
ed, that I had not the heart ro open my mouth, to ask what the matter was. In the end, 
the Court remain'd almolt quite empty , and for a time there was 4 tilence as great as the 
noiſe had been before it. Theomirts and Cyllenia laid me upon my Bed again, in a con- 
dition little different from that of perſons without Life : I had not the leiſure to exprels 
my Sorrow by any long complaints, for before I had been a quarter of an hor upon my 
Bed, I heard a ſecond noiſe in the Palace much greater than the former ; it wrought the 
ſame effet upon me the other had done : I ran quite tranſported to the Window, where 
I heard the Officers of the Guard, and many others calling tor Horſes with a precipitate- 
neſs, wich teltihed their diſorder. After I had remain'd awhile in a perplexity that can- 
not be expreſſed, I ſaw Prince Carthalis my Uncle come into the Court , by good fortune 
he preſently calt up his Eyes to our Window, and I no ſooner ſaw that he look upon) Mey 
bu: I by ſigns, and by a beſeeching geſture becg'd a vitit from him : As ſoon as he under- 
ſtood my meaning, he came up the ttairs, and finding no hindrance at my Chamber-Coor, 
by reaſon of his quality , he entred immediately after. He was acquainted with a!l 
matters that paſt, both by wiat he had heard from the King, and what I had confelt to 


him my ſelf; nor had I any cauſe to repent that he was privy to them, ſeeing there were 
i; no 
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no proofs of affeftion , I could delire of him, which he did not give me in all manner of 
eacounters to his utmoſt power. He Lad a particular eſteem, and a trons affetion for 
Arſaces , andEreceiv'd no ſmall aſlurance of it by his action in coming toward me. I 
calt my ſelf all.in rears into his arms, but I had not open'd my mouth to ask him the cru- 
el news I apprehended, when to put me out of pain, he broke liſence firſt, Madam , 
(faid he) tae King would have put Arſaces to Death , but his Genius is more powetfull 
than chac of che Scyrhians ; and it is not under ſuch arms as theirs, that ſuch a man ashe 
can fall. Theſe words began to produce their effett upon me , when my Uncle not wil- 
ling to let me futter any longer ; Arſaces is efcap'd, (laid he ) but he has made his eſcape 
like Arſaces, and he has appear'd to the ingratetull Scythians the ſame gallant man thar he 
avpear'd to the affectionate Seyrthians , when he fought ſo Valiantly at the head of them. 
Taey have found iiim as inviucible againſt chem, as againtt Arimbas, and the Tauro-Scy- 
thians ; and if they formerly have ſeen him win Battels by his ſole courase in the front 
of therr Armies, taey to day have ſeen him alone, and nnarm'd, make rivers of blood run 
throush the ſtreets of their pfincipal City, and with his Sword hewen out the way unto 
his ſafety, through the midit of their ſtouteftt Troops. This news having ſuddenly reviv'd 
me, I appear'd very different from what I was a tew minutes before ; and thongh I was 
lictle ivtorm'd of the truth of the bulineſs, 1 found my felf well enough recover'd to in- 
quire it of the Prince, and to hear the relation of it very patiently; He told me what had 
paſs'd in Arſaces his eſcape, as it was reported by thoſe of his Guard, which had feen the 
ve3inning, and by thoſe that had ſeen the ead of that action ; he made me often grow pale, 


and erembling, during this diſcourſe ; but when at latt I heard, that after having done 


things avove the power of man, he had been fuccoured by Theodates, whom the Gods 
had miraculonſly ſent him, and that with him he was gotten out of the Town, with little 
probability that he coald be overtaken by thoſe that were ſent in purſuit of him, my 
greateſt fears began to vaniſh, and I remain'd as quiet, and as well contented, as I could 
hope to be in that adventure. Modeſty forbad me to expreſs my ſarisfattion to the full 
before my Uncle , bur he ſaw it plainly enough in my tace, and might ealily have perceiv'd 
ia his Daughters, if he had obſerv'd it, that ſhe was not inſenlible at the news of Theo- 
dares his arrival, and of the ſhare he had in the deitiny of Arſaces. Though I conceal'd 
part of my thoughts from my Uncle, I made him acquainted with the reſt, not being wil- 
ling to give him cauſe by my diſtrult, to repent the affection he ſhew'd me in a ſeaſon when 
itmighc be prejudicial to aim, When I had rettined my acknowledgement of that favour, 
as much as poſſibly I could, I entreated him to be gone, for tear a long vilit at that time 
might be hurcfull ro him, and gain him che King's jealoutie and hatred. After his de- 
parture, Theomiris and I diſcourſed of that laſt accident, and when Thad compared the 
danger Arfaces had eſcap'd, with thoſe he might yer fall inco, and che risour of his Impri- 
ſoument, with that of his abſeace , I thought my condition. a great deal better than jt was 
before, and believ'd 1 ougar to be much better pleas'd with my fortune, than I had been 
at any time (ince my reltraint. I palt that night in leſs violent diſquiets, and though 
l found cauſe enough of affliction in being ſeparated from Arſaces, I found matter of 
comfort in his liberty, and choſe much rather ro have him abſent, than a Priſoner to the 
Kins my Father. Arlſaces (ſaidI) wil not forſake me, I amn too certain that he loves 
me, to fear he will $0 away trom me tor ever ; he by being out of the way for the pre- 
ſeat, will avoid the evident danger that threatens him, and without doubt will return to 
me, as ſoo as he can be able to make uſe of my Brother's atfiſtance. Oroongdates has 
lov'd him too perfe&ly, ever to abandon his Intereſts, and perhaps my Father's cruel hu- 
mour may one day be appeas'd, by the conhlideration of kis whole Family. Thus did I 
Aarter my ſelf in my diſcontents, while the King was tranſported with exceſs of rage, not 
beins able to bear the affront he had receiv'd, without ſach an impatiency as nothing can 
repreſent. He baniſhi thoſe Guards for ever, that had eſcap'd Arſaces his Valour, and 
lookt upon the reſt with ſuch a fury, as put them all into a mortal terrour. What ( ſaid 
he) has a ſinsle man in the heart of my Dominions, in the chiefelt of all my Cities, near 
my own Perſon, and in the midſt of all my Subjedts, made his eſcape from my jult indig- 
nation, and are the Scythians ſo cowardly as to quit the paflage to one man alone, or fo 
faithleſs as to open it of their own accord to their King's chief Enemy ? he ſpoke theſe words 

with 
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with many furioas ations, and grew lo terrivle ro tnoſe that were moſt familiar with 
him, that tize Qveea her jeli darit iardly ve:iture to cone near lum. His tele hg] 
would oe 2lad ot cae diſco;cear he Lad rece:v'd oy Arlaces his deliveraiice redou.led the 
averiaon he had rece:v'd ayainſt me, and ae was ready to nave dicharzed part of that 
wrath upon me, which berore was kindlec agaialt uim. He nectuer ſaw nie, wor would 
ſuffer me to oe ſeen bur by very 1ew , yec 420: three days ater this accident, I was vis 
lited by the QLeen, from wiom I neither nad expected, nor deur'd that Hoi:our, I was 
not ſo good a a.flembler, as to maxe my tace ſhew a difterent welcome trom what my 
bearr afforded her ; but though I cord 1,0t «01.7 tar hier malice alowe had brought 
me into that condition I then was 1n, I Rrove ali I co:1d to pay ner in my owa Chamber, 
ſome. part of waat was due to my Father's wite. Atcer tie arit diſcourſes, of a very forc'd 
civility ; Madam, ( ſaid ſhe) by rearing you tis viit waich Iowe you, I fhall with- 
out queition move the King ro ome diipleat.re az3a:aiime , bur I was willing to bazard 
thar,to aſſure you that I am very ſeniible of waar you lufter, a.'d very ready to labour for 
your redreſs as much as polioly I can. I am muci oVlig'd to your goodnels, ( anſwer'd I) 
but my tear of the King's being difpleafed witu you tor it, could have made me wiſh you 
had not horour'd me with this viiit, Straronice, wio has a zreat deal of wit, took my 
words itt the ſame ſenſe they were intended , and ſhewing by a Smile that ſhe very well 
underſtood my meaning, I donor douut ( reply'd ſhe) vu that yo are angry with me, 
and that you ſuſpe&t I have done what I conld ro maiuutain Arſacomes his Interetts 
azainit Arſaces, In this I am very ſorry, I nave bee. co 4tr2in'd ro twart your incling- 
tions , but 'tis a proceeding that ts both very racural, anc very orc uars + 2d YOU are top 
full of reaſon to believe , that I ought to hold the Soit of Darins, au iy 044 Brotuer in 
equal coniideration. I ſhould uot have fallen upon tis dizcourte , it the Quee.t aad not 
begunit:; But when I ſaw ſhe entred to far into it her feif, 1 cough] migac very well 
reply. Ir was not juſt, (ſaid I) Madam, that you ſho | tavour Arlaces with your afſ- 
ſtance, to the prejudice of Arſacomes, neither did tie demand it 01 you ; but by the Ser- 
vice you had receiv'd from him, he had reaton to believe vou would 1.0t endeavour iis 
celtruQon , nor had I ever offended you ſo m::ch, as to imagine you ougiut to leek for 
mine. Ihave done nothing ( added the Q cen) that ſhould make z 01 think I has ans 
tention to hurt you; nor did I perchance ſeek your diladva.:tace, wiea I lazoared to 
make you prefer Prince Arſacomes, before a Prince whole virti aid mer.r indeed were 
conliderable , but he was an Enemy to the King your Fatier, an Ei.cmy to thys State, and 
one to whom the Gods have lett nothing of which his Anceitors potie:t, Tf tae Gods 
( reply'd I, with more boldnelis than ordinary ) have d-priv'd Price Artaxerxes of iis fore- 
father's Empire,they have left him characters which all their aager camioc take away; they 
have left him a Sword that can recover his Domin.ons,as it hati cereucec onrs ; and briefly, 
they have lefr him marks of what he was, and what he ſtill is, which can ſvffer no compa- 
riſon with any of my father's Subjects ; if he be the Son of our Enemy, 'tis of an Enemy that 
us'd the Prince my Brother as the dearelt of his Children ; and if ae ve 0:.r Enemy himſelf, 
he's an Enemy, Madam, without whom the King had not been now alive, witi0t whom 
Arſacomes had not been alive, without whom both you and I had either Leen dead or cap- 
tives » and without whom perhaps chis Kingdome had been loſt. Tae Q_een was nettled, 
ſeeing me take Arſaces his part fo ſharply, and not being able to diflemuie ic, after a bluſh 
which appear'd in her face : Your affection to Arſaces (ſaid ſhe) gives you thoughts in 
favour of, him, and to the coggempt of others, which would be very advantageous to him 
if they were approv'd of by the King your Father ; but it has pleas'd the Gods, his 
mind ſhould be different from yours ; and though he was not unſeul;ble of Arlaces his 
Services, while he believ'd him to be his friend, nor vlind to the knowledge ot his £00d 
Q 4lities, yet was not his opinion the ſame with yours, for the choice of him whom he 
tuousht worthy to be your Servant, That Arſacomes, whom you deſpiſe ſo m.\ci1, was 
not ſo conremptible to him, but that he deſtin'd him to the honour whicn you mae Darius 
his Son to hope for , and has ſectled the pardon of the offence he relieves te has rec-1v'd 
from you, in the obedience you ſhall render him in favour of my Brother. Tue King 
( aaſwer'd I, being vext to the very heart ar theſe words ) cannot de:tine me to Arſacomes 


without deſtining me to my Grave , and what obedience ſoever I owe him, Death 
is 
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is able to give me a diſpenſation. Yo ſhallnot dye( reply'd the Queen, riſing from her 
chair) bur time will make you know what maids of your birth and quality owe unto 
their Facher, and unto rheir King, and how great difhculry ſoever you makeof ſubmitting 
your {elf ro it, you underſtand your felt roo well directly wo oppoſe the will of yours, 
After theſe words, and fore other of a teigned civility, ſhe went away, aud left me fo ill 
fatisticd with her converſation, that I was not ſertled again of all thatday. I pafs'd the 
next, and ſome others in the ſame manuer, till tae time we were vilited with Arſaces and 
Theodates. Theomiris and I were in bed tozether, and not being able toſleep, 1 was en- 
retaining her with my ordinary diſquiets, when Cyllenia, who rook as little relt as we, 
heard a knocking at the grate of my window. Ar tirit ſhe regarded it not, bur finding it 
continued, ſhe leap'd oat of her bed, and cominy clole ro mine, told me of it, and, ask'd 
me what I wo.:1d have her do ; although I did not aoſolucely gueſs the rrath, and that 1 
believ'd not Arſaces to be in Ifledon, yec I did imagine it was to give me notice of ſome- 
thing, that any cody came to my window at ſuch an hour, and in that conceit I commanded 
Cylleaa to open it. She had uo ſooner done ſo, bur ſhe perceived two men on horſeback, 
one of which preſeatly call'd her by her name, and was known to her. by his voice to 
be Arſaces. Afloon as ſhe was certain of it, ſhe gave him not the leiſore to diſcourſe 
with her, but running to my bed lide, brought me the news, tranſported either with joy 
or with attoniſhment. I was ſtrangely firpriz'd atit, as you may well imagine, and not- 
withitanding rae infinite delire I had co fee Arſaces again, I could not bear he was ſo 
near his enemies without being extreamly affrighred. 1 roſe with Theomiris, and each of 
ustakins a night gown, we weut unto that window, and made Cyllenia ſtay at the cham- 
ber door, tor tear we ſhould be ſurpriz'd at that converſation. 1 had not ſooner diſcover'd 
Arſaces and his friend through that gloo 7 y night, but my fear and my affection ſharing 
my ſoul berween chem, made me immoveable, and alfo inſenlible, but as ſoon as the 
two Princes knew us, they bow'd down to their very Saddles, and havins given us a ſa- 
lute full of reſpeR; Arſaces breaking (ilence firit, Madam (ſaid he) Arſaces is yet permit- 
ted to ſee you again, aid the Gods have ſav'd this Prifoner, this condemn'd man, this 
fugitive, to reitore him a {15ht which is a thouſand times more dear to him than the li- 
dercy taey had take 1, or the life they would have taken from him. He would have gone 
on wit! hjs diſcourte as he aad veZan, if I had not interrupced him. Yes Arſaces ( ſaid 
I) youſee me, andT tee you azaia, but thongh your light be as dear to me as you can 
wiſh, ic cauies grea:er d11q ets in me than thoſe your abſence would make me ſuffer, and 
if you had lov'd me, as yo1 are o lig'd to do, by the laſt proofs of your affeftion, you had 
kept my heart from thoſe terrours to which you now expoſe it. You doubt not that I 
was a5 much coacern'd in your ſafety as in my own; but you o :ght as little to doubt that 
I caa ſee you in the danger into which you precipitate your ſelf, without mortal appre- 
hoalions. What ? ( parſ..'d I with the ſame tone) is Arſaces in Ifledoty, and under the 
Palace window? Arſaces, the ſole aim of che Kings wrath and hatred; and Arſaces, for 
waoſe deſtruction he would hazard that of his Empire 2 I faid a great deal more that ex- 
preſs'd my fear for him ; but all ſerv'd only to give him new marks of my affetion; and 
after he had quietly given me the hearing, I know no danger (repli'd he ) that can fright 
me trom the light of my Princeſs, and I ſhould have ſcorn'd my liberty, and given up 
my life to them that woald have taken it away, if I had believ'd there had been any con- 
lideration ſtrong enough to keep me from ſeeing you again. Þo not therefore moderate 
my happineſs by your tooo -liging rears, | bur ſuffer me after aa impriſonment which no- 
thin3 but your abſence made me think unſupportable, to enjoy what was ſo cruelly for- 
biddea me, and to return taro19h the midſt of all manner of dangers, to that felicity for 
waich alone I have preſerv'd my ſelf. He accompani'd theſe with many other paſſionate 
words, after waich I receiv'd Txzodartes his civilities, and gave him thoſe welcomes that 
were due to his quality, and to his deſerts, and to the good offices he had dons hy frie 1d. 
I thank'd him for Arſaces his ſafety, with as much acknowledswent as poſſibly I could, 
and then I would no longer rob him of the ſame advantage we enjoy'd, but left him to 
entertain Theomiris with aa equal liberty ; that Lady lov'd lim, as ſhe was oblig*d by 
all manner of conliderations, bur 'twas with ſo much diſcretion and reſervedneſs, that the 
ſevereſt perſons could not have found any thins to condemn in her affetion. The window 
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at which we talk'd was fo low, that the two Princes being on horſeback, could eaſily reach 
it with their hand, and though it were grated, the bars ttood ſo far without, that we could 
hear 6ae another, though we ſpoke but ſoftly, and alſo ſee one another,as well asthe light 
of the itars would ſaffer us. Atter I had teltifi'd ro Arſaces how ſenlible I had been of 
the dangers he had run, and with what joy I had receiv'd the news of his eſcape, I told 
hitn all that had happen'd to me lince che time I had not been able to write to him, and 
recounted all that you have hear'd, as well about the taking of my Letters, as the Kinog 
crael threats, the Queens Vilas, and all that I had ſufter'd tor his ſake. He was fo pall:- 
onate at that diſcourſe, that he had hardly patience to let me finiſh it, and in the anſwers I 
had made to the King and Queen to his advaritage, as likewiſe in the conſtancy I had 
ſhewn to favour him, he found ſo much reaſon to be fatish'd with me, and with his for- 
runes that he knew not how toexprelſs the leatt part of his acknowledgments. Is it potfible 
(ſaid he) that what I hear ſhould be a truth, and that Arſaces ſhould be ſo happy as,tg 
attain this high degree of Felicity ? Ah! Lofs of my Dominions ; Ah ! Dangers that I 
have run ; Ah ! Pains that I have ſufter'd ; how glorioully are youall rewarded 2 and how 
unable is the King of Scythia to ſhake 1o firm a tortune as Mine is ? Since my Princeſs 
jadoes me worthy of her affetion, and that in ſpite of ſuch cruel rigours and perſecuti- 
ons, ſhe perſeveres to keep it for me, I henceforth apprevend nothing from the power of 
men, and my happinels is above the reach of all they can attempt againſt me. From this 
he fell into ſuch tender, and ſuch affectionate expreſſions of thanks, that it was hard tg 
hear them, and to repent what one had done for him ; and I redoubled his contentment, 
by all the confirmations he could deiire of my fr.endſhip, We then began all together to 
conſult what was beſt to be done, and when we had ſeverally deliver'd our opinions, ny 
delign ( added he) if ir be permitted for a perſon that is ſubze&, and dependent to have 
a delign, is for ſome dayes to enjoy the happineſs which now is granted me, if I can doir 
without troubling and diſquieting my Princeſs, and when I ſhall have obtain'd teave of 
my Love to be able to part from hertor ſome cime, and that by the ſettling of the Kings 
anger, I may think my paſſage will be a little freer, 1'l 50 away to the Prince my Bro- 
ther, to ſhew him the tace of him he hath ſo dearly lov'd, and to take ſanuary with him 
againlt the indignation of his Father. I hope for all things from his friendſhip, and he 
tommands an army, which after him would be at my devotion againſt the reit of all man- 
kind. I ſhall have uoother enemy there but Arſacomes, and if the conlideration of Oroon- 
dates make me deferr the effe& of my reſentments againſt him, I am molt certain I ſhall 
be preferr'd betore him in Oroondates his friendſhip ; but if without offending my dear 
Brother, I may be ſuffer'd to let then looſe, I ſhall find wayes enough to free my ſelf 
of a rival, who hath made, and who perhaps would yet make the greateſt part of all my 
miſeries; neither ought he to hope that he can enjoy his life, with his ambition of 
ſerving Berenice, and though I fear not he ſhould be able to ſhake the conſtancy of my _ 
Princeſs, I ought however to puniſh him for the pains and perſecutions he hath made her 
fuffer. This was Arſaces his intention, part whereof I approv'd, and Jabouring to di- 
vert the violence of the reſt, I would needs moderate his ſpleen againſt Arſacomes, by the 
promiſe I made him, that all his endeavours ſhould never ſerve for any things but to make 
him the more-odious tome. 1 will nottrouble you, Brother, with all the particulars ot our 
converſation, that diſcourſe would be too long, lince it was not much ſhorter than the 
night; in br:ef, judging that the day began ro draw near, I diſmiſs'd Arſaces, after ha- 
vins confirm'd him by all manner of proteſtations, in the hope he had of my conſtancy; 
and after havins given him leave to take the ſame opportunities for a like entertainment, 
while he could ttay at Ifledon with any ſafety. This delign was put in execution, and I 
ſaw him many times in the ſame manner, without either being ſurpriz'd, or troubled by 
any encounter ; and Arſaces, at my urgent entreaties, was ſo careful to keep himſelf cor- 
ceal'd, that his being in Ifledon was never ſo much as ſuſpeted. In the interim the King 
was ſo extreamly vex'd at the ſhame he thought he had receiv'd, that his diſcontent mo- 
derated, or rather ſtifled all the joy he ought to have receiv'd for the happy proceedings 
of my Brothers Army. He had heard of his vitory over Zopirio, and afterwards of the 
takings of many Towns, which either by force, or gentleneſs, he had brought under his 0» 
bedience ; but he hardly appear'd any way ſenlible of thoſe ſaccefles, which in ——_ 
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ſeaſon would have found him very ready to bear a part in'the publick joy. But he re- 
ceiv'd no ſmall ſurcharge to his affliction, wheny by an expreſs*that came from Arſacomes, 
he heard how Prince Oroondare; had letc the Army , tae cauſe of his departure being 
unknown to every body, as likewiſe the place whither he was gone. He deliver'd him a 
Letrer, which my Brother had written to Arſacomes , whereby he reſign'd the Army into 
his command, and gave up into his hand the charge the King had impos'd upon him. This 
news calt the King into turious redoublings of lus anger , but it was raiſed tothe extre- 
mity, when that Meflengr deliver'd him a Cabinet which my Brother had forgotten, 
in which, amons{t many other Papers there had been tound the information Theodates 
gave him of the Life, Fortune, and Impriſonment of Arzaxerxes: The reading of that 
Letter produc'd many ſeveral effects in him ; for if it made him judge, that Oroon&ates 
had till then been innocent of the treacherous deligns, whereof he accus'd Artaxerxes - it 
made lim alſo believe, riat it was that advertiſement that made him leave his Army & ro 

o to that dear Friend, and to joyn yith him againtt his Father's ſervice. Neither was he 
withqut ſome luſpition, that Oroondates had cnnningly left that Letter, to make it be be- 
liev'd, that the deſigns and perſon of Arſaces had been unknown to him, and to gain 
the more facility, by that device, to effect the Plors they had contrived together. Bur 
howſoever it were, the King could not f% upen any of thele opinions, without findins 
cauſe to redouble his wrath.and hatred againit Arraxerxes, nor did he neglect any thins 
that could ſerve toward his revenge ; and ſeeing that the Gods, or his 11l Fortune had 
made him 'ſcape out of his hands, he ſonghr our all the ways to miſchief him that could 
fall into his imasination. He caus'd many Maniteſto's to be drawn, and ſent into all the 
quarters of his Kingdome, wherein he accus'd him of Treaſon, and of a conſpiracy againſt 
his Life , exhorted all his Subjects ro endeavour his deltruftion, and the more {tronsly to 


' invite them to it, promiſed five hundred Talents to whoſoever ſhould bring him his Head. 


Tae news of this cruelty and malice of the Kings, drave -Arſaces into reſentments which 
were like to have made him go beyond thoſe conliderations , which till then he had pre- 
ſerv'd towards his Perſon. Ah! ( ſaid he) wiy mutt this barbarous Man be the Father of 
Berenice, and Oroondates ? and why is it not permitted me to revenge, with the blood of 
ſocruel an Enemy, the ingratefull deligns he has againit my Lite, and the wrong he would 
do my Reputation ? After theſe words, he return'd again to himſelf, and repenting that 
he had ſpoken them, askt me pardon, and protelted he never would fall any more into 
thoſe violent thoughts againlt my Farher : And indeed rill then, he endeavour'd to force 
himſelf to patience, bur he utterly lolt it at the laſt effe&ts of the King's indignation. 

How great compliance ſoever the King had till then ſhewed to Stratonice , yet had he 
never refolv'd to Marry me to Arſacomes ; and though he was driven to it by the conlide- 
rations of his love, and by the Queen's eternal perſecutions, his ambition, and ſome re- 
mainder of his affetion to me, made him repugnant to that alliance ; but when once he 
began to loſe the hope of taking revenge upon Arſaces by any other way, he overcame 
the remnant of his love to me, and believing he could not afflict his Enemy more ſenſibly, 
than by 5iving me to his Rival, he reſolv'd abſolutely upon the Marriage. He had heard 
there was nothing more to do in the Country , where Arſacomes was with his Army ; 
and having determined that he ſhould return with his Forces, he ſent an expreſs to him 


with Orders to bring kim back,and with a Letter which he wrote to him, the words where- 


of were to this purpoſe. 


The Kingof Scythiato Prince Arſacomes. 


Ince you are the only Man worthy of my Friendſhip, and of my Alliance, I intend that you 

ſhalt have them both , come therefore, Arſacotdes, to receive the recompente that expetts you, 
as well for rhe Services 1 have recziv'd from you, as for thoſe you have rendred Beremce ; from 
hence forward (he (hall be yours, and all the difficulties you have found 11 winning her, ſhall nield 
to the Anthority of her Father, and of her King. ——_ __ 

He ſhew'd this Letter to divers of the Court; and publiſhed his reſolution to every bo- 
dy, tothe end Arſaces might come to hear of it, and feel the ſorrow he prepared fot him, 


He would needs alſo give me my ſhare of it, and the next day after the departure of that 
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facal meſſenser, he came into my Chamber, and bearing the marks of his cruel intention 
in ifis fore-head, put me into-as great a fear as 1 could *polſibly be capable of. He took: + 
not ſo much leiſare as to {it down for the ſhort vilit he meant to make me, but lookit 
upon me with a ſeverer Eye than ever he had done before, Berenice, ( ſaid he) hicherto1 
have veen too favourable to you, but you too unworthily abuſed my indulgence, therefore 
now know my laſt inteations, aud diſpoſe your ſelf once for all to marry Arſacomes ; I 
give yo! as much time to reſolve upon it, as will be neceſlary tor his Voyage hither , bir 
I declare to you thar he ſhall be your Husband, from the very day of his arrival. Though 
I was infinitely ſurpriz'd at this ſtrange diſcourſe, yet did I call up all the courage I had, 
to make reply to that ſevere propolition of the Kings, and looking upon him with an Eye 
that was more anima:ed than ordinary : I will obey you; Sir, (ſaid I) to the laſt minute 
of my Life z but my Death I hope ſhall free me from the Obedience I owe you. You 
ſhall have leave to Dye, (reply'd the King) if you prefer Death before Arſacomes, but you 
ſhall never obtain a more favourable elettion. He ſtaid not for my avſwer, but going our 
of the room, !eft me in the condition you may judge was reduc'd to by that cruel threat . 
Truly it was a very lamentable one, and Theomiris and Cyllenia had never been more 
ſorrowfully employed about me, than they were all the reſt of that day. I would' have. 
diflembled my grief to Arſaces, whom I was to ſee that night, and I prayed my Couzen 
not to tell hint of that vilit of the Kings, but *twas impoſſible Sor me to hold my reſolu- 
tion ;- and as ſoon as ever I ſaw him, my tears broke forth in ſuch abundance, that before 
I was able to ſpeak, he was but too well inſtructed in my misfortune ; wherefore I was 
forc'd to confel it to him, aftet the tears that had betray'd me , and ſeeing he ſuſpetted 
ſomethings more fatal, I was fait to tell him all I knew, both of the King's meflage to 
Arſacomes, and of the cruel command I had receiv'd from his own mouth. AYrſaces'ne- 
verappear'd ſo terrible to-me as at,that killing news , and I do not wonder, his Enemies 
ſhould think him ſo dreadful! in Fight , ſince in the anger I ſaw him at that time, I could 
not bat be afraid of him my ſelf: Yet did he all that poſſibly be could to maſter it be- 
fore me, -and when he-nad a little conquer'd that firſt fury, which made him fly into an 
extremity of rage againſt the King's violent proceeding, and that he had kept lilence for a 
few moments : 'Tis too long deferr'd, ( added he ) Arſacomes muſt dye, and the blood of 
that unworthy Favourite muſt pay for the King's Tyranny, and for his own. Oppoſe not 
this jait reſalution, Madam, with unjult commands ; my obedience in this Encounter 
would be Cowardiſe , and in the extremity we are now reduc'd to, I ought to be exempted 
from it. The King doth but vainly prepare a Marriage for him, to which he has unwor- 
- thily precended ; neither am I fo foriaken of the Gods,or Men,no,nor of my own Courage, 
which hitherto hath ſerv'd me faithfully enough, but that I can make that Rival fall at the 
head of his Army, The King of Scychia perbaps ſhall find, that the remembrance of Ar- 
ſace> is. not yet extinguiſh'd inthe Court of Scythia , and I hope it ſhall be with his own 
forces that 1'l oppoſe his unjuſt and tyrannical deſigns. Theſe were Arſaces his words, 
and I ſaw him fo fixt upon that reſolution, that Irhad not the confidence to oppoſe it 
with all the power I had over him : Yer did I ftrive to pacifie him as much as poſſibly 
I could, and alledg'd all the reafons I thought capable to divert his purpoſe. I lov'd not 
blood,and could have wiſh'd to be rid of Arlacomes otherwiſe than by his Death ; and be- 
lides, I ſaw ſuch great and manifeſt dangers to Arſaces in that enterpriſe, that it was bard 
to hope for a favourable iflue of it. - I repreſented it to him as well as I was able , and en- 
deavour'd to touch him by the conſideration of my fears, for the evident peril of his Life. 
He having oe \beet very ready to comply with my entreaties, ſtrove to.dppear more 
moderate, and having protefted tre would make his inclinations yield to mine as much as 
he could poſſibly , he left me in ſome belief that I had obtain'd what I deiir'd of him. I 
. palt the reit of that Day in thoſe diſquiets which that uncertainty caus'd in me ; but in the 
Night, at the hour when I expeRed him, I only receiv'd a Letter by one of Theodates his 
Servants, the words whereof were theſe. 


eArſaces to the Princeſs Berenice. 


Depart, Madam , ſince my honoxr, ſince my repoſe will not ſuffer me to remain longer near 
J,. and perchance I ſhall net return to you again, till 1 am freed of a Rival, and reveng'd of 
an 
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an Enemy : Remember your f uthfull Arſaces, and if it pleaſe the Gods he Dye in this Exter- 
priſe, fi uſj er hin not to Dye aljo 14 your Memns?: y, , e 
Tie reading of theſe words did infinitely augment my grief, and put me again into my 
former appreienions. I began to b- afflicted for his abſence, and to tremble tor che dan- 
gers Into which he was going to expole himſelf; What likelihood is thete ( ſaid I to 
Theomiris and Cylilenia ) char he can attempt to kill Arſacomes at the head of his Army, 
without periſhing himſelf in the delign? Ah! without doubt, Couzen, we ſhall never 
ſee him more , and his ceipair will make him ſo far to neglect the means of his 
vafery , that ae by his own rune will ſecure the pretenlions of Artacomes. I afflicted my 
ſelf on this manner, norwithttancing all the confolationsI receiv'd from Theom'ris , aud 
could never. be cured of my fears, during all the time he continued in that Journey. But, 
Brother, I think I am at the end of the recital you demanded of me , and if you deſire to 
know the wonderfull events of Arſaces his Voyage, «you- may learn ther much better 
from himſelf than me , who am little _— of relating ſuch adventures as thoſe you are 


going to hear from him. Ir is jutt, fair Princels, ( reply'd Arſaces) that I ſhould eaſe you 


of that pains, and you out of your goodneſs have given me rett enough to be able to tiniſh 
this Narration. Arſaces held his peace at theſe words, and when he had choughr a while of 
the diſcourſe he was to make, he proceeded in theſe tearms. 

As ſoon as I had leftthe Princeſs, and that I was retir'd with Theodates, I made that 
dear Friend acquainted with.my reſolution ot departing the nexe Night, to $0 to Arſa- 
comes, and either give him his Death in the middle of his Troops, or put an end, by mine 
own, to all the paints to which I ſaw- my ſelf condemn'd. Theodates was amaz'd at that 
delign , but he argu'd not much againſt it, atid only rold me he would own my Fortune, 
and that into what peril ſoever I expos'd my ſelf; he never would forſake me 
while he Liv'd : Theſe tender proofs of his Friendſhip , did infinitely redouble mine, 
and not having the power to refuſe his company in ſuch an enterpriſe, eſpetially feeing 
there was no more lafety for him in Ifledon than for me , and that in what part © 
Scythia ſoever he could be, his abode would {till be dangerous, becauſe, belides what he 
had done to favour my eſcape, the Letter which had come to rhe King's Eye, and which 
was known to be his hand, had exceedingly aggravated his diſpleaſure againit him , I 
conſented to ler him go along with me, and expoſe himſelf with me to all the dangers, 
which in probability we went to Encounter. That day we gave order togert good Arms, 
and good Horſes, and other things that were molt neceſlary for us ; bur we would take 
no other company along with us,except Criton,who had already welt recover'd his wonds, 
Theodates his Squire, and two of his Servants to take care of our Horles and Arms , be- 
lieving that a greater Train would but make our paſlage the more dithcult, and the more 
ealily diſcover us. I wrote thoſe few words to my Princeſs, which ſhe repeated to you, 
and though her abſ-nce was the greateſt misforrnne I was ſealible of in that attempt, yer 
would I go away without ſeeing her, for fear ſhe ſhould oppoſe my intention with her 
abſolute authority. L__ my Letter into the hands of a truſty Servant of Theodates, 
and when a good part of the Night was ſpent, we took Horſe, and going otof the Town, 
pat our ſelves intoa way that was not unknown to thoſe that attended us. By good 

preune we had no River to paſs, that was not Fordable, nor no Town in our paſſage which 
we could not avoid , ſending only Theodates his Servants through them, to buy fuch Pro- 
vilions as we needed. This did much facilitate our Voyage, and we perform'd it withour 
any encounter that was able to croſs our purpoſe. But before we came tothe Army , I 
thought fir to diſcover the bottom of my delign to Theodates, and to thatend ; Do nor 
believe ( (aid I) that my reſolution proceeds totally from my deſpair, and that my eater- 
priſe, for all it is ſo hazardous, is without ſome beam of hope, grounded upon a great deal 
of reaſon. The Army now under Arſacomes, is the ſame you know that I commanded 
againſt the Tauro-Scythians, in the Country of the Agatirlians, and aftefwards agaiuit 
Arimbas ;- *twas with it we obtain'd ſome ViRories againſt the King of Scythia's Ene- 
mies : There is no Commander among thoſe Troops, whom I have not oblig'd by ſome 
particular courtelie : There is hardly any Souldier, whoſe face and name is not known to 
me ; and never did any General receive more teltimonies of affe&tion trom his Men, thau 


I from them while we march'd together. This remembrance makes me hope for favour 
. among(t 
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amongſt tnem , though I ſhould come to be ſo unfortunate as to have ill ſucceF in my 
deiiga againit Arſacomes his Perſon ; and for all he is their General, perchance he will 
have much ado to find more Friends than I among them. You have reaſon to believe 
it, ( anſwer'd Theodates ) and as I can aflure you, that your memory is {till dearer to them 
than you cah imagine ; 1 can allo tell you, that by reaſon of Arſacomes his pride, and of 
his haughry carriage, all che Souldiers, and all the Officers have a great averlion to him, 
and I am confident, they never ſubmitted to his command without a great deal of un- 
willingneſs. The words of Theodares redoubled my hopes , and in the mean time we 
advanc'd toward the Army, with as much ſpeed as che compaſles we were fain to take 
would ſuffer us, and we fond ir ſooner than we expeted. The King's meſſenger had 
made very great haſte, and had been arriv'd there many days, and Arſacomes, who with 
ſach lofty hopes, had receiv'd ſo plealing an order, had rais'd his Camp from the banks of 
Boriſthenes, and was returning {trait to Ifledon, with as long Marches as he could. He, 
-by order frora the King, had left five or lix thouſand Men upon the Frontier, which he aad 
put in Garriſon, in ſome of thoſe Towns that had been recover'd, and the relt of the Army 
was about eis\iteen, or twenty thouſand, It was along the Bank of the River Hypanis, 
that we ſaw the firlt Battalions march, and Riding with our Beavers down, we paſſed with- 
oat doubt, amons the firtt that ſaw us, for Horſe-men of their Army ; we wore nothing 
npon our Arms that could diſcover our quality , they were very good, but not enriched 
with any Ornameat, that could make them be taken notice of , and we had made choice 
of ſach, that we might have the liberty of palſing every where with leſs danger of being 
known. I had taken no particular order avout my delign, but had only reſolv'd tolay 
hold of the firſt occaſion forture ſhould offer me to fight with Arſacomes, or kill him if 
I could do it upon eaven tearms,and without any baſene(s - but ſee how ſhe behav'd her ſelf 
in that adventure, and admire her Capriciouſneſs in one of the ſtrangelt events you ever 
heard, * 

One part of the Army was already paſs'd, when I ſaw Arſacomes appear at the head 
of a good number of Commanders , among winch I knew the good old Cleoreſtes, Leo- 
taris, and ſome other of thoſe Friends I had greatelt confidence in. He. was compleatly 
Arm'd, ( as you know it is the cuttom among the Scythians never to go without their Arms 
upon a March, or in paſſing upon any duty of their Command) bur his Beaver was up, 
and he was ealie to be known by many other marks. As ſoon as ever I ſaw *twas he, my 
reſentments awaken'd in ſuch manner, that I no longer was maſter of them , and though 
in a»pearance I could not take a more unſeaſonable time for my ſatizfation, I was not 
capable of all neceſlary conliderations ; and moreover I beliey'd, that in the extremity 
I was reduc'd to, and in the nature of the cauſe that mov'd me, I could not ftand conſi- 
dermg, nor ſeek ways to facilitate my enterpriſe, and be cautious of my ſafety, with- 
out Cowardiſe. In this conceit turning toward Theodates , Dear Theodates, ( ſaid I) 1 
can no longer deferr the Execution of my delign, ſtir not till you ſee I have need of your 
aſſiſtance, and then do what you ſhall think convenient. I hearken'd not to what Theodares 
alledg'd to diflwade me from my raſh intent , but advancing toward Arſacomes, I drew 
near him withoat any difficulty. I ſaluted him, bowing to my Saddle bow, and ſpeazing 
to him without putting up my Beaver ; Sir, ( ſaid I) may I have a word or two with vou 
in pr:vate, to inform you of a thin of great importance for the King's Service ? Arſz- 
comes accus'd me of unmannerlineſs, or tolly, for having ſpoken to him without diſcov'ring 
my face, and lookins upon me with an arrogant faſhion, he ask'd me who I was ; You 
ſhall know, Sir, ( anſwer'd I) ard with my. name, ſhall alſo learn the bulmeſs I have to 
impart to you, if you pleaſe to with-draw about an hundred paces from this company 
that is about yoy. With theſe words, I.turn'd my Horſe and Rode toward the place whi- 
ther I delir'd to draw him ; and though they that were preſent would have perſwaded him 
Not to follow me, and told him that by ſo doing he ſhould injure his Dignity, yet being 
( as indeed he was) Valiant, and deſirous of Glory, he beliey'd that diftruit would ſhew a 
want of fpirit. | In that opinion, he commanded them to March on, and forbidding them 
to follow him , he came Gallopping after me, and paſſing by the place where I had ſtopt, 
went five or {ix hundred paces from his men : I overtook him in an inſtant, and he turn- 
ins toward me as ſoon as I drew near ; Speak now ( ſaid he) at liberty, and lince no body 

| over- 
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over hears thee, -tell me who thou art, and what thou haſt to communicate to me for the 
Kings ſervice. Ichought I might farishe part of his dethand, by letting him ſee my face ; 
and for that purpoſe, thruſting up my bever of my cask, I am Arſaces ( anſwer'd I) and 
by that name alone thoa mayelt learn all I have to ſay to thee. Arſacomes was ſo ſur- 
priz'd at theſe words, and at the unexpeRed light of my face, that for alt be had a Sreat 
deal of courage, he chang'd colour, and appear d as unmoveable as a ſtatue. I would not 
take advantage of his amazement, but gave him leiſure to recover it. Come to thy 
(@ again Arſacomes, (ſaid I) and know him, whom neither the King of Scythia's inzra- 
tirade nor thine hath been able to ruine. 1 live ſtill in ſpite of his orders, 4nd in ſpite of 
thine, and I live to diſpute Berenice with thee ; endeavour to defend rhy pretenſions with 
thy life, and make thy ſelf worthy by that action, of whet, neither thy birch nor thy ſer- 
vices have been able to merit. Thou cant never hope to poſleſs her quietly while Arſaces 
is alive, and thou oughtelt to diſpatch him our of the world, if thou wilt free thy ſelf of 
2 more fortunate rival, and of an irreconcileable enemy. My bitch is now well enough 
known tothee, to believe thou ſhalt not wrong thy dignity by this combat, nor is there ſo 
little honour to be gotten with Arſaces; but that thou may'it reckon this encounter as one 
of the moſt glorious of thy whole life; By theſe words I firove to draw him to a Sreater 
diſtance from his Troops, yer he would go but very little further, and having ſerled him- 
{elf while I was ſpeaking, after he had look'd upon me with a more reſolute countenance 
than before: Yes( faid he) I am ready to diſpure Berenice with thee, and lince thou hatk 
eſcap'd the juſtice of the King her father, I ſhall be glad to revenze his quarrel, and make 
my ſword the initrument of that death which tho! oughrelt to have ſuffer'd for the de- 
fence of thy Country. This cruel reproach, to which 1 ſaw my ſelf unhappily expos'd, 
xais'd my anger tothe higheſt pitch, and ſeeing that Arſacomes pur his haad to the hilt ot 
bis (word, without moving any further, I drew thine with all the hat I could, and making 
it glitrer in his eyes, quickly ſhewed him, that to give me my death was not ſo ealle a 
matter as he imagin'd. I believ'd I had not much time to ſatisfie my revenge, and that 
I ſhould ſoon have part of the army gpon me, wheretfore deſiring to ſhorten that combat 
with an extraordinary haſte, I flew at Arſacomes with more fury than judgment, and 
with two fortunate blows gave him two wounds, one in the body, the other in the right 
arm, which diſabled him to fight, and put him in ſuch diſorder, that ruſhing fiercely 
againſt him ar the ſame time, I threw him headlong out of his ſaddle upon the ground. 
housh the (light of our combat had already made a good many of thoſe that beheld it 
come running towards us, I had time enough to have ſlain Arſacomes, if I had had a 
mind to it; but how great interelt ſoever I had in his death, I was not able to give it him, 
being he was no longer in a condition to defend himſelf, and ſeeing ſome of the Oſh- 
cers of the army come thundring at me, I advanc'd a little toward them, wiih a urpoſe 
to make my ſelt known, and with a hope to moderate their reſentments by the Fohe of 
my face. I found more facility in it than I expeRed, by the prudence of Theodates, for 
he no ſooner had ſeen them ſtir, but caſting off his helmer, and ſhzwing them his bare 
head, he made toward them with all poſſible ſpeed, crying, O Cleorettes, O Leotaris, 
whither run you? *tis Arſaces your General, and your beſt friend. The name of Ar- 
laces often reiterated,ſlackned their ſpeed,and turning toward him that fpoke it,they knew 
him to be Theodates, to whom they bore a particular reſpe& and affetion, They were 
{eiz'd with a marvellous aſtoniſhment, when I coming up to them with my ſword in my 
hand, and my head quite unarm'd, Do you come (cry'd 1) dear friends, to take away the - 
lite of Arſaces ? If it be ſo, 1 refuſe not death ; nor can I receive it from more welcome 
hands, than thoſe of my ancient friends, and of my valiant companions. Theſe word: 
and the (ight of my face, ftop'd them ſhort at firſt, and put them into a wonderful irre- 
ſolution ; but within a while after, they made all other conſiderations yield to their affeQi- 
on, and putting up their ſwords, they came to me with an intention very different from 
that which before had drawn them. This accident had Raid the march of tie Army, and 
all the Officers leaving their places, with part alſo of the ſouldiers, ran throngins to that 
(peftacle, bur the name of Arſaces, which ſpread from one to another through the whole 
Army, preſently filled all their reſentments, and wakening in them the remembrance 
*fthe ardenr love they bad born me, they ran all about me, to take my part azainſt Arſz- 
comes 
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comes his ſervants and particular friends. Cleoreſtes was the firſt, who, finding the affe- 
Con of the ſouldiers, and jincited to it by his own, Sot before all the rett, and cryed, Long 
live our General Arſaces, and raay his enemies periſh. Leotaris ſeconded him in his cries, 
and in his attion,and immediately the name of Arſaces ecchoed through all the plain. 1was 
almoſt overturn'd with tae crowd of Olhcers and fouldiers, ſome- ask'd to ſee their Gene- 
ral Arſaces, and ſome preſiedtoſalute me. I ftretch'd forth my hands, and embrac'd them 
one after another ; and calling them by their names, I. made them ſee I lad dearly pre- 
ſerv'd their remembrance. By little and little I was encompaſled by the whole Ar, 
and was fain to go all about without my cask, and to ſhew my felt to thoſe that wete 
fartheſt off, who with loud cries demanded the light of their General, Never was there 
any change of rhis nature ſo ſudden, nor ſo wondertul as that, and all that my moſt affe- 
Rionate friends could have wiſh'd to my advantage, would not have come near to what 
Fortune did for me in that Encounter. In the ſame place where a few minntes before 1 
had been alone againſt an enemy that commanded a powerful Army, I ſaw my elf tri- 
umphant, Iſaw my ſelf ador'd, and 1 ſaw my ſelf abſolute over twenty thouſand men, 
whoſe arms and lives were at my devotion. Let Arſaces (cryed they confuſedly ) take 
the command of us again, and let him lead us over all the world to ſerve him, we'l obey 
no body but him, and all his enemies ſhall be ours. Onely Arſacomes his friends and 
ſervants, terrified with this alteration, too weak to ſhew how they reſented ir, and per- 
chance being in fear of tueir lives, ofter'd not to come iiear me ; but in all that confulion 
I was not forgetful of my Maſter, and being very confident he was not dead, I prayed Cles 
orettes, if they had not done it already, tvat he would cauſe him to be taken from the place 
where he was, and make as careful endeavours to ve uſed tor his recovery, as I could nave 
delir'd for my own. After I had given this order, I entreated thoſe thar ito04 near to 
aftordme alittle audience, and having obtained (ilence wich much ado, I ſpake to the 
2-2 Oſkcers who came round about Me, and to as many of the reſt as were within 

earing. My dear and generous friends, (ſaid I) you by whom alone the name of Arſa- 
ces has gain'd all the honour it can boalt of, you by whom I am now alive, and briefly, 

o1 to whom with my glory, and with my life, I owe all, and will acknowledge all; 1 
thould be unworthy of this affe&tion, which is my chietelt happineſs, if I could abuſe it, 
and if I ſhould make uſe of your goodneſs for the defence of an unjuſt quarrel, and 2 
juarrel wherein you your ſelves had not ſome intereit, Taat which you had done for the 
Kin of Scythia, and that which I had done for him with your aſſiſtance, was not ſo in- 
conl1derable, that inftead of recompences he ſhould give us ſhackles, he ſho.:1d give us 

uniſhments ; and that after having unwortuily wrong'd your General, in his perſon, and 
in his reputation, after having made him languiſh in a hard captivity, he ſhould ſend him 
executioners, cruelly to tear away that life which he ſo often had prodigally hazarded for 
his, -and for the defence of his dominio'1s. *Tis true, my birth had made me criminal in his 
opinion ; - and if your thoughts are not more generous than his, it will likewiſe make me fo 
in yors ; but tho1gh I ſhoald endanger this life which I hold from you, I can no longer 
be able to diſſemble the truth, and into what neceſſity ſoever I can be reduc'd, I never will 
require ſervices from perſons to whom I am not known, Ir is trae, my friends, if you can 
be ſo after my declaration I make to you, it is true, I heretofore was Artaxerxes the dear 
brother, and the faithful friend of your Prince Oroondates ; but Darius his ſon, and 
' Matheus his enemy ; you are not ignorant what my f.mily and I have done againſt you ; 
but if yog, have fonnd, that in what I have done for this Kingdom at the head of you, 1 
have prelerv'd the hatred of an enemy, I ſhall nor think it ſtrange if you follow the exam- 
ple of your King ; and if, according to the intention he had to do ſo, you take away a life 
which you have newly given me, nor had I kept it hitherto, but in hope to recover by 
your aſſiſtance, part of that honour, and part of that Empire which I loſt while I was 

ghting here for yours ; but I'm onely to blame to ſay 1 kept my life o:ely for that, no, 
my valant fellowſouldiers, I kept it alſo for Berenice ; and it my being in thi» Coantrey 
has been any way advantageous to the Scythians, they owe it to the love I \ear their 
Princeſs. I ſerv'd her in ſerving you, ſhe has been pleas'd to approve my ſervices, and I 
thought Thad rather merited her, than that ignominious death the King wou'!d «© ve me; 


but while he ſends me poiſon, and preſents me with a dagger -to be my own —— 
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he alſo takes Berenice from me, to bettow her upon Arſacomes , and 'tis by that way alone 
he deprives me of a Life, which I detended in jpite of all his Jaylours, and his Hang-mea. 
He in favour of taat Favourite, cruelly torces the inclinations, and unnaturally 1mpriſons 
the perſon of that Princeſs, as he uot long ago did the perſon of your Prince , and by 
that violeace has driven the miſerable Artaces, Cither to find a death in the midit of all 
your Swords, or kill Arſacomes at the head of all his Troops , and to demand of thoſe 
very Troops the happineſs which his Enemies unjuſtly would rob him of. Behold, 
dear Friends, what I ought to tear, and what I ought to hope for from you ; if you will 
have me Live as Arſaces , I demand Berenice of you ; and if you will have me Dye as 
Arcaxerxes, I freely offer you ry Brealt , and delire not to conſerve that Life againſt your 
Wills , for which I muit confe(s my ſelf indebred ro you. I had not made an end of theſe 
words,” when there aroſe a confuſed noiſe amongſt the Souldiers, which at firit might have 
been enough to beger fear in a perſon that had been n.uch in love with his Life, but I had 
not the leiſure to be ttrucken with it, for I preſently underitood the reſolution of all that 
multicude. The recital of this adventure is indeed ſhamefull to che King of Scythia, 
lince among ſo many thouſand Me, of mean and obſcure birth , there were none witoſe 
tzoughts were not more full of gratitude than his, and whoſe knowledge of my real qu4- 
lity was able to blor our the remembrance of the Ovligation they believ'd they had to 
me. Let him ke Arſaces, ( cry'd they ) or let him be Artaxerxes, he is ill our General, 
he is che Friend, he is the Brother of our great Prince, we have no more Warr now againſt 
te Periians, and we are ſo much the more oblig'd ro Prince Artaxerxes , if; for all he is a 
a Periian, he has given us ſuch teltimonies of affection, as we never receiv'd from any 
of our own Country-men. Let him lead us ( ſaid they preſently afcer ) whirher his inte- 
reits call him, let him lead us to the conquelt of Berenice, and to the revenge of thoſe high 
wrongs he has receiv'd, wee'l ſerve him without any diſtin&tion of Enemies, and will 
neyer p.it any difference between his and ours. Theſe words, and many others that were 
tothe {ame ſence, were often repeated through the whole Camp , and by a thouſand re- 
ſoundins cryes, anda thouſand extraordinary actions, all the Commanders, and all the 
Souldiers, teſtified that they long'd for nothing ſo earneſtly as the occalion of going to 
fight for my quarrel. . I cannot but acknowledge that I felt an exceſſive joy ar. ſo favour- 
able an event ; I could not keep my ſelf from having great reſencments againit the King , 
who after his unworthy uſage of me, and the cruel deſign he had ſhew'd to rake away 
my Life in an ignomintous manner, had ſet my Head at a price, and ran to all the extre- 
mities againſt me, that are wont- to be uſed againſt the baſeit Maletactors, and againſt 
the greateſt Traitors to a Kingdome. This remembrance thruſt me vpon the delign of re- 
venzing my ſelf againſt him with his own Arms , and of making him know, that a Prince 
diſpoſſeſs'd of his Dominions, was not yet ſo weak, nor ſo forſaken, but that he could in 
the heart of his Territories, deitroy that peace which he himſelf had ſettled. My love 
joyn'd ir ſelf to my anger with a more abſolute power, and my delire of revenge was 
nothing near ſo ſtrong, as that of obtaining Berenice ; I was delirous rherefore, for the 
ſatisfaction of both, to make uſe of the happineſs that offtcr'd it ſelf ro me, and choaghe 
I oaght nor to neglect a fortune, which I ſhould never recover again while I liv'd, if 
I ſhould ſuffer it to eſcape ; with this intent ſhewing a more cheartull countenance to che 
Commanders and Souldiers than before , Generous friends, ( ſaid I) I know not how to 
oppoſe the effects of your goodneſs, nor refuſe the advantageous offers. you make me ; 
ſince you delire it, I eatitle you tomy intereſt, and with a confidence like that of yours, 
I pat my Life and Fortune into your hands ; 1 henceforth will acknowledge nothing buc 
from you , aid lince you are pleas'd, 1 ſhould again rake up the honour I had hereto- 
fore amongſt you, I obey, with a proteltation that I never will abuſe ic while I live , and 
that demanding nothing, of you bitt a Miftreſs, I will always own you for my Maſters, 
and for my Procectors. After theſe words, I rode abont every where amongſt them, and 
a$I receiv'd the Oagh which the Officers vqluntarily made to me, I embrac'd them, and 
a!mot all the Sonlders after them. This ceretniony beirts xngtgd, 1 fell into great expreſ- 
ſions of kindneſs to Cleoreſtes, Leotaris, and the relt of my particular Friends ; and Theo- 
dates, who was extreamly belov'd, and much conlidered amongtt them, receiv'd a thous 
fand civikties from them and a thouſand =_ for the affection he had ſhew'd to me z 
K We 
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we Encamp'd that day in that very place , and that ſituation appear'd very commodious 
for a tay ot three or four days, which was not unneceflary, to deliberate about the ma- 
na 5ing of my affairs. In the mean time, Arlacomes was m his Tent, attended as if he 
had been in his verter fortune ; lis wounds were tound to be neither great, nor dangeroy, 
and the Cityrurgeons promis'd his cure in a few days ; he wanted nothing bur liberty, 
which in tat coadition would have teen uſeleſs tro him, and my Friends knowing how 
highly it concern'd me to keep him tatt, had taken care to ler Guards upon lum, They 
judg'd with reaſon, tiyac 1 could nor allure my ſelf of Bereuice, but by keeping Arliacomes, 
and that as log as he was 1m my power, the King could not force Bereunice to marry him, 
Within a few days, though he was not abſolutely. cured, yer was he able to indure a 
Litter, and I heard by thoſe that waited on him, that his captivity was his molt ſenſible 
diſcontent. How great interelt ſoever I had to keep him, 1ſcorn'd to make uſe of that 
advantage which I held from fortune, and {ince he had eſcaped my Sword, I believ'd m 

ſelf oblis'd in honour, to reſtore him a liberty which he had lot only by the defeQion 
of his Army. To this conlideration I added, that if he was generous, he would remember 
my carriage toward him , and tuat as I had not abus'd his captivity to concern Berenice, 
ſo neither would he perizaps abuſe his liberty to take her from me. All my Friends, and 
Theodares himſelf oppos'd my intention, and judg'd it contrary to all the Laws of Pru- 
deace ; buttaey were not able ro ſhake my reſolution , and after having pray'd them to 
give me leave in this encounter, which concern'd no body but my ſelf, to make uſe of the 
Power they had given me , I went to Arſacomes, whom I had nor ſeen ſince he was 
wounded. Althou$h the power I had over him, ttifled all my anger , I could not ſee 
bim without being mov'd, aud I obſerv'd, Fe changed colour at my coming in ; but not 
deliring any long converſation with him, 1 quickly told him the caufe of my vilit, and 
took away all thoſe appreieniions he might have had. Arlacome:, ( ſaid I) Lcomenot 
hither to teproach you with the injuries you have done me , I endeavour'd to revenge 
them by a way which you have eſcap'd, and all others were too diſhonourable tor me to 
aſe. I will not take any advantage againlt you, by what the Army hath done in favour 
of me, and when you are well enough toendure a Journey, you ſhall be free to go away 
at your ovwh time. I knowl give my lelf death, in giving you liberty , and that you will 
make no other uſe of it than to deprive me of that Princeſs, who is the cauſe of all our 
differences ; but that knowledge is not able to alter my deſign : Go ſee Berenice again 
whea you pleaſe , but rememoer that a generous man ought to win her affe&tion rather 
by his Services, than by -her Fathers authority, and that the recompence you owe to what 
I now do for you, is not to ſuffer Berenice to be forc'd. Arſacomes wag. goins to reply, 
but I hearken'd not to his auſwer , not deliring to hold any long diſcourſe with him ; 
wherefore going out of his Teat, I commanded the Souldiers that Guarded him, to retire, 
He, without aiy further delay, made uſeof the favour I had done him, and the next morn- 
ing caulins himſelf to be put into a Litter, which Prince Oroondates had left at the Army, 
and whic' he had us'd, during the cure of thoſe Wounds he had receiv'd in the Battel; he 
went on his way toward Ifledon, but went full of threats, and full of reſentment, not of 
the favour, but of the injury he had receiv'd from me. I Rtay'd a few days after his de- 
parture upon the Banks of the River Hypanis , uot being willing to fly to extremities 
againſt the Father of Berenice, and Oroondates, without having well deliberated the mat- 
ter, and without having us'd all the caution that might free me from blame in the opinions 
of my Princeſs, and of my Friends. For this purpoſe, retarding the motion of the Army, 
and making but very ſhort marches towards Ifledon, before I engaged my ſelf in a War 
to which I was inftigated by my love, I deiired to let the King fee I was Maſter of my 
reſentments, how uit ſoever they were, and therefore I diſpatched away a Meſſenger 
with a Letter to him, the words whereof were theſe. 


eArſaces to the King of Scyrhia. 


| 4 x0t put you in mid, vr , what I have done for you, and what you have done as 
gain? me, Ut ſuffices that you remember you are beholding to me for your Life , a—_ 
the 
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the” ſecurity of your Kingdome ; and that for my recompence you ſent' me a dagger ard 4 
draught of porſon 3 you have proſecuted me as the baſe of, all malefattors, ard Aet my head 
at a price, 44 that of a T raitor, and of an infamous perſon : this nſage muſt needs be very ſenr 
ſible to a Prince, whoſe quality is not inferiour to your own, but it 1s ſapportable to Arſaces, 
from the Father of Berenice and Oroondates; and if yet you ſtop the courſe. of your cr#- 
«lies, 1 will lay down the | Authority 1 have found 1m the place where 4 ovely ſought. for 
Santtuary againit your perſecutions, 1 demand no ſatisfattion for the wrongs you have done 
me, and though perhaps 1 am in a conditian to right my ſelf, 1 will forget thems all, as you 
have forgot my ſervices, provided you remem.er that the Princeſs Berenice is your Daugh- 
er, and that you force not her inclinations, 1n favour of a man, whom if 1 would, | could 
have made to loſe his pretenſions with his life, She 15 of a birth not fit to be uſed with vi. 
olece for a Subjett, and mine 1s not ſo deſpicable as to make her bluſh for having preferr'd 
me bfore Arſacomes. Perchance you may have ſome Conſideration of it, and if all gene- 
roſity be not utterly extinguiſh'd in the heart of 4 King, you will remember, I ans. 5till 
that ſame Arſaces who has loſt your friendſhip onely by his misfortunes, but who gamn'd it by bis 
bleud, and by bus ſervices. | 

The man 1 ſent to the King with this Letter, arriv'd at Tſſedon tvro dayes after Arſa- 
comes, and found the King in troubles and-in paſſions which it would be impoſſible to 
deſcribe. He partly ſhewed them by his uſage of my meſſenger, whom he cauſed to be 
hang'd afloon as he had read my Letter, And not doubtins but this laſt offence, and 
his cruel obſttnacy, would utterly take away that remainder of reſpe&tI yet bore toward 
him, he gave order to raiſe men, and endeavour'd to gather ſuch torces as might enable 
him to detend himſelf. He had receiv'd Arſacomes as his fon, and after bavins com- 
forted him for the diſgrace he had receiv'd, by all the ſweerelt hopes he could poſſibly 

ive him, . he had preſented him to the Princeſs as her husband, and had given her no 
— time to reſolve upon that marriage than till he were perfeAly recovered of his 
wounds, which they hop'd he would be within very few dayes. Letnot thy Artaxer- 
x65 think ( ſaid he to her) to terrifie me by the infidelity of my ſabjetts ; the traytors that 
ſerve him, ſhall periſh with him, and thou ſhalt ſee his deltruction, as he ſhall ſee thy 
marriage. Tae forrowful Princeſs anſwered thoſe threatnings onely wich her tears, and 
whea ſhe was forced to reply ;_ It is not my delire,' Sir, ( ſaid ſhe) that Arſaces 
ſhould return in Arms, to take fatisfation for the injuries you have done him ;* and 
though I ſhould. be freed by thoſe wayes, I know well enough what I owe to you, never 
to give my ſelf ro him without your conſent, bur it ſhall never be with mine that Arſa- 
comes ſhall be my husband, nor can you give me to him, without givins me to my 
rave. You are unworthy ( replyed the King ) I ſay you are unworthy of his conſtancy 
toward yo1, and if he were not blinded with afteQtion, for all you are a Kings Daughter, 
he would deſpiſe you, for your indiſcreet and obftinate fondneſs of his rival. If he 
were genero.1s himſelf ( added the Princeſs ) he would remember the favour he received 
from his enemy, and would conlider, that it Arſaces his vertne had not carried it above his 
intereſts, and above his anger, he would have ſacrificed a life fo fatal to his own, and a life 
which he before had ſav'd.She uſed almolt the ſame diſcourſes to Arſacomes,when he went 
about to entertain her with his paſſion, and as confident as he was, ſhe ſometimes made him 
bluſh with reproach. In the mean time I was ignorant of my Meflengers deſtiny, and had 
advanced but little toward the Town, looking for his return, butT expected it in vain, and 
heard nonews of him but in the mannerTI am going to tell you. 

Having put my life into the hands of the Scythians, I took but little care what guard was 
kept about my perſon, but they all of them took a grear deal, and with an extream affe- 
&ion teſtified how much they were concern'd in the lafery of it : yer one nigat when we 
were encamped by a wood lide, ſome five or 600 furlongs from the River you the 
Souldiers that were upon the watch did not ſo well perform what their Officers had given 
them in chatge, bur rhat a little before day, rwo men, cutting the backſide of my tent, and 
ealily making a hole wide enough to afford them paſſage, came withour difficulty into my 
chamber:by $ood chancel was wont while lay in the field,to have candles always buraing 
by me, and *twas by their lighc that thoſe fellows having obſerv'd all the parts of my cham- 
berzdrew near to my bed [idezto execute their reſolution. They were beginning to pull open 
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my curtains, when by ſome noiſe they made in that ation, I awaken'd in a ſtart, and pre- 
ſently looking abour, I ſpied thoſe two men with their ſwords in their hands, in a pol 
which made me ſufficiently know their wicked delign. A ſudden cry I gave at 
light of thoſe villains, frighred them fo, that I had leiſure to leap out of bed, yer ſeeing 
me without arms, they recovered courage, and went to proſecute their intent of taking 
away my life ; but I was already gotten on the far (ide of a Table, which ſav'd me from 
their firlt blows, and had catch'd up a ſword, wherewith I thought I ſhould be able to 
_ diſpute my life againſt them ; nor was I deceiv'd in my belief, for with the firſt thruſt 
I made, I ran it upto the hiltsin the breaſt of him that was next me, and laid him dead 
at the feet of his companion. The other was ſo terrified ar that execution, that he loſt 
heart, and ſeeing the hole he came in at, endeavour'd to have ſav'd himſelf by flight, but 
I oppoſed his rallage, and preſenting him the point of my ſword, ſtay, miſcreant ( ſaidI) 
ay, and (ince thou haſtdar'd to venture upon fo great a delign, ſee if thou beet able ts 
make anend of it. The cowardly wretch was quite daunted at theſe words, and throw- 
ing down his ſword, fell upon his knees before me. Ah ! Sir, (ſaid he) if you be that 
creat, that generous Arſaces, who can p_ as well as conquer, give me my life. Thou 
fhalrhave it, ( ſaid I) though thou haſt not deſerved it, but rell me --- I wasgoing 
to proceed, when thoſe that lay near my chamber, being waken'd with that noiſe, came 
runnins in one after another, and finding me with my ſword in my hand, a man upon his 
knees before me, and another breathing out his lite with his blood, which ran all about 
the floor ; they fell into a great admiration : inſtantly they drew their ſwords, but I com- 
manded them not to ſtir, and having told them the truth of that adventure in a few words, 
Eexamined the fellow in their preſence, he was ſo frighted, that he was hardly able to 
open his mouth ; but after Thad hearten'd him alittle by the promiſe of his life, which 
I often repeated. Sir ( ſaid he) I think the cauſe of this attempt is not unknown to you, 
the King ſent us to have kill'd you, and beſides the five hundred talents he had offered to * 
whoſoever ſhould bring your head, he gain'd us by particular promiſes of an exceſſive 
recompence. 

Oroondates could not ſuffer Arſaces to continue his diſcourſe, without trembling for 
horrour, nor without deteſting the craelty, and the abominable unworthineſs of the King 
his father, in very reſenting words, which he would not have put an end to of a great 
while, if Arſaces, who delired to do ſo to his leng narration, had not taken him off, to g6 
o1 with it on this nranner; . 


The End of the Fourth Book. 
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E not afflicted, Brother, at my *recital of che Kings cruelty, but employ that 
goodneſs which makes you fall thts into paſſion againſt him, io pardon the 
» Cn3s my reſentment made me nndertake ; which certainly, how much ſo- 
| ever [ was concera'd and what indignities ſoever I had ſuffered, I ſhould ne- 
ver have been overcome to do againſt a King that had given you your Birth, 
if by all his actions he had not intereſted you as the molt odious of all his enemies, and had 
not endeavoured to blot oat all charaRters of that reſpect, which your friends would have 
paid him for your ſake. 

The attempt of this aflaffinate taught me nothing that I knew not, or at leaſt doubted 
not before ; but it madethe hair ſtand an end of all that heard it, whoſe number was fo 
encreaſed, that they already fll'd my chamber. Theodates, who lay in another hard by 
mine, was one of the firlt that came running thither, and after him the noiſe of this 
adventure had drawn the principal Officers of the Army. All began highly to abhorre 
the Kings proceedings, to tearm him cruel and ingrateful, and the wayes he took un- 
worthy of a King, and unworthy of the old down-righe {implicity of the Scythians. After 
that the turault was appeas'd, I queſtioned rhe man, and asked him particular news 
concerning the King, Berenice, Arſacomes, and the Meffenger I had ſent; He rold me 
how my meſſenger had been hang'd, the things I have already related to you of Arſa- 
comes and Berenice, and the Kings final reſolution to force her to that Marriage as ſoon 
as Arſacomes was quite recovered. I was much more ſenlible of this news, than I had 
been of the deligns they had againit my lite, and I reſolved to oppoſe that violence, with 
all the powers fortune had pat into my hand, and in this determination turning toward 
my friends : My dear Companions, ( ſaidI) the King makes uſe of all chinss for my 
deſtruction ; and ſo he may bur ruine me, he thinks not ſcorn to $ive himſelf over to all 
the moſt ſhameful wayes that can be imagined ; truly, I camot but bluſh for him, re- 
membrins how paltionately I have honoured him, and remembrins tuat he is the father of 
my Princeſs, and of my friend. In conlideration 'of that remembrance I would paſs 
over all the injuries he does me, if his cruelty were direted to me alone; and perchance 
I ſhould be maſter enough of my Anger, but I cannot be ſo of my Love. I forgive the 
King all the attempts he*has made againft my life ; but if I may be aflured of your good 
wills to the utmoſt, I will not ſaffer him to execute the refolution he has taken to ſacri- 
fice Berenice td the hatred he bears me, and ( contrary to all divine and humane Laws ) 
to force a free-born Princeſs, and a Princeſs conliderable enongh to be ſecure from all 
manner of violence. We'l ſerve you, ( replyed thoſe generous friends ) what defagn 
ſoever yowcan have, and except Oroondates our natural Prince, we will acknowledge 
no body, 'when your intereſts come in queſtion. Carry the Kins this news ( ſaid 1, turn- 
ing towards that fellow) and tell him he ſhall ſhortly have a gallanter way to kill me than 
this he employ'd you in. He ſhall ſee me before lis walls, at the head of-this ſame Ar- 
my wherewith I conquered his enemies, and he may procure my death' by open war, 
with leſs diſhonour than by the hands of Wurcherers, Tell Arſacomes that if I = 
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pleaſed I conld have hiadred his marriage, that 1'1 Lave anotner encounter with him 
for thaplife-which he abuſes after having;receiv'd it from me, and rhar fo lons as 1 am 
» tae -world, he has litle- reaſon ro hope he ſhall poſleſs Berenice ; and if thou art fo 
ppy as to ſee that Princeſs, and fairhful enough to diſcharge a meſſage to her, ſay, 
That the reſpect I owe hex cannot hinder me from oppoling the tyranny of her fatl:er by 
the way of arms, and tuat'a whole army of valiant men will periſh with me for her 
quarrel, or reſtore her that liberty whereof ſhe has been unworthily depriv'd. After 
theſe words, I ſent back that man, giving him a convoy to carry him fafe a good way 
from tlie Camp, though all they that were with me urg:d me very earneſtly to have him 
led to the Gallows. Within two or three hours afcer,*] made'the Army diſencamp,- and 
wheii I had t61d my friends my laſt intention, we” march'd"direAly toward Tledo:, 
without conlidering any longer. -We liv'd upon the Kings Countrey, juft as we hed 
done when we march'd there for his ſervice, and when the Towns that were in ovr 
way ſent ot towards us, to 'learn what they ſhould fear, or what they ſhould hope, 
I declared that I was not their enemy, that I demanded nothing but free paſlage, and 
ſome ſmall ſubliſtance, that my Souldiers might live, whom I had not means- to pay, and 
that if they would grant it me, I would uſe them as my friends, and as 'my Brothers, B 
this way we gain'd part of them, and all the open Countrey,. which being too weak tod 
oppole us, choſe much rather to contribute toward the: maintenance of tne Army, than 
draw the power of it againſt it felt, "Twas by this order we ſubliſted, and after we 
had furniſhed our ſelves with thoſe things that were moſt neceſlary for us, we proſecuted 
vur courſe, and arrived 'without any caqnliderable obſtacle, within a dayes march of 
Iſſedon ; what dol ſay, within a dayes march ? rather within ſight of the very walls, 
and cercain Scouts whom the King had ſent out to diſcover, and who hardly ſtayed for 
ours, no ſooner ſaw themſelves charged, but they left the field, and ſought their ſafety 
behind their ramparts. I, in many occaſions, had known the ſtrength of the King of 
Scythia, but ar that time I admired at his weakneſs, and not conliderins that his Choler. 
having blinded him, had taken away the greateſt part of that care he ought to have had 
for his defence, I thought tha Gods, whom his laſt aftions had exaſperated againſt him, 
had contributed to his weakneſs, and had oppoſed the leavying of his Troops, ſince he 
had none to form a body of an Army, able to keep the field againſt us ; and that he was 
conſtrain'd, at our approach, to ſhut them up within his walls. True [t is, that he was 
ſurprized by our ſudden coming, and that in fae little time we gave him, the Levies he 
had ſent to make. in the Provinces could not be got ready to do him ſervice. He 
thought nevertheleſs, that he might well enough ſtay for them, and that the Town 
being ſtrengthened as it was, with a great number of Souldiers, might endure a (iege 
long enough to afford them leiſure to get on foot, and to advance to his relief, He alſo 
doubted whether I would adventure to beliege him ; and though after the things I had 
done for his ſervice, he had no reaſon to deſpiſe me, yet could he not fear a man over 
whom he had formerly had ſo great a power, a man that commanded none but Troops 
-compoſed of his own ſubje&s, and a man that had no other foundation in the world than 
"that of ſome revolted forces; or to ſay better, he knew that he had the better part of 
me in his cuſtody, and that being Maſter of Berenice, he had the power in his hand to 
*make me ſtoop to what conditions ſoever he would impoſe. However it were, we, 
without receiving any hindrance, encamp'd within ſight of the City wall:, and though, 
according tothe uſual cuſtome, our Army was not ſtrong enough to undertake a lege of 
that importance in the heart of the Kingdome, I palſed over that conlideration, and 
(believ'd I might make uſe of the diſorder the King was in, to labour for the liberty of 
Berenice. The next day he made eight hundred horſe ſally forth upon us, under the com- 
mand of Prince Carthalis, his Brother. They broke through the firſt of ours very vi- 
goroully, and advanc'd with a great deal of courage toward the reit, when I came in 
to their relief, with thoſe men that happen'd to be on horſeback with me, and our 
number encrealing in a little time, we gave them ſo ſmart a charge, tht after a light 
reſiſtance, they turned their backs, and their fear redoubling at the name of Arſaces, 
which our Souldiers repeated every moment, they forſook their Commander , with 3 
very few that ſtuck to him, in the middle of one of our ſquadrons, where but for _ 
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rival he had been in a great deal of danger. Thoſe that had ſtay'd with Prince Carthafis, 
having ofren nam'd iimy to move our men to ſome reſpect of i s perſon , I catt my Eyes 
upon h1mM as I came uy and having known him by ſeveral marks, I commanded all 
thoſe that had encompaſled -tim to retire, and putting up the Beaver of my Helmec, 1 
made my ſelf known to tie Prince, and erawing near to him with a countenance which 
12d nothins init of an Enemy. Ab ! Sir, (faid1) isit pothble that you ſhoald labour 
your ſelf for rhe raine of Arlaces, who has to much honour'd you 2 Carthatis difcover'd 
his face by my example, and looking upon Me with an ation as obligiag as mine : I ne 
ver will labour ( antwer'd ne) tor cae ruine of Prince Artaxerxes , but he knows. well 
enough that I cannor diſobey the King's order, nor refuſe the employmears he gives me 
witi honour. I fond that in ſpeaking thoſe words, he was fain ro force himſelt before 
choſe that were with him+;z and nor being willing to render hum ſuſpefted by my eadear- 
ments, I forbore them for the ſame conlideration : Iam your Priſoner, ( added he) but 
I hope you will give me tair quarter , and ary captivity will be ſupportavle, Leing fallen 
into the hands of ſo generous an Enemy as the valiaut Arſaces. Yo ſhall not only be 
free, (reply'd I) bur you ſhall ever be mater in all places where I have any power, and 1 
world oppole your return, tO Entreat you to command uere among us, it I did rot know 
you woald reject that oiter , I will not engage yo. m a converfatioa that might make the 
King your Brother jealoas of you, but will conteut My {elf with condufting you to your 
Gates, to repay you a partof, what I receiv got Prince Orogndates azgyr fifit encouncer : 
Carchalis would ngt have yielded to that civility, andtven-ref.ſed rhe liberty I offered 
him; but he was not the Rrongelt amongſt us, and fo was tain at lait to {þmit to the Law 
we had impoſed. Although 1 was not ignorant of the particular obligations I had ro 
him, I thought fit only tomake him judge by my ations, that I was not ingratefull for 
them, and not to mention them before thole that were with him, who percihance mighe 
have made reports of it, that would have-been diſadvantageous to him.” Before we par- 
ted, after he had hearken'd attentively to the complaints I made to him of the King, I con- 
feſs (ſaid he) you have molt yult occalion to refent his actions, and that he carries him- 
ſelf very ingratefully, and very cruelly toward you ; but in fine, what is.your inteution, do 
you mean to. uncrown Berenice s Father, and will you kill che Subje&ts, and poſſeſs 
your ſelf of thoſe Dominions, which ought to be the inheritance of Prince Oroondates ? 
No, ( reply'd 1) the intereſts of Berenice and Oroondates, ſhall ever be inſeparable from 
mine own , and though I were excuſable enough, yet I ſhould make my felf tome repara- 
tion for the injuries I have received from a Prince, whodeclares himſelf their Enemy, and 
not their Father : I have not the leatt choughr of ſuch a purpoſe ; on the contrary, I much 
rather believe, I ſecure thele Dominions. to Oroondates, .which Arſacomes, and Strato- 
nice would ſupplant him of; and in ſhort, my utmolt reſolution, is that of procuring Be- 
renice's liberty. I only demand, that ſhe be not forc'd to take a Husband unworthy 
of her, and to let you fee tnis is no falle pretence, wherewith I would cover my reſent- 
meats, I'flay. gown my Arms, it you'l btir'pat$ your word for the King, *yudr Bernice 
ſhall be free in her own intentions. I will not give you my word for any SS ( anſwered 
the Prince) which Iam not able to make good : Bat I promiſe you, I will imploy all the 
power I have with the King to work him to it , and that wirhin three days, 11 let 
know his final determination. You do me a favour, (faid I) which I dutſt not have 
demanded of you ; and lince, after the dettiay of my latt meflenger, I had no way left me 
tolearn the King's reſolutions , I accept the offer you are pleaſed to make me, and cou- 
jare you to remember it. After ſome other words we parted , and having brought bim 
within a Bow ſhoot of the Gate, I retired roour Tents, 7 : 

Tae opinion of my molt patlionate Friends, was, that -I:onght no longer to ſpare the 
Kins, wuao laboured tor my deftrution fo many ways , and who, if I gave him the lei- 
ſure, would make ſome or other of his Enterprites take effeF ; but I gavenoear to their 
advice, aud reſolv'd not to come to*xtremities, till the extremity of my affairs. For 
this purpoſe, I made our Troops lye ſtill, and ſuffered them not to do-ary at of Hoſti- 
lity againſt cheir Country-men, proteRting the Goods,and Houfes,which the inbabirants of 
Iſſedon had without the Town, and not permitting the lealt hurt co. be done to any thing 
that belong'd to them. I alſo ſet forth Manifeto's whereby I declar'd, rliat I was not their 
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Eneiny, that it was no intent to hurt them, had made me take up Arms , and that by all 
my attions, I would ler them ſee nad loft nothing of that aftection I had born them , 
that I only demanded of them the liberty of their Pwenceſs, and that I conjur'd them 
notto ſiiffer the Daugiter of their Soveraign, and the Silter of Prince Oroondates to 
be forc'd for a Man unwerthy of her , and a Man, who in all the Favour and Authority he 
had enjoyed, had never given them any teſtimonies of aftectioa. To theſe words, I ad- 
ded many others, able to juſtihe my intentions coward them, and to make ſome impreſ- 
ſjon in their minds ; and in the mean time, I expected the performance of Prince Cartha- 
lis his promiſe , and begg'd earnelitly of the Gods in ſome degree to appeale the King's 
anger, aid to give us ſome means to avoid thoſe misforrunes, whereinto his cruel obſtj- 
nacy was $oing to precipitate us. The three days within which the Prince had promiſed, 
I ſhould hear from hjm, were already paſt, as alſo parr of the night that followed them, 
and I began to complain of his breach of word, when a little betore day they brought a 
man into fny Teat, who preſently made himfel: known to me for one of his Servants 
Cartialis had taken Me himſelf to ger him out of the Gates by his Authority, for fear he 
ſhould have been ſearcht, and the Letters taken which he had abour him. As ſoon as he 
was come in, he delivered them to me , and having open'd them with great impatiency, I 
read theſe words in the firit. . 


. Prince Carthafis to Prince Arſaces. 


Ir, 1 have forgotten nothing that 1 owe unto your Friendſhip, and to the remembrance of 

your firſt and laſt Obl;gations ; but my moſt ſenſible grief 15, that I have had tos little credit 
with the King, 4s not t0 be able to ſhake the leaSt of bis reſolutions ; all that endeavour to diſe 
ſwade him from them, paſs in his _ for bis E nemies, and I wanted but wery liule of be. 
ing put into that number. 1n fine, he will have Beremce marry Arſacomes, and though that 
Princeſs tells him, (he ſhall meet her Funeral in that Marriage, ſhe has no longer delay granted 
her than the remainder of this might , and the day following is deſtin'd abu: fail & thoſe 
majuſt and crael Nuptials ; "11s with an extream ſorrow | ſend you ſuch unwelcome news ; 
think of the means you have to prevent it, and never doubt of my Fidelity, ſince you are too 
generous, to deſire any proof's of 1t that are contrary to virtues 

I was ſo exceedingly tranſported at the reading of this Letter , that if I had not hop'd 
the other was from my Princeſs, I ſhould never have had the patience co look upon it ; and 
ſcarce was I able in the Rage that blinded me, to know her lovely Chara&ters ; yer did I 
calt my Eyes upon them, after I had Kiſt chem z- and with inward motions that were alto- 
gether extraordinary, I read theſe words. , 


The Princeſs Berexice to Prince Arſaces. 


AP He hour of my Death « near, my dear Arſaces, and to morrow mu#t be the day of my 
4 Funeral. 1 write theſe words, not ſo much to tell you this ill news, as to proteſt to you, that 
1 mill perſevere to my very Grave in my firft reſolution. T ake comfort in a ny sfortune you 
cannot divert, and be at leaſt aſſured, that if Berenice cannot be yours, you ſhall never have the 
diſcontent to ſee her live with Arſacomes, 

It is molt certain, that if my anger had not ſtrengthen'd me, I ſhould have fallen into 
dangeroas faintings-at the ſorrowfull reading of this Letter , and all the ſen(ibleneſs I had 
ever ſhored in-my moſt cruel afflitions, was a matter of nothing in compariſon of this 
laſt ; and indeed, I had never been ſo near to my Deitruction, nor had I ever had ſo great 
reaſon to fear my utmoſt misfortunes. They th# ſaw me then, ſaid I was ſo chang'd, 
that it was not poſſible to know me, and tirat I did ations ſo different from my ordinary 
carriage, as nothing but my Rage alone could have made excuſable. How ! ( cried I with 
a farious ation ) ſhall I live, and ſhall Berenice be in the Arms of Arſacomes ? Shall : 


ſtand idle at the-head of twenty thouſarid Men, while my Life is facrific'd within wa 
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walls ; and briefly, ſhall I ſuffer my adored Princeſs to be violently taken from me, and 
that unworthy Rival- co triumph over my happineſs, and over my reputation ? Ah? 
no Arſacome3,4y0' ſhalt not to ealily eftect ſo high an enterpriſe, I can tear away that 
ife, for all Ramparts , which I could have taken trom thee art the head of thy 
'Army ; and chis nuptial Torch, ſhall wirhour doubt be that which mutt light thee to thy 
Burial. No, King of Scytiia, cho ſhalt not have the ſatisfattion, to have 10 cruelly made 
an end of the remnants of miſerable Darjus , and that which thou haſt not been 3bke to 
do by Poiſon, by the Weapons of tity Guards, and by the Swords of ty Aflaſſinates, ſhall 
not be Executed by the Violence thou uſelt againtt Berenice. No, my dear Princes, 1'l 
not abandon you in the extremity you are brought to tor happy Arlaces ; I ſay happy, 
fince they that think they lavoar for his Ruine, labour for his Glory, and for his Fortane ; 
and that the conſtancy you ſhew in his favour, is a thouſand times more dear to him, 
than all the miſchiets which his Enemies prepare him cau be _— Fear nothing , 
virtuo.s Princeſs, while Arlaces is alive , and believe there are no Walls lo ſtrong, as to 
keep a deſperate Lover from coming to you. While 1 was ſpeaking theſe words, my 
Tent fill'd wich a good number of my chieteit Friends, and ot. the principal Officers of 
the Army, whom de:ire of hearing the news I had receiv'd, and that of the atfliction 
I expreſs'd, brought thither, The light of them comforted me very much, and not beins 

willing longer to deferr, demanding the lalt effect of their good will. Now it is ( ſaid 1 
my brave, and generous Frieads , that Arlaces challenges the accompliſhment of your 
promiſes ; be as buta minuce more to Live, anleſs lus Lite be prolong'd by your ati» 
{tance. All that you have done for me hitherto, is but a preparative to what I delire of 
you today ; and that which I delire of you to day, is of ſuch infinice conſequence, that if 
you will ſuffer me to calt my ſelf at your feet, and embrace your knees to obtain it, you 
ſhall ſee me abaſe my ſelf to all manner of ſubmiſſions to work upon you. Behold , 
(faidT, ſhewing them the Letters I had received, which Theodates began to read aloud ) 
behold to what eftate my affairs are reduc'd, and liow much time I bave left to make 
uſe of your friendſhip. You know I have geferr'd it as long as poſſibly I could, and that 
even contrary to your own counſel, I have conſerv'd a reſpect toward the King of 
Scyrhia, for the loſs whereof his cruelty would have diſpenc'd with me ſutficiently. Now 

all con(iderations are quench'd in the deſpair into which he has thrown me, and bei 
no longer in a condition to have any of my+ own ſafety, I mult at length caſt —_—_ 
thoſe that have till now imprudently with-held me. I would have faid more, if that com- 
pany of generous men had ſuftered me, and if they had not interrupted me altogether, 
cryivs that I ſhoald lead them whither I would , and that 1 ſhould preſently declare 
what I intended, with a perfect aflurance that it ſhould be executed, or that they would 
all periſh to the very laſt man. When I ſaw them in that courageons reſolution , .My 
dear Friends, ( ſaid1) fince you will have me uſe that rearm, to day Iwill aflaulc this 
Town, not that I delire the ruine of it, or that I would ſhed the blood of your Country- 
men, and of a people to which I neither can, nor will bear a hatred , but I will this day 
pull Berenice by meer force out of the hands of a cruel Father, and of an unworthy Huſ- 
oand, to whom they have deſtin'd her. For this purpoſe , I my (elf will fall on with 
three thouſand men, at this next Gate, and ———— our paſlage by the violence of 
our Ramms , I hope I ſhall make my way to the Palace for the execution of my enter- 
priſe, To make it the more fealible , you my gallant Friends, muſt begin the ſtorm in 
three other places, which ſhall be atſi2n'd ro three amoagtt you. You ſhall adyance 
with your Ramms, and preſent your Ladders ; but being I delire your aflaulc ſhould 
only ſerve to make a diverſion, and to draw the reliſtance thicher, to the end I may 
find the more facility on the otuer ide , you ſhall not-need to proſecute your atrempe 
more obſtinately than neceſſity will require to amaze the Enemy , noc deliring ( as I have 
told you )-to expoſe this City, where I have a great many very dear Friends, to the ut- 
moſt calamities and misfortunes which uſually accompany the taking of ow by 
force. Go therefore, if you pleaſe, to prepare, and pur all things in the readiueſs that 
will be needfull for this deſign , but1 conjure you, let it be done with all the haſte that can 
be pollible ; and (ince *ris upon it alone my Life depends, as you delire the Gods ſhonld 
favour you, take ſome care for the ſafety of him, whom you have judg'd worthy of your 
LI! friandſhip, 
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friendſhip. Leotaris with two- thouſand men ſhall attacque the Gate of the Ifſedons, 
Cleorettes with alike numoer that of Serey, Mazentes that of Mars, and Prince Theo- 
dates, if he pleaſe, ſhall itay at the head ot -our main body, which he fhgll draw up into 
Rattalia z and keep in a readineſs to re-inforce the aflault, where the | be need of 
his aſſiſtance. - Although this reſolution proceeded from my deſpair, yer neverthelef 
it was approv'd, aud all cheſe Valiant men ran t5 execute the Orders I had given them, 
with ſo much affection, that I conceiv'a a marvellous hope of the ſucceſs ot my enter- 
priſe. 1 will not detain you longer in the recital of our reparations, nor with that of the 
Riughts wherewith I was then tormented ; to- be briet, within two hours after the Sun 
was up, all tie Engines for Battery were ready, and all the Squadrons prepared to march 
againit the Town. They drew near to it in a gallant order, and divided tizemſelves accor-= 
dins to the quarters that were afſign'd them. They that ſaw them appear from the top 
of the Walls, tremgged at that object , and the King himſelf, who was told of it, judg'd 
quickly he ſho11d have other imployments chat day, than that of che Marriage, for which 
he. had appointed it. The three Commanders having taken the ways to their ſeveral 
places,fell on at the firſt entrenchments of the Town, and though they found them guarded 
with ſome mea, they afſanlted them ſo vigorouſly, that after a taint reliſtance, and a very 
ſmall loſs, they made themſelves malters of them ; and coming up to the Moat, began, 
at the mercy of a ſhowr of Arrows that pour'd upon them, to caſt in Bavins, and to 
endeavour to fill it up with an admirable refolation. They had been Fighting above half 
an hour , and the greateſt part of the Garriſon was run to the defence of thoſe Port 
when I at the head of my Battalion, making thoſe that had the conduR of the Engines to 
advance, ſet forward with a wondrous confidence, drawn from the looks of thoſe that 
accompanied.me , in which I read an unalterable reſolution to Conquer, or elſe to Dye for 
my intereſts. I confirm'd them in that generous deſign, by all the words my paſſion 
could put into my mouth , and finding ,them as forward as my felt, we advanc'd toward 
the Gate, -in a faſhion that froze the fearfull hearts of thoſe that were there to defend ir. 
I had. chaſen that Port as moſt convenient for my defign , and though ir was fortified 
with ſome-works that were reaſonable good, yet was it the weakelt of any about the 
Town , becauſe of the exceſſive hardneſs of a Rock in that place, into which it was im- 
pollible to cut a myat. Wherefore, after being Maſters of the out-works, one might ea- 
lily march on Horſe-back to the very<Garte , there being nothing to oppoſe the pallace of 
the Rams, nor of the Cavalry. I inſtantly ſummon'd the out-works by a Trumpet, and 
having let them know it was Arſaces that aflaulted them in Perſon , my good fortune 
had made that name fo terrible, that nothing but their fear of the King kept them in 
any manner of defence. But ſcarce had they ſeen me alight, with a good part of my men, 
to advance with our Swords towards their Entrenchments, when after having ſhot a few 
Arrows, which hardly Wounded any of our men , they retired in- diſorder toward the 
Gate. There they made ſome (light re{iſtance , but when they ſaw us get on Horſe-back 
again to fall upon them, and that inſtead of making our Ramms advance, we prepar'd 
our ſetves to break into the Town along with them , they quitted the Gates, and having 
ſhut them, left us free acceſs, without any other hindrance than that of their Arrows» 
which play:d upon us from the top of the Wall. They ſhot fo great a number of them, 
that our approach was very diſhcult, and dangerous , but I gave order to our Archers to 
aim at thoſe that appear'd upon the Battlements, and at the ſame time covering our 
ſelves'with our Shields, we drove our Ramms very impetuouſly againſt the Gate, A 
oreat many of our men fell in this aſſault, I had two Horſes kill'd under me, and moſt of 
T1oſe that made the Ramms play, whereof divers were without Arms, loſt their Lives in 
that ſervice. Yet thoſe that remain'd, perlifted ſo firmly in their Office, and I encourag'd 
them ſo well, keeping till at the head of them, that in Gighe of all reſiſtance, they came 
up to the Gates, batter'd them in pieces,and open'd us as large a paſlage as we.could delire, 
Then did I get again on Horſe-back the fourth time, and ruſhed on with my Sword in 
my hand into the middle of thoſe that defended the Entrance , in which action I was ſo 
bravely ſeconded, that within a ſhort time, part of my Enemies being (lain, and the reſt 
put to flight, I had free way into the ftreets, and began to enter them with facility 
enough. Some Souldiers that were either obſtinate, or intexeſled in Arſacomes his 
party, 
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arty, found their Death in the point of our Weapons ; but as ſoon as ever believ'd my. 
{elf Maſter, I by a Trumpet commanded the Inhabitauts to retire into their Houſes, pro- 
miling they ſhould receive no hurt, either in their goods, or perſons ; and at the ſame time 
gave order from one to another through all the Squadron that followed me, that none 
ſhould dare to kill either Citizens, or Souldiers, except thoſe who by their wilfull reli- 
ſtance drew their Death upon themſelves. By this command I ſav'd the Lives of many 
thouſands , who would have loſt them 1n the firſt fury of our Souldiers ; but yet the Town 
was in a general conſternation , and notwithſtanding all the endeavovrs that were uſed tg 
beoet an aſſurance in the Inhabitants, there was no pothbility to hinder the confuſed noiſe 
that was heard on all ſides, nor the cryes of the Women and Children, which relounded 
every where ina very lamentable manner. The King, who from one to another had heard 
that1 was Maſter of the Town , firacken with a mortal grief, aud fancying the miſ- 
chief to be greater than it was, becauſe he was conſcious, he had given me reaſon enough 
to caſt away all conlideration of him , had letr thoſe places whither the noiſe of the firtt 
afſaults had drawn him , and being follow'd by Arlacomes, Prince Carthaſis, 2nd many 
of his Men, had reſolv'd to Dye fighting, and nor fyrvive the ſhame, which a ſtranger 
alone, and abandoned, made him ſuffer in the middle of his Dominions., While he was 
comins toward me, I was advanc'd as far as the Palace, where I heard he had left the 
Princels g1arded ; and having open'd my way with my Sword, through them that trove 
to top it , I was got at laſt tothe Gates thereot; and ſeeing them defended by a great num- 
ber of Soaldiers, I lew in amongit them, and make my paſlage free, by the Death of 
thoſe that would have hindred it. When once had entred the Court, 7 alighted, and 
having commanded as many of them that were with me, as I had need of; to do the 
lixe ; 1 left the reſt at the Gate, with orders 'to ſtay there till my return, and went up the 
Rairs with my Sword in my hand, my Arms beſmear'd with Blood in many places, aud 
ina poſture that ſtruck fear intoall that were in my way : I met n0 obſtacle till Icame 
to the Princeſs's Lodgings, where they the King had lefr to Guard her, hoping for no 
pardon from him if they abandoned her, perlifted in a reliſtance which was fatal to them, 
and which made the greateſt part of them fall at the doors which they defended. Ar laft 
that of my Princeſs's chamber was open to ne, and as ſoon as I had ſet my footwithin 
it, I ſaw herin a corner of the Room, as much affrighted as if our delign had been a- 
ainſt her very Life. True it is,that ſuch a ſpeRacle, the Fighe that had been at her Cham- 
Eoateey, the Blood whereof ran all about, and the (ighr of a great thany Dead, and dying 
Souldiers, were ſufficient to beget a fear in her ; neither did I think ir any thing ſtrange, 
but judging that-I had no time to loſe in words , I only ſaid, Madam, you are free, 
nor ſhall this be the day that you ſhall marry Arſacomes. After theſe words, to which 
I neither receiv'd, nor expected any anſwer , I took herin my atms fainting, and al- 
moſt in a ſ\wound, and commanded Criton tro do the like to Cyllenia , chen going our 
again with that precious burthen, and no longer finding any hinderance that could retard 
me, I went down into the Court the ſame way thatl came up. In the mean time the 
Princeſs's ſpirits wete abſolutely gone, which I not perceiving, put her into the arms of 
one of my men, while I got on Horſe-back, and receiv'd her from him again, without 
obſervins it ; ſo much was I tranſported in! the condition I then ſaw tny felt, and fo ex- 
tremely taken up with the thought of what I had yet to do : Scarce was I out of the 
Palace gate , when I ſaw the King coming accompanied by Prince Carthalis, Ar- 
ſacomes, and many others, but their number was little able to diſpute the Vidtory againſt 
me. He had no ſooner known me, and ſeen the Princeſs his Daughter in my arms, 
but advancing before all his men, after he had often call'd me Traytor , he darted a _ 
Twelia at me, which he held in his right hand, and which came whizzing over my ſhoulder. 
{ trembled for fear of Berenice ;' but that was not able to rfiaks me loſe the reſpe&t 
I bore tothe King's perſon , wherefore having given my men a command only to defend 
thetaſelves, and to make the retreat after me : King of Scythia, ( crved I) I will neither 
have thy Life, nor thy City, but leave them both for my Princeſs. Arſacomes may live 
alſo, lince I cannot give him his Death without advantage, but he ſhall Live withour Be- 
rentce. At theſe words, calling to thoſe of my party to open and give me paſlage, I put 
on my Horſe in the midd'ſt of | cy coverin = Princeſs with my Shield, and crying t5 
| 2 my 
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my mea to follow me, ſince I had gotten what I delired. I returned to the Gate by which 
I came in, without any other difficulty, except the crowd of my own Souldiers, They all 
followed me out, and whether it were that they were glad to receive the command of 
ſparing their Coantry-men, or that realy tiey bore that reſpect to me, I conld not have 
wiſh'd a more exact obedience than they ſhew'd in that encounter. 1 was our of the 
Gate, and retiring toward our Camp wit a ſatisfaction which you may better [imagine 
than 1 expreſs, when I perceiv'd that my Princeſs was in a Swound, The knowledge 
thereof did extremely moderate my joy , and though 1 very well judg'd that it was bur 
a faiutneſs cauſed by her fear , out of which ſhe would ealily come to her (elf again, 
and that thereby I gain'd the liberty to ſteal favours that had never been granted me, 
yet could I not ſee her in that condition, without talling into a mortal ſorrow, and I rode 
back to my Tents with a countenance which did but lictle reſtifie the fortunate ſucceſs of 
my enterpriſe. In the mean time I had ſent to Leotaris, and the other Commanders, to 
draw off from their aflaults, and within a little while the Town was left free, and in the 
ſame condition it had been the day before. As ſoon as I was. come into my Tent, and had 
laid my Princeſs upon a Bed, I catt cold water often upon her tace, 1eat for Phylicians, 
and all Perſons that were able to give her any help, bit their athitance was not necel- 
ſary, for either the water or time brought her to her lelf again. No ſoouer did ſhe 
ber Eyes, but ſhe ſaw me by her upon my Knees, having my Lips faſt cimented to one 
of her fair hands : She look'd a while about the ch:amber,and preſeitly after having turn'd 
her Eyes upon my face, upon Theodates, and upon Cyllenia wiio ttood by her , ſhe knew 
the truth of that adventure, and (itting up, after ſhe had pull'd away ber hand from be- 
rween mine, Arſaces, ( ſaid ſhe ) what have you done ? I have done what you have 
reaſon to expect from -my affection, ( anſwered I) and I have drawa 7ou oat of the 
arms of that unworthy Husband they intended you : Yes, ſaid ( Berenice ) bur you have 
alſo pull'd me out of my Fathers. The Princeſs had no ſooner ſpoken theſe words, bur 
a chilneſs ran through all my Veins , and my aſtoniſhment was ſo <r<at, that not 
being able to make any reply, I only fix'd my Eyes upon her face. All they that were 
in the room obſerv'd my confulion , and the Princeſs making uſe of my iilence to pro- 
ceed : Arſaces, ( continued ſhe) lince you have ſatisfy'd.your Love, ſatisfie my Houour 
alſo ;- I am not offended at your aftion, but if you have lov'd me, I beſeech you in the 
name of all the Gods, to reſtore me my liberty. 1f her tirit words had aſtoniſhed me, 
theſe laſt pierc'd my very heart, and giving me that Senſe again, which her former ones 
had taken from me, they likewiſe gave me the {trength to expreſs it. How, Madam; 
( faid I )- do you demand your liberty of mezand are not you free? Are not you Soveraign 
amongſt us, whereas before you were a Captive, and a Priſoner in! that place from whence 
I have deliver'd you? *Tis true, ( added the Princeſs) 1 was a Captive, and I was un- 
fortunate , but that captivity, and thoſe misfortunes, were better becoming, and more 
advantageous to Berenice, than this liberty you have reſtor'd her, or this Empire you 
have given her over you , and if you will have me make avy uſe of it, it ſhall only be to - 
conjure you ro ſend me back to the King my Father. This diſcourſe abſolutely kill'd 
me, or at leaſt it left me a Life much worſe than Death ir ſelf, and gave me a delire to put 
an end to't before the eyes of that cruel Princeſs, What Madam, ( reply'd I, quite trant- 
ported) would you have me ſend you back to the King, and put you again into the 
wer of that Arſacomes, to whom you had ſo great an averlion, and who this day 
ſhould have been your Husband ? Has half a day been able to make ſo great a change in 
your mind, and do you how reje& Arſaces, to preferr that Arſacomes , whom yeſterday 
you hated worſe than Death ? Arſaces ( anſwered the Princeſs, with a more reſolute 
Voice than before) never was more dear to me, and Arſacomes never more odious than 
at this preſent ; and if you well remember the hopes I have given, you cannot accaſe me 
of a change, which neither half a day, no, nor my whole Life ever made me capable of. 
I promiſed you I would never love any body -but your ſelf; I promiſed you that I would 
marry Death rather than Arſacomes ; but I never made you hope, either by my Diſcovr- 
ſes, or by my Actions, that I would fly from my Father's arms to follow you , and that 
I would Licence my ſelf in favour of you, to do ſhamefull ations, and ſuch as are un- 
worthy of a Princeſs. I never demanded any proofs of your affeion ( intertupted I 
Whic 
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which the ſtricteſt ſeverity could condemn ; but what other remedy could I apply to fo 
preſſing an extremity , and what means had you to avoid chat misfortune, which you 
your ſelf had given me fotice of ? Death, ( replied the Princeſs) which ſhall ever be 
jeſs cruel to me than the ſhame you have prepar'd me ; and though I gave you notice of 
my -misfortune, 1 did not demand remedies of you , . Which - you could' not cive me, 
withqut ruining me : I only proteſted to you, that I would never- be but yours, andhat 
promiſe ſhall be inviolably performed. And which way- do- you keep -thar promiſe, 
( ſaid I, quite tranſported ) if you command me to reſtore you to Arſacomes-? . You ſhall 
107 reltore me to Arſacomes,' ( added the Princeſs) but only to the King my Father, 
whom my honour ſuffers me not to forſake without his conſenr'; and if the King give me 
ro Arſacomes, I by my Deathcan oppoſe his Tyranny without offending my Reputation. 
Ah ! Madam, ( cry'd I, fteppins back a little, and lifting up/ my hands and eyes to Hea- 
ven) I had rather leave you to Arſacomes, than leave you unto Death ; and if one of us 
mutt Dye, 'tis only this forſaken Arſaces , this Arſaces who no way bur by Dyins can 
jultifie the Cowardiſe that will reflect upon him for quitting you to his Rival, Yes, Ma- 
dam, I am ready to give you the crnel proofs of my ſubmiſſion which- you demand, 
and if you yet defire any others, you ſhall ſee me rumto them with the ſame relignation. 
Let's be gone ffortrhis place, which i5 more odious ro us both than the Priſon from whence 
I deliver'd you ; let's be gone from this place, 10 fatal tro your Reputation, and lince you 
find ſo mach ſhame, and ſo much misforcune in the company of Arſaces, Je:'s go again 
to the Kins of Scytuia, let's go and receive Arſacomes, I am ready to ſacrifice ry inte- 
reits, to ſacrifice my Life to the slory of that Rival, that I may ſerve Berenize to the ut- 
molt, as ungratefull, and as much chang'd as ſheis , andir' ſhall never be reproach'd to 
me, that either her ingratitnde, or her change, diſpenc'd me from the obedience I owe her. 
With theſe words I commanded a Chariot to be make ready, but though my griet, or ra- 
ther my deſpair was vilible in my face, and that my Princeſs was deeply touch'd with 
it, yet was ſhe not ſhaken in her reſolution ; only, ſhe let me ſee by her tears, thar ic 
was not without ſorrow ſhe parted from me , and having looke upon me a while without 
ſpeaking , You are ungratefull your ſelf, (ſaid ſhe) to accuſe her of ingratitude, and of 
change , who for all you are fo great, for all you are ſo worthy to be lov'd, loves you 
better than ſhe ought, li::ce ſhe loves you better than her quiet, and berrer rhan her Life ; 
The event perhaps will make my intentions - better known to you than they are, and you 
without doubt will learn, that though I prefer my duty before your ſatisfa&tion, T'l 
refer my Grave before 'any man in the world except Arſaces. In another ſeaſon this 
diſcourſe would have been ſafficient to content me ; bur in the preſſing extremity I 
was then reduc'd to, there was little probability I could be fatished with words ; 
neither did I forbear to 'teftifie enough by my a&ions how little effe& they had 
wron1ght upon me , and how firm a conſtancy ſoever I affeted, to ſhew her to my 
lateſt end that I made no difficulty to obey her ; 1 could not be maſter of thoſe im- 
petuous motions that drove me head-long into rage, and not being willing to ſay any 
more to Berenice, that could make her believe I waver'd in the execittion of her com- 
mands , I turned toward Theodates, and thoſe Gallant men that had ſeconded me 
ſo bravely. Ah-! my generous Companions, ( ſaid I, with tears in wy Eyes) how un- 
profitably have I employed your Valour , and how vainly have 1 engag'd you to 
ſhed the blood of your Country-men, and your own! You out of your extraordinary ge- 
nerolity, have link'd your ſelves for the (intereſt of a poor ſtranger ; You have march'd 
chearfully againſt your King, for the eſtabliſhment of my repoſe, and of my forcune ; Y6u 
have ſeen. the walls of the Metropolis of Scythia ; nay, you have made your ſelves Ma- 
ſters in a few moments of a City , the taking whereof by men leſs Valiant would have 
requir'd whole Years ; and briefly, by the effects of a prodigious courage, you have given 
me this Princeſs, for whoſe ſake alone I had accepted your atiftance : Bur, O Gods ! how 
little do I profit by all you have do..e for me? and how cruel, how fatal will the fruit of 
your Vitory be tome? Ah! how mich more happy hadI been to have fallen by the 
Sword of Arſacomes, or to have loſt my Life before the Gates of Ifſedon, than to give it 
up now to the inhumanity of Berenice! While I was lamenting on this manner, and drew 
tears of compaſſion from all that heard me, I ſaw the Chariot coming which I had given 
@raer 
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order for to carry back the Princeſs. That ſight redoubled my affliction , but ſtrug- 
lins ith my atmolt power to get the Mattery of it, 11 an occalion wherein I itood in need 
of all my fortitude, I drew near to Berenice, and offering her my hand with a forc'd con- 
ſtancy : Come, Madam, (ſaid 1) let's go back again tothe King your Father, itay no 
longer here in the Camp, and mn, the Tent of his Enemy ; all things are ready for your de- 

parture, and you are as free as you can delire, Berenice's tears which ſhe ſhed in grear 
abundance, would not ſuffer her to reply , but only "taking my hand, which I had pre- 
ſented her, ſhe went out of the Tent in ſuch a condition, as made me know it was not 
without a great deal of Relu&tance ſhe gave her ſelf up to the ſevere precepts of he 
duty : When ſhe was pouen into the Chariot, and Cylleuia with her, ſhe ſtrove to break 
the (ilence ſhe fo long had kept, and looking upon me with drowned Eyes, You ſhall 
quickly know, ( ſaid ſhe ). that withour inhumanity you cannot accuſe me, and that the 
ation you ſee me do, ought rather to draw pitty from. you, than choſe cruel reproaches 
you have uſed. Farewell Artaxerxes, ( purſued ſhe, forcing her modeity to embrace me) 
leave the care of my deltiny to me, and remember, that it Berenice live not for you, ſhe 


willnot live for her ſelf. With theſe words, after ſhe had expreſly commanded me nor. 


to ſtir out of my Tent , and togive her only a ſmall Convoy to the City-gate, ſhe 

- turn'd her Eyes from me, and bidding the Charioteer drive away, departed, and carried 

- with her all my joy, and all the hopes I had conceived. Theodates took the care to cor, 

du&t her, and fallowins at a little diltance, loſt not-light of the Chariot till it entred intothe 

- Gates. 

'. O Gods! Inwhata ſad condition did I retnain after ſhe was gone ? How full of ſor- 
row were my words, my aRions, and my thoughts,.-all my Friends endeavour'd but in 
vain to comfort me, and when I had endured their perſecutions a good while, 1 pray'd 
them toward the Evening to leave me alone ; and having perſwaded them to it with much 
ado, Ipaſs'd the ſmall remainder of that dayy and the night following, in torments that 
cannot poſſibly be conceiv'd ; All that the conlideration of the greatelt miſeries can pro- 

- duce in a heart, all the utmoſt cruelty, all the utmolt violence that can enter in a Man's 

- thonghts, was gentleneſs, and mildneſs, in reſpe& of what mine made me ſuffer, In 
the —_—_ they tended all tofury , and following the firlt motions of my anger, I let 
my ſelf be 1impetuouſly carried away by my palhous, Why do 1 complain ? { ſaid 1) 
why do I weakly ſhed tears like a Woman , lince I have the force, ſince I have the 
courage of a Man, and ſince I ſtill have arms in my hand, to make part of my miſeries 
fall -back upon the heads of my Enemies 2 Let's no longer deliberate upon a matter, 
which my juſt indignation ought to have reſolv'd ; and lince we muſt neceſlarily periſh, 
let us make whatſoever contributes to our ruine periſh with us : I have till the ſame For- 
ces, which this very day made me Maſter of this City , where my ingratefull Princefs, 
and my barbarons Enemies are ſhut up. The valour of my companions is not coold {ince 
morning , and I have courage enough my ſelf, to execute, in this higheſt pitch of d=ſpair, 
what I have executed once already in my more moderate reſentments ; 'Let's go there- 
fore, and employ both theirs and mine for my final Revenge , and tince we muit run to 
our Grave, let us make a ruined Palace, and a deſolate City our Monument ; Let us once 
more force our entrance into the Gates of this hated Town ; but let us uſe our Victory 
otherwiſe than we did before ; Let's waſh the ſtreets of it with Rivers of that Blood, for 
which we have undeſervedly been laviſh of our own ; Let's carry a thouſand Deaths (if it 
be capable to receive ſo many ) into the breaſt of unworthy and unthankfull Arſacomes : 

; Ler's ſacrifice that vitim to ingratefull Berenice, which is but too juſtly due unto my 
Love ; and to ſatisfie our ſelf by a compleat revenge, ina ſeaſon, when all reſpe&, and all 
paſs'd conſiderations ought to be extinguiſhed in us ; Let us bury the King of Scythia, 
I ay the King of Scythia himſelf in the ruines of his Capital City ; - Let us pour forth to 
our lawfull anger the blood of that barbarous King, who by ſo many unworthy means, 
*has ſought our deftraction ; and if Berenice be offended at that revenge, let us make her 
farisfaction' by employing our own hands to give her this Life, which ſhe for trivial 
ſcruples has ſo ungratefully abandoned ; Let's never ſtand conlidering in this delign, but 
xun to execute it without deferring any longer. Ir is not neceflary to itay till it be morn- 


mg, the night is much more proper for the execution I intend ; its gloomy horrour 1s far 
. more 
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more ſuitable to that of my afflicted foul , and the darkneſs of ic will ſerve to blind; 
that pity, Which mighr perchance ve cauſed by tlie tight ot diſmal objects. In this im- 

ty0115 torrent, which hurried me away, I ſtart up in my Bed, fully perſwaded, and ſa- 
fed inthe relolution I had taken ; I had nothing in my mouth, aud in my thoughts, 
but Death, Blood, Fire, and a!l-the moit dreadfull imaginations that can be fancied , and 
Lfound ſome ſweetneſs, and ſome comfort in the ſatisfaction I hop'd for. I was al- 
xeady opening my mouth, 'to call for tiofe that were neceſlary for the orders 1 meat to 
giVE, WILCN A MOTE gentle ſpicit than that of revenge, crept ileplibly into My heart, and 
moderated the violences of it with more ſucceſs than I expected. Ir ftirlt made me part- 
ly to abhorr the things I had relolv'd on, and then it endeavour'd to diflwade me trom 


them by all che reaſoos it could repreſent. By little and lictle, tenderneſs ſtole into the 


place of anger , and I felr my felt mollitied by Reflections that were too powerfull co be 
oppoſed. It is crue , ( faidT to my ſelf again) there is a neceſſity thou muſt; Dye, bur 
thou mutt Dye as thou halt Lived, and not ſuffer thy Deati to caft a ſcandal upon thy 
Love, nor upon thy former Actions. *Tis nothing bur thy Lite, and thine alone that's due 
to thy misfortunes, and the Gods do juſtly demand it of thee, (ince* thou halt ſhame- 
fully coaſerved it after the loſs of all thy Friends ; tlie people of Ifledon, this poor People, 
in whom tho't haſt found nothing but aftection toward thee, is tnnocent of thy miſeries ; 
nor canlt tho Sacritice it to thine indignation, without blatting thy fame with cruelty 
and in5ratitude. Arſacomes indeed is perhaps worthy of Death ; but Pau oughtelt to 
leave him a Life, which tho hatt ſav'd him more than once, to keep the slory of thy 
ations entire to the end of thine. The King of Scythia wonld deſtroy thee, but he's 
the Father of Berenice, and Oroondates ,z and if the Gods had givea thee-a thoaſand 
Lives, thou oughtett to loſe them all, rather than attempt any thing againtt his. Rather 
ask pardon of thy Mitſtriſs, and of thy Friend, for the cruel chought thou haſt had againſt 
the.r Father, and bluſh at chat paricidial delign, which renders thee the moſt criminal 
of all men living : No, (ded I, within a while after) 'tis not by violent ways that 
thou mult ſatisfie thy ſelr, Berenice difapproves them, and I ought no more to intereR 
her, nor hers in the effets of my deſpair. Let's Dye in ſuch a taſhion, as may be obli- 
ving to Berenice, and obligins to the King of Scythia ; ler's at the end of our Life take 
up that reſpect again, which we ſeemed to have loſt, and ler us order it fo, that my 
Miltriſs, and my Friend, may inthe laſt of my actions, find reparation for the diſcontents 
I have given their Father. This laſt thought drew me into a delign that was more pleaſing 
to me than all thoſe I before had fancied , and after having a little examin'd ir, I tixt upon 
it ſo firmly, that nothins was able to divert me. | 

The day bezinnins to appear, juſt as F had ſettled my reſolution, I got out of Bed, 
= _ for Paper, wrote theſe words , with an intent to make chem be deliver'd © 

Heodates, 


oe Arſaces to T heodates. 


r too dear, ard to2 generous Friend, one of the moſt ſenſible griefs that accompany me to 

my Grave, 1s that of parting with you for ever, after having engao'd you, and ſo many 
gallant Men after you, in a party deſtruttive to your repoſe, and to your fortyne ; neither in the 
reaſons I have here to Dye, (hon!d I have ever reſolv'd to forſake you, if 1 did not know that 1 
leave you in a condition, wherein you are able to make an advantageous Peace, beth for your 
ſelf, and for the reſt. T he King of Scythia, who demands nothing but the Death of Arſaces, 
and whom the Death of Arſaces ſhall have ſatisfied , will grant you all the conditions you could 
ark, and ſo long as you have Arms 1n your hands, you may make them your ſelves with all man- 
ner of ad vantage. | Pardon me the troubles, whereinto the muſeries of my Life have caſt you, 
0bt ain the ſame pardon for me of our futhfull Friends, ard love the memory of Arſaces , fince 
if be could have Liv'd, he would have Liv'd, that he mu oht have been always yours. 


a Left this Letter upon my Table, with a command to one of my Servants, to give it to 
heodates within two hours , and at the ſame time calling for my Arms, and a Horſe, 
I 
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I'got upon him, not ſuffering any body to go alons with me. I even refuſed the atten- 
d2ice of Criton ; and Leotarts, with.manty others, being come to the door of my Tent while 
I was taking Horſe , 1 oppoled the ofter they made to accompany me, and entreateg 
them ſo earnefily, to afford my ſorrow” an hours ſoltrarineſs , that not being able tg 
deny ir, they left me atliberty. I firit rook a little circuit, to hinder them from knowin 

what way 1 wenty and when was out Of their {1ght, I turn'd toward the neareſt Gate 
of the City 3 I quickly heard the outmolt Corps dy garde, and found Souldiers in thoſe 
places from whence I had driven them the dgy before : I delir'd thoſe that bad me ſtan, 
( putting up tae Beaver of my Head-piece but very little ) that they would carry me tothe 


King, to whom I had matter of conſequence to impart ; and they having led me to the - 


Gates, thoſe that were there upon che Guard, ſeeing but a (ingle man, made no diffculty 
to let him in. Having ask'd the firit I mer where the King was, he is at the Temple of 
Tellus, (aid they) where the greateſt part of the Court is aſſembled, and where the King 
intends this mornings to celebrate the Marriage of the Princeſs with Arſacomes : Scarce 
was I able to forbear diſcovering my ſelf at this anſwer ; but my Helmet cover'd the 
aeration of my Countenance, as it alſo diſguiſed my Voice ; nor was it thought trance, 
rliat paſſing for a man, who was come over trom the party of Arſaces, to give the Kits 
ſome intelligence , 1 ſhould keep my Beaver down, aud delire to be unknown 10 every 
body but the King himſelt, to whom they were leading me. I came to the Gates of that 
fatal Temple, where my Faneral was preparing ;- and taough one would have thought, 
that in the condition the Town then was, the people ſhould rather have been mannins the 
Walls,-thanin that Temple ; yet was the crowd fo great there, that if they that carried 
me had not 'employed the King's authority, I ſhould hardly have gotten paſlage. The 
King had not been long come to the Temple, and he was gone thither ſo early, for fear 
his intention ſhould be hindred by ſ-nie new accident. Neither the reſpe& I had ſhevn 
toward his Perſon, and towards his Town, which I had quitted ro him, after I had made 
1mmy ſelf Maſter of it, nor the laſt proof I had given him ig ſending back the Princeſ,, 
had been ſuſficient ro appeaſe him, or to arm him agaiuit the incitements of the Queen, 
and Arſacomes ; but knowing very well that I was in a condition to overthrow all his 
deligns, if he deferr'd them any tonger, he had a mind to haſten the only revenge he 
was able to take of me, for tear I ſhould prevent him; and ſhould a ſecond time deprive 
him of the means he had to effe& it. For this purpoſe, negleQing the defence of his 
City, .and truſting it to the hands of others, he gave hymſelf over wholly to his anger, and 
was much more eagerly fix upon his delire of puniſhing Arſaces, than upon that of pro- 
reing his People, and conſerving his Dominions. All the Princeſs's tears, and all her 
reliftance was but unprofitable ; ſhe had vainly begg'd of the King for ſome delay, and 
that Prince-abandon'd to his wrath without giving ear to her earneſt prayers, had cauſed 
her to be put into his Chariot, and had carried her himſelf to the Temple, whither Arſa- 
comes was gone before, with the Queen, and all thoſe of his party. As ſoon as ever the 
Prieſt had appear'd, the Princeſs. calting her ſelf at the King's feet, had proteſted that ſhe 
would rather Dye there, than'yreld the conſent that was demanded of her , ſhe had conju- 
red him by a flood of tears, to recede from his cruel determination, to have regard unto 
the laſt effects of her reſpe&, and duty, which had made her forſake Arſaces to put her 
ſelf again into his hands ; but her tears and prayers were all to no purpoſe , and when 
once ſhe had found that nothing in the world was able to mollifie him, the had turned 
toward Arſacomes, (who full of hopes, permitted the King to preſs her in his favour) ard 
looking upon him with Eyes euflamed with anger : Think not wicked man, ( had ſhe 
faid ) that this authority which thou unworthily abuſelt, can ever be able co change my 
inclinations ; wita what violence ſoever they are oppoſed, I will never look upon thee as 
other than my mortal Enemy , and thou well mayeſt make me ſuffer Death, but never 
make me to become thy Wife. Arſacomes left the care of anſwering theſe words unto the 
King, and he was going to do it with a ſharpneſs that made all the. company tremble 
for that poor Princeſs ; when I preſented my ſelf before him, and preventing the reply 
he was about to make : Stay, (cried 1 to him) ſtay King of Scyrhia, and be nor ſo halty 
to diſpatch a ſacrifice, whereof I am the principal victim. With theſe words I made an end 


r 
of opening my paſlage to him. , and calling my Helmet at his feer, diſcover'd the __ of 
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Arſaces to him, and to the whole aſlembly. I know not whether fear or amazement 
ſeiz'dGiclt upon the King ; the rememorance of.the day before coming preſently into his 
Mind, made him believe I had entred tze Town again in Arms, and that having forc'd 
the gates a ſecond time, I came now tor the laft to crofs his delign, and take revenge for 
all che injuries I had received. 1 read ins apprehenſion in his countenance, but 1 ſ\yFered 
him not long to continue init, tor looking upon him with an a&tion much more reſolute 
than his ; Sertle thy ſelf ( ſaid 1) and do not fear the light of a lingle man, and of a man 
whom all thy crueltes have not been able to make thine enemy ; I neither come with a 
wer, nor with an intentio! to take revenge tor ſo many unipeakable wrongs, I onely 
bring thee a head whici is neceſlary for thy perfect ſatisfaftion, and a head, which with 
Berenice thou ſhould'tt preſent to Arſacomes. Behold my arms, which I throw down 
at thy feet; ( purſued I, terting fall my Sword) and behold at laſt this Arſaces, to whom 
thou bear'lt io implacable a hatred, who comes both alone, and unarm'd, to expoſe him- 
ſelf ro all thy indignation, but as itis with no delign to hurt thee, ſo neither is it with 
any to appeaſe thee that he here preſents himſelf ; he demands no reparation for Iz, in-/ 
juries thou halt done him, nor does he pretend to any favour by thole thou haſt receiv'd 
from him, and he would be aſham'd to receive lite from chem, to whom he has been ac 
cuſtomed to give it. Poure forth all che effects of thine anger upon this Artaxerxes, the 
ſon of Darios, who with thine - own forces has aflaulted thy Walls, has forc'd thy 
Town, has pull'd thy Daughter out of thy arms, and has reduc'd thee thy ſelf, once 
more to be benholding co him for a Kingdome, and for a life which he hath ſo often pre- 
ſerved ; but ſpare Berenice, who is not guilty of Arlaces lis crimes. Revenge not foreign 
wrongs upon thine own blood, and fince it has no afhnity wich that of Darius, wreak 
upon tizat of Darius alone, whatſoever of greatelt cruelty thy rage can think. Arſaces 
has deſerv'd death, but Berenice has not deſerv'd the [= ——__ thou inflik't upon 
her, or if ſhe have deſerv'd it, *tis onely tor having forſaken me, and for having expoſed 
her ſelf anew to the mercy of her enemies. Let alone .the innocent - Berenice. then, and 
overwhelm the Criminal Arſaces; thou could'ft not delire mare facility for thif revenge, 
to which thou haſt run headlons by ſo many baſe and ſhameful wayes ;. and belides the 
conſervation of thy life and Kinsdome, thou halt yet this laſt obligation to me, that I 
my ſelf have deliver'd thee a perſon whoſe, ruine thou ſo often hatt in vain attempred, and 
that I have fav'd thee the labour of ſeeking out new | murtherers to give death to the 
greateſt of thine enet.ies. While I ſpoke on this manner, the whole aflembly liſen'd 
to my words, and with a marvellous attention expected what would be: the iſſue of that 
adventure. I will not tell you what Berenice's rhoughts were art this laſt expreſſion of 
my love, nor what were thoſe of Arſacomes, ſince they were the Kings that firſt manife- 
ited chemſelves. If he had been attoniſhgd at my ſight,- arid ar the beginning of my diſ- 
courſe, he was no leſs at the knowledge of my ſtrange reſolution; and he ſaw ſo little likeli- 
hood to hope, that commanding a potent Army, wherewith I was in a manner able to diſ- 
poſe of his deſtiny, I ſhould abandon all the means I had to fruſtrate what he had deter- 
min'd, to come and expoſe my ſelf alone to his mercy, that he could not ſuffer his belief 
to credit what he ſaw. Wherefore he remain'd a great while in doubt of the truth, but 
when he beheld me alone, without cask, without ſword, in the midit of a throng of his 
own followers, and that he heard no noiſe at all in the ſtreets, that could make him fear 
the coming of his enemies, he began at laſt to believe that my love had brought me to 
that reſolution, and that my deſpair,making me deſpiſe my life, had made me alſo negle& 
the means I had to preſerve it. This aflurance fertled ir {elf in his mind with joy, and 
his fear was no ſooner lull'd aſl:ep, but his anger was awaken'd again. The ſight of his 
enemy, and the fiercenels of his words, kindled his wrath atreſh with all its violence, and 
he had ſcarce had time to recover his firlt apprehenſions, when he open'd his mouth to 
give it vent, Yet wicked wretch ( cryed he) thou ſhalt dye, and tais falſe generolity: 
which thy deſpair hath inſpir'd inco thee, ſhall not ſave thee from my lawful fury. Yes, 
Iwill dye, (replyedI) and if I would not have dyed, 1 would have come with a power 
that might have defended me from thine. Boaſt not of an advantage which thou holdeit 
from no body bat my ſelf, nor threaten me with a death wherein thou onely ſerv'lt for 
the miniſter of my deſpair. Irather ſerve the juſtice of tlie Gods, ( anſwered Matheus } 
Mmmm and 
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and all Kinss who are intereſſed in my quarrel ; but wherher it be from the anger of hea- 
ven, or from chine own deſpair, that I have this occalion to revenge me of the#®, thou 
ſhalt not ſee me neslett it, nor for many conliderations, ſpare him that hath ſeduc'd my 
ſavjetts, and that led an Army of Re.els and Traitors againſt their Prince, into his 
City, into his Palaces, and even asainlt his own perſon, He had hardly ended theſe 
words, making (ign to his guard :o encompaſs me, and to hincer my getting out of the 
Temple, when the Princeſs, who till then had heard us without interruption, mov'd 
from the place where ſhe ſtood, and coming toward me with a countenance animated 
with an extraordinary confidence ; You ſhall not dye alone, Arlaces, (ſaid ſhe) and 
lince yo have been fo little fearful to aſflit me, in laviſhing a lite eliat was dearer to 
.me than my own, you alſo ſhall have the griefto ſee me run to a death which I owe to 
nothins but your deſpair. You ought to have expefted the event of whar I had reſol- 
ved rodo for yon, if I had been fo baſe as to have given my ſelf to Arlacomes, that 
baſeneſs wouald have been enough to have cured you, and if I had preferred death before 
him, you might have followed me to the grave, without the blame of having thrown 
meinto ir. By theſe words, and by my Princeſs's ation, ſo different from her humour, 
and from her uſual moderation, I knew the greatneſs of her afte&tion betrer than ever 1 
baddone before, and forgetting all thatT had taken ill from her, I gave up my ſelf again 
totally:ro my love. Ah! my deareſt Princeſs ( ſaid 1) what a thought is this of yours, 
and with what a reproach do you agsravate my ſorrows ? I defended my life as lorig a; 
I believ*d you car'd for it, and you know, that after the loſſes I have ſuffered, nothing 
could have made me think of its preſervation, but the opinion I had that it was nor 
indifferent to you, That was it that made me oppoſe the King your father's arms, which, 
after the ruine of my family, I ſhould have welcom'd into my breaſt ; that was it that 
ſet me at the head of an Army ; and in ſhort, that was it that has made me do many 
actions which could not have been expefted but from a perſon that had been much in 
tove with with his life. Yes, Madam, I did love it, while 1 flatter'd my ſelf with a con- 
cit that it was dear to you ; but whenI ſaw you help towards its deitruftion, by forſa- 
king me, to put your ſelf again into thoſe hands from which I had deliver'd you ; I belie- 
ved I ought to follow your inclinations, and not leave a thing in the world that might be an 
obſtacle to your repoſe. After my death you may live in a greater tranquility than you 
have done hitherto, and the Gods, to whom your vertue, to whom your perſon is dear, 
having afli&ed you till now, onely to puniſh me by the part I bore in all your ſufferings, 
will ceaſe to torment you any longer, when you no more can be infeted by the con- 

rioas afliftions of miſerable Arſaces. The Princeſs had not patience to let me go on 
with this diſcourſe, but haſtily interrupting me z ' Ceaſe to offend me (ſaid ſhe ) with yout 
reproaches, and do not accuſe me of a change, whereof all the conſideration in the world 
ſhall never make 'me'capable; "Tis true, I would needs come away from you, ro put my 
felfagain into my fathers hands, *tis an a&tion which I yet would do, and which I can- 
not repent of, but *ris not an aftion that ſhon{d make you believe you are leſs dear to 
me than you have been formerly. If I could have Rtaid with you with honour, 1 would 
not have left you, neither for Arſacomes, nor for a thouſand Empires : And in returning 
to my father, to whom the Gods and nature hath ſubmitted me, I did not uſe a lels vio- 
lence upon my ſelf than that you ſuffered, nor expoſe my ſelf to lighter diſcontents than 
yours ; if I had ceaſed to love you yeſterday, I would nothave begun again to day, and 
if 1 cold have diſpoſed my ſelf to live withont yon, I would not now diſpoſe my {elf to 
dye with you. You ſhall not dye, dear Princeſs, ( replyed I violently ) you ſhall not 
dye, nor can you confinue in that thought, without making my death terrible to me; 
yoit ſhall live for a better fortune than that you have yet met with, and if my death cauſe 
any ſorrow in you, as your goodneſs makes me hope it will ; time, the friendſhip of Prince 
Oroondates, whom the Gods will bring home to you again, and my ardent requeſt at 
this laſt minute of my life, will cure you of it. I will not pray you to live for Arſacomes, 
you deſerve a happier fortune, ' and you have too gallant a ſpirit to Rtoop to a perfor 
unworthy of you ;. Moreover, I believe my death will change the Kings intentions in favour 
of you, for purpoling ,to give you to Arſacomes, not ſo much with a deligh to make 
kim happy, as to make Arſaces miſerable ; he, by Arſaces his death, will loſe thoſe =_ 
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reſolutions, which he had taken againſt you, only out of his enmity co me ; he loves 
you, though he has hated me, and the end of his hatred toward me: will waken vis affe- 
&ion to yo again ; I would conjure thee to it, King of Scythia, ( contiuued I turning ro- 
wards him ) it I veliev'd rhe latett words of a Priace, who abandon'd all his intereſts to 
ſerve thee, who ſav'd thy Life with che peril of his own, who fought for thy Dominions, 
inſtead of defending thoſe he was Born to, and who torcompleat his ſervices, sluts thee 
evea at the price of his very Lite, in the greedineſs of thy latt deſires, were able to work 
any thing up0n thee. I upbraid thee not with*what 1 have done for thee, and thine, 
chongh it be conliderable enough to deſerve {ome place in thy remembrance ; All I coald 


 polſibly do, was due to the Father of Berenice, and* Oroondates , and the Gods are my 


witaefles, thart all thy ingratitudes have never been able to make me repent it , but by 
the memory I may well demand the repoſe of Berenice of thee. I was yetin a poſture 
to defend her againtt Arſacomes, it I would {longer have detended her againtt her Father, 
and ſhe her felt was in a condition to diſpoſe of her own aftettions, if ſhe had not pre- 
ferr'd her reſpect, and her obedience to thee, before her quier, nay, betore her Life it ſelf. 
If thou art born of Royal, or if thou art born but of noble Blood, all the incitements of 
generolity ſue to thee in her favour, and tell thee, that ſo pure a virtue, and ſoperfeR a 
relignation, ought to drive all the cruelty out of thy mind, that harbours in it againft this 
lovely Princeſs. While I ſpoke theſe words, I fixt my Eyes upon Matheus his face, 
where, by an unlook'd for effe I obſerv'd a very itrange alteration. . You have won- 
dred without doubt, how in the condition TI then was , we had the liberty of ſo long a 
converſation, withour being interrupted by the King's anger , who in probability ſhould 
fot have ſuffer'd ir with patience ; but you will wonder a great deal more, whea I ſhall 
tell you, that after having givea a peaceable audience to the Pcinceſs's words, and like- 
wiſe unto mine, he found things in them that were powerfull enough to ſtop the impe- 
tuouſneſs of his diſpleaſure. As ſoon as reaſon begaa to find ſome admittance into his 
thouzhts, it made him look upon all his ations, witi a difterent Eye from what he had 
done before. He admir'd the contempt I ſhew'd of Death, in ſeeing me expoſe my ſelf to 
it ſo vol ntarily , when I had ſo great a ſtrength to have ſecnred me from it. He confide- 
red my lait ations, wherein he found a reſpec, from which he thought I might lawfully 
enough have been exempted. He remembred, that having made my ſelf maſter of his 
City, by the right of Arms, I had left it free to him, and that having delired 0 other 
advantage by that happy ſucceſs, but che liberty Bf my Princeſs , I had ſent her back to 
him again the ſame day ; and if in what I ſaid he found ſomerching that was ſufficient to 
offend him , he attributed it to a greatneſs of courage, which he could not diſapprove. 
From this conlideration, he returned to that of my former ations, and recalling to mind 
all I had done for him , he met with nothing that Cid not move his heart to love, and ten- 
derneſs. He for a while relitted theſe new motions , bur in the end, he was neither of 
Braſs, nor Marble, as obdurate as he was , and though the interett of Stratonice, and Ar- 
ſacomes, who obſerved his irreſolution with mortal trances, with-held him for a few mo- 
ments ; yet was he fain at laſt to yield to compaſſion, and to remembrances, which he was 
not able to reliſt. The firſt token he ſhew'd of it, was a ligh follow'd by ſome tears, 
which all the aflembly ſaw run down his Cheeks , but preſently after he turned on the 
other (ide, either to hide his weakneſs, or to call back lus former reſolutions , but chere 
was no more room for them in his heart, and all his thoughts were ſo chang'd already; 
that he no longer had power, no, nor ſo much as an intention to defend himſelf O Gods ! 
(cried he) lifting up his hands and eyes to Heaven ; and ſtopping at thoſe words, he fix'd 
bis Eyes upon the ground, and kept (lence yet for ſome few moments; at laſt he roſe up 
from the Chair where he ſat, and lookins upon me with a countenance abſolutely molli- 
fied, or rather fall of confuſion ; Arſaces, ( faid he ) gums Arſaces, you are my Cons 
querour : Bur, O Gods! how onght I to hope you will uſe your ViRory? I was fo ſur- 
priſed. at this ſtrange alteration, that I was not able to reply, and within a little after, 
coming toward me with open arms : Might I hope ( continued he) that after ſach high 
provocations, and ſuch crimes as deſerve no pardon, Arſaces can have the goodnels tg 
forger them, and. that by the ſame generoſity which has overcome me, he for.the ſake 
of Berenice, and for the ſake of Oroondates, would reſtore me that friendſhip, which 
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oncel priz'dat fo high a rate, and which my cruelty has forfeited? Theſe words SiVINg 
me a full aflurance of his citange, did alſo diſperſe all the reſeatments I had againtt him: 
and not knowing in tbar ſudden revolution, how to find tearms capable to expreſs my 
tioughts , 1 contented my ſelt with declaring them by my actions, and to let the Kings 
ſee, by caſting my ſelf at his feet, that I ſhould ever receive the return of bis friengſhip 
a5 an invaluable favoar. Al ! ( purſued he', ſeeing me in thac poſture, and judging by 
my ation that I was readily diſpoſed toll he delir'd ) if it be true, that Arſaces parcons 
me the indionities I bave offer d him, 1 ſhall efteem that effect of his cenerolity above 
all the ret wherewith he hatk oblig'd.me : No, ( ſaid he, taking me in his arms, and em- 
bracing me with a very paſſionate gelture) Arſaces could not be Conquer'd but by him- 
ſelf , and in this Vitory which he winns over his juſt reſentments, he appears more 
reat and more glorious than in all thoſe others he hath obtain'd to our advantage, In 
ny molt sreat, and molt generous ot all Princes , you triumph over us all manner of 
ways ; but though you have reap'd ſmall fruit by all your tormer Victories, the prize of 
this laſt ſhall be a firmer affettion than thatI lov'd you with before, a purpoſe to ſhare 
my Dominions with you, or elſe to loſe them tor the recovery of yours ; and finally, Be- 
renice, the cauſe of our greatelt conteltations ; I will joyfully accept him for my Son, who 
was the Son of Darius,. and it the Father were yet alive, I would demand thac alliance 
of him, with an inviolable peace, as the moſt happy tortune that could befall me. The 
King had not the leiſure to proſecute his diſcourſe , for the noiſe which Stratonice, Arſz- 
comes, and thoſe of their party made at a Declaration that was ſo cruel to them, would 
not ſuffer him to continue it. The Queen with a tranſported action, ſteppins torward to- 
ward the Kings, and forgetting her modelty ar ſo ſenuible a blow ; What Sir, ( ſaid ſhe) 
will you take away Berenice from Arſacomes, to give her to the Son of Darins 2 The 
King to hinder her from ſaying more, replied, Madam, it is not without trouble that 
I am conſtrain'd to diſpleaſe you, I want not recompences tor Arſacomes ; bnt I cannot, 
without being the baſetit, and molt contemptible of all men living, diſpoſe of Berenice to 
any body but Artraxerxes. Artaxerxes cannot have her ( added Ariacomes) ſo long as 
f amalive; and I know too well what Kings owe unto their promiſe, to fear that, that 
which your Majeſty has given me, ſhould be violated in favour of him. That -which 
T promiſed yo, (replied the King) as an honour that was above you, is not capable to 
engage me , and having no right to _ toit, neither have you any to demand the ac- 
compliſhment of it. How great interelt ſoever'T had in this diſcourſe, I kept tilence out of 
modeſty, ſeeing that the King defended my party very well ; bur Arlacomes, whoſe grief 
tranſported him, loſt part of his reſpe&t, and without conl1derins that which he ow'd to 
the preſence of his King ; I ſhall know how to maintain my juſt pretenſions, ( ſaid he) 
both againſt Arſaces, and againſt all Men living : Berenice is mine, by a promiſe that 
cannot be revoked ; -nor ſhall ſhe be taken from me without effulion of Blood, All this 
while I bad continued filent, but then I thought I both might, and ought to reply : Ne.ther 
thou, nor I ( ſaid T) are worthy of Berenice ; bur if eitner of us may pretend to her, Ar- 
taxerxes both by Birth and Services has more risht than Arſacomes, Yet will not I 
abuſe the King's favour as thou haſt done, but though it declare on my behalf, I am ready 
ſtill to diſpute Berenice againlt thee with my Sword, Hitherto thou halt very ill defended 
her , and liaſt not been able to defend ſo much as thine own Life againſt me lingle, at the 
head of thy Army ; but if that trial thou haſt had of my Forces, makes thee believe they 
are too hard for thine, put on thine Arms,- and here I offer ro maintain my rights acairlt 
thee with my Sword alone. Arſacomes was going to reply, if the King had not prevented 
him ; I will be Mafter ( ſaid he) in my own Kingdome, and in my own Houſe, lince 
Arſaces, who was ſo by the right of War, is content to leave me my Authority. You 
are my Subject Arſacomes, and I have power to do otherwiſe with you, than with the 
Sonof Darius ; I command you therefore to obey me without murmuring , andI1en- 
rreat Prince Artaxerxes to leave me the diſpoling of my Daughter, without offering to 
diſpute her aSainlt you ; lince he alone is able to croſs the power 1 have over the <cy- 
thianz , I ſhall know well enough how to maintain.the promiſe I make him againlt all 
others. While the King was ſpeaking on this manner, all the people, in whoſe memory 
the affeion of Arſaces was not yet extinguiſhed , who in this reconciliation ſaw an _u- 
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of the War, and of thoſe miſeries they had icar'd , and who in my laſt ations had foind 
bow I had ſpared chem ; after a clapp1::3 of hands, which made the Temple rins, cried our 
aload , that it vas ro Arlaces ther Deiverer, and their Protector, thar their Princeſs 
ought to be given ; and this action, added to the King's words, |tirr'd up fo great a rage, 
and ſo much confution in Stratonice, aud Arſacomes , that after a treating miUrmur, 
they weat our of rae Temple ina very diftereat manner from their coming in, I will nor 
tell yo'l, iince that recital would be t00 long , WIT WHAt expretſions the Kins contirm'd 
the hope which he had given me, what thanks I retura'd him, nor what were the words 
and actions of Berenice ; all theie things paſled in tranſports of joy ; but in the height of 
all the King's endearments, I calt my feit once more at his teer; and after he had done his 
endeavour to ra:{e me up again, I proteited to him, that I never would ceaſe ro embrace 
his Knees, till he had granted me his pardon for Theodates, and for all the Officers and 
Souldiers of our Army. The King was incenfed againft them with a great deal of ſhew 
of reaſon , bur being he with repentance acknowledged his unworti:y uſage of me, he 
thoughe that to make reparation, he ought to retuſe me nothing ; and after having grant- 
ed me the parcon I requeſted for them , he would needs have Prince Carthalis his Bro- 
ther to go preſently, and carry them the news. I was very. forward to accompany him 
in that action , and getting on Horſe-back with him, we were followed by a great number 
of the Inhavicants, who went thronging with us ro the Camp. As the gziet of Theoda- 
tes,and of my other Friends had been great at the reading ot my Lettec, their atoniſhment 
was not leſs when they ſaw me come in ſuch an unexpected manner ; they were already 
getting 02 Horſe-back to ſees me every where , bur when they ſaw their tears ſo happfly 
ended, they tell from one extremity to another, and by the exceſs of their conteatment, 
reſtified that of their friendſhip toward me. Prince Carthlalis having declar'd the King's 
pardon to them, and told them in a few words thetruth of that advearure ; after they had 
admir'd my reſolution, and the ſtrange event of it, they left the Camp, and upon the 
Princes word weat along with us into the Town, where they calt themſelves at the King's 
feet. The King receiv'd them very handſomely, and inſtead of condemning Theodates, 
havins praiſed his affection to me, he promiſed him he would conſerve no remembrance 
of it, but to eſteem him the more, and to tie relt confhirm'd the pardon he had granted 
them. I was ſectled again in the Palace, in my former Lodgings, and in the Court, I will 
not ſay in my former condition , but in another much more glorious, and much more 
conliderable. To the remembrance of Arſaces ſervices, wss added rhat of Artaxerxes 
birth ; and to both, tie conlideration of the credit I had among the Souldiery, and of what 
I could do as a Friend, and as an Enemy. The Queen being prefled-with diſcontent, 
came not to the King, and Arſacomes keeping retir'd 12 his Lodging vented his in threat- 
nings; which were told the King ; but he who was unwilling to ruine oae whom he had 
lov'd ſa well, and to whom he had given ſuch lofty hopes, ſent for him two days after, 
and ſpoke to him in theſe tearms. Althongh I am not oblig'd, Arſacomes, to juitifie my 
ations toward you , yet am I willing to let you ſee that it is not ont of inconftancy I 
take Berenice from you ; ſhe is but too juſtly due unto Arſaces, and I have but too obſti- 
nately reliſted to do what I ought to have done ſooner ; 1, in your favor, have done 
things that will for ever diſhonour my memory ; you ſhould bluſh at them tor me, if 
you lov'd my reputation ; and believe as I do, that the greatett reparations I can make 
to Prince Artaxerxes are not able to blot out the remembrance of my cruelties. More- 
over, in yielding Berenice to him, you yield her but to the Son of Darius, the grea'eſt of 
all the Monarchs in the World , and bur to him, whom belides the general obligations, 
you are particularly oblig'd to for your Life. .If the Gods had given me another Daughter, 
I proteſt I would not diſdain you for my Son-in-law, although you are my Subject ; 
and it you can be ſatisfied with my good will, 1'1 keep you always near me in the ſame 
condition you have been, 1'l recompenſe the loſs of your hopes with new preferments, 
and with new disnities ; and except Berenice, there ſhall be nothing in my Kingdome 
you may not pretend to. And except Berenice ( interrupted audacious Arfacomes ) 
there is nothing in your Kingdome which I do not diſdain ; if a King fails of his pro- 
miſe to»me, I ſhall neither fail of Courage, nor of Friends, to diſpute it to the lalt mo- 
ment of my Life. Thou oughteſt they ( reply'd the King, exaſperated by that —_— ro 
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have diſp.ited it when tho1 wert at the head of an Army, where Arfaces all alone took 
from thee all the Rights thou hadlt to ir, and had alſo taken away thy Lite with them, if 
he had not been too generous to make his glory give place to his intereſts, Thou oughteſt 
to have defended her here within our Walls, whence Arlſaces carried her even before thy 
face, tho1not attempting any thing to hinder him ; and though my promiſe had engag'd 
me toward thee, thou knoweſtI loit rhe-diſpoling of Berenice, from the time ſhe ceas'd to 
be within my power ; thou ſhouldeſt have fercit her again out of the hands of thy Rival, 
at the hazard of thy Life, if thou wouldelt have been worthy of her, and not have Raid 
till he reitor'd her into thine Arms himſelf ; if thou hadit had the leaſt ſenſe of honour 
left in thee, thou wouldſt not ſo ſhamefully have been beholding rothine Enemy for her ; 
and though I were not at all oblig'd. to Arſaces, I ſhould not be juſt, if I gave Berenice to 
thee, after thou hadit ſopoorly diſputed her. Arſacomes confounded, and ftung with 
theſe reproacies, ſtood a great while before he could -find an anſwer ; but in the end, he 
besan to reply, and loling all the reſpect he had yer remaining, flew out into ſuch irreve. 
rent ſpeeches, thac the K1gg being extreamly incens'd ; after he had proteſted, that nothing 
but the Q1eeas conlideration hindred him from chaſtiling his infolency, commanded him 
to 5er ont of 11s preſence, and never to appear before him any more. Arlacomes with- 
drew in a deſperate rage, and wich ſuch threats as would have been puniſhed with Death, 
in any other bouy but the Queens Brother. 
Prince Oroondates, who had hearkned to Arſaces his laſt adventures, with a comnte- 
nance that ſufficiently expreſs'd how much he was concern'd in them, broke (ilence then, 
and with an action like that of a perſon, who coming our of a long and dangerous perple- 
xity, begins to recover a little breath ; Ah ! Brother, (ſaid he) how you have made me 
ſuffer, and how you have eas'd me now, by letting me know my Fathers repentance , ſince 
nothins could have comforted me, if he had not in ſome degree repair'd his ingratitude, 
But how is it poſſible, that the fame of theſe wonders you have told us, ſhould never have 
come to 0ar ears before ; and that I have been ignorant of ſuch memorable events, and 
wherein I had ſo grear an intereſt ? The diſtance of places, (reply'd Arſaces) and the little 
time lince they came to paſs, have without doubt kept them from your knowledge. By 
what I can judge, they happen'd during your Sickneſs at Suſa , and lince that time few 
perſons can have travell'd into Scyrhia, and few Scythiaus are come inth theſe Coun- 
tries. In the interim (continued Arſaces) Iwas inthe height of my felicities ; the King 
by all manner of kindneſles endeavour'd to make me loſe the remembrance of his harſher 
uſage ; I ſaw my Princeſs with all.the freedome I could delire ; I could not doubt of her 
affection, after the important proofs I had receiv'd of it ; and if we had not waited for the 
news of Prince Oroondates, whoſe preſence was neceſlary-to compleat my fortune , 1, ac- 
cording to the wiſhes of the whole Court, had obtain'd the King's conſent for the entire 
poſſeſſion of my Princeſs. Yes, Brother, 'twas nothing but your abſence alone that re- 
rarded oar Matriage ; and how patlionate, and how impatient ſoever I was, my love to 
you perſwaded me ealily to expect your return, and to approve with a great deal of fa- 
tisfattion , that reſpect of Berenice's, and that teſtimony of the King's conſideration of 
you. WhenlI was happy in what concern'd my love, the memory of my honour waken'd 
in me 4Sain, andI juds'd, that all I had done could not ſerve my reputation , while I ſuf- 
fer'd Alexander to reign peaceably over thoſe Countreys which he had uſurped from us by 
the Death of the Kings my Father, and by the loſs of ſome of my Friends, This remem- 
brance brought part back of that ſadneſs into my heart, which my preſent happineſs 
ſeem'd to have baniſht thence ; and thoagh I found ſome conſolation in the hope of do- 
ins ſomething toward the recovery of my glory, and of my Fathers dominions, the necel- . 
ſity of parting with Berenice began to afflict me very ſenſibly ; yer did I paſs over all that 
my Love repreſented contrary to my glory, and having caſt my ſelf at the King's feet, Sir 
(faid TI) after the honour your Majeſty has done me, to accept me far your Son, you ſhould 
not ſuffer me to live unworthy of that quality , and ſince the recovery of thoſe Dominions - 
I have loſt, is linkt to thagof my reputation, you are roo much concern'd in both, to refuſe. 
me the afſiltance I delire of you. Alexander has triumpht over my Father's Empire, and 
his Life, and Reigns quietly over thoſe Territories which heretofore was his, Without 
your help, Sir, I can neither revenge the Death of my Friends, nor riſe to the Three = 
rede- 
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predec-eſſours, and if your Majeſty refuſe it me, the Princeſs your Daugiter muſt be the 
wite of a private man, and of a man dilpoſled of his inheritance, be pleaſed to rant me, 
Sir, for the aigue!t effect of gencrolity, ſome part of thoſe valiant Scythians, who have 
thous; ht me wortiuy 0: taeir friendſhip, By their courage I, hope to repair my ſhame, and 
to re(.0quer my dominions. Toat dettroyer of our Hoaſe, 1s an enemy to all Kingos in oe- 
neral, he already has invaded your frontiers, and will without doubt come into the kow- 
els of your Kinsdom, it we carry not the war to him, into thoſe Countreys whereof he is 
yet but ill aflur'd : I ſaid ſome .other taings to the King, which he heard with patieice, 
and 4.nſwer'd wit a grear deal ot kindne{s. Doubt nor ſon, ( faid he ) bur that your inte- 
reits ſhall henceforth} be mine own, nor but that I will contribute with my uemolt powers, 
and ven witi mine own perſon, to the recovery of your Empire, not to make Berenice”; 
condition more advantageons by the luttre of a Crown, I eſteem your perſon above all 

rea.cnefles, and I know well enough you weara ſword, that can both maintain and co Ker 

myires ; but becauſe I judge, as you do, that your glory is intereited in your defizn, 1! 
arm the whole power of Scythia for you, and will ſet you at the head of a huadred thouſand 
nen, who, having ſuch a Leader, will think nothing difhculc, but hew you out a way to the 
rezaining of the Throne you have lott ; yer I deire we may ftay rill we either ſee, or hear 
ſome news of Oroondates; Imean that he ſhall march alons with you, that friend, whom 
you ſo. highly have oblig'd, and whoſe company is not to be deſpis'd ; and while we expet 
him, order ſhall te given to make Levies tor tae ſetting of this Army on foot: Thoſe I 
was railing againſt you, and the Troops yo now commanded, ſhall make a part of them, 
and the reit ſhall be ready againſt my ſons recurn, or within the time we will limit for that 
expetation, I was ſoextremly ſatished at the Kings anſwer, tlat I could not difſemble m 
contentmeur, and to render it abſolutely compleat, the Kins proteited, he would not ſuf- 
fer me to go from Ifledon before I had Married Bereaice, Thar fair Princeſs was afflicted 
at my reſolution ; but being Miſtreſs of a great deal of reaſon, ſhe yielded co the necellity 
of my affairs, and toa thing for which ſhe had ever prepared. Bt alas ! how little 
time had we to entertain one another, and how ſhort were my joyes, though my griefs had 
been of long continuance? 

I was in bed, when ſome hours before day, I heard a confuſed noife about the Palace - 
and an infinite number of cryes, which were enough to waken the ſoundelt leepers. I 
leap'd into the floor, and running to a window, ſaw a great maty torches, and heard the 
voice of many perſons, who cry'd that the Princeſs was carri'd away. At this news, I was 
very near falling into a {wound, but I ſtrove to keep all my force; in tlie need I had of 
them for ſuch an occalion, and preſently after Criton came into my chamber + Sir, ( ſaid 
be) the Princeſs is carried away. The grief he felt for my misfortune, would not ſuffer 
kim to ſay more, and I was fo ftrucken, that I had not the power to ger out one word. I 
threw on a few clorhes, and ran haſtily to Bereaice's lodgings, where I found Taneomiris 
with Cyllenia, and other Maids, who by their cryes redoabled the rage wherewith I was 
tranſported, aid told me,with interrupted words, how the Princeſs had been pull'd by force 
out of her chamber, by ſeven oreight arm'd men, and that thofe raviſhers had carri'd 
ber away by the back ſtairs into the garden, and ſ0 oat at a hole they had broken through 
the wall. I ran inſtantly to rhoſe ſtairs, where I found two men dead, who were known 
to be grooms of her chamber, and going down, I faw the hole in the garden wall, through 
which my cruel enemies came'in, and had got out again. Not knowins what way, nor 
what advice to take, I went up again to the Kings quarter, where I foand him'bux ed in 
anextraordinary ſorrow ; I had butfew words with him, and thoſe fo confuſedly put toge- 
ther, that it was ealie by them to know the diſorder of my heatr; while he was ſending out 
Meſſengers every way, I put on my arms in his preſence, and taking a haſty leave of him, 
got on horſeback,with a great many Courtiers, who ran thronging to accompany me. We 
fode out of the City, «at the neareſt gate, and not being able to jidge by any conjecture 


. What way thoſe Raviſhers had taken, we wandred aboar all the reſt of r1e n'ghrt without 


knowing whether we went, and at break of day, found our ſclves at a little Town, ſome 
oor tree hundred furlongs from Iffedon. There we could hear no news in_the wotld, 
and having taken another way, and after that a great many ſeveral ones, we could meet 


with no body that could tell us any thing of what we ſoxghr. I paſs'd that night — a 
: . village 
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village for hundred furlonss from Ifſedon, and the next morning we bezan our ſearch 
again with the'ſame diligence, and with the ſame tuccels. We ſpent three dayes more in 
it, not leaving any Town, Burrough, Village, Houſc, or Wood, within a thouſand iurlongs 
of the City, where we had not been to ſeek her, at the end of which, I return'd to the 
Kins, to ſee if thoſe he had ſent ot oti1er wayes had had any better fortune ; but I found 
their pains and care had been to as little purpole as ours. We doubted not but that it was 
Arſacomes who had itoln away the Princeſs, he had left the Court a week before, and 
lince that time there had teen no news of him. The Kins, poſleſs'd with that belief, as well 
as I, made ſharp complaints unto che Queen, and after having proteſted to her, rhat he 
would uſe his utmoſt power to the ruine and deſtruction of her Brother, he promiſed her 
kewiſe, that if by her perſwalions he would return to his obedience, and reſtore the 
Princeſs, he wold grant him pardon for her ſake ; but the Queen, whether it were thar 
ſhe was wilfally bent to favour her Brothers action, or that indeed ſhe was ignorant-of 
it, calt her ſelf at the Kings feet, and proteited her innocence with ſo many tears, that he 
ceas'd to prels her any further ; yet he thought good I ſhould take two thouſand horſe, 
and $9 at the head of them, to ſearch Arſacomes his houſes, and gave order for a greater 
ſtrength to follow me, in caſe we ſhould find him in a poſture of reliftance. I ſer forward in 
this equipage, and, to ſhorten my diſcourſe, wet to all thoſe places whither it was thought 
Arſacomes could retire, bur there was no news to be heard either of- Berenice or of him, 
and we were inform'd with an unqueitionable certainty, that he had not been ſeen in thoſe 
parts of many years. How great {oever the rage that tranſported me was, I could not 
reſolve to pour it forth upon thoſe chat were under his obedience, or ruine a people that * 
was innoceat of their Princes crime. Then it was that I ſaw my ſelf abandon'd to my dg- 
ſpair, and thar I was often upon the point of ſeeking an end of my misfortunes in the end 
of my life. I was going to fix on that reſolution, when happening to be near the gate of 
a Temple dedicated to Juno, famons for Oracle, which they came to co:ſult from all 
parts of Europe, I determined firſt to try it V could find any pitty from the Gods. 
They expreſs'd themſelves to me clearly enoughs and though I do not remember the words 
of the Oracle, I have not forgot, that the Goddeſs, by the mouth of her Prieſt, commanded 
me to ſeek ot of Scythia for that which I had loſt, and to vilit the walls of Semiramis, 
where I ſhould find anend of all my pains. I was the more willing to obey the pleaſure of 
the Gods, becauſe my hopes were lott all other wayes ; and whether it were that they pro- 
mis'd me the recovery of Bereaice, or that it was by the ead of my dayes they made me 
hope for that of my miſeries, I reſolv'd to give my ſelf up wholly co their will. My de- 
fign of marching into my fathers Territories with che forces the King of Scythia had pro- 
mis'd me, tofight with Alexander for the Empire, and the glory he had taken from me, 
vaniſh'd quite 0ur of my mind, and I was then call'd by a more powerful motive to at- 
rempt the recovery of Berenice, than that of my loit Dominions ; *twas alſo at that time 
IT heard that Alexander had married the Princeſs Statira, my Siſter, that he had given 
Pariſatis to his favourite Hzpheſtion, and that he carried himſelf toward the remnants of 
Darins his blood with the ſame affection as to his own. This news afflicted mevery much, 
for many conliderations ; it troubled me to know it was my fifter; Husband againſt 
whom I was to prepare my ſelf for war, aſſ50n as I ſhould be in a condition ro enter- 
tain ſach thoughts ; but I judg'd, with a far more ſenlible grief, that my dear Brother's 
hopes were utterly extinguiſh'd, and that if he had {till preſerv*d his affe&tions to Stt- 
tira, he, in hex Marriaze, could find no leſs matter of aſflition, than what I felr for the 
loſs of Berenice. I ſhould longer have reaſon'd with my ſelf upon that ſad occalion, if 1 
had not been too much taken up with my own misfortunes ; but being reſolv'd upon the 
voyage :the Gods had ordain'd me, I meant to make it without any train, that could 
make me be obſerv'd in thoſe places where I paſt, and to that end I took leave of all thoſe 
that were come alos with me from Ifledon, keeping no body with me but Criton, and 
two other neceſlary ſervants, I even refus'd the Company of my dear Theodates, But 
it was not without an extream violence that I perſwaded him to leave me, and 1 ſhould 
never have won him to it, if I had not made him ſee that his ttay in Scythia was abſo- 
lately neceſſary for me, both to make the greater care be taken in the ſearch of Berenice, 
and to keep me right in the Kings opinion, which might perchance be alter'd __ my 

ablence 


v 
LL 


Paxr IV,Þ0 CASSANDRA. 849 
abſence by Stratonices ſolicitations , whereby he might in time be dravm to approve of 
her Brothers ation. Theodates lent an ear at laſt to this contideration, which in effect 
was {trong enough toſtay him ; but though he could not yield to that ſeparation withs 
out rears, and. lamentations which I cantiot expreſs , in the end we parted, after he had 
mis'd to make my excuſes to tie King, that 1-came not to take my leave of him, and 
totell him, thac lince he had done me the honour to give me Berenice, I would either 
bring her home.to him again, or Dye in quelt of her. From the place where I left Theo-. 
dates, I travell'd dire&tly roward Mount Imaus, which divides the wo Scythia's , and 
having crols'd through the Aliatique, and the Countrey of the Maſlagetes, I came into 
Bafria, and entred upon the Territories that had been the King my Fathers, 1 paſs'd 
unknown through all choſe places, where I found many marks ot the Diſaſters of our Fa- 
mily , and though my love was ſilhcgat to Pofleſs me totally, yet could I not without 
. a great deal of trouble, ſee thoſe people that had been our Subjefts, yield obedience 
aceably tro new Matters, Theſe objects preſenting themſelves daily to my Eyes, often 
drew lighs from me , which ſeconded thoſe my paſſions forc'd more violently from the 
bottom of my heart. In ſhort, I continued all that journey in fo deep a ſadneſs, that 
if the conſolations I receiv'd from Criton, whoſe fidelity is beyond all recompence, had 
not in ſome degree allay'd my forrow , I think I ſhould have ſunk under the burthen of 
it, before I could have reach'd the Countrey the Oracle had appointed me. In the end, 
I arriv'd there without any encounter worthy to be related , and at my arrival -I heard of 
the Death of Alexauder, who nad pay'd the debt of nature a few days before. 1 know 
not how to tell yo1 the ſeveral ettects this news wrought in me, I was glad for my dear 
Brothers ſake, who thereby recover'd the hopes he had loſt in Statira's marriage ; bur 
I was ſorry in mine own particular, being thereby depriv'd of thoſe I had Conceiv'd , of 
regaining my honour from him that had taken it from me. And though it ſeem'l to fa- 
cilitate the recovery of my Empire, it gave Alexander the advantage of having kept it 
all his Life, and of having been the Conquerour and the Maſter till his Y anare I chen 
thought upon the condition of my Siſters, and was joy'd with a hope of coming to the 
place where they were, of ſeeing them, and perhaps of doing them ſome ſervice in that 
eltate, to which ſo great revolution of their fortune might have reduc'd them, Although 
the alceration of my face in ſo long an: abſence, and the general opinion of my being 
Dead, might have pat me out of all fear of being exfify dilcovered , I would not hazard 
my Life however, knowing that in Babylon-I ſhould find - perſons from whom time had 
not taken away all remembrance of my features, and therefore as ſoon as I was come into 
this Countrey, I retir'd to the Houſe of a.goo0d: honeſt Man, ſome three or four hundred 
furlongs from this place, whom I by gifts in greſent, and by the hopes of more, engaged 
at firſt to as much affeRion and ſecrecy as 1 could delire, The next mornings, Knowing 
\ Twas near the Temple of Apollo, which I had formerly.-vifited, I had a dehire to con- 
ſult the pleaſure of that God, and implore his afliftance. There it was I met with Prince 
Lyimachus , and that by his gracefull faſhion, and ris charmins converſation, I began 
to vive him that eſteem, and that.affetion, which the recital of his gallant ations hath 
lice compleated. . You doubtleſs have heard from him rhe diſcourſe we had together, 
and the words of the Oracle that was deliver'd to us; I thought them ſo obſcure, that I 
could not comprehead any thing of their;meaning , and only. found by the laſt of them 
that the Gods would have me wait their pleaſure upon the = of Euphrates. That 'can- 
formity with my former Oracle did a little azgment thoſe faint hopes I had conceived, 
and made me in effe& reſolve toexpett my deltiny a while upon the banks of that River. 
The houſe I had taken for niy retreat was ſeated near it, well enough Built, and Furniſh'd, 
'to make ſome ſtay there without inconyehigncy , and far ,enough from the High-ways, 
not to be frequented with any company. The Malter-of 'it, proffer'd with a greac deal 
of freedome to do me all the ſervice that lay n Yis r., and finding him to be a 
diſcreet, underſtanding Man, I reſolv'd to make uſe of him, to try if I could learn any 
news of Berenice. For this purpoſe, having given him dire&tions and addreſfles to inforta 
himſelf of whac1deſir'd, I ſent him to the City ; but, OGods ! how ſorrowfull was the 
news he brought me home ; (ince by him I heard the rumour-that was ſpread in Babylon, 
of the Death of the Princeſſes my Silters, Tha was ſo-hegavy anaddition to my piety 
| nnn #7 


5# 
OS an © - 
F 


648 CASSANDRA, Parr IV, 
that it was like td have preſſed me down into my Grave , and though I ſtrove to difſen;- 
ble it as well as I was able, I could not poſſibly hinder my Land-lord from perceiving 
that I was infinitely troubled at that news. I made the dolefulleſt Lamentacions in the 
world, when I was at liberty to utter them, and accuſed my ſelf of meanneſs. of ſpirit for 


having given my whole Life up to my love, inſtead of beſtowing part of ic on the relief 
I ow'd to thoſe poor Princefles. I vented a thouſand threats, and made a thouſand de. 


figns againlt their Maurtherers,and was yet in the violence of theſe thoughts, having hardly - 


dried up my firſt tears when I met the Valiant Lylimachus a ſecond time by the River 
fide. He without doubt has told you the diſcourſe that paſſed between us , and how 
( juſt as I was going to ask his Name, after I had told him that mine was Arſaces ) it 
was interrupted by a Cavalier, who pug near us enquir'd the way to Babylon. It is 

very true, ( ſaid Lylimachus then to Arſaces) the gwing of that ſtranger depriv'd me of 
' your company, after it had cauſed in me an eſteem, or rather an admiration of you ; which 
all I could ſay, was not able to repreſent to Prince Oroondates, when I made him the 
relation of that encounter. That Cavalier, ( continued Arſaces) who paſſed fo ſuddenly 
by us, was Arſacomes. You may ealily jadge by what TI have told you, that his image 
was always preſent enough to my remembrance, not to need any long time to know 
him , and that his ſight produced in me atthe very firſt, all thoſe effe&ts it was probable 
it ſhould. The knowledge thereof oblig'd Lylimachus to pardon me the rudeneſs of my 
haſty departure , which would not ſuffer me to pay all the civilizies that were due to him, 
] ran ſo ſwiftly after Arſacomes, that though he was already a _ way of, I began to 
fee him again when we were out of the Wood ; that ſecond light did ſo animate me, that 
my impatience doubled my Horſes ſpeed , and at [att I got near enough to my Enemy, to 
- make him heaPry voice : Stay, (cried I) tay Arſacemes ; theſe words which he heard, 
after I had often repeated them, cauſed him in the end to take up a little, and looking 
back to ſee who it was that called him-by-his name, he beheld me with my Sword drawn, 
coming at himas hard as ever I could-drive. My aRQion, and my threatning cries, made 
| him knowI was his Enemy , wherefore not wanting courage he turn'd about, and expe- 
Red me jn the poſture of a Man reſolv'd to defend himſelf, He had a Javelin in his right 
hand, which he lifted up into the Air , and when I was within twenty paces of him, he 
raiſed himſelf upon his Stirrups, and darted it at me with his utmoſt force. The blow mil- 
ſed me, but ſtruck my Horſe ſo R__ in the head, that he fell ſtark dead between my 
Leggs. I diſengag'd my ſelf preſently from my Stirrups, and leaving my Horſe upon the 
round, cover'd my felt with my ſhield, to end the combat on foot ; but Arſacomes gave 
me not the leaſure, and whether it were that he diſdain'd to Fight with me upon advan- 
tage, or that he was call'd other where by pxeſſing occaſions, as ſoon as he ſaw me fall, he 
turn'd about again, and Gallopp'd on his way at the ſame rate as he had done before, 
I remain'd in a vexation hard to be imagined , and no longer having any means topur- 
fue my Enemy, who rade away from me at liberty, I was ready to have vented all my 
deſpair upon my ſelf. Yet did 1 moderate my rage, by a refle&ionI made upon this 
enconnter , for I believed with-likelihood that I had cauſe to hope in the promiſe of the 
Gods , and that Berenice was not far from thoſe parts, ſince I had found Arſacomes 
there. This belief comforted me very much , and a while after 1 was confirm'd in it by 
Criton, who came up to'me atlaſt, his Horſe not having - been ſo ſwift as mine, arid his 
impatience not ſo violent. He was very much troubled to hear the accident that had be- 
fallen me , and having alighted to give me his Horſe, 1would have gotten upon him to 

urſue my Enemy again , but I found him ſo ſpent, thatT loſt all hope of overtaking Ar- 

acomes, and was conſtrain'd to think upon ſome new reſolution. I remembred that Ar- 
ſacomes had ask'd the way to, Babylon, and I was of opinion I might light upon him in 
that City ; but Criton, whoſe prudence I had obſerv'd in all 'his ations, thought it not 
ſafe for me to go thither at thit time, conſidering the exat Guard that was kept at the 
Gates, where Paſſengers were ſearch'd, and examined whence they came, and what was 
their buſineſs , and where they did many things that would put me in very great hazard 
of being known, He repreſented to me, that it would be mach more eatie for him to it- 
form himſelf in Babylon, concerning what I deſir'd, than for me, who for fear of being 
diſcover'd, would be fain to keep ſtill within doors. Therefore by his advice, in _ : 
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I found a great deal of reaſon , I with his Horſe took my way back to the houſe of our 
retreat, and he went on a togt to the Town, which was bur a little way off, from whence 
he was to come home to me the next day, with all the news. he could learn, and with 
another Horſe which I gave him charge to buy. Thus did I return to the place where 
I made my abode , and whereI paſs'd the reit of that day in diſcontents  minsled with 
ſome olimpſe of hope ; but betore it was night, Criton came back with a brave Horſe he 
had bought, and asking him the cauſe why he return'd ſooner than I expeRted : Sir, ( an- 
fwer'd he) before I came to the gates of Babylon I met Arſacomes , and whicu is more; 
Sir, I met him with the Princeſs Berenice. Ah 1 (cryed I) What doeit thou tell me, 
hatt thou found Berenice 2 Yes, Sir, ( replied he) I found her in the arms of Arſacomes, 
who in ſpight of her reliſtance, and in ſpight of all her cryes, carry'd her away before him, 
Gallopping back the ſame way we ſaw him go. O Gods ! (added I,quite tranſported) what 
a happy progreſs is this toward the accompliſhment of your promiſes ! If I had had 
: Horle ( ſaid Criton) 1 ſhould certainly have follow'd them, though I had been ſure ts 
loſe my Life ; but being a foot as I was, I conld not pofſibly execute my delires j for 
having preſently lott lighgof them, though I ran as falt as I could, after I had complaia- 
ed of my ill fortune , I thought rhe» belt ſervice I could do you, would be to go on to 
the Town, and buy a Horſe for you as you had commanded me. This diſcourſe touch'd 
me, as you may — but it was with joy, which encouraged me to believe, I ouche ro 
hope for all thinss trom the promiſe of the Gods, I hardly would allow the night lej- 
ſure to paſs away , and as ſoon as ever it was break of day, mounting the Horſe which 
Criton lad brought me, and which I found to be a very good one, ;I began afreſh to 
ſeek afrer my Princeſs ; Yet would I not ſtir out of this Countrey, for fear of diſo» 
beying the Gods, whom I began to find exact in the hopes they had given me, and when 
I had ſpent the dayes in my ſearch, I for the molt part came back at night to my uſual 
retreat. There is no Town hereabouts which I have not vilited, no Village, nor Houſe, 
whoſe entrance was permitted me, where I have not been to look for my Princeſs ; bur 
all my endeavous were unprofitable , and after having vainly*ought through all the 
Province, I thought at lait co return to that Temple, where the Gods had promiſed me 
the return of my happines, and where, if I might be ſuffered, I meant to reproach them 
for havins deceiv'd me. With this intention, _ departed from a Village where I had 
lien, Left Babylon upon the right hand, and was-bardly gotten twenty furlonss from it, 
when I ſaw a Chariot coming toward me, which (ix Horſes drew at a very great rate. The 
delign I had of ſeeking my Princeſs every where, made me go near the (ide of it, where 
I ſaw a woman in a mans arms, who by her cryes, and by all her actions, ſhew'd ſhe 
was carried away by force. My hopes were waken'd in me by thar fight, but as ſoon as 
I beheld her face again, and heard her voice, I knew it was not my Princeſs ; though 
me-thoughr neither that face, nor voice was unknown to me. Yet was I reſolv'd to ſuc- 
cour her whoſoever ſhe was , and to that end riding up to the Charioteer, I commanded 
him to ſtand : He made a diſhculty to obey me, but I brought the point of my Javelin 
to his face, and made him know there was no ſafety for him but in obedience. In the 
mean time, he that was in the Chariot, having obſerv'd my aQtion, leapt nimbly out, 
and calling a man that carried his Cask, gave him charge tohold that Lady, if the ſhould 
offer to get away , and making him —_ from a gallant Horſe he was upon, he threw 
himſelf into the Saddle with a great deal of agility ; he was no ſooner in his Stixrups, but 
coming toward me with a threarning ation; Whoſoever thou art, (cry'd he) though thou 
wert Lyſimachus again, if thou oppoſeſt my intention, thou ſhalt be ſure to meet with 
Death in thine. I am not Lylimachus, ( anſwer'd I )-but if thine intention be to carry away 
that Lady by force, mine ſhall ever be to defend her againſt thy violence. Thou mult 
Dye then, ( replied he) and with thoſe words flew upon meg with a great deal of courage. 
Being he indeed was valiant, the combat laited for ſome time without diſadvantage to 
either , but in the end, I was more fortunate than he, and afrer havin warded many 
blows he made at me, I gave him two or three Wounds, which made hin fall from his 
Horſe, unable to fight any longer. Then I turn'd toward the Lady I had _— - and he 
that held her by his Maſters command, no ſooner ſaw me coming, but he let her 90, and 
fled toward Babylon. The woman preſently __ out of the Chariot, and the Chario- 
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teer laſhins on his Horſes toward the City, got a great way from us in a little time. 
Scarce had 1 alighted , and ſet my eyes upon that Ladies face, but I obſery'd all the 
lineaments of Queen Statira my lifter. You may well enough conceive how great my 
amazement was at ſo unexpected an encounter ; eſpecially there being a general rumour 
that ſhe was dead. Thar belief, and her habit which was very different from what ſhe - 
was wont to wear, hindred me from giving credit to my eyes ; but when by my action, 
ſhe ſaw me expreſs my altoniſhment, Never doubt of it, ( ſaid ſhe ) 1 am Statira, 
I am the Widdow of Alexander the Great. And I Siſter ( cried I, quite tranſpor- 
ted) am Prince Artaxerxes your Brother , and calting my Head-piece /at her feer, 
I ran to her with open Arms, and in her amazement, which made her incapable of: reli- 
ſtance, I gave her a thouſand Kiſſes, accompanied with tears which my Eyes beſtow'q 
on my affection, If the - wonder that had ſerz'd on me was great, you may well imagine 
that hers was without compariſon , and that ſhe could not fee that Brother again, = 
ſhe had lov'd fo well, and whom ſhe had thought Dead eight years before, with a mode- 
rate aftoniſhmeat. When ſhe was got looſe from my embraces, ſhe retired a itep or two 
to conlider my face, could not believe bur that it was my Ghoſt, ask'd me ottenif ir 
were poſſible I ſhould be alive ; and in ſhort, did all thoſe ations, which you did your 
ſelf at our knowing one another. As ſoon as ſhe was perſwaded that I was Artazerxes 
indeed, ſhe caſt away her doubts, to give her {ſelf over to her affetion, and throwing 
her ſelf into mine arms with tranſported cryes , ſhe made me ſee that neither time nor 
the accidents of her Life had at all diminiſhed her former love. We continued a great 
while in a ſtrict embrace, without having power to bring forth a diſtin word , and when 
once we were able, we queſtion'd each other mutually concerning what we were igno- 
rantof. How come you to be alive dear Brother 2 How come you to be alive dear 
Siſter ? ſaid we both together ; and anſwering both at the ſame time , we began a very 
confuſed diſcourſe, and fo interrupted with endearments, that we could tell one another 
nothing. Belides, my Siſter believed, that in the place where we were, we could not 
without danger engage Gur ſelves in a long converſation, ſo having pray'd me to carry her 
from thence, and torun if it were poſlible to the relief of Pariſatis, who was alive, and 2 
priſoner, ſhe perſwaded me to get on Horſeeback, and _—_ ſet her behind me, we rode 
as ſhe delir'd along the River (ide. She would have queltion'd me about my adven- 
tures, but I having told her rhat the relation of my Life would require no leſs than a 
whole Day , and that it were more neceſſary I ſhould learn ſomething of her preſent 
condition, and of Pariſatis , ſhe ina few words told me all that had hapned to her ſince 
Alexanders death, the name of Perdiccas, with whom 1 had fought, and the eſtate in 
which ſhe had left Pariſatis ; but ſhe ſaid nothing of Prince Oroondates, whether it 
were that ſhe judg'd that remembrance faulty after the Death of Alexander, or that ſhe 
meant to ſpeak of him more at large when ſhe had better leiſure. She had not quite 
ended her diſcourſe when we ſaw the Chariot coming, in which Pariſatis was ; you have 
heard the beginning of that which paſled, and how having made Statira alight, that 
might be fitter for the encounter , I was aſſaulted by half a ſcorg Horſe-men who guarded 
the Chariot, and that while I was engag'd among them, Statira was taken again. I 
heard her cry aloud when they put her into the Chariot , and would have run to help 
her if 1 could have had free pallage ; but the Enemies I had upon me ſtopr my way, 
and reduc'd me to a neceſſity rather of defending my ſelf, than of relievins my Sitter. 
Three of them lay already gnawing the Earth, and the reſt began to find that though 
I was alone, they ſhould obtain noeaſte Victory. In effe&t, my ftrength was ſo redoubled 
by my anger, and by my grief for this laſt accident , thar I quickly diſpatch'd another, 
and by good fortune Criton, who was returning from a place whither I had ſent him, 
came in jult then to my affiſtance , and he no ſooner knew me, but'making uſe of policy to 
ſtike a terror in my Enemies ; Courage,Sir, (cried he) you are reliev'd.I know not whether 
theſe words,and the confidence wherewith they ſaw him fall upon them,made them believe 
he was follow'd by others , or whether their fear of two men alone prodyc'd that effet, 
but however itwere, the fierceneſs of my Enemies began to cool, and preſently after they 
turn'd their backs, leaving me the Victory, and the Field; bur at the ſame time my Horſe 


tel} dead of the wounds he had receiv'd , and Criton ſeeing five or lix without e's 
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catch'd the beſt of them, and brought him to-me. I no ſooner was upon his back, but I 
ran after the trace of the Chariot, which had,,carry'd away the Princeſles, and had fol- 
low'd the bank of the River a while in that purſuit, when I was ftoP'd by a conliderable 
encounter, and ſuch a one as 1 ought well to remember , (nce I till beat the marks of it, 
and that it coſt me more Blood than I had loſt in all the reſt of my Life. It was the en- 
counter of you, and Berenice, Brother , I found you when leatt expeRed it, and I alſo 
found Berevice , but in ſuch a condition as I believ'd I never could have taken her; O 
Gods 1 What were my thoughts when I knew my Princeſs 1 But, O Gods, what were 
my reſeutments when I ſaw her hanging about the Neck, and killing the face of a man in 
Arſacomes his Armour ! I preſently believ'd that it was he, but knew not how to ima- 
gine my Princeſs ſhould be guilty of *fo horrible a lightneſs. I ftood a while conlidering 
their ations , but when I ſaw her continue ſuch extraordinary kindnefles, as could not 
bave been pardon'd if any body but a Brother had receiv'd them , I gave my felt over to 
a rage, which in appearance was but too lawfully grounded. You found the effetts of it, 
dear Brother, as I tele thoſe of your matchleſs Valour , which by a numuer of very deep 
Wounds made me fall upon the ground without ſenſe , or underftanding. The con- 
dition I was reduc'd to (interrupted Prince Oroondates ) was no better than yours, and 
if I had glory to ſhare equally with you in the event of our combat, I owe ir to thoſe 
you had Pught before , which without doubt could not have left ſo great a vigour as I 
encountred in that laſt, in any other man bur the invincible Arſaces. It my former com- 
bats ( reply'd Arſaces ) had caus'd any wearineſs in me , the jealoulie, or rather the fury 
wherewith I was tranſported, baniſh'd it in ſuch manner, and did ſo powertally redouble 


- my Forces , thatI never was freſher, nor in better condition to dilpute my prerentions 


againſt any body elſe but Oroondates. In ſhort, I was fallen upon the ground 5 where 
Criton had me in his arms, who that day did me his wonted ſervices, and who atter he 
had long tormented himſelf about me, went to ſeek help either for my recovery, or burial. 
When he had gone a little way,he by good chance mer a company ot Horſe-men who were 
riding towards Babylon, and having told them my misfortune in a few words, found ſome 
among them ſo generous as to be ſenlible of it, and to offer him their alſiftance. They 
were the brave Seleucus, and certain Horſe-men that attended him, who no ſooner were 
come to the place where I lay, where I had died the Earth *about me red vgth my Blood, 
but they were touch'd with compaſſion, and making me be taken up in ſome of their 
Cloaks, they caus'd mE'to be carried to a poor Man's houſe about ten or twelve furlonss 
from the place where we had fo:ight. Seleucus was ſo carefull,as to have my Cloaths pull' 
off, and to ſee my Wounds himielf , 'but he thought them ſo Fronts that he conceiv*d 
very little hope of my recovery ; yet would he not leave me, knowing by many igns 
that I was itill alive, and therefore ſent away a man inſtantly to the City, to fetch Chy- 
rurgeons with all poſſible ſpeed. Before they came, having foynd ſomething in my face 
that made him delirous to know who 1 was, he 'enquir'd of Criton, whe thinking he 
ſhould thereby oblige him to ſuccour me with the more afteion, contented himſelf with 
concealing that I was Artaxerxes the Son of Darius, and told him I was that Arſaces who 
had conquer'd Arimbas, and gain'd ſome 'viRories in Scythia. Seleucus had heard of 
Arſaces, and of the firſt things I had done in the King of Scytbia's ſervice ; wherefore 
being indeed virtuous himſelf, he was perſwaded by ſome report of virtue that had run to 
ny advantage , and no ſooner knew that I was Arſaces, but inftead of the compaſſion 
which had mov'd him to lend me that firſt affiſtance, he chought himſelf oblis'd by all 
manner of conliderations to negle& nothing for my ſafety , and expreiſing a very 9reat 
trouble for the eſtate he ſaw me 1n,he at the Chyrurgeons coming promiſed them exceſſive 
recompences if they could contribute any thing toward my cure. When they had ſearch'd 
my Wounds, they ſaw ſmall of--Lite, though, according to what they ſaid, my loſs of 
Blood was cauſe of their 5reate! - a” 10700g Yet did chey do their office very caretullys 
and imploy'd ail their skill in dreſhng my hurts, and in fetching me to my ſenſes. Part of 
the night was paſs'd when I came to my ſelf again, but wich very little memory, and very 
lictle nnderſtandins ; and the day appear'd before I was able to diſcern any object, or 
recall ro mind any thing that. had pa s$'d. As ſoon as I beganto have a little knowledge, 1 
turn'd my Eyes on every (ide, and ſeeing Criton by me, I ask'd him where I was ; He told 
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me the truth in a few words, and preſeitly after Seleucus coming to me ; Courage, ( ſaid 
he) valiant Arſaces, you have perſons.about you who are very affectionate to your vir- 
tue, and who labourfor your health as patſhonately as for their own., He ſaid no more, nor 
Raid any longer with me, for fear of obliging me to anſwer him ; and Criton having ouly 
rold me, that it was Seleucus, and entreated me not to ſpeak, weut alſo out ofthe Chamber 
with him, who was recall'd to Babylon by very preſſing occaſions, and who nevercheleſs 
would not go away, till be ſaw me 1n that degree of amendmeut.,, When they had lett me 
alone, I was more accompanied than I had been before ; you. ealily gueſs, that the re. 
membrance of my lat encountex came not into my mind, without driving me iuto an 
extremity of griet, and that I could not call to memory the conditions I had found Bere- 
nice in, without falling into another a thouſand times worſe than that, out of which the 
Ghyrurgeons endeavour'd to recover me by their alſiſtance, O Gods ! How ſhall I be 
able to expreſs my violent thoughts 2 or rather, how will you ſupply the defect of my 
d:\ſcourſe, by fancying part of them in your imagination? I cannot repreſent them better 
to you, Brother, than by your own; but yet my ſorrow wanted one conſolation whiclyou 
receiv'd in yours, for you could not believe Statira to be inconſtant, without having your 
affliction counerbalanc'd by a joy at the aflurance that Statira was alive. Yes, I re- 
membred that I had found Berenice, but I had found her ſo unworthy, and ſo ſhamefully 
chang'd, that I had ſeen her give my Rival favours, the ſmalleſt part-whereof had never 
been granted unto me. 1 remembred likewiſe that I had fallen under the forces of my 
Rival , and that remembrance made me doubt whether it was Arſacomes ; He wore his 
arms, he was with Berenice, whom Arſacomes had carried away, and with whom Cri- 
to2 had ſeen her a few days before ; but I had found the Valour of that Enemy ſy diffe- 
rent from that of Arſacomes , that I had much ado to perſwade my elf it could Ee he, 
unleſs the Gods to compleat their anger againſt me, had ſo augmented his firength, ro 
hinder the ſatisfattion'my revenge might have given me. I remain'd uncertain what to 
believe , -but whether it were Arſacomes, or ſome new Servant, & found ſo great cauſe of 
ief and of deſpair in that abominable change, that all I have told you hitherto of my 
| mn afflitions, had touch'd me but lightly in compariſon of this laſt. I could not fancy 
Berenice in the poiture I had ſeen her, holding a man in her arms, and killing him with 
that mouth which had been fo mggardly to me, even then when her Fathers conſent 
might have authoriſed the permiſſion of ſuch favours, without loſing that little reaſon 
T had recovered ; and then yielding to the rage that tranſported me. Ah} light inconſtant 
Woman, ( cry'd I) by what horrid change haft thou loſt the remembrance of what thou 
wert heretofore , and the remnants of that virtue which made thee leave a Lover, to put 
thy ſelf into the hands of thine Enemies ? Ah ! if thou wert to give thy ſelf to Arſacomes, 
thou ſhould'it have done it when thou misht't with leſs unworthine(s , and when th 
infdeliry might have bega juſtified by thy fathers command. Thy crime had been le 
ſhamefull by ghat pretence , and by the reproach of thy inconſtancy, thou might'(t have 
avoided that of thy diſobedience. After theſe words follow'd whole troops of cruel 
thoughts » and my jealoulie giving ſuch ſhapes to all things as were molt ſuitable to it, 
put conc2its into my head, which I ſhould never have fall'n into if I had been in my 
right mind, Ah 1 without doubt ( ſaid I again) thy infidelity is not ſo new 4 thing as 
I believed; that ation of thine before Ifſedon, was an efte& of thy change, and not of 
thy virtae ; nor would'ſt thou ever have forſaken me, to caſt thy ſelf into the arms 
of that Rival, from whenceT had pull'd thee with the peril of my Life , if the Lover to 
whom tho' ran'it had not been dearer to thee, than he whom thou forſookeſt, Thou haſt 
diſſembled (ince by Stratonice's counſel, to begin to accomodate thy ſelf to thy Fathers 
humour, and thy ſtealing away, whereby I loſt all my fortune with thee , had not been ſo 
ealily effected, if thou thy ſelf had'it not conſented. to it : Pardon me, dear Princeſs, 
(purſued Arſaces, turning toward Berenice) pardon me the injury I then did your virtue, 
and conlider that the condition I was reduc'd to, made me uncapable of any ſound, or - 
reaſonable judgement ; yet did I ſtrive to repent my opinion, but could not do it without 
belying my own Eyes, and accuſed them for having deluded me iri that encounter. Per- 
chanceI may be deceiv'd, ( faid1) and my imagination prepoſlefled with the remem- 
brance of Ber-nice, did (it may be) preſent ſome other obje to me inſtead of her. 7 ! = 
| cry 
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(cry'dI again immediately after )'1 was not deceiv'd, and Berenice's features are too try-" 
ly graven in my Memory, to ſuffer me to be miſtaken in the knowledge of her. I ſaw her 
but too plainly, and {ookt but too long upon her, to be in Coubt whether it were ſhe or 
no: 'Tis the, and ſhe is now in the arms of my Rival, and of my Conquerour , and if for- 
tune has dealr any betrer with him than with me, they now rejoyce rozether at the 
Victory he has obtain'd. In-this thought ſeeing Critan, who was- come to my Bed-lide 
again, 1commanded him to relate the true iflue of .our corabat, to tell me in whar con- 
dition I had left my Enemy, and what became of Berenice; Sir, { ſaidhe) I muſt confeſs, . 
that the diſtance, the trouble Iwas in during your Combat, and a Vail ſhe had put down 
over her face, hindred me from knowing it was the Princeſs ; but the Woman that was 
preſent while you fought, no ſooner ſaw your Enemy fall, ( who ſunle from his Horſe at 
the ſame time with you, either Dead, or in the ſame caſe you were ) bur ſhe ran inſtantly 
to him with cries that came unto my Ears as far as I was off; and ſhe ſtill was making 
lamentations over him, when I went from you to ſeek for help ; but at my return, we 
neither found her, nor the body of your Enemy, This account of Critons wrought two 
different effets upon me ; for though it confirm'd my Princeſs's infidelity, it comforted 
me in the belief that I had ſlain my Enemy , or at leaſt that he had not gotten an entire 
Victory. Then I turned over a thouſand ſeveral reſolutions in my mind, and though they 
. tended all coward Death, yet the laſt upon which I fix'd was, that if it pleaſed the Gods 
I ſhould eſcape my wounds, I would never Dye without being aflur'd of my revenge, or 
without finiſhing it by another combat z and moreover, that I would never Dye but be- 
fore the Eyes of the ingratefull Berenice. The Princeſs, who had often bluſh'd durin 

Arſaces his diſcourſe, could no longer forbear to interrupt him z Ah! Arſaces, ( ſaid he 
how ingratefull were you your ſelf, in thoſe cruel thoughts you had of me ; certainly, my 
humour ſhould have been well enough known to you, to make you believe that no body 
but my Brother ought ever to hope tor thoſe kindneſies from me, which cauſed yout jea- 
louſie. If I had had any other witneſles bue my own Eyes, ( reply'd Arſaces) I ſhould ne- 
yer have given credit to them ; but in ſhort, I my ſelf had ſeen that that was as bad to 
meas Death , and I was then ſo unfortunate, that the truth of this adventure never came 
into my thoughts. I rather believed, that my dear Brother was no longer in the World, 
ſince in ſo great a revolution of my Sifters affairs, we had not heard the leaſt news of him, 
ſince upon that of her Death, wherein he was much more concern'd than any body elſe, he 
had neirher appear'd to relieve, nor to revenge her , and lince my Siſter, who it was likely 
would belt have known it if he had been in this Country, had not ſaid one word to me 
concerning him. This opinion of your Death, dear Brother, which by little and little 
ſttled it ſelf in my thoughts, was cauſe of many of thoſe things that have happen'd to me 
ſince, and confirm'd mein the deſign I had to Dye , as ſoon as I was certain of my re- 
venge, and as ſoon as I had powred thoſe reproaches into the ears of Berenice, which I 
thoughe due to her infidelity. The delire of prolonging my Life, till I could find occaſion 
tolole it in her preſence, made me' ſuffer the help that was given me, and affift toward 
my recovery as much as they about me delired. Seleucus, who interefled himſelf in it 
very cordially, came back to me the ſame day, and when oncelI was in a condition to 
thank him for his care, I endeavoured to let him ſee he took it nor of a perſon that would 
ever become unworthy thereof by his ingratitude. The Chyrurgeons could not yet ſettle 
any certain judgment about my Cure , but they found Iwas fo inconvenieatly in that 
little Houſe, and in a ſcurvy *Chamber, where I was almoſt ſuffocated with the exceſſive 
heat of the ſeaſon , that though there were danger in removing me, they believed there 
was more in letting me continue in that place. Seleucus, whoſe urgent occalions call d 
him perpetually to Babylon, and who nevertheleſs, could have been glad not to be from 
me,. conſented willingly to the propoſition of carrying me thither , and Ihad given my 
ſelf up ſo wholly to be ordered by them, that I did nor ſo much as enquire what they 
meant to do with me. I knew not, whether it was to Babylon, or to ſome other place 
that they intended to remove me; but though I had known, I had preſerv'd ſo little care 
of my affairs, and of all other thoughts but thoſe my jealoulie inlpit'd me with, that I 
ſhould never have oppoſed them. I therefore ſuffered them the fourth day toput on my 


Cloaths, and lay meina Litter to carry me tothe Town , whither Seleucus going _ 
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with me himſelf, made me be brought to his own Houſe, where I was very bravely lodg'd, 
and more commodioully attended. It ſurpriſed me a little co fee I was in Babylon, bur 
as I have already told yo:, «my deſpair ſwallowed up all my former fears of being 
known , and 1 judg'd that, happen to me what would, my condition could not be worſe 
than it was lince Berenice's infidelity. Yet did I endeavour to free my ſelt from recciving 
many vilits , and to that end, having made that requelt to Seleucus, he promiſed I ſhould 
be feen but by very few. The condition I was in, hindred me from ſeeing all the prepara- 
. tions that were made for defence againſt thoſe Forces ot yours that began to appear ; and 
Seleycus, who by reaſon of Perdiccas his Wounds, bore the greateſt weight of thoſe af- 
fgirs, knowinz my weakneſs made me unfit for that entertainment, talkt nothing of -it to 
me, but when by oecalion of diſcourſe he could not avoid it. Yet thus much I underitood, 
by what I heard him ſay, and by what Criton told me, chat the Princes Lylimachus, Pto- 
lomeus, and their Companions, had form'd a party agzinit Perdiccas and his, for the in- 
terelts of rhe Princeſſes my Silters, either Dea, or Capives, and the juſtice I found in your 
quarrel, made me ſorry I was oblig'd to Seleucus, lince he was engag'd among your Ene- 
mies. Yet did I ſtick but lightly upon thoſe conliderations , for a more powerfull orief 
had made*me incapable of taking an interelt in eny thing, which concern'd not the cauſe 
of my deſpair ; I continued certain days without other thonghts, ſave thoſe of my re- 
venge, and of death , the danger whereof according to the Chyrurgeons opinion was not , 
yet quite over, and perchance I ſhould not have admitted any thac could have oblig'd 
me to joyn with either fide if I had been fit for ſervice, but for a thing rhat happei''dto 
me about that time. I had ſent Criton to the place where I had fought, to enquire after 
Berenice, and my Enemy , and to endeavour tolearn ſomething that might intorm me 
what was become of them , but at his return, with the remedy tor my wounds, he brought 
me news which awaken'd my intereſts powerfully enough to make me neslect thoſe of 
our Family, to mingle mine with theſe of Seleucus. Criton came back to me, Brother, with 
the herb you had given him for. my Cure , told me what had befallen him in your 
Camp, deliver'd your generous meſlage, ſhew'd me the preſent you had ſent me, and 
aſtired me that you were not Arſacomes. This encounter made me fall into a. confulioh 
of thoughts, and into an aſtoniſhment hard to be deſcrib'd , and though I was glad to 
hear my Enemy was in a place where I could meet him, and where we mivit have op- 
porrunity to end our quarrel , it was a great diſcontent to me, to know that uy the great- 
neſs of my Wounds, I ſhould not of a long time, and perhaps never, be in a condition to 
Fight with him again; or that I mult be fain to be beholding to my Enemy for the heal- 
ing of them. Seleucus was preſent at Critons coming in, and at the account he gave me, 
and after havins admir'd your generolity, he knew the herb you ſent me, and confirm'd 
the truth of the ſtory of Ptolomeus. He with a great deal of joy perſwaded me to apply 
it to my Wounds , but the repugnance I had to receive my Healti from the hauds of my 
cruel Enemy, made me fora long time oppole his delires, and perhaps I ſhould never 
*have conſented, if I had not thought my Rival might attribute that refuſal of his aſſiſt 
ance to a fear of coming to Fight with him again, I judg'd moreover, that that Obli- 
gation did not engage me to any peace with him, ſince he had no other intention in obli- 
ging me, than that of finiſhing with his hand what my Wounds perhaps were too flow 
in ejeting , and that our hatred being founded upon the poſſeſſion of Berenice, and nor 
upon any {light formality, it could end no other way but by the Death of one of us. Theſe 
con(iderations made me reſolve to uſe the preſent he ſent me, and turning toward Seleucus, 
who preſled me to it very earneſtly : Yes, Seleucus, (ſaid 1) from whence ſoever 1 receive 
my cure, I accept of it to ſerve you, and to acquit my ſelf of my obligations to you, Il 
fight on your (ide if I can recover my ſtrength ; and though in my opinion you have not 
the juſteſt cauſe, the remembrance of what I owe to you, and the delire of takihs revenge 
upon my Enemy, makes me paſs over that conlideration. Seleucus expreſſed an excefſive 
joy when he heard me fay fo, and taking me by the hand, which I put forth to him, with 
much affection z We have conquered, valiant Arſaces, ( ſaid he) lince you ſay you'l 
Fight for us , and you are too accuſtomed to ViRory to let us fear an- ill ſucceſs of this 
War, while you are of our party. If there be any injuſtice in our quarrel, I proteſt to you 
'ris more:than I know of , and that I am engaged in it only by my friendſhip » Per- 
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diccas, whom I have ever known too vertuous to be ſuſpetted of thoſe crimes whereof 
his enemies accuſe him. When he had ſaid theſe worgs, he cauſed that ſovereign Herb 
to be made ready, but preſently after he began to doubt whether I might ſafely uſe ic,and 
whether I oughtnot to ſulpect ſome toul play in an enemies preſent. The knowledge he 
gave me of lus fear wrought no effect upon me, but haſteaing the Chyrurzeons- to apply 
that remedy ; My enemy 1s too gallant ( ſaid I) to be ſuſpeRted of ſuch a baſeneſs, and 
if you had ſeen how he maintains his incereſt with his ſword, you would nor believe he 
bad any need of Poiſon, or that the uſe of it were known to him. Oo this manner did 
I accept the preſent you ſeat me, and made no difiiculty to receive my life from you, that 
Imight be able roemploy ir once more ro the deltruftion of yours. 1 confeſs, my reſ9- 
lution was ſomething ftrange in the choice of that party, and though T. knew that I ow'd 
my life perhaps to Seleucus, and that he continued to engage me furcher by all kind of 
ceitimonies of his affe&ion, that reſpe was not ſtrong enough to make me take up arms 
for men, who, probably, were the enemies of oar houſe, and the memory of what I ow'd 
tomy own blood, and to che friendſhip of perſons ſo near me, was powerful enough to 
counterbalance my obligations to Seleucus ; bur my enraged palſion ſtifled all remem- 
brances, to thruſt me headlong to my revenge, and living for no other end bur to dye in 
the preſence of Berenice, after I had firit made an end of him who had ſounjultly robb'd 
me of her, .I ſhut my eyes againſt whatſoever reaſon and nature could repreſent. Let all 
riſh, ( ſaid 1 ) if the gods ordain it ſo, (ince Berenice is falſe, and lince I mutt nb longer 
e for that fortune, whereby I have ſurviv'd the ruine of our houſe, what is't to me if 
it be utterly deſtroyed? and why ſhould I any more be concern'd at any thing in the 
world, where I am detain'd by nothing elſe but my delire of revenge 2 They on both 
lides are equally mine enemies, lince they have equally endeavoured the deſtration of 
ear family, and they equally poſſeſs the Dominions that were ours ; and if I ought 
to put any difference between them, the obligation I have to Seleucus ought to make 
it wholly in favour of his party. Yet do I neither fight for Seleucus, nor for Perdiccas, 
againit Prolomens, and againſt Lylimachus ; but among the enemies of Seleucus and 
Perdiccas, I ſeek mine own moſt cruel and irreconcileable enemy. If the gods permit 
that I may kill him, I'l ceaſe to offend my family, by ceaſing to out-live him; and if I 
periſh by his hand, the end of my faults, and the end of my misfortunes will both be 
cm together in that of my life. Belides theſe thoughts which were infpir'd unto me 
y my deſpair, I refleted, as much as it would ſufter me, upon many things that confir- 
med ine in the delign of ſerving the party, contrary to thar of my enemy ; and though 
I had very juſt cauſes of Reſentment againſt Roxana, I ſmother'd part of thoſe I had 
againſt Perdiccas, and could not remember that his love had thruſt him upon aRions thar 
were difplealing to the Queen my Siſter, without remembring alſo chat both ſhe and 
Pariſatis were indebted to him for their lives, and that but for the aſſiſtance he had given 
them, I ſhould have been the onely perſon remaining of the blood of Darius. Moreover, 
I believ'd that the love which he and his brother bore my Siſters, would engage them ſtill 
ntheir defence, and that if they were at that time in their hands, they were ſafer there 
againlt Roxana's hatred, than in any other retreat whatſoever. I communicated none of 
theſe thoughts toSeleucus, though his vertue might have given me a great deal of conk- 
dence in him, not thinking it convenient, for the little time I hadrefolv'd to live, and.in 
the condition I then was, to make any further diſcovery of my ſelf; I ſaid not a word to 
him of my combat againſt Perdiccas, nor of that I knew of the. Princels's being alive, 
whom, for all your declaration, every body believ'd dead,or at lealt, feign'd to believe ſo. 
Perdiccas had never ſeen my face, and though we have often met, and ralked.together 
lince, he Kill continued ignorant that I ever had any encounter wich him, Yer you 
ealily imagine that ſo were Roxana and he, and in the midſt! of ſo many;men,-whom, 
their intereſt was ſure to make my enemies, I could not be without a great deal of daager, 
but you alſo know, that as I car'd but little for my life, I tooki but little care of its con- 
ſervation. Yer did I delire ( aiming at nothing leſs than my ſafety ) to avoid the light 
of Roxana, and of all others that could know me ; and Selencys, of whom 1 daily re- 
queſted that favour, being willing to ſatisfie me, ordered the matter ſo, that I was viſi- . 
ted by none but his particular friends. The report nevertheleſs of my lying wounded 
Oooo0 at 
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at Seleucus his houſe, began to ſpread about the Town, and that ſmall reputation I had 
ain'd, was cauſe that many had a mind co ſee me. Roxana her ſelf, who, our of cunning, 
| on, thoſe with great civility, whom ſhe has a delire to engage in her party, had 
oftentimes a thougurto vilit me ; but Seleucus, at my earneſt intreaty, diflwaded her from 
it, ſaying, I was not yet ſo well as to receive her viſits withgut inconveniency. In the 
mean time, Brother, your Medicine had wrought irs uſual effe& upon me, and within 
ten or twelve dayes after the applying chat Herb, I was well enough to leave my bed. 
Perdiccas, who was cur'd almolt about that time, was the firit that viſited me, and came 
ints my chamber, with Seleucus, Alceras, and Caſſander, and ſome other of the moſt conli- 
derable among them. He entertain'd me with the civilleſt and moſt obliging diſcourſes 
in the world, and told me, that my reputation had come to the ears of Alexander, and 
had not onely gain'd me the eſteem of tnar great King,' bur of all vertuous perſons what- 
ſoever, that he receiv'd the aſſiſtance I made him hope for, as the chiefelt itep to Vittory, 
that he would relign me all the authority he held over thoſe of his party, and that there 
was none among them who would not voluntarily ſubmit to me. I anſwer'd that ex- 
ceſs of civility, with all that I ad lefr, in the ſorrowtul condition of my heart, and aſ- 
ſur'd him, in a few words, that I would ſerve him without any command, and without 
other ambition, than that of fighting by Seleucvs his (ide. After that vilit, I receiy'd 
many others from him, bur aſloon as the forces were come up, finding my ſelf able to 
leave my chamber, 1 pray'd Seleucus I migut go out of the Town to encamp with them, 
and to ly in his tent, which, with thoſe of the other Princes, were pitch'd along the 
bank of the Euphrates, there I paſs'd many tedious dayes, or rather many weary- 
ſome nights, ſince my ſoul was nothing but in darkneſs, or at the beſt, enlightned only 
by ſome hope of revenge. Criton, who had already told me, that my enemy was not 
Arſacomes, confirm'd it to me, atter he had ſeen him again with Clicophon, when he 
carry'd him thanks for the favour he had done me, and I was already perſwaded of it, by 
thy tryal I had made of his forces, and by the admirable generolity of that rival, who 
in all his ations methought was very different from Arſacomes ; yet though I doubted 
not of what Criton ſaid, I knew not what to believe, when the report came into our 
mp, that a Scythian Prince, nam'd Arſacomes, was with our enemies, and very much 
conſider'd among them. This news, which came to us many ſeveral wayes, put me at 
firſt into great diſquiet, to learn the truch offit ; but in the end I baniſh'd them all, Rick- 
ins cloſe to my former reſolutions. Let him be Arſacomes (ſaid I) or let him be a ſtran- 
er, 'tis till he that rakes Berenice from me, and he whom I ought to proſecute to death. 
n the perſon of Arſacontes I ſhall kill my ancient enemy, and in that of a ſtranger 
I ſhall puniſh the cruel man, who unjuſtly robs me of what he has not purchaſed by 
his blood and ſervices, as I have done, and who makes Berenice a ruth times more 
faulty, by ſuch a horrible lightneſs, than if ſhe had givea her ſelf to Arſacomes, who has 
lov'd and ſerv'd her many years. Theſe were my thoughts, till the rime of my conference 
with Lylimachus, the day before che battel. Sgleucus had told me the Hiſtory of that 
Prince, and beſides the eſteem which was cauſed in me by the recital of his gallant 
aRions, the affeion he had teltifhed to my liſter, and to all our family, made me value> 
him exceedingly ; but when I found by his letter, that it was he with whom I had contra« 
ed a friendſhip at the Temple of Apollo, and afterward by the river ide, I received 
the occaſion of ſeeing him with all the joy I could then be capable of ; you from him have 
heard what paſſed between us, and how our converſation was interrupted, and from me 
you ſhall hear, that after we parted, the remembrance of his words put me again into 
my former confuſion, and I could not call ro mind what he had ſaid of the lons ſervices 
my rival had done my Princeſs, without believing it was Arſacomes, * The laſt ations 
(ſaid 1 tomy ſelf) which I jd inScythia, till which, my pafſion was never openly decla- 
red, were done too lately to be come to the knowledge of Lylimachus, and Arſacomes 
his _ which has been diſcover'd theſe ſeyen or eight years, can be unknown to no 
body, but thoſe that know not him ; 'tis Arſacomes without doubt. Criton has forgotten 
his features, orelſe his face is alter'd by his wounds, or by ſome other accident, and with 
his face,the gods, to ruine me, have chang'd his forces, and his courage. 'Tis certainly this 
advantageous change that has alſo chang'd Berenice, and this new gallantry = =_ 
obtain d. 
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obtain'd that of her, which he never could have done by his ordinary qualities, With 
diſcoarſes and thoughts of this nature, I impatiently waited for the nexc day, wherein 
I hoped to maxe my revenge famous to eteritty ; but being I ſonghe for nothins but to 
meet my enemy, I would needs have fought as a private man , and 'twas almoſt by 
force that Seleucus prevail'd wita me, to ſhare with him in the command of thoſe Troops 
he was to lead. 1 will not fay any thing to you of that bloody day, wherein atter 1 had 
lons ſought the ſuppoſed Arſacomes, I mer him but to my loſs, and to my confulion ; 
yet you may gueſs by whacT have told you, and by what I attempted , with how great 
ail extremity of anger and affliction I have been tormented {ince. When I knew thar 
che Gods had ſav'd my Enemy from my revenge that ſecond time , I was ready to have 
tarn'd all the effects of my deſpair againit my telt, and 'twas wirh all the difficulty in the 
world, that Seleucus gor me to ſufter the dretfing of ſome light hurts I had received. 
From my firlt tranſports 1 fell into new deligns, and began to condemn the wayes 
I had raken for my revenge, The injuſtice of the {ide I was of, was more known ro me 
than it had been before, and when I heard thac Prince Oxyarces my Uncle, and all thoſe 
that lov'd the memory of Darius, were of your party, and that your intention appear'd 
to me to be ſuch as you had declared in your Maniteltos , 1 with remorſe perceiv'd thac 
my paſſion had made me criminal, and ingratefull, and that my fault was too odions to 
the Gods , to hope they would ever grant me the revenge I aim'd at, and in which 
I kad bounded my utmolt delires. Fight no more againſt thy Friends, ingratefull Ar- 
taxerxes, ( ſaid 1) and give not that advantage to thine Enemy, to ſerve thy Houſe, while 
thou art favouring its enemies, The choice he has made of chat party ought to make thee 
bluſh for ſhame , and if he be worrhy of thy hatred, by wrongs that are more conlide- 
rable than the ſervices he does thy Friends, ſet thy ſelf agarnit his perſon alone, without 
Fighting Kill againſt thy neareſt kindred, and againſt thole that bave taken arms for the 
remainders of thy family. Go and diſpatch him in his Tent, ſince without crime thou 
cant not ſtay here till a ſecond Battle, and thar thy impatiency will not yield to fo lons 
adelay , perhaps the Gods may ſuffer thee to effect what thou haſt reſotv'd, and if they 
have decreed that thou mult fall, thy Death will be more to thy advantage that way, than 
if thou ſhould'| receive it at the head of the Enemies of thy Hoſe, trom the hands of 
Oxyartes, or of ſome other Prince of thine own blood. This delign was put in execu- 
tion, and the next day, without thinking ſo much as upon Criton, ſo far had my fury 
blinded me, while he was gone to ſome other part of the Camp, I put on my Arms, got 
on Horſe-back, and being fully reſolv'd to be killed, or kill my Rival, I lefr our Camp, 
and advanc'd dire&ly toward yours. There was little provability I could effect that enter- 
priſe , bur the regard I had of Life was a great deal leis, and equally deliring my death 
and my revenge, I ran to both with a like precipitation. : 

I ſhall not need to tell you any more q continued Arſaces ) fince you are not ignorant 
of the reſt , and that you know as well as I, the admirable change that has happen'd in 
my fortune. Where I ſought my cruel Enemy, I met my deareit Brother ; where I ſought 
a faithleſs Berenice, I found Berenice till conſtant, and Kill full of goodneſs to pardon 
me the injuries I have done her : And in ſhort, where I ſought my Death, I found my Life, 
but a Life happy beyond all my hopes, and a Life that makes me bleſs all my paſt affliti- 
ons, lince I ſee them brought to ſo ſweet, ſo glorious a concluſion. 
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d Hus did the Prince finiſh his long narration ; and his illuſtrious hearers, 
at the recital of his marvellous actions, remain'd in an altoniſhment, 
which for along time they could not expreſs otherwiſe than by their 
{ilence. They lookt a while upon one another, as if it had been mutu- 
ally to ask what judgment Arſaces was to expett of thoſe his wonders, 
aud in the end they broke forth altogether into an admiration of that 
Prince's whole Lite, and of all his particular Attions , extolling them 
| with praiſes which his modeſty could not ſuffer : Yet was he con- 
ſtrain'd to let paſs the firſt motions of thoſe generous perſons, who could not hold their 
peace, having ſo great and {o gallant a ſubject to diſcourſe of, After that confuſion was a 
jittle over, jand that a ſingle body could be heard ; The greatneſs of theſe ations ( ſaid 
Oroondates ) which the Prince my Brother hath related, has not at all ſurprized me ; for 
thoagh perchance they are above all, that the virtue of any man, without the help of for- 
tune, hath ever executed, yet are they not above the opinion I had conceiv'd of Prince 
Artaxerxes. The Gods have reſtored him to me, ( purſued he, giving that Prince moſt 
affetionate embraces ) and in reſtoring him contrary to my hopes, they have made known 
to men, what exact obſervers they are of their promiſes. The words of that Oracle, which 
we thought to be ſo obſcure, are now ſuſhciently explain'd, and in our latter ations we 
cannot be ignorant : That THE DEAD have BUILT THE FORTUNE OF 
THE LIVING, and that THE LIVING have labour'd for the REPOSE 
OF THE DEAD. While Oroondates LI VING defended Berenice againit the 
violence of Arſacomes, and deliver'd her out of his hands, . to reſtore her into thoſe of 
Prince Artaxerxes ; Artaxerxzes DEAD in the opinion of the World, fought alſo for 
Oroondates, and by the effects of his aſual Valour, freed the Queen his Siſter out of the 
power of Perdiccas. As the providence of the Gods in this encounter is wonderfull, ſo is 
the conjuncture of it likewiſe very ſtrange ; and by this happy beginning, I from the ſame 
Gods, and from this DE AD Prince they have raiſed again, expect the end of that feli- 
city they have promiſed us, with an undoubting confidence. They that heard Oroondates 
his words, after they had kept him company, in admiring ſo extraordinary an event, con- 
firmed him in his opinion, and were going to fall into a converſation, for which they 
wanted not matter ; when Arſaces,to whom Berenices adventures were unknown, and who 
was therein too mnch concerned to be ignorant of them any longer, delited her to favour 
him with that relation , and in that deſire he did but prevent Oroondates, who knew no 
more of them than he, and obliged the company, who long'd extremely to hear the faſt 
accidents of that Princeſſes Life. She ſaid not to be any longer entreated , but after 
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He whole day has been ſpent in Prince Artaxerxes his ſtory ; but mine ſhall be 6 
ſhort, that *cis not the length of it will make it tedious to you. 
I ſhall not need to tell you it was Arſacomes that carried me away, fince you are 
- certain enongh of that truth already ; I will only let you know, that 1 had paſſed 
part of that fatal night, in which he executed his perfidious reſolution, with Arſaces, Prince 
Carthalis my Uncle, and many other Perſons , and that after all were retired to their leve- 
ral Lodgings, 1 inſtead of going to Bed, ingag'd my ſelf in a long diſcourſe, whereio, 
though Cyllenia often delired me to go to Bed, we ſpent two or three hours ; it ſeem'd m 
evil deſtiny had ſo ordain'd, to give my Enewies the more facility to execute their delign 
or my good fortune, to hinder me from falling into their hands in an undecent manner, 
Our converſation at laſt was at an end, and we were beginning to undreſs us to go to Bed, 
when I ſaw my Chamber-door thruſt open, and ſeven or eight Armed men come in. You 
may well enongh imagine in what a fear I was, without my going about to repreſent it, 
therefore I will ouly tell you, that it was ſo great as it deprived me of all my ſtrength, and 
that I ſaw my ſelf in a mans arms, withour being able to reliſt him, and almoſt withour ha- 
ving the contidence to call Theomiris, and Cyllenia to my relief : Yet did I ſend forth loud 
cryes, when they took me out of my Chamber, which drew ſome of my Servants, who in- 
ſtead of reſcuing me, found their Death in the Swords of thoſe Barbarous men. They 
carried me down the back ſtairs, croſled through the Garden, and being got out at the hole 
they had made in the Wall, they put me by force into a Chariot, in which I was ſtayed for 
by two Men, and a Woman, and no ſooner was I in it, but three of thoſe Raviſhers placing 
themſelves by me, the reſt got on Horſe-back, and the Charioteer laſhing his Horſes,drove 
away as fait as poſſibly he could. I then fell preſently in a Swound, as one of greater cou- 
rage than I, might have done, and continued fo long init, that we were above three hun- 
dred furlongs from Ifſedon before I came to my ſelf again. I open'd not mine Eyes to re» 
cover light, the night was too full of darkneſs to afford any to a perſon blinded with griet, 
bur I recover'd my underſtandings to know the miſerable condition I then vas in, and I 
open'd my mouth to give m ſelf over to ſuch cryes, and ſuch complaints, as it was likely I 
ſhould make in ſuch a misfortune. I did all I could to throw my ſelf out of the Chariot, 
but I was held by very {trons men, who heard all my cryes, and all my imprecations, with- 
out giving me any anſwer ; nor did I hear any other Voice, ſave that of tne Woman, who 
was in tue Chariot with me, and who endeavour'd to comfort me by diſcourſes, to which 1 
tent no manner of attention. In the mean time the Chariot went on with an incredible 
ſwiftne(s, and at break of Day we came to a place where they took freſh Horſes. Aria- 
comes, during the time he had to prepare for his deſign, had been carefull to make them be 
laid at every three hundred furlongs through all the way he meant to go, judging it requi- 
lite to uſe all poſſible ſpeed, to eſcape thoſe that would be ſent in purſuit of him. He had 
alfo furniſh'd himſelf with very skiltull guides, and ſuch as were well acquainted with all the 
by-ways, through which they led him, hardly ever coming into any Inhabited place ; you 
know that's a very ealie thing in Scythia, where the way lies open over all the Field, and 
where there is neither ditch nor wall to hinder one. The freſh Horſes expeRted our paflage 
in Woods, or in By-houſes known to our guides ; and by this order, which was obſerv'd 
chrough all our journey, Arſacomes found as muck facility as he conld wiſh to get t0 
Byzantium , whither he jntended to retreat, and whither he had ſent a man to delire pro” 
tetion, knowing he could make no abode, nor find any ſafety in any of my Fathers terr.- 
tories. This knowledge had made him reſolve to retire among the Enemies of Scythia, and 
he had perſwaded the Lieutenant of Thrace, Zopirio's ſaccetfour, to receive and protet 
him, baving promiſed to raiſe a party in Scythia, that might be powerfull enough to take 
revenge 
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revense for the defeat of his predeceſlor, I have thought fit to inform you of theſe things 
in a few words, before I tell the beginning ot my Voyaze ; and now I will ler you know, ' 
that after rhe relt of thar firlt night was pait, 1, by the lighr of che approaching day, per- 
ceived my ſelfin Arfacomes his arms, and knew the tace of my enemy, who, till thei,had 
not diſcover's himſelf, nor had ever open'd his mouth to interrupt the lamenrations I had 
made, I leara'd noching by that {igat, which was not known to me already, by all may= 
ner of probavility ; yet © 21al4 I not forbear to break into'a greater ſorrow than before, 
and my aver{ion to that infolent man, being increaſed, as you may imagine, by this laſt 
offence, made his preſence inſ:1yportcable to me. Another woman, traniported as I was, 
would have flown immed:ately ac his face, and would have employ'd her hands, and all 
the arm that nature Lath given us, to take reveiige upon ſo cruel an enemy, or elſe to 
exaſperate his anger ; but I am not of ſo violent a nature, and therefore left that onely to 
my cries and tears, which I could not hope for from my forces. Traytor, ( faid 1, burlt- 
ins forth into rears) Traytor to thy King, to thy Country, and to taine honour, is it 
thus thou uſeſt the Daughter of thy Sovereign ? and a Priaceſs, to whom thou didit pro- 
feſs thy ſelf ry'd by other duties than thoſe of her birch 2 are theſe che brave effects of 
that palLon which had made thee not to know thy ſelf, and of thar love which raiſed thy 
eſumptuous thoughts ſo high ? 1s it poſſible ir ſhould make thee itoop to lo black, ſo 
meful a treachery? doelt thou think this infidelity to thy King, and to a King who 
has ſo particularly ovlig'd thee, can remain unpunſhed 2 And cant thou believe thau 
ſhalt eſcape che juſtice of the Gods, thoagh thoa fave thy ſelf from that of men ? 
I aid a great deal more to him, and poured forth reproaches, which lie hearkened toy 
without interrupting me ; But when I was a little ſettled, or at leait, when bein 
tyr'd wich long ſpeaking, and tormenting my ſelf, 1 was conttrain'd to hold my peace, ow, 
take breath ; Madam, ( ſaid he ) I woald find a great geal of juſtice in your reproaches, 
and ſhould condemn this laſt a&tion of mine, it I had done itin a leſs extremity tuan that 
you had reduc'd me to, and if a ſervice of eight years, and a ſervice paid with as much 
reſpect and ſubmiſſion as you could delire; were not enough to juſtific this effect of my de- 
ſpar. So long as I had any hope, you never ſaw me abuſe the Kings favour toward mez 
nor licence my ſelf to any liberty that could diſpleaſe you; but when 1 lolt my hopes; 
both by your cruel obſtinacy, and the - King's diſhonourable change, I to extream 
misfortunes apply'd remedies of the ſame nature, and would not leave unto tny rival 
what was due to me, both by my ſervices, and by the King your Father's promiſe. In 
ſhorc, Madam, I hqgve done nothing that I can juſtly repent of, nor for which I oushrt to 
fear any reproach, and rather than leave you to my rival, I woald not only have pol- 
led you out of the King's own arms, but would even have facrific'd himſelf to my law- 
ful reſeutments, have made the whole Kingdome periſh, and have fer all Scythia on 
fire, if it had been in my power. Ah ! thou unworthy man (replied I) if thou couldſt 
not endure to leave me inthe hands of thy rival, thou ſhouldelt have pulled tne out of 
them, as once he pull'd me out of thine ; thou ſhouldfſt have iindertakea tiat againſt him 
alone, which he undertook againſt thee at the head of thine Aytny ; and thou ſhouldeſt 
have diſputed me like a Prince, and like a valiant man, as he is, lince thou krneweſt he 
never would have refuſed thoſe occalions. I would willingly have made uſe of them, 
(ſaid Arſacomes ) if they conld have been any advantage to my paſſion, and as va- 
liant, and as fortunate as Arſaces is, he never ſaw me run away from him, nor 4id 
the Scythians ever ſee Arſacomes turn his back in the greatelt dangers ; but it T had 
fought with Arſaces, Berenice would not have been the prize of my victory, fince the 
Kings injuſtice had otherwiſe diſpoſed of her ; and that by his expreſs command, - he 
had utterly extringaiſh'd all my hopes : By taking that courſe, thb1gh I might have 
reveng'd my ſelf upon mine enemy, I had not obtained my Princeſs ; bt by this 
I have followed, Berenice is mine, and Arſaces is more cruelly puniſhed; than if 
I had given him a rhoaſand deaths. Berenice thine ? ( cry'd I, intertupting him ) Bere- 
nice thine? Ah ! never hope it, and lince thou haſt ſeen her-reliſt her Fibers will, while 
be was ſo far blinded as to favour thee, and while thoa wert leſs criminal than now 
thougrt, be certain that ſhe knows well enoagh how to defend her ſelf by her death, 
iaialt thy violence, and againlt thy perſecutions, and that ſo long as ſhe lives, ſhe will 
never 


662 CASSANDReA. Parr. IV. 


never look upon thee as other than a monſter, and as an enemy, black with the baſelt of 
all crimes. Time, ( replied Arſacomes) and the continuation of my reſpe&s, will 


without doubt, abate your unjuſt anger, and you will ceaſe to hate me, when you come * 
to conſider, that 'tisthe exceſs of my love which forces me to diſpleaſe you, im raking ' 


you away from a rival more fortunate than I am ; but which ſhall never make me 
0 beyond the limits of that reſpect I owe you, and which ſhall ever leave yoa the fame 
' Empire over me, you had in the Court of the King your Father. By theſe words Ar- 
ſacomes trove to appeaſe and comfort me, but all his endeavours were to no purpoſe, 
and as often as he opened his mouth to ſpeak to me, he receiv'd no other anſwer bur 
reproaches and imprecations, I continued almoſt two whole dayes before I would 
eat any thing in the world, and certainly, I ſhould have killed my ſelf with hunger, 
rather than have fram'd my ſelf to live with my cruel Enemies, if I had not hop'd I 
ſhould be retain'd, andif I had not expe&ted marvellous effefts from Arſaces for my 
deliverance. Arſacomes, to uſe me with more decency, and not to keep a Princeſs 
of my quality alone, among a great many men, had taken care, as I have told you, to 
provide a woman to ferve me. I knew her well enough, having ſeen her often with the 
Princeſs of the Ifſedons, Arſacomes his 1iother ; but though ſhe did me all the ſervice 
ſhe was able, with a great deal of canning, and, in ſhew, with a great deal of affe- 
Rion, I could not receive it but as from my mortal enemy, and whereſoever I look'd 
npon her, the remembrance of Theomiris and Cyllenia, whoſe conſolations would 
have been ſo ſweet to me in that condition, drew new tears from my eyes, andnew 
ſighs from my aflited heart. Alas ! how often did I name Arſaces? and how often 
did I call him unprofitably to my aſſiſtance ? I made no difficulty at all of it before Ar- 
ſacomes himſelf, and I (o little fear'd to diſpleaſe him, that I never uſed any conſtraint 
upon my ſelf ro ſmother my juſt reſgitments. His whole train conliſted of ten men, whom 
he had choſen amonelt thoſe that were molt faithful to him, three of which were in the 
Chariot with us, and the reſt follow'd it on horſeback ; he,of whom he made moſt account, 
was Aſtyages, the wickedelt of all men living, and one, who having left his country where 
he was born, for many crimes he had committed, and particularly, for the death of his 
Brother, which he bad cauſed by his miſchievous pratices, had taken refuge in Scythia, 
where he had found a retreat with Arſacomes, during the time he was in favour. "Twas 


he who had diſcovered Arſaces, and who, remembring the face of Artaxerxes, whom he £' 


had often ſeen in the Court of the King his father, had more conſidered the recompences 
he hoped for from Arſacomes, than the fidelity he owef{ to his lawful Prince, and after 
he had told him of it, went, by his orders,tothe King, declared the truth of Arſaces's birth 
to him, took upon him to know the intentions that had brought him into Scythia, and 
by his diſcourſe, made thoſe cruel impreſſions in the Kings mind, which afterwards cauſed 
ſo many diſorders. He, after Arſaces his return, and his reconciliation with the King, had 
fetir*d to one of Arſacomes his houſes, not being able to look on the face of his Prince, 
whom he had betray'd ; but from the time Arſacomes left the Court, he had been with 
him again, and, by his perſwalions, had ſtrengthen'd hint in his wicked intention, and had 
counſell'd him to go to Byzantium, where, by means of his acquaintance, he aflur'd 
him of a ſafe retreat, *Twas that wicked fellow that perſecuted me more than all the reſt, 
and thinking thereby to gain himſelf more favour with Arſacomes, he wrought ſuch an 
averſion in me; that I was not able to endure him. I will not trouble you with the diſ- 
gourſes we had by the,way; and you ſhall onely know that we arriv'd at Byzantium 
without any hinderance. Eurimedon was Lieutenantethere for Alexander, under Prince 
Lylimachus, who was Vice-Roy of Thrace, but he being abſent with the King, Eurimedon 
was abſolute in Ie and in the Boſphorus ; afloon as he heard of Arſacomes his arri- 


yal, he receiv'd hin a very obliging manner, and, by word of mouth, confirm'd what- 
foever he had promIF'd to his meſſenger ; I was ever well lodg'd, and Eurimedon having 
taken care to furniſh me with other women, I was ſerv'd as well as I could have delir'd, 
f it had not been by my enemies. Arſacomes daily employ'd all his eloquence, and all his 
cunning, to work upon me, he bethought himſelf of all the Submiſkons whereby an ex- 
aſperared mind could be appeaſed, and made no difficulty of ſuffering any thing, cept 
the propolition of my return, and of my liberty, The impudent ah ſollicited me 
, every 
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every day to favour him; and perſwaded me, that in the condition I then wis, nothing 
could be of greater advantage to me than ro marry Arſacomes ; he told me it was nor 
my belt courſe to drive a Prince into deſpair , who 4d power to do what he pleaſed him- 
ſelf, and that a Lover reduc'd to the laf extremities was capable of doing any thing : But 
I repulſed that perfidious man with ſuch words, As; if he had had any ſhame in him, would 
have ſerv'd his turn for ever; Eurimedon himſelf at firſt ſpake for Arſacomes with a 
great deal of earneſtneſs, and ſtrove to win me to an opinion, that I ſhould nor be unfor- 
finate with a Prince that adored me, and in whoſe favour he offer'd me his proteRion a 
ainſt all Enemies whatſoever, and part of Alexanders forces againſt Arſaces, and againſt 
the King my Father, if he diſapprov'd my change. He endeavour'd alſo to comfort me 
in my | Hd by all manner of civility, but when he found me inflexible, and not to be 
comforted, he ceaſed to trouble me any more. I for a while believ'd, chat the cotnpaſſi- 
6n he had of my misfortune, or the reſpett he had of my perſon, had made him coolet 
towards Arſacomes , and with that conceit, I indur'd his company more willingly thari 
before ; but within a litcle after, I perceiv'd that alteration proceeded from another cauſe; 
and by his looks, and by all his ations, I found that his own intereſts had made him for- 
ger thoſe of Arſacomes. In brief, by an effect of my deſtiny either good or bad, Eurime- 
don fell in love with me, and I ſaw my ſelf expoſed, by my cruel fortune, to ſuffer the af- 
fetion of 4 man of meaner birth, and of meaner quality than Arſacomes. He for ſvme 
dayes ſpoke nothing to me of his paſſion, but in ambiguous terms, yet within a while after, 
the power he ſaw he had, made him grow inſolent , and not only took away all 
the reſpe& he had born to my quality, but alſo the conlideration he had of Arſacomes, 
and the promiſe he had pom him. The firſt time he explain'd himſelf to me, 
was after a diſcourſe we had of my misfortunes , and having quietly hearken'd to the 
complaints I made : Madam, ( ſaid he) you are not ſo unfortunate as you believe, and if 
ou were but of an humour to diſcern thoſe perſons that have an ambition to ſerve you; 
om thoſe that have offended you, your miſeries would not be of any long continuance, 
Theſe words, into the meaning whereof I did not dive at firſt, gave me ſome glimpſe of 
hope , and being deſirous to keep the good will of a man who had power to oblige me ; 
Donot doubt Eurimedon, ( ſaid I) but that I am as ſealible of courtelies, as I can be 
of injuries , nor but that I would fully acknowledge thaſe 1 ſhould teceive froni 
Virtuous perſons; If it be fo, (replied he ) Eurimedon will be the happieſt Mani in 
the world , and you ſhall not be the moſt unfortunate Princeſs. I know whatI owe to 
Arſacomes, and to the laws of Hoſpitality ; but alſo know what1 owe to Berenice, and 
tomy ſelf ; and though I ſhould commit a fault, that paſſion wherewich Arſacomes co- 
vers his, may more reaſonably excuſe thoſe of Eurimedon. Theſe words, wherein there no 
longer was any ambiguity, cauſed a difdain in me which I cannot expreſs, and if Eurime- 
don look'd then upon my face, I am confident he ſaw it over-ſpread with a colour that 
wasnot ordinary. Go Eurimedon, ( ſaid I) go declare your paſſion to others than the 
Daughter of the King of Scyrhia, and redouble not by your inſolence the afflitions of a 
Princes, whom you ought not to behold but with reſpe&t, Though Eurimedon was daſh'd 
at this reply, yer would he have ſpoken again, but I gave him not the leiſure , for going 
away without ſo much as caſting an Eye toward him, I ſhut my ſelf up into my Cloſer. 
Imagine the complaints I made after this laſt efte& of my misfortune ; and ſpare me the 
pains of repeating them ; *rwas not without a very ſenſible diſcontent that I conſider'd 
that new conqueſt , nor was it without a great many tears that I look'd upon the miſery 
of my condition , which forc'd me to receive declarations of love from a man of Euri- 
medon's birth. Ah ! Artaxerxes, ( ſaid I) what an unworthy Rival has my hard fate pro- 
cur'd thee 2 and how much thou wouldit be aſham'd, if thou knewſt my miſery, to have 
a perty Lieutenant of a Province, thy competitour in affeion, to whom a hundred 
Provinces, and ten thouſand Subjets more conliderable than tial ought to yield 
obedience.. This remembrance made Eurimedon more odious to me than Arſacomes, 
and though according to the rules of Prudence, I ought perchance to have diflembled 
with him, to get by his means out of the power of Arſacomes, my fear of falling into 
worſe hands than his, ſed that ſubtilry, or rather I had not command enough over 
my ſelf, to make my relentments give way to that conſideration. I therefore — * 
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diſcorirſe with Eurimedon, as carefully as with Arſacomes , yet for all I ſhunn'd him, I 
could not keep him off, but growing more inflam'd by that reliftance, he omitted nothing 
that could advantage his detign ; and having found me one day alone at my Cloſet- 
window, whither he came to me ſo ſuddenly, that I had not time to get away : Madam R 
(ſaid he ) it is in your own power to be at liberty, and ſoveraign in Byzantium ; and if.you 
did not diſdain my ſervices, and my perſon, I would quickly revenge, and tree you from 
the tyranny of Arſacomes. Although I hated Arſacomes, as you well may judge, I con- 
fe(s I abhorr'd the falſeneſs of Enrimedon, who voluntarily ofter'd to betray a man that 
had truſted him with his Life, and with that which was deareit ro him. This knowledge 
made me hate him, and deſpiſe him the more ; but thinking I ſhould be unwiſe to negle& 
the means of recovering my liberty. If you will ſerve, Berenice, ( ſaid I) as virtue ovliges 
you to do, the Gods will recompence ſo good an action, and the King my Father will 
neither want power, nor will to acknowledge ir, 1 delire nothing but Berenice, ( replied 
he) for the price of her liberty, and for a leſs recompence than that, I would not under- 
take a thing which in appearance is worthy to be condemin'd. Perchance I am not ſo deſ- 
picable as you believe ; for though the Gotls have not made me owner of a Crown, I am 
allied to thoſe that are, and I ſerve a Matter from whom I may poſſibly hope for one, 
Serve that malter then in that hope, ( ſaid 1, being extremely vext) but never ſerve ſuch a 
miſtriſs as Berenice, with hope of a recompence that is too far above you, With theſe 
words I left him, and thongh he follow'd me to proſecute that diſcourſe, I no longer 
would afford him any attention. He was not at all the colder for my diſdain, but his paſſ- 
on rather increaſing, to my misfortune , He every day gave me ſo many ligns of its 
violence , that I had a great deal of reaſon to tear it might make him at laſt abuſe 
his power, He began nor long after to threaten me with it , or at leaſt to make me 
know by his diſcourſe, thac I ſhould nor do well to drive a man into deſpair, who was 
able to do whatſoever he would, and that perhaps he conld not always continue ſo much 
maſter of himſelf, as he had been {ince the beginning of his Love ; and in the end it 
blinded him ſo far, that loling all manner of diſcretion, it came at lait to the knowledge 
of Arſacomes. He was moſt violently tranſported when he perceiv'd it, and as ſoon as 
that belief was ſettled in his mind, rage and indignation entred ſo powerfully with it, 
that he was ready to $o and kill Eurimedon, though he ſaw his infallible ruine in that 
Attion ; Aﬀtiages diflwaded him from that furious reſolution » and if his words were 
not able” to moderate that fury, they at leaſt wrought ſo far as to make him hearken to 
leſs deſperate Propoſitions. Neither of them doubted but -that there was a neceſſity of 
leaving Byzantium, and of ſeeking a ſafer retreat otherwhere ; but they were a long time 
ere they could think of one , and that uncertainty kept them for ſome dayes in a very 
great trouble. In the end, Aſtiages thought he had light upon what they ſtudied for, and 
made a motion to Arſacomes, which he gave ear to, it not being withont ſome ground of 
reaſon ; Sir, ( ſaid he) ſince you can find no ſafety in Scythia, nor with any of the 
neighbouring Princes, whom the conſideration of Matheus would hinder from prote&- 
ing. you , make your retreat to Alexander, he js no friend to the King of Scythia, havins 
loft two Artnies, and two Generals againit him, and without doubt nothing but his great 
imployments have made him defer the delign he has to invade his Territories ; if you re- 
tire to him, and let him know, that by the credit, and by the intelligence you hold in Scy- 
thia, you can facilitate his conqueſt of it , he not only will hearken to your Propolition, 
and receive you very favourably, but will conlider you-as a Prince, uſefull to the ausmen- 
tation of his greatneſs , and protec you againft the King of Scythia, and againtt all Ene- 
mies whatſoever. Moreover, when he ſhall hear that your rival is the ſon of Darius,whoſe 
Empire he now 1s © | of , and who, while he is alive, may trouble him in that poſleſſi- 


on ; you need not q\MWion but he will help you againſt him with all his power, and uſe all 
the ſtrength he has (uine him. Having Alexanders aſſiſtance and proteRion, there is 
nothing any more to be fear'd , for your chiefeſt Enemies will be too weak to hurt you, 
when once you are ſo powerfully ſupported ; he readily will give you Berenice, and if to 
the intereſt of your love, you delire to joyn that of your revenge, you may ask him 
juſtice againſt Eurimedon's infidelity. Arſacomes approv'd ſo well of this counſel of 
Aﬀtiages, that he immediately reſolv'd to follow it, and after baving a thouſand n_ a” 
rac 
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brac'd the giver of it , they began to deliberate what courſe they ſhoald take to eſcape 
from Byzantium, not doubting, bur if Eurimedon ſhould ſuſpect their intent, his love 
would make 1m oppoſe my departure, and perhaps thruſt him upon worſe reſolutions. 
When they had loug conſulted, they at laſt agreed, that Aſtiages, by a conlideravle ſum 
of Money, ſhoald gain the Matter of one of thoſe Barques, that uſe to carry perſons over 
che paſs at Byzantium, that afrer having won him to lus devotion, he in the night ſhoutd 
carry over the Chariot, aud the Horſes that had brought us, which ſhould te lefr 0 the 
other lide the water, under the cuſtody of ſome of his Servants, and that the next nighr 
following, they ſhould get me out of my Lodging, to go over altogether in the ſame 
Barque. They found no great difhculty in this delign, becaute Evrimedon miltrutted no- 


. thing, and becauſe 1 ever had the liberty tfigo abroad whitherſoever Arſacomes would ; 


belides, by reaſon of the tranquility they were in at that time, there was no Guard kept 
either at che Gates, or Haven, fo that if Enrimedon were advertifed of their enter- 
priſe, it was not ealie for him to prevent it. Aſtiages went away immediately about its 
and had as fortunate ſucceſs as he could wiſh , that very day he gain'd the Maſter of a 
Barque by a conliderable Preſent, and havirig diſpoſed him to all that he delir'd, heat 
nighe ſent the Chariot over, and the Horſes, which he truſted to the care of three of At- 
ſacomes his Servants, who by his directions ſet them up in one of thoſe Houſes, that are 
about fifty furlongs from the little Town, on this lide of the water. Arfacomes paſſed 
the next day in a great deal of fear and impatiency , and when night was come, Eurime- 
don and he ftaid in my Chamber till the hour Iwas wont to retire ; then they both wirh- 
drew together, but Eurimedon went to his Lodging, and -Arſacomes, having walk'd two 
or three turns in my Gallery, came again into my Chamber with Aſtiages ; his return 
cauſed ſome apprehenſion in me, not being uſed to ſee him come back at ſuch an hour ; 
but he quickly put me out of doubt, and coming to me with ſomething a troubled coun- 
tenance : Madam, (ſaid he) all your Servants are not fo full of reſpec as Arſacomes , for 
though the power my fortune has givea me, has not made me forgerfull of that I owe you, 
Eurimedon cannot ſay the ſame ; he is reſolv'd, Madam, to take that by violence, which 
he bas not been able to obtain by perſwalion, and-if you ſtay here bur'a day longer, you'l 
feel the effects of that autuority you now are under. I know 1 ſhall dye in your defeace, 
but my death will not be able to ſecure you ; therefore I had rather give up all my hopes, 
and carry you back to the King your Father, than leave you to the mercy of this fairhleſs 
man, D.flemblins Arſacomes had coined this invention, for tear I ſhould cry out, or 
make any noiſe when he ſhould take me out of my Chamber ; and the probability I 
found in wuaat he ſaid, by the knowledge I had of Eurimedon's paſſion, made me 1mme- 
diately believe him. I praiſed the Gods for putting him into ſo good a mind, and look- 
ing upon him with a countenance very difterent from what I ordinarily afforded him 
If it be true ( ſaid I) that you will rettore me to the King my Father, nor only he and I 
will pardon you the faults you have committed againit us , but you will recover the ſame 
place in his affection you heretofore injoyn'd, and ſhall obtain as great an one in my ac- 
knowledgement, and in my eſteem, as you in reaſon can delire. I am fully refolv'd np- 
on'r, ( replied Arſacomes ) and though I knew you were left to me for ever, I had rather 
loſe you by doing you Service, than abandon you to treacherous Eurimedon. But, Ma- 
dam, ( continued he) we muſt fly without any longer delay , for if we ler paſs this night, 
without imploying ir to ſave you, there will be no poſſibility to do it to norrow. 1am 
ready, Arſacomes, (replied I) nor ſhall I beleſs joy'd toeſcape the tyranny of Eurime- 
don, than to return to the King my Father. We muſt away then inſtantly, ( ſaid he) all 
things are prepar'd for our departure, aud wait for us atthe Gate of the City. There 
was no body in my Chamber at that time, but the woman that came along with me out 
of Scythia , for I had ſent away thoſe Eurimedon had put ro me. Wherefore ſeeing I had 

ee paſlage out, I joyfully laid hold of that occaſion to ſave my ſelf, and not being 
frighted with the night, which might have cauſed ſome apprehenſion in me, I gave Arſa- 
comes my hand more willingly than ever I had done in all my Life , and 1& my ſelf be 
guided by him without any Torch, ſince in the deſign we had, darkneſs was more favour- 
able to us than light. We got out of the Houſe without any hinderance, and went a 
toot till we came to the Haven, 1 was ſo little acquainted with the fireers, that I never 
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perceived my errour ; but when I ſaw my ſelf at the water (ide, and that Arſacomes took 
me in his arms to carry mg into the Bark that ſtaid expeRting us, I found I had been ge- 
ceiv'd, and recalling my firſt reſentments againſt Arſacomes. Ah ! Traitor, (cry'd I) 
how much was I to blame, -to believe thou couldit be capable of any virtuous motion, and 
* how” fooliſh I was to give credit to the words of ſuch a fairhleſs man ? Thou hadft found 
'a friendof Eurimedon very like thy ſelf, but lince I was to periſh by the infidelity of one 
of you, thou ſhouldit have ler me dye at Byzantium, without drawing out my misfox- 
tunes longer by thy perfidiouſneſs. Arlacomes received theſe words, as he was fyont 
'to do thoſe he had ordinarily from me , and received that loſs of -my hopes with 
"ant afflition that was like to have brought me to my Grave. In the mean time 
our Bark, put off from the Shore , aud githin a while after came to the other (ide, 
'T was taken'out of .it in ſpight of all my complaints , and put into the Chariot that 
waited for us ; we had no freſh Horſes to change, and therefore were fain to travel more 
flawly than we had done in Scythia , 'and indeed there was not ſo much.danger for Arſz- 
comes art{.-his crew, becauſe the ſecond day we got out of Eurimedon's juriſdiction, 1 
was in eternal lamentations all the way, my tears run down incetlantly , andin whatſo« 
"ever Arſacomes ſaid zo comfort me, I full, found new matter of atfliction, Within a few 
days, I leara'd that Arſacomes. his purpoſe: was to retire to Alexander ; and as he had 
; found ſome probadbilities of ſettling his tortune by that celign , 1 alſo tound ſome hope of 
conſolation in it. I knew that Alexander, was a generous Prince, an Enemy to thoſe 
that were Traitors to their. Princes, as he_had ſhewed in puniſhing Beſlus ; that he had 
a great deal of conſideration of -Perſons of my ſenſe, and quality ; and moreover, that he 
had married Scatira, to whom my Brother. had been extreamly dear , and who was the 
"Siſter of Attaxerxes, to whom I was ſo; and fromwhom they had taken me away ; I hoped 
' that by diſcovering my ſelf to that great. Queen, by giving her the relation of her Bro- 
thers life, and by ſetting her know how mnchihe was concerned in my loſs, I ſhould make 
her take ſo much intereſt in my Fortune, as to grant me her proteRtion, and to procure 
the King her Husbands, This thought did ſomething allay my diſcontents, and gave me 
'Nrength to go through that: journey. -We, overcame it without any other trous 
bles; ſave thoſe of my afflicted mind , and we crofled through Provinces, and ſaw Towns, 
Whoſe names I know not. At laſt we arrived in this Countrey , but at our arrival, we 
heard that Alexander was dead the day before, which news deprived Arſacomes of all his 
hopes, and put him to think upon other reſolutions. - He would not go to Babylon, 
which he heard was 1n great troubles, by the conteſtations that aroſe vpon the death of 
Alexander ; but Aſtiages, who was in his own Countrey, provided a place for him to re- 
tire to , and brought usto the Houſe of a Coulin of his, not above a hundred furlongs 
from this place, and about fifteen or twenty, from the Euphrates ; we were very well 
received there by the Maſter of the Houſe, who ſhewed an exceſs of joy to Aſtiages for 
his return, and for his Friends ſake offer'd Arſacomes all the ſervices he could delire of him. 
His Houſe was very well built, and ſtrong enough to make ſome reliſtance in it ; beſide, 
it was far from any High-way, encompaſled with Woods, and very little in (ight ; we ſpent 
ſome dayes there with conveniency enough to my Perſecutors, but with to great a ſad- 
neſs to me, as was like to have put an end toall my miſeries with my Life. Ah 1 Arſaces, 
how often did I complain of you, when I ſaw my ſelf deprived of the relief I had expected 
from you? and then again, how often did I excuſe you, when I remembred the order Ar- 
ſacomes had taken in $cythia, to keep you from knowing whither we were gone ? Then 
from the complaints I had made againſt you, I fell into lamentations for you , and not 
doubting but that you loved me well enough to ſeek after me ; 1 could not think of the 
grief my loſs had cauſed in you, without becoming as ſenlible of your ſorrow as of mine 
own. * 1 had paſſed ſome dayes in theſe affliions , when opportunity made me under- 
take a thing above nfy ordinary courage. The knowledge Arſacomes had, that I was of 
no very adyenturous hutiour, made him leſs carefull in keeping me, than he had been 
when firſt he took me , and ſeeing me now in a ſtrange Countrey, where I knew no 
creature in the world, he left me atgreater liberty than before. The ſeaſon then was very 
hor, and being got up one Morning before day, te take the cool air at a window that 
look'd into the ies » I ſtood there for a while muling upon my ſtrange —_— 
ur 
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but ſcarce had the firſt beam of the approaching light diſcover'd the proſpeR of the 
Field, whea tbar light made me think upon my liberty. That window was low enough to 
lip down into che Gardeu, by t ing my Sheets to the Bar of it, and I knew there was 4 
Gate which gave pallage out of tae Garden into the next Wood, and which was faſten'd 
oaly with a Bolt on the inlide- :1:Then I believed, chat if by that means T could get forth, 
] ſhould find ſome way to-get.to Babylon, where I might addrefs my ſelf -ro Queen Sta- 
tira, at whoſe feet I hoped ro-meet a Santuary. This thought was hardly come into my 
mind, when I reſolved to put it in execution; knowing, that it I ſhould be taken-again, my 
condition could not be worſe than it was already. The woman that came out of Scythia 
with me, lay in my Chamber, bar ſhe was then aſleep, avd uſed always ro fleep ſo ſoundly, 
that one could not waken her' without a very great noiſe ; that aflurance made me much 
tie bolder, and fo going to my Bed-lide as ſoftly as polſibly I could, I got me ready in 
haſte, aud takin3 my Sheets, .tied them to ane another, aud having faſten'd chem to the 
Window, the deure of liberry ſhut up my Eyes to all manner of danger. I skip'd down 
into the Garden, as happily as I had contriv'd, and being gotten out, I put my ſelf, though 
not without extream fear, into the firtt path ] met, hoping I ſhould quickly find ſome 
body or other, that might dire& me the way to Babylon. 1 had chrown my Vail over 
my Face , and though I trembled exccedingly for the danger I was in of making ſome ill 
encounter, yet did I go ſo faſt, that I preſently got a good way trom the Houſe, and my 
Lezss little accultomed to ſuch journeye, were extreamly tyred, and itood in need of reſt 
to carry me further. I was conltrain'd theretore to lit down under certain Trees, where 
while I endeavoured to unweary my body, my mind was perplext with tetrible diſquiets ; 
my fear then began to make me ſee the greatneſs, and diffculry of the bulinefs I had un- 
dertaken , 1 conlidered the dangers into which a Maid all alone, and a Maid apparell'd 
in 4 habir rich enough to be obſerv'd, might fall as well in the remainder of the way I had 
to g0, as at my entring into the Town, before I could ger unto the Queen, _ But all the 
evils my fear could repreſent, ſeem'd leſs to me than that I fled trom , nox did I know any 
ril ſo great, into which I would not have calt my ſelf, to eſcape the hands of my cruel 
emy. That delire renew'd my ſtrength , and I roſe up again with.a delign to think 
no more of reſting till I came to Babylon. I had met with no body to learn the way, but 
IGEw the Euphrates within a hundred paces, and knowing it itood upon that River, I re- 
folved to follow the Bank of it ata little diſtance , nor had I walk'd very long, when I did- 
covered the Towers of that ſtately Ciry. My hopes were redoubled by tbar t1ght , but 
alas, they were cruelly deceiv'd , for when I had not above eight or ten furlongs more to 
80, I heard a noiſe behind me, and turning my head in a marvellous fright, 1 ſaw Arſacomes 
riding after me as falt as ever he could, it was the day he killed Arſaces his Horſe, and 'twas 
after me he was running, when he met« Arſaces, and Lylimachus by the River.lide, and by 
that encounter interrupted their converſation. Judge it you pleaſe of the exceſs of my 
orief, at that cruel loſs of the hope I had conceiv'd , and exempt me trom repeating 
the complaints I made, and the reproaches of Arſacomes. He took me in his arms with- 
out alighting, and lifring me with a great deal of ftreagth, ſet me before him upon his 
Horſe, and Gallopp'd back toward the Houſe from whence I was flying, but he followed not 
the bank of the River, for fear of ſome encounter that might ſtop him , and preſently af- 
ter having met Aſtiages, who was Riding after him, he did not want a guide to find the 
way, My ungratefull fugitive, ( ſaid he ro me) you ſee the Gods have not approved your 
flight, tince they have ſo little favour'dit , and you may- judge by the little care they - 
bave taken to deliver you out of my hands, how much they blame and condemn 
your cruelties. I was ſo dejeRted with my grief, and fo tired with my journey, that I had 
hardly ſtrength to give him any anſwer ; and if I reply'd ſometimes to what he ſaid, *twas 
only with a few interrupted words, whereby my reſentments expreſleg themſelves better 
taan by any other kind of diſcourſe ; In ſhort, I was brousht again to that Houſe, or ra- 
ther to that cruel Priſon, where I {ince have paſſed ſo many wretched dayes. Arſacomes 
being exaſperated by this accident, and by the unlucky miſchance of Alexanders death, 
which deprived him of the hope of that retreat and proteQtion che had expected from him, 
but more by the pernicious counſels of Aſtiages, who incited him continually to make uſe 
of his power, and who could not forbear, even in my preſence, to blame the remainder 
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of that reſpe& he ſtill had toward me, began to uſe me otherwiſe than he had done for- 
merly, and made me ſee by all his a&tions, that I had cauſe to fear the higheſt outrages 
from him, if the Gods ſuffered me to be much longer in his hands. This fear compell'd me 
to diſſemble with him, and I ofrendiſarm'd his tury by a teigned compliance. But Altyages, 
who being leſs prepoſſefied than he, diſcover'd my intention better, preſfled him every 
day to ſeek wayes to ſatisfie himſelf, and by his follicitations corrupted him fo far, that ig 
the end Arſacomes forgot who I was, and no longer knowing me to be Berenice, whom he 
was wont to behold with ſo much ſubmiſſion, ran on to that cruel reſolution, which was di- 
verted by the affiltance of the Gods, and by the valour of the Prince my Brother, whom 
they miraculouſly ſent to my relief. | 

The Princeſs made a pauſe at theſe words, and left the Princes matter eno1gh to enter- 
tain themſelves with the events ſhe had related ; Lylimachus told her the diſcourſe he had 
heard in the wood between Arſacomes and Aﬀtyages ; bur. ſcarce had ſhe taken a little 
breath, whea ſhe was ſollicited by the Princes, and by the Amazon Queen, to let then 
alſo hear her lalt adventures, and being willing to give them that ſatisfaftion, ſhe went 
on tlius : 

You have been informed by Hippolita, that it was the encounter of a litter that made 
me leave her, but ſhe could not tell you, that he whom 1 ſaw lying in it, was Arſaces, who, 
accordins to what I gueſs by his Narratioi, was then removing to Babylon ; his paleneſs 
cold not hinder me from knowing him, and after what you now have heard of his life, 
you cannot be ignorant of the motions which were ſtirr'd up in me by that (ſight, yer 
could it not have perſwaded me, brother, to leave you in the condition you then were; but 
I believed | could do' no leſs than uſe my endeavours to ſee Arſaces again, and to ſhew 
him Berenice, whom he ſought, and the finding of whom would put an end to all his wan- 
drings ; this was my onely intention, and when I followed ths litter, 'twas with a hope 
to overtake it. quickly, ſeeing it went but very {lowly, and tocome back to my Brother 
a2ain within a little while, as I had done, but for the hindrance I met withall, and then 1 
had ſpar'd you both the blond which you have mutually ſhed. I walk'd as faſt as I was 
able, leaning npon Alcione's arm, when I untorrunately mer with five or {ix Horſemen, 
who preſently lurrounded us, and having cry'd that I was Berenice, they leap'd from their 
horſes, and putting tp the Beavers of their Helmets, no longer conceal'd their faces from 
me. The firit I calt my eyes upon was that villain Aﬀtyages, and by him, with an incom- 
prehenlible Amazement, I ſaw Eurimedon. Eurimedon, the Lieutenant of Thrace, from 
whoſe perſecutions I had fled with Arſacomes, and whoſe preſence was yet leſs ſupportable 
to me than his. To inſtru& you by. what encounter he was then with Aﬀtyages, you ſhall 
know that after my departure, his love to me had made him leave Byzantinm, and not 
carins to loſe his fortune to obtain me, he had ſubſtituted his Brother in his command, 
and with a sreater number of men then Arſacomes had, was come in purſuit of us, with a 
reſolution to kill Arſacomes, and pull me out of his hands. But whether it were that he 
made nor ſo great ſpeed, or took not the ſame way, the Gods would not ſuffer him to 
overtake us. He was at laſt arrived at Babylon, where he had lyen a while conceal'd, not 
being willing to be known in the deſign that broaght him, and not having been able to 
learn any news of me there, he had ſpent a great many dayes in ſeeking me about the 
Countrey, but all his ſearch had been to no purpoſe, till the day my Brother killeg Ar- 
ſacomes, and laid Aſtiages for dead, with a blow of his Gauntlet, As ſoon as that wicked 
fellow had recovered himſelf again, he went direaly to the place where Arſacomes his 
body lay, and finding there was no life in it, when he had lamented his loſs according to 
the aftetion he bore him, he cauſed him to be taken up by ſome of his ſervants that were 
come thither, and was carrying him to the houſe of our retreat, when he was ſurprized in 
that employment by Eurimedon and his party. Eurimedon, as ſoon as he knew Aſtyages, 
ran at him with his ſword drawn, but Aﬀtyages, finding he was too weak, had caſt him- 
ſelf at his feet, and appeaſed him by the promiſe he made to ſerve him in the recovery of 
Berenice. Hereupon Eurimedon had changed his threats into proteſtations of friendſhip, 
and having learn'd all that Aſtyages knew of Arſacomes his deſtiny, he had kept him from 
that time, to make uſe of him for the execution of his promiſe. They had together cauſed 
Arſacomes to be buried, and meeting in each other a great conformity of diſpoſition, they- 
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by little and lirtle had baniſhed their diſtruſts, and heart-burnings, and had reſolved to ſeek 
me together in a Countrey , from whence Altiages believed I could not be gotten very 
far. Eurimedon had been carefull to win Aſtiages by all manner of kindnefles, and Aſti- 
ages, who 1n the condition of his affairs, ftood in need of a ſupport againſt thoſe whom 
his crimes had made his Enemies , had really engaged himſelf to do him ſervice, and un- 
teignedly ſought occalions to ſatishe his delires, He alſo had brought him to the ſame 
retreat where we had been, and which Arfacomes his Servants had quitted after their Ma- 
{ters death , and from .thence it was that raey were come, when my cruel deſtiny made 
me fall into their hands. Enrimedon appeared tranſported with joy at that encounter, 
and takins one of my hands, which he kifled whether I would or no; How great is the 
goodneſs of the Gods, ( ſaid he) lince they reſtore me the adored Princeſs I had lo, after 
having puniſh'd him thar ſtole her from me. I was ſo extreamly ſurpriſed at this unhappy 
accideat, that I neitter had ffrength, nor courage to reply , but only pulling away my 
hand from berween his, and looking uporr him with a diſdainfull Eye, I made him know, 
that if my light was a contentment to hifn, his produc'd a quite contrary effect in me; 
but this encounter ſorpriſed not me alone, for Alcione, who was with me, was like to have 
fallen down dead, when ſhe ſaw Altiages ; and Altiages, who knew her after he had ey d 
her a good while, was fo aitoniſh'd at that light, thar as impudent as he was, he had much 
ado to recover hir-ſelf. In the mean time Eurimedon being got again on Horſe-back, and 
having ſer me before him by the help of one of his Servants, carried me toward that cur- 
ſed houſe, which my ill fortune had choſen for the recrear of my raviſhers. Altiages 
havins overcome his amazement, did the {ame to Alcione, and in ſpite of our cries, which 
made all the Plain to rins, and of all the reiiftance we could make, after having many 
times eſcaped, and many times been taken again, we were at lalt partly on Foot, and part- 
ly on Horle-back, carried or drags'd to that houſe, with all the violence in the World ; 
Aſtiages, his friend, who was as wicked as himſelf, lentit him very readily, as well out of 
his inclination to miſchief, as his expeRation of thoſe recompences Eurimedon made him 
hope for. As ſoon as we both were Priſoners, as I had been betore, Eurimedon came to 
me, and putting on all the mildneſs he could, alledged his love to excuſe his violence, 
pray'd me to take heart, and to believe that his paſſion ſhould never make him exceed 
the bo.unds of that reſpe&t he ow'd me, and that if I would bat take ſome pitty of it, T 
might expect any thing in the world at his hands, and even my return into Scythia, and 
the regainins of that liberty Arſacomes had rob'd me of ; he alſo proteſted, that if I had 
ſhew'd him but any favour at Byzantium, he would trom thence have carried me home to 
my Father , and that if by my future carriage, I did not oppoſe the intention he had to 
ſerve me, I ſhould quickly ſee an end of thoſe miſeries, that had coſt me ſo many ſighs 
and tears, He ſaid a great deal more to me, but I gave no.ear to him at all , and having 
learn'd by Arſacomes his laſt deceit, never to believe the promiſes of wicked perſons, 1 
was nothins moved by his, but looking upon him with an angry eye : Hope not ( ſaid I) 
to work upon me by the hopes thou givelt me , I will not receive any favour or affftance 
from thee , but ſcorn thy ſervices, as much as I hate and deſpiſe thy perſon. Arſacomes 
himſelf was not ſo odious to me as thou art, for though he were unworthy of my affe&ion, 
he had many advantages above thee, both by his birch and qualities, and by the ſervices 
he had done me , - which ſhould ſtrangle thoſe guilty hopes thou haſt conceived, and make 
thee know, that if the Gods have puniſh'd his crime with Death, thou oughteſt to expect 
a much ſeverer recompence for thine, Moderate thy ambition, (continued I, preſently 
after ) and conlider, that if the Daughter of a King be to be ſerved by Eurimedon, "tis 
only as a Subject, or a Houſhold ſervant. Eurimedon found matter of offence in theſe 
words, but his love made him digeſt them , and my qualiry, or ſome other conſidera- 
tions did indeed give him ſome reſpet, which left him' not the courage to execute his 
wicked intentions. Poor Alcione, the companion of my fortune, who was then my 
only conſolation, was in no leſs afflition than I , not being able to behold the face of 
Aſtiages , the only cauſe of all her ſufferings, and of the death of her dear husband 
Theander, without falling into Swoundings, which brought her almoſt to her Grave. Yet 
that ſhameleſs fellow came into her preſence with a brazen impudence , and when he 
could make her hear him ; Alcione, (ſaid he) for I dare not call you Sifter, you oy 2 
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ſtrange averſion againſt me ; let us henceforth forget all that's paſt, arid ſuffer me to 
make a confeſſion to you, which I never made before. I ever lov'd you, and if the conſji- 


deration 6f Theander made me {ilent, know it was my own that made me jealous of Cleo- _ 


nimus, and not that of Bagiſtanes. The interett of that Kinſman ſhould not have per- 
{waded me to trouble the repoſe of my Brother , who was much dearer to me than he , 
and you well may judge, that that compliance alone would not have been able to carry me 

,on to ſo great extremities. Forget therefore thoſe injuries which my love may excuſe, and 
with them forget Cleonimus , who either is no longer in the world, or elſe no longer re- 
members you ; and if you will receive me for your Husband, 1 will ſupply the place of 
Theander, wee'l reunite our Fortunes, and our Houſes, and you ſhall be no leſs happy 
with me, than you were heretofore with my Brother. Poor Alcione was not able to hear 
theſe impudent words from a man, whom ſhe had fo much cauſe to hate, without being 
tranſported with a rage, which ſhe could not poſlibly diflemble. 

Ah ! Monſter, ſtain'd with thy Brothers blood, (cried ſhe) thou Monſter, black with a 
thouſand treacheries, canſt thou think me capable to hear thy horrible Propoſitions ? And 
hadſt thou yer this laſt crime to commit, to be the moſt deteſtable of all men living 2 Ha- 
ving ſpread thy Villanies both in Europe, and Aſia, doeſt thou come back into this Coun- 
trey to give them a conclulion ſuitable to them, and to thy ſelf? If Cleonimus be dead, 
thy crimes have kill'd him , and if he no longer remember Alcione, 'tis only his virtue 
has made him forget her, and 'tis only thy vice that m_ her again into thy memory ; 
But be confident, be confident wicked wretch, ( purſued ſhe) thy love is yet more cruel 
to me than thy hatred, and I ſooner will conſent to ſee thee a ſecond time be the death of 
what is dearelt tome in allthe world, and alſo of my ſelf, than to let thee hope that I 
will make Theanders murtherer his ſucceflour, Aſtiages, in whom all ſhame was quite 
extinguiſhed, hearken'd without bluſhing to theſe reproaches ; but fill by all his aQti- 
ons, indeayour'd to make Alcione believe that he was really in love with her : In theſe 
torments we liv'd till the time of our deliverance , having hardly an hour free from the 

ecutions of our cruel enemies. The maſter of the houſe where we were, had ob- 
rain'd a proteftion from the Officers of this Army , to the end your Forces might not 
indamage any thing that belong'd to him, neither did any of the Souldiers ever come 
near his Houſe ; and he leaving it to Aftiages his diſpoling, went every day into your 
Camp, and feigning to be very well afte to your Party, ſought only to ſecure his 
Houſe, and his Edate - the care he took in favour of his Friend, did much advantage the 
delign they had, to lie conceal'd for many conliderations. Eurimedon knew that Prince 
Lyſimachus, whoſe Lieutenant he was, was one of the Commanders of your Army , and 
after the fault he had committed, in leaving Byzantium, at a time when there was molt 
neceſſity of his being there, durſt not ”=_ before him : And Aſtiages blaſted with 
crimes, and defam'd in his Countrey, had not the confidence to ſhew himſelf, And in- 
deed I think they were ſeen but by very few, and if one of them went out ſometimes, he 
lefe us under the cuſtody of the other, with ſo exaR a watch; that all means of liberty 
were utterly cut off, Yet did I hope in the alliſtance of my Brother, who I knew was fo 
near us, though I much fear'd his wounds, and could never get any true information con- 
cerning them from our Landlord; I was confident he would take care to make me be 
ſought after, and that if the place of my Impriſonment could be but known to him, 1 
doubted not but he would ealily reſcue me out of the hands of my Enemies. 1 alſo 
knew that Arſaces was in this Countrey, and dar'd to hope that his coming thither was for 
no other end but to ſeek me ; and I may truly proteſt, that if I had not expeRed relief 
from one of you, I had put an end to my miſeries by ſome effe& of my deſpair. I re- 
ceiv'd the ſweeteſt conſolations from Alcione, that ſhe could poſſibly invent to give me, 
and the affeQion ſhe expreſſed to me, had oblig'd me to love her ſo dearly, that there 
was nothing in my heart I did not utter to her ; ſhe knew all the parciculars of my Life, 
and took ſo great an intereſt in them, that ſhe forgot her own misfortunes to bewail 
mine , and bore all the afflitions which infamous Aſtiages made her ſuffer, with an admi- 
rable patience, that ſhe might be able to comfort me in all my griefs. Our cruel Guardi- 
ans were neither at the Battle you gave, nor in any of the Encounters that paſſed ; but 
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their only combats were againſt Berenice, and Alcione, In the end, waecher it were - 
they believ'd they could not longer ſtay ſecurely in that houſe, and that they had a mind 
ro {eek foe other retreat that might be further trom your Army , or that Eurimedon 
had a Celis to carry me back to Byzantium , or to lome other place where he thought 
himſelf more powertull , and more abſolute, they relolv'd to leave that houſe, and to per- 
fwade us to be ſer on horſe back to go along with them, chey often ſwore they would 
carry us to the place where they had taken us , | lince by all their ſubmitſions they had nor 
been able to ſoften our hearts, nor make us loſe the averiion we had againſt them, E 
ave no credit at all to their words , and yet Iwas ealily perſwaded to get on horſeback , 
chat] mighr leave that deteſted houſe , hoping that in the open field 1 ſhould find many 
more occalions to ſave my felt, than in that prifon from whence I went, witi a hope 
which had not ſo ſtrongly flattered me till then. Eurimedon had ſent away ſome of his 
ſervants the day before, and had kept with him , belides Attiages and his kinſman, who 
went alſo with us , only three of his men well arm'd , and well mounted. With this com- 
pany we were riding in a way, which ſeemed to lead us towards Babylon ,. when we ſaw a 
Cavalier compleatly arm'd , coming upon the fame road. We being delirous tointereſs 
all thoſe we ſhould meer in our deliverance, had our faces unvailed , and that man had no 
ſooner calt his eye upon Alcione, as he was palling by , but he ttopt ſhort , and preſently 
after turnins about , and coming back again ,. began to ride at alittle diſtance by our ra- 
viſhers , but keeping his eye fixt upon us , with an a&tton that dilpleaſed Eurimedon, in 
whom all objects were ſuthcient to beger a jealoulte. Friend, ( faid he ) travel on your 
road whoever you are, and leave not your way to folfow us, unlefs you ſeek your own 
deftrution. The ranger was not at all terrihed with chat threat , but looking boldly 
upon Eurimedon, I know the Ladies that are with you , ( anſwered he ) and before I go 
away from them , Ile know whecher they go along with you willingly or by force. Ah ! 
is by force, (criedwe both together ) and if you were not too weak againſt ſo many 
Enemies, we would implore your generous affiltance. You ſhall have it as weak asI anr , 
(replied the ſtranger) and1 will dye in the delign of delivering you , finceI am not 
trons enough to effect ir, He had not ended theſe words before his Sword was drawn 
and with a moſt warlike Garb had prepar'd himſelf to receive Eurimedon , who tranſ-' 
ported with anger , fell inſtantly upon him with all his men. The gods guided the firſt 
blow he made, and though Eurimedons Sword gave him a light hurt in the arm, his lucki- 
ly finding way under Eurimedon's Cask, ran him through the throat, and, young a paſ- 
lace for his blood and life together, made him tumble dead amongſt the horſes feer. :The 
ſtranger, after this gallant blow , ruſh't into the midſt of his enemies with an admirable 
courage, but they inviron'd him ſo furiouſly , that he quickly was wounded in many pla- 
ces, and his horſe kill'd between his leggs. Yet had he the fatisfaQtion to ſee Aﬀtiages 
Coulin fall to the ground before him, who being run quite through the body, loſt his life 
for the quarrel of his Friend, .This kindled him with ſo great a rage , that redoubling his 
blows upon the valiant ttranger, who prepar'd himſelf to diſpute his life a-foot with the 
help of a tree, againſt which he ſer his back, he in ſpite of that marvellous reliſtance, being 
leconded by his companions, would have ſeconded the death of Eurimedon, and of his 
friends, if the brave Demetrius had not come to his relief, and had not, for the pre- 
ſervation of his life , and the recovery of our liberty , finiſh'd what he ſo generoully had 
begun. You have heard what he did for our deliverance, and how he gave that gallant 
ſtranger ( whopreſently after was known to be Cleonimus ) the means toſave himſelf , 
and to kill Aſtiages his faithleſs kinſman , and his ancient Enemy, but not without being ſo 
extremely wounded ; and notwithitanding all the care that has {ince been taken of him ar 
Polemon's houſe, this is the firſt day the Phylitians have given any hope of his recovery , 
in which I am concern'd as much as Iam oblig'd to be, by the ſervice he did me, and by 
the conlideration of Alcione whow I dearly love. | 
Thus did the Princeſs conclude her recital ; and Arſaces , who, for all his impatiency at 
ſome paſlages of it, had heard it to the end without interruptian, fell then into a very 


. Pallionate diſcourſe, whereby he let her ſee how infinitely he was concern'd in the affliti- 


ons ſhe had ſuffer'd. -- The heavds te praiſed, ( ſaid he ) fair Princeſs, whoafter having 
expoſed you to misfortunes , for which in probability you were not born ; reſtore yo! 
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« Pow at once this Brother ſo great , and fo dearly belov'd , and ( if in the number of your 
other happineſles I durſt cont this laſt) your faithfull Arſaces , whom by the remem- 
brance ot your loſs , and by the tranſports of this cruel jealoultie , you have been like to 
loſe, and for whom you have had the goodneſs to preterve your ſelf. He ſaid a great 
deal more to that eftett, and after that Oroondates, with the orher Princes , and Queen 
Thaleftris had ſeconded him with the like diſcourſes, the whole company retired, to leave 
the night to Arſaces, who probably ſtood in need of it, having ſpene the greareſt part of 
the day in this narration. Lylimachus and Prolomeus waited upon the Princefles to Pole- 
mon's houſe , and being afterwards come back into their Tents , paſſed the night all of 
them, if not with a perfe& relit, at lealt with leſs diſquiets than tuoſe they were wont to 
teel. 

The nex: mornings Lyſimachus, P:olomeus , Oxyartes , and Eumenes came to Oroon- 
dates his Teat , where they foand Arſaces in ſo fair a way of amendment , as made them 
hope he would be abſolutely cured within a few dayes. All the princes teltified the excel; 
of their joy, and after they were ſet down by the bed-lide ; Lylimachus addreſſing himſelf 
to Arſaces; Sir, ( ſaid he) I proteſt ro you by all the gods, and by the reſpe& I owe to 
Pariſatis, that the molt ſenlible diſcontent I now am.couch'd with, is, that having veen 
one of thoſe which havehelp'd toward the ruine of your illuſtrious houſe, and that I am 
tied to you and yours , by ſuch powerfull conliderations , rhat this cruel remembrance 
will ever give acheck to my molt glorious fortunes. It is true , Sir , I follow'd Alexander 
in the conquelt of thoſe Dominions that were the King your Fathers , and that in the 
divilion that has been made by them lince the death ot Alexander , Thrace, Pontus, and 
Boſphorus are fallen to my ſhare ; Theſe Provinces are big enough to form a Kingdom of 
a large extent , but though by the fame right I were poſleflour of all that are in Alia, 1 
would deliver them freely to their lawfull Prince. I therefore deveſit my ſelf of all the 
preteulſions our diviſion may have given me , and lince it is nor in my power to reftore 
you the whole Empire of the King yoar Father , Ile ſerve you to the lalt drop of 1lty blood 
in the delign you may have to recoverit ; Lylimachus had hardly ſpoken , when Prolo- 
meus who would not appear leſs generous than he ; gypt, ( ſaid he to the Prince ) and 
Arabia, with part of Aﬀrick, ſhall alſo return to the tubjeRtion of Prince Artaxerxes , 
for I never will accept a Crown , which I cannot hold , but from the ſpoils of his. Eume- 
nes made him the ſame offer of Cappadocia , and Paphlagonia ; and thoſe Senerous 
Princes ſtrove who ſhould be forwardeft to ſhew , that they knew how to deſpiſe King- 
doms, to render what they ow'd to vertue; Bur Arſaces abuſed not their civilities, and 
looking upon them with a very gratetull conntenance ; 1 prefer your friendſhip ( ſaid he ) 
before the Provinces you offer me, and before all thoſe, which by the rights of Warr we 
have loſt, but the generolity you expreſs, ſhall never find me of ſo unworthy an humour 
as to make a wrong uſe ot it. *Tis not by that way that I oughtto riſe to the Throne a- 

ain, nor will I receive that from the liberality of my friends, which the valour of my 
nemies has taken from me. Therefore I proteſt to you by Oroſmades, by Berenice, 
and by my honour, that all your offers , and.all your intreaties , ſhall never be able to 

ſhake me from this reſolution. Poſleſs the Territories which now are lawfully yours , 
and which I ſee you command without envy , and without diſcontent ; there are enough 
belides in the power of our Enemies to eltabliſh a Monarchy great enough, and if you 
would not have Darius his Son live as a private man, I refuſe not your aſſiſtance to re- 
conquer part of them. This was Arſaces his reſolution , and though the Princes, eſpeci- 
ally Lyliraachus , ſtuck obſtinately to their propolition , it was impoſſible for them to 0- 
vercome his reſiſtance , or make him "recede from what he had determined, Since Ar- 
taxerxes 1s alive ( ſaid Lyſimachus ) I never 'will command the Thracians, and if 1will 
have a Kingdom to be worthy of Pariſatis, I muſt take it up of other Provinces than 
thoſe that belong to the Prince her Brother. *Tis from my Enemies I ought to win Do- 

minio!1s, and not from perſons whom I honour more than all the world. He ſaid a great 
deal more to the ſame effe&, but all was tonopurpoſe, for Prince Artaxerxes continued 
firm in his intention. I cannot want a Crown ( replied he) while I have ſuch Friends as 
you are, and if we mult deveſt any of thoſe that are poſleſſed of our inheritance, let us 

develt Perdiccas, and Leonatus, rather than Lylimachus , and Prolomeus ; our _ 
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have Provinces enough for you, and for me too, and the Empire of Darius (concluded he 
with a ſigh) may very well ſatishe the ambition of us all. Oroondates, who was witneſs 
of this converſation , and who never open'd his mouth to interrupt it, admired the 
magnanimity of both, and found reaſons in Artaxerxes his refuſal , which perſwaded 
him to approve it. Wanen from that entertainment they fell upon another , Oroondates 
and Lylimachus began to ſhew the diſquiets they were in for their Princeſſes, of whom 
they could hear. no manner of news , ot whom Arſaces had made no mention art all 
ig the end of his diſcourſe , though he had been in Babylon, and that he continued a 
ood while near choſe that had taken them. The diſcontent of theſe two Princes was 
preſently obſerv'd by the company, and after the cauſe of it was known, there was ſo 
much reaſon fonnd in it, that 1t could not be juſtly condemn'd. Arſaces ſaid he had 
heard nothing of them, butthat the rage wherewith he was then tranſported , ' had lefr 
him very little care of inquiring: and atter he had mufed a while upon that conlideration: 
I think, Brother, (added he of a ſudden) we may learn the truth of what's become of 
them by a means that's now core into my head. You do not- doubt but that my intereſts 
now are inſeparably link'd with yours, and that thongh I were not tied to yours by thoſe 
of our hoſe, Roxana, Perdiccas, and all they of that party muſt needs be my Enemies now, 
becauſe I know them to be yours. I ſhall cheerfully tight againſt them with you ; but be- 
fore vo. Sive a ſecond Battle, that which I ow to the atliftance I have receiv'd from Se- 
Jeuci1s, oblises me to demand a Parley with him , and to uſe all my endeavonrs to with- 
draw him from a party, againſt which Iam ready to declare my ſelf; if Perdiccas will 
make ove at our interview, he ſhall be admitted, and if you pleaſe to be preſent, Brother, 
you and1I together will ſee taem two, and make our ſelves known to them; and if we can- 
not by generoliry perſwade them ro reſtore. the Princeſses my liſters, we ſhall at leaſt 
know what we ought to fear or hope concerning them , and the truth of the condition 
they now ate in. Oroondates and all his friends lik'd very well of Artaxerxes his motion, 
and Lyl:machus, boti for his own intereſt, and the delire of keeping them company, 
would gladly have been one, if his mortal hatred to Perdiccas had not oppoſed all man- 
ner of interviews between them. From this diſcourſe (which was broken off by the com- 
ins in of Craterus , Oxyartes ,, Antigonus , Demetrius, Polyperchon , and many other 
chief Commanders) they fell to that of the war, and of the preparations they were ta 
make for a ſecond Battle ; and thoſe Princes to whom Artaxerxes his military experience 
was known onely by report before, heard him ſpeak in terms, which made them fee, that 
for all he was but young, he had atrain'd to as much knowledge as the oldeſt and greateſt 
Captains in theaworld had ever had. Wherefore all thoſe great Commanders ſubſcrib'd 
to his opinions, with a readineſs which even wounded his modeſty, and the knowledge of 
his quality, and of his vertue,begot ſuch a reſpe& in chem tohis perſon, as they had never 
given to any body but Alexander. There was not one amongtt them who came not to 
pay him their civilities with a great deal of ſubmiſſion, and very few, who according to 
Lylimachus his example, did not offer to reſtore the Territories whereof they had 
already taken poſseſſion : But he gave them the ſame anſwers he had done the former; 
and perhaps it was their affurance of his refuſall, that made thetn fo forward in thoſe ge- 
nerous offers. Within a little after, the room that was left in the Chamber, was fill'd by the 
arrival of the Princeſs Berenice, Queen Thaleſtris, the fair Deidamia, Apamia, Arlinoe, 
Cleone, and other Ladies, and when they after one another had inquired how the two 
Princes did, that noble company began an entertainment, in which they ſpent moſt parc 
of the day. The next morning Prince Oroondates left his bed, and Artaxerxes found 
himielf much mended , that he doubted not bur within a week he ſhould be as well as 
Oroondates. The Princeſs Berenice by her own inclination , and her Brothers deſire, 
kept him company for the molt part, and that paſſionate Prince enjoyed a happineſs in her 
lweet and charming converſation, which made him utterly forget his wounds. Thar fair 
Princeſs, whoſe love was not inferior to his, drew contentments alſo from his-ſight, and 
irom the teſtimonies of his affe&ion, which wereable to make reparation for part of the 
lorrows ſhe had undergone; and that lons deprivation of thoſe joys which were then 
afforded them, made them farmore precious to one another, than if they had not been 
interrupted : 'a thouſand times did lovely Berenice uſe little reproaches to her dear Ar- 
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ſaces, for the injuries he had done her in the tranſports of his cruel jeatguiie , and a thoy- 
and times did happy Arſaces (reading in her eyes that her anger was neither diſobliging...”. 
nor dangerous) excuſe himſelf with a iilence accompanied with flaming glances, and fixing 
his lips upon one of her fair hands, ſeem'd as it he would breathe out his foul there for the 
expiation of his faults. Oroondates was joy'd to ſee the ſatisfaction of theſe two perſons 
whom he lov'd ſo well, and the happineſs of Artaxerxes was ſo dear to him ,' that he could 
not look upon his contentments with leſs delight, than if they had been his own ; but he 
conld have wiſh'd a fortune like that of his , and that fight, awakening the remembrance 
of his old felicities, drew (ighs from his breaſt a thouſand times a day. In the interim, 
he bulied himſelf with the other Commanders in the duties of his Charge, and all of 
them labour'd to put the Army in a condition to fight another Battel ; 'they cauſed their 
wondued men 1o be carefully look'd to, their Arms to be mendet, and alſo, the Chariots 
that had been broken ; they recruited'their Troops with freſh men, that came up dayly to 
the Army ; and in ſhort, all things tended to rhe cruel preparation tor a bloudy day, Phi- 
lonides brought a re-inforcement of ten thouſand men out of Xgypt to Prolomeus. An- 
tiſtenes ſix thouſand to Antigonus out of Phrygia : Lamachus four thouſand Syrians to 
Laomedon, and withina few dayes after with {1x thouſand Cappadocians ,. and Paphlago« 
nians, which Ariſtedes brought for Euwenes, they ſaw the valiant Menalippa arrive with 
tea thouſand Amazons. Thaleſtris was not a little joy'd, when ſhe ſaw her ſupplies 
were come , and moſt part of the Princes would needs wait upon that fair Qneen to 
meet them, and with admiration beheld the march and diſcipline? of thoſe warlike wo- 
men. Their Queen receiv'd them with a great deal of ſweetneſs and affeftion, and Me- 
nalipps, with the chief of her Companions, long imbracing her knees, exprefſ'd what an 
infinite trouble her loſs, or her tedious abſence,had imprinted inthe hearts of all her ſub- 
ets. The whole Army welcom'd theſe ſuccours very reſpe&tfully , and the Troops that 
were already quartered, willingly yielded them the moſt commodious . place to incamp in. 
They were in this condition when Arlaces left his bed, and that ſame day his ſatisfa&ion 
was increaſed by the {ight of his faithfull Criton, whom certain Souldiers brought in, ha« 
ving taken him about the Camp, 'where he was ſeeking after his maſter, Arſaces, when he 
had 1mbrac'd him many times with a moſt particular afteftion , heard by him , that the 
Commanders of the Enemies Army, eſpecially Seleuc 1s, had 'ſhew'd a great deal of trou- 
ble for his departure, and that not having been able to gueis the cauſe , they had imploy'd 
ſeveral perſons toſeek for him. This confirm'd Arſaces in the delign of ſeeing Seleucus 
and Perdiccas before the Battle ; and with that intent he impatiently waited for a more 
perfect cure. In tae mean time all the Princes being met together in his Chamber by 
Oroondates his counſel, wonld have deliver'd up the ſole Authority of the Army into 
his hands, and prefl'd him to accept of it, with the moſt earneſt intreaties they could in- 
vent to win him to it : But all their perſwaſtons would not ſerve , and: after he had lons 
refus'd all manner of Command, all they could obtain of him at laſt , was, that he would 
come in for the ſeventh man, to take his tuxn among the (ix other Princes, to whom the 
Army had already ſubmitted, They all receiv'd that Companion joyfully., and while he 
was recovering ſtrength , they often ſent out parties ; for knowing that the Enemies Ar- 
my increas'd as well as theirs, they ſtrove to diminiſh their number by frequent skirmiſhes, 
in which there was much blond ſhed every day on either (ide. Among thoſe that got 
| om renown in thoſe Encounters, was the young Demetrius , who gain'd an extraor- 
inary reputation, and being of an age to ſeek occations to ſhew his worth, he ſufter'd 
none to elcape without giving proofs of a valour that was far from common. Yer was 
itno longer deſpafr that thruſt him headlong into danger , for -his heart had allay'd' part 
of its ſorrow, by the birth of another paſſion ; the ſad remembrance of Hermione had by 
little and little given place to the charms of Deidamia , and that love of Aſhes, and of 
Tombs, had yielded to a more lawfull affeion ; the current of his tears were,ſtopp'd, 
and his words were no longer interrupted with ſo many ſobs, but his ſighs continued fill 
though they had chang'd rheir object ; and though this laſt were leſs deplorable than the 
former, it was ſo powerfull, and-ſo imperjous, that thoſe timerous meſſengers. of his love 
durſt hardly veature to make their paflage out of his breaſt» Yet did he reliſt the birth of 
this latter paſton, and oppos'd the force of it, with all the remembrances of — 
ue 


UMI 


"4 


/ 
/ / F 
. ”" * ” 
M #41 ? < f 


Parr IV. CASSANDReA or 


but though thoſe ſorrowfull Ideas ſerved his intention for a few moments , the ſight of 
Deidamia conquer'd all thoſe obſtacles, and diffipated all his reſolutions. That fair 


—% ..—Princeſs wept dayly for a lois which was fill freſh in her memory , and ar firſt Demetrius 


had contented himſelt with weeping with her , contirming her in che delign of loving the 
remembrance of her dear Agis eternally ; and if in the beginning, he had found ſome con- 
ſalation in the humour, and in chedeſtiny of that Princeſs , he now delired an alteration 
in them both. 'He had mfenlily dry'd. up his tears to become her comforter, whoſe 
companion in affliction he had been betore ; and in ſhort, as he had before lamented one- 
ly his own misfortunes, ſo now he ſeemed to have forgot them , to tecome- ſenſible of 
Deidamia's. She, wito had obſerv'd the winning qualities of Demetrius , who knew. his 
birth, and who belides found her ſelf oblig'd to his civilities , and to the care he took for 
her conſolation, aud for her Fortune, ſhew'd him a great deal of acknowledgment,. and 
beheld him with more good will than all the relt ; but being ber grief was very lively, 
and very real, and that her heart in that condition was little capable of a ſecond affeftion, 
all her inclinations to Demetrius went not beyond the limits of eſteem and gratitude, and 
he whoſe patlion fetled it ſelf with a molt profound reſpe& , and who .was more afraid 
of Agis , for all he was dead, than of all his living Enemies , kpowing Deidainia's mind, 
durlt neither complain of his condition , nor delire one more aFantageous. He thought 
it not enousli to forbid his tangue the uſe of ſpeech, but would allo keep even. his eyes 
and lighgfrom diſcovering his paſſion, and equally fearing to offend, both what he began, 
and W he ceaſed to love, he ty'd. himſelf up firifly in a very narrow £0u, 
ſtraint. | kl | W. . 
In theſe terms he ſtood, when the whole Army was ready to try the ſucceſs of a ſecond 
day, and Arſaces being then well enough cured to ride on Horſe-back, and: to tight , ap- 
rov'd of the reſolution which he knew all his Companions had, to ſend and preſent their 
EnemiesBatel within three dayes, They had intelligence by ſpies that were-return'd: out 
of their Camp, that their Army was no leſs recruited than theirs, and, that-from, Media, 
Lydia, Pamphilia, Caria, and Parthia, there was a re-inforcement of five and.thirty.. or 
forty thouſand men come to them ; and not being willing to afford them time to make 
themſelves ftronger, .they with a general opinion determined to ſend .them a challenge , 
and to agree with them both upon the day and field for deciding of their quarrell. Cleo- 
menes and Arittides were. choſen for that Commiſiion ; but before they went, Arſaces 
takins them alide, inform'd them of what he delired , and gave them charge. ro demand 
an intervenience of Perdiccas and Seleucus the pext day, between the two- Camps for him, 
and one of his friends with all neceflary ſecurities. The Deputies departed, having res 
ceived their in{tructions, and the Princes remained with the Ladies , who began already 
to tremble, and grow pale,at the approach of the Battel, Berenice was like,to dye with 
fear for her dear Artaxerxes , and for the Prince her Brother, whom ſhe ſaw eſcaped our 
of ſomany dangers, onely to precipitate themſelves into anew[oge,-and;to try the hazard 
of a day, the events whereof were very doubtfull. Arpamia arid Arlinoe grew wan for 
their dear and noble Husbands ; Deidamia, for all ſhe was exempt from loving any body. 
that was alive, was not without fear for her worthy friends.,. -and among. all the Princes 
from whom ſhe hoped for ſupport, ſhe beſtowed her particular wiſhes for . young. Deme- 
trius, Onely Tualeſtris appeared fearleſs among ſo many timerons Princeſſes, and making 
ſome attempts to baniſh out of-her mind the remembrance of Orontes which afflicted her, 
ſhe ſhew'd her ſelf at the head of her fair Antazons, both fairer and cheerfuller* than 
ordinary, her ſatixfation was canſed by their arrival, and ſhe could not diflemble. the 
contentment ſhe receiv*d, by being able to aſlift thoſe Princes with her forces, whom till 
then ſhe had onely ſerved in, her fingle perſon. The two Camps not being far. aſunder , 
Cleomenes and Ariſtides were not long e're they return'd; ; , whereupon the Souldiers ran; 
thronging to the Tent of Antigonus, who commanded that day , and where the Princes, 
were then aflembled. - The anſwer they heard, was ſuch as they delired ; for Cleomenes, 
told them that the Enemies had gladly received their propolition ; and that Perdiccas had 
promiſed to expect them the third day, with a hundred thouſand: men in the. next. Field. 
All the Company. welcom'd: this news, with joyfull cryes, and the rumour of it going 


out of the Tent, ran preſently from one to another , into all parts of the vm 
CE 
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Afterwards Cleomenes turning toward Arſaces, to give him an account of his whole ne- 
Sotiation; Sir (ſaid he) I have followed your orders , and having declared your inten- 
tion to Seleucus, he appear'd ſo altoniſht to hear you were in our party , that of a great 
while he was not able to anſwer me ; inthe end , afrer he had made ſome complaints of 
your change; he confer'd with Perdiccas, and they both rogether promiſed me, that to 
morrow as ſoon as the ſun is riſen, they will - be upon that little hill which you ſee on the 
right hand, and which 1s juſt half way between their Army and ours: Arſaces was very 
well pleaſed with this anſwer, and hoping for a good ſucceſs of that Parley , he imparted 
his thoughts to Prince Oroondates, with whom he walked awhile upon the bank ot the 
River. The reſt of that day was ſpent in their ordinary imployments , aud the next 
mornins,as ſoon as day appear'd, the Princes of Scythia and Perlia called for their cloaths 
and Arms, and no ſooner had they got them on, bur they took horſe , and rode direcily 
toward the place Cleomenes had told them of. They arrived there firſt, but preſently atter 
they ſaw them coming whom they expettec, and Arſaces no ſooner knew Seleucus , but he 
oallop'd up toward him, and the ſame did Oroondates by his example, When they were 
near ; they ſaluted one another in a faſhion that had nothing of enmity in it, and 
though Oroondates weregnknown to Perdiccas (whoſe weakveſs lad nor ſuftered him to 
obſerve his face when head been ſuccour'd by him) his gracefull preſence working the ef- 
fe that was uſual to it, movy'd Perdiccas to —_— but reſpect. After the firlt ſalutation, 
Arſaces preventing Seleucus, who open'd his mouth, probably to uſe ſome reproaches a« 
Snſt him. You wonder brave Seleucus (ſaid le) to ſee me in your enemies partyybut when 
ce you know me, you will wonder more that ever you faw me in yours. I know I am 
imdebted to you for my life, but you ſhall alſo know that I have fought for you againſt 
niiture, againft juſtice, againſt my nearelt friends , and even againſt my ſelf, and that 
perhaps ; men in the world would have preferred the obligation I have to you, before 
the iriteteſt which now has pull'd me from you ; yer as great as itis , it is not able to make 
m#+ forget a friend ſo worthy of eſteem as 1s Seleucus, and I was very del:rous to ſee him, 
to juſtifre my felf in his opinion, and to beg the continuation of a friendſhip, which 1 
ni6 longer can hope for from thoſe of his party. I never thought ( reply'd Seleucus) it 
could be out of inconſtancy that Arſaces had forſaken us, and I have found . corrage and 
gratitude enough 1m you, tor a ſervice of ſmall importance, to believe they muſt needs be 
very weighty conſiderations that had made you to become our Enemy. Yet could I nor 
hear it without trouble, nor (if 1 may ſayſoto you) without reſentment , ſince by the 
promiſes of frierieſhip you had made me, I believed ſuch a man as you are ſuthciently en- 
ag'd. Say (added Perdiccas, who had not ſpoken till then) that no party can loſe a man 
Hs Arſaces; without being very much weakned, that the great ations we have ſeen him 
do in favour of us, will not ſuffer us to bear his loſs without complaining of it; and that 
in ſhort ( if we may uſe ſuch a reproach ) we had-given him ro cavſe, by the uſage he 
received from us; to carry his affiftance ro our enemies, That I gave to you ( replyed 
Arſaces) as it is my | pwr crime, ſo would it alſo be my greateſt remorſe , if it were not 
Excuſed by what I ow'd to Seleucus , and by the tranſports of a Paſſion , to. which 
T had then given my ſelf over. In brief, Perdiccas, lince you know what I have done for 
you, learn what I _ to have done againſt you, by learning thatI am the Son of Dari- 
us. Thoſe Princefles, whom-you brought tothe very brink ot death , and whom you now 
keep priſoners, are my Siſters ; and to give you a fuller knowledge of me, he who pulled 
Staura out of your arms, and wh6, upon the banks of Euphrates made you , with part of 
your blood ; to ſatisfie for the offence you committed againſt her that had been your 
Queen, was no other than this Artaxerxes, who lince has fought for you , againſt the Pro- 
reQors of his blood and the revengers of his quarrel , and this Artaxerxes who now 
ſpeaks to you. The confuſion of Perdiccas and Seleucus wis exceeding great at this dif- 
courſe of Attaxerxes, and being they had heard by common fame , that Darius his onely 
Son had been'dead many years, they could not learn that he was alive ,-and that he was 
Arſaces, without falling into an nnparallel'd amazement, Tucy ſhould have doubted of 
the truth of theſe words, if they had heard them from the mouth of a perſon whoſe ſoul 
had been leſs great than his; burnot knowing how ro ſuſpect ſuch a man as Arſaces of a 
lye, they conſidered him from head to foot with more reſpe& than before, and were not 
able 
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able to open their mouths to give him any anſwer. Neither d'd the Prince afford them - 
leiſure , but going on with lis diſcourſe, while their aſtoniſhment had truck them mute . 
Alchough 1 am the Son of Darius, ( perſued he ) I come not to reproach you as Enemies of 
oar houſe, and chough Perdiccas hath uſed thoſe Princefles unworthily , whom he oughe 
not to have beheld but with reſpect, I know nevertheleſs char he employ'd his induſtry to 
fave their lives and that but for his care tzey might perchance have been facritices ta 
Roxana's cruelty ; this remembrance ſtifles part of my reſentmeuts , and obliges me to 
make a further trial both of Seleucus his friendſhip , and Perdiccas his generofity , roob- 
tain the liberty of my Siſters ; Compleat the glory of that action, ( O Perdiccas ) which 
you did in favour of them, and reſtore us a Queen , and a Princeſs which are of too il- 
luſtrious a birth to continue yoar Captives any longer. Artaxerxes demands his Siſters of 
you, and Oroondates his Miftris, the delire of gaining ſuch a friend ſhould make you for- 
get Your intereſts,and if you cannot become his by the recital of his admirable actions,conſi- 
der him as a Prince,who twice has been the author of your ſatety,he ſecured you once from 
the revenge of Lylimachus , and after our Combat upan the River fide he affiſted you 
again, though coul:dering you as Statira's Murcherer, one would have thought he ſhould 
ratier have given you a thouſand deaths, than the ſyccour you received from him. 'Tis 
this miraculous man ; whoſe vertues win him Idolaters in all places , *tis he whom at the 
head of his Troops, you have ſeen deteat your Batralions alone, and carry Vittory which 
way ſoever he turn'd , he under whoſe valour I have ſunk two or three ſeverall times , 
a erroooooocoonGY tay no more , ( interrupted Oroondates , whoſe modeity could 
not ſuffer Arſaces his diſcourſe any longer ) thele praiſes offend our friendſhip, and 
"tis enogh you told Perdiccas Artaxerxes loves me , to obtain the favour you de- 
mad of him in my behalf ;* Statira is without doubt indebted to him for her life , 
and I ſhall be indebted to him for Statira , and alſo for my life, if he generouſly can 
conquer his Incereits, and if he will grant that to our requeſt > which he has re- 
fuſed to the threats and to the force of ſo potent an Army as that of ours. Per- 
dicca:, who during the diſcourſe of the two Princes, . had had time to ſettle his afto- 
aiſhment, and to recall to mind the wounds Artaxerxes had given him, and the ſhame 
Oroondates, for all he was unknown to him, had made him ſuffer , when at the liead of 
his Army he had overthrown him on the ground at the firſt encounter , confidered thoſe 
two Princes , but *twas Oroondates as his Rival, and Artaxerxes as his Enemy : And re- 
colleins all his confidence to reply ; I am very. glad (ſaid he ) to know perſons with 
whom I have had eacounters of no ſmall importance , and with whom I ſhall not fear the 
lixe again , thoagh Fortune ſeconded them in the former ; I have been wolnded by your 
hand, Artaxerxes, and by that occaſion that made us fight , you know Statira is alive , 
and moreover ſhe is alive by my afliſtance ; I therefore willnot tell you that ſhe is dead, 
as all other men have hitherto been made believe , and I have too much intereſt in her 
life to ceaſe to defend it, while the gods afford me mine, Statira is alive , but ſhe's 
not alive for Oroondates ; alchough the good office he did me, were of ſufficient weight 
to counterballance what he had done againſt us, and although what Arſaces has done for 
us, were able to make me forget the wounds he gave me, neither of them ought ro hope 
for that from me , which I would rot part with for all the Empires of the world , nor 
doth any rale of senerolity oblige me to give that to my Enemy, andto my Rival, 
which 1 would refuſe to my deareſt friends , and even to Alexander himſelf, if he were 
yet in a condition tomake uſe of the.power he once had over me. Bur thou ſhalt ( repli- 
ed impatient Oroondates ) thou ſhalt either give Statira to that Enemy , and to that 
Rival, or elſe that life , which thou haſt already been like to loſe by the ſword of each; 1 
expefed nothins from thee, and if I did abaſe my ſelf ſofar as to entreat thee, know 
thou owelt that forcing of my inclinations only to the power Artaxerxes hath with me. 
If I were not withheld by the promiſe I have given him , perhaps thou never ſhouldſt re- 
turn into thy Camp , to boaſt of the advantages thou haſt over me; and thou ſhouldſt 
quickly know, that if Statira be not alive for Oroondates, ſhe never ſhall be ſo for Perdic- 
cas. Think not ( replied Perdiccas, putting his hand upon the Hilt of his Sword ) that thy 
threats can xerrihe me ,. or that I will take advantage by the promiſe thou haſt given thy 
triend ; Ile defend Statira both againſt thy perſon, and againſt thy Forces , ſhe is in my 
POWCL, 
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power, ſhe is 11 Babylon with her Siſter , and that which I have hitherto kept ſecret 
for other conſiderations than thine , ſhall now be publiſht to the wile world > to engave 
thee ſo much the more to execute what thou halt chreatned, Oroondates ſvftered himſelf 
to be tranſported with his anger,and would without doubt have decided his quarrel with 
Perdiccas, if he had not boen withheld by Artaxerxes , who itil! — Seleucus as 
2 man to whom he was obliged, delired to ſhun the occal1on of drawing his {word again 
him. Ir is an ealier matter, ( added the Prince of Perlia ) for ſuch perſons as Oroondates 
to execute then to threaten ; - but I ſhould have hoped that Seleucus ( continued he turn- 
ins toward him ) would have uſed ſome endeavours to draw Perdiccas to more vertuous 
thoughts. If I had not hitherto ( replied Seleucus ) known a great deal of vertue in 
Perdiccas, and a great deal of juſtice and integrity in all his a&tions , I would never haye 
been his firiend, but I am ſo now in ſuch a high degree, thatI ſerve him without arsuins 
asainſt his intentions » and without conlidering any other intereſts but his. Then 1 am 
diſengaged ( ſaid/Artaxerxes briskly ) of part of what I owe you : 1 acquit you of all ( an» 
ſwered Seleucus ) and lince you are Perdiccas his Enemy , I cannot Took upon you as 
other than the Enemy of Seleucus. 1 will not be ſo far his Enemy, ( replied the Prince ) but 
thatI ſhall rememberTam obliged to him » and ſhall diſcern him alwayes from the reſt 
of his Party. They had ſaid more, if Oroondates , who could no longer endure the light 
of Perdiccas without breaking forth into rage , had not haſtn'd their ſeparation , Let's 
away Brother ( ſaid he to the Prince ) and ſtay no longer with Enemies , with whom we 
mult henceforth converſe no other way but with our twords. Farewell Perdiccas, ( con- 
tinued he looking upon him with an eye that ſparkxled with tury, and with an eye , which, 
a5 reſolute as he was, did a little daunt him ) defend Statira, ſince thou haſt undertaken it, 
but know the day draws near when thou ſhalt reſtore her to me, and all the blood in thy 
body with her. He ſaidno more , but pulling Arſaces by the arm , made him without 

other ſalute turn from his Enemies, whom he lefr with very threatnins words aud actions, 

Yet in the midſt of all his anger , he carried away no ſmall ſatisfa&ion , in havins learne 

from the mouth of Perdiccas , ( who till thenhad diſavow'd it ) that Caflandra was in Bz- 

bylon ; and ſince he was affur'd of theplace of her abode by him , whoknew it better then 

any body elſe inthe world, he hoped he ſhould recover her by force, though his Enemies 

were yet ſtronger than they were,and though Babylon were detended with an hundred wals, 

like that wherewith it was encloſed, 

As ſoon as the two Princes were returned to the Camp , all the commanders came 
about them, to hear what had been the ſucceſs of that enterview ; and they gave them an 
exact account of all that had paſſed between them. Dear Companion of my Fortune , 
( ſaid Oroondates to Lylimachus ) our Princefles are in Babylon, and from hence for- 
ward we no more can doubt of their life , nor of the place of their Captivity ; but we 
moſt win them with the Edge of the ſword , for Perdiccas prepares to detend them with 
' his utmoſtpower. Perdiccas his defence (reply'd Lyſimachus ) will be but weak againlt 
the Valour of Oroondates , and perhaps Alcetas has not conquered all the difficulties he 
has yet to encounter for the Obtaining of Pariſatis. After theſe words, the reſt of the day 
was ſpent inneceſlary preparations for the Battel, and the next morning all the Troops 
were carefully overlookt , their number exa&tly taken, and the ſeveral Battalions were 
diſpoſed according to the order they intended to obſerve, The day of Battel happened 
to be that of Oroondates his Command, and all the Ofhcers, in whom that Prince's ver- 
tue had made a wonderfull impreſſion , ſhew'd an extream contentment that it ſo fell out. 
Yet Oroondates would have ſhar'd that glory with his Companions , but they oppoſed 
his intention ſo ſtifly , that it was impoſſible for him to make them conſent ; and even 
Arſaces himſelf, whom he prefled to it by all the conſiderations of their friendſhip, per- 
lifted firmly in the reſolution of the reſt, and contenting himſelf with the glory he 
had gain'd at the head of the Scythian Army, would needs ſee his dear Brother at that 
of ſo many gallant men, and leave him the whole honour of that memorable day. O- 
roondates being in the end conſtrain'd to yield to the deſires of his friends , proteſted 
that nothing but obedience made him accept of an advantage, to which his ambition ne- 
ver had aſpir'd,and afterward, by their advice,he diſpoſed of the Forces on this manner : 


He divided them into four bodies, as at the other Battel , the firſt of which was givento 
tie 
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the valiant Arſaces ; 'rwas with an exceeding joy , 'and with a marvellous hope of Vi- 
Rory that they ſaw io great a man obey'd by the Conquerours of the greateſt part of the 
world, and with them , they that had been his fathers fubjets acknowledged their Prince, 
and ſubmitted ro him with an extraordinary affection. That body was compoled of Ba- 
Arians, and Zoydiaps under Prince Oxzyartes , who delired rounite himſelf to the fortune 
of his Nephew, and under Cophes the ſon ot Artabaſus ; of Syrians under the brave Lao- 
medon, of Lydians under Menander, and of Cappadocians under the generous Eumenes. 
The ſecond body was given to Lylimachus , conlifting of Thracians , and of the inhabi- 
tants of Pontus, and Boſphorus ; ot Egyptians and Arabians under Prcolomenus, who would 
needs fight that day by the fide of his dear friend , and of Cilicians under the condudt of 
Oreites , the Brother of their deceaſed Commander Philotas. The third was allign'd to 
the great Craterus , and under him marched the valiant Macedonians that were {ately of 
Alexanders guard , with Polyperchon , who delired to fight at the head of chem ; the Af- 
fricans ſubjects of Prolomeus, under his Brother Menelays, as alſo the Armenijans,and Me- 
ſopotamians who wanted leaders lince the death of their Princes Phxarernes , and Ar- 
chelilaus , who with their Sons had fallen by che ſword of Arfaces. The gallant Queen 
ofthe Amazons commanded the laſt , and though ſhe would have refuſed that charge , 
ſhe was conltrajned to accept of it , by the molt urgent entreaties of all the Princes ; ſhe 
was followed by her courageous Amazons under Menalyppa and Amalthea , by the Pa- 
phlagonians, - who were led by Euriftens, Eumenes his Lieutenant, by the Hyrcamaus un- 
der Philip, and by the Phrygians under Antigonus, who, for all his greatneſs, and the 
heighrh of his quality and reputation, would needs place himſelf that day under the 'Ban- 
ners of that valiant Princefs : Demetrius had an imployment worthy of himſelf, which 
was a body apart compoſed of {ix thouſand horſe, that was to keep upon the wings , and, 
accordins to rhe events and neceſſities, to ſuccour chem that had need of his alliftance ; 
and the Conduct of rwo hundred Chariots of Warr, Arm'd with: Sithes and places of Iron, 
and fall of Archers taken out of the ſeverall Nations , was committed to young Alexander 
the ſon of Polyperchon, The whole Army being thus diſpoſed off , the four chief Com» 
manders took a ſurvey of thoſe Troops that were to obey them, and, during the remainder 
of that day , they ſhewed themſelves to the Souldiers, and inſtructed the officers in thoſe 
thinss they delired-to make them know. Craterus, who had the command that day, was 
carefal ro over-ſee the Arms,Horſes,Chariots, and the field of Battle;and when night was 
come, beſides the general cares, every man in particular was diverſly imploy'd in prepa- 
rations for that important day. | 

The morning light began newly to appear when the ſignal of Battle was ſet up, on the 
top of Oroondates his Tent , andthe ſound of a thouſand Warlike inſtruments , which 
were heard from the one Camp to the other , rouz'd up thoſe chat were faſteſt aſleep , and 
excited in the faintelt heart a courage which was not natural to them. The Prince of 
Scythia had not ſtay'd for it , but his cares, and his generous impatience,had made him 
leave his bed before the break of day. Afloon as he perceived the ſhining of the earliet 
beams ; I ſalure thee( cried he ) O glorious day , and thou bright Sun,the Tutelary God 
of my Princeſles Countrey , who today art to give light to an ation worthy of thy pre- 
ſence ; if theſe years which my love has covered with a gloomy” obſcurity , have palled 
with ſome kind of diſhonour unto me , —_ I to day may find occaliog to make my 
Fortune alone be accuſed of part of thole faults which have hitherto refle upon me. 
My Arms, ( continued he) my Arms; and preſently after Lencates having brought them, 
he put them on with the help of Araxes, who bulied himſelf in that imployment with a joy, 
which he drew from the contentment of his Maſter. They were the ſame he wore in the 
former Battle, as well becauſe he had tried their goodneſs, and for love of the Prince 
that had given him them , as to make himſelf the more ealily known to Perdiccas againſt 
whom he had now turn'd all the anger which before was chiefly agAinſt Arſaces. + There 
had been but very few with him at his rifing , becauſe he was one of the firſt up in the 
whole Camp, but his Arms were not quite on when his Chamber was full of officers of 
the Army. He with then went out of his Chamber to go into that of Arſaces , whom he 
found out of bed , and with him Oxyartes, Ilyoneus , and many other noble perſons , 


whoſe affeions that Prince's admirable vertues had acquired, Brother { cry'd Oroon- 
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dates as k& came in ) today we ſhall have you to fight with us , and I hope we fhall con- 
query lince in turning of our lide , you without doubt will make the victory turn with 
you. Yes Brother, { reply'd Prince Artaxerxes ) we ſhall corquer ; and it the godvlare 
not roo much our Enemies, an Army commanded by Orooneates , and by fo many ya- 
liant Princes cannot chuſe but hope tor victory. After theſe words , and many others fy! 
of modeſty, and civility, they received Lyl:machus, Proiomeus, and.Crarerus, and by lit- 
tle and little all che conſiderable men ot the Army , Berenice, Apamta, and the other 
Ladies , whom the apprehenltons*of that Cay had wakn d fooner than ordinary , came 
thither alſo; Apamia and Arlinoe openly ſhev,'d the tear they were in for their dear Huſ. 
bands, and Berenice,though ſke endeavoured to Giflemble part ot hers, or to make the 
opinion of it fall upon her aftection to her brother , could not Keep the company from 
iſovering that though Orooncates was very dear to her, yet her greatelt diſquiets wete 
for Artaxerxes. . Oroondates obſerved it with much joy , and as jealous as he had been 
of him for another, he ervyed rot his friend the prececence in his Siſters affection, 
'Twas in her preferce Artaxerxes called tor his Arms , - which had rewly been preſented 
to him by his Uncle Prince Oxyartes : They had been Darius his , and were the ſame he 
wore when under the name of Codoman , he by a memorable combat had adced Arme- 
nia to the Crown of Perſia ; and the Prince his Son having kifled chem , out of the reſpe& 
he owed unto that memory , could rot put them on withour folemnizing that remem- 
brance with ſome tears , nor without drawing ſome by luis ation trom the eyes of Oroon- 
dates , and Oxyartes, with the reſt of their Companions. As Darius bad been the greateſt 
and molt magnificenc King in all the World , his Armes ſhewed tokens of his magnifi- 
cence, and of his Sreatneſs,and the gold and ftiones of value wherewith they were enriched, 
afforded no ſight of the matter whereof they were mace ; ſo that when the Prince had 
put them on , he look'd like fierce Achilles in thoſe gallant Arms , whereon Vulcan, at 
the requeſt.of Thetis , had ſet forth the utmoſt of his Skill, _ All the Princes went out of 
the Tent together to be preſent at the ſacrifices that were going to te offered through the 
whole Camp , and by the zeal they teſtified in that a&tion , mace the Souldiers know 
that 'twas rather from the gods than from their valour they ought to expe the ſucceſs 
of that dangerous day ; the Prieſt tou:d rothing ominous, either in the imoak , or in the 
entrails of the beaſts, and ſome amongtt them having eſpied an Eagle flying toward their 
left hand drew a'preſage trom thence, that gave them a very great hope of viory, The 
Troops began preſently after to march out of their entrenchments , and were drawn up 
in the plain by the care of Et menes and Polyperchon , while Arſaces took a leave of Be- 
renice which ſhe could not give him without breaking forth into ſorrow , and while 
Prince Oroondates, attended by his faithfull Araxes,gallop'd through all the ſeveral divi- 
lions, and by his words and preſence ſtirr'd up a Celire to fight in the hearts of the verieſt 
cowards. The Princeſles were already retired, all the Commaiiders were at the headsof 
their Battalions, and the Forces, being quite drawn vp, marched toward their Enemies 
M gallant order ; they had moved but a little way when they perceiv'd them , and from a 
riling ground ſaw all the Field of Babylon covered with men and horſes. Their order 
was no leſs beautifull than that of our Princes , ror their March leſs conſiderable. Per- 
diccas had divided his Army into fix Battalions ; the firſt, compoſed of Macedonians, 
Parthians, and the inhabitants of mount Caucaſus, was commanded by the valiant Seleu- 
cus. CaflandGr led the ſecond,conliſting of Carians, Lycians , and of the jrvincible Ar- 
Siraſpides, The Third oteyed Leonatus , and uncer him marched the Pamphilians , the 
Oraches, and the Argeans. The fourth was under the Concutt of Alcetas , in which were 
the inhabitants of the two Mediaes, the Pelaſgians, and tl:oſe Zogdians that were not un- 
der the Juriſdiion of Artabaſus, The fifth, whoſe leacer was Neoptolemns , was made 
up of natural Perſians , and the inhabitants of Suſiana , and thoſe ot that part of Badiria 
which was under the*obedience of Scytheus. Peuceſtas brought up the laſt, and was fol- 
lowed by the Babylonians, Bellites, and the Souldiers of Margiana, Python had the charge 
of two hundred and fifty arm'd Chariots, and Statanor that of five or | x thouſard Horſe , 
which were a reſerve for the ſame purpoie of thoſe of Demetrius, The two Armies were 
no ſooner within ſight but they ſaluted one arother after the uſual manner , and all the 
valiant Commanders of each lide,animated by the preſent obje&s , and by the ny" 
neſs 
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neſs the obſerv'd in ciieir ſouldiers faces , ſhew'd a generous impatience in their own , and 
forgot not any thins belonging to their charge - that could conduce unto the Vittory. 
Lylmachus, Prolomeus, Craterus, Thaleſfris, Eumenes, Polyperchon , and Demetrius , 
appear'd at the head of their Troops like ſo many invincible Alcides - Arſaces was before 
the firſt with more than a humane preſence , and wich a Majetty worthy of his high birth, 
which begot love, reſpect, and tear_in all rhar beheld him , and Prince Oroondartes fullex 
of bulinels than all the reit, ſeem'd alſo to be greater and handſomer than ordinary , and 
the action wherewith he was animated, made a fre appear about his face, which dazled 
the eyes of all chat conſider'd him. He had alread wearied two horſes with riding about 
t every rank, nor did he forget any of his natural eloquence, to inflame the coldeſt hearts 
with a delire of vitory. My valiane companions, (ſaid he to thoſe that could hear him)I am 
unworthy to command theſe 1nvincible Forces, which under a Leader worthy bf them,have 
vanquiſh'd all the earth ; but ſince Ihave the glory to fight with you this day, I ſhall alſo 
have the glory to conquer with you. I to leſs generous perſons ſhould repreſent the in- 
tereſt you all have in this vitory , I ſhould make ſome of you delire it by the hope of 
ineſtimable ſpoils , others by that of reſt, which after ſuch a tedious labour you well may 
wiſh » and all by chat of the high reputation your Armes have given you, and whick from 
the iſſue of this day expedts its laſt eſtabliſhment : bur to the conqueraurs of the world, to 
the maſters of the whole earth, what can a {tranger promiſe, what can he make be hop'd, 
that is not far below them? / and what belief can they have in an unknown perſon , whoſe 
molt glorious advantage is that he holds to day from the goodneſs of your Princes , and of 
your ſelves? It ſhall therefore be neicher ſpoil nor glory that T'le propoſe to you , but 
the revenge of your great King , and the ſafety and liberty of your Il|uftrious Queen ; 
'Tis againſt the horrible murcherers of Alexander you are to fight, and from thoſe very 
murtherers you demand nothing but the Widow and Siſter of that vitorious King, Be- 
lides the quality that alliance gave them, their birth is confiderable to many of you, and 
I aſſure my ſelf,that among Troops of ſo many feverall Nations, which heretofore were un- 
der the obedience of the worthily deplored Darius, there area great number who yet hold 
his memory in veneration. Allow ſomething ( valiant mar allow ſomething to that re- 
membrance ; the ſon of that great King , more conliderable by his vertues than by his 
birth, fights on your ſide to day, and forgets whatſoever ſome of you have done againſt his 


houſe , to turn all his reſentments againit your enemies. Youwill infallibly conquer be- 


ing ſupported as you are , both by the juſtice of your Quarrel,. and by the courage of ſo 
many brave Commanders who tight at the head of you : If your foes are valiant , as with- 
out doubt they are, ſince they heretofore were yqur companions, and that they fhar'd with 
you in the honour of ſo many Conqueſts ; if they be harder to vanquiſh than thoſe Nations 
you have overcome withoutreliſtance , the ViAtory over them will be much the: more 
glorious and you may boaſt, that after havirig ſubdued Aſia, and the greatelt part of 
Europe, and Africa, you at laſt have conquer'd the only Enemies that, conld diſpute the 
rize of valour with you. Oroondates had hardly ended theſe words,when the Souldiers by 
= acclamations teſtified what an imprethoi! they had wrought upon thent, and at the 
ſame time they were come ſo near their Enernies, chat itno longer was in the power of the 
Generals to bridle their impetuouſneſs. | 24 ap. 

The Laſt ſignals were given on either (ide, and the Troops march'd np with ſuch a fury 
as could be compar'd to nothing but it ſelf, On one fide the great Arfac&s , and on the 
other brave Seleucus began that bloody -day,- and the foremoſt ranks of each party , 
after having chang'd a cloud of arrows , cloſed to a nearer diſtance, and drawing their 
{words fell without delay to handy-blows. Their valiant Leaders, who equally ſought for 
glory where the danger was greateſt, and who knew not ore another by reaſon they had 
chang'd their Armes, ran fiercely to the charge , and having broken their Javelins u 
their ſhields, which they mutually oppoſed againſt their ſtrokes, they ſhock'd each other 
withan incredible violence. Arſaces was diſorder'din his feat, and Seleucus was like tg 
bave loſt his, yet did he ſettle himſelf again with a great deal of agility , and by his regdi- 
neſs in drawing his ſword , cover'd part of the diſadvantage of that Encounter. Theſe 
two great men,being in the -middle of their Troops , had not the liberty of a laſting 


Combat » bur were both conftrain'd by the throng that parted them , to carry death-ro 
Rrrr 2 other 
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other perſons. Eucrates the ſon of Axiarchus , Prince of the inhabitants of Mount Cay- \ 


caſus, with his brother Evagoras were the firſt that found it under the ſword of Arſaces: 
and though they had courage, and that they charg d him both rogether , their attempts 
were to no purpoſe againſt him , and receiv'd a diferent death, one by the point, the 
other by the edge of his keen ſword. From theſe he pafled on to other enemies , diſdain- 
ing common ones to chuſe ont thoſe that were more terrible ; Oxyartes , Enmenes , Co- 
phes, and Ilyoneus, indeavour'd to follow him amongſt rhe tluckelt, but though they did 
actions worthy of their great reputation , Arſaces open'd their way whitherſoever he 
turn'd, andin all places left bloody marks of his having paſled, Selenucus and his men 
conteſted for the advantage with wonderous courage, and the hand of Seleucus had al- 
ready laid Cophes in the duit, and given two dangerous wounds to Ilyoneus ; *but then Per- 
diccas made Caſlander advance with his Battalion on the right hand, and Leonatus with 
another on the left. The falling on of the fierce Argiraſpides, who gave death to all that 
came before them, ſoon made the Victory incline towards Perdiccas his (ide, and if Prince 
Oroondates in perſon had not brought up Lylimachus with his Troops , thoſe of Arſaces 
would have been in manifeſt danger. Demetrius, by the ſame order , aſſaulted Leonatus 
alſo at the ſame time, but with ſuch vigour, that he preſently trampled under foot whatſo- 
ever oppoſed his paſſage. This double re-inforcement chang'd the forme of the Bartle 5 
and all Perdiccas Fs advantage was loft in a fight of more equaliry : Bur Python then ap- 
peared with his.arm'd Chariots, and ruſhing on with them into the Enemies infantry, did 
very conſiderable Execution. Oroondates commanded on young Alexander with his , 
which making a no leſs bloody ſlaughter, return'd a cruel exchange to the contrary party, 
Tuaen it was that the face of the Battle became more horrible, and that death ran throfigh 
all the ranks in many hideous and diſmal formes. Oroondates having diſ-engaz'd himſelf 
of the firſt cares of his command , began to fight now in his own perſon , and after he 
had ſlain the firſt that withſtood his fury , ſought Perdiccas amongtt all his enemies, and 
made his name reſound which way ſoever he went. Perdiccas avoided not the Combat, 
but was inviron'd by a number of his friends , to whom Oroondates his Valour was 
well known, and who, by the trial they had made of it in the former Battle , were afraid, 
with reaſon, for their General , and oppoſed the celign he had to ſtand the fury of that 
dreadfull Enemy. Oroondates hew'd open his paſſage to them , but not without difficul- 
ties, and dangers,wherein any other man but he would have been loft. Python, who at 
the head of his Chariots made a lamentable Maſlacre of the Foot , having a while beheld 
his admirable a&ions, notwithſtanding the hazard he ſawin that reſolution, had yer the 
boldneſs to encounter him , and remembring in how many perils he had our-brav'd pale 
death under the command of Alexandef 5 he thought that without diſhonour he could 
not ſhun that laſt. With his belief he oppoſed Oroondates his paſſage, and chars'd him 
with ſo weighty a ftroke , as made the Prince of Scythia know the Vigour of his Key 3 
but he ſoon gave him berter proofs of his,for with his ſhield receiving thoſe blows where- 
with he ſeconded his firſt, he with one ſingle rhraft, in the default of his Cuiraſs, found 
entrance to the ſeat of life. That famous ,Captain, opening his arms fell dead at the 
feer of Agenor his youngeſt ſon, who not willing to ſvrvive his father , inſtead of giving 
him the laſt aſfiltance, ran deſperately as a lion to his revenge ; Cruel mart ( cried he 
tothe Prince ) ſince thou haſt kill'd my farther, either dye , or kill me alſo : As he ſpake 
theſe words , &e ruſh'd precipitately upon him w:th ſo little c:rcumſpe&ion, that in the 
int of his ſword, yet reaking with his fathers blood , he found the end of that life , 
which he no longer would preſerve. Nearchus, a moſt intimate friend to Python , 
flew upon his murtherer with a _ many others , . but the furious Scythians made way 
amonsfit them like a thunder-bolt , and ſending ſome of the forwardeſt to bite the 
ground, laid Nearchus himſelf there alſo, _— given bim two very dangerous wounds, 
This action was in the {ight of Perdiccas and of his friends , who altogether ran upon 
Oroondates with terrible cries, and wich Perdiccas whom he ſought , had like -to have 
made him alſo find his death. Yet did he lay abont him with a more than manly fierce- 
neſs, and there came but tew blows from his hand that drew not ſome of the Enemies 
blood. He had deſcried Perdiccas in the midſt of them , and 'wwas at Perdiccas he 
ruſh'd headlong,through the claſhing of a hundred ſwords : Are theſe ( cried he to wg 
the 
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the effeats of thy gallant reſolution, and of thy love 2 Come. out of that. Crowd, which 
faves me from thy valour, and itthou art a worthy ſucceflour of Alexander, ſhun not 
che ſword of thy Rival, and of thine Enemy. Theſe words receiv'd no anſwer, bur the 
blows of a great many ſwords at the ſame time ; and without doubt that obſtinate Prince 
had met his death amonglt fo great a number of foes, it the Gods had not ſent Arſaces 
and Lylimachus with a Troop of Valiant men to his Relief. Arſaces was all dyed in 
blood, and Lylimachus had thed ſo much, that his arms were reg all over with it : Thoſe 
two brave Princes having found Oroondates in ſo great a danger, Courage ( cried they 
both together ) we mutt Corquer, we mult rake reyenge, and breaking into rhat Rampart 
of men which ſheltred Perdiccas from the Prince of Scythia's fury , quickly lefſen'd their 
mmber , and with a&tions worthy of themſelves, diſengag'd their gallant friend. 
Oroondates was ſorry he had neglected the care or a General , to follow his particular 
Revenge, and knowing that all the enemies Army began to encompals them, ſent word by 
Alexander to Craterns, and tothe Amazon Queen , that they ſhonld bring up the laft bat-+ 
talions to charge. This order was preſently perform'd, and Craterus on the one (ide , 
and the matchleſs Qneen on the other, came inco the fight, preſently after Alcetas, Peuce- 
#as, and Neptolemeus. Then it was that the Maflacre grew horrible , and that the famous 
Troops of Alexander , with the renowned Amazons , flew many thouſand men, whoſe 
courage might have prolong'd their deſtiny againſt other Enemies. But on the other 
party the Macedonians , and the invincible Argiraſpides made no leſs laughter of thoſe 
with whom they fought. Thoſe fearleſs women, led by their warlike Queen, got ground 
of Neoptolemeus his Squadrons, and Thaleftris being ergag'd in fight with their Com- 
mander, afrer ſome blows rhat paſled without inequality , wounded him at laſt with many 
others , and made him fall under the Horſes feet. No ſooner was Alceras come up into the 
battle,but Lyſimachus had ſought him through all the field , loudly defying him to the 
Combat, and by provoking words inviting him to uſe the ſame diligence on his (ide ; but 
Alcetas was not at liberty todo ſo , for he was then exchanging blows with Demerrius, 
and that with (o little advantage , that if his friends had not deliver'd him our of: the 
hands of chat young Prince, there was no doubt bur he had loſt his life. Among all the 
chief Commanders on either (ide , there was not one but made himſelf remarkable that 
day, by many proofs of courage. Lylin achus did ations beyond all the fabulous He- 
roes ; Ptolomeus thruſt on by an old animolity , cloſed often with Seleucus, but they till 
were parted by their men, and carried the effects of their anger other where, which be- 
came fatal to divers valiant Souldiers. Eumenes ſought all about for his ancient Enemy 
Neoptolemus , but the Amazon Queen hadalready diſpatcht him to his hand:.; , Crate- 
rus , Oxyartes , Polyperchon , Antigonus , and Laomedon, appear'd both in the duties 
of Commanders , and in the ations of Souldiers, worthy of their high reputation. Part 
of the day waz paſſed without giving any probable Conjecture” of the ſucceſs: of thar - 
bloody batrel, __ Statanor ( whom Perdiccas had reſerved with {x thouſand hotſe ),ad- 
yvanc'd at the Orders he receiv'd, and came powring down upon-the , Amazons, |. Seleucus 
on the other (ide having rallied the Argiraſpides : Invincible Argiraſpides:, { cried he} 
who have never fought but to overcome , will you ſufter your ſelves torbe robb'd of a 
Victory which is your due ? And will you lofe in one ſingle day that high Renown you 
have acquired in ſo many years ? Ah ! Let us rather dye together , and if we cannot be 
Conquerouts , let us at leaft fall with a glocy worthy of the memory <- Alexander. 
With theſe words he ran formoſt into the Lydian Squadrons, and having with''a ſhock 
orethrown their Prince the brave Menander , he with two ſpeeding blows flew, Cleobulus, 
and Leoftenes, the ſgns of Ariobarſanes , who tought near his perſon. The Axgiraſpides 
enconraged by that glorious Example , gave fuch a turious charge againſt the Lydians , 
and Cilicians, that bevice forced their oppolitiong \they made them turn their backs, and 
bezan to perſue them with a terrible Execution; On the other fide, the Amazons,,not ba-, 
ving been able to reliſt the brunt of Statanor's Cavalry , hadgiven, back in fpite of them, 
and thoſe freſh men falling in when they were tir'd -with fighting , put them ir: ſo great 
diſorder, that they wanted but very little of being defeated. The valiant Thaleftris doing. 
wonders in her own perſon, ſawClytemneſtra andAmalthea fall dead at her feet,and rymning 
keadlong to their revenge; her horſe was kill'd under her with a multitude of wound, The 
. anget 
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danger in which ſhe ſaw her could npthing daunt her , but fighting a foot with an invin- 
cible courage,ſhe made an heap ot bodies which tor a while detended her trom her'foes. Yer 
was ſheready to have loſt her life, nor being able to hope for any reliet from her routed 
Amazons, when the gods brought Arſaces to her affiftance. The name of Arſaces truck 
a fear into the Enemies Troops ; but betore he could make his paſlage to the Queen, her 
Cask was fallen at her feet, and her head being unarm'd , would certainly have been 
wounded by the hand of cruel Statanor , it the unexpetted ſword of a Warriour, who 
appear'd upon a ſudden , had not flaſh'd off that ſacrilegious arm , and with a ſecond 
blow taken the life of that barbarous man , whom the light of ſo. much beauty had 
not been able to make relent, After this ation , that valiant man flew Sinus alſo 
the Prince of Suliana , who was one of the eagerelt to kill or take the Queen, and gave 
the ſon of Scytheus a mortal wound. By theſe exploits he ſcattered the throng wherewirh 
Thaleſtris was almoſt orewhelm'd, and had already procur'd her means to get upon Sta- 
canor's hotſe,when they ſaw the toe give way at the arrival of the redoubted Arfaces. 
Arſaces was follow'd by a ſquadron of Ba&rians and Cappadocians , who, under ſuch 2 
Leader;quickly chang'd the tace of the Combat ; for charging into the thickeſt of Scy- 
theus his Suſians and Zogdians , he not only Rtopt tbeir imperuolity , but made them 
loſe the delign they had againſt the lite of their enemies , to think upon the preſervation 
of their own; How many courageous men fell then under the ſword of great Araces , 
and how much blood did he pour forth tothe fair Amazon's revenge , and to Darius his 
memory 1 Scytheus was one of the firſt that felt his tury , who, being rua quite through 
the body , fell without breath into the middle of his Troops. Arthous Prince of the Pelal- 
Sians would have — his friend , but he mer adeſtiny which difter'd only ir. this, 
that Scytheus received his death by the poynt of Arſaces ſwotd,and he his by the edge,for 
both his arms,which he had lifted up to diſcharge a blow wich all his force on his enemies 
head,being cur off cloſe by his elbows, he was carried away awhile by his unguided Horſe, 
and tumbled at laſt among the feet of ;the reſt , where he miſerably loſt his life. Thar 
Warrior who had firſt reliev'd the Amazon's Queen , feconded Arſaces with blows little 
different from his; and Thaleſtris being got on Horſe-back , and having put on her Cask 
again by his afſiſtance , labour'd in her own revenge with marvellous animoſity. The 
Amazons rallied ina little time, and being encourag'd by the Example of their Queen, 
and by the help of the Ba&trians, and of the Cappagocians their neighbours z they came 
on a freſh with ſuch a fury, that the Troops: of Statanor , the Sulians , and the Zogdians 
having loſt their chief Commanders, were no longer able to withſtand them , but having 
fought a while retiring, at lalt turned their backs, and quitted the Viftory and the Field 
together; The conquerours ſeeing them routed , foflow'd their advantage with loud 
cries, butin the interim on the other wing of the Battel the ſucceſs was very contrary, 
The Argiraſpides and Macedonians led by the furious Seleucus, Caflander and Perdiccas 
who then fought there in perſon; after having broken the Lydian and Pamphilian ſqua- 
drons, were already enlarging their Vittory upon the Phrygians , and by little and little 
were patting the better part of the Army in a rout, They till advanc'd like an impetuous 


| Torrent which nothing was able to relfſt , when the Gods for the ſafety of their foes 


broughr"Prmce Oroondates to oppoſe them , who with- Ptolomens and Lylimachus 
came from another part ofthe battel where his preſence had been neceflaty. O Gods, how 
reat was thEindignatior of the Prince of Scythia, when he ſaw his de&ated Troops fly 
amefully before the face of their enemies ! Certainly , it would bewery bard to repre- 
ſent his fory, but they that came in his way felt the prodigious effets of it ;; he calt up his 
terrible brows onevery (ide, and having awhile conſidered that fad form of Combat, he 
gal »p'd--before the chief of them that fled , and raiſing his voice that he might be 
eard, Whither fly you ( cried he) valiant men ? Whither flye you? What Retreat have 
you if yot loſe this battel? What Walls to: eſcape thefitiry of your Conquerours ? And 
how willyou ſave your ſelves either from death,or from eternal infamy ? are you the ſame 
men that fought under Alexander the Great ? And the fame men who a few- minutes 
{ince had ſs gloriouſly begun the ViRory ? By what accident, and by what loſſes are- you 


chang'd' and weaken'd? In ſpeaking thefe words he oppoſed their flight with his ſword 
np, and ſtopping one of the Chief Lydian Captains by the artn ; Stay, (faid he ) apr face 
about, 
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about, ſee here are thy enemies. By theſe words, animated with an extraordinary gefture, 
and ſeconded by others from Lylimachus, and Prolomeus , he made ſome of thoſe frighted 
men take heart again , but he encourag'd them a great deal better by his ations : Follow 
me, ( ſaid he to them) do but tollow me the way that I will open to you ; andat the ſame 
time havins obſerv'd Seleucus at the head of the Argiraſpices,tie judg'd that a good part of 
che victory conlilted in defeating him. He advanc'd toward hitn with a threatming cry, and 
Seleucus,vho ſaw him coming , expected him with a great deal of Reſolution ; the firſt 
ſtrokes they gave were reaſonable equal, but,chough at another time Seleucus might have 
been able to make a long reliſtance , Oroondates his torce was then redoubled by his 
violent anger , and he ſhewed no ſmall proof of it , when being cloſed with Seleucus, he 
lockt him {o {trongly in his arms,that, clapping ſpurrs to his horſe,he lifted that gallant man 
out of his ſaddle , and having carried him above twenty paces , let him fall quite aſtonied 
amongſt the horſes feer. Caflander, to revenge Seleucus, ftruckOroondates a blow behind, 
but the furion> Prince turning about to him, made his ſword come down with ſuch a force 
upon his head, that his Cask was deeply dinted by it, and Caſlander himſelt, having his face 
bath'd in blood, reel'd from his horſe amons ſome of his men who were come up to his 
relief. Perdiccas could nor ſee theſe actions withour being terrified, yet having courage e- 
nough to prefer death before infamy, did not turn his back, but dar'd to ſtand the furious 
Prince, who,knowing him by many marks, flew at him, as an Eagle at her prey. Thou muſt 
die Perdiccas,( cryed he ) thou mult die for Satira, lince thou art unworthy to live for her; 
With theſe words he ruſh'd vpon him withTherceneſs which made him grow pale under 
his arms, and forc'd him to approve of the help he receiv'd from thoſe about him. With 
two blows Oroondates gave him, he dyed his arms in blood, which came ftreaming from 
two ſeveral places, but as eager as he was upon his vittory he could not hinder Perdiccas 
his friends from thruſting themfelves berween, nor from reſcuing him out of his hands half 
vanquiſht and half dead.  Oroondates took revenge;for the diſpleaſure. he receiv'd , upon 


Tome of thoſe which cauſed it;and at the ſame time turning his eye towards his own men,he 


ſaw Penceſtas and Leonatus fall by the hands of Lylimachus and Ptolomens. By theſe brave 
Examples the Phrisjans, Lydians, and Pamphilians ftaid their flight,and fac'd about to their 
enemies with ſogreat reſolution;that they ſeeing themſelves depriv'd of thoſe valiant com- 
manders,who had animated them, had not enough to make teliſtance, eſpecially when they 
ſaw the brave Demetrius,follow'd by a good body of horſe, come thundering uponthem , 
and Craterus alſo at the head of the Macedonians. This ſecond charge finding them waver- 
ing, utterly took away their courage , ſo that of terrible Conquerours, which they were a 
few minutes before, they became timerous Runawayes, and inſtead of yiory, which by ſo 
much blood they lad almoſt gotten , they only ſought to ſave themſelves by flight. That 
rout amongſt chem v.as ſo general, that the ſtouteſt of them ſhamefully rurn'd their backs, 


"and even the two chief Leaders of the Arsiraſpides, Antigenes, and Teuramus,both woun- 


ded by the ſwords of Lylimachus and Demetrius,being eſcap'dout of their hands,like feeble 
birds out of a Falcons Tallons , fled to avoid the danger that threatened them, and, by their 
example, pertetted the routing of their men. They are beaten , my valiant friends («cried 
Prince Oroondates ) they are beaten , and if you neglect not the advantages your valour 
has given you , this is the laſt day of the Warr and of your enemies. As he had ſaid theſe 
words, he threw himſelf amongſt them who yet made oppolition,the greateſt part of which 


were Macedonians, and having,with the Troops that vigorouſly ſeconded Im, watred the 


field with the blood of thoſe that were moſt reſolute;the reſt, unable to ſuſtain his violence, 
followed the example and the deſtiny of their companions. From this part of the battle, 
and from that where Arſaces, Thaleſtris,and Eumenes had fought with the ſame ſucceſs,the 
rout ſpread over all the field, and Perdiccas his whole _ = it ſelf up either toflight, 
or to the mercy of the enemy ;. nor was there longer any fighting ſeen, but only executi- 
on without reſiſtance, and a lamentable ſlaughter, whichzfor a long time, the Commanders 
werenot able to hinder. The Amazons incenſed by the loſs of their Companions , gave 
ſtore of blood to their revenge,. and the people of the moſt cruel natures, as the Thraci- 
ans, Arabes, and Hircanians, not regarding pity, covered the ground all over with dead 
bodies. Thoſe that could make uſe of the ſwiftneſs of their Horſes , ſought ſafety toward 


the town, but the miſerable footzeither loſt their lives upon the place,or tound their deaths 
"m 
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in the River, where they leaPt in headlong to ſhun the ſword of heir Enemies. The.wa- 
ters of Euphrates, which betore were clear and pure, turn d red with the blood of many 
thouſands, and ſeem'd to ſwell higher with thoſe ſtreams, which made a ſecond River upon 
their banks. The renown'd Arſaces carried on by the ardour of the fight , had crofled 
through ſo many Squadrons, that he ar laft was come near the place , where Oroondates 
by his slorious Attions had given the Victory to his party ; aud ſeeking for reliſtance 
Gre he thought he might find gt , was brought by Selencus his good fortune, where 
that valiant man, wry to the laſt extremity of hus life , was diſputing the remainders of 
it a-foot avainit a company of Souldiers,who, bur for his arrival,had certainly made an end 
of him. Arſaces having heard ſome body name him, and knowing him by divers marks,he, 
who,though he had nor known him, and for all he was an Enemy , would not have ſuffer' 
ſo brave a man to be lain, rode up before all his Souldiers, and,by redoubled cries ſtopping 
the fury of the hotteſt among them, drew near to Seleucus, who making uſe of that reſpite 
that was given him, ſet the point of his ſword upon the ground, and leaning on the hilt to 
take a little reſt and breath, ſaw his blood run down from a great many parts of his body. 
Arſaces putting up the beaver of his helmet, Valiant Selencus ( ſaid he ) you ſhall not dye, 
nor ſhall you be overcome,Arſaces will repay you part of what he ows you; and though he 
was not oblig'd to you for his life , he with all generous men ows his relief unto your ver- 
tae, Seleucus knowing him , would no lonser diſpuce his life , nor his liberty, againſt 
him,but preſenting him his ſword,l yield my (f(ſaid he)and 1 yield my ſelf without ſhame 
to the great Arſaces, with this belief,that if hehad not ceaſed to be my friend, ſhould net 
now have been conquer'd. Arſaces was going to reply , when he perceivd him to Srow 

ale, and by little and little to {ink into a \wound , which his wearineſs and loſs of blood 
fad cauſed. He imbraced him preſently to hold him up, and teeling him faint in his arms, 
he turn'd towards ſome he knew, and,making them take hifi up, commanded them to carr 
him into his Tent, and lay him in his bed,with the fame care he would have delired to his 
own perſon, Then ſeeking Oroondates , on every tide he found him buſied with Lyſima- 
chus, D2metrius, and Ptolomeus, to ſtop the ſlaughter of ſo many men , who had given 
over all reſiſtance. Spare friends, ( cried he , running from place to place ) ſpare thoſe who 
were your Countreymen, and your fellow ſouldiers, there has been blood enough ſhed al- 
ready,and our Victory for being the more bloody , cannot now be any thing the more en- 
rire. Arſaces help'd the Prince of Scythia in that imploiment , and by the care they took 
they ſav'd the lives of many thouſand men. The ſouldiers having long; been deaf to thoſe 
commands, began to = in many places, and giving quarter , took ſome of their Ene- 
mies Priſoners, leaving the reſt freeliberty to eſcape; all thoſe that could get off, retir'd 
to Babylon, the Gates whereof were ſetopento them, and of all that mighty number of 
Souldiers , which a few hours before had covered all the Plain , there remain'd not any” 
without the walls, but what were either dead or Priſoners. In ſhort,our Princes had as total 
a ViAtory as they could have wiſht, and if the ardonr of Oroondates and Arſaces had 
been follow'd, they that very day would have appear'd at the heels of the runawayes , be- 
fore the Gates of Babylon ; but Antigonus, Craterus, and Polyperchon oppoſed that re- 
ſolution, and knowing that it was near night, and that the City was not in a condition 
to be ealily taken, they ſtayed their impetuouſneſs with very ſpecious reaſons ; and telling 
them how well they ought to be ſatisfied with the ations of that day , perſwaded them 
to beſtow the feſt of it in the care of their wounded men, and in the help they ow'dunto 
their friends, many of whom lying among the dead may yet have need, and be in a 
condition to make uſe, of their affiſtance. The two great Princes , to whoſe valour and 
conduet the Army confefled it ſelf indebted for the ViRory, ſubſcrib'd to the opinion of 
their friends , and after having employ'd their care and their Authority in quieting all the 
Field, they cauſed a Retreat to be ſounded on every life , moderating their impatience by 
hope of laying ſiege within a few dayes to Babylon. 


The end of the fourth Book, and of the 
fourth Part of Caſſandra. 


687 


SOS SELLERS: PLELELEEY PPE 
DP POEPEPBOBEEIDDBBOPBOGEEG 


CALIST A 


965 EQ T lat, Caliſta, at la5F I am got to the end of that 
A < long Carreer , in which I have run by your com- 
£4 mand. Ibe courſe perhaps hath been contempti « 
' ble ; norbave I been ſo little aided by the inſpi- 
> rations you have given me, as to look back upon 
it with ſhame , or with diſcontent. But Caliſta, 


where are the Crowns © and where is the Prize that ſhould have 


CY 
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| waited for me at the end of the Race ? And where 1s that Repofe 
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I -bought 1 bad labrured for , in obeying you © And which I thought 
I mld bave found , as well as my now fortunate Heroes ? They 
all are in the Haven, Caliſta, and 1 remain alone in thoſe fierce 
orms,, from which, I, for your ſake, delivered them. The com- 
paſſzon you bad of thei diſafters , made me ſeek for their con- 
tentment , by forgetting my own ; and you find ſo great a ſari 
faStion in the end of ail ther miſeries , that you newer ſo much 
as ſpend a thought on nine. Can I bavethis cruel , this torment= 
ing knowledge without accuſing you of injuſtice ® And may I not , 
without offending that reſpe&, which I have never violated , take 
a liberty to utter ſome complaints againſt you £ Certamily leſs rea- 
ſonable ones have been pardoned , and I bave taken pains enough 
or your diverſion, and perchance too for your glory , to bope for 
ſome kand of acknowledgement from you. The fair name of Ca+ 
liſta ( zf I may ſay fo with moaeſty ) ) bath not appeared with any 
diſgrace at the. beginning of ths work ; and Callandra hath bee 
fo happy in ber afflicizons , as to be ableto tell you without vani- 
ty , ſbe' bath added ſomewhat to your reputation. Though it 
may be I have unjuſtly fancied that conceit , it draws me not 
from a belief much better grounded. F:- know that all I can peſſ % 
Sil 0, 
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do,comes ſhort of what I owe you 3 and for all I demanded a recompence, 
1 am not ignorant that Ireceive a perfe& one, inthe glory of obtaining 
your Commands. 

Well then Caliſta, T bave nothing to deſire of you, and ſball be fully 
ſatisfied, if T have but ſucceeded paſſably in the deſign of pleaſing you. 
. Read this Concluſion you bawe ſo much deſired of Oroondates bis ad. 
ventures, yet as youread it, make ſome refle1on upon him,that gives it 
you, and remember with ſome touch of compaſſion, that while your faith- 
full put an end to the misfortune of others be ſtill continued in bis own, 
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DLOCORSSRtb He death of many thouſand men, which our Princes loſt in that bloody 
; Battle , could not damp the general rejoycing for ſo. important a 
Victory ; and the Conquerours, retirin from amons che flain, to 
return into their Camp, made all the Field of Babylon refound with 
ſhril cryes that Eccho'd to the Heavens. . The Pruices, though more 
moderate in their good fortune, could not oppoſe the motions of ſg 
reaſoriable a joy , nor themſelves diflemble the ſacisfaction they res 
pe ceived from that happy ſucceſs : Yet had they hoped for it before 
with a marvellous confidence ; and by the lirtle order they had taken about their Bageage, 
in caſe of a contrary event, and about the conſervation of thoſe things, and even of thoſe 
perſons that were dear to them , they ſutficiently had teſtified, that they marched either 
to Death, or Victory. The Princeſles, and rhe other Women of the Camp, who had ſpent 
that day at the foot of their Altars, had no ſooner learn'd the iflue, but they came forth to 
meet them, tranſported with an exceſs of gladneſs ; and covering their particular fears in 
the general ſatisfaction, welcomed them, af bloody, with, cheerfull acclamations, and 
would have run on to greater Liberties, if the fight of their Blood had not withkeld them, 
by an apprehenſion of their Wounds. Though Berenice had not doubted perhaps, where 
ſhe ſhould beitow her chiefeſt Wiſhes, ſhe doubted where ſhe ſhould beſtow her firſt pub- 
lick Expreſſions , and though ſhe preſently fell upon Oroondates his Neck, it was not with- 


CHIC. W.AD 


. outfixins her Eyes upon Arſaces ; yet after ſhe had paid what ſhe thought due to modeſt y, 


ſhe alſo contented her affeftion : And being no longer in tearms, no nor ſo much as in a 
reſolution to hide it, when it was approved by all thoſe perſons to whom ſhe was to be ac- 
countable, ſhe gave all the marks of it to her dear Artaxerxes, which he could have deſired 
from her in that encounter. Alas ! How often had ſhe grown pale that day, at the re- 
membrance of thoſe dangers into which that Prince was gone to precipitate himſelf ? 
And how often had the frighted her ſelf with mortal apprehenlions, that the Arms of 
the Macedonians might be more cruel, than thoſe of the Scythians 2 and chat he might 
perchance meet that Death amongſt their Swords, which he had ſo many times eſcaped in 
the Wars of her Countrey 2 But ſeeing him come off ſafe from ſo great a danger, and with 
dim that dear Brother, for whom her tears had been redoubled, the ſtood in need of all 
her moderation to contain her ſelf, Arſaces received thoſe laſt marks of her Aﬀection 
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with that powerfull intereſt, whereby be had ingaged himſelf ſo many years", and 
Oroondates found his atiffagion for that Vifory conliderably augmented by the 
tender kindnefſes. of that gear. Siſter , and by the- raviſhing contentments of thac 
worthy Brother. Apamia and Arlione, were neither lefs eoncerned, ror leis offici- 
ous about their noble Husbands, and their Brothers ; and Deidamia ſeemed to have 
ſtopt her tears a while, and to have ſuſpended the remembrance oft the dead, to parrake 
in the joy of thoſe Princeſſes, ry whom ſhe was already linked with a very real friend- 


ip. | 
" The firſt care our Pripces took, before they went into their Tents , was that of 
rendering thanks unto tif Gods by Sacrifices, which were inſtantly offered ; the 
next, that of ſending co ſeek out thoſe among the dead , who were yet in a con- 
dition to receive their athſtance ; and the lait , that of cauling their own wound 
to be ſearched and drefled. The Princeſſes were preſent at this ation in a terrible 
fear ; and the Chyrurgeons, after the Princes were laid in Bed , performed their of- 
fice very carffully. Orgondares and Artaxerxes , who with prodigious exploits 
had ſought Degth and Wounds among ſo many thouſand Swords , 'by a kind of 
miracle had hardly any bnrt at all ; and the Princeſles had ſcarce power enough 
over them, to make them keep their Beds the next Day : Lyſimachus was almoſt in 
the ſame condition ; Prolomeus his left Arm was run through with a Javelin , and 
Eumenes his Taigh with a Sword : Thaleſtris had three or four Wounds , but all 
flight-ones ; and the Chyrurgeons, who knew her impatiency , gave her hope of 
being cuxed within a few dayes. Demetrius had received two deep cuts in the right 
Shoulder ; Antigonus and Polyperchon were wounded in the Head ; Craterus and 
Prince Oxyarces not at all ; Laomedon and Menander were brought from among 
the lain with very little hope of Life ; the condition of Artabaſus his two Sons 
was little better : And there were very few of all the moſt conſiderable Officers, 
that ſtood not in need of the Chyrurgeons help. But among thoſe that were moſt 
carefully looked to , Seleucus, for all he was an Enemy, had the advantage of all 
the reſt ; and Prince Artaxerxes, who had cauſed him to be laid in his own Cham- 
ber , and who, to leave it to him, meant to retire himſelf into that of Oroondates, 
would not ſuffer his Arms to be taken off, till he had been preſent at the dreſſing 
of his Wounds, Seleucus was hurt in the Head, inthe Body, and in the left Arm , but 
they judged him not to be in danger of Death ; At which news, Arſaces ſhewed, by 
all his Ation , how great an intereſt he took in the ſafety of that Gallant man, 
After he had given him all manner of aſſurance of it, and that Oroondates, by his 
example , had with exceſſive civilities teſtified his eſteem of him , they left che 
Chamber free, that he might take his reſt , and obeyed the deſires of the Princes, 
who conitrained them to think of their own Healths. While they were giving this 
ſuccour to Selencus , Lylimachus and Ptolomeus did the ſame to Leonatus and Nearchus, 
who were found all Wounded among the Priſoners ; and without doubt had loſt 
their Lives, as well as their Blood , if they had not been very carefully aſſiſted, 
Lylimachus forgot norching that was due unto their quality , and to his ancient ac- 

uaintance with them , and laying alide all manner of enmity, he uſed them ra- 
ther like his old Friends, than like his Priſoners, Craterus, Oxyartes , and the reſt 


that were not hurt, ſpent part of the Night in that imployment ; and thoſe that + 


were Wounded, in that reſt which was neceſſary for them. The next mornivg , 
without expeQiing to be ſued to by their Enemies, as in probability they might 
have done , they freely ſent them leave to fetch off, or burn the dead of their 
party ; and atthe ſame time, Craterus, with ſome of thoſe who were able to ac- 
company him , went into the Field of Battle to pay the laſt duty to their Friends, 
There it was, that Brothers with tears ſought the bodies of their Brothers , and 
that Fathers found their mangled Sons : Thoſe objefts were ſo lamentable » that 
they were able to touch the hardeſt hearrs wich compaſſion ; and all that Day was 
ſpent on both (ſides in mournfull imployments. The number of the Dead » which 
had already began to be computed by tie remainder of the Living , was then con- 
firmed with ſorrow, and was fo great , that the Plain lay covered with _ of 
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Rodies , for the ſpace of threeſcore furlongs : Of our Princes (ide, there were 
ound above twenty thouſand , among which, Philip, the Leader of the Hyrcanians, 
Oreites, the Brother of Philoras, Prince of the Cilicians, Cleomenes, Ptolomeus his 
Lientenant , ' Eurifteus, Lieutenant tro Enmenes , Lamachus, Antifthenes, Leoſthenes, 
a:3d Cleobulus ; the ewwo valiant Amazons , Clitemneitra, and Amalthea, and many 
moe » whom their Quality and Virtue made conſiderable in the Army. Bur on 
Perdiccas his (ide, fouricore thouſand men were ſlain upon the place , and amongſt 
chem, the vatiant Python, and his Son Agenor ; Sinus, the Commander of the Suſians, 
Scytheus, Statanor, and Arthius, Princes of the Zogdians, Drahes, Argeans, and Pelaſgi- 

ans, Eucrates and Evagoras, the Sons of Axiarchus, and a great number of others, _—_ ” 
were with much grief brought” off by their Friends from the Field of Battle. 
Oaely the moſt conliderable Officers, or thoſe that had particular Friends , were 
carried to tie Camp, and to Babylon, to receive Funeral Honours ; and all the ref 
were with a mutual conſent, piled up in ſeveral heaps, and burnt with the uſual 
Qrders and Ceremonies. While Craterus , Prince Oxyartes , and Old Artabaſus, 
were buiied in this Othce , the wounded Princes took their reſt in Bed, as they had 
been enzoyned : And becauſe the Prince of Perlia could not that day y his Ci- 
vilities to Seleucus in perſon , he ſent often into his Chamber to know oe he did. 
Oroondates did the ſame , and afterward he ſent to vilit Leonatus, and Nearchus, 
thoush Lylimachus, and Prolomeus, for all they themſelves were Wounded, omitted 
not to take an extraordinary care of them. Berenice that day kept her Brother- and 
her Servant company , who lay both in the ſame Chamber ; and ſhe had thereby 
the convenience to follow her Inclinations without wounding her Mod + and 
render what ſhe owed co her loved Oroondates , without being ſeparated from her 
dear Arſaces : Yet before ſhe went to them, ſhe had ſtaid a great while with Queen 
Taaleſtris , to whom ſhe was ryed with a very particular affeftion , and who that 
day had a throng in her Chamber of all thoſe Perſons , that were ſo well as to Viſit 
her. - The gallant Actions ſhe had done in the Battle were loudly extoll'd by all 
the- World > but ſhe could not think of the Death of Amalchea, and Clitemneſtra, 
without a great deal of trouble ; ſhe had ſeen thoſe Valiant Women lain at her 
Feer for her defence, and remembred ſhe had been Killed her ſelf, but for the ſuccour 
of a Warriour , who, by effedts of Valour that were quite extraordinary, had ſaved 
her from Statanor's Sword, and from a thouſand others , which then were turned 
againſt her ; notwithſtanding all the care ſhe had taken to inform her ſelf , ſhe ſtill 
was ignorant to whom ſhe was engaged for that good Service ; and though ſuch 
famons Actions migar have given their Author occalion enough to publiſh them, 
there was no vody in the Army that boatted to have done them. When the muſed 
agood wiile upon that adventure , ſhe in that Relief found ſomething very ſuitable 
to what ſhe in former times had received from her lovely Orontes , when the was 
Priſoaer to Neovarſunes ; ſhe fancied that Warriour to haye ſomething in his Aion, 
and in his manner of Fighting, like her dear Orontes ; and if ſhe had not believed 
him then to be a great way off , ſhe had thought it might have been Orantes him- 
ſelf ro whom ſhe was indebted for her Life. That thought , which yet ſhe ftuck 
upon but very little , brought all thoſe others ſtraight into her mind wherewith 


'ſhe was continually perplext ; and _ firſt repreſented her Orontes conftant 
u 


and lovely , ayd then her Orontes ingratefull and injurious, it at laſt ſet before her 
Eyes her Oroates turaed penitent , and her Orontes more paſſionate than ever z, ſhe 
for ſome time did all ſhe poſſibly could to approve the Baniſhment ſhe had con- 
demned him to , but ſhe was not able to keep ſo firmly to her firſt reſolutions , ' and 
repented her ſelf, that ſhe had not yielded to his repentance. Orontes ever loved 
me, ( ſaid ſhe) aid ir was nothing but his love that made his jealoulie commit all the. 
crimes I can accule him of ; if he had ceaſed to love me, that Voyage I made to Alex- 
ander, which gave occation to his cruel ſuſpitions, would have been an indifferent thing 
to him ; and to (ay truth, he believed noching, but what our ſhamefull cuſtoms made very. 
credible ; and what whole Armies and whole Provinces. believed. as well as he. This 


conlideration did ſometimes appeaſe her , but preſently the remembrance of. thoſe, 
-Frongs 
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wronss and killing injuries, ſhe had received from a Man , whom, contrary to her 
Kmgdomes Laws, ſhe had ſo dearly loved , wakened her reſentments afreſh, and 
made her repent that ſhe had given way to a thought of Repentance. Berenice, 
trom whom ſhe kept nothing concealed , was made acquainted with her thoughts ; 
nor would ſhe hide them from the fair Deidamia , who charmed, as well as others, 
with che lovely qualities of that gallant Queen , ſpent a good part of that Day by 
her Bed-tide-: Art laſt ſhe went away, being perſwaded by Thaleftris her ſelf , who 
counſelled her to Vilit thoſe great wounded Princes , whoſe atfiftance was not un- 
« neceflary for the re-eltabliſhment of her affairs. Deidamia willingly followed her 
advice , and afrer having paid thar vilit to the Princes of Perlia and Scythia , ſhe 
went thence to the Tents of Antigonus, and Demetrius : The Father re- 
ceived her with much civility and refpe& , but the Son, who had not expetied fo 
reat-a happineſs , could not ſee her come iuto his Chamber without having his 
over diſturbed with extraordinary motions : All the remembrance of Hermione 
was diſſipated in his ſoul by the Charms of Deidamia ; and as he had very lightly, 
and very ſuddenly loved that former Miſtriſs , the Beauty and Merit of Deidamia, 
to which all that was moſt lovely in Hermione bore no proportion , had engaged 
him again with the ſame ſuddennels ; and though, our of the goodneſs of his Na- 
ture , he ſtill was very much troubled for that Womans misfortune , he had pre- 
ſerved but little remembrance of her Beauty , or of any thing elſe that could 
make his love the companion of his ſorrow : Though all that have ſpoken of 
his Life, accuſe him of too great facility in receiving the impretfions of Love ; yet 
in that he received for Deidamia , he could neither be cenſured of weakneſs , nor 
of inconſtancy ; and that Princeſs had fo many advantages over Hermine , though 
ſhe had been alive , that it coald not be thought ſtrange, Hermione ſhould yield to 
her being dead. Demetrius diſputed no longer then , whether he ſhould love Dei- 
damia , bur he diſputed whether he ſho21d Dye without declaring his Paſſion to 
her , or undertake a Combat againſt the memory of Agis in her heart, That depth 
of grief, in which ſhe commonly was Buried , did much abate his confidence ; 
and thoſe mournfull employmeats , in which ſhe ſpent whole dayes, forbad him any 
of.;er diſcourſe than that of Tombs, and ſuch like Subje&s. Thus did that young 
Prince ſuffer without daring to diſcover his real ſufferings , and as often as he was 
in Company with De:damia , he left the care to his Eyes, and Sighs,, of declaring 
what he felt, in a ſeaſon, when he believed his Mouth could not exprels it without 
a violation of reſpe&t. He was in this condition , when he ſaw her come into his 
Chamber, and if, as ſhe was coming to his Bed-lide, ſhe had heedfully taken notice 
of the changes of his Countenance , that light might have ſpared Demetrius part 
of the care he owed to the Declaration of his love. His confulion might allo 
have been perceived in his Diſcourſe ; and he thanked the Princeſs for the honour 
ſhe did him , in tearms fo little coherent, and fo little proportionable to ;the uſual 
Auentneſs of his expreſhon , That if ſhe had been in a condition to make a judge- 
ment therenpon, ſhe might cereFinly have in part obſerved how much he was pre- 
poſſeſſed. What can I have done, Madam, ( ſaid he ) or what ſhall I ever be able to 
do while I live, that may merit ſo great a favour,as this you do me ? I ſhould not be worthy 
of it, though I had ſpent my whole Lite in your ſervice ; and the ſhare I may have in this. 
our Victory, is much leſs glorious to me than theſe Wounds, to which I owe the honour of 
this viſit. All the World (replied Deidaniia) owes to your virtue, and to your quality, what 
I now pay ; andI above all others am particularly obliged to your civilities, and to the 
protection, which you, and thoſe of your party, by your example, and for your ſake, have 
given to an afflicted Princeſs, driven out of her Countrey, After theſe firſt paſſages, ſhe 
asked him concerning his health , and he, who in all her words found more occa- 
lion to diſcover his love, than confidence to venture upon it, wavered in an irre- 
ſoluteneſs, which was vilible in his face : and after having iſtaid a while without 
anſwering , Ah Madam 1 (ſaid he at laſt with a Sigh, and with Looks that were 
ſulkcient to have revealed his thoughts unto the Princeſs , if hers had not been 
wholly takeii up with the memory of Agis) How littk certainty there p my 
ealth ? 
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health ! And how much I ought to ar the wound of my foul , if Irecover "theſe of my 
body ! He brought forth theſe words with ſo paſſionate an aRion , that Deidamia 
was touched with them ; and attributing his ditcourſe to the remembrance of Her- 
mione : Though our ſouls ( replied ſhe ) are equally wounded, our Forces are unequal 
co reliſt our ſorrows ; and when you give that to the memory of Hermione , which 1 owe 
to that of Agis , you ought to remember that you are a man, and that your affection is 
not grounded as mine , either upon great Services, or great Obligations. Demetrius , 
who was afraid to diſcover himſelt , was not forry that Deidamia had ii! interpreted 
his words , and yet he could not forbear to anſwer. The dead no longer make me ligh * 
for any thing but grief, and I think that is as much as we both are Ovliged copay them ; 
but if my heart be touched with another paſſion , the object of it is not amons thoſe 
things that have now no being. I would it pleaſed the Gods, Madam { continued he 
witha little more boldneſs) that my grief were my molt violent pattion and that } 
were not conltrained by another power to crols thoſe thoughts which Ihave reveren- 
ced, and peruaps to diſpleaſe that living perſon , who banithes the remembrance of the 
dead out of my foul, and who hath imperioutly ſeiſed upon this remnat of life , my 

rief hath left me. Demetrius made a itop at thefe words, beins confounded that he 
Pad ſaid ſo much, and trembling for fear of the eftects his diſcourſe might have produ- 
ced : and without doubt he had faid enough, to make that Princeſs comprehend the 
truth , if all her thoughts had not been very far from matters of that nature ; and if her 
ſorrow, giving her other imployments , had not partly darkned the light of her under- 
ſtanding. She div'd not into the meaning of his words, as ſhe would have done in ano- 
ther ſeaſon ; and to let him ſee ſhe bore a part in lus diſcontents; As long as I belie- 
ved ( ſaid ſhe) that all your misfortunes were known to me, I endeavoured to comfort 
you by the encounter of a perſon , touched with an affliction like that of yours ; but if 
you have other ſufferings, that are not come unto my knowledge , mine cannot chuſe 
but be augmented , by the ſhare which your vertue and your goodneſs makes me take 
in your unhappineſs. And if you are fo generous , and ſo charitable ( replied Demetrtus, 
a little more confident than before) ſhew me ſome ligns of that compaſſion , which 
makes you have a ſenſe of my misfortunes. He caft down hiis eyes at theſe words with 
ſome confuſion; and the Princeſs, in whom they began to cauſe a ſuſpicion of the truth, 
was ſomething abaſh'd as well as he : She could not imagine ( ſo ignorant ſhe was of 
her own power) that Demetrius from an extremity of grief ſhould ſo ſoon have fallen 
into ond wa paſſion ; and the little probability ſhe found in it , kept her uncertain 
what ſhe ſhould believe: And perchance ſhe had been ftill in doubt, if Demetrius had 
not recovered courage during her filence , and had not made the utmoſt attempts upon 
his fears, to overcome the utmoſt difhculties. He fixt his eyes again upon her face, 
and preparing her by his looks , for part of what he had to ſay : Agis is dead, ( ſaid he 
with a ligh ) but Demetrius is dying alſo ; and that which Agis found in her deſpair, 
and in the arms of the Macedonians, 1 find to the full in the charms of Deidamia ; 
therein it is, 'my deſtiny is more glorious than that of my Rival, and my fortane like- 
wiſe ſhall be above his , and above all other mens, if by the gift of my life Ican obtain 
but a part of that place in your remembrance , which he ll now hath worthily poſ- 
ſefled ; I would not ſtrive to conquer thoſe inclinations , which ſome reſemblance of 
Fortune made me to approve, if Iwere able to relift this power , which hath drawn 
me away from mine , to give me others more legitimate ; nor would I uſe my endeavours 
to baniſh a Prince out of your memory , who merited your affeAion by the greatneſs 
of his ſervices, if he were in a condition to reap the guits of ir. But Agis is now na 
longer in the world, Madam ; and one may truly ſay , that you love nothing, ſince you 
only love that, which no longer hath a being ; you are as free in your affeions , as you 
were in the earlielt years of your life ; and if their objects ceaſe to be, they neither ought 
by any reaſon, nor can by any means,continue after it. I have found that truth my ſelf 
in a fortune like that of yours , and am more to be believed than another in this diſ- 
courſe, by the teſtimony I can give of it in mine own example. - Demetrius ſtop'd at 
thoſe words, ſeeing the tears run. down of a ſudden from Deidamia's fair eyes , -and 


knowing by her looks that this diſcourſe had ſenſibly afflied her : Ah ! my dear Agis ; 
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( faid ſhe (ighing with a moſt tender and paſſionate ation) Ah ! My dear Agis , If yoy 
were necellitated to receive this offence , ſhould ir not rather have been trom any other 
body , than Prince Demetrius? Her tears interrupted her Speech for ſome few mo- 
meats', andin the mean time the reflection ſhe made upon this adventure waken- 
ed her grief again , without giving her any reſentment againſt Demetrius. That 
young Prince was ſo worthy of affection , and had by all his a&tions diſpoſed her 
already to ſo mnch acknowledgment , and to ſo much good- will toward hm, 
That if ſhe could then have been capable of a ſecond Imprefſion of love , ſhe wo ld 
have rece:ved it ſooner in favour of him , than of any other perſon : to tlar 
though ſhe was firm on the relolution of keeping her ſelf wliolly to the aſhes of 
her Agis , yet did ſhe ſufter Demetrius his Declaration , without breaking for: i1:19 
anger againit him , or without going beyond the bounds of 'that ſweet moCerat on 
ſhe had formerly exprefled ; and turning her eyes upon him with an air that tecm- 
ed more forrowtull than angry ; Let us ſtill weep together ( ſaid ſhe ) let us weep! 
Demetrius, as we have done hitherto ; or if you think you have ſhed tears enough for 
your Hermione, ſuffer my grief and my affection to bave other limits than yours :I owe ſo 
much to my dearelt Agis, that your example would not be ſufficient to juſtifie the change 
you propoſe to me ; and though I diſapprove not yours, I am not in a condition to imitate 
it : Your perſon is as conliderable to me,and as dear, as you can in reaſon delire; I neither 
am ingrareful to your good offices, nor blind to your good qualities ; and the diſpleaſure 
you now have done me, hath not blotted out of my heart the value Ihave, and ever will 
have, of you. But for God's ſake ſuffer Agis to continue ſtill Maſter of it, and counſel me 
not to do an unfitting thing, if you judge me worthy of your eſteem : This is a requeſt I 
moſt earneſtly make to you, and you can give me no better proof of your affettion , than 
by cealing to combate that , which ought to laſt as long as my life. As ſhe ended theſe 
words, ſhe roſe up from her Chair, and took leave of Demetrius , without Raving tor 
his reply ; but it was with a countenance , in which ſorrow reign'd alone , and in which 
anger left no mark that could give him cauſe to fear his love had made her his 
enemy. 

Demetrins remained he knew not himſelf in what condition , and doubted as loag 
time what judgment he ſhould make of his Fortune : Art firſt he had a very ill opinion 
of it, and believed he found himſelf utterly rejefted by Deidamia's Declaration ; but 
afterward he thought he had no reaſon to expe a more tavourable event by the firſt 
diſcovery of his Pathon; and that though the Princeſs ſhould indeed have inclinations 
to him , that went beyond eſteem and good will, ſhe owed ſome reliſtance both to the 
memory of Agis, and even to modeſty it ſelf. In rhings we delire, we naturally flatter 
our ſelves , and Demetrius finding occalion to do fo in Deidamia's modeſt carriage, 
hoped that by lons ſervices he might ſhake her reſolution ; and with what fears ſoever 
he was aflaulted , he could not repent having broken through thoſe firſt difficult 
ties, 

While he was muſing thus upon his Fortune , Oroondates was complaining of 
his', that had ſuffered Perdiccas to eſcape from his revenge , and had left him fill in 
a coodition , as much conquered as he was , to croſs him more than ever , in hjs 
aftetion ; he conld not call to mind that Statira was in his power , without 
yielding much unto his grief , nor without fearing that his rival would revenge 
the ſhame of his defeat , by thoſe wayes which lay open to him for that purpole, 
Lyſimachus his thoughts were like to his , and thoſe Princes pafled the reſt of that 
day in diſquiets , which oppoſed their Vietory. The next mornins Oroondates z 
and the Prince of Rerlia , believing their Wounds too inconliderable ro make them 
keep their Beds , called for their cloaths , and afloon as they were ready , went to- 
ether into Seleucus his Chamoer , uavins firſt ſent to know whether their vilit 
would not be a trouble to him. Seleucns received the honour they did him with a 
great deal of civility , avd conficering Arfaces thei: both by the greatneG6 of his 
actions , and by that of his high birth; and lookins vpon Oroordates , as he of all 
men living , whoſe vercue had ſhewed it ſelf by ti'e gullarteft marks , and as be » 
whoſe forces he had made tryal of himſelf with very little ſucceſs he forgot = 
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Wounds to render them what he Lelieved their due. They no ſoo!er were ſer 
down by his Bed {:7de, but Arſaces preventing the thanks he was going to return; 
1 could not have taken any reſt ( ſaid he) if tome flight wounds had been able to 
hinder me from coming my felt ro ſee Low you do, nor is my health dear 
enough to me, to keep me longer trom a Prince, to, wivm I owe all manuer of 
reſpect for his vertne, and © waom 1 an particularly ndeuted for my life, If 
1 was ſo bappy, as to give you any alliftauice» ( replied SElEUCUS II Vas too fully 
recompenced by the glory of having ſerved you ; and you bave knce fo gene- 
rouſly requited 1t , That the reMemurauce ot that tervice, which gave me the 
honour of your {riendſhip, ought to yield, to that or tie oblication I have to 
on, We are all obliged to the Prince my Brother .( added rhe Prince of SCytiua) 
and if he bad let the valiant Seleacus periſh, he had let us loſe tlic better part 
of thoſe advantages the gods have given us. I deierved death ( arizered Se- 
leacus) ſince 1 dared to meet it from your hand ; and it 1hadreceived it, when 1 
was ſo bold as to oppoſe your valour, it would have tcea fo glorious a one, that 
] ſhould have had no reaſon to lament my deſtiny. You detend . your lite too 
well { replied the Prince) ,to Jet any {ngle man have we glory to take it; and 
I owe all the advantage] ad over you, to the help of my tm<n, and to the routing of 
yours. ” W—— 
Secencus anſiered this modeſty of Oroondates with a perfect fubmihon ; and 
whea from thole {irſt civilities, they fell mto a:iother diicourle , Arlaces, tiruſt on 
by Or. c.1dat6 his Intereſts, aid Ly tus love to [12 remainders of lits blood ; after 
havins emuraced Seleucus tO Wii a grant of what he delired : Geucrous Seleucus 
( ſaid he ) if your friendſhip to Perdiccas can permit you, will you not tell us' the 
truth of rhe preſent condition of my Sifters, and will you not freely tell ns 
what eſtate tliey are in, and what uſage they receive? Aﬀter the confeſſion Pers ' 
diccas himſelf hata made to you ( rephed Seleucus ) I may give you rhat ſatis- 
faction without betraying him ; and withall, may Tet you fee, by the little con» 
fidence he had in me, the little ſhare I have in your cauſes of Complaint againſt 
him: ; | 
I know not whether Perdiccas thought I would diſapprove his proceeding , 
and that the knowledge thereof would hinder me from ſerving him ; or whe- 
ther indeed he was aſhamed to own it to me; but howſoever it were, I may try» 
ly protelt to you , That before the day of our interview, he had not told me a 
ſyllable of ir, and that I was ignorant of the true deſtiny of Caflandra, as well 
' as all other men. In effect I believed, according to the Rumour Roxana had ſpread 
abroad , That Queen Statira and the Princeſs her Siſter, had been kill'd in the 
night upon their way to Babylon, by ſome of Meleager's faftion : - And though in 
all theſe paſſages 1 found cauſes of doubt enough for one that had beea curious, 
I ever was one of thoſe that were lealt inquiiitive, and blindly tyed my ſelf to 
ſerve Perdiccas, as I thought my ſelf obliged, by a very near, and a very ancient 
friendſhip : But that day of our parley, after we parted very ill ſatisfied with 
one another ; the remembrance of your diſcourſe with Perdiccas touching the 
liberty of the Princeſſes, and of the confellion he had made, cauſed me af- 
ter ſome complaint of the little confidence he had in me, to ask him the truth of 
all: and then after having often embraced me, to drive away the reſentment 1 
might have of his diſtruſt, asked me pardon for having kepe that hid from me, 
which he believed he could not fo ſoon reveal to any body in the world, eſpe- 
cially to me, of whoſe vertue, as he was pleaſed to ſay, He ſtood more in awe, 
than of any body elſe ; He told me at large all that paſſed touching the 
Princeſs ſince the death of Alexander ; afterward he confefled to me, That he 
had been .in love with the Queen, even in the King's life time ; and that he had 
all that while concealed an aftetion, which he was then no - longer able to dif- 
ſemble. 
Oroondates having told Seleucus all they had heard by Cleone, concerning the 
Queens adventures, obliged him to let _ know what they yet were ignoran-+ 
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of, and to that intent he continued thus. Afrer that Perdiccas was faln WL:0n 
the ground, by the wounds he had received from Arſaces, and' that Arſaces j;aq 
loit the Queen his Siſter, by the encounter of Alcetas ; who while Arſaces wa; 
fighting with his men, cauſed her to be put by force into his Chariot : Alcets; 
leaving his party, for fear he ſhould loſe what he had in poſſeffion, and* ſhould 
diſappoint his brother's intentions , made the Charioteer drive away very 
ſwiftly ; and keepins the way he had reſolved to go, came to a houſe [114 
by the Town, where his Brother and he purpoſed to tay till night, that they 
might enter into Babylon with leſs danger ot having thoſe perſons known, whom they 
brought along with them. But Alceras being come to that houſe, found not 
Perdiccas there, as he expefted, ( though by his meeting the Queen he was al- 
ready faln into ſuſpicions, which he could rot clear himſelf in, by any diſcourſe 
with her, who avoided alt. manner of converſation with him ) and within a little 
after , he ſaw one of his men come in, who had been preſent at the combat, 
and who brought him word in what condition he had left him : Alcetas was al- 
moit belides himſelf at the news, but it will ſuffice me to tell you, That no: 
knowing how to leave the Pr nceſles, he ſent ſome of his ſervants ro the place 
where his Brocher had fought, either to fuccour him, or to fetch him away , 
and not long after he ſaw him broucht in upon a Hand-Larrow, in a condition 
which made him doubt of his lite. Perdiccas had recovered his ſenſes by the 
way, and Chyrursceons, which Alcetas had fene for in all haſte, havins ſearched 
his Wounds, affured him, That if no i!l accident happened, they were nor dan- 
gerous. If Alcetas was comforted with that news, Perdiccas was fo, no leſs than 
he, when he ſaw the Queen again, .w'om he had loft but a while before, and 
his joy was fo great, that ir made him forget all rhe pain of his Wounds; yet 
could he not perſwade her to aftord him a word : But attoon as night was come, 
he needs would leave that honſe, and makins himfelf be carried away upon 
his Hand-barrow , he left the care of the Princefies to his Brother. Perdiccas was 
brought to his own lodging, aid tne Princelles to that of Alcetas, which was 
made ready for them ; and whic:, by realon jt was partly invironed 
with water , and in a remote. les inv2vited, part of the Town, had been 
judged more proper for their a. ouc. Perdiccas was vitited by every body, and e- 
ven by Roxana her ſelf, aſloon + it vas heard he was wounded : But how great 
confidence ſoever he had in us that were 1s friends, he told not the truth to 
any body; And thoſe Horiemen of tis, that had eſcaped Arſaces his Sword, 


'were fo faithful to him, that they never ſpoke word to diſcover the bulineſs : He + 


ſaid he had met a company of men, whom he knew nor, and whom he ſuſped- 
ed to be of deceaſed Meleager's party ; and that it was by them his men and 
he had been aſſaulted ; and rhere being likelinood enongh in that encounter, no 


2o5y enquired any further avout it, In the mean time, the Princeſſes were un- 


he cuſtody of Alcetas, in a private lodging, where they were ſeen by 
none , but thoſe that were appointeu to watt vpon them, and where they were 
ſo carefully looked ro by them, and by *Alceras, that it was impoſſible they ſhould 
eſcape : When he went abroad himſelt, he lefr that charse to ſuch as were of 
known fidelity ; and all this was fo ſecretly carried, ( beſides that the greatneſs 
of the City, and the confulion of Afairs, atſifted ) 'that we never ſuſpected any 
thing in the World. Afoon as Perdiccas was cured of his Wounds, he bggan 
again to give the Queen proofs of his love, and ſtrove to conquer the difhcul- 
ttes he met with, by all the moſt paſſionate marks of it ſhe could receive :; Alcetas 
uſed rhe ſame induſtry to Pariſatis, but both to no purpoſe ; and as Perdiccas 
hath ſince confeiled to me, all their perſeverance ſerved for norhins elſe, bur 
to increaſe the Princeſles averſion. Neither Perdiccas, nor his brother, have e- 
ver exceeded the limits of reſpe& toward them, bnrt they have till made them be 
ſerved by women, they put to them, who ttir not out of their -Lodgings, and by 
Eunuchs of theirs, whoſe fidelity they have tried in other occalions, with fo 
much care and diligence, that, excepting liberty, they have wanted nothing 
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they could deſire. Notwithſtanding what you publiſhed in your Declarations, Roxa- 
na never ſhewed any ſuſpicion of the truth ; and her belief , that ſhe had ſeen them 
Lilled before her own eyes ( as I lince have gueſled ) kept her mind at quiet, againſt 
all the doubts which ſome would have put into her of their being alive. They have lived 
on this manner , both before and ever lince the firſt Battle we fought , but as I have 
already told you, I never knew it, till the day that after our enterview 1 heard ir 
from Perdiccas his own mouth. My amazement was very great at ſuch {range news, 
and as Iwas glad to hear thoſe great Princeſles were living , ſo was I not leſs ſur- 
rized at Perdiccas his love , at his ſecret managing of the bulineſs, and at Roxa- 
na's cruelty , which cauſed in me a deadly averiion againſt her. The Gods are 
my witneſſes , 1 did all I pothibly could to bring Perdiccas to more reaſonable in- 
clinatio!s , and to make him avoid ſo many misfortunes » by a juſt and a vertuous 
ation ; but he was ſo troubled at the requeſt I made him to that effet z and re- 
preſented ro me in ſuch paſhonate rerms , that withour certain death to himſelf , 
he could neicher think of delivering the Queen , nor of loling his pretenſions , 
that I thought in Civility I could not preſs him further : Yet did he reſolve the 
bulineſs ſhould continue ſecret till after the Battle ; and he deſired me ſo long to 
defer the purpoſe I had to wait upon the Princefles, This is the condition in which 
we left them , nor do I believe that Perdiccas, being ſo paſſionate in love, will 
reſtore them rill tae lalt extremity ; but neither ought you to feat , he will 
abandon them to Roxana's fury ; forI dare ſay, he will rather give his life, than 
ſutfer rheirs to be in hazard ; and his Authority is ſo great with all his party, 
that he will ever be powerfull enough to defend them openly againſt Roxana. 
The delign he hath had to keep his Forces united with hers , to oppoſe yours the 
more powerfully , hath obliged him hitherto to conceal the truth ; bur when he ſhall be 
conftrained ro publiſh it , he will ſtill be able to prote&t them againſt her ma- 
hce. 

The two Princes received a great deal of conſolation by this diſcourſe of Se- 
leacus , and gave him thanks tor his freedome , with words full of acknowledge- 
ment and affection; they afterward told him , That he was. at liberty , and that 
it was only to do him Service , they detained him amongſt them , and that they 
were well enongh aflured of the friendſhip of their companions , to promiſe , that 
alloon as his health wonld ſuffer him , and that he conld ftay no longer with 
them , - they would cauſe him to be convoyed ſafe ro Babylon. Seleucus was not 
without reply at that noble offer ; I will not abuſe your generoſity ( ſaid he } 
nor will 1 accept the liberty you offer me , but upon fuch conditions as ſhall nor 
be diſadvantageons to you. 1 will try Perdiccas his friendſhip by a: proof of very 
great importance ; and ſince Leonatus and Nearchus , who are two'of the molt 
conliderable men of his Party , are your Priſoners , as. well as I, for our Ranſome, . 
and for that of many Thouſands of our men that are in! your power , 1 mean to 
demand of him the liberty of the Princefles : If he have any vertue and any 
friendſhip toward us , he will overcome his p_ to obey his duty ;- but if his 
intereſt have more power -over him , than his conſideration of us+' we ſhall be 
diſpenſed with all for that we owe to-.him-, and ſhall'no longer be d by a 
triendſhip , which he unworthily ſhall have negleted, Oroondates. c not  for- 
bear to- embrace: Seleucus at theſe words : Ah 1 Generous Selencus ( ſaid he ) how 
worthy of you are theſe thoughts , and how infinitely are we obliged to . yon 
intentions that are ſo advantageous to us ; it ſhall not be for the pricei of your li- 
berty , that we will demand the Princeſles ,{ince you are-free already,. and maſter here a- 
mongtt us; but if Perdiccas at your requeſt will give them in exchange for your compani- 
ons, How many, misfortunes will he avoid , and how highly -ſhall we' be-indebted to 
You ! | . | | 4 
- Theſe diſcourſes were followed by many, others ; - after .which the Princes, fear- 
mg. to incommodate Seleucus by: too long a converſation! | xook leave: of him ,. and 
retired into their Chamber.: ; The reſt of that day- was imployed/by them: that 
lad the care of it ,, in makins, an end- of thoſe laſt duties, they liad\Vegun to yay 
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their dead:, and in cleanſins the Camp of ſuch a rumter of bodies, which in a-few 
dayes might have brought an infe&ion into the Army ; and the next morning the 
Forces were all drawn up to Diſencamp, and to take up thoſe Poſts , which the 
Emenies ' Arty had quitted before the Walls of Babylon. All the wounded Men 
were left inthe old Camp , and Artaxerxes and Oroondates , though they had left 
their Beds , not being in a condition to get on Horſe-back for two or three dayes, 
{taid alſo with their Companions , and with the Ladies , keeping ren thouſand 
men with them for their Guard ; and Craterus , Oxyartes , and old Artataſus, ad- 
vanced with all the reſt to block up the Town : The Squadrons marched in Sal- 
lant Order under thoſe brave Commanders , and the way not being long , they 
quickly ſaw the lofty Walls of proud Semiramis ; and having ſaluted them with 
a threatning cry , they divided themſelves into three Bodies, to go and take three 
ſeverall Potts, according as it had'been before determined: ome of the Enemies 
Cavalry came out to meet Craterus , and to oppoſe his coming nearer , yet ſcarce 
did they ſuſtain the firit ſhock he gave them , bur falling into a rout , forſook the 
place , and left him at liberty to quarter himſelf ar his eaſe ; where he had re- 
folved to Encamp. It was upon the Bank of the River above the Town toward the Eaſt, 
and juſt- over againſt certain works that were defended by twelve hundred Median 
Archers. Artabaſus placed himſelf below upon the Bark of the River alſo , to- 
ward the Welt ; and Prince Oxyartes, between them , toward the North , and near 
to ſome defences guarded by the Drahes and Argeans. Theſe Quarters were about 
fourſcore Furlongs from one another ; and for all the Ccittance was ſo great , they 
had not been able ro block up above half of the Town, by reaſon of the River that 
runs through-it ; but they preſently began to make Bridges of Boats , to have the 
Paſſage of it free , and an ealie communication both above and below the City , 
with an intention to ſend over ſome of their Forces to beliege it on all lides, and 
to hinder the Paſſage of Victual and Relief, that might come in either by Land or by Wa- 
ter. 

q The great City of Babylon , the ſtately Work of valiant Semiramis , and 
then conlidered -4s one of the Wonders of the World , is ſeated on both lides of 
the River Evphrates, which paſſing between its Buildings , divides the Town into two 
equal parts; they are joyned together by many Bridges , and principally by one 
very great one of Stone , different in matter from its other Buildings , and con- 
fiderable for its- breadth , height , and marvellous ſtructure ; the Banks of the Ri- 
ver are kept up -with two Brick Walls , and have large hish Cauſies on each {ide , 
which yet would-not be able to ſtop the ifmipetuouſneſs of the Rream when ir is 
ſwelted with Rain , if there were nor deep open places at certain diſtances , by 
which: the Water , before it comes to the Caulies, is ſwallowed up , and loft in huge 
Gulfs under ground , ſome of 'it making a great Lake at one end of the Town ; 
the Houſes were very ſtately Built of Brick in a well-ordered Form , and divided 
mto 4 great number of Large and ſpacious Streets, inthe chief of which ſtood the 
gallanteit- Palace of the '' Aﬀyrian Monarchs ; the Circuit of it was thirty Furlongs , 
and as well for the Loftineſs of its Towers , as the beauty of its ſeverall Lodgings , 
was a' Houſe» worthy of its Founders , and of the greatneſs of thole Maſters , to 
whom it belong'd-: There was to- be ſeen that miracle of. the Hanging Garden ,- ſo 
eryed'_ up by::Ancient Writers: ;/ where in Earth 'Catrried thither with an a&mirable 
induſtry , and- ſuſtained by. Pillars' ef two hundred foor high , there grew Trees 
wlioſe Branches ſeemed to touch the Clouds, preſenting tufted Forretts to the eye 
of. Paſſengers: above the 'tops of the' higheſt Buildings. - The whole ” compaſs of 
the - City  was/ not filled with : Houſes , but there were open places of large ex- 
tent. whole Fields thar were Plowed: and Sown with Corn , reſerved againſt 
Famine in the extremities of a long Siege ; which with the Houſes were incloſed 
bythe. great 'Semiramis ', - with a (Wall of 'thiree hundred ſixty five Furlongs ': Al- 
though 'that- was. a Prodigious compaſs for a Town , the exceſſive greatneſs of it 
diminiſhed \nothing of its. perfetion ; for mankind never taw ſo exatt , nor fo 
beautifull: a- Work ; the height of the Walls was of a hundred -Cubits , and —_ 
; Th, breadth 
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breadth was two and thirty foot , ſo that many Chariots might eafily go a breaſt 
upon the trop of them ; At certain equall diltances ſtood Towers of the ſame Fabrick , 
ren foot higher than the Walls , giving them the command of all the neighbourins 
Fields ; and though their fttrengeh was exceeding great of themſelves, they were for= 
tified with a Mote of threeſcore foot deep, and two hundred broad ; there were ſome 
Our-works alſo on che far lide of it, but they were of no great defence ; and by rea- 
ſon of the lircle fear they had been in of a liege , they had not taken any pains to better 
chem. 

It was before this ſtately Town that the V:itorious Army encamved , and the 
frighred Inhabirants from the top of their Walls ,faw in one day a Thouſand 
Tents Pitched , .a Thouſand Banners diſplayed , and” the whole Field covered with 
Men and Horſes : The Order of their encamping* was very regular , and in the 
three ſeverall Quarters , all the Souldiers haviggttheir places athgned to hut them- 
ſelves, fell to work about ir with ſo much diligence and readineſs, that within three 
dayes one might walk up and down the Camp, in long ſtraight ſtreets , where Sym- 
metry and proportion were exactly obſerved ; they. were ſepgrated according 
to their ſeverall Nations , but thoſe Forces that were deſtined to paſs the River , 
as ſoon as the Bridges ſhould be finiſhed , were logded outermoſt, and took nor 
the pains to fit themſelves as the rett , for a ſtay of ſofew dayes. The number of 
them , taking in thoſe that were lefr in the old Camp, to guard the wounded Men , 
was not leſs than che other, being they were to lye in the moſt dangerous places , 
and to poſſeſs that tide , where the coming of relief was molt apprehended. The 
chird day after, Artaxerxes, Oroondates, Lylimachus, and Ptolomeus , came up to their 
Companions , fearing ſome occalions of getting honour ſhould paſs , while they 
were abſent , and not being willing to part , they made their Tents be ſet up in 
Prince Oxyartes his Qunarter. Berenice and Apamia nor being able to forſake them , 
left Polemon's Houſe with Deidamia , ( who would needs keep. them company ) and 
went to lodse there with them, and thoſe fair Princefles , whom the Accidents of 
their life had taught not to fear death , were- not atraid to draw near their Ene- 
mics., Nor to expoſe themſelves to the Perils of a ſiege, to go along with perſons 
that were ſo dear to them, The next day Thaleſtris > who could not bear their ab- 
ſence, made her ſelf be removed to them , for all ſhe was ſo wounded. Demetrius, 
to whom it was an inſupportable thing to be parted from Deidamia , deſpiſed the 
counſel of his Phylitiansto be nearer to her , and within two. dayes afrer , Eumenes , 
Antigonus, Laomedon, Melander , the Sons of Artabaſusc, and all the other'wound- 
ed men diſlodged by their example , and negleRed: their hurts to ſee the Walls of 
Babylon. Seleucus alſo, and his three Companions would ſtay. no longer at Pole - 
mon's Houſe , where they had been lodged and. looked tp with a great deab of care ; 
and though they were more wounded than tlie eſt, *and in ſuch a condition as 


- would not ſuffer them to. be removed without ſome .danger , Arſaces was con- 


LIMI 


ſtrained to make them be' brought upon, Hand Litters, avd lodged in a Tent hard 
by his. Polemon's houſe remained quite empty , and even; Alcione,, ſeeing Cleonimus 
cured of his Wounds , andable to to ſerve the Princes in Perſon , placed her ſelf with 
the Princeſs Berenice , who received her with much aftection ; . and Cleonimus , to 
whom the Prince of Perſia and Scythia were ſo highly-obliged , one for his Miſtreſs , 
the other for his Siſter , taſted the kindeſt expreſſions of their favour, and was taken 
into the ſame degree of nearneſs with Araxes and Criton ; who by their admirable 
fidelity had made themſelves very conſiderable ro their Maſters : They needs 
would have him make relation of what they knew not of his adventures, and at 
their requeſt he gave them an account of all thoſe Voyages, to which his ſorrow 
had engaged him : ' He told them how after the News of Theander's death , which 
was come to his hearing , he in vain had ſought for reſt and comfort ; and that 
purpoling to flye a Countrey , where he had been ſo unfortunate , he had. travelled 
about Alia 5 and all: Europe ; and had never ended his wanderings but with his 
life, if after many years of a moſt rigorous abſence, which had worn out the ſharpneſs 


of his grief for the loſs of Theander , the remembrance of Alcione had _ Vig- 
ent y 
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lently recalled him , and made him by force reſolve to- ſee the innocent cauſe of 
is afflitions once again before he died ; bur yet without any delign , to overthrow 
Me memory of Theander in her heart, or to oblige her by any of his a&tions , tg 
recede in favour of him from what ſhe owed to her dear 'Husband. The Princes , 
who had heard the firſt paſſages of Cleonimus, his Story from Berenice , admired his 
Venue; and knowing his patſion , and the ardent afte&tion of Alcione , reſolve to 
do that for them , which neither of them durſt delire ; and to take away by their 
Authority , all the baſhfulneſs , and all the ſcruples that hindred. them from fol- 
lowins their own inclinations. In the mean time the Princes thought fit ro make 
thoſe Works be aſſaulted that were defended by the Medians , the Drahes , and the 
Arveans ; and to that purpoſe ,-. were commanded out two thouſand Macedonians , 
wwo thouſand Thracians , twe thouſand Phrygians , one thouſand Amazons, and 
a thouſand Cappadocians , under the condutt of Lylimachus to attacque the Medes ; 
and alike number of Cilicians , Xgyptians, Syrians, Lydians , and Battrians, un- 
der Ptolomeus to fall on againſt the Drahes and Argeans. Prince Oroondates, and 
the valiant Arſaces would have accompanied their friends in that occalion , but they 
told them it was not buſineſs worthy of their hazard , and praied them ſo earnett- 
ly to leave them the whole honour of it, that they were fainto let their delire of 
AQion yield to the importunity of their requeſt., Young Alexander , Menelaus, and 
divers others of his Age , were of that party without Othce or Command , and 
marched on foot at the Head ' of thoſe Squadrons againit Enemies , whom their 
Entrenchments could not preſerve from the fear of their approach ; and indeed 
they came on with an undauntedneſs ſo little common , that the boldeſt of them 
trembled with good reaſon ; 'and advancing through a thick ſhower of Arrows , 
obliged their men by their example to contemn the danger that oppoſed their 
paſſage. That employment c6uld not have been-given to any two that would 
more generouſly have diſcharged it , and the great Exploits of Oroondates and 
Arſaces , having begot a noble Emulation in them , carried them onto more than 
ordinary atchievements, The Circumſtances of all that pait in tuat piece of ſer- 
vice would be bit; troubleſome ; Lylimachus on his tide , and Ptolomeus on his , af- 
ter a Vigorous reliſtance , and the death of two or three thouſand of their men, en- 
tered the Enemies Entrenchments, and had made themſelves abſolute Maſters of 
thoſe Out-works ; when Antigenes with a party of Argiraſpides allied upon Lyli- 
machus ; and Tofas, the Brother of- Caflander, againſt Prolameus : That Sally retard- 
ed the Vidtory of our two Princes , but was not able to prevent it ; and though 
they were not ignorant that tliere were Squadrons drawn forth to ſecond them , 
they negleted their Aſſiſtance , and only with their own Men encountred thoſe 
new Enemies , with ſuch an extraordinary Courage , that after a Fight maintained 
with the death of many of them, they made the reft turn their backs ; and ha- 
ving driven them within a Bow-ſhoot of their Gates , remained peaceable Maſters of 
all the Out-works. In this buſineſs they of Babylon loſt above four thouſand of 
their men , nor «id the Princeseſcape at any eaſier rate , but the advantage was 
wholly theirs : And after having lodged part of their men in thoſe places whence 
they had beaten their Enemy , they returned ViQorious to their brave Compani- 
ons , from whom they received praiſe due to the gallant A&ions of that Day , 
and an increaſe of that Reputation they had gained in many fuch like Occaliors. 
The day following was given on both ſides to the Burial of the Dead; and the 
next Morning, as Oroondates and Artaxerxes were riling , there was a Spye of their 
Enemies brought in to them 3' who had been taken in the Camp cloſe by rheir Tent, 
about which he had been hankerins all - that Morning , with all the appearances 
of a Man that had ſomeill deſign , being a very cunning Fellaw ; he had endeavour- 
ed to deceive them by his ſubtleties, and had given them Tokens enough to make 
them believe he was one of that Party : But having neither been owned , nor fo 
much as known by the Officers of that Troop which he ſaid he was of ; they that 
Irad taken him thought fit to bring him before the Princes, though he ſhewed 


himſelf wonderous unwilling to be carried thither , and had deſired them rather 
| to 
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*0 kill him. As ſoon as Oroondates caſt his eyes upon his face, he obſerved Linea- 
mi:its there, that were not unkiown to him; bur Araxes and Toxaris no ſooner 


the Name of Arbates Oroondates periectly remembred him; and at the [19ht of 


himſelf within the bounds of his nfual moderation : You have brought imme, alt 


This Monſter, by whom 1 ſuffer, and by whom I have ſuftered the whole weight of my 


death, which in bis own conlcierte he had but too well deſerved. Thou ſhalt dye 
(purſued the furions Prize ) 10! ſhalc die in moſt exquiſite torments ; and-though thy 
death cannot reſtore me 1127 t101 aalt robbed me of, nor make amends in the tmalleſt 
degree for thoſe infinite m {erie> thou lzait made me endure, I will at leaſt give this fa- 
faction to my grief, and to my love, to ſacrifice the curſed inſtrument of xl! my misfor- 
runes, and the true cauſe of che death of ſo many thouſand perſons. From theſe words 
the tranſoorted Priace fell into the remembrance of that happineſs which Arbates 
his treachery had , rakea from him, and that reflection rouched him fo deeply, 
that all the company ſaw his face immediately bathed in Tears ; and were ſuch 
artakers in his crieft, that they ſeemed © but little difterent from him, either fm 

the ſadneſs that appeared in their Countenances , or in their Reſentments againſt 
the difloyal Arbates. His Tregchery was known to them , and they all inſtantly 
judged him worthy of the moſt rigorous torments that could be invented, and of 
2 deſtiny, at lea(t, like rhat of Befſus. Till then Oroondates had continued in the 
thoughts of an ordinary man, and not being able in thoſe firlt motions, utterly 
to diveſt himſelf of what he held from humane Nature, he had let himſelf be 
.carried away to iaclinations that were not unreaſonable ; but preſently after he 
from meer man came 4ack again to Oroondates , all whole thonghts had nothing 
common with thoſe of other men, when they had power to work at liberty : 
And looking upon trembling Arvates with a {corn, that a few minutes before had 
anger in it, he judged , that the Revenge he could take upon him was too un- 
worthy of himſelf, anu that it was againit more noble Enemies than a vile fer- 
vat he ought to p54 forth his indignation ; wherefore putting en a milder 
Countenance , he tur1es toward thoſe that had taken him: Why did you not kill 
this Traitor ( ſaid he) a» ſoon as you diſcovered him tobe an Enemy, inſtead of bring- 
ins him before us? Do voa not know that the light of Princes is favourable to Criminals, 
and that Arraxerxes, Lyiimachus, and Pcolomeus, are too generous to approve a baſe 
and 2 ſhameful revenie 2 The ſouldiers had reaſons enough to alledge for them- 
ſelves, and they were not unknown to him, but he gave them not the leiſure”; 
and looking upon Ar ates , who at theſe laſt words began to reſettle his fears, 
Live, diſloyal Wretch, (faid he) live, lince thou art unworthy of the death which I 
could give thee ; and that without doubt thou art deſtined to a more ignominious end 
than that tho ſhould!t receive from Oroondates. Live, but go live among our Ene- 
mies, and tel! Roxana and Caſſander, I envy them not the ſervice of a man fit for none 
but ſuch a Mittreſs, and ſich a Maſter, With theſe words he turned away his eyes, not 
being able to behold him longer without repugnance, and Arbates not knowing where 
to find words to excuſe his crime, nor to thank the Prince for the mercy he 
hewed him, onely fell upon. his Knees, reltifying by his Geſtures, and by his 
ears, 
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Tears, ſome kind of acknowiedgement, and ſome kind of Repentance. If the Princes 
tar were preſent at this action, had not beep generous enough themlelves to Co the 
ſame in a like encounter, they without doubt would l:ave acmir d it : But being, they 
had ſouls made up all of noblenefs, and that they were acculiomed to the gallant deeds 
of Oroondates, they did not wonder at this lat ; only Prince Lyizmachus turning to 
Arvates, who was going to make uſe of the liberty that was given hin; Think I'07 to 
eſcapeſo, ( ſaid he) for though the Prince hath pardoned thee his particular offence, 
thou oughtelt at leaſt to give us account of the delign that brought thee into our Camp, 
Te!l us truly in what condition our Princeſtes are, the intentions of Roxana, Whoſe Go- 
vernour and whoſe confident thou art ; and the continuation of Caſlander's loves, which 4 
thou began'!t to Toxaris and Loncates : But diſguiſe not the truth in this Recital, and 
endeavour, by ſome light efte& of ireecont, 10 deſerve the mercy thou haſt received. 
Arbates, who by that time had taken heart ; 1 would it pleaſed the Gods, Sir, ( ſaid he) 
that for the expiation of my crimes, you delired lomething of greater importance, that 
were but in my power, and you ſhould find, I would little con{:der the loſs of my life, if 
thereby I could but hoye for pardon : But fince 1 am not able to do you greater ſervice 
than that younow demand of me, 1 will be more faithtul in obeying you, than 1 was 
in ſerving my maſter, and will give you an exact account ot ſuch things as are come unto 
my knowledge. - Arbates making a ſtop artheſe words, the Princes prepared togive him 
attention ; but Oroongates, who was not able to endure him, found it ſo much againſt 
his ſtomach, that he delired his Friends to difmils him, and rot fufter him to ſtay any 
longer amongſt them ; yet Artaxerxes and Lylimachus did to repreſent the intereſt he 
had, in the relation they had demanded 6f him, and he underitood it ſo well himſelf, that 
in theend he yielded to give him audience with them. Aiter they were ſer down, Ar- 
bates who had had time to recover confidence of Speech, lince. his fears were diſſipated, 
when he had recalled thoſe things into his memory which he had to relate, began on 
thts manner. 


| | % 
The Continuation of the Hiſtory of Roxana; 


MY LORDS, 


O tell the things you deſire to know, 12 order, it 1s neceſſary T begin with Caſlander's' 

Love, the fret, whereof I related to Toxaris and Longates, from whom, with- 

out doubt, you have heard them; and then I will freely give you an acconnt of thuſe 

thiags 1 have been able to learn, and which fall within Te employment 1 have under 
Queen Roxana. 


He Gods are my Witneſſes, that I uſed all the power I had with the Queen to 
dilwade the cruel reſolution ſhe had taken asainft Tozaris and Loncates, when 
ſhe ſaw them obſtinate in concealing their Prince's abode ; but ſhe was ſo in- 
cenſed againft them, that my imporcunity in their favour was like to have put 

me in diſgrace : She commanded they ſhould be carried out of the Town, to the end that 

Aftion might be the more ſecret ; but when ſhe heard by him that had eſcaped the hand 

of their Deliverers, that they were reſcued out of their hands, before they had been 

able to draw that Confeſſion from their mouths which ſhe delired ; ſhe was extremely 
troubled aid diſpleaſed at it, but was the more confirmed in her Opinion, That Prince 

Orooncates was im this Country : In this belief, caſting her Eyes upon me, who 

happened to be then in her Chamber, Arbates, ( ſaid ſhe ) all things run contrary to 

my deſires, and the Gods, whom the folly of my love hath exaſperated againſt me, will 
not ſuffer them to be ſatished ; Bur eicher I am the moſt deceived of any Woman in the 

World, or cruel Oroondates ts in theſe perts. Let him hide himſelf, the ungrateful 

man, (purſued ſhe a while after ) let him be inſenſible of my love, or rather let h:M 

| pert 
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peri'(t to hate me as he hath don? hitherto ; I at lealt have this advantage , that in flying 
me, he five his Forcune ; and that he ſhall never enjoy the happineſs, tor which he diſ- 
dains, that I bave offered him : He ſhall not make himſelf ſport with my rivall, by ſcof- 
fing at the mean ſpirited afteions of Roxana, Ard though ] te \miſerable, I ſhall not 
have the diſcontent to fee her Trivmph over my miferies , who hath been the 
cauſe of them. Yet Arbates ( continued ſhe, having pauſed a little ) I cannot diſa- 
vow , but that I {till have choſe firſt inclinations that have brought me ſo much trouble, 
and 1 mean to imploy all the affections thou hait to My lervice , ; in ſeekivs ſome redreſs 
for my diſquiets : Set all thy wits a work to inform thy felt if he be nor in Babylon, 
where we took his ſervants; the greatreſs of the Fown, and the contuiion of our Af- 
fairs , that make us receive ſo many unkrown perlons into it , might permit him to lye 
long concealed here ; bur he cannot be to to thy vigilance, it thou wilt take the pains 
to employ it , and after ſuch a ſervice, there is no recompence that will not be below 
thee. By theſe words the Queen diſcovered to me the continuation of her Love, and 
ſtrove to confirm, me in the deiign I really had to ſerve her. And I believed , Sir, ( ad- 
ded Arbates, addreſiing himſelt ro Oroondates ) that I might ſately comply with her, 
without doing vou any hurt , conlidering the quality of her Fortune , and the general 
opinion of Queen Statira's death ; therefore I proteſted to her , with ſo many 
Oaths , that I wonld uſe my utmoſt care ro obey her commands, that ſhe drew 
ſome conſolation from my promiſes ; and then being deliroas to avoid Caflan- 
der's anger , which 1 feared, after I had diſpoſed her to hearken to me patient- 
lv, Madam, ( ſaid 1) Caflander perſecutes me to ferve him in his aftettion to 
your Majeity , and not many dayes ago he forced me by his threats to take a 
Letter , which he had written to vou , but I neither had the boldneſs, nor- fo 
much as an intention, to deliver it; but having tornit in pieces, 1 have put him 
off ever (ince, as often as he asked me any thing about it , by ſaying that I had 
not yet found a fit opportunity to preſent it to you, You did very well ( anſwered 
the Queen) and to keep fair with him, 2 may ſay I tore it my ſelf : That inſolent man 
raiſes my anger to the extremity , and if in the preſent condition of my Afﬀairs, I had 
notneed of him , I would give him ſuch proofs of it as ſhould cool him perhaps for 
all the reſt of his life, Take heed in the mean time, that you never receive either Let- 
ter or Meſlage from him any more ; and let him know that I have exprelly forbidden you. 
I promiſed to do as ſhe commanded me, with a delign to follow her Orders ; and 
that very day having met Caffander, Sir, ( faid 1) my delire to ſerve you, hath 
perhaps ruined my Fortune , and your T.etter hath been like to, make me be 
baniſhed for ever out of the Queenes ſervice ; She tore it, without reading it, and 
hath protetted , that at the firſt employment I ſhall take, again of that Nature', 
ſhe will cauſe me.to be exemplarily puniſhed. Caflander , ' who, by many other 
encounters had known the Queens intentions, ealily gave credit to what I 
ſaid; but he flew into a violent paſſion, and uttered many. words both againſt the 
modeſty, and againſt che reſpe& he owed her. The. Queen's too blame ( ſaid 
he afterward) to drive a man into deſpair, who as her affairs now ſtand , is not_unuſefull 
tober; and wio,with the peril of his life , againſt a great, number of Enemies, ſtruck 
the main ftroke perchance in ſetling her in the place ſhe now /poſleſſes. Tell her, Ar. 
bates, that among all Alexander's ſucceflors , ſhe - ſhall find none moxe powerfull in 
Europe, nor in Alia, than the ſon of Antipater ; nor among all men lifing , a more 
faithfull or a more paſſionate ſervant than Caſſander. I prayed him to excuſe me, that 
I could not undertake the Meſsage , alledging. the Queenes abſolute charge to the 
contrary ; and the fear I was. in, of being utterly undone, if I diſobeyed. her Com- 
mands. This kind of uſage from the Queen, was not able to-repulſe him ; and ſeeing 
himſelf then in a condition not to fear her power, as he had done in Alexander's 
life time , he no longer was ſo carefull to hide his paſſion as he had been before , 
and governed: himſelf with ſo little diſcretion, that it was unknown to no body, 
Roxana's averſion to him was but the more redoubled thereby ; but beins ſhe 
Was cunning and politique , ſhe partly difsembledit , _ or at leaſt, through the 
neceſlity of her Afﬀairs , ſuffered without taking revenge , what in another _ 
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fon ſhe would have reſented in another manner. Caſlancer's Credit amongſt his 
Companions , and Antipater's in Europe , were well enough known to her to 
make her judge , that ſhe ſhould not do well to make a powertull Enemy, of a 
affionate Lover ; and of a Lover , who in her preſent troubles might do her 

ood ſervice; and had done ſo already : Thar conſideration kept her from fol- 
lowing the inricements of her anger , bur not from letting Caflander fee by al! 
her words , and by all her a&ions , that his. paſſion was very unplealins to her, 
The liberty of coming into her Chamber was permitted him as well as others , 
for the Reaſons 1 have given you ; and being there one day with Leonatus, and 
two or three more of his friends , I think it was with a purpoſe to oblige him 
that the reſt withdrew , and left him alone with the Queen, Heſione , ſome other 
of her Maids , and my ſelf , who chanced to- be there at that cime , and to be 
witneſs of that Converſation. When Caflander found that. opportunity , 'which 
he ſeldome met with , he reſolved to lay hold of jt ; and putting himſelf into a 
very beſeeching poſture , gave the Queen notice , that he was preparing to enter- 
rain her with his love > but ſhe afforded him not the time ; and afloon as he 
opened his mouth to begin his diſcourſe , I forbid you ({aid ſhe) to talk to me of 
your follies, and enjoyn you to conſider the offences I have received from you , as they 
ought to be conſidered by a ſubje& of the King, my Husband. Caflancer, who was 
prepared for ſuch like aſage, never ſeem'd daunted at it, bur anſwered with a confident 
look ; 1 did not think my paſſion could have given you any cauſe of offence ; for if ] 
was 4 Subje& of the King, your Husband, I do not believe I call off rhat ſubjection , by 
letting you know that I am yet more powerfully yours : None of thoſe homages you 
receive, from thoſe that once were under his Dominion, are paid you with more reſpet, 
nor with mere ſbmiſſion, than mine ; and if I may be permitted to ſpeak the truth of 
my ſelf, They are not more advantageous to you » than thoſe of a Prince , who holds 
not 2 contemptible rank among the greateſt , that are now alive. I know what I am, 
( replyed the Queeu, with a very disdaintull action) nor am 1 igrorant what you are, 1 
ſee nothing that ſhould hinder us from living rogerher, as we have Core hitherto ; and 
when you ſhall look upon me, as the wife of Alexander, 1 will Jook upon you, as the 
Son of Antipater. Theſe ſcorntull lighting words wrought ſuch a ſpight in Caflander, 
who by nature is the moſt impatient man m che world , that- he loſt all reſpect and dif- 
cretion, and not being able to difſemble how ill he took chem : 1 confeſs (ſaid he ) that 
Alexander was above Caflander ; but {ince Alexander is dead, the Daughter of Cohor- 
ranus is not above the Son of Antipater. He brought forth theſe words very brisk- 
ly , and judging that he ought to expet nothing from the Queen but ſome 
biting reproach, he intended nor to ſtay for it, but went out of the Chamber 
with a very troubled ation. The Queen was highly offended at his diſcourſe, 
bur being ſhe is very _y » ſhe diflembled ir in part, and drew ſome fatis- 
faction from his anger , in that ſhe hoped ir might free her from his importuni- 
ries for "the time to come : But ſhe was muctr deceived in thoſe hopes ; for though 
Caflander was ealily moved , by reaſon of his ſudden impetuous humour , he came 
back again preſently after , more milde and more ſubmiſſive than before , and 
asked her pardon , with all manner of lignes of his Repentance. But abour that 
time there came _— into the Town of your Manifelt , wherein you accuſed 
him of having poyſoned the King : The Queen , and divers others, had already 
ſuſpicions of it , grounded upon ſome conzeAtures , and receiving this Confirma- 
tioa, thongh it was not ſufficient to convince- him , eſpecially coming from 
his Enemies, the Queen abhorred to behold him, and believed it not fir for her ſo 
much as to ſuffer him to ſpeak , till he had juſtified himſelf. She neither could , nor 
would difſemble that thought from him ; and the firſt time he would havecome 
riear her, with an intent to ſpeak ; Purge your ſelf (ſaid ſhe) of the accuſation that 
is laid upon you of having poyſoned your King, if you would have his wife to hear you ; 
and put her out ofthe opinion ſhe may have of that horrible parricide , if you would have 
her. look upon you without dereſtation. Caflander ſeem'd enraged at this diſcourſe , 


and beholding the Queen with eyes that ſparkled with anger ; They are your 
enemies, 
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enemies Madam, ( replied he )- they are your enemies, and not mine, that ſlander me 
with theſe Calumnies » which I will clear my ſelf of to their confuſion ; But if 1 were 
lefs faithful to you} they would be my friends, and you would have no occaſion to 
aſe a reproach to me ſo full of ingratitnde. It was not from you I ſhould have receis 
ved it, {ince your intereſts procure me this —_— but I will waſh it off wich ſo much 
blood, that my Enemies ſhall repent it, and you ſhall be fatisfied. I know not whe- 
ther Caſſander difſembled in this impreſſion, which he delired to give of his: reſent- 
ments, or whether he indeed was innocent : . But however it were, he bore that ac- 
cuſation with ſuch” an impatience, as cauſed many perſons to make different judgements 
of it. If the accuſation you publiſhed againſt Caflander in your Manifeſt , wrought 
ſome effect upon Roxana ; that which you ſaid concerning Queen Statira, and the 
Princeſs her Siſter, whom you demanded, as being alive, wrought almoſt none at all ; 
and though you alledged particularities, that were enough to have given her 
ſound ſuſpition : when ſhe remembred what ſhe had ſeen awith her own. eyes, ſhe 
could not lend any - belief to it, nor contradict her. light in a matter that was 
ſo- freſh in memory ; yet did ſhe ſay. ſomerhing tq Perdiccas againſt it, and de- 
fired ſome kind of clearing ..in the bufineſs, 4 as I have heard by Heſione ; ) but 
Perdiccas ſhrunk up his. ſhoulders at that demand, and anſwering her with a 
great deal of coldneſs, Madam, (faid he). I need tell. yon, nothing of that ad- 
venture; the truth is well enough known.to you ; and your own eyes were witneſles of an 
aG&tion that makes me odious to Heaven, and deteſtable to all the Earth. Roxana was ſa- 
rified with that reply, and in the interim follicited me every day to ſearch out Prince 
Oroondates; and, I confeſs, I employed':all my care to fee if I could learn any 
news of him : About that time Prince Arſaces was .in Babylon, but though he 
was unknown to all the World, I was. the onely man that was not ignorant of 
the truth ; and I had the means to advance my ſelf very much with Roxana, by 
diſcovering him, if, as wicked as I am, 4 had not had ſome on motions, | that 
withheld me from doing it. In the voyage I made into Scythia, by her Com- 
mand, 1 had learn'd the truth of. all that had paſſed, and . knew that Prince Ar- 
raxerxes the Son of Darius was alive, under the name of Arſaces : But for all 
I am fo talſe, 1 reverenced the remainders of the Blood of. my King , and the 
vertue 'of that Prince, which in his earlieſt years had ſo powerfully gained the 
hearts of all the Perlians : I believed with reaſon, that they, who could not 
ſuffer Darius his Daughters to live, for fear they ſhould diſpute the Empire with 
them ; - would firive by all manner of megns to make away that Prince, who had 
more lawful prerenhons to it, and who could better defend them ; and this be- 
lief hindered me from ſaying any thing of it - to' the Queen at my return, and 
afcerward , when the Prince was come to Babylon : The. ſecrecy I had kept till 
then, hindered me alſo from making any mention of it to Toxaris. and Loncates, 
when I told them of the journey I had made -into Scythia. It.is certain , that 
nothing ſtopt my mouth, but the fear of deſtroying that great .Prince : And. if 
you will do me the favour to believe, My Lords, That though I was fo faithleſs, 
as to do my: Maſter-ill offices in his love, I was, not fo errant a Villain, , as to 
ſell the blood of my lawful Prince, and ,to, deliver him up to Enemies ,. who had 
ſo great an intereſt in this ruine, that they would never have ſpared him. I will 
not relate any of thoſe things that have paſſed in Babylon touching the War, 
you have been informed of them, both by Prince Artaxerxes, and by others, who 
knew more than I ; but will onely tell you what you are ignorant of, and 
——_ cannot be * come unto your knowledge , being paſſed ſince the laſt 
attel. IF 

After that bloody defeat of our Army, the remnants of it, as you know, re- 
tired into the Town ; and of above an hundred thouſand men, there ſcarce came 
back eighteen or twenty thouſand , and even of them a great many ſore wound- 
ed : Amons the Commanders , there was hardly one that had eſcaped withour' 
hurt ; - and ſcarce were there any of them in a condition to gather. up © the 
ſcattered reliques of our Forces, and to preſent themſelves at the Gates to ous 
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the purſuit of yours , in -caſe they ſhould have proſecuted their ViQory-into the 
City. Alcetas, mich leſs Wounded than bis Brother Antigenes, Nearchus his 
Father, and ſome others , - did all they pothbly could to that purpoſe ; and while 
they were fo imployed , * Perdiccas, Caflander, Neoptolemus, and the reſt who had 
not come off ſo well , went to their Beds to feek _— and remedy for their 
Wounds. All things were then in-a very lamentable form in Babylon; the ſtreets 
ring wich the cryes of many thouſands , who then finding their loſles, enqui- 
red. for their Sons, for their Fathers, or their Husbands , with tears and mournfull 
oroans ; the mangled Souldiers begged with cryes to have their Wounds drefied : 
To this grief, and to this diſorder , was alſo added the fear of timerous Wo- 
men , and feeble old Men, who, being utterly diſmayed by ſo great a defeat, 
imagined 'every moment, that they ſaw the Enemies within their Gates , and who 
with mortal terrours expeted the taking and ſacking of their City. Alcetas 
and his Companions took the beſt courſe they were able in that contulion , they 
ſhewed a at deal of care in quartering the Souldiers , who, by reaſon of the 
- waſtneſs off the Town, found all room enough ; they looked to ſet ſuch Guards 
as were necefary* within , and to Man the Out-works, which they meant to keep ; 
nor did they forget any thing belonging ro their charge in ſo preſſing an exi- 
ency. You may gueſs at Roxana's ſorrow by her intereſt , it was ſo violent, 
That in aff 'the reſt of that day, ſhe way not capable of any thing that was. ſaid 
to' comfort her ; and the Phylicians ,-- who had care of her Health, roid her, but 
in vain , That being fo far = with Child, ſhe did her ſelf a great deal of 
harm by fuch an exceſs of grief. Her diſquiets were augmenced by the news ſhe 
heard that Day ; for ſhe was told by thoſe that bad eſcaped from the Battle, that 
Prince Oroondates, who was fo dear to her ren embrance, was amongſt her Ene- 
mies ; that he had commanded the Army that Day, and that it was to his Valonr, 
and to his good Condut , his Party owed the winning of that Vidtory : She alſo 
heard that Artaxerxes, the Son of Darias , who had been thoughe Dead ſo many 
Years, was Afive in the fame party , and that it was he himſelf that had ſerved 
on her fide fm the former Battle ; and who, under the name of Arſaces, had gain- 
ed ſo. high a repatation. Roxana was as ſentible of theſe news , as one can poſ- 
fibly 'imagme- ; there. was no doubt but ſhe was infiutely troubled to know that 
Artaxerxes was Alive , ' who thereby fruſtrated the cruelty ſhe bad uſed againſt his 
Siſters, and who much more potently, than thoſe Princefles , could diſturb her 
in the Poſſeffion of her Dominions ; but yet ſhe was more ſenlible of Oroondates 
his reram : The knowledge of his hatred was a terrible diſcontent to her ,. find- 
ing it fo great, that it ha | made him fide with her Enemies, and _— every day 
againſt her ; And =—_— ſhe was not ignorant how juſt cauſe he had, nor conld 
in reaſon condemn his Reſentments , ſhe could not chooſe but be much afflicted 
at them , fince they crofled the deſign ſhe had of drawing him to her affe&ion, 
and that by thofe expreſfons of his hacred , he ſhewed the ſmall inclination he 
tad to love her ; yet was it fome comfort to her to know he was ſo near her , for 
all he was 'an Enemy ; and in this ſatisfaftion , and fome remaining ſpark. -of 
hope , not yet extinguiſhed in her heart , ſhe found at laft cauſe to be as much 
contented, as if ſhe had not heard of him at all. She pafled the Night in DiftraQtions, 
which, according to Heſione's report , would not ſuffer her to ſleep a moment; 
and the next Morning, as ſoon as ſhe was ready, ſhe went to vilit Perdiccas , whoſe 
Wounds kept him in his' Bed. Their firſt Diſcourſe was of the unſucceſsfull iflue 
of the, Battſe , and they both bewailed the loſs of ſo many thouſand Men lain 
for their .Intereſts , eſpecially of many brave Commanders, who were either 
Dead, or Priſoners ; among which, Seleucus held the firſt place, and then Leonatus, 
Nearchus , and their Companions , of whom they had then heard no News at all. 
After ſome talk upon that ſubjet , Perdiccas, who either could not, or would 
not any longer diflemble the truth , which in the eſtate of his Aﬀairs, was not 
poſſible to be ſtill kept ſecret , ſeeing no body with Roxara, but ſuch perſons as 
ue ſuſpeted not, fpeke to her on this manner, We might have reaſon, ecacy tg 
complain 
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complain of the ill ſucceſs the Gods have ſent to our affairs, if we were not conſciqus by 
what crimes we have provoked them againlt us ; and if the blood of thoſe great and in- 
nocent Princeſſes, which you needs would ſhed tor 'your own intereſts, did not call upon 
them for a revenge, which they in juſtice cannot refuſe. In brief, Madamzthat crime which 
makes us odious toall the World,hath been as unprofitable tous, as it is deteſtable in it ſelf ; 
and you have vainly delired to ſecure the Throne to your ſelf, and to the Child you £@ 
withall,by the Death of Darius his Daughters,ſince the Gods have preſerved the Life of his 
Son, Prince Artaxerxes : Itis hethat may trouble your Reign a great deal more power- 
fully than his Siſters ; andall the advantage we can reap by that horrid cruelty, will be 
nothins but the {tings of a guilty Conſcience, that will torture us for ever. Perdiccas made 
a ſtop at theſe words; and the Queen replied , I was perſwaded to that cruelty againit mime 
own inclination, by the example of many perſons that have done the fame in a like con- 
dition's And though the advantages I delixed to procure to Alexander's Son, made me 
conquer my natural pity , I have not nevertheleſs been wichout a great deal of ſorrow 
and repentance for it. 1t is true, the return of Artaxerxes, whom the Gods have miracu- 
louſly raiſed again, hath overthrown all our policy ; but it is as true, that I would revoke 
what's paſled, if it were in the power of Mankind ; and that I now could wiſh with all 
my heart, thoſe Princeſſes were alive. They are alive, Madam, ( anſwered Perdiccas in- 
Rantly ) and the Gods have not permitted, that the molt illuſtrious Blood in the World 
ſhould be ſo cruelly ſhed. Are they alive > (cried Roxana in admiration) Yes, Madam, 
( added Perdiccaz) they are ſo : And he, whom deceaſed Alexander honoured with the 
laſt marks of his affe&ion, was not ſo baſe as to deftroy what was deareſt to him in all the 
World ; it was by the death of certain condemned Slaves tliat your Eyes were deceived,and 
your Paſſion ſatisfied ; But neither my compliance with you, nor the conſideration of my 
interetts, were able to make me forget what 1 owed zo my King, and to the quality of a 
Prince, in which I was born. You required too inhumane and too ſhamefull effetts of 
Perdiccas his obedience ; and if you were to have employed his hand to do you ſervice, ic 
ſhould have been in an action more worthy of him, and againſt other Enemies than.thaſe 
great and innocent Princefles. While Perdiccas ſpake on this manner, Roxana hearkned 
to him with ſo much aſtoniſhment, that of a long time the was not able to reply ; and 
that ftrange news ſurprized her in ſuch fort , that ſhe knew not which way ſhe 
ſhould receive it. The return of Artaxerxes, which thwarted the ſecurity ſhe thougbr 
ſhe had eftabliſhed in her Dominions , by the Death of his Siſters, might have 
made her content they were alive ; but that of Oroondates bringing to mind the 
Intereſt of her love, incenſed her fo againſt her Riyal, whom ſhe ſaw comming in- 
to the World again, to deprive her of @ bappinels , . upon which ſhe had ſettled 
ſome flattering' hopes , That ſhe ſtraight repented the wiſh ſhe had made in her 
Favour but a minute before. What > Perdiccas , ( ſaid the , looking upon him 
with an angry Eye ) Have you then deceived a Princeſs, that truſted no body, but your 
ſelf, and that put all her Intereſts into your hand ſa freely > I have deceived you, { replied 
Perdiccas ) as I ſhould have deceived all the moſt ſovereign Powers upon Earth ; And 
though my a&on ſtand not in need of any juſtification, know, to the end you may be 
better ſatisfied , that tothe Intereſt of my honour, and to that of Alexander's memory, 
I alſo joyned that of my love, which alone was able to overturn all my refohwons. 1 love, 
Madam, lince it is no longer time to difavow it ; 1 love Queen Statira, and for that love, 
inſtead of attempting againlt her Life, I wquld have given my own ; ſhe hath no Enemies, 
againſt whom I would not have defended her at the price of my-Blood ; and I have done 
a great deal more to content you, than I ought to have done , fince I put her in fear of 
death ; ſince I kept her concealed, to avoid your anger, though ſhe were all manner of 
ways the greateſt Princeſs of the World ; and lince I made her lay afide the name of Sta- 
tira, peculiar to the Royalty, to take again that of Caflandra, the Daughter of Codo- 
man : Sheis now in Babylon, and if hitherto my reſpect to you hath obliged me to con- 
ceal from you, both her being alive, and the place of her abode , I think that now 1 may 
declare them to you, by reaſon of Artaxerxes his retn ; of the belief I have, that her 
misfortunes may have appeaſed you ; and of the hope, rhat you will have ſome regard 
wthe lave of Perdiccas, who hath blindly tied himſelf to run vour fortune, and who 
| bath 
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hath endeavoured to comply with you, even to the prejrdice of his honorr: Roxana 
was fo troubled during this diſcourſe, that ſhe knew not in what tearms-to expreſs her 
ſenſe of it; and after ſhe had long teheld Perdiccas with an eye that ſeerred to tax 
him for deceiving her; 1 ſhould never have believed, { ſaid ſhe ) that you Would fo craf- 
tily have deluded me, me, who would have depended upon you, for whatſoever was moſt 
precious to me. I am not troubled that Statira and Pariſatis are alive, they were other 
motives than the ambition of reigning, that made me deſire their death ;- and in the 
extremity I will make known that which may juſtifie my crimes, as well as you alledge the 
cauſe of your ſubtle artifice. I will net tell you, that 1 will employ all the power I have 
to deſtroy thoſe you have faved,' to the falſifying of your ward ; and that perhaps, Iam 
potent enough over the hearts of the Macedonians to do it, though you ſhould nnder- 
rake to prote& them : It isnot outof inclination that I am led to cruelty, and 1 confider 
you more than you have conſidered me; the love you bear Statira, may juſtifie in part 
what you have done, but I can tell you, you ſhall profit little by her being alive, and that 
it is not for your ſelf you have preſerved her ; it is for Oroondates the Prince of Scythia, 
( the moſt dreadful of all your enemies, and he himſelf, whom you ſaw yeſterday dyed in 
the blood of your Souldiers, as alſo of your own ) that you have plotted ; and Statira is 
ſo totally his, even before ſhe was Alexander's, that nothing but death alone can poſſibly 
take her from him : You have that puiſſant rival at our Gates, you ſhall have him to 
fight withall-without, and her conſtancy to affault within our walls ; it is by them, with- 
out doubt, that I ſhall be revenged of you, and that I ſhall ſee you repent the ſervice you 
have done for your moſt cruel Enefiny. This threat of the Queens made Perdiccas gxoiv 
pale, but he recovered himſelf preſently again, and deliring to let her ſee his reſolute- 
neſs; 1 do not doubt ( ſaid he) but that _ Statira is prepoſlefled with ſome power- 
ful inclination, that makes her diſdain my afteion ; nor am T' ignorant, but the Prince 
you ſpeak of, is a valiant and a terrible Enemy ; I have already tryed his Forces in two 
ſet Battels, and I have had a diſcourſe with him, which hath ſrſkciently made me under- 
ſtand his intentions ; - but neither the knowledge of Caflandra's engagement can repulſi 
me, nor is that of my rival's power able to affright me ; I ſhould have ſatisfied him before 
now, if I could have feared his threatnings ; but if in the open field he ſaw me not avoid 
to encounter him, he ſhall not make me tremble behind walls, which are firong enough 
to reliſt the greatelt Army in the world ; and though Fortune ſhould favour him againſt 
me, he ſhall ſee me netith in the reſolution I have taken, and defend that againſt him to 
my lateſt Bal which I have too lawfylly acquired, to deliver it up but with my life. Well, 
we ſhall te ( replied the Queen, extremely vex'd) which way you will behave your ſelf, 
and I will alſo think how I ſhall behave my ſelf in thisnew face of my affairs. 1 hope 
( ſaid Perdiccas) you will have ſome regard to my teirs tied to your Intereſts, from which 
the conſideration of mine own ſhall never be able to ſeparate me ; and that you will not 
do any thing againſt a life, which no body can attempt without aiming directly at mine. 
The Queen returned Perdiccas no anſwer, being uncertain both what ſhe ſhould ſay, and 
what reſolution ſhe ſhould take ; but parting from him very coldly, ſhe went out of his 
Chamber, and returned to the Palace in a great deal of trouble. Then did her cruel 
diſquiets ſet her on the rack, arid her love and her ambition tortured her by turns, 
but with unequal force; the life of Artaxerxes made her but little ſenſible of 
that diſcontent, which, out of reaſon of State, fhe might elſe have received for that 
of his Sifters, whoſe ſorrowful deftiny had indeed moved her to Compaſſion; 
but ſhe could not know Statira was alive, and in Babylon, and Oroondates at the 
Gates of it, demanding her with an armed power, and in a condition to obs 
tain her ſhortly in deſpight of her, without falling into an extremity of griet, 
and without giving her felf over to the rage of her jealouſie. She cauſed 
me to be ſent for , as him of all her ſervants who was beſt inftruced in that affeRi- 
on; and having called me to her Bed-ſide, where ſhe was laid down, Thou ſeelt, 
Arbates, ( ſaid ſhe ) how the gods overthrow the propoſals of men, and by what ways they 
advance their own, in ſpite of our reſolutions. I have laboured but in vain to ſeparate 
Oroondates and Statira by ſo many different means, ſince neither the diſunion I had 
wrought between them, nor thatdeath whereby mine own eyes were deluded, have ww 
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able to oppole the courle of rhe deſtinies, which will joyn them together again, in ſpite 
of all my endeavours, and which will bring me to rhe ſorrow 0 {ecing them triumph 
over me, by thoſe wayes that are the moſt glorious ro them : That ingrateful man fights 
at 0:r Gates againſt us, and is upon che point of taking her away by frength of Arms, 
whom I by force and policy have vainly diſputed with him ; but rather let death put an 
end ro my atflictions, different from that I had promiſed to my (elf, than that I ſhould 
ſuffer my Rival to have the advantage, and my ingrateful Scythian to obtain his utmoſt 
ſatisfaction before my face : Iwill yet pnt in practice whatſoever love and anger can 
inſpire into a Queen, animated with thoſe mighty paſſions ; nor will I leave any thing 
anatrempred, either to deſtroy the telicity they propoſe unto themſelves, or to make 
them periſh when I am at che end of all my hopes, -Ir is but in vain, that Perdiccas. un- 
dertakes the protection of my Rival ; for though by cutming, I ſhould not be able to effect 
it, I am powertul enough to ruine her by open torce: Notwithſtanding all the credit he 
hath among the Macedonians, they are more at my devotion than at his ; and they with 
veneration expect the birth of a Son of Alexander: All rhe Carians, Lycians, Par- 
thians, Sulians, and Ba&trians we have left, obey my Orders without repugnance ; 
and if we muſt take Arms amongſt our ſelves, my party will not be weaker than that of 
Perdiccas. Onely help me, Arbates, with thy counſels, and with thy aftiltance in a 
afſfion which I have truſted tronone but thee ; ſeek ſome invention to ſatisfie me, before 
I be compelled to flye to exrremiries againſt Perdiccas, and hope for nothing from me, 
bur recompences worthy of ſuch an acceptable ſervice, The Queen ended with theſe 
words, and ſeeing that ſhe expeted my anſwer, I replied immediately in theſe 
tearms: Madam, the Gods can teltifie, that I have devored my life entirely to your 
Majeſty, and that I ſhall never value peril, nor dithculty, in the occaſions of ſerving 
you; I will ftrive with all the wit the Gods have given me, to procure your fatisfa- 
ion ; bur if your Ma jeſty will give me leave to tell you my opinion, and to difſent from 
yours, I will take the liberty to ſay, that in the condition of your Aﬀairs, violent wayes 
are not the belt, or rather, that you cannot make uſe of any ſuch, without ruining them. 
If you attempt againlt Queen Statira's life, and if you raiſe a party within the City 
againſt Perdiccas, you divide the Forces which are neceſlary to defend you againtt your 
Foes without, and make a Prince your Enemy, who 15 really afteionate to your In- 
tereſts, and witho'lrr whom you cannot ſubliſt againſt thoſe that are at our Gates : 
Rather take a contrary reſolution, Madam, and inſtead of thinkins how to kill Sta- 
tira, endeavo.rto give her to Perdiccas, thereby you will avoid the ſhame, and the 
remorſe you would have by her death ; you will preſerve your ſelf, and you will highly 
oblige a Friend and a Servant, without whom, to ſpeak the truth, it is impoſſible you 
ſhould ftand ; and by depriving Oroondates of the hopes he may have in the polleſhon 
of Statira, you will invite him to turn all his thoughts upon you : If you ſucceed in this 
delign, you will be ſatisfied all manner of wayes ; and if chis courſe prove ineffeQual, I 
ſee none other you can probably make uſe of, The Queen gave ear to me attentive- 
ly, and found ſo —_—_ reaſon, and likelihood in what I ſaid, That after havi 
ſtruggled a while with her reſentments againſt Perdiccas for having deluded her, 
ſhe reſolved to follow my advice : And when, by very. obliging words, ſhe had 
teſtified how much ſhe approved ir, ſhe determined to do all the could to joyn 
Statira with Perdiccas z and to take away all Prince Oroondates -his pretenſions to 
her. 
If in this Counſel, Sir, (purſued Arbates, addreiſing himſelf to Oroondates ) 
I did you an ill office, by perſwading the Queen to aſſiſt Perdiccas againſt you; 
I did you no ſmall ſervice on rhe other fide, in diverting her from the delign ſhe 
had to ſeek the death of her Rival, as ſhe might have done many ſeveral wayes, 
though that of force had not taken eftet. The next day , the Queen being fully 
reſolved to follow the counſel I had given her, and having baniſhed, or at leaſt 
feigning 'to baniſh, all the ſharpneſs ſhe had conceived againſt Perdiccas, ſhe ſent 
me to his Lodging to ſee how he- did., and to aflure him from her, That 
how great Interett ſoever ſhe had in the death of the- Princefles of Perlia, ſhe 
would not thwart his inclination, nor prefer the ſecurity ſhe found in their: 
deſtruRion, 
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deftration , betore the contentment, ard the advamages, of a Prince, to whom 
ſhe owed the better part of her own, and from whom , in regard of the Oblis: 
tions ſhe had to him- , ſhe would never diſunire her ſelf. Perdiccas received this 
Complement of the Queens , with a great deal of Civility ; and after 1 ad alfy 
protelted to him from her > That irftead of doings him harm , ſhe world tavour 
his palſion , as much as poſſibly ſhe could : Dear Arbates ( ſaid be) you way tell 
the Queen, That lince ſhe hath ſo generouſly conquered her reſentments , in favour 
of me, there is no conl1deration in the world, that can ſeparate me from her {ervice . 
and that I will ſpend my Bloud to the laſt drop for her 'quarrel , with more pailion than 
for my own, He ſent me back with this anſwer , and preſently . after , being vilited 
by Alcetas, he gave him the order he delired to have obſerved for the ſervice of the two 
Princeſſes : From that very day Alcetas left them the whole Houſe , cauſed the 
Lodgings to be furniſhed according to their Quality , gave them a preat many 
Women to wait npon them ', with Oftcers , little different from whar they had 
had in former times; and ſerled their Houſhold in fuch a manner » That Queen 
Statira was attended in all pottits, as Alexander's Widow - And the Princeſfle 
Pariſatis , as the Daughter of Darius. Nothing but liberty was refuſed them , , 
the paſſage out of the Houſe being forbidden by a great n!mber of Souldiers f 
who kept Guards there, as at the Palace of a Queen, and who detained them as 
Priſoners. They have their Chambers free , bur the Guard Ilye at the door ; 
They continually have ſentinels under their V Vindows : and when they walk in 
the Garden, which they have the liberty to do , they follow them alwayes, 
but in ſuch a manner, That they ſeem rather to te there to do them Honour. than 
to reſtrain them. Perdiccas did not refolve to uſe them 0! that faſhion, withour 
beings well aflured , That all the Forces of Babylon were at his devotion , ard 
Roxana's ; and that thoſe, in whom the love of their Natural Princefles might 
ſtirr up a delire to give them liberty, or a ſorrow for their Captivity z, Were to0 
weak in the City , to dare to ſhew themſelves , or to undertake any thug againſt 
his Authority. In, the mean time , though he: was forced to keep his Bed , he 
provided , with a great deal of care and diligence , for all bulineſses , - and for 
the defence of the Town. Alcetas, who never (taid within doores for his wounds, 
aſlifted by Andiagoras, Antigmes, Iolas, and many other Commanders , who by 
practice have attained an exact knowledge in matters of Warre, forgot none of 
the duties of a perte&t Captain, for the defence of the City : He lodged the Soul- 
diers, > according to the Quarters that were aſligned them; and accordins to the 
Order of the Aſsaults you might make, diſpoſed ' the Guards , as well for the 
Out-Works, as-for the Walls; Over-looked the Arms , viſited the Stores of 
Viaual that were in the Town , and cauſed Proviſions to be put into the Ma- 
gazines ; ſet men at work to make Arrows ,. employed others about Boats, to 
make Sallies upoi the River, if it were neceſsary , and to oppoſe the. Works 
you ſhould make there, and ſent Meſsengers into all the Provinces of their Al- 
lies to haſten relief. Perdiccas and Caſsander left their Beds the ſame day , and 
I think this is the third day ſmce ; But Penceſtas and Neoptolemus lye by it ſtill, 
and are not yet ſo near their cures : Neither did the two firlt fav for theirs , 
but , out of impatience to ſee the Princeſses whom they loved , would needs g0 
abroad , contrary to the will of their Phyſitians, What reſpe&t foever Per- 
diccas meant to pay Roxana, in his firſt vitit he followed his own inclinations , 
and, with one Arm in a Scarfe , went to the Houſe and Lodging of Queen Sta- 
tira ; TI learned the diſcourſe -he had with her from ore of his Servants , with 
whom 1 have a particular Friendſhip, and by that means am able to tell you 
ſomething of it, He found that beauteous Queene a little leſs ſad than ordinary ; 
whether it were by reaſon of the happy ſucceſs of your Forces , or of the or- 
der that had been given to ſettle her Houſehold ; and taking an occaſion from 
thence , to entertain her , after the firſt Civilities; Madam , ( ſaid he ) 1 ſhonld 
' think you rejoyced at our loſs, if I were not acquainted with the excellence of your 


Nature, that cannot With pleaſure look upon the death of ſo many thouſand pony 
All 


Paxr Vo CASSANDReM. 711 
and if I did not alſo believe you begin to know,that amongſt thoſe whom you accout your 
frieads, there are none more attectionate to you, than rhole, to whom you give the title of 
your enemies : If the pallion I have for you, hath carried me on to any ation, from which 
you have received diſcontent ; and if my fear of loling you , forced. me to keep you in a 
condition, very different from that in which you ought to be,I will make amends for what 
is paſt , by a manner of lite, wherein, without doubt, you will find leſs cauſe of complaint > 
hitherto the apprehenlion I have been in for your lite, hath obliged me to conceal you 
from Queen Roxana, whom her interelts have made your enemy ; bur ſince her inclina- 
rions are changed; lince ſhe repents of what fhe once attempted againſt you ; and (ince 
you are here with all the ſafe:y I can delire,you ſhall be better attended than you have been 
till now ; and in your houſe, you ſhall find all the marks of your former dignity ; only , 
Madam, be not offended, I beſeech you , it I cannot diſpoſe my ſelf to looſe you, and if I 
do all I poſſibly can, to ſhan a death,which I cannor avoid,by reltoring you tomy enemies; 
if I could live in giving you that ſatisfation, the gods are my witnefles, I would content 
you to my own prejudice z but lice in letting you go, I ſhould urterly extinguiſh all my 
hopes ; and lincel have a rival at our gates , whoſe advantages would eſtabliſh them- 
ſelves upon my raine , think it not ſtrange if I defend you againſt him, and if, by all 
manner of reaſons, I endeavour tomake you underſtand the difference there is between 
a barbarous Prince, and the chief of Alexander's ſucceſſours. Perdiccas held his peace at 
theſe words , and the Queen , who had hearkned to him with patience, replied very 
rartly; Think not Perdiccas , that I find any change in my condition , either by this new 
order you have taken in ſettling my houſe, or by that ſafety you promiſe me from Roxa- 
ua ; lince my lalt loſles, I have ſo little cared for this ſtate you cauſe me to be ſerved 
with , or for this life you aflure me of, that I can find but a very mean conſolation in 
either ; nor do I rejoice for the death of ſo many men, whom you have made to loſe 
their lives in too unjuſt a quarrel : And though I ſee the juſtice of the Gods in your: ill 
ſucceſs, I could wiſh nevertheleſs, they would be contentedwith a ſmaller reparation 
for your faults , and that they would reſtore me the liberty , which you unworthily have 
robbed me of , and which you unjuſtly refuſe me, by leſs cruel , and leſs bloody means. 
That affeRion you bear me , diſcovers it ſelf by very diſobliging ſigns, and that barba- 
rian Prince, whom you reproach me with, and who now fights my quarrel, hath expreſled 
his to me by effects very contrary to yours ; and by aRions, which, without doubt, may 
equal him with any of Alexander's ſucceflours ; yet did Ifſhun the light of hit, both be- 
fore, and (ince the death of the King, my Husband : And if by that ſacred memory , I 
have conquered the inclination, which I ſhall have for him, while I live,-and the remem- 
brance of the obligations I ſhall have forhim, judge what you ought to hope for from me 
for whom I have no inclination , and to whom I am not at all obliged. I hope (replied 
Perdiccas )that by my preſerverance, in loving you ,1T ſhall overcome yours in hating me ; 
and that by rendring you, in all the teſtimonies of your hatred, the fame ſervices, which 
that more happy rival, did in the proofs of your affeRion , you will find the difference 
there is between his paſſion and mine. It is a ſmall matter for a man beloved , and for a 
man favoured by Queen Statira, to continue cenſtant in his love,and to be for ever faith- 
full to her ; bur in the diſdain, and inthe ill uſagel receive from you,tidelity is a great 
deal morecon(iderable, than in a condition that were able'to keep the moſt inſenfible per- 
ſons firm unto your ſervice : Perhaps , if you had made ſuch a trial of this Oroondates, 
ſo worthy of your inclination, you would have loft ſome part of ic, and would ſoon have 
thought your ſelf diſengaged of thoſe obligations that tye you to him, to the prejudice of 
the paſſion I have to ſerve you. I know not ( anſwered the Queen, with a very ſerious - 
countenance ) who can have inſtructed yon ſo well in my Aﬀairs ; but whatſoever hath 
deen told you of the affetion I bore to Oroondates, it- is too greata glory tomeever to 
difown it, while I live. I repent my ſelf of nothing ( continued -the Queen,. with a ſigh ) 
but that I loved him not enough ; that's all my crime: And if Thad not been deceived 
by the cunning PraRtices of her who hath given youthis information , I was enough in- 
debred to thar great Prince,to have preferred my grave,before the honour I received to be 
the Wife of Alexander the great : Yet Oroondates,as great ,-and as worthy to be loved, 


as he 1s, hath not begot any defisn in w_ ro give my felf again to a man ; after having 
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been married to the greateſt of all men. In ſhort, the widow of Alexander ſhall neither 
be for Oroondates, nor for Perdiccas ; bur if ſhe were to be for any botdy , it ſhould be for 
Oroondares , not only rather than Perdiccas , bur rather then all the reſt of mankind , 


though the Gods ſhould raiſe up another, a thouſand times more great than Alexander, 


| 


I hope ( added Perdiccas briskly ) that if you are not {or me , you ſhall not be for Orgon- 
dates ; I will defend you againſt him with forces that ſhall not be inferiour to his; and if 
the Gods have ſo decreed that his genius mult be above mine , he ſha!l never open his paſ- 
ſage to you , till he have made me dead at che bottom ot our Walls, 

After this diſcourſe ,- Perdiccas ' had fome talk with the Qicen , while Alceta; 
entertained the Princeſs Pariſatis , upon the ſame ſubject, and drew juſt as much 
ſatisfaction as his Brother had done + That brave ſpirited Princeſs uſed him al- 
wayes with ſo much ſharpneſs and diſdain , That it he were not of a very mild 
and patient nature , he would have fallen into ſome expreſhons of anger , and 
particularly that day ; for when Alcetas reproached her , that for all the ſeverity 
ſhe feigned lince Hepheſtion's death , | ſhe had not been inſen{ible of the love of 
Lylignachus : 1 for my jultitication ( replied the Princeſs ) may call all the earth to wit- 
neſs , what I have done in favour of Lylimachus, both before and fince the death of He. 
phettion ; but if I had really given my affeQions to the knowledge of his vertue , and to 
the remembrance of his ſervices, I were as much excuſable, as I ſhould be little, if I hould 
calt my eyes upon Alcetas. - I know not what Alcetas anſwered , becauſe Perdiccas 
went then out of the Chamber ; and he that gave me this account of their con- 
verſation went out , with him, From thence Perdiccas went direttly to viſit 
Queen Roxana , whom he found retired from all Company , entertaining her ſelf 
in an Arbour at the Garden , with no body but Helione ; Perdiccas, out of reſpec, 
came in alone, - ayd the Queen, ſeeing himenter , roſe to meet him , and gave him 
the beſt reception he could wiſh. After the firſt tearms of civility , Perdiccas be- 
gan to: thank her , for the force ſhe had uſed in favour of him , upon her firſt in- 
rentions , and for her complying with his paſſion ; and then he proreſted to her , 
That he delired nothing ſo earneſtly, as ſome occaſion to let her fee how ſenli- 
ble he was of thoſe laſt effe&ts of her goodneſs. While he was making theſe 
proteſtations. , the Queen having prayed lum to (it down by her , gave ear with- 
out interruption 4 and when, he .had done ſpeaking , ſhe, who, during his dif- 
courſe, had had time to confirm her ſelf in the reſolution ſhe had taken , look- 
ing upon him with an a&tion accompanied. with fome ſhame , and ſome uncer- 
tainty,; May Lhave a perfect confidence , Perdiccas ( ſaid ſhe) in the protettations you 
make me? and may 1, upon that hope, make you a.contefſion,whereby, I put both my quiet 
and my reputation into your hands? You may, Madam , with all manner of fecuri- 
ty, anſwered Perdiccas ;; and then he confirmed his promiſes by Oaths , which 
begot a full aflarance in the Queen. I will make no difficulty then ( replied ſhe ) to truſt 
you abſolutely, and toown athing to you which I ſhall not be able co do without bluſhing : 
But, Perdiccas, lince you have weaknefles your ſelf, which you have confefled to me, why 
ſhould not I confeſs ming to-you? and why ſhould I not hope for ſome indulgence from you 
toward them; and even for your affiltance if it be neceilary ? In brief Perdiccas (ſaid ſhe, 
putting her hand before her face ) if this Declaration may be permitted from the widow 
of Alexandey, I love as well as you,I love with an affection, born many years ago, but with 
an affection which never injured that which I owed unto the King, my Husband, and which 
revived againſince his death, but not without a violence which I have not been able to 
re{iſts neitherthe multiplicity of my affairs,ttor the care of my Fortune, have been able to 
baniſh a dear remembrance out of my heart,. no more thanyou out of yours ; and Queen 
Statira is not-mare deeply ſettled in your thoughts, than Prince Oroondates is in mine, 
Perdiccas. was, ſurpriſed ;at-this diſcovery ,. and looking upon the , Qreen , with 
much aftoniſhment : How ;. Madam ( ſaid he )do you love the Prince of Scythia? 
Hove him{ anſwered Roxana ) with ſo trons an affetion ,. that it takes away my repoſe , 
and perhaps will alſo take away my life. Ah! Madam ( added. Perdiccas , railing his 
voice) ceaſe to love Oroondates, he muſt die to ſecure me the poſſeſſion of Statira. 


Yatira muſt dye then ( replied Roxana) to ſecure me the poſſeſhon of __ 
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They both were mute attheſe firſt words, and looked upon one another 2 good while 
without ſpeaking : but the Queen breaking ſilence firſt; You have no more reaſon 
(purſued ſhe) ro demand the death of Oroondates, than I have to procure that of 
Statira ; nay, Ihave more : tor whereas Oroondates is only your Rival, Statira is both 
my Rival, and my competitour in Empire; and I have no lefs cauſe:than you to defire 
the Ruine of che one ,- and the preſervation of the orher. If you can give me Oroon- 
dates , the obtaining of Statira will be much more eahie for you , chan, if he remain dill 
conſtant to her ; and if I can affift you toward the conqualtt. of Statira ; that of Oroon- 
dates will ,not be ſo difficult , as it now is , in the continuation of his hopes. - Inſtead 
of deſtroying one another, let us labour mutually to content one another, and let as 
joyn the Intereſts of our love, as we have already done thoſe of our Fortune: | Per- 
diccas , who had flown out at the beginning of the Queens diſcourſe ,. found ſo much 
reaſon in the reſt of it , that he could not potſibly dilapprove it ;: and alſo conlidering 
how much eaſier it was tor him to follow the way the Queen propoſed, than to execute 
the reſolution of killing Oroondates , he had nothing more to argue againſt her ; 
and deliring to let her fee how he was overcome , , Youare all powerfull, Madam , 
(ſaid he ) and they that could relift your will, were unworthy of the honour I receive 
from you ; I will not ſay a word, to argue againlt that paſſion you have imparted to 
me , but will only ſerve you in it with all the fidelity you can delire from a man infinite- 
ly obliged , both by offers full of goodneſs , and by a truſtwhich I have not deſerved. 
Yes Madam , I ſhall be bur too proud to joyn my. Intereſts with yours, and how much 
ſoever I hate Oroondates , as the lover of Statira , he ſhall be conliderable to me , as 
being beloved of Q1een Roxana, They had talked longer if they had not been in- 
terrapted by a man , whoſe {tight track them into a great deal of confulion. Ir was 
the amarous Caflander , who, as he was ſeeking the Qveen in the Garden , had 
come to the Arbor- , while they were deepeſt in the diſcourſe ; and through the 
Boughs that grew about it , that jealous lover had over-heard the greatelt part 
of their converſation z although ſome - of the Queens Servants who were 
waiting at a dittance , ſaw him ittand hearkning on that matter , | the Authority 
he had, and their knowledge of his humour , hindered them from troubling him ; 
ſo that from Roxana's own mouth he heard , but too plainly for his repoſe , ': how 
ſhe was in love with the Prince Oroondates. Never did the anger of a man riſe toa 
greater extremity , than that of Caſlanders, after this cruell knowledge ; 'it was 
{o violent, that it made him loſe all the diſcretion he had left, and the remem- 
brance of the Authority of thoſe two perſons was not able - ro make him diſ- 
ſemble it for a minute. He came into the Arbour with a very troubled s&tion, 
and with ſo wild a look that Roxana ealily read the truth of | that adventure 
in it : He was fo far tranſported , that he ſcarce bethoughe himſelf to pay the 
Queen. any ſalute ; But beholding her with eyes ſparkling 'withanger , It was 
not the memory of Alexander then ( ſaid he) but the love of Oroondates , that made 
yon an enemy to Caflander ; and you feel that paſſion for a Scythian , and for a Scy- 
thian thar diſdains you, which you could not ſuffer for a Prince of Macedon, Was this 
that -Sreatneſs of courage, Madam , and that brave remembrance of an Illuſtrious 
Husband , which made you receive the Teſtimonies of my Aﬀettions as Mortal. inju- 
ries : And while the unfortunate Caflander (ighs in vain for you , do you ligh for a Scythi- 
an, -whois an Enemy to your Party, and your particular Enemy. - The vehemence of 
his anger hindred hjm from faying more , and Roxana was ſo abaſhed, that ſhe had 
fo dt{covered her ſelf,” and given thoſe advantages to him, for whom of all che 
men in the World, ſhe had the leaſt inclination - that ſhe neither knew how to 
reply , nor with what countenance to look upon him : At laſt , ſhe recolleted 
her courage , and conlidering , that in the condition of her Aﬀairs , diſhmula- 
tion was 10 longer ſeaſonable ; ſhe looked confidently upon him, and reſol» 
ving to ſhew that her - reſentments were not leſs than his ; Your indiſcretion ( an- 
ſwered ſhe) hath been puniſhed , as it deſerved tote; and if you had nor been fo bold 
as to hearken to my ſecret diſcourſes, you had not learned this truth, at which-you appear 


to be ſo-angry ; whether I love, or love tot, you are he, who of all men living hath leal(t 
X xxX 2 Intereſt 
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Tatereſt in it : The Scythian you ſpeak of with ſo much contempt , is worthy the affe- 
Aion of the greateſt Princefles upon Earth , and you deſerve. the averlion of all the 
World : You cannot mn ake any compariſon with him , without doing himwrong , nox 
believe that though I ſhould ceaſe tolove him, I ſhould alſo ceaſe to hate and to deſ- 
piſe you. You will ceaſe to love him ( replied turious Caflancer) when he ſhall ceaſe to 
live ; and the delign you have now made in his favour, ſhall not hinder me from carry. 
ing death to him , into the midſ of all his Army. It you can bur uſe poyſon for that 
purpoſe ( anſwered the Queen in the extremity of her Choler )I co rot doubt but you may 
effet it , but I am ſure you never can revenge your ſelt of him by open War ; and you 
are not ſo ignorant of his Force , as to dare to attempt ttin the Field; there would reed 
a whole Squadron of ſuch men as you , to kill Prince Oroondates ; ror Co I think that 
you have ſo muck courage , but that you tremble even at his very name , though you 
are within the ſhelter of our Walls. Caflander was ſo tranſported at theſe oftenlive 
words ; that without coubt he was going to reply in Tearms, that would have driven ker 
to extremities, if Perdiccas had not hindred him : Although he diſapproved Caflancer's 
carriage , yet Was he his friend , he knew he was very much obliged to him ; and more- 
over, he conlidered the credit his Brother and he had , in Macedonia and in Babylon ; 
Theſe reaſons kept him from declaring againſt him , and not being willing to 
ſuffer matters to paſs turther between him and Roxana , »You are too violent ( ſaid 
he) Cafſander , and it is by wayes quite contrary to theſe you practiſe, that you ought 
to gain the Queens affetions. Come, let us withdraw from her preſerce{ continued 
he embracing him, and carrying him out of the Arbor , almoſt by force) and con- 
lider in another manner what you owe to the Wite of Alexander. With theſe words 
he pulled him away quite blinded with rage ; bur he could rot make him torbear , 
as he went, to pour forth a thouſand reproaches againſt the Qreen , and a thou- 
ſand threats agairſt the life of Oroondates. Perdiccas got him out of the Garden , 
with much ado , and preſently after came back to the Queen , whom he found 
highly . exaſperated , and infinitely confounded , tor having imprudently. dif- 
covered the ſecret of her love to Cafſander , which ſhe would not have confeſled 
but to Perdiccas : Yet Perdiccas pacified her a little , by putting her in mind”, 
that ſhe could not hope for any fatisfattion in that buſineſs , without giving 
further kcowledge of it to the World ; and that though Caflander had . not 
learned it by that means , he could not have been much longer ignorant of ir. 
He prayed her alſo to pardon his haſtineſs , and the violence ot his paſſion ; for 
though both Caſlander's love , and his Perfon , were odious to her , it was beſt to 
difſemble her indignation , and not to come to extremities againſt him , ſo tons , 
as ſhe had need of his aſſiſtance. The Queen promiſed him part of what he de- 
fired ; but ſhe would not give him any hope , that ſhe would. ſhew any kind of 
favour to a man , ' whom ſhe with a great Ceal of appearance ſuſpeted for the 
death of the King , her tiusband. From this diſconrſe they fell-into that of the 
reſolutions they. ſhould take in matters of the War ; and after they had talked 
a while upon that Subje&t , they determined to ſend one into your Army, to flay 
ſome dayes unknown amongſt your men , and to bring them intelligence of what 
paſſed , both in the Camp, and among the Princes : When they had ſpent ſome 
time in bethinking themſelves whom they ſhould employ , they caſt their eyes 
upon me ; as well , becauſe of my readinels in ſpeaking ſeveral Languages , and 
of my —_ _— among moſt of thoſe Nations your Army is compoſed of , 
as out of a belicte the Queen had , That Iwould bring her ſome particular News 
of Prince Oroondates ; yet was ſhe not ignorant of the Hazard 1 ran , of being . 
taken by ſome of his men , tro whom my face was known ; but ſhe - believed I 
had cunning enough to avoid their knowledge , or rather ( as it is the Cuſtome 
of all great Perfons ) ſhe little conlidered the danger of a man , provided , ſhe 
might draw any fervice from it. 1.was preſently ſent for , and the Queen and 
Perdiccas having propoſed they. buſineſs they deſired I ſhould ſerve them in , 1 
offered readily enough to undertake it ; they inſtructed me puncually in my 
Commiſhon ; and the Queen commanded me- very earneſtly to learn — 
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of Oroondates , if it were poſſible. Why ſhould I trouble you longer with a diſcourſe 


' of ſmall importance ? I came that very day, out of the Town /, the, paſlages. from 


* 


thence being free, by reaſon that the Out-Works then were ours ; ;and. after.I had 
made a little Circuit , I went-into Craterus his Quarter, . and lay,that night among 
the Cilicians , my Countrymen , with whom I quickly made acquaintance ; and the 
next Morning , which was yeſterday , I. walked about: all the Camp ,, while par 
of your men were bulie . in aſſaulting our Out-works ; 1 obſerved rhe order of y 
m—_—_— , the number of your Forces , and manner of yqur, Guards ; by 
by the loſs of our Ont-Works , I no more had free entrance into the City ,. as 
before; yetdid 1 not deſpair of getting in one way or other : But before 
I returned , I was deſirous to do ſomething in diſcharge of the Queens Command; 
and while 1 ſought means to fee Prince Oroondates , without being ſeen by him, 
or any of his that could diſcover me , or, at leaſt , to learn ſomething concern- 
ing him , that 1 might carry back to. the Queen; my walking hereabout be- 
got ſuſpicion in thoſe that rook notice of it , and mademe fall into this danger, where- 
in I ſhould certainly have periſhed , for a puniſhment of many crimes to2ether, if 
my deitiny had not depended upon the greateſt and moſt generous Prince that ever 


WAS, 


« Arbates made anend of his Relation thus , and, caſting down his eyes , expeed 
the confirmation of that Pardon that had been granted him ; but Prolomeus not 
having learnt ſo much of his diſcourſe as he delired, Tell us ( ſaid be) the order of the 
Ciry Guards, and what number of Souldiers there is in the Town. Belides the Inhabi- 
rants  ( replied Arbates) who molt of them bear arms , there are yer fifteen or (1xteen 
Thouſand Souldiers : Alcetas commands that Quarter that is oppolite to Craterus his 
Polt , where he makes two Thouſand men go upon the Guard every night, which are 
relieved every four and twenty hours ; Andiagoras hath the ſame charge, over againſt 
chat (ide where Prince Oxyartes lyes, with the ſame order, and the ſame number of men ; 
and Antigenes defends thoſe parts towards Artabaſus , being there is no more of the 
Town belieged but what ſtands on this lide of the River , the greateſt force of the Gar-= 
riſon iis quartered there ; and, ou the- other (ide, the Guards arg very weak, but they in- 
tend to {trensthen themias ſoon” as you go abour' to pak..che. River. The Town is pro- 
vided with Victual for four moneths, and is in a condition to defend it ſelf till relief 
come, which they have ſent to demand on every (ide. 

The Princes had ſome other Queſtions to ask Arbates , bnt Oroondates, who could 
not ſee himy without feeling two ſenſible renewings of his grief , having till then endured 
his preſence and his diſcourſe reaſonable patiently. For Gods ſake ( ſaid he to his 
Companions ) diſmi{s this Fellow , and never expet a true Anſwer to your Demands 
from a man that hath ſo little Fidelity in him. Go, ( continued he , turning toward 
Arbates) Go back again to Roxana, Perdiccas , and Caflander , thy illuſtrious Maſters, 
and my generous enemies ; and fince I by thy month am informed of their deſigns and 
threats , let them alſo hear from the ſame mouth what effe& that knowledge hath 
wrought upon me; Tell Roxana, ſhe hath now too little Vertue to make a man in 
love with her , who did not ſo much as value her when ſhe was more inocent ; and that 
the remembrance of her old perfidiouſneſs , and that of her laſt cruelties, is too deeply 
engraven in my mind , to leave me other thoughts of her , than thoſe of horrour and 
dereltation. Tell Perdiccas that I neither can endure him as a friend , nor fear him as an 
Enemy ; that I equally regard his deligns againſt the life of his Rival , and his con- 
liderations of a Prince beloved of Roxana ; and that if he will deſerve Caflandra, he 
muſt become more vertuous than he is , and diſpute her againſt me with more valour than 
he hath done hitherto. And tell Caflander, that I willingly yield to him in his pre- 
tenlions to Roxana ; and that I would do him ſervice , if I could poſſibly in his detign, 
upon a perſon worthy of him ; that I will not fight with him upon that quarrel : But in 
the intention I have to ſerve theſe Princes , who proſecute him as the poyſoner of his 
Kings, I will make him know, if I meet him in the Field , that to take away the life of 


Oroondates, is no ealie enterprize for ſuch a man as Cafſander, 1 giv2 thee no meſlage 
| lg 
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ro my Princeſs, for I know thou wouldit performe ic with thy uſual fidelity ; but if thou 
kiſt che honour, and haſt yet the face,to appear in her preſence, I give thee leave to tell 
her, and the Princeſle her Siſter alſo, rhar by the valour of the Prince their Brother, and 
that of ſo many other gallant Princes, as have united themſelves for their intereſts, Lyli- 
machus and [hope to ſee chem free e'relong from the perſecutions of their Enemies 


and in a condition, to puniſh thoſe crnel perſons that bave nſed them fo unworthily, 
After thefe words , Oroondates could no longer ſuffer Arbates to ftay in his Cham- 
ber , but commanded Araxes ro make him be fafely conduted back to the Gates of 
the City. 
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him to the other Princes , chooling out I them , gnd putting forth 
an enemy -:i You ſurpriſe-me 


4a a4#* 


nowledge I have of you. It ſhall yield it {elf ( replied Seleucus ) to this {alt effect of yqur 
generolity, and I hope you will ceaſe tq be. my enemy , fince 1 neither cannor wilt be 
any longer yours. All the Princes, and particularly Atraxerxes reapal/ a -grear ' [avis- 
faction by Seleucus his words', and Ptolomers, wio dehred to receive] chamandiogely} 
I find too many advantages ( ſaid he ) in our reconciliation to. agcept of it otherwiſe than 
as one of my happieit fortunes ; and will not only ceafe to be your enemy, but in gi- 
ving you my friendſhip entirely , beſeech you to reftore: me: all that yet kanoured me 
with heretofore. Ar theſe words he came cloſe to himy and Seleucus welcoming him with 
a creatdeal of joy , thoſe two brave men embraced one mmorher often with much con- 
tenrmeant ' to all thar' were preſent atitheir reconcilements 1 After* this actian, and ſome 
other diſcourſes , the Princes went into the Chamber of Nearcus and Leonatus. , who 
would needs be together ; they had a converſation withthem full of ctviliry , and ha- 
ving propoſed the delign of Seleucus, touching their'exchange,, and thar;of- all the Pri- 
loners, for the Princeſles, they found them very ceady to emplpy all the credit they had with 

Perdiccas to that effect. 
Whea 
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When they were returned into Seleacus his Chamber,.they bevan the diſcourſe of that 
accomodation, although they ſtill excepted him from the number of Priſoners ; and thar 
they not only offered him his liberty , but with it all manner of Authority he could delire 
amonsſt them. Seleucus, who wiſhed their ſatisfa&tion, much more than his own liberty , 
received their propoſition with a great deal of joy, and prayed them to give him leave to 
ſend a man that very day to Perdic cas, with a Letter from him and his Companions, The 
Princes took him at his word,and calling Araxes to his Bed-lide, to ſerve him for a Secre- 
tary , becauſe his was not yet able to write with his own hand , Seleucus dictated theſe 
words, which he knew his Companions would approve of. 


SELEUCus,LEoNATUus,andNEARCHus, 


To PER DiICCAs 


T is no light effect of Friendſhip and Vertue , to con. 

| quer ones own moſt violent Paſſions for their ſake ; 
neither durſt friendſhip alone demand it of you , if 
Vertue did not joyn with her , or if we could confider you 
as our Friend , without looking upon you as vertuous : 
We are priſoners to your Enemies , but they diſgnife our 
impriſonment ſo well by their noble uſage of us, that we 
cannot know it, but by your abſence ; nor delire liberty , 
but to recover, with it, the occaſions of doing you ſervice, 
Your Enemies have been ſo generous , as to offer it us, 
but it is from you alone, that we will, or that we can hand. 
ſomely, receive it : If you love Seleucus, Nearchus, and Leo- 
natus, and if you make any account of the deliverance of 
Eight thouſand of your men , which are in your Enemies 
power , you will make no difficulty of recovering them by 
the Exchange of two perſons : In ſhort, Perdiccas , it 1s 
Queen Statira , and the Princeſs her Siſter, whom they de. 
mand of you , for the ranſom of your beſt Friends; We 
have ever held that rank , and give you to day the utmoſt 
proofs you can defire of it 3 VVe, to any other, but Perdic- 
cas, ſhould repreſent the hazards to which we have ex- 
poſed our lives for his Intereſts: , the Joſs of our men, and. 
the Wounds 'wherewith we ſtill are kept in Bcd ; Bur heis 
too gratefull, and too generous, to ſtand in need of being 
put m remembrance , or of _ ſolicited for an aQtion , 

y 


to which heis yet more powerfully obliged by his Vertue., 
than 


_ 
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than by our confideration, Thoſe I]lluſtrious Princeſſes, 
whom you detain, are of too high a condition not to have 
liberty at leaſt , after thoſe greatneſſes they fo juſtly have 
poſſefſed , as you are too much indebted to the memory 
of Alexander the Great , to go about to obtain that of the 
Queen his Wife by violence , which 'he himſelf in fo abſo. 
lutean Authority, as that he had , pever ſought for from her 
but by waics of ſubmiſſion. We bope Perdiccas, that out of 

our love to them, and to yourſelf, you will open your eyes 
to the Counſel of your Friends, and pardon the freedom they 
take to give it you ; much leſs for their conſideration, .than for 


your Own. 


This Letter was approved of by the Princes > who thought it worthy of a 
frank and generous a ſpirit, like that of Seleucus ; and after he had ſigned it, and 
had ſent it co his Companions to do the ſame, the Prince fent for Cleonimus , up- 
on whom taey had catt their eyes tor that deputation ; he had an underſtanding 
capable of all manner of Commiſhons , a great deal of Eloquence to perſwade 
what he delired, and much courage to overcome all the difficulties, and all the 
dangers, he might meer with in that employment : . They in a few words, for he 
was apprehenlive enough , not to need any long diſcourſe , gave him all the in- 
{truttions. that was neceflary, Orogndates and Lylimachus could have beeri glad to 
have ſear Letters by him totheir Princefies ; but they ealily jadged , that Perdiccas 
would not give him permiffion to ſee them , and they intended not to ask him. 
Cleorimus, very we!l pleaſed , that he had found an occalion to ſerve thoſe gallant 
Princes, to whom he had ſo much devoted himſelf , after he bad proteſted, that 
he would faithtully performe the Commiſiions they had given him , took his leave 
of them , and getting on Horſe-back ,. advanced .toward the Gates of his Native 
City ; which the remembrance. of. former times , ,and of the deplorable death of 
his dear Theander , would not ſuffer. bim to behold -wichout Tears. In the interim, 
the Princes were gone out of Seleucus his Tent, and were thinking to go wait up- 
on the Princefle Berenice ; wherl they heard, that ſhe, with Deidamia and Cleone, was 
gone to vilit Apamia and Arlinoe, who were with PrinceArtabaſus ., their Father. 
Although his Quarter was a good way off , the Princes took that walk without 
unwillingneſs , and Arſaces thought all wies ealie , that led him to his Princeſs : 
They found very good company with that Venerable old man , but it was in- 
creaſed preſently after , by one of the moſt welcome additions it could have re- 
ceived. Scarce had they begun to fall into diſcourſe , when there was feen com- 
in toward the Tent , a Chariot drawn by Ten White-Horſes, Guarded by certain 
Horſemen , aud followed by a good number . of ſervants, The Equipage _ 
the quality of the Perſon to whom it appertained , cauſed thoſe that were mo 
curious, and leaſt employed , as Oroondates , Lyſimachns, and Prolemeus, to break 
oft their Converſation , and go toward the door of the Tent ; whither they were 
no ſooner come , but they ſaw the Chariot ſtop there full of Ladies ; - and Prince 
Oroondates advancing firſt to help them to light , and offering his hard to her 
that appeared the Chief , knew her to be his good and generous friend. , the fair 
Princeſs Barlina : But once in his whole life, had that Prince been. touched with 
a more pleaſing ſurprize ; and hardly had he given greater teltimonies.of it > when 
from the mouth of Perdiccas he had heard , that: his Princeſs was alive. . Of all the 
perlons in the World , only Statira , and Artaxerxes, had any advantage over 
Yvyy Barlinaz 
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Barlina'in his affe&ion ; and! the Princeſs Berenice did but hardly pofleſs an 
equal place , to that of hers » in his friendſhip , neither could he ſee her , with our 
an extraordinary tenderneſs , not without melting into tears , which his Aﬀeci- 
on , his Joy, and very moving Remembrances drew from his eyes , at that for- 
tunate meeting. Barſina, to whom, by a good will , wliereof the vertue of them 
both had made the ſtrongeſt engagements , that Prince was dearer than all the 
reft of mankind , ſeetned no leſs touched , nor leſs tranſported, than he, at thar 
encounter ; and when ſhe ſaw her felf in his Arms ſhe made ro difhculty to 
preſs him between hers , and feared not to offend her modeſty , by giving him 
Fettimonies of an affe&ion , not inferiour to his. Honoured Barlina ( ſaid the Prince) 
my Prote&reſs, and my Tutelar deity, are you come to take away the remainder of my 


afflitions, by your preſence , and to bring me a fortune again, whereof your goodneſs - 


hath ever made one of the chiefeſt parts? Ah ! Without coubr ( continued he, begin- 
ning his endearments a freſh , which ſhe could not oppoſe ) without coubt this Felicity 
was to fore-run the laſt 1 now can hope for; and the Gocs, atter having preſerved my 
Princeſs, 'and regiven me my dear Artaxerxes , hath chought it neceſſary to reſtore me 
Barſina alſo , without whom 1I could not reliſh any perfe& hapineſs. He brought 
forth theſe words with interruption , and Barlma , atter having a whule given place to 
their impetuouſneſs ; Sir, ( ſaid ſheat laſt ) the Gods bring me ro you again , that 1 
' may ſhare in thoſe bleſſings they have reſtored you , and in thoſe felicities they are 
poo for you ; they know that Iam too much intereſled in your fortune, to be ſe- 
parated from it; and they ſhould do me an injultice , if in thoſe good ſucceſſes that 
wait for you , and in thoſe that have already betallen you , they ſhould nor give me as 
great a part as I have had in your affitions. They had gone further into that diſcourſe, 
if the throng of thoſe , who, at the name of Barlina , were run out of the Tent, had 
not taken them off -, and if , as ardent as Oroondates was , he had rot teen con- 
ſtrained to yield her for a while to thoſe other friends, Her two &ear Siſters | 
Apamia and Arlinoe ; her two Wiuftrious Brothers-in-Law , Ptolemens and Fumenes ; 
and even her Father himſelf , whoſe affection. had given him a nimbleneſs to g0 
out to meet her, demanded to poſleſs her in their turns : But-all were fain to 
leave her to Prince Artaxerxes ; and Bariina no ſooner ſaw him appear , bur get- 
tins looſe from the Arms ot all , ſhe ran to him with an attion , that made the 
company know what love , and what veneration, ſhe bore to the remnants of the 
Blood of Darius; O my Lord ( ſaid ſhe , caſting. her ſelf into his Arms , which 
he ſtretched forth to her) O my Lord ! 1s. it poſſible, that Barlina ſhould yet be fo 
happy , as to receive the favour of her revived Prince ; and of a Prince , to whoſe death 
ſhe had given ſo many tears ! Artaxerxes , who dearly loved , and particularly 
eſteemed her, appeared ſenſible of ber afteftion , by all the ſigns he could ex- 
preſs of his. I was alive, dear Coulin , (anſwered he ) while you believed that I was 
dead, as peradventure 1 ought to have been ; but if my life have ſomething of ſhame-, 
full in it, after the death of my Friends, behold my excuſe, Coulin, and pardon m 
being alive, by conlidering for whom I have lived. He ſaid theſe words , ſhewing bers 
the Princeſs Berenice , whom Oroondates was bringing toward her ; and who beins/ 
informed of the vertues of that Princeſs, and of the good offices ſhe had ; 
her Brother, ran to her with a Spirit of acknowledgement and eſteem. Barlina 
who already had learned ſome part of the truth , knew her by many marks , but 
more than-all the reſt , by that admirable beauty which the whole World could 
hardly parallel ; and —_— to her , with an a@ion full of aſtoniſhment and 
ſubmifſion > would have kiſſed her hands with great reſpe& ; but the Princeſs pul- 
led them back , to preſent her mouth, and to let her ſee , that in the efſteefn and af- 
fe&ion ſhe already had conceived toward her,ſhe delired a greater equality ia their ſalu- 
tations. 

After a familiarity , very different from that of a firſt enterview , Barſina look- 
ing {till upon Berenice with admiration ; O moſt worthy Siſter ( ſaid ſhe) of ſuch a 
Brother, as Oroondates , and moſt worthy cauſe of the life and paſſions of Prince Artax- 


erxes ! How ealie are you to be known , among whatſoever of great and beautifull our 
eves 
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eyes can ſee, and-how infinitely is Barſina ſatished , that ſhe now can pay her homage to 
the worthy Miſtreſs, and worthy Siſter of the greateſt Princes in the World ! The Prin- 
ceſs out of countenance at fo obliging a diſcourſe, replied with a great deal of modelty ; 
Madam,I ſhall be extreatnly glad, if ro addto theſe happineſles , which I have not meri- 
red, 1 may alſo be worthy of your friendſhip ; {nce,beudes the deſire your (ight hath pro- 
duced in me , the report of your goodneſs had already abſolutely gained me ; and that 
among thoſe perſons , who are tied to Oroondates, by blood or frieudſhip, my affeQion 
20 you took birth, before I had the honour to know you. After theſe firlt civilities, Be- 
renice permitted Bar{ina to ſalute the Princeſs Deidamia , 4n whoſe qual.ty ſhe preſently 
was initructed , . and after her the faithfull Cleone , whoſe light wakened #n her che re- 
membrance of her Miſtreſs, with a great ſence of her misfortunes. Prince Oxyartes, who 
chanced alſo to be with Artabaſus, and Prince Lylimachus, ſaluted her after the reſt, bur 
in Oxyartes his countenance, Oroondates obſerved alterations, that were not ordinary , 
4nd believed him either to be indiſpoſed,for elſe particularly interefled in the arrival of 
that Princeſs. Afloon as that fair company was entered again into the Tent , ſome of 
the perſvns it was compoſed of , made their complaints: to Barſina other long abode at 
Suſa » and of the little care ſhe had caken . to give them the contentment, that was then 
occalioned by her preſence, She was delirous to uſtifie her ſelf in that particular, and for 
that purpoſe, after ſhe had awhile givenear to their repraaches., Iam not ſofaulty, as 
yo1 believe ( anſwered ſhe) and I hope you will pardonume a-{tay , which hath been a 
greater puniſhment to me than to any body elſe. The ſickneſs , Prince Oroondates had 
atmy houſe , hindred me from waiting upon the Queens , -as _you certainly have heard ; 
and 1 was obliged to render that great Prince in my own houſe, a part of that which all 
the world owed to his vertue, and his perſon -:: After his recovery and departure , I was 
preparins to leave Suſa within a few dayes ; but. ſcarce had I given order an ſome affairs, 
which it was neceflary I ſhould provide tor, before my journey, when I received news of 
the Kings death, and of the troubles that were ſprung up atnong his Succeflors. Within 
alictle after, I heard of the death of our great Princeſſes, and of the good Queen Sy- 
ligambis ; and, without particulariliing my Lamentations, I will oply tell you, that my 
ſorrow was like to have brought me to my p_ When I was able to overcome that grief 
alittle, which had kept me many dayes in bed, I bethought my ſelf of taking a retreat , 
either with my Father, or my Siſters, whom the the authority of their husbands,made con- 
liderable amons the ſucceſſors of Alexander: z_ but I found great difficulties on every 
lide. Artabaſus wasin Ba&ria, and to $0 into that Province , I had others 40 croſs tho- 
row the paſſages whereof were very dangerous for a woman ; and- my (liſters. were at 
Babylon, where all matters were then in a ſtrange combuſtion , and wheretvery thing 
tended to War, diſorder, and confulion ; ſo.that believing Ieould- not: then find a more 
quiet abode than Suſa, I reſolved not to ſtir from thence, ill I had learngd more particu» 
larnews of my liſters, and their husbands : This was it that ayed me there, notwithſtand- 
ing the impatience I had to ſee them again ; and afterwards , when Iheard that all my 
twends were met together in this party, and that with a puiſsant army they were fighting 
near Babylon, for the revenge of the Princeſses , my delire to come hither to them was re- 
tarded by a fickneſs, which kept me lons inibed, and which would pot ſuffer me to take the 
journey, till very few dayes ago. Before I departed from Suſa , Ihad beard the ſucceſs 
of your former Battle ; the news of this laſt mer me upon the way , and yeſter-night at 
Laris,where I lay, ſome perſons belonging to the army told me, how thoſe great Princeſses, 
whom all the world had thought dead , were till alive , and:in Babylon; how Prince 
Oroondates was 4 & you, with the Princeſs Berenice , bis Siſter, his Combats with 
Arſaces ; and which ſurpriſed me moſt of all ; how that valiant Warrior was known to 
be Prince Artaxerxes , whoſe loſs we had ſo mich bewailed , and whom we had with fo 
much appearance believed dead for many years. I tell you not the effec this news ipro- 
duced inme,, Iwas almoſtout of my wits for joy, and never was tranſportcd with ſo vio- 
lent a delire, as that of ſeeing thoſe dear perſons again, who had made me ſhed ſo many 
tears. Ah ! my dear Barſina (faid Prince Oroondates ) how welcome would your light , 
and your conſolations have been to mezin the miſeries 1 have eadured {hace our ſeparation; 


and in how much a more deplorable condition, ſhould you have een me , than that _ 
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heretofore made me the object of your compaſſion. I ſhould have ſuffered with you init, 
( replied Barlina) as I have formerly done, and as I will do , while live, in whatſoever 
ſhall concern you ; but I praiſe the gods,for feeing you now ura difterent eſtate, from that 
which hath made me ligh ſo often, tor your diſcoutents : You have nowneither duty, nor 
husband , nor Riva! to fight-againit , which both inthe Queens opinion , and'in ruth, js 
not infinitely betow you ; and though your fortune be not yet compleat, I ſee ſo happy x 
progreſs towards it , that youriimpatiency alone will hencetorth be che greateſt of your 
{ufferings. From this diſcourſe the whole-company fell into a converſation, which lalted 
the better -part of the day ; and Prince Oroondates , "who by a jult acknowledgement , 
took the greateſt intereſts inBarlina's coming,knowing her curiolity,promiſed her the par: 
ticular recital of all that had befallen him, 4mce their parting, and that ofthe life of Prince 
Artaxerxes. IG > 
The arrival of Barfma had ſo taken up the company , that it had not. allowed cher 
time to talk of Cleonimus his deputation ;-and'yet they ,- that were moſt concerned in it, 
ceaſed not to wait for the event thereof with much impatiency ; bur the knowledge they 
had of the humor and paſfion of Perdiccas, -made them tear the ſucceſs of i : this diſ- 
quiet was obſerved in the faces of Oroondates and Lylimachus, and they'began already 
ro impart it to their friends, when they ſaw Cleonimus arrive : His return ſurpriſed them, 
being more ſudden than they. expetted, and Oroondates ,, who was more eager to leam 
the effet of his negotiation , no ſooner ſaw him come in , but riſing trom his ſeat , he 
ran to meet him. Well, Cleonimus ( cryed he) will they reftore us our Princeffes 2. Sir 
( anſwered Cleonimus ) they'will not be ſoealily obtained; nor can I hope they will retirn 
into your hands without more effuſion of blood. Then we will ſhed more, { added the in- 
patient T.ylimachus ) and'indeed , we have nor yet poured forth enough for reparationof 
the offence, thathave been'committed againft them. I ever doubted ( faid rhe ſad Prince of 
Scythia )) that ſo-great a happineſs. could not be,'purchafed at ſo cheap a rate ; and thar 
thoſe wicked men were togguilty , and roo much hated of the gods, toput any other - pe- 
riod to their crimes, but that of their lives; Ir is their life rhen | wn. he on ) iris their life; 
rather than our Princeſſes that we muſt have ; and Lylimachus and 1 cangor appeaſethe 
incenſed gods; but by ſuch viatms as Perdiccas and Alceras.' After theſe words, he turned 
toward Cleofitmuss of whom Prince Artaxerxes idemanded the circumſtances 'of his com- 
miflion-, -avd he gave him an account of irin thefe rearms. Sir (ſaid he Jwhen I camenear 
the Gates of the Gity » I fent atrumpet before, whom I had taken with mez to give them 
that were uporithe Guard notice, how T'was ſent to Perdiccas, by Selencus and his com- 
panions';” '#hd'after having ſtayed a while for their anſwer , they came and took me, and, 
without farther ceremony / carried me to Perdiccas, who then was in his Cloſer , with 
his brother, and ſome -other of his friends. . The name of Seleucus obliged him to look 
kindly orvme}\, ''and coming forward with a civil ation ; What do my deareft friends de- 
lire of me?(ſaid he) And what ſervice can I do:them , that-may in part requite the im- 
priſonment, ati the wounds they ſuffer for my interetts ? Sir-( anſwered 1) you ſhall ſee 
their delires'in this Letter; and I have charge from the Princes, to give you all manner 
of afluratices, for the executions of what your friends demand:” Perdiccas , without reply- 
ing, took the Letter, and having opened it;' his brother -and he read it both together ; 
which while they were doing, they both changed'colout, and made me conjetture by their 
aRion , that' they were lirtle difpoſed to give'ear to the propolitions. of their friends: 
They- kept filence a while, looking upon'one another , and inthe end, ' Perdiccas break- 
ins it firit'; Ah ! Seleucus (cried he) I ſhould never have expeRed this uſage from you ; 
and if it be trae, that you are the beſt of thy friends, my life ſhould have been dearer to 
you thar'itis: You are certain that without lofing it, I cannot abandon: Statira ; and 1 
had truſted you ſufficiently with' my paſſion , to let you know the injuſtice of what you 
demand of me. - Alceras ſpake ſomething almoſt to the ſame effe& z andthen they both 
walked up and down a little * without ſaying a'word : Ar latt , Perdiccas began again. 
Why ſhould our friends (ſaid he ) reduce us tothe neceffiry of a refuſal, which they could 
not but foreſee; and if they:defire ſome very ditficult proof of our friendſhip; why did 
they not ask dur blood, andnot our Princeſſes? Do they believe their friendſhip ought to. 


carry it above our paſſion? And thatwe can forſake Statira and Parifatts, becauſe - are. 
riends 
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friends to Seleucus and Leonatus? Ah ! without doubt, if they had loved us, they woald 
haye ſoughttor any other accomodation with our enemies , than his cruel exchan e, 0 
which we cannot conſent. After theſe words , the two brothers having talked ſoftly a 
while togerher, commanded me to go outinto the next room, and to ſtay for' the aiſver 
they meant to return to Seleucus and his Companions, 1 obeyed them., and after I walked 
an hour , with thoe that had guarded me thither , I ſaw them come with'the anſwer 
waited for ;-atd Perdiccas having Sivenine the letter himſelf, Go (ſaid he ) and tell Se- 
leucus, that E-will reſtore him his liberty, þy other wayes than thole he propoles to me : 


and that it is rather by killing his enemies, than by doins them ſervice, that I muſt deliver 
him out of their hands. That is hot the eahelt' means to prochre their liberty ( replied T) 
and if they have no other way to-objain i , they are iy danger tg contiuue- Priſoners a 

reat while. Thad ſaid more, by the right of Nations , which permitted me to ſpeak , if 

erdiccas had not commanded I ſhould be carried back þ withi6iit letting me ſtay any lon- 
ger in the-Gity, 1 came out inthe fame order',.as had been qbſerved at ly going- in; and 
preſently being returned to your Tents, apd: gor having found you there, I wene tothat 
of Seleucus, where I liad letr you ; I deliveted4im Perdteidhis Letter; -knfl the account 
of my fruitleſgnegoriation Heflew quf ants Jager ar that xetiral; andgdr whe reading of 
the Letter z  andatter hayng inveighed againſt the ingratitude,of erdiccas,in tearms ve- 
ry full of ref&ntment, he'gave me back rli&Letter; (arid coriinanded me'tolbring it to you, 
Cleonimus then preſented 1c to the Princes g,and- Arſacghy taking icy read theſe words aloy d 
to his Companions. % 
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-» againſt, me , that, I complan fil}, your mapt of frieng) 
ſhip ; and. you. willi know,..by your qwng5gn{ciangesy, xathen 


than , by my words ,; That ,z9p oughs.to hays: langhe . fg 
your liberty , by wayes, that, had barns inf 75; "t 


you were more ignorant .of.my.,Paſfian,, knew, ,119t, £ 
it is for ig.calone 1 have ſuffered ip,many, thouſand men; .co 
periſh ; and. that, in, fine, , ir, is. upon. ig that, all, gþig: War. 
grounded,,, you, wquld be. more excyſable fox; the P apole 
100 you-, make ta, me :. But... er my, ſhaving AYOWE 16.t9 
Seleucus , and after the bloody proofs 'of it , your ſelyes 
have received , you cannot defire the effeft of your de- 
mand, but that with inhumanity you muſt deſire the death 
of Perdiccas, 1 would it pleaſed the gods ,. my cruel -friends, 
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that you had- asked the better part of my Blood , and that 
ou had asked me all my Fortune, leaving me nothing but 
chat Princeſs , for whom 1 quit you all the reſt, Alcetag 
makes the fame complaint of you ; and iti ſort , if you are 
priſoners, you can no Jonger be ignorant, but that we are 
{o., as well as you, and priſoners to Enemies lels compaſſio. 
nate than yours, If the counſel you give me , does leſs 
conſider your own Intereſts , - than what ] owe to Honour 
and Vertue, in my ,want of Power to follow it, you will 
find my juſtification toward you , and will not think It 
ſtrange, that Icommit ſome faulr againſt you , by that vio. 
lence which makes me fail againſt Honour and Vertue. It 
isnot, ( my. credulous Friends ,) but that with my death; I al- 
ſo meet my ſhame inthe Propoſitions ' you make to me : 
and conſider, that I cannot now without baſeneſs do that 
which I ſhould have done ( if 1 had been able ) before the 
death:of tyo hundred thouſand men , who, have -been ſlain 
for uy, q ur R afſd who wdpld. yethave> been living /if to 
ſpare their lood, and to preſerve their lives, I had done what 
ou would have me do, to free-you out of an impriſonment , 
which by r. own, conſeſſ on , Jo, find very eafie.and ſup- 
portable. ID good tage you eive., ought" not to have 
baniſhed a more ancient friendſhip out of your remembrance ; 
and you might have acknowledged the civilitieg of our Ene. 
thies” without _— "their repoſe, and their advantage 
chi rune ,*4fid |  dfiriictian of your Friehdv:- After 
laying done th hf us”; you ſhould! fot'havethanged 
Jbur inefitiatjo = tijetn ; iand- you ſhould bave G3 


oupdell y your liber Ab ſame Wayes , that took it. 


you, hich il ret regain” 'you with the ptice of 'my Blood; 
Kid ith 4 werfulReke, which we expect, yon ſhall quickly 
Reiner ift the Field!  Garryitng death for" y6ur Ranſoin to your 
Fnentles, "This | Is all; that in the want of power , my paſſion 
hath reduced! me to, __- you and they © can now hope for from 
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Abvatait Jteaſed the'pods 1: ;(.oryed Prince Orbondates: at, the; end: of: RY Letter:) 
woſld it pleaſed the Gods , Perdiccas ! That the fear of thy threatnings were my moſt 


enlible a iRion ; and that theſe enemies, to whom thou boaſts of bringing dearh into 
their 
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their Camp, had nothing elſe to apprehend but the effeRs of thy courage. Ah ! how 
little ſhould I fear that valour, which I have tried already ,- if thou hadſt not more potent 
forces 10 combat againſt me; and if thou knewelt not , cruel Enemy, and ingratefull 
Friend, that without drawing Sword , thou haſt the better part of my life within chy 
wer. To theſe words , Lylimachus added others full of threats , but being nei- 
ther of them had conceived any other than very faint hopes of that propoſal, they 
were the ſooner comforted , and found eaſe in their diſcontents , by the hope they 
had to bring their Enemies quickly to more reaſonable terms. The night already 
drawing on , they went altogether from Artabaſus his quarter ; but Oroondates , 
who could not leave Barlina , and who found a marvellous conſolation in her 
company z made the Princeſs Berenice entreat her ſo earneſtly to lodge with her , 
that ſhe knew not how torefuſe it; and leaving her two Sitters with her wound- 
ed Brothers , whom ſhe had been to ſee , and whoſe hurts were then reaſonably 
well recovered , ſhe took Prince Oroondates his hand , and went along with that 
good company. Betore they parted , they all together went to the Tent of Se- 
leucus and his Companions , and the Princes were delirous to honour them with 
the vilit of thoſe great Princeſſes , who at their requeſts conſented to it very wil- 
lingly. Seleucus , who at that time was mortally aiflited , diflembled part of his 
ſadneſs , and of his reſentments , to render to thoſe Princeſles what was due unto 
their perſons , and to their civility ; but after he had thanked them for it , with 
tearms full of acknowledgement and reſpet , he turned toward the Princes , and 
beins .no longer able to contain his thoughts ; If I had to do ( faid he) with men 
lefs great, and leſs generous than your ſelves, I ſhould wonder at the continuation of 
your favours after the ill ſucceſs of the Propolition 1 made to Perdiccas : My companions 
and I ſhould have a great deal more reaſon to fear the efte& of your juſt reſentments a- 
ainſt our unkind friend , than to expett this civility from you, and theſe great Princeſ- 
-q He would have gone on, when Prince Oroondates interupting him firſt, as moſt 
concerned ; It is enough, ( ſaid he ) and you ſhould have wronged us all, if you had be- 
lived that Perdiccas his ingratitude could have made us loſe the eſteem we have of you ; 
if we hoped for any fruit of the deſign you had to our advantage, it was, becauſe we be- 
lieved that Perdiccas ought not to have refuſed any thing to ſuch a friend as Seleucus ; 
but though by a baſe conlideration of his own intereſts, he makes himſelf unworthy of 
your friendſhip , we will not fall from our firſt inclinations , by the knowledge of his. I 
tell you not that you are tofree , ſince wenever reckoned him as a Priſoner, to whom we 
owe the life of Prince Artaxerxes : Burt I aflure my ſelf, I ſhall be avowed by my Compa- 
nions if I ſay, that maugre Perdiccas his refuſal, you with your own liberty may diſpoſe 
3s you pleaſe of thoſe of Nearchus and Leonatus ; we will recover our Princeſſes by 
other means , if the Gods will favour the juſtice of our ſwords , and perhaps this laſt (a= 
tifation will be more entire to us than that we hoped for by your untermifſion. This 
magnanimity you praQiſe towards us ( replied Seleucus ) ſhall not perchance be leſs diſad- 
yantageous to Perdiccas, than the ingratitude he hach ſhewed ; and my Companions and 
I will not abuſe it ſo far, as to make.the liberty you offer us more prejudicial to you than * 
our impriſonment : I will take thoſe reſolutions I ought to take , when once I ſhall bein 
a coudition to execute them ; And though the ungratefullneſs of my friend cannot ſo 
ſuddenly make me paſs from an extream friendſhip to an extremity of hatred, and to 
deſigns againſt him , I proteſt to you at lealt, rhat I never more will ight for him againſt 
you. 
The Princes teſtified their eſteem of Seleucus, by the joy they made appear at 
this Declaration : and Artaxerxes taking him by the hand , and preſſing it with 
much affettion ; The ingratitude of Perdiccas ( ſaid he) will not be difadvantageous 
to us , ifit give us ſuch a friend as Seleucns, nor can our Enemies party be more weak- 
ned, than by the loſs of a man , whoſe valour alone diſputed the ViRtory againſt us. 
After this diſcourſe, all the company went into the Chamber of Nearchus and Leona- 
rus, to whom they had ſent Perdiccas his Letter, and to whom the Princes by very 
obligins words expreſſed , that the carriage of their unkind Friend ſhould be 
no prejudice at all ro them , nor ſhoald be able to diſſlwade them from the intent 
; they 
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they had to offer them their liberty, They rerurned their thanks 1n very ditterent terms ; 
Nearchus, who was grave and diſcreet , diflembled parc of his reſentment ; bur Leona- 
tus, who was of a haity impatient nature , could not keep himſelt from breaking out, and 
declaring afl that lay in his heart. For my part, ( ſaid he ) I not only will never be a friend 
to Perdiccas, but will be his enemy as long as 1 live ; and it you will receive me amongſt 
you, I will not only ſerve you in my own perſon , bur alſo will make whatſoever is left of 
my Forces come out! of Babylon, and ſolicite all my Friends to quit that ungrateful par- 
ty. We receive you gladly , ( replied Ptolomeus tor himſelt, and the other Princes ) 
and this is too obliging an offer to be accepted without expreſſions of a great deal of 
0Y. 

After theſe , and ſome other diſcourſes , which kept them a while longer in that 
Chamber , they went out , and retired all together to Oroondares his Tent; there they 
ſupt , and ſpent part of the night in a moſt plealing converſation ; and there Barlina 
learned of Oroondates all that had befallen him , and all he had ſuffered lince their ſepa- 
ration, with ſome partof Artaxerxes his Adventures. When the time of night ob- 
liged them to withdraw, Berenice took Barlina with her to her Chamber : And con- 
lidering her as a near Kinſwoman of Prince Artaxerxes , and as the beſt Friend of the 
Prince her Brother, ſhe contracted a very ſtrong, and a very particular Friendſhip with 
her. This union was not hard to be made between two ſuch vertuous Ladies ; and if 
Berenice had charms , againſt which they of her ownſex could not defend themſelves , 
Barlina's were little different ; for ſcarce was there in the World a more lovely Per- 
fon. 

| Thenext day was beſtowed in viſiting thoſe that were wounded , the greateſt 
part whereof drew near their cure : Thaleſtris had already left her Bed , and De- 
metrius and his Father were almoſt well enough to leave their Chambers. They 
thought to have ſent the Priſoners , whoſe number was about Seven or Eight 
Thouſand , to. ſome neighbouring Towns , where they ſhould have been diſtribured 
to be kept , cill the end of the War ; but when they heard the little care Perdiccas 
had to free them , and the reſolation of Leonatus to take part with the Enemy , 
they offered to do the ſame ; and after they had giver» the Princes to underſtand 
the purpoſe they had to ſerve on their lide , and thatthey had- been promiſed all 
manner of good uſage and proteftion , they put themſelves under Leonatus , and 
encreaſed the Army with a very conliderable Recruit. Ir tor ſome dayes lay idle, 


ſaying till the Boats were ready, that were in hand ; and alſo for the finiſhing of 


thoſe Engines which were making , and which were neceflary to ſtorm the Walls : 
Taey were fo thick , that the force of Rams was utterly vain againſt them , and ſo 
high , that, without -making great elevations on the out-{ide , they ſeemed impoſſi- 
ble to be” ſcal'd. All the moſt induſtrious Maſters of Afia were employed in 
framing Engines , and moſt part of the Souldiers were ſet to work about them: 
That buſineſs required time, nor could it be hoped , they would be fit for ſervice 
of many dayes ; but the Boats were ready a great deal ſooner , and almoſt at the 
ſame time, when Thaleſtris, Demetrius, Antigonus, Polyperchon , and all the moſt 
conſiderable of thoſe that had been hurt , were in a condition to bear Arms again. 
Thaleſtris was cured of her outward Wounds , but her inward one was ſtill as bad 
es ever ; and then the abſence of Orontes , whom ſhe could not hate , or rather 
whom ſhe could not ceaſe to love , drew the ſame {ighs from her breaſt , which a 
few dayes before had been cauſed by animolity and reſentment : The remem- 
brance of that repentance he had ſhewed at their laſt parting , had diſſipated the 
greater part of her anger , and ſince then , the perſwalions of Oroondates, who had 
employed himſelf very: carefully in that buſineſs, and her own inclination , which 
had perſwaded her yet more powerfully, had ſo mollitied her , that if Orontes 
had come back to. ker again , ſhe ſhould ealily have been brought to pardon him. 
The young Demetrius , cured alſo of the Wounds of his Body , was in no better 
eſtate than ſhe , for that of his mind ; and all that he had ſuffered for Hermione, 
was light , in compariſon of what he felt for Deidamia. That fair Princeſs , ſince 
the Declaration le had made to her , had been more reſerved toward ay ns 
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before ; and though ſhe had vilited him afterward , while he kepr his Bed , ſhe had 
ever avoided the occalions of being alone with him ; and by all her actions, and 
diſcourſes, had eaken away part of lus confidence ; yer did ſhe cive him figns bur 
of a moderate retentment , withonr any ſhew of anger of averiion , and without 
being carryed by the knowledge of his love to any uncivil or difobeying uſaze : 
She ſaw nothing in his perſon that was nor Sreat and lovely , and ſhe would have 
had no repugnance to receive a ſecond affection for him, if the memory of Asis 
had left her liberty ro do ſo; that alſo was the thing the endeavoured to make 
him underſtand , and it was by the mildeſt wayes ſhe could uſe, that ſhe firove to 
divert him from an aftettion which ſhe could not , and believed ſhe oushr not to 
approve. Demetrius , in whom all pathons imprinted themſelves with viglence ; 
took all her a&tions to his diſadvantage ; and tnoush he knew her love was to te 
brought with greater and longer ſervices, than thole he yet had done her, he could 
not, without trouble , conlider the little progreſs he had made toward the gaining 
of her heart. This remembrance cauſed difquierts in him , which would nor 
afford him any reft, altered his looks and deprived Antigonus, gnd his Friends , 
of all the conſolation which his forgetting Hermione had given "them. After 
that he had been able to leave his Chamber, he had ſhunned all other Company , 
but Deidamia's : and not being conteat to avoid the ſociety of his Friends, du- 
ring the day time , he beſtowed part of the Night in ſolitary walks. Many 
times, while all the Camp was faſt alleep, flying a repoſe that fled from him ; and 
not being willing vainly to ſeek thoſe {lnmbers in his bed , which nothing bue 
wearineſs drew ſometimes into his watchfull eyes, he with a flow pace followed 
the Bank of the River , and let his roving thoughts abroad , in a lilence which 
oave rhem a fuller liberty : The paſlage to go oat, and return into the Camp, was 
free to him at all hours , among thoſe that were upon the Guard, and he made ng 
diſfculty to walk without the Line , and fray a great many furlongs off.. The 
nights were fair and clear, and the Moon , which was then in it's perfe&t form , 
tmprinted it's ſhining figure upon the ſtream of Euptirates, and diſcovered Objeas 
diftintly enoagh through all the plain. The young Prince , fixing his eyes ſome- 
times upon that fair conſtellation z which gave light unto his ſteps , ſometimes up- 
on the calm Waters of the River, which reſted them in their uſual Bed , without 
the diſturbance of the leaf? murmur, and ſometime upon a VVood , whoſe gloomy 
obſcurity could not at ſuch an hour preſent it ſelf ro the ſight , without a kind 
of horror , found, iri all manner of Obje&ts , freſh matter for his paſſionate 

thoughts. | 
af Creatnres ( ſaid he) both upon the Earth, and in the VVaters, do now enjoy 4 
peaceable repoſe, while Demetrius alone watches with the ſtar , his eyes are open to 
ſources of tears, which never muſt be dryed up, they are not to be cloſed by ſleep ; and he 
wages a more cruel war with his own diſquiets, than with the Enemies of his party. Ir 
is,in brief, the wofull deſtiny of the unfortunate Demetrius, that all things ſhould con- 
tribute to his ruine, and that, as if theliving were not ſufficient for his deftrution, even 
the dead themſelves ſhould take vp Arms againſt him. Iris enough ( purſued he) thae 
love ſhould have tormented me, for what no longer hath a being, and that remorſe ſhould 
torture me, for having been the dearh of what I loved ; butmy hard fortune muſt ſtir 
up Hell it ſelf againſt me , and;to revenge the dead, raiſes the dead againſt my happineſs : 
It I had living Enemies to combate with me, I ſhould make ufeof thelittle valoyr the 
Gods have given me ; but againſt Agis, whono longer is, but in the memory of Dida- 
mia, what Arms, and what Forces can I poſſhbly employ ? Ah ! Fortunate Agis (went he 
on) How bleſſed is thy condition, and how glorios ſhould I reckon mine, if in the other 
world, like thee , 1 were dayly vept for by tie faireyes of Deidamia?> Ah | Howin- 
finitely is ſuch a death as thine to be preferred before ſuch a life as this of Demetrius? 
and how much more advantagEeos is it to be dead in all thereſt; and for all the reft,of the 
world, and to live in Deidamia's remembrance, than to be living among men, arid not 
to be able to live within her thoughts? Demetrius entertained himſelf on this manner, 
and in theſe like employments paſled away part of the Nights, declaring to _ 
L1t2 1biz 
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ſenſible witneſſes , what his reſpe& would not ſuffer him to declare with confidence to 
Deidamia.” _. ; 

Whileſt he led this kind of life , he ſaw an occalion arrive of makings himſelf 
remarkable ; the Army preparing: for an action , which every body judged 
could not be performed without bloud ; And for that purpoſe , the Princes diſ- 

ſed their Forces with all the Orders, that were neceflary : It was the making of 
thoſe Bridges they intended to catt over the Euphrates , off both {ides the Town ; 
And althoush peradventure , they might have avoided fighting , by making them 
further from the City ; The Princes, who ſhunned not the occaſions of coming to 
blows with the Enemy, and who in this diſtance tound more convenience , rhan 
in a greater , Choſe rather to hazard a tew men with them » Chan to Jet their Ene- 
mies believe that fear had diverted them from any ot their relolutions. The Boats 
were ready upon the Banks of the River; and belides them that were neceflary 
for the building of the two Bridges , there were a great number of others that 
were to be filled with Souldiers , to ſuſtain the Work-men, and to oppoſe the ſal- 
ly , which the mies _ make upon the River, That day the Army was com- 
manded by Ar xes, and he for his poſt, took the Bridge that was to be made 
on the Weſt-lide , leaving that on the Exit to Prince Oroondates. The Forces de- 
ſtined to ſuſtain the Work-men , were drawn out equally, and with the very ſame 
Orders on both ſides of the Town; And becauſe the Prirces would not do thar 
day , as they had done in ſtorming the Out-Works , the glory whereof they 
had left wholly to Ptolomeus and Lylimachus ; Oxyartes, Anugonus, Demetrius, Alex- 
ander and many others, went along with Prince Artaxerxes ; and Lyſ:machus, Ptolo- 
meus, Eumenes, the valiant Amazone Queen followed the Prince Oroondates pn 
Craterus and Artabaſus ſtayed to defend the Camp, with the body of the Army :; 
and Polypercon advanced as near to the Mote, as he could lye from the Enemies 
Arrows. The Battalions tood firm upon the Bank of the River, while the 
firlt Boats were placed, and the Work was begun on both lides , continuing a 
good part of the day without any hinderance: But when they began to extend 
themſelves a great way upon the River, the other Bank became over-ſpread with 
many of the Enemies Squadrons ; and from within the Town , they ſaw come 
forth on either ſide a hundred Boats well man'd, who through the ſtream ad- 
vanced in good Order toward thoſe that were at work. That beins no more 
than the Princes had foreſcen, tizey were not at all affrighted at ir , buit preſent- 
ly, according to the Order that had been taken, they went into the Boats, that ſtood 
ready by the Shore , little different in number from thoſe of the Enemy. Oroon- 


dates took one for himſelf with thirty Souldiers, Lylimachus, Thaleſtris, Prolomeus, - 


ard Eumenes did the ſame ; and fo every Boat had it's Commander, and its Sonl- 
diers , according as he had been aſſigned them by the Princes. The ſame order was 
obſerved on the other ſide , where. Prince Artaxerxes was , and both prepared with 
a great deal of cheerfulneſs for that extraordinary kind of Combate : Alcetas com- 
manded the fally againſt Prince Artaxerxes , and Caſflander that againit Oroonda- 
Es, 

Theſe two little Fleets were ſeen to draw near to one another , by Force of 
Oars ; and thoſe of Alcetas and Caſfander were already within Bow-ſhoot of the 
Workmen, and, by thick ſhoures of Arrows , began to put an Obſtacle in their 


deſigne ; when they were compelled to turn head toward thoſe of their Enemies , 


which cuttiag the VVaves with an incredible ſwiftneſs , got the paſſage of them, 
and coming between, ſheltred their men that were at work. That fight, though 
like to be bloudy, was for all that very gallant to look upon ; and they , = 


from the Bank beheld what was done upon the River , if they could have conſi-+ 


dered it without intereſt, might have found a very pleaſins Divertiſement. 
The Princes that day were but lightly armed, that they might be able to ſwim, 
in caſe they ſhonld he put to that extremity : and moſt of them had nothing on 
their Heads, but l:ctle Murrions, Thoſe of the Enemies , who then could look 


upon Prince Oroondatez at the Prow of his little Veſſel , one foot ſer forward 
upon 
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upon the edge of it , his left Arm covered with his Shield , and his right , armed 
with that glittering Sword which had already ſhed ſo much of their Blood , felt 
2 chilneſs , which running over all their Bodies , took away part of their former 
boldneſs. The Boats of Lylimachus and Thaleftris , through a generous emulation n 
were advanced by the lide of his ; and thoſe of Prolemeus and Eumenes, came at 
the head of all the reſt. Before they were able ro joyn , many Souldiers of either 
Party fell, by each others ſhafts, within their Boats , or into the River ; but Prince 
Oroondates oppoling his broad Shield againſt rhoſe Arrows , that were aimed at 
him, and commanding them, that tteered his Boat, to cloſe and Srapple with thoſe 
of the Enemies, to engage them to another kind of fight, advanced through the 
thickeſt of their Darts, with as much confidence , as it his body had been of fome 
impenetrable matter. At laſt his delires were accompliſhed , and his Enemies nor 
avoyding the combat , he quickly ſaw himſelf in their Front, and: had means to 
let looſe part of his Valour , and part of his fury, againſt them : His generous Com- 
panions ſeconded him with a refoluteneſs , litcle inferior to his ; | and their Ene- 
mies received them , like men of courage, and like men that w etermined to 
fight ſtoutly. Thoſe who with Caflander commanded the xenon » were 
Tolas his Brother, Ariſton head of the Peonians, who the, day b AS Come in- 
to Town with a ſupply of Six thouſand men , a Captain - who was very contider- 
able under Alexander , for having ſlain Stratopaces , and done mauy gallant ati- 
ons ; Evander- his Brother , a valiant man, and of a greater ſtrength of body than 
any one that fought at that time in Perdiccas his Party ; - And Andiagoras , Prince 
of the Parthians , who, forall he was a Perhian, conlidered not the memory- of Da- 
rius, in the perſon of the Prince his Son, nor in the Interett of the Princeſles his Daugh- 
ters. 
Theſe Warlike men withſtood the fury of our Princes, and Rtopt their impe- 
tuouſneſs for a long time by their couragious reliſtance : - The Souldiers, by the ex- 
ample of their Commanders , ſtuck undauntedly to the. fight , and the Water of 
Euphrates began quickly to change colour , by the Blood of each Party that was 
mingled with it. The ſervice was as hot on the other. {ide with Prince Artaxerses 
and his Companions , and he, with Alcetas ,. had encountred Neoptolemus , Anti- 
enes and Teutamus , and many other famous Warriers, . who received them , and 
aſlailed them with a great deal of fierceneſs. Arſaces appeared Arſaces , in the firit 
blows he gave, Antigonus and Oxyartes did things worthy of their high repura- 
tion; and young Demetrius made himſelf renowned by; a thonfand | marvellous 
actions. Arſaces cloſed preſently with Alcetas, but their. forces: were. unequall , 
and if he had not been ſpeedily ſuccoured by his men , that Prince's hand had 
put an end to his paſſion for his Siſter. Arſaces ſeeing him ſaved- from hs refent- 
ment , turned his anger upon divers others, and many lives” were: then cut off 
by the edge of his Sword. Demetrius was fighting with Neoptolemus, - and Anti- 
gonus and Oxyartes , with the two Commanders of the ' Argyraſpides ; all the 
other Boats were mingled by the example of their Leaders , and the Combat 
was obſtinately diſputed in every place. In the interim , in Oroondates his fide , 
there paſſed ations that were very memorable , and that Prince , having given 
death to all that preſented themſelves upon the edge of their Boats, was hooked 
to that of Caſlander , and having-known him by the means of many of his men , 
who ſhewed him to him , and by the Enemies cries , which often named him , 
was kindled with an extraordinary fury at the {ight of that man , who had ſworn 
his death ; and whom , belides, the ſuſpicion of his crime - made him to hate 
in a particular manner ; he praiſed the Gods for that encounter , and ſeeing Caſflan- 
der upon the edge of his Boat , in the poſture of a reſolute man , Caſlander 
(cryed he) behold the Scythian whom thou wouldeft kill , and behold the inno- 
cent Rival who deprives thee of Roxana*s afteftion, whether he will nor no : Effetthy 
threats againſt my life , and try , if thou haſt choſen a trivial enterpriſe in attempting 
the death of Oroondates. Caflander, whom the Prince's a&ions had terrified al- 
ready, grew pale at theſe words ; and if he could have found any handſome way to 
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avoid the combat z' would willingly have been excuſed ; but, having ſo many 
witneſſes of his ations, he diflembled his fear , and holding forth his ſhield 
azainlt the firlt blows of his Enemy , he armed himſelf with his deſpair , agd 
with the aſſiſtance of thoſe about him; they - were both of chem very neceflary 
for his ſafety , and the furious Prince of Scythia laid at him fo forcibly with his 
Sword, that he Raggered, retiring amongit his men, being ready to fall; and 
he no ſooner had quitted the - edge of his Boat , but Oroondates leaped in it, 
and many of his men. by that open way got in after him; his aim being chiefly 
at Caſander, he cloſed with him in the midſt of all the reſt , and {eizing upon 
him with apuiſſant arm , lifted him up with that force , which waF*not to be 
parallel'd. Go thy wayes ( ſaid he ) cool thoſe flames that makes thee ſo andacious : 
and with theſe words he plunged him into . the River ; neither the reliſtance of 
all his men , nor that he made by ſtruggling in his arms , being able to hinder 
him. Caffander ſunk under the Water , but he preſently came up again , and 
fought his ſafety by ſwimming among thoſe of his Party : Oroondates could 
have i em th he had pleaſed , but he deſpiſed him; and turning his arms 


toward them- made head againſt him in the Boar , gave him the leiſure to 
fave himſelf i of thoſe that advanced to his relief. Lylimachus and Prolome- 
-us; who were engaged with Ariſton and Iolas , had forced their firlt reliſtance with 
an admirable valour ; but when with a great deal of probability they were in 
hope of the Vitory , they had been aſlaulted with two” other Boats , which had 
not only retarded their delign , but had alſo put them into a manifelt danger, 
Eumenes was fighting with Andiagoras , and by a happy beginning , made him al- 
ready fear the ifsue. of the combat ; and ſtrong Evander had afailed the Valiant 
Amazon : That man , the fierceſt ot all his Party , diſputed the advantage long 
again the furions Thaleltris , and leaning upon the lide of the Boar hindred her 
entrance, with blows , . given. by a very puiſsant hand ; but the high ſpirited 
Queen , whoſe'choller 'was' raiſed, to the extremity , by that reliſtance , grew 
ſo terribly animated, that after having made Evander's arms red , with the blood 
ſhe drew from him , by two ſeverall wounds, ſhe ſer her left foot vpon the edge 
of his Boat; and her Enemy having firiven in vain, to ſtop her with his Sword, 
oppoſed her paſsage by- the- ttrength of his Arm. Thaleltris coming to cloſe with 
him , they fell-to a very dangerous — » Evander's torces were not- inferiour 
to the Queens. , but his --wounds had weakned him ; and when he believed he 
could no:longer diſpute the Victory, he.drew as near to the edge , as poſſibly he 
could , and -— her faſt embraced , let himſelf fall with her into the River ; 
though they were ſo firmly locked in falling , the Water made them ſoon let go 
their hold z and though they ſunk together , they came up again aſunder , and 
at ſome diſtance fromy'6ne another : Evander raiſed up his head , as he ſwom, 
and had no ſooner eſpied his Enemy but he advanced toward her , to finiſh the 
Combat; - but iin that, the advantage was not equal, and Evander had it as much 
in the Water as Thaleſftris | could have had by Land : He was a very expert 
Swimmer , 'and the Queen, being ignorant of that skill , ſtruggled with the Waves, 
i which fhe was like quickly to be overwhelmed , chough ſhe had had no 
other Enemy to fight with ; ſhe already had ſwallowed a great deal of Water , 
when cruel Evander being got to her by ſtrength of Arms plunged her over- 
head and ears , and haſting to her again , as ſoon as he ſaw her come up , thruſt 
her head under Water a ſecond time , and, without donbt , had an intention to 
have drowned -her : That -poor Princeſs , inſtead of being able to reliſt him , 
having loſt all knowledge , and deſpairing of any ſuccour from thoſe of her 
Boat , who .in the mean time had been aſfaulted . by two” others ; from which , 
notwithſtanding Hippolita's Lamentable cryes , it could not poſſible diſengage it 
ſelf. She was at the extremity of her -life ; and pittileſs Evander , who 1aw the 
Water ſtain'd ' with his blood , was going to make an end of ſacrificing her to 
his revenge; when from one of the Boats , a man threw himſelf into the Warer , 


kolding a dagger in his right hand; Stay cruel man ( cried he to Evander ) itay : 
And 
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Aud in pronouncing theſe words , ſwom toward him ſo ſwifcly , that he 
over-took him , betore he was able to accompliſh his delign ; and fcarce had he had 
the leiſi.re to tura about , when that ſtranger, being got.-up to him, ſeized upon the 
creſt of his Cas& with his left hand, and pullins him toward lim , with an ex- 
ceedins great ttrength , ſtrack the Dagger with his right , up to the very hilr 
in his throac, Evander with that blow loſt his Forces ,, . and lnkins into the 
Water which overwhelmed him , vomited out his blood and his life together ; 
his Conquerour thinking no more of him , turned his eyes upon poor Thale- 
(triswho would not have been in a condition to receive his help, it it had been de- 
ferred but a few minutes longer ; ſhe was ſtriving , yer faintly , with that little 
(ttrength ſhe: had left ; when the ſtranger , railing her up with a vigorous arm , laid 
her upon. his ſhoulders, and with that burthen ſwom through with much adoe , to- 
ward his Boat ; he had periſhed himſelf, undoubtedly, if it had been much further off, 
But the Boat Rowing that way , at his cries , they that were in it received the 
Princeſs from his arms ; and as ſoon as taey had drawn her into the Boat , he got 
up after her : Preſently he commanded them to make oft from the fight , and to 
gain the Bank by tugging hard at the Oar, to let the Queen on Land; and the con- 
lideration every one had of that Princeſs , having made him find a orear deal of obe- 
dience among them , they put away to the ſhore , with all the haſt that was poſhible. 
In the mean while, the Stranszer having taken the Queen into his arms again, and 
lifting her up with her head downward , made her void molt part of the water , ſhe had 
drunk , and cave her ſo much eaſe, That having opened her eyes , within a httle after, 
ſhe recovered her ſenſes and underſtanding perftettly , when ſhe was upon the 
Bank, 

The danger ſhe had ran , comins immediately into her mind, ſhe turned to- 
ward thoſe that were about her , and asked them, by whom , and in what manner, 
ſhe had been ſaved ; they told her the truth , in a 'few words, and let her know the 
Obligation ſhe had unto the (tranger : And where is he ( faid ſhe, turnins her 
eyes 01 every (ide) where is he that defended my life , with ſo much valour and 
goodneſs? Madam ( anſwered they ) As ſoon as ever he ſaw you open your eyes , and 
begin to come to your felt, he went away; and praying us to have a care of you, ſince 
you no longer needed his ſuccour, he vaniſhed from our eyes, like lightning. Ah! 
( cryed the Queen,at that reply) without doubt he is the very ſame, that ſaved my life at 
the laſt Battle ; it is either my good Angel, or ſome man ſent from the Gods, for my 
preſervation : But the Gods forbid , he ſhould ſo often eſcape the acknowledgement I 
owe him, and that I ſhould be longer ignorant to whom I am fo often indebted for 
my life : I will follow-thee, My miraculous and flying Defender; and whether thou 
be God or Man, I will do all that polhibly I can, to render thee either the Sacrifi- 
ces , or the Thanks , . that are due to thy relief. With theſe words , riling from the 
place where ſhe ſat, atter having learned that he could not be-very far off, and having 
enquired which way he went,ſhe got upon the firtt Horſe ſhe mer with, and gallop'd away, 
to teek him by that direftion, | 

In this interim, The Victory declared it ſelf on both ſides, in favour of our 
Princes : Artaxerxes on his , entered Alcetas his Boat , had thrown moſt part of the 
Soldiers over-board , and their Commander himſelf had not eſcaped death , or 
impriſoiment , if , while his men held that furious Conqueror in play , he had 
not got into Neoptolemus his Boat , which paſſed near his with a very few Soldi- 
ers itt it, and which, with mnchadoe, had ſaved itſelf by flight, from the valour of 
Demetrius : Antigenes , and Teutamus, at the ſame time , fled before Oxyartes ; 
and Antigonus, and the other Boats , by their example , fought not any longer 
for they that were left inthem , ſeeking nothing but their ſafety, Rowed as hard as 
ever they were able , toward the City. Oroondates and his Companions had re- 
duced their Enemies to the like condition ; Caflander, having felt his fury , durft 
not ſtand him any more ; and after, having, from the Boat , in which he had faved 
himſelf, continued for a while ſome kind of oppolition , without coming near 
that dreadfull Enemy , he had atlalt turned his Prow toward the Town , ſaving 
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his Party to the mercy of the Conquerours. Oroondates who ſaw him flye at too 
oreat a diſtance , to hope to overtake him , made him hear his voice , to redouble 
his terrour : ſtay ( cried he) (tay Caflander , return not to Roxana , without having 
executed, at leaſt, ſome part of thy threats : Doſt thou leave Oroongeates alive, thou 
thar ſhould'ſt have ſlain him in the midſt of a thouſand Swords ? Coſt thou now ſhame- 
fully flye before him? Caſlander, whom this voice froze with a thouſand deadly fears , 
heard ſome of theſe words plainly enough , but he had not the confidence to reply; 
and contenting himſelf with ſaying , to thoſe that were with him , that fortune 
was contrary to him at that preſent , and that another time ſhe perhaps would be 
more favourable; he made them row ſo hard , that he faw himſelf quickly in a 
place of ſafety : Lylimachus and Ptolomens were.,then giving chaſe to Andiagoras 
and Ariſton , and Iolas had followed his Brother , from the beginning of his ishe; 
There was a great deal of Blood ſhed in that Defeat ; and if the conquerins 
Princes had not been mercifull in their victory , it would have been far more 
bloody , than it was : Yet was it not fo light , but that in both places there were 
{lain above Fifteen hundred of the Enemies ; whoſe bodies were ſeen floating upon 
the River, and Whole blood had altered the Colour of the water, for many Fur- 
longs. 

The Conquerors attempted not to enter the Town , after the fugitives, know- 
ing well, that they could not poſſibly Land ; that the Caulies , which bordered 
the River , and which were bordered with Soldiers , were of height, little dif- 
ferent from that of the Walls ; and that belides , their number. was too ſmall to 
go and engage themſelves among ſo many thouſand men , wherewith the City 
was defended. They returned out of Bow-ſhoot , toward their Workmen , who 
had already done a great deal of work; and according to the notice the Princes 
cave each other of their ſucceſs , it was found , that they had Conquered both , 
almoſt at the ſame cime , and with an event bur little different ; yet did the Victory 
colt them Five or ſix hundred of their men ; But of all the conliderable Com- 
manders , there was none wounded, except Antigonus in the left arm , and Eumenes in the 
ſhoulder. 

The Bridges were in a very good forwardneſs , but the reſt of the day was not 
enough to finiſh them ; and they were confhident , That the Enemies Forces, who 
had not {tirred from the other Bank, would not ſufter them to be made, an end of , 
without fighting ; yet did not the Princes judge it necellary to ſtay : longer upon 
the River ; and ſoleaving certain Boats for a Guard , between the Town and the 
Workmen , to keep them from being aſſaulted in the Night , which they were to 
ſpend wholly in continuing their work , They went a ſhoar to reſt themſelves , 
after the labour they had undergone that painfull day. Berenice received her Bro- 
ther, and her Lover , with the tranſports of her ordinary afteion : Deidamia, 
Barſina, and her Siſters , appeared no leſs joyfull , than ſhe, for that good ſucceſs; 
and all the Camp welcomed the . Viciorious Princes , with acclamations and re- 
joycings : They gave order to have the bodies ſought of the Principall men , that 
had been ſlain in that ſervice, to give them another buriall , than that of Fiſhes 
bellies : they cauſed thoſe that were wounded to be dretled , and by ſome Sacri- 
fices , returned thanks unto the Gods for ſo favourable an event. Then they com- 
manded our Forces to make the deſcent when the Bridges ſhould be finiſhed : Un- 
der the condu&t of Demetrius, Alexander , and Menelays , young Princes, who de- 
ſired that occalion to make themſelves Famous , and it was granted them ; not 
having thought ir neceflary, That all the Princes ſhould return thither , as they 
had done then , unleſs the iflue ſhould oblige them toit : Only Thaleſtris was 
wanting in that brave aſſembly ; Hippolita, Menalippa , and the reſt of her wo-- 
men enquired for her, with great earneſineſs , and great apprehenſions ; and Oroon- 
dates and Berenice , were no leſs troubled than they, to know what was become 
of her ; at laſt there were Soldiers found , who told them of her adventure » 
and having related all that paſsed , 'and with what haſt ſhe was run after 


the track of that ſtranger , to whom ſhe was indebted for her life, 
: delivered 
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delivered them from their fears, and cauſed many to take Horſe to follow 
her. 

In the mean while , the fair Princeſs rode with great diſquets in quelt of her 
valiane Deteider ; and asking news of him , from all ſhe met , by the tokens thar 
had been given her, ſhe learnt, as ſhe weur out of the Camp , That he had been 
ſeen to get upon a Horſe , which a man held ready for him without the Line , and 
that he went croſs the Fields towards a V Vood, that appeared about Thirty or torry Fur- 
longs off on the lei hand : The Queen obſerved ſome track of Horſes 02 that (ide, that 
was ſhewn her, and reſolved to tollow it, with ſome hope of ſucceſs in the ſearch ſhe 
went about, Muſtmy ill ftorrune (aid ſhe) make me owe my life to a man ſo often ; 
without being able to reitihe ſome acknowledgement for my ſafery? Bur ( ſaid ſhe 
again) perchance it is not a man , whom I am obliged to for it: This ſuccour I have 
twice receivedin ſogreat a neceſſity , hath ſomething in it that is miraculous , and I 
ought rather to beljeve, thar it is a God, that it is the proteRting Angel of the Ama- 
zons come down from Heaven to ſave my lite in thoſe extremities. The ſudderneſ6 of 
what he did in my favour, and the ſuddennels wherewith he twice hath vaniſhed from 
our eyes, marks out ſomething of Divinity ; and if it had been a man, he neither would 
have ſhunned my thanks, nor the praiſes due to him for ſuch gallant attions, Al- 
though ſhe ſpake tiele words, ſhe was not withour ſome ſuſfpition it might be Oroates; 
and that was ic, rather than any other motive, that made her so'eager to hnd him ot. 
But (continued ſhe with a tigh) what if it ſhould be _my cruel, my ingratefull , my in- 
jarious Orontes? And, what if that repenting Prince, for the expiation of his crimss , 
ſhould iave ſought occalion to ſatisfie me by tervices, which he hath ſo uſually rendred 
me? War kind of Fortune would nine be? and, what refolution ſhou'd I eake? Shotd 
I pariion i: m, that cruel many, who hath uſed me fo unworthily , and fo outra4to-:ily ? 
VVuo, afcer having had the poſſcthon of my heart, forſfook me, as a perſon not wor- 
thy of his Aﬀettion? and who, by his Letters, and his words, hath endeavoured to fix an 
everlaſting infamy upon my Reputation? But went ſhe on preſently after ; ſhould I 
not pardon my lovely Orithia , who gave me fo brave, and ſo dear aſſurances of her 
fir affection 2 who was faulry onely by errour ? who offended me onely by an exceſs 
of Love? And who save ſo great and ſo important reparations for her offence 2 She had 
ſome other Diſcourſes with her ſelf, - full of irreſolution, when ſhe entred into the wood, 
that had been ſhewed her, and there upon the green ſwarth ſhe loit that track , ſhe 
had followed, and wandred about a great while under the Trees : Tiar VVood 
had ſomeching more wild and ſavage 1n it than others, and was more ſuitable 
than ordinary to a melancholly, ſolitary h:mour : The Tree; were of an excellive 
height, and with age were almoſt covered with Moſs and Ivy ; their tufted 
Branches catt a ſhade , which, even at high Noon , defended a great part of the 
ground from the Suns molt piercing Beams: Among the Trees one might ſee 
many pieces of Rock over-grown alſo with Mols; and for the moſt part dropping 
with a clear water , which moyltened the Graſs round about them , and which, 
with the help or certain little Springs , turned inſen(ibly into a little Rivuler : 
The place was rugged and unfit for walking , as well by reaſon of the Rocks, as 
of thick Bryers and Buſhes , that ſtopt the paſſage, and ſhewed, it was but very 
lictle freq ented. The Princeſs roved abour a while, where it was paſſable with 
leaſt inconveniency ; and though ſhe was almoſt out of hope, ſhe found ſome pleaſure 
nevertheleſs in viiiting a place ſo unfrequented , and fo conformable to that pen- 
five humour , ſhe had lons been in. The Wood was of a large extent, and ſhe ſpent 
ſome time in ſearching through a $ood part of it ; at laſt, ſhe came to a little- 
Brook, where her wearineſs and ſome incommodity ſhe felt, by the wetnefle of 
ber Cloaths, and the water ſhe had ſwallowed that day, conſtrained her to a- 
light, and to take a little reſt upon the Graſs : Her deep muſings kept her there ſo 
taken up , that ſhe ſpent almoſt an hour ere ſhe was aware ; at laſt, remembrinz the 
delisn that had brought her into the VVood, and looking on which fide ſhe 
ſhould continue her ſearch, ſhe perceived 2 things ſhe had not taken notice of be- 


fore; ſhe, from the edge of the Brook , a good way into the V Vood, on that ode 
waere 
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where ſhe had not been, obſerved that the Graſs was trampled cCown by the tread- 
ins of Men and Horſes, which ſeemed to have worn a kind of path ; and thereby 
ſhe ſuſpeaed that place to be inhabited by ſome body , who, tor the uſe of thar 
Rivulct, had beaten that little way, by having often gone it. She tegan to ſettle 
in that belief , when ſhe hearda noiſe , and looking round abour , ſaw a Horſe 
come trottins down the path ; he had a Saddle on his back , but was withour 
either Bridle or Halter, 'and toſſing up his head, and neighing at the fight of 
the Amazon's Horſe, he came unto the Brook , where he. drunk quietly of the 
VVater, that rouled along certain little Flints ; and when his thirſt was quenched, he 
took the ſame path again, as a way that was uſual to him, Ar this ſight , the fair 
Amazone no longer doubted, but that ſhe in that place might find what ſhe was 
ſeekins for ; but ſhe felt beatings at her heart, and inward diſturbances, that pre- 
aged ſome extraordinary encounter. She was already upon her leggs, and when 
ſhe ſaw the Horle go away , Ah! Glorious beaſt (cried ſhe) If jt be true, that thou 
ſervelt my valiant deliverer, ſtay for me, and be my guide to bting me to thy Ma- 
ſter. Savins theſe words, ſhe took her own, and, getting haſtily upon him, paſſed 6- 
ver the Rivulet, and rode alons the path, aftex the Horſe ſhe faw before her : Sbe 
had the better conveniency to do ſo , becauſe that Horſe hearing hers to follow 
him, according to the nature of thoſe Creatures, {taid his coming up, and came 
ſo near the Queen, as gave her means to obſerve his colour, ſtature, and the Sad- 
dle that was upon him; 1t was black , as he himſelt was ; his lize was large and 
tall , but he was lean , and very ill drefled , and, by the condition he was 
in, ſhewed plainly enough, That he ſerved a Maſter taken up with other cares , than 
that he ought to have had ofhim. - The Queen having looked on him awhile, after 
two or three lighs forced from her Brealt, by certain thoughts , wherewith ſhe was 
then aſſaulted ; Could it be poſſible ( ſaid ſhe) that thou ſhouldett belong to my in- 
oratefull, and my lovely Orontes 2 She durſt ſay no more at thattime, being un- 
certain what to wiſh ; but putting on befare her , ſhe went after him in the way he led 
her, fall of doubt, hope, fear, and confalion. He never ſtrayed out of his little 
path, and the Queen, having followed it two or three hundred paces, ſaw it end 
at the foot of a Rock, hidden in the molt gloomy and deſart part of the. V Vood, 
and encompaſled with many Brambles, and. craggy Stones , which made the ac- 
ceſs to it very rough and difficult. The Princeſs having gone a little about it, 
perceived, through certain Branches, a hale at-the foot of the Rock And ſeeing 
that it was juſt there, the path was loſt, ſhe doubted not but it was the retreat of 
him ſhe ſought, ort at leaſt, that of the Maſter of the Horſe, which had guided her, 
and which, having no further to-go , fed there at liberty without wanderins, 
As ſoon as the Queen judged, that ſo hideous a place, and a Cave, which onght 
onely to have been the Den of Beaits , was at that time the dwellins of a 
man, ſhe believed, thateither he muſt neceſſarily be in ſome ſtrange misfortune , or 
dejeced with ſome exceiſive grief; but when that from that thought ſhe paſſed to 
a belief, that- that ſolitary man was her Orontes , ſhe fell into a fenſe of pitty that 
mollified her, and made her receive thoſe firit marks of his Repentance for a 
full Reparation. Ah ! (ſaid ſhe) if ir were true, that the remorſe of his fault had 
reduced Orontes tothis lamentable manner of life, I ſhould be harder than this Rock, 
under whiclt he hath choſen his abode , if, by theſe effeſts of his repentance, 1 ſhould 
not be periefly ſatisfied, She wavered them a few moments in the Reſolution 
ſhe. ſhould take ; her reſentment, asairſt Orontes, made her fear to meet him 
in the perſon of him ſhe ſought for , and the remainders of her Love made her 
to delire it ; In the end , whether it were a motion of gratitude toward the per- 
ſon to whom ſhe was indebted for her life, or a motion of Love and Pitty to- 
ward Orontes, ſhe reſolved to clear her doubts of that adventure, and to ſeek even 
into his Grot for him ; who , either for ſome great misfortune , or peradventure 
for the love of her , had choſen ſuch a diſmall retirement. She was afraid , that 
he, who twice already had fled ſo ſuddenly from her preſence , ſhould vet a- 
way the third time , unleſs ſhe cou ld ſurpize him : And in this conceit, celiring 
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to make as little noiſe, as.could be poſſible, ſhe went to alight a good tay off , 
and having tyed her Horſe to certain Boughs , ſhe walked 01 foot toward the 
entrance of that Cave: There ſhe beheld the Graſs ſo trodden , that ſhe no 
longer doabted , bur it was inhabired ; and after having yer diſputed with her 
felf a while, ſhe entred, full of tear, into that ſad abode ; ſhe was fain to & 
at the going in, but after ſhe had gone not many ſteps, ſhe ſound that the Vaule 
enlarged it ſelf , and growing wider , by little and little, made at laſt a reaſon- 
able ſpacious hollowneſte. Through the top of the Rock, there was a Clif, 
that gave light enough into the Cave , to diſcern all Obje&s, and by it the Ama- 
zone taking heart, and caftiag her eyes on every (ide , ſaw that there was no 
body in it ; but ſhe perceived things , that made her know it was inhabited : the 
firlt thar preſented it ſelf unto her 11ght , was a ſuit of Arms hung upon: a ſnas 
of the Rock, and having her hands upon them , as ſoon as her eyes , ſhe too 
them down from the place where they were, to Took upon them by a greater 
light ; they were all black, except in certain places , where they were potted 
with Bloud , and the Plume of the Cask feemed to have been lately wet. When 
the Queen ſaw that, ſhe doubted no more, whether they were the Arms of her 
Defender; but after ſhe had eyed them , for ſome time , with very confuſed 
thoughts , ſhe put them in their place again, to vilit the other parts of that lilent 
Grot, which might give her a more certain knowledge of what ſhe ſought. 1n 
one of the Corners ſhe ſaw two little Beds , which could not be accuſed of de- 
licacy > and which, by their form }; and matter , made appear how little Love 
they bore unto themſelves, who took their reſt inſuch a lodging ; they. were of 
Leaves and Turf, and the fides were partly made of Olier , and partly of ſeveral 
Boughs interwoven in a careleſle Faſhion ; npon a flat of the Rock , - there lay 
certain wild Fruits z which probably ſerved for the. nouriſhment of the Inhabis 
tants of that Cave , ſome of them one might ſee were lately gathered , and 
thereby the Queen conjeAtared , That they that brought them thither., could 
not be far off : But when ſhe calt her eyes once more upon thoſe Fruits, and upon 
thoſe unealie Beds , and that ſhe imagined they were the Lodgings and the Food of 
poor Orontes, it was impoſſible for her to withhold her tears, which , preſently for+ 
cing the reſiſtance ſhe made againſt them, bedewed her Cheeks with plentifull ſhowrs. 
Ah ! (faid ſhe) If for me, Orontes hath choſen this abode , if he lye but upon ſuch a 
Bed ; if he live but on ſuch homely fare ; and in ſhort, if for me, he ſuffers all, that theſe 
ſigns make me conjecture he does,I never ſhould be pardonable;for having reduced him 
ro ſo deplorable an extremity. But (ſaid ſhe again) I have undergone as conſiderable 
ſufferings for him ; Ihave run through Europe and Alia ; Ifor him have expoſed my 
ſelf ro a thouſand dangers ; and for him I havepaſled thany 4s reſtleſs nights as his : Burt 
(added ſhe) that which my hatred made me ſufferfor him, his ldve makes him ſuffer 
now for me ; and if I ſought him to take away his life, he ſeeks me onely that he might 
ſave mine, and flies me only for fear of offending me. Dear marks of the repentance 
and fidelity of poor Orontes (continued ſhe, turning towards thoſe Obje&ts, that had 
ſoftned her) If you be witneſſes of this conſtancy, & of his remorſe, you are ſo likewiſe 
of my grief, & of the reſolution I take before you, to reſtore him, with the pardon of his 
offence , the poſleſſion of whatſoever he had loſt in my affefion. Scarce had ſhe ſaid 
theſe words, whea ſhe was ſorry ſhe had engaged her felf fo far ; but when he 
was going to recall them , ſhe was croſſed by another thought that made her alter 
her diſcourſe. And , who hath told me (cried ſhe again) that hel ſeek, and that he 
I think I have found, is Orontes ? What aſſurance, and what teſtimony have I received 
of it? Is it becauſe he came twice to my relief ? Is it becauſe he fled from me,by reafon 
of my having forbidden him to ſee me any more? Is it becauſe by this ſad and auſtere 
manner of lite, he expreſles the aſfliion of his heart? Ah ! Thaleſtris, How light are 
theſe conjectures? Are there not other men belides Orontes, & even inthing own party, 
generous enough to have ſuccoured thee?Modelſt enough to flye the glory ot thoſe noble 
Actions? * And perhaps afflited enough to have choſen this retreat 2 If by thy firſt gon- | 
jeQures, thou wert atraid to meer himyfear now;that thou wertafraid to no purpoſe, and 
Aaaaa believe, 
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believe, that thy ill fortune will be but too carefull to keep that from thee,which thon 
thought had been too hear. She ſpake in this maniier, and began ro be Gifquieted 
by this laſt'conceit : When ſhe heard two men talking near the enwraice of tho 
Cave; ſhe ſtarted at that noiſe ; . but though ſhe doubted not , bat they were the 
inhabitersof that ſorrowfull place , ſhe was nothing willing to ſhew her (cli, till the 
had obſerved them a little ,, it poſſibly ſhe could; and with tiac intent. , Cattins 
her eye toward the hollowelt part of the Rock , ſhe faw a cletr , wide « Oouglh ty 
receive ker, in which , by reaſon of the darkneſs of the place , - he mioh thay 
ſome time withonr being diſcovered 5 She no fooner had tound ic, wt the (tp; 
in, and had hardly taken her ſtation, when ſhe ſaw rwo men ener , aid the wwe 
men , whom by tae lirtle light that obſcure (3rot attorded , ac Wa amy knew 
to be really Orontes, and his faithfull Laſcaris. She {ſhivered ac that iight , TOUS. 
ſhe was'almoſt prepared for it , and was not able to.-judge of a lons time , whierher 
ſhe ſhould beg ad or ſorry for her fortune : It ſhe had tollowed tic monons of 
her love, ſhe. had run with open Arms to her dear Orontes, to - aflure {1:1 of Par- 
don, | before ſhe gave himtime to askity and if ſhe had hearkned to .htier , reſenr- 
ments, ſhe'had gone to him with reproaches : But ſhe che was Mittrets of then, 
both ; and whether ir were, that her lilence and unmoveableneſs was cated by her 
aſtoniſhment, or, by the delign of clearing her knowledsce furtier, that fie mt2hr re- 
gulate her aRings by the things ſhe ſhould ſee, ſhe kept her felfexacily withour roſe ox 
motion. | 

In the interim, Orontes was no ſooner in [115 Cave, bart he threw himſelf upoit his bed, 
and Laſcaris being ſet down upon tife {ide of his, - after he had a while echeld the 
a&ion of his Maſter, who tumbled himfelt in his Leaves, wich lighs , which ſuft- 
ciently teſtified his cruel Diſquiets, Sir (ſaid he) atter having received thoſe: Fayours 
of the Gods, which they have done you, you cannot, without incenling them againſt you, 
perſevere in a life ſo different from that of men, and the complacency I have ſhewed 
to your Commands, ought to ceaſe now, by the reaſons I have to alledge apaliift them : 
So long as your offences were without reparation, and thar you had reaſon to believe 
the Queen was not ſatisfied:,--I adherediin all chings to your will , chough it brought 
youto ſuch ſtrange extremities ; and knowing the nature of your love , I never won- 
dered at the things you do, after thoſe I have ſeen you do in former times.; but now, 
that by moſt particular, and as it were miracalous,tavours, the Heaveiis have permirred 
you twice to give that Princeſs her lite, whom you had ottended, only by your error,and 


that by ſo great and ſo important a reparation, you have undoubrecly appeaſed her;Why 


do we not forſake this life, which is unworthy of youzto go and receive a pardon, which 
you haveſo well deſerved,and which will ealtly be granted you?Do you think the Queen 
15 leſs ſenſible of ſuch obligations, than ſhe was of injuries *And chat beins prepoſlefied , 
as ſheis with ſo powerful an inclination to/yon,ſhe can behold You, as him that offended 
her, by anexceſs of jealoulie and love, without beholding you, as that Orithia, that was 
ſodear to her, as that Orontes, that hath done her lo many ſervices.and as tat Orontes, 
to whom, ſince his laſt misfortune, ſhe is doubly indebred for her life? Laſcaris ſpake 
on this manner, and perchance would have continued his Diſcourſe, if his Mitter, after 
many ſighs, had not interrupted him. Ah! Laſcaris ( ſaid he) How blind does thy 
AﬀeQion make-me in thy Aﬀairs ? and how little doett thou know the condition of my 
preſent Fortune? Thou artno leſs deceived than I have teen , if tho believeſt that 
my crimes can be expiated by light reparations , and that I may hope for pardon from 
my Queen, becauſe I have done ſomething for her ſafery: My offences are above all ſa- 
tisfaRions, and that which Thaleſtris ows to her honour unworthily Cefamed, ought ne- 
ver to ſuffer her to remember Orontes, but to hate and to detelt him ; ſome ſmaller 
fault might perhaps have been repaired by the things I have done to ſerve her : but af- 
ter the extremities I have flown into againſt her, though Thaleſtris wo1d pardon me, I 
could neverpardon my ſelf : My crimes were worthy of a thouſand deaths, and I ſhould 
certainly have ſought by death to eaſe the torments of my conſcience,hadI not thoughe 
thazin the occaſions of War, in which my Princeſs hazards her ſelf every day , I might 


. find ſome means todo her ſervice : I have been ſo happy as to effe&t what 1 defired by 


the 
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the favour the gods have granted me, and by the care I had to tie my felt to herconſer- 
vation, the only thing for which I lived : Now that by thele forcunate encounters, I 
am a little more at quet, I ſhall dye with lefs affliction, taan it my crimes had been che 
lateſt actio-15 of ity life ; it hath pleaſed Heaven, that theſe lalt dayes of ic have noc 
been uteleſs to my Princeſs: and tice ſh2 hath drawnall tne ſervice ſhe could hope for, 
from it, 1 ſhall give it up now without other trouble, than that of having readre(l ic 
unworthy of that fortune , to which ſhe once had deſtined ir. What Sir (replied 
the ſorrowfull Laſcaris)after what yo. have done for Thalettris , will you not have the 
confidence to cait your (elf at her teer, to ask her a pardon which you have fo well 
delerved, and toler her know, that {ince you were criminal toward her, you have ſaved 
her life, both by Land and by Water 2 He made a ſtop at thele words , as to expect 
an anſwer , but ſecins that his Maſter, inttead of replying, contented himſelt to 
teitifke by ſhakins his head, that he was not in a condition to make uſe of his ad- 
vice ; Atlealt, Sir, (went he on) if yo want courage in this occalion, you that never 
wanted it in any other, of the greatelt danger ; it you have not boldneſs enough to pre- 
ſent your ſelf betore exaſperared Thaleſtris, and to labour in your own teialt forare- 
conciliation with her, give me commithon to do it , I may perhaps pertorm the butinefs 
wit more dex:erity than you believe; I will addreſs my felt to Hippolita,who was ever 
very affe.t 0.:at2 to you;T will addreſs my ſelf to Prince Oroondgtes,who hath promiſed 
you his tance, and whois obliged by nearnelſs of alliance, and many other contider- 
ati01is, £0 SIVeC it You; and in tine, I will manage your intereft in ſuch ſort, that your for- 
tune tha!l perchance be better than ever it was,and that yoaſhall joyfully diſpoſe yourſelf 
to quit this diſmal habitation, where we ſeem to have laid alzde hamanity, and live like 
ſavage Beaſts: This ftrange lifezand this ſtrange diet you teed upon, hath chazged you ſo 
already, tat yo! are hardly to be known; you have lolt al the freſhneſs of your colour, 
your healtafull looks, and the better partof your {trength;and if in this laſt combar,you 
had enoagh to ex2cnte the things you did there,it was from your love you drew it,rather 
than from that lean and weakned body,which falls away,and decayes,every moment,and 
which tends mo!t vilibly to the grave. Laſcaris brought forth theſe words with cears , 
wherewith Orontes was touched ; but it was not on the faſhion he defired, as he 
quickly made appear by his diſcourſe. Thou canlt not , OLaſcaris, (faid he) reil 
me any news,more pleaſing than that I have received from thee, nor give me notice , 
that I am near my grave, without giving me a great deal of contentment ; How great 
ſoever my crime hath been, it makes my deftiny g!orious,lince in dying for its explations 
Laave the slory to dye alſo for Thalettris ; that is the aim I eyer propoſed unto my ſelt, 
throagn the whole courſe of my life, and, in my utmoſt miſery, 1 ſhall atcain to that ad- 
vantage which I aſpired to in my greatelt fortune : My foul is but too faſt united to this 
wretched body, which it would fain abandon, and rio longer ſuffers but with ſhamezthe 
company of this accomplice of its crimes ; it is true , that in this deſart , we lead a life 
exceeding diftzreat from other men, but alſo I ought no longer to be counted amongtt 
men, I who have made my ſelf unworthy of that name, and who no longer can without 
horror endure the light of the Sun , which they rejoyce in : all chat I ind mo & ttranve, 
and moſt rroablefome to me in my condition, is, that I have thee for a companion i:1 my 
afflictionsz and that I make thee bear thy part of my puniſhment; thee , who hadtt no 
part at all in my offences, and who haſt been faulty in nothing but in having too obiti» 
nately tied thy ſelf to the fortune of a miſerable man , and of a man thatis hated of the 
Gods ; but Latcaris, thou knoweſt that nothing but thine own wilfulneſs hath reduced 
thee to this miſery, and that TI have ſolicited thee a thouſand times, to quit this hideous 
dwellins,and to retire thy (elf, where thou mighteſt ſpend thy dayes more plealins. Taat 
which co forts me for thee, inthe ſad condition of or life, is, that they ſufferings will 
not now lat much longer; 1 have but-few more dayes to linger out ; and after thoa hatt 
cloſed mine eyes, and covered my body with a little earth, thou mayelt go home with a 
perfe& ſatisfaction, and witha perfett glory , for having ſerved thy maſter to the end, 
wit't an tnviolavle fidelity;yet does there remainone ſervice for thee to do me,aiter my 
deat, and then it is that I conſent, nay,and delire,thou ſhould'it preſeat thy ſelf unto 
Thaleſtris,and that thou ſhoald'ſt endeavor to obtain that pardon from her,which then I 
Aaaaa 2, May 
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may handſomely demand ; ſhe then will hearken to thee by the interceſhon of Hippolira, 
and by that of Prince Oroondates , and perhaps will not be ſo obdurate , but tat the 
recital of my death, may make her caſt away ſome partof her juſt reſentments, Orontes 
brougit forch theſe words in ſo dolefull a manner , that a heare of Adamant would 
have veen touched with compaſſion ; and that of Thaleſtris was ſo mollified , that 
after having permitred her tears to overflow with violence , her conſtancy was ut- 
terly at an end, aad coming haſtily out of her dark ſtation , You ſhall nor dye ( cri- 
ed ſhe) you ſhall not dye, my dear Orithia ; Thalettris pardons you, without dying, and 
Toaleſtris will -not have your death , for the reparation of your faults. Orontes quice 
beiides himſelt, at cheſe words , at the Tone of the voice, and at the light of his 
Princeſs, ſtarted ſuddenly from his Bed , and at ſo unexpeRed an adventure, fell 
into ſo{trange an altoniſhment , that his ſoul lott the greatelt part of ics functi- 
ons ; and of a long time he was not in a condition to know , what he ſhould be- 
lieve, or what reſolution he- ſhould take ; yet. did he look unmovedly upon 
Thaleltcis , and finding in her face thoſe lineaments , which were deeply graven 
within his heart , his ſurpriſe and his amazement , made him abſolutely unca+ 

able of doing any thing : Ar laſt , he threw himſelf down before her , while 
ſhe Rrove to (top a torrent of tears , that had deprived her of the uſe of ſpeech , 
and lying proſtrate at her very feet, without daring to lift his eyes up to her face ; 
If you be ſome god ( ſaid he) whom my ſorrowfull fortune hath drawn from heaven,intg 
this diſmal habitation , your pity is -unworthily beſtowed upon the moſt criminal of all 
men living ; and if you are the divine Thaleſtris , to whom I offered my adorations, 
while I was leſs guilty, I now am altogether unworthy to behold you. The Queen,who 
had recovered her ſelf a little by the violence ſhe had uſed,and who no longer waver - 
ed in the reſolution ſhe was to take, put forth her hands to have helped him up, 
and looking upon” him with a countenance quite appeaſed ; I am Thaleſtris, ( ſaid 


ſhe) but Thaleſtris, who was leſs ſenlible of the wrongs you did me; than I am of your © 


laſt ſervices, and of the marks of your repentance : If I ſought you heretofore, to give 
you a death, which in my opinion you had merited, I ſeek you now to give you a life, 
which you have gained unto your ſelf , by having preſerved it : I live by your affiſtance, 
and you ſhall live by my delire, (ince your death would now be mine, and that you t1ave 
but too much me ſatisfhed without, dying. Theſe words penetrated ſo far into Orontes, 
and produced ſuch ſudden, and ſuch poverfull effes in him, that ina happinets ſo lit- 
tle expeRed, his joy was like to have done that ina moment , which his grief had 
uot been able to do inmany dayes. He,with all his force, relitted the vehemence of 
thoſe motions , that tranſported him beyond himſelf, and embracing the knees of 
that fair Queen , with raptures which ſhe ealily underſtood ; Ah! ( ſaid he ) you 
are my divine Thaleſtris , I know y61 now by theſe miraculous marks, and no body, but 
Thaleſtris, could have made me paſs, in an inſtant, from the grave to this ſupreme feli- 
city : Ungratefull Orontes does now ſuthciently underſtand the exceſs of his ingratirude, 
and that of your celeſtial goodneſs, but ſince, that without horrour, you can endure this 
monſter , ſuch as he is , and that compaſſon is ſtronger in your heart than juſtice,what 

uniſhment will you ordain this guilty manzto ſettle him again in that eftate,from which 
bis crimes have thrown him? where will you find torments, that can expiate a part of 
their remembrance ? Orontes brought forth theſe words , keeping ftill upon his knees , 
whatſoever power the Queen could uſe to make him to riſe ; but in fine, being 
reſolved to draw him out of that wofull condition, and to make all manner of of affli&ti- 
on away from him ; I command you ( ſaid ſhe) to forget your faults , ſince I have 
loſt the memory of them , and that you have made amends for them , but too fully, by 
your lait ations : I command you to leave this abode, unworthy of you, to ſeek a more 
delightfull company amongſt the Princes wh6 eſteem you: And fnally,l command you to 
take that place nr you heretofore poſſeſſed in my affe&tion,and with it,all thoſe 
hopes which you had loſt, As ſhe ended theſe words,ſhe conſtrained him to riſe,and for- 
tunate Orontes taking then the liberty to kiſs one of her fair hands : How unjuſt 


are you (ſaid he)to ſhew ſuch favour to ſo guilty a perſon ! And how my ſufferings ought 
to 
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to be envied, tiuce they end in fo glorious a confulion 1 Such was the, xgecondliation of 
theſe rwo Lovers, whon £00 violeu relentments hag {ſeparated tor ſo MAll;YEALs } aad 
this rea:0n was lo IWeet to cyem, that it feemed, as if Heaven had cognlgnted to that 
breach, tor no ocher ead, vir that after (ch ſenlible afflitions , their bappineſs might 
be the more perfect aud intire, Oronces, who ſaw his fortune fo differeng.,from whar 
it had beena few moments 2tore, 144 much ado to comprehend thar admuxable change: 
Thaleſtris,who ſaw her ſelf to Le delivered from thoſe torturing difquiets,which had fo 
longs. made war againlt her,aad who found in her dear Orontes as ets | as ſhe 
could wiſh, was in an extaiie of joy, little inferior to his.yand even Laſcatts,: who with 
his Maſters condition, faw his own ſo advantageouſly changed,could not contain the ex- 
ceſs of his gladneſs; and having caft himſelt at the Queeus feer , aflooa as his Maſter 
allowed him. to do fo, received from her the acknowledgments that were. due to ſo faiths 
full a ſervant. GD x 

The Queen would not ſuffer Orontes to tarry longer in-that melancholly Cave, but 
commands Laſcaris to go and make ready Horſes, the needs would have, Orontes put 
on his Arms immediately 1a her preſence. Never had Laſcaris, received any, command 
more joytully than that, nor ever did Captive, that had languiſhed ren years in Irons , 
receive the news of his liberty, with a more pertect conteaument. - Orontes was armed; 
and the horſes ready in a little time,and the fairQueen leading taat ſolitary lover by the 
hand, our of luis sloomy Cave, appeared in that action not-much, difterenc, from Her- 
cules, when he drew his dear Theleus out of the black and kprrid '&grigeons of Hell, 
Alchough Orontes letrhis Grot , without unwillingneſs , yet could he not go away, 
without looking back upon it with ſome aftection : If it were 1a my power (faid he) fa- 
vourable Cave, I would conſecrate thee to the Goddels of Love, as the place where-the 
molt palliorate of all Lovers, hath received che greateit and the molt glorious, of all for- 
tunes : May ic pleaſe the gods, thou never ſerve for a Den of Lyons and Tygers'; and 
mayelt r1:01 never be polluted nor prophaned, after having been the Temple of thoſe 
adorations, which I i:ave payed to my divine Thaleſtris, The Queen,acculed Orontes of 
impiety for theſe 1att words, but ſhe pardoned all, in regard of his pallion ; and at the 
ſame 'time, geting on Horſeback , they crofled. throagh the wood, by a way well 
known to Oromes, aad rode toward the Camp, when the+Sun, was upon the point of 
ſetting ; buc »efore chey were out of the wood, Thaleſtris, who knew not in what man- 
ner, and :n wiat Country Orontes had paſled his life,fince his departure out of Cappa- 
docia, being Ceirous to learn ſomething of it : Itis not jul}: (ſaid ſhe) thati ſhould be 
i9norant, 0:1 what faſhion you have lived, f(ince you forſook us ; ler me” entreat you 
therefore, to give me ſomeaccount of it, during the way we have to go, - Madam ', 
(anſwered Orontes) lince you are pleaſed to deiireit, and that you have already par- 
donned my faults, I will refreſh the memory of them, by abrief recital of my life, which 
I ſhall give you in a few words, as well becauſe taere hath befallen me nothing of 
Sreat imporcance, as becaule in ſo ſhort a way, we have but little time to ſpend in it; 
but being I ſhall have the happineſs to be near you,l wil recount the particularities of it 
more at large, whenſoever you ſhall be pleaſed to command me. 


The Hiſtory of OkoNTEs. 


Was in Cappadocia , where I had the honour to command your Army , under 
the name and habit of Orithia, and where, by ſome fortunate ſuccefies:z I had 
already ſecured the tranquility of your Frontier , when Arethuſa , one of the 
principal among thoſe women, that had command in rhe Army , and one + 

thoſe whom you' molt eſteemed, being one day come into my Chamber , with 
more haſt than ordinary; Madam (ſaid ſhe) I mean to be the firit that ſhall tell yoil 
a plealing news, unleſs perhaps ſome other body have prevented me, I opened my 
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ears at theſe words , and natural curioſity having moved me to preſs her , 
that I might hear the buſineſs ; We have hitherto been 1gnorant (purſued ſhe) for 
what'deſhg1n our Queen was gone from Themiſcira, in ſo gallant an Equipage , but I 
come now from learning the truth of it, and you ſhall koow, that being obliged by our 
Laws to give us 4 Queen, that'may ſucceed after her death, and not being willing to 
brins into the world a danghrer that ſhould be unworthy of her, ſhe diſdained all her 
neighbours,'-t0 calt her thoughts upon the greateit man in the world ; and hearing 
that Alexander; the Conquerour of all the Earth, was come near unto Hyrcania , ſhe 1s 
5ne to meet him, there to-demand an inheritrix, who,according to the greatneſs of 
Pork Father and Mother, camiot chuſe but be a marvellous perlon. Although I ought 
not to have given credit fo lightly to that report, yet was I ſo touched with ir, 
that my face , 3th: exceeding pale ; and Arethuſa perceiving it , asking me pre- 
ſently the reaſon ; 1 find my felt a little ill (faid I, 1endeavouring to diſſemble 
my thoughts,/'as well as poſſibly 1 could) but that need not hinder you, from tel- 
ling me-z from whom you had this news. , * and what certainty you have of it. 
Two friends of mine (replied Arethuſa) that are comeunto the Camp, not above two 
hours ago, aflured me of it, and it is a thing ſo fully confirmed in Themiſcira, that 
no body- any longer doubts of ſuch a truth, It is enongh ( anſwered T) 1 bear az 
great a ſhare in your contentment, as it 1s poſſible for me; but, Ipray you 
ive me leave to take a little reſt, Arethuſa aſtoniſhed , thar I received a news fo 
coldly , which did ſo rejoyce-all her Companions , went out of my Chamber , 
and onely Laſcaris continued with me. You may judge , Madam , if you pleaſe, 
into what eſtate I was reduced by that cruell opinios, and lince thar memory is an 
Enemy to me , you will be pleaſed to diſpence with me, for repeatins the diſcourſes 
my-jealoulie- made me utter ; neither ſhould I beable to do it , without awakins 
your: juſt indignation , nor without giving you new cauſes to condemn my ingrati- 
tude. | 
I paſſed the-reſt of that day in a mortal difquiet , the night, that ſucceeded it, 
was not ſpent in the repoſe of a mind that no longer was capable of any ; ye: 
methought your humour-, - according to the knowledge I had of it , arid the pro- 
miſes you —_—— me, agreed - but little with that horrible chance , and that 
was it that kept me, in the - beginning, from lending faith to thar report ; but 
within a-while after I conlidered, that you were a woman, that you were young, 
and that you might poſſibly ' be perſwaded by the Counſel of thoſe about you , 
and flattered by the reputation of Alexender : Theſe refletions made me, in 
the end, incline to that belief, which I relifted , as much as poſſibly I could ; bur 
-0t being willing iro ſettle it upon the bare report of Arethuſa , I commanded 
Laſcaris to enquire more particularly among the other Amazones ; he did it but 
too much for my repoſe , every one he ſpoke with , confirmed that crnel news ; 
And to compleat my ruine, there arrived certain women from Themiſcira , with- 
ina few dayes after, who redoubled that belief by their teſtimony , and. who 
told us , That at their departure they had left all their Country, in the expecta- 
tion of their Queen , who was come to back within a tew dayes , and had ſent 
word by ſome of her women, who were come before , That ſhe returned very 
well ſatisfied with the happy ſucceſs of her Voyage, and that the had obtained 
of Alexander whatſoever ſhe had delired. The Quetn bluſhins ar this diſ- 
courſe, interrupted Orontes : The women, who ſpread that'rimour abroad (ſaid ſhe) 
and who were neither thoſe of quality,nor any that had acceſs near my perſon,had ſome 
occalion to take the meſſage I ſent, in the ſence that they received it.Before 1 departed 
from Themiſcira, they aflembled themſelves, and knowing that I was going to Alex- 
ander, they begged of me altogether, togive them a Queen of the race of that great 
King, andnot to return fron! that voyage, without brins ins back a fruir, which I could 
not ſo nobly hope for, from any other part of the Earth : Beins I ſaw my ſelf reduced by 
our ignominious cuſtom, to endure that requelt without expreſting any,anger, I heard ir 
without ſhewins my diſlike of what they demanded, and that was it that made them be- 
lieve, before my arrival, that I had fllowed their counſel ; but after my return , they 
- . were 
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were quickly undeceived. I would to heaven, (continued the Prince of the Maflage- 

res) that I 14d been fo too, and that by my toogreat facility, in perſwading my te! 
of my difatter, I had not zala into that cruel errour, which hath {ince in a ſhort ſpace of 
my life, made me unier © a thoufand redio! s deaths. In bfiet, Madam)]I beleved(and 
I make you this confeſi:on,low ſhametull ſoever it be, 1 believed ) to: my misfortune, 
what I never ought to have believed ; ard by that inhumane credulity I erank the poi- 

ſon that iufected the ſoundelt parts of my heart : Afloon as I had received that im-- 
preſſion, all rhings contributed to ſettle tt in me; and in the end 1 was fo tully perſwaded 
of it, that I-thought, without being blind, I could no longer coubt of a thing which 
ao body called in queſtion, but my ſelf. The firft eftect rhis errovr produced in me,was 

a deiire to make an end of my life with my own hand ; and I know not what good” ge- 

nius took part with Lafcaris, to divert me from that delion, or at leaft to deter ir tor 2 

few dayes ; after which I fell inro a quite different intention. I will nor tell you, 

Madam, (to ſpare my ſelf the ſhame I ſhould ſuffer in relating. them ) the diſcourſes 1 

uſed, or rather the reproaches I poured forth againlt you ; as 1 believed I had received - 
an offence which took away all the reſpect I bore unto your perſon, and even unto your 
ſex, I found nothing in the mott bitter invectives, which ſeemed nor too mild to my re- 
fenrments : I flew out ſo far, as evea to wiſh your death, and to make deligns my ſelf a- 
gainſt your life. Thoſe irreſolutions, full of mortal agonies, held me for ſome dayes , 
during which I ſuffered no body to fee me; but when 1 had long deliberated, I believed I 
could not,withourt meanneſs of ſpirit, perlitt in the thought of dying for 'you ; The 
Gods can witneſs, that it was not love of life that gave me thoſe refletions; and that 
thonsh it had been dear to me before, it was then grown odious enough, to ſacrifice ita 
thoaſand time; unto.my ortef, if my blind ſpite had not repreſented, that ſhe, who had 
ſo ſhamefully abandoned me, to abandon her felt to a man ſhe kn2w not, was nnworthv 
of all t he marks of love tharI could give her. 1am compelled , Madam, againit mv 
reſolution; to let eſcape ſome criminal vords, elſe it would be hard forme, to let you 
know the ſenſe I had of that imagined injury : My laſt decermination was that, of ab- 
ſenting my ſelf for ever from, you , and from your Territories , and of baniſhing 
you for ever our of my memory : Iexecuted one part of this retolution ſuddenly e- 
nough; and have laboured in vain todo the other , during ſome years, which have ſeem- 
ed ro me of an extraordinary length. I left your yrmy then, wichour takins leave of 
your Women, after having diſpatched that fatal Meflenger that cave you the firft 
knowledge of my crime, and began my wandrings with Laſcaris alone, not ſo much as 
thinking whiter I woald go; all Conntreys were indifferent ro me , provided I might 
be bur tar enoug!1 from you, and from all places where I might hear ſpeak of you ; and 
methought, that in lying from you, I fled from my ill fortune ; yer I did tura my ſteps 
toward Hyrcania, that fatal Country, where I thought I kad loſt you, and from which 
Alexander was then departed : I arrived there, but too ſoon for my Quiet, ar leaſt if I 
had any left, and intending to inform my ſelf of my misfortune , by people -of thoſe 
parts and equnire of them concerning the Voyage which the Amazon Queen had 
made into that Province, my evil deſtiny had ſo ordained ,:that I addrefled my elf to 
none, but ſuch as were ill inſtructed, and vulgar people, who being ignorant of what 
paſles near the p_ of Kings, - make jadsgements upon groſs 'appearance3 , accor- 

ding to the reach of their underſtanding ; 1 therefore received from them the mot 
cruel confirmations I could expeR, and with them a heavy addition to my deſpair. From 
Hyrcania I went into Parthia, and like an Oreſtes, driven about by furies,not being able 
to find any reſt jn all cheplaces I vilited , flying my own Coumtrey , and ali others 
whereT mig!t meet perſons of my acquaintance, Ireſolved to gointo the Indies, and 
to ſeek to rhe utmolt parts of the world for remedy agamtlt the rage that rormented me, 
and for ſome ſanctuary againlt that evil ſpirit that perſecuted me in every place: As 
foon as I had reſolved it, I putic in execution; afrer a long and painfull voyage I entred 
nto the Kingdom of good King Taxiles, with whom Alexander contraRted-a near friend- 
ſhip atterward; and I confeſs, that if my ſoul had been capable of any tranquility,I might 
have tound it in che Court of that Prince, whoſe vertues are admirable, and whoſe po- 
litick Government might ſerve for a rule to that of all other Monarchs ; but my Tor- 
Men= 
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meater never forſook me, and whitherſoever I turned, my furious paſſion racked me 
with a pittileſs War. I did all that poſiibly I coald, to baniſh you out of my mind , and 
a thouſand times a day repreſented to my felt the injury I believed I had received from 
you, with all the blackelt co[ours wherein it could be painted , to find by that remem- 
brance the means either to forget you, or to hate you : But n wiat faſhion ſoever vo 
then appeared to me, you were {till Thaleſtris ; and my molt violent reſcntings could no: 
raze out that deep graven charater of Love, you had made within my heart : How de- 
filed ſoever you appeared to me with Alexander's Embraces, you itill came into my 
mind- with an Empire which 1 could not overthrow ; And though among the 
thoughts of Love, thoſe of Hatred crept in ſometimes, indifferency could never tind a 
room there ; and, whether ſleeping or waking, you ſtill were preſent with me : It was 
to lirtle purpoſe I changed Climartes, for I never changed my condition ; and as a 
wounded Hind carries the deadly Arrow along with her, I in the midit oft my heart 
carried that poyſoned ſhaft, which made me find, what I fled away from, in all thoſe 
places where I ſought for refuge. Alas ! how often , not being able to reliſt that im- 
placable Enemy, did I offer it a more abſolute victory , by demanding death? And 
how often, when I thought to have given it to my ſelf, was my hand withheld by the 

Prayers and tears of Laſcaris , whoſe fidelity having made him conſiderable to me , « 
had $ained him a great Authority over my inclination 2 When I left the Kingdom of 
Taxiles, I paſled through a great many barbarous Provinces, and at laſt came into that 
of the Phaliaces, which obeyed the great King Porus ; he, who afterwards diſputed the 
Slory asainlt Alexander, with ſo much valovur, and whoin his defeat acquired fo brave 
a reputation : Certainly, all that hath been ſaid co the advantage of that Prince, is 
publiſhed of him, but with a great deal of Jaſtice ; and if he had but as much polite- 
neG in his manner of living as he hath greatnels of courage, he might well be recko- 
ned one of the worthieſt perſons of our age. I ſerved him two or three moneths, 
ina war he then had againlt his Neighbours, and having made my ſelf remarkable fortu- 
rately enough in ſome encounters,I received favours from him that were infinitly above 
my ſervices; and if I could have been ſaid there by his urgent entreaties,he would have 
ſhewed me the nobleſt uſage I could have hoped for from a magnanimous King, There 
are few. Languages in which I have not an imperfect knowledge,and that gave me the 
greater facility in ſo long a voyage. From the ſervice of Porus, which I quitted afſoon 
4s he forſook the war, and a little before the arrival of Alexander , I went on toward 
the Bactriaces, and the Seres, and proſecuted my courſe as far as the CaſpianPorts, 1 
croſled through Deſarts full of Serpents, and dreadfull Monſters , amongſt which , 1 
ſhould have met with death a thouſand times, if I had not delired it ; but amongtt all 
the felleſt Monſters, I found nothing ſo cruell to me as the memory of Thaleſtris.I over- 
run all the Indies, that lie on this {ide the Ganges ; that River bounded my wander- 
ings that way, and not finding the paſlage eaſie, becauſe of it's exceſlive bredth, which 
is of two and thirty Furlongs, and becauſe of the little communication the Indians on 
this (ide have with thoſe on that, I was fain to take my way along the Banks of it, to 
return into theſe Provinces : I ſaw the Country of the Sacans , where I heard of the 
fortune of Roxana, and of the progreſs Alexander made already in thoſe Countrevs, 
ut of which I was come; the advantage I thought he had obtained to my deftructi- 
on, having made me hate him, I was ſorry I had left the Indies, and the ſervice of Po- 
rus , againſt whom he-then was making war. Coming from the Sacans, I ſaw the 
Naura, the Xanippa, aud the Countrey of Maracanda : You will be content, Madam , 
that I ſpeak of my Voyages but curſorily for the preſent , referring to entertain you 
more at large, when your curiolity ſhall move you to demand the particularities of 
chem ; I will therefore tell you nothing elſe, but that after my return from the Indies, 
I wandred above a year in Alia, without any other delign, than that of lingring out 
my miſerable life, till I ſhould be ſo happy as to meet the end of it. Never had I any 
delire of returning into my Country, though Laſcaris ſolicited me perpetually ; bur as 
I avoided nothing ſo much as perſons of my acquaintance, and thoſe that might oblige 
me to change that ſolitarineſs into a more ſociable life, I never would give ear to- his 

entreaties: True is , that what he ſuffered by my occalion, touched me ſometimes * 
very 
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very ſenſibly , and that I did all that was poſſibl2 to perſwade him to forſake me, and 
ro50 and take Retreat , which 1 offered uim amongſt my friends , and which I could 
have procured him by Letters, would have given him bur as I rejected his Counſel-, 
he rezected my offers, and I could never win him to do what I delired. If you ask me, 
how you then ſtood in my thoughts , I will rell you , that you were as a Monſter, to 
which a tyrannical power kept me in flavery ; and as the thing, which in all the world 
1 endeavoured molt to hate,nay,which I did hate, and yet for all my hatred, could not 
hinder my ſelf from loving ita thoafand times more dearly than ray ſelf: Hatred , 
Grief, Anger, and Jealoulie, thoſe imperious pathons tore my heart, like Promethean 
Vultures,and that was it that then cauſed me to take that device of the heart, torn by 
Vulcures,under which I found you,zand under which Ilifred my ſacrilegious arms againſt 
you, I was come to Suſa , when I heard the news of Alexander's death , and1 had 
been gone from thence bur a littlewhile, when I heard ſpeak of conteſtations amonsft 
his Succellours, and preparations that were making ready for a Warr : My grief had not 
extinguiſhed the inclinations I had ever had to Arms , and being I fo1ght for death | 
thought 1 could not meet with it more honourably than in the occalions Fortune 
offered me : I therefore rook my journey toward Babylon , and arrived there, as you 
may have heard,the day your Army made its $eneral muiter , but before I came within 
a dayes riding of this place, I, in a Town of your Party, learnt the names of thoſe 
perſons that were molt intereſted in this War, I was told that Craterus , Lyſimachus , 
Pcolomeus, and Antigonus were of the one party ; and on the other, Perdiccas, Caſſan- 
der , Seleucus, and many more that were named to me. Ithen called to mind the 
frieadſhip Thad formerly had with Caflander, and his Brother Tolas , when I had 
ferved Antipater in the War againftjthe valiant Agis, King of the Lacedemonians , 
it had nor been fo light,but that the remembrance otit was {ill very dear to me; and 
lince I was neceſlarily obliged to take one party , the juſtice of both being unknown tg 
me, LIhad reaſon to prefer that of my ancient Friend , before the other , of ſuch as 
were meer ſtrangers. I was travelling toward Babylon with this delign , when I 
was (topt by ſome Horſemen of your Army, and when, upon the Bank of the Euphra- 
tes,I ran ſome careers, with reaſonable good ſucceſs againſt a great many gallant men : 
You know what the iflue of then was, and how,by the frank civility of thoſe worthy 
perſons,I was conduRted to the Gates of the City z and you ſhall learn, that afſoon 
as I made my ſelf known to Callander , and that I had told him how deſirous I was 
to ſerve him, he received me with acclamations of joy and tranſport, and gave me the 
moſt affeionate welcomel could expe& from my moſt paſſionate Friend : He pre- 
ſented me to Roxana,Perdiccas, Seleucus, and other the moſt conſiderable men of their 
party ; and at his recommendation; T was received by them all, with civilities which I 
had not merited. Caflander made an abſolute confidencewith me, and would needs 
have me ſhare the command with him in all places, that was a thing that readred me 
moſt perfetly criminal, by giving me occalion to draw my ſword againſt my Princeſs : 
in the firſt Encounter that pafled, you know that our Combat , after having, been ob- 
Rinately diſpated, was interrupted by Caſſander, who judging that againſt ſo terrible 
an Enemy, I ſtood in need of his aſiiſtance, came ruſhing upon you behind with his 
Horſe: I have a great deal of cauſe (ſaid the Queenzinterrupting Orontes) to remem- 
ber that Encounter, lince by an a&ion full of generoſity you teſtihed the greatneſs of 
your courage, in oppolins the fury of Caflander , who bit for your. hindrance would 
have made me end my lite under his Horſes feet. Irendred you what was dueunto your 
valour, (replyed Orontes) but by that ation of Caflanders, 1 loſt part of the -efteem 
and friendſhip I had bora him ; it was much diminiſhed a few dayes after by the 4ccu- 
ſation that was publiſhed againſt him , of having poyſoned his Kins whereof he vid 
not clear himſelf ſo well, but that I entred into great ſuſpici6ns of it ; and if after» 
ward I ſhared in command with him at the Bartel , it was rather by the O_ 
of my honour, than by that of the affeRion I Rill had lefr to him. About that time, 
I had a deſire to ſee the great Arſaces, and though ke ſhewed himſelf to very few, 
and that he avoided ſociety out of a ſad melancholly humour , like that of mine, he 


was pleaſed not to diſdain my viſit ; and when he had learned who I was, he made ex- 
traordinary 
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traordinary much of me, and gave me marks of a particular afteCtion; yet conld he not 
hear my name without teſtifying by ſome alteration that appeared in lus face , that he 
was concerned in it ſome way or other;The cauſe was itill unknown to me , but by the 
kindneſles I received from that great man, and by the inclination which his high vertue 
and the admirable qualities of his perſon bred in me,I was ſo firmly tied to him,that from 
thence forward it was his conlideration more than that of Callander, that kept me in the 
party I had choſen; Ihappened to be with him, when a Trumpet came to ſpeak with 
him from Lylimachus ; and then remembring that I had begua a Combat againft chat 
Prince upon the Banks of Euphrates , Iwas glad to take that occalion to ſee Im again, 
being he had a companion with him , and that I might thereupon take the pretence to 
wait upon Arlaces likewiſe. He oppoſed not the intention I had todo ſo, and it was in 
thatenterview, my fair Queen, that I came to know you;that you alſo knew me, that I 
ſaw marks of your juſt diſpleaſure , and that you ſaw the eftetts of thar ingratitnde my 
errour had cauſed. O Gods ! What were my thoughts, when I had eſcaped your lawfull 
indignation 2 In what manner did I receive that blow of Fortune , which by ſo un- 
looked for an encounter made me find that perſon, whoſe very memory I had fled from 
to the utmoſt parts of all the world ? I fell into a confultion which all the words of the 
world are not able to expreſs , and I continued the relt of that day almoſt quite deprived 
of reaſon and underitanding : Aſloon as I began to open my eyes upon that effett of my 
deſtiny, I fell into diſcourſes as range as that adventure ſeemed to be. After I had longs 
complained of my ill fortune, which yet preſented me that cruel enemy , whoſe light 1 
thought I had eſcaped, for all the remainder of my dayes;] refleed upon the anger you 
had ſhewed,which had made you attempt that againſt me, which in probability I ſhould 
have attempted againſt you, if the reſpect of your ſex, aud thefremnants of my paſſion, 
had not eppoſed it. How is it pollible, ( ſaid I ) that being ſo guilty, ſhe would make as 
if ſhe were ſo much offended? Can one lingle Letter ( for it is only from that Letterher 
choler can proceed) have kindled ſo exceſſive a fury in ter,who by ſo black an infidelity 
had given me ſo great cauſe to write it 2 Could I take a more gentle revenge upon ſuch a 
perfidiouſnels as hers? And in baniſhing my ſelf for ever from her light, did I not do a 
ood office to a perſon, who in her lait affe&tions had reſerved nothing but hatred or n- 
—— for me?By what actions then have I provoked her to theſe extremities of rage 
againſt me? Ah ! without doubt (ſaid I again )ſhe would give me my death, to diſpatch 
out of the world this witneſs of her infidelity;ſhe will not ſuffer him to continue amongſt 
men, who before the eyes of all men can blaſt her wich ſo many black reproaches, and 
ſince rhe _—_— injury ſhe hath dope him , hath not been ſufhcient to drive him to his 
rave , ſhe reſolves toſend him thither with her own hands : Let us give her then this 
Fatisfation, and let us glut her with this blood, whereof ſhe appears to be ſo thirſty ; 
Let us offer to the poynt of her ſharp Sword, this nan ſpirited heart , which, as 
unworthy as ſhe is , hath (tll preſerved her Image : Let us make her kill this Tha- 
leſtris , which we conſerve there whether we will or no ; and let us by her own 
Arms deſtroy this ypworthy remembrance , which: ſo legitimate Reſentments 
have not. beea able to extinguiſh, But why ? ( added I a little after ) why ſhould 
I give ſuch a contentment to my mortal Enemy ? .By what right can I owe it, 
either to her , or to ſome new-come Lover , that hath taken up my place in her 
aftetion? Ah! Let us be ſatisfied, with having ſuffered, without revenge, the hor- 
rid uſage we havg received ; and if we cannot reſolve to oppoſe our Arms againit 
her vialence, let us diſpoſe our ſelf to flye from her afreſh > and to fly from her 
as far as there is day, This was my reſolution , and I ſhould inſtantly have put 
it 41 execution , if I had not ſeen a Battle ſo near , which I could not go away 
from without infamy ; I was at it therefore , as you know I ſaw you there - 1 
fled before you , and ſavedmy life from your fury , as I had done ar the firſt en- 
, counter ; -but this lalt confirmed me in the purpoſe of getting me gone , fearing 
in the occaſions in which I might happen to. be every day againſt you , not to 
dye by your hand , but perchance to wound you with mine , without knowing 
you » Which wonld have been the utmoſt effet of my ill tortune. With this in- 
tention , 1;left the Cangp of your Enemies , not taking leave of any body ; and 
42 v1 it 
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it was the day you found me, by the fide of thar Fountain, where I was faln 
aſleep , and whereI ſtaid for Laſcaris , whom I had left betind , to diſpatch ſome 
little .buſineG that concerned our journey : There it was, Madam., that your 
goodneſs, and my crime, were made manifeſt; there ir was, that you ſpared 
mea life, which I ought to have loſt a thouſand rimes ; there it was , that L ceaſed 
to be innocent , by coming to know that you were fo; and there it was , in fine , 
that my reſeatmeats vaniſhed, to give way to my Repentance. Tue teitimony ot 
that Prince , whereby you were but too fully jaſtified, added to the means he gave 
e of clearins my doubts with your very enemies; that fainting wherewith you were 
ſcized,out of ann exceſs of grief , for the bloudy and injurious reproach I uſed againſt 
you ; and that coldaefs, into which,by a great Tranquility of Conſcience, you paſſed 
within a minute a* 2, opened my eyes ſuthciently to make me know , Thar I alone 
was crimina! ,* 'a*:! har I was unworthy of this life which you had lefr me meerly out 
of contempt ; and i aad raken it away with my own hands, if by an oath , inviolable 
among the Scytiuans, Prince Oroondates had not engaged me to live. Scarce was_I 
gone trom him hve or lix hundred paces, when I met Laſcaris; he foand a dilturbance in 
my face, aud being I loved lum dearly, 1 made him acquainted with the cauſe, and gave 
kim a true relation of all that adventure. After he 2d coniidered that event , inftead 
of veins afflicted tor my crimes, he found matter of coulolation for me init, and would 
need; perſwade mezthat my fortune was a great deal better in my Princefles innocence, 
than in mine own : He argued , that tince nothing but the opinion I had had to your 
diſadvantaze, had been the cauſe of all my miſerics, I, by lolins char, lott a!fo the oc- 
calion I uad had ro account my ſelf miferable ; and that it,by an errour, Srounded upon 
appearances that were great enough, I had offended you, I mighr hope tor yqur pardory, 
by che alliſtance Prince Orooadates had promiſed me, and by the ſervices I misat ren- 
der you. I found ſome reafon in his difcourſe,& could not withour a marvellons comforc 
imacine, that my Queen was innocent of that infidelity,whereofI had accuſcd her: Bur 
that ſarisfaQtion was quickly counterbalanced by my remorſe, and I was no more ceatly 
handled by it, than I had been before by my anger and my jealoutie. My Lore being 
returned with all its powers, repreſented my crime ſo horrible, that I could net look 
upon my ſelf bur as a Monilter unworthy of the light, nor could I longer endure it , -but 
with grief, and from that moment began to flye it, and to ſeek oat darkneſs, as more 
asreeable to the condition of my foul. Thatwocd , from whence younow have drawn 
me, preſenting it ſelf unto my fight, I tirne@my Reps that way\ 'and ſceekins the mot 
remote and gloomy parts of it, I round that place ſo ſuitable tomy humour, that I ſpent 
the relt of the day there, and thewhole night, Laſcaris nor being able ro draw me out 
of it : The next morning, I accidentally light 1pon that Cave, where I lince have made 
my abode ; and having with my Sword Cat away ſome Branches that Ropt the entrance 
of it, I no ſooner had ſer foor within it, but found it very proper for my habication ; 
all things were conformable to the horrour that ſerled it ſelf in my ſol, and that place 
was ſo deſart, and ſo ont of the way of hamane ſociety, that I believed the Gods had 
miraculonſly guided me thicher ; yet was it not that reaſon alone that (tayed me there, 
for what commodiouſneſs ſoever I found in that Retreat , I ſhould without doubt have 
fled furcher from you1g if I hadnot been'recained by another conlideration. I thoaghc 
that in the occalions you hazarded your felt in every day, you might fall into danger of 
your life ; and I believed, that being near you,l might watch an opportunity to preſerve 
it, for an expiation of ſome part of my offences , and that, peradventure , the Gods 
would afford me means of doing ſomething profitably for your ſervice. Laſcaris did 
not diſapprove that thought, and from that time, having ſaluted that favorable Cave as 
the plice of my future dwelling, I began to. tak? poſſeſſion of it ; Laſcaris behind it made 
a kind of a Hovel for our Horſes, & we fell to work together to make Beds,upon which 
. lince we have lain. The ſecond day, I ſent Laſcaris to a little Town, not far off,to set the 
device of my Shield wip'dour, and the colour of my Arms changed, by which I might - 
have been known : He alſo brought back ſome provilions , bur I made little uſe of tnem, 
and have lived forthe moſtpart of wild fruits, which we cathered in the wood, There 
palled tew dayes that I ſent not Laſcaris to yo 'r Camp, to lzarn if there were any occa- 
1190, 
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lion,in which you might beemployed;& 'twas by the intelligence he gaveme;that I came 
to the Battel, and that keeping my ſelf concealed under Arms, in which I was not 
known, I had the means to be near you, to fight for your defence, and to retire with the 
ſame facility : I did the ſame to day, by the news he brought me yeſterday of what was 
to be done in your Army ; and in theſe two Encounters, the ardent prayers I made unto 
the Gods, won them ro be ſo favourable to me, thar they guided me miraculouſly for 
your deliverance. To tell you now in what faſhion 1 lived in my ſolitude, were but 
ſuperfluous, ſince you to day have ſeen enough to inform you of it, and that you may 
partly gueſs it, by the alteration of my face. I have paſleddayes and nishts there that 
were ſufficiently cruel to me, but yet too gentle for a reparation of ſo hainous Crimes, 
and for ſo glorious a Recompence. I fed almoſt altogether upon thoſe wild Fruits, 
though Laſcaris ſomerimes.brought other provilions frem the Camp : I often talked of 
yoil to inſenlible witneſſes ; I ſighed, and powred forth tears, that were enough perhaps 
co have waſhed away the guiltof any other fault but mine, 
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@ RKontes had ſomething more to ſay for the conclulion of his diſ- 
courle, but they were then come to the entrance of the Camp, 
and he ſeemed to have juſtly meaſured the length of his reci- 
tal with that of the way : The Queen would alſo have re- 
plyed many things upon his laſt words, if ſhe could have ex- 
prefled her thoughts to him without a great number of wit- 
nefles ; ſhe theretore contented her? ſelf with diſcovering 
part of them by glances that were full of ſweetneſs, and 
with giving him her hand once more in token of an eternal 
reconciliation : They alighted at Prince Oroondates his Tent when darkneſs began to 
overſpread the earth, and there,with the Princes of Perſia and Scythia,they found Ly- 
limachus, Prolomeus , Oxyartes, Eumenes, Demetrius, and Polyperchon, and with 
them the Princeſles Berenice, Deidamia, Barlina, and Cleone. Afloon as Thaleſtris 
appeared, the Princes roſe to meet her, as well ro pay her their civilities, as to teſtifie 
the diſquiet her ſudden departure had cauſed in them ; but when they ſaw Orontes 
whom ſhe led in by the hand, they loſt ſome part of the intentiveneſfs, wherewith 
they looked upon the Queen, to fix it particularly upon that Prince. He was preſently 
known by Artaxerxes and Oroondates , but they were ſurpriſed to ſee him with 
that fair Queen, who a few dayes betore had ſhewed fo violent a hatred againſt him, 
that they knew not what they ſhould conjzefure of that adventure, nor in what man- 
ner they ſhould abord him. Thaleſtris, who perceived their aſtoniſhment , having a 
mind to put them quickly out of it , and ftriving to overcome the baſhfullneſs that 
broke forth in her bluſhes : This is not, ſaid ſhe, that injurious Enemy,againſt whom 
you have ſeen me animated with ſo vehement an indignation; but 'tis the defender of 
my li:e, who in the laſt Battle, and in the Combat to day, appeared miraculouſly to 
ſucconr me ; I Leiiev'd that theſe obligations, added to a repentance capable to waſh 
oat greater faults than his, might countervail the offences he had done me, and there- 
npaa I forgot my own intereſts for yours, and have conquered my refentments to 
bring a maninto your Party, whoſe valour isnot to be deſpiſed. There was no need 
of ſaying more to the Princes, to make them know the truth of that adventurezand the 
Queen had hardly ended theſe words , when Prince Oroondates running to Orontes 
with open arms : Coutin, ſaid he, Ipraiſe the gods for your return , and rejoice at 
your happy ſucceſs, as much as if it were my own. Orontes receiving thoſe endear- 
ments with a great deal of reſpe& , was going to reply , when Prince Artaxerxes pre- 
vented him, and pulling him out of Oroondates his arms : That friendſhip, ſaid he z 
which was granted me among our enemies, mult not be refuſed me from the kinſman 
of my Princeſs , and from him who ſo worthily bears that firit name, under which I 
came acquainted with my deareſt brother. Orontes who knew Arſaces to be Artax- 
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erxes , and whodurins the abode he had made in his Grot had learnt thetruth of his 
ſtory by the report of Laſcaris » anſwered his kindneſſes with much ſubmiſſion ; buc 
they were interrupted by Lylimachus,who cemanded his part as well as the reſt in the 
friendſhip of that valiant man, whoſe Forces he had already tried , and whoſe vertue 
he infinitely eſteemed,as well by the recital he had heard of his life,as by what he knew 
of it himſelt ; Prolomeus, Demetrius, Eumenes, Oxyartes, and Polyperchon, to whom 
that famous \{{ranger ( who under the terrible enlign of the Vultures bad done ſuch 
gallant ations againſt them ) was already very well known »* Came preſling about hit, 
fo begin a more particular acquaintance , and embraced him one after another with 
marks of a marvellous eſteem. The Princeſs Berenice , to whom the firit years of 
their lives, and their neatneſs of kindred gave particular inclinations of good will 
and who beſides was very affeRionately concern'd in the affairs of Queen Thaleſtris, 
opening her ſelf a paſſage among the Princes : What Coutin, ſaid ſhe, and ſhall 
not I have my ſhare in the common ſatisfa&tion? I who amongſt my neareſt kinſmey 


have ever very eſpecially eſteemed you,and who love you itill morefor inclinations you ' 


have had,than for the ſervices you have done to this fair Queen,to whom I have given 
a part of my ſelf : By the example of Berenice, Deidamia, Barlina, and Cleone ſalu- 
ted Orontes very civilly, and when he was got tree of thoſe firſt, receptions, coming 
back to the Prince of Scythia and Perla ; great Princes, ſaid he rothem, -I am un- 
worthy of the honour you do me, and ſhould be confounded at it , if Fdid not know 
that this day to me is full of glorious events, and that this ſame fortune which draws 
meout of the Grave to reſtore me to life again, and to give mE my Prihceſs, gives 
me alſo,in the eſteem of ſuch eminent Perſons , a glory that may eſtabliſh my higheſt 
felicity. You ever deſerv'd it,replyed Oroondates,but you have made your ſelf more 
worthy of it by your laſt aftions,than by thoſe which made you be condemned of your 
beſt friends ; and that which makes you merit Thaleſtris, may juſtly make you merit 
the affeions of vertuous perfons. For my part , dear coulin ( went he on embracing 
him) I confeſs I had very great reſentments againſt you, but that repentance which 
has obtained the pardon of this fair Queen, and the obligation we have to you in 
what you have done for her ſafety, reſtore you my affection intirely. The remorſe I 
have felt,anſwered Orontes,for the offences I had committed againſt my Queen, have 
been 'accompanied with a ſorrow for having born Arms againſt the Party of my 
Prince; but as I may excuſe my errour of the faults I did againit my Love, my ig- 
norance alſo was the cauſe of thoſe I did againſt my duty, and fro the very minute I 
was cured of both , I paſs'd from my crime intoa ſudden and ſevere repentance, Let's 
talk no longer of your faults, added Prince Artaxerxes , lince ſhe who therein has the 


principal intereſtis willing to forget them, and (ince thenoble ations you have done |: 


in her favour , ought more juſtly , and niore worthily,to poſleſs your remembrance. 
Orontes never wants the power { interrupted the fair Queen)to ſave the life of Thale- 
Kris, he has done that twice or thrice in your preſence which he had done before 
upon the walls of Phriney, and in the Priſon of Neobarzanes. Alas ! ſaid Orontes,(not 
ſuffering her to proceed ) how happy am I in having done theſe petty ſervices for ſo 
Sood and ſo gratefull a Princeſs , and how different would my deſtiny be from what 
It 13, if you ſhould judge me with ſeverity? They had enlarged themſelves further in 
this converſation, if every body had not paſſionately deſired to hear the truth of that 
encounter from the Queen,and if the Princeſs Berenice,ſeconded by her Brother,and 
by her ſervant,had nor preſſed her toit very earneſtly. Thaleſtris diſpoſed her ſelf to 
obey them, and though ſhe could not do it without bluſhing, nor without making ap- 
pear ſome inward diſturbance in many places of her diſcourſe , ſhe made them a full 
recital of that adventure,and by relating the words of Orontes, the place of his abode, 
and the condition ſhe had found him in,drew tears from the eyes of the moſt hard hear- 
ted. She was making an end of her diſcourſe, when Araxes, Hippolita, Menalippa , 
and ſome other Amazones,who had been abroad to ſeek her , came into theTent;if 
Hy ppolita was aſtoniſhed to meet Orontes there , Menalippa and her companions 
were ſo a great deal more, when in his face they ſaw all the teature ot Orithia's, and 


when they found a man in the perſon of that valiant Lady , who had liv'd fo long a- 
monsſt 
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mongſt them ; not but that they had heard ſome rumor of it, both in their Countrey 
after their Queens departure, and in tae Camp tince their arrival there; but they had 
found ſo little probaoility in taat adventure, that they ftood in need of ſuch a con-- 
firmation as that , tolend a perfect belief to that report. They knew not at firit 
how they ſhould receive ſuch a Metamorpholis ; but in the end, being they bore a 
creat deal of aftection, aud reſpect unto their Queen, they ſubmitted to her inclina- 
zi09s, and not judging that her love to Orontes reach'd tothe deſtroying of their Laws 
and Cuſtoms, they approv'd it without diſcontent, not being able to condemn any 
chiog in it, if it were Platonick ; and it it went beyond thoſe limits, they had as little 
cauſe to diſlike that ſhe ſhonld give them a Queen to ſucceed her of the bloud of a 
Prince, whoſe vertue was very well known, and wiſe perſon had ever been very dear 
ro them ; although they conceal'd part of their thoughts before that illuſtrious com- 
pany they declared the reſt by endearments full of aite&ion, which they gaveto their 
antient companion. 

And Orontes knowins Menalippa, and with her ſome other women , whom for- 
merly ſhe had cheriſh'd and eſteem'd, embraced them with motions full of tenderneſs, 
and ſhewed them great expreſſions of his firlt afteion. Valiant Menalippa, ſaid he, 
to what will you condemn this deceitfull Orithia, who under falſe appearances abuſed 
your friendſhip ? We will condemn her, anſwered Menalippa , to love us as ſhe has 
done heretotore, and that's al! the puniſhment we can impole upon this generous im- 

ſer, to whom we owe the ſafety of our Queen. Hippolira had her full ſhare in the 
kindneſfles of Orontes, and Laſcaris renewed his friendſhips and his acquaintance a- 
mons the Amazones, The arrival of Orontes, and the fatisfa&tion of Thaleſtris , be- 
ing very conliderable to that illuſtrious company, made the whole evenings entertain- 
ment, and after having ſpent it in a converſation which afforded them matter enough, 
they all retired into their Chambers to take their uſual 'reſt.- Orontes was lodged in 
Prince Orondates his Tents, Artaxerxes would have no other quarter , but being the 
Ten:s were very ſpacious, they had their Chambers apart with conveniency ; the 
Princeſses lay near them within the ſame incloſure, though their lodgings were ſepar- 
ated, only Apamia, and Arlſinoe were retir'd to their Husbafids , :and even Thaleſftris 
leavins Menalippa to command in the Amazones quarter,would not forſake Berenice, 
Deidamia, and Barſina, with whom ſhe laid alide her warlike humour, to live in a ſo- 
ciety more conformable to their Sex. TH 

During that night, and the beginning of the next day, the workmen, who were in 
hand with the Bridges, haitened their bulineſs with ſuch diligence, that wwo hours be- 
fore noon they drew near the other bank, and onely ſtayed / rs Forces that were to 
ſuſtain them, and that were to land, to place the laſt Boats, and to finiſh the work. 
Demetrius, who remembred the imployment he was to havetliat:day, had begun it in 
the duties of a Captain experienc'd above his age, and uſing the clear lightsof his un- 
derſtanding, had begun to pnt that in prattice, which afterward he executed with ſo 
much reputation ; he took a carefull review of thoſe forces that had been aſhgn'd bim, 
and having drawn them up in Battalia,upon the Bank of the river,he divided thoſe that 
were to paſs over to the other ſide inBoats,from thoſe that were to goupon the bridg, 
at the head of which he meant tofight himſelf againſt thoſe that ſhould oppoſe bis dit- 
cent. Alexander and Menelaus, to whom the other Bridge was aſlign'd, laboured 
on their (1de with the ſame care ; but when Demetrius had taken ſacl order as . was 
neceſsary upon the Bank, he reſolved to beſtow the time he had left, before there was 
matter to employ him, in viſiting Deidamiaz the remembrance of that' fair Princeſs 
never forſook him for a moment, and conſidering that the chance of war might make 
him fall in the peril to which he was going to expoſe himſelf, he demanded of his love 
a little more courage than ordinary, that he _ be able to make proteſtations to his 
Princeſs, which peradventure were to be the lait of his life : in this reſolution com- 
pleatly arm'd, he turn'd his ſteps towards the Tent where the was, but not without 
being much more afraid of that occaſion, than of the other to which he was 'deftined. 
Being no reaſon had oblig'd him to conceal his paſſion, it was then unknown- to very 
tew, every body approv'd of it, all the Princes and Princefses favoured him init, and 
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Antigonus who with much joy had ſeen the memory of Hermiore die in his thoughts, 


had not oppos'd the birth of a more lawfull affe&tion, and condemn'd rothivs but the . 


violences that troubled his repoſe, and were prejudicial to his health. When Deme- 
trius came into Deidamia's Chamber, Barſina and Prolomeus were with her, and were 
witneſles of their ſalutation, and of their firſt words ; but as they were two very dil- 
creet perſons, and knew Demetrius. his paſſion, they quickly took a _preterce to 
withdraw, and left him alone with the Princeſs and her Maids, who out of reſpect kept 
at the further end of the room. Demetrius had then all manuer of liberty to entertain 
her, if his profound reſpeR, and the fear of diſplealing her, had not taken away ſome 
part of his confidence ; yet being he had broken through the firlt difficulties, and knew 
the goodneſs of that Princeſs, which made him judge the had ro averl.on agairſt him, 
and that nothing but the remembrance of Agis ftorbad him acceſs unto her heart, he 
recolle&ed a little boldneſs, and looking upon her with eyes in which his thoughts 
were painted ; Madam (ſaid he) I were unworthy of the employment that has been 
given me for this day, if, to diſcharge it, ] ſhould yot {eek all that may contribute to 
the advantage of my party; to make me conquer, 'tis not enough for me to command 
valiant men, to be inſpired with glorious examples, and to have my elf ſome little cou- 


rage and valour ; all this may be amongſt our enemies, and by the ſame advantages + 


they may diſpute the viRtory againſt me : But how valiant ſoever they are, they will 
but vainly oppole our forces, if in this occalion I be avow'd by Deidamia, and if I may 
march on to the encounter with ſome belief, that in favour of me, you will take ſome 


intereſt in the ſucceſs of it. Give me (my adored Princeſs) a victory that depends on - 


you, and ſuffer me to make my companions hope, that if Demetrius be yours by your 
ownins him, he'l hew them out a pallage to day, toth to the other tide of Euphrates, 
and even.into the gates of Babylon ; 1am coritrain'd, Madan, ro touch you by the 
conlideration of our whole party, becauſe by my own alone, I cannot lawtully hope 
for theſe effeats of your goodneſs, The Princeſs hearkred with trouble to this dif- 
courſe of Demetrius, and if ſhe had not been prepoſlclied with a great deal of c{tecm, 
"nay, and.even with a great deal of good will toward him, ſhe had notlent him ſo quiet 
an attention ; ſhe ligh'd afloon as he had made an end of ſpeaking, and beholding him 
with an eye in which,throwgh ſome reſentment; he obſerv'd a great ceal of gentleneſs, 
How cruel you are (ſaid'ſhe) to perliſt in. the deſign of afflicting me! and what an 
unjuſt violence you uſe upon me, in conſtraining me to complain of a Prince whoſe 
perſon I infinitely.elteem, and whoſe compaſſion was moſt obliging to me , while ir 


appear'd to be withovt intereſt! That gift you make me of your ſelf, would be a very 


conſiderable one to me, if I were in a condition to receive it, and you ought not to de- 
mand that of me, by the conſideration of your Party , which your own alone might 
make you worthily to hope for,from a heart leſs prepoſleſied than mine. Content 
your ſelf, my Lord Demetrius, with this Declaration, and that I onely (tile that in you 
an unjuſt perſeverance, which, from any other man but your ſelf, I ſhould receive as a 
cruel perſecution ; you haveno need of my favour to overcome your enemies, it 
wad! be fatal to you in the combat, and fortune,my cruel enemy, would undoubted- 
ly make you periſh, if you were own'd by Deidamia. That glory (replyed Demetrius) 
would be more advantageous to me than victory, and 1 account Agis more glorious, 
and more fortunate in hisdeath, than he was in the whole courſe of his life ; Alas ! 
(continued he with a ſigh) bow much reaſon has he to be pleas'd in the lower ſhades 
with that perſeverance, which perchance with more juſtice than you , I might call 
more unjuſt than mine, if I were not withheld by my reſpeR, and by my ſubmſſiion to 
all your thoughts! *Tis by that ſtrange prepoſleſiion that my fortune is the more de- 
plorable; and my deſtiny would be fuch more = rw » if that affeftion, you op- 
poſe me with, had a reaſonable foundation, if it had a true and real obje&t , an objet 
that could take it vp, and an object that could make uſe of the advantages which are 
refus'd me. You complain unjuſtly,anſwered Deidamia,of a thing wherein you ought 
to find. your conſolation, and your fortune (if you confine it to the thoughts I have 
of you)-would be a great deal worſe than it is , if that 'precedency which I onely 
Sive to-what is now no more, were granted to living perſons ; you have at leaft this 
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ſatisfaction, that there is no man in the world more favour'd , nor more eſteem'd, by 
me than Prince Demetrius ; and you will yet have a more pertect one , wken I ſhall 
cell you, That there is none before whom I would not preter you, if the Gods had left 
me in a condition to have ſtill the liberty of making a choice, and of giving a prece- 
dence ; the little power I have to ceal more tavourably with you, obliges me to 
make you this conteſſion freely, which perchance coes injure Decency and Modeſty ; 
but you may be pleaſed to content your ſelf with it , and rever to dehire any thing 
more from her, of whom, without morrally affliging her, you can ask nothing further, 
I will delire death then, replyed the amorous Prince, and in this Combat I am going 
to, Ile ſeek for death, by the example of happy Agis, inſtead of that victory I had de- 
manded of you ; you alone had interrupted the purpoſe I had to die for Hermione,and 
I never reſolved to live, till I reſolved tolive for you ; but fince you abandon that life 
to deſpair, which I had reſcued trom the arms of death to offer you, Ile go and IVC it 
to that perſeverance you oppoſe agairſt me, and make a Sacritice of it to happy Agis, 
that I may compleat che glory of lus cefſtiny, Tis with chat intention alone.l now g0 
from you, and in giving you the lalt farewell,I proteſt to you,that this day ſhall be the 
laft wherein you ſhall ſee your ſelf expoſed to may cruel perſecutiors. 

Demetrius uttered theſe words with ſo ſorrowfull a countenance, and accompani- 
ed them with an action ſo little common, that Deidamia was troubled at them , and 
remembring the wofull adiew ſhe had received from the unfortunate Agis , which ac- 
cording to hispromiſe had really prov'd the lafty ſhe found ſo much conformity inthe 
actioin, and in the words,of thoſe two Princes,that ſhe was afraid for Demetrius of the 
ſame ſucceſs, and of the ſame efteRts of deſpair,whiclr had deprived her of the other, 
and which had made her weep away ſo many tedious dayes. In this apprehenſion, 
being mollified even to the ſhedding ſome tears at that fatal remembrance, ſhe ſaid 
Demetrius, who was already goins from her, and _ him- with a look ſomething 
more co:ceraed than ordinary : Whether you feign, ſaid ſhe, or ſpeak really, I will 
not have you die ; and I have cauſes of grief already, without your giving of menew 
ones by your death, Iwithout doubt ſay fomerthins more than I ſhould; but to com- 
pleat my faults if it be true that I have any power over you, I employ it all in com- 
manding you to live, that you may give me the affiftances you have promiſed me, The 
ſorrow which before was painted in Demetrius his face, was partly diſlipated by theſe 
words; and *twas not with a light alteration he found by the diſcourſe , and by the 
countenance of bis Princeſs, that his life was not indifferent to her. He ſhewed ma- 
ny ſigns of that ſudden effe&t of his hopes, and bowing to the Princeſs in a very ſub- 
miſiive manner ; My life, replyed he, is not worth one of your tears, and by fo rich a 
price it would be too highly paid for ; but though I werenot obliged toobedience by 
the Empire you have over me, certainly I owe to theſe marks of your good nature,the 
conſervation of a life, from which,by an acceſs of goodneſs, you are pleaſed to draw 
{ome ſervice. I will live then Madam, if the Gods will have it ſo, lince you command 
me, but ic ſhall be no longer than I can do it without troubling , and wirhout diſplea- 
ling you. After theſe words he took his leave of her, and having again obſerved that 
ſhe was not without fear for his ſafety, he went out of the Chamber with ſome kind of 
hopes, wherewith he ſuffered himſelf to be plealingly flattered. He was going to the 
place where he was expeRted by his men, when hemet the Prince of the Maflagetes, 
who remembring with trouble that he had done nothing but harm to a party for whicly 
he believed all he could be able to do was leſs than he was obliged to, had; from the 
Princeſs, and from Queen Thaleftris,obtained permiſſion to fight that day in company 
with Demetrius. That Prince received him with an exceeding great joy , and. though 
hecon{ider'd perhaps,with ſome emulation,that the preſence of ſo valiant a man would 
eclipſe part of his glory, yet did he give him no knowledge of it that was not very ob= 
liging. Thefe two brave warriours placed themſelves at the head of thoſe ſoldiers that 
were to follow them : Alexander and Menelaus did the ſame on their (ide, and all the 
Princes bemg come upon the bank of the River,ſet che forces in a readineſs to ſecond 
them,and without ſtirring from the ſhore, ſaw them, partly upon the bridge,and partly 
in boats, draw near to the other, which was 5uarded by their Enemies. 

The 
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The too Sreatnumber of our combats will not permit an account of the circumſtan- 
ces of this , particulars whereof after ſo many ſuch like narrations would perchance 
be of a tedious length ; it will ſuthce to ſay that Orontes and Demetrius being come 
near tothe other Bank without any hindrance,tound it over ſpread with enemies,who 
diſputed the deſcent with a tout oppolition ; but being that raey were valiant among 
the valianteſt , that Love made them act with extraordinary torces , and that they 
were generouſly ſeconded, they opened their pallages at lait by the death of a great 
many men, and made it clear for the Souldiers wherewith the ſhore was quickly cove- 
red ; as ſoon as they could fight againſt their enemies with more equality than before, 
they broke into rhem with a marvelous vigour,and ſcattered ſo many dead bodies a- 
bout the field, that Peuceltas,who commanded on that {1de, as he had done the day be- 
fore, ſeeins that Fortune was contrary, and believing that if he ſhould Ray the arrival 
of all thoſe forces which were coming againſt him,and under which the bridge ſcems 
ed to groan in every place, he ſhould not have a free return unto the Town , made 
his retreat as well as he could poſſibly, and leaving a good part of his men either kill'd 
or taken priſoners, got to the gates of Babylon with reaſonable haſte. The two con- 
quering Princes not being ſatisfied with that brave ſucceſs, advanced within light of 
the walls, toward the other ſide where Alexander and Menelaus tought, and marching 
round that part of the City which ſtood beyond the River , they prepared to go and 
fall upon the Rear of them that diſputed the victory againit their companions. That 
relief came to them very ſeaſonably , for they had found fo Rift a reliftance on their 
fide, that they were in doubt,with reaſon, of the ſucceſs of the day, although they had 
donea thouſand valiant aftions;but Ariſton who commanded their Enemies , had no 
ſooner ſeen Demetrius his Van appear , but Tearing to be charged on both lides , he 
quitted the field,and leaving them a free deſcent, retired toward the City as Peuceſtas 


had done. Inthat rout many of his men loſt their lives, either tighting or flying, and . 


the vitorions Princes purſued the runawayes to the very gates of Babylon. As ſoon 
as the paſſage was clear, the forces deſtined to encamp on that f:de paſied over quietly, 
and before Sun-ſet the Army was equally divided on both banks. That part that had 
croſſed the River, took three ſeveral poſts oppolite to thoſe on the other tide, and ob- 
ſerved the very ſame order. Antigonus commanded that toward the Eaſt over againſt 
Craterus, Eumenes that toward the North over againſt Oxyartes ,. and Polyperchon 
toward the Weſt, within fight of that of Artabaſus. All the other Princes remained in 
their former quarters, but having free paſlage over the Bridges, they viſited one ano- 
ther every day, and went to each ſeveral poſt according as their preſence was neceſla- 
ry. Tae young Demetrius, and the valiant Prince of the Maſlagetes, received the prai- 
ſes that were due to them from the whole Army, and if Thaleſtris openly took 1nte- 
reſt inthe reputation of Orontes, Deidamia could not chuſe but be ſecretly concerned 
in that of Demetrius. The Princeſfles were lodged together,and though they had their 
Chambers apart, their whole quarter was encompaſied with a wall of Canvas , and 
that little encloſure was defended by a very ſtrong guard which kept watch continu- 
ally for their ſafety. There was the uſual Rendezvouzes of the Princes, and there it 
was they paſſed the greateſt part of thoſe dayes they had free from aQtion. Arſaces at 
Berenice's feet: enjoyed the felicity that had been interrupted by his abſence, and by 
his jealoulie ; Orontes at thoſe of Thaleſtris endeavoured to repair his former faults, 
and his former ſufferings: Demetrins with very great aſfiduity, combated againſt the 
fatal thoughts of Deidamia; and Barlina, who in appeatarce was in a different condi- 


tion from thoſe of her companions, fail'd not,among ſogreat a number of Princes, to - 


find illuſtrious adorers, That beauty,attended with all the graces that could ſet ir off, 
had been but a little while among perſons capable of ſenſe and underſtanding , with- 
out producing its ordinary effects, and many of thoſe gallant men were already touch- 
ed for her with a pain, the expreſſion whereof, reſpe& made'them leaye to. their looks 
andiighs. Amongſt them all, Prince Oroondates, who was no leſs interefled in Bar- 
lina's affairs than in his own, took particular notice of Prince Oxyartes, and obſerving 
part of what he had done in his preſence ſince Barſma's arrival, diſcovered that his in- 
clinations to that Princeſs were far from indifferency; heneither came near ar nor 

Pake 
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ſpake ro her without changing colour;but that efte&t had been fo ſudden , that it wag 
ealic to judge this lalt light had rather revived his ancient flames, than kindled new 
ones in him. This imagination made the Prince of Scythia call old remembrances to 
mind,and oy little and lictle brought into his memory the diſcourſes he had heard be- 
tore Barlina's Marriage, concerning Oxyartes his aftection to her ; but being in thoſe 
days he took no particular intereſt in her fortune, he had been ignorant of thoſe paſla- 
ves,or had heard chem butvery lightly. He theretore had then a delire to inform him- 
{elf more fully of chat bulineſs, and he believed he had credit enough with Barſinazto 
demand ſome truſt in what concerned her, and to oblige her to tell him freely all he 
had a mind to know. Prince Oxyartes, for all he was Darius his Brother, was but ten 
years older than his Nephew Prince Artaxerxes, he was then hardly above ux and 
chirty, there were few men in the world that were of fairer ſtature , of a more plea- 
ling countenance, or of a braver and more majeſtick faſhion ; in his garb, and in all 
his actions, there appeared ſomething extreamly ſuitable to-the greatneſs of his birth, 
and that ſhew of a Koyal dignity that was to be obſerved in his perſon , extended ir 
ſelf into his manners, and might ealily be diſcovered in all the actions of his life ; his 
valour had made it felf known ſufhciently., to hearken without envy to the recital of 
that of his companions, and would have been more famous without doubr;, if ir had 
not been obſcured, partly by the fortune of Alexander, and partly by the deſtiny of 
the houſe of Perlia ; if Oxyartes was valiant, he was alſo liberal,senerous, and with- 
out ſelf interelt, and by all theſe noble qualities had gained the affetion and reſpect 
of all thoſe Princes that ſhared in the command with him. Oroondates, to whom, for 
his vertuezand for many other reaſons , he was more conliderable than to the reſt , 
looked upon him alſo with a ſtricter eye; and he no ſooner believed him to be in love 
with Barlina, buc he entertained the dehire of doing him ſervice, if it were poſſible, in 
a delion which could not chuſe but be extreamly honourable to his good friends. The 
more he ſectled in that thought,the more he recalled into his mind the remembrance of 
thoſe old rumours, which time and the importance of his affairs had blotted out of it; 
but delirins a more particular aflurance from Barlma's own mouth , he ſought an oc- 
calion to diſcourſe with her of it particularly ; it was not bard for him to find one, and 
the next morning beiag gone betimes to the Princeſs Berenices chamber , he met 
Barlina at the door , who, earlier than the cuſtome of her ſex, was coming to give her 
the good morrow. |; 
Berenice was in bed,and her ChambEr,which reſpe@ forbadArſaces,as well as other 
menzto enter at thattime of the day,wayopen tg the Prince her Brother, and to Bar- 
lina. Aſloon as they had given and received their mutual ſalutations, and asked each 
other the firit queltions that aftetion put into their mouths , Oroondates prayed his 
liter to lye alittle longer toogthereby to hinder the vilits that might diſturb their con= 
verſation, and afterward being ſet down by her bed-lide with Barlina , he took that 
Princeſſes hands between his, and looking upon her with @ ſmile ; If you had known , 
ſaid he, the delivn I have to perſecute you to day, perchance you would have avoided 
meeting me more carefully than you have done, but if I be indiſcreet in that enterpriſe, 
you without doubt have forc'd me to this indiſcretion,by the little truſt,and the little 
friendſhip you have ſhewed me. I will ever truſt you ( replied Barlina with an a&tion 
like his ) with whatſoever is moſt ſecret, and moſt important to me, nor do I think I 
have reſerv'd any thing from you;that you delired I ſhould make you acquainted with. 
You periſt, anſwered Oroondates , in a diſſimulation , for which you ſhall ſuffer pu- 
niſhmenr before we part ; and fince you have judged me unworthy to be your Conti- 
dent, which I ſhould value more than I do my lite , I will introduce my ſelf into that 
Honour, and to drive my indiſcretion to the ntmoft, Ile make my lifter partaker in it, 
as well to'puniſh your reſervations, as to oblige you to give her proofs of the friend- 
flup which you have promiſed her. But what do you accuſe me of ? ( interrupted 
Bariina ) and what is't you would have of me? I would have your mouth ( added 
the Prince ) confirm that to us, which Prince Oxyartes his aftions have already decla- 
red ; I was too much verſed in matters of that nature, to behold the ations of a Prince 
in love, with as much ignorance as others, and that which may deceive them , _ 
eſcape 
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eſcape the knowledge of a man too well inſtruted, and too much intereſted in what 
concerns Barſina ; that Oxyartes loves you, aud that he has loved you, is a thing in 
which 1 find nothing to ſurprize me, but that I ſhould be more ignorant in it than o- 
ther men, and that you ſhould have concealed it trom him, who would open his heart 
to you with his own hands , if there were any thought in it that would hide it ſelf 
from you , that's it which I will never pardon you withour a great reparation. Ah 
Brother, ( added the Princeſs Berenice ) I proteſt to you,you have prevented me,and 
char I from Prince Oxyartes his a&tions had drawn a knowledge like that of yours ; I 
was not yet familiar enough with this fair Princeſs, to tell her what I chought, but if 
for your ſake I may be received into this confidence which you demand,I promiſe her 
that I will never abuſe it while I live. Barlina had not been-able to hear Oroondates 
his words without bluſhing, nor ſee her ſelf expoſed to his reproaches, without ſome 
alteration of countenance, bat ſhe quickly ſettled it, and breaking her lilence with a 
molt pleaſing ſmile ;- Iſhall never be angry (ſaid ſhe to the Prince) at atty knowledge 
you ſhall have in my affairs, in which nothing but your goodneſs makes you take an 
mtereſt, and if I never entertain'd you with what paſled between Prince Oxyartes and 
me before I had the honour to know you, 'twas becanſe you never asked me of it, and 

that the occaſiou never offered it ſelf ; I know not (continued ſhe with the ſame aci- 

on) whether theſe miſerable remnants of beauty have been able to rekindle an affeci- 

on which I thought had been extinguiſhed ren whole years : But however it be,I have 

no intention to make a ſecret of it to you , nor to refuſe the puniſhment you will en- 

joyn me. Iris ealie for you to guels it, ſaid the Prince, and you well may judge we 

delire nothing elſe of you now, but the recital of what we have been ignorant of , 

and of both = old and new paſſions of Prince Oxyartes. I will hearken to you with 

a more than ordinary attention , and ſhall not be leſs touched with the diſcourſe of 
your Adventures, than with thoſe of Statira and Oroondates. You are going , re- 
plyed Barlina, to waken remembrances by your curiolity, of which I am extreamly 

ſenſible ; but what can I refuſe to two ſo dear and conſiderable perſons? Barlina made 

a ſtop at theſe words, and fixing her eyes upon the ground, kept lilence a while, which 

ſhe broke at laſt in theſe tearms. 
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Will not entertain you with the firft years of my life , nor with the firſt teſtimo- 
nies I received of the love of my dear Memnon , Prince Oroondates has learnt 
part of them formerly, and the divertiſement the Princeſs his lifter would find in 
them, couldnot equal the weariſomneſs ſhe would receive by the length of my 
narration. I will content my ſelf with telling you, Madam,that Memnon was conlider- 
able by the greatneſs of his Birth, which made him hold one of the firſt ranks in Per- 
tha, by the lovely qualities of his Perſon, and by that high reputation which in very 
early years he had acquired in Arms,having made himfſelt famous above the other Per- 
tans ina thouſand glorious Encounters ; he alſo was raiſed to the highelt Military 
Charges in an Age when others do but begin to make themſelves be taken notke of, 
and before he was three and twenty, be had commanded the Kings Armies inperſon. 
This high Renown making all Alia ſer their eyes upon him, and rendring him dear to 
Prince Artabaſus my Father, and to all thoſe perſons that had any power over me, was 
the cauſe thar he found great facilities in his delign of ſerving me ; bur-if by Publick 
Vertues he had merited the general eſteem,he in particular had qualities that wrought 
a greater effeft upon me, than the glorious ſucceſs of his Armies, or his high Reputa- 
tion in War; and to ſay the truth, he never fought with ſo much dexterity againſt his 
Enemies, as he ſhewed in making himſelf maſter of my hearrt, and all that the moſt ex- 
pert, and the molt paſſionate,perſons ever uſed to make themſelves be lov'd, was put 
in 


" 


LIMI 


PART . (ASS 4 JN DR eA. 755 


in practice ſo eracetally by that Prince, that perhaps a more o>durate heart than mine 
would have bee won by is addrefies.I'e make you no dithculty to coufels rthar I yield 

ed to them;nor 8 this confechon ſhametull to me, lince that affeRion which a due ac- 
knowledgemeat made MEgIVE, was authorized by the will of all my Friends , 21d by 


.that-of *rhe King himſelt , who was pleaſed to intere(s himſelf particatarly in the 


Afﬀairs of 0ar Houſe.as being nearett ro the Crown,and that which then held the firtt 
Rank in all -Perlia., Memnon having gained the. affetions of the whale Covrr, rhe 
Kings upheld him init openly , and Prince . Oxyartes-lhimfelt, before hewas blinded by 
this indifferent Beauty , did him very good offices in the beginning ; 'he was one of che 
forwardelt in recommending his perſoir ro me by the recital of his gallahit '#Kions, arid 
that deſign he had in the favour of him, found better fuccefs rhan he would afterwart 
bave wiſhed : I know not -why the Gods would have'thar Prince to caft his eyes upon 
me; atnong ſo great a number obPerſons mich more lovely ; but what:everir were, he 
began to love me when 1 waz no longer ina coriditionto requite his affeftioti,and when, 
by the will of my Friends,and by mine owrjnclination , Memnon wasalteady Matter 
of the place he aflaulted :-Flad it not beerfor that pre-engagement, Prince Oxyartes 
withour doubt had qualities capable to make him be confidered by the oreareſt Prin- 
ceſſes of the-Earth; and belides rhe greatneſs of his Bifth4 and the price of his valour 
which had made it ſelf known through alt Alia z there *&duld no excellent parts te 
wiſhed ; *either for mind or body, wherewith he was not- very ab:ndantly:fored. 
I ſhould ſay more if you had not a perfett knowledge of him ; this Prihce when he be- 
gant love me, ar at lealtto ler meſee it, was about five or (ix and ewenty; 1 was 
ten years younger,and came into the world the ſame vear,ard almoſt the ſame day with 
Prince Artaxerxes. Oryartes continued ſome time without Uiſcovering his affefion 
tome, not being able to find a handſome way to deltroy what he had built himſclf,nor 
to fall-off fairly from what he had done-mi the behalfof Memiior: Being he was 
vertous ,' he could not but gonlider the vertue of his Rival, whoat his Age had by 
force of Arms ailded Provinces-to the Perfian Empire 7 and beitig he was prudent, he 
fear'd to croſs the Kings intetitions, who had declared himſetf in his' favour. Theſe 
conſiderations with-held him a #ew months; and would perchance have done ſo longer, 
if Memuon's abſence had not given him- both” opporturfity and confidence to difcovet 
himfelf Metnnon was ſeat about-thar-time with a flyits- Catnp unts Suliara, where 
certain Cities had bread ſome-jealoulies of a Revolt, and 1 remained ar: Perſepolis with 
a great deal: of-trouble forhis (departure. - Prince Oxyart began then to make 'his 
tholghts appear to me by many of his -a&tions , if I had+.catefully: obfery'd them ; 
and refleaing upon them lince , I judgedthat if 'T had tt been: takert up with other 
CardsImight have gueſled.ar part of his ititerRidns, without putting hitn t6 thEtrouble of 
w_ them more plainly. 'He rendredime 'all perty ſervices with 2 Stat deal of 
watclifullnels; and took ſuch care: im all-rhiris's that concetn'd me, as riot ing but love 
alone could be the cauſe of;/butT aſcribed rhein to another merive;and received them 
as proceeding from that civility he had ever tiſed , ar&froti tie | 'wilF which the 
nearneſs wherewithrI had the/honour to be> allyed Hibs vrved'iri hiftt coward 
me, or evei-from'the eſteem he had of Metwion, whortiHeldved arid hononred inmy 
perſon; while he. was fightivg for the ſervie&of the>RKjn kiBrothers 1n'btief he; 
was fain to explain himfelf openly to make'me eomprehentthe-rriith, ind a'dectara- 
tion from his own mouth wasneceſlary ) t6'give mean opinion which I was very far 
from having-at that times 5 5 ot om PO 22 eh DO - TT 
-"Iwas one-Evening on the _ fide with' the Princeſſes; anda good hrimber of 
rke Courr Ladies, when thePtince ſeeing' meate2 wirido A x diftarice from-rhe 
teſt, andwirh ſomething oFſutiacſsin'nry!eolinthince,cane thirher t5 gzezand Aſpa- 
tia, and Rirzfaces, with whotttT was talkin j?having left him eir pl ceout of re- 
pe& :- When he ſaw he was neitherovet-hewf&;' nor obſerVt by any budy,Coulin, 
ſaid heymay I ask you if it be Memnon's abſence that makes y6h ſo fad arid fo folitary? 
Sir, anſwered I, I know not what ſadneſs you can have obſerv'd in my face; buthow 
ever it be, perhaps I ſhould not be condern'd by you, though Memnon's abſence 
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Memnon by my Fathers.expreſs command , I well might rake the liberty to ſpeak on 
that manner without fearing that freedome would be blamed by Oxyartes, neither 
had it been ſo if he had not taken an intereſt init. He looked upon me with an eye in 
which I perceived fomthing extraordinary , and prefing one of my hands which he 
held between his : Memnon, ſaid he, is worthy of a very good fortune, bur that you 
have now rais'd him to, is above all he could lawtully hope tor: I ſhowld account my 
ſelf moſt happy( anſwered I with my former innocence ) it I could contribute to the 
fortune of a man, whom the King, wham your felt , and whom the whole Court jud- 
ges worthy of affetion and eſteem. If you could contribute to it ? ( replyed the 
Prince ) Ah 1 Coulin, never doubt but that you may make the whole Fortune not on- 
ly of Memnon, but of all perſons that ſee you ; I1fay of all, and if I ſhonld except any, 
it muſt be none but thoſe chat are either blind or inſenlible. I thought chis diſcourſe 
very (trange, from the mouth of a Prince who had been wont to entertain me in other 
rearms , and when I was going to teſtihe my altoniſhment; I ſee well ( purſued he) 
that my laſt words have ſurprized you, I ſpoke them rather before 1 was aware , than 
with a ſer intention, axd I ſhould have continued to conceal that of my real thoughts 
which you wonder at, if I could have kept power e1ijongh over my ſelf to do itz yeu 
would not underſtand the Language whereby my eyes have long expreſſed them- 
ſelves, and you have atlalt reduc'd meto the neceſſity of declaring to you with my. 
mouth, that Memnonindeed is the molt happy,and the moſt fayour'd;but not the moſt 
zealous; and the moſt paſſonate,of Barlina's ſervants; I confeſs to you, Madam, thar, 
in all my life, I had never heard words that were more unwelcome to ime than theſe; - 
and that they put me-into a confulion, which-my lilence and my bluſhing made ma- 
nifeſt to Prince Oxyartes ; my being out of countenance made him partly ſo too, and 
for all his confidence he catt down his eyes. by my example, and diſpos'd himſelf to 
hear what I was going to reply. That was it that caus'd my greateit trouble z and 
though perchance I ſhould not_baye Rood conſidering whether 1 ſhould follow what 
my reſentments would have inſpired. againſt another , I could not judge ſuddainly 
enough, which way I ſhould proceed with the Brother of my King, and with a Prince 
to whom our own Family bore very particular reſpe&s. I was in the diſquiets which 
this irreſolution gave me, when I waseaſed, or, to ſay better,relieved;by Prince Ar- 
taxerxes, and the young Princeſs Pariſatis, who coming near us with a chtarful ation 
broke off our converſation for that time,, When I was retired into my Chamber, and 
that I was at liberty to refle& upon that Adventure, I tound in it great cauſes of affli- 
ion, and that which would have made ſqme others glad of this new Conqueſt, was 
that which moved me to fexelt it, If Oxyartes had been leſs great,and leſs porent in the 
Court , the Authority of Memnod, and 'of my Friends, might bave maintained us a» 
Saint the power of a Rival ,, ,and our Fortune ſeemed then to be croſled by the ſole 
perſon that could poliny croſs it. The beſt conſolation I found in this diſpleaſure , 
was in the belief 1 had, that peradventure the Prince had only aminde to divert 
himſelf, or that jf he had felt ſome moments of affeftion'to me , *twas nothing but a 
| lng afferonand a complacency , which I ſhould hear no more. of.-1 remained 
me few dayes in this opinion, but within a while after I was conſtrained tolole it, 
and PrinceOxyartes baying conquered the firſt diffculties,was ealily carried on to con- 
tinue what he had begun : He came to vilit me one day in my Chamber, where he 
found metakenup in the reading of a Letter I hadnewly received from Memnon,his 
coming in was ſo ſuddain, that I had not time to put it up, and when I would have 
done it,he would not ſuffer me,bur laying his hand upon it,pray'd me to give him leave 
to ſec it,in ſach;tearms that] could not civilly refuſe a _ of ſo ſmall importance;e(- 
pecially being that I was not unwilling he ſhould be cajifirmed in the opinion he had 
that I loved Memnon, and:that I believed that confirmation would, ſerve 16 diflwade 
him from the deſignI apprehended ; he took the Letrer vhen out ofmy bandzand caſt- 
ing his eyes-upon :t;found theſe Words, . | | 
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HE wnavks of your remembrance, my farr Princeſs ,: make my abfence too 

| glorious, to have any cauſe to complats of it , -and. all the pow it makes 
meſuffer, are too fully recompenced by that grorheſ F whic 1 lets fortunate 
Memos know you have not ” Faves bim.: But yet theſe happine ſſes, thowgh they 
might ſatisfie a reaſonable amb1110n, caniot oppoſe the deſore 1 have to ſee you again, 
and this tmpatrence would perl aps be prejudtcral to the ſervice of the King my Ma- 
Her, if it were not fatal to his enemies, and if it ard not make me bates their de- 
feat, theret yti haſten my return, 1 will ſee you again, my adored Princeſ{, with the 
hope you grue me, that my abſence ſhall not bave changed my fortune,and that after 
the comLates,1 bave fought for from you! ſhall have noth1pg to combate withwhen, 1 


ann HECT Jon, 


| knew that Oxyartes read theſe words with diſcontent z and when he had ended 
them, he could not ſo well contain himſelf, bur that lifting up his eyes to Heaven he 
cryed out ; O Meinnon ! Muſt I in your good fortune nd ghe ruine of Oxyartes ? 
Theſe words troubled me very ſenlibly, but I was fo a great deal more , when turn- 
ing toward me, after he had given me my Letter. Copilin,faid he, Memnon has reaſon 


to be ſatisfied, and I know no reaſonable man that woittipot with the -berter part of 
| his bloud buy a felicity like his: I would it pleaſed-the Gods, went he on,' that either 


Memnn had not prevented me in the delign of ſerving Baring, or that. death might 
prevent my fear of ſerving her unprofitably. This diCourſe firuck to the bottom of 
my heart , where itpierced me with mortal ſtings; and 4haugh my confulions made 
me filent for a time, a trouble,which I was not miſtreſs of, adene break it, and look- 
ing upon Oxyartes with a refenting eye: Sir, ſaid I, your diſcourſe amazes me , and 
I had thought for divertiſements of this nature, you would have taken another object 
chan Barlina. My divertiſements 2 Replyed Oxyartes. Ah ! Madam, give another 
name to the molt material imployments of my life. No indeed , *ris not Barſlina that 
ought to be the object of my divertiſements; but 'tis Barlipa who bur too-much for my 
repoſe is the object of all my thoughts, and of all my afte&tions : this is a declaration 
that diſpleaſes you, but, 'tis a declarationI am forced to by a molt tyrannical power. 
Sir, ſaid I (interrupting him) I amunworthy of the honour you do me ,. hut though I 
ſhould deſerveit, the good offices you did for Memnon are too freſhan your memory, 
to have a thoi:5ht ſo ſoon of deſtroying them. I ſerved Memnoit ih his fuir to you, 
anſwered tie Prince, as longas I could without deftroying my felt ; I would ſerve 
him yer with the hazard of my life,and you may thereby judge how great the violence 
of that pafſion is, which makes me croſs the fortune of a man whom I have ſo dearly 
eſteemed ; I have ofren told you, and told you truly, that Memnon was very worthy 


_ of love ; butInever told you, neither didI ever believe,that his good qualities ſhould 


forbid all others acceſs to Barlina, unleſs rhey could take away their tht 5 and their 
judgment for the knowledge of Beauty ; I will never contradict what I have ſaid to 
his advantage; but vou will not think it ſtrange, if I be as induſtrious for: my ſelf, as I 
have ſhewed my ſelf for a friend : I will ſpeak to you more modeftly of Oxyartes, 
than I did of Memnon ; and ifI praiſed him to you for his valour, and his good quali- 
ties, it ſhall be by nothing but my paſſion that Ile endeavour to recommend my ſelf, 
You are recommendable, replyed 1, both by your Birth and virtue, and by many ex- 
cellent parts, and you ſhall ever be ſo to Barlina, bothas the Kings brother , and as 
one of the perſons whom in all the world I ought moſt to honour ; ifI muſt anſwer ſe. 

Ceece 1 riouſly 
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rioully to your words, you'l give meleave to ſay that your change aftoniſhes , and 
afflits me both together,.and that I cannot conl(ider theſe different proceedings with- 
out having reaſon to complain of one of them : in the former you contoritigd your ſelf 
to the King's intention, to that of my friends, and if I'dare ſay fo, even to mine own in- 
clinatiop; and in the later, you thwart all that you before had favored: Hitrherto, (aid 
he, I have carried my ſelf eithet as a man without paſlton,or as a man that was maſter 
of it, and now I do like a man that is not only paſlionate, bur like a man that is a ſlave 
to his paſlion ; L,for the reaſons you allege, bave reliſted this affeion which diſplea- 
ſeth you, as innocerit and as full of reſpeR as it is ; but all my reſiſtance has ſerv'difor 
nothing elſe but to render it more violent, and more imperious : In ſhort-, fair Bar- 
(ma, it 1s no longer in my power to hinder my ſelf from loving you,though to the con- 
ſideration of Memnon, you ſhould joyn alt choſe that ought to be ſtrongeſt in me: and 
if by. them you make me comprehend thatI have done amiſs, and make: me'know the 
oreatneſs of my. pain, yet can you neither cure me of it, nor make me. to, repent my 
fault.--But Sir, replyed I, infinitely perplext, what can you hope for .frog.a perſon 
whoſe ingagement is not unknown to you? And how great a glory ſoeverit be to me 
to be loved by the Brojher of my Kins , why do you-reduce me to the neceſſity of 
being ingratefull to you arte&ion ? I do not pretend, anſwered he, t6 be conſidered 
by Barfina asthe Broth& of Darius, and ſhould be unworthy of the honour to ſerve 
her, if I thoiight to make uſe of other advantages, than thoſe my ſervices can give me; 
my birth has nothing that can exempt me from ſervitude, and I row protelt betore 
you, that I willnever combat Memnon's felicity, but by the teſtimonies of my paſſion: 
Give way to this deſign, {ince it cannot be delivered, and if I cannot be loved by you, 
ſuffer me atleaſt to love you, without making the efteR of it to be your averſion. 1 
mult be fair to'ſuffer all;ſaid 1, from a perſon to whom I ow all , but I'cannot without 
a very ſenliblegrief, acknowledge the honour you do me, in a ſeaſon when I cannot 
receive without being the moſbfaithleſs woman in the world. To. theſe words I ad- 
ded many others to diſlwade hi from his reſolution, bur he (till continued firm, and 
by the relt oF3our converſation-made me ſufffriently underſtand that he would very 
hardly be withdrawn fromit. - After that day he let flip no occalion of expreſſing 
his love to me, and entertained me with-it every time he had opportunity ; *rwas al- 
ways with as much reſpe&.@s-I could have exacted from the meaneſt Perſian, and with 
ſo good a grace, that a perſon leſs pre-engaged would have found it very diffcult to 
efend her ſelf againſt him ,'- but being I was really poſlefled with. an affetion to 
Memnon, which he had extremely well deſerved, and that belides that tie, I was ma- 
ny ways obliged by my honour, to keep the conſtancy I owed to him, I could not re- 
ceive the proofs of Prince Oxyartes love, as other than cauſes of a "very juſt affliftion. 
I had liv'd a long time in theſe diſcontents,when,to bringme ſome conlolation in them, 
Memnon returned to Preſepolis, after having done the King marvellous good ſervice 
in his commiſlion, and brought the Rebels of Suſiana under a perte& obedience ; The 
King received himwith great demonſtration of friendſhip , all the Court welcom'd 
him with a great deal of honour, and I did all that modeſty and decency permitted me, 
to teſtifie, that his abſence had not altered my inclinations. He had determined in his 
return, to demand from my Father,and from the King himſelf, the laſt effefs of their 
good wills, but at his arrival he found the Court in preparations for the voyage that 
was thought upon for Scythia, whither the King , exaſperated by the loſs of certain 
troops that had been cut in pieces upon the frontiers, reſolved to go in perſon, and to 
take all the Royal Family along with him. *Twas partly for that reaſon that the King 


had made him haſten his return, and having diſcourſed with him in private, touching « 


his deſigns for that intended war, obliged him to defer that of his marriage ; the lit- 
tle delire.I had to engage my ſelf under that yoke ſo ſuddenly, made me approve of 
his conliderations ; nor did 1 think it trance, that ſo warlike a ſpirit ſhould ve it ſelf 
wholly to an expedition of ſuch conſequence. He forgot nothing in rhe mean while, 
that could make appear the greatneſs of his love, and expreſſed the troubles our ſepa- 
ration had cauſed in him, in tearms that made me think him yet more lovely than he 


had ſeemed to me before his departure, I would not entertain him ſo quickly with 
the 
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the love of Prince Oxyartes , and believed he would knowirt but too ſoon, without my 
beins-haity to tell 11m ot a ching whuch he could' not hear without diſcontent ; nei- 
ther was it neediall I ſhould taxe that care upon meztor the third day after his coming 
home, Prince Ox/yartes aimie't taved me that labour; he was confident it could not 
be lons e&'re hewoa!d learn the cruth, and theretore he reſolved to declare it to him 
himſelf;in a faſhion ſomeriing extraordinary. -- , 

' Having found him at the Kmg's riling in theMorning, he made much of him as he 
had been accuſtomed ro do,though in his face a ſuſpicious body might have diſcovered 
the alteration of his heart, and having intimated that he had a mind to talk with him 


" inprivate, heled himout of the-Chamber into a Gallery cloſe by ; there they took 


three or four turns, diſcourting-only of indifterent matters; but when Prince Oxya- 
tres ſaw there was no company near, and believed he might ſpeak without being over- 
heard, after having look'd in Memnon's tace, with an action that was not ordinary,he 
besan thus : You would be {tracken, brave Memnon, at the diſcqurſe I have to make 
ro you, if you had not a courage great enough to hear ftrange Novelties without being 
daunted ; and yer perchance , for all you areſo accuſtomed to all manner of Events, 
you will not be able to hear the confeſſion I am going to make, without being furpri- 
ſed ; I was willing it ſhould be rather from my own mouth,than any other bodiesthat 
you ſhould be informed of the offence I have done you, fince in avowing it, I may re- 
preſent my weaknels to you berter than another, and alledgethe power thathas made 
me faulty to you. In a word, Valiant Memnon, I love Barlina ,- and 'tis only by the 
loſs of my liberry I have offended you. The Gods are my witnefles , that for your 
conlideration I defended my ſelf a long time, and that the remembrance of what I 
ow'd to yo!l, to our frieadſhip, and to the ſervices you have done the Perlian Empire, 
made me tor a great while oppoſe the violence of a paſſion, which is become too im- 
perious to be reliited any longer : I love Barlina, ms if without dying I could keep my 
{elf from loving her, 1 would certainly do it for your ſake ; but lince *tis an attempt 
I cannot hope tor ever my ſelf, being fo far engaged, ſuffer what my deſtiny has or- 
dained infpite of me, and fuffer him to be your Rival, who has ever oeen your Friend, 
and whoie aucient aftetion is not alienated by the birth of this new - one. . Oxyarres 
perhaps would have ſaid more, it the ſadneſs he obſerv'd in Memnon's face, at ſo un- 
expected a difcourſe, had not hindred him from going on; in effect he was fo ſurpriz'd, 
and ſo afflicted togerher,thatzas he afterward confefled to me, hezin all the accidents of 
his life, had never been in fo ſtrange a perplexity. He had always born a great reſpect, 
and even a great afte&tion;to the perſon of Prince Oxyartes; but he had ſo great a zeal 
and ſo great alove to the King, to whom he believed he ow'd all that was poſtible,that 
he held whatſoever concern'd him, in a molt ſacred veneration ; that was it that cau- 
ſed his molt ſeiuiible diſcontent, and he made it ſatficiently known to the Prince by 
his lilence, and »y the alteration that appear'd in his countenance;yet having a mighty 
courage, he (trove to receive it without dejeRion,& lifting up his eys from the ground, 
where he long had kept them fixty to turn them apon Oxyartes face, he anſwered him 
in theſe tearms, With what greatneſs of courage ſoever you are pleaſed ro flatter me; 
you ought not to think it (transe, Sir, that in the confeſiion you have made me, I find 
much matter of grief, and of aitoniſhment ; I am aſtoniſhed; that a Prince to whorn I 
am indebred fora partof my happineſs, and whom, by a zeal not inconliderable, I 
thought I had obliged to my protection, rather than to my ruine,ſhould have changed 
his inclinations for my deſtruction, and ſhould go about to take that from me with- in- 
humanity, which I believed I held from the King, and from himſelf, ratherthan from 
the merit of my perſon, or that of my ſervices ; and I am afflicted that Fortyne having 
a will toraiſe me up a Rival, ſhould kave rais'd me up the only man that I could fear, 
and the only man that could triumph over me by all manner of advantages ; if among 
all the Perlians,or perhaps among -all the inhabitants ofAſia,any other but Prince Oxy- 
artes , ſhould unjuitly aflault my Fortune, 1 would wichout doubt defend it , and-de- 
fend it perhaps to his confuſion ; I would make uſe of thoſe Arms which are dayly im- 
ployed tor the ſervice of your Houſe, I would make uſe of a good number of generous 


Friends, and for my greatelt advantage, Iwould make uſe of that friendſhip wherewith 
you, 


6 CASSANDReA. Parr V; 


You heretofore have honoured me; but being to diſpute it againſt Prince Oxyartes, I 
can draw no.manner of aſſiſtance, neither from thole Arms I wear to fight for him and 
his, nor from that friendſhip which his paſlion has cruelly extinguiſhed: I cannot Sir, 
I cannot difpure any thing againſt you, and you may take Barlina from me,both by the 
greatneſs of your Birth and Authority, and by the merit of your perſon : I know that 
Tought to yield to you in all chings, yet can I not yield Barlina without giving my life 
up to you. with her; the refpect I ow you has not that empire upon my.love, but if:my 
lite be contrary to your ſatisfactio,I knownot howto give it you with the ſame courage, 
that makes me hazardit every day for the ſervice of all that has relation to you.Oxyar- 
tes was touched with theſe words,. but they wrought no-eftec&t upon his paſlian, and be- 
ing willing to expreſs his intentions to Memnon : I do not pretend, ſaid he, that my 
Birth, and the Rank I hold in Perſia, ſhould give me any advantages over you,and for 
the Conquelt of Barlina, Ile make no uſe of that which 1 account to be below her, and 
below your Vertue ; if you can fear me for a Rival, 'tis only as the Lover of Barſina, 
and not as the Brotber ef Darius, tor I mean not to diſpure her againſt you by the 
Kings Authority, nov by that I may have my felf in his Dominions, but only by my 
ſervices, and by the proofs of my affe&tion. You have yet an abſolute advantage over 


me, and you ſee me undertake that with very little hope, which you have juſtly and & 


happily obtained : The.viory is yours when I do bur begin to tight ,- and Barſina's 
hearr, which I aflault with feeble forces, is quite overcome already by the merit, and 
by the love of Memnan; 'tis in this point that my condition is as. much to be deplored 
as yours is glorious, and that if you ought to look upona Rival , who was ever your 
Friend, *tis rather with compaſiion than with reſentment, Memnon was a little flat- 


tred with theſe words, but they were not able to ſatishe him, and he was going to re- * 


ply with a countenance diſcontented. enough, when the Kingwho was gotten ready, 
while they were talking, broke off their converſation by coming into the Gallery with 
a great deal of company. Memnon, who was ſeized with an extraordinary ſadneſs, 
and who felt himſelf uncapable of any-pleaſant entertainment, would not ſtay near 
the King in that humour, butfinding means to flip away in the crowd, went out of the 
Palace, and came into my Chamber juſt as I was drefled, to make me acquainted with 
his trouble: I preſently ſaw it in his face, and Sueſled the cauſe, when he declared it to 
me himſelt with ſuch paſiiovate rearms,that he exceedingly redoubled my affliction by 
the knowledge of his ; he at firit made ſome complaints for my having concealed a 
thing of ſuch importance from him, but I.contented him,by ſaying, that my care of his 
quiet had obliged me to it, and that ſince it was an unwelcome news, I had delired he 
ſhould hear it rather from the mouth. of another, than from mine. He could not 
keep himſelf that day from going alitdle beyond the limits of that moderation which 
was very natural to him, and after having complained of his Fortune, and of Prince 
Oxyartes, who came to croſs him ſo unjuttly: Madam, faid he, if Prince Oxyartes 
will conteſt with me only by his love, and by his ſervices,ought I to fear he can deprive 
me by thoſe wayes, of what I hold from you goodneſs alone ? and ought I to fear that 
you will look upon the advantages he has over me, to my deſtruction? Ah! if this 
fear be lawfull,as you delire the favour of the Gods, give me ſome knowledge of it,and 
ſuffer me not to conſerve my life a minute after the loſs of my hopes. In another ſea- 
ſon, replyed I, I would not have ealtly pardoned this diſcourſe, nor do I think that by 
any of my aftions, I have given you any juſt cauſe to ſuſpe me of inconſtancy: I ſhall 
know how to render unto Prince Oxyartes what Iow to the Kings Brother , without 
forgetting that I ow all to Memnon; and though with his love and ſervices , he ſhould 
alſo implay his Authority, and that of the King his Brother, he ſhould not be able to 
deprive you of what you have ſo lawfully acquired. If it prove ſo (ſaid Memnon, bet- 
cer ſatisfied than before) as without doubt it will, ſince my fair Princeſs promiſes it 
me, I will no more lament my deſtiny, but ſhall account Prince Oxyartes his love, ra- 
ther on effe&t of Barſina's merit, than of my ill fortune. He was comforted on this 
manner, by the promiſes I reiterated to prefer him while 1 liv'd, before all the perſons 
m-the world. He was may times upon the point to haſten our Marriage , thereby to 
break Oxyartes his ptetenſions, but then heqbeliev'd he could not do it handſomelv,af- 
ter 
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ter he himſelf had declared to the King) that he would ſtay till rhe return of that Voy- 
age, for which all the Court was making preparations, and he judged that by that pre< * 
cipitation contrary to his former delign.,, he ſhould exaſperate Prince Oxyartes,whom 
he infinitely con(ideredgand entice him to go beyond the tearmshe had propoſed;theſe 
Reaſons retarded it, and i-the mean time he ſuffered the vilits Prince Oxyartes made 
me, by the aſſurances I gave him every day , that he could not draw any lawfull cauſe 
of fear from them ; they ofren met in my company, and I uſed Oxyartes itil withgrear 
reſpe&t, and Memnon as I had been-wont to do before Oxyartes was concerned. . Oxy. 
artes ſhewed very much difconteit at it,and expreſled it in molt paſſionate complaints, 
when he was alone with me , but his reſentments .never made: him fee out againſt 
Memnon, or againſt me ; he kept {till in the reſolution he had taken to imploy nothing 
to his advantagezbut his love and his ſervices :,In the interim he carried not his paſſion 
ſo ſecretly, but that it was quickly raken notice of by the whole Court, and came alſo 
to the King's Knowledge , =, += ; +: bee; - an 

That great Prince, who cheriſhed Memnon, both through a lirong inclination, and 
through a jult acknowledgement of his ſervices,, whe had particularly favoured him 
in his deſign upon me, and who had moreover engaged himſelf to ſupport him in it to 
the uttermolt , heard this news with.ſome diſpleaſure ; and as ſoon as jhe ſaw Prince 
Oxyarces, teltified to him by reaſonable ſharp words, that he had diſobliged him, by 
croſſing the affeCtions of a Perſon that was ſodear and ſo conliderable-t6 hin as Mem- 
non, Prince Oxyartes, who had prepared himſelf for that event, hearkened: to the 
King's reproof without interruption,and when he had done ſpeaking ; Sir, ſaid he, if 
my love to Barſina were an effect of my will, I ſhouſd be faulty in thwarting the inten= 
tions you have in favour of Memnon ; but lince it is by conſtraint I yield , 'you can 
only accuſe Barlina's charms for their violence upon me : if I.could ceaſe to love her,1 
would do ſo to pleaſe you, but ſince that effe&t of the complacency I owe to your Ma- 
jetties deljre, can never bein my power ; permit me, Sir, to ſuffer a pain, for which 1 
will uſe no remedy that Memnon himſelt can jultly diſapprove. You will thereby be 
better ſerved than you were formerly ; Memnqn,to maintain himſelf in,your affettion 
and in your eſteem, to the prejudice of Oxyartes, will ſecond the firſt ations he hath 
done for your ſervice, by others greater, and of more importance ; and Prince Oxy- 
artes, whom the glory and fortune of Memnon have prickt with emulation; will ſeek 
che occalions of making himſelf as conſiderable by his vaſour , as he is by the honour 
of being brother to Darius; we ſhall trive who can be forwardeſt to fight for you in 
the war to which you are going. to march, and-if Barlina can yer be diſputed: againſt 
Memnon, we ſhall both of as endeavour to purchaſe her with our blood ;. and. with 
that of your Majeſties enemies. You have noneed of that motiye, replied the King, 
ro ations of valour which are ordinary to youy: and the Perſians conſider you'no. lets 
for your vertues, than for your birth ; but neither of them can diſpetce with me for 
what I owe to Memnan, and without ingratitude, 1 cannot, for the paſſions of my bro- 
ther, no nor for my own, loſe the remembrance of his ſervices z nor t of the-pro- 
miſe I have made to favour bim in his love to Barlina : If after this Ise'vt m 
intentiqns, any other but my brother ſhould go about to; croſs them, 1 out, ppoſe 
him with all my authority, and would perchance make him repent his little confidera+ 
tion of my will ; but lince "tis from a brother, and from a brother who is very dear ts 
me, that I receive this difreſpe&, I will content my ſelf with praying him,as my bro- 
ther,to lay alide ſounjult a paſſion, if he canpoſſhibly; and if he perliſt init , not to 
hope for any ſupport or aſſiſtance from me, to the prejudice of what I owe to Mem- 
non and to my word. No Sir, anſwered the Prince, I demand nothing of your Maje- 
ſy but the permiſſon to ſerve Barlina, and I proteſt to you that that favour ſhall ne- 
ver produce any effe&t you can have cauſe to diſapprove. I have-already told you,faid 
the King, that I would not uſe my authority to force your-inclinations ; burneither 
will you think it ſtrange, that I leave Barlina in the liberty of hers , and that Lþrant 
Liedoo.o long as he ſhall carry himſelf as he hath done hitherto,all the teſtimonies 
of my afteftion he can in reaſon demand, Such was the diſcourſe between the Kinig;and 
the Prince his brother which Oxyartes was not over much ſatisfied wichy but he di - 
- b 
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ble his trouble the beſt he co1d, and that very day beins come to vilit mezhe told me 
art of that converſation. 

Whilethoſe words paſled on this manner, there were great preparations for the Scy- 
thian Expedition, in which the King reſolved to take the Royal tamily with him; ard, 
by his example, the chief of rhoſe that wear rhe VOyage took their wives and daugh- 
ters-with them, to wait upon the Qveen and Princeties , who for all they were 
young, were expoled to the hardſhip of that journey.True it is, that the magnificence 
and commodiouſneſs of their Tents, and of their Chariots, made it almolſt as ealie a; 
the abode'in Towns, and the King believed it no ſmall mark of his Greatneſs, to ke 
able to remove whitherſoever he went,a Court as full of pomp,as that he had at Perſe- 
polis, My mother, my liſters, and my ſelt, were of the number of thoſe that made ti: 
voyace, and with Roxana, Ifpatia, the daughter of Mentor , and many other of the 
faireſt, and moſt principal Ladies of Perlia , whom you lince have known. Oxvyartes 
and Memnon expreſſed an equal fatisfation , when they knew they ſhould g9 to the 
war without being parted from mezand chatI ſhould be in a manner preſent at the act; - 
ons they meant to do in emulation;to-make themſelves worthy of my affeion. Thoſe 
were the tearms they were pleaſed ro uſe; and when the day of our ſertins forwar.l 
was come, Oxyartes addreſſing himſelf ro Memnon in my preſence : Memion, ſaid 
he, the time draws near when we ſhall 'diſpute for Barlina, by the wayes that are per- 
mitted me ; You have acquired a brave: and a jult reputation, which is it that flatter; 
Barſinain your favour; and ſhe believes, with a great deal of reaſon , that a man les; 
valiant, or atleaſt leſs famous than Memnon, 1s not worthy of her affeRtion : Perhaps 
I paſs in her opinion for a man of little valour , but I hope fortune will now 9ive me 
the occaſions to make her know that I am not born without courage. I know I have 
not undertaken an ealie enterpriſe, in propoling to my ſelf ro win a famein this Expe- 

dition equall to that of yours ; but I muſt either die,or be accounted by Bariina to be 
as valiant as Memnon. Weel charge the Enemy together, weel ftrive who ſhall ha- 
zard himſelf furtheſt in ſeeking- glory, afid he that can'make molt Scythians periſh un* 
der his ſword, ſhall be called moſt worthy of Barſina: So itis we ought to cont for 
her, and he-that ſhall gainher by his ſword', may boalt that he hath more gloriouſly 
acquired her; then if he were his only by the King's favour, or by the favour of Arta- 
bales. Oxyartes ſpake'on'this manner, and Memnon replied with a great deal of mo- 
deſty : Sir, Ineither ought nor wall _— any thing againſt you, and I reckon both 
my valour and my reputation much inferiour to yours ; it ſhall not be with an intenti- 
on to equal you, that I'le- aſlault the'Seythians in your company , bat (ince you are 
pleaſed I ſhould wait apon you, perchance I ſhall go on far enough to conſerve that 
glory fortune has given mie, and ſhall do1t without other defign than that of continu- 
ing tothe King and your ſelf, thoſe ſervices whereby 1 tiad hoped for Barſina, by his 
approbation and by yours. 'You are fri6re modeſt thanT, anſwered Oyyartes, but you 
ſaffer-your a&ions to ſpeak, when mine are hilent , andthe: ſatisfaftion of your mind 
I thoſe fits of paſſions, which carry-me, without doubt, beyond 
my ſelf; but be it how-it may, I'le do ny belt either to-execute” my propolitions, or 
todeliver you quickly of Rival. They: had ſome other diſcourſes in my preſence, 
and 'within a little after 'took Horfewith the whole Court, which departed that day 
fromPerſepolis : I will not talk royon-of the magnificence of our troops ,” and of the 
Kings equipage, of the number of hrs guards, and of his Chariots ; you know, Sit, it 
what manner he was wontto march; #ndiyou ſirice/have heard that it was with a pomp 
warthy of the greateſt King-in-the World, and with two hundred thouſand fighting 
men; that-we advariced toward the Araxis. It was in that expeditidh that Prince Ar- 
raxerxes firlt bore Arms, and/tewas inthe ſame field that Prince Oroontates made his 
ou Apprenticeſhip both in Loveand' War, We took long marclie; toward the 

ts; where our paſsage wes prepared, and during all the voyages, neither Oxyirtes 
nor Memnon were ever from me, but at thoſe times they were forced to ſpend it 
their ſeveral cliarges. - Oxyartes, wliohad a delire to 'tiike himfelf remarkable in e- 
mulation of Memnon, prayed the Kirighis Brother, to'give them equal ih foytnerits; 
tothe. end that with forces-and commands'alike;they might make their yalours _ 
he > without 


Parr, Vo CASSAN DReA, 163 


without advantage z and though Memnon very modeſtly refuſed that equality with 
Oxyartes , yet did he accept of it at the defire of that Prince, and peradventure what 
reſpect ſoever he teſtified towards him, he had no great repagnance againſt it, The 
Kins divided all his Cavalry into two parts, each of which conlifted of ſeven oreight 
and twenty thouſand Horſe , and ſet thoſe two valiant Commanders at the head of 
them with an equal authority. Mazeus had the Command of all the Infantry, and 
Prince Artabaſus my Father was the Kings Lieutenant General of the whole Army ; 
the little knowledge I have, even in the tearms of war, hinders me from ſpeaking of 
the march of our Army, and of our firlt ſucceſſes. After a great many of days wecame 
to the Bank of the Araxis, and upon Bridges of Boats that were prepared, our Forces 

aſſed thar River and encamped n theTerricories that obeyed the King of Scythia.The 
King and the chief Commanders would have had the Ladies ſtay on this (ide theRiver, 
but they all together oppoſed that motion , aud the Queens protelted that ſince the 
King had brought them ſo far , they would tollow him whitherſoever he went. You 
know, Sir, all that paſled of any conſequence at that time, and I will only tell you and 
the Princeſs your liſter, who is much leſs inſtructed in them, thoſe matters wherein I 
have ſome intereſt, We hardly were beyond the River, when we heard that the King 
your Father with all the forces of Scythia, was coming to meet us , and the next day 
after our Scouts diſcovered your foremolt Troops, who came to encamp within half a 
dayes march of ours. You are not ignorant, Sir , of all the skirmiſhels that happned 
in thoſe beginnings, and as you made your ſelf renowned by a thouſand gallant aRi- 
ons on your fide, on ours young Artaxerxes,in thoſe firlt trials of his Arms, acquired a 
marvellous reputation : But Oxyartes and Memnon prickt with emulation, and enga- 
ed by the propoſitions they had made, ran on mutually to extraordinary exploits , 
and by thc report of thoſe that came off thoſe ſervices, did aftions that were altoge- 
ther wondertull. Perchance you may remember one encounter , which was the moſt 
bloody of all that paſſed beyond the Araxis , and which might deſerve the name of a 
battel, though the whole Armies fought not in it,lince on both fides there were above 
twenty thoaſand men left dead upon the place. Iremember it very welly( ſaid Oroon- 
dates interrupting Barlina) it was to gain a riſing ground which was of advantage to 
each party, that the Cavalry was inſenlibly engaged ; we conteſted for it with a great 
deal of blood, and there it was I received my firit wound. The Troops, went on Bar- 
ſina, were already mingled, and ſlaughter had brought diſorder amongſt them, when 
Prince Oxyartes ſeeing Memnon, who bloody all over , hewed open | his paſlage with 
his ſword amongit your men,came up to him with. a loud cry, and placing himſelf by 
his ſide ; Memnon, faid he, do you fee yon'd red Standard , about which the greateſt 
force of the Scythians appears, and where without doubt their molt conliderab& Cap- 
tains fight in perſon? Memnon having caſt his eye that way where Oxyartes point- 
ed; I ſeeitanſwered he, and if I be not deceived 'tis the King of Scythia's own Stan- 
dard,(ince there are ſo great a number of men that defend ir. There it is replied Oxy- 
artes, that we muſt ſeek tor Barlina , or for death ; we muſteither periſh,or bring off 
that glorious mark of valour. Lets on Memnon, and ſee to which of us fortune will 
oive that advantage. Saying theſe words he flew with his Sword in his hand into the 
midit of the Scythians, and Memnon excited with ſome reſentments for ſeeing himſelf 
prickt with honour in ſuch an occaſion, inftead of anſwering, ran whither glory call'd 
fiim with an impetuouſneſs like his ; I have heard them ſay, who were preſent at this 
ation, that never two men fought more generouſly ; that emulation had like to have 
been fatal to both of them, and they ruſhed headlong into dangers, where in all pro- 
bability they ſhould have met with death ; but fortune was more favourable tothem, 
and thoſe that followed them were ſo animated by their example , that they broke the 
Scythians Squadron in that-place;and the throng of thoſe that environed the Standard, 
upon which they had ſet their aim, being opened by their fury, they that defended it 
neerer, were either routed or cut in pieces, and he that bore it, was beaten down with 
two blows given him at the ſame time by Memnon and Oxyartes; they both ſeiz'd 
upon it at the ſame inſtant, but as ſoon asMemnon caſt his eye upon Oxyartes,he pull'd 
back his hand which he had thruſt forth ,- and being willing ro yield him the glory of 
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that ation ; The Standard, Sir,ſaid he , is yours, and mine the honour of having ſe- 
conded you. No Memnon, replied Oxyartes, I will not rob you of your part in a glo- 
ry which is equal between us, and I am not ill ſatisfied co divide it with you : With 
theſe words he gave the Standard into the hand of thoſe that followed them, and turn- 
ing another way, carried new marks of his Valour thither. Here Oroondates inter- 
rupting Barlina : That which you tell me,ſayd hezis very true,'twas indeed the King's 
Standard which we loſt in that encounter, and *twas a Nephew of Arſacomes that car- 
ried it ; but the King my Father was notin the field that day, and he comforted him- 


ſelf for the loſs of his Standard by the gaining of that piece of ground,for which we had , 


fought. 
In all other occaſions ( purſued Barſina ) Prince Oxyartes did almoſt on the ſame fa- 


ſhion, and he hardly ever ſaw any danger into which he invited not Memnon, and into 
which he did not precipitate himſelf with him : Memnon ſought not thoſe occalions, 
bat being ſtung to the quick,neither did he avoid themzand though in his diſcourſe he 
yielded to Oxyartes , yet he diſputed all with him by his aMons ; this manner of 
proceeding had like often to have been their deſtruction , and was the cauſe that they 
ſometimes committed faults in point of their commands , by fixing, themſelves too 
eagerly upon particular ations. The King himſelf blamed them for it many times , 
but it was hard to convert Oxyartes , who had undertaken either to eclipſe the glory 
of Memnon by the luſtre of his own, or to make him periſh inthe dancers to which he 
expoſed him daily, or force him to quit his pretenh1ons to me, by the difficulties he 
raiſed him up. In the mean while they both faw me every day , and Prince Oxyartes 
expreſſed his paſſion to me by ſuch oblizing, and ſuch pleaſing marks , that if indeed 
I had not beenprepoſteſfed; and prepoſlefied with a great deal of juſtice, I ſhould not 
have been inſenlible of it, . He chanced to be one day alone with me , and taking his 
time to entertain me with more liberry than he did in company : Shall I never bend 
you? (ſaid-he to me )) and will you ſee me languiſh eternally at your feet, without te- 
itifying at lealt that my pains are not unplealing to you 2 Any other body but your 
ſelf, if they were not ſenſible of love , would be touched with compaſſion , and not 
ler her ſelf be fo far dazled with a firſt affeion,.but that ſhe would Kill have eyes to 
judge of thoſe that love and ſerve her : Is my paſſion, or my perſon,the more Ceſpica- 
ble, becauſe another lov'd you before me 2 And may I not repair for the time come, 
what I loſt in time palt, by having imployed ſome years of my life in other occalions, 
than thoſe of your ſervice 2 Mult Memnon's Genius have ſo great adyantages over that 
of Oxyartes ? And finally, muſt I be born to be his ſlave, and he to be my conquerour 
and my Maſter? You are born, Sir,anſwered I,for greater matters than thoſe in which 
you ndw imploy your ſelf; and Iam born with all manner of inclinations to honour 
you asI ought to-do. Do net believe, Sir , thatI am unſenſible of the proofs of your 
atteRion,I receive them with much acknowledgment and reſpe&, and the advantages 
I give to Memnon, proceed from an ancient and a lawfull Engagement,and not a pre- 
terring of his paſſion before yours;if I were tyed to you in the ſame manner,and that 
amonslt men there could one be found,who by Birth,or by the Qyalities of his Perſon, 
might be accounted above you,Iwould undoubtedly diſdainhim,to keep my ſelf exattly 
within the conſtancy I ſhould owe to you ; and perchance I ſhould not have thoſe 
thoughts of acknowledgement and reſpet for him which I have for you. Ah ! 
cryed the Prince; how cruel are thoſe thoughts of reſpe&t to Oxyartes ? And how little 
is it by them that his love ought to be requited, in the condition to which it has now 
ſabjeted him ? Caſt but your eyes upon that I bear to you, and do not kill thoſe hopes 
to which my life i; faſtned, by an unſenſ1bleneſs which in vain you would diſguiſe ;I 
might be ſatisfied with the reaſons you alledge, if I were upon other tearms, and if I 
were wounded with a light affe&ion, but in the tate I am reduced to by the violence 
of mine, I can live by nothing but the hope of being loved by the Princeſs Barlina. 
As he ended theſe words, he took one of my hands, which was more than he uſed to 
do, and keeping it by force, put his mouth upon it, and held ir there ſo long , that 
Memnon,coming then into my Chamber, found him in that poſture. Although I be- 
lieve that Memnon was confident enough of my affeRion , to draw ao jealouſy from 
that 
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that ation, yet was 1 ſo out of countenance, and fo vext together, for havins been ſur- 

priſed in that condition, that I could not diflemble my altoniſhment, nor My trouble + 

the two Princes ealily obſerv'd it by the colour that came into my face , but Memnon 

{ung to the quick, at that anplealing light, and taking that color to be an effect of 
ſhame for his coming in, could not ſo well contain himſelf, but that he ſhew'd ſome 

part of his reſentment. Bluſh not, Madam, faid he to me, Prince Oxyartes does well 

deſerve to have chat grauted ia the beginning of his love, which is not due to Mem- 

non after a ſervice of many years : Theſe words, in which IT found a great deal of 
ſharpneſs, coming ot of Mem.ton's mouth, touched me very deeply , and being de- 

{irous to let him know it was noc with my conſent thatOxyartes had obtain'd that free- 

dome. That which I grant not to Memon, replyed I, I grant to no body , and *tis by 

other marks I would teltiftie my reſpect to Prince Oxyartes , than by liberties he has 

taken againſt my will. Memnon found ſome ſatisfaction in theſe words, but Oxyartes 

was terribly melted by chem, and cold not fee the care I took to juſtifie my elf to 

Memnon tn his preſence, without a great deal of trouble ; I ſaw his countenance alter, 

and afcer he had itayed awiile to make himſelf Maſter of his reſentments : Memnon 

ſaid he; is worthy of the Empire he has over your mind , and his fortune would not 

be great enough, if you were not ſo carefull romake him ſee your innocence, Yes 

Memaon, *twas by force that 1ndifcreet Oxyartes kifled Barlina's hand, and to repair 

my iault, 1 am oblis'd to endeavour her juitification : Witch theſe words he weat out 

of my Chamber, not ſtaying tor any reply, and left me in greater confulion than I was 

before ; although I took no pains to hide from him my inclinations to Memnon , yet 
I was extremely troubled, that Oxyartes had taken my care to juſtifie my ſelf, as pro- 

ceeding from my complacency for him ; and indeed, to take irſo, that carriage had 
ſomthins that was diſoblising to Oxyartes, but he took it ſo ill from me, that of ma- 

ny dayes he ſaw me not againzand by an effect of angerand of jealoutic,he began then 
to hate Memnon, waom ill thar time , he had ever kept in tearms of efteem , and in 
ſome remainders of good will ; by lictle and little, he grew more cold tohim, and in 
the end, hardly ſpoke to him atall. This came to the knowledge of the King, and of 
the whole Court, and the King uſed his utmoſt powerto ſettle the mind of Oxyartes, 
bur he was not able, and that jealons Prince could not without a violent indignatt- 
on, behold a Rival chat had ſo great advantage over him. His anger againſt me was 
quickly diffipated, and te payed me my viiits again more conttantly than ever : Twas 
about thartime,Sir, that our Army was infeted with a diſeaſe which deitroyed a Sreat 

part of it, beyo1d the Araxts , and took away Darius his hopes of the progreſs he 
tos it to have made in Scythia ; we thereupon repaſled that River , leaving your 
fields covered wich maiy thouſand Perlians, and returned into our own Territories , 
wiithe:. you followed us preſently after, and encamped within a little diſtance of our 
Army : There it was that maiyy memorable actions paſted, there it was that you aſ- 
ſaulted our Camp by night, and there.it was that I began to be indebted to you, lince 
I was one of the number of thoſe Ladies that happened to be in the Queens Tent, 
when boch your tortune and ours brought-you thither to ſave us from the violence of 
the Scychians, and to make you fall your felt into the power of our fair Princeſs. 
Tere it was that I firſt ſaw you ina condition, that could charm and terrifie both to- 
gether, and that amoug all thoſe ro waom-your light was ſo favourable, I perhaps was 
ſhe who had the moltgratefull thoughts for ſo couliderable a ſervice ; I will not ſay 
any thing more to you of that encounter, nor of the eftes it produced -in us, lince 
that's not the thing you dere from my diſcourſe, and that I only ought to tye my ſelf 
to my particular Adventures, 

Oxyarces and Memnon trove who ſhould ſpend molt of the time with me, which 
they had:free rrom employments of the war: but with a different ſucceſs, for all thac 
I ſaw really.oreat, andrreally loved-in the-Perſon of Prince Oxyartes, was never Ccapa- 

' ble to make me forget what I owed to my former aftection ; yer I confeſs I was not 
inſentible of that he bore to me, aad that it wasnot without ſome diſcontent-Iſaw him 
{oill farisfied; but could no more than pitty him , and intreat him as -mueh as poſſibly 
I was able, to give over a delign , in which he could not perſevere, i he had a good 
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opinion of me ;. he would flye into paiſion at thoſe requeſts, inſtead of diſpoſing him- 
{lf to grant them, and in the mean time, he was ſo exaſperated againſt Memnon, that 
he could no longer ſuffer him but as an Enemy ; yet would he never make uſe of thoſe 
advantages his Birth afforded him ; and though he mer him with me every day, his re- 
ſpect to me, kept him (till within his former teartns, and hindred him from ſhewing 
his alteration otherwiſe than by his coldneſs and his ſilence ; but at Court, and in 0- 
ther places,he took a greater liberty, and gave Memnon cauſes of cotnplaint, which he 
never would have endured from any body but Darius his Brother, he could not ſuffer 
his Valour to be ſpoken of with thoſe praiſes that were wont to be given it, and when 
occaſion of that diſcourſe happened in his preſence, he leſſened the worth of it as much 
as poſſibly he could, The King was talking one day upon that ſubjeR with the Queens, 
and a great many other perſons, and after that, upon ſome encounter which had paſſed 
a few days before, he had ſaid all to Memnon's advantage, that truth, ar:d the affe&i- 
on wherewith he honoured him very eſpecially, could put it into his mouth, the Prince 
jealous and impatient,not being able to hear the continuation of that diſcourſe,where- 
in he ſeemed to be particularly concerned: Memnon (ſaid he to the King ) is valiant, 
but there are a great many of your Subjetts, whoſe valour is not inferiour to his ; if 
there be any ſervice done, Memnon goes neither further, nor more boldly on than we; 
but though a good part of the danger be ours, the glory is intirely his, and perchance 
it would be ſouzht tor with more hazard, 1 f it were diſtributed with more juſtice. The 
glory of Memnon, replyed the King, does no injury to yours , and ſo long as you had 
no other interelt, you never went about -to oppoſe it; 'tis nothing but your own 
change that makes you unjuſt your ſelf, while you accuſe others of injuſtice , and that 
makes you commit a fault, which you would have judged unworthy of you, when you 
had your reaſon undiſturbed. Oxyartes bluſhed at this anſwer of the Kings , but re- 
ſpect hindred him from replying, as without doubt he would have done to any other 
body. This diſcourſe was related to Memnon, who heard ic without being moved, 
out of the reſpect and love he bore to the Kings perſon, and asoften as they told him a- 
ny ſuch paſſages,or that he received any new proof of Oxyartes hatred, I am'very 
unfortunate (would he ſay) to be hated by the Brother of my King; but though Oxy-- 
arte: ſhould kill me with his own hand, I will nevet hate the Brother of Darins. This 
charaQer of reſpe& and love,was graven ſo deeply in his heart,that he ſcarce fo much 
as murmured before me againſt his perſecutor, and he was yet more ſtrongly confir- 
med in that humour, by a very odd eventwhich fortune ſent him. He was abroad 
with five or [ix hundred Horſe, upon ſome delign he bad, when he met a party of Scy- 
thians much greater than his; and having, with leſs prudence than he was wont to ſhew 
in other Encounters, ingaged himfelfin fight, while by his valour he counterballan- 
ced the inequality of number, he was charged and ſurrounded by another Squadron 
of the Enemy, whereby the firſt was ſeconded: and though for the viRory, or for 
his ſafety, he did extraordinary exploits, his life had been in manifeſt danger , if the 
Gods had not brought Prince Oxyartes thither , who was gone forth that morning 
with a thouſand Horſe. The Prince having a while beheld that unequal combat, from 
a higher ground, preſently learn'd the truth from a Horſe-man, that was runnivg a- 
way torſave himſelf, and when he knew that Fortnne, working to his advantage, was 
Sons to free him of a Rival, in the defeat of a ſmall body of thoſe of his party,he was 
at the ſame time aſſaulted with very different thoughts; that preſſing diſquiet put him 
inſtantly in a ſweat, and he by his ation made thoſe that were about him, ſee in how 
oreat a conflicthe was. Let's ſtay (ſaid he to himſelf) till Memnon be killed , before 
we give our party the relief we are bound to do, when my Rival is dead, Ile ſave 
thoſe that are left, and will do that for his revenge, which my love forbids to do for his 
reſcue. This was his firſt ſuggeſtion, but his yertue , and the urgent neceſſity would 
not ſuffer him to continue long in it. O Fortune my Enemy 1 cryed he, why didfſt 
thou not Suide me to ſome other place? and ſinceI was to ſuccour, my Rival , why 
didſt thou not make him periſh before hewas in a condition to be the better for it ? 
ſaying theſe words,he commanded to ſound acharge, and fell upon the Scythians with 
4 fury, which they were not able to ſuſtain ; in ſhort, they were quickly routed , = 
after 
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ter having lolt a great many of their mengthey!left the Field and che ViRtory.to Prince 
Oxyartes, and to Memnon his life, and the means to know his Deliverer : I was not 
without grief, that he ſaw himfelt indebted to his Rival for his life ; but being he 
had neither ingratitudenor pride, he was willing to appear ſenlible of that obligation, 
as he was bound to be, and turning toward the Prince ,- with an a&tion accompanied 
with all ſigns of acknowledgments : Sir, ſaid he, my lite is yours , and1I ſhould fay 
you had gain'd it by this lait effect of your generolity, if by all manner. of rights you 
were not in pofleſſion of it before ; but in oftering it, I ofter you nothing that was nor 
yours already, and nothing which you and yours might not ever diſpoſe of with moſt 
abſolute Empire. 

The Prince, who had done an action whicli he could not rejoyce at, though his ver- 
tue forbad him to repent it, ſeemed little ſenlible of Memnon's acknowledgment, not 
ſo much as giving heed to his words ; I have done nothing, ſaid he, out of generoſity, 
or out of friendſhip to you ; nor had I any other delign, than that of fighting with our 
Enemies, and relieving our Party. Having ſpoke theſe words, he turn'd aboat from 
Memnon, and rode away without giving him leiſure to entertain him longer. Mem- 
non thatvery day made me the recital of that Adventure, and by that augmentation 
of eſteem, he gave me for Oxyartes, did but redouble my diſcontent to ſee him perlift 
in a Celion whereby he was like to reap ſolittle ſatisfa&tion. For Memnon, he was fo 
neerly touched by that obligation, that if Oxyartes had delired any thing elſe of him 
but what he did, he would have given it upto him , without reluctance : he prayſed 
his action before the King, in tearms that made the whole Court know how great a 
ſenſe he had of that good turn ; but Oxyartes was neither moved with his acknowledg- 
ment, nor with his praiſes, and expreſled to all the world , that he accounted himſelf 
molt unfortunate, in having been forced by his duty ,. to fight for the preſervation 
of a life, which was oppolite to the repoſe, and to the felicity of his ; he diflembled 
not his thoughts to any body, and when I would have praifed him for it, aſwell as 
others, and have teltified that I had ſome part inthe obligation, he received my diſ- 
courſe with a great deal of coldneſs: 1 did not hepe, ſaid he, to have thanks from you, 
which are not advantagious to me, nor did I think to do you a ſervice worthy of theſe 
brave acknowledgments, in expoling the life of Oxyartes., for the defence of Meme 
non's ;T had no other intention,but that of fighting againſt the Scyrhians,our Enemies, 
and if in the execution of that delign,l have been to happy as to do you's good office, 
in the preſervation of my Rival, I wiſh with all my heart I had done it you to the full, 
in lolins,for his greater ſecurity, and for his repoſe, the life whereof you make ſo lit- 
tle reckoning. Ah! Sir, replyed I, loſe that opinion if you have it, and do not believe 
I can make little reckoning of your life, nor of your perſon ; I conlider them both as I 
ought to do, and I have thoughts of you, which nothing but my ill fortune hinders 
you from being contented with, I will content my felt, anſwered the Prince, when 
my paſſion ſhall be the thing you conſider moſt in me, and when in Barlina's heart, 
which can eſtabliſh all my felicity, I ſhould ſee no body more happy,nor more favored 
than my ſelf. 1f that could be, ſaid I,you ſhould have no cauſe ot complaint againlt a 
perſon who is every way diſpoſed to honour you. That may be, added he, with an 
extraordinary tone, That may be perhaps by means we have not yet made triall of, and 
in the deſpair into which you caſt me, and the ſhame of ſeeing my Rival triumph 0- 
ver me ſoealily, I ſhall be capable of all things I can attempt, without exceeding the 
tearms I propoſed unto my ſelf, when I began to ſerve you. As he ended theſe words, 
he weat out of my Chamber with an a&tion that had many ſigns of anger in it, and 
was hardly gone twenty or thirty paces from the Tent , when. he chanced to meet 
with Memnon ; he changed colour at that encounter, as Memnon told me afterward, 
but he quickly recovered himſelf, and having returned Memnon's ſalute, he put forth 
his hand to him,with a more open countenance than for ſome time before he had been 
wont to ſhew him. Will you give me leave, ſaid he, to have a little diſcourſe with 
you; to ask your counſel and affiftance, about a buſineſs I lately had notice of? Mem- 
non was ſurprized at this demand, but he diſſembled his aſtoniſhment , ane receiving 
the Princes words with a cheerfull countenance. Could I be ſo happy, replied he, as 
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to believe my Prince would employ for his ſervice this life which I hold from him? 
and ſaying theſe words, he followed him that way he led ; after having by Oxyartes 
example, commanded his attendants to leave him, they walk't together awhile, with- 
out ſpeaking, or if they ſpoke, *'twas only of indifferent matters, but when they were a 
good way from their ſervants , and that by the interpolition of a little hill, they were 
out of light of the Tents, Prince Oxyartes made a ſtand, and turning toward Memnon, 
after he had look'd a while filently upon him : You ſhall know now ( ſaid he ) the ſub- 
je of the diſcourſe I delired to have with you, and ſhall learn to what uſe I reſerv'd 
that life, for which I fought to the prejudice of my own ; when I undertook to ſerye 
Barlina with you, or rather when I was forc'd to it by a paſſion, which for your ſake 
[ have long reliſted, Ipromiſed you I would never help my felt againſt you, by the au- 
thority of the King my Brother, nor by that which my ravk might give me amongſt 
the Perſians, and that I would diſpute Barlina with you only by my ſervices. I think 
I have kept my ſelf exactly enough within theſe limits, I have uſed no kind of credit, 
nor power to hurt youz and in the employments we have had to make our ſelves wor- 
thy of her efteezn, I have ever ſought for an equality between us ; I will continue to 
the end in this manner of carriage toward you, and lince I have lov'd Barlina unpro- 
fitably, and that by the vitory you gain away from me, my hopes are quite extingui- 
ſhed, as you triumph over my repoſe, you mult alſo triumph over my life, or detend 
your own with arms equal to mine; I fly not to this reſolution againſt you , but at the 
extremity wherein my lite has no other foundation but the loſs of yours , and wherein 
the repoſe of yours depends on nothing but my ceath alone ; this is the laſt ation we 
will do for Barlina, ſhe ſhall be the prize of the Conquerour, and the victory ſhall give 
that to the more valiant, or to the more fortunate, which,during the life of his Rival, 
his ſervices never could ſecure him of. In ending theſe words , Oxyartes drew his 
ſword, and preſented himſelf before Memnon, in the poſture of a man ready to fighr, 
but Memnon did not. the fame ; but after having hearkned to his diſcourſe, and beheld 
his action, without ſhewing any lign of aſtoniſhment, or of being moved: he anſwered 
him with a ſetled countenance, and with an abſolute coldneſs; you have reaſon Sir, to 
Soto take away a lifeywhich I hold from you, and a life hurttull ro your pretenſions ; 
but I ſhqutd not have reaſon, if I went about to defend it againſt you, you have acqui- 
red it by its preſervation,and who are the brother of my King; neither ſhall it be ſaid, 
I drew my ſword again{t him, to whom I ow my ſafety, or againſt the Brother of Dari- 
as,to whom I ow all, and:I would rather turn it againſt my own breaſt, than againſt a 
Prince, whom thoſe two conliderations ſhall ever make me reverence ; if my life be 
odious to you, and if by the obſtacle I have been to your pretenſions, I deſerve to dye 
by your hand, content your delire, pierce this heart,proud of Barlina's image,and this 
heart which draws your hatred by its ambition ; but do not ftrive to blaſt me at my 
death, with an ingratitude whereof I never can be capable. What? (replyed Oxyartes) 
does Memnon ſee his mortal enemy defie him to fight ; and if he be that ſame Mem- 
non who paſles for valiant among the Perſians, has he not the heart to defend his life 
againſt him ? I never wanted heart (anſwered Memnon) in dangers that perhaps were 
oreater than this I have now before my eyes ; and my reputation is well enough efta- 
bliſhed,not to fear the fall of it by this ation: I ſhould not have beenprevented, if for- 
time bad given me other enemies,and I had already received offences from you,which 
any other man but Prince Oxyartes, and the Brother of Darius ſhould perchance 
have waſhed away with his Bloud. Youare diſpenced with for all thoſe conliderati- 
ons, (ſaid Oxyartes,interrupting him) both by the equality I reſolved to keep with you 
in the Birth,of my affeRion,and by the declaration I make , that 'twas not with any 
delign to oblige you, or to ſerve you, that1 ſuccoured you againſt the Scythians ; rhe 
King will not be diſpleaſed with you for this aQion, when he ſhall ktow the truch of 
it; you ow More to your honour, and to the defence of your life, than to your reſpeR 
for him; and *tis in ſhort, by no other way that I canbe repayed for the oblication you 
believe you have to me, Then I will be eternally in your debt, replyed Memnon, and 
*tis by my-own bloud I acquit my (elf, and not by a bloud which is ſacred to Memnon» 
and a bloud, for the converſation whereof I will ſhed mine own to the very laſt q rop. 
if 
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Ifneither the love of life, added furious Oxyartes, nor that of honour,touches you any 
longer, and if you tear not ro dye by my hands, or to live with infamy among the Per- 
ſians , at leait indeavour todetend Barlina , whom I am reſolved to take away from 
you, or diipole your (elf to yield her to me, it you dare not diſpute her againſt me. I 
yield you Bar{ina ſaid Memnon in yielding you mylite ; but it my life be left me, 1'le 
never leave my Love, nor my pretenlionsto Barlina. | 

O Gods ! cried Prince Oxyartes quite tranſported , with what an unworthy Rival 
and with what an unworthy Enemy do you oppoſe me? And dolt thou not tear ( con- 
tinued he turning toward Memnon ) doſt thou not fear I ſhould diſhonour thee amons 
the Perlians, whom thou haſt abuſed with a falſe gloſs of valour ? And that this cow- 
ardiſe ſhould make thee loſe chat tame thou halt unjultly got , and which thou holdelt 
from fortune rather than thy courage ? I ſhould feat it, anſwered patient Memnon ; 
and I ſhould believe I were guilcy of cowardiſe, if in the injuries you do me, I did not 
find ( betrer than in all the combats I have fought for him ) an occalion to teſtifie my 
true reſpects unto my Kingzand the true affe&ion I bear him ; this is the higeſt proof 
of it he couldever delire, and with what cowardiſe ſoever you would blemiſh me, you 
know -me well enough your ſelf, to think that the fear of a (ingle man can never make 
me avoid the combat ; you often in as dangerous occalions have ſeen me out-brave 
dearh withot terrour , and give my bloud liberally enoughfor you and yours; *twas 
by that remembrance I had hoped for an uſage from you very difterent from this you 
make me ſuffer, and that I had expe&ted any thing elſe from Prince Oxyartes, rather 
than theſe cruel threatnings, ina love whoſe beginnings he himſelf upheld , rather 
than bloudy outrages againſt my reputation , and rather than a cruel and violent de- 
ſign 4gaint a life which was never ſpared for the interelts of his Houſe. While Mem- 
non ſpake on this manner, Oxyartes looked upon him intentively , and in theſe lait 
words fond ſomething that ſoftned him, and made him repent his delign;the more he 
refleted upon it, the more he found it violent, and in the end, after having well exa- 
mined it, he abſolutely condemned it. I have done too much perhaps, ſaid he to Mem-- 
not, but F have not been Maſter of my paſſions , and for the time to come I will en- 
deavour to regulate them better if it be poſſible. As he brought forth theſe words he 
pat up his ſword, and turning his back to Memnon , went from him and returned to 
the Tents. Memnon, agitated with cruel diſquiets, retired to his, not meaning to viſit 
me in that condition, leſt I ſhould take notice of his ill humour. Yet had he fo much 
diſcretion, and ſo much reſpe& to Prince Oxyartes , that he would not diſcover his 
proceeding toany body, for fear the King ſhould take it amiſs , and teſtifie ſome diſ- 
pleaſure againſt him for it ; he would not ſpeak of it ſo much as .to me , doubting I 
might find ſome matter of afflition.init, and I never heard any thing of it till a long 
while after. In the mean time, Prince Oxyartes, whether it were by the anger where- 
with he had been tranſported to (ee a man preter'd before him whoſe Birth was inte- 
riour to his, and who ſurpaſſed himnot in good parts, or by the love which he blindly 
bore to me, was no ſooner at his Tent, but he was ſeiz'd with a violent Feaver, and ir 
iacreaſed with ſo much vehemence , that within three dayes the Phylitians besan to 
doubt of his recovery. Being that Prince was infinitely eſteemed by rhe whole Court 
his {ickneſs cauſed a general ſorrow , and the. King, towhom. his vertue made him 
dearer than nearneſs of blood, fell into a ſenſible grief; I was particularly afflited at 
it, and Memnon took it.not. ill that I expreſted my trouble to him. In the fits of his 
Feaver he ſometimes fell into ravings, and while reaſon was difpoſlefied of her go- 
verment, ie talked of nothing but Barlina, and by all his ations made thoſe that 
were anout. him judge , that nothing but his love had cauſed his f{ickneſs. This know- 
ledge redobled che King's aſflition, and he gave himſelfover to his ſorrow in an ex- 
ceiive manner, when he believed he could not fuccour his .Brother without deitroy- 
103 Memnon whom he loved very dearly , and to whoſe ſervices he believed himſelt. 
as much indebted as to his own word,whereby he was ingaged to him. Yer was he nqt fo 
dear to him as to have that afte&tion ruin that which he bore his{Brother, and he could 


. have delired,if it had been poſſible, that Memnon of his owa good will ſhould contri- 


bute to his cure ; but he would never ſpeak to him of it, and would rather haverun to 
any 
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any other extreamity than that of imploying his authority to oblige him; I was one 
of the firſt that viſited him with my Mother, but as ſoon as I came neer his bed , he 
was moved in ſuch manner as confirmed all that were preſent in the belief they had 
of the cauſe of his ſickneſs. Till then he had lived with me in a diſcretion that had hir- 
dred him for entertaining me in company, with a paſſion which he knew I diſappro- 
ved, bnt ſeeing himſelf then in a condition that ſeemed to afford him a greater liber- 
ty, he made no difficulty to take it ; and looking upon me with Janguiſhing eyes ; Fair 
Barſina, ſaid he, I dye for you, and by my death 1 abandon a happineſs to Memnon , 
which by the greatneſs of my love, I peradventure had deſerved as well as he. Saying 
theſe words he turned away his eyes from my face , and by his aftion touched me ſo, 
that I hardly was able to retain my tears ; Sir, anſwered I,you ſhall not dye for Bar- 
fina, and it had been better ſhe had never come into the world, than to cauſe ſo great 
a dammage to her Country. My death is little conliderable, replyed the Prince , and I 
receive it willingly , ſince it is favourable to you in delivering you from my impor- 
tunities. I never received any from you, ſaid 1, which I would be delivered of by the 
leaſt of your diſcontents , and if your life depended on my wiſhes, I would make as 
many for your health as for mine own. You have more goodreſs in appearance, re- 
plyed he, than in effe&, and when you ſaw me in another condition , you contributed 
nothing to hinder me from falling into this , in which you ſee me for the love of you, 
Yer 'tis not, continued he with a 1gh, to reproach you that I tell you this, you are 
ro00 juſt in all your a&ions to find any reaſon to condemn them, and being I puniſh no 
body but my ſelf for the faults I have committed, I ought alſo to accuſe no body but 
my ſelf of the advantages you give my Rival. He bad 1aid more without doubt, if the 
Phyſitians had not entreated him to keep filence , and if the Queens accompanied by 
the two Princeſſes and Prince Artaxerxes their Brother, had not entered then into the 
Chamber, and coming to his bed-ſide had not broken off that converſation. IfI o- 
mitted not to viſit him, Memnon,for all he was his Rival., and for all he was ſo ill ſa- 
tisfied with him , was not one of the laſt in offering to perform that duty, bur the 
Prince expreſs'd a repngnance for his viſits, and when he was told that he meant to 
come and ſee him, he made known that he ſhould do him a pleaſure to forbear, It ſuf- 
ficeth that I am vanquiſhed ( ſaid he) without ſhewing me the face of my Conqueror, 
and if Memnon be generous , he ought to content himſelf with his victory , without 
inſulting over me in my misfortune, Theſe words of the Princes which were told 
Memnon again,hindred him from coming into the Chamber, bur not from going e- 
very day to the door to enquire how he did ; that very care diſpleaſed the jealous 
Prince, and he ſaid to thoſe that brought him word of it, tell Memnon that Ihave but 
a few dayes to live,that he has but a while to exerciſe his patience,and that he ſhould 
not labour ſo much to learn the news of my death. Theſe words truck Memnon very' 
deeply, whoſe intent was far from Oxyartes his ſuſpitions;and in the meantime his ſick- 
neſs grew ſo dangerous,that the Phyſitians could no longer difſemble their apprehen- 
ſions. Then did the King's affe&tion to' him break forth into greater ligns of ſorrow 
than he yet had ſhewed, and then did that good Prince abandon himſelf unto his grief: 
with more exceſs than was expeRed from the greatneſs of his courage. Memnon, who! 
ſaw him in that eſtate,who, as I have told you, had the ſtrongeſt love to him that ever 

ſubje& bore his Prince,and who beſides took notice of the admirable goodneſs he had 

toward him, in letting a brother periſh whom he lov'd more dearly than himſelf, ra- 

ther than ſeek his ſafety to his prejudices fell into a grief wherein he had lkie to have 

been overwhelmed;and conſidering that he oughr no longer to ſuffer thoſe proofs of his 
King's affe&tion,without ſhewing the utmoſt he could hope for from his;he reſolved ra- 

ther to die, than to abuſe his goodneſs in an unhandſome manner,and finding him one 

day deeply buried in his ſadneſs ; Sir ſaid he to him-, if I can contribute to the life of 
Prince Oxyartes, be not in fear of his recovery : "Tis true, I love Barſina , but I love 

my King as I oughtto do, and to poppin him a Brother worthy of his affeftion, I 

ſhall know how to overcome my pation, and to yield that to Prince Oxyartes, which 

perhaps I have too much diſputed againſt him, The King liftup his head at theſe 


words, and after having a while looked upon Memnon, without ſpeaking, he caſt his 
arm 
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arms of a ſudden about his neck, and embracing him with an extraordinary tender- 
neſs ; My dear Memnon, ſaid he, I ſhould have let Oxyartes die, and ſhould have died 
my-ſelf, before I would have asked you what you offer mewith ſo much generolity ; 
' War if really you can contributero my Brother's lafery, without hazarding your own, 
1ſhall be mdebred to you for all my quier, andihall never find any recompence wor- 
eliy of you. Metinon o'recharg'd with grief,made no reply, "but only raking his leave 
of the King, with a low obeyſance, wear {trait to Oxyartes Chamber , and notwich- 
ſanding all that they, who were at the door,could ſay to hinder bim from ſeeing the 
Prince, heentgad into the Chamber, and came to his Bed-{ide. Aſſoon 48 the Prince 
knew him, b@#tuxned his head the other way, kd by ſome fighs which k& could nor 
retain, mai appear that he was touched with his {1ghr, and that he hardly could en 
dure it ; but Memnon meant to put him out of that ill humour, aud drawing near to 
him with confidence : Sir, ſaid he, for che lovedf the Gods, and for the love of Bar- 
lina, receive me no longer as an enemy ; I come not here totriumph over you by che 
advantages Fortune has blindly given me; but I cometo deliver them up to you, to 
abandon all my preten(ions, and in ſhort, to yield you Barna, of whom you are more 
worthy than 7. Oxyartes his reſentment againit Memnon was not ſo great, but that a 
good part of it was preſently diſſipated by theſe words, and he ſcarce had heard chem, 
when turning towards him with' more ſuddeanefs than his weak eſtate could probably 
have ſuffered : What, cryed hey Memnon, is it to give me Barſina, that you come to 
vilitme? Yes, Sir, replyed Memnon, 'tis Barſina I relign to you , and you may reco- 
yer upon the aflurance that ſhe ſhall no more be diſputed with you. And what will 
Memnon do (added the Prince) it he loſe Barlina> He'l dye (anſwered Memnon) and 
it is more juſt that he ſhould dye, than that the life of Prince- Oxyartes ſhould be lon- 
ger indanger. Ah! (cryed the Prince) it one muſt dye, I know how to dye as well as 
ou, and my ſpirit will be no more.daunted than yours with the image of Death, I 
fear it perchance aslirtle as you can do , and it you have no other remedy for my 
health, I account that worſe than the diſeaſe you would ſave me from. IfI had e're a 
entler, ſaid Memnon, I would make uſe of it to'content youz withoat amuſing your 
elf about conliderations that are too trivial to oppoſe the ſafety of ſuch a Prince as Ox- 
yartes ; your death would draw the imprecations of all ;\Perſia upon me, and Darius 
would have juſt occalion to deteſt the ingratitude of a man, who by the loſs of a theu- 
ſand lives like his» cannot __ the ſmalleſt part of what he ows him. At theſe words, 
without ſtaying for a reply, he went out of the room in ſo ſtrange a condition, that he 
could hardly have been known by his moſt familiar Friends. As he kad done that ation 
without making me acquainted, and belieyed that I would find juſt cauſe of complaint 
againg him,for ſeeing him ſo lightly quit pretenſions,in compariſonof which, he a few 
days before would have deſpiſed theEmpire of Aſia; he had not the confidence to come 
into my prefence,or perhaps fear'd heſhould want reſolution,in taking leave of me, for 
the departnre he had before determined ; all that he did to bid me farewell, was to 
Set free of all company, and ſhut himſelf up in his Chamber, to write me a Letter,the 
words whereof I think were theſe. | 
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To the Princeſs | 


BARSINA. 


Leave you, my dear Princeſs, ſince my cruel Deſtiny ordatns it me, and I canno 
J-- ger diſpute you agatnit the Brother of Dari, and the Brother of Darius ay. 

ing for you 3 it is nat perbaps that 1-want courage to defend my Intereſts , but 1 
can uo longer defend them agatn#t the goodneſs of my King, who could, and perad- 
venture would at laft;have taken that from me by Anthority which I give up to him 
by a too juft acknowledgment, Tet do not believe 1 leave you, without alſo leaving 
my life : 1 am going to dye, but 1 will dye far from you, that I may net trouble by 
my death, the felicities I grue unto my Rival, and thoſe to which you. are deftined 
with a Prince worthy of you 5 T beſeech you to bave but a maderateſenſe of my loſs, 
ſince my Fortune will be glorious if I can.eftabliſh yours ; and never attribute that 
to any want of love, which is a rigorons effe of Duty, 


Memnon gave this Letter to one of his Servants to bring it me, as he got on Horſe- 
back toleave the Camp; but the night was near, and came preſently after ſo extreme- 
ly dark, that having nolight at all to ride thatevening he could advance his Journey 
but a little way. You may ealily judge of my ſorrow, at the reading of that Letter, 
ſince itis very true that I loved Memnon as much as he ought to delire,.and fince I ne- 
ver had been ſhaken in my lirft affeftion, by the advantages I might have hoped for in 
Prince Oxyartes ; my grief was ſo exceeding violent , that it deprived me. almoſt of 
all ſenſe andunderſtanding, and I think T had ſunk under it, if I had not been well afſ- 
lifted by the endeavour of thoſe about me ; I powred forth my tears with all manner 
of liberty, before all my friends, who approved of my afteftion, and I made them all 
ſo far concerned in my grief, that their faces ſeemed little different ſrom mine.As dark 
as the night was, Hydaſpes and Cophes, my Brothers, would needs take horſe that ve- 
ry evening, to ride in ſearch of Memnon, but though I was little in a condition to do 
it, they by all means would have me write two or three lines to him , believing that 
they would be more powerfull to bring him back; than all the perſwalions they could 
uſe ; I ſatisfied them, and with much ado, wrote theſe few words which I gave them 


tor him, 4 
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turi, ner will 1 ever call that otber than 'ax: effet af. your trgratitude and 

forgetfallneſs, which duty never conld have exatled y0u : Live, and 
come back aan, 'if you will have me trove ,” and ſtrtve hot fu much to befarthfull 
aud acknowledging to Daxius, ' as thereby to become falſe and ingratefull te 
BARSINA, 


[ Never will pa;dow you the 1njary you do me, zf you repatr tt ot by your Ke- 


# # 


L will not repeat the complaints I madezthe diſcourſe of them-would without doub®? 
be tedious to you and therefore you ſhall only know. , that. that night wasthe moſt 
cxael one to me. of all that ever I had pafled in my whale life z .bur it ir was ſharp to 
me, it was favourable to the health ot Prince: Qxyartes, and he fell into a fweat,at the 
end of which bs Feaver was almoſt quite gone. Betare it was day they found ſo vili- 
ble an acendment in him, that they doubted no more of his recovery ; but as there 
was a change 1D the condition of his body z . there was alſo a very great onein that of 
his mind,and the Prince, after a great conflict all: chat night, had obtained a gallant vi- 
ory over his patfions : the carriage of Memnon 3 who had fo generouſly given up 
his own life for the-preſervation of his, had wrought fo far upon-hir , that from that 
very moment he had reſolved tonſe his urmoſt endeavours to make himſelf Maſter of 
tat love , wherein he could hope for no fatisfaQtion, but by the ruin of ſo generousa 
man. He fond it extreamly difficult, as he conteſled to us afterward , but having a 
very great courage, he did ſo effetually repreſent to himſelf what he believed he ow- 
ed to the aRion, and to the vertue of Memnon, that though he could not diſpoſe his 
mind to forget me, he brought ic roquit ta Metanon , and rather'to ſuffer all things 
than to crols his pretenſions any longer. I know very well, faid he to himſeff, that 
*will be hard for me to loſe the love I bear to-Barſina, bur I wilt oppoſe vertue'againft 
its power, and peradventure time, and a little abfence, may wotk my perfe& cure. 
Scarce had he takenthis reſolution , when'the'Kmg, who that day rofe extraordinary 
early, came into his Chamber, and overjoyed with the hopesthac were given him of 
his recovery, drew near to his bed-lide. As.foon as-the Prince had caſt his eyes upon 
him ; Sir, ſaid he, I ſhall live, nay more, 1I'le live without Barlina it it pleaſe the Gods. 
Memnon had reſigned her to me, out of an exceſs of love apd teipe to you, but I am 
now in acondition not to abuſe his goodneſs. The King was tranſported with content= 
ment at theſe words,” and embracing Oxyaftes with a great deaf of tendetneſs: Ah! 
Brother, ſaid he, if that which you tell me were poſſible z how much gloty would you 
reap from that ation, and how infinitely ſhould 1 be indebted to you. . It is poſſible , 
Sir, replied Oxyartes, and you ſhall quickly ſee proots of it. While they were ſpeak- 
12s on this manner, Artabaſus came in, who told them of Memnon's departure, and 
ſhewed them the Letrer he had written to me. The Kingzat the reading of it, appear- 
ed exceedingly atflicted, and the Prince having heard it ; Ah ! cried he, let me rather 
dye, than cauſe the death of noble Memnon. Sir , continued he turning toward the 
Kins, for Gods ſake ſend after him inſtantly, and ler them aflure him thatI renounce 

Bariina, and that T'le renounce her without dying. The King delayed not a moment 
to-ex2cute what the Prince delired,immediately he made a great many men take horſe; 
and to give them an authority which Memnon ſhould not be able to diſobey, he would 
Eecee 2 needs 
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needs have Prince Artaxerxes go forth with them. That Prince full of goodneſs, waz 
1oon onhorſe-back, and having informed himſelf and thoſe that followed him-what 
way Memnon had taken, he ran to ſeek him with all poſſible ſpeed. Good Artabafys 
came preſently after-into'my Chamber, where he gave me accoant of all that paſſed , 
and wher&zby the relation he made me of Oxyartes hischarge,, and of the order that 
was taken toferch Memnnbn back he gaye me hopes that drew ate partly out of that 
depth A wherein I had been buried. 

In the mean while Memnon was gone,but the night that came on preſently after his 
departure, had proved ſodark, thatnot being able to ſee his way, he had been con- 
ſtrained to alight and ſtay in a Wood, where he expefted the morning with Rtrange 
diſquiets. 1 will not tell you what his thoughts were, though he made me the reci- 
tal ofthem, that diſcourſe would draw out my .narration to a troubleſome length”; 
and it fathceth that You know he loved me extreamly , to imagine that the aRion he 
had done could not chuſe but put him into an inſenlible diſcontent , which tormen- 
ted him ſo cruelly , that he ſaw day appear without having ſlept one moment. As 
ſoon as it was light enongh to ſee to travel , he catcht his . Horſe again which had 
ſtray'd from him in the night , and getting out of rhe Wood rode -roward a little 
River , which runs within a few furlongs of it ; but when he was going to paſs it at a 
Ford , he ſaw himſelf overtaken by my Brothers , whom the darkneſs of the night 
had ſtayed at the (ide of the Wood, in which he had paſled it. Memnon who had re- 
ſolved toget away from us as far as he could poſſibly , and to ſeek death in the wars 
of ſome very remote Countrey , was ſurprized and afflifted at that encounter, and if 
it had been poſſible for him to ſhun it, my brothers ſhonld have employed their Pains 
to very little purpoſe. As ſoon as Hydaſpes came up to him, What Memnon, ſaid he, 
do you leave us on this faſhion, andif you loved Barſina, could you be capable of ſo 
ſtrange a change ? It is but becauſe I love her too well , anſwered Memnon , that 1 
forſake her, and if without dying I ceuld ſee herin the arms of my Rival, Iwould 
not leave my native Countrey for ever;and friends that are dearer to me than my ſelf, 
You ſhall not leave us, replied Hydaſpes, or at leaſt we'll follow you whitherſoever 
you po, if my liſters earnelt intreaties added to ours , cannot have power to get you 
back.With theſe words he delivered him the Lecter I had written,and Memnon having 
received it from his hands,read it, bedewing it with tears , and kiſſing it an hundred 


times. 


Barſina ! cried he, how miſerable am 1,zn not tering able to enjoy that for- 
O tune to which = raiſed me by your goodneſs ; and bow much happier bad 

my condition been, to have died in thoſe dangers, to which Oxyartes ex. 
poſed me for the love of you, than toſeemy ſelf reduced tothe cruel neceſſity of for- 
ſaking you without dying. Then turning toward my Brothers ; 1 did not doubt pur- 
ſued be, but that the Princeſs Barſina bad a great deal of goodneſs , andthat ſhe 
would make ſome attempt to recall me from the Grave, either by your ſollicitations, 
or out of her own generoſity 3 but 1nthe tearms 1 now ſtand, berpity is unprofitable 
to me, and though I were not driven by my deſpair , the engagement of my word 
will never ſuffer me to ſee ber more, | 


What, 


UMI 
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What, ( replied Hydaſpes impatiently ) will you then ſhew fo little friendfhip to 
us, and ſo little conſideration of Barſina's delires? Alas ! (aid ſorrowfull 'Memnon) 
there's the miſery of my condition,lince having obeyed her all my life in the moſt dit- 
ficult matters,I am forced to diſobey her in thoſe that are moſt pleating ro me,and moſt 
advantageoiss Memnon was ſpeaking on this manner,and my Brothers were labou- 
ring but in vain to perſwade him , when Prince Artaxerxes , and thoſe that attended 
him, came to their afſiſtance. Hydaſpes glad of that encounter, ran to meet the Prince; 
Ah ! Sir, cried he, how neceſlary to us is your preſence and authority, with a man 
who will no longer know us ? I ſhall have more credit than you; anſwered the Princs, 
and without donbt I ſhall perſwade him'to return by the news I bring him: - Barſita 
is yours, ( continued he, turning toward Memnon ) ſhe: is no longer neceflary for the 
ſatety of Oxyartes, to whom you -generouſly-had given her : After theſe words he 
rold him what the Prince hisUucle had faid,and having acquainted him with the Kmg's 
pleaſure, and the commaad he had to bring him hack, he, by the hopes he gave him , 
and by the marvellous power he had ovet all hearts,prevailed with him to break his re-- 
ſolution,and return with him to the Camp: Yet did he not know what he onght'to hope, 
having much ado to comprehend the truth of that Adventure. Prince Artaxerxes fent 
a man before to advertiſe the King of his good ſucceſs ; and Prince Oxyartes no ſooner 
heard that Memnon was upon his way to come back, but he entreated rhe King to or- 
der it ſo, that I might be im his Tent with him: The King having ſent ſuch word to 
Artabaſus , -he would needs carry me thither himſelf, and we chanced to come to the 
door; jult as Prince Artaxerxes with Memnon and my Brothers ahghted. Afoon as 
the Prince ſaw me ; Couzen, ſaid he, I bring you home this Fugitive ; but "tis upon a 
condition you ſhall pardon him his flight for.my ſake,& that you ſhall tie him o fait he 
may be able-to get away from you no more:I was-ſo confounded art that encounter,thar 
I had-not the confidence to reply,but I held my peace;partly out of the reſpe&l bore to 
my Fathers preſence, and partly out of fome reſentment I had againſt Memnon ; we 
went into the Chamber,where we found the King, with the Queen,and a great deal of 
other company. Oxyartes could not ſee me and Memnon ( who appeared at the ſame 
time) without ſighing and changing colour ; many took notice of it, but the King ta- 
kins me by the hand himſelf led me to his bed-lide , and Memnon alſo came thither. 
Oxyartes uſed ſome violence upon his thoughts to expreſs himſelt, bur diflemblins his 
conſtraint as well as poſſibly he could, he ſpake on this manner. 


aftons you have fought my ſhame as much as your own advantage, and that 
you have not been ſatisfied with having conquered me all manner of wayes , 
unleſs you bad alſo the glory to trtumph over me ;, your Generoſity bas without 
doubt gained ai entire glory over my imgratitude , over my obStinacy 18 croſſing 
your pretenſions , and over the cruel deſygns Thad agatnit your happrneſs , and 
again#t your life; but alſo 1 bave endeavoured to repatr my unwortby ations by a 
force I bave uſed upon my paſſion , and perhaps you fought not better when you 
conquered me, than I did when 1 overcame my ſelf : 1 will not tell you that 
Barſina 15 no longer in my beart, it would have been very difficult to race out ſuch 
deep Charafers 1n one night, but I promiſe you ſhe ſhall never be there to do you 
any prejudice ;, and that if by means and reaſon 1 am not avle_to baniſh her out of 
it, the place ſhe ſhonld poſſeſs there ſhall never giue you. any cauſe of jealouſie 
or complaint againit me, Do not, by an exceſs of generoſity oppoſe the reſolution 
I bave ſettled ;, yow would but Vainly combat a deſign which nothing 1s capable 
to druert ; and to take away all the ſcruples which compaſſion for a ſick man 
might cauſe in you toward me, know that it ſhall be without dying, Ile quit all 
* my 


J Have a great deal of reaſon to complatn of you , Memnon, ſince 14 all your 
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my pretenſions to you , and that Barſina is no longer neceſſary to ſave my 
bfe. 


- 


Oxyartes ſpoke to this effeft , and Memnon who had hearkened to him without jn- 
terruption, anſwered him.in theſe tearnis, | 


cult enterprizes,. and the proof of it you give to day, confirms that belief miſt , 
werfully to the world : I know, Str , tat without being unwortby, 1 cannot © 
abuſe the favour you do me ;, but alſo after your command to the contrary, 1 cannot 
without drfobediexce oppoſe the will of my Prince , andof my Maſter ; 1 mill there- 
fore ſhut my eyes, ſince you enjoys it me againſt all the Reafois that argue againſt my 
happineſs, azid will blindly recetue the Fortune you give me , ſince it comes from a 
hazd from which 1 can refuſe nothing , : 


Memnon held his peace after theſe words , and by his a&tion made known to the 
Prince , that the fear of diſpleating him, rather than the conlideration of his own inte- 
reſt, obliged him to obey. Prince Oxyartes put forth his hand tohim, and then turn- 
ins toward me ; Cozen, ſaid he, pardon me the diſcontents 1 have made you ſuffer,and 
if I no more demand proofs of your afteftion' to Memuon's prejudice, will you not 
grant me thoſe which nearneſs of Alliance. may yet grve tne leave to lope for from 
you 2 I thenlooked upon Artabaſus, and. having by a nod received permiſſion trom 
him to reply ; Sir, ſaid I, I while Live will preſerve the remembrance of what I owe 
to your perſon, and to your goodneſs,nor will I ever ſwerve trom the reipe&t to which 
I am obliged both by birth , and by the affeftion wherewith you have honoured me, 
Oxyartes appeared fatished at theſe words, and then the King minghng himfelf in our 
converſation with a great deal of intereltyteftified an extraordinary joy to {ce us in ſo 
fair a way to our happineſs. 

I ſhall not need to tell you more, ſuch were the end of the crofles we had met in onr 
affection,and from that day Prince Oxyartes kept the promiſe he had made to Memnon 
molt exactly ; true it is, that he ſought ſome part of his cure in abſence, and as ſoon as 
he was well enough to endure a Litter ; he departed from the Camp, where by reaſon 
of his weakneſs he could not exerciſe his valour tor ſome time , and took his journey 
toward Perſepolis. © Belides, you know, Sir, that we returned thither- within a little 
after ; and that the incommodiouſneſs of the ſeaſon conſtrained the King: to draw 
out of the field and retire. Oxyartes appeared not at the Court at our arrivall,but 
{taid a while longer at one of his own houſes in the Couyntrey , to obtain by” that 
abſence a forgerfallneſs which he judged neſlary for his revoſe. He camethither a- 
gain when he believed he had brought his mind in part to what he delired, and you 
arrived there,Sir,almoſt about the very ſame time. You know all chat paſſed before my 
Marriape ; and there is nothmg memorable nor diverting enovslr to entertain the 
Princeſs your liſter without wearying of her, it will ſuffice me to tell her that we re- 
ceived no more trouble in our Loves ; that Oxyartes was one of the forwardett to ſolli- 
cir our marriage, and that having been deferred only by reaſon of a lickneſs that kept 
Artabaſus long in bed, it was zccompliſhed preſently after his recovery, with a great 
deal of ſatisfattion to the King, and to the whole Court, that took an intereſt in Mem- 
non's contentments. Oxyartes never would reſolve to. marry , but thll reſiſted: the 
Kings defires, who would have matched him to one of the Daughters of King Occhus 
his Predeceflor; from that time he never gave me any knowledge of the return of his 
paſſion , and Memnon never found any occalion of complaint in any of his a&tions. 
This is all I have to tell yon, and you will giveme leave to paſs over the great attions 
poor Memnon did afterward againit Alexander, whereby, in gaining an-1mmortal re- 
putation, he acqitted himſelf of what he owed to the goodneſ; of his King, He di- 
ed full of slory tor his ſervice, after having made all Atia judge, with how much ju- 

lt.c2 
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ſtice he merited his affeRions, and I remained in the world after him to be expoſed tO , 
thoſe long miſeries which the Gods ſeat me for a puniſhment, for having out-lived ſo 
amiable, and fo illuſtrious a Husband. Bartina made a op at theſe words, to wi 
away the tears that ran from her eyes in Sreat abundance, and when ſhe had ſetled her 
ſelf a little : You know the relt of my lite, purſued ſhe, the abode I made- at Damaſ- 
cus after Memnon's death, where I was comforted by your preſence, and where I was 
taken priſoner with you ; you know my long captivity with che Princeſles, and all that 
befel me till your departure from Sula, and till my arrival in thisCamp;lI will only adds 
that lince that time, whether it were by reaſon of my captivity, during which, Oxy- 
artes continued ever with the King his Brother, or of his being raken up with the em- 
ployments Alexander put upon him afterward, which engaged him to long Voyages, 
or of the abode he made in thoſe Provinces, which he gave him at his return to Suſas 
I have ſeen hin but very little, and 'ris onely lince my arrival in this Camp , that I 
rceived the renewing of that affe&tion he had born me in former times ; he firſt cave 
me knowledge of it by his looks, and afterwards by words that ſhew neither an inſen- 
Gbility, nor an indifference toward me. | 
Barlina thus ended her diſcourſe, and Prince Oroondates and Berenice, after havin 
heard the conclulionof it, fell upon the praiſes of thoſe two generous Lovers ; and af- 
ter they had entertained themſelves awhile upon that ſub KR; you have toldus things 
in order, ſaid Oroondates to Barlina, which I had heard contuſedly long ago, nor 
had I loſt the remembrance of them, if at the time when I heard them ſpoken of, I had 
intereſſed my ſelf as much in your affairs, as I have done fince : I now find a fair oc- 
calion to employ my ſelf, andI mult confels to you, that if Prince Oxyartes will make 
aſe of me in this delign, I ſhall joytully embrace the opportunity of doing him good . 
offices toward you ; the eſteem I have of his perſon, and the love and reſpect I bear ta 
the whole Family whereof he is deſcended, will make me undertake the moſt difficult 
things that may be for his ſatisfaction ; and I know that in doing him ſervice, I ſhall 
not offend Barlina; they indeed are worthy of one another,and as among all Princeſles, 
Oxyartes can hind none more lovely than Barſina, ſhe amangs all Princes cannot find 
one who deſerves berter to ſerve her than Oxyartes, and with whom, for the merit of 
his perſon, the greatneſs of his birth, and the remembrance of his ancient palkion, ſhe 
can more worthily match her ſelf, Barlina bluſht at theſe words, without replying, 
and the Prince judged by her attion;that perhaps ſhe would have no very great repug- 
nance to hearken to the propolition he made her. They had a little diCourſe upon 
that ſabje&t after which Oroondates was willing to give his liter liberty to riſe, and to 
that end, leaving Barlina with her, he went out of = Chamber to Lyſimachus his 
Tent, where a good part of his companions were already aſſembled. 
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F 1H EZ Princes were met together in Lylimachus his Tent ,. to delibe- 
rate what order they ſhould take about the aflault , for which the 
Army was preparing. The Engines, they had (aid for , were now 
ina readineſs, and all the $kill of the moſt induſtrions Work- 
men of Alia had been employed about them ; but amonglt all 
thoſe tzat were molt expert, Demetrius' was he that had rurni- 
ſhed the rareſt inventions. - For all he was ſo Youns and Amorous* he - had 
beſtowed ſome hors in that ſtudy , and he there made his experiments 
inthat Science , which afterwards gave him the name of Polyorcetes, or taker of 
Cities. His Father, and all his friends, admired the effeRs of his inventive wit, 
and of the inclination he had to thoſe exerciſes, in which he gave directions, and 
inftruced thoſe he ſet a worx, rather like an old Maſter, than a young Prince pre- 
pollefſed with an amorous pation , and fitter in appearance for any other employ- 
ment. The Princeſles themſelves , took pleaſure to be ſometimes preſent. at his 
Work , and Deidamia, who in all his ations, found motives to recedefrom her ſe- 
verity,in favour of him, did not hearken without ſome intereſt to the praiſes that 
were given toſuch hopefull beginnings. Amongſt his many ſeveral inventions , he 
cauſed Engines to be made of a prodigious greatneſs, to oppole them againſt 
the heighth of the walls, which , without that elevation, were ſafe from auy Sca- 
Iado. Theſe were certain Towers, or kind of Houſes, on the top of which, one 
might place a good number of men, and the Under-Rooms were filled with Ar- 
chers , who out at open places, made for that purpoſe , ſhot Arrows ſecurely a- 
Sainlt the Battlements, to favour the approaches of their Companions ; They 
were moved upon wheels, which by reaſon of the excetſive weight of the Bodies 
they carried , - could be turned but very flowly ; the Platform, where the ſoaldiers 

ood that were commanded ont for the Scalado, was defended with a good 

Parapet, and in the middle of ir Engines of battery were raiſed , which by the 

force of certain Cables , ſtretched and let ſlip again with violence , ca{t ſtones of 
above an hundred pound weight , to the diſtance of above three hundred pace; ; 

and more than two hundred foot in ns theſe Engines that were os 
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he rolled into the Moat, after having filled up thoſe places with earth , or with 
bruſh Faggots, where they had meant toſet them, they had made. ochers more 
managea fe to batter the Gates ; for they knew very well, that the ftrength of the 
Rams would have been but little conſiderable againſt ſuch VValls as thoſe of 
Babylon ; the Princes took great care to ſee them all in order , and intended ro 
make trial of them before chey employed them in good earneſt. The reſult of the 
Counſel,held in Lylimachus his Tent, was that they ought ro longer to defer 
the aſſault, ſince they were in a condition to give it, for fear the courage of the 
Souldiers ſhould ſlacken, by prolonging the ltiege, and, leſt by the arrival of 
ſome relief, which the enemies expeRed , their dithculties ſhould grow greater 
than they were at that preſent ; and order was given, that at the beginning of thar 
very night, they ſhould fall to work abouthilling up thoſe Parts of the Moat , whi- 
ther they purpoſed to roll their Engines, and by which they were to get uato the 
wall. 

For this end they had provided a great number of Bavins, and the Forces 
appointed for that ſervice , had no ooner received command, but they put them- 
ſelyes in a readineſs to execute it, Eumenes and Polyperchon undercook the 
care of that ſervice, and afloon as night was come , -they had their men upon 
the counterſcarp of the Moat, and ſet them about the buſineſs ; they tliat were to 
work, had furniſhed themſelves with all materials that were neceſlary z they got 
earth from the gOnn—_ which they threw down , and took Faggots from a 
great number of Carts which brought them-after them. There being tweaty ſe- 
veral places in which they were to worx, Eumenes and Polyperchon, who could 
not be preſent every where, left a Commander in each place , with certain Offi- 
cers tOoverſee the Workmen , and a thouſand Souldiers upon the Counterſcarp, to 
ſaſtain them againſt (allies , and went up and down to all the reſt to provide all 
things needfull. The darkneſs of the night favoured their beginnings again(# 
the Enemies Arrows ; but when it was half” ſpent, they allied upon chem in tws 
ſeveral places, commanded on the one {ide by Aritton , and on the other by Andia- 

oras. 
y They preſently made a very great (laughter of the firſt that happened to be in 
their paſlage ; and interrupted the work, by the death of a great number of Pio- 
neers and Souldiers ; But Eumenes and Polyperchon , having rallied their For- 
ces with a marvellous diligence, without calling for relief, or giving the Alarm 
to the reſt of the Camp, opt their fury in a little time , and preſſed them fo vi- 
gorouſly afterward, that having left many of their men ſlain in the Moat, they 
were conſtrained to return into the Town. In the mean while, the work was ſo dili- 
gently haſtened, that before day the third part of it was done, the work-men lodg- 
= y in ſome meaſure ſheltred from the Arrows that were ſhot from the top of the 
walls. 

Next morning, the belieged with ſorrow diſcovered the progreſs of their Ene- 
mies, and how they had lodged themſelves, and would have tryed to beat them a- 
way from thence, if they had not ſeen part of the Army upon tae Coanterſcarp , in 
a poſture to withſtand their reſolution. The day paſſed without attempting any 
thing, and the Princes contented themſelves with making thoſe parts be kept which 
they had taken, without engaging their Souldiers raſhly in roo maniteit dangers; bur 
aſſoon as darkneſs had driven away the light, which had hindredrtheir proceedings , 
they fellto work again, and continued it with ſuch ſpeed, that by break of day they 
had carried it within thirty foot of the wall, aid needed but another night to bring 
it to perfection, 

The next enſuing was not quite paſled , when there was an Alarm given 
to Antigonus his Quarter ; Some Horſemen, that had been ſent abroad to ſcour 
the wayes , were beaten back by a ſtronger Party, and being returned in- 
to the Camp , after having loſt ſome of their Fellows, had brought intelli- 

ence , Which made all the Princes riſe and go to Antigonus his Tent. They 

aid they had met fifty or threeſcore Horſe advancing ſecretly toward the Camp g 
an 
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and that having asked them the word , they had been ſo ſuddenly charged, that 
all they were able to do was to ſave themſelves by the ſwiftneſs of their horſes; 
The Princes doubted not by this report , but that thoſe horſemen were the 
fore-runners of a greater body that was advancing to relieve their enemies , and 
being delirous to know the certainty, while they were ſetting the army in a rea- 
dinels to receive them, they preſently ſent forth two hundred Horſe, under the 
command of Araxes and Cleonimus , who, guided by the Troopers that had Si- 
ven the alarm, departed from the Camp with order to bring in news of the ene- 
my ; but ſcarce were they without the Line , when there appeared upon the 
Town Walls alighted Torch, which was held up, and ſhaken about for a certain 
time. Antigonus, who was one of the firlt chat obſerved ir, ſhewed it to his com- 
panions, that were gathered together with him betoce his Tent.. Let's doubt no 
longer ( ſaid he to them) bat that relief is come to our enemies, behold the ſis - 
nal which they of the Town have given, and Iam much deceived, if while theſe 
{upplies ſtrive to get into the City, the Belieged make not a ſally ro favour them, 
and facilitate their paſſage. All the Princes were of the ſame opinion , it beins 
Srounded upon very great probability, and with that belief they made the 
whole Camp itand to their arms, ſent order to thoſe on the other (ide of the 
river to bring over more Forces, and gave notice toEumenes and Polyperchon , 
that they ſhould keep in their Poſts with theirs, and not'quit the work they had 
begun, what noiſe, or what alarm ſoever they ſhould hear, unleſs they received 
ſome new Order. The valiant Thaleltris, who was gotten up as well as the Prin- 
ces, was entreated to ſtay with all her women, to guard thoſe of her own Sex , 
and, in caſe it ſhould be neceflary , to draw up all their Squadrons round their 
Tents to defend them. The Orders were hardly given, 'when Cleonimus return- 
ing with his men,brought three of the enemies priſoners unto the Princes, He was 
preſently encompafſed with a great number of gallant men, and after that it) 
a few words he has given them an account of the encounter, and of the skirmiſh 
he had newly had , Prince Artaxerxes, who was then in command', examined 
the Priſoners, and having put them out of their fear, asked who they were,nnder 
what Leader , what number, in what order, and with what deſign they marched 2? 
* Weareled( anſwered one of the Priſoners) by Nabarzanes, who with 12000 
horſe drawn out of thoſe Countries which Alexander left him, and out of thoſe of 
his neighbours,means to endeavour to get into the-Town; his Cavalry is well cho- 
ſen, well armed, well mounted; and with the help of thoſe within, hopes to break 
through your Troops, but we ſhould have had much more confidence of it, if we 
could have ſurprized you, as we believed we might 'have'done: ,it-we had come 
ſome few hours ſooner. This Priſoner told other patticularities to Ptolomeus 
and Craterus, who asked him many queſtions, but he had no ſooner named Na- 
barzanes,but Prince Artexerxes, Oroondates, and Oxyartes, grew pale and trem- 
bled with horrour,at the deteſted name of that abominable Parricide. Artaxerxes, 
as molt concerned, appeared molt ſtricken, and after having teſtified his aſtoniſh- 
ment by a few minvtes lilence; is your Commander (ſaid heto the Priſoners ) that 
execrable Nabarzanes, who with impious Beſtus imbrued his cruel hands in. the 
blood of his King ? The priſoners having avowedit by their ſilence. O Gods ! 
( continued the Prince of Perſia ) how perfe& is your juſtice in bringing this 
Monſter to puniſhment, and in giving Darius his Ghoſt a ſatisfation, which A- 
lexander owed it, and which he refuſed to pay at the ſolicitation of a vile Eu- 
nuch ; I was obliged to follow this Parricide over all the earth, and he comes now 
to deliver himfelf up unto his deſtiny , without putting me to the trouble to go 
and ſeek him. While Artaxerxes ſpake thus, Oroondates and Oxyartes, whoſe re- 
ſentments came little ſhort of his, could not withhold their tears , and rekindled 
their wrath againſt the monſter by the news of his arrival. They a sked their pri- 
ſoners ſome other queſtions touching the order of their march,and the way their 
Troops were coming, and when they had informed themſelves ſufficiently, Arſa- 


ces drew 12000 horſe from amonsglt the beſt of theirs , and Prince Oxyartes 
Frfff 2 took 
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took [ix thouſand others with a de(ion to tetch a greater compaſs, toſurround the 
enemy and put them out of hope of flight. : 

When theſe were all on horſeback,and that Lyl1machus, Orontes, and Deme-. 
trius were alſo mountee with Arſaces , intending to go ſeek their enemies with- 
out the Line, they heard a crying, Arm, Arm, towards the Gates of the City, 
and learned from one another, that the belieged were fallying, and falling upon 
thoſe that were next them with the better part of their Forces. This news did not 
at all diſmay the Princes, nor did it interrupt Arſaces his reſolution , he marched 
with his men out of the Camp , and Prince Oroondate?, Ptolomeus, Craterns , 
and Antigonus, with Battal:ons and Squadrons which -were then drawn up in 
order, turned againitPerdiccas, who, tollowed by Peuceltas, amd Neoptolomus, 
was.come forth in Perſon with eight thouſand of his men ro favour the paſfage 
of his Allies, while the fight was beginning and growing hot , and that Perdiccas 
by at firſt reliltance found it would be no light dithculty to open a way for th 
relief. | 

Arſaces,sone out of the Camp, advanced at a large Trot towards his Enemies , 
but he was not far without the. Line , when he:heard the noiſe, and even the 
neighing of their Ftgxſes, that were coming up with ſpeed at the {ignal which 
was ſhewed' them from the Walls a ſecond time. He ſent forth Criton with a 
party of Horſe to diſcover them, and Nabarzanes, who had heard the ſame noiſe 
Arſaces had done, did the ſame on his de, and made a hault, not knowing what 
reſolution he ſhould: take. Arſaces and Lylimachus with their companions , 
wavered likewiſe intheirs , thinking it fit toſtay till day , which was near at 
hand , for fear leaſt the enemies, and Nabarzanes, whom they ſought for more 
than all the,xeſt; ſhould eſcape him in the dark , eſpecially ſeeing by that delay 
they gave Oxyartes.leave to inviron them. With this conceit they ſent ſpee- 
dily after Cyton ; forbidding him. to ingage , and commanding him only to 
keep alittle before, and to obſerve the countenance of the enemy, as much as 
night would ſuffer-him incaſe they ſhould advance any further, His deſign 
was executed as they; had contrived ; for Nabarzanes, who ſaw himſelf diſcove- 
red, durſt not gg on, ,neither would he retire in diſorder, for tear of iving . 
his enenyes greater advantages by his retreat, While he was in this irreſoluti- 
on, accompanied with, deadly apprehenſions , the darkneſs began to vaniſh, and 
inſenſibly, ghe Troops ofeither party perceived and knew one another. Then jt 
was that. Arſaces commanded all his Trumpets to ſound a charge, and mar- 
ched againſt, his half-conquered enemies as to a certain viRory ,'rather than to 
a combat whoſe. ſucceſs:cohld be diſputed with him. Yet Nabarzanes, who ſaw 
himſelf in a manifeſt danger, and who judged , that nothing but his ſword could 
clear his paſſage or his. return, received-them very ſtoutly , and his ſouldiers', 
whichwere chaſen menzquickly made it appeat,thattheadvantage over them was 
not to be gotten withourlofs of blood. Arſaces , Lylimachus , -Orontes , Deme- 
trius , Alexander, and the ſons of Artabaſus , flew in _—_ them like ſo many 
hungry Lions z and- che extraordinary fury that tranſported them-at the remem- 
brance of Darius, made them do things beyond the power of-1men ; at firſt 'it 
was not light enough. to diſcern obgeets diftinaly ," but when onee it was clear 
day,theſe valiant Warriours ſought their enemies, and hewed out their paſſage a- 
monslt them with more facility than before. Arſaces, who in that firſt brunt had 

dy*d himſelf all over in blood,and who that day had fſacritxced part of mercifull in- 
clinations to the memory of the revenge he owed unto his Father's Ghoſt, ſlaugh- 
tered his enemies with pleaſure, and ſeeking for Nabarzanes in all places , made 
his name reſound which way ſoever he turned. Where art thou Nabarzanes(cried 
he) where doſt thou hide thy ſelf, thou horrible murtherer of thy King , behold 
the remnants of that blood which thou did{t ſo inhumanely and ſo perfididuſly 
ſhed. - 3 

Uttering theſe words, he went about to every part of the field, where he be- 
lieved he mig ht meer him , and Nabarza1es , who at firſt had fought in the - a 
ranks 
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ranks , not being then able to reliſt his fear , and the remorſe df his guilty con- 
ſcience, crowded into the midit of his men , and ſought for Sanctuary againſt 
the ſword of that threatning Warriour, Arſaces not knowins which way to 
get to him , let fall his anger upon the fir{t that oppoſed his pallage; Lyſima- 
chus gave blows little different from his, and in that occation ſhewed 'gallant 
marks both of his uſual valour, and of the intereſt he took in the revenge of 
Pariſatis's Father ; Orontes made himſelf remarkable by his actions like thoſe 
which, inthe Amazons Country , and in all other 'places where he had drawn 
his (word, had gained him ſo brave a Reputation ;- and young Demetrius , 
pricked with Emulation by the actions of thoſe tamous men, did things that 
were miraculous to equal them ; the other Princes that tollowed did break into 
the enemies ranks with a courage like theirs, and in ſhortthey were {0 Vigorouſ- 
ly ſeconded by their men, that Nabarzanes his Troops, not being longer abſe- to 
withſtand them, 'gave ground firſt, and within a little after plainly turned their 
backs. 

As ſoon as Artaxerxes ſaw them in diſorder, be rnſhed into the thickeſt with a 
fury which made him find room enough whereſoever he went, and opening a way 
to the very laſt ranks, which were the firtt that fled, he ſought Nabarzanes ſo 
carefully there , that keno longer icould eſcape his I1ght, and being ſhewed him 
by ſome of his own men , whom fear of death had forced todo him: that ill of- 
fice, he ran to him with a.cry, which, for all his arms , froze -him with a mortal 
terrour : Thou mnt dye, Nabarzanes (ſaid he ) buttliou muſt dye as Beflus did. 
Sayins theſe words, he flew upon him, with h's ſword in his hand, and in de- 
ſpighr of tie reliftance of a great many of his men that defended him, he charged 
him ſo impetuouſly, that-with the firſt blow he gave ,. he made his Cask tumble 
amons(tthe horſes feer' ; the unarmed head of that horrible Parricide appear- 
ing to theeyes of Darius his Son , awakened his indignation with ſo much vio- 
lence, that all the power of mankind would have been too weak to ſtop the effets 
of it. | «gee # I_w—_ 

Nabarzanes his friends, feting his head without defence, would have ſheltred 
him with their bodies But the famous Prince of Perſiaquickly made a way 
with his fword, and ſending ſome of the moſt zealous of them to gnaw the earth, 
got up to'Nabarzanes juſt as he was turning his back to run away, and not judging 
him worthy to dye by his ſword, he let it hang by a chain , wherewith it was fa- 
Kened tahhis arm; and with his right hard, which was then free, ſeizihg upon his 
hair that hung long upon his ſhoulders, he ſpurred on his horſe at the ſame in- 
ttant, and with that paiffant Arm pulled the Traitor out of his ſaddle, and having 
dragged him a tew ſpace on that manner ,' with an unparalleFd force he laid him 
crols the bow of his own , ſtretched all atlength z and maugre the oppoſition of 
all his men, carried him out of the throng, in that Eſtate; © Wretched' Nabarza- 
nes ſtrugled in Arſaces' his hand, like ſome weak bird in the Tallons of an Eagle 
or Vulture but all his'{kriving was tono purpoſe , for his furious Conquerour 
brought him! off ealily from among{t thoſe of his party, and meeting Critoti, who 
was bulie with ſome other horfemen in purſuit of thoſe” that fled ; Stay ( cried 
he ) and keep this murtherer'6f-my Father, whom I deliver into thy harids. With 
theſe words he gave him into his -uſtody , and; Criton, who took part in his Ma- 
{ters reſentments, received him with a'great deal of joy ; and cauling hitn] to 'e- 
mounted: behind one of his Troopers, he made all the reſt ride round about 
him, uling all the caution that was neceflary to hinder ſach a priſoner from eſca- 
: In this mterim., Lyfimachns and his companions bad” utterly defeated their 
enemies ; ..and for their abſolute deſtru&ion, their ilt deſtiny made thoſe that 
had gotten the advatage of the relt by flight, to fall into the Party led by 
Prince Oxyartes, who, no leſs animated than his Nephew by the memory of 
the King his: Brother , put them almoſt every man to the fword. This Defeat 
was exceeding bloudy , and. the Conquerours never gave off till they _ 

that 


284 CASSANDReA. PartV. 


that Nabarzanes was taken , and that an exemplary juſtice might be done upon 
the perſon of that Monſter, After they had given quarter to ſome few that had 
eſcaped from their firſt fury , the Conquerours returned to the Camp with as 
entire a victory as they could have wiſhed. They found their valiant Compa- 
nions ViRorious , as well as they, over them that had allied -out of the Town , 
and heard, that after a conſiderable loſs on both fides , they had beaten back 
Perdiccas to his very Gates ; the work of thoſe thar were filling up the Moats 
having never been interrupted , but by the approach ofday , which had made 
them defer the end of it till the night following. Oroondates welcomed his 
dear Brother with acclamations of Viftory , and the Princes, who had accom- 
panied him , received from the whole Army ſuch honours and praiſes as were 
due unto their Vertue ; but when diſloyal Nabarzanes appeared before Oroon- 
dates, Artabaſus , and thoſe who did yet reverence the memory of Darius, 
his ſight tranſported them in ſuch manner , that their high vertue could hard- 
ly furniſh them with moderation enough to contain themſelves ; all cryed out 
aloud that he ſhould be expoſed to the molt cruel torments that men were able 
to invent, and ſcarce was the authority of the Prince ſufhcient to reſcue him 
from the firſtfury of thoſe that were moſt paſſionate. Oroondates turned away 
his eyes from off his face , not being able to look upon it without horrour, nor 
without tears, which that tragical remembrance made him ſhed ; And Arſa- 
ces. being unwilling to condemn him , and being unwilling alſo to acquit him 
for a crime which his Clemency could not mediate for without making it ſelf 
deteſtable , delivered him up to the judgement of Craterus, Antigonus, Ptolo- 
meus, and Polyperchon ; none of thoſe that were concerned would have to do 
in it, and thoſe valiant Captains, to be exempt from all blame in the puniſh- 
mentsthey ſhould ordain for a man that ſeemed to be a priſoner of war, would 
needs haveSeleucus , who then began to leave his bed , and Nearchus , whoſe 
health was in the ſame condition , to be of the number of his Judges , and that 
they themſelves ſhould paſs Sentence upon a man of their own party. This 
conlideration was nothing favourable to Nabarzanes , for Seleucus was the 
firſt, that, without having any reſpect to the delign he had had to ſerve thoſe of 
his party , judged him worthy of the moſt rigorous torments that could be in- 
flited ; Nearchus was of - his opinion, and then all the reſt of them condemned 
him to the ſame kind of death , which Beſſus, his horrible accomplice in that 
fa, had ſuffered, This Decree, which was yet too gentle for his crime, was 
executed with great ſatisfa&tion to the Perſians, who found ſome comfort in that 
revenge of their King's death : ſuch was the end of the murtherers of much la- 
mented Darius, , and the Succeſlours of Alexander did in ſome meaſure repair 
the fault he had committed againſt the intereſt of all Kings , and againſt his u- 
ſal magnanimity, in ſparing that Monſters life -at the interceſſion of Bagoas. 
Order was given to cauſe the dead of each Party tobe buried or burned, and the 
remainder of that day was employed in preparations for the aflault , which was 
intended for the next; Theſe laſt ſiccefles had encreaſed their hopes , and 
though their enterprize was one of the greateſt that men had undertaken, as 
well in regard of the ſtrength and height of the Walls they were to ſtorm , as 
of the namber and valour of the men that defended them ; they doubted not 
of a favourable iſſue , and made themſelves ready joyfully for an ation, the 
thought whereof might have ſtruck terrour into the moſt reſolute hearts. All 
the Engines were carefully ſurveyed that they might be fit for ſervice, and as 
ſoon as it was night , Eumenes and Polyperchon ſet their men to work again, 
and plied them in ſuch a manner , that they had made an end an hour before 
day, and the Moat without the Walls of Babylon , was filled up and made level 
with the Counterſcarp in twenty ſeveral places , for the breadth of above three- 
ſcore foot. | 

No ſooner did the Sun diſcover his earlieſt beams , but through the whole 


Camp was heard the noiſof a thouſand warlike inftruments , which Gn 
the 
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the courages of the Souldiers , for the important aRion of that day , one might 
ſee them run on all (ides, and range themtelves under the Standards and Ban- 
ners With a cheerfulneſs full of reſolution ; their valiant Commanders obſer- 
ved it with a great deal of joy , andevery one amonsett his own endeavoured to 
confirm them in it , by all the conliderations of Honour and of Interett-; the 
common Souldiers, in whom the hope of booty produce; uſually as ttrong ef- 
fects as the delire of Honour, could nor think of the pillagex of a City ; proud 
with the ſpoyls'of ſo many Kings , and enriched with the treaſures of ſo many 
Provinces, without preparing themſelves for marvellous exploits ; and they , in 


- whoſe ſouls more noble conliderations were wont to work, promiſed them- 


ſelves a more perfect glory in this laſt effe& of their valour , than chat they had 
acquired intheir former Conquetts. The Princes walked about through all the 
quarters, and incited all the Batcalions , which being drawa up in very good 
order, where advancing already toward the Counterſcarp : one part of the Ca- 
yalry tood in Battalia, in the plain on both ſides of the river, and che other, by 
order from their Commanders, had changed their quality for that day, and 
made a body of Infantry to march on to the aflault as the reſt of the foot ; thoſe 
famous Captains baving judged, that to affault a Town like Babylon , defended 
=_ twenty thouſand fighting men , all their Forces were no more than nece(- 
ary. 
"Nv had the Command that day, and the renewing of his flames havins 
added ſomething to his natural ardour, he ſeemed to be all fire inthe duties of 
his place, and prepared himſelf to let Barſma ſee by the aftions of that day,thar, 
without offending the memory of Memnon, ſhe well might caſt her eyes upon 
ſo worthy a Succeflour. Artaxerxes, Oroondates, and Orontes, who had no 
Forces to which they were particularly engaged , took part in his cares to give 
him eaſe, and all the other Commanders kept themſelves at the head of theit 
men, to fall on in the places that were aſſigned them. It was no trivial enterprize 
to attacque that valt extent of walls on every (ide, and for the execution of ſuch 
a delign, the Princes in probability ſtood in need of a far greater number of men 
than that they had ; but they likewiſe made a ſtrong diverlion of the Enemies 
Forces, and all places werenot alittle weakened, which were only gnarded by 
men that had a Circuit of three hundred and ſixty farlongs to defend. When 
they had implored the aſſiſtance of Heaven , *by the ſacrifices that were offered 
through the whole Camp, and that all che Forces were in the readineſs that 
had been ordained, they were made to advance at the ſound of divers Inſtru- 
ments, which ftruck fear into the hearts of thoſe that defended the walls. Per- 
diccas nevertheleſs had forgotnothing that belonged to his charge , and ha- 
vins found by the Enemies working, that their delign was to givea general aſ- 
ſaulc, he had prepared himſelf to ſuſtain it, and nor contented with the ſoul- 
diery which he had to man the Town, he had cauſed the berter part of the Inha- 
bitants to take up Arms. Againſt Craterus his approach, he had oppoſed Cal- 
ſander ; Peuceſtas againſt that of Oxyartes ; Andiagoras againſt Arcabaſus ; An- 
tigenes againſt Antigonus ; againlt that of Eumenes, his enemy Neoptolemus; 
Teutamus againſt that of Polyperchon. Beſides, theſe (ix principal Poſts , he 
had furniſhed all thoſe places where his Enetnies had filled the Moat , with a 
good number of Souldiers, and Officers to command them, judging well that 
there they would employ the greateſt force. All things were in good Order 
upon the walls, whea thoſe dreadfull Engines began to mave, which were full 
of armed mea , -andin which moſt part of the Princes had taken their places ; 
they were drawn by Cables that were put round many pieces of timber ram- 
med into the Earth, on the far (ide of the Moat,even at the very foot of the wall, 
nor was it without aſtoniſhment that thoſe moving houſes were ſeen to ap- 
proach thoſe lofty walls at the mercy of a ftorm of Arrows, which powdred up- 
on them as they came on ; The Parapet, wherewith the platform was defended, 


and their large ſhields, which the Souldiers held forth againſt chem , diverted 
part 
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part of the danger, and the Archers that were placedin a lower ſtory, and that 
ſhot under covert againft the Battlements, fayoured thoſe who vere above 
them, and who waited only for an opportunity to plant their ſcaling Ladders, 
wherewith the platform was provided;. they. began alſo to make thole Engines 
of Demetrius his invention ts play , which threw:ſtones of an extraordiuary 
weight, and they that had the care of chem 2 Managed their buſineſs with ſuch 
dexterity , that they could ſcarce have aimed them better with: a Bow or (ling ; 
that ſtrange manner of fight made havgck among them that defended, the Cur- 
tain, and did ſomething terrifie them .at the firſt ; but their Commanders 
heartned them', and telling them that the danger was not great enough to be 
fled from, eſpecially ſeeing their flight would give their Enemies the Viaory, 
and deprive them of all hope of ſafety , they made them ſtand firm in their pla- 
ces, and expect their deſtiny with patience. It would be hard for me to deſcribe 
the particular actions of ſo many famous Warriours, as made themſelves remark- 
able that memorable day , the number of valiant and conliderable men in thar 
Army was too great to be able torelate the circumſtances of their exploits; and 
beſides, we have enlarged our ſelye&þut too far already in diſcourſes of this na- 
ture, the length of wluch would withgur, doubt be tedious: therefore we will on- 
ly ay, what cannot be omitted without concealing the moſt important events of 
this our Hiſtory. : | 

Craterus, Polyperchon, Antigonus, Oxyartes, Eumenes, and Laomedon Rood 
upon the edge of the Moat, at the head of their men, to lead them on to the a. 
fault, afloon as their Companions had maſtered the firſt difficulties, and Prince 
Oroondates, Artaxerxes, Ly{imachus, Prolomeus, Demetrius , and the oallant 
Amazon Q-een, followed by, Menander, Alexander, Menelaus, and the Sons 
of Artabaſus, kad placed themſelves ſeverally in the Towers, by which they 
hoped to find a ſhorter.way to come unto their enemies. Their valour did not 
long remain unproprable , and they ſpent part'of the day in oppoling their 
ſhields againit the Arrows that ſhowred upon them, without finding any other 
matter toemploy theimielves : but in the end, in ſpite of all oppolition, they got 
to the bottom of the walls , and then it was that a thouſand Ladders were lifted 
up from the top of thoſe Engines ,. towards the Battlements , and that the be- 
ſieged with a firm reſolution receivgd them , overthrowed them , aid gave a 
Sreat many different deaths unto theix Enemies, There it was that the danger 
came to be known, and that by the fall of their ftouteſt ſouldiers, the 
Princes judged that the City would yery hardly be entred by fo perillous a 
Way. | 

The beſieged made uſe of all things for their defence , and by the advantage 
they had in : height of the place they were upon, all manner of arms became 
the more effeual ; they caſt downſtones of a prodigious weight , which never 
fell without deſtruction, and darted Fire-Works skilfully compoſed , which did 
conliderable execution among the Souldiers, and did much miſchief to the 
wood the Engines were made of ; above three thouſand men loſt their lives in 
leſs than an hour, by that kind of Combate, more than four thouſand were 
wounded , and even among the Princes Menander was ſlain with an Arrow, 
Demetrius ſhot through the hand, Orontes was laid for dead at Thaleftris feer, 
and Prince Artazerxes was knocked down with a ftone , which diſabled him fox 
ſervice all the reſt of that day, and which had abſolutely killed him , but for the 
goodnels of his Cask. 

Perdiccas, Ciflander, and their Companions , who by many tokens found 
the fruit of their reſiſtance , encouraged their men ſtill more and more, and 
proud of that good ſucceſs ; *Tis not a {light attempt ( cried they) for Perlians, 
and Scythians, to force the walls of Semiramis, when they are defended by the 
Succeſlours of Alexander ; behold the laſt day of the war, and the day that you 
ſhall bury your ſelves in our Moat, as in a grave prepared for the funeral of all 
your Army. Theſe words, or others to the ſame effet, which the belieged _ 
rec 
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red aloud in many places, were heard by their Enemies. , and thereupon being 
animated by ſhame, they were incited to extraordinary: attempts..  Oroonda- 
res, who had heard =_ of them, bluſhed art thoſe reproaches , and was kindle 
with a fury, againtit which, the walls of -Babylon appeared too weak , for the 
defence of its Inhabitants: he caft his ireful look toward the Battlements, and 
threatning his Enemies both with arm and voice, took a Ladder in his 6wn hand, 
and covering himſelf with his ſhield , he clapr ic up againſt the watt. - Follow 
me (cryed he to thoſe that were near him) here it is we mutt either feek for fame 
or burial. 

Saying theſe words, he began to get up, but ſcarce had he ſet his foot upon 
the lowett ſtaves, when he was met with by a Tempeſt, under which any: other 
man but he, would withour doubt have been overwhelmed; but coverins him- 
ſelf with his ſhield in his lett hand , and hotding by the Ladder with his right, 
he bore that burthea, which would have heen inſupportable to a lefler ftrength : 
Many couragious men ſet up Ladders alſo, and began to go up by his example, 
but they made not an equal progreſs, and moſt of them! were thrown down again 
at the very firlt ſteps. The undaunted Prince, maugre att the ot(tactes , and all 
the reliftance of his Enemies, got at laft to the top of his Ladder, and catching hold 
of a Battlement, was going to throw himſelf upon the walt, when he found Arifton 
there, who forbad his paſlage with fo weighty a blow, that but for the help of 
the Battlement, which he had already ſeized upon, he, in the poſture he then was, 
had been without doubt overturned on the top of thoſe that followed him : he 
ſtaggered at it awhile, but ſoon recovered himſelf, and having taken ſure footing, 
while Ariſton prepared to fecond his former ſtroak , he prevented him with 4 
back blow , which cut off the hand he had lifted up againſt him, cloſe by the 
wriſt, Aritton lofing his courage with his bloud and ftrength , quitted the place 
unto his Enemy, and the fierce Prince of Scythia had no fooner driven him away, 
but railing himſelf with a great deal of aQtivity , he ſprung to the top of the 
wall ; yet it pleaſed his deſtiny, that part of the Battlement he held, felt down 
by the force he uſed in {triving to get up ; and tumbling upon thoſe that followed 
him, overthrew them all with thetr Ladder, either killed or wounded , while 
they that had oppoſed the others which were planted, catt them down head- 
long with the ſame deltruftion into the Moat, and not only took away the advan- 
tages they had gained , but alſo the courage of attempting to ſcale them any 
more. 

Thoſe who defended the place where the Prince of Scythia had gotten up, were 
immediately ſcatteredto avoid the death they feared to meet in the point of his 
Sword, but when they ſaw him alone, and that by the cries of their compani- 
ons, they had learned the fate of thoſe that were coming after him , they recol- 
lected their ſpirits, and getting together again, began to encompals him. He ſoon 
perceived the misfortune he was faln into, and turning his eyes from the top 
of the walls, toward the Camp, which he could ſee, all of it from thence, he was 
unreſolved whether he ſhould percipitate himſelf into the Moat, raiher than ſub- 
mit himſelt co the mercy of his Enemies. Mult I ( ſaid he to himſelf with a deep 
ſigh) mult I give my Enemies the joy to triumph to day over my life, or over my 
liberty. 

This thought afflicted him moſt infinitely, but he had not the leiſure to ex- 
preſs it , and they only gave him time to reſolve to fell that dearly , which 
they would have taken from him. With this reſolution which he took very 
ſuddenly , he ruſhed like a Lyon intothe middeft of thoſe that affanlted him, 
and with his two firſt blows > having laid two of the forwardeſt of them dead 
at his feer , he made their Companions know that he was not yet their priſon- 
er > thoagh he were ſhut up withintheir walls ; cheir bredth at the rop, which 
was of two and/thirty foot , afforded them room enough to fight in , but ir: 
prov xentimes too narrow , for thoſe, who flying the point of Is fatal 
Gg8 8% ſword 
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IWorg tothe very brink, fell down into the Rreets, and found that death by their 
fall, which they in vain had endeavoured to avoid. The moſt terrible objeas 
that ever had been ſeen, were nothing in compariſon of what Oroondates ap- 
peared to them that oppoſed his fury , and ſome amongſt them who called to 
mind juſt ſuch another accident, whereby Alexander had been ſo near his death, 
in the City of the Mallians, thought they ſaw ſomthing far more great , and far 
more dreadfull in this latter ; He had already covered the place on which he 
foughtwith Alaughtered carcaſſes , and ſuch was his fortune, that his Enemies 
had not yet drawn bloud of him ; but though he had been yet more yaliant , 
if it could have been poſſible, though he had been invulnerable , there was a 
necelſſity of yielding to a world of enemies, whoſe very throng alone was able 
to have ſtifled him, and for a laſt effe& of his miſhap , that ſo redoubted ſword 
having been laid with too potent an arm, upon a Head-piece of too hard a tem- 
per, bh ina great many pleces , and left its Maſter diſaxmed in that extre- 
mKy. 
His rage grew to the higheſt Pitch, when he ſaw himſelf in that condition, 
yet his misfortune was not capable to abate his courage , but inſtantly thinking 
upon the means to prolong his reſiſtance , after having overturned thoſe with 
a ſhock that ran firſt to ſeize upon him, he catched at the Sword of one 
of them that were next him, when his Enemies ſurrounding him with leſs fear 
than they had done before,. came ſo thick , that he no longer had the power 
toitir; He was thrown down at laſt under a crowd, that was like to have- ſmo- 
thered him, - and it was by order from ;one of the Commanders , in whom the 
Princes admirable valour had begot a reſpe& towards his perſon, that the Soul- 
diers endeavoured rather to take than kill him. Before they ſuffered him to 
riſe again, his hands were bound, and his Enemies, who could not look upon 
him without terrour, durlt not adventure to leave them free , for all they were 
unarmed, Bo 

When he beheld himſelf in that eſtate, ſo different from that in which he 
ought to have been, and in which he h3d been but a few moments before , he 
was npon the point of giving himſelf over to his deſpair ; and caſting his eyes on 
every lide, he choſe a place from whence he might precipitate himſelf, and was 
already ftriving to get thither with that deſign , when he was ſtopt by thoſe thar 
were about him, and reduced to a neceſſity of following them , and of ſubmit- 
ring to their will; then did he look upon his bonds with ſhame, and turning 
his eye upon the chief of thoſe that led him; Theſe hands ( ſaid he ) were 
deſtined for other uſes , than to bear the unworthy bonds thou giveſt them ; 
take them off therefore , if thou wilt deſerve the glory thou haſt acquired to 
day. 
I will take them oft (anſwered the Captain) if you will promiſe me to follow 
us without reſiſtance , and that by ſome ation of deſpair , you will not force 
us to draw our ſwords once more againſt you. I promiſe thee , ſaid Oroonda- 
res, offering him his hands, and the man having untied them himſelf, made 
him go down into the Town, and paſſe amongſt twenty naked Swords , to- 
wards the place where he meant to carry him. In the mean while the aſſault had 
been continued for ſome time very hotly , but after the taking of Oroonda- 
tes, andthe wounding of his Friends , fortune ſeemed to have declared her 
ſelf in favour of the beſieged, and they made fo great a number of thoſe that 
were getting up the Ladder fall into the Moat , that the Souldiers loſt courage, 
and durſt attempt it no more ; they alſo broke ſome of the Engines with the huge 
ſtones they rouled down upon them,when they were ftakned to the wall,and put the 
reſt in ſoill a condition, that the Commanders and Souldiers were conſtrained 
to quit them , * and retire toward the Counterſcarp, while by the ſame inven- 
tion that had drawn them to the wall, they were pulled back again from 
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Ox yar- 


UMI 


UMI 


ParatV, CASSAN DReA. 789 


Oxyartes finding that day was not favourable to his Party , and [ f 
a better iflue, commanded a retreat to be ſounded on all lides, but be hope! 
ſx thouſand dead in the Moat, atid brought oft above eight thouſand wounded. 
It would not be ealie to expreſs the diſconcent of the Princes for this ill ſucceſs - 
they, by the greatneſs of their courage, diſlembled part of it, and comforted 
themſelves by the hope of repairing their loſs within a few dayes ; bur when they 
heard the fate of Prince Oroondates,they gave themſelyes over to their ſorrow, & 
received the news as they would have done that of the utter ruine of their party : 
they could not judge whether he were dead , or Priſoner , but whatſoever his 
fortune were, they could not without a mortal grief, think of the loſs of either 
his life or liberty. 

Lylimachus made complaints more worthy of the greatneſs of his affefion to 
that Prince, than of the greatneſs of his courage , Orontes , Oxyartes , Ptolo- 
meus, Queen Thalettris, and the Princeſs Barlina, were all drowned in an immo- 
derate ſorrow. Berenice called for death, with a Sea of tears, and protelted to 
all the world, ſhe would not ſurvive the loſs of ſo dear a Brother; but when Prince 
Artaxerxes at his coming to himſelf again (which was above two hours after his 
blow ) was told that cruel news, he appeared without compariſon more ſenlible of 
it, than he had been of all the moſt cragical adventures of his life. He ran blindly 
to his Arms, and would have returned unto the fight, eicher to periſh there; or to 
reſcue, or revenge his deareſt brother; it was to no purpoſe for the Princes to tell 
him the condition of their affairs, for he could not reſolve to continue one minute 

alive andat liberty, while Oroondates was either dead , or in the power of his 
enemies ; [43 tranſports were redoubled by the preſence of Berenice , whom he 
ſaw powring down flouds of tears, andnot being able to find any conſolarion for 
her, liace he was uncapable of it for himſelf; Madam (ſaid he) I will either quick- 
ly reſtore you Oroondates, if he be living, or follow him to the grave if he be 
dead. Yet was he fain (after having allowed ſome time to that firit brunt of his 
paſſion) to hearken a little to his friends, and recall that fortitude, which had for- 
merly kept him from ſinking in ſuch important affairs, and ſuch conſiderable 
- lolles, 

In the mean time Prince Oroandates was led without Sword or Cask along 

the (treets of Babylon, and though molt part of the Inhabitants were then u 
the walls, yet did there happen to be many in his patlage, who beholding 
his brave aſpe&t with admiration , recalled the almoſt loſt Ideas into their 
minds, and remembred that they had formerly ſeen that gallant Prince in their 
City,and adored in the Court of poor Darius ; he had gone but a little way, 
when falſe Arbates croſſing a itreet , had the chance to ſee him. He no ſoon- 
er caſt his eyes upon his face, but inftantly he knew him, and at that encoun- 
ter his altoniſhment was ſo great , that at firſt he was not able to ſpeak a 
Word. Yet did he recolle& himſelf, and not having the face to ſpeak to the 
Prince, he addrefled himſelf ro the Officer that led him. Neander ( faid he. ) 
Whither do you carry this Priſoner? Iam going ( anſwered Neander)) to put 
him in a place of ſafety , till ſuch time as Perdiccas be at leiſure to ſee him. 
Arbates having bethought himſelf a while before he replyed. It would con- 
cernyou (added he) togo-and preſent him immediately to the Queen, you 
will be ſure of a con(iderable reward, aud if you do it not atter the no- 
tice I have given you, you will be in danger of incurring her diſplea- 

{ure. | | 
Neander needed no other perſwalions to carry Oroondates before Roxana , 
and Arbates invited him to it out of the hope which he himſelf had of the recom- 
pences ſhe promiſed him ; yet was he delirous the Prince ſhauld have another 
Opinion , and, drawing near with the reſpet he owed him: Sir (ſaid be) 
I do you no ill office in cauling you to be led before the Queen, from whom 
you willreceive very different uſage, from what you could hope for from. Per- 
Ggog5s 2 diccas, 
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'diccas. Oroondates'underſtood Arbates his meaning, but he vouchſafed not © 
reply, and looking upon him with contempt, he made him know that all the 
00d Offices he could receive from him , were not capable ro touch him. Ter 
us go (faid he, only to Neander ) whither chou intendeſt to lead me ; Rox- 
ana and Perdiccas are equally my enemies , ' and it is indifferent to me whether 
I am a Priſoner 'to the one, or tothe other. Yet was it not without a great 
deal of trouble that he ſaw himſelf carrying before Roxana ,'but he had no 
leſs averſion for the fight of Perdiccas , and he- alſo believed that it was lefs 
ſhame to. him to be abuſed before a Woman, than before a man whom 
he could not eſteem , and whom he conſidered as his unworthy Rival. Before 
he came unto the Palace, Arbates haſted away to tell the Queen the News, and 
to prepare her for an Obje&, which in probability ſhe could not behold with- 
out ſome inward difturbance ; his forelight was no more than neceſlary ,. for 
at a thing ſo unexpeRed , the Queen was ſo ſtrangely ſurprized , that in the 
firlt effects of her aſtoniſhment , ſhe ſcarce had any underſtanding left ; the ex- 
ceſs of happineſs ſhe found in that adventure , made her for a while incredu- 
ſous of Arbates his report, but when ſhe thought ſhe could no longer doubt of 
it, and that ſhe had no more but a few moments to reſolve upon rhe (ight of 
that man whom ſhe had ſo much loved , and whom ſhe fill loved better than 
her ſelf, ſhe diſtruſted her own ſtrength for ſuch an aRion, and turning to- 
wards Arbates and Helione , who then was with her; It is not fit (ſaid ſhe) 
that I ſhould ſee Oroondates in the condition I now amin , and- in the preſence 
of a great many perſons, who without doubt will obſerve my weaknefs in the 
changes of my countenance ; when I have ſetled my ſelf a little ,- I may ſee him 
with more confidence, and with more liberty, but in the mean time, I will 
have him lodged here in the Palace , and guarded by the guard of my own per- 
ſon. | ; 

With theſe words, ſhe ſent for the Captain of the Guard, and when he was come 
to her ; Go (ſaid ſhe) receive the Priſoner Neander is bringing before us , lodge 
him in a quarter of the Palace, and ſtay your ſelf to guard him with your own 
Company, but keep him in ſuch manner that no body may ſee him , without my 
order ;1I ſay no body, for I do not mean, that ſo much as Perdiccas be excepted. 
The Captain went away with this command, and after him the Qneen ſent Ar- 
bates, and ſome of her Officers, to give order about lodging the Prince, whom ſhe 
delired to have uſed according to the.greatneſs of his birth, and that of the love 
ſhe'bore him. 

That was all ſhe could do in the trouble ſhe then was in, as well by reaſon of fo 
unlooked for an-accident; as of her fear for the ſucceſs of the aflault ; the high in- 
rereſt ſhe had in it, cauſed-great diſquiets in her mind, and ſhe had men upon the 
Walls, which every moment brought her news from thence ; within a little while 
after that of Oroondates his being taken , ſhe heard that the enemies had the 
worſt, and within an hour after ſhe learned, that having received a very great loſs, 
they had given over theaſlault,and were retiring from the Moat ; ſhe gave thanks 
unto tize Gods for thoſe two favourable events , and the truth of the latter was 
preſently confirmed to her from Perdiccas his own mouth. He came to her, quite 
craiiſported with the advantage of that day, not conſidering the blow they had 
receivedthe day before,by the defear of their Allies, andnot being able to diſſem- 
ble his contentment: | 

Madam (ſaid he) we are Conquerours, and our enemies have been fo ill 
handled in this aſſault, that if I be not deceived, they have dearly bought the ad- 
vantage they had over-us yeſterday. 'I hoped for noleſs from your Valour (re- 
plied Roxana ) bnt methinks , - you forget to publiſh part of your ſucceſs, 
and that you might tell me of Oroondates his being taken, as of a News of 
ſome importance. - Perdiccas had heard a kind of a rumour of that buſineſs, but 
had not been able to learn the truth of it , nor to get any certain — 
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of that Priſonzr's name, tz0ug1 the report of thoſe wonders. he had. done at !1is 
faking, had put him into great ſ1ſpicions of the truth ; bur when he heard it 
Irom the Q1eens month, he ſeemed tranſported with joy at it', and could not 
diflemble the fear he had been in ot ſo dreadfull a Rival ; as conragious as he was, 
thename'of Oroondates of late ftruck terrour in him , nor could lie fancy him 
in the poſture he had ſeen him in twice or thrice, without trembling, when” he 
remembred it was 8gainft tat enemy he diſputed his pretenfions. Ah Ma- 
dam, ( ſaid he ro Roxaua ) is it pofſivle that Oroondates 1s a priſoner > Heis ſo 
( anſwered the Qyeen , turning away from thoſe of the company whom ſhe ſuſ- 
peed ) burhe is my Priſoner, as Statira is yours; and I pretend to have the 
{ame right over your Rival , that you have over mine you will remember our 
agreements, and as I have not troubled you in your defign upon Statira, I ex- 
pect you ſhould trouble me as little in what Concerns Orooncates; even our 
of geverolity you mult torbear to ſee him tor a few dayes, for fear you flye into 
paſſion againſt a Rival, and againtt a man whom I cannot keep my ſelf from lo- 
ving. 

She ſpake theſe words with a ſmile, and Perdiccas replied with much reſpect. 
He that would ſerve you with che hazard of his life , will never trouble you in 
your intentions; and the leatt I owe to her that leaves me Statira with (6 mucl 
goodneſs, is to give up Oroondates to her abſolutely. May the Gods aflift you 
to make a greater progrels in his heart, chan I have done in the Sainins of 
that ingratefull Princels, and may they diſpoſe things fo;' that he, our of a juit 
ſenſe ot the happineſs you ofter him » May quit thatro me, which he can no lon- 
cer diſpute againſt me without injuſtice. I will not ſee him till you ſhall pleaſe 
to command me, as well to give you this mark of reſpe& 1 bear unto your will, 
as not to inſult over the misfortune of a man whom: you judge worthy of your 
affection. | 

After this and ſome other diſcourſe,which they had upon that SubjeR, Perdic- 
cas took his leave of Roxana, and went directly to Queen Statira's lodging ; to 
be himſelf the bringer of a news upon which he hoped to ground ſome part of his 
fortune. That fair Queen,and the Princeſs her Siſter ,,” had ſpent. all the time 
of the Aflaultin Prayers , and though rhey had heard part of the event from 
thoſe that guarded them , yet they were ignoxant till of che particulars. Perdic- 
cas was no fooner come into their preſence, but with a face in which his joy ap- 
peared ; Madam (ſaid he tothe Queen) the Gods, who find more juſtice in our 
prayers than yours, have driven our Enemies from our walls to their loſs ; 'and to 
their confulion : I am ſorry to be therelater of a news that-may aMict you ; but 
perhaps you will becotnforted for it, when you hear that Oroondates'is in Ba- 
bylon. Oroondates in Babylon! (cryed the Queen) and how can he be there 
if his party have had the diſadvantage? He is a Priſoner (replyed Perdiccas) and 
the Gods, by his ill,fortane, have made known the injuſtice of his preten= 
lions. ET 

Ah Perdiccas. (ſaid the Queen) how cunning you are, and how well am 1 ac- 
cultomed to your ſubtilties, ro give no credit at all to what you ſay? I tell you 
true Madam, (anſwered Perdiccas) Oroondates is priſoner in Babylon, he was ta- 
ken upon our walls, where he was the only manof bis party that got up, and it is a 
thing whereof you may have time enoagh to be informed. But aMi not your 
ſelf (contin1ed he ſeeing her change colour at his words) he is priſoner to'a perſon 
that loves him, and one for whom perchance;ere he get out of priſon, he will have 
no aver{1on ; youneed not be in fear for the uſage he is like to have; and it ſuffices 
me to tell you he is 1n Roxana's hands, to make you judge that his condition will 
not be unhappy. . | 

The Queen hearkned to this Diſcourſe with a mortal ſane , though ſhe ſill 
doubted whecher ſhe ſhould believe it , © and ſhe could rior learn that her dear 
Oroondates was in the power of his Enemies, without being touched even 
to 
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to the very bottom of her hearc with his ill fortune, yet did ſhe diſſemble part of 
her grief before Perdiccas, and looking upon him with a countenance very lit- 
tle moved. If Oroondates be a Priſoner Paid ſhe) you have reaſon to be glad, 
lince you were bur in little ſafety while you had ſuch an enemy before your walls ; 
but the be not, your policy 1s fruitleſs, ſince neither his beings taken , nor his 
liberty can change my thoughts. It is not from his being taken ( replyed Perdic-- 
cas) that I expe&tyour change, but yetT hope for ſome advantage by it, and it 
he change firſt by the favour of Roxana, you will no longer be obliged to the 
conftancy in which you perſevere toward him. The change of Oroondates, ifhe 
were capable of it (anſwered the Queen) ſhall never authoriſe mine, and chough 
he ſhould become unfaithful, Perdiccas never ſhall ſucceed Alexander in Stati- 
ra's heart. Perdiccas ſeeins that the Queengrew ſharp, was not willing to preſs 
her further, but taking his leave, went whither he was called by the importance 
of his affairs. 

When the Queen was left at liberty with her Siſter, ſhe refleaed upon Oro- 
ondates his captivity, and though ſhe knew not whether ſhe ſhould abſolutely 
believe it, yet did ſhe begin to reaſon upon that diſaſter, as if ſhe had been ve- 
ry certain of it. Ah lifter (ſaid ſhe) with what a new afflition the Gods over- 
whelm me, and what offence had innocent Oroondates committed , to make him 
fall into the power of his enemies ? isit that the interelt he takes in the miſeries 
of this unfortunate wretch, renders himſelf guilty in their eſteem, or that having 
made me feel ſo many ſorts of Calamites, they will affliet me now with the only 
croſs which yet remained for me to ſuffer ? In pringing torth theſe words, the 
rears fell from her fair eyes, and the Princeſs Pariſatis, for all ſhe her ſelf was ſo 
ſenlible of her grief, ufed all her utmoſt endeavours to give her comfort. Perad- 
venture Madam (ſaid ſhe). we ought nottotake Oroondates his captivity , for 
an effe& of his misfortune and of ours ; for it may chance to be more advantage- 
01s for us, that he is now ſhut up within the walls of Babylon, than if he were 
yet before the Town expoſed to all thoſe dangers , which he out-braves too 
ventaroully, and in which he might perhaps have met his death. He is in ſafety 
of his life, fince be is in Roxana's hands; ſhe loves him with tov much. paſſion , not 
to divert all the miſchief that can threaten him from his Enemies, or trom his Ri- 
vals. 

Ah Siſter (replyed the Queen) is it poſſible you ſhould be ſo little 'acquainted 
with Roxana's ſpirit, and that you ſhouldnot judge by our own fortune, that after 
having vainly tryed all gentle wayes with Oroondates, there is no extremity ſo 
Sreat to which ſhe is not like toflye. But perhaps (continued ſhe preſently after 
with a ſigh, which the remembrance of Perdiccas his threats drew from her bret) 
py it will not be neceſſary for Roxana to uſe violence againſt him , and that 

e will give up himſelf either to the charms of that wicked woman, or to the con- 
ſiderations of i preſent fortune. 

Ah Madam (anſwered the Prince) how unjuſtly do you wrong a Prince 
to whom you are ſo much indebted ? and how little do thoſe ingrateful ſuſpiti- 
ons ſuit with all the ations of Oroondates his life? Neither do I believe, 
Madam, that you are much tormented with that apprehen{ion, and after the 
little care you had to keep Oroondates yours, after the death of Alexander, I 
cannot think you fear his change as the worſt fortune that can befall you, I 
do not fear it d replied the Queen) becauſe I know his vertue too well, to be- 
lieve he can ever be capable of it ; But.though it be true, Siſter, that after the 
death of that great and illuſtrious Husband the Gods had given me, 1 thought 
I could not, without doing my ſelf an injury, preſerve any debgn touching 
Oroondates, it is alſo true, that his infidelity would be leſs ſupportable than 
his death, and perhaps leſs than mine own; after having lolt - pan of 
all men living, k believed I could not-make any man his Succeflor, and in that 
beliefI uſed a violence upon mine inclinations, which then you did not dif- 
approve, 
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approve , but that conlideration wasnot able to hinder me from loving Oroon- | 
dates ſtill, nor from de:iring to be (t.ll loved by him ; that's the only happineſs 
fottune hath not ropbed me of, and if I were deprived of that onely conſolation, 
which hath ſweetned all my wiſeries ; I ſhould be deprived of all that could 
make me love, or that could make me ſuffer life. Atcer thefe diſcourſes, the 
rwo Princeſles had ſome others upon the ſame Subject, and all the reſt of that 
day they entertained themſelves with conliderations;, which that event brought 
into their minds. | 

In the mean time they had lodged Prince Oroondates in a quarter of the Pal- 
lace, and by chance it proved the very ſame, which,in another condition, he had 


formerly lyen in, during the ſtay Darius had made there before the battel of Ar- 


bella. That remembrance touched him with ſome motions of tenderneſs,and made 
him beſtow a few lighs upon the memory of that great King : His lodgings were 
richly furniſhed,and his Priſon was ſo ſumptuouſly diſguiſed, that it was not to be 
known, but by thenumber of the Guards that forbad the going in and out of; his 
Chamber, and by a double grate that was put before the windows ; in all other 
thinss he was uſed like a King's Son, and the will of Roxana, who delired it , was 
punctually fulklled, __ | 

When the Prince ſaw himſelf deprived of that liberty, which he would have 
employed for the recovery of his Princefles freedom, and fruſtrated of the hopes 
he had to fight for her deliverance, he ſunk a lictle from his ordinary conſtancy, 
and bore that beginaing of his Caprivity leſs patiently than might have been ex- 
peed from the greatnels of his ſpirit ; he made refle&ion upon the eſtate of his 
Companions, and remembring that he had left them in dauger for a quarrel , the 

reatelt intereſts whereof were his , he gave himſelf over to an immoderate af- 
Faion. What (aid he) ſhall I then be a Captive, orrather ſhut upin a Cham- 
ber, where I am in ſafety from the Enemies Swordor Javelin, while Artaxerxes, 
Lylimachus, and their Companions fight for Caflandra -and Oroondates ? Shall 
thoſe gallant reſolutions I had taken, vaniſh then without any +«ffe&? If there be 
hazard to be run, if there be glory to be gained, ſhallmy Companions have it all, 
and ſhall Perdiccas and his friends laugh that they have him in their fetters, who 
had fo loudly threatned him? O my faireſt Queen, if you were to hope for ſuc- 
cour, was it not from your Oroondates? and ſince by my Captivity I loſt the means 
to give it you,0usht notT to have prevented it by a death leſs ſhamefull and more 
ſupportable ? | 

In theſe unquiet thoughts, wherewith he.was cruelly tormented, he found ſome 
conſolation, by remembring that he was but a very little diſtance from his - Prin- 
ce(s, and that he was ſhut up with her in the compals of the ſame Walls. We. are 
neither ſeparated (ſaid he) by Seas nor Provinces, and only a few houſes takes.u 
all rhe ſpace there 1s between my Queen and me; but deareſt Princeſs, we bot 
are-Captives in this City, which was once the King your Father's, and which was 
alſo the King your Husbands”,and poor Oroondates, for all he is ſo near you, hath 
no more mea!1s to ſee you, and diſcourſe with you,than when he was kept in priſon 
by the King of Scythia. 

He had continued two or three hours in this kind of entertainment , when he 
was told that Quieen Roxana was coming to vilit him. That hated name made 
his colour change, and he knew not which way he ſhould prepare himſelf for 
the light of a perſon, whoſe very remembrance alone he could not but abhor , 
yer did he do all he poſſibly could, to diſpoſe himſelf to bear it, and ſcarce had 
he begun to ſettle his countenance, when he ſaw her come into the Chamber, 
attended only by Helione, and another of her Maids. Though he was fain to 
uſe a grea: violence upon himſelf to receive her, yet did he go to meet her, and 
ſtrove to pay her what he believed due to the Widow of Alexander che Great; 
bur if he were in ſome confuſion, the Queen. was in no lefs than he, aud 


notwithitanding all the preparations wherewith ſhe had armed her ſelf _ 
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ſhe came unto that ation , ſhe could not ſee the ſo teloved face of that man for 
whom ſhe had ſuffered ſomuch, and whom ſhe had made ſo much to ſuffer, with- 
out being in the greateſt perplexity of mind, ſhe had ever felt in all her life ; ſhe 
looked awhile upon him with eyes which ſufficiently diſcovered the motions of 
her heart, and if ſhe had followed them , ſhe would without Coubt have been 
tranſported, to give him a reception far beyond the bounds of decency and mo- 
deſty ; but having as much power over her ſelf as any woman in the world, ſhe 
made uſe of it in this encounter , and keeping her felt within reaſonable mode- 
rate limits, after ſhe had ſaluted him according to the ordinary cuſtome , ſhe 
was the firſtthat broke ſilence in theſe words : 1 am come to render you what 
the quality of an Enemy , and the condition of a priſoner of war , cannot take 
away from your birth and virtue , and to aflure you , that your Fortune is not 
worſe by being fallen into our hands, than it was when you fought before our 
walls. 

Though the Queen ſpake theſe words with a Grace that was common to ve- 
ry few perſons, and that her Beauty was capable to diſſipate part of the reſent- 
ments one might have againſt her. The Prince was prepoſlefled with his by 
ſuch juſt and powerfvll motives, that the ſenſe he was obliged to have of her 
civil offers, was bardly able to ſuſpend that for a moment, which he had of the 
miſeries ſhe had made him undergo ; yet did he force himſelf the beſt he could, 
and being he bore a molt perfect reſpe& unto that Sex, he ſtrove ,for all he was 
ſo much exaſperated, to obſerve Decency , even with his moſt bitrer Ene- 
my. 

"Tour Majeſty takes a care (ſaid he) which I have never merited , and this 
favour is undeſervedly beſtowed upon a Priſoner, and upon an Enemy like me. 
If you are my Enemy, (replyed Roxana)1 am not yours ; our thoughts have Kill 
continued in their firſt eſtate, and as all the teſtimonies of afletion, which 1 
have given you, have not been able to touch your heart , ſo all the marks 
of hatred , which you have made appear againſt me, both in your former and 
im your latter ations, have not beenable to change my inclinations, Oroondates 
had no intent to engage in ſuch alike diſcourſe ,s a deliring to ſhun all occali- 
ons of falling again into the perſecutions of Roxana ; but when ſhe had put him 
upon thatSubjeR, and by thoſe words revived his ſad Remembrances, and 
his lawfull Reſentments, he could not be the Maſter of them ; but being 
carried away by their impetuouſneſs ; I had thought Madam ( faid he ) 
I had been in a condition , that would have freed me from hearins or 
from uſing reproaches ; but ſince by yours to me, you give me ſome li- 
berty to juſtifie my ARtions, I will excuſe them no other way but by avowings 
them; It is true that I have the thoughts of an Enemy towards you , nay 
thoughts of ſuch a violent hatred , as perhaps nothing but your Sex alone 
hath defended you againſt them , and hindred me of the ſatisfaction to deſtroy 
the cruel cauſe of all my misfortunes; it is neceſlary I ſhould quicken your 
memory of them, you know well enough that, after having a thouſand times 
diſturbed my quiet by your ſubtile plots, you in the end have utterly deprived 
me of it by a deceipt without example , and cruelly torn away my happineſs, 
and all my hopes. Itis you alone that have thrown me headlong into this gulf 
of miſeries , wherein I have unfortunately languiſhed out my dayes; it is by 
your means alone that I loſt all, and when you theught Heaven was preparing 
ro reſtore it me, you would have ſent itout of the world, to put me out of all 
hope to recover it !; you forgot that you were a Woman and a Princeſs, to 
change your ſelf into a fury armed againft my life, and fo you could 
but make me periſh, you never feared the ſhame you were to receive by 
ſuch a horrid cruelty , nor the remorſe of Conſcience that would have tortured 
you, for having ſhed the remainders of the moſt illuſtrious Blond in the world » 
and the remainders of the bloud of your own King. Theſe, Madam, are the 
Sal- 
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oallant marks of your affeftion; and after this can you think it ſtrange I 
ſhould have received them with ingratitude, and that I ſhould reſent thoſe 
crafty practices that have been ſo fatal to me, aud abhor that prodigy of cruelty 
in which I had a greater intereſt than all mankind ? It is true, Madam, 
that I have hated, that I have deteſted you, and that I took up Arms acainſt 
you; but could you think my reſentments ſhauld be more moderate, and 
that I could behold the cruel Authors of my deplorable miſeries; and the 
horrible Murtherers of Statira, as other than Monſters, and Tormentors of my 
life 2 

The Prince peradventure would have ſaid more, if the Queen, who heark- 
ned impatiently, had not interrupted him : 1 muſt confeſs ({ faid ſhe ) thar 
I have done all that you reproach me with, but theſe aRions, which are 
extraordinary to my Sex, and perhaps unto my humour, have been ex- 
traordinary marks of my affe&tion; and if you had rightly conlidered them, 
they would have drawn - your love, or your acknowledgment, inſtead of 
your averlion : It was for your ſake alone, that from openneſs and (weet- 
neſs, I fell to ſubtilty and cruelty, and that dreadful change of mind was 
nothing. but a pure effect of this aftection, which you have ſo ingratefully 
requited ,; if at the firlt I troubled your repoſe, it was becauſe I thought you 
ſhould have ſought it in none but me alone, lince it was for you alone I had re- 
jected mine ; If I had recourſe to ſubtilty to get you from my rival, it was be- 
cauſe I believed you ought to have been mine, as I was wholly yours, and that 
having, by the knowledge of your ingratitude, loſt the hope of acquiring you, 
I was 110t willing my rival ſhould triumph over my deſtruction ; aad if after 
the death of the King our Husband, I would have diſpatched her one of the 
World, it was Oroondates, and rot ambition of Empire, they were the Max- 
imes of love, and not the maximes of State, that carried me on to ſuch a cruel- 
ty ; ſhe came again into a condition of taking Oroondates from me ; and to en- 
deavour to ſecure him to my ſelf,l with her would have ſacrificed all thar,next af- 
ter him,was deareſt to me in the world; imagine ſomething yet more ſtrange than 
that, 1 was capable to have done it that I might purchaſe you; bur by theſe vio- 
lences which I have done to a nature, that of it felt was not enclined to cruelty, 
aud by thele blemiſhes which my attions may have ſtuck upon my reputation, 
you ought to judge, Oroondates, of the greatneſs of my afteftion, rather than of 
that of my rival, by the {lender proots you have received from her; ſhe hated you 
as ſoon as ſhe believed you ceaſed to love her, ſhe baniſhed you injuriouſly from 
her preſence, when with che price of your bloud, and the danger of your life, 
you came to buy her liberty, and I have loved you in your ingratitude, in your 
ſcorn, and even in your hishelt provocations ; I loved you when you were armed 
for our ruine before our Gates, andI love you till being newly entred into our 
City with your fword in your hand, with a delign, perhaps, to turn it againſt my 
lite. 

Roxana made a ſtop at theſe words, and the Prince ſeeing ſhe expeted his An- 
ſwer : I donot deay (ſaid he) but that theſe proofs of afeRion, which you al- 
ledge, are very different from thoſe I have received from Q'1&een Statira; I never 
looked for any ſuch from her, and it ſhe had been capable to give me them, I 
might have been capable to loſe the reſpect and the pathon I had for her; it was 
in permitring me to ſee her, and toſerve her, that ſhe expreſſed her goodneſs to 
me, better than by crimes which could never have come into her thought with- 
out horrour, and by the knowledge I had of her, I receivedthoſe favours, as gra» 
ces that were above a reafanable ambition ; I wondred not that ſhe ſhould ceaſe 
to love him, when ſhe believed him ingrateful and perfidious, who, in his grea= 
telt fidelity, was unworthy of her affection, and by means of your cruel deceit, 
I was guilty enough, in her opinion, to deſerve a thouſand deaths, with the ba- 
niſhment ſhe condemned me to ; it ſhe hated me fo long as my innocence was un- 
known to her, if ſhe married _— = alone were guilty of the crime; ” 
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* if ſince her marriage ſhe bounded all her affections in the perſon of the King her 
Husband, and could neither love me, nor ſuffer me after my juſtification : I accu- 
ſednothing but her virtue only, and did nor think it ſtrange that a Princeſs, who 
could not commit a fault, would not,for my ſake, go beyond the limits of her du- 
ty. In ſhort, Madam, though it were true, that that great Princeſs had ill requi- 
ted my paſſon,ſhe is ſuch a one as merits an eternal ſervice,without the leaſt hope 
of requital, and I am too proud of the advantage I have had above all other men, 
to give a moment of my life to the thought ot another glory, or of another te- 
licity. Theſe inclinations ( replied Roxana) have hicherto been very contrary 
to your repoſe, and the miſeries wherein you have paſled your life, ought, per- 
chance to have diverted you from that imprudent perſeverance, Theſe miteries 
(anſwered Oroondates) ſhall ever make my mot slorious tortune,and that which 
I have ſuffered for my Princeſs, is above the highelt recompences I could propoſe 
unto my ſelf, in a delign leſs noble than that of devoting my whole lite unto 
Statira. You might, perhaps, employ it with better fruit, ( added Roxana) and 
though Statira were yet more worthy of it than ſhe is, perchance ſhe may never 
be in a condition to acknowledge it; ſhe is in the power of a man who will ra- 
ther periſh than abandon her, and you your ſelf may conlider that you are my 
Priſoner. Iam your-Priſoner ( ſaid Oroondates ) but this captivity of the body 
' reaches not unto the ſoul, or if my ſoul be a priſoner, it is in a priſon out of which 
it neither can, nor ever will be ſet at liberty ; thus iris you ſhare Oroondates with 
Statira ; but her part will eternally be hers, and you may happen quickly to loſe 
yours, by the ſuccour of a great number of gallant triends that fight for my deli- 
verance. That ſuccour of your friends (replied Roxana) is not ſo infallible as you 
believe, and the ſucceſs of this day may perchance have cooled them for a great 
many others; but I hope you will not need it, and that I ſhall make your priton ſo 
plealing to you, that you no more ſhall wiſh for liberty;it is with that del1gn I de- 
tired you ſhould be my priſoner particularly, nor would I leave that advantage to 
enemies you have among us,whoſe interelt in your ruine would perhaps bave been 
_ powerful in them, than the conſideration which ought to be had of your 
ron. 
gs theſe words, Roxana, who/delired firſt to try gentle wayes, nor beings 
willing to exaſperate Oroondates by a longer converſation, took leave of him, 
when ſhe once more had promiſed him all the good uſage he conld hope for 
from the perſon that in all the world was moſt afteftionate to him ; and going 
out of his Chamber, left him at liberty to refle& upon that paſt entertainment, 
and upon his preſent condition. As ſhe retired to her own lodgings with torches, 
which were already lighted, ſhe in a Gallery met Caflander and Alcetas ; they 
both knew of Oroondates his being taken, which was divulged through the 
whole Town, and they alſo were not ignorant that the Queen had been to vilit 
him. Alcetas preſented his hand to her on that tide that hers was free, to lead her 
back unto her Chamber; aud Caflander,who by reaſon of former paſſages between 
themyhad not ſo ealie an acceſs, kept at a farther diſtance, but he looked upon 
her with eyes which the rage of his jealoutie had kindled, and not knowing how 
to difſemble his reſentments; Your Majeſty ( ſaid he ) comes from doing 
an ation generous to exceſs, and if you had ſeen your Priſoner to day before 
our walls, in the poſture we ſaw him, animating his men by his voice, and by 
his example, to the ruine of our Party, and perhaps even to your own, it may be 
you would not have made ſuch extraordinary haſte to viſit him. The Queen, 
who hated both the diſcourſe, and perſon of Caflander, anſwered him fome- 
thing briskly ; I have rendred that without generolity, which I in reaſon 
owed to a man of Oroondates his quality, and 1 have rendred him nothing 
whereof he is not very worthy, both by his birth, and by his virtue. He is yet the 
more worthy of it ( replied the jealous Caſſander ) by the happineſs he hath, not 
to be-hated of you, but I will tell your Majeſty once more, that he appeared ve- 
ry ingrateful to day to your affection, and that you could not have honoured ' 
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an.enemy with it more fierce and eager to procure your ruine. So genergusan es 
nemy as lie, ( faid the Queen, exaſperate by that diſcourſe) ia what condition ſo- 
ever he can appear; is athouſand rimes morelovely than a cowardly friend, and I 
ſhould be leſs aſhamed of loving ſuch an enemy as Orogngates, than ſuch a friend 
as Caſlander. | ei optr;', 4) | | 
Caflander would have anſwered that ſharp reply, and perhaps withtoo much 
bitterneſs, if they had nor been juſtchen at the Queens Chamber-door,into which 
he would not enter, ſothe'Queen went in, not ttaying for his Anſwer, leaving 
him in furious tranſports of anger and. fealoulie : Inftantly his thoughts, xan 
all to the death of Oroondares, and he more. conlidered the facility tie might 
have toexecnte his delign in the condition he then was, than the: ſhame he 
might undergo by _—_ Priſoner. He ſhall die, ( ſaid he, walking fait yp and 
down the Gallery-) he ſhall die, the proud ufurper of Roxana's afte&ians,: he 
that unjultly robs me of what: he himſelf diſdains, though he be unworthy of 
it ; and though by this womans ingratitude I am little abliged to embrace. her 
intereſts, I in'my revenge will give her hers, and puniſh this inſoleng, man for 
his contempt of her > -I upon Oroondares will e both Caſſander and Roxa- 
nay and perchance I ſhall alfo revenge my ſelf upon Roxana, by. giving death to 
Oroondates ;' if ſhe-be reaſonable, ſhe'l think her ſelf beholding © me, in 


- what I fhall have done for her ration, and if ſhe perſiſt in her insrati- 


tade towards me, I ſhall be fatisfied, in having puniſhed her by the death of 
my enemy. | 
. He wt talking on this manner to himfelf, when Perdiccas, returning from 
the Town, where he had taken all the Orders that wereneceſlary for the guard 
that night, came intothe Gallery ; Caflander ſaluted him with ſo. troubled a 
counteaahce, that Perdiccas ſoon took notice of it, and having asked him what 
che matter: was,!; Caflander' in a few words; told him how þe had met the 
Queen, ms all the diſcourſe that had paſſed berween them. She uſes 
me (added he: afterwards ) as a man of no account, and 8s a man unable to retort 
the-injuries ſhe does me; but ſhe ſhall find her ſelf deceived,and ſhall ſee that I yer 
am powerful enough to doher a very ſenſible diſpleaſure, Yau' are the moſt vio- 
lent man inthe World, ( replied Perdiccas ) and you takea very wrong courſe-to 
effect- your intentions, this 1s not the way togain the affe&ions of @ Princeſs, and 
the Queen mult needs have had ſtrong inclinations toward you,- if after the vio-. 
lence of your proceedings, ſhe could ſuffer you without averſion. I have tried 
(anſwered Cafſander) all wayes of gentleneſs, and of » with as much pa- 
tience and ſubmiſſion as Roxana could have looked for from the meaneſt man 
alive, but that ſubmithon, and that patience, have been as fruitleſs to me as theſe 
violences you reproach me with. .. While you kept your. ſelf within thoſe terms 
( ſaid Perdiccas ) the Queen was engaged with a Husband, and with a Husband 
great _ totake up all her affeftions, and ſince his loſs you have hardly gi- 
ven her leiſure to come to her ſelf. Say rather, (replyed the jealous Callander 
and ſay ſo with a grear deal more truth and reaſon, that bothduring the life, 
and after the death of that Husband, -ſhe was prepoſlefled with the paſlion ſhe 
hath for our common enemy; ſay 'tis her priſoner, or ours with as much juſtice. 
as hers, that robs me of Roxana, as he does you of Statira, and ſay in fine, that 
the onely way we have left is, to make him periſh for the repoſe of us both. 1'l 
agree with you, ( anſwered Perdiccas) that Oroondates is indeed the greateſt ob- 
ſtacle to my defigns, and thar he is my rival a great deal more than yours, ſince 
he hath as ſtrong a paſſion for Statira, as an averſion for Roxana ;- and I will 
alſo agree with you, that by his death I ſhould find advantages which I can 
hardly hope for while he is alive, but you muſt know withall, that I cannot be 
dhe author of it, and that Iam engaged to Roxana, by a promiſe that will not 
ſuffer me to- attempt any thing againſt him ; I muſt be fain to let Oroondates 
live, thereby to ſecure the life of Statira, without which I coald not preſerve 
Hhhhhz my 
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my ownz*-nor can I take arms "againſt my rival, without arming Roxana and all 
her powers with her} againſt hers. * I know ( ſaid-Caflander ) what plot you both 
have contrived againſt my happineſs, I am too much. concerned in 1t to have 
been ignorant thereof xilknow, - and. I doubt not but Roxana will leave you Sta- 
tira, to have Oroondates for her ſelf; but hope not for your ſatisfaction by thoſe 
wayes, and —_— by your xivals death, thar by his matching with Roxa- 
na,neither indeed is any pr6bability of ſeeing a Scythian joyned in marriage 
with the Queen of the Macedonians, nd the pottureter aftairs. will be broughe 
into by the birth of a Son of Alexanders,/ will not permit her to think--pf the al- 
liance of that Barbarian ; it were much ſecurer for you, that Oroongates were 
no tonger inthe world, than that he ſhould continue in it to be ſtill ſegn, and Rill 
in a condition to be loved by Statiraz i perhaps I may ' do ſomething both for you 
and for my ſelf, and if your promiſe keeps your baud from ſerving you in. that 
occaſion, mine ſhall be-employed in it without conlideration, and without re- 
nance. Caſlander ſaid many other things of this nature to Perdiccas, who 
for his own interelt' could not diſapprove that intention, and though he was 
hindered by the promiſe he had made to Roxanay from confirming him in it, yer 
did he not do what he might have done to diflwade him:from it. He parted with 
him preſently after to go and ſee Roxana, to whom he:-had ſomething to commy- 
__ Alcetas, whom Caſlander had ſtayed for, came to him then our of her 
Chamber. : 12 | | 
Alcetas would needs go immediately to ſee the Princeſs Pariſatis ; and Caſſan- 
der, for all he was ſo much tranſported; went along to ſerve him in a deſign they 
had laid together, to diſcover how ſheſtood afteted towards Lylimachps. They 
found hernot inher own lodging, for all that day ſhe had not ftirred from the 
Queen her fiſter, with whom ſhe kad had matter of diſcourſe enough concerniv 
Oroondates his being-taken; they paſſed on ro the Queens Chamber, into whick 
they had free erftrance alwayes by'cheir authority;yer the Queen, by.reaſon of the 
ſaſpitions that were had of Caſlander,for the death of the King her-husbandzcould 
not ſuffer his preſence without horror ; nor would ſhe have permitted him to viſit 
her in a placei' ſhe: had been Miftris ; they then had newly ſupped, but had 
eaten very little in regardofthe difturbance this laſt accident had cauſed in them, 
and they were tiling from the Table,when Alcetas and Caflander came into their 
chamber. After ſome wordsof civility,which they ſpake at their firſt coming in, 
Pariſatis,who thought ſhe might more handſomely than the Queen, ask news con- 
cernins Oroondates, prayed Caflander to tell her the truth, and to; ſet her know 
ſome particulars of the manner of his: taking. Caflander though he could not 
hear the name of Oroondates without trembling, yet did he maiter himſelf to 
ſatisfie her, and to make the plot take,which Alcetas and he had _ upon :. So 
after having told her what he knew of the truth;,We had not the advantage alone, 
{ continued he ) nor are we better pleaſed with the taking of Oroctdates, than 
we are with having ſlain and wounded the chief of his:companions : Ptolomeus, 
Eumenes, and Polyperchon have loſt their lives in this laſt ation, Antigonus,Cra- 
terus,and Demetrius are weunded,and we our ſelves ſaw Lylimachus who was get- 
tins up after Oroondates,hurt with a great many arrows, and thrown down under 
the ruines of a Battlement, with the.ladder, and all thoſe that followed him, into 
the wr from whence. he was carried off by ſome of their ſouldiers, without any 
ſign of life. 
> he {ubtil Caflander ſpake on this manner, and his words ſtruck like a Thurs 
derbolt into the ſoul of Pariſatis. Although that vertuous Princeſs had lived till 
then with ſuch a prudence and.diſcretion, as hardly ſuffered thoſe that- frequent- 
ed her moſt familiarly, to judge of the truth of her thoughts, yer was it moit cer- 
tain that ſhe loved Lylimachus, and that ſhe could not remember whar he had 
done for her ſervice, and in what condition he had been with: her, even by the 
will of Queen Syligambis her ſelf, without placing him in her eſteem above all 
the 
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the reſt of mankind; the marvellous power ſhe had over her paſſions,had made her 
diflemble her thoughts in a ſealon, when, by reaſon of ſcruples too full of leverity, 
ſhe believed ſhe could not handſomely diſcover them ; but as ſoon as without of- 
tending the memory of Epheltion, ſhe had been able to turn her mind upon the 
aRions and perſon of Lylimachus, ſhe in them had found ſo mavy occalions to love 
him, that ſhe was of opinion,that ſhe could;not without ingratiende, and inſenlibi- 
lity, defend her ſelf againit an affection char was ſo legitimate. and ſomuch appro- 
ved by them that had the power over her;any other body bur Pariſatis would with- 
out doubt have ſhewed greater tokens ot it,and if Lyiimachus had had to do with 
one whoſe humor had not been fo full of circumſpection,ke might have conceived 
more advantageous hopes than-thoſe he could;draw from the actions of that Pri- 
ceſs,bur if ſhe loved him before the death of Alexander,and before the revolution 
of their fortune, her affection was without doubt augmented by the laſt proofs of 
his, not being ignorant that it was chiefly tor her revenge,and for her liberty,that 
he had made all his friends take arms, that he fought before the walls of Babylon, 
and that he expoſed himſelf every day to ſo many dangers ; ſhe had often quaked 
and grown pale for fear of himas well as the Queen her Siſter for Oroondates, at 
the recital of thoſe battels and combats wherein he might have met with death 
for her intereſts,and though ſhe had diſguiſed the cauſe of her apprehealions more 
carefully than ſhe,yer they had been bur little leſs than hers, Till chen nevertheleſs 
ſhe had maintained her ſelf like Pariſatis, .bat at this cruel relation of Caſlander, 
ſhe ſhewed more weakneſs than ſhe had done in all the actions of her life, and 
, thous ſhe made good the Empire ſhe had over her mind,ſhe loſt that ſhe had 0- 
ver her face, and in an inſtant it was ſtrack with ſuch a paleneſs, that all they chat 
were nearer, believed, with a greatdeal of probability, ſhe would fall into a 
ſwaon ; Alceras itepr to her to hold her up,and her averlion againſt him could nor 
defe.1d her at that time from receiving his afhſtance,nor from iinking in his arms, 
with little lign of life, the Queen,runnng to Her,received her into hers,and kiſſing 
her with much affection, and with words tull of tenderneſs, ſhe touched them in 
ſuch manner, whozby their ſubtile practices, had put her into that condition, that 
* ſhe made them ſoon repent what they had done. 

Alcetas was not capable of a long difſumulation,and fearing his deceit might pro- 
duce effects worſe than thoſe begynnings, and might bring the Princeſs into fuch 
an eltate as would nor be-in his power toremedy, -he = near to her again, in 
whom there yet remained ſome ſenſe andknowledge ; Madam (ſaith he) give no 
credit to Caflander's wordszit was at my entreaty he made you this recital, and it 
was by that device | delired to learn a truth, which I never had been able to draw 
from your former actions ; I have but too well effected my delign, and would to 
God I had (till kepr my ſelf in my bare ſuſpitions, without clearing my doubts any 
furtner:we ſaw nothing,nor heard we any news of Lylimachus his being wounded, 
or of the death of his Companions;all the advantage we had,was;the taking of Oro- 
ondates,& the killing of a great many thouſand menzthat loſt their lives under our 
wals,bnt my happy rival is alive,and alive bur too certainly for myrepoſe,he's ſafe 
from all diſaiters,(ince he hath the good forcune to be loved by you, both above his 
merit,and to the prejudice of my lite. Believe this truth (continued he;obſerving 
by the Princeſs's aftion, thar ſhe gave litcle faith- to what he ſaid) ſince you may 
be certified of it within an hour, and lince this ſecond deceit could not but be uſe- 
leſs romezafter having drawn more from the former,than I could have wiſhed. To 
theſe wordsCaflander added his confirmation,andPeuceſtas,in whom the Princeſles 
had more confidence than in thementring then into the Chamber, by his report, 
took away the apprehenlions of Pariſatis, She recolleted all her ſpirits that were 
difſipated, but ſhe came to her ſelf again,with ſo much ſhame and reſentment, that 
it was impoſlible for her to diflemble either.She turned away her eyes from Alce- 
tas and Caſlander,being inflamed with an anger that was fjot ordinary in ker, and 
by her a&tion made them ſee they had mortally offended her. Alcetas obſerved ir, 
but being,by the knowleds of his rival's $o0d fortune,caft down into an — 
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of grief, he wasno better able to hide his reſentments than Parifatis, but paſſm 
over the fear he would have had in another ſeaſon ro exaſperate her more again! 
bim: Madam (faid he) I beg your pardon for our having deceived you, I ought to 
have contented my ſelf with the former proofs I had of Lylimachus his happineſs, 
without uſing this trick to ſeek out what I have too plainly found: but to deal with 
4 mind like yours,a man is forced to try extraordinary wayes. He would have ſaid 
= more, if the Princeſs,intinitely diſpleaſed,had not thus interrupted him. You have 
very well interpreted an effect of my not being well, rather than of Caſlander's 
diſcourſe; but though it were true that the change you ſaw in me, proceeded from 
the grief I mightreceive by the death or wounds of thoſe valiant men that fight 
6ur quarrel, I ſhould find no cauſe to fear any reproaches for it ; and though, ac- 
cording to your ſuſpitions,it were for Lylimachus alone that I ſhewed thoſe marks 
of ſenl1bility, I owe enough to the merit of his ſervices,and to that of his perſon, 
to remember them without bluſhing ; and I owe fo little to Alcetas,that ir ſhould 
never be his intereſt ſhould make me to repent it. Though my Siſter ſhould love 
Lylimachus (added the Qyeen) ſhe ſhould but follow the Will of the Queen her 
Mother, that of Alexanderyour King, and the Counſel of her elder Siſter ; but if 
ſhe ttood in need to juſtifie that affection to any body living, it were leſs to Alce- 
tas than to any other mai) in the World, I demanded no juſtification of it (replied 
Alcetas) though perhaps I am in a condition to give my ſelf ſome ſatisfaction; bur 
I'l demand that afſiftance trom my hand, which it ows me acainſt the fortune of 
my rival; and peradventure, may make tears be ſhed for a real death, by them 
whom a feigned one had ſo ſenhibly afflited, That's the ſhorteſt way (added Caſ- 
ſander) and the molt reafonable one we both can tollow, and I neither can nor will 
make ry ſelf amends for Roxana's Contempt of me, by any other means but the 
death of Oroondates, The Queen, who was touch'd to the heart with that diſ- 
courſe, lolt all conlideration of Caftander, and looking at him with an eye kindled 
with a juit indignation; I doubt not (faid ſhe)but by the ſame arms thou madeſt uſe 
of for the death of the King thy Maſter,thou mayelt likewiſe compaſs the death of 
a priſoner ; but I alſo know very well;thatzif he were at liberty,thou wouldeſt flee 
before him as thou haſt ſhamefully-done many times already.At theſe words, refu- 
{ins any longer converſation with them, ſhe took her Siſter by the hand, and en- 
tring her cloſet with her,ſhut the door. -They remained together in the Chamber 
mad with rage at the Queens replies, eſpecially Caſlander, whom the reproach of 
having poiſoned his King, drove into extremities of fury, that brake forth into 
tranſported words, which Alcetas could not hinder him from uttering. They are 
the Perlians (ſaid he)and the race of Darius, not the Princes of Macedon, that are 
Suilty of the death of the Macedonian King. They are the Barbarians,unworthy 
of his rule, and of his alliance, that have'taken away the life of their Conquerour, 
and of their Maſter; and perhaps it was Oroondates, his rival, and his ezemy, that 
made him periſh, to facilitate his poſleſſion of the daughter of Darins ; but I will 
prevent you both well enough fromreaping the fruit you pretend to by it,and you 
ſhall be,puniſhed'with Roxana by the death of that Barbarian,whom you both un= 
worthily prefer before the Macedonian Princes. He would have ſaid more to this 
effeR,it Alceras and Peuceſtas,more moderate than he,had not carried him out of 
the room almoſt by force. After their departure, the two Princeſles continued yet 
ſome hours together;and when they had ſpent the beginning of them in complain- | 
ing of that vilit of Catſander and Alcetas,they employed the reſt in diſcourling of 
Oroondates, whoſe laſt accident took up all their thoughts ; rhey reaſoned a long 
while upon what they ought to fear or hope for,concerning him,and were rot able 
to judge whether they had more cauſe to be pleaſed or diſpleaſed with cheir for- 
tunein that laft adventure, In the end, it being grown late, they parted, the Prin- 
ceſs retiring toher lodging, and the Queen goings to bed, where ſhe paſled the 
mghtin diſquiets, which already were become habitual to her. 
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UT if the fair Queen , and the Princeſs her ſiſter, if the 
Prince of Scythia, if Roxana , if Perdiccas, Alcetas and Caſ- 
ſander , paſſedthe night in Babylon , with a great deal of 
care. and reltleſneſs; Orooneates his friends in the Camp , 
were tolled with the moſt cruel. diſquiets they had ever 
felt : Under that name of Oroondates his friends , one 
_— comprehend all the Commanders of the Army , 
and as many of the Souldiers as did but know him ; a- 
mong{t which there were none wliom the admirable Vertne of thar Prince 
had not gained, even to the utmoſt proofs. Artaxerxes ſaw day appear with- 
out havins beltowed one minute ofthe night in ſleep, and” affoon as he was out 
of bed , he ſent a Trumpet with Araxes to the Gates of the City , to learn the de- 
{tiny of his dear brother. Araxes, all whoſe. thoughts had tended to nothing but 
death lince the loſs of his Maſter, undertook that employment' with a'morrtal ap- 
prehen(ion , and with a moſt firm reſolution , if he were flain , not to ſurvive the 
hearing of that fatal news. . He advanced toward the Gate , and having, by a Parl 

which he made his Trumpet found , diſpoſed the Enemies to ſuffer his approac 

and hear his buſineſs , he that commanded their Corps du garde , came. upon 
the Gate to ſpeak to him, and. having bidden him propofe his delires,poor Araxes, 
trembling for the anſwer he expeted;opened his mouth twice before he had the con- 
fidence to get out'a word, but i'the end-being preſled to tell his Meſtage ; I come, 
ſaid he, to ask whether the Prince of Scythia, that got upon your walls yeſterday , 
be dead or living 2 The Officer who had no order to diſguiſe the truch , told it to 
Araxes without diſhmulation; and when he had let him know that his Maſter was 
alive,without wounds,and uſed according tothe greatneſs of his quality,& of his ver- 
rue, it cauſed a joy in him very little different from his former afiQion. He made it 
appear by a loud acclamation, and having thanked the Othcer , of whom he at that 
time delirednothing elſe, he returned to the Princes , and. reſtored them life with 
that's00d news. Not but that Oroondates's'being a prifaner, was to them one of the 
oreatelt misfortunes they could have > Rm they had been in of his 
death, made them conlider it as a bleſſing ;. and it ſeemedas-if it had binneceflary,te. 
make them find conſolation in an accident that would have exceſſively afflited 
them. Since my brother 4s alive, ſaid Artaxerxes, I do-not deſpair of our fortune, and 
the Gods,to whom his vertueis too conſ{tderable to let it periſh , have delivered him 
from many dangers as great(as this. 'Tis a very favourable encounter; added Lylima- 
chus, that he-is fallen into/Roxana's hands, whoſe love and power will withoat doubt 
ſecure him from all manner of peril; beſdes the friendſhip andthe agreement ſhe 
has made with Perdiccas, do put him yet iry greater ſafety ; bur though 'Perdiceas his 
fealoulie ſhould incite him to attempt any things againkt him , Roxana is potent: 
Titi enough 
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enough to defend him by open force. *Twas by this conlideration the Princes en- 
deavonred-tacomfort themſelves;but deſiring to labour withont delay,for the liber- 
ty of their friend, they went alrogerher to Seleucus his tent. Seleucus was already cu- 
red of his wounds, Neatchus alſo and Leonatus were in the ſame condition.; but the 
laſt had taken part with the Princes in good earneſt , and had only ſaid for the reco- 
very of his ſtrength, that þe might be able to ſerve them againſt Perdiccas. After the 
firit complements, Pfince Artaxerxes addreſſing himſelf to Seleucus , by the conſent 
of all his companiong;Noble Sgleucus,{aid he,wenow have need of your afliſtance,for 
the liberty of} Prince Oroondates ; if the enemies into whole power he is fallen, were 
as generous as you are, we ſhould not be in any fear for him, but becauſe their incli- 
nations and the intereſt they have in his ruine, may ſuggelt thought into them very 
different from yours,we cannot bear his captivity with a minutes reſt ; we come not 
to offer you your liberty,and with your own that of Nearchus, they have been long 
at your own diſpoling,but we'l beſeech you to make uſe of them to regain us what we 
have loſt ; we'l talk no longer to Perdiccas of exchange , but lince your health per- 
mits > you may retirezif yor'pleaſe;to Babylon, and when you are amongſt thole of 
your party,you'l remember the requeſt we make youzto reſtore us PrinceOroondates. 
Seleucus eſteemed this motion of Artaxerxes,and this manner of carriage,ſo obliging, 
that he knew not where to find words to expreſs the ſenſe he had of it : Wherefore 
he remained a while without reply, conſidering which way he ſhonld receive the ci- 
vility of the Princes ; but having ſpent ſome moments in that thought ; By the for- 
mer trial I made, aid he at laſt, of my credit with Perdiccas, I ought to have loſt 
all the hope I had in his, friendſhip., neither willI any more ground a-confidence 
upon it,nor is it for our enlargement that I will promiſe you that of Prince Oroonda- 
tes,that exchange would be too unequal,8& there is nothing amongſt us all,that can pay 
the value of ſo pretious a liberty ; but lince you are pleaſed 1 ſhould make uſe of that 
you offer me , lle go-into the City with 'Nearchus , where we'l imploy our utmoſt 
power to get the Prince of Scythia's freed6me ; and if our indeavors prove inetfe- 
ual] give you my word thatwe'l return tq you, and that we'l bring back with us all 
the forces we have in Babylon, 03.9% Ms 1 I 5 
 Yoy are free without condition (replyed Arttxerxes:) and though we ſhould not be 
able to regain the Prince by your mediation, you .are not at all engaged to return to 
us ; but if after that laſt proof-you judge -Perdiccas unwortlyy of your affiftance , and 
of your friendſhip , we ſhall vceive them bath, according, to the inclination and e- 
lteem we havefor your vertue, Seleucys and his companion . anſwered theſe words in 
tearms full of acknowledgement,and aftexchaving ſpentſome time in proſecuting that 
converſation, and in giving order fdr their departurezthey took leave of the Princes 
with great demonſtrations of friendſhip,and went toward the Gates of Babylon with 
a Convoy ſuitable to their quality. Bur before they:came near unto themzthey were 
overtaken by Araxes , who begged of them to carry lym with them into the Town , 
and to. procure if they could poſſibly thathe might continue with his Maſter , in caſe 
he ſhould not þe releaſed; they promiſed-him to do the beſt they could , and having 
prayed them to requeſtcle-ſame favor for Cleone,who delired alſo to go and waitup- 
on her Miſtreſs, he went-along, with them asif he had been one of their retinue. The 
Prince. gave in charge-to thlidſe that catwoyed them , that they ſhould propoſe a 
truce for two days;to tetch off the dead-thaclay in the Moat, -and to give them burial, 
during which time they alfo permitted - them to bury thoſe of Nabaxzanes's party , 
wherewith the ground was cover'd for many:furlongs,and-they in the interim engag'd 
themſelves not to make any artempt, to.do any, thing in proſecution of their work. 
The Princes being parted, from one another,Artaxerxes and Oxyartes went to vilit 
Berenice and Barſina, who at that timez-and, almoſt alwayes, were together , and to 
whom,as almoſt equally interefled , they, defired to confirm the news, they had al- 
ready {ſentthem of Oroondates his being alive: The Princeſſes found a great deal of 
comtortin-it;y, and received ſuch welcatne Meſſengers very favourably.. Artaxerxes 
was not ignorant of his Unckles paſſiony and hada purpoſe to ſerve himin it as much 
«5 poſſthly he could ; Berenices intentions were the ſame, as well for the intereſt of 
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Barſinazas that of Prince Oxyartes, wherefore they both gave him the liberty to en- 
tertain her ; and he,whoſe paſſion was really kindled again with more violence than 
it had been in fotmer years, could not ſee himſelf in thole tearms without diſcoverins 
by the changes of his countenance , how ſenlible he was of ſuch opportunities; he be- 
Santo diſcourſe with that Princeſs in a way that ſhewed leſs confidence than in pro- 
bability he ſhould have had after ſo long an acquaintance with her, and from that ti- 
moronſneſs Barlina drew a juſt computation of the greatneſs of his love. The 

talked a while of Prince Oroondartes , whoſe being taken did then almoſt wholly roll 
ſeſs the thoughts of his friends ; bur from that Diſcourſe Oxyartes took occation to 
fall into another. You are very ſenfible( faid he to Barlina ) of Oroond ates his mis- 
fortune, as indeed you ought to be, both to acknowledge the eſteem he has of you and 
to follow that which all the World has of him : I commend a fenlibility grounded 
upon ſo much reaſon ; but {ince you are'capable of it for another,why do you want 
it for Oxyartes,whoſe life zhas been yours from the earlieſt years of your own? I never 
was unſeulible(replyed Barlina)either of the qualities of your perſon,or of the affecti- 
on wherewith you heretofore were pleaſed ro honour me , and you without dotlbr 


| ſhould receive from my acknowledgmear and from my eſteem , what I now pay to 


the misfortune of Oroondates, if you were in the like condition. Ah 1 Colin ( an- 
ſwered Oxyartes ) believe it, I am no more at liberty than Otoondates, and my im- 
priſonment,though it be more glorious and more plealing than that he ſuffers amonsſt 
our Enemies, is not yetleſs {trict , nor leſs difhcult to be eſcaped ; 1 ftand more it 
need than he of that compaſſion you expreſs for his diſaſter, I need it more than I did 
in the firſt years of my atte/tion , and when upon the Frontiers of Scythia 1 was like 
to have dyed for you,I wasnot ſo fir anebject for your Pity,as I am in the preſent con- 
dition my Love has brought me to. I had thought (replyed Barſina ſomthing oat ot 
countenance ) that a good number of years had worn a perſon out of your memory , 
whom you unjuſtly enough had placed there; and I have more reaſon than ever to be- 
lieve it, now that the better part of my Youth is paſt,and that my years and my afliQi- 
ons have taken away what you might have accounted lovely in my face : She could 
not end theſe words without a ſmile, and indeed ſhe had ſpoken them with a great 
deal of injuſtice ; ſhe was then bur in her ſeven and twentieth year , and neither her 
ase,nor her many crofles,had made her loſe any thing of her former Beauty.Oxyartes, 
who, with very much reaſon, thought her handſommer than ever ſhe had been, could 
not ſuffer the wrong ſhe did her ſel ; and ſerting off his Diſcourſe exceeding graceful- 
ly : If I did not know ( ſaid he )that you ſpeak againſt your own thought, I ſhould 
call the eyes of a thouſand wirtneſles againſt you, who will all acknowledge the advan- 
tage you have now, above that of your former years ; neither the Beauties of your 
Body, nor the Beauties of your mind, had ever attain'd to that degree you now poſ- 
ſeſs, nor did I ever arrive at the perfection of my love till now ; think not theſe years 
which are run out (iace I ceaſed to imporcune you, to yield you up to Memnon ; think 
not the miſerable fall of our houſe , or that the multiplicity of great Aﬀairs, i 
which I have been almolt alwaies employ'd, did ever ſeparate you frommy thoughts ; 
you have always reigned in my heart with your former Empire , and what occalions 
ſoeverT have had for the eſtabliſhment of my fortune,I never have been able to lodge 
any remembrance there but yours : I with an indifferent eye have beheld all the Beau- 
ties of Alia, anddiſdained very advantageous Marches, to which poor Darins, and A- 
exander after him,did oftentimes ſolicite me ; not but that _— fome reſent- 
ment, I have labonred to forget a perſon in whom I had found ſo little inclination to- 
ward me, but all was to no purpoſe againſt my love, and thongh my ftrivings, by the 
help of a long abſence , did ſomthing moderate the violence of it, your ſight has 
wakened them again with far greater power than ever : Now therefore fair Princeſs, 
that you are in a condition which will not permit you to defend your ſelf againſt my 
love, by thoſe reaſons wherewith you were wont to oppoſe it , and that with an abſo- 
lute liberty, you by conlidering my late ations can make refleion' upon'my former 
one; , ſuffer me to aſpire unto that fortune after which T have ligh'd above ren years, 
and give me leave to Love that or Oy » and your acknowledgment,will _ 
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theſe ſervices, to which I am recalled by my former Deſtiny, and in which I mean to 
ſpend the whole remainder of my dayes. Oxyartes brought forth theſe words in ſuch 
a paſſionate manner;that Barſina was a little touched with them,and having all herlife 
time had a great inclination to elteem him,ſhe had not any repugnance againſt his diſ- 
courſe ; yet did ſhe not know which way ſhe ſhould reply , for as ſhe had much free- 
dom , -and too little affetion in her to ſeek excuſes upon the thoughts of what ſhe 
ow'd unto the memory of Memnon, which in perry” might have been mode: ated 
in a Widowhood of {ix or ſeven years ; ſhe had alſo ſome difticuly to find tearms 
wherewith ſhe might expreſs her ſelf without giving Oxyartes cauſe of complaint , 
and without favouring him beyond the limits of Decency. This uncertainty made 
ber continue ſilent, and the Prince having for ſome time vainly waited for her anſwer: 
I ſee well ( purſuedhe) that I ſhall be no happier in this fecond Trial of my fortune, 
than I was in my firſt , and that which heretofore was foundin the merit of Memnon, 
will be found now in the defects of Oxyartes. He rais'd his voice ſo loud at theſe lait 
words, that they were overheard by Artaxerxes, and that Prince being much concern- 
ed in his Uncles contentment, was delirous to lend him afliſtance ; and having, gorten 
the Princeſs Berenice to ſecond him in that deſign , they both drew near with thar * 
intention. By doing ſo, they much obliged Barlina, who was in ſome confuſion, and 
who was glad to ſee her ſelf eaſed by their approach ; but Prince Oxyartes would have 
been vext at that interruption, if it had befaln him by other perſons. Uncle, ſaid Ar- 
raxerxes, you would not pardon me the Diſcourtelie Ido you, if you did not know we 
come to ſecond you: And you Coulingſaid he to Barlina,would perhaps oppoſe the de- 
ſign I have to ſerve my Uncle,in his love to youzif youdid not remember that hereto- 
fore 1 ſerved Memnon in a like occaſion, to his prejudice,and that it was from me you 
received him after that baniſhment,to which he generouſly had condemned himſelf. 

I havereceived my whole life from the favours of your goodneſs ( replyed Barlina } 
and the memory of that good office you did poor Memnon , ſhall never periſh in my 
thoughts. By that remembrance (added the Princeſs Berenice)Prince Artaxerxes has 
right to pretend toſome credit with you, and to imploy it for the Prince his Uncle, as 
he heretofore did for his rival. Prince Oxyartes (anſwered Barſma growing ſerious 
ſands in'no need of any recommendation to obtain from me all the elteem,and all the 
acknowledgement he in reaſon can delire ; and yours have ſo much power , that they 
might draw my mind to greater dithculties. Oxyartes was going to reply ; and their 
converſation had enlarg'd it ſelf further, if it had not been broke off by a ſervant that 
- came into the Chamber, to tell them that Lylimachus, Ptolomeus, and many other of 
the Commanders were at the Door of the Tent , and with them a {ranger of a very 
gracefull preſence, who was newly arrived at the Camp , with the Equipage of a man 
of quality , and that he asked for Prince Artaxerxes. The Prince was going toward 
the Door, when he ſaw his friends come in, and in the midſt of them the ftranger that 
enquired after him ; but the Princeſs Berenice and ke had no ſooner caſt their eyes 
upon his face, but they knew him to be Prince Theodates , their faithfull , and their 
prom friend. In the grief Artaxerxes had felt for the taking of his dear Brother 

e could not conceive a greater conſolation than the light of ſo dear a friend;heſolem- 
nized it at the firſt with a tranſported cry, aud running to him with open Arms , he 
held him long in a tri embrace,withvut beingable, through his exceſs of joy, to find 
the liberty of expreſſing it by words. My dear Theodates !( ſaid he ar laſt ) the great- 
eſt, and the moſt faithfull of all my friends, by what good fortune is it poſſible that 1 
hold you now between my Arms ? By mine Sir ( anſwered Theodates ) ſince I 
have eſtabliſhed my higheſt felicities in the honour of your friendſhip, They were in- 
terrupted in this Difcourſe by the Princeſs Berenice, whom the remembrance of the 
good Offices ſhe had received from Theodates, had filled with acknowledgement and 
affeion toward himznor did ſhe diſſemble it in that noble company,for all her mode- 
Ry could not hinder her from embracing him , and giving him all the teſtimonies of 
So0d will ſhe could have granted to her neareſt Kinſman. Orontes, Queen Thateftris, 
Demetrius, and many others entred about that time , and amongſt them all, thoſe, to 
whom, by the hearing of Artaxerxes adventures, the naine of Theodates was already 
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known, look'd upon him with a great deal of affetion and eſteem; and the Prince de- 
tirins to confirm rhem init; Behold ( ſaid he ) this gallant Prince, and this geiterous 
Friend, tro whom I am ſo many wayes indeated, both for my liappineſs, and for my 
life ; he to whom I owe no lefs than to Darius,and he whom 1 ought to love more than 
my ſelf, if I will not be che baſelt and moſt ungratefull man inthe world, He ſpake 
theſe words, bezimins his endearments afreſh ; but the Princes , who all took in.e- 
relt in his fortue, would needs imitate him in his ations, and drawing near to Theo- 
dates one after another, they welcomed him with civilities which put him into confu- 
lion, but yer hindred him notfrom admiring, in the Majeſtick ,garb of thoſe gre:r 
men, what he believ'd could not be tound again in all the reſt of the world. Orontes 
renewed the antientfriendſhip they had made in the Court of Scytlia many years be- 
fore, and Oxyartes, and Lylimachus, who were more concern'd than all the others in 
the fortune of Artaxerxes, gave his friend a moſt particular reception. When he was 
pOtten looſe from the Arms of all, the Princeſs Berenice began to ask news of the K. 
ier Father : But Theodates anſwered, he could tell none freſh it being a great while 
fince his.coming from Iſledon, and having wandred through a great many Provinces, 
to ſee if he could find her and the two Princes whom he ſoughr. Berenice figh'd at 
that Diſcourſe, calling to mind her Brother's Captivity; Neither younor we ( ſaid ſhe) 
receive a perfect contentment in this meeting, and the Prince my brother,whom with- 
out doubt you ſeek, though he be not far from us, is yer in the power of our enemies. 
I heard that news at my cofning io the Camp ( replyed Theodates , with a fadder 
countenance than uſual) and nothing elſe would comfort me in that misfortune, but 
the knowledge that you arein a condition, quickly to reſtore him his liberty. After 
that Theodates had received the welcomes of all thoſe worthy men, to whom his ver- 
tue, and the atfeRion of Artaxerxes rendred him conljderable, the Prince of Perlia de- 
ſired to poſleſs him more particularly than the reſt, and to that end led him out of that 
Chamber, and went into the next, whither he was followed by none but Orontes , and 
Lylimachus : he then demanded the cccalion of his journey: and Theodates his look 
becomins more ſorrowfull than before; When I ſhall tell you , Sir ( ſaid he ) that 1 
lefc Scythia out of an earneſt longing to ſee you again, percharice the paſſion I honour 
you withall, is well enough known unto you, to procure your belief ; but I muſt con- 
feſs it is not the only motive of my journey, and that it is accompanied with another, 
which of it ſelf was ſuſhcient to make me undertake it ; I was not willihg to declare ir 
before the Princeſs, and I leave that care either to you, or tothe Prince her brother, 
who will have more power,to prepare her for the hearing of an unpleaſing news. The 
King of Scythia is dead. Is the King dead ? interrupted Artaxerxes : Yes, Sir, replyed 
Theodates, he is dead, After he had langhtiſhed a great while for the abſence, or for 
the loſs as he believed of his children, he was taken with a Feaver, which finding him 
weaken'd, both by his age and grief, depriv'd theworld of him in a matter #8 dayes. 
Arſaces could not hear of this news wichout an extraordinary trouble , nor without a 
molt ſenſible diſcontent; and though many of that Kings ations ,/ had in former times ' 
given him occalion enough not to be ſorry for his death, yet was he ſo fully reconciled 
to him, by what he had done in his favour afterward, and did ſo much conlider the Fa- 
ther of Berenice and Orgondates,that he could not be a hearer of that fatal news, with- 
out being toach'd to the very bettom of his heart. His ſorrow diſcovered ir ſelf pre- 
ſeatly by his tears, and looking upon Theodates with very ſad ation ; Ah my dear 
friend ! (ſays he) how much you moderate my joy to ſee you, by the news yo1 bring? 
It did not pleaſe the Gods I ſhould receive it in a time when I ſhould have taken it 
with more patience, bur they ſend it me now when I have a great deal of reaſon to be 
afflicted at it ; Ah ! how great afear I am in for the grief of my poor Princeſs? and how 
diſcreetly was it done of you to difſemble it before her? Artaxerxes ſaid many other 
things, by which he diſcover'd his fenſe of that loſs to his friends, but they comforted 
him by all manner of reaſons, and it was likely he would receive conſolation for it, 
when he remembred that of Darius, of the Queens,his Mother and Grandmotier,and 
all che reſt he had ſuſtained. After he had ſetled himſelf alittle by the force of his cou- 


rage, ad that he was able to queſtion Theodates, touching the eſtate of Scythia, _ 
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the death of its King, The affairs of Scythia, anſwered Theodates, are in the beſt con- 
dition we can delire, and the Scythians now teel no other trouble, but their impatience 
to ſee their King Oroondates : they,with acclamations and tranſports of joy, received 
the propolition I made, of ſending the Chief among them to ſeek tor him ; and wlien 
I beganmy journy tor that purpoſe, they made many of the principal Scythians 
ſer forward alſoto go in quelt of their King by different wayes from that 1 took ; hut 
before my departure I had,rhe ſatisfaction to help to ſerthe State in ſuch order as was 
neceſſary, and to ſee all the people ſubmir themſelves voluntarily to Prince Carthalis 
whom they declared Regent of the Kingdom till their King's arrival. And for Stra» 
tonice, ſaid Artaxerxes, What's become of her ? Together with the afflition ſhe re- 
ceived for the King's death , Reply'd Theodates, ſhe was aflaulted with two others, 
almolt at the ſame time, which moved ber to the reſolution ſhe hath taken ; the firit 
was, that being ſome months gone with Child, ſhe got a hurt chat made her miſcarry, 
and by.that accident ſhe lolt the hopes ſhe had grounded upon her great belly; and the 
other was the news of Arſacomes his death, which, within three dayes after the King's, 
was brought to Ifledoa by one of thoſe that had accompanied him. Stratonice had 
ſunk under ſo many occalions of ſorrow , if ſhe had not indeed had a great deal of 
courage ; ſhe bore them ſo impatiently for ſome dayes at firſt, that ſhe would not be 
comforted by any means , nor be vilited but by very few perſons : but when ſhe was 
again become capable of reaſon, ſhereſolved to forſake the world , in which ſhe no 
longer hoped for any ſatisfaftion, and bidding adiew to the Court, ſhe ſhut her ſelf up 
in a Cloyſter, amongſt Virgins devoted to the Goddeſs Tellus , which is but a daies 
journey from Iſfedon , with a delign to ſpend the reſt of her life within thoſe Walls ; 
I was of the number of thoſe that viſited and took leave of her before her departure , 
though;lince the croſſes her ambition had caus'd you,I no longer had any affe&tion for 
her ; but that was the la(t that could be paid her in that condition of her fortune.She 
knew very well that among all the King's Subjes,there was none that had a greater 
zeal and paſſion for his ſervice than I,wherefore ſhe addreſs'd her ſelf to me rather than 
any of the reſt, and before ſhe got up into her Chariot,ſhe ſaid thus to me in the hear 
ing of Prince Carthalis : Theogdates, you may tell King Oroondates, that *tis not any 
fear of him makes me forſake his Court,and,though by my ations I may perhaps have 
moved him to ſome reſentment ,'-1 am too well acquainted with his vertue to fear 
him, and I know he is too generous to overwhelm her with new afflition, who has 
received enough, and thoſe greatenough from Fortune , and who had the honour to 
be Wife to the King his Father ; you may carry him this affurance, if you pleaſe, and 
you may tell Prince Artaxerxes , that the affection of a Siſter may make him pardon 
what I did againlt him in favour of peor Arſacomes , [ince he is now revenged of him, 
and ſince that poor Prince hath quitted his pretenliqns to him with his lite. While 
TheodateFrepeated theſe words of Queen Stratonice, Artaxerxes was ſo touch'd with 
them, that he hardly could refrain from tears, and after having continued a while in 
the refletion he made upon that change of Fortune : Stratonice is to be blamed ( ſaid 
he) for having rob'd my Brother of the glory he would have gain'd in the ſervices, 
and in the duties he would have paid her ; I am confident he would alwayes have ho- 
noured her as the wife of the King his Father, and I for my part have no reſentments 
againſt her, that could have hindred me from looking upon her all my life time with 
reſpe&, and from comforting herin her misfortunes , as much as I poſſibly could have 
done. She departed from Ifledon with that belief of you both ( replied Theodates ) 
and went to ſhut her ſelf up in that houſe which ſhe had enriched with a great many 
preſents, and which ſhe had taken care to beautifte during the King's life. After 
this diſcourſe, Theodates told the Prince many particularities of the Aﬀairs of Scythiaz 
and anſwered. ts any queſtions he ask'd him upon that SubjeR, and concerning his 
love, and the health of the Princeſs Theomiris ; but he likewiſe heard partly from 
him, and partly from his friends , thoſe admirable events that had befallen him ſince 
his departure out of Scythiazthe cruel effe&ts of his jealoulie, his combats againſt Oro- 
ondates, andat laft their happy knowledge of one another. 


In the mean while Seleucus and Nearchus, followed by Araxes, were gone into the 
, City 
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City, where they had been receiv'd by choſe of their Party, with acclamations of joy; 
the noiſe of their arrival beins run one from another unto the ears of Perdiccas , 
he was much ſurpriz'd at it , being ſomthing aſhamed to leok them in the face, after 
having neglected their friendſhip ; yer being bold, and having a very ready wit, he 
was quickly prepared for that reception, and coming to meet them with demonftrati- 
ons of gladneſs,he delired by his countenance and by his a&tion to repair the fault he 
had committed toward them. Afoon as he was near enough to be keard, going for- 
ward with his arms (tretch'd out , I welcome you my cruel friends ( ſaid he) with 
as much affeRion as if you had not injured that which is berween us, by thoſe inhu- 
mane propolitions which my palſhon forced me to diſobey. Saying theſe words he 
embraced chem, but they received both his Complements and his Embraces very ſe- 
riouſly ; and Seleucus madethis Anſwer ; Itis not neceflary,, Perdiccas, to examine 
che faults againſt friendſhip which we may have committed ; we delired nothing of 
you, which reaſon and honour did not demand as much as it , and we ſufficiently ex- 
preſs the greatneſs of it , lince after the contempt you have ſhewed us, we are not 
become your enemies, as Leonatus. I confeſs ( replyed Perdiccas ) that you are very 

enerous, (ince you have had ſo much compalſion of my misfortune , and that you 
| been pleaſed to put a difference berween faults that are cauſed by a violent con- 
ltraint, and thoſe that are committed through ingratitude : I will not examine whe- 
ther my refuſal , or your demand offended our friendſhip moſt ; but I have alwayes 
thought you might better have asked my lite, than that which you delired of me. 1 
confeſs I was to blame ( anſwered Seleucus ) to preſume ſo much upon your affettion, 
and that I ought to have expected none but more common proofs of it ; but the Gods 
be thanked, we now are free meerly by the Nobleneſs of our Enemies, and we have 
accepted the liberty they have given us, upon condition to repay it by that of Oroon- 
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Perdiccas ſtood a while without replying to that diſcourſe ; but after he had be- 
thought himſelf a little : It is juſt, ſaid he, that Oroondates ſhould be given you, and 
though you very well know,by the confeſſion I make to you of my love, how great an 
mtereſt[ ought to have in detaining him,and what damage I ſhall receive by hs liber- 
ty ;lle tay atide the conſideration of my own repoſe, to ſatisfie you , .and conquer my 
ſtrongeſt inclinations, to put you out of the — you have conceived againſt a 
mo#t unſhaken friendſhip. We deſire to know the iflue of it to day ( added Nearchus) 
and if yor pleaſe to call a Council, we there will make our Propolitions,Perdiccas pro- 
relted to them that he would not oppoſe it,& that he would do as much as poſlibl 
he'could to perſwade all thoſe that had credit therezto grant them that ſatisfa&ion. At- 
ter having made them that promiſe,he went to Roxana, whither neither Selencus nor 
Nearchus would go till the Council were aflembled. Perdiccas ſaid nothing to the 
Queen of the intent they had to demand Oroondates, but ſhe ſoon ſuſpeRed it, and, 
if poſſibly ſhe could, would have broken the meeting, The Prince and all thoſe of the 
Council, were come together in a Room appointed for that purpoſe, having had no- 
tice given them by Perdiccas, who brought the Queen chither himſelf, .and Seleucus 
and Nearchnsentred within a while after. They kitled the Queens hands, and ſaluted 
all their friends , from whom they received endearments full of affeftion. When they 
had all taken their places ; and were in a readineſs to hearken to Seleucus his Propo- 
lition : He began to ſpeak , and having firſt made a complaint againſt their friends , 
who had left them to the mercy of their enemies,without having attempted any thing 
for their liberty, and without having ſo much as lent an eare to propoſals,which other 
conlideratiohs beldes theirs, ought to have made them embrace; he told them how 
Leonatus with eight thouſand Priſoners ; had» taken their enemies Party , and rhat 
though Nearchus and he had been ſufficiently provoked to follow his example, tince 
their uſage had been all alike, yet had they had more __ to their ancient frieud- 
ſhip,and had received their liberty, from the generolity of their enemies,to come and- 
imploy.it in the ſervice of their friends as ungratefull as they were ; but that they had 
accepted It oaly as a ranſom for that of Oroondates,and that they had engaged them- 
ſelves to them by promiſe ,-<ither to ſend him back in exchange, or to return =_ 
elves 
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ſelves into their hands: He then prayed them to conſider the juſtice of their demand, 
and if they ſtill thought them capable to ſerve them, to ſet them at liberty to do it by 
diſingaging them of their word. Seleucus having ended his dilcourſe,the greatelt parr 
of the Afſembly enclined to grant what he demanded, but they durit not openly dif- 
cover themſelves;till the intention of Roxana and Perdiccas were mace known : nei- 
therof them had ſpoken yet, but when Perdiccas was obliged to give hi opinion , he 
declared that he oppoſed not the ſarisfation of Seleucus and Nearchus , lince thoſe 
twomen were conliderable enough , to deſerve that things leſs reaſonable ſhould be 
oranted them,and that if theQueen were ſo pleaſed,he willingly conſented Oroonda- 
tes ſhould be ſet at liberty. While Perdiccas ſpake onthis manner,Roxana,whom that 
diſcourſe had raiſ'd to an extremity of anger,beheld him with an enflamed eye;and it 
ſhe had followed her firſt ſuggeſtions,ſhe would have reproached him with tranſport- 
ed words,for betraying her on that faſhion contrary to the agreements made between 
them;but ſhe moderated her ſelfas well as poſſibly ſhe could,yet not ſo much,but 
that the interrupted him before he had done ſpeaking. It there be a neceflity of relea- 
ſing Priſoners,ſaid ſhe,'tis Statira that mult be releaſed,and not Oroondates;Statira is 
the daughter of Darius,the wife of Alexandery ourKing and yourQueen,with as much 
juſtice as my ſelf : Perdiccas has no right at all to keep her ; he chat is born a ſubje& 
to the King her husband; and when herefuſed her for the exchange of hisfriends, he 
violated not only all the laws of friendſhip,but all other laws both divine and humane : 
belides ſhe's a woman , as weak without our walls as in our priſon ; and though ſhe 
were at liberty, the party of our enemies would be never a jot the itronger ; but O- 
roondatesis a Scythian y that has taken arms for our deſtruQtion , and one to whom 
you owe nothing of what is due from-you to the widow of Alexander : Moreover, he 
15 the greateſt and moſt terrible of your enemies, ſo that you cannot ſet him at liberty 
without contributing toward your own ruine ; and the chief men of his Party are tied 
to him by ſuch prefiing conliderations, that by retaining him; you will alwayes have 
the means to make an advantageous treaty with themin extremity. Perdiccas, who 
found a great appearance of reaſon in what the Queen ſaid,and who believed he had 
done enough ED of Seleucus, by declaring his firſt intention, would not ſecond 
it againſt Roxana, knowing he could not break with her without making a very oreat 
diſunionin their party : wherefore turning toward Seleucus ; I have paid ( ſaid he ) 
what I believ'd I ow'd to you,& I could have wiſhed with all my heart,that theQueen 
would have thought fit to ſatisfie you, but being tied to obſerve her will,as I am both 
by reſpect, and by the whole intereſt of our party , I cannot tell how to contradie 
her ; you may remain with us , ſince our enemies have given you your liberty with- 
out condition, and if in the progreſs of this war we can find any occalion to do ſoz 
we'l acknowledge their civility by returning them other Priſoners in ſtead of Org- 
ondates. Seleucus was ſo tranſported with choller > both by Roxana's denial , and 
Perdiccas his change, that he had hardly any power left over himſelf to moderate his 
reſentments. What ( ſaid he with a louder voice than ordinary ) is it thus you uſe us 
after what we have done for this party? And have you ſo ſoon forgotten that we have 
preſerved the glory of it by our Ations ? 1s it becauſe we were left among the dead 
all mangled with wounds, while thofe who now diſpoſe of us ſought their ſafety be- 
hind our walls ? Is it becauſe that I alonedid animate and rally our defeated Troops, 
to make head againſt a conquering Army , and becauſe that I alone oppoſed be 
ſword of Arſaces, and the ſword of Oroondates , which made the ſtouteſt bf ovr Ma- 
fters flee ? did any amongſt you ever ſee Seleucus turn his back in either of the Battels > 
or can any of you deny bo that he alone made the viftory to waver,and diſate the 
Slory of the laſt day ſingle againſt your enemies? Do theſe wounds he received make 
him more contemptible than if he had retired with the firſt into the City? and after 
this worthy uſage of him, can you think he can continue your friend againſt theſe 
valiant men amongſt whom he had found -ſo much freedom and ſo much generoſity'3 
Selencus ſuffered himſelf to be thus tranſported to words , that exaſperated Roxana 
and Perdiccas;and Perdiccas was going to reply if the Queen hadnot prevented him: 
You have free permiſſion ( ſaid ſhe )to do what you have molt miudto, and if you 
are 
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are ens aged either by promile or inclination to recarn to 0ur enemies , your paſlage 
to them will be more ealie for you to procure, than the exchange you have propoſed: 
Yes, (replyed Seleucus) we will return to your Enemies , but wee'l return with all 
our Forces, and with thoſe of Leonatus ; we are not ſo mean ſpirited, as to employ our 
own arms, orthe Arms ot our Souldiers any longer in the ſervice of the mott morate- 
full perſoris upon earth, and you ſhall loſe us ina time when our loſs will peradven- 
ture be of ſo1.e importance. After theſe words, and ſome others which Nearchus ad- 
ded witly at indignation as great as his, they went both out of the raom, and retired tg 
Seleucus his lodging, witha deſign not to go out of Babylon without all-the remain- 
ders of their Forces; they were preſently vitited there by all the Officers that comman- 
ded them, and by a good number of the Souldiers, who that day had not much to &o , 
by reaſon of the Truce which was agreed upon for two days, to bury the dead of either 
Party. 

Arete ducing the Couiſel, had aid at Seleucus his houſe, and havins, found him 
there athis coming in, he made him quickly ſee by his countenance,that he had labou- 
red unſucceſsfully tor his Mafter's exchange. Araxes (ſaid he ) I have not bad cregir 
enough to defiver the Prince of Scythia, and they thatkeep him Priſoner, have judged 
with reaſon that we had ſet our liberty at too high a rate ; lince we would not accept 
of it,but by the exchange of his, they have refuſed it us with ſcorn,butperhaps we ſhal 
endeavour to procure it by other wayes 5 inthe mean while, ſtay you here wich pati- 
ence for the remainder of this day, and to morrow you ſhall know! thei reſolution I 
have taken for you and for your Maſter.” Although Araxes was much afflicted for that 
ill ſacceſs; yer did he bear it as patiently as he could, and ſubmitted without reply to 
Seleucus his pleaſure ; the houle within a minute after was full with all the Officers 
that were in'Babylon, he received them in general with moſt obligipg civilities, - but 
he made his own ſure to him particularly, and commanded them to have their men in 
a readineſs to perform the orders he ſhould be obliged to give them according to the 
neceſſity of Aﬀairs. Of fitreen thouſand Macedonians that had followed him 5 there - 
were yettliree thouſand left, and there were above four thouſand Pamptylans and 
Phrygiatis remaining of the Forces of Nearchus and Leonatus ; they were- all at the 
devotion of-cheſe two chief Commanders, and all proteſted they would be exer ready. 
to obey them withour diſpute. They .did no more at that time but make themſelves 
ſureof their affiltance,; being yet uncertain what reſolution .chey ſhould take, though 
they were molt fully reſolved ro be no longer friends to Roxana and Perdiccas, and to 
ſerve their Enemies by all the wayes they could follow in honour, without any other 
conlideration ; they determined therefore co ſperid the reſt of that day, and the night 
following, in concluding what courſe it was beſt to take. Peuceſtas, Neoptolemus, and 
almolt all the other Commanders in Chief came to viſit them ; Perdiccas went not 
to their lodging, . but he ſent his brother Alcetas to excuſe him, and to repreſenr the 
Reaſons that hindred him from. conteſtiag againſt the will of Roxana. In effe& Roxa- 
na and Perdiccas were botls afraid of Seleucus his threats, and knowing how able he 
was to ſerve,or to _ their Patty,th&y repented their having uſed lim-ill,yer nei- 
ther of them could yield to content him to the prejudice of their love , and all they 
could do for that time was to pray Alcetas toſee him, and to do his utmoit endeavours 
to keep him and to moderate his reſentmenes. Alcetas did the beſt he palhibly could, 
and torgot nothing that mightexcuſe his-Brother ; or that might ſerve. for Roxana's 
juſtification ; but Seleucus was little moved with all healledged, and after having lenc 
him very quiet attention: Alcetas,( ſaid he JRoxana-ahd Perdiccas have deſpiſed our 
friendſhip , and they never ſhall recover it while they live, they have noreaſon that 
can juſtitie their ingratitude , and we have a thouſand to become their Enemies ; we 
have cauſe ro be humbled by the little "account that is made of us , but we'll ſec our 
ſelves up again, ifit pleaſe the Gods , and ſhall perhaps come off with Honour from 
the Enterprize we have undertaken. Tais was all that Alcetas could obtain from Se- 
leucus and Nearchus, but Perdiccas was not ſo repulſed, for conliderins of how .freat 
importance it was to him to keep their friendſhip , he ſer-all the Commanders a work 
to flatter and pacifie them, In the mean _ hongh Roxana hevtl been off2aded wirh 
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him at the firſt, he had partly appeaſed her by his carriage afterward , and had not 
failed toallegeall che reaſons to lier, which had obliged him to that former compli- 
ance with Seleucus his requeſt: bur if ſhe were well ſatisfied with Perdiccas yz ſhe was 
little pleaſed on the other hide with Oroondates, and by a vilit ſhe had made him that 
day, ſhe lolt part of the hopes ſhe had conceived (ince his being taken ; ſhe had neg- 
leed norhing that might win his love, and after ſhe had often repreſented - the power 
ſhe had to oblige him , and to change his preſent condition into a maſt happy and a 
molt glorious | — The only happineſs you can give me ( ſaid he ) and:,the only 
one I would now receive from you, ſhould be to grant methe light, of, my; Princeſs, 
and for that only favour, if1 could not love you , 1 at left would pardon, you all the 
miſchief you have done me. Roxana thought that demand of Oroondates ſo contrary 
to her intentions, that ſhe immediately retuſed ir ; but after that, ſhe had rot; been a- 
ble to ger him ſomuch as to look upon her, and had parted from him ſo ill ſatisfied , 
that herill humour had not contributed little to the ill uſage ſhe had, ſhewed Seleucus. 
She told Perdiccas the paſlages of that viſit, as likewiſe of the other ſhe had made him 
the day before : and ſhe no ſooner had let.him know Oroondates his demand,but Pex- 
diccas gave her notice how that very day he had received the fame from Statira-, and 
how that fair Queen had proteſted to him, by the Ghoſt of Alexander , thar if he did 
not procure that Oroondates might vilit her, ſhe never would look upon him while ſhe 
lived, but as her molt mortal enemy. Ah ( cryed Roxana.) I never will conſent that 
Oroondates ſhould ſee her, he has ſeen her but too much already to my misfortune. 
Nor wil{I ever ſuffer (replyed Perdiccas) that ſhe ſhould be ſeenof Oroondates, ſhe 
has beenſo but too much for the quiet of my. dayes. And what ſhall we do then ( ad- 
ded Roxana) to content them, and to appeale their minds in foe degree'2 Iyo longer 
know (anſwered Perdiccas) how I ſhould carry my ſelf towards Caflandra,, and-1I fee 
my ſelf at laſt reduced to the neceſſity of following the laſt wayes that are left me ; 
hitherto I have conlidered her as a greatPrinceſs, to whom I owed all manner of re- 
, roy but ſhe ingratefully has abuſed it,and-iv her late uſage of me,ſhe has forgot no- 
thing that could make me loſe ir. After this diſcourſe, Perdiccas left the Queen in an 
Alley of the Garden where ſhe had begun towalk ; but as ſhe would have gone into 
another, ſhe chanced nn 6 meet Caſlander and Alcetas , who. were talkin 
there of their Aﬀairs ; if the Queen had followed her inclination, ſhe haqturn'd back 
again to avoid Caflander, whoſe [ight was inſupportable to.her : but ſhe forced it, in 
recard of the need ſhe had of his atfiſtance; and ſeeing herſelf upon the paint of lo- 
ſing part of her {trength with Seleucus and-Nearchus, ſhe was afraid that if ſhe drove 
Caſlander utrerly into diſpair, ſhe mighr be left alone; and by conſequence too weak 
to reliſt her Enemies. Theſe reaſons made her ſuffer his ——_ and he came up to 
her more confidently than he would have done in another ſeaſon, thinking he had ob- 
liged her that day in the Counſel, by his compliance with her to the prejudice of his 
own intereſts, which ſhould have made him. delire the ſending. away of Oroondates. 
Yet was his heart poſſelſed-with rage at the remembrance of the endeavours ſhe had 
uſed to retain him, and perhaps he had ſeconded her defires in part, that he might be 
the better able to make his Rival feel the effe&ts of his anger, while he was a priſoner; 
he ſaw by the Queens countenance, that ſhe took it well he had born her that reſpe&, 
and that beliefhaving made him bolder than ordinary, he reſolved to uſe it to his ad- 
vantage. Madam (ſaid he) you have reaſon to be ſatisfied that the Princes yielded. to 
day ſo willingly to your delire; but amongſt them all, none but Caflander negleRed 
his own intereſts for yours,and he gave his voice againſt his own repoſe, when he gave 
it according to your inclinatiou. Though henocely of her affairs made Roxana diſ- 
ſemble part of her averſion againſt C er, it was wakened in her every moment by 
the ſuſpitions ſhe had of him for the Death of Alexander ; and as the ſmalleſt things 
were ſufficient to caſt her again into ill humours toward him, ſhe found matter enoug 
in his diſcourſe to do it, and looking upon him with diſdain, And what intereſt had 
you ( ſaid ſhe ) that ſhould have perſwaded you to oppoſe my intention ? I had as 
much (anſwered Caſlander) to wiſh for Oroondates his liberty , as you had to hinder 
it; and as,t0 keep one near you whom you love, you have uſed Seleucus ill, _— aſ- 
1{tarice 


UMI 


ParrTV. LASSANDReA. $1t 
ſtance, and whoſe ſervices are very conliderable, I,tooblige a Prince that was ever my 
friend, ought with a great deal more reaſon to have delired the departure of a Rival 
whole prelence is deltraQtive to me. The preſence and the departnre.of Oroondates , 
ought both to be indifterent to you, and you ſhall alwayes draw as much advantage 
from the one, as from the other ; 1 love nothing bur what I ought to love., bur 1 will 
not take care to jultifie my ſelf ro you for it, nor will I ever uſe violence upoa. my i1n- 
clinations to content you. What added Caſlander) ſhall rime, the fidelity of my ſer- 
vices, and his diſdain whom you unyjuttly prefer betore me, work no effect. at all upon 
you ? and will you for ever perlilt in this hard heartedneſs toward a Prince,who gives 
himſelf up wholly to your will,and who finds neicher glory nor contentment bur in the 
occalions of doing you ſervice ? what reaſon can you have (if my paſſion may give me 
the liberty to ſpeak to you in theſe tearms?) what reaſon have you to perliſt m che nn- 
deſerved uſage I receive from you ? Is my birth iuferiour ro yours? and if, by an effet 
of your Beauty, you were raiſed unto the fortune to be theWife of Alexander,may not 
L,by an etfeR of my love, attain the glory of being ſuffered by the daughter of Cohor- 
ranus? Do you hope for another Alexander? and in the preſent Rate of your atfairs, can 
you expect a betrer condition for your repoſe, than with one of the chief of his Succeſ- 
ſors ? tor in fine, you cannot be ignorant that you have loſt the right you had to the 
Univerſal Empire; it is divided amongſta great number of Princes, who will not re- 
ſtore yoa the Countries that are faln to their lot; and though you ſhould bring forth a 
ſon of Alexander's, he will be very happy if he can but keep Macedon alone, and his 
ſhare without doubt will be leſs than mine, and leſs than many of my Companions : 
Do you hope for the re-eſtabliſhment of your greatneſs from ſome Barbarian King 2 
there is not one amongſt them all that can equal himſelf to us; and though, out of the 
reſpe& we bear to the memoyy of Alexander, we have not yet taken upon us to wear 
Crowns, we lack nothing elſe but that formality, and when we ſhall have quieted our 
troubles, we ſhall undoubtedly attain thoſe qualities, the want of which, makes you 
think there is ſomthing deſpicable in us ; pardon this liberty of ſpeech in a man who is 
no longer in a condition to difſemble with you , and who has too ſtrong a paſſion for 
your intereſts to flatter you unſeaſonably. Yet I demand nothing of you through theſe 
conliderations, and pretend that nothing but pitty alone ſhould obtain a favour from 
you, which no manner of reaſon can obli you to; I know that Caſfander is unworthy 
of your aftetion, but all men living are ſo as well as he , and if any one can merit it, 
'is he without doubrythat gives you all the moments of his lite, and that limits all his 
thoughts in you alone ; if my preſumption deſerve puniſhment, I have ſifteted a moſt 
ſevere one, nor could you your ſelf inflict more cruel torments than thoſe I under- 
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As you delire the-favour of the Gods, my adored Queen, have ſome regard to me 
out.of meer compaſſion, and ſuffer me not to depart from hence, without having leave 
to hope for ſome change in my deplorable condition. As he ended theſe words,he caft 
himſelf at Roxana's feet, ſhe being ſet down upon one of the ſeats. that were in the 
Alley, and embraced her knees ſo artently, that the Queen,much tronbled athis ati- 
on, knew not how to diſ-intangle her ſelf. His Diſcourſe had extremely oftended 
her, as well by reaſon of the unwelcom truths it contained,as becauſeit had been ſpo- 
ken in the preſence of many witneiles , before whom ſhe could not approve that he 
had entertained her with ſo little reſpe& : wherefore ſhe teſtifhed her ill humour both 
by her action, and by her Anſwer ; and thruſting away Caffander , who till had kept 
himſelfin beſeeching poſture. Go, ſaid ſhe , and repreſent their affairs to them 
that ask you Counſel : I hope that I ſhall alwayes be in a condition to ſtand in no need 
of you; and if I cannot hope to have a ſecond Alexander for my Husband;either I will 
never have any, or I will have one whoſe perſon is more plealing to me than yours ; 
and whoſe life is without blemiſh : If trom the Daughter of Cohortanus,I became the 
wife of Alexander, I had qualities in my perſon, that gave him an affe&ion ; and I fec 
rione in yours that give not me an averlion : I ſpeak to you with a liberty like your 
own, and to expreſs my ſelf yet more freely,” yo1 force me to tell you, that I ſhould 
think my condition leſs ſhamefull witli a —_— King, oay, or with a private man, 
K kkkk2 than 
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than with a man accuſed of the death of the King his Maſter, and my Hasband : 1am 
conſtrained to uſe this reprozch once more to you, whether I will or no; but you have 
defended your ſelf ſo ill againtt that accuſation, that you ought not to think it ftrange, 
if I cannot ſuffer you without horror, till you have cleared your ſelf. Roxana, as ſhe 
ended theſe words, roſe up from her ſeat, and Cafſander, tranſported with rage, fol- 
lowed her with his face all on five. *Tis notfor the King's death,cried he,that you hate 
a man whom you believe to be moſt innocent of it;I ſhall juſtifie my ſelf of that crime, 
much better than all thoſe that ſuſpect me for it : but you loved him too little to make 
his death the motive of this hatred,and you preferr'd the ſame man before him during 
his life, whom you prefer before me naw : Tis Oroondates, that rob'd Alexander the 
Great of the Aﬀectionsof his wife, and that robs Caſlander of all his hopes ; but I'l 
revense thoſe injuries that are common both to my King and me, and it hitherto 1 
have threatned without effet,you now ſhall hear,that in the rage into which you have 
precipitated me, I am capable to execute the ftrangelt reſolutions. As he uttered theſe 
words, he turn'd away from the company, and leaving the Queen in a manner belides 
her ſelf, with anger at his injurious reproaches, and at his cruel threatnings, he went 
out of the Garden,and being come home to his lodsing,in an exceeding great tury,he 
imployed the reſt of the day and night following, in plotting the means he ſhould uſe 
both for his revenge and for his contentment. 

In the mean time Queen Statira,or Caſſandra (for ſhe had retained that name with 
a purpoſe never any more to take up that of the Princeſs of Perſia, under which ſhe 
had been expoſed to ſo many misfortunes ) was extreamly prefled by Perdiccas his 
importuniries, and he being vex'd at the little progreſs he had made in his defign of 
gaining her affetion, and at the ill uſage he had received from herin his laſt vilits, 
went beyond the terms in which he long had kept himfelt toward her, and flew ow 
to threats, which made her fall into ſtrange apprehenſions, yet did ſhe nat (ink at all 
from the greatneſs of her courage ; and when he told her, it was not her belt way to 
make him defperate in the condition he then was, nor to drive him to extremities, 
which could not but bring her cauſe of difcontens: think not,{a1d ſhe,with your threats 
to fright a Princeſs who 1s not weak enough to fear them, and who, by the power ſhe 
hath over her own life, cati ſecure her (elf from yours, whenſoever you ſhall go about 
to abuſe it : I know how to die, Perdiccgs, to _— you of the Empire you have 
over my body, and by my death I ſhall complear the anger both of Gods and men 
againſt yon, who will not ſuffer your crimes to go unpuniſhed. The Gods forbid, 
replied Perdiccas, that I ſhould ſeek your: death, or that I ſhould ever conſent to 
it ;*tis not your life I threaten, for I wauld rather expoſe mine own to all manner 
of diſaſters, than arm my hand, or thoſe of your enemies, againſt it. Yes, Madam, you 
are ſtill too dear to me, to b&able to conceive any violent thought againlt you, but 
you may fear leſt that in the end my rage be turned againſt this Oroondates, whom 
you unjuftly prefer before me z and leſt I pour upon him whatfoever he can apprehend 
from a deſpairing Rival; and from au Enemy that hath all manner of power over him: 
hitherto I have fpared him for your ſake, and for Roxana's who loves him, and out of 
ſome ſenſe of generolity ; but at laſt all theſe conliderations will be blown away by 
my deſpair'; and ince the advantages he has over me, make his life and mine to þe 
incompatible, I ſhall undoubtedly ſacrifice his either ro my repoſe,or to my revenge. 
The fair Queen could not hear theſe cruel threats without growing pale, nor without 
teſtifying by the mations of her countenance, how deeply they had touch'd her; and in- 
deed they raade her loſe part of her conſtancy, wheretore looking upon-him with eyes 
fwell'd with tears ready to break forth, which ſhe withheld with a grear deal of diffi- 
culty : Crue! man ( ſaid ſhe ) execute then with thine own hand, againſt the unfortu- 
nate Caflandra, what thou intendelt to do againſt Oroondates ; and lince thou art at 
laſt fallen upon the only thought that was let thee to conceive for a conclulion of thy 
crimes, take this wretched lite, which thou madeſt ſhew to be willing to ſpare, and 
preſerve that brave and glorious life of the gallanteſt man that ever was; the loſs of 
mine is but of ſmall importance, if thou compareſt the miſeries of it with the wonders 
of his,and moreover, they are tied rogether with ſo troug a knotzthat thou ſhalt never 


ſee 
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ſee the ſeparation of them ; all the blows thou ſhale aim: at him, will fall direly.upgg. 
me, and the fame wound thag ſhall take away his life, will infallibly. ſend we w my 
- Grave. Ah ! my dear Prince ( continued the, not_beiag longer able to retain the, 
motions of her love, nor her tears, which .ran down with/violence, byt breaking forch,' 
through that extraordinary eftect of her paflion,with as much liberty before Pexdiccas, 
as if ſhe had been all alone,) too lovely Oxoondates, mult I be now-ſÞgear thee for 
no other end but to ſee thee fo cruelly expoſed to the rage of thy Eneggies, and after 
bavins eſcaped ſo many dangers, yito which thou hat thrown thy felt for my ſake, 
after {0 many cauſes to forſake me for ever, muſt thou be broug bt to ſubmit thy ſelf 
ro theſe barbarous peoplezwhaby the fear of one death alone, which they-have power 
to give thee, will make me die a thouſand times a day? The Queen had never made 
the affection ſhe bore to Oroondates, foclearly known unto, Pexdiceas, nox conld he 
hear thoſe words, that gave fo manitelt a Declaration of it, without falkag into tranſ- 
is of anger,and of grief, which tormented him moſt vehemently : He remained a 
s time unable to expreſs his. reſentments with his tongue, but #1 the 4nd looking 
upon the Queen with a more troubled countenance than before ; You could not (ſaid 
he ) have done a worſe ofhce to the Prince you love, than this of ſhewing fuck violent 
proofs of your atfeftion ; for though I were fure to.periſh, aud to ſeethe whole World 
periſh with me, I't never ſuffer him to live. when once my-hopes are dead; 1, for youy 
conlideration,wilt defer my revenge tilI havetried all my urmoſt endeavours ta mol- 
lifie you, but when all my ſubmiſſions ſhall once prove uſelefs, 1'1 never lethim tri- 
umph o're my ruine;and whether I fall by the anger of Heaven,or by yours,or by that 
of my Enemies, I will at leatt have the ſatisfaRtion to bury my Rival with me. Thou 
may'lt do ( replied the Queen utterly tranſported ) tliou may do whatfoever thy 
rage ſhall inſpire thee ; . bus this 1 declare before rhe Gods, than: {bale never draw 
other contentment from the death of Oroandates,fave that of ſeeing me die with him; 
and I proteſt to thee moreover, that thou, never:from this minute, ſhalt have word or 
took trom me any more, till thou haſt given me the mears to fee him, and difcoure 
with him. ph no = _—_ _ at that reiteration of a demand: which, i 
ueen had y made himand fix' his eyes upon-thi-ground, ly taufing what 
_—_ he ſhould return ; he could not conſent grin. = a ered which could 
not but be very prejudicial cohim : but at laſt there came a thought into his head, 
which made him change his opinion, and he no ſooner hadreonceived it, but turning 
toward the-Queen ; You ſhalt obtain what yau defire, ſaid he; if I canperfwade Roxa- 
na to. it ; but hope not that Oroondates ſhall profit by —_— he ſhallmever be per- 
mitted ro ſee yoit, but to beZ his life of you; which "only uporrthe uſage you 
ſhall ſhew to me ; if he be wife, he'l counfel you to foxtake him, and upon the lucceſs 
of his counſels, ſhall follow either his death or his preſervation. After: theſe words, he 
went out of the Chamber, and left the Queenſo troubled at his threats,thas if ſhe had 
not been comforted by the hope he gave her of ſeeing Oroondates, ſhe would have 
been reduced to a mott lamentable condition. The Pxinces'her Siſter came into her 
chamber preſently after, and having heard her new cauſes of Aﬀflition, ſhe ſought out 
all the words her afte&tion could put into her mouth,to give her conſalatian; their laſt 
hope was inthe aſſiſtance they expected from Prince Artaxerxes their Brother, and 
their ſorrow was a little moderated by the remembrance af that Great Prince's being 
alive, and by that of the ſuccour they might probably look for from a man of that Re- 
putation, ſeconded by the Valiant Lylimachus, and by their generous and invincible 
Companions. | 
But Roxana's mind was at no better quiet than thaſe of the two Princeſſts, and her 
love made her endure whatſoever was leaſt ſupportable to them in their captivity,and 
in the relt of their misfortunes : ſhe ſaw the moſt potent Party of the world armed at 
her Gates for her deſtruction,and who, by the firſt, and moft important ſucceſles,ought 
in likelihood to hope for the laſt advantages : ſhe faw enemies within ber walls, not - 
doubting but that Seleucus was ſuthciently incenſed to harboar oy of revenge 
againit her; ſhe had heard of the defeat of her Allies,in whole relief ſhe had grounded 
part of her hopes ; ſhe was perſecuted by a bruitiſh man, whom ſhe ſaw ready every 
Mmomenr 
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moment to vent his fury in ſome bloudy attempt, and by the teſtimony of her own 
conſcience, ſhe believed both Heaven and Earch to be her Enemies,yet all this tonch- 
Ed her not ſo deeply as Oroondates his ſcorn : that cruel remembrance made her neg- 
le& all care of her affairs, and hardly left her ſo much as a minutes reit, When ſhe re- 
turned out of the Garden where ſhe had had that unplealing diſcourſe with Caflander, 
ſhe went to the lodging of her Priſoner, though ſhe had incited him once that day al- 
ready, and as ſhe paſſed by the guard, ſhe had ſet upon him,ſhe commanded theirCap- 
tain to have an exact care of his perſon,& to defend itto the lalt gaſp, againſt a!l thoſe 
that ſhould attempt to hurt him : She uſed that cautiap for his ſatery, by reaſon of 
Caflander's threats, believing him capable to flie upon ſome violent deſign, Oroonda- 
tes who received her vilits with a great deal of weariſomneſs, had much ado to ſettle 
his countenance to what civility ſeem'd to require from him ; but Roxana was not re- 
ulſed thereby, though it was a mortal grief to her to ſee thoſe continual marks of 
is averſion, and drawing near him with a diflembling look. Well cruel Oroondates, 
ſaid ſhe, will you for ever be my enemy? and will you not open your eyes at laſt, to ſee 
the faults you commit, both againſt your own happineſs, and againſt the gratitude you 
ow to my affetion? Doyou notconlider that I _— all my intereſts topreſerve you, 
and that I put bath my affairs; and even'my very life, in a manifelt danger, to defend 
you from Enemies which your fortune hath ſtir'd up againſt you? Had it not been for 
this proteRion, wherewith I have-powerfully ſhelcred you, both they from whom you 
take the love of Statira, and:they from whom you take Roxana , would ere now have 
red upon you whatſoever their Jegloulie could ſuggeſt unto them : will you bein- 
ſenlible of theſelaſtobligations, as you have hitherto been of former ones? and if you 
diſdain the happineſs andthe glory which you might find in the acknowledgement 1 
demand of you, Do'you not think that even generolity it ſelf obliges you to uſe ſome 
violence upon you inclinations , in favour of a Queen, 'who is as obſtinate in loving 
you more than her ſelf, as you are in hating her for all her love? But you your ſelt, 
Madam; replied the Prince ſomething'briskly ,. donot you believe yourſelf obliged 
by that genetolity you _—— leave him art leaſt ſome liberty of mind, from whom 
you have taken that of his body ?- and ifir be true that you bear me that good will 
whereof I acknowledge my ſelf moſt unworthy, do you think to exprels it to me by ef- 
feAs ſo contrary to their canſe?Do you believe a heart can be changed by perſecutions? 
and if mine were capablets be ſo, do you-judge it could be by the uſage I receive from 
you? While I was free;'I defended my (Elf well enough from thoſe Enemies againſt 
who you have taken my-proteRion, andinow I am ther Priſoner, or yours, I had ra- 
ther die by their hands, than by the miſchiefs which you make me ſuffer, and which 
nevertheleſs you would make me'receive as proofs of yourafteion. Ah! whatdo you 
ſuffer, ingratefull man, ſaid the Queen, what do you ſuffer, that might not make all 
Priſoners of wat to envy your condition? - I ſuffer, anſwered Oroondates , an impri- 
ſonment very different tharthe Priſoners of your Party found with us: I ſuffer 
for the captivity of my Princeſs ; I judge of her rorments by mine own, fince ſhe is in 
the power of a man, whoſe jnclinations are ſuitable to yours : I bear her abſence a 
great deal more impatiently, than when I was far from her ; nor can I from this affe- 
Riongto which you would have me think my ſelf ſo indebted, obtain the liberty to ſee 
her; ſo much as for a moment; Noz added Roxana, you ſhall neves obtain it, and I 
would rather kill my Rival with my own hands, than conſent unto that cruel inter- 
view which you demand, butto compleat the ruining of my hopes. Nor ſhall you, 
replied Oroondates, ever obtain one word from me, or one moment of compliance 
more : Do, kill her, the Daughter of your King, and by that a&tion you will but finiſh 
what you hadſo generouſly begun : your heart already is enough diſpoſed unto that 
crime, to be the ator of it without reluancy , and you muſt never hope that he who 
conld not love you in a more innocent eftate, can calt his eyes upon you, when by your 
cruelty you ſhall have drawn upon your felt theimprecations even of thoſe that had 
nointereſt in it. The Queen was ſtung ſo deeply with theſe words, that her anger 
ſhewed itſelfin the redneſs of her face ; and beholding Oroondates with an offended 
eye : You are, ſaid ſhe, the moſt ungratefull man alive, and che moſt unworthy _ this 
aftects 


PantTV. (ASSANDReA. $15 
affetion which you have ſo inſolently avuſed, if I could-obtain of my heart, what my 
lhawfull indignation has reaſon to demand, you ſhould never ſee me but as your molt 
erael, and irreconcilable Enemy : Bur ſuch as I am , fear to drive me to extremity, 
and by tae remembrance of thoſe cruelties wherwith you reproach me every.moment, 
ydge wuat I may be capable of, when I ſhall be prompted by difpair. Tthald you'ca- 
pable of any thing, replyed che Prince, except of making Oroondates.love you; and 
neither your threatnings, nor your kindnefles, ſhall ever work my ming ta thoughts 
which are worthy only of Caflander. Roxana heardnot theſe lait words diſtinctly , 
for when Oroondates ſpoke them, ſhe was already gone our of his Chambeg. Hardly 
was ſhe gotten to her own, whea Perdiccas came in ; they preſently read their reſent- 
ments in each athers face, and being they were accuſtomed mutually to. impart the 
progreſs they made in their afteRions, they gave one another account of the fucceſs 
of the vilits they had newly made. Roxana was exceeding angry when, Perdiccas told 
her he had promiſed the Queen that ſhe ſhould ſee Orgondares, and proteſted often, 
that ſhe would never give hex conſent ; but Perdiccas pacified her by many reaſons he 
alleged , repreſenting to her, that that enterview could not hure theni, lute it ſhould 
be in the preſence of many witneſſes, which would cell them, all the paſlages of their 
converſation ; and thatif it could not ſerve to their advanzage, boweyex i3.could be no 
obſtacle.to their intentions ; and praying her to trult it 0s managing, hnce his in- 
tereſt was equal to hers, he ons her inthe end to yield to his perſwaliogs : after 
they had conferred together aboat the order they ſhould obſerve for the making of 
that Vilit, Perdiccas bad her good night ; and the Queen betore the went to bed, ha» 
vins a mind to let Oroondates know her purpoſe, to oblige him in what he had deli- 
xed, and the conditions upon which ſhe granted him that favour, called for pea and 
ink, and wrote to him in theſe words ; 


Queen Roxana, to Prince Orcondates. 


your are permitted to ſee my Rival, ſince yow bave deſived it 3 but it is 
 0t meat you ſhould make uſe of that favour to the ruine of thoſe that grant 
it you: "tis #1 your power to turnit to your advaitage, if you uſe tt as prudence 
would aduiſe you , and 13 counſelling Statira not to think of you any more, you 
oght to recet Ve the counſell ſhe will grue you to loſe all thought of bzy. This is 
the way you ought to follow if you love ber-life, ſince it ſhall depend meeyly wpon 
the ſucceſs of this enterview, ; 


Oroondates received this Letter, that very night before he went to bed,andin ſpite 
of all Roxaua's threatnings, found cavſes of joy in it, that made him forget his pretent 
miſeries ; he could not fancy that he ſhould ſhortly ſee his Princeſs, withour bein 
tranſported with an acceſsot contentment, and he tormed an Idea of that happineſs 
in his imagination, which placed it above all thoſe that ever he had: enjoyed: What, 
ſaid he, ſhall I ſee my Princeſs once again? Death hath netthen deprived me of her 
light for ever, nor Captivity rob'd me of that bleſſing, for the whole. remainder of 
my days; I ſhall behold her with theſe very eyes, which, the firſt time they ſaw her, 
found the glorious loſs of my repoſe, and of my liberty: I ſhall ſpeak to her with 
this very mouth, which hath ſo often made her the true proteſtations of my fidelity; 
and I ſhall hear that very voice which hath-many times prowpunced the ſentences of 
my life, and of my death. Ah ! my ſoul, wilt thou be able to refiſt thoſe violent mori- 
ons of thy jay, which multin probability put thee beſides thy ſelf? After theſe rap- 
rures of delight, followed ſome effe&s of his fear ; nor could be without trembling, 
remember her parting from him at Suſa, and the humour he had left her in at chat cru- 
el ſepararion ; his joy nevertheleſs got the berter of kis fear, and poſleſled him then ſo 
abſolutely, that ic hardly ſuffered him to beſtow one hour of the night in fleep.Perdic- 
cas paſled it not in ſuch pleaſant thoughts as his, and he was ſo d with the cares 
of love, and with thoſe of the war, that he had hardly a minute free from the perſe- 
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cations of the one or of the other. Yet did he give orders for the defence of the town 
with a great deal of underftanding, and as much in love as he was, he forgot but few 
of the duties of a very expert General, and of a man whom his palhon could not make 

to neglect any thing. ; : ; 
He was tormented nevertheleſs with an anxiety cauſed by the ill ſucceſs of his 
Aflairs, and as he had been afflicted at the loſs of the laſt battle, and at the defeat of 
Nabarzanes, he alſo knew with an extraordinary diſcontent, the danger of the taking 
of Babylon, and of the utter ruine of his party, which did moſt viſibly threaten hi; 
he was weakened by the fofs of part of his men; he was bur ill aflured of the! affe&tions 
of the reſt, and in every thing he found occations of tear which he thought too impor- 
tant to belighted. That was it that made him ſo hot in the proſecution of -his delign 
upon Caſsandre, when in likelihood it ſhould have been interrupted by cares of ſo 
great conſequence ; but this haſt was grounded upon ſome reaſon, and his fear of be- 
ing quickly reduced to ſome capitulation, or to ſome diſadvantageous- Treaty, made 
him preſs the Queen ſo mnch as he had done, and as he did more eagerly afterward, 
to engage hr while ſhe was in his power, fo that after the change of his affairs , his 
Rivals might no more pretend to any thing with her ; knowing that if he laid not hold 
of his advantages while ſhe-was in his hands, he was never to hope for any thing af- 
ter. If he paſſed the nightjt! ſuch troubleſome diſquiers, Seleucus was little better 
at reſt with his, and the dy appeared before he had tully taken his reſolution. Araxes 
being comte at that time to receive his Commands, renewed his diſcontents, butnor 
being willing to detain him longer, and having drawn himalide,ſo that no body could 
over-hear him : Araxes, ſaid he, you may return to the Camp when you pleaſe, af- 
rer having ſucceeded fo ill with'my faithfull Companions, in what concerns mine own 
intereſts, I will not undertake to ſpeak of yours, and I have conſidered: that your Ma- 
ſter's Enemies fear your fidelity too much to ſuffer you to be near him. I would re- 
turn along with you, and would hot abuſethe-favour T have received from my gene- 
rous Friends, if I did not know that I ſhall be more uſefull to them here than in their 
Camp. In brief, Araxes, I amwefolved.todo that by the way of arms , which I have 
not been able tocompaſs by my perſwalions, and I'le recoyer your Maſter's liberty, 
as I undertook to do, or'elfe I'leperiſh in that delign ; give Prince. Artaxerxes and 
his Friends this aſfurance from me,and becauſe I have reaſon to diſtruſt my forceshere, 
which are not great enous}} to oppoſe thofe of our Enemies , telf them. that when I 
ſhall have need of their a mance, Ile ſet up red flags upon the walls, afſoon as they ſee 
them appear, they may fall on at the gate which is oppoſite. to Craterus his approach, 
and Ile facilitate their entrance with my utmolt power ; but it ſhall be in the open 
day, by open force, and by wayes which ingratefull Perdiccas ſhall nor be able to ac- 
cuſe of treachery. After he had given him this inſtrution, he ſent him away, and ap- 
pointed Officers to accompany him to the Gate, who cauſed it to be opened by their 
Authority. Araxes went out of Babylon with a = deal of diſcontent , but he com- 

forted himſelf by the hopes Seleycus had given him, that he would attempt ſomthin 

for his Maſter's liberty; his paſſage out was the freer by reaſon of the Truce whig 
continued for that day, whiak Perdiccas made to be employed in burying thoſe that 
were lain at the taking of Nabarzanes ; he had takenno e at 'the puniſhment of 
that Parricide,'though he was very ſorry for the defeat of his men, and neither he nor 
Roxana were ignorant, that they had put that Monlter to deathznot as their Friend, but 
as the Murtherer of Darius. That morning,afloon as Queen Statira was ready , Al- 
cetas came into her Chamber, to tell her that Oroondates was coming to ſee her as ſhe 
had deſired, but then he pray'd her from Perdiccas, that ſhe would uſe that vilit accor- 
ding to his intention, and not make it fatal to Prince Oroondates. The Queen was 
ſo plealingly ſurprized to hear that News, that ſhe never ſo much as thought of an- 
{wering Alcetas, neither indeed could ſhe make him any Anſwer, which according to 
her thonght was not diſobliging to his brother : But as ſoon as he was gone out , ſhe 
diſcovered her contentment, which in his preſence ſhe had diflembled as well as 
poſſibly ſhe was able; ſhe went into the Chamber of the Princeſs her Siſter, to commu- 
nicate it to her,and after that ſhe had ceſtified the part ſhe bore init,and how glad ſhe 
| would 
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would be her ſelf to ſee that Prince again ſo dear to all their Family,they returned to- 
erher into her Chamber to receive that welcome viſit : In che mean while the ſame 
iſcourſe had been uſed from Roxana to Orooridates;and that Prince,having received 
it with raptures of joy, which made him forget part of his reſentment againlt her , no 
ſooner heard that the Queen was ready for his coming , bur he went out of his Cham- 
ber, and out of the Pallace, followed by thoſe to whom the charge of guarding him 
had been committed ; yet did he go with an unperfeR ſatisfaron,nor could be with- 
out fear remember the cruel command ſhe had laid upon him at Suſa , when ſhe had 
baniſhed him from er prefence for ever ; nevertheleſs when he had refle&ted upon ir, 
he found ſome cauſe of better confidence , remembring that ſhe had only forbidden 
him to preſent himſelf before her, rill ſhe was in a condition to receive himz and at 
that time he believed the change of her eſtate by the death of her Husband,gave him 
a diſpenſation againſt all the Rutes that could diflivade him from it ; without this con- 
fideration he was too religious an obſerver of her commands , to put himſelfin danger 
roinfringerhem, though he might have found ſome encouragetnent ts takea little li- 
berty,by the diſcourte Cleone had made him of the Queens thoughts,and of the pains 
"4 ſhe had taken to vilit him her ſelf when be lay wounded at Polomon's Houſe. The 
people in tlie (treets, as he paſſed by,looked all upon him with admiration,and mausre 
the ;malice of his Enemies, the Fame of his Vertue was ſufficiently ſpread abroad to 
make all the World reſpe/t and reverence his Perſon;he went to the Queens Lodging 
in a Chariot that was appointed for him,and when he was cone thither he made haſte 
up the (tairs,and walked toward her Chamber with a countenance in which one mighr 
eaiily read part of his thoughts ; his Guard accompanied him thither , and ſome of 
them ſtayed within the door by order from Roxana, to be. preſent at their Aftions. As 
ſoon as the Queen heard the noiſe, and was advertized of his being come, ſhe would 
Wave riſen from her Chair togo and meet himybur her eget forlook her in that oc- 
calion , and ſhe was ſeized in ſuch manner, that withque the help of the Princeſs her 
Siſter ſhe would ſcarce have had the power to ſtir;ſhe had already gone three or four 
ſteps when ſhe ſaw him appear at the entrance into the Chamber,and at the ſame time 
Oroondates having caſt his eyes upon her was ſo powerfully touch'd with that ight , 
that he could hardly get forward to preſent himſelf at her feer. Perdiccas havi 
been deſirous to uſe the Queen according to the greatneſs of her quality , to di ey. 
her miſery by outward ſhews, had taken care to have her Chamber huns with b ack, 
and all her furniture made ſuitable to the condition ſhe was in ſince the Kin 's death * 
| The Queens Habit alſo whas black;trailing negligently upon the ground, and her head 
| had been adorned with more curiolity,if her oonland eſtate would have let her take the 
care to dreſs it ; yet,asnegligent as it was, it took off nothing from her admirable 
Beauty, and her eyes,through that mournfull colour,darted a fire at the Prince, which 
was bright enough to diſpel the thickeſt darkneſs. O Gods! what were the firſt mo- 
tions of his heart{and how will my pen be able to expreſs them ! here it is indeed that 
I diſtruſt its forces , and that I muſt content my ſelf to let imagination ſupply what 1 
ſhould nor know howto repreſent. Once in his life before had that poor Prince ap- 
ar'din her [1ght with the like inward diſturbance, but iu this laſt encounter he ſeem's 
to have loſt part of his courage, and all the reſolution, wherewith he had Rirengthned 
himſelf,gave place to thoughts of tenderneſs, which ar that ſight had totally &d 
his ſoul ; yet did he advance towards the c-_ for all he was ſo beſides himſelf , and 
was no ſooner near her, but caſting himſelt at her feet, he embraced her knees with 
ſo paſſionate an action as made a deep x 2150 inall that beheld him. The Queen 
mitred ir longer than ſhe would have done, if. ſhe had not been in a trouble that 
indred her from ordering her ations with a & knowledge and liberty : But all 
ſhe was able to doin a ſurprize,fromwhich all her preparations had notdefended her, 
= to bow down her head, and ſtretch forth her arms with ſo preſſing a fign of her 
aftection,that thoſe that obſerved it, might very well judge, the fear of diſpleaſing Per- 
diccas had not power enough over her to make her difſemble it. After ſhe ha pre(- 
ſed him a while between her arms, ſhe raiſed up her head,and letting the Company ſee 
a face all bathed in tears, ſhe put forth her hand to lift him up » and while the _—_— 
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fixt his Jips,upon it with a tranſported ardency. Riſe, riſe, my Prince, ſaid ſhe.,. and 
pardon the trouble of my foul , tor having left you ſolong in this unfitring poſture. 
Oroondates,who could not diſobey her , roſeup, and was no ſooner upon his feet, but 
the Princeſs Pariſatis, as ſevere} and as circumſpeR as ſhe was, came to embrace him 
with' as much affeftion as if he had been Artaxerxes. Oroondates received her kind- 
nefles with much reſpe&t, and when they gave him leave toreturn tothe Queenzhe 
would have thrown himſelf at her feet” again if ſhe had nct forbiddenir, and cotn- 
manded him to'fit down by her, upon a Chair that ſtood near her bed-{ide. The Prin- 
ces a$itation of mind had ſeized him in ſuch manner, that the Queen was fain to break 
filence firſt , and beholding him in his extafie with motions full of affection : Am I then 
permitted to ſee you again, ſaid ſhe ? And has the cruelry of mine Enemies yielded to 
the only favour I have asked them? . I had not hoped for this only ſatisfattion I was 
capable to receive , aud was diſpoling my ſelf to dye without expetting this ſweet 
conſolation in my misfortunes. The Queen ſpake to him in theſe tearms, teſtifying 
by her looks how dear his fight was to her; and the Prince,who recovered courage by 
her diſcourſe, and who had had alittle time to recolle& himſelf, replyed : Madam , 1 
had not thought this bleſſing had befallen me by your means, and I had prepared my 
ſelf for it with fear of diſplealing you,remembring how carefully you had ſhunned'the 
occalions of it while you had the liberty to grant it me, while I was in the ſame houſe 
with youz.and while the report of your death had brought me ſonear unto my Grave : 
At that time,indeed(if I may be permitted to uſe ſome reproach againſt my Soveraign) 
you might with more facility than now, Madam, have drawn me out of the deplorable 
condition I then was in ; I was dying for the rumour of your death, and you were alive 
cloſe by me; t6 ſee me dye without ſhewing any mark of compaſſion for my death s 
my preſence was then ſo odious to you, that you prefer'd a cruel captivity amongſt 
your molt cruel Enemies before it, in a ſeaſon when you had ſo much need of the ſer- 
vices of all that honour you, and my life was ſolittle dear to you, that you woutd not 
ſecure it by a bare knowledge of yours. The Prince would have enlarged himſelf fur- 
ther in thefe complaints, if the Queen had nor thus interrupted him. They that made 
you'this Relation, if they did ſaithtully recount my life, and. if they be of thoſe to 
whom my thoughts were known, may have told you the Reaſors I had touſe a cruel 
violence upon my inclinations, to keep my, ſelf within the limits of my duty ; Your 
ſight was very dear to me,your afſiftance would have been moſt welcome,and what you 
ſuffered for me, found as great a ſenlibility in my heartas ever you could have delired 
from it ; but I owed ſo much tothe memory of ſo great a Husband, who was dead but 
| twodayes before, that any other remembrance ſave his would have been criminal 
- in me; and withgy deſtroying my reputation, and making my ſelf unworthy of your 
* eſteem, 1 could not caſt my ſelf into the arms of a man that had lov'd me, and that 
& lov'dmeſtill, when the King my Husband had not fo much as received the honours of 
- enterment. It would be harder for me to juſtifie my ſelf to another than to you,my dear 
Oragndates, in waom vertuous thoughts do ealily make impreſſion, and uſually weigh 
wn le againſt your intereſts. No,I could not ſee you without doirig my ſelf an 
"injury, and yet I vilited you, I ſought you to your very bed , and to give my ſelf that 
ſatisſa&iongl pur my honor in the greateſt hazard that ever I had done in all my life. 
How great repentance ſoever that a&tion was like in probability to have drawn after 
Jt» I paſſed over all manner of conliderations, to follow the incitements of my affeRion, 
and I was already diſpoſed to let you ſee me, and to diſcover my ſelf to you, when the 
violence of my enemies pull'd me away from you, and deprived me of the means of 
effeting my reſohntion; If it were by Cleone (as I believe it was) that you have been 
inſtructed in my life, you heard from her in what manner I bore that ſeparation, what 
your remembrance has made me ſuffer ſince,and what tears and lamentation I beſtow- 
ed on the memory of what I owed you. 

The Queen pronouuced theſe words in ſo tender and ſo paſſionate a way , that rlye 
Prince repented he had ſo reproached her, and being deſirous to expreſs his ſorrow 
for it. I ask you pardon, Madam, ſaid he, forthe complaints which were drawn from 
my mouth by an unjuſt reſentment : You are incapable of erring, and *twas not by re- 

proaches 
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proaches 1 ſhould have begua to dear and fo dejired a converſation. Theſe marks 
of your $oodnels,41C a full reparation for all that I have luftered hicherto ; and though 
with the years I ave fpeat in ſerving yo!, I ſhould have given a thouſand ſuch lives 
4< nine, I ſhould be too glorioufly recompenced by your remembrance. Since happy 
Oroandates {( cgativued ue, ktflng one of her fair hands ) h as rot lolt the place ne 
terecofore tad in your iczrt , Be has norealon to bewail lus fortune ; your will ſhall 
ever make the better parc of if, and that which depends upon the Gods , and ypou tie 
chance of war, ist00 incontiderable to oppole that which I hold trom gy Princet- 
500dnels. Bit, Madamzam not | obliged by thts knowledge I have of it, to render yo! 
lome account of tie Periecurions 1 fufter from our cruel Enemy 2 Would it had piea- 
ſed the Gods, (puxſued he with a {igh ) that I had Cone fo 1n time paſt, then perhaps 
by a ſnall fault againſt diicrevaon , I migat have avoyded- theſe tedious miteries that 
ave made me ſhed fo maily cars, - Roxana torments me, it I may ſay ſo with mode- 
ts - Roxana would have melove her , Roxana. would have me ceaſe loving you , nor 
had ſhe ſuffered. me to fee yor,' bur io have me tell you, that I oucht only to be aers, 
and that I never can yo yoars And Perdiccas,replied the Queen, wonld not have con- 
feared to this eaterview,l:t tat lie delired my mouth ſhow let you know that I wil! 
never be buthis, ai. £atyo.: quent tolote all the hopes, you have in tay atfection. 
And do you believe, (aid the Prince, that I canobey Roxana?, Qr do you tlunk, adced 
the Queen, that I oughe to do witat Perdiccas would have me ? What you ought to do 
5 ſo pertectly kno; 30 you, replied the Prince, that I will never take the lterty to 
counſel-you z this I at. fare ot, that it I had a thouſand hves tolole, I would give them 
2p all to the rage,oi ir y CUCAUES, rather t2an beltow a moment ot them upo otter 
thoughts than thbie of living and &ying tor you : But I dare not demand a like proo! 
of your affeioi, as well becauſe I tave not deſerved it, as becauſe,if we onght to fear 
our enemies threats, if would be fatal ro you : Peradventure I ſhall never obtain from 
the care I'tave of your ſatety, ſo much forgertulneſs of mine own, as x0 adviſe you to 
love Perdiccas, lince lie is unworthy of yaur affection 4; in regard :9th of the defects 
of his perſon;aud of the injuries. he has doue you;but neither can I periwade you tolove 
this miſerable majty lince by Roxana's threats, your delzuction is tied ca the affection 
you ſhall expreſs to him, Tizon 2h I tad death betoxe my eyes, aniwered the Queen,ir 
could not divert me from the relolution I have taken, to render while I live, all chac] 

owe bot'1 to the perſon of Oroondates, and to the memory of Alexander. For allI am 
a woumat), ' ſhall (car it no more than you , whea I thereby can-aflure you, better than 
by ilie complacencies yoa have delired, thatI am not jngratetu for the long , and for 
the callant proofs of your love ; and it to preſerve what I haid g thouſand times more 
dear than my lite, I need butexpole it once again to Roxana's cxuelyy, Ile doir with 
a reſolution, wh'ici perhaps ſhafl maxe appear that my 4iendſhhp is not interior to 
vorirs ; but n&{4 iv will T oppole the delire you have to keep yaur felf wholly mine , 
and ince 07 © perſeverance I will ſhew in favour of you, 1 raw upoi you Perdiccas 
bis indignation Lnever will wiſh you ſhould divert the effefts: of, ir , by your intide- 
lity. I ihorc, dear Qroondates , I acknowledge my imperieQion , and confeſs I- love 
you nut with ſo, tmconcern'd an aftection, as to look upon, you with more contentment 
in the arms of Raxana , than in the arms of death; I wiſh the fame eye ſhall behold 

Ordoniares dead, and Oroondates inconltart,and 1 conſent in hng, either that he live 
for 107 Þ'1t me, pr that he ceaſe to live by my example. Ah! Madam, ſaid the Priace, 

reaoſporr:d with joy, what cant I have done ipyny whole lite, that is not far below fo 

hish a recompence? Yes, my Queen,l will dye to keep my felt mtirely yours, ,avd that 

conſent tizat you aiye to fo glorious adeath , is dearer to me than all the favours you 

ever 53rante.” m2; You ſhall ſee me dead, tor ceriajn, a great deal ſooner than incon- 

(tant ; aid 1 cannot chuſe but wituycely commend & refolucion fo.advantageous to.we, 

although I have moreweaknels toward you, No, my admired Qzicen , I ſhowld, not 

have the courace tolee you diezto avoid the tyranny of Perdiccas tor my comniderdtion, 

but T wo::1d willingly dye my felt that I might never ſee you jathe arms of Petdiccas : 

'tis by that remedy 1 ought to prevent my lait misfortune, rather than by che hazard of 

a life, waich a thoaſaad ſuch as mine canuot conmtervail » That Law is not equal be- 
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tween us, nor is my paſſion leſs violent , for not being able to deſire that of you , 
which no manner of right can make me lawfully demand. The Prince and the fair 
Queen were giving each other theſe confirmations of their love, when the Princeſs 
Pariſatis, who was preſent at their converſation, mingled her ſelf in that entertain- 
ment, to ask the Prince ſome account of the laſt aftions of his life, and of the paſlages 
that had happened between him and the Prince her Brother. Oroondates obeyed her 
in a few words, and by the diſcourſe he made to the Queen of his cruel jealouſie,of 
the ſtrange effeQs it had produced in him , and of the bloody combats he had fought 
with Arſaces, he caſt her many times into an aſtoniſhment, which ſhe knew not how 
to expreſs,” but by the alteration of her countenance. She often accuſed the Prince in 
his Diſcourſe, for the opinion he had had of her , but when ſhe remembred the apea- 
rances upon which his jealouſie was grounded , ſhe was conſtrained to pardon him , 
and to recejve all the violent reſolutions he had taken againſt her Brother,for the grea- 
teſt teſtimonies of his love. The Princeſſes had been in a great agitation of mind during 
that recital, but they were quieted by the end of it, and could not hear how thoſe two 
friends came to know one another again, without receiving a marvellous conſolation. 
Then they deſired to learn what they knew not of their Brother's adventures, and the 
Prince was beginning to recount a little more at large what Arſaces had told the 
Queen his Siſter;but t brief, when Roxana and Perdiccas,not being able to ſuffer that 
their converſation ſhould continue longer,ſent order to Oroondates his guard to bring 
him back. At that cruel command , he ſighed twice or thrice , and looking upon the 
Queen, with an ation of grief and anger mixt together : We muſt obey our Maſters, 
ſaid he, O Gods how hard is this condition ! I part from you, Madam, but *tis with a 
firm reſolution to carry away nothing but my body,and to leave my mind tied to you, 
with ſuch bonds as all the malice of our enemies will not be able to break. Go , O- 
roondates,ſaid the Queen, and be molt certain that all the violences of Perdiccas and 
Roxanazſhall not divert meſo much as for a moment , from the determination I have 
ſettled,ngver to be any bodies if I cannot be yours. Theſe words were heard by all that 
were in the Room, and told within a while after to Roxana and Perdiccas , but the 
Prince had not time to give reply ; and his ſevere guard, making him go out of the 
Queens Chamber, and out of the Houſe, puthim again into the Chariot to carry him 
back to his Priſon, 

In the mean while,jealous Caſſander,after having rouled a thouſand furious reſolu- 
tions in his head, had fixt upon the laſt which he had taken,to kill him that was the ob- 
ſtacle of his happineſs : and though he well enough knew him to be innocent of all 
his ſufferings, and that he contributed nothing willingly to Roxana's averlzon agaihſt 
him, his blinded paſſion ſtifled all the motions that conlideration might have ro 
him , and he fanſied ſuch helps to his pretenſions by the death of his Rival, and ſuch 
{weetneſles in his revenge,as got an abſolute _ in his heart, over all that honour 
and vertue could repreſent; yet did he ſee ſome difhculties in his delign,and the Prince 
of Scythia was at once both guarded and defended , by men whom Roxana had placed 
about him for his cuſtody, and for his preſervation : *twas in the Palace where he was 
kept, where in probability all the Queens houſhold would take arms for the intereſts 
of their Miſtreſs , and without coming to a ggeat combat , the advantage whereof 
could not in likelihood be his , he knew not how he ſhould be able to execute his de- 
ſign, He was beating his brains to find out the means that were leaſt dangerous , when 
he heard that the Prince was gone to Queen Statira,and that all his guard being com- 
manded along with him, there remain'd no body in his lodging, but ſome few Ofhcers 
who were appointed for his ſervice, not for his defence, and who likewiſe might per- 
haps beignorant of the Order the Queen had given to forbid his entrance. He thought 
he could not light upon a more favourable opportunity, to get into his enemies cham- 
ber without difficulty, and though, to have argued the matter calmly,he might have 
found ſomedanger in it,he, in the condition to which his paſſion had reduced him,was 


roo litttle in love with his life,to ſeek for all the cautions which might ſecure it in that , 


ation. He only took ſeven or eight of thoſe men, in whom he had moſt confidence, 
and with out any greater tram,went to Oroondates Quarter ; going up the back ſtairs 
he 
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he found the doors of it open, and they that were there, had not the boldneſs to oppofe 
a man of ſo great authority as Caflancer. He retired with his men into an inner room 
that was at the further end of the lodging, and there he reſolved to expe the Princes 
return, well knowing that his Guard came rot into his chamber without neceſſity, and 
that commonly they waited in the Hall next to it, He had ſaid 'but a lirtle while in 
fears which the greatneſs of his enterprize brought into his mind,when the Prince re- 
turned ; his Guard, according to their cuitome, only conducted him into his Chamber, 
and having ſhut the door left him alone. |  ; 
His ill fortune ſeemed willing to give Caſlander a greater conveniency to effec his 
purpoſe,for the Prince, not ſtaying in his Chamber, went on into the inner Room, 
which was far more pleaſant by having the proſpet&t of the Garden. No ſooner was 
he entred, but Caſlander, in ſpite of all the tears that aflaulted him, drew his ſword; 
and they that were with him making good the door to hinder his going out, he came 
toward him with an a&tion that ſvthciently witnefled his intent. That objeR did a 
little ſurprize Oroondates, but he was not danted at ir, and the greatneſs of his cou- 
rage making him look upon that danger with the ſame contempt he had ſhewed in ſo 
many others, ſuffered him not ſo much as to teſtifie by an alteration of his countenance 
that he was terrified at it, only darting a furious look upon Caſlander : Coward , ſaid 
he, darelt thou attempt the death of Oroondates ? Theſe wotds, pronounced with-an 
imperuouſneſs like that of thunder,produc'd a like effe&t,and the Majeſty of the Prince 
thatutter'd them,appear'd in ſo ſublime a degree;that the afrightedCaflander thought 
he ſaw fire in his eyes, and marks of Divinity in his face. And indeed, he was ſo 
much diſmay'd, that his arm which he lifted up, ſunk down without effe& , and-he 
{tood with his heart frozen by a thouſand terrours, in the poſture of a man. that kndws 
not where he 1s; All his followers held their hands by his example , -and if he had 
not been ſo well accompanied, Oroondates might have made uſe of the confuſion he 
was in, to ſeize upon his ſword, and to make the effects of his eruel intention fall u 
on himſelf ; but whither it were that he knew the impoſſibility of ſaving himſelf with- 
out Arms amongſt a great many men, the points of whoſe ſwords were tlrned a- 
6ainſt his breaſt, or that he diſdain'd a life accompanied with ſo many misfortunes, he- 
never went about to attempt any thing for his ſafety ; but only looking upon Caſlan- 
der with as reſolute a countenance as if he had been out of. danger : Why doſt thou 
delay, ſaid he, to diſpatch an Enemy whom his deſtiny delivers.-up to thee without re- 
liftance? Lay hold of this brave occalion to triumph over his life , and though he ne- 
ver had a thought to diſpute the poſſeſſion of Roxana with thee, endeavour to acquire 
it by the death of a Prince whom ſhe prefers before thee, and by the death of a Prince 
to whom thou canſt not giveit but by theſe wayes : Why doſt thou- tremble? See, 
I am alone, and withour Arms, and remember that 'tis only in this condition thou da-' 
reſt come near an Enemy, who, while he had his liberty, fttuck thee pale even within 
thy walls. In the time while Oroondates ſpake theſe words, Caflander had had the 
leiſure toſettle ſome part of his amazement, and conſiderins the truth of what the 
Prince told him, inſtead of being touch'd by the greatneſs of his courage, he* was con- 
firm'd in his reſolution, and in the belief that he ſhould not do well to ſet ſlip an op- 
portunity, which perchance he never might recover while he lived ; he quickly made 
1t appear, and looking upon the Prince with more boldneſs than before : It is not fear, 
ſaid he, thathas hindred-me from effeRing my- defign, -but the repugnance I have 
againſt this Aion, and if it had been polſible for me to acquire Roxana; without thy 
death,I would have left thee a life which I am forced to ſacrifice to myreſentments , 
and to my repoſe : With theſe words he ſtept forward again to the Prince,fromwhom 
he had retired a little, and railing the point of his ſword, he was preparing himſelf to 
thruſt it into his breaſt, when after a confuſed noiſe which he heard in the Chamber, 
he ſaw Roxana enter into that: Room, crying, Hold,hold thy hand cruel man : - Theſe 
words, and the ſight of the Queen, for whom, as furious as he was, his paſſion gave 
him both fear and reſpe, made him fall into-ſuch a:confulion , that he-no longer-had' 
either ſtrength, or underſtanding, and. Roxana throwing her ſelf at the ſame time be" 


fore Oroondates,made him ſee that he had no other way but through her body to find" 
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a patlage to that of his Enemy, Caſlander knew himſelf chen to be traſtrated of his 
hopeszand tecing har the g'1ard came rung in at the Queens cries, and chatit more 
of.cazem ſhowle follow, his life might be in the ſame danger unto which he had pur his 
Enemies,1e got out of the Room, and though the Queen call'd out to have him itai'd, 
he made his paſlage with his men, . who with their {words in their hands vndeavo ired 
to: facilitate his eſcape, and they that could have lundred it were afraid of his Authori- 
ty, andihad nar incereit enongl in Nis taking, nor vi huts death, to purchaſe eitzer wich 
the peril of their lives. As 1001 as he was gotten forth wit! his men, and that Roxa- 
na had recovered thefright ſhe had been in,ſhegave order for the doubling of Oroon- 
dares his Guard, and then gains rowards him': , Well now ingracefull man, ſaid ſhe, 
will you put this obligation in the Rank of thoſe offences wherewtti you reproach me 
every day? And are you not oNCe More indebted to m2 tor this lite,which you unjuitly 
deitine ro my Enemy ? Have I not ſaved it with the hazard of mine own ? And did I 
nor preſent my brec.it agaiſt Caflander's ſword, to-divert the ſtroke from yours ? Did 
yo'1 ever receive {o good offices trom my Rival?and can you compare a few tair words, 
wherewiti the may nave flattered youzto proots of love of fo high a natvre ? I confeſs, 
anſwered che Prizcegtina: ic my lite were dear to me,I ſhould have a conliderable obli- 
gation to Yo.» vut bet whatit will , Iam noc to little lenijvle of the care you have 
take! for its deien'e, but that I would hazard it witaout repugnance tor tie preſerva- 
tion of yours. 1 dere ocher effects of your acknowledgement, repl;ed Roxana, than 
thoſe chat are ordinary to your generolity, and I delire you ſhould do tias through 
Love, which you would.ca through the meer incitemear of your Vertne. . Your de- 
fires are (Þ littk reaſonable, taid the Prince, and the per or nance of themis {o lictle 
in my power ,..nay, and even ſolittle in my will, that I ſhall never be in 4 CapACity to 
fatizhe'y0v;, :No,-unthanktull man, added Roxana , thou wilt not long be in capacity 
to ſatisfie me, for when I ſhall have given thee up to the rage of tity Ecemies « if thou 
cav{t content mein any particular., 'twill only- bein my revenge ; perhaps I may ſee 
thee reduced ro the necethity.of iwploring this goodneſs wh:cn thou naworthily abu- 
ſet ; and if thou art obdurate. enough to behold thy own death without. grief, or 
without repentance , perchance thou wilt be ſenlible of that of this Rival, tor whom 
thou diſdaineſtme'with ſo much obſtinacy and impri:dence; 'tis by the favour I have 
ſhewed rnee that thou art hardned i thy cruelry , and tlzou haſt made no other uſe of 
the permithon Tgave thee to ſee mine Enemy, but to contirm thy ſelf with her in thy 
ingrateful refolutions ; but know that ſhe ſhall have lictle joy in thy undiſcreer per- 
{everance,and.that thou maieſt aflure thy ſelt thou to day hait had che lait (ig of ker, 
noc ſhall ſhe live'to receive another vilit, As ſhe ended theſe. words ſhe went away 
from Or6ondates, and left him fo terrified with that threat, rhat his heart, which in all 
the greate(t dangers had ſeemed incapable of fear, could find nothing ta.lits corrave 
wherewith he might ſecure. himſelf againſt his mortal appreheniions. Roxana was 
No fo0er gone out of iis Lodging, but as ſhe was patſing to her own, ſhe me: Perdic- 
cas, and preſently in [is face ſhe eſpied all the marks ot an anger as great. as hers ; to 
ſaythe truth, their humoars were then alike, as well as their cond:tions, and 'Perdiccas 
haying been to vilitQueea Statira afcer Orvondates his departure out of her Chamber, 
had found her, fo potencly confirm'd in the reſolntion of not. loyins him, and of never 
enduring him.while ſhe liv'd,that after having lawn our before her into thermo vio- 
lent threatamgs he could invent, he had given himſ-lt over m che end to his[at-deter- 
mination. Roxana was opening her mourh- to tell him her cruel intention , when he 
preventing her, ſaid : Madam, I ask your pardon for the pleaſure I am compell'd 
to do you ; higlierto I, contrary. tomine own intereits , have kept my ſelf-within the 
tearms of a complacency that has been fatal toxrhem ; but -nbw:Lam con{train to ler 
you know that for tte good of our Party , and for the quiet'oft my ſoul, Oroondates 
mult of neceſſity loſe lus life. Roxana had hardly patience. to hear theſelatt words , 
buy.breaking forth with a loder voice than ordinary ; Oraondates ſhall-live:, ſaid 
ſhe, as ingrateful as he is,but Statira ſhall dye'before this day-be at an end -anc all the 
merctes I haye had toward her-for your contideration, are extingniſhed now” in; vour 
tagratitude,and3n my deſpairs Statira ſhall not dye, replied Perdtccas, though Oroon- 
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ondates muſt,and though by her diſdains ſhe hath made her ſelf unworthy of my pro- 
tection, Ile defend her with my utmoſt power, to the lateſt moment of my life. And 
Te proſecute her ſo vigorouſly with all mine,added Roxana,and will ſo ftrongly oppoſe 
the deſign you have againſt Oroondates, that Ie make even you your ſelt to periſh 
in one of your reſolutions, pL 
The wrath wherewith they both were tranſported, hindred them then from SOINS 
on with their diſcourſe, and afterthey for ſome time had looked upon one another 
without ſpeaking, they were about to go put their deſigns in execution , when Alcetas 
and Neoptolemus came in to them ; and having comprehended their intention by 
their laſt words, and by their ation, they reſolved to divert the violent effefts thar 
cruel divilion might produce in their party : They repreſented to them, that they had 
enemies enough at their gates, and even within their walls, wichout diſuniting them«. 
ſelves in that manner, and without giving ſuch an advantage to thoſe that were ar- 
med, and fighting for their deſtru&tion,as they could not hope for from all their forces. 
Neither Roxana nor Perdiccas could be brought to moderate their indignation , for 
all thoſe reaſons, and all their friends could obtain, was that they would retard the 
effects of it, till they ſaw the iſſue of a final proof which they intended to make, and 
which they agreed upon together betore they parted. All theſe deftrations which 
Love ſtirred up in Babylon, hindred not the Commanders that were leſs paſſionate » 
nor even thoſe whom paſſion tormented, from thinking of the defence of the City : 
All Orders were —_ obſerved, all Guards exa&tly kept, and yet the belieged reſted 
more ſecurely than before, upon a belief they had, that their enemies would not be in * 
a condition,of many dayes,to make a ſecond atrempt ; and that they needed time to 
repair their Engines, ard to ſeek inventions to aflault them by other means, than thoſe 
that had ſo ill ſacceeded. Seleucus and Nearchus medled not with any thing, : nor 
ſtirred out of their lodgings, but though their carriage might have begor ſuſpition in 
Roxana and Perdiccas, they were ſtill in hope nevertheleſs ro pacifie them ; and in re- 
ard of the need they had of their affiftance, as wellas of the conlideration they had of 
their perſons, they deferred coming/to extremities ”_=_ them , or forcing them ro 
declare themſelves,or go out of the Town,as they ought to have done for their Sreater 


ſecurity; and as without queſtion they would, if their paſſion had not tooftrongly pre- 


poſſeſſed them. | | ay 
The reſt of that day being paſſed, Prince Oroondates the next morning ſaw ſome 


of his Guard come into his Chamber , who drawing near him, without diſcovering 
their intention, ſeized ſuddenly upon him, and bound his hands ; if he had foreſeen: 
their purpoſe, he would undoubtedly-have oppoſed it, but when he ſaw that he no 
longer was in a condition todo ſo ; Have you-order,faid he,to uſe me on this manner? 
Yes Sir, anſwered they, and to carry you to Queen Statira in this poſture. In what 
poſture ſoever I am, replyed the Prince, Ile follow you thither without repugnance, 
nor need yo! to uſe bonds, or any violence, to lead me to a place fron which my ſoul 
is never abſent. The Captain of the Guard returned no Anſwer, becauſe he had not 
Order, only making him go down the little ſtairs, he brought him to the Chariotzinto 
which he got up with him, as alſo a good many of his men,cauling the {ides of it to be 
let down, that the people mig}:t not ſee him as he went, The Prince during all. the 
way, was not able to ſettle the fear he was in for his Princeſs, being ſtruck with a mor- 
tal apprehenſion of ſomething fatal to her in that laſt enterview : he was conducted 
to her Chamber, as he had been at his former vilit ; but he had hardly ſet his foot. 
within it, whea he ſaw Roxana and Perdiccas come in at.other doors , attended: by fo 
great a Guard as almoſt hill'd the Room. Caflandra looked upon her enemies with very 
lietle diſturbance, and though the light of Roxana, afrer what ſhe had attempted. and 
executed againlt her, was enough to have touch'd her, yet did ſhe behold her. accom- 

panied as ſhe was, without any trouble that could be taken notice of ; butallpon as ſhe- 
calt her eyes upon Oroondates, and that ſhe ſaw him bound , and led as a facrifice to 

the Altar, ſhe could not obtain ſo much aſſiſtance from her conltancy 3 es ſhe would 

have delired in ſuch an encounter :-and though they had reſolved to. uſe her that day 

as they meant to do him, yet had they had ſo much conſideration of her ſex, and of bes 
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quality, that they had not bound her tender hands, neither did they fear that oppoſi- 
tion from them, which they dreaded from Oroondartes, if his had been at liberty. She 
went to meet him infinitely tranſported, and not caring to conſtrain her ſelf for Ene- 
mies whom ſhe neither valued nor feared enough to difiemble her inclinations in their 
preſence. Ah ! my dear Prince, cried ſhe, what barbarous hearts can have uſed you ſo 
unworthily?and by what injuſtice can they bind thoſe hands, that were deſtined to 
bear a Scepter, and thoſe hands that,with ſo much glory, have done ſo many gallant 
ations? Why do not theſe Tygers turn their rage againit me alone, {mce only Iam 
cauſe of the greateſt part of their diſcontent ? It Roxana loves you, how can ſhe con- 
ſentto this inhumanity> And if I be loved by Perdiccas, why will he afflit me with 
this killing ſpeacle ? Neither Perdiccas nor Roxana, anſwered the Prince , can make 
mydeftiny more glorious, than in making me to ſuffer theſe bonds for my love to you; 
thoſe noble bonds wherewith you keep my heart faſt tied for ever,make me deſpiſe all 
theirs ; and if they could have broken them, they would not have ſhewed this Empire 
over my body, which neither force nor gentleneſs have beenable to extend over my 
mind. The Queen was going to reply, ———_ who in their firit Diſcaurſe, 
found new occalion to exaſperate her anger, broke off their converſation ; and lookin 
upon Statira with a countenance whici her paſſion had enflamed : Madam, ſaid ſhe, 
will make no excuſes to you for what ispalt, nor will 1 ſeek out reafons to juſtifie my 
ſent a&ions; I'le only tell you, that tor all the double intereſt I have in your death, 
I have let you live to the prejudice of my repoſe, both to ſatisfie Perdiccas,and to fol- 
low the incitements of the compaſſion I have of you : but now that Oroondates by 
his ingratitude has driven me to the laſt extremities , and that by your obſtinacy to 
keep Fm, you your felf have laboured for your own deſtruftion, I am forced to let you 
know, that in the end you have armed all my reſentments againſt you , and that you 
have noother way of ſafety, but to. quit Oroondates to me, and to oblige him by all 
the conliderations he ought to have of your life, to obtain it of me by his repentance, 
and by the affeRion 1 delire from him. ., And1, added Perdiccas » addreſſing himſelf 
to Oroondates, declare to youy O Prince of Scythia, that you cannot eſcape x þ fury of 
a Rival, whom his ill fortune hath caſt into deſpair, but in yielding up the pretenſions 
you have to Caffandra, and in diſpoling ber your ſelf to requite my paſſion. The gal- 
lant Queen, and the P_ Prince of Scythia, were equally touched with their E- 
nemies words ; and if they feared their threats, they both teared them for the perſon 
beloved , and not for their own danger ; yer did there appear an equal ſcorn in 
both their faces, and Oroondates his ſex gaye him no advantage then above that ge- 
nerous Princeſs ; they both were opening their mouths, to expreſs their thoughrs at the 
{ame time; bur the Prince, who ſaw the Queen was about to ſpeak, kept lilence out of 
reſpeR, and yielded that liberty firſt to her. I did not doubt, ſaid ſhe to Roxana , but 
that afrer having been ſtained with crimes wherewith you have diſhonoured your Sex, 
and the rank you have held,and after having joyned in a confederacy againit the bloud 
of your Princes, and againſt the true friends of the King your Husband , with heir 
murtherers, and poyſoners, you would give your ſelf over to the extremeſt cruelties ; 
'tis a worthy end of your glorious beginning, and it were not fit you ſhould ſuffer her 
to colntinne longer in the world , whom you could never look upon without ſhame, 
nor without remorſe; but you have been much miſtaken, if you believed that by your 
menaces you could make me loſe whatTI hold a thouſand times more dear than all thac 
you can take away from me; your ſubtilties heretofore ſucceeded but too proſperoully, 
but your cruelties ſhall not now have the ſame effeR, and by your former aions, you 
have made my life too dear tome , to think I can be terrified by your threatning to 
deprive me of it. The Prince of Scythia, afloon as the Queen had ended theſe 
words, took his time to ſpeak, and looking upon Perdiccas with diſdain : Theſe wayes, 
ſaid he, whereby thou wouldit rob me of my Princeſs, are worthy of the qreamet; of 
thy courage,and without doubt,it had not been glorious for thee to diſpute here againſt 
a Rival, by thy bloud, and by thy ſervices ; thou wilt now acquire her far more nobly, 
and thou makeſt thy ſelf worthy of her, in Ratagſrek thy valour againſt a Prifo- 


ner, againft a man alone, and bound, yet a man who twice already has made thee flee, 
and 
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and to whom thou art twice indebted for thy life. Theſe words ſtung Petdiccas in 
ſuch manner, that he ſcarce had power to contain himſelf, but the reſolution he had 
taken to comply with Roxana yet a little longer, made him delay the effeQts of his in- 
dignation. They that know me, anſwered he, will never believe that I fled before a 
Barbarian,and I diſown thoſe good Ofhces for which thou would'it have me be indebt- 
ed to thee ; but this is not a place to decide that queſtion, and thou halt now no 
time bat to think of the propolition I have made thee : If Statira love thy life, ſhe 
muſt now reſolve uponit, either by thy advice, or of her own accord. And if Oroon- 
dates love Statira's, added Roxana, he has but a few moments to determine about the 
loſs, or the preſervation of it. At theſe cruel words, theſe illuſtrious, and unfortunate 
Lovers, ſaw themſelves reduced to mott miſerable terms, and all the conſtancy where- 
with they had fortified themſelves, was not able to defend them againſt roo juſt a ſor- 
row ; they both were abſolutely reſolved to die, and the love of their own lives was 
not capable to touch them, but neither cold conſenr to the loſs of what they loved; 
and the reſolution they were to take, not being able to ſettle it ſelf in their minds, 
withour great conteſtations, and great violence, kept them for a while both {ilent and 
unmovable ; yet did they make their eyesto ſpeak with looks that eloquently enough 
exprelled their thoughts ; but when they had remained a while in that condition, the 
Prince fixing his upon the Queens face, with a molt tender, and a molt paſſionate a&ti- 
on : My fair Queen, ſaid he, you, for the ſafety of your life, may follow thoſe wayes 
that diſpleaſe you leaſt, but I, for the preſervation of mine, will never ceaſe to love 
ou, 

, My dear Prince,anſwered the Qyeen, you ſhall live, if you can live without me, but 
I am firmly reſolved to die for you, and yetI do not delire you ſhould live for Roxana. 
No, my Princeſs, replied Oroondates, I will not live for her; and now you ſet my 
death in ſuch a degree of felicity, that the moſt happy life in the World could not be 
comparable to it : but if you think igunjuſt that I ſhould live for Roxana, I think it 
far more unjuſt you ſhould die for Orqondates, a thouſand lives, like his, are not of 
equal value to one moment of yours, and you by the loſs of it, would make him pur- 
chaſe the glory you give him at too dear a rate. .Yet do I not entreat you tolive for 
Perdiccas, he is unworthy of ſuch a Fortune, nor will I die for his advantage but it 
may ſo fall out, that the Gods may bleſs the remainder of your dayes with a more 
happy condition, and thar by the fuccour of the Prince your Brother, and that of our 
wb Friends, you may recover both your kberty, and part of your former Digni- 
ties. Detend her,Perdiccas,I conyure thee, purſued he, defend her againit Roxana's 
cruelty, thou haſt no other way byt that for the reparation of thy crimes ; by that thou . 
maiſt obtain the pardon of thoſe potent enemies that are at thy Gates, and 1 moſt 
freely forgive thee my death on that condition. Ah, cried the Queen, unjuſt Oroon- 
dates! why do yo. envy me the laſt of my contentments? and why will you oppoſe 
the only way that's lefr me to acquit my ſelf of part of what I owe you, and to put 
you out of the belief you had, that I lov'd you not enough? You have abandon'd 
Kindred, Empire, Fortune, and Life it ſelf for mealone ; you have expoſed all, you 
bave ſacrificed all for me,and through the whole courſe of my life,I,never till this day, 
was in a condition tolet you ſee how ſenlible I am of your love and ſervices; my ill 
fortune, and the calumnies of our enemies, thwarted the firſt acknowledgments I ow'd 
you ; thoſe you may have deſired from me lince, have been oppoſed by my duty, but 
now nothing hinders theſe lalt proofs I mean to give you of my affection, they are 
permitted me, both by honour, and by the memory of Alexander; and in ſhort, I no 
longer fear to make that known to you by my death, which in timespaſt, the ſtate of 
my condition forbad me to expreſs by favours. The _—_ perhaps would have ſaid 
more, if impatient Perdiccas had not interrupted herzjult when Roxanazas much tranſ- 
ported as he, was about to do theſame. What, Madam, ſaid he, with his countenance 
quite altered, is this then your final reſolution ? and is thisall I at laſt can hope for, 
from the indulgence, which, for your conſideration, I have ſhewed unto my Enemy? 
Yes, Perdiccas, anſwered the Queen, this is my final reſolutian,the greateſt cruelty of 
all chy threatnings can never have power to ſhake it; and in fine, *tis by my death 
Mmmmm alone 
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alone that thou canſt ſeparate me from Oroondates. 'Tis rather by his, cried Perdic- 
cas, and all the conliderations 1n the world are not able to make me defer it longer. 
Die, ( continued he, turning toward the Prince ) die Barbarian, whom Ihave but too 
much ſpared, and reſtore me,by thy bloud,the quiet thou haſt rob'd me of. Az he ſpake 
thus, be drew his ſword, and itepping, torward to Oroondates, was £0ins to thruſt ic 
up to the Hilrs in his Body, when Roxana, who by his laſt words had foreſeen his a&i- 
on, catch'd a Javelin from one of the Guard, and preſenting it againſt Statira's breſt, 
Hold, cried ſhe, hold Perdiccas,Statira's dead, it thou toucheſt Oroondates. This 
word made Perdiccas pull back his arm, to turn his head toward Roxana, and ſeeins 
her in that furious poltare , and the tair Queen 1n the utmoſt peril of her lite, he re- 
mained ſuſpended berween the motions of his anger and of his love; Oroondates,de- 
ſpiling the death which he had before his eyes, did not ſo much as take notice of Per- 
diccas his aftion, but turning all his thoughts upon that of Roxana, and upon the dan- 
ger of his Queen. Ah Perdiccas! cried he, che Queea is dead, if thou run not to ſuc- 
- cour her; deliver her out of Roxana's hands, and then give me my death with confi- 
-dence. Statira's conſtancy was not leſs thanthat of Oroondates, for looking upon 
Roxana with contempt, Strike, ſaid ſhe, thou Daughter of Cohortanus, ſtrike the 
Daughter 6f Darius, and the Wite of Alexander, and through this heart pierce the 
Imase of Otoendates, who diſdains thee. Theſe words of both, were able indeed to 
_ ſome effe&t upon their Enemies ; but "twas cheir love that carried it then above 
their anger, and they leſs defired the death of what tuey hated, than they did the life 
of what they loved. Perdiccas, quitting Oroondates, caſt himſelf with a great deal 
of ſiddermeſs before Roxana's Javelin, and Roxana, leaving her Rival, placed her ſelf 
between him and Oroondates. Thou ſhalt wot die, ſaid ſhe, and as ungrateful as thou 
art, I'l defend thy life as carefully as mine own. -I give thee but little thanks for that 
care; replied Oroondates, and all the 'ſuccour»l can receive from thee, cannot bnt be 
very odious to me, after having ſeen thee reſent that Javelin againſt the breſt of my 
Princeſs : I love Perdiceas @great deal betrery fbr alt he is fo mach my Enemy ; and 
for his tenderneſs of my Queen,'I ealily pardon all his cruelty toward me ; *tis to him 
alone I onght to be obliged for my real fMfery, ſince this lifewhicit he aſſaulted, is not 
conſiderable to me in compariſon -of that which he detended. Roxana found matter 
—_— this Anſwer,to redouble her ariger,ahd her reſentment,againſt Oroondates; 
yet that reſentment cond not perſwade her to:gyye him up to the rage of Perdiccas . 
nor could Caflandra's ſcorn incite Perdiodds-to fe her to the cruelty of Roxana. 
They looked upon one another with eyes:etifldmed with choler, and (tood at the head 
of their Guards in the poſture of perſons ready to decide their conteſtations wich the 
blood of their men. They for fome time continued unreſolved, and perhaps the vio- 
teace of their wrath woutd at taſt have carried them on to the utmoſt ney dy if 
Alcetas and Penceſtas,maugre the refiltarice of thoſe that would have oppoſed it, had 
not entred then into the Chamber. Peuceſtas was very moderate, and Alcetas not of a 
violent nature ; they both were inſtantly amazed at the ſpectacle that preſented it ſelf 
unto their eyes, but they calt off their Aſtoniſhment,to remedy that diſorder, and la- 
bour'd ſo ſucceſsfully in the bulineſs, that though they could not appeaſe Roxana and 
Perdiccas, they hindred theft from coming to greater extremities, and got Roxana to 
retire to the Palace with Oroondates.She had no ſooner taken that reſolution, but dart- 
ing a look at Perdiccas full of the marks of her indignation ; Remember, ſaid ſhe, 
that thou haſt violated our Agreements firſt, that thou hait loſt the reſpe& thou oweſt 
me, -and that thou haſt denounced war againſt me; defend my Rival with all thy 
Forces, and affure thy ſelf I'l kill her even inthy very arms, as thon before my eyes 
wouldft have ' taken awiy the life of what I loved. I't do it vet, replied Perdiccas, 
nor ſhalt all your Authority be able to divert me.Roxana gave noear unto theſe words, 
bat making Oroondates $0 forth of the Chamber in the midſt of her Guard, ſhe car- 
ried him back to the Palace in'the'ſame ttianner as he came. 
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T laſt the day was come, wherein the fortune of many illuſtrious 
perſons was to receive a memorable revolution,and the defti- 
ny of thoſe of either party, after ſo many various events, was 
drawing them on to very different ends ; till that time heaven 
had tolerated oppreſſion, and injuſtice , and ſeemed to have 
ſuſpended t:ie courſe of its uſual providence, to give vertue 
matrer toexerciſe it ſelf in ſ9 many great occaſions ; but then 
it unveyled. it ſelf to ſee more clearly what was done on 
: Earth, and to change the condition of ſo many perſons whom 
proſperity , or the adverſity of their affairs , had unjuſtly humbled or exalted. We 
draw near unto the haven Califta,after a tedious navigation, but not without apprehen- 
ding that defired Land, nor withour fearing that ay aces are unequal to the deſign I 
now havezto let you know the ſo much wiſhed for end of the Adventures of thy gallant 
eroes. . | 

Roxana was hardly gotten back to the Pallace, where ſhe had put Orqondates un- 
der his former Guard, and whither, for her own defence, and for the ws ofe ſhe had 
to afſault the life of her Rival, after having taken order tofecure that of Oroondates , 
ſhe was calling the better part of thoſe forces that were ather Devotion ; when Caſ- 
ſander went to Queen Statira's Houſe , followed by a good number of cthoſein whom 
he had moſt alurance. The Queen was retired into her Cloſet, and Perdiccas with 
his Brother was yetin the Hall, fo tranſported with anger , that he had ſcarce any rea- 
ſon or underſtandins left. Caffander, who as he came in had heard the ſucceſs of that 
laſt Adventure, was no ſooner near him, but ſpeaking with an angry tone : What Per- 
diccas,ſaid he, have you then made fo ill uſe of the fair occaſion you had to revenge & 
ſatisfie your ſelf? and have you let ſcape an enemy who defpites you,Iwho braves you 
to your face, and during whole life you can never hope for any repoſe, or any content- 
ment in your own? Is it thus you uſe that authority we have given you amongſt us? 
and do you look upon Roxana as a ſlave to her greatneſs , and not as companion in 
her authority ? Do you hope for Statira from thoſe enemies that are at our Gatesand 
can you expe that from the uncertain iflue of this war, which you do not obtain 
from a moſt certain and a moſt abſolute power 2 Ah! rather lay down the command 
you have received amongſt us, 'or elſe make uſe of it in ſuch a way as may not draw 
upon you the ſcorn of all your party. Go and require Roxana to deliver up our com- 
mon and your particular enemy ; but require him of her in ſuch manner, thar ſhe no 
longer may be able to refuſe : Go withall your forces to pull him from the place where 
ſhe's reſolved to defend him againſt you, and prevent the purpoſe ſhe has to force this 
houſe, that ſhe may take away the life of her Rival : I'le follow you thither with all 
the trength I can command, or rather I'le lead you on with fire and ſword;to enter the 
Mmmamam 2 Palact 
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Palace where our enemy is ſhut up , you.may boldly kill him when you have provided 
for the {afery- of the Queen your Love, /and that fear which made you now to ſpare 
your Rival, will no more be able to retain you , when Roxana ſhall no longer have a> 
ny power over hers. Let'smarch withour any further delay , for Roxana i already 
preparing to aſſault you ; ſhe draws together all the forces ſhe hath in Babylon, andif 
you give her the time to getagreaterArengrth , you no longer will have any your ſelf 
to execute too hardy reſolutions. Caffander ſpake to him on.ghis manner, and Perdic- 
cas, whaſe paſſion had 7 > TH che higheſt degreeofÞliqdnels , :, had already ſo 
Sreat an inclination to follow his counſel , that he hardly Raid for the end of his Diſ- 
courfe, to let him know he was quite perſwaded. Let's go Caſtander, ſaid he, let's £0 
whither our common reſentments call us ,- and if we cannot otherwiſe than by the 
blood of our party, letus by that blood gain Statira, and-Roxana, which are refuſed us 
by all other manner of wayes. Alcetas diſapproved that viglent reſolution of his Bro- 
ther's, but durſt not oppoſe his will, and what repugnance ſoever he had againſt it, he 
was determined to go a-long with them ; but Perdiccas. defired him to ſtay there with 
the men that were under his command , ar defend the Princefles, incaſe Roxana 
ſhould cauſe any attempt to be made againſt them ; ſo he went forth with Caflander , 
after having givenorder to ſome that were about him to gather together thoſe men of 
whom he was moſt aflured,ſending word to Antigenes and Tentamustha they ſhould 
rally the Argiraſpides , in whom he had a greater confidence than in all ghereſt, and 
Ray for them withCaſlander's Carians at an alarm place that was at the Mea thegreat 
Bridge,over which they were to paſs to go to Roxana's Pallace. Perdiccdshis autho- 
rity was ſuch, that no body could think it ſtrange that he beat up his Drum through 
the whole Town ; nor did any body enquire whether it were to call the Souldiers to 
their arms againſt Roxana , or againſt the enemy. Yet Roxana having heard 'of ir , 
within a little time doubted preſently of the truth , and judged of Perdiccas his inten- 
tion by her own ; then all her paſſions were not ſtrong enough to ſecure her from fear, 
and ſhe,with a great deal of diſcontent, ſaw herſelicontrained to change the purpoſe 
ſhe had of aſſaulting, into that of the defenſive ; ſhe, with all imaginable ſpeed, called 
thoſe ſhe truſted moft to her aſſiſtance; the Perſians, the Parthians, and the Badrians, 
were affe&ionate to her ſervice; and among the Commanders ſhe was confident that 
Neoptolemus and Andiagoras would take her part : But ſcarce had ſhe received into 
the Palace ſome of thoſe that were neceſlary for her defence, in the mean time while 
her friends without drew together the forces that were at their devotion, when ſhe 
heard that Perdiccas and Caflander, followed by a great many thouſand men , were 
warching toward the Palace, along theKey, and were within two hundred paces of 
her gates : Being delirous to gain time to put her ſelf in a poſture of defence, and to 
make appear that ſhe was unjuſtly oppreſled, ſhe thought beſt to ſend one of her ſer- 
vants to Perdiccas to know his intention, and amongſt them all ſhe choſe the falfe Ar. 

bates, who made himſelf one of the buſieſt about her in that occaſion : Arbates went 

out of the Palace, but he was hardly got into the ſtreet when he ſaw the armed bands 

advance with Perdiccas and Caſlander at the head of them. Arbates, though trembling 
at the Commiſſion he had undertaken,drew near Perdiccas to deliver his Meflage,but 
ſcarce had he opened his mouth when Caflander ,looking upon him with an angry eye, 

Ah 1 ſaid he, ſee there the worthy confident of Roxana's loves ; ſee the man that ſerves 

her in.her affeion to Oroondates, and that has already betrayed me in imployments 

wherein I have truſted him. Arbates was preparing ſome excuſe for Caſlander, but he 

afforded him not the leiſure, for catching him by the throat with his left hand , he 

with his right ſtab'd a dagger twice up to the hilt in his body: Behold,ſaid he,the firſt 

ſacrifice I offer to Roxana's ingratitude.Perfidious Arbates fell dead ar the feet of Per- 

diccas, who had not timeto prevent Caſflander's ſudden execution, and the Gods, by a 

marvellons effeR of juſtice, brought that diſloyal wretch to be puniſhed, for his trea- 

chery to hisMaſter,by hisMaſter's moſt —_ enemy.After that aftion,Caſlander, 

not caring to diflemble his intentions, ruſhed before Perdiccas,and running to the Pa- 

lace gates , with furious cries , made thoſe that defended them ſee he meant to open 

himſelf a paſſage by force : Yet being faithful to their Miſtreſs , they couragiouſly 

, reliſted 
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reliſted his intention,and forming a battalion before the barrs,they preſentlyſtopp'd the 
forwardeſt with a ſhower of Arrows : Andin the interim Perdiccas ſent Iolas, Caflan- 
det's Brother, wirhTentamus and Argitaſpidesto the other gate of the Palace. 

This ftrange diſunion of theſe Perſons, who in probability ought to have been inſe- 
parably joyned together againſt thoſe potent Enemies, that were before their walls , 
was undoubtedly a ſtroke of Divine Juſtice; and there was little likelihood that Love, 
Hatred, or Jealouſie , could ſo blindly precipitate them into ſuch grear extremities, 
Roxana and Perdiccas, in the whole courſe of their lives;had ſeemed very prudent in 
their carriage, and without all queſtion it was the Gods', who, contrary to all humane 
appearance,ſhut their eyes againſt all manner of conſiderations, and, to puniſh them, 
made them flaves unto their paſſions, which, in another feafon,''they would have been 
able to command. Roxana,regardleſs of the danger thar might threaten her by the ar- 
rows , was gotten out upon a Balcony over againſt the Gate, from whence ſhe could 
diftinaly ſee her Enemies ; and at the fame time Perdiccas,appearing before his men, 
called out to Roxana's Souldiers to throw down thew- Arms ,* and not to ſe his 
paſtage, ſwearing they ſhould receive no hartn , and that he demanded nothing but 
Oroondares; but,on the other (ide,they were animared by therrQueen,whoz'crying out 
to them that Perdiccas and Caſſanderhadan intent againft her lite,made them reſolve 
upon a couragions reliftance ; many men'were ſlain on both lides with their Arrows ; 
but within a while Caflander and Perdiccas, truſting tothe number of their Forces , 
clos'd up to handy trokes with their Enemies , and began another kind of Combat 
far more dangerous than the former, Iolas, with Tentamus and part of the Argiraſpi- 
—- was fighting in the ſame orderat the other Gate , where they had found a like re- 

ſtance. 

Then did Roxana ſee her ſelf reduced to great extremities;the number of thoſe that 
defended the Palace was ſmall,in compariſon of her enemies , nor had ſhe any Com- 
manders among them that were conſiderabte,{ince Neoptolemus and Andiagoras, who 
took Arms for her,were in a remote'part of the Town,where they were drawing their 
men together; yer did ſhe endeavour toexcite thoſe ſhe had with her by her words , 
and poured forth all the reproaches againſt Perdiccas andCaſflander,that her rage could 
bring into her mouth. Baſe men , cryedfhe, co you turn your Arms againſt thoſe of 
your own Party, and againſt your lawful Queen, in ſtead of uſing them for the defence 
of your walls againſt your mortal Enemies? Hath Perdiccas lolt all that ſenſe of Ho- 
nour and of Vertue, which heretofore made him to' be conſidered? and will Caffander 
lainly declare to all the world thathe is indeed the Murderer and the Poyſoner of 
his King ? The exaſperated Roxana ſpake thus unto them, but they gave her no atten- 
tion, and did ſo preſs upon thoſe with whom they fought , that atter having killed 
part of them, the reſt were conſtrained to ſeek their ſafery withinthe Gate, and ſome 
of the Purſuers entred with them. Caſſander ruſhed” into the. firſt Court with loud 
cryes, and then Roxana quitted her Balcony. * In the troubles that perplexed her , ſhe 
knew not what reſolution it- was belt to rake ; ſhe lov'd Oroondates too well to a- 
bandon him to the fury of his Enemies, though ſhe was ſure by that means ſhe mighe 
quiet all ; but ſhe alſo lov'd him too well to endanger the loſing of him for ever: by 
procuring his liberty, What ſhallI do? ( ſaid ſhe in that cruel agitation of her 
thoughts ) Shall I ſaffer my dear Oroondates to be (lain ? And ſhall I ſuffer his perfidi- 
ous Enemies to ſatisfie themſelves by the deſtruRion of whartI love molt dearly in all 
the World > But again, ſhall Igive him the means to efcape from me farever, by gi- 
ving him the means to ſave himſelf 2 And ſhall I ſo lightly caſt away all 'the hopes 
which his Captivity had made me entertain 2 She wavered for a while in this uncer- 
tainty, but within a little while ſhe had none left to employ in ſuch conteſtations ; the 
whole Court was full of Enemies, her men ſcarce made reliſtance any longer , and for 
a ſurcharge of misfortime, Iolas,with the ſame ſucceſs,forced hisentrance at the other 
Gate, _ marched to the afliftance of his Companions ; ſome truſty men, that were 
placed upon the tairs,defended the Aſcent with a great deal of courage , but their op- 
polition could not be long , and Roxana ſaw her ſelf reduced at laſt to take a ſudden 


reſolution : Wherefore ſhe then took that which was moſt reafonable}, and moiſt con- 
formable 
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formable to her love, and.leaving the Gallery from whence ſhe beheld the Combat : 
The Gods forbid, Monſters,ſaid ſhe,that I ſhould give a Prince into your hands,whoſe 
life is worth more than a thouſand ſuch as yours. Saying thus , ſhe ran immediately 
to Oroondates his Quarter, which was yet made good by ſome of thoſe ſhe had ſet to 
guard him and calling for the Arms he hadon when he was taken , which then were 
in his ante-Chamber ; ſhe took ſome of them her ſelf, and giving the reſt to Helione, 
with a {word which ſhe commanded from ane of her Souldiers, ſhe went into her Pri- 
ſonexs. Chamber. Heatthattime had his hands at liberty,for they were unbound as 
ſodn as he came back unto his Lodging , but he was in great trouble at the noiſe he 
heard , and partly gheffing the cauſe , was\like co dye with grief and anger to ſee 
himſelf in a condition that. permitted him not to doany thing for the defence of his life. 
While he was in the midft of-theſe violent diſquiets, Roxana came into his Chamber; 
Oroondates, ſaid ſhe, as ingrateful as thou art, I have defended thee hitherto againſt 
thine Enemies with the peril. of my life ; but ſince my defence is not able to ſecure 
thee , go fight thy ſelf tor thine own ſatety ; ſee there thine Armour which I reſtore 
thee , march on againſt theſe cruel men that would affafſinate thee in my proteQtion, 
and remember 1 have made the conlideration of my intereſts ſtoop to the care I 
have of thy life. This A& of Roxana's gavejOroondates occalion to loſe ſome part of 
his reſenrments againſt her , nor would he have failed to teſtifie as much to her by 
words, 'if:ſhe her ſelfwould have given him leiſure, and if ſhe had not let him know 
that all the time he had was neceſlary for the putting on of his Arms. He therefore 
contented himſelf with proteſting as he received them from her band, that he would 
not be unthankful for that obligation, and putting his Cuiraſs on his back with the 
help of Heſione, and even of Roxana her ſelf, who needs would ſhare inthat imploy- 
ment, he was quickly in the ſame eitate wherein not many dayes before he had ſtruck 
ſo great a fear into his Enemies. Then did he thiok himſelf invincible , and goin 
from Roxana with an aRion that cauſed a tgrrour even in her,he ran,followed by hols 
of his Guard, whither he was guided by the noiſe of the fight. After he had crofled 
the Gallery, he found thoſe on the top of the ſtairs , whoyer were making good that 
paſlage, and who nevertheleſs began to yield by little and little to the fury of their E- 
nemies. Before he could get tothem , he, encouraged them with an exceeding fierce 
cry, and at the ſame inſtant, flying in amongſt them like a whirl-wind, he ſhewed him- 
ſelf at the head of them with a poſture which froze the Routeſt of their Enemies hearts 
with fear Courage my Friends, cryed he,, I'le fight with you, as you have fought for 
me, and if 1: muſt dye & you, I'le dye like a man;that will not give you cauſe to 
repent what you have done far, his ſafety: Theſg words made him preſently known to 
both Parties, but his firſt ARions gave much better marks to aſlure them who it was ; 
and toſtrike the greater terrour in-his Enemies, he left the Beaver of his Cask half 
open, that they-might ſee his face, Caflander had no ſooner caſt his eye upon itzbur 
a deadly ſhivering ran through all his Veins, and Perdiccas himſelf, though he was va- 
liant, could not look upon him without growing pale ; but their fears were redoubled 
in them when at his two firſt blows they jos two men fall dead , who tumbled 
down the ſtairs to their very feet, and that at the ſame time the Prince, knowing who 
they were, threw himſelf upon them through the midft of all their men , with a fury 
which nothing was able to oppoſe. Behold Oroondates, cried he to them , behold 
Oroondates, whom you have ſuch a mind to kill; come on valiant men , behold him 
now unbound , coming himſelf to offer you this life you ſeek. Caſlander not daring 
to ſtay for him, was gotten a good way into the throng amongſt his Souldiers,and Per- 
diccas ,who,knew that,as valiant as he was, he could not eſcape him,and that in a more 
open and leſs advantageous place, he would not be able to defend himſelflong againſt 
the great number of his men, thought beſt toemploy ſome of them to receive the firſt 
fury of his blows. The Prince flying into the thicket of them , like a man that con- 
temned his life , diſpatched them with the greater facility,becauſe he fought upon the 
higher ground, having the advantage of the place ; and he was ſo couragioully ſecond- 
ed by thoſe that fell on with him , and by thoſe that had begun the fight, that after 
having waſhed the (airs in a ftream of blood , he by little and little made his Enemies 
quit 
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quitthem. They fly, the Cowards ( cried heto thoſe of his own Party ) they Aly from 
a ſmall handful of men, bur their flight ſhall nor ſerve their turn, for if you follow me 
like valiant Souldiers, they ſhall loſe their lives in this Palace of their Queen, where 
they have ilaaghtered your Companions, Saying theſe words, he ran upon Antigeges: 
the Chief Commander of the Argiraſpides, whom he obſerved among the eagereit of 
them, and brought down his ſmord upon his head wich ſuch a mighty farce, that al- 
though the Cask could not be clefr by the edge, it was beaten into his skult by the 
weight thereof, Antigenes, as ſtracken with a thunder-bolt, fell without ſenſe-or mo- 
tion, at the feer of his Companions, where he lay bleeding at all the paſlages of his 
head; his fall took away the courage of his men,and the Prince followed them fo cloſe, 
that after having made them forſake the lait ſteps of the ſtairs,he drove them on before 
him into the very Court: His fury did precipitate him fo,thar he ruſhed on thither like 
a Lion; but there it was Perdiccas delired to have him, and having imprudently en- 
saved himſelf in a place too ſpacious to keep his advantage in , the Enemies began to 
tay hold of theirs, and at the ſame time, Iolas and Teutamus appearing in the Court, 
with the relt of the Argiraſpides, he, with a ſmall number of thole thar ft»ck to him, 
was preſently environed by thar multitude. Roxana, who, from the Gallery,beheld 
char ſpectacle, found new matter in the Princes admirable aftions to redouble the love 
ſhe already bore him ; but ſhe could notſee him in chat extremity of danger, without 
Siving her ſelf over to her ſorrow, nor without repeating that ſhe had ſo long defer- 
red to give him the means to defend himſelf. In the interim;ſhe, by her cries,declared 
the interelt ſhe had in his preſervation, and, by her words, encouraged thoſe few that 
were left with him, to perfilt in his defence, to the laſt man, expetting the arrival of 
Neoptolemus and Andiagoras, upon whom ſhe had grounded her lateſt hopes, and 
whole delay ſhe impatiently accuſed. Oroondates, who looked for help from nothing 
but his ſword, knowing the fault he had committed, in quitting the narrow paſſege, 
ſtrove to repair it by actions altogether prodigious, and, by the greatneſs of his blows, 
ſent ſuch a terrour into his enemies, as made them not dareto come within the length 
of his ſword ; but inthe end, ſome of thoſe that fought in his company, beins flain-at 
his feet, and che reſt hardly able longer to make reliftance, he being neither immortal 
nor invulnerable, was even ready to be overwhelmed with number, when a great 
noiſe was heard at the Palace Gate, and preſently after Seleucus entred at the head of 
his Macedonians. That gallant man,havins,by the care he took,heard the Prince's dan- 
ger,and the horrible violence of Perdiccas and Caflander, had ſtifled all the remaining 
coalideratio he had of them, and was reſolved to proceed no longer with them, bur 
as his mortal enemies. He tad found Nearchus his mind ſuitable to his, and at the 
ame time, having ſent Orders to their men, who keptthemſelves in a readineſs for 
their firſt Command, they quickly were in arms to ſerve them ; bat rheir prudenc 
Leaders well underſtood that with them alone they could never be able to defend 
_ themſelves again all the Forces that were in Babylon,and remembrins the advertiſe- 
ment they nad given Araxes,they had divided their men,and Nearchus was gone with 
half of them towards that Gate they intended to open to Perdiccas his Enemies, after 
baving placed men with red Eniigns upon the walls, to give the Signal they had pro- 
miſed Araxes, while Selencus marched toward the Palace to ſuccour Oroondates. He 
was Socten thither yult ar that time when his aſiſtance was molt neceflary, having for- 
ced thereliſtance of thoſe that withſtood his paſſage, aud having overthrown all them 
that would have hindred his entrance, he broke into the Conrt, where, with his ſword 
in his hand, he hewed out his way to the Prince, throagh the midſt of Perdiccas his 
Souldiers. The fright that ſeized them ar his arrival, opened the throng that eacloſed 
the Valiant Prince, and gave him liberty to ſez him,which he no ſooner did, bur defi- 
ring to make himſelf known ; Courage, brave Oroondartes, ſaid he; behold Seleucus, 
your obliced friead, is come to reſcue you, or die wit't yoa. Sayins theſe words, he 
laid about him ſo furiouſly, that ar lait ke got up ro him, and placed himſelf by his fide. 
Oroondates ſeeins ſo powerful a relief, immediately aſpired to'ViRtory, and recei- 
ving Seleucus with a cry of acknowledsmeat ; we have conquered, faid he, ſince Se- 
leucus takes our part ! The place where they were, and the employment that took 
them 
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them up, would not permit a longer diſcourſe, but they both fought with ſuch won- 
dro:s valour,and Seleucus iis men ſeconded them with ſuch pam, within a lit- 
tle timezthoſe of Perdiccas his (ide began to quit the place,& even he himſelf,ground» 
tng his hopes upon the reſt of cheir Forces that were drawing together, went out of the 
Court with Caſfander,and left it free unto the Conquerours, They drove them into the 
next Market place,and into the ftreers thereabouts, with an exceeding fierceneſs, but 
ſcarce was he out of the Palace, and gotten upon a Horſe that was held ready for hit, 
to go himſelf, and fetch up the relt of the Forces that were at his devotioi,when he ſaw 
Neoptolemus and Andiagoras, who, with four or five thouſand Periians, BaQtians; and 
Parthians, were marchins to affit Roxana. Perdiccas knew very well they came not to 
do him ſervice, but being prudeat, he found a way to make them change their inten- 
tion: You come moſt reunely to relieve the Queen, ſaid he, Seleucus with his men 
has forced the Palace; he has freed Oroondates, and now both of them together, fol- 
low'd by Seleucus his Macedonians,and the Souldiers of Nearchus and Leonatus, are 
Maſters of the place, which they have made us quit by the death of our Companions; 
The Town is loſt, if we take not ſome ſpeedy courſe, for certainly, this treachery of 
Seleucus and Nearchus, is not without holding ſome intelligence with our Enemies. 
While Perdiccas was ſpeaking on this manner, they ſaw Peuceſtas come gallopping as 
faſt as poſſibly he could, who, aſſoon as he was near, cried out to them, that the Ene- 
mies werefalling on at the Gates, and were ready to force them open,by the aſſiſtance 
of Nearchus, who, with above three thouſand men, did all he could to tacilitate their 
entrance, and to kill all thoſe that offered to oppoſe it. 

This news troubled Perdiccas exceedingly, and abſolutely changed the intentions 
of Neoptolemus and Andiagoras, who united themſelves immediately with Perdiccas, 
forgetting the conlideration of thoſe petty differences he had with Roxana, to joyn 
their forces againſt their common ei:cmies for the defence of their lives. Neoptolemus 
weat preſently away with half their men, to defend the gate which was aflaulted by 
Nearchus within, and by the enemies without. Perdiccas and Andiagoras with the 
reſt,marched againſt Oroondates and Seleucus;and Peuceltas ran up and down through 
the whole Town, to make the Inhabitants take Arms, and to lead them to the defence 
of their gates and walls. Perdiccas returned very ſeaſonably toreinforce his men,who 
atla{t did nothing but fly before their Conquerours; bur that ſupply changed the form 
of the combatzand they began to face about,whom the image of death betore had ter- 
rified. The Prince of Scythia,and his valiant Companion,loit not courage for that acci- 
dent,but animating their men by their words and by their exam le,made them reſolve 
generoally to diſpute the viRtory ; never did warriors fight wich ſo mach reſolution, 
and all that Oroondates and Seleucus had done in the late battel, was not comparable 
to their ations then. The number of their enemies was greater than theirs,but the va- 
lour of Commanders made amends for that defect, and held the combat in much equa- 
lity; nay, they were beginning to have ſome hope of the better, when Cafſander, who 
was gone out of the hurly burly a while before, came to aflault them with the Euerge- 
tes and the Pelaſgians. The ſon of deceaſed Ariſton ( who died the day before of the 
wound he had received from Oroondates ) came at the ſame time another way, with 
above three thouſand men. At the atrival of ſo conſiderable a ſupply,Perdiccas no lon- 
cer doubted but he ſhould conquer,and the two valiant Princes no longer doubted but 
they ſhould be (lain. Seleucus received that knowledge firſt, but he received it with- 
out changing countenance, and looking upon Oroondates, whom that danger had ani- 
mated, inſtead of daunting him ; Brave Prince, ſaid he, we muſt die, but I do not 
grudge my life,lince I loſe it for the defence of ſo gallant a man. Oroondates had not 
time to reply, becauſe he was charged by Caſſander and his men, who, eager of his 
death, ruſhed headlong upon him with more reſolution than before ; Iolas was one of 
the forwardeſt, and the Prince, ——_— he was, flew ſo ſuddenly at him, that his 
fatal (word finding paſſage through his body, in a place ill defended by his Arms, ap- 
peared all bloudy on the other (1de,and laid Caflander's brother dead at the foot of his 
companions. Behold, ( cryed the Prince, ſeeing him fall ) behold a vitime which I 
offer to the Ghoſt of Alexander, and a juſt execution of one of his perfidious poyſon- 

| ers, 


UMI 


PartTV.o0 C(ASSANDReA 83 


ners. Theſe words, and the death of Iolas, pierced ſo deeply into Caflander, that de- 
ſpiling the danger there was in coming, near his enemy, he would have run to meet a 
certain deſtiny in the point of his Arms, if many of his men had not interpoſed, who, 
all falling at once upon the Prince, reduced him to the greateſt extremiies ; in which 
he had ever been, Many of thoſe that fought for him, had already. loſt their lives, and 
the yelt,forced by the abundance of their eyemies,gave ground apace,d ndins them= 
ſelves, and.compel'd their valiant legders, either to retire with them, or let their ene- 
mies havethe ſatisfaQtion of taking away their lives too ealily. Seleucus, who had yet 
ſome hope in Nearchus, counſelled the Prince to yield a little tothe mulritude,ayd by 
that advice obliged him to retreat before a world of enemies<hat- hotly. proſecuted 
him ; he quitted the place to them with a great deal of trouble, but ſtill ſhewing them 


went down into the Court, where ſhe had rallied all the men ſhe could ſee in-a condi- 


| ſhe had the greateſt 
power ; ſhe.then reſolved to make uſe of itzto requite Pexdiccas,in his.own, kind , and 
in taking revenge upon a man that had offended her, take alſo the life of her: Rival, 
deprive her of the-means of drawing benefit from the,liberty ſhe had given to Oroon- 


. 


fight ; wherefore leaving three hundred of his mento defend r, he was-marched away. 
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of it, 2nd who, by incitins words , ed them till forward to anabſolute viaory, 
That light begot not ſo much fear in Bat great Princeſſes, as to make them Rtoop to 
any thieg inworthy of their great courage ; and the illuftrious Widow of Alexander, 
beholdiiig her crnel Rival with diſdain : Compleat thy crimes, Roxana, cryed ſhe, 
carry them on to the higheſt degree, and if thou haſt abandoned Otoondares ro the 
rage of Perdicccas, wreak thy malice without further delay, upon her whom he aban- 
dons unto thine ; thou never oaghteſt to hope that Oroondartes, if he be alive, can love 
a Moniter, black with fo many horrid crimes, and if thon canſt reap no other advan- 
rage by my death, thou at leaft may'ſt thereby revenge rhe conrempt he has of thee. 
Roxana heard theſe words diftinAly enough, bur gy a put her to confuſion by 
the knowledge of her faults, ſhe made no Anſwer, and hearted up her menin ſuch a 
manner, that in the end their enemies were conſtrained to quit the ſtairs, and retire 
diſorderly intothe Hall. Thither they purſued them with fuch haſt , that rhey had nor 
time to ſhut the door, and there deſpair made them fight a little = » Which was a 
means to'retard, but not divert, Roxana's intentions. Then did theſe rwo great Prin- 
ceſſes no longer doubt but that the end of their life was come, yer in that fear they did 
not anything that misbecame their greatneſs ; and it they made ſhew of any grief , 
'twas only out of a ſenſe wherewith nearneſs of Blood and Aﬀection inſpired them 
mutuMy, The Queenembracing the Princeſs her ſiſter,and bathing her face with tears 
ſhed out of love to her: Dear ſiſter, ſaid ſhe, if it pleaſe the Gods tyar youſurvive me, 
as there-is ſome liklihood you may, (ince Roxana has no cauſe at all to delire your 
death; and if they alſo = Qrooudates to outlive me, aſſure him,dear ſiſter,that my 
laſt thoughtwas that 0 ing my ſelf his by my dearth , and that this death is dearer 
to me, receiving it for His fake, than rhe Empire of the whote world with any other 
man, Give-him this aſſurance; deareſt Sifter, if you love me, and for rhat of my friend- 
thip, receive this lateſFkiſs. Thefair Pariſaris, whom her own danger had but lirtle 
affrighted; was nor ablets hear the Qneens words, nor to behold her aQtion, without 
falting From ker conftahcy of mind ,' and receiving her embraces with a tenderneſs 
which ſhe teſtified by preffir*her cloſely between her arms ; Medam, ſaid ſhe, lay no 
command upon me, to be performed afreryour death, fmce the reſolution I have taken 
not to ſiixvive you a- moment, difpences with me for all the. obedience I owe yon. As 
ſhe had ended theſe words, rhey both heard a greater noiſe rhan the former, and then 
it was they believed for certain; that all thoſe who had fought for their defence, were 
urterly defeated, and that they bad nothing more to do, bur to offer up their'breaſts to 
che enemies ſwor . IR | : + 
That whichpafled in the heart of the Town, hath hindred us from relating what 
was done upon the skirts of it, and what an alteration the affairs of Babylon then re- 
ceived. Nearchus,with his men, was gone down to the Gate which Craterus was to 
aflault ; and at the ſame*time had cauſed rom to be ſerupon the Walls, and by the 
ſound of many Trumpets rouz'd the Camp, which, with marvellous impatiency expe- 
Red ſo deſited'a ſignal. The firft that efpied it, had carryed the news with foud cries to 
their Commanders, and af thofe famous warriers had received it with an extraordinary 
Joy. The valiant Prince of Perſia, Lyfimachns, and all the rett of their Companions, 
had in a 'nofhent put on tHetr arms, and in atmoſt as little time, their forces, who wai- 
ted for that conimand, were ina readineſs to march. | Prince Artaxerxes, followed by 
Lylimachns, Ptolomeus, Orontes, the brave Thaleftris, young Demetrius, and Theo- 
dates, was advanced with fifteen thouſand Macedonians, Thracians, and Egyptians,to 
Crater his gate, where thefignal was ſet up ; and to make 4 diverſion to facilitate 
their deſign, Oxyartes, 'Antigonus, Eumenes, and Polyperchon felt on at other four. 
Never did great Arſaces appear fo fierce and rerrible as that day, at the gates of Baby- 
lon; nor ever did Lyſimachus employ his valour with greater ſatisfaion, nor with 
greater hope, than at that timefor the liberty of Pariſatis. Nearchus fought on the 
inlide agdiniitthoſe that defended the gate, and though their number was little diffe- 
ren his, keprefſed them'in ſuch manner, as madethem ſoon deſpair of Viaory. 
Artaxerxes and his Companions batter'd the gates in the mean time with their Rams, 
and the ſnall.eſiſtance they found,by reaſon their enemies were ſo = 
| | uftered 
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ſuffered them quickly to make a breach large enough to be entred. Lyfimachus was 
the firſt that broke in atit, ard would i.eeds expoſe himſelf to the firlt danger before 
Prince Artaxerxes, who ruſh'd in next; they two were preſently followed by all-the 
r2it, and Nearchus no ſooner ſaw them appear, but diſcovering himſelf co them by a 
joyful cry, he drove the terror of their enemies to the utmoſt extremity. They that 
firit oppoſed the fury of the Princeof Perlia and his Companiors, loft their lives glori- 
ouſly by the hands of thoſe renowned men., and in the mean while cheir Soutdiers en- 
tred ruſhing after them ; ard when they were abſolute Maſters of the Gate, they let 
down the Bridge,and opened a large paſlage to their ſquadrons. \ 917 YOu 
All they that had oppoſed Nearchus were either killed or taken flight, when Neop- 
tolemus with his men came up to their relief , but he came-only to lead them on to 
ſlaughter, for the conquering Princes falling furioully upon them, covered the ſtreets 
with mangled bodies, and wade the channels run with blood. Neoptolemus was one 
of the firſt that charged Prince Artaxerxes, but he found his firength-to be far unequal, 
and though he loſt not his life by that unreliſtable hand, he received ſo weighty a blow, 
that, not being able to ſuſtain it ,he fell amongſt the ſlain: with all the ſigns of a dying 
perſon;his men no longer made oppolition, and they that could eſcape the Conquerors 
ands,fought the preſervation ot their lives by flight. The Son of Darius had no ſoo+ 
ner gotten to joyn with Nearchus, and teſtified his acknowledgements at that meeting, 
but he learn'd from him the danger Oroondates was in,and not being able then to give 
way to other thonghts ſave thoſe of ſuccouring his dear Brother , Fe advanced with 
part of his Force towards the Palace, and left others the care of opening the gates that 
were aſſaulted by Antigonus, Oxyartes  Eumenes , and Polyperchon.; Such ivas the 
deftiny of Babylon , aud the diviſion of thoſe that commanded in that ſtately City , 
having drawn all the Souldiers to their Factions, left almoſt none at all for the defence 
of the Gates and Walls, and then the Conquerors roved all about with as much liberty 
as if they had had no Eneiries to fight with. Artaxerxes had-marched part of the way 
which led towards the Palace, when by ſome Souldiers rhat caft themelves at his feet, 
he heard how Roxana was then employed, and in what danger the Queen, and the 
Princeſs her Siſter were , unleſs they had ſome: ſpeedy ſuccour-; This News trou- 
bled the Prince extreamly,but Lyſimachus had no ſooner heard it,but,tranſported with 
the fury which his paſſion inſpired,he parted from him, taking ſome of his men along, 
and marching with a marvellous haſte to relieve his Princeſs, left him at liberty to aflift 
his Brother. He was not a little comforted by Lyſimachus. his reſolution, knowing the 
Valour of that Prince, and judging well that his Siſters could not” delire a more gene- 
rous Champion, and proſecuting his former delign with a great deal of diligence, he 
came to the end of the Bridge,where the Princeof Scythia and brave Seleucus defen- 
ded their lives with very little hope of ſafety. They were already ſo exceeding weary, 
that they were hardly able to lift their ſwords , and their weakneſs having redoubled 
the courage of Perdiccas and Caflender, made them a great deal bolder in aflailing 
them. They were going to ſummon their utmoſt Forces together, that they might fi- 
niſhthe combat with their death, when caſting an eye to the other end of the Bridge, 
they heard the cries of their Enemies, and ſaw them appear at the ſame inſtant. - Ar-. 
taxerxes running up toward Oroondates with an incomparable ſwiftneſs : Courage , 
cryed he,dear Brother,you are a Conquerour,and your Enemies are defeated. He had 
hardly ended theſe words when he was gotten to his (ide, and with him Orontes, De- 
metrius, Thaleſtris, and the faithful Theodates, followed by many thouſand Souldiers. 
As Oroondates and Seleucus recovered ſtrength by that relief that was then ſonece(- 
ſary to them , their Enemies were ſo terrified by the knowledge of their misfortune, 
of the loſs of their City, and of the ruine of their Party , that they were almolt quite 
defeated without the trouble of fighting. Yer did their Officers labour to encourage 
them, though not to ſuch a degree, but that rhey preſently quitted the Bridge, and re- 
tired to a more open place, where they gave the Princes a greater liberty of defeating 
them. The ſlaughter then was ſuch,that in many places the. blood ran down the Key 
into the Euphrates , and the reſentment of thoſe Warriers,whoſe lives a while before 
were in ſo great an extremity, made it ſelf known then by molt bloody tokens. »© 
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Statira ! O-Prince of Scythia ! how fully were your wrongs reveng'd » and how many 
lives were ſacrificed to their reparation ? The Son of Aritton, who, to revenge his Fa- 
ther's Death, had appeared mott eager1n ſeeking that of Prince Oroondates, loſt his 
reſentments with his life, which was gloriouſly cut off by the, ſword of Great Arſaces, 
ThePrince of the Maſſacetes; andthe Son of Antigonus flew a very great number of 
chem;the fair Amazone Queen made her ſelf remarkable by a thouſand valiant ARi- 
ons; and Theodares plainly-ſhew'd by his,. how worthy he was of Arſaces his affeion ; 
but Oroondates, in whoſe remembrance the cruelties of Perdiccas and Caflander was 
very freſh, ſought them every where amongft their men, and made thoſe hated names 
b reſound whith-way ſoever be turned. Where are you valiant men? cried he; Is the 
hot deſire you had to take-my life ſo quickly cooled ? And do you flee ſo ſoon from 
thoſe whom but a few minutes before you had condemn'd to death ? Have you forgot 
F'am yourRival? And doyou ſo eaſily, relign Statira and Roxana to me? Scarce had 
he ſaid theſe words, but he repented that he had ſpoken them , as thinking them con- 
trary to modeſty, and judging that a ſoul like his, oughtnot to have grown proud up- 
on the chanse of his Fortune :: Yet were they overbeard by Perdiccas and Caflander , 
though they had retir'dthemſelves amongittheir men,whether it were to prolong their 
lives, or to ſeek means to fight yet once again with more advantage. Perdiccas, who 
indeed was valiant amongt the valianteſt , could not without ſhame hear thoſe re- 
proaches from his Enemy,. and at the ſame time ana RACE the condition he was in, 
the defeat -of his Forces, thetaking of the Town, and the loſs of thoſe pretenſions he 
had had upon Caflandrahe believed he no longer ought to love his life enough to ſave 
it by an aQ of Cowardizezand in that thought,inſpired either by his courage, or by his 
deſpair he'ruſhed once more betore his men , and calling Oroondates with a loud 
voice, he drew-him preſently to meet him , but betore they came to blows, Perdiccas 
demanded # little attention, and: having obtain'd it of the Prince by the power he had 
amoneſt his Souldiers: . Behol& Perdiccas whom thou ſeekeſt, ſaid he, if he had kill'd 
thee when he colthave done it,the needed not have fear'd he ſhould have been lain 
by the hands of thoſe abour thee ; but it thou art truly generous, and truly worthy of 
Statira, whonf ill forreme forcedme toabandon to thee , thou wilt endeavour either to 
rake my life, or'to defend thihe own without advantage: Thy: Friends and mine ſhall 
be witneſſes of the latt ations of ane of us , and though perliaps the ufage thou haſt 
Grind from me, does not oblige thee to obſerve the Rules of Generolity roward me, 
chou'mayeſt rememberthat 1 > the Caffandra tor thee,and that but tor me ſhe had 
not now been in the World. The Prince of Scythia's fury was ſo moderated by theſe 
words of his Enemies , that he partly laid aſide the delign he had againſt his lite, and 
looking upon him with a. milder countenance. It is true, ſaid he, that thy ations 
might excuſe-mine well enough, which way ſoever I ſhould ſeek to revenge my ſelf : 
but that which thou halt lately. doue for the ſafety of my Princeſs, breeds in me ſo 
great a conſideration. of thee, that I notonly will forbear to aflail thy life with odds, 
but will freely give it thee, if thou wilt receive it from me.. No, replyed Perdiccas , 
the Friends and Kinſmen of Alexander the Great,do not uſe to receive their lives from 
their Enemies, and *twill ſuffice toconfirm me abſolutely in the opinion T have of thy 
Vertue, if thou ſecure me againſt thy men, and make the conquelt of Statira.and the 
defeat of Perdiccas tobe the meritof thy lingle Valour. Oroondates, without further 
reply, turning toward Arſaces and his Companions: Dear Brother , and you my Ge- 
nerons Friends, ſaid he , you love my glory too well to envy methe occalions to pre- 
ſerve it; I, by all your friendſhip towards mezbeg theliberty of fighing with Perdiccas 
upon equal tearms ; and if it pleaſe the Gods Idie by his hand, ler me conjure you by 
the ſame friendſhip, to let him have his life and liberty for the prize of his ViRory. 
Artaxerxes; and his Companions, who in all Orpondates his ations admired thegreat- 
neſs of his Courage, yielded to his deſires , which perhaps they would not ſo ealily 
have done;if their confidence in his Valour had not ſecured them againſt the fear they 
misht have beenin for the ſucceſs of the Combat. The conquering Part, and all that 
yetwere left of the conquered,ſtood in a manner unmovable to be the SpeRators of it, 
and then did thoſe two Enemies precipitate themſelves vpon each other with an ani- 
molity 
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:olity which plainly made appear what the iſſue of their fight would be, Oroonda- 
tes was wearied with the toyl he had undergone, and wounded , though lightly in 
ſome few places, yet that diſadvantage was ſeen but little , and his anger did fo ſtir 
him up,that Perdiccas, as valiant as he was , quickly perceived his blood run down 
many parts of his body. Oroondates his friends beheld thoſe happy beginnings with 
a great deal of joy, but Perdiccas loſt not his courage with his blood; tor he ruſh'd 
upon his” Enemy with a fury , which without doubt would have been fatal to any 
other man. Yet was he utterly weakned preſently after,by a thruſt which he received 
into the body,and the Prince,who ſaw him in ſuch a condition, that he could no lon- 
ver fear him, took pitty of his fortune , and retiring two or three ſteps : Thou art 
no longer able, ſaid he, to diſpute the vitory againſt mezbur receive thy life, which I 
am willing to leave thee, and of which I will have as great a care as thou couldlt delire 
from a friend. My life, replied Perdiccas, is no longer at thy diſpoling, nor can I,bur 
with it, $ive up Statira and the vitory. At theſe words he ſtrove all rhat poſſibly he 
could to flye upon his enemy,but his ftrength abſolutely torſook him ; and after having 
ſtaggered a whilezhe fell at his feer, where Ins life avd blood ran forth together. Thus 
dyed the greatelt of all Alexander's ſucceflors, and the Gods;to give a terrible example 
of their juſtice, decreed he ſhould be lain in that ſame town wherein he had unwor- 
thily abuſed his power,and by the hands of that ſameEnemy,whoſe death he a few'mo- 

tents before kad attempted with ſo much injuſtice and inhumanity. He was a manof 
excellent natural parts, but his paſhons had extinguiſhed them , and the glory of his 
former actions vas much eclipſed by the laſt minutes of his life. His pride was hum- 
bled at the feet of his Conquerour , but the Prince being moved with pity , kneeled 
down upon one knee cloſe by him, and was putting up the Beaver of his Caskto ſee if 
he were yer in a condition to receive aſſiſtance, when Caflander, enraged by the loſs 
of his friend , or rather his deſpair , coming from amongſt his men with his ſword 
up, fell upon the compaſſionate Prince, and while he was in that poſture, charged him 
with ſoweighty a blow, as made him ſink upon the pale dying face of Perdiccas , and 
but for the goodneſs of his helmet, would perhaps have put him in the ſamecondition. 
Oroondates getting up again in very great fury, would have run to take revenge, bur 
he was already prevented ; for amongſt thoſe many that were animated againſt Caſſan= 
der for that baſe foul play, the Valiant Thaleſtris , who knewhim , and whoſiill was 
ſenſible of the injuries he had done her in the firſt combats againſt Orontes , made at 
him with a threatning cry, and with the firſt ſtroke ſhe gave, having cut the ſtraps of 
his Cask, his head remain'd nnarm'd and bare to the eyes of all his Enemies. 

The fair Queen , who remembred' with what cruelty he formerly had ruſh'd upon 
her with his horſe, after having thrown her down with a violent ſhock, was lifting up 
her arm to give him a death which he had but too juſtly deſerved, when Orontes 
knowing him, and calling to mind their ancient friendſhip, received the blow, upon his 
Shield, and ſtepping before her : Madam, ſaid he, give me Caflander's life I beſeech 
you : And you Caflander, continued he, yield your ſelf to Orontes, who was hereto . 
fore your Friend, Orontes obtained his deſires from both , the fair Queen conquered 
her indignation to grant her dear Orontes what he demanded, and Catlander preſent- 
ing his {word unto Orontes, did by that ation ſtop all thoſe that were already turn'd 


acainlt him. 
"While theſe things s/w wy and Ptolomeus had run with their men to 
che houſe where the great Princeſles of Perſia were reduced to the utmoſt peril of their 


lives ; and Roxana's Souldiers, after having filled the Hall with dead bodies, were rea- 
dy to break open the Chamber door , when the two Princes came. It wonld be hard 
to tell all the particulars of their ations. Lylimachus excited by his paſſions found no 
reliſtance capable to op him, he made himſelf way with his ſword through the thic- 
kelt of his Enemies, and the violence of his wrath having for that time ſuſpended part 

which was natural to him , he ſacrificed thoſe cruel men with pleaſure, to 


of theguty , 
| audeenca of thoſe injuries they would have done Pariſatis. After having 


the re 
cover'd the whele-Court with ſlaughtered carkafſes , he made himſelf Maſter of the 


{airs , and from thence paſſing into the Hall, he there proſecuted his ViQtory, and his 
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revensewirh ſuch ſucceſs , Prolomeus, with his Souldiers, ſeconded him ſo couragi- 
oally, that within a little time they were both Conquerours , and revenged of their 
Enemies, whom they put almoſt all to the edge of the Sword. That fight was horrible, 
and all that houſe overflowed with blood, when Lylimachus,finding no more obſtacles 
in his paſlage, broke open the ſame Doors his enemies had aſſaulted , and entred all 
bloody into the Queen's Chamber. Art that objec the two great Princeſles reſolved 
abſolutely for deach, and deliring to receive it both together, chey lock'd each other 
in cloſe embrace, which they believed to be their laſt. In that poſture they caſt their 
eyes upon Lyfimachus,who out of reſpect had made a ſtand as ſoon as he was come in- 
tothe Chamberand the equipage they ſaw him in having confirmed them in their opi- 
nion, Whoſoever thou art,ſaid the Queen, that art the miniſter of Roxana's will, de- 
fer not the execution of it longer : come, kill the Wife, and perhaps the Daughter of 
thy King ; but ſparethe innocent Pariſatis , fince Roxana has no caule to hate her , 
and that ſhe hath no pretenſions upon Oroondates. Parifſatis at theſe words getting 
looſe from the Queens embraces: Ahicryed ſhe to Lylimachus,hearken not to that diſ- 
courſe,and if any pity can be found,in perſons that take imployment like this of thine, 
let me conjure thee to diſpatch me firtt ; It is not juſt Hepheſtion's Widow ſhould'be 
ſpared, when there is no conlideration had of Alexander's ; and though I have no pre- 
tenſions upon Oroondates, I ſhall have ſome upon the Empire , and I ſhall have ſome 
upon the life of Roxana. This —— conteſtation would have laſted longer, if Ly- 
ſimachus could have longer ſuffered it ; it mollified him ſo, that for all his courage, he 
was hardly able to retain his tears, but if he was touched with the Queens words, his 
love made thoſe of the Princeſs pierce him ſo deeply, and in that poſture which beg'd 
and commanded both at once, he found ſo much occaſion of redoubling his paſſion, 
that he had hardly any knowledge left , or any power to moderate himſelf in that 
encounter. Yet would he no longer ſuffer thoſe great Princelles to continue in the 
cruel opinion they had of him, but throwing his Cask at their feet , and himſelf like- 
wiſe at the ſame timehe by his aQtion,and by the light of his face,made them find how 
happily they had been deceived in their belief. I am not,ſaid he, theminiſter of Rox- 
ana's crifelties , and the Gods make uſe of Lyſimachus for more glorious occalions ; 
they, for the higheſt pitch of his felicity,have permitted him to deſtroy your Enemies , 
and have made him able now to give you notice that you are free, and Soveraigns in 
Babylon. The joy of thoſe vertuous Princeſles, at the knowledge , and at the words of 
Lyſimachus, was ſach as in probability it ought to be, for ſo great , and ſo ſudden an 
alteration of their fortune. From a cruel,and,as they believed , an inevitable deaths 
they ſaw themſelves in a moment brought into ſecurity , and into the condition they 
could have wiſh'd ; and they received that office from a Prince whom they infinitely 
eſteem'd, or rather from a Prince whom Pariſatis lov'd as much as ſhe was capable of 
loving : to ſay truth, all their moderation hindred them not from teſtifying their ſatiſ- 
fation, and the Queen, knowing che reſpet her liſter bore her, permitted not a free 
diſcovery of her ſenſe of that adventure, itrove to oblige her to it by her example, and 
caſting her own arm about Lylimachus his neck : "Twas from you, ſaid ſhe, *twas 
trom you indeed we were to hope for our deliverance, and 'twas alſo in your vertue, 
and in the aſſiſtance of the Prince our Brother, that we had grounded our expeRations; 
we owe our lives to you Lylimachns, but beſides the general obligation , Pariſatis 
ought to add this laſt ſervice to thoſe many others whereby you have ſo well deſerved 
her afte&tion. She pull'd him up as ſhe ſpake theſe words , which made the Princeſs 
bluſh, but yet her modeſty could not keep her then from teſtifying her acknowledg- 
ment, and ſhe believed that an engagement of ſuch importance might well diſpence 
wit! her for her ſeverer rules ; ſhe did it by a ſalute,and an embrace full of affetion, 
which ſhe then beſtow'd upon that Prince whom ſhe had never favoured ſo much be- 
fore, and oppoſing the intent he had tocaft him once more at her feet , thathe 
might receive her favours with greater reſpe&t. Generous Lylimachus, ſaid ſhe, I am 
totally your debtor, ſince belides my own life, I owe you that of the Queen my liſter , 
and this laſt ation is of the ſame nature which many others which you have done to 
my advantage;I moſt dearly preſerve the memory of them,and have as great a ſenſe of 
this 
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this laſt as you can dehire, I am then, reptyed Lyſimachus with a ſigh,a great deal more 
happy than-Lhave hoped to be,and the care you took to,conceal your ſelf from me;and 
to keep me from the occalions of ſerving youin a ſeaſon when the ſervices of all thoſe 
that had any fidelity toward you, were no more than neceſſary,had put me into # very 
ill opinion of my fortune, I had reaſons, anſwered the Princeſs , which would per- 
chance be well approved by any other but your ſelf; bur ifT did amiſs irt your 'opinton, 
Ile make amends for my fault, by all the reparations that ſo vertuous, and ſo reaſon- 
able a Prince as Lylimachus will dematid.+ The glad Lyfimachus not being able to ex- 
preſs his joy by his words, contented himbelf ro teſtifie ir by his ations , and putting 
one knee unto the ground, he killed che Princefles hand, with raptures ſuitable to all 
thoſe gallarn proofs he formerly had given her of his paffron. Prolomeus came then 
into-the Chamber, and as he took a very great ſhare m the contentment of his friend, 
he received as'a = one himfelt, in the acknowledgment of ctheſtwo Princefles , and 
they bork aſſured him with afte&ionare ſpeeches, that they were extremely fenfible 
of whar be had done in favour of them. After that firſt diſcourſe, the Princefles en- 
quired concerning, Artaxerxes, Oroondatex, and the general ſtate of their affairs. Ly- 
{1machus told them in a few words, and though by the knowledge of thar happy event, 
he confirmed them in the joy they had conceived for their own liberty, he left them in 
ſome apprehenſion, for the uncertainty of Oroondates his fafety, and for the danger 
of rheir Brother. Let's go ſaid rhe Qyeen to Lylimachus, ler's go and take vnr part in 
the danger which thoſe dear -o_ iti]l are in for our ſake}, and let's no longer ſtay 
ina houſe where we have ſuffered ſo much, and which we have ſo much reaſort to de= 
cett. At theſe words,ſhe gave her hand ro Ptolomeus, and leaving herfliſters ro Lylima- 
chus, went out of the Chamber, and pafled into the Hall, which ſhe found full of dead 
and dying bodies; and where the quaked with horrour at the fight of ſo diſmal a ſpetta- 
cle. The Princefles turned away their eyes, but they mer with the ſame objetts upon 
the ſtairs, and in che Coutt, and in all places found new occalions to abhor Roxana's 
cruelty. : <3 6,2 = 

la Ye mean time, that unfortunate Princeſs was in a condition very different from 
cheirs, and when Lyſimechus and Prolomeus came to relieve the Princefles , her fear 
had made her go up the fairs, where fhe cheri was, to the higheft Rory of the houſe ; 
from thence ſhe had heard the noiſe, from thence ſhe had ſometimes look'd into the 
Court, and from thence,by the words of the vioriousSouldiers, ſhe had learn'd that 
it was by Lyfimachus ler enemies were reſcued, that the Town was taken , and that 
ſhe was upon the point of falling quickly her ſelf into the power of thoſe perſons ſhe 
had ſocruellyanjured, She received not that afſurance without being caft into deſpair, 
and horrour, and the ſolitarineſs of the place where ſhe was; joyned to the remorſe of 
her guilty conſcience, infpired her with the moſt farious thoughts a heart is able to 
conceive, She could not call ro mind the cruetries ſhe had execnred npor the Queen, 
without juftly fearing thoſe puniſhments that were her due ; nor conld fhe dipk her 
ſelf to loſe Oraondates for ever, without defirins the death ſhe was afrard of, What 
ſhall I do, ſaid ſhe, in theſe irrefolations? Shall I give my enemies the farisfa&tion to 
make me fuffer a death I have fo well deferved ? And ſhall I undergo the ſhame they 
are preparing to reward my craelries? Shall I implore the mercy of thoſe I have fo un- 
worthily abuſed, and ſhall I beg my life of my Rival, afrer having aſſaulted hers with 
ſo much inhumanity ? Ah !no Roxana, think not upon that utmott baſenels, after fo 
many others that diſhonour thee : If thy Rival ſhould be generous enough to grant 
thee a pardon which thou haſt fo little merited, wonldft thou receive it from her by gi- 
ving up Oroondates 2? Wouldſt thou live' without that ingratefull cauſe of all thy 
crimes? and could(t thou fee them both conquerors over thoſe crimes that have fo lit- 
tle profited thee? Ah Roxana ! this thought's unworthy of the wife of Alexander, and 
if thou haſt made thy ſelf unworthy ofthat quality, by thy ſhamefull ations , bfor our 
the ſhame of thy life, by a death full of reſolatforr. Die, miſerable woman, bur die by 
thine own aſſiſtance, without ſtanding inneed t6 bes that of thine enemies. She then 
bezan toconſider which way ſhe might kill her ſelf, not having any weapon that could 


ferve her for that purpoſe :' She' was in a high Gallery that look'd into the” Courr, 
£ which 
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which ſhe ſaw full of men ſlain for her quarrel , and *rwas from thence the thought 
ſhe might eaſily find her death, by throwing her ſelf headlong into the Court, where, 


in regard of the height, and the hardneſs of the pavement, ſhe muſt needs in probabi- F 


liry be daſht in pieces. Already had ſhe given her ſelf over to that reſolution,and was 
preparing to execute it, when ſhe remembred her great belly, and the Child of ſo 
reat a Father which ſhe carried in her womb. That conlideration Raid her at the 
hy and drew tears immediately after from her eyes. Ah! wretched mothercried ſhe, 
wilt thou deſtroy a Son of Alexander's? and ſhall this only pledge thou. haſt left of the 
affeion of the greateſt man that ever was, periſh for the exptation of. thy offences ? 
This unfortunate Child of ſo glorious a Father, is innocent of all thy crimes, and thou 
wert more cruel than Medea, if thou thy ſelf ſhould ſacrifice him to thy ill fortune. 
This thought bred ſuch a tenderneſs in her heart, that ſhe remained a good while un- 
able to get out a word, and exprefled her compaſſionate yearnings only by her tears. 
At laſt, by the force of her deſpair, ſhe baniſhed thoſe irreſolutions, which ſeemed to 
precipitate her a freſh into her miſeries, and breakin forth again in ſighs. Ah ! my 
poor child, continued ſhe, why cannot I divide my lite from thine , and give death to 
ouilty Roxana, without killing the innocent Son of Alexander ? Pardon me, moſt pre- 
cious bloud of the Gods, the inhumanity which-my cruel fate compels me to commit 
againſt thee ; peradventure alſo thy. life would have been very difterent from thy Fa- 
ther's, and that thou would(t have leſs inherited his vertues, than thy mothers vices. 
Then did ſhe again draw near that fatal window, which ſhe had deſtined for the exe- 
cution of her deſpair, and caſting her eyes into the Court , ſhe upon the loweſt ſteps 
of the ſtairs without, ſaw the fair Queen her Rival, who, with the Princeſs her ſiſter, 
Lylimachus and Ptolomeus, was going away from that deteſted houſe. That ſight 
redoubled her tranſported.fury , and notþeing able to maſter it: Statira, cried ſhe, 
Statira, hearken to the laſt words, and behold the laſt ations of Roxana. The Queen 
and thoſe that were in her company, calt up their eyes toward that call, and Roxana 
no ſooner perceived that ſhe was ſeen and heard, but railing her voice according to 
the diſtance ; I will not ask the pardon, went ſhe on, for the wrongs I have done thee, 
they are of a nature not to hope for any, & I have been too bold in committing crimes, 
to be ſo meanly ſpirited as to repent them. I delire no mercy of thee for my life, tri- 
umph therefore both over it, and over my ll fortune,{ince the Gods permit thee ſo to 
do ; enjoy thoſe felicities with Oroondates, which I in vain have ſo much. oppoſed : 
I will not envy them, being I ſhall not ſee them , and that now I am upon the point, 
by throwing my ſelf —_ at thy feet, to give thee as full a revenge upon thine e- 
nemy, as thou thy ſelf know'it how to wiſh, For thy moreperfe& ſatisfaion, I ſacri- 
fice to thee this Son of Alexander's,but by the memory of that great man who was our 
common husband, and who ought to be held in veneration by us both, defend my bo- 
dy fram the abuſes that may be offered it ; afford it the honour of Burialz and if I may 
be ſaffered to demand it, atcer the injuries I have done his memory, give leave that it 
may reſt in the ſame Tomb with Alexander's. As Roxana ended thefe words, ſhe put 
her hands upon.the window, and was getting. up to caſt her ſelf down into -the Court z 
when the Queen,whom thgt pittiful adventure had very deeply touch'd;deliring to op» 
poſe that cruel effeR of her deſpair, cried, Hold Roxana, hold, I conjure thee by the 
memory of Alexander. Roxana, who by reaſon of the height of the window, and her 
own unweildineſs,had much ado to raiſe. her ſelf for the execution of her delign,defer'd 
ita while at theſe words, and was content to prolong her life for a few moments , to 
hear what her Rival had to ſay to her. ; When the Queen ſaw ſhe lent her ſome atten« 
tion ; Roxana, continued ſhe, as thou deſireſt: the mercy of the Gods, envy me not 


the glory which they grant me, if thon oppoſe it not by a laſt effe of ctrelty: *tis - 


true, thou haſt done me many injuries, but I ngive them all, in conſideration of thy 
love, and of thy preſent eſtate ; and though neither were ſufficient toplead for them, 


remember that I ow thee the life of Oroondates, and that what thou d1dft for hispres 
ſervation, is of power enough in me to efface the memory:gf far more, cruel, wrongs + 
it thou wilt give me. any reparation, do nothing elſe but liveto ſatisfie tne ; That's all 
I now deſire of thee;neither do 1I pretend toany right over thy liberty,or over the Em- 

pire 


, 
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pire of thatSon whom thouwouldit murther-with thy ſelf,nor ſhalt thou receive ſo much 
as a reproach from me that can diſoblige thee. Theſe Teſtimonies of Statira's good- 
neſs rouch'd Roxana with a true repentance ; but then ſhe found her ſelf more Suilty * 
chan before, afid remorſe of P_—_ tormenting her with greater violence, confirm- 

ed her more and more inthereſolution of dying. I am unworthy , cried ſhe, of the 
mercy thou offere(t me,and thou redoubleſt my deſpair,by this knonledge of thy good- 
neſs ; but thou ſhalt not ſee thatFÞle abuſe it, nor will I receive my life from thee, af- 
er having perſecuted thine with cruelties which make my death moſt dreadfull to me. 
As ſhe ended theſe words , ſhe ſtrove to get upon the Window, and raiſed her ſelf 
with ſo much force, that one part of her being already wtihout, would have pull'd the 
other after it by it's weight, if at the ſame inſtant ſhe had nor been ſeiz'd upon be- 
hind, and ſeiz'd with ſo ſtrong a hand, that her body,which before was equally ballau- 


had nothing in them ofan Foy | | 4 the, | 

nion you had of my cruelty, than by all your former ations ;;a0d if you ere not e- 

nough afflited already, I ſho Id complain of the injury yay baye done me » in prefer- 
etna you ceale 


you, and 
death. 
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ſeiz'dupon by his Enemies, and after having loſt part of his men againſt them, he had 
been up and Lon t many other places, and every where had found his Foes ViRori- 
ous. He had feen death wandring about on every lide, confulion, diſogder, and cruelty 
reigningin all the ſtreets of Babylon. He had heard the groans of dying men, the 
cries and Jamentationsof tender Mothers, Children, and weak old men, and every 
where had met with dreadfull pi&ures of horrible deſolation. He often had broke in 
apon his Enemies, but had ftill come off again with loſs , till he arrived at the place 
where the unfortunate Perdiccas had loſt his life , Then by the knowledge of his Bro- 
ther's death, he had baniſhed all the deſire he before had had to live, and ſeeking no- 
thing but an occaſion of dying honourably,he believ'd he could not do it better thanin 
the preſence of his Princeſs whom he had abandoned,and to whom he thought he ow- 
ed the lateſt moments of his life. With this belief, forcing all the obſtacles chat were in 
his paſſage, he was come back again to that houſe, where he had fallen ſo fiercely upon 
'Lyl1machus his Souldiers , that at the firſt he had laid many of them dead upon the 
round.” Lyſimachus,being come to their relief, no ſooner knew him, but deliring to 
iſcover who he was: Alcetas, cried he, behold Lyſimachus, turn thy ſword againit 
him alone; and let's diſpute this laſt time for Pariſatis. Alcetas ſtaid not for a ſecond 
cha » but receiving his Rival with a furious cry, he ran to meet him with.an im- 
$ as great as his ; all their men afforded them paſlage, and they cloſed in 

ighe of either party, though,ſo unluckily for Alceras, that having burt Lyſimachus but 
lightly in the left hand, Lyſimachus his ſword found the defe& of his Arms , and ran 
'through-his body to the very Hile. Alcetas fell dead with that lmgle thruſt, and yield- 
ed up Parifatis,with his lite, unto his Rival, All his ſouldiers ſought death by his ex- 
ample, and were going perhaps to find it amongſt Enemies grown cruel by bloud and 
laughter,” when Prince 'Oroondates, Artaxerxes, Orontes and Thaleftris, with their 
Companions,came all together to that place. They had cutin pieces whatſoever had 
made then'any reſiſtance, and at the ſame time Oxyartes, Craterus, Antigonus, Leo- 
natus,Eumehes,and LF OLyPerenon had made themſelves Maſters of all the ſeveral quar- 
ters of the Toy”; alf thoſe hat Hay been obſtinate,_ in making oppolition , were pyt 
6very mani efword; and Peu as,who had gotten ſome of the Citizens to take 
Arms; traying'ſeen a good number of rhem'ſlain, was conſtrained to ask quarter for the 
reſt, andto yietd himfelf tg the diſcretion of Prince Oxyartes. The Conquerors liad 
promiſed the Tnhabirants their lives, but they had found it very difficult to take off 
che Souldiets, whom defire of Pillageprecipitated thronging into every houſe , ayd at 
firſt they .coArthiahty 2 lirtle obedience | them, but in the end they had fo 
carefully endegvoured it, knowing how much they ſhould oblige Prince Artaxerxes by 
ſpating the blond of the old Subje&ts of his Family, rharthey had ſaved all them that 
eſcaped from the firſt fury of their men, and after having niade themſelves Ma- 
ſters of all places, where they could any reſiſtance, they had drawn up a great 
part of their Forces imder thicir ſeveral Standards and Colours. Thus the moR Rately 
Townin'all the world was taken , and that proud, City which might have held out 
whole years gp a world of Enemies, ſaw it ſelf . (contrary to all humane appear- 
ance)” brought in ſubje&ian in half a day, by the imprudent and blind Difſention of 
its Defendamy : Yer was it happy in its misfortiine une , tince the Conquerors uſed their 
Vitory with moderation, not detaci ee bob its Petulies and waſhing off the faults 
of its Commanders a grear deal more with the bloid” of ftrangers, than of its. Citi- 
2ens. While ſome e great Pririces were bulie. in that empſoyment , they, in 
whom the iptereſts of love were the moſt powerfull, had affairs of a. different nature 
co take them, bp. Atcetas wasno ſooner killed with patr.of his men, and the reſt fled 
quitting the place and Yr! to theit"Enetrtiies , but Oroondates, drawing near to 
conquering Lylimachus, teſtified by his, joy,and by his endearments,how much he was 
concerned ity his good ſucceſs; and Lyſimachus having at the fame time told him of 
the liberry of ther or ag of Roxana's repentance, andof the Queens goodneſs to- 
ward her, raviſhed his heart with an exceſs of contentment. He hardly itajd ,the end 


of his Diſcourſe(while his ions appeaſed the reft of the diſorder, and ſaved the 
lives of thoſe miſerable Wret that ' 


mplored their mercy) but burning with impa- 
tiency 
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tiency to ſee his Princeſs free, he ran immediately 'to that houſe, andiwent to find 
her in her Chamber, whither ſhe was retired with the Princeſs her Siſter, and Qveen 
Roxana, under the Guard of Ptolomeus,with a 900d number of Souldiers. Oroondates 
had no ſooner calt his eyes upon her, but unarmivg his lieadz hechrew himſelt ar her 
jeer, and embraced her knees, :with tranſports that were peculiar oaly to his paſſion. 
The Queen, who was ſeized with joy as much as he, embraced him alſo with mocions 
little different from his,and Roxana,during that-a&tion,not being able to conquer hers, 
notwithſtanding all the violence ſhe uſed to do ſa;was like to have fallen dead,through 
an extremity of grief and jealoulie. Yer had ſhe this advantage at leaſt, that her 
actions were but little takennotice of,and all the perſons there preſent,were ſufficiently 
imployed,withoat ſuffering their.-thoughts co come-beyond the limits of rheir particular 
intereſts, or beyond the expreſſions ot their own ſatisfation. You are at liberty, my 
adored Queen, ſaid glad Oroondates, and I am now permitted to ſee you, our of 
Perdiccas his power. You have triumphed over your misfortunes, by your Vertue 
alone, and have made Oroondatses triumph over his miſeries by your goodneſs. How 
lorious is he now, and how great an obligation has he toall theſe crofles, by which 
he has been able to find you had not forgotten him 2? all the affliftions he hath ſuffer'd, 
ought in his elteem to be accounted bleftings, lince by their means he harh obtained 
this knowledge of your goodneſs. He uttered many other ſuch like Speeches, disjoynt- 
ed through the exceſs of his contentment, and the Queen anſwered him with a ſweer- 
neſs full of Majeſty. Yes, my dear Prince, I now at lait am free, after having endured 
ſo many miſeries; but,by your example,my ſufferings are dearer to me than niy liber- 
ty, ſince you,by them; have ſeen that I was not 7 to your aftection ; yer ſet not 
too high a value upon a Fortune you have well deſerved ; I'owed you a great deal 
more than one ſingle life, and if the Gods bad given'rtie many, I would have facrificed 
them all to ſo precious a remembrance; They had ſaid more to one another, if 
Oroondatey, —_— eſpied Roxana, had not thought himſelf obliged in generolity to 
give her ſome conſolation ;.but before he went to do ſo, he commended the Queens 
goodneſs to her, and thanked her for it,in tearms that made Roxanaſee how miich he 
was intereſfſed in her ſafety. She was withdrawn to a windowwith-Prolomeas, where, 
holding a handkerchief at her eyes,ſhe wiped away the tears her ſorrow caſed her to 
ſhed, and Oroondates, going to ber, had no ſooner dpened his mouth to comfort her, 
bur ſhe prevented himzand looking upon him witheyes,whicti,for all they were watry 
ſources, might haye . ſhot fire into any other heart but his : Remember, ſaid ſhe, 
that you have received yourlife from: me to ddy, as well as I received mine from the 
Queen,and that you oughtnot to aggravate my ſorrows by your preſence,nor by your 
diſcourſe, ſeeing fate hath hapned contrary to expeRation : As you reſpett the Gods, 
rmit me to avoid them, and itnot being poſſible tor me to hate you, be pleaſed that 
po never ſee you more. The Prince was touched a little with theſe words, and 
being unwilling to trouble her, he only ſaid, as he retired ; It is nt my intentions 
Madam, to redouble your diſcontents, nor to diſavow the obligation I have to you ; I 
ſhould have periſhed, had it not been for your aſfiſtances but I am no way infen(ible of 
that good turn, and inſtead of aggravating your forrews, Iwiſh I were able with part 
of my life, to contribute toward your conſolation : Inthe mean while, if my preſence 
be troubleſome to you, 1'l withdraw my ſelf, and if all theſe 6bjeQts be unpteaſing; 
H.tell you, with the Queens permiſſion, that you may return” when you will unto the 
Palace, and take your Lodging.there again, with all the liberty, and all the Authority 
you were wont to have. The Queen confirmedthis offer of the Princes,with words full 
of civility to Roxana z and that aflited Lady, deſiring nothing ſo much as retirement 
and ſolitarineſs, accepted the favour that was done hery and-after having given t 

Queen thanks for it, -wegt out of the Chamber, and fo out of the Houſe, under the 
condutt of Ptolomeus, who took the care to-wait upon her. She was but newly gone 
away, when Prince Artaxerxes,Lylimachus, Seleucus, the fair Thaleſtris, —_——__ 
Demetrius, came in together. At (ight of that dear Brother, the great Pri of 
PerGa.ran to him,quite tranſported, and —— into his Arms, bedewed 
his face with tears,which a tender m_—_ drew from their lovely eyes immediately. 
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After having bewailed him eight whole Years,during which, all the Accidents of their 
lives had ſcarcely been able to divert chem now and then from the ſorrow they had felt 
for his ſuppoſed death,they had recovered him contrary to all their hopes,and though 
they ſaw him develted of the Titles he had loſt with his Father's Empire,they conlider- 
ed him as a Priuce of as fair a Reputation as any in che World,and one, whoſe gllanc 
ARtions might repair his loſles with advantage. At their former Encoumer,wher upon 
the banks of Euphrates, he had reſcued the Queen our of Perdiccas his hands,” and 
fought againſt his men for the liberty of Pariſaris, the Queen had had the happineſs to 
imbrace him; and to enjoy his converſation a few moments, but Pariſatis had not 
ſeen his face till then, and *twas only by the Queens Diſcourſe, and:the Relation of 
Oroondates, that ſhe had learn'd he was alive, and heard ſome part of his adventures ; 
wherefore ſhe now engroſs'd him from the Queen, and held him in her arms ſo long, 
as if ſhe meant to repair that diſadvantage. = | 

None of the company could behold the illuſtrious family of Darius in that condition, 
without an extraordinary tenderneſs, nor was there one of all thoſe that were preſent, 
but appear'd molt ſenlibly concern'd in that alteration: of their fortune, The Queen 
was hardly gotten looſe from her Brother's arms, when, with aſtoniſhment, ſhe ſaw 
her ſelf in the chaſe of an armed man, who embracing and kiſſing her, ſurprized her, 
and-made her bluſh at his familiarity ; but Prince Oroondates took away her ſcruples, 
by making known that Warriour tobe the fair Amazone Queen,. whoſe ſex allowed 
her reiviiedges that were denied unto her habit. [The Queen was not ignorant of 
Thaleftris's Reputation, and having heard, ſhe fought her Quarrel, had bred a very 
great affection toward her,wherefore ſhe then gave all the Teſtimonies of it that could 
be delired;and after having held her long between her arms,ſhe prais'd her vertue,and 
returned thanks for the affiltance wherewith ſhe had favoured her, in fach noble and 
ovliging tearms;that ſhe inſtantly won thE heart of the fair Amazone, and made her to 
approve of all thoſe pains Oroondates had undergone for a Princeſs ſo worthy of his 
affection. Orontes, whom the Prince of Scythia preſented to the Queen, was received 
by her,with thoſe kindnefſes that were due to his vertue, and. to his near-alliance to 
Oroondates ; and the Queenccould not remember that name of Orontes, under which 
her Prince had lived fo long in her Father's Court, without calling to mind the former 
ations of his life. When theſe pgrſons, who were before unknown,had receivedfrom 
the two Princefles, what they believed their dye after that knowledge, they turned 
all together toward Seleucus, and call'd him cheir Deliverer, with Acclamations full 
of acknowledgment. Oroondates offered him his life, which he confeſſed he owed to 
him ; the Queeg,and the Princeſs her Siſter, _ themſelves indebted to him for 
theirs. Artaxerxes,interefled by the ſafety of his dear Brother, and by that of his dear 
Siſters,and Lylimachusgby that of his Princeſs,could not worthily enough expreſs their 
ſenſe of ſo high an obligation,and all of them extoll'd it,and the vertue of their defend- 
er, with prayſes which his Modeſty could not ſuffer. He diſ-engaged himſelf as well 
as poſſibly he could, from thoſe civilities wherewith he was in a manner overwhelm'd, 
and deſirous to ſtop the curgent of them ; Nearchus and I, ſaid he, have dorie nothing 
to which we were not top, powerfully obliged ; the uſage we had received from our 
Friends, and from our Enemies, did: with a great deal of juſtice make them change 
thoſe qualities in our Opinions, and unleſs we would have been the baſeit men in the 
world on could not ſuffer the greateſt, and moft conliderable'perſons of it, to periſh 

0 unjuſtly, 

That which gave the liberty of this Converſation to thoſe illaſtrious Princes,was the 
confidence they had intheir companions,whoin the mean while appeas'd the ſlaughter, 
pillage, anddiforder, and ſettled all parts of the Town in as much quietneſs as could 

poſſible; but-that day wherein ſo many memorable things had happened, was now 
ready to give place to darkneſs, and the Princes thought not fit that the Queen ſhould 
Ray any longer that houſe all full of blond, and of dead bodies. The Palace which 
was of receipt ſufhcient to lodg them all commodiouſly, though they left Roxana 
her quarter free, was likewiſe in a horrible condition, and while the bodies were 
removed, and the blood waſh'd away, they reſolved to paſs that night at ys =” 
honſe, 
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houſe, which was fair and ſpacious, and.had very conyenient lodgings In the mean 
time, they took care to fetch the Princeſles, Berenice, Neidamia, Barſina, and their 
companions,who had {taid.in the camp,under the guard of Artabaſns,and his ſons,with 
lix thouſang men, and, four thouſand: Amazones ; and rhe Queen, who had a longing 
impatience to ſee them,and who knew what was due to their quality,wonld needs have 
gone to the Gates to meet them; but Prince Oroondates hindred her from doing thar 
konour to his Siſter, by repreſenting,that in the condition the City was at that time;ic 
could not but be very incommodious to her, and that ſhe might lawfully be diſpenced 
with for ſo great a trouble. Prince Artaxerxes, envying that- any.other ſhould have 
the glory tg ſerve Berenice, would, by all meays, take that employment himſelf, and 
went thicher, accompanied by the Prince of the Maflagetes, aud by Demetrius, who 
oladly did the ſame office to Deidamia. The Queen, having croſs'd the ſtreets, where 
ſhe found the ſame objetts of pirty ſhe had ſeen in her own Lodging, came to that of 
" Sadoncis cal hepaying ber tho honours lie, was obliged to in that place, waited upon 
her,with a greatdeal of civility,toa,very fair Chamber,cauſing others ro be made reas 
dy for the Princeſſes, and. for; the Princes of;Perlia and Scyrhia, being they alſo had 
room enough to lie there withont incommadating the Ladies ; all the other Princes 
went Cirher to their former lodgings, orelſe tothoſe of their ſeveral friends. The 
Queen was bardlyin her Chamber, when ſhe was viſited by Oxyartes, Eumenes, Anti- 
gonus, Nearchos,Craterus,Leonatus,and Polyperchon ; ſhe rendred to the Prince het 
Linkle,whatſoever the conlideration of his nearneſs in bland, of his vertue, and of his 
ſervices, could require from her in alike occalion, ſhe received thoſe that came in his 
company, with all the acknowledgement aud civility he owed them, bnt ſhe forgot 
not to ſhew the ſame ſenſe of her obligation to-Nearchus, ſhe had done before to 
Seleucus, (ince her ngagement to them both was equal;:and in that aQion, Prince 
Oroondartes ſeconded her, proteſting ro Nearchus, that fox his ſervice, hewould be 
ever ready tolay down that life which he had acquired tohimM@f, by having ſo vali- 
antly preſerved it. | | TT WIEOH «. O05! 
Darkneſs had already begun to overſpread the face of the Earth, when,by the light 
of many torches,the fairPrinceſsof Scythia,ander the condut of her dear Arſaces,the 
Princeſs of Epirus, under that of amorous Demetrius, Barſina-and her lifters, under 
that of their Father and Brothers,with Cleone,and the other Ladies,came all together 
ro Seleucus his houſe. The, Queen, who.had notice of it, went.out of Her Chamber, 
with the Princeſs her liſter,aud met them upon the top of the airs; Statira and Bere- 
nice were both enflamed with an equal dehre to ſee: the liſters of Oroondates and 
Artaxerxes ; to both theſe Princeſles their Brothers were ſo dear, that they could not 
without a moſt affectionate impariency, expe the light of what they lovedyand in the g 
perſons of, thofe their Brothers loved, they alſo mer the! Siſters of thoſe they loved 
chemſelves. They found this double ſatisfaRion in that interview, which was lighted 
with torches enow, to diſcover their admirable _— mutually to one another ; it 
inſtantly produced a reciprocal effe& in the minds of thoſe two great Princeſſes, and 
they beheld each other a good while, with an intentiveneſs that ſuſpended both their 
adion and their diſcourſe. InBerenices face there was more ſweetneſs, but'more ma- 
jelty in Statira's ; yet in that difference, Statira's Majeſty was ſo ſweet, and Berenices 
ſweetneſs ſo Majeltick, that all the other beauties in the world could not have ſhewn 
ſo great a ſweetneſs, and ſo great a Majeftytogether.. After they had ſpent ſome mi- 
nutes in their equal aſtoniſhnient, O Gods tcry'd Berenice firſt, how glorioufly has my 
brother imploy'd his life? And how happily,added theQueen,did& mine recover his,lince 
he recovered it for you? They had not ſpoke theſe words,e're they were cloſely link'd 
in moſt affe&ionate embraces, in which they could have contirued whole hours toge- 
therzif Pariſatis, as ſiſter to Artaxerxes, had notcfaimed her ſhare in Berenicez ghd if 
Barlina had not interrupted Berenice, to have her part in the kindneſſes of that vertu- 
ous Queen whom ſhe ſo extremely loved,and to-whom ſhe was ſodear.Theywerenei- 
ther of them fruſtrated of their delires, for» while Berepice and Pariſatiy exprefled 
their endearments to one another, as Siſters,in whom friendſhip had beenlong'confir- 
ined, Barlina was in the Queens arms, who forgor not any thing that could tnake = 
ee 
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ſee the had preſerved her —_— to her molt intirely.Ah my dear Barſina!ſaid ſhe, 
and where were you, during all theſe misfortunes, wherewitk the Gods have afflicted 
me ſince our ſeparation? and why did you forſake me in a time when your conſolations 
- would have been ſo ſweet ? Barlina hearkened to theſe words with rears of joy, and 
was going to make reply, when Deidamia hindered her : The Queen and her (iſter 
rendredto that fair Princeſs ( who was already known to them by the report of 
Oroondates) whatſoever was due to her bitth,and to the merit of her Perſon:and after 
her,Cleone;caſting her ſelfat the feet of her good Miſtreſs,was very much made of by 
her, in a molt dear, and obliging manner; the Princes of Perlia and Scythia,who were 
preſerit at the ations of their liſters,and of their Miſtreſſes,look'd on with raviſhments 
of joy,and with the moſt _ ſatisfaQtions they had ever wiſhed. But Oroondates, 
whoſe captivity had coſt Berenice and Barlina ſo many tears,challenged his place next 
after the Betncadfos, and in the arms of that dear Siſter,and of that dear friend;reteived 
the teſtimonies of an exceſſive gladneſs, which ſucceeded A -moſt violent ſorrow. It 
would be hard to repeat all the Diſcourſes which paſſed at the ſame time amongft ſo 
many fair, and illuſtriqus perſons.; all that ever Friendſhi P, Or __— at any time 
ſuggeſted,was put in practice then in-that Aſembly;and in the endyatter a contettation 
of mutual reſpeR, the Princeſs, Berenice was conſtrained to ſuffer the Queen to 
condu& her to the lodging that wis prepared for her, while Pariſatis did the ſame to 
Deidamia. Being come to Berenice's Chamber, theſe two Princeſſes fell afreſh into 
Diſcourſes and ations, that ſavoured more of an ancient friendſhip, than of an affe- 
Qion then taking birth. = WEE 
But Prince Oroondates, ſeeing them in the condition he had ſo much deſired, began 
to think of ſome light wounds he had received, which did a little pain him, and being 
retired privately to his Chamberzhe went to bed,by the advice of his Phyſicians,while 
Seleucusg who was in the like condition, did the ſame  '6f all the other mm only 
Craterus and Antigonus were wounded, but their hurts were very incoiiliderable. 
Thoſe of Oroondates would have diſturbed the joy of the Princeſles, if they that had 
ſearched them had not preſently brought word, that they were neither ſo dangerous, 
not ſo great;as to keep him in bed above two dayes.All that good Company paſled the 
Evening in his Chamber, there it was,that by the Counſel of Artaxerxers,theQueen 
was yn to preſent Theodates to him, and inform him of the King his Father's 
death. The Prince of Perſia took the ſame care with Betenice, and though that news 
nn her at firſt into an extremity of ſorrow, _ by little and little to receive 
ome abatement, by that Prince's conſolations.Oroondates received Theodates, rather 
as his Brother than his SubjeR, and the remembrance of what he had done for Arta- 
xerxes,made his preſence ſo dear to him, that he knew not how ſufficiently to expreſs 
his affeRion toward him : But when he asked him the cauſe of his coming; the Queen, 
after having prepared him, by her Diſcourſe, for the news ſhe meant to tell him, did 
at lat acquit her ſelf of the Commiſſion the Company had given her. Oroondates 
was as deeply touched, as could be expeRted from ſo excellent a Nature, and the 
remembrance of the ill uſage he had receiv'd from his Fathet, was not capable to 
blot out that of his birth and Education; nor thoſe 'ChataRers of affeion which 
neceſſity of bloud had engraven in his heart: He wept upon ſo joyful a day,and made 
complaints that mollified thoſe that were leaſt concern'd in all the company ; but in 
fine; he had too great a courage to link under that affliion, after having ſupported ſo 
many others, too.much moderation, not to give ear to reaſon in that aftion, and too 
perfect a gmiencs the Queens will, to receive her conſolations without effect ; 
when the firlt violence of his grief was appeaſed, that fair Company, leaving him to 
the care of his faithful Araxes, went out of his Chamber,and withdrew to their feveral 
Ry to take the tepoſe that was necefary for them, after a day of ſogreat toyl 

a er. 
The next morning, by the endeavours of Oxyartes, Ptolomeus, Eumenes,Nearchus, 
and Polyperchgn, all things were fully quieted in Babylon, the Citizens were ſettled 
again intheir Houſes; the wounded of each party received all needful affiltance, and 
dead bodies were cartied in a great number of Carts out of the City ts be butnt, 
ExCept 
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except thoſe whom their Kindred or Friends had fetch'd away to give them burial. The 
bodies of Perdiccas, Alcetas, Iolas, Ariſton and his Son, were taken up with tionour ; 
and among the dead were alſo found Neoptolemus, Antigenes, and Teutamus grievou- 
fly wounded, yer did not the Chyrurgians deſpair of their recovery. Caſlander, Peu- 
ceſtas,and Andiagoras were Priſoners, and kept with a ſtrong Guard. The obligation 
which they who were moſt concern'd had to Seleucus and Neatchus, had wrought ſo 
far upon ther, that they left not only the Princefles, but even alt Babylon to their ab- 
ſolute diſpoſal; and m_ they with much ſubmiſſion reſigned all up to the Queen, 
and upon her refuſal to thePrinces of Perlia and Scythiazthey prefled it back upon him 
ſo earneſtly, that Seleucfis was at laſt conſtrained to ſubmit unto their will , rather to 
eaſe them of the trouble that care would have obliged them to, than to draw any ad- 
vantage by it to himſelf : Yet did he not do any thing but by the motion of all the reſt; 
and as for what concern'd the Priſoners, he preſently freed Peuceſtas » whom he had 
known to be an honeit man, and far from having the ill intentions of thoſe to whom he 
had adhered. Andiagoras alſo had his liberty, yer becauſe he was a Perſian, and chat 
without any reaſon he had followed the Party of ſtrangers againſt the Children of Da- 
rius, to whom he was born a SubjeRt, and from whom he had received many prefer- 
ments, neither the Princes nor the Princeſles would ſee him; and Arſaces ſwore, that 
aſloon as he was in a condition to attempt the recovery of part of what he had loſt, 
he ſhould be the firſt man whoſe Territories he would invade. They promiſed libet- 
ty to Neoptolemus, Antigenes, and Teutamus, aſſoon as they ſhould be able to thake 
uſe of it ; but Antigenes and Teutamus, by the Queens command, were nſed like Andi- 
agoras, for haying followed Perdiccas in his inteation to kill Oroondates. Only Caſ- 
ſander wasRill.in hold, and the Widow of Alexander the great, notwithſtanding all ber 
gopdnels aud generolity, could not handſomly conſent he ſhould be ſer at liberty,after 
the accuſations that had been-caſt ypor hintof having poiſoned the Ki her husband. 
Her reſentment was approved by all the world, 'but by good chance for Caflander, 
Antigons his two Souldiers, that were his Accuſers, had been flairf before that time, 
and they had nothing keſ againſt him but conjeures , Ree hn not ſufficient to 

ove him guilty. This was it that did the more encourage » who had been hjs 

riend, and upon whoſe promiſe he had yielded, to intercede in his behalf : The Atna- 
zon Quee:n,out of compar uſed all her power to ſecond him, and they both of 
them had-ſo much'with thoſe perſons who had greateſtintereſt in the bulineſs, that 
Seleucus,in conlideration of his antient friend ip with Caſlander , being joyned with 
them ar laſt in the ſame _— and having help'd them to ſallicite thoſe who had too 
freſh an obligation to refuſe hint any thing, they in the end obtained the pardon of 
that unworthy man, upon condition he ſhould not come into their ſight , and that _ he 
ſhould depart that very day from Babylon with all his retire, not ſtaying a minyte in 
thoſe Countries where they had any - Thus did Caffatider receive his liberty, 
and went from Babylon with this ſatisfaQon, that Oroondates would not take Roxana 
from him, and that, by the troubles he would raiſe in Greece, he might bring her more 
than ever, into a condition either to delire his friendſhip, or to fear his power. Inthe 
mean while, by thecare of Peuceſtas, and of Seleucus hingſelf, Perdiccas and his Bro- 
ther were interred with Honours ſuitable'to their qualiry ; but Queen Statira who had 
not yet had time to pay thoſe Funeral Rites ſhe owed unto the King her Husband, did 
then perform them wirb as many tears as his Ghoſt could require from ber affeion, 
and with all the potnp that could be imagined: All the Princes afliſted in that ſolemn 
ARtion, and after that memorable Ceremony was over, the Queen took order to have 
the body of that Great King removed according to his laſt intention,and the laſt com- 
mands he had given, unto the new City of Alexandria, which was under the Domini- 
on of Prolomeus, iy vhs | 

our or five days were ſpent in theſe general employments, which have'diverted 

usfrom the recital of particular ones, during which, Oroondates was cured of his 
wounds, and Babylon was ſerled again in a condition little different from that it was 
in before the ſiege. The Forces were drawn out of it by order from the Commanders 
in Thief, and none kept in the Town but thoſe that were neceſlary, the reſt marching 


away 
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away toward their ſeveral Countries. Roxana had obtained from the Queen that none 
ſhould vilit her but thoſe ſhe was delirous to see ; and though many would have gone 
ro her out of curiolity, yet did they bear her ſo much reſpect, as not ro make her ſuffer 
viiits which ſhe would have been troubled to receive, and ſhe had pafled that time in 
a melaacholy and'diſcontented ſolitarinefs. When ſhe ſaw all things peaceable in Ba- 
bylon, and that the Queen, to whom all the Princes ſubmitted themſelves as to their 
Sovereign, had time to hearken to her ropolition, ſhe entreated Ptolomeus, who had 
been always very ready toſerve her, that he would do her the favour to ſpeak to her, 
and know if ſhe would uot permit her to retire to Queen Qlympias her Mother in 
Law, into Macedonia, which of right belonged to theChild that ſhould be born of her, 
if it pleaſed the Gods to let her ſee that day. 

Prolomeus made that motion to the Queen, who, afrer ſhe had lent him favourable 
attention, and demanded time to ask advice of all the Princes, before ſhe gave her an- 
{wer: You may tell Roxang, if you pleaſe, ſaid ſhe, that I will not diſpute for Macedo- 
nia againſt the child ſhe now goes with by Alexander, and that 1 quit all the preten- 
ſions to her, w hich with ſome p_—_— I might have upan that Kingdom ; that ſhe 
may g0 and take poſſeſſion of it when ſhe will ; and that inſtead of hindring her in that 
deſign, we ſhall be ready to aſſiſt her in wharſoever ſhe ſhall deſire ofus ; bur I could 
wiſh ſhe would ſtay tolie in here, and that ſhe would not go in a condition wherein 
ſhe cannot,without a great deal of danger, expoſe her ſelf to ſo long a journey.Roxana 
by this meſſage from Statira, and the care ſhe took of her health , came to a perfect 
knowledge of her admirable goodneſs, and abſolutley loſt all thoſe reſentments ſhe 
might have had againt a Rival that deprived ber of all her joy, yer could ſhe not be 

rſwaded to expect her utmoſt diſcontent in Babylon , and rather choſe to hazard 
2s child's life,and her own alſo,than to ftay longer in a place where ſhe believed ſhe 
ſhould ſhortly ſee Oroondates married to the Queen. That thought alone made her 
heart to tremble, and ſhe would certainly have kil'd ber ſelf, if ſhe had had no other 
way toavoid that unplealing ſpeRacle. She therefore got the Queen to be againin- 
created to give way that ſhe might depart the next morning ; whereupon that obliging 
Princeſs, w © was unwilling to conſtrain her, ſent her word ſhe had tull liberty to do 
what ſhe pleaſed her ſelf. Roxana being no longer able, to look upon Babylon but with 
horror,afrer having onfe prayedPtolomeuzto ask theQueen pardon, if the fear ſhe had 
to preſent her ſelf agaih befor,eherswhom ſhe had ſo cruelly offended,made her depart 
without ſeeing her; and to teſtifie, in her behalf, that the ſenſe ſhe had of her __ 
obliged her to wiſh her all manner of proſperity, hep her journy the day following, 
and took her way toward Macedonia, under the condu&t of Penceftas and Andiagoras, 
who would needs wait upon her with three thouſand men that were left of thoſe they 
had commanded, and two thouſand Macedonians, whom Seleucus permitted to return 
into their Countrey. we Np: _e | 
 Thelaſt ations of Roxana had caus'd ſo general ah averſion againſt her , that very 
few were ſorry for her departure, and King Oroondates,who was better ſatisfied with 
it than all the reſt, began to breathe with greater liberty. All things being then ſetled 
pencerdly in Babylon, 'twas only Love that made wat there ;. arid the wounds which 

e had given were not heal'd up like thoſe that had been received in the late occaſions. 
Oroondates angllhet in flames at the 5 pry feet, not knowing how to be ſecured a- 
ew her ſcruples, after the cauſe ſhe had given him to fear them; in all that had be- 

allen him ſince the death of Alexander,Arſaces lived.in a little 'berter affuratice with 
Berenice, and was hardly in any doubt at To eabing his fottune. Lyſitmachus 
was more uncertain by reaſon of Patiſatis's humour, thoug he began to find, by many 
ſigns,that ſhe really loy'd him. Orontes was the beſt ſatisfied of them all , and kiiow- 
ing his fair Queens affeion, his impatiency alone cauſed the greateſt part of his diſ- 
contents. Oxyartes was int good hope of Barſina, and finding tio tepugnarice in the 
inclinations of that fair Princeſs, he expeted his felicity with «Hi of his friends , © by 
the aſſiſtance he believed they would afford him. ' Young Demetrius was the lealt 2d- 
vanced in hisYuit, and though by his ſervices, and by his power to make himſelf be- 
loved, he had gained much upon the heart of Deidamia, vet hadhe not been able to 

baniſh 
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| baniſh the memory of Agis, which was too deeply rooted in it. Though in the hopes 
of all theſe illuſtrious Lovers there was jome difterence, rcheir ſufferings yet were e- 
qual, and all of them (igh'd equally, exthex through fear, or chrough, delire. Chance 
brought them altogether one dayzin'the Queens Chamber,with their Princeſles,and ir 
ſeemed 1s if it had been for the decilion of their fortune. Oroondates, who could no 
longer live ig his cruel uncertainties, reſolved to patthem to a period,and truſting, with 
very.good reaſon, to che greatnels of his ſervices, and to the marks of acknowleds- 
ment he diſcovered every day in the Queens aQtions, he had a mind rodraw a final af: 
ſarance from her. Artaxerxes and he were by the Bed tide with the Queen, and the 
Princeſs Berenice;Lylimachus,Oxyartes,Orontes and Demetrius,were at the other end 
of the Room,converling with their Princeſles,when the-King of Scythia,not being lon- 
ger able to maſter his paſfion, fell ſuddenly npon his knees before the Queen. His aQis 
on was very unconfident, and neverin all the greateſt dangers, had that tear appeared 
- in biscountenance, which then was ealily to be ſeen in it,by whoſoever obſerved him. 
At length he ſtrove toconquer it, and diſpelling all ſhew of it, by the greatneſs of 
his courage, he began to ſpeak, fixing his eyes upon her face, but in ſo ſubmiſſive,and 
ſo dependent a manner, that the Queen did not leſs diſcover the force of his love by 
that laſt ARion, than by the moſt important ones of his whole life. 


without trembling, and that which 1 bave now to beg of you, ws ſo tnfinitely a- 

boue my ſervices, that the memory of them us not able to ſecure me againft 
my fears and my diſtru#ts ;, yet am T forced to make uſe of them, baving nothing 
elſe ſo powerful to ſtrengthen my pretenſions z, and if you will pardon. me for it, 
T1 call to your remembrance, that after ſome light afttons, which my fortune in 
Perſja, the Prince your Brother latd the firſt foungations of it by bis goodneſs, you 
approved of them by yours, and the deceaſed King yaur Father ettabliſhed my 
higheſt felicity by bis : He was pleaſed to ſuffer, that Oroondates ſhould be yours, 
| and, if I may bepermitted to uſe that tearm, he engaged himſelf, by bis word, to 
. » give you to Prince Oroondates ; you were afterward taken from me by the trea- 
chery of our Enemies, and by the Tiolence of a Conquerour. 1 bad not (if 1 may 
ſay ſo) pul'd that misfortune upon my ſelf by any of my, atons, and if 1 bore 1t 
withoat dying, *twas becauſe the Gds had de3t1ned me to live (til] for jou : I con- 
ſented, without complaining, to the baniſhment you ordatned me, and if 1 ſince 
returned to you, "twas not till,according to your own tearms, you were in+ a.tondi» 
tion to receive me, Before you were Þ, 1 defired nothing Hom you, nor did 1 (0 
mach as murmur again#t that duty the Enemy you oppoſed againſt my bappine#. 
But, Madam, may 1 not new be ſuffered'to raiſe my thoughts to what 1 loft by 
nothing but my ll fortune 2 and = I zot look upon my Queen, as ſhe, whom the 
Prince her Brother, and whom the King ber Father had given me, nay, as ſhe 
who had grven ber ſelf unto my love 2 Though I canmt be. worthy to ſucceed tn 
the place of Alexander by greatneſs of power, by viftories, nor by the qualittes 
of my perſon; may 1 not ſupply all theſe defefts by the greatneſs of my love, and 
by my ſeryices £ May 1 not believe, with ſome ſhew of reaſon, that never man low'd 
better than my ſelf, and if , 1n my own intereft, 1 may ſpeak it with madeſty,, that 
never Princeſs was better ſerved than Queen Stattra has been by Prince Orooi- 
dates 2 All my life is known to you, all my thoughts are clearly diſcovered, and 
it is needleſs for me to put you 14 mind of what the accidents of your life cannot 
have ſuffered you to forget. 1 have endured all that a man could poſſibly under- 
go, and by thoſe ſufferings which have not been the leſs ſenſible for being glori- 
016, have I not ſome reaſan to aſpire unto the higheſt pitch of my felicity } Have: 
Ppppp ho 


| [ Go about a buſineſs, Madam, ſatd he, which truly 1 cannot venture ,upan 
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I not cauſe to ſeek the haven, after ſo 'many ftorms wherewith you bave ſeen me 
toſſed, for the ſpace of tewwhole years 2 And 15 there any thing left for me to do, 
or to ſuffer for my Princeſſ 2 AS you deſire the favour of the Gods ( comtrnued be, 
embracing ber knees ) confider the miſerzes of my life, with pity, deltuer me out of 
fo many torments, which 1 bore with pattence, while they depended upon fortune, 
and not upon your will; and diſpoſe, with compaſſion, of a life, which is now in no 
other havds but yours alone, and which now no longer deper.ds upon any thing, bat 
what you ſhall ordain for its preſervation or deflyuAton. FA 


Tae Prince, as he ended thefe words, ( to whiclrall the Company lent an attention 
that diverted them from their own affairs)-fixed his eyes upon tlie ground, fearing to 


benold forme preface of his misfortune in the Quieens face : She remained for a good | 


while in tie tke polture,and then, if Oroondates were tortured by his fears, Artaxerxes 
was notleſs diſquieted hart he, and looking upon his lifter, with eyes that condemned 
her irrefolution, he ſufhiciently made appear,how great an intereſt he rook in rhe hap- 
pineſs of his friend. Atlalt the Queen lifted up her head, and with a very ſerious 
countenance, ſpake on tits manner. 


 diminiſh-the value of them : if 1 were capable of ſuch an ingratitude, 1 
' were'tig worthy of thoſe miſeries wherern 7 have ſpent my life. 1 know # am 
of ten indebted to you for my friends, my liberty, 'my life, and my honour, and 
that all that rver the moſt generous men, and the moſt faithful, the moſt paſſic- 


[ Ow too much, Sir, to your ſervices, to loſe their remembrance, or ever to 


nate Lovers; bave undertaken, for the perſons they bave loved, comes 1nfiately 


fbort of what you have 'dowe for me. 1t is alſo trae, that 1 was yours, both by the 
will of m Brother, by that of my Fathey, and by my own. I tndeed Was yours by 
latte and ty a mp#t lawtul ackyowledgment, aid when, to my misfortune, 
F renfe?! to'be fu, 'twas not out of any 1aconHt anty, or change of bumour. Treachery, 
and ſouertign power, took me from you, and when your 2nnocence was known to me, 
*twas only duty that oppoſed "the afteFion 1 bad for you. *146 that | alone, deav 
Prince, that repreſents unto me ow, that 1 was Wife. to the greateſt, and moſt 
fortunate mantis the world. 1 ſay, moſt fortunate, becauſe 1 Very well. know that 
nothing but fortune could give any man an advantage over you. 1n fine, Twas the 
wife, and am the Widow, of him, who, but a few mouths ſince, was Maſter of the 
eyeateſt part of the Earth. This conſideration ties me to much ſeverer rules, than 
if 1 bad been in anotbe Fondition, and all my engagements to your love, and to 
our ſervices, cannot hinder Alexander's Widow 7.0m being accuſed of light- 


neſs, if, aftey the loſs, and ſo late loſs,. of ſuch a Husband, ſhe £a# conſent to 


grue her ſelf anto another. ' All the world, that was concerned in his life, and in. 


his death, looks with another eye upon my aftious, than if I were only the Daagh- 
ter of Darius, and all the world could nut chufe but wonder, that 1 ſhould turn my 
thoughts upon any man, after the loſs if him that extended bis Dominton over all 
. others ; of him, who,by his glory, had ot ſcured all thoſe that went before him, and 

perhaps all thoſe that Lal Irve after him, and who bad ſeated me 13 the moſt con- 
ſtderable place of the whole Knruerſe, 


Waile the Q1een ſpake thus, Oroondates his face grew pale, but Artaxerxes was 
eflamed wirtit an excethive colour, and the different motions of thoſe two Princes, 
ſeem<d to precipitate one of them into the grave, and tranſport the other into a vio- 
{eat anger and reſentment. What lifter(cried the impatient Arraxerxes) is it with theſe 

| . ſcraples 
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fcruples you mean to repay the ſeryices of Oroondates , - and will you kill us both by 
your iagratitude ? *'Tis I alone will die (added the King of Scythia wich a feeble voice) 
and I'l die wichour complaining, if my Queea pronounce theſentence of my death, 
You ſhall agt die, my dear Orontes, ſaid the Qleen, falling upon him with open arms, 
and I my felf will die a great deal rather than grve you any reaſon to accuſe me.I have 
repreſented ro you all the conliderations that might croſs the happineſs I wiſh for 
you. I have told yoa what the world would cenſure in this you deiire of me ; but now 
[tell you, that to fatishe what I ow you, aud to follow my inclination , I'l paſs over 
all theſe maximes, and over all the contiderations of peoples diſcourſe, to give my ſelf 
wholly to you. I had rather be accounted light and imprudent , by them that know 
yoa not, than faichleſs and ingratetull in your opinion, I am yours by too powerfull 
reaſons to be ever able to retire, and woald it pleaſed the Gods , that in giyins my 
ſelf to you, I could give you ſomthing mare worthy of you, and of your love. I donot 
wrong the? memory of Alexander, by beſtowing my 1elf ona ſuccellor not interionr 
to him either in birch or vertue , and one who might have extended his Conqueſts 
as far as he, if his paſſion for me had not given him other employmears, - than that of 
invading his neighborsTerritories.Live then,with an aſlurance(continued,ſhe,offering 
him her hand) not only chat Statira will neyef be anothers, for chat's a thine whereot 
you are already certain , but that ſhe will be yours by lawfull wayes whenſoever you 
ſhall delire it. This Anſwer was ſolemnized with an acclamation of the whole Com- 
pany, who with an extraordinary joy ſaw the conclulion of a fortune in which their 
owa ſeemed to be involved. Oroondates could not find words that were able to ex- 
pre(s the height of his contentment, and ſhewed it only by embracing the Queens 
knees, and by doing many other aRtions full of tranſport and extalie. His bappy ſoc- * 
ceſs made all the reſt to think at the ſame time which way they might bring their pain; 
to the like concluſion, Artaxerxes was not diſquieted with any doabr, and having of- 
tea had aſſurance from his Princeſſes mouth, that ſhe would give her ſelf ro him as 
ſoon as the King her Brother ſhould defireit, he was too confident of Oroondates his 
frieadſhip, to enter into any diſtraſt of his happineſs, And indeed he then received 
very potent con{iderations of it ; for the —_— Scyrhia turning towards him , after 
having ſpeat ſome time in the expreſſions of his joy ; Brother, ſaid he, nowthar by my 
Q1eens goodneſs, and by yours , T have atrained the top of my felicity, I cannot 
but delire oar ſatisfaions ſhould be equal, and (ince yon judge my Siſter worthy of 
your aff:&ions, ſhe ſhall he yours the ſame day the Queen fhall vouchſafe to conſnm- 
mate my happineſs. I wiſh that with her I could reſtore you the Empires you have 
lolt, but I know your vertue dildains them, or can recover thetn-by that Tword which 
may make yo. aſpire co the moſt —_— conqueſts; and in the interimgdear Brother, 
pv me leave to relign one half of a reaſonable ſpacious Empire,which the Gods have 

t Me. | ”Y | 

It is equally divided you know, one part in Aſia, the other m Europe , and Mount 
Imaus makes the ſeparation of them.You,if you pleaſe, ſhal have the — Scithia, 
where you ſhall reign with the Authority tharl ſhall have in Europe; 1 you that, 
as being nearer to thoſe Countries upon which you may haveſomedefign , and with 
it Loffer you not only all the other, not only the ſtrength of all my Dominions to affift 
you for the recovery of yours, but even rhe tives of my ſelf, andof all my SubjeRts, 
which you may diſpoſe of with a mott abſolure power. 'Oroondates ſpake on this 
manner ; and the Prince of Perha havang hearkned to him with attention: Brother, 
replyed he,after the gift of Berenice, rhere is no Empire thatT can confiderand I pre- 
fer my Princeſs, not only beforethat which wasthe King my Father's, but before the 
Monarchy of all the Earth ; yerdo 1 not refuſe rhe effe& of your generous Friendſhip, 
and if I accept not of that part of your Kingdom which you' offer me , 'eis becauſe L 
ſhall believe 1 reign in all places wherſoever my dear Brother ſhall command,and that 
I will not poſſeſs any thins thatcan be ſeparated from your Dominion. - Tie retire 
into Scythia with you, and when I ſhall have breathed there awhile-inthe felicny you 
allow me ; Ile make uſe of thoſe forces you offer me, to re-eſtabliſh my ſelf, if it be 
poſe, in part of thoſe Territories that were onrs, and to give my Princeſs a Crown 
PpppPp ? that 
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that may not ſuffer her to fall beneath her Dignity. I'le begin the VVar upon the 
Parthians, upon the Hircauians, and their Rn and 'tis on that (ide I hope, with 
your alliltance, and thar of the Gods, to eltabliſh a Monarchy over the Countries our 
Enemies poſleſs, withour prereading to the recovery of thoſe which Fortune bas 
beſtowed upon our Friends. Artaxerxes declared his intentions thus, and Oroondates 
proteſted ro him once more, that if he would not accept of half his Kingdome, he 
ſhould have it all, and that he would not exerciſe any Authority that ſhould not be 
common to them both. Lylimachus was then at the teer of Pariſatis , where, by the 
Queens example, he endeavoured to draw aſſurance of his happineſs from her mouth. 
She had no repugnance in her heart to grant him them, and ſhe was ſo much indebted 
to Lylimachus his ſervices, and had ſo great an eſteem of him, and even ſo great an 
inclination to his perſon; that ſhe could not think of ſerling her ſelf any way more to 
her contentment ; bat her ſevere humour had much ado to declare it ſelf,and perhaps 
ſhe would not have done it of a long time, if the Queen her lifter , and the Prince her 
Brother; who were much obliged to Lyiimachus, and who conlidered him infinitely, 
had not joyn'd with him, and had notin his favour imploy'd all that intereſt which 
friendſhip and nearneſs ef bloud allowed them with their ſiſter, Pariſatis believed 
ſhe could not err in following the example , and the counſels of perſons who then had 
ſome lawfull Authority over her, and, giving Lylimachus her hand?,, promiſed him 
thar ſhe would always be ready to follow the advice of the Prince her Brother, and of 
the Queen her Siſter. After having taken this order about Lylimachus his affairs,they 
alrogether began to think of theirs that yer remained, .Orontes had no need of their 
aſſiſtance, and he, by promiſe from his. Queen, was aflured of a felicity which nothing 
was able to dilturb : He received a molt pleaſing confirmation of it in that illuftrious 
Company, and Thaleltris freely declared, that his happineſs ſhould not be deferred 
longer than that of his Friends. Oxyartes had no great dithculcies toconquer in Bar- 
lina's heart, and that fair Princeſs, remembrins his former ſervices , and conſidering 
his high extraQtion, and the qualities of his perſon , was already fo far diſpoſed to're- 
ceive him, that King Oroondates, the Queen, and Prince Artaxerxe-,mediating in his 
behalf, overcamo her with as much-eaſe as they could wiſh. Only Demetrius believed 
himſelf unfartunateamidit the happineſs of all the reft, 'and when he ſaw theth all 
contented : Shall I then be the only miſerable man, cryed hezand while you all abandon 
your ſelves to joy, ſhall I alone abandon my ſelf ro deſpair > Cannot the example of 
{o many vertuous Princefles move unſenſible Deidamia ? And ſhall not I vainl y bave 
fought in your behalf againit our living Enemies; if the dead make war againſt me , 
and if I am conquered by the dead ? Mult that which no longer has a being triumph 
over me with ſo great Advantages? Or mult I ceaſe to have a being my ſelf, to torch 
her in my death; in whom, during my lite, I cannot flir up any ſenſe of pitty ? Ah 1 
how willingly would I precipicate my ſelf into my Grave, if I believed that by my 
death I might render my deſtiny equall to that of Fortunate Agis? and how freely 
would I pour forth all my bloud, if by it I could hope to merit the death of Deidamia ? 
Demetrius ſpake on this manner, withiſo paſſionate an aRion,that all the company was 
rouch'd with it. Deidamia was ſo as well as the re(t; and the excellent qualities of 
that young Prince, had not wrought ſo little upon her, but that they bad produced a 
great deal of affeion toward him; . She began indeed to love him; but the memory 
of Agis fought {till againft her affe&tionzand even the fear ſhe had of being accuſed of 
inconſtancy, would not ſuffer her to declare it;ſhe remain'd without reply to Demetri- 
us words,.and keeping her eyes fix'd upon the ground, diſcovered by her ation , that 
ſhe was unreſolved. All the Princeſles, whom Demetrias had moved to compaſſion, 
and who alſo delired to advance Deidamia's ſettlement, came to her, and repreſent- 
ed, that ſhe alone ought nor to oppoſe the publick rejoycing. They ſet before her eyes 
che little reaſon ſhe had to-perſitt ſoobſtinately in her paſſion for a man that had ſo 
long been dead, and who, though he were able to obſerve her ations in the lower 
ſhades, could not complain of her,after having ſpent 3 or 4 years in lamenting conti- 
nually for his loſs : they told-her, thar in her preſent condition, being. ſo youns as ſhe 
was, deprived of her Friends, and of all her Fortune, $he could notlivein the World 


without 
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without ſetlipg her ſelf ſome way or other,8& they made appear to her,that among the 
moſt poteut Princes of the Earth, ſhe could not find any one whoſe ſupport was more 
conliderable, or whoſe alliance more important for her than that of Demetrius, who, 
by the power of Antigonus, and his own,might not only reſtore her to all che Honors 
ſhe had loſt , but recover eveu that Crown that was uſurped from hec little Brother 
Pyrrhs, who being then but three or four years old, (tood in need of the aſſiſtance of 
a powertull Alley to prote& him againlt his Enemies, as well as of the pitty of Kings 
Glaucus, with whom he was brought x ag all theſe —_— zthoſe great Princeſles 
added whatſoever they thought capable to perſnade Deidamia, the Princes endeg- 
voured it likewiſe with their utmoſt power ;and when ſhe was already ſhaken , An- 
tigonus being come into the Chamber,and deliring the coutentment of his Son,as much 
as his own lite, joyn'd his entreaties to the Reaſons of ſo many 1luſtrious Medjatours, 
with ſuch ſucceſs, that Deidamiaznot being longer able to defend her ſelf againſt fo 
many Adverſaries, nor againtt ſo many Motives which ſhe underſtood , and which 
ſhe could not diſpute againſt, without obſtinacy , yieldedat laſt, either to love, or to 
importunity, or to the conlideration of her Aﬀairs, At a confeſſion ſo delired by De- 
metrius, his joy broke forth wich great excels, and he did many Aftions which nothing 
but his youth and paſſion could excuſe. Deidamia appeared for a good while out of 
countenance art her change, and beg'd pardon tor it,ot Agis with a great many tears, 
bat in rue end, ſhe was ſo well encouraged by the examples, and by the diſcourſes of 
the Q1egn, and of the Princefles, that ſhe approved what ſhe had done with a little 
more confidence than before, and no longer had any thought of repenting her ſelf, 
Tuat little company,made up of the greatelt perſons of the earth,was then inſo perfe& 
a contentment, that all the words in the world would not be ſufficient to.expreſs ity, and 
the (ix Princes being no longer able to moderate themſelves in their felicity, ſolicited 
their Princeſles ſo earneſtly, that inthe end they were fain topromiſe them their ha 
ineſs ſhould he deferred no longer, than till the next day following. More time would 
in probability have been requilite to prepare for thoſe Pomps which ſeemed due to 
the Mgrriages of the Chief perſans in the World ;. but their delights were far more 
ſolid, and they found too much contentmentyn the poſſeſſion of what they deſired ,., to 
ſeek for any injungrofitable Magnificencies, Yet was the remnant of that dayaimploy- 
ed by Ptolomeus, Seleucus, Antigonus, and the reſt of their Friends, in neceſſary pre- 
parations, and the young Princes made themſelves ready for Courſes, and Combars of 
pleaſure, to waich they did not think it fit tocall the Elder, and more famous Cap- 
tains, 
This remarkable day, which was to be dedicated to ſo ſolemn and ſo memorable an 
ation, did no ſooner begin to appear, but Queen Thaleſtris got her ſelf made ready, 
and taking Horſe with Orontes, Prolomeus, Eumenes, and Hippolita, ſhe rode to the 
Amazons quarter, having ſent before to Meaalippa to draw them rogether ; when the 
reſt of the Forces were diſmiſſed, they had been kept behind for the deſign the Queen 
inteaded to effect that day; and ſhe no ſooner was come thither ,. but ſhe found them 
all in the readineſs ſhe had commanded : when ſhe ſaw ſhe 'might be heard by all 
her Women, and tiat ſhe had prepared them to give her a quiet audience: , ſhe be- 
San toExplain her intentions to them , with a great deal. of Eloquence and Facility, 
Firſt, ſhe repreſented to them the ſhame and miſery of their condition,and with it the 
Error of their Predecelfors, who, having thought by the inſtitution of cheir Laws, to 
free themſelves from the Tyranay of me:1, had ſubmitted themſelves unto it with infz- 
my, and had reduced themſelves to run after them over all the earth, and to proſtitute 
Fuemſelves unto chem in a moſt ignominious manner, inſtead of having preſerv'd the 
Empire amongſt them, which their Sex in all other places had maintained. She exag- 
Serated whatſoever was moſt odious in that Cuſtome , in teawgs that were, capable 
to make them abhor it, and in ſpight of that confidence their inſtitution had bred in 
tzem, ſhe made ſome of them bfath at the remembrance of things which they had 
doe. When ſhe perceived that that diſcourſe,which had alwayes been moſt odious a- 
mongſt the Amazons , was hearkned too with attention, ſhe excited them tro take a 


generous Reſolution for the recovery of their Honour, and either to caſt men off for 
ever 
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ever, or to ſuffer them only by lawfull means, and ſuch as were approved through all 
the world. She rofd them char tlieir infticution had proceeded only from the deſpair of 
certain women, nor fronvany reaſonable morive ; and that tn the condition the affairs 
of Afia were reduced to,fince the death of Alexander, they conld no longer hope their 
Monarchy ſhould fabfitt. Then ſhepromiſed rhem the alliance of their neighbors,who 
would receive them with open arms, (as Eumenes, who at that time was abſohate over 
Cappadocia; and who' was preſent at her diſcourſe ro confirm it to them)and with their 
alliance an eternal repoſe in all their families,and a ſweerneſs in imployments more con- 
formable ts their Sex:She at lait declared how ſhe was reſolved to marty Orontes , as 
well in regard of the ſervices he had done her, and of the love ſhe bore his perſon,as of 
the ſhame the had diſcovered in thoſe Laws, to which ſhe would no more ſubmit her 
ſelf. Yet did ſhe proteſt ſhe had undertaken nothing to the prejudice of what the ow- 
ed them, and that by her example they could n6t oblige themſelves to aboliſh their 
cuſtomes, ſhe was ready to deliver np the Crown to them, and retiring with Orontes, 
into his Country, leaye them the liberty of chooling a Queen,under whom they might 
live in their ancient Privileges: She ſaid a =_ deal more to them, which they heark- 
ned to very favourably ; and whet1 ſhe had done ſpeaking , they deliberated a good 
while what reſolution they ſhould take. Some amonsft the moſt zealons of them oppo- 
ſed that alteration, but thoſe that were lefs paſkonate, found ſo much reaſon in it, and 
the Queen had already ſo well gain'd the chief of them, afnongft whom ſhe was eſtee- 
med as a perſon altogettier Divine, that her party in the end was found the fyongeſt, 
and by little and little che defire of Novelty eaſily imprinting it ſelf .in the minds of 
women, added to the imagination of many delights; which they fancied to rhemſelves 
in that change of life, in a ſhort time drew them all to yield to her deſire. When they 
were confirmed in that intent; they all cryed ont aloud, that they would obey their 
Qiieen : that they had ratficr change their cuſtom! by her example;than ſubmit them- 
ſelves to theAuthority bf afiother; atid that they would with joy receive him for their 
Priricey whom they formerly had foved and honoured as Orithia. The fair Thaleftris 
found marvef{ous cauſe of ſatisfaftion in this event, and after having promiſed her 
women 4 ſweetneſs and NY of lifey very different from that they had enjoy- 
ed,the alighted from her horſe, and embraced them almoſt every one , with teftimo- 
nies of a very tender affeftion. After tharzthey gave her new aſturances of the delire 
they had to obey her punttrally, and to make all the reſt of them that were ' in Themi- 
ſcira follow therr example,and when rhe Queen had ſettled them in that determinati- 
on as firmly as was poſlible, ſhe returned into the City, and before the Queen and the 
Princeſſes were quite drefed, the arrived at the Palace, where they had all been lodg- 
ed (lince Roxana's departure; - 

- That day the —_— of Darius, having caſt off all the grief ih which they 
tong had langniſhed, did alſo lay aſide that monrnfull colour, and that ſad attire which 
had zccottipanied their forrowzand to appear to the eyes of their illuſtrious Lovers, in 
the higheft ſplendor of their Beanty, they ſer it forth at their requeit , by all thoſe 
embelliſhments which the'misfortanes of their life had made them to negle&, Then 
Gold arid Jewels of ineftimable value, 'sfitrered with a magnificence ſuitable to the 
quality of thoſe Great Princefles,and their Beauty, receiving its former luſtre by thoſe 
Exterior Ornamerits, after having been along time buryed in afflitions , ſhew'd it 
felf like the Sun, when after tedious ſtorms, and foggy Mitts , it breaks forth of the 
Clond thathad obſcured it, and appears to our eyes again with jts uſual brightneſs. 
Berenice,by reaſon of the late death of the King herFather,cloathed her ſelf in a much 
Sraver habit, but her eyes ſhot Rays ſurpaſſing thoſe of Diamonds , and her natural 

refs had far more comlyneſs than all that the powerof Art could have added to it. 
Thaleftris having quitt&d her Martial Apparrel, conform'd'her felf ro'that of her own 
Sex, and appeared no leſs charming in that eſtate, that ſhe had before been terrible in 
Battle. Deidamia and Barlina decked/themſelves at the entreaty df their Lovers, and 
borh of then Yiſcovered ſuch Beauries, as out of that fair Company contd find no pa- 
ralfets. When all of them were ready to come'forthy/they were coridufted together 
roJuno's TEnple, where that memorabfſe Ceremony Was to be perfortmed, and where 
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the people flocked with ſo great a crowd, as colt the lives of mauy perſons. Thoſe that 
had been the Subjects of Darius, could nor behold his Son avd Daughters in that con- 


dition, withour ſending forth loud cries, and ſhouts, that pierced the Heavehs;accom- 


panied with tears of joy and tenderveſs, and whether it were among rhe Souldiers, or 
amonglt the Cirizens,there was a general rezoycing obferved,little different from that 
of thoſe who were molt concern'd. The fair Widow of Alexander was led by Seleu- 
cus, Berenice by Amigoaus, Pariſatis by Prolomeus, -Thaleſtris by Eumenes, Deidas 
mia by Craterus, and Barlma by Leonatus : -The (tx Princes, having left that glory to 
cheix Friends,were gone all together torhe Temple before,-& bad themſelves forgot= 
ten nothing jn their gloaths, that,wirhoutefteminacy, or a too affeRed curiolity, could 
pleaſe the eyes of their admired Princefles. After having expected them thebe a few 
moments,which to their impatience ſeem'd as many hours, they ſaw them enter, with 
a poinp, that brought few light into the Temple. Berenice, Deidamia, and Thaleftris, 
as valiant as ſhe was, walked with more fear and baſhfulnefs than their Companions ; 
but che Queen, the Princeſs her Siter,and Barlina, who had already beenarthe ſame 
condition, went up toward the Altar with more confidence. Why ſhould this Narra- 
tion be drawn out to a greater length 2 There it was, thatin the (ight of many thou- 
ſand people, and in the preſerce of the Gods, who,by Prayers and Sacrifices,were cal- 
ledto behold that a;tion, the greatett Perſons in the world, of either Sex,were, by the 
uſugl Ceremonies, joyn'd together, with Bonds which could not be untied,which never 
were broken but by death,& wiuch,through the whole courſe of their lives;kept them 


_ ascloſely unired,as they were that day. There ft was, that by ſuch famous and impor- 


rant Nuptials, Vercue ſaw it ſelt triumphant,over ſo many misfortunes, that bad vainly 
fous\t againt it, and that ſeemed to have croſſed it, for no. other end, bur that it 
might ſhine forth with more luſtre and glory. Thoſe ops fortunate Bridegrooms, 
having delivered back their Brides into the hands ot thoſe that had ſed them thither, 
followed them home again to the Palace, where all chings were moſt fately and mag- 
nificenr. O! how tedious did that day ſeem to them? and how little pleaſure did 
chey fiad in the Games, Courſes, and Combats, which the young Princes made, with 
tafinite Pomp,to honour ſo ſolemn an ARion ? The ſon of Polyperchon, Menelays;and 
bravellyoneus,made themſelves remarkable in them,by their dexteriry,bur after | 
contettation,*twas young Alexander that bore away the prize. After the Courſes hy 
Combats, followed molt graceful Dances, and admirable Mulick; and after all thoſe 
enterrainments,came the moſt delightful, and moſt glorions Night that ever was. Ne- 
ver had che brightelt day ſhewed any thing comparable to ir,in.rthe judgment of Oro- 
ondates, aid his Companions, and thoſe that might boaſt to be molt memorable by 
the winning of battels, and by the conqueſt of Empires, were obſcure and gloomy, 
in reſpect of chat plealing darkneſs which triumphed over light with ſo great an ad- 
vantage. Then were the greateit Beauties in rhe world delivered as a prey to the pafſi- 
ons of the mercileſs Conquerours, who revenged themſelyes for the torments they 
had made chem ta eadure, wita refenrments, which, for all they were ſo violent, they 
could not juſtly diſapprove. To (ay the truth, they were in ſome ſort pardonable,and 
it was but reaſon,that they,whole tufterings had been ſo lopg, and cruel, ſhould make 
themſelves equivalent reparations. Never had the God of Love been prgſent at fo ſo- 
lema a Feſtival, and in all rhe Sacrifices that had been offered to him atPaphos, or at 
Cychera,he never had received ſuch honour,as he did rhat Night in Babylon. But I am 
afraid to ſay too much of it,and ro £0 beyond the bounds of retpet and modeſty with 
my Princes, who exceeded them a little,rhat night of fiberty. They,without all queſti- 
on, thought it a great deal too ſhore, and one might perchance have doubted,in what 
imployments they had paſſed it, if the bluſhes, rhat appeared next morning, in the 
cheeks of Berenice, Thaleftris, and Deidamia, bad not given the Company greatſuſpi- 
tions. Yet did they pardon their Lovers the offences they had committed, by the 
exanple of their Companions, -who had born them wirh more moderation. Thoſe 
conltant fires were not extinguiſhed of many years, and the love of thoſe vertuous 
Perſons, was placed upon too ſure foundations, to find any thing in- polſeſſion that 
could abate it ; on the contrary, it grew far more ardent,by a more perte&t — 
() 
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of thoſe Beauties and rare qualities that had given it birth, and Time, which ruines all 
things, had never power to lacken the firſt violence of their flames. 

any dayes were ſpent in theſe contentments, which cannot poſſibly be imagined, 
and the happy Princes took plentiful draughts of thoſe delights after which they had 
ſo long impatiently thirſted, When they had nothing more-to wiſh, they began to 
think of retiring. King Oroondates was recalled into Scythia by his Subjes, and he 
himſelf bad a defire to go thither, that he might give his Queen the Crown of his Do- 
minions. Arſaces alſo had a mind to ſee thoſe Countries again, where he had paſſed 
ſome years, and where he had ſo powerfully gained the peoples hearts ; All the other 
Princes were obliged to return into their ſeveral Provinces,to be crowned themſelves 
in the Kingdoms which their valour bad won, and which Arfſaces freely left them, in 
conlideration of the good Offices they had done for him and his,and in the hope he 
had to recover others from them that hadnot merited his friendſhip. They all prepared 
themſelves for that ſeparation, butnot without a great deaFof trouble to every one of 
them : Before they went away, they thought fit to take order in what rerained to be 
done; and becauſe Babylon, and all Aflyria, belonged tothem, by the right of Arms, 
they all offered it to Seleucus, as to their valiant Deliverer and BenefaQor ; but he 
refuſed it, and proteſted openly, that not having had any other aim in what he had 
done, that to ſuccovr Vertue, unworthily opprefied, he would not give his Enemies 
cauſe to make an ill interpreration of his intent, and to judge, that he had quitted his 
Party,out of a ſhameful intereſt,and vile hope of recompence. All the world eſteem'd 
that thought to be worthy of Seleucus his generolity, and when they ſaw him ſo firm 
in his reſolution, that it was impolſible to ſhake him, they altogether caſt their eyes 
upon Oxyartes, who did not then poſſeſs a Territory ſuirable ro the greatneſs of his 
Quality,and prefled it ſourgently upon him, thar in the end he was corftrained to ac- 
cept the Soveraignty of Babylon, and there to ſettle his abode. Seleucus had Arme- 
nia and Meſopotamia, which the death of Phrataphernes and Archelilaus had left ya- 
cant, and hecauſe Cylicia was ſo likewiſe,by the death of Philotas,all-the Princes would 
needs liave Eumenes take it,and give that part of Cappadocia he poſlefied,in exchange 
to Queen-Thaleſtris, leaving that Kingdom entire to Prince Orontes, who alſo quitted 
the Province of the Mafſlagetes, becauſe it was one of thoſe that compoſed the Afja- 
tick Scythia, which King Oroondates had deſtined for Artaxerxes. After having or- 
dered theProvinces on t ger, they all prepared for their departure, and whef 
chey had: beſtowed a- few daye&more in the confirmation of their Alliance, and in the 
tears that were ſhed at that ſeparation, they all of them went from Babylon the ſame 
day. Oroondates, and the Great Arſaces, with their Brides, and an Equipage befitting 
their Qualicy,took the way toward Scythia,with Lylimachus and Pariſatis, who would 
accompany them as far as Byzantium,where they were to keep their Court,it being the 
Metropolis of Thrace, and, where Parifatis hoped for a great deal of comfort in the 
Neighbourhood of the Queen her Sifſter,ſ{ince their Kingdoms bordered upon one an- 
other. Orontes and Thalettris went toward Cappadocia,which was to obey them total- 
ly,by the agreement they had made with Eumenes,who,with the fair Arlinoe his wife, 
kept them company the greateſt part of their Journey. Ptalomeus travelled towards 
Fgypt, which mu delired to receive him : Antigonus and his Son, with the fair 
Deidamia, toward Phrygia : Seleucus marched towards Armenia, with Forces,to make 
himſelf Maſter of it, in caſe he ſhould find any difficulty to be admitted : Nearchus 
and Leonatus went home into their own Provinces,and no body remained at Babylon 
but Prince Oxyartes, who, with his dear Barlina, did there eſtabliſh his Dominion. 
Cleonimus and Alcione, with good old Polemon;ſtay'd there alſo with him,as in their 
Native Country ; aud that Prince, remembring the requeſt Berenice and Statira had 
made to him in favour of them, laboured all he could for their ſatisfaion; and having 
taken away thoſe ſcruples that oppoſed it in Alcione's mind, he married her at laſt to 
Cleonimus, whom he ſettled in all the wealth of Theander, :nd Bagiſtanes,and whom 
for his Vertye ( and for the conſideration of Polemon, who had done his friends fo 
many good ſervices) he honoured with the moſt important Offices of his State, 
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d my ſelfnot to Wander 

from the Banks of the Euphrates, and the Walls of Babylon, hinders me trom 

' following my Heroes in their Voyages ; I will not therefore relate their: for- 
tunate ſucceſles , their arrival. in their Kingdoms 3. aud the Crowning of ſo 
many Gallant Princes, who eſtabliſhed a brave aud happy Soveraignty, which they en- 
joyed through the whole courſe of very long and proſperous reg Aon You may learn 
the end of their Lives from Hiſtorians Famous in. Antiquity who have written them : 
From me you ſhall only know, that the Great Arſaces [taid not longer in his Brother's 
Kingdom ; but having received fuch an Army from him'as. he” daredy he marched 
into the Province of the Parthiarts, where he defeated and kill'd Andiagoras ina pitch'd 
Battel ; from thence, when he had made himſelf Maſter of that Province , avd had 
won many other Victories over them that oppoſed his Conquelts, he ſubdued Hyrca- 
nia, Bacria, Zogdia, the Country of the Mardes,and a grear number of other Provin- 
ces, of which he compoſed that Famous Empire ot che Parchians, which was call'd the 
Empire of the Eaft, and which was the 'moſt potent of the VVorld till che time of Au- 
guſtus Czſar, under whom ir fell into the Power of the Romans ;_ the Founder of it 
till retained that Great Name of Ataces , undet whictthe PS hisficſt repu- 
tation, and that renowaed Name deſcended to his Succeſſors, who, rorender that ho- 
mage to his Vircue, made themſelves all to be called Arfaces , and fixdethe whole 
World talk of the illuſtrious Blood aye Arſacides. He died hot till he was excecds 
ins Old, having, by the report of all Hiſtorians, lefr as great a veneration of his Name 
in the Eaſt,as that of Alexander amonsſt the Greeks, of Cyrus a tche Perlians , 
or of Romulus amongſt the Romans ; they are the very Words of the Hiſtorians , 
though among(it many gf them the birth of ee Great, Emperour was nat known. 


He Deſign to which I regularly enough have. 


Oroondartes, it he had would,niight have efilafged his Conquetts as far as his Brother; 
but he kepc himſelf ro the Religious Cuſtome of his — , and belieyed, accord - 
ins to their example , that he'cbuld not withour injuſtice. deve a Lawfil Prince of 
his Dominions : Yet did he make himſelf ſo tertible m his own , that all his Neigh- 
bours trembled at his Name, and delifed nothing fo much as his: Alliance. He gave 
himſelf wholly to the love of his fair Queen, and that great Princeſs for ever laid alide 
the Name of Statira, atfefted by the Queens of Perſia , and* pafed the reſt of her life 
under that of Caflandra ; that was it taat made Plutarch believe ſhe was kill'd indeed 
after the death of Alexander , ſhe having lived from that time forward in far Coun- 
tries, and under a Name he knew not : That Vertuous Queen and the King her Huſ- 
band, requited the affeRion of Theodates , and that of faithful Araxes , by the gift of 
Theomiris and Cleone, and by that of many Provinces, and places of importance, in 
Scythia ; nor was Criton leſs regarded by his Maſter the Great Arſaces. Lylimachus, 
with his dear Pariſatis, paſled his lite in fo great Glory , that dfrer having conquered 
molt of the Kingdoms that had been Alexander's, he was ſlain in the laſt Barrel that 
was fought among his Sncceſlors, being then fourſcore years of Age. The life of 
Demetrius was fo remarkable, chat it gave the greateſt Auchors of thoſe Times oc- 
calion towrite it : Macedonia and many other Kingdoms obeyed him, and litcle Pyr- + 
ruus his Brother in Law,being come to years,acquired the reputation of the Valianteft 
man in all the World, Orontes raigned very bly in Cappadocia with Thale- 
(tris, and all the Laws of the Amazons were fo utterly aboliſhed , that there never 
was any mention of them afrerwards. Prolomeus governed Agypr with ſo much 
Glory, that his Name, as that of Arſaces, remained to his Poſteriry; and Seleucus made 
himſelf ſo Great, that before his Death he became the moſt potenr of all Alexander's 
Sucteflors. Caflander ſtill perſiſted in his Crimes, and his paſhons for Roxana turn'd 
into ſo violent a Rage , that in the end he put her to death , with the Son ſhe had by 
Alexander, and alſo Queen Ol:mpias , the Mother of the Great Tg He, by their 
death,uſirped Macedon, and after his, Demetrius took it from his Children, Eume- 
nes periſhed in the War he had againſt Antigonus , after having killed his Enemy 
Qqqqq Neoptolemus 
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'Neoptolemus with his own hand, and by many Gallant ViRories, acquired the repu- 
ration of ane of the greatelt Captains in the World, Aud Prince Oxyartes paſſed, his 
life motþhappily with,Bartina. I ſhould perhaps ſay mere of every one, if all Famous 
Hiftoriarr did nova; ply Telate their Actions; particularly Juſtin , and Platarch in the 
Lives of Pyrrhus, Demetrius, and Eumenes : 1f1 were not out of my Scene , which 1 
' have limited within the Confines of Babylon, and if it were. not jult chat, after fgch a 
long-winded piece of Work, 1 myſelf ſhould ſeek that repoſe which I now have Kiven 


toothers. 


' The End of CASSANDRA. 
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To the Reader. 


> ON mill have the patience I hope to read theſe few Lines I am 
AQ blig dto add, that 1 may juſtifie part of thoſe things which 1 
y have written. 1havebeen bound up in many Paſſages of this 
Concluſion by the truth of Aiſtory , though perbaps T have al- 
SS tered it in ſome places, where it 15 leaft known. If I make Sta- 
_WS PO tira and her Sifter live again,contrary to the report of Plutarch, 
EAMNSPESED 1/0 ſaics ſhewas hilled by Roxana's cruelty; 1 bave followed 
the Opinion of many Hittortans , and 1 make ber paſs the reſt of ber life in Coun- 
tries Very remote from thoſe where ſhe ſpent her younger years , and under a diffe- 
rent name from that by which ſhe was known to Plutarch, 1 well might grue 
Darius a Son without contradifing the Hiitortans that write of Alexander , who 
only mention his Daughters ;, 1 make him dead tn the opinion of world before Alex- 
ander entred upon his Fathers Territories , be comes thither no more jill after his 
death , and therefore thoſe Authors might well have been 1gnorant of Artaxerxes 
bis life , he having paſſed it inwvery far Countries, and under another name, after 
he had loſt it in the general belief, 1 with the ſame licence might make him to be that 
Great Arſaces,who founded the Empire of the Parthians: And Hiſtorians,nuot ba-ving 
given bim certain any birth, bave afforded me the liberty to make him be born of 
Darius : 1 ſhould undoubtedly have made bim recover bis Fathers Empire, if 1 
could have done it without falſifying truths which are known to all the world , and 
which hae not left the afree diſpoſing of my Adventures : 1 ſhould bave changed 

ſomething in the deſtiny of Roxana, and Caſſ ander, if 1 might bave been permitted ,m 
and if 1 Jas pardoned Roxana, ta conſideration of ber Sex , I ſhould bave killed 
Caſſander to ſhew the puniſhment of Vite, as well as the recompence of Vertwe ;, but 
the reft of his life was to well known by bis Crimes, and by bis ruling in Greece, 1 
bave' been free? in thoſe of Perdiccas and bis Brother 5, "tis certatuthey were ſlain, 
within awhile after Alexander's death,by a Sedition amongſt thety Forces,and there 
"*tle ſpoken of the particulars of their death , that 1 Llieved 1 might lawfully 
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